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UConn creates new anti-Black racism course
by Amanda Kilyk
STAFF WRITER
amanda.kilyk@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut’s brand-new, one-credit
course on anti-Black racism is
slated to begin virtual lectures
on Sept. 14, just two months
after the idea was proposed by
two students at the AfricanAmerican Cultural Center’s
(AACC) town hall in July, according to Shardé Davis, one
of three coordinators of the
course.
The course, officially titled
“U.S. Anti-Black Racism,”
will explore the history of anti-Black racism and systemic
racism through nine learning
modules, mainly focusing on
its history in the United States,
according to the description on
the UConn Provost’s website.
“And then, the in-between
modules or the content modules
really take students through
some critical areas of research
as it pertains to anti-Black racism, starting with chattel slavery and really thinking about
the legacies of chattel slavery
in the United States,” Davis,
assistant professor of communications, said. “Intersectional
solidarity and kind of really
giving a nod to Black Lives
Matter as a very contemporary
social movement, but one that
really demonstrates individuals and people coming together
for this one cause, which is the
fight against police brutality,

UConn will be offering a one-credit course on anti-Black racism this fall. The idea for this course
comes after two students proposed the idea at the African-American Cultural Center’s town hall
over the summer. PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIC WANG

emphasizing that Black lives
are really valuable.”
Davis said that she was very
excited to see the course come
together after months of effort
and communication between
herself, Associate Professor of
Sociology and Africana Studies
David G. Embrick and Assistant Professor of Higher Education and Student Affairs Milagros Castillo-Montoya.
Davis discussed some important goals she has for the
course, including making sure
that the course focuses on the
experiences of students of color,
as other courses that also focus
on the history of racism usually miss out on the fact that,
“typically students of color are
very knowledgeable about that

“If nothing else, for all
of us as one UConn
community to come
together and learn
about a topic that
has always existed
but is certainly at
the forefront in this
time of our nation’s
history.”
SHARDÉ DAVIS
topic through their everydaylived experiences, so sometimes
those courses don’t really attend
to them and where they’re at,

Students use social media and
the outdoors to meet new people

and how much they know about
the topic,” Davis said.
“And so with this course we
really hope first and foremost
that our Black students really
get something from this and
learn so much more about themselves,” Davis said. “We also
hope of course that for others,
they might be able to recognize
their own racial identity, that
they each have one, that it exists,
perhaps be able to go through a
process of interrogating that
identity that shows up in their
day-to-day lives, possibly even
recognizing some of the privileges that they might have and
how they might be subscribing
to anti-Black racism and even
White supremacy, unknowingly.”

Dining Services to provide
reusable bag for dining to
UConn Storrs students
by Thomas Alvarez
STAFF WRITER
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

Storrs students have been outside social distancing, in an attempt to meet new people.
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just hit it off. And from there he
introduced me to a friend from
his hometown.”
Finding activities have been
a challenge, but the outdoors
has been the commonplace for
students to engage safely.
“We met outside, obviously
socially distanced with masks
on, and walked around which is
basically one of the only things
we can do on campus nowadays,” Berman said. “We were
able to meet a few other people
and we made a small group of
about eight kids, which is nice
to have but is hard because
there’s now a decently sized
group of us so it’s hard to be together and distanced.”

by Naiela Suleiman
STAFF WRITER
naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

Residential students at the
University of Connecticut
shared how they are building
connections while adhering to
the COVID safety guidelines in
place.
Brett Berman, a first-semester communications major,
said social media has been a
big part of meeting new people
and finding safe ways to interact.
“My first friend I made was
placed in a snapchat group with
me,” Berman said. “I ended up
texting him and very luckily we

For more...
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With no parties or large gatherings allowed, students take to
the open spaces on campus to
socialize with other students.
“Our go to has been meeting at the turf in the evenings,
and we will bring a frisbee or
a football with us,” Berman
said. “I know there have been
some issues with larger groups
there but the times we’ve been
it’s mainly just us and others
working out.”
Many first year students like
Berman are living in single
dorms, but it has taken a toll on
social opportunities, he said.

See OUTDOORS, p. 2
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With a week left to register
for the course, Davis said that
students should sign up because, aside from it having a
relatively-light workload, every student will take away important information and perspective, especially important
in this election year.
“If nothing else, for all of
us as one UConn community
to come together and learn
about a topic that has always
existed but is certainly at the
forefront in this time of our
nation’s history,” Davis said.
Finally, Davis hopes that
this course paves a pathway
for UConn and the community to clearly recognize the
issue of systemic racism, and
to take concrete steps toward
combating the issue together.
Davis said that it is being
discussed how the course will
look in coming semesters, and
whether it will be expanded
into a multiple-credit course.
“The provost and the president has made clear that there
will be some course of this
kind in the future; we are just
not sure what it would look
like,” Davis said.
Students can self-enroll for
the course through StudentAdmin. Students with less
than 24 credits should register
for UNIV 1985, while students
with more than 24 credits
should enroll in UNIV 3985,
according to the course’s webpage on the provost’s website.

Dennis Pierce, executive
director of dining services,
spoke about the new, reusable
bags that will be provided
to University of Connecticut
students in place of the paper
bags that have been offered.
Pierce said that the primary
factor driving this change was
the number of bags and paper products used every day.
He estimated that an average
of 5,555 meals is taken out by
students every day.
“The magnitude of it all is …
that yesterday, when you total
up all of our residential areas,
we had an average of 5,555
meals, so that literally means
that each one of those individ-

that will be distributed to students on Friday, Sept. 11.
“We’re dealing with all
these paper bags and we’re
going, ‘There’s got to be a better way,’ and as we researched
we found this reusable bag
that, this Friday, we’re going
to hand out to all of the students as they come into the
dining facilities, and we will
continue to hand them out,”
Pierce said.
To manage this, dining services worked with the One
Card Office to establish a sysem to track who had received
their bag. This system will
keep a record of every student
who has received their reusable bag.
“How this thing works is
that the One Card Office sets
up this system … We swipe

“The magnitude of it all is ... that yesterday,
when you total up all of our residential areas,
we had an average of 5,555 meals.”
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF DINING SERVICES
DENNIS PIERCE

uals had a bag, had a takeout
container, had silverware, I’m
assuming they had cups for
beverages, so that’s just one
day,” Pierce said.
Dining services has spent
much time exploring other
options to deal with this challenge, Pierce said. Ultimately,
they decided on a reusable bag
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the person in first of all, and
then we take their card, and
then we swipe them in and
put a code into the machine,
and then we give them a bag,”
Pierce said. “That shows us
that that individual received
a bag.”

See DINING, p. 2
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Social media and outdoors help
students meet new students

UConn Health and CaroGen
develop potential treatment
for colorectal cancer

Students have been using social media platforms to make and strengthen friendships, while also
spending a lot of time outdoors social distancing. PHOTO TULSI PATEL, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

In collaboration with CaroGen Corporation, UConn Health has
developed a potential treatment for colorectal cancer. Pictured
above is UConn Health in Storrs Center. PHOTO BY MATT PICKET, GRAB

OUTDOORS, cont. from p. 1
“Living in a single is great. It
has its benefits; I can’t complain
about that. But not being able to
socialize and losing the entire social aspect of the first year experience is really a bummer,” Berman said.
For Edward Scott, a first-year
ACES major, finding ways to

socialize depends on being outdoors.
“Some people I met on my floor
from our first meeting, but a lot
of them I met walking down the
street, saying hello, introducing
myself and interacting forward
from there,” Scott said. “I am
more extroverted than anything
so whoever I see I can talk to.”
Socializing during COVID
requires creativity and putting

yourself out there, Scott said.
“I have been using FaceTime,
Snapchat and a lot of social distance hanging out. Sometimes
we will work out together to pass
time,” Scott said. “But the people
I met are amazing people and
are so nice. I genuinely did not
expect people to be as open and
caring as you might think, but
they’re just great people who are
trying to be safe.”

Reusable bags provided by Dining Services
DINING, cont. from p. 1
Pierce had two requests
for the student body, participation and active use. He
stressed that the bag would
be easy to carry with you
throughout the day.
“I’d like to encourage students to one, participate, and
two, bring the bag back,”
Pierce said. “It’s that kind of
material that will fold up really, really small, so it won’t take
up a lot of space in a backpack
or in a pocket.”
Despite the step toward
the sole use of reusable bags,
Pierce said that students who
forget their bag will be able to
request a plastic bag for use.
While the option is available,
Pierce hopes that students
will primarily use the reusable bag provided.
“What’s going to happen
when a student says, ‘Oh I
forgot my bag, I don’t have
my bag?’ We do have a recyclable, plastic bag that’s ecofriendly that we’ll have in lieu
of that paper bag that we’re
using now, but we’re hoping
that people don’t go that route
because it is a plastic bag and
that they do use the one that
we’re issuing this Friday,”
Pierce said.

Dining services will provide reusable bags for residents eating
from the dining hall. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

Pierce is hopeful that this
alleviates some of the issues in
place. He said that dining services will keep an eye on the
effectiveness of the reusable
bags and the reaction to them.
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“It’s a step in the right direction, let’s see how it works,
you know,” Pierce said. “We
have thousands, so we should
be all set, let’s hope.’
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by Henry Kulp

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
henry.kulp@uconn.edu

A new treatment for colorectal cancer is the recent result of
a partnership between UConn
Health and CaroGen Corporation, according to an article in
UConn Today. The treatment,
CARG-2020, is an oncolytic virus, meaning that it contains a
virus that specifically attacks
cancer cells.
CARG-2020 is intended to
prevent a cancer tumor from
regrowing after other current
treatments such as surgery, chemotherapy and immunotherapy
have caused remission, according to Dr. Kepeng Wang of UConn Health and Dr. Bijan Almassian, co-founder, president and
CEO of CaroGen.
“CARG-2020 is oncolytic and
delivers three important immunomodulators influencing three
major pathways in cancer, resulting in shrinking the tumor
size and inhibiting it from recurring,” Wang and Almassian
said.
Colorectal cancer, which includes colon cancer and rectal
cancer, is the third most commonly diagnosed cancer of men
and women in the United States,
according to the American Cancer Society.
Their estimates predict that
104,610 cases of colon cancer and
43,340 cases of rectal cancer will
be diagnosed in the U.S. in 2020.
According to Wang and Almassian, CARG-2020, if approved, would be a new type of
treatment for colorectal cancer.
“To the best of our knowledge
no other oncolytic immunotherapies works as broadly as
CARG-2020. No similar products are approved for CRC and
or solid tumors,” they said.
CARG-2020 uses CaroGen’s
Artificial Virus for Infectious
Disease and Immuno-Oncology
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(AVIDIO) technology, according
to the UConn Today article.
The CaroGen website describes that AVIDIO is made
from the animal viruses Semliki
Forest virus and Rhabdovirus
Vesicular Stomatitis virus. Because these viruses almost never
infect humans, patients would
not have immunity to the treatment that could prevent it from
infecting and attacking cancer
cells.
CaroGen is part of the UConn
Colorectal cenceer is the third
most commonly diagnosed
cancer of men and women in
the United States

Estimates predict that
104,610 cases of colon
cancer and 43,340
cases of rectal cancer
will be diagnosed in the
U.S. in 2020.
Technology Incubation Program
(TIP), according to the program’s
website. TIP provides startup
companies with assistance and
benefits such as access to UConn
facilities like lab and office space,
the ability to work with UConn
researchers, and business and
entrepreneurship advice.
According to Wang and Almassian, both UConn Health
and CaroGen benefit from their
partnership.
“UConn scientists provide expertise in basic science and access to equipment and animal
models that a small company
such as CaroGen cannot afford,
and CaroGen provides industrial expertise to advance a product in basic research through
different stages of development,
regulatory affairs and commercialization,” Wang and Almassian said.
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Pokemon Go To The Polls 2.0:
Think 2020’s disasters
Joe Biden tugs at Gen-Z nostalgia are wild? Experts see
worse in future

In an attempt to target younger voters, Biden is making four yard signs in the game “Animal Crossing: New Horizons.” PHOTO COURTESY OF NINTENDO AND KOTAKU

by Caroline LeCour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
caroline.lecour@uconn.edu

Former Vice President and
2020 presidential candidate Joe
Biden launched official “Animal Crossing: New Horizons”
yard signs earlier last week, as
yet another virtual approach to
compel votes.
Starting Sept. 1, “Animal Cro
ssing: New Horizon” players
will now be able to show their
support on their islands with
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris yard signs, as a way for the
Biden-Harris campaign to target a younger demographic of
voters.
There will be four signs available, with signs displaying the
Biden-Harris logo, “Team Joe”
in Pride colors and a stylized
image of Biden’s signature aviator sunglasses.
After “Animal Crossing: New
Horizons” released this past
March, many players looked
towards the game as a place of
comfort and entertainment during the peak of COVID-19 cases
during the same time.
According to a recent poll by
The Hill, Biden has currently

a 7% lead in votes amongst the
ages of 18-34, a demographic
that has grown up with “Animal Crossing” when the franchise first released in 2001.
The Trump Administration has already commented
on Biden’s approach, noting
that Trump’s campaign will
be focusing “in the real world

“Animal Crossing:
New Horizon” will
have four virtual
yard signs available.
This is an attempt
by the Biden-Harris
campaign to target
younger audiences.
with real Americans,” said Samantha Zager, the campaign’s
deputy national press secretary,
in an email to The New York
Times.
“This explains everything:
Joe Biden thinks he’s campaigning for President of Animal
Crossing from his basement,”
said Zager.

This is not the first time a
presidential candidate targeted
a younger audience. In the 2016
presidential election, Senator
Hillary Clinton used the popular “Pokémon Go” app to her advantage, using a play on words
during remarks about job creation at a rally in Annandale,
Virginia:
“We’re going to have a lot of
jobs, jobs from building infrastructure to coding … I don’t
know who created ‘Pokémon
Go’ … I’m trying to figure out
how we get them to have ‘Pokémon Go’ to the polls,” said Clinton.
In an interview with The
Verge, Christian Tom, director
of Biden campaign digital partnerships, explained using Animal Crossing as a tool to bring
together communities during a
time of restrictions due to lockdowns.
“Animal Crossing is a dynamic, diverse, and powerful platform that brings communities
together from across the world.
It is an exciting new opportunity for our campaign to engage
and connect Biden-Harris supporters as they build and decorate their islands,” said Tom.

Connecticut State News
3 Fairfield County residents contract West Nile virus
GREENWICH, Conn. (AP) — Three Fairfield County residents have tested positive for
the West Nile virus, bringing Connecticut’s
total of human cases this season to four, the
state Department of Public Health announced
Wednesday.
A Greenwich resident between 70 and 79
years old became ill at the end of August and
was hospitalized with West Nile encephalitis,
an inflammation of the brain that can sometimes be fatal. The person is recovering, health
officials said.
Two people between 20 and 39 years old
from Danbury and Newtown tested positive in
the second week of August and are recovering,
according to the Public Health Department.
One of them was diagnosed with West Nile en-

cephalitis, and the other experienced headache
and fever.
The first person in the state to contract the
mosquito-borne virus this year was a Waterbury resident in their 40s who became ill in
July and recovered, health officials said.
“Late summer-early fall is the critical time
of year when West Nile virus reaches its peak
in the mosquito population,” Dr. Philip Armstrong, medical entomologist at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, said in a
statement.
The risk of West Nile virus doesn’t end until the first hard frost. Health officials recommend using insect repellent, covering bare skin
and avoiding being outdoors at dusk and dawn
to prevent becoming infected.

COVID-19 cases pop up as Connecticut schools re-open
SOMERS, Conn. (AP) — Three Connecticut schools have been temporarily closed and
staff members in several others have been sent
home to quarantine following positive tests for
the new coronavirus just days into the start of a
new academic year.
Naugatuck High School students were sent
home Wednesday morning after it was confirmed that a 12th-grade student who was in
that school Tuesday is infected.
The school, which opened Sept. 2, is expected to remain closed for between 2-5 days, with
all extra-curricular activities postponed, the
school said in a statement. Health officials are
conducting contact tracing to determine what
other members of the community might be at
risk.

The Valley Regional High School in Deep
River, which opened Sept. 1, was closed Tuesday and Wednesday after two students were
diagnosed with COVID-19, according to Regional School District 4 Superintendent Brian
White.
The school continued classes online while
staff worked to clean the building.
Families of children in the Somers Elementary School, which opened Tuesday, received
similar news after a staff member in a prekindergarten class there reported a positive
test.
That school, which is about 60 miles (96 kilometers) north of Deep River in Eastern Connecticut, announced it will be closed to in-person learning through Thursday for cleaning.

CLASSIFIEDS
Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error materially affects the meaning of
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first and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be subject to verification. All
advertising is subject to acceptance by The Daily Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy
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FILE - In this Sept. 7, 2020, file photo, a firefighter battles the
Creek Fire as it threatens homes in the Cascadel Woods neighborhood of Madera County, Calif. Climate-connected disasters
seem everywhere in the crazy year 2020. But scientists Wednesday, Sept. 9, say it’ll get worse. AP PHOTO/NOAH BERGER, FILE

FILE - In this Aug. 27, 2020, file photo, buildings and homes are
flooded in the aftermath of Hurricane Laura near Lake Charles,
La. Climate-connected disasters seem everywhere in the crazy
year 2020. But scientists Wednesday, Sept. 9, say it’ll get worse.
AP PHOTO/DAVID J. PHILLIP, FILE

A record amount of California is burning, spurred by a
nearly 20-year mega-drought.
To the north, parts of Oregon
that don’t usually catch fire are
in flames.
Meanwhile, the Atlantic’s
16th and 17th named tropical
storms are swirling, a record
number for this time of year.
Powerful Typhoon Haishen
lashed Japan and the Korean
Peninsula this week. Last
month it hit 130 degrees in
Death Valley, the hottest Earth
has been in nearly a century.
Phoenix keeps setting tripledigit heat records, while Colorado went through a weather
whiplash of 90-degree heat to
snow this week. Siberia, famous for its icy climate, hit 100
degrees earlier this year, accompanied by wildfires. Before
that Australia and the Amazon
were in flames.
Amid all that, Iowa’s derecho
— bizarre straight-line winds
that got as powerful as a major
hurricane, causing billions of
dollars in damages — barely
went noticed.
Freak natural disasters —
most with what scientists say
likely have a climate change
connection — seem to be everywhere in the crazy year 2020.
But experts say we’ll probably
look back and say those were
the good old days, when disasters weren’t so wild.
“It’s going to get A LOT
worse,” Georgia Tech climate scientist Kim Cobb said
Wednesday. “I say that with
emphasis because it does challenge the imagination. And
that’s the scary thing to know
as a climate scientist in 2020.”
Colorado University environmental sciences chief Waleed
Abdalati, NASA’s former chief
scientist, said the trajectory of
worsening disasters and climate change from the burning
of coal, oil and gas is clear, and
basic physics.
“I strongly believe we’re going to look back in 10 years, certainly 20 and definitely 50 and
say, ‘Wow, 2020 was a crazy
year, but I miss it,’” Abdalati
said.
That’s because what’s happening now is just the type of
crazy climate scientists anticipated 10 or 20 years ago.
“It seems like this is what we
always were talking about a decade ago,” said North Carolina
State climatologist Kathie Dello.

Even so, Cobb said the sheer
magnitude of what’s happening
now was hard to fathom back
then. Just as the future of climate disasters is hard to fathom
now.
“A year like 2020 could have
been the subject of a marvelous
science fiction film in 2000,”
Cobb said. “Now we have to
watch and digest real-time disaster after disaster after disaster, on top of a pandemic. The
outlook could not be any more
grim. It’s just a horrifying prospect.”
“The 2030s are going to be noticeably worse than the 2020s,”
she said.
University of Michigan environment dean Jonathan Overpeck, a climate scientist, said
that in 30 years because of the
climate change already baked
into the atmosphere “we’re
pretty much guaranteed that
we’ll have double what we have
now.”
Expect stronger winds, more
drought, more heavy downpours and floods, Abdalati
said.
“The kind of things we’re seeing are no surprise to the (scientific) community that understands the rules and the laws of
physics,” Abdalati said.
“A lot of people want to blame
it on 2020, but 2020 didn’t do
this,” Dello said. “We know the
behavior that caused climate
change.”
Consider the world’s environment like an engine: “We
have injected more energy into
the system because we have
trapped more heat into the atmosphere,” said World Meteorological Organization Secretary-General Petteri Taalas.
That means more energy
for tropical storms as well as
changes to rainfall patterns that
bring drought to some places
and heavy rainfall to others,
Taalas said.
In California, where more
than 2.3 million acres have
burned, the fires are spurred
by climate change drying
plants and trees that then go
up in flames, said University
of Colorado fire scientist Jennifer Balch. California is in the
midst of a nearly 20-year megadrought, the first of its kind in
the United States since Europeans arrived, Overpeck said.
Scientists also make direct
connections
between
heat
waves and climate change.
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Editorial



 

 

A

s we enter our seventh month
of COVID-19, the United
States has failed to contain
the pandemic. In response,
many colleges have moved
instruction entirely online
and denied housing. Many more began with
in-person classes and housing only to move
online eventually, given the threat posed to
students, faculty and staff by the virus.
Our situation is fairly clear — the University of Connecticut suffers from a historic
budget deficit of $50 million. Despite the
present and future harm COVID-19 causes
to community members, beginning with or
reverting to fully online instruction constitutes a massive loss of revenue. So how well
is the administration balancing revenue and
life? How do our testing procedures conform
to this balance?
As far as mandatory testing goes, the administration’s official plans say that all university employees who could potentially be
exposed or expose others to the virus and all
residential students were tested once upon arrival and asked to quarantine for a two-week
period before school began. Commuter students were asked to quarantine and submit
a negative test result taken sometime after
Aug. 14. Symptomatic students also have
on-demand access to testing.
The town of Mansfield and the administration is offering voluntary testing to nonsymptomatic students on and off campus
specific times throughout this week, but it’s
unclear what the availability and timeline
of this testing will be in the future. Otherwise, the administration says that it will use
strategies like pooled testing, contract tracing and perhaps other testing “randomly.”
Given events like the medical quarantine
of Garrigus dorms following an outbreak
there, we can infer that the administration
has the capability to test many students when
it deems necessary and that these will continue on some basis, but it’s very difficult to
make more assumptions about the extent of
future testing.
UConn’s procedure leaves much to be
desired. The frequency, volume and elective nature of current testing raises great
questions about the validity of our data on
COVID-19. On top of this, the repeated breaking of social distancing guidelines on and off
campus have, to a certain extent, definitely
invalidated testing data and continue to do
so. Administrative responses have ranged
from polite reminders to obey guidelines to
expelling them from campus housing. Either
way, there continue to be large, close-contact
gatherings without masks. This is an unstable status-quo.
The main problem with UConn’s COVID-19
policy at the moment, aside from many lives
being risked, is a lack of transparency and
communication. The administration decides
when additional testing is required and when
we need to know about it. We don’t truly understand the extent of COVID-19 on campus
and we don’t truly know how long the semester will continue in-person or if we are safe.

CARTOON BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF CARTOONIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

C
arson’s
Commentary


by Carson Swick
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
carson.swick@uconn.edu

The unofficial end of summer may
have passed, but nothing is cooling
down in the 2020 election race. September seems poised to continue the
harsh rhetoric of months past, as both
COVID-19 and civil unrest are still polarizing the electorate. So what are the
implications of the past week on both
Donald Trump and Joe Biden?
Candidate Ads: Labor Day weekend was a massive advertisement
for President Trump. The infamous
“Great American Boat Parades,”
which occurred across the country,
have become the preferred method of
organization for Trump supporters
during this pandemic. As someone
who witnessed the one in Cape May
County, New Jersey from out on the
water, I can attest to the parades’ sheer
magnitude. The boat ride from Cape
May to Wildwood Crest normally
takes about 40 minutes, but it took
over two hours in all of the traffic.
However, the parade in Lake Travis,
Texas on Saturday made headlines for
all the wrong reasons, as five small
boats sank. Apparently, they took on
water from the waves created by the
larger boats in the parade. Although
no one was injured in this ironic event,
the Trump campaign hopes that the
Texas boat parade does not become a
metaphor for the president’s re-elec-

tion bid.
Speaking of irony, I am certain that
you have seen reports of maskless
Nancy Pelosi visiting a San Francisco
hair salon. Whether Pelosi’s “setup”
claim holds weight or not, it is clearly
not a good look for someone calling for
national mask mandates. The Trump
campaign understands this, and
wasted no time in savaging “Nancy
Antoinette” in a new ad. While the
ad itself is nothing extraordinary, it
highlights Pelosi’s hypocrisy better
than Joe Biden’s “Always” highlights
his history of standing up to injustices.
It’s enough for me to score this one in
Trump’s column.
Organization and Policy: Like his
boat parades, Trump’s visit to Kenosha last week was a mixed bag. Unlike his refusal to visit Minneapolis
after George Floyd’s death, the president willingly travelled to Kenosha to
see the unrest for himself. However,
Trump’s continuous dismissal of the
protests as “domestic terrorism” signals that he is not interested in understanding the causes of the violence.
Among other things, Trump’s reluctance to address the protests — both
peaceful and violent — has certainly
frustrated Biden. His approach toward the president on Twitter has
grown consistently more combative
since the nominating conventions last
month. This week, Biden called out
Trump’s economy for enriching the
wealthy and implied that Trump does





not understand the role of labor unions
in building the middle class.
There are two ways to read into this.
One, Biden’s hardline stance against
the president is increasingly meeting
the demands of the progressive votes
he’ll need to win in November. Two,
Biden is attempting to capitalize off of
the growing number of Republican
leaders who have refused to support
Trump in November. Both strategies
are solid, but I do question whether
Biden’s newfound aggression on Twitter is simply a case of fighting fire with
fire.
What do the polls say? The polls
this week seem to suggest that Biden’s
Twitter strategy has been effective.
A new MSNBC poll has him leading
in six swing states that Trump won
in 2016: Arizona, Florida, Michigan,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin. This poll is backed up by
even a poll from Fox News yesterday,
which shows Biden leading by nine
points in Pennsylvania (53-44%). However, if Trump can effectively mobilize
suburban voters against the violence
in America’s cities, he still has a chance
to tip several of these swing states red
again.
What’s next? Antifa being Antifa
and causing unrest, colleges being colleges and fighting for federal funding
… and Trump being nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize?
Have a great week!



ILLUSTRATION BY JOY ROLLINS/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Katherine Jimenez |

CONTRIBUTOR

Ending sexual violence starts with everybody.
It starts with your family, friends and you. This
is an issue beyond just women and men, and it
should not be something categorized to a specific
gender because anybody, no matter their race,
sexuality, gender or even age is at risk.
Rape is commonly thought of as a “women’s issue” because women and girls experience sexual
violence at higher rates than men. Gender-based
violence happens all over the world and for many
different reasons but mostly due to social inequalities between men and women. The gender
socialization of boys and girls starts at an early

|

katherine.jimenez@uconn.edu

age and can be attributed to many different factors such as culture, family, religion and education. This socialization greatly influences how
we relate to all kinds of sexual violence.
From an early age, girls are told how to dress
to not bring unwanted attention to themselves.
Girls are told to learn how to protect themselves from assault. Boys are raised to be afraid
of emotional sensitivity, and that they should
not be as fragile as their female counterparts.

See VIOLENCE, p. 8
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Now They See Us

by Fizza Alam

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
fizza.alam@uconn.edu

Last night, the Student Union
Board of Governors (SUBOG) held
the webinar panel “Now They See
Us” with two of the Central Park
Five: Dr. Yusef Salaam and Raymond Santana. The group, now
known as the “Exonerated Five,”
actively works to address disparities in the criminal justice system.
The words of these two social activists were highly anticipated
after a summer centered on the
Black Lives Matter movement.
The Central Park Five refers to
Black teenagers accused of raping
and assaulting a white woman in
Central Park. First questioned in
1989, these five teenagers maintained that they were innocent of
the accusation throughout their
trial. After being charged as adults,
spending five years in prison and
facing society’s demeaning eye,
they were exonerated by confession of the serial rapist Matias
Reyes in 2002. The group went
on to sue the City of New York, settling the case in 2014.
The Emmy-, Peabody- and
NAACP Image Award-winning
docuseries “When They See Us”
tells the story of the “Central Park
Five.” This film series focused on
the themes of Blackness, criminality and institutional racism.
The docuseries was critically acclaimed by the Boston Globe with
writer Matthew Gilbert saying,

“It’s because the four-parter is such
a powerfully human take on one of
our justice system’s most heinous
blunders.”
The conversation began with
the moderator Shane Young, a
seventh-semester finance major,
inquiring about how Dr. Salaam
and Santana maintained humanity
as they were degraded by society.
Santana commented on the importance of providing tools to communities of color, and “[w]hat happens
when the system goes wrong, but
how you can grow and develop …
and then march against [it].”
“We were the most hated in 1989,
now we are considered the most
loved … we are the example,” Santana said.
The two speakers shared their
experiences of being incarcerated
and interrogated.
“For me this was a whole new
world … to now be thrown into …
nobody can save me from this,”
Santana described his prison experience. “ … It gave me structure, it
gave me discipline … But it also was
preparing me for adult prison.”
Dr. Salaam connected his experience to structural issues of the
criminal justice system, saying,
“… [T]he younger they get you
the more difficult it is for you to
break out the revolving door of
recidivism.” The conversation
did include an undertone of hope
when Dr. Salaam stated, “We get
the awesome opportunity to break
generational curses.”

As the panel continued the
speakers began speaking about
their experience working with the
award-winning filmmaker Ava
DuVernay.
“We needed somebody who
wasn't going to be afraid,” Santana
said. DuVernay was that person for
the Exonerated Five. The speakers
described the process of film production as transparent and open.
The experience consisted of eight
hour sit-downs with the writers
for each of the Exonerated Five,
being allowed on set during filming and grief counselors to ensure
the most accurate and impactful
truth possible.
“It rippled around the whole
globe,” Dr. Salaam said about the
film.
As the webinar came to a close,
the panel took pre-submitted student questions that were read by
Young.
I was able to ask the panelist,
“Most incarcerated people can't
vote … How much value can an
election have if these people are
excluded from the process? How
can students make their vote matter for them?”
Dr. Salaam answered with a
two-pronged solution: the first,
making sure the incarcerated restore their voting rights and the
second, education to participate
in elections.
“Non-participation is participation … If you don’t participate you
have just given your power over

to people who want their vote to
matter,” he said.
Santanna continued the theme
of the importance of election readiness, saying, “Everybody’s not an
activist … Activism for you is voting. That's power.”

Ending with messages to encourage organizing, the conversation with Dr. Salaam and Santana was engaging and topical,
connecting personal experience
with the issues America is facing today.

PHOTO BY SUBOG

New art exhibit draws
excitement at Eastern

PHOTOS BY AUTHOR

by Ian Ward

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ian.ward@uconn.edu

The “Painting and Drawing
Faculty Exhibition” was the
newest addition to the Art Gallery at Eastern Connecticut State
University. Originally opening
on Aug. 4, 2020, the exhibit is
dedicated to former university
professor and faculty member
Andy Jones who died on Jan. 25,
2020.
Jones spent 20 years teaching
painting and drawing in the Department of Art and Art History
at Eastern. Jones got his bachelor's degree from St. Andrews
College in Laurinburg, NC in
1980. He received his master’s
degree in fine arts from Loui-

siana Tech University in 1982.
Jones is best known for designing the back of the CT quarter
in 1998, which the Houston
Chronicle honored as the best
state quarter design in 2008. In
2007, Jones established the Andy
Jones Visual Arts Scholarship.
The scholarship is given out to
college juniors majoring in the
arts who are in good academic
standing.
“We [the gallery] really hope
that not only the students but
also faculty members and members of the Willimantic community will get a newfound love for
art and an inspiration to create,”
Jeniel Edmonds, a fifth-semester developmental psychology
major, said.

She also stated that the gallery plans to limit the amount
of people admitted inside at one
time to 25 in order to maintain
social distancing guidelines.
Works that were featured in
the gallery included oil paintings
from Jones, such as one entitled
Etin, The Dog. This was a 1998
painting featuring a black dog
laying down on the ground with
a table and windows in the background.
Another notable piece from
the collection was a piece called
“Women of Shahnameh” by Afarin Rahmanifar. It displays different women on several sheets
of vellum paper in a circle. Rahmanifar is an associate professor
of Art and Art History at Eastern

who received her Master of Fine
Arts degree in painting, drawing and printmaking from the
University of Connecticut.
“We don’t get a lot of student
traffic, but when we do, a lot of
people like Andy’s [Jones] work,”
Amanda Ouk, an art major at
Eastern and gallery assistant at
the Eastern Gallery, said.
Ouk said one of her favorite
pieces at the gallery is titled “Pondering Series” by Karen Bartone.
These are circular paintings that
feature a pond with trees in the
background that are made to look
like a fisheye view.
According to the art gallery’s
website, the guiding principles
of the gallery include staying
committed to exhibiting pro-

gramming with depth and relevance to multiple disciplinary
perspectives, attracting diverse
audience members and holding
up the public liberal arts message
of the university.
If you are interested in visiting
the gallery, it runs until Oct. 1. It
is located on 306 High Street in
Willimantic, CT. The hours for
the gallery are from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 1 to 7 p.m. on Thursdays
and 2 to 5 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays. The gallery is closed
on Mondays. There will be a ceremony for the opening of the gallery that will take place on Sept.
10 between 4 and 6 p.m. Entry to
this reception and to the gallery
are free of charge.
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Chef’s Table
Review

‘The Social
Dilemma’
The most frightening
horror movie THIS YEAR
by Gino Giansanti Jr.

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu
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by Cindy Lam

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cindy.lam@uconn.edu

Netflix’s Emmy-nominated
series “Chef’s Table” premiered
its barbecue series highlighting
four accomplished chefs from
the United States, Australia and
Mexico. From famous Texan
pitmaster Tootsie Tomanetz to
Mexican chef Rosalia Chay Chuc
sharing traditional Mayan customs, this series takes viewers
through their journey.
The first episode of “Chef’s
Table: BBQ” featured 85-yearold Texan native, Tootsie Tomanetz. Tomanetz has barbecued in
Texas for decades and has made
a name for herself as a legendary
pitmaster. What I enjoyed about
her episode was how I got a glance
at her life, from her upbringing
to how she became well-known
in her town.
Growing up at the end of the
Depression, Tomanetz and her
siblings grew up taking care of
themselves. She tells Eater Austin, “It was my training, I guess,
it gave me the fullness of knowing that I can handle quite a bit of
stuff. I can take care of myself.”
While assisting her husband’s
medical needs, she worked as
a custodian at Giddings High
School to stay connected to the
community and pay for her

husband’s recovery. Tomanetz
was very involved in her community even after the death of
her husband and son. Despite
the loneliness that she felt at the
time, she persevered and went
back to her passion of barbecue.
I enjoyed watching Tomanetz’s
episode because listening to her
story was heartwarming and her
passion still radiates in her after
years of being in the industry.
After watching each episode,
I noticed that the chefs had their
unique twist on barbecue. For
instance, Tomanetz uses a handheld mop to base her cut of meat,
which locals enjoy. The second
episode highlights Lennox Hastie, an Australian chef known
for cooking only on fire. I would
describe Hastie’s cooking as more
refined than the other chefs. His
episode was followed by Rodney
Scott, a South Carolina pitmaster
and James Beard Award recipient.
Scott’s episode was also a favorite of mine. Scott began barbecuing at 11-years-old and worked
with his family at their barbecue
shop for 25 years. He expressed
his gratitude to the show for allowing him to showcase his style
of cooking, called whole hog barbecue. Whole hog barbecue is the
oldest Southern form of barbecue
in which pitmasters cook an en-

tire whole hog over a wood-fired
pit.
The final episode highlights
Mexican chef Rosalia Chay
Chuc. Chuc’s cooking is highly
influenced by generations of traditional Mayan culture. A dish
called “cochinita pibil” is made for
special occasions where families
gather to prepare the dish together. This dish is cooked over a fire
and is described as a religious, ancient moment in Mayan culture.
Chuc harvests the ingredients
herself and follows the recipe by
feel rather than written instructions. Chuc’s episode fascinated
me the most because there were
many takeaways, from learning
about her culture to seeing how
meals are prepared in her home.
Grow ing up watching
“Chopped,” “The Kitchen” and
many other Food Network series, I am very fond of cooking
shows. Though I never glanced
at the cooking shows on Netflix
before watching this series, I am
now more open to watching what
Netflix has in store. It might just
replace the Food Network for me.
“Chef’s Table: BBQ” was educational and enjoyable to watch. If
you like learning about different
cuisines and following an individual culinary journey, add this
show to your “to-watch” list.
Rating: 4.5/5

The uKindness Initiative:
Building connection within a time of disconnection

There are always going
to be tough times, but
it’s nice knowing
someone is there
to help you.”
Jaelie jackson
fifth semester english major
PHOTO BY UKINDNESS

by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

Most people are aware that
going to college during a pandemic is an incredibly stressful
time for a multitude of reasons.
The constant fear of being infected, online classes that make
it difficult to retain information
and the removal of in-person social settings probably make up
the top three of that list. So what
is UConn doing to alleviate the
burdens of a COVID-stricken
community?
uKindness is a recent initiative
created by the UConn Division
of Student Affairs to provide a
resource for students, as it states
on their website: “... a Universitywide initiative intended to inform,
engage and connect with students
throughout the University during
the COVID-19 pandemic.” Their
homepage features an abundance
of tabs offering various opportu-

nities, events, activities and even
quarantine tips. The “Staying
Calm” page is particularly helpful
in listing resources and ways to
manage stress and anxiety, which
is perfect for those who are still
adapting to the online semester.
Student Community Connection Ambassadors is another
important aspect of uKindness.
The group is essentially made up
of UConn students available to
answer any questions through its
online chat function. This is perhaps the most intriguing feature
of the website, considering how
easily accessible it is. If you have
any questions about ways to get
involved on campus or are simply
looking to chat with someone, all
it takes is one click on the chat
bubble to get in touch with a fellow student.
The ambassadors themselves
were very open to speak about
the initiative.
“It has definitely been a rough

transition, but I am hoping uKindness will help alleviate some of
the stress of [a] mostly virtual
semester,” Jaelie Jackson, a fifthsemester English major, said. “It
has been such a pleasure being
able to help people and just be a
friend to other UConn students.”
Gabriela Fonseca, a third-semester animal science major, commented on the program’s efforts to
reach out to struggling students.
“We understand them perfectly! Most of us on this team are
students too so we understand the
struggle and would love to help,”
Fonseca said. “Even if it is just by
listening when they need someone
to talk to.”
Common inquiries include information regarding upcoming
events, safe activities and study
resources. However, all questions
are welcome.
COVID-19 has certainly
brought harm to many aspects
of the college lifestyle, causing students to feel disconnected from
each other. In turn, uKindness
is intended to rebuild connection
within these communities. When
asked about why she became an
ambassador, Jackson was happy
to answer.
“I had such a rough transition
coming from a small private high
school to UConn … so I understood the struggles that already
come with going to college, so I
knew it would be even harder
during a pandemic,” Jackson said.
“I really wanted to become an ambassador because I know from
experience that once you find the
right resources and people who
are willing to help you, being
in college becomes a lot easier
and enjoyable. There are always
going to be tough times, but it’s
nice knowing someone is there
to help you.”

The best part about a horror
flick is the realization at the
end of the movie that none of
the story is real and none of
the villains in the movie could
harm you, like waking up
from a nightmare and realizing it's just a dream. The same
cannot be said about Netflix’s
latest documentary, “The Social Dilemma,” which warns
viewers about social media
and technology’s dangerous
impact on humanity. This film
is one nightmare you will not
be able to wake up from.
Have you ever had a conversation about buying something online and coincidentally seen an ad of that very same
thing the next time you scroll
through your Instagram feed?
That is no accident. In fact, it’s
the very thing that the developers of Google, Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram seek
to accomplish.
The documentary itself was
narrated by original developers of these corporations, all of
whom have left their respective companies for ethical reasons. This was my first red
flag. I’m being told that some
of the founders of Google,
Facebook and YouTube, multibillion dollar companies, left
their jobs and the salary that
comes with them because they
believed what they were doing
was unethical, immoral and
just plain wrong.
As members of Generation
Z, born after 1996, we are all
well aware of the addictive nature of social media and the
prevalence of technology in
our lives. If there’s an awkward moment in the day or a
weird social interaction you
don’t know how to sit through,
let’s just pull out our phones
to avoid that uncomfortable
feeling. You look up one video
or see one post and then it’s
over, you’re sucked into a rabbit hole that takes two-and-ahalf hours to get out of.
This is the goal of sites like
Facebook and YouTube. The
companies want you to waste

PHOTO BY NETFLIX

hours of your life on their apps
because it means more money
for them. They tailor your feed
to keep your interest and keep
you invested for as long as possible. Every topic you’ve ever
Googled, every profile you’ve
ever viewed, every song you’ve
ever streamed is all catalogued
and programmed into their
algorithms. The more videos
you watch, the more pictures
you like, the more ads you
view all mean more money
in the pockets of people like
Mark Zuckerberg.
What I appreciated the most
about this film was director
Jeff Orlowski’s decision to not
only sit down with experts of
the field, but explain the documentary’s points through
dramatization. A typical suburban family’s lives are significantly altered by the technology they are addicted to. Their
young daughter struggles with
self-image issues while their
teenage son is radicalized by
the endless stream of fake
news that his social media
promotes. Their parents are
unable to help them because
they don’t understand technology themselves. Sound
familiar?
This documentary was
a tough pill to swallow, as I
myself am guilty of many
of the transgressions they
warned of, especially in the
recent months of the COVID19 pandemic, when it seems
like technology is the one place
to turn to for human interaction. That being said, I am
thoroughly glad I saw this film
as it makes you acutely aware
of how much time is actually
given to these companies. My
advice to anyone who owns a
cell phone would be to take the
time to watch this documentary and seriously consider how
much of your lives has already
been spent looking at a screen.
There is a beautiful world out
there and we shouldn’t waste
our chance to see it.
Rating: 5/5
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SUNSETS OVER HORSEBARN!
Although the summer sun is setting, summer drinks live on. To kick off the school season, we decided to
mix up a “Tequila Sunset” from Delish. And while it tastes delish, it definitely didn’t come out as planned.
Delish wanted us to combine a cup of ice, 1.2 ounces of tequila, 4 ounces of orange juice, half an ounce of grenadine and a mandarin for garnish.
Being that we did not read the directions closely, a cup of ice ended up being only two ice cubes, 1.2 ounces of tequila became two shots and we added
orange juice until it felt right. Also, we don’t mess with grenadine. We’re not about that high fructose corn syrup life. Instead, we used an organic cranberry pomegranate juice. And while a few mandarin pieces were thrown in, their main function was to provide a snack accompaniment, rather than
to improve the drink itself.
In our version, the tequila flavor comes through strong, but without the usual burn of a shot. The orange juice provides a refreshing tang, without the overt
sweetness grenadine would have provided. But is it as good as what it was supposed to be? Nah, probably not.
Probably the most unfortunate part of this cocktail was the cranberry pomegranate juice. For one, it wasn’t anywhere close to being as sweet or sharp as
grenadine, but it also wasn’t nearly as dense. Thus, rather than becoming a striking sunset, our cocktail was more of a muddled orange, with only hints of red
toward the bottom. And even then, those hints of red were mainly accentuated by the red colored paper we laid out underneath the glass and the lit, red taper
candles towering over it.

Although she wasn’t as pretty in reality as her counterpart on Delish, our version certainly beat out the recipe in one area. The alcohol levels
of this drink were strong. Tea was spilled over it. You really shouldn’t mess with a girl when she and her friends are consuming this beverage.
It grants drinkers a unifying anger that could mend or destroy friendships.
The effects of this drink will vary greatly from person to person, especially when stomach content comes into play. Unfortunately for science,
we also consumed wine and straight tequila shortly after the effects of the “Tequila Sunset” set in. That being said, the two shots involved in
this beverage were powerful enough to keep drinkers drunk for the first hour.
Altogether, we have decided to recommend this drink in its altered state. It’s hard to miss the grenadine when you realize Delish wanted us
to use less than a shot of tequila. This beverage is reliable. It is controversial. And it is guaranteed to make any (21-plus-year-old) person’s night
a complete success.
Please tune in next week for a next-level, far more advanced cocktail recipe. Although, as always, we can’t promise to follow it to a tee.
Rating: 3.5/5

H

ollieats
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

There’s no better way to kick off “Hollieats” than with an entry that
combines all the topics I wish to feature in my column: travel, personal experience,
reviews and of course, food. I follow plenty of food accounts on Instagram, most of which
either focus on kinds of foods I like (noodles, cheese, etc.), feature eateries in locations near me or
are food influencers I’ve grown to like. (I’ve only recently started to follow more cooking and recipe
accounts because of apartment living this year, but I’m hoping becoming a better home cook will give me
a better appreciation for food in general.) Many of the location-themed accounts I follow are based in New
York City, which I’ve been visiting and admiring since I was young thanks to my cousins living in Flushing. At
this point, I’m able to identify some iconic dishes from popular restaurants in the city when a photo pops up in my
feed. These are just a few that top my list:
Spaghetti chitarra alla carbonara from Olio e Piú
Real ones know my obsession with eggs (and my childhood cholesterol from eating too many of them, but that’s another
story). They also know of my love for pasta – the cheesier, the better. This trattoria’s version of the classic Roman dish is perfectly
picturesque, with savory pieces of prosciutto peeking out, visible specks of cracked black pepper, freshly grated parmesan and
an almost-orange yolk adorning the nest of fresh pasta. Taking a look at the menu description, they also apparently include chili
oil, which is a pleasant twist. Dream meal: Sunday brunch with carbonara, friends and maybe their “Roncocco” house cocktail
Chocolate chip walnut cookies from Levain’s Bakery
Chances are, you’ve heard or, or at least have seen, the iconic gargantuan cookies from this New York staple. They have a few
locations around the city but that doesn’t detract from the bakery’s quality. Some people don’t even consider them cookies because of their large size and molten center which seems almost underbaked. However, I’m a sucker for cookies, melty chocolate
and decadence, so Levain’s remains high on my list. I used to not enjoy many mix-ins in my cookies, especially nuts, but I’ve truly
come to appreciate the texture and taste they provide. Dream meal: a box of chocolate chip walnut and dark chocolate chocolate
chip cookies and a glass of almond milk
Mac and cheese from The Smith
The melty, cheesy, bubbly mac and cheese from The Smith haunts my dreams. So close, yet so far. Anything presented in
a cast iron skillet immediately gets a win in my book and this NYC favorite has all the components of a mac and cheese that
I would want: white cheeses, an oven-broiled top and an oozy but not too cheesy quality (it’s possible!). And the cast iron.
Can’t forget that. Dream meal: weekday lunch with a skillet of mac and cheese all to myself after acing a law school exam
Shrimp wonton noodle soup from Wonton Noodle Garden
One of my favorite comfort foods is noodle soup. Usually it’s presented in instant ramen, but I love all forms of
noodles. There are so many wonderful eateries I want to try in Chinatown and my preferences range from enjoying an expansive feast with family in a dim sum restaurant and enjoying comforting classics at a hole-in-thewall selection. Yes, it’s nice to have xiao long bao, beef chow fun and kung pao chicken all on one plate, but
sometimes, less is more. One day, I just want to curl up with a piping bowl of rich broth, noodles to slurp
up and yummy pockets of shrimp wonton. For now, I’ll settle for the frozen shrimp wonton noodle
soup they sell at Costco, which, honestly, is pretty good. Dream meal: Rainy day dinner with
my family, each of us with our own bowls of different noodle soups
Honorable mentions: Fettuccine with wild mushrooms, light cream sauce &
pecorino romano from Piccoli Trattoria; Taiwanese popcorn chicken from
Taiwan Bear House; adobo-rito from Flip Sigi; affogato sundaes
from Caffe Panna

NYC Food
Bucket List
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Opinion Study Break
Huskytalk | What is the best/worst part about online learning?

“The best part is that
it is really easy to
get ahead in classes.
When I have extra
time, I can do some
extra work so I don’t
end up falling behind.”

“It’s hard to find a
place to study after
classes.”

Lili Schoenberg
Pre-teaching
First Semester

Aiden O’Connor
Biomentrical Engineering
Fifth semester

“The worst for me is
not being able to see
any friends.”

“Best part is I get to
sleep more.”
Jake Caporale
Biology
First Semester

Joanna Her
Biology
Fifth Semester


  
VIOLENCE, cont. from p. 4
If most rape cases show that
men are the perpetrators then
that is a “men’s issue.” It is a
problem that should bring more
concern to how boys are raised
rather than girls. But generalizing that idea is also complicated
because it lacks acknowledging
that women are just as dangerous as men.
The real problem with sexual
violence lies in society. Because
women are mainly seen as sexual victims rather than rapists,
their victimization might lessen
male-victim stories and further
add onto a toxic stigma on what
a common rapist looks like.
Minimizing sexual assault has
less to do with victimization
and more to do with gender stereotypes. The best way to lower
this violence is by decreasing
the amount of effort society puts
into creating a social norm and
instead redirecting that effort
into introducing a more genderequal community. One person’s
pain should not be a reason to
downplay another’s. In many
instances, men tend to be the
perpetrators and women the
victims of sexual assault. This
is not to say that men should
have any less of a voice than
women when it comes to rape
or abuse. On the contrary, it is
very important that men find a

Sudoku

voice when it comes to speaking
up against sexual violence, not
just for themselves but also for
anybody who has experienced
such trauma. Sexual assault
on men by men can appear humiliating to some and instill a
fear of weakness in the victims
causing them to question their
sexuality or masculinity, according to The Journal of Clinical Psychiatry. But it has been
found that female perpetrators
are more common than we like
to think. This can include abuse
by a woman on other women
and men, especially in prisons
where the majority of the population is gender-segregated.
The current construction
of gender roles is inherently
harmful when it comes to arguments about sexual violence.
Men should not be ashamed
of appearing or acting more
feminine. They should not be
persuaded to be more aggressive, upholding attitudes that
can further charge sexual assault cases. Sexual violence
becomes an “everybody issue”
when we recognize the causes
of the problem. In reality, anybody can be a victim or a perpetrator, and when we rid ourselves of a cliché, more people
can be heard. Sexual violence
has nothing to do with how you
dress or look but it has everything to do with how you choose
to think.

COMIC BY MICHAEL AUSTIN/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Mike’d Up: the race for Kumar is on
by Mike Mavredakis

STAFF WRITER
michael.quinn-mavredakis@uconn.edu

Over the past decade, we have
seen tremendous tank-jobs in
professional sports. Teams in
the MLB, NBA and NFL have
all been bad – and no matter
how much they deny it, we all
know it has been on purpose.
The Chicago Cubs were terrible from 2010 to 2014, finishing in 5th place in the NL Central in each of those seasons.
Two seasons later, they won the
World Series for the first time
in 108 years. The Houston Astros lost 106 games or more for
three straight seasons from 2011
to 2014, before winning 100 or
more in each of 2017, 2018 and
2019. They also won a now-controversial World Series in 2017.
We can’t have this conversation without mentioning “The
Process” in Philadelphia. From
2013 and 2016, the 76ers won
a combined 47 games, which
comes to a total winning percentage of .193. They were easily the worst team of the three
we’ve talked about. What have
they gotten out of it? Not a
championship, not even a conference final berth, but a Rookie
of the Year from Ben Simmons
in 2018.
That being said, there has
never been a better time to lose
in Major League Baseball than
right now. Especially after the
top tanking teams of last year
got hosed with a five-round
draft in 2020. The MLB season
is almost one third of its normal length – so theoretically
that means one-third the pain,
right?
The top of the 2021 MLB draft
is particularly interesting for
the league’s worst teams. There
are two stud right-handed
pitchers out of Vanderbilt at the
top of draft rankings: Kumar
Rocker and Jack Leiter. Of the
two, Rocker is the clear No. 1.

Kumar Rocker pitching for the Vanderbilt Commodores. PHOTO BY CHRIS GILLESPIE, FLICKR

He’s MLB.com’s No. 1 prospect
for this upcoming draft and
looks to be a special player.
The 6-foot-5 right-hander
pitched potentially the greatest
game in NCAA history in 2019
with a 19-strikeout no-hitter
against Duke in the Super Regional his freshman year. It was
the first individual no-hitter by
a Vanderbilt pitcher since 1972
and the only one ever pitched in
a Super Regional.
Throughout his entire college career, Rocker owns a
3.06 ERA with 142 strikeouts
and 29 walks through 114.2 innings. That ratio’s out to an 11.1
strikeouts per nine and a 4.9
strikeout-to-walk ratio – which
is better than Trevor Bauer, Lucas Giolito and Max Scherzer
this season.
In the shortened college baseball season this year, he threw
six scoreless against Jim Pend-

ers’ UConn baseball team in his
first start. He struck out nine
batters and walked three.
He will have another full season to prove that his freshman
and sophomore seasons were no
fluke. Well, hopefully at least.
There are realistically five
teams in the competition for the
No. 1 overall pick in the 2021
MLB draft.
As it sits, the 15-29 Boston
Red Sox have a half-game lead
on the field, but there are four
teams within one game of them,
according to Tankathon.
The Red Sox have more pitchers that I hadn’t heard of coming
into this season than those that
I had. Despite a relatively strong
offense, the 617’s designated favorite team has a league-worst
6.17 team-ERA – ironic, isn’t
it? That’s the worst in baseball
by almost a half-run on the
29th-place Colorado Rockies.

They have also committed the
second-most errors in baseball,
tying the San Francisco Giants with 32 errors through 44
games.
Considering all of that, the
Red Sox also have the thirdstrongest schedule going forward, according to Tankathon.
I have a good feeling they will
remain at the bottom of the
barrel over the next couple of
weeks.
Then there is the Texas Rangers, Arizona Diamondbacks
and Kansas City Royals all
within a half-game.
The 15-28 Diamondbacks
aren’t great, but they’re underperforming, and I don’t think
they will be as bad as they have
been recently. In their last 19
games, they have won a grand
total of two games.
They have one of the better
defenses in baseball but are

23rd in baseball in both scoring
and team-ERA. They should
start to rise back up the standings over the next two-and-ahalf weeks.
The 15-28 Royals are a bad
baseball team, but the statistics
show they’re a bit better than
they’ve played this season. They
are closer to the Diamondbacks
than they are the Red Sox, with
the 24th-best scoring offense,
17th-best in team-ERA and the
23rd-fewest errors. They are the
lower-middle class in terms of
talent but are above the talent
poverty line.
The 14-27 Rangers are also on
a massive downslide, winning
just four of their last 22 games,
but they just don’t have the talent to flip the switch right now.
They have the worst offense in
baseball, scoring less than the
St. Louis Cardinals – who have
played just 35 games this season.
All three of them have fairly
easy schedules ahead, with
the Rangers at 23rd, Diamondbacks at 24th and Royals at 25th
hardest schedules from here on
out.
Rounding out the bottom five
we have the Pittsburgh Pirates,
who have almost caught up on
games after a pair of stoppages
early on in the season. At this
point, they have the fewest
number of wins in baseball,
with a 14-26 record.
They have the worst defense
by far and one of the worst offenses, but their pitching is
decent enough to keep them
winning games. They’re actually 7-7 in their last 14 games, so
who knows how long they’ll be
in this conversation.
At this point in the season,
there’s about 16 to 18 games left
for teams, and whoever wins
the race to the bottom is going
to get a massive prize. It’s officially time to begin the quest for
Kumar.

Kucherov scores late; Lightning
take 2-0 lead over Islanders
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP)
— Even though the Tampa Bay
Lightning seem to possess some
overtime magic in the playoffs,
this was not the the time for
more hockey.
Losing leading scorer Brayden
Point to injury and Alex Killorn
to ejection and after going into
the game with just 11 forwards,
the Lightning played much of
Game 2 of the Eastern Conference final with nine players. Extra minutes would have taken

their toll against a New York Islanders team that responded in
a big way from a series-opening
blowout.
Instead of going into OT, Nikita Kucherov scored with 8.8
seconds left to break the tie and
give Tampa Bay a 2-1 victory
Wednesday night and a 2-0 series lead. The relief was visible
on the bench as coach Jon Cooper pumped his fist three times,
and the Lightning are now two
wins away from the Stanley Cup

final.
“Any goal is a good goal and
a huge goal in the series, especially that one,” said Kucherov,
who scored the near-buzzerbeater off a pass from defenseman Ryan McDonagh. “We
were short (at forward), and we
tried to play disciplined defensively and we knew our chances
were going to come. We just had
to wait and we got rewarded
and definitely it was huge for us.
We’ll take it.”

Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) makes a save
as New York Islanders’ Andrew Ladd (16) and Lightning’s Ryan
McDonagh (27) battle in front during the first period of Game 2
of the NHL hockey Eastern Conference final, Wednesday, Sept. 9,
2020, in Edmonton, Alberta. PHOTO BY JASON FRANSON, AP

Duffy pitches Royals to 3-0 win over Indians

Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Danny Duffy delivers in the second inning of the team’s baseball game against the Cleveland Indians, Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2020, in Cleveland. PHOTO BY TONY DEJAK,

CLEVELAND (AP) — Danny Duffy pitched four-hit
ball into the sixth inning and
snapped a winless streak of
nearly six years in Cleveland
as the Kansas City Royals beat
the Indians 3-0 on Wednesday
night.
Adalberto Mondesi had an
RBI single in the sixth and Edward Olivares and Nicky Lopez drove in runs in the ninth,
giving the Royals their second
straight victory after starting
September with seven losses.
Duffy (3-3) struck out four
and walked four over 5 2/3 innings to win for the first time
at Cleveland in eight starts
since Sept. 22, 2014. The lefthander was 0-6 at Progressive
Field during that span.
Jesse Hahn, Josh Staumont
and Greg Holland completed
a six-hitter as the Indians left
10 runners on base. It was
Holland’s third save in three
chances.
The Indians only threatened
once against Duffy, loading the
bases with one out in the fifth
before Francisco Lindor was
retired on a short fly to center
and Carlos Santana struck out.
Santana is a .400 career hitter
against Duffy (16 for 40).
Mondesi broke the ice
against Carlos Carrasco (2-4),
driving in Cam Gallagher with

no outs in the sixth. Kansas
City scored twice off Phil Maton in the ninth when Olivares’ bad-hop triple plated Alex
Gordon, and Olivares then
came around on Lopez’s single.
Carrasco gave up seven hits
in seven innings while wearing No. 21 as part of the MLBwide celebration of Roberto
Clemente Day. Carrasco won
the 2019 Roberto Clemente
Award for his numerous community endeavors.
The right-hander had six
strikeouts, moving into fourth
place in Indians history with
1,281 and surpassing Hall of
Famers Bob Lemon and Early
Wynn, who both had 1,277.
Delino DeShields went 3 for
4 with a triple for Cleveland,
which began the day tied with
the White Sox for first place in
the AL Central.
Lopez singled three times
and Kansas City teammates
Whit Merrifield and Olivares
had two hits apiece.
Indians manager Terry
Francona, who briefly visited
the ballpark Tuesday, missed
his 29th game because of season-long gastrointestinal issues that required surgery.
“I know he’s feeling better,
but I’m not sure how much better,” interim manager Sandy
Alomar Jr. said.

10

Thursday, September 10, 2020 • DailyCampus.com

Sports
Photo of the Day | Victory cheers

The Huskies own against the Tulsa Golden Hurricanes 92-34 in January 2020. The team celebrated Husky Heritage and Kids Day with the vintage Huskies logo. PHOTO BY
ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Roundtable: Our Super Bowl predictions
The 2020 NFL season has finally arrived, with it coming
all the highs and lows of watching your team as they make
a push for the ultimate prize.
In this week’s roundtable, the
DC Sports Section will be giving their predictions for which
two teams will reach the Super
Bowl, what the final score will
be and who will be hoisting
up the Lombardi Trophy once
it’s all said and done. Will the
Chiefs repeat? Can Lamar Jackson take the next step to earn his
first playoff win? Can we ever
count Brady and the new-look
Bucs out? Let’s dive in:
Danny Barletta
Sports Editor
You know what? This is going to be a wacky season. The
pandemic has caused many
good players to opt out, and it
also wildly impacted training
camp and the preseason. So I
believe we’re going to see some
things we’ve never seen before
this year, and one of those is
having a brand new Super Bowl
matchup of teams that have
never won the big game. My
pick is that the Houston Texans,
with their $160 million quarterback Deshaun Watson, will
defeat the Minnesota Vikings,
who will appear in their first
Super Bowl since 1977. I think
the Vikings offense, despite the

loss of Stefon Diggs, is still very
good, and their secondary is
one of the best equipped in the
league. I have no real reason for
picking the Texans to win it all
other than liking their offense
(specifically Watson) a lot. On
paper, they’re maybe the fourthbest team in the AFC, but they
play in a weak division, so we
know they’ll make the playoffs,
and from there, anything can
happen. Watson will plow his
team through the playoffs, and
the defense will be good enough
not to cost him. It’s going to be a
weird season, so let’s get weird.
Texans: 33 Vikings: 24
Ben Berg
Campus Correspondent
With a lot of uncertainty
heading into the NFL season,
two things actually are certain:
Patrick Mahomes is the best
quarterback in the AFC and
Russell Wilson is the best quarterback in the NFC. Sorry to
any Lamar Jackson, Drew Brees
or Aaron Rodgers fans but it’s
just the way it is. Given that the
Chiefs won the Super Bowl the
last time they took the field on
a Sunday, I won’t spend much
time on why they’re heavy favorites to repeat in a weak conference. But the Seahawks, with
year two of D.K. Metcalf on the
way and the first star DB Pete
Carroll’s had since prime Rich-

ard Sherman in Jamal Adams,
might finally have a roster worthy of their Hall-of-Fame QBhead coach duo in Wilson and
Carroll. That being said, they’ll
fall just short of the Chiefs in the
big game thanks to a two-touchdown performance from Travis
Kelce. Chiefs: 21 Seahawks: 17
Matt Severino
Campus Correspondent
In the year of the unexpected, I am expecting more of the
same. Between players opting
out, inevitable positive cases
and games possibly getting cancelled or postponed, this season
will test teams like never before.
Last year Patrick Mahomes
stole the show from MVP Lamar
Jackson, en route to winning
the Super Bowl. This year, the
script gets flipped. Mahomes
wins the honor for the second
time in three years, but the Ravens take down the top seeded
Chiefs in the AFC Championship. Their challenger for the
trophy? The Seahawks. No
team feels the impact of no fans
this year like Seattle, but even
after underperforming in the
regular season, Russel Wilson
puts together another magical
run. Pete Carroll and company
knock off Aaron Rodgers, Drew
Brees and Tom Brady in the
playoffs to reach the big game
and in a defensive battle, Seattle

Houston Texans quarterback Deshaun Watson (4) takes a snap
from center Nick Martin (66) during NFL football training camp
Thursday, Aug. 27, 2020, in Houston. PHOTO BY BRETT COOMER, AP

kicks a game-winning field goal
as time expires. Seahawks: 20
Ravens: 17
Matt Garry
Campus Correspondent
Like all other professional
sports, this NFL season is going
to be a lot different than in seasons before. However, I think
one thing will remain the same:
Patrick Mahomes continuing to
dominate the league. I believe
that with a combination of having the best quarterback in the
NFL, a brilliant head coach in
Andy Reid, a variety of weapons on both sides of the ball like

Tyreek Hill and Travis Kelce
and playing in a relatively
easy division, the Chiefs will
be back in the Super Bowl
come February. In the NFC, I
think that the Saints will have
a strong season if they are able
to sign Alvin Kamara to the
extension he is holding out for.
Their offensive weapons and
deep roster on defense will
give them the best chance to
contend with the Chiefs, but
I believe this season will ultimately belong to Kansas City
for the second straight year.
Chiefs: 35 Saints: 24

From best to worst: NFL tier
rankings and season predictions
PREDICTION, cont. from p. 12
dre Hopkins now in the same
offense, it’s just that, potential.
I need to see it actually work
before they get put higher on
this list. Now for the Los Angeles Rams, they very well could
finish the season with a record
of 8-8 or better and be the No.
4 team in the division, it’s just
that good. They’re still a solid
team, but they’re not the same
as when they went to the Super
Bowl just two seasons ago.
Lucky to finish .500: Pittsburgh Steelers, Cincinnati
Bengals, Indianapolis Colts,
Los Angeles Chargers, Denver Broncos, Las Vegas
Raiders, Detroit Lions
This group is divided into
two main groups: Need to move
on from a quarterback and need
to develop a quarterback. The
talent isn’t inherently bad on
any of these teams, but they’re
just not good enough to go anywhere this season. The biggest
shocker on this list for some
might be the Steelers, but even
though they have a very solid

defense, their offense is atrocious. Big Ben is nowhere close
to what he used to be and they
don’t have good options behind
him. We saw that last season.
The Colts just signed Philip
Rivers, and while I do think
he’s been one of the most consistently
underrated
QBs
throughout his career, it’s clear
he’s past his prime. The Raiders
are stuck with Derek Carr, and
while they can cut him soon, for
now, they have to live with what
they’ve got, and what they’ve
got isn’t good. The Lions are in
a similar position, and while I
do think Stafford is better than
Carr, it’s clear they’re not going
anywhere with him. They’re
just stuck for a few years.
As for the Bengals, Chargers
and Broncos, they each have
their future quarterback they
just need to take some time
to develop. It’s not their fault
they’re this low, if everything
works out they should be much
higher soon, but for now, they’re
not winning anything. They’re
on the right track though, unlike the other four teams in this

group.
Get ready for the draft:
New York Jets, Miami Dolphins, Cleveland Browns,
New York Giants, Washington Football Team, Carolina
Panthers, Chicago Bears
There are some teams here
that also just have to develop
their quarterback: The Jets,
Dolphins, Giants and Browns,
but their supporting cast isn’t
as good as the teams above
them (or they don’t have the
reigning
Heisman-winning
National Champion). The Jets
have a solid defense but an atrocious offense. The Giants have a
solid offense but an atrocious
defense. The Dolphins are bad
(but not completely atrocious)
on both sides of the ball. But
they all have what they consider to be the future at quarterback. They just need some
time to build around them. Oh,
and the Browns are a dumpster
fire. It’s a sinking ship with too
many egos over in Cleveland,
and it’s only a matter of time before they implode.
Washington is really, really

bad all around. Who knows if
they believe in Haskins at QB?
The Panthers are going into
a clear rebuild, and not even
Teddy Bridgewater will be able
to pull them out of it. And the
Bears might have the worst
quarterback in the NFL, Mitch
Trubisky, leading them into the
abyss. Did you know he was
taken before both Pat Mahomes
and Deshaun Watson?
Jaguars: Jacksonville Jaguars
Did you think I forgot about
them? No, this team is just so
bad that it would be insulting
to put them on the level of any
other teams. They needed their
own tier.
Jacksonville isn’t even trying
to hide the tank. They’re committing to going after the No.
1 overall pick, and to be honest they might already have it
locked up. I’m not going to say
they’re going to go 0-16 because
as we all know that’s very, very
hard to do, but I think they’re
clearly worse than the Dolphins were at the beginning of
last season and a lot of people

thought they could go 0-16.
I don’t envy the fanbase of
the first team the Jaguars beat.
They’re going to get put through
the ringer.
Final Predictions
Chalk: Chiefs over Saints
There’s nothing original
about this pick but it’s the most
likely, at least in my eyes. The
Chiefs are still king, and I think
this will be the year the Saints
get over the hump and make the
Super Bowl.
Bold: Texans over Vikings
I talked these two teams up
earlier and I’m doubling down.
Deshaun Watson wins MVP
and the Vikings have the best
defense in the NFL in this scenario. Will it happen? Probably
not, but I did say this is a bold
prediction.
Wild: Cardinals over Broncos
If Kyler Murray has a breakout season, Drew Lock really
steps up and the Broncos can
overcome the loss of Von Miller, this would be a really fun
matchup that gives us a glimpse
at the future of the NFL.
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Premier League Predictions: 2nd
place Manchester City
by Ty Reeves

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ty.reeves@uconn.edu

This next pick was tough to
decide. I really had to dive deep
into different squads, coaches,
play styles and transfer business. After looking at recent
success and how the clubs have
strengthened, as well as how
they have become weaker, I
think Manchester City will
challenge all season for the title
of Premier League Champions,
but in the end, they will end up
where they finished last season, second place.
Manchester City’s dominance in the Premier League
over the last decade has been
incredible.
Four
Premier
League titles since 2010, including a 100-point season in
2017-2018. However, in Europe,
they haven’t had the same success in the Champions League.
Pep Guardiola, who arguably
is the best manager in football,
came to City in 2016 to push
for a Champions League title.
So far that title has eluded him
and his team since his arrival.
It looks as though winning the
Champions League will be the
main focus of City on top of
winning the Premier League.
City has some of the best
players in the world. Midfielder Kevin De Bruyne was
recently named PFA Player of
the Year and is considered the
best midfielder in the Premier
League. Their attack will once
again include Raheem Sterling,
Sergio Agüero, Gabriel Jesus
and Riyad Mahrez, but they
lost talented young winger Leroy Sane to German club Bayern Munich during the summer
transfer window. Anyone who
knows Manchester City knows
they’re not afraid to spend big
to get the players they want in

In this Thursday, June 25, 2020 file photo, Manchester City’s Kevin De Bruyne scores a goal from a free kick during their English Premier League soccer match against Chelsea at Stamford Bridge, in London, England. PHOTO BY PAUL CHILDS/POOL PHOTO VIA AP

order to create more success.
City already brought in Spanish winger Ferran Torres from
La Liga side Valencia for 23
million euros to replace Sane.
City will look to bring in more
players especially on the defensive side of the ball.
Manchester City, defensively,
didn’t have the best season. It
seemed the City defense lacked
defensive positioning throughout the year. City’s play style
is very much smash-mouth
football. They love to keep possession, and when they lose
the ball, they are very quick
to press and win it back. City
has a tendency to play a high
line and Guardiola allows his

Huskies in
the League

UConn alum Megan Walker now plays for the New York Liberty. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Hanaisha Lewis
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hanaisha.lewis@uconn.edu

Napheesa Collier and Crystal Dangerfield continue to be
a dynamic duo in the WNBA.
In their most recent matchup
against the Washington Mystics, Collier and Dangerfield
had a combined 41 points for
the Minnesota Lynx. Dangerfield also added three defensive
rebounds and seven assists.
Collier and Dangerfield received the most minutes on the
floor, although falling short of
a victory. These two are a pair
to look out for, especially when
considering end of the season
honors like Player of the Year
and Rookie of the Year. Dangerfield has been consistent in
all areas, alongside Collier, and
has yet to falter.
Of the two UConn rookies in
the league, Megan Walker had a
slower start, but when the Liberty faced one of their toughest
components, the Los Angeles
Sparks, she came out hungry,
finishing the game with eight
points. Although she will not
experience the playoffs this
year, she got a glimpse of what
is expected of her and perhaps,

like in her freshman year at
UConn, this is the gradual start
to seeing all that she can do on
the court.
Liberty teammate Kia Nurse
has also struggled to find success this season. Nonetheless,
she still is a leader for her team.
With four players out including Asia Durr and most recently Amanda Zahui B., Nurse
and the other veterans have the
obligation of teaching the seven
rookies the ways of the league.
15-year WNBA veteran Diana
Taurasi has yet to miss a beat in
her playing career and remains
relentless on the court with her
name once again among the top
scorers in the league. Although
the Mercury fell short to the
Connecticut Sun, that did not
stop Taurasi from contributing
19 points and snatching three
rebounds off the glass. With
more veterans on her team,
Taurasi has found consistent
ways to lead her team to wins
compared to her fellow UConnalum.
The WNBA playoffs are just
around the corner, and while
we won’t see all of the alumni
present, those who made the
cut are sure to put on a show
with the stakes raised.

center-backs to dribble into
space in the opponent’s half of
the field. The only issue with
this is City doesn’t have the
pace to get back. We saw it in
their Champions League match
against Lyon, where all of Lyon’s goals were off the counter-attack. So the center-back
position is somewhere the club
needs to improve in order to fix
their problems.
Guardiola
has
already
brought in Dutch center-back
Nathan Aké from English club
Bournemouth, who was recently relegated from the Premier League, in the hope to
fix those defensive issues the
squad has. Unfortunately, City

will be missing world-class
center-back Aymeric Laporte,
as the defender recently tested
positive for COVID-19. That
could mean Brazilian midfielder Fernandinho slides in
as a center-back, or we could
see England international John
Stones get a chance to work
his way back into the squad.
Without a doubt, Manchester
City will still be looking to sign
a center-back in the transfer
window.
The player Pep has in mind
is Napoli defender Kalidou
Koulibaly. The Senegal international is regarded as one of
the best center-backs in the
world as has been linked with

a move to the Premier League
for the last two seasons. There
is no clear-cut answer if Koulibaly is on his way to City, but
all signs are pointing in that
direction.
Manchester City without
a doubt is one of the two best
clubs in English football now.
To say that they will continue
their dominance in the league
though is up in the air. Pep
will hope to take back the title
of Premier League Champions and leave his stamp in
Europe by bringing City their
first Champions League Trophy. Manchester City open up
league play on Sept. 21 against
Wolverhampton Wanderers.

Why you should pay attention
to the Toronto Blue Jays
by Jonathan Synott
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

These are troubling times in
the AL East. Well, at least for
people in Connecticut.
A longtime battleground state
between Red Sox and Yankees
fans, this hectic 2020 season has
given some common ground between our two teams.
We suck.
Red Sox fans (myself included), still mad about trading away
a generational talent in Mookie
Betts, have watched in disgust
as the team struggles more at
the plate and seems to get worse
and worse on the mound as the
games go on. The low, low expectations set for the team have
somehow not been achieved in
this throwaway of a season.
Yankees fans, with big expectations for a World Series run,
have been plagued by injuries,
have gone 5-15 in the last 20
games and currently sit at 21-21
as the No. 8 seed in the revised
playoff format.
But while some teams struggle, others thrive, such as the
Toronto Blue Jays. While they
finished 2019 with a horrible 28
games under .500, the plethora
of young talent coming up from
the farm system have made
many fans excited for the future. They just didn’t know it
would get here so fast. If your
favorite team gets bounced from

the postseason, here’s why you
should root for the Jays.
Unlike the Sox or Yankees, the
Blue Jays are a fun team to watch.
On Monday night after being
down 5-2, the offense exploded
for a 10 run 6th inning, capped by
a grand slam from Danny Jansen.
RBI singles also came from Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Lourdes Gurriel Jr. and Travis Shaw. Their
fifth-best 66 home runs bring lots
of excitement to the table.
On Tuesday night, they picked
up a big win over the struggling
Yankees thanks to great performances by the pitching staff and
a two-run bomb by Jonathan Davis. This win is their third in a
row and puts Toronto at just 3.5
games back of the first-place Rays
with a few weeks left in the season.
Led by youngsters Bo Bichette,
Cavan Biggio, Gurriel and Guerrero, the Blue Jays have shown
massive improvements from last
year and are only getting better.
They finished last year with a
league-worst .235 batting average
and a 23rd-best OPS of .733. This
year, however, they have posted a
.257 average and an OPS of .778,
which rank 10th and eighth, respectively.
On the pitching side, there
have been big strides as well, led
by ace Hyun Jin Ryu. The team
finished 2019 with a WHIP of
1.43 and an ERA of 4.79, 21st in
the majors. Currently, their team
WHIP is 1.35 while allowing just
3.94 earned runs per game, put-

ting themselves at the eighth-best
mark in Major League Baseball.
At the trade deadline, the Blue
Jays acquired a handful of players, most notably starting pitcher
Taijaun Walker. He is having a
very strong season, going 3-2 with
an ERA of 3.26 with a WHIP of
1.112. His first appearance as a
Blue Jay led to six shutout innings
and a win, making a great first
impression with the fans. He will
provide much-needed depth to a
rotation plagued by injuries.
Getting into the MLB playoffs
is a lofty goal, as only 10 teams in
the league get a postseason bid.
For this year only, six extra teams
will have a shot at a ring. Under
this revised format, Toronto is
currently the fifth seed in the
American League. This would
be the first time Toronto would
make the playoffs since 2016,
and just the third time since their
back-to-back World Series wins
in 1992 and 1993.
If the season ended today, they
would be the fifth seed, playing
at the fourth seed Chicago White
Sox. While they haven’t played
each other this season because
of a COVID-19 schedule shift, the
White Sox are 26-15 in a tie for
first place in the AL Central with
the Cleveland Indians.
For a team that quietly struggled last year, the Toronto Blue
Jays are making a lot of noise. So
if your favorite team is struggling
to stay afloat this season, hop on
the Blue Jays’ bandwagon; it’s
sure to be a hell of a ride.

Toronto Blue Jays’ Derek Fisher, right, is congratulated by Jonathan Davis after his two-run home
run against the New York Yankees during the second inning of a baseball game in Buffalo, N.Y.,
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2020. PHOTO BY ADRIAN KRAUS/AP PHOTO
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NFL teams tier-ranked and season predictions
by Jorge Eckardt
STAFF WRITER
jorge.eckardt@uconn.edu

The NFL season starts today.
I know, I can’t believe it either.
But it’s real, so it’s time to tier
rank all the teams so fans can
properly set their expectations
for this season. Oh, and inside
the individual tiers, the teams
are in no particular order.
The best of the best: Kansas City Chiefs, Baltimore
Ravens,
San
Francisco
49ers, New Orleans Saints
At the very top, we’ve got four
teams, two from each league. If
everything goes chalk, they’ll
be the teams in the AFC and
NFC championship games. The
defending champion Chiefs
brought back much of the same
squad and are the clear favorite
to repeat this season. They’ve
also got the no-brainer best
player in the NFL, no matter
what any NFL top-100 players
list will have you believe.
The Ravens have the reigning MVP and possibly most
dynamic player in the league,
Lamar Jackson, along with one
of the best defensive units in
the NFL. Their season rides on
if Jackson can even come close
to replicating the success he
had in 2019 now that defenses
have had an entire offseason
to gameplan around him. I’m
not saying he won’t, but it’ll be
tough.
The 49ers came ever so close
to winning the Super Bowl before Patrick Mahomes worked
his magic, but they’ve still undoubtedly got one of the most
talented rosters in the league.
My biggest concern for them is
Jimmy Garoppolo — he’s just
not all that. He’s fine, but he’s
not going to really win you any
games based solely on his play.
If they want to make it back to
the final Sunday of the season,
they’ll have to do it on the backs
of their defense once again.
As for the Saints, they’ve
been one of the best teams in the
NFL over the past couple of seasons but have underperformed
when the playoffs rolled around
(not always their fault, but hey
it was two postseasons ago,
Saints fans just have to move
on already). If Drew Brees can

In this Monday, Aug. 24, 2020, file photo, Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson, left, hands
off to running back Mark Ingram II during a drill at an NFL football training camp practice, in Owings Mills, Md. Ingram intends to cap a decade of bullish carries up the middle by helping the Baltimore Ravens break their own single-season record of 3,296 yards rushing. PHOTO BY NAME NAME, POSITION/
THE DAILY CAMPUS

hold off significant natural age
regression for another year and
Alvin Kamara actually shows
up, this team could seriously go
all the way. If both those things
don’t happen, they’re still the
best team in the division.
Could make some serious
noise: Houston Texans, Tennessee Titans, Seattle Seahawks, Minnesota Vikings
My two hottest takes come
in this tier — the Houston
Texans and the Minnesota Vikings. Listen, every year there
are those teams that are criminally underrated because even
though they have talent, people
are overreacting to a move they
made in the offseason. That’s
the case with these two teams.
Did everyone forget the Texans made it to the Divisional
Round of the playoffs last season and put up 31 points only to
lose because they were playing
the Chiefs? Sure, Bill O’Brien is
a very questionable head coach/
general manager and trading
away DeAndre Hopkins for
David Johnson wasn’t smart,
but their receiving corps with
new addition Brandon Cooks
are still very above average
and they did get an upgrade at
running back. But ultimately, it
comes down to this for me: The

Texans have the best quarterback in the NFL not named Pat
Mahomes or Lamar Jackson.
Deshaun Watson is a legitimate
superstar. He makes things
happen on a football field not
many other quarterbacks can.
With him at the helm and a still
very solid roster surrounding
him, I could very much see a
deep playoff run in their future.
As for the Vikings, yes they
traded away Stefon Diggs but he
had a bit of an attitude problem
and they did a good job replacing him by drafting Justin Jefferson in the first round. Their
defense, despite losing Everson
Griffen, is still very above average, and the offensive unit as
a whole should also be above
average. Kirk Cousins isn’t as
bad of a quarterback as people
make him out to be. He’s actually pretty good, believe it or not,
and if Adam Thielen is healthy,
the two of them will have a very
nice season together. Oh, and
did I mention they also made
the Divisional Round, beating
the Saints along the way, only to
lose to the eventual NFC champion 49ers? This team is still
very, very good.
Now for the other two teams,
the Seahawks and Titans. Both
of them finishing towards the

top of the league wouldn’t be
that surprising. Seattle has a
very good offense with one of
the best quarterbacks in the
NFL in Russell Wilson and a
very good defense that will only
improve with the addition of
Jamal Adams. Meanwhile, the
Titans need a repeat year from
Derrick Henry, which isn’t that
crazy to ask for. Their defense is
also very solid, and the addition
of Jadeveon Clowney a few days
ago makes them even better.
Might make the playoffs
but probably won’t seriously
compete: New England Patriots, Buffalo Bills, Dallas Cowboys, Philadelphia
Eagles, Green Bay Packers,
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Atlanta Falcons, Arizona Cardinals, Los Angeles Rams
There are a lot of teams here
(and still left to go) so I’m going to quickly mention each
one of them so this article isn’t
5,000 words. The Patriots obviously have had a lot of change
and are no longer the favorites in the AFC much less the
AFC East. Cam Newton might
work, he might not. They also
lost a bunch of players to either free agency or opt-outs,
so I just don’t see this team being that good. The only reason

they’re not lower is because I’ve
learned you can never count
Bill Belichick out. A lot of people also like the division rival
Buffalo Bills, but even though
their defense is very good, Josh
Allen in my opinion is one of the
worst quarterbacks in the NFL.
You need a good QB if you want
to seriously compete. Reference
the first article I ever wrote for
The Daily Campus back in 2017
(don’t judge).
In the opposite East division,
I’ve also seen a lot of people
buying into both the Dallas
Cowboys and the Philadelphia
Eagles. Sure, the Cowboys
have the talent to be great but
something about them always
doesn’t let them do so, and I
don’t expect anything to change
this year. As for the Eagles, if
Wentz gets hurt (which at this
point seems more likely than
not), the season goes down the
drain once again. Even if he
doesn’t, nothing about their
team jumps out at me and
screams contender.
The Packers are going
through a lot of turmoil right
now, selecting players for
seemingly all the positions they
didn’t need help at in the early
rounds of the NFL draft. One of
which was a first-round QB, so
that doesn’t bode well for future
Hall-of-Famer Aaron Rodgers.
Too much drama potential for
me to buy into them being contenders.
The Buccaneers are interesting, but all of their chips are
now on 43-year-old Tom Brady
who is moving to a new offense
for the first time in his career.
Who knows if it will work? He
also showed some clear signs
of decline last season (don’t
believe me? Look at the stats),
so that will probably only get
worse. The division rival Atlanta Falcons are just one of
those teams that’s solid, should
win games, but unless Matt
Ryan has another MVP season,
won’t seriously compete.
The Arizona Cardinals are
one of the more interesting
teams in the league, and while
they have a ton of potential
with Kyler Murray and DeAn-

See PREDICTION, p. 10

NHL: Western Conference Final Game 2 recap
by Ben Berg

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

After being shut out 1-0 in
Game 1 of the Western Conference Final by the Dallas Stars,
the Vegas Golden Knights responded in Game 2 with a 3-0
shutout of their own to tie the
series at one game apiece.
The two teams battled
through a scoreless first period when Vegas center Paul
Stastny parked himself in front
of the Dallas net and tipped in
a pass from Max Pacioretty to
get the Knights on the board at
4:53 of the second period. From
there, the previously dormant
Vegas offense came alive as
center William Karlsson and
left-winger Tomas Nosek each
scored at 8:24 and 14:32 of the
second period, respectively.
The three goals Vegas tallied in
the second period would be all
the team needed to secure the

Game 2 victory and even the
series at 1-1.
Vegas is looking to build
on their encouraging Game 2
performance as they got outstanding goaltending and some
much-needed depth-scoring.
Goalie Robin Lehner, who Vegas acquired at the deadline
for draft picks, has turned out
to be the MVP of the playoffs
so far for the Knights. In 13
games this postseason, Lehner
has gone 9-4 with a .924 save
percentage and a 1.84 goalsagainst-average. Lehner’s save
percentage and GAA are both
the best marks of any remaining starting goalies, and his
nine wins are second only to
Andrei Vasilevsky of the Tampa Bay Lightning. Meanwhile,
Karlsson scored for the first
time in over five games while
Pacioretty tallied an assist
for the first time in that same
span. If Vegas hopes to hoist
the Stanley Cup, they’ll need

those two to have more performances like they did in Game
2.
There aren’t many positives
for Dallas to take from Game
2, so they’ll likely look to simply turn the page and reset
for Game 3. Of concern for the
Stars, though, is that, after allowing three goals in less than
10 minutes, goaltender Anton
Khudobin was pulled from
the game and replaced by Jake
Oettinger who stopped all five
shots he faced. With Dallas
starter Ben Bishop currently
sidelined with a lower body
injury, the Stars will need to
rely on Khudobin heavily to
perform better if they hope to
advance to the Stanley Cup Final. Miro Heiskanen, the star
young defenseman who leads
Dallas in scoring this postseason, has also been held without
a point in this series so far.
Game 3 is on Thursday, Sept.
10 at 8:00 p.m. Eastern.
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Dallas Stars goalie Anton Khudobin (35) watches as Vegas Golden
Knights’ Nicolas Roy (10), Paul Stastny (26) and Max Pacioretty
(67) celebrate a goal during the second period of Game 2 of the
NHL hockey Western Conference final, Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020, in
Edmonton, Alberta. PHOTO BY JASON FRANSON/THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP
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Almost that time.
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