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Huskies temporarily closes to improve UConn announces
their COVID safety measures
upcoming spring

classes will be mix of
online and in-person

by Ashley Anglisano
NEWS EDITOR
ashley.anglisano@uconn.edu

Huskies Bar has an outdoor patio for dining to keep patrons distanced. Signs emphasizing social
distancing and public health are displayed in all areas. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Naiela Suleiman

ed,” Prokop said.
Huskies Bar was flagged by the
“We told them we
wouldn’t sign the health department because some
A bar near the University of cease-and-desist
of the tables had been moved
Connecticut was temporarily but would voluncloser than the required six feet
closed by the local health de- tarily close until
partment in late August due to we came to an
distance from the chair backs.
inquiries about the safety plan agreement with
the health departfor the restaurant and bar.
Huskies Bar and Restau- ment.”
staying at their table unless
The restaurant removed a you have to use the restroom,
rant and Huskies Tavern was
flagged by the health depart- few tables for more distance that you have to wear your
ment because some of the tables between each table and added mask if you get up from the tahad been moved closer than the a host to make sure people are ble and that you can’t stop and
required six feet distance from complying with the rules.
socialize with friends when
“In the first week, we you’re on the way to the baththe chair backs, Don Prokop,
learned that people are push- room or your table,” Prokop
partial business owner said.
“The health department ing their chairs out further said.
came in Thursday night but than expected so we eliminatPeople who fail to comply
they didn’t close us, they left us ed a few tables, leaving close to with the rules will be refused
a checklist of things that needed ten feet of space between each service, Prokop said.
to be addressed,” Prokop said. group,” Prokop said.
“At best, people will be given
The host serves as a remind- one warning, because the re“We had addressed all of those
items by 10 a.m. Friday morning er to people of their responsi- sponsibility of compliance falls
and we contacted the health de- bility as customers while visit- on the business they will be
ing the business.
partment to let them know.”
asked to leave,” Prokop said.
“We now have a host that
The health department reThe business will remain
sponded to their safety changes takes every group of people open and continue to maintain
with a cease-and-desist order, from our entrance to a table COVID-19 safety standards as
and explains the rules about
but Huskies did not sign it.
the semester progresses.
“In terms of the list of
“We put a lot of time
corrections, they were
and money into making
The health department responded our business COVID-19
all made and that satisfied the cease-and-decompliant but I think
to their safety changes with
sist, with the exception
Mansfield’s stance with
a cease-and-desist order, but
that they wanted a more
students, they probably
detailed COVID safety
chose to check us out,”
Huskies did not sign it.
plan which we providProkop said.
STAFF WRITER
naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

Officials at the University
of Connecticut announced in
an email to staff members on
Tuesday that classes for the
upcoming spring semester
will continue to be held in a
variety of formats, including online, in-person and hybrids.
“At UConn, we plan to continue to deliver courses in a
mix of virtual and in-person
formats for the spring 2021
semester as long as gating
conditions allow us to do so,”
an email from Carl Lunz,
provost, and Nathan Fuerts,
vice president, said. “This is
the most prudent approach to
take at this time, given how
many variables could change
regarding COVID-19 spread
and mitigation efforts in the
U.S. over the next several
months.”
Fees for the upcoming semester are also still being discussed by officials.
“We are working through
how we will address any
student fee waivers for the
spring,” the email said. “We
are working to simplify the
process and messaging. We
plan to make decisions and
communicate details of the
waiver before registration.”
The decision on how a class
will be taught is up to the professor, according to the email,
as it was for the fall semester.
“All instructors need to be
prepared with some elements
of virtual delivery as scenarios could be f luid,” the email
said.
Professors must submit
their course modality by Sept.
25 and modality changes will
be allowed until Oct. 19.
Different course modalities include online, distance
learning,
hybrid/blended,
split,
in-person,
service
learning and by arrangement.
Online classes will be

“At UConn, we
plan to continue to
deliver courses in a
mix of virtual and
in-person formats
for the spring 2020
semester as long as
gating conditions
allow us to do so.”
“We are working
through how we will
address any student
fee waivers for the
spring.”
CARL LUNZ, PROVOST
NATHAN FUERST, VICE
PRESIDENT

taught entirely online, and
will never have official meeting times. Distance learning requires the professor to
teach synchronously at the
scheduled class time, but on
a virtual platform. Hybrid/
blended courses require only
25% of meetings to be in-person, and will also have online
components. Split classes
mean some students will attend in-person some days
and alternate between that
and online. By arrangement
classes are meant for students in clinical placements,
field placements, internships,
independent studies and research hours.
“You should choose the modality that most accurately
ref lects your plans for course
delivery,” the email said.
“Students rely on these details to consider the selection
of courses that best matches
their educational and personal needs.”

A guide to course modality
In-Person: Classes will meet in-person
during all scheduled class times.
Online: Classes will never meet in-person,
nor are you expected to be available at any
particular time for instruction.

UConn’s West Hartford campus
is for sale again ... page 2

Distance Learning: Classes never meet
in-person, but class will be taught at a
scheduled time on a virtual platform.
Hybrid/Blended: Classes have both
in-person and online components, 25% of
instruction must occur in person.

Photo courtesy Hartford Courant
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Former UConn West Hartford campus up for sale once again
by Luke Hajdasz
STAFF WRITER
luke.hajdasz@uconn.edu

The former University of
Connecticut campus in West
Hartford has yet another “for
sale” sign on its front lawn.
The 58 acre property, located
at 1700 and 1800 Asylum Avenue in West Hartford, is currently owned by Ideanomics, a
New York based tech company
focusing on expanding into the
electric vehicle market.
There is no asking price currently for the property, which
Ideanomics paid $5.2 million for
in 2018.
In late 2017, the UConn Board
of Trustees approved the sale of
the property to the town of West
Hartford. Since then, UConn
has played “no role” in the
property, UConn spokesperson
Stephanie Reitz said.
After first taking it over, Ideanomics planned to create Fintech Village, a $400+ million
park with space for Ideanomics offices, community centers,
recreational space, art galleries
and a wetlands park walkway.
Renderings were created and
released to the public, but nothing ever came to fruition.
According to reports first
made by the Hartford Business
Journal, Ideanomics reported to
shareholders earlier this year a
$98.5 million loss for 2019, and
that it would seek to “divest”
its plans of the West Hartford
property.
In June of this year, the West
Hartford Town Council voted
unanimously to reevaluate their
purchase of the space, giving
them first right of refusal to
any potential buyer. During the
six months, which will be over
at the end of 2020, the town of

The former University of Connecticut West Hartford campus was sold to the town of West Hartford in 2017, and Ideanomics bought
the land for $5.2 million in 2018. The property is again for sale and does not yet have a price tag. PHOTO COURTESY THE HARTFORD COURANT

West Hartford will maintain
the grounds, which has been
the victim of many blight complaints, and lease out the ball
fields. Currently, there are only
four remaining buildings still
standing from the lots’ UConn
days.
Ideanomics did not respond
to The Daily Campus for comment on the sale, nor did Colliers International listing agent
John Cafasso.

The 58 acre
property is located
at 1700 and 1800
Asylum Avenue in
West Hartford.

In late 2o17, the
UConn Board of
Trustees approved
the sale of the
property to the town
of West Hartford.

There is no asking
price currently, but
Ideanomics paid
$5.2 million for the
property in 2018.

AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine study paused after one illness
(AP) -- Late-stage studies
of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19
vaccine candidate are on temporary hold while the company investigates whether a
recipient’s “potentially unexplained” illness is a side effect
of the shot.
In a statement issued Tuesday evening, the company said
its “standard review process
triggered a pause to vaccination to allow review of safety
data.”
AstraZeneca didn’t reveal
any information about the possible side effect except to call
it “a potentially unexplained
illness.” The health news site
STAT first reported the pause
in testing, saying the possible
side effect occurred in the
United Kingdom.
An AstraZeneca spokesperson confirmed the pause in
vaccinations covers studies in

the U.S. and other countries.
Late last month, AstraZeneca
began recruiting 30,000 people in the U.S. for its largest
study of the vaccine. It also is
testing the vaccine, developed
by Oxford University, in thousands of people in Britain, and
in smaller studies in Brazil
and South Africa.
Two other vaccines are in
huge, final-stage tests in the
United States, one made by
Moderna Inc. and the other
by Pfizer and Germany’s BioNTech. Those two vaccines
work differently than AstraZeneca’s, and the studies already have recruited about
two-thirds of the needed volunteers.
Temporary holds of large
medical studies aren’t unusual, and investigating any serious or unexpected reaction is a
mandatory part of safety test-
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ing. AstraZeneca pointed out
that it’s possible the problem
could be a coincidence; illnesses of all sorts could arise in
studies of thousands of people.
“We are working to expedite
the review of the single event
to minimize any potential impact on the trial timeline,” the
company statement said.
It’s likely the unexplained
illness was serious enough to
require hospitalization and
not a mild side effect such
as fever or muscle pain, said
Deborah Fuller, a University
of Washington researcher who
is working on a different COVID-19 vaccine that has not yet
started human testing.
“This is not something to be
alarmed about,” Fuller said.
Instead, it’s reassuring that
the company is pausing the
study to figure out what’s happening and carefully monitor-

ing the health of study participants.
Dr. Ashish Jha of Brown
University said via Twitter
that the significance of the
interruption was unclear but
that he was “still optimistic” that an effective vaccine
will be found in the coming
months.
“But optimism isn’t evidence,” he wrote. “Let’s let science drive this process.”
Angela Rasmussen, a virologist at Columbia University in
New York, tweeted that the illness may be unrelated to the
vaccine, “but the important
part is that this is why we do
trials before rolling out a vaccine to the general public.”
During the third and final
stage of testing, researchers
look for any signs of possible
side effects that may have gone
undetected in earlier patient
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research. Because of their
large size, the studies are considered the most important
study phase for picking up less
common side effects and establishing safety.
The trials also assess effectiveness by tracking who gets
sick and who doesn’t between
patients getting the vaccine
and those receiving a dummy
shot.
The development came the
same day that AstraZeneca
and eight other drugmakers issued an unusual pledge, vowing to uphold the highest ethical and scientific standards in
developing their vaccines.
The announcement follows
worries that President Donald
Trump will pressure the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration to approve a vaccine before it’s proven to be safe and
effective.
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Start of school in Hartford delayed by ransomware attack
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) —
One the worst cyberattacks yet
against Connecticut’s capital
city forced officials to postpone
the first day of school Tuesday,
disrupting the day for thousands of families as city computer experts rushed to restore
systems vital for school operations.
Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin said the hacker or hackers
indicated it was a ransomware
attack, but only left an email
address to contact and made no
specific ransom demand. The
problem was discovered Saturday and numerous systems
were affected, including one
used to communicate transportation routes and live information to school bus drivers.
Tuesday was supposed to be
the first day of school for the
district of about 18,000 students. Both in-person and remote learning were postponed
to Wednesday, officials said.

“We are often the subject of
cyberattacks,” Bronin said at
a news conference. “This was,
however, the most extensive
and significant attack that the
city has been subject to ... certainly in the last five years.”
Much of the damage had been
repaired by Monday night, and
work on critical systems was
completed Tuesday. The city’s
$500,000 worth of cybersecurity improvements implemented last year prevented officials
from being locked out of the
city’s systems, Bronin said.
Superintendent of Schools
Leslie Torres-Rodriguez announced the school opening
postponement early Tuesday
morning and said officials were
checking to see if any school
staff computers were affected
by the attack.
“We are heavily relying on all
of our technology and on our
staff’s ability to access technology in order to deliver remote in-

struction, given that more than
half of our student population
has elected to learn remotely,”
she said. “The team ... is trying
to assess the impact throughout
all of our 40 schools.”
Torres-Rodriguez said city
schools were ready to open
with a variety of coronavirus
precautions. School officials
said pre-kindergarten through
ninth grade were to be fully in
person, while a hybrid system
of in-school and remote learning will be used for grades 10
through 12, under the currently
low virus rate of fewer than 10
new cases per 100,000 population over a seven-day average.
Many parents took to social
media Tuesday to express disappointment over the first day
of school being postponed, with
their children looking forward
to returning to classes and seeing their friends. Some also
were upset at what they called
last-minute notice of the delay,

noting officials knew about the
problem since the weekend.
Kate Court said her 13-yearold son was already dressed
and ready to go to the bus stop
when she discovered the postponement. A New Britain resident and shipping warehouse
worker, Court’s teenager attends a Hartford magnet school
and her 8-year-old son goes to a
Hartford elementary school.
“I didn’t get the message until
6 a.m.,” she said. “It’s pretty ridiculous. I’m a lucky one in that
my mom was home to watch
them. If not, I would have ... had
to miss work.”
“This is crazy,” she said
“We’re looking for normalcy
again, whatever that may be.”
School officials said that
while most of the computer systems were restored by Monday
night, they did not learn until
early Tuesday morning that the
bus transportation system was
still down.

Ransomware attacks targeting state and local governments
have been on the rise, with cyber criminals seeking quick
money by seizing data and
holding it hostage until they get
paid.
City officials say it wasn’t
clear how the hacker or hackers
gained access to city systems or
if the attack was aimed at delaying the opening of school.
Bronin said it appeared no
sensitive personal or financial
information was stolen in the
attack.
More than 200 of the city’s
300 computer servers were
disrupted. Besides the schools,
the police department systems
for report writing and video
cameras also were affected, but
there were no problems with
the 911 system, Police Chief Jason Thody said.
City police were working
with the FBI to try to identify
who was behind the attack.

Trump, Biden and the road to 270 electoral votes
WAYZATA, Minn. (AP) —
For such a volatile year, the
White House race between
President Donald Trump and
Democratic challenger Joe
Biden has been remarkably
consistent.
With Election Day just eight
weeks away, Biden is maintaining the same comfortable
lead in most national polls
that he enjoyed through the
summer. He also has an advantage, though narrower,
in many of the battleground
states that will decide the
election. Trump remains in
striking distance, banking on
the intensity of his most loyal
supporters and the hope that
disillusioned Republicans ultimately swing his way.
Still, both parties are braced
for the prospect of sudden
changes ahead, particularly
as Trump makes an aggressive pitch to white suburban
voters focused on safety and
fear of violent unrest. It’s unclear how well his rhetoric
will resonate, but Democrats
insist it can’t be ignored, especially in the upper Midwest.
That’s especially true in
Minnesota, a state that hasn’t
voted for a Republican presidential candidate since 1972.
Democrats there say they’re
increasingly concerned that
the state is genuinely in play
this year.
“Trump can win Minnesota,” said Rep. Dean Phillips,
who in 2018 became the first
Democrat to win his suburban Minneapolis district since
1960. “It’s real. It’s absolutely
real.”
While Trump’s campaign
is touting a play for Minnesota as a way to expand the
electoral map, the president
is playing defense in a host of
the other battleground states
he needs in order to secure the
270 Electoral College votes to
keep the White House. Biden’s
campaign is laser-focused on
the states in the Midwest and
close by that Trump f lipped
in 2016 -- Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania -- and
also making a robust play for
Arizona, a state that hasn’t
backed a Democratic presidential candidate since 1996.
Biden is also redoubling
his focus on Florida, the biggest prize among the perennial battlegrounds and a
state that would virtually
block Trump’s reelection if it
swings Democratic. Biden’s
allies hoped the devastating
toll of the pandemic would
put them in a strong position
there, but a poll released on
Tuesday found voters were
closely divided. Kamala Harris, Biden’s running mate, will

make the campaign’s first inperson appearance in Florida
on Thursday.
Beyond Florida, recent polls
suggest close races in Pennsylvania and North Carolina,
while a Fox News poll conducted after the recent national conventions gave Biden an
advantage in Wisconsin. Polls
conducted earlier in the summer also suggested a Biden
lead in Michigan. Another
post-convention Fox News
poll found a Biden advantage
in Arizona.
Still, polls that showed competitive races or even Democratic advantages in traditionally Republican states proved
to be false indicators for Democrats in 2016.
Biden’s aides are bullish
about competing on a broad
map that includes multiple
states Trump won in 2016,
including Florida, Arizona,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin.
“There’s a number of combinations that will allow us to
get where we need to go and
get over the 270 hump,” Jennifer O’Malley Dillon, Biden’s
campaign manager, told reporters last week.
But Trump has some important organizational advantages.
The campaigns will match
each other almost dollar for
dollar on television advertising nationwide through
Election Day — each side has
reserved $149 million in TV
ads — but the money isn’t distributed evenly, according to
the ad tracking firm Kantar/
CMAG. In Minnesota, for example, Trump is scheduled to
spend four times as much as
Biden.
Trump has been far more
willing to invest his time with
swing-state voters on the
campaign trail. His rally last
month in Mankato was his
fifth appearance in Minnesota
since taking office. He was in
both Florida and North Carolina on Tuesday.
And while Biden resumed
in-person campaigning last
week after months of avoiding significant travel because
of the pandemic, Trump is
expected to embrace a much
more aggressive campaign
schedule than Biden in the
coming weeks.
Republicans claim another
practical advantage on the
ground: People. Trump’s team
has thousands of paid staff
and volunteers across the
country courting voters faceto-face, while Democrats are
still conducting their canvassing efforts almost exclusively
by phone and online.

CLASSIFIEDS
Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an

error materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first
incorrect insertion. Ads will only be printed if they are accompanied
by both first and last name as well as telephone number. Names and
numbers may be subject to verification. All advertising is subject to
acceptance by The Daily Campus, which reserves the right to reject
any ad copy at its sole discretion. The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.

President Donald Trump, center, speaks during an event discussing environmental policies at the
Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse and Museum Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020, in Jupiter, Fla. PHOTO BY JOHN RAOUX, AP
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Be flu free!
by Anika Veeraraghav |

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

Flu season normally begins
each year in the fall and we
are all encouraged to get our
f lu shots in early October.
This year, f lu shots are more
important than ever due to
the impact of the f lu as well as
COVID-19.
Vaccines are immensely important for the protection of
the population. The flu vaccine, specifically, is created
each year using data based on
which viruses are circulating
and which viruses scientists
predict will circulate in the
upcoming year. Even though
the predictions are often not
completely accurate, vaccines
do offer a good amount of protection. In February 2020, the
f lu vaccine for the 2019-2020
season was reported to be approximately 45% effective.
This effectiveness is a much
better alternative than having
no protection at all. Research
has also shown that those who
contract the f lu after being
vaccinated often have a less
severe version of the illness.
However, in previous years,
less than 50% of Americans
received the f lu vaccine. This
must change.
This year especially, it is incredibly important to receive
a f lu shot. Both COVID-19 and
inf luenza have similar symptoms, such as fever, chills,
fatigue and muscle pain. By
getting a f lu shot and decreasing the possibility of contracting the f lu, it will be easier for

doctors to diagnose the illness.
Getting a flu vaccine would
also help ensure hospitals and
other medical facilities are
not overwhelmed. During the

It is a public duty
for as many people
as possible to get
vaccines in order to
protect ourselves and
our community.
pandemic, there has been a
shortage of personal protective equipment (PPE), ICU beds
and hospital staff. With the effects of both COVID-19 and the
flu, there may be a surge in the
number of patients and resources needed. If people are vaccinated, however, this surge may
not be as great.

Both COVID-19 and
influenza have similar
symptoms, such as
fever, chills, fatigue
and muscle pain.
It is also important to note
that influenza has its own deadly effects. During the 2019-2020
flu season, the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) estimated that between
24,000 and 62,000 people in the
U.S. died due to the flu. There
were even reports of patients
who had both COVID-19 as well
as the flu at the same time.

The vaccines not only give
people individual protection, but also helps the community. If there are people in
the community unable to get
the vaccine due to a compromised immune system or age
restrictions, there will be still
a smaller chance that the virus will spread.
It is a public duty for as
many people as possible to
get vaccines in order to protect ourselves and our community. Having access to a
vaccine and choosing not to
get it is both selfish as well as
reckless.
Currently, there are measures being put in place by
states, government agencies
as well as private companies
to ensure people around the
country have access to a f lu
vaccine. The CDC has even
created a website so that
anyone in the U.S. can find
a place that administers f lu
vaccines based on their location. Drugstores such as CVS,
Walgreens and Rite Aid also
offer f lu shots for anyone over
the age of 18.
Doctors recommend that
people should receive their
f lu shots in October so that
people have better immunity,
especially come March when
there is often a surge in the
number of f lu cases. However, it is never too early to
start thinking and spreading
the word about getting vaccinated!

Op-ed Students should be heard
To the UConn Community,
Most op-eds from members of the Student
Government or other major groups on campus begin with the words “I am not writing on
behalf of my organization.” Today, that is not
true. Instead, I write to you as the President of
the Student Body of the University of Connecticut.
Recently, I was informed of the creation of a
new committee established by President Katsouleas. This committee, labeled the “President’s Advisory Council on Policing,” is the
UConn Administration’s attempt to handle the
calls to defund, divest and reform policing at
UConn. Personally, I have questions about how
effective this council will be. However, that is
not what I am writing about today. Instead, I
want to talk about how members of this committee were chosen. Out of the 11 proposed
members of this committee, only one — Damani Douglas (‘22) — is an undergraduate student. This is despite the fact that the vast, vast
majority of complaints against UCPD are not
coming from faculty or staff, but undergraduate students. Additionally, while Mr. Douglas
is an excellent advocate for students and an incredibly competent leader, there are students
who have been fighting for police reform and
defunding since the day they arrived at UConn.
UConn, as it too often does, is ignoring voices of
opposition in the student body. Instead the administrators are installing voices they consider
to be more manageable.
I have known that this committee was going
to be created for some time. I was under the impression that the Undergraduate Student Government (USG) would be involved in selecting
representatives for this committee. Once this
committee was created, USG was planning to

contact the multiple advocacy groups that have
been tackling this issue — groups like Defund
UCPD, UCCO and the NAACP — and work
with them to find good representatives.
However, the University did not solicit input
when they selected the sole undergraduate student member. This deliberate action not only
shows how out of touch the UConn administration is with the student body but demonstrates
how little they are concerned with the value of
student leaders, especially student leaders who
speak out against the University.
This issue of setting student voices aside is
not isolated to this instance. There have been
several situations in my short tenure as President where the administration seeks an easy
and painless approach to addressing student
concerns rather than accepting difficult truths.
Including student voices in decision-making
processes does not mean simply informing
them of an already made decision. It does mean
including student voices in deliberations before
decisions are made. It does mean knowing who
the student leaders are on campus beyond the
walls of student government. It does mean being in touch with what students want instead of
making assumptions about what they need. It
does mean talking to students about an “Advisory Council on Policing” and who they believe
should be on it instead of taking wild guesses.
To the administration, you may not always
agree with what students want, but we put a lot
of faith in your decision making and it is time
that faith is returned. Give students the voice
they deserve.
Will Schad is the acting President of the Student Body at the University of Connecticut. He
can be reached via email at president@usg.
uconn.edu.



  
    
by Ashton Stansel

| STAFF COLUMNIST | ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Can a disabled person be president? The general public
doesn’t seem to think so. At the Democratic convention a few
weeks ago, a teenager named Braydon Harrison gave a moving
speech about Joe Biden. Harrison, who has a stutter, was talking about how meeting Biden had inspired him. In the past,
Biden has discussed how he had a stutter as a child, talking
about it in-depth in an interesting interview by The Atlantic
this year. The interview also looked at the fact that there are
times Biden still does stutter.
Harrison’s speech was excellent; in it, he discussed how
Biden had given him some tips he uses to give his speeches
more easily, which was certainly something important for the
teen. But Harrison’s speech, and the media’s return to talking about Biden’s struggle with stuttering also returned us to
what has become a difficult point in the disabled community:
The media framing that Biden had to overcome his disability
in order to ahieve what he
has, is part of the trouThe media framing that
bling way most people
Biden had to overcome
view disability.
his disability in order to
Biden’s
“overcoming”
achieve what he has, is
of his stutter, and the fact
part of the troubling way
that this is all the media
most people view disability. focuses on when discussing it, is a reminder the
mainstream media still views disability as something that
must be overcome. Stuttering is a speech disability, and disabled people are told every day of their lives they are supposed
to become non-disabled — that they are supposed to forever
work toward being normal.
That narrative is extremely ableist. Many disabled people
are already forced to act like they are not disabled. Autistic
people are tortured in applied behavior analysis (ABA) with
the hope of making them normal and removing autistic traits
like f lapping and not showing eye contact. The problem is that
ABA has widely been considered incredibly abusive by the autistic community. While parents of autistic children tend to
support it, autistic adults have explained over and over that
ABA’s techniques are very abusive.
Autistic children who are in ABA are taught to hide their
disability, to act as if they are not disabled, with no thought
spared for the fact that this is extremely painful to them. They
are expected, as all disabled people are, to work toward being
not-disabled. Joe Biden’s “overcoming” of his stutter, a stutter he does sometimes still seem to struggle with, once again
pushes the narrative that disability is something that must
be overcome — like an inability to play football — rather than
simply being part of who someone is.
It is sometimes difficult to balance the understanding that Joe
Biden is allowed to want to change something about himself,
in this case a stutter, but the idea that he should have to want
that is bad. Many people
want to change something
The narrative that he
about themselves; they get
“overcame” this disability
plastic surgery or change
so he could become a
their name or get a new
presidential candidate
hobby. Biden is absolute- says, you can run for office,
ly allowed to not want to
maybe even for president,
speak with a stutter and
but
you have to “overcome”
to be proud of something
a
large
part of who you are.
he has at least improved,
if not entirely overcome.
But the narrative the media seems determined to push, that
he “overcame” this disability so he could become a presidential candidate, gives a very bad message to disabled people. It
says, you can run for office, maybe even for president, but you
have to “overcome” a large part of who you are to do it. Can
you imagine if Pete Buttiegieg was made to perform as if he
was straight before he was able to run for elected office? There
would be public outrage, because for most people it is no longer acceptable to try to force a gay person to be straight. But a
disabled person is supposed to do that, supposed to change a
fundamental part of who they are to be more palatable to ablebodied, neurotypical people.
The way our society looks at disability and disabled people
needs to change in a fundamental way. For too long, disability
has been viewed as a negative, as a bad thing that a person has
to try to ‘cope’ with at worst, and at best overcome to become
normal. That narrative needs to be replaced by an understanding that disability exists and that disabled people are allowed
to exist as disabled people, without spending every moment
of their lives hating themselves because they can’t change and
become normal.
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Rejuvenate your body and mind with weekly Recovery Yoga
by Amy Chen

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

As the semester begins to
ramp-up, University of Connecticut Student Health and
Wellness (SHaW) partners up
with the UConn Recovery Community to offer free Recovery
Yoga sessions. The sessions will
be open to UConn students every Tuesday, starting Sept. 1, on
the north side of Wilson Hall’s
grass area from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m.
The weekly yoga sessions are
led by Zach Green, a recovery
coach, yoga instructor and graduate student in SHaW. He has
been doing yoga for three years,
and has been recovering from
his former addiction for five.
“What we’re doing with Recovery Yoga, is expanding outside of just a recovery meeting
format,” Green said. “We want
to incorporate something new
but get people to work around
some of the feelings and trauma
they might store in their brains.”
Green mentioned that especially with classes being online
it’s important for students to
take breaks by doing yoga or
taking deep breaths to refocus
your mind.
At the start of each session,
participants gave introductions and discussed a topic to
express their feelings prompted
by Green. During the session on

Sept. 8, he gave the prompt of
describing what recovery meant
for
everyone.
Participants
brought up change for the better
and accepting one’s mistakes.
After each person spoke, everyone was told to take a big
breath in and out in order to
reframe the feelings they had,
according to Green. For the final 30 minutes of the session,
Green focused on Vinyasa yoga,
a form of yoga which help connect breath to movement. Some
of the yoga poses practiced at
this event included the fetal,
downward dog, bridge and supine pigeon positions.
“I really am addicted to feeling
good,” Green said. “This yoga
has provided me that feel-good
and self-acceptance of who I am
as a person, so it feels great.”
At the session on Sept. 8
there were about six participants. Green has mentioned
plans to keep the sessions going
throughout the semester, with a
rainy day alternative setting in
Wilson Hall, room 126 for a sixperson class session. Students
are also given a free yoga mat
while supplies last. He hopes
more students will attend the
yoga sessions in the future, as
there has been trouble with attendance since the start of his
sessions last week.
“Personally, for me, I used
to do gymnastics which would
cause a lot of stress on my body,
but yoga really helped me re-

cover,” Amirah Foster, a firstsemester science undecided major who attended the event, said.
“I thought the Recovery Yoga
was very relaxing and calming
regardless if you are in shape or
not.”
College is stressful for students normally, but now with
the pandemic encroaching on
campus, everyone needs an
outlet to relax more than ever.
If you are feeling overwhelmed
or need to talk, maybe Recovery Yoga could be that outlet for
you.

Upcoming Events

“What we’re doing
with Recovery Yoga,
is expanding outside
of just a recovery
meeting format. We
want to incorporate
something new but get
people to work around
some of the feelings
and trauma they
might store in their
brains.”

join Every Tuesday!

Recovery Yoga
5:30-6:30p.m.
North Side of
Wilson Hall Grass Area

ZACH GREEN; RECOVERY
COACH, YOGA INSTRUCTOR,
AND GRADUATE STUDENT IN
SHAW

In previous years, dozens of UConn students gathered for Sunset Yoga on Horsebarn Hill to spend time with friends while getting fresh air and exercise.
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

This semester, Weekly Recovery Yoga continues to provide a fun, socially distanced activity for UConn students.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR / THE DAILY CAMPUS
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‘Hit Different’ is the return of SZA
by Ian Ward

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ian.ward@uconn.edu

Hearing a new SZA song in
2020 was the last thing I expected. Since her debut album
“CTRL” was released in 2017,
SZA has only been periodically releasing new songs for
soundtracks such as “Black
Panther” and “Trolls World
Tour.” She has also been nominated for nine Grammy awards
since the release of “CTRL.” On
her newest single,“Hit Different
(feat. Ty Dolla Sign),” SZA goes
over a relationship that is falling
apart but is still alive because of
the love she has for her man. After listening to this song, I was
surprised by how good it was.
SZA’s vocals are electrifying
on the song. She is able to echo
the pain of being in a declining
relationship while sounding romantic at the same time. Ty Dolla Sign does a great job at singing the chorus and providing a
laid-back melody. His smooth
vocals are perfect for singing
about heartbreak and being
lonely in a relationship, which is
something he has been known
for throughout his career.
Where “Hit Different” really shines is in the songwriting. Having The Neptunes and
Rob Bisel co-write the track
with SZA and Ty Dolla Sign
makes the song feel more emotional. Lines like “Quicker than
we started, evidence we misaligned” and “Man, I get more
in love (More in love) with you
each argument” showcase the
song’s strong writing. SZA’s
writing abilities have always
been her biggest strength as an
artist and it’s no different on
this song.

Complementing the songwriting is a strong instrumental
which can be described as soulful and moody. It matches the
overall tone of the song without becoming melodramatic.
Having The Neptunes produce
the instrumental was an interesting choice, as they have not
been mainstays in R&B since
the 2000s. Despite their absence from the mainstream,
The Neptunes are able to work
with their own sound without
disturbing the style of SZA.
In addition to having a solid
song, the music video for “Hit
Different,” directed by SZA, is
also something to check out.
It features SZA switching between various locations, including a farm and a car dump.
Initially hearing that concept
makes it sound like the video
would be confusing and weird,
but SZA’s direction makes the
video a perfect match for the
song as each shot feels warm
and comfortable. The choreography is excellent and never
overshadows the song.
Compared to other songs
from throughout her career,
“Hit Different” is a solid entry
in a loaded catalog. While it
does not compare to songs like
“The Weekend” or “Love Galore,” in terms of songwriting
or musical production, the song
is still uniquely SZA. It is unknown if SZA will release her
second album later this year or
if she will release another single
in 2020, but if “Hit Different”
is any indication of what the
future of SZA will sound like,
there is hope to be had that the
next album or project will be
just as good, if not better, than
“CTRL.”
Rating: 4.5/5

Nine-time Grammy-nominated singer SZA lights up
the stage during a concert. She recently returned
to the spotlight with her newest single ‘Hit Different.’ PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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In 2018, SZA collaborated with rapper and producer Kendrick Lamar on the song “All the
Stars” for the soundtrack of “Black Panther.” PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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Mastering cliteracy, and other lessons in female masturbation
PART OF EMPOWERING WOMEN IN THEIR SEXUALITY IS GIVING THEM THE TOOLS (AND TOYS) THEY NEED TO SUCCE E D
by Taylor Harton
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
taylor.harton@uconn.edu

Did I get your attention yet?
Welcome. To all the pearl
clutchers and righteous folk
reading the headline of this
column and gasping, I am not
sorry. “But that’s inappropriate!” “You shouldn’t be talking
about that!” “How disrespectful of her!” Ladies specifically,
listen up.
The only reason why you’re
probably mad is because you
know your dear significant
other hasn’t wanted to have sex
in months and you’re deprived.
You don’t know what to do because you’ve never been taught
to masturbate. You’ve never
been taught that, actually, you
don’t need a partner to orgasm.
You’ve never been taught to prioritize your own pleasure.
Listen. Ditch that. Ditch it
right now. Because you know
what? Life is too short to not
learn to love your body and everything it is capable of doing
for you.
For years, women have been
told that masturbation is sinful, taboo or unhealthy. The
guilt many young ladies feel,
coupled with other issues they
face today, can create a whirlwind of anxiety and shame that
forces them into dangerous submission and silence over their
bodily autonomy and their right
to pursue what makes them feel
good.
In 2018, Dr. Laurie Mintz, a
professor at the University of
Florida, conducted a survey
in one of her classes where she
found that 89% of her female
students admitted to masturbating, and nearly a third expressed guilt over the practice.
Dr. Mintz explained that
many of the women also said
they did not ever receive any

talks or informative lessons
about self-pleasure when they
were growing up.

You’ve never been

taught to prioritize
your own pleasure.
Listen. Ditch that.
Ditch it right now.
Because you know
what? Life is too
short to not learn
to love your body
and everything it is
capable of doing
for you.

This flaw primarily begins
in our schools and extends outward to the home, where parents dread ever having to give
their children “the talk,” let
alone expand the conversation
to masturbation.
Sexual education programs
aren’t mandated in the state of
Connecticut, but the schools
that do choose to implement
them often only cover menstruation, forms of protection
and abstinence, HIV/AIDS and
avoiding unwanted pregnancies. There is no mention of self
pleasure anywhere.

As sexual health experts in
Mashable also explain, “sex”
in sexual education programs
is taught as the typical penisin-vagina route and does not
explore oral and other forms
of sexual foreplay as routes to
pleasure. Because of this, young
boys and girls grow up with the
idea that penetrative sex is the
end-all-be-all of sexual activity and further neglects other
forms of mutual and individual
pleasure.
“If sex education, more broadly, was teaching that there were
many different kinds of sex that
might be enjoyable (both solo
and with someone else) then
more people might be able to experience pleasurable sex more
often,” Justin Hancock, a sex
and relationships educator for
Bish UK, said.
An astounding 25% of women,
a statistic collected from over 33
studies over a period of 80 years
in the book “The Case of the
Female Orgasm,” routinely orgasm from penetrative sex, no
matter what the circumstances
are. Make no mistake — we are
failing our women in teaching
them that heterosexual “sex”
as we know it is the key to pleasure. These statistics show that
is a lie.
If women are not taught about
the importance of their clitoris,
their G-spot and their other sensitive areas and how to self-manipulate them for pleasure, how
can we expect them to be fully
satisfied in sexual relationships
with others?
“It [masturbation] puts you
in touch with your desires and
gives you the chance to get to
know your own body,” sexuality educator Dr. Yvonne K. Fulbright said in a WebMD article.
“Experimenting with what feels
good and makes you respond
positively can lead to better sexual experiences, both alone and

with a partner.”
Not only that, but female masturbation has been shown to be
an immense stress reliever and
significantly improves mood
and productivity. Even if you
aren’t orgasming, the release of
endorphins in your body allows
for you to feel happier and more
relaxed, said Dr. Nicole Prause,
a neuroscientist researching
sexuality at the University of
California-Los Angeles.
“It takes your mind [off your
worries] while activating areas of the brain associated with
pleasure,” Prause said in the
same WebMD article.
While the research is relatively limited, many scientists
also believe that masturbation
can ease the cramps and pressures of your period as well as
the heightened sex drive many
women tend to feel during their
cycle. Part of it has to do with
endorphins like serotonin and
dopamine acting as natural
painkillers as well as helping
to work the muscles in your abdominal area, according to the
HuffPost.
“If you have a uterine contraction while self-stimulating
and a uterine contraction can
help menstrual blood come out
faster... theoretically it’s going
to help with cramps,” Dr. Laurie
Streicher, an associate professor at Northwestern University,
said. “It’s never a bad thing and
if it seems to help you then go for
it.”
So there you have it. On top
of the never-ending research
in support of female masturbation, there is also a plethora of
resources online to help you buy
a vibrator or learn how to go au
naturel. Whatever you decide to
do, just remember your pleasure
is valued and backed by science.
“It is extremely important
that women have an appreciation of their own anatomy and

how to self-pleasure,” Streicher
said. “Nothing bad can happen
from doing it — you can’t catch
anything, you can’t get pregnant, you’re not going to get
sick. It’s the best thing out there
as far as a feel-good vice that
isn’t going to have any negative
repercussions.”

”Nothing bad can
happen from doing
it — you can’t get
pregnant, you’re
not going to get
sick. It’s the best
thing out there
as far as a feelgood vice that
isn’t going to
have any negative
repercussions.”
DR. LAURIE STREICHER,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
AT NORTHWESTERN
UNIVERSITY

A Kusi News headline reads ‘Concerned
Parents Speaking out against Sex Education Curriculum.’ Connecticut is one
of many states where sexual education
programs are not yet mandated.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

Two female students are participating in a sexual education class. In
Connecticut, similar programs often
exclude helpful information about
self-pleasure.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CHIANGRAITIMES.COM
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Photo of the Day | Sunny with a chance

Playful border collie Chance enjoys the gorgeous weather outdoors this past Labor Day on the grass outside the Student Union.

PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUCK, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE

DAILY CAMPUS
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COMIC BY GABRIELA FONSECA/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Premier League Predictions: 3rd place Chelsea
by Ty Reeves

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ty.reeves@uconn.edu

Chelsea has had a busy
transfer window with the club
bringing in multiple players as
Frank Lampard looks to take
his next step toward conquering the league. With a new and
improved squad, Chelsea looks
set to challenge for the Premier
League title. However, these
young stars have never played
a competitive Premier League
game, and fans all around
the world know the Premier
League is a different beast. It
will be interesting to see how
much these players contribute
to the squad and how Lampard
will handle the immense talent
he has at his disposal. With
that being said, I believe third
place is where the Blues will
end up.
I have Chelsea finishing just
ahead of Arsenal. Third seems
fair for the Blues as on paper,
their squad is way better than
last years. With Timo Werner,
Hakim Ziyech, Kai Havertz,
Thiago Silva and Ben Chilwell
they have upgraded in every
position they needed to except
goalkeeper, and they might
get a deal done for a keeper in
the next week or so. Combine
those talents with the likes
of Christian Pulisic, Mason
Mount and Callum HudsonOdoi, it seems Chelsea has the
right mixture of young talent
and experience. There are still
two things I believe are holding Chelsea back from contending with Liverpool and
Manchester City for the title:
Defense and Frank Lampard.
Chelsea’s defense conceded

In this Wednesday, July 22, 2020 file photo, Chelsea’s Christian Pulisic controls the ball during
the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and Chelsea at Anfield Stadium
in Liverpool, England. Frank Lampard’s squad has certainly seen the most intriguing changes
ahead of the new campaign — having been banned from signing players last summer, they
have looked to make up for lost time and recruited some big names to replace long-term servants such as Pedro and Willian. PHOTOGRAPH BY PHIL NOBLE/AP PHOTO

51 goals last year. That was the
most among the top 10 teams in
the Premier League. Now don’t
get me wrong, Chelsea did improve defensively by bringing
in experienced center-back
Thiago Silva from French club
Paris Saint Germain and buying left-back Ben Chilwell from
Leicester City. I believe both of
those players are upgrades in
their respective positions, but
signing a 35-year-old centerback isn’t completely solving
your problems in the heart of
your defense. As for Chilwell,
he’s good but is he worth his

50-million-euro price tag? We
will have to wait and see.
It will be interesting to see
how Lampard plans to line
up defensively for the beginning of the season. Captain
César Azpilicueta could possibly miss the start of the season with a hamstring injury he
picked up in the FA Cup Final
against Arsenal. This could see
midfielder Reece James playing as a set right-back rather
than a wing-back. It looks as
though Chilwell will be slotted
into the left-back role beating
out Marcos Alonso and Emer-

son as both players have been
linked with moves away from
the club.
Keeping on the topic of Lampard and his tactics, in my personal opinion, they are lacking
behind other coaches. Fiftyone conceded goals speak for
itself, but sometimes the play
of his team looked very unmotivated and sloppy. Looking back at the FA Cup final,
Chelsea came out firing, playing well for the first 10 minutes
of the match. After that, they
disappeared until the last 15.
Lampard will need to find a

way and a formation that will
complement the strengths of
his squad, hide the weaknesses and keep the ball away from
goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabalaga
who had a dreadful season for
the Blues, losing his job as the
No. 1 keeper ahead of the FA
Cup.
Now with a loaded midfield
with the likes of N’Golo Kanté,
Jorginho, Mateo Kovacic and
Havertz, Lampard will have
no problems or lack of depth
when it comes to setting up his
midfield. Who he will choose
to be his striking force week in
and week out will be very interesting.
Bringing in Werner who
scored 35 goals and had 13
assists for German side RB
Leipzig is a great move. Those
stats and his pace will likely
see him picked ahead of Olivier
Giroud and Tammy Abraham
in the team. It will be interesting to see if Ziyech lines up
as a winger or as an attacking
midfielder. Captain America,
Christian Pulisic, was in great
form before suffering a hamstring injury in the FA Cup Final. The American struggled
to break into the team under
Lampard but by the end of the
season proved to be his most
threatening option in front of
goal.
With the season just four
days away, it will be interesting to see how Chelsea lines up
in their opener against Brighton on Sept. 14. Lampard will
hope to have another successful season as Chelsea manager,
as the Blues look to compete for
the League title. But whether
their young stars will flourish
or flop remains unknown.

Lightning strikes
LIGHTNING, cont. from p. 12
The explosive first period
really set up Tampa’s position
to push through to a Game 1
victory. The period settled in
at 10:46 with the score at 3-1
in favor of the Lightning and
it would remain that way until
early into the 2nd. A three on
two rush by the Lightning’s
offense into the Islander’s
zone allowed Yannie Gourde
to push the score to 4-1 after a
little more than four minutes
into the period. It did not take
too long for this to become a

5-1 lead on a Tampa Bay power
play given after a high sticking
penalty against New York’s
Andrew Greene. The goaltending change from New York did
limit the Lightning’s offensive
chances some, but it was not
enough as the team let in three
more goals in the final period,
one each from Kucherov, Palat
and another from Gourde.
The New York Islanders are
going to have to make some
substantial changes if they are
hoping to have any chance of
winning the Prince of Wales
Trophy and reaching the Stanley Cup Finals.

Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) makes a save against New York Islanders’ Brock
Nelson (29) during second-period NHL Eastern Conference final playoff game action in Edmonton,
Alberta, Monday, Sept. 7, 2020. PHOTO BY JASON FRANSON/AP

Luka Doncic could have a huge effect on the NBA-Europe connection

Los Angeles Clippers’ Kawhi Leonard (2) fouls Dallas Mavericks’ Luka Doncic (77) during the second half of an NBA first round playoff
game Sunday, Aug. 30, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. PHOTO BY ASHLEY LANDIS/AP

LUKA, cont. from p. 12
Doncic earned a professional
basketball contract at the age
of 15 and began participating
with fully grown professionals in the EuroLeague at 18.
Division 1 of the EuroLeague
is highly competitive and features players who have been
in the NBA and/or competed
at the highest level of basketball such as in international
play at the Basketball World
Cup or Olympics. The talent
disparity in the NCAA is far
greater than that of the EuroLeague because it still features
amateur basketball players
who haven’t fully developed
physically or talent-wise. Doncic won the EuroLeague Ris-

ing Star award at both 18 and
19, won the 2018 EuroLeague
MVP, Final 4 MVP and championship at age 19 and was labeled as the most promising
talent in EuroLeague history.
Multiple NBA All-Stars have
spoken on his greatness including Dirk Nowitzki who said, “I
could shoot a little bit, but I
never had the court vision, the
savviness and the stuff that he
brings to the game” (at his age
of 19). He did all of this before
averaging MVP numbers this
past season while hitting one
of the most cold-blooded gamewinners in NBA history on a
night where he went ballistic
for 42 points, 17 rebounds and
13 assists against the vaunted
defense of the title favorite Los
Angeles Clippers.

Watching Doncic is like
watching a seasoned veteran.
He has a polished game with
phenomenal footwork, a great
cerebral understanding of the
game and the experience to
lead while maximizing the potential of his team. These skills
aren’t honed to that degree in
an NCAA format where players are trying to showcase their
talent to improve their draft
stock. They are developed in a
system where the only focus is
winning.
With more and more players being given opportunities
who did not play in the traditional NCAA-then-NBA format, what does this mean for
the NCAA? Could it become
a norm that players choose to
play overseas after high school

and apply for the draft from
there? Even Lamelo Ball, a
likely top-three pick in the upcoming 2020 NBA draft, did
not play any NCAA basketball. I believe Doncic sets an
example that will be followed,
for better or worse, by people
trying to emulate his formula
for success. Part of greatness
is innovation, but the other
part of greatness is adapting
successful practices to benefit yourself and Doncic might
have just opened the floodgates for tons of young prospects to consider options aside
from the NCAA.
Moreover, speaking of the
upcoming NBA draft, Doncic’s
success is going to heavily influence the decisions of drafters. Since the first year there

were 30 teams in the NBA in
2004, only 6.2% of NBA draftees have gone on to become
All-Stars. Doncic is about to
lower this already abysmal
rate in finding premiere talent. As discussed earlier, competition is one of the best ways
to identify talent but with the
variation in different playing
platforms, it is pretty easy to
become enamored by an unknown mercurial talent.
There is no better example
of this than what happened in
2003, known to many as the
greatest NBA draft class ever
which featured superstars
such as LeBron James, Carmelo Anthony, Dwayne Wade,
Chris Bosh and others. The
second pick in that draft was
a guy named Darko Milicic.
He was tall, could shoot, and
gave everybody Dirk Nowitzki flashbacks and multiple
scouts said there was “nothing that he couldn’t do on the
court.” Doncic is going to revive the “Eurocraze” as coined
by NBA commentators of the
2000s after witnessing the
bust Milicic turned out to be
because everyone is going to
be trying their luck to find the
next international sensation.
While the Mavericks season ended quite unfortunately
with both Doncic and All-Star
center Kristaps Porzingis being hobbled by injury, the sixgame series had several flashes of greatness from a talented
young Mavericks team that
has discovered its true champion potential and leader in
Doncic.

10

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 • DailyCampus.com

Sports
Throwback Photo of the Day | Remember Football?

Former UConn quarterback Mike Beaudry looks to complete a pass in a game against South Florida on Oct. 5, 2019 at Rentschler Field in East Hartford. UConn will not
be playing football this season due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

DB’s Weekly Take: The
Patriots may actually
be likable this year

New England Patriots wide receiver Jakobi Meyers catches a pass in a drill during an NFL football
practice, Monday, Aug. 31, 2020, in Foxborough, Mass. PHOTO BY STEVEN SENNE/AP

by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

Let’s be honest, in their 20
years of dominance, the New
England Patriots became the
most hated team in professional
sports.
They were so successful that
the dynasty partnership of Tom
Brady and Bill Belichick can actually be broken into two separate but equally dominant subdynasties. The fact is, they were
too good for most people’s liking, so they became absolutely
hated outside of New England.
Or should I say, outside of the
five real New England states
and the part of Connecticut that
isn’t an extension of New York.
Somebody has to redraw the
border or something because
I don’t think anybody knows
what’s going on in Connecticut
when it comes to team affiliations.
Anyway, the point is a lot of
people hate the Patriots, but I
have a feeling that is going
to change at least a little bit
this season. Why is that?
Because they’re probably
not going to be very good.
At least not good enough
that you can pencil them
in for 11-plus wins,
the AFC East title
and a first-round
bye like you could for
the majority of the last two
decades.
Tom Brady is in
Tampa Bay,
soaking up
the Florida sun,
which

means that for the first time
since I’ve been watching football, the Patriots had a real
quarterback competition in
camp this year. I’m actually upset this was the year where the
preseason had to be canceled,
because it would have actually
been fun to watch for a change.
It would have meant something,
because the starting QB spot
was up for grabs with three possible contenders.
As it was, the only action we
got to see of the competition
between Cam Newton, Jarrett
Stidham and Brian Hoyer came
in videos of training camp on
social media and stories by reporters who could be there. I’m
sure not many people thought
the Patriots signed Cam Newton to be a backup, but it still
would have been fun to see the
competition unfold in real game
situations.
Here we are, the week before
opening kickoff, and we know
Cam
Newton
will be

New England’s starting quarterback when they take the field
against the Miami Dolphins on
Sunday. But in reality, that’s all
we know.
We don’t know how Newton
will play in a new system coming off a string of injuries that
cost him a lot of his success in
the last few years. We don’t
know how this skeleton crew of
a receiver corps will perform.
We don’t know how this newlook defense, which lost four of
the top six tackling leaders from
last season, will hold up. There’s
a lot of question marks on this
team, and while that may be
scary for Patriots fans, it’s a
breath of fresh air for the rest of
the country.
I’ve seen record projections
ranging anywhere from 6-10 to
11-5 this season for the Patriots,
and that’s assuming that the
whole season even gets played
— a bold take given the pandemic and a league that doesn’t seem
to have a plan for it. It’s going
to be a weird year for the NFL
in general and an even weirder
year for those accustomed to
seeing the Patriots dominate.
But that’s why I think the
Patriots will be more likeable.
The whole makeup of the team
has changed. They are actually
underdogs this year, not just the
fake underdog narrative they
stir up in the playoffs. It might
actually be exciting if they escape with a big win in a primetime game against a better
opponent. Neutral fans may actually find themselves — GASP
— cheering for the Patriots
and Cam Newton. Won’t
that be a sight to see?

Photo courtesy of AP

Dalbec homers in 4th
straight game; Red
Sox, Phillies split
PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
Bobby Dalbec needed some
loaner lumber to go on a Red Sox
rookie record home run streak.
Dalbec homered for his fourth
straight game, his two-run shot
in the sixth inning enough to
help the Boston Red Sox beat
the Philadelphia Phillies 5-2 on
Tuesday night and split a doubleheader.
Alec Bohm hit a two-out, tworun single in the seventh inning
to rally the Phillies to 6-5 win in
the opener.
Dalbec homered in both
games of the doubleheader,
and the rookie first baseman
has homered in five of his first
nine career games. He’s the first
Red Sox rookie to homer in four
straight games — and he started
the surge when he borrowed
teammate Jackie Bradley Jr’s
bat.
Dalbec picked up the bat in
a recent series against Toronto and said “I couldn’t put it
down.”
Now, he’s putting up rookie
records that not even the franchise’s Hall of Famers have
touched.
“It’s crazy,” Dalbec said. “I
would never think that I would
have some crazy stat like that
and my name to be in there. I’m
very fortunate to be in this position, so it’s awesome.”
Phillies reliever David Phelps,
acquired at the trade deadline in
an attempt to fortify the beleaguered bullpen, walked Bradley
on four pitches to open the sixth.
Dalbec homered two pitches later for the decisive shot that sent
the Phillies to a crushing loss as
they head into a lengthy road
trip in Miami. Phelps (2-4) has

allowed a homer in his last three
appearances for the Phillies.
The Red Sox tacked on a run
in the seventh to make it 5-2,
and Marcus Walden got the final two outs in the ninth for his
first save.
Chris Mazza (1-1) allowed two
runs in five innings for the win.
Bohm continued his knack
for clutch hits, coming through
in the opener with Philadelphia
down to its last strike. The rookie drove in four runs with three
hits, including his winner off
Matt Barnes (1-3) as the Phillies
compete for their first playoff
berth since 2011.
“We knew if Bohmer got up,
he was getting the job done,”
Phillies starter Zach Eflin said.
“He’s just playing awesome
baseball. It’s really cool to see
someone step up like that on
multiple occasions and come
through for the boys.”
Bohm hit a sacrifice fly in the
10th inning last week to lead the
Phillies to a win over Washington. He also had a tying hit in
the eighth inning of Philadelphia’s win a day earlier against
the Mets.
The Phillies started a run of
five doubleheaders — all of them
seven-inning games — between
now and Sept. 22. That highlights a stretch of 19 games in
15 days, including a whopping
seven straight games in Miami.
“We’re going to need all
these guys in the bullpen,” Philies manager Joe Girardi said.
“They’ve had some struggles
lately.”
Hector Neris (2-1) pitched 1 1/3
scoreless innings to get the win
in an only-in-2020 one day, twogame series.

Boston Red Sox’s Bobby Dalbec, left, and Jackie Bradley Jr. celebrate after Dalbec’s two-run home run off Philadelphia Phillies
pitcher David Phelps during the sixth inning of the second baseball game in a doubleheader, Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020, in Philadelphia. PHOTO BY MATT SLOCUM/AP
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Point/Counter: Should NBA MVP
Column:
voting take playoffs into consideration? Will mid

by Karthik Iyer,

laners rule
the game
at Worlds
this year?

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT,
karthik.iyer@uconn.edu

and Matt Garry,

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT,
matthew.garry@dailycampus.com

Today we tackle a debate as old
as time. Well, not really, but you
get the point. Should the NBA
Most Valuable Player (MVP)
Award include the players’ postseason performances?
Karthik Iyer:
The MVP is the most valuable
player, not the best player. Value
comes from consistent production and has to be isolated to individual value. Individual value
is not measured by team success,
it is by how much a player INDIVIDUALLY contributes to his
team. For this, you need a large
sample size where recency bias
is minimized as much as possible. This can only be achieved
when the playoffs are not factored
into this award. There is a Finals
MVP for a reason. Factoring in
the playoffs disregards the regular season because of said recency
bias and undermines consistent
production shown in the regular
season.
Additionally, awarding the
MVP while including the playoffs includes other variables that
skew individual talent assessment. For example, in 2013, if the
playoffs were included, there is a
legitimate case for Ray Allen to be
the MVP. Why? Because without
his game-saving shot in Game 6
of the NBA finals after LeBron’s
late-game meltdown, the Heat
lose the finals as the superior
team and LeBron is then crucified in the media for choking yet
again. Is it fair to downplay his
superhuman play up until late in
the playoffs? No. LeBron was the
clear MVP. Jordan won his first
MVP in 1987-88 when his Bulls
got wrecked by the Detroit Pistons who lost to the Lakers in the
finals. Was Jordan not the most
valuable even when he struggled
with his team?
Lastly, let’s not pretend like Giannis is playing like some scrub
against the Heat. Giannis Antetokounmpo is still averaging 22.7
points, 13.3 rebounds and 7.0 assists against the Heat. It’s not his
fault that suddenly nobody on
his team can hit an outside shot.
Giannis is doing what he did in
the regular season and his teammates are just missing the great
looks they are getting. Choking
is playing significantly worse
when the pressure is on. Giannis
just needs some real help as every
other great player has needed,
and that’s the difference.
Should a player who just broke

by Ashton Stansel
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Houston Rockets’ Russell Westbrook (0) drives against Los Angeles Lakers’ LeBron James (23) during the second half of an NBA conference semifinal playoff basketball game Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020,
in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. PHOTO BY MARK J. TERRILL/AP

the regular-season record for
PER be penalized by the play
of his teammates by factoring
in the playoffs, which all voters
will remember? Before you point
the finger at Giannis, name one
player who has won a title with
no offensive help at his side. It’s
an individual award, not a team
accomplishment award.
Matt Garry:
Like Karthik just said, the
MVP stands for Most Valuable
Player, meaning the player that
is most valuable to his team’s
success in achieving the ultimate
goal of every NBA team, which is
to win the NBA Finals. Although
valuable does not specifically
mean the most skilled player, in
the NBA the players that have
the greatest offensive ability tend
to have the most success in their
ability to score points and give
their team the best opportunity
to win games in crunch time. He
also mentions how consistency is
important, meaning this player
has to deliver consistently at a
high level in order to give his team
the best opportunity to win.
Any player could have an average season throughout the entire
year and then be awarded the Finals MVP, such as Andre Igoudala in 2015. The true MVP should
have the ability to perform in bigtime games as well as all of the
games leading up to them in the
regular season. By limiting the
award to just the regular season,
the NBA is allowing the MVP
to shrink under the pressure of
the most important games of the
year, when defense is more intense and the pressure is greater.
We are seeing this right now with
Giannis Antetekoumpo, who had
an MVP-caliber regular season

campaign, and is now being shut
down by the Miami Heat and is
doing nothing more than leading
the Bucks into elimination. The
MVP should not be contributing
to his team’s failures in the biggest stage. In terms of value, Giannis brings intensity and a huge
defensive presence, but against
the Heat’s defense where they
are making him shoot and keeping him out of the lane where he
is most effective, he is unable to
perform and actually live up to
the MVP status.
Additionally, there is some
need for the recency bias because
I believe the playoffs are the best
indicator of the truly elite players
in the league. The Most Valuable
Player in the NBA should have
the ability to continue the success of the regular season when
it counts and against ramped-up,
tougher defense.
KI:
Matt makes a great point about
how players need to step up in the
biggest stages. This is true. However, his analysis only applies
to offensive players with very
specific skills, namely isolation
scorers. There are several ways
to impact a game. Why can’t a defensive player win the MVP? His
analysis is also unable to justify
recency bias because using the
playoffs as a metric is not a good
way to differentiate individual
talent on both ends of the floor.
Additionally, Matt’s whole argument with the playoffs is predicated on emphasizing the importance of pivotal moments. It is
hypocritical to say that LeBron’s
play got them to that position and
then criticize Giannis while dismissing his consistent greatness.
Giannis was never supposed to

be a closer. That is why Khris
Middleton is currently the highest paid player on the team. It is
individual value and importance
to the Bucks especially on both
ends of the floor this season that
justifies him being the MVP. Let’s
call it what is. Basketball is a team
sport and it is always a team effort
that creates results in the playoffs.
The media shapes its view based
on the end result, not looking at
what a player does objectively
and in what circumstances. It is
far more fair and unbiased to use
the large sample size of the regular season as the main metric in
which to award the most valuable
player award.
MG:
Including the playoffs in the
MVP consideration does not
mean that it has to be given to the
player that delivers the big shot,
or contributes the most during
the playoff run. I still think that
the regular season has to be in
the conversation, but to deliberately leave the playoffs out allows the MVP to not deliver in
the most important games and
then be awarded the NBA’s most
prestigious honor. Ray Allen did
save the Heat in that Game 6,
but it was LeBron’s play that got
them into that Finals in the first
place, meaning he was the most
valuable member of the team because, without him, they aren’t
in that situation. In the name,
it says it: MOST VALUABLE
PLAYER — the one member of
the team that contributes most to
its success in achieving the ultimate goal. How can they do that
in the regular season and then
in the playoffs not continue that
level of play when it matters the
most?

WNBA: Closing in on the Playoffs
by Hanaisha Lewis
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hanaisha.lewis@uconn.edu

This WNBA-filled weekend
was nothing less than exciting

as it provided some intense
matchups. Seven of the eight
available spots for playoffs
have now been filled, adding the Phoenix Mercury and
Connecticut Sun to the list.

Dallas Wings guard Arike Ogunbowale, left, shoots in front of Las
Vegas Aces guard Kayla McBride (21) during the first half of a
WNBA basketball game Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2020, in Bradenton, Fla.
(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack) PHOTO BY PHELAN M. EBENHACK/AP

The New York Liberty is no
longer considered a contender,
after only winning two games
thus far on the season.
As Washington opened up
the weekend, they managed to
put an end to their five-game
losing streak, setting the tone
for the weekend ahead.
As the Seattle Storm
matched up against the Los
Angeles Sparks, the Sparks
missed their chance at redemption, falling one point shy of a
victory. Led by Jewell Loyd,
who ended the night with 25
points, the Storm clinched
their win against the Sparks
in the remaining 0.8 seconds
on the clock. Loyd received
an inbound pass on the wing
from Sue Bird and knocked
down the three-pointer, beating the buzzer.
The weekend of games got
even more intense as the Dallas Wings and Washington
Mystics matched up and went
into overtime for the second time this season. Arike
Ogunbawale led Dallas on the
statsheet with 39 points, including her three-point buzzer
beater with 0.7 seconds remaining in regulation. From
her college career to her professional career, it has become
clear that in a time of need, her
teammates can count on her
to make a play happen as time

winds down. As the game was
tied at 86 entering overtime,
Ogunbawale and her team did
not let up, winning the game
101-94.
While Minnesota made it
past Dallas, they struggled
against Seattle. Seattle is truly
a force to be reckoned with,
especially as it nears playoffs
time.
The Sun, the 2019 runnerup, had a good weekend of
games. They sailed past the
Indiana Fever and finished off
Labor Day weekend defeating
the Mercury, both games led
by DeWanna Bonner. Bonner
makes her presence known
in the paint and continuously
shows a fearlessness to drive
and pull up. Alyssa Thomas
and Bonner complement one
another, making the paint uncomfortable for the opposing
team.
Chicago fell to both teams
that they faced this weekend:
Washington and Los Angeles. Both games were no more
than a 10-point deficit, and
Cheyenne Parker gave it her
all each time around.
Seattle appears to be the
leading contender in the
league, yet nothing is the same
once playoffs come around.
Any team has the chance at a
victory, potentially leading to
a championship.

Thirteen of the 14 teams from
the major regions in League of
Legends have qualified for the
World Championship. The final
slot, Korea’s third seed, will be
decided early Wednesday morning, when Gen. G takes on T1 in
the last round of the LCK Gauntlet
Tournament. These 13 teams include a number of different playstyles, champion picks and levels
of success, but one thing seems is
consistent in the teams from the
major regions: Most of them have
incredibly dominant mid laners.
In Korea, it’s Showmaker and
Chovy. In North America, it was
Bjergsen dominating. In Europe,
Caps carried G2 on his back to
Worlds and Rogue’s midlaner
Larssen was very good as well.
In China, Top Esports midlaner
Knight might be the best player
in the LPL, and fellow LPL team
LGD also has a midlaner, Xiye,
who finished in the top five of the
MVP race.
At the moment, the meta certainly seems to favor teams who
carry mid laners. Fnatic struggled
as Caps ruined Nemesis’s day in
the LEC finals, and Bjergsen’s
domination in their series against
TL on his Zilean pick was key to
TSM’s eventual victory. In the
LCK, Chovy battled against Damwon’s Showmaker in the final, a
series that Chovy and DRX would
lose 0-3. Despite the loss, Chovy
was without a doubt the best-performing member of his team.
Heading to the World Championships next month, it certainly
seems that mid laners are going to
be the difference for their teams.
The meta favors it currently; picks
like Orianna, LeBlanc, Syndra
and Zoe are all prominent in proplay for a reason right now. A good
midlaner can, as Caps has shown
repeatedly this split, make the difference between success and failure in a game.
What is perhaps even more exciting than the idea of a true mid
laner focused meta at Worlds is
the fact that some of these great
mids are going to have to play each
other. G2, Top Esports, TSM and
Damwon can’t face each other
since they’re all in one pool, but
that means that every other team
will face one of these teams in the
Group Stage. For the mid laners
who are historically less dominant, there is going to be a terrifying mountain to climb on the
search for a successful Worlds
run.
Worlds is going to be different
this year for many reasons. There
won’t be the usual tour around the
hosting continent. Instead, the entire tournament is taking place in
one place. In addition, Vietnam
will not be sending any teams, as
their country has restrictions in
place due to COVID that mean
that the teams would be unable
to re-enter the country after the
tournament was over. The Play-In
Stage will now have two groups of
five teams and play a single round
robin instead of four groups of
three with a double round robin,
which is a large change. Since each
team effectively plays a best-ofone, upsets are much more possible; a team who loses a game they
should have won against a team
they should have beaten has no
way to make up for that loss.
Underdog teams will be looking
to challenge the favorites, both in
the play-ins and in the group stage.
In this year of chaos and difficulty
for every team, it seems easy to
believe that there will be chaos on
the Worlds stage, too. But looking
at Knight, Caps, Chovy and Showmaker, the true question might be
whether it’s possible for any underdog team to keep up with the
star mid laners on the world stage.
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Lightning surge to early Johnson wins
series lead over Islanders FedEx Cup at Tour
Championship

with 8-2 victory

Dustin Johnson celebrates with the FedEx Cup trophy after winning the Tour Championship golf tournament on Monday, Sept. 7,
2020 at Lake Golf Club in Atlanta. PHOTO BY JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

by Matt Garry

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
matthew.garry@uconn.edu

Tampa Bay Lightning’s Victor Hedman (77), Brayden Point (21), Ondrej Palat (18) and Alex Killorn (17)
celebrate a goal during second-period NHL Eastern Conference final playoff game action against
the New York Islanders in Edmonton, Alberta, Monday, Sept. 7, 2020. PHOTO BY JASON FRANSON/AP

by Tim Keaten

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
timothy.keaten@uconn.edu

The NHL’s Eastern Conference
Finals and race for the Prince of
Wales Trophy began on Monday
with the first meeting between
the Tampa Bay Lightning and
the New York Islanders. Tampa
Bay is coming into this series as
the more well-rested of the two
teams having beaten the Boston
Bruins in five games, while the
Islanders took their series after a full seven. This rest seems
to have done Tampa Bay some
good, because the team outperformed the game-weary and
travel-tried New York Islanders
in every conceivable way.

There was some worry among
the Tampa fanbase that the team
would be a little rusty going into
this game over the battle-hardened Islanders, but this could
not have been further from the
truth. Andrei Vasilevsky once
again showed why he deserves
to be called one of the best goaltenders on the planet right now,
maintaining his .930% save percentage and only allowing two
goals from New York’s powerful offensive lines. The Islanders’ starting goaltender Thomas
Greiss was a large part of their
issue on Monday night, allowing
in three goals in the 11 minutes of
play he had before being pulled
in favor of backup Semyon Varlamov.

Greiss allowed three goals
on nine shots during his short
stint on the ice, while Varlamov
allowed five of the 25 shots that
he faced to score during his
48 minutes of ice time. This
game seemed to be a mentally
and morally taxing one for the
New York Islanders, with the
team losing steam after each
goal from Tampa Bay. Islanders head coach Barry Totz
was quoted as saying, “Every
time we made a mistake, they
scored. Once they got the fifth
goal, that’s when it got out of
hand and it was only a matter
of time.”

See LIGHTNING, p. 9

The Luka Doncic Effect
HOW THE SLOVENIAN SUPERSTAR COULD
IMPACT THE NBA DRAFT IN THE FUTURE
by Karthik Iyer

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
karthik.iyer@uconn.edu

The NBA is a star-driven
league. Precedent is set as
players build their legacies
and make their mark on the
sport. With so much young
talent in the league, fans have
a lot to look forward to, but
there is one player whose
impact is going to be felt for
years to come even after his
career is over. Luka Doncic is going to make players
think twice about joining the
NCAA and destroy upcoming
NBA drafts.
Scouting talent is arguably one of the hardest jobs
in the basketball industry.
In the age of hoop mixtapes
and social media marketing,
it is easier than ever to hype
a player’s strengths to the
point that it feels as if there
are no f laws in their game.
Additionally, players now
come from a variety of back-

grounds making it harder to
judge their relative competition to properly evaluate their
individual talent. Players are
now selected from one-anddone collegiate programs,
small-town colleges with four
years of playing experience,
the NBA G-League, overseas,
other basketball leagues and
more.
While American basketball
programs continue to dominate the sport, there has been
a large inf lux of young promising players from abroad
recently who now constitute
about 25% of the NBA. Players like Dirk Nowitzki and
Manu Ginobli paved the way
for many of these players to
find success in the NBA and
the Mavericks couldn’t be
more thrilled with their decisions to draft the now 21-yearold budding superstar Luka
Doncic two years ago.

See LUKA, p. 9

Dallas Mavericks’ Luka Doncic (77) pleads with a referee during the second half of an NBA
first round playoff game against the Los Angeles Clippers Sunday, Aug. 30, 2020, in Lake Buena
Vista, Fla.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ASHLEY LANDIS/AP

WHAT TO KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEEK

Games we’re
watching this week

vs.
Boston
Celtics

Dustin Johnson concluded
one of the best seasons of his
career with a victory at the
Tour Championship this weekend, taking home the FedEx
Cup for the first time. His final
score of minus-21 was only two
off the course record set by Tiger Woods in 2003. Johnson
remains No. 1 in the world as
the PGA Tour season wraps up
and the major tournaments approach, having been rescheduled from earlier this year.
Johnson shot a 68 on Monday,
pulling away from the rest of
the 30-player field after another
weekend of strong play. After
struggling off the tee on Saturday, his ability to scramble for
pars and even birdies set him up
for a great final two days of the
tournament. He was then able
to pick up right where he left
off at the BMW Championship
and make birdies after finding
the fairway more frequently. He
finished first in average driving distance and in the top five
in greens in regulation for the
weekend, demonstrating strong
performances in both driver
and iron play.
What might be the most remarkable aspect of Johnson’s
victory is at this time last year,
Johnson was undergoing surgery to repair cartilage in his

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

Brayden
Point

TWEETS OF THE DAY
Gabrielle

Teams we’re paying
attention to

@gfstarr1
I’d rather pour sriracha directly onto
my eyeballs than watch Matt Barnes
pitch ever again.
rone’s gamblin corner

Athletes we’re
paying attention to
Toronto
Raptors

left knee. He fell out of the world
top-10 ranking and did not have
a top-10 finish in eight starts, the
longest drought of his career. It
is amazing to see how far he has
come in the past year and there
is no telling how much more
success is going to come his way.
Jon Rahm, who entered the
tournament in second place,
had a strong outing in the final
two days but could never recover after a disastrous four-over
round on Saturday. He maintains his world No. 2 ranking.
The $5 million second-place
prize went to Justin Thomas
and Xander Schauffele, who
both finished three strokes behind at -18.
The Tour now turns to the
Safeway Open, the first tournament of the 2020-2021 season.
Then, the U.S. Open will take
place in the following week at
Winged Foot Golf Club, the second major tournament of the
rescheduled season. The Safeway should be a great tune-up
for all the players as they head
to a very difficult course for one
of the most prestigious tournaments in golf. Although the
coronavirus has shaken up the
PGA Tour season and pushed
many of the tournaments back
to the concluding months of
this year, it is providing us with
great golf throughout the fall
and into the new year as play
hopefully resumes as normal
in 2021.

@_rone
I never thought of Odell Beckham as a
number 2 receiver but here we are
@celtics

TWO STRAIGHT YEARS Congratulations to
our defensive bulldog @youngamechanger

Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

