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Today me and @ashleyangl both got the 
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she got WAY more chicken than me.
The earth wok and fi re ladies really said 
“down with the patriarchy”

For more...

It’s the end of healthcare as we 
know it

SPEAK NOW | PAGE 4
CT Collaboration hosts: Let The 
People Decide 

VOTING RIGHTS | PAGE 5
Risers and Fallers Week 7
NFL | PAGE 12

The_DailyCampus The_DailyCampus The Daily Campusdailycampus.com Tweet of the Day

COVID-19 Tracker
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14
“Meaningful service while being safe”
HOW SERVICE FRATERNITIES AND SORORITIES ARE ADAPTING 

University of Connecticut 
service fraternities and sorori-
ties remain dedicated to give 
to their communities as they 
switch to social distancing ser-
vice events.  

The service fraternity Al-
pha Phi Omega created virtual 
synchronous, asynchronous 
and in-person social distanc-
ing events for its members, 
said Kelly-Anne Moffa, one of 
the service vice presidents for 
Alpha Phi Omega.  

“The challenges of switching 
to virtual events was primarily 
finding events to do that would 
still offer meaningful service 
while being safe during this 
pandemic,” Moffa said. “An-
other challenge was coordinat-
ing times with members; some 
of our members stayed home 
this semester and they are 
from across the country in dif-
ferent time zones, so aligning 
with everyone’s schedules has 
been difficult.” 

Gamma Sigma Sigma, a ser-
vice sorority, has been meeting 
biweekly using Google Meets 
to plan service events, said 
Talia Milardo, Gamma Sigma 
Sigma public relations officer, 
said  

“Our sisters all have been 
working hard and diligently to 
help give back to our service in 
one way or another,” Milardo 
said.  

A service fraternity or so-
rority differs from other Greek 
organizations because their 
primary focus is giving back 
to the community and being a 
service to others, Moffa said. 

“While they may be orga-
nizations that provide social 

activities and bonding 
among members, ser-
vice is at the forefront 
of their mission,” Mof-
fa said. “This certainly 
embodies what [Alpha 
Phi Omega] is because 
one of our cardinal 
principles is to be of 
service to others. Over 
one-third of our frater-
nity events are service 
events.”  

Two live, virtual 
events Alpha Phi Ome-
ga is having this semes-
ter are Free Rice com-
petitions and dog toy 
making. Moffa said the 
Free Rice competitions 
donate to the World 
Food Programme, a 
United Nations organization 
dedicated to ending world 
hunger. Moffa said it’s not a 
formal competition but more of 
a fun way to spend time with 
members and help raise money 
at the time. 

“The Free Rice competitions 
are held for an hour over We-
bEx, and our members try to 
achieve the most amount of 
‘rice’ within that time in any 
category of trivia they choose,” 
Moffa said. “On Free Rice, for 
every question you get right, 
the equivalent in dollars of 5 
grains of rice is donated to the 
World Food Programme.”  

For dog toy making, Alpha 
Phi Omega members meet over 
WebEx to follow a tutorial on 
how to make dog toys from old 
t-shirts, Moffa said.  

“This year, we collected 
completed toys from broth-
ers who live on/near campus 
to donate to the Mansfield 
Animal Shelter and members 
who live at home donated their 
completed toys to local shelters 
near them,” Moffa said. 

Gamma Sigma Sigma re-
cently had a virtual meeting in 
which members created post-
ers for an anti-bullying cam-
paign, Milardo said.  

“We wanted to share the 
posters throughout social me-
dia, as this is one of our main 
causes this year for service,” 
Milardo said.  

For asynchronous events, 
Alpha Phi Omega has two 
main events, Smithsonian 
Digital Transcribing and Color 
a Smile, in which members can 
complete their service hours 
on their own time, Moffa said. 

For Smithsonian Digital 
Transcribing, members help 
the researchers at the Smith-
sonian Transcribing Center 
review historical documents. 
For Color a Smile, Alpha Phi 
Omega members can fill in 
coloring pages from the Color 
a Smile website. The drawings 
will be distributed to senior 
citizens and troops overseas. 
For every three drawings or 
every three transcriptions, 
members receive one service 
hour.  

Moffa said Alpha Phi Omega 
has been able to maintain one 
of their usual in-person events: 
campus clean ups. A maxi-
mum of eight members are al-
lowed to sign up and must fol-
low social distancing protocols 
with masks at all times. 

“We meet outside at various 
spots around campus and pick 
up litter,” Moffa said. “Mem-
bers who live at home can 
also receive a service hour for 
picking up litter around their 
neighborhood and sending us 
a picture of them doing so.”  

Alpha Phi Omega is also giv-
ing members one service hour 
for voting, which they offer ev-
ery election, Moffa said. 

“Giving a service hour for 
voting is important because 
it encourages our members to 
participate in the election pro-
cess,” Moffa said. “Whether 
they vote by mail or go in per-
son, we think it’s important 
that our members exercise that 
right and make their voices 
heard.”  

Moffa said asynchronous 
events may continue within 

Alpha Phi Omega even after 
they can resume in person 
meetings.  

“I think some of the asynchro-
nous events may stay past [CO-
VID-19] times because it offers 
our members some flexibility 
with service hours,” Moffa said. 
“During regular semesters it 
can be challenging for members 
who have full schedules to at-
tend events and therefore meet 
their service requirements, but 
these service opportunities that 
people can complete on their 
own time could be a solution to 
that.”  

Milardo said it’s been diffi-
cult to bond over Google Meets 
and the sorority is looking for-
ward to the day when they can 
have chapter meetings in person 
again.  

“Although we all miss each 
other, we know it’s better to chat 
virtually so social events have 
been a challenge for us, as we 
are used to doing stuff together 
in person,” Milardo said. 

by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

PHOTOS COURTESY ALPHA PHI OMEGA FACEBOOK 
AND GAMMA SIGMA SIGMA FACEBOOK

School of Fine Arts showcases public art exhibition on Fairfield Way

The University of Connecticut School of Fine Arts showcased their public art exhibition “Silk Flowers” set up on Fairfield Way on Tuesday. Many students stopped to 
read signs, take photos and learn more about the project. PHOTOS BY ASHLEY ANGLISANO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Supreme Court ruling spurs 
Wisconsin to get early votes in

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Democrats and Republicans in 
the battleground state of Wis-
consin were pushing Tuesday 
to get 320,000 outstanding ab-
sentee ballots returned by the 
close of polls on Election Day, 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to extend the deadline 
to receive and count ballots as 
Democrats had wanted.

“This is an all-hands-on-
deck final push,” said Ben 
Wikler, who chairs the Wis-
consin Democratic Party, 
which has been advocating 
absentee voting more aggres-
sively than Republicans.

But the message is the same 
for Republicans who decided 
to mail in their ballots amid a 
surge in coronavirus cases in 
Wisconsin.

“If you do it absentee, do it 
now, do it quickly,” said An-
drew Hitt, chairman of the 
Wisconsin Republican Party.

Democrats argued in a fed-
eral lawsuit that more time 
should be allotted for ballots 
to arrive by mail and be count-
ed because of the challenges 
posed by the coronavirus pan-
demic. Republicans countered 
that voters had plenty of op-
tions to vote on time and that 
the rules shouldn’t be changed 
so close to the election. The 
Supreme Court, in a 5-3 deci-
sion Monday along ideological 
lines, affirmed an appellate 
court ruling that had blocked 
the extended count.

It’s not clear if the ruling 
will benefit one side or the 
other in Wisconsin, which 
President Donald Trump won 
by fewer than 23,000 votes 
in 2016, said Barry Burden, 
a University of Wisconsin-
Madison political science pro-
fessor and the director of the 
Elections Research Project.

Trump was campaigning 
in Wisconsin on Tuesday and 
his Democratic challenger Joe 
Biden was scheduled to visit 
the state on Friday.

“The fact that Democrats are 
using mail voting more than 
Republicans are suggests that 
the Biden campaign would be 
hurt more by ballots that come 
in late,” Burden said.

However, since the appellate 
ruling nearly three weeks ago, 
Democrats have been working 
under the assumption that the 
deadline for returning ballots 
would be 8 p.m. on Election 
Day and have helped shatter 
the state record for returning 
absentee ballots, Burden said.

As of Tuesday, more than 
1.4 million ballots had been 
returned, including 352,000 
that were cast early in per-
son. That is 48% of the total 
Wisconsin votes cast in the 
2016 presidential election. 
About 10 times more ballots 
have been returned by mail 
than in typical presidential 
elections.

Still, there were 320,000 
outstanding ballots as of Tues-
day, which amounts to 18% of 
the nearly 1.7 million absentee 
ballots requested. In the April 
presidential primary election, 
9% of all requested absentee 
ballots were not returned. In 
that election, 1.7% of all bal-
lots returned were rejected 
due to missing signatures or 
other deficiencies that were 
not fixed in time by the voters.

The ruling setting the 8 p.m. 
Election Day deadline for re-
turning ballots means there 
will “definitely” be some that 
aren’t counted, Burden said. 
In Wisconsin’s April primary, 
some 80,000 ballots arrived 
after Election Day.

The U.S. Postal Service dis-
trict that covers most of Wis-
consin has not met the agen-
cy’s goal of having at least 95% 
of first-class mail delivered 
within five days during the 
month of October, accord-
ing to postal data. The most 
recently available delivery 
data showed on-time delivery 
rates at 84.6% in the week that 
ended Oct. 16, right as ballots 
were moving through the sys-
tem.

Republicans and Demo-
crats are urging their voters 
to get their ballots in imme-
diately.

“The rules haven’t 
changed,” Wikler said. “What 
changes is that there is now a 
certainty that ballots need to 
arrive by the time polls close. 
There is now a wave of public 
attention on that fact.”

The Democratic effort to 
get ballots returned on time 
includes calling, texting, 
having people contact their 
friends, “running digital ads 
on every conceivable plat-
form,” tracking down out-
standing absentee ballots, 
TV ads, radio ads, newspaper 

ads, planes pulling banners, 
chalking on campuses and 
billboards, Wikler said.

Republicans, who opposed 
extending the counting dead-
line, were also urging voters 
to return ballots, or follow 
through on their plans to vote 
in person.

“We continue to monitor 
who has outstanding ballots 
and we will push them hard 
this last week though text mes-
sages, robocalls,” Hitt said.

Some of the 320,000 out-
standing ballots could have 
been sent to people who re-
quested them in the spring 
but have now decided to vote 
in person, Hitt said.

“I suspect there will be quite 
a bit of that, especially on the 
conservative side,” he said.

The Wisconsin Elections 
Commission said that Tues-
day was the practical deadline 
for voters to return their ab-
sentee ballots by mail, which 
would allow one week for it to 
be delivered. Voters have un-
til Thursday to request a bal-
lot by mail, but that does not 
likely leave them enough time 
to receive it on time.

Voters have numerous op-
tions for returning the ballots, 
other than by mail, including 
at secure drop boxes, their 
municipal clerk’s office or 
dropping it off at their polling 
place on Election Day unless 
it is a city, like Milwaukee, 
where ballots are counted at 
a central location. Voters can 
also always cast their ballots 
in person on Election Day, 
even if they requested and re-
ceived an absentee ballot.

The Supreme Court’s ruling 
also means that poll workers 
can’t come from outside the 
county where they live. The 
Wisconsin Elections Commis-
sion has been operating on the 
assumption that poll workers 

In this Oct. 20, 2020, file photo, Evelio Mancera and his daughter, 
Jennifer Mancera, both residents of Madison, fill out their bal-
lots on the first day of the state’s in-person absentee voting win-
dow for the Nov. 3 election outside the city’s City-County Building 
in Madison, Wis. PHOTO BY JOHN HART/AP

must come from the county 
where they live, said spokes-
man Reid Magney. He noted 
that there are other jobs at 
the polls which do not require 
county residency, including 
greeting voters, managing 
lines and sanitizing surfaces 
and voting equipment.

Hitt and Wikler said they 
were not concerned about a 
shortage of poll workers. Gov. 
Tony Evers, a Democrat, has 
promised to call out the Wis-
consin National Guard to fill 
any vacancies, as was done 
during two previous elections 
this year.

Judge stops Election 
Day gun ban near 
Michigan polling sites

DETROIT (AP) — A judge on 
Tuesday blocked a ban on the 
open display of guns near Michi-
gan polling places on Election 
Day, agreeing with critics who 
said a Democratic secretary of 
state failed to follow state law 
with her sudden order.

Gun-rights groups accused 
Secretary of State Jocelyn Ben-
son of exceeding her authority in 
banning people from openly car-
rying guns within 100 feet (30.48 
meters) of voting sites. She acted 
after authorities recently busted 
up an alleged plot to kidnap Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer.

But Benson failed to go 
through a formal rule-making 
process required under state law, 
Judge Christopher Murray said.

Compliance “is no mere pro-
cedural nicety,” Murray said. 
“Instead, our appellate courts 
have repeatedly emphasized the 
importance of the democratic 
principles embodied in the (law), 
which requires notice and an op-
portunity to be heard on the sub-
ject under consideration.”

Earlier in the day, Assistant 
Attorney General Heather Mein-
gast said lawmakers have given 
secretaries of state discretion to 
set certain election rules, includ-
ing safety. Separately, armed 
critics upset with the governor’s 
orders about controlling the 
coronavirus have rallied at the 
Capitol.

“There are dozens — we’ve 

had numerous complaints,” Me-
ingast told the judge. “There are 
voters who are afraid. There are 
election workers who are afraid 
to go to work on Election Day.”

Murray said voter intimida-
tion already is illegal.

Attorney General Dana Nes-
sel, a Democrat, pledged to ap-
peal Murray’s decision with just 
days left until the election.

Benson’s policy caused blow-
back from some county sheriffs 
who had said they wouldn’t en-
force it. The Michigan Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police also had 
panned it.

“To be clear: This case is not 
about the fragile state of mind 
of 21 voters, and what (Ben-
son) envisions is the appropri-
ate level of wokeness by voters,” 
Dean Greenblatt, attorney for 
the group Michigan Open Carry, 
told the judge. “It’s the question 
of raw abuse and assumption of 
power not authorized by law.”

Some states and groups are 
preparing for tension at poll-
ing places. In Ohio, the League 
of Women Voters has been re-
cruiting “peacekeeper teams” of 
clergy and social workers to ease 
stress at the polls. At least 125 
people have signed up.

Murray hears lawsuits against 
the state of Michigan as a judge 
on the Court of Claims. He also 
is chief judge on the state appeals 
court and is running for reelec-
tion to that court.

Judge Christopher Murray said voter 
intimidation already is illegal.
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Yale students among those 
targeted in paintball shootings

NEW HAVEN, Conn. 
(AP) — New Haven and 
Yale police are investigat-
ing after a number of city 
residents, including at least 
seven Yale students, re-
ported being hit this month 
by assailants firing paint-
ball guns.

Yale freshman Naomi 
Schwartzburt told the Yale 
Daily News t hat she and a 
friend were walking near 
Yale’s Phelps Gate on the 
evening of Oct. 14 when 
they were attacked.

“We just heard shots and 
next thing I knew, I was hit 
in the face,” she said. “I felt 
my face, looked down and 
saw there was green paint 
on my hand. Honestly, I 
was more relieved than 
anything that it was just a 
paintball.”

New Haven Police Lieu-
tenant Elliot Rosa said the 
department has confis-

cated nine paintball guns 
and made arrests in several 
shootings. She said some of 
the attacks are related, but 
the attacks have become a 
popular form of mischief 
among city teens.

“It’s almost like years 
ago, it used to be egging.” 
she told the newspaper. 
“Kids used to drive around 
and throw eggs at one an-
other — I guess the new 
fad is paintballs and that’s 
what we’re seeing.”

Perick Appo, an orga-
nizer with Unidad Latina 
en Acción, said he was as-
saulted as he biked to work 
last Wednesday. He said 
the four teenagers in an 
grey SUV made racial slurs 
before firing a paintball 
that hit him in the chest.

“I don’t feel like they 
should go to jail, but come 
on guys.” Appo told the 
newspaper.

Lamont warns restaurants, 
bars not to ‘ruin it’ for others

(AP) Gov. Ned Lamont 
warned Monday that bars 
and restaurants violating 
Connecticut’s COVID-19 
restrictions will “ruin it” 
for other establishments 
complying with social dis-
tancing rules, including re-
quired face coverings, if they 
don’t change their ways.

The Democrat said he was 
concerned to learn about a 
pub in Fairfield that was 
temporarily shut down and 
the owner fined after lo-
cal health officials on Fri-
day night observed about 
50 people standing outside, 
many without masks, as 
well as a large number of 
people inside, in violation of 
the state’s current capacity 
limits.

“There’s been a couple 
of other incidents maybe 
you’ve heard about around 
the rest of the state right 
now,” Lamont said on Mon-
day during his coronavirus 
briefing. “And if this keeps 
going, you’re going to ruin 
it for all the restaurants and 
everybody who was follow-
ing the protocols really seri-
ously.”

Lamont said he is con-
cerned about “bars mas-
querading as restaurants,” 
given the state’s current 
restrictions on stand-alone 
bars reopening during the 
continuing COVID-19 pan-
demic. He has repeatedly 
said he believes there’s a 
significant risk of getting in-
fected in a bar, with people 
standing around, close to 
one another.

Restaurants, meanwhile, 
are allowed to open at 75% 
capacity, except in commu-
nities with higher infection 
rates where local leaders 
decided to keep the limits at 
50%.

Since Friday, there have 
been more than 2,000 new 
infections in Connecticut 

after more than 92,000 tests 
were taken. The state still 
has among the lowest posi-
tivity rates in the nation. 
Meanwhile, the number of 
hospitalizations climbed by 
37 to 270 patients. The num-
ber of COVID-associated 
deaths increased by 12 to 
4,589.

Dr. John Murphy, presi-
dent and CEO of Nuvance 
Health, which includes 
Danbury Hospital, said it’s 
important to note that the 
type of people testing posi-
tive is different today than 
it was in March, April and 
May. In those early months 
of the pandemic, he said, the 
percentage of people under 
age 18 who tested positive 
was 4%. He said about 25% 

who test positive are now 
under age 18.

“So they’re healthier. 
There are fewer comorbidi-
ties. They’re much less like-
ly to get sick,” he said. “And 
of those individuals who do 
come into the emergency 
department, we’re finding 
that we are much more com-
fortable sending individuals 
home and, if necessary, with 
home care nurses looking 
after them.”

Murphy said modeling 
shows this new surge in 
cases could peak sometime 
in mid-January or sooner. 
But he said the state is better 
prepared than it was when 
COVID-19 first hit earlier 
this year, considering there 
are better therapies, more 
testing and contact tracing 
and more mask-wearing.

“So for all of those rea-
sons, while we expect it to 
be a tough winter, we do 
not believe that we are go-
ing to be overwhelmed by 
this,” he said. “And we are 
hopeful that our capacity is 
sufficient to meet the needs 
of our state in the coming 
months.”

“If this keeps going, you’re going to ruin it 
for all the restaurants and everybody who 

was following the protocols.”
GOV. NED LAMONT

Police bill plays big role in 
Connecticut legislative races

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
While Democratic candidates 
for the General Assembly con-
tend they have a strong record 
to run on, despite COVID-19 
greatly limiting legislative suc-
cesses in 2020, Republicans 
have latched onto the police 
accountability legislation that 
passed in a special session, be-
lieving voters will agree it goes 
too far.

The bill cleared the Demo-
cratic-controlled legislature 
in late July along mostly party 
lines. GOP incumbents and 
challengers throughout the 
state argue it’s an overreach 
that makes it more difficult for 
officers to do their jobs.

“Police officers, unions from 
across the state from the be-
ginning made their point very 
clearly that passage of that bill 
would be harmful for the police 
community and to police of-
ficers individually,” said Rep. 
Jason Perillo, R-Shelton. “Quite 
frankly, the Democrats who 
supported the bill either didn’t 
hear it or didn’t care. And peo-
ple took note of that.”

But Democrats contend the 
new law, which attempts to 
change police procedures and 
policies in light of the killing of 
George Floyd and other Black 
people, has been mischaracter-
ized to create alarm, and argue 
they’re the party with the pro-
union record, not the Republi-
cans.

“There’s really nothing in the 
bill that a hardworking, honor-
able police officer should fear,” 
said Senate President Martin 
Looney, D-New Haven. Among 
other things, the wide-ranging 
bill removes governmental im-
munity protections for officers 
in certain serious situations, 
creates a new inspector gen-
eral to investigate police use-of-
force cases, and requires peri-
odic mental health screenings 
for officers.

Looney noted that Democrats 
helped negotiate long-awaited, 
bipartisan legislation in 2019 
with unions and local munici-
pal leaders to provide one year 
of workers’ compensation cov-
erage to police and firefighters 
suffering with post traumatic 
stress-related psychological 

injuries, without having had a 
physical injury. The legislation 
is being touted by Democratic 
lawmakers as they seek reelec-
tion this year.

“At that time, the police were 
extraordinarily grateful to us 
and they were saying it was 
something that they would al-
ways remember and that it was 
something that they had been 
looking for for years,” said Loo-
ney.

Democrats currently con-
trol both chambers of the Con-
necticut General Assembly; 
22-14 in the Senate and 91-60 in 
the House of Representatives. 
While the Senate’s member-
ship was split evenly between 
Democrats and Republicans af-
ter the 2016 election, the Demo-
crats rebounded in 2018.

It’s unclear whether the GOP 
will have enough momentum 
this year to capture control of 
the chamber, especially in a 
presidential year with a Repub-
lican president at the top of the 
ticket who is relatively unpopu-
lar here.

Besides the PTSD bill, Dem-
ocrats are also campaigning 
on other major bills from the 
2019 session, including legisla-
tion providing most workers 
up to 12 weeks of paid leave 
to care for a family member, 
a new child or their own seri-
ous health condition by 2022; 
and a new minimum wage law 
that incrementally increases 
the rate to $15 an hour by 2023 
and then ties future increases 
to the employment cost index, 
which is calculated by the U.S. 
Department of Labor.

Some Democratic candidates 
are also holding themselves out 
as protectors against Trump 
administration policies. With 
the appointment of conserva-
tive Amy Coney Barrett to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, they’re 
pointing to state legislation that 
incorporates much of the feder-
al Affordable Care Act, includ-
ing protections for people with 
preexisting conditions, as well 
as legislation passed years ago 
which codified provisions of 
the Roe v. Wade abortion deci-
sion in state law.

“State legislatures are the 
first line of defense to protect 

citizens’ rights and Democ-
racy,” State Sen. Alex Kasser, 
D-Greenwich, promises on her 
website.

Her opponent Ryan Fazio, 
like other Republicans, has fo-
cused on the pitfalls of Demo-
crats retaining large majorities 
in the General Assembly. On 
Facebook, he’s raised concerns 
about the possible regionaliza-
tion of schools, limits on local 
zoning and implementation 
of highway tolls — all issues 
raised by other GOP candidates 
during this year’s election sea-
son, as well.

But no issue appears to have 
been embraced more by Re-
publicans, both incumbents 
and challengers, than the po-
lice reform debate. And they 
have welcomed the political en-
dorsements from local police, 
some candidates promising 
they’ll work to revisit the issue 
when the General Assembly re-
convenes in 2021.

Some police union leaders, 
however, contend they didn’t 
intend to just endorse Republi-
cans.

“It’s not about political af-
filiation. We’ve never been in-
volved. And we try to stay out 
of it because, politically, it’s a 
difficult task to balance,” said 
Sgt. John Milligan, president of 
the New Canaan police union. 
A Democrat himself, he noted 
that his party tends to be more 
supportive of collective bar-
gaining rights than the GOP.

But Milligan said the police 
reform legislation went too far 
“to the left” in trying to address 
problems that he said are hap-
pening in other states, not Con-
necticut.

“There’s so many good men 
and women in this state that 
are doing a great job and we’re 
being punished,” he said.

Sgt. Anna Tornello, presi-
dent of the police union in Wil-
ton, agreed.

“We’re not endorsing candi-
dates just for their political af-
filiation,” she said of the slate of 
Republicans her union is back-
ing for the first time in recent 
memory for the state legisla-
ture. “I’m endorsing candidates 
who have approached me and 
have asked to understand.”

In these July 23, 2020, file photos, people participate in a “Back the Blue” rally to show support for 
law enforcement officers as they march toward the State Capitol in Hartford, Conn. Republicans 
in the Connecticut legislature have latched onto police accountability legislation that managed to 
pass in a special session earlier this summer, believing voters will agree it goes too far.   PHOTOS BY 
JESSICA HILL/AP
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C
ollege looks a bit different now 
from what it used to be. The con-
tinuing spread of the novel coro-
navirus has forced the University 
of Connecticut to offer courses in a 
range of modalities, which in the 

least has provided us with new applications of 
words like “split” and “hybrid” and has left most 
of us glued to our computer screens for much of 
the day. 

Evidently, the decision seems largely up to pro-
fessors to determine the “best” mode of instruc-
tion for their courses. The present and ongoing 
risk of contagion likely is, and should be, a large 
part of their decision. Other factors, too, are likely 
a part of their decisions: Some professors are more 
familiar and comfortable with using technology 
to teach than others, some teach courses like labs 
where essential aspects of informational delivery 
are challenging to recreate in virtual formats and 
some worry about their own safety as part of an 
at-risk group to the coronavirus. 

For both students and the university, it is a per-
tinent question of whether or not these changes 
in format preserve the quality of instruction. For 
students, it is a question of whether or not the 
maintained tuition expense is justified despite 
the shift in modalities. For the university, it is a 
question of whether or not the range of course 
modalities might be a valuable adaptation to en-
hancement of instruction in the future. When the 
need to minimize health risks is no longer present, 
other pressing needs might justify continuing to 
offer courses in a range of modalities at UConn. 

One of these needs is to reduce the educational 
inequities of higher education. This cannot be 
done without first increasing accessibility to 
higher education. Courses only being offered at 
a particular geographic location present a barrier 
to significant subsets of the population, such as: 
incarcerated individuals who have exhausted the 
educational offerings in prison and seek a degree 
in higher education as a way to achieve a secure 
economic and social position when they are re-
leased;  single mothers for whom a long commute 
would be nearly impossible to structure in to 
their day; students who live at home because they 

cannot afford to 
pay for hous-
ing either on or 
near campus; 
students who 
live at home 
because they 
have pressing 
and constant 
family respon-
sibilities; and 
others.  

As of now it may be too early to properly mea-
sure whether or not quality is preserved in non-
in-person modalities. However, the public health 
necessity of continuing on with a range of mo-
dalities for at least another semester presents 
an invaluable opportunity for experimentation 
and evaluation. Recognition of how a range of 
modalities might increase accessibility to higher 
education in a very significant way in the future 
should be of great importance to the university in 
its considerations in the months to come. 

Editorial

Lessons Learned?: 
Course modalities, 
quality and 
accessibility 
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It’s the end 
of healthcare 
as we know it
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In 2019, Joe Biden reversed his 
long-held opinion favoring the 
Hyde Amendment, a legislative 
provision which prevents the use 
of federal funds to pay for abor-
tion, except in certain cases. Some 
critics claimed he was “f lip-flop-
ping,” and no longer supported 
the Hyde Amendment in order to 
fit Democratic ideals better, but 
he personally stated he could not 
back the amendment while wom-
en of all income levels did not have 
equal access to abortion. A year 
later, Biden is the Democratic can-
didate for the 2020 presidential 
election, so the change in opinion 
wasn’t overly detrimental to his 
image. But such a major switch in 
beliefs (by anyone, not just a poli-
tician) can create a malleable, un-
trustworthy image.  

Everyone has opinions, judge-
ments or beliefs. However, such 
simple words do not capture the 
connotations, undertones and 
implications that come with the 
phrase, “I changed my mind.” 
There’s a climate of shame and 

fear regarding changing one’s 
mind. Someone may adopt a 
new opinion and immediately be 
called a hypocrite. We judge peo-
ple if they avoid picking a side and 
sticking to it, ignoring the way the 
world is constantly changing.  

So why are we so afraid of 
changing our minds? Risk per-
ception expert David Ropeik, au-
thor of “How Risky Is It, Really?” 

believes “we are social animals 
instinctively reliant on our tribe 
for safety and protection. Any 
disloyalty literally feels danger-
ous, like the tribe will kick you 
out. This effect is magnified in 
people already worried.” From 
an evolutionary perspective, this 
makes sense. But we are no lon-
ger hunter-gatherers. Even sud-
denly changing our future plans 

brings along feelings of guilt and 
wishes that we had just been more 
prepared or better-informed the 
first time around. This fear of de-
viating from the pack or original 
plan that comes with changing 
your mind is no longer relevant, 
and leads to a narrow view of the 
uncertain, dynamic world we live 
in today.  

In order to move past the com-
mon fear of changing our minds, 
we need to remember the dif-
ference between hypocrisy and 
changing an opinion. Hypocrisy is 
an overused term nowadays, that 
really refers only to instances of 
faking beliefs or displaying behav-
iors that contradict your claimed 
beliefs. Thus, it is not accurate to 
call someone a “hypocrite” simply 
because they changed their opin-
ion. If your views change and you 
acknowledge the change, you’re 
not being disingenuous, (even if 
it may feel like it). Changing your 
mind doesn’t make you unreli-
able or careless — in fact, it could 
mean you’re self-aware and mere-
ly growing as a person. 

The Indian police 
brutality pandemic

Anti-police protests have gath-
ered across the globe, notably in the 
U.S. against police brutality and in 
Nigeria against the notoriously cor-
rupt Special Anti-Robbery Squad. 
India has a long history of similar 
police-sanctioned human rights 
violations, but as of yet there have 
been comparatively few enduring 
protests and little change.  

On Jun. 26, @Pewiwannadiepiee 
tweeted: “India is probably the one 
country where police brutality dur-
ing lockdown were shared as funny 
forwards on WhatsApp. Police in 
this country get away with bare ter-
rorism with next to no consequenc-
es. They’re quite literally untouch-
able #JusticeForJeyarajAndFenix.” 

They were referring to an exam-
ple of police torture that drew some 

outrage and national attention: the 
arrests of 58-year-old P. Jeyaraj 
and his son 31-year-old Benicks for 
breaking state regulations for lock-
down on June 19, 2020. While in 
custody, both men were allegedly 
beaten, stripped and sodomized. 
They died soon after each other on 
June 22. Such instances of horren-
dous human rights violations by 
the Indian police are not rare. An 
average of five people die in police 
or judicial custody daily, with 74.4% 
succumbing to injuries from torture 
and 19.2% supposedly “commiting 
suicide.” Because this treatment 
occurs in custody, it is often euphe-
mized and justified as a method of 
interrogation. First-degree interro-
gation is general questioning, sec-
ond-degree interrogation is physical 
assault and third-degree interroga-
tion is torture.  

by Aarushi Nohria
CONTRIBUTOR
aarushi.nohria@uconn.edu

by Anika Veeraraghav
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

With the confirmation of Judge Amy 
Coney Barrett to the United States Su-
preme Court on Oct. 26, the U.S. is go-
ing backward. The confirmation is a 
devastating blow to human rights. 

I’m not going to talk about the fact 
that the New York City Bar Associa-
tion has reservations about Barrett’s 
qualifications. I’m not going to talk 
about the fact that Barrett brings reli-
gion where it certainly does not belong. 
I’m not going to talk about the fact that 
during her hearing, she refused to an-
swer questions regarding whether or 
not climate change is real. And I’m cer-
tainly not going to mention the fact that 
Barrett was confirmed a mere eight 
days before the election despite the 
fact that over 60 million people have 
already cast their votes in the presiden-
tial election. 

The consequences of her views are 
concerning and terrifying, don’t get me 
wrong; I’m just going to focus on the 
consequences of one particular view. 
The fact that I’m able to write about just 
one aspect of one particular view for 
750 words should be setting off alarm 
bells. 

by Madeline Papcun
CONTRIBUTOR
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu 
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A Jammu and Kashmir government employee takes pictures with 
his mobile phone as Indian police use colored water cannons to dis-
perse a government employee protest in Srinagar, Indian controlled 
Kashmir, on Oct. 22, 2020. Police brutality has been noramlized in 
India. PHOTOGRAPH BY DAR YASIN/AP
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Voter suppression 
has a long history 
in the US

‘LEGALLY 
AND MEDI-
CALLY TRANS’ 
DISCUSSED 
TRANSGENDER 
HEALTH AND 
IDENTITY

by Emma Gehr
STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

by Ian Ward
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ian.ward@uconn.edu

An activist shares a sign that reads “WE RESIST VOTER SUPPRE-
SION” over video call. On Tuesday, Oct. 27, the Connecticut Col-
laborative on Poverty, Criminal Justice & Race hosted “One State, 
One Film: Let the People Decide,” a discussion and film screening 
on voter suppression. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

The U.S. was founded on 
the principle of equality 
and freedom, but many of 
the laws and policies that 
have been put in place by 
the government have and 
continue to uphold system-
atic inequality.  

The right to vote is an as-
pect of our democracy that 
has been a highly contest-
ed issue for many years. 
The current struggle over 
voting rights and voter 
suppression can be traced 
back to the Civil Rights 
Movement, along with its 
many prominent activists 
who worked tirelessly to-
ward gaining equal treat-
ment under the law. Voter 
suppression tactics have 
evolved over the years but 
continue to share a com-
mon goal of deciding who 
is eligible to vote by bar-
ring certain people, typi-
cally based on race, from 
exercising this freedom.  

The Connecticut Collab-
orative on Poverty, Crimi-
nal Justice & Race hosted 
a film screening and dis-
cussion titled “One State, 
One Film: Let the People 
Decide” to address this 
issue. This panel discus-
sion was centered around 
Gavin Guerra’s film “Let 
the People Decide,” which 
traces the history of voting 
rights struggles from 1960 
to present day. The main 
goal of this film is to con-
nect the dots between gen-
erations of voting suppres-
sion and shed light on the 
current political environ-
ment regarding race and 
voting.  

“As soon as you tell peo-
ple they can’t do something 
… they do get motivated,” 

Guerra, writer, producer 
and director of the film, 
said. 

The right to vote is a 
basic principle of democ-
racy, and when someone is 
banned from having this 
right, their political pow-
er is essentially stripped 
away from them and their 
political voice is silenced. 
The Civil Rights Move-
ment emerged as a driving 
force in the fight for equal 
rights during the 1950s 
and 1960s to address the 
struggle for social justice 
and work toward the ulti-
mate goal of gaining equal 
treatment under the law, 
regardless of the color of 
one’s skin. Voting rights 
are an important aspect of 
civil rights, and thus arose 
as a prominent pillar of the 
movement.  

“Since the founding of 
this country, who gets the 
right to vote has been a 
contested issue,” Andrew 
Clark, director of the In-
stitute for Municipal & 
Regional Policy at Central 
Connecticut State Univer-
sity and moderator of the 
panel, said. 

Even though the Civil 
Rights Movement led to the 
creation and passage of im-
portant legislation, includ-
ing the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, minorities in 
this country, especially 
Black people, continue to 
face exclusionary and dis-
criminatory treatment in 
the voting process. 

“Just the attempt to reg-
ister to vote was a life-
threatening situation,” Da-
vid Dennis, a civil rights 
icon that was featured in 
the film, said. 

Dennis grew up in a seg-
regated area of Louisiana 
and was one of the orga-

nizers of the Mississippi 
Summer Project of 1964, 
a volunteer campaign cre-
ated to register as many 
Black voters as possible 
in Mississippi. He worked 
closely with members of 
the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee to 
engage fellow students in 
the Civil Rights Movement. 
Young people became a 
popular demographic dur-
ing the Civil Rights Move-
ment as they were able to 
learn from the wisdom of 
their elders and translate 
this into energy to keep the 
movement going.  

“I think that the les-
son we learned from the 
George Floyd protests and 
the youth wing of the Civil 
Rights Movement is that 
pressure works … if they 
keep the pressure on, peo-
ple will move the discus-
sion to what they are talk-
ing about,” Guerra said. 

“Let the People Decide” 
is an eye-opening film that 
allows viewers to see how 
events from over 50 years 
ago are still relevant to the 
current heated political cli-
mate within the U.S. 

We are one week away 
from one of the most im-
portant and consequential 
elections our nation has 
faced. The culture sur-
rounding voter suppres-
sion within our country 
must be changed to address 
the core of the problem. 

“If you don’t change the 
culture you can’t depend 
upon the laws,” Dennis 
said.  

If you are interested in 
learning more about the 
intersection of poverty, 
criminal justice and race, 
and the mission of The 
Connecticut Collaborative, 
visit their website for more 
information.

On Tuesday, Oct. 27, the 
Rainbow Center hosted a 
virtual discussion titled “Le-
gally and Medically Trans,” 
providing information about 
the legal identity and medical 
process many transgender in-
dividuals go through. 

One of the speakers was 
Matthew Kelly, a lawyer in 
D.C. at the law firm Ballard 
Spahr LLP, who helps trans-
gender individuals with legal 
issues. During his presenta-
tion, Kelly went over Con-
necticut’s laws and processes 
for changing your name and 
gender. He said at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut, a per-
son can change their name 
on items such as a diploma, 
school email and class/roster. 
Kelly did specify, however, 
that legal documentation 
is required if an individual 
wants to change their names 
on items such as financial aid, 
a Husky One card, a Core-CT 
ID and transcripts.   

In Connecticut, in order 
for someone to change their 
name, they must go to the 
probate court and provide 
two forms of identification 
including one photo ID. In-
dividuals must also bring a 
Petition for Change of Name 
form or a PC-901 along with a 
PC-901CI form — which con-
tains confidential informa-
tion such as an individual’s 
social security number. Kelly 
said it can take up to eight 
weeks before a person’s name 
is legally changed. He also 
mentioned that a person does 
not have to provide the court 

with a reason why for the 
name-change. In order for a 
person to change their name 
in Connecticut, they must be 
a resident of the state for at 
least 183 days of the year. 

In response to a question 
about changing someone’s le-
gal name in North Carolina, 
Kelly said the National Cen-
ter for Transgender Equality 
website has entries with in-
formation for other states. 

The second and final speak-
er was Christine Rodriguez, 
a family nurse practitioner 
at the University of Saint 
Joseph. She discussed the 
process of medically transi-
tioning. She said some trans-
gender individuals use bind-
ers, which involve the use of 
tight fitting sports bras, shirt 
bandages or a custom-made 
binder to provide a f lat chest 
contour. Rodriguez also men-
tioned the term “packing,” 
which is the placement of a 
penile prosthesis in one’s un-
derwear. 

A key area that Rodriguez 
focused on was the dosage 
rates for testosterone and es-
trogen during the transition 
process. She said for some-
one taking testosterone, the 
recommended amount to take 
each week is between 50-100 
milligrams. For someone us-
ing oral estradiol, which is a 
form of estrogen therapy, she 
recommends taking two to 
six milligrams a day. 

One student asked Rodri-
guez what she thinks is the 
biggest barrier for transgen-
der individuals in healthcare. 

“It’s so hard to find some-
one who gets you and who 
understands the knowledge,” 
Rodriguez said. 

STUDENT:
What do you think is the biggest 
barrier for transgender individuals in 
healthcare? 

CHRISTINE RODRIGUEZ 
FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER: 

It’s so hard to find someone who 
gets you and who understands the 

knowledge.
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‘Sarah Cooper: Everything’s Fine’ 
is an original brand of comedy

DEMYSTIFYING THE ‘STRESS SHITS’
AND OTHER PSYCHOLOGICAL DISORDERS OF THE GUT

by Sean Rago
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sean.rago@uconn.edu

by Taylor Harton
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
taylor.harton@uconn.edu

Between the global pandemic 
and the upcoming presidential 
election, the world is currently a 
very tense place. Sarah Cooper’s 
new Netflix comedy special, “Ev-
erything’s Fine,” cleverly captures 
this sense of impending doom we 
have become all too familiar with 
over the past year. 

The special is a political satire 
in which Cooper portrays a news 
anchor struggling to maintain 
sanity while reporting on increas-
ingly frightening current events. 
Although the premise of political 
satire news shows are not new, the 

special adds a certain element of 
weirdness that causes it to stand 
out. 

Cooper gives a solid perfor-
mance and plays off her strong 
cast of guest celebrities well. There 
are several bits based on her fa-
mous TikToks where she lip syncs 
President Donald Trump. It is 
understandable why these bits 
are included — after all, they are 
what launched Cooper’s career 
and many fans will likely tune in 
to the special in hopes of seeing the 
bit again. The creators are able to 
find a good balance between this 
bit and the other content of the 
special. It is given enough screen 
time to highlight its success with-
out becoming the main focus. 

Picture this: You’re sitting in the 
chemistry building, desperately 
trying to study for a lab quiz for 
class in 30 minutes. Your heart is 
racing and your palms are sweaty. 
Suddenly, while spending the last 
few seconds you have cramming 
information into your overworked 
brain, you feel a dreadful nausea 
come over you. It starts in your 
stomach and gradually makes its 
way down to your groin. Shit, you 
think to yourself, as you run to the 
bathroom. 

If you are a college student, you 
most likely have experienced what 
I like to call the “stress shits.” De-
spite the name, this experience is 
not only limited to diarrhea/consti-
pation; it also includes general nau-
sea (or a feeling of your stomach be-
ing tied in knots) and, more rarely, 
vomiting. 

Though the quote “mental 
health is just as important as phys-
ical health,” is well-intentioned, it 
blatantly neglects the interface be-
tween these two systems. Indeed, 
some portions of what we think 
of as mental health may not be di-
rectly observable or measurable 
by a bodily process. However, the 
very real physiological and physi-

cal manifestations of mental health 
are often observable through ob-
vious mediums such as gut reac-
tions. 

Humans have an innate stress 
response, a familiar term known 
as fight-or-flight. Historically, this 
mechanism has been beneficial for 
fending off a dangerous predator or 
running from something that can 
cause us imminent harm. Today, 
this same response is elicited by 
smaller stressors — school, work 
and relationship troubles. None of 
these situations typically involve 
an immediate need to fight or flee. 

Because these periods of stress 
are often chronic and repetitive, 
the body does not know how to 
shut off the sympathetic nervous 
system activation. The fight-or-
flight response was never intended 
to be maintained long term. It has 
not evolved to sustain drawn-out 
periods of stress and anxiety. Un-
der those conditions, the system 
malfunctions, often leading to psy-
chological disorders and physical 
symptoms of these conditions. 

“When these responses occur 
too frequently and/or dramati-
cally, the body has a more difficult 
time recovering, which can result 
in the body remaining in a semi 
hyperstimulated state, since stress 
hormones are stimulants,” Jim 
Folk, who serves as the president 

for anxietycentre.com out of Can-
ada, said. “A body that becomes 
stress-response hyperstimulated 
can exhibit similar sensations and 
symptoms to that of an active stress 
response. Experiencing diarrhea is 
an example of how the stress re-
sponse and/or hyperstimulation 
can affect the body.”

Two important organ systems, 
the digestive tract and the nervous 
system, are constantly commu-
nicating with one another, which 
elicits similar responses in both 
areas and can spell trouble for your 
gut when you are stressed, Dr. Kyle 
Staller, a gastroenterologist at Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital, said.

“Your gastrointestinal tract has 
many nerves and is a nervous sys-
tem organ, much like the brain,” 
Dr. Staller told Self in September. 
“The brain can impact what’s go-

ing on in the gastrointestinal tract, 
and vice versa.” 

Ken Goodman, a licensed clini-
cal social worker, wrote in article 
on the Anxiety and Depression 
Association of America website 
where he further explained how 
the interconnection between the 
brain and the gut can cause sig-
nificant alterations in the digestive 
tract that can lead to many unde-
sirable outcomes when it is time to 
hit the toilet. 

“When you are anxious, some 
of the hormones and chemicals 
released by your body enter your 
digestive tract, where they inter-
fere with digestion,” Goodman 
said. “They have a negative effect 
on your gut flora (microorganisms 
that live in the digestive tract and 
aid digestion) and decrease anti-
body production. The resulting 
chemical imbalance can cause a 
number of gastrointestinal condi-
tions.” 

The enteric system, which also 
plays a significant role in stress-
induced bowel responses, is a pe-
ripheral nervous system division 
dedicated solely to innervating and 
controlling gastrointestinal activ-
ity. As one Prime Health Denver 
article puts it, “this [system] is like 
a brain in your gut. The enteric 
system is what regulates bowel 
movements (among other digestive 

Netflix reveals cover art for the new comedy special “Sarah Cooper: Everything’s Fine.” The special featured Cooper’s political satire of current events and celebrity 
cameos formatted similarly to performances on “Saturday Night Live.”    PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

There are several segments 
throughout the hour hosted by 
guest celebrities. For the most 
part, these bits are strong and 
range widely in structure. They 
include parodies of weather re-
ports, bizarre advertisements, 
celebrity interviews and strang-
er segments better left unspoiled. 
Although some of the segments 
do not quite live up to the rest, the 
ones that do work are effective, 
and the wide variety in structure 
prevents the special from ever 
getting boring. 

Arguably the most impor-
tant detail to note about “Ev-
erything’s Fine” is how well it 
captures the essence of the year 
2020. The creators do not seem to 

be trying to convey any message 
other than “What the hell is go-
ing on?” but this feels appropri-
ate given the circumstances. The 
structure of the hour also lends 
itself very well to this message. It 
follows a very random path from 
one segment to the next, and this 
chaos reflects the nature of cur-
rent events from the past year. 

The special was clever, well-
written and structurally sound 
but never really crosses the 
threshold of truly great com-
edy. The laughs were consistent 
throughout but never too intense. 
It was a unique experience to 
watch, so much so that it feels al-
most misleading to market it as a 
comedy special. The structure is 

functions), and it can be pushed to 
its limits by chronic stress.” 

When you are stressed out, your 
colon often experiences spasms 
or more frequent contractions. If 
these spasms are occurring in a 
widespread area, you are more 
likely to experience diarrhea and 
loose, watery stools. If the spasm 
is occurring in one area, you are 
more likely to experience consti-
pation due to backup or a delay in 
fecal movement, according to Dr. 
Ashkan Farhardi, who also spoke 
to Self in an article in September. 

It has also been suggested that 
we experience negative conse-
quences in our gut due to prob-
lematic behaviors we engage in to 
attempt to quell our stress, such as 
via stress eating (especially large 
amounts of fatty, salty or sweet 
foods) or consuming substances 
such as alcohol or caffeine in large 
amounts, according to an article on 
BetterHelp. 

“If you’re under pressure try-
ing to meet a deadline and you stay 
up late eating junk to help you stay 
awake, and then rely on coffee to 
keep you going the next day, your 
stomach is going to suffer the con-
sequences,” the article said. “You 
may experience discomfort when 
pooping, and any symptoms may 
be worse if you have a gut condi-
tion.”

reminiscent of a mix between an 
episode of “Saturday Night Live” 
and an issue of “Mad Magazine.” 

“Sarah Cooper: Everything’s 
Fine” delivers an extremely 
unique brand of political satire. 
The jokes are undeniably clever 
and land for the most part, with 
only a few falters throughout. 
Cooper’s originality as a come-
dian translates well to this new 
medium. Although no part of 
the special stands out as gut-
wrenchingly funny, it is undeni-
ably entertaining and captures 
the mood of the past year ex-
tremely well. It will be interest-
ing to see what comes next from 
Cooper. 

Rating: 3/5 

The very real phys-
iological and physi-
cal manifestations 
of mental health 
are often observ-
able through obvi-
ous mediums such 
as gut reactions.
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@ THE LAUREL DINER
by Olivia Hickey
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
olivia.hickey@uconn.edu

Over the weekend, I tried 
out a breakfast and lunch 
spot with my friends that 
has been on my list for 
awhile. The Laurel Diner is 
a small breakfast and lunch 
spot with plenty of variety.  

My friends and I got to the 
diner a little after 8 a.m. on 
Saturday and the five of us 
were able to sit comfortably. 
Since it was our first time 
going, I called ahead to see 
if they could accommodate 
five people due to the pan-
demic, and they said it was 
possible if tables were open. 

After 9 a.m., the place started 
to get more busy and there 
was a waiting list. We did go 
on a weekend, so that could be 
a crowd factor.  

After we sat down, we 
looked at the walls that serve 
as a menu, decorating the res-
taurant with specials. The 
diner takes advantage of the 
space it has, including a bar 
seating option that offers 
guests the classic diner expe-
rience with a perfect view of 
the grill. After ordering a cof-
fee — an everyday coffee — I 
asked them if they had flavors. 
The waitress said no, which 
was no big deal to me. The cof-
fee with refills was over $2, 
which is average for refillable 

coffees in my opinion, but still 
great value. 

After conversing with my 
waitress, I decided to go 
with the pumpkin, Oreo and 
Nutella pancakes with a side 
of crispier bacon (I person-
ally like my bacon crispy). 
The wait wasn’t too long, es-
pecially with the company of 
friends. 

When my pancakes came, 
the first thing I noticed was 
their beautiful presentation.  

My order consisted of two 
warm pumpkin pancakes 
cooked with Oreo bits. Nutel-
la was sandwiched between 
the two flapjacks and was 
smeared on top with dollops 
of whipped cream. The pan-

The Laurel Diner in Southbury, CT offers a breakfast of Pumpkin, Oreo and Nutella pancakes with a 
side of crispy bacon.    PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

cakes themselves were good 
and the fixings added an in-
viting, rich kick to the break-
fast that made it feel more like 
a dessert. The bacon was good 
too and complemented the 
sweetness from the desert-like 
breakfast. Since it was rich 
and filling, however, I could 
not finish my food. 

You know a meal is good 
when the volume of the table 
changes from chatter to almost 
quiet after the food arrives. 
The spread had a unique vari-
ety, ranging from classics like 
eggs and shredded potatoes to 
Cap’n Crunch french toast.  

The total for my breakfast 
was under $20, but if you 
wanted a more economical 

breakfast, their menu in-
cludes a variety of options 
for under $10. 

Overall, I had a pleasant 
experience. The service was 
fairly quick and the food 
was good. The waitstaff was 
also welcoming and friendly, 
which enhances a good expe-
rience at any establishment.   

The only con: the drive. 
The diner, located in South-
bury, is about 20 or so min-
utes from my house and over 
an hour from UConn and an 
hour and 14 minutes from 
The Daily Campus Building. 
But if you decide to go, make 
sure you bring cash, since it’s 
cash only, and an appetite. 

Rating: 4.47/5  
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Provocative signs sit all over Fairfield way. These signs belong to “Silk Flowers,” a public art exhibition by the University of Connecticut School of Fine Arts.  PHOTO BY 
ASHLEY ANGLISANO, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

ONE MORE WEEK
It is slightly under one week until the election. 

That’s a fact that hasn’t quite set in, yet; in less 
than one week, we will be voting for the president 
of the United States, as well as numerous other 
local elections and the congressional representa-
tives. It is a testament to the severely traumatic 
nature of American politics today 
that the election, which is still one 
week away, is so terror-creat-
ing that the very thought of it is 
enough to inspire panic. 

It is made all the more terri-
fying by the successful confir-
mation of a sixth conservative 
Supreme Court justice, further 
skewing a court that already does 
not represent the will of the aver-
age American. It feels, to some 
extent, as though the only pos-
sible chance to keep the basic hu-
man rights that have been under 
assault for the last four years of 
Trump’s presidency is to win the 
election in less than one week and, as is the nature 
of elections, that is not a guarantee. 

When driving home on Monday, I drove past 
Town Hall, and I looked out the window and saw 
a woman standing there with a sign on either side 
of her and a third on a string around her neck. 
“Boycott the 2020 Election” said the sign around 
her neck, while the ones on either side said “This 
is NOT a choice” and “The lesser evil is STILL 
evil.”  

I was simultaneously jealous and a little in-
spired; I, of course, do not believe that what her 
signs said is accurate and do plan to vote. But I 
also believe that it takes a level of commitment 
to an idea to be willing to stand on the side of the 
road in the cold by yourself to put that idea into 
the world. At the same time, the idea of being so 
secure in my life and safety that not voting would 
in any way be an option is absurd to me. 

This is not just a presidential election, it is an 
election for basic rights. Joe Biden was not, as is 
the case for many younger voters, my first choice, 

but I will vote for him proudly in one week be-
cause I do not believe his presidency would kill 
people. Donald Trump’s has; we are in a third 
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic because of him. 
He is trying to strip healthcare away from mil-
lions of people, in the middle of a pandemic he 

caused, simply to spite the Dem-
ocrats. People will die, disabled 
people, queer people, people of 
color, poor people, will die, under 
another four years of Trump’s 
presidency.  

The lesser of two evils might 
still not be the greatest person in 
the world, but if the options are 
a person who gives you a paper-
cut or a person who stabs you in 
the heart, you go for the paper-
cut. Nothing can get better, no 
progress can be made, if we are 
constantly treading water in a 
desperate attempt to all stay alive 
long enough to see things im-

prove. We need a break, a win, a chance to make 
a real effort to improve our country instead of just 
doing damage control. 

And if you’re someone who isn’t queer, who 
isn’t disabled, whose reproductive rights aren’t 
on the ballot, whose life isn’t on the line, look at 
the people around you. You can survive another 
four years of Trump, maybe, assuming he doesn’t 
start World War III, but can your friends? Your 
family? Your coworkers? Whose lives are you 
willing to condemn to bigotry because you feel 
you are morally superior than those who don’t 
have a choice?  

There is one week until the election, one week 
until, one way or another, we discover what our 
country is going to be. In one week, every single 
person reading has the chance to decide what 
they want the country to be. That is our right, as 
citizens, as people who live in a democracy, no 
matter how hard one party might try to make it 
impossible. That is our right, so use it. Vote. Vote. 
Vote. 

by Ashton Stansel  |  STAFF COLUMNIST  |  ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

 I will vote for 
JOE BIDEN 
proudly in one 

week because I do 
not believe that 
his presidency 

would kill people. 
DONALD 

TRUMP’S has.

 

I am going to talk about the fact 
that healthcare as we know it may 
change for the worse. 

On Nov. 10, the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA), commonly referred to 
as “Obamacare” will go before the 
Supreme Court. With Barrett’s 
appointment, the Supreme Court 
has a 6-3 conservative majority 
and many are concerned about the 
future of the ACA. 

The ACA was passed in 2010 
and essentially expanded Medic-
aid eligibility and changed indi-
vidual insurance markets to better 
accommodate people with pre-ex-
isting conditions as well as differ-
ent demographic statuses. It is, by 
no means, universal healthcare, 
but it is a good step toward ensur-
ing everyone in the 
U.S. has adequate, 
accessible health-
care coverage. 

Healthcare is a 
human right, and 
the U.S. should 
be moving closer 
to establishing a 
form of universal 
healthcare. Since 
the ACA is being 
considered by the 
Supreme Cour, 
with Barrett’s ap-
pointment, it is 
possible that parts 
of the ACA will 
be struck down, 
making it more difficult for certain 
people to have access to adequate 
healthcare. People are particularly 
concerned about how the ruling 
may affect people with pre-exist-
ing conditions. 

The idea of everyone having ac-
cess to adequate healthcare should 
not be so radical. The U.S. likes to 
pride itself on being a developed 
nation where people yearn to 
come to “better their lives.” How-
ever, can people really better their 
lives if they don’t have the means 
to take care of themselves? 

Foreign nations such as Aus-
tralia, Iceland, New Zealand, 
South Korea, Spain, the United 
Arab Emirates and the United 
Kingdom, among others, all have 
universal healthcare. This uni-
versal healthcare allows people to 
have health insurance through a 
national healthcare system rather 
than a private insurer. It therefore 
allows citizens to be able to get 
proper healthcare without worry-
ing about prohibitive costs. 

In the U.S., many people are 
unable to get the healthcare they 
need because they do not have the 
means to pay for it. Something as 
necessary as a trip to a doctor’s 
office, on average without insur-
ance, may cost between $300-
$600 depending on the services 
needed. This does not take into 
account what happens if abnor-
mal findings are present and ad-
ditional tests must be ordered, or 

if additional medications must be 
prescribed. 

Medications also have prohibi-
tive costs. The cost of insulin for a 
person with diabetes, annually, is 
around $6,000. If the trends con-
tinue, researchers estimate that 
by 2024, people may have to pay 
$12,446 for insulin annually. These 
unreasonable prices have led to 
“insulin-rationing” which can be 
deadly. Insulin is essentially a hor-
mone produced to help regulate 
the amount of glucose in the body. 
When the body cannot naturally 
produce enough insulin, a per-
son must purchase external insu-
lin to regulate levels of glucose in 
the blood. Without the adequate 
amount of insulin, the body pro-
duces excessive blood acids called 
“ketones” and a person may devel-
op diabetic ketoacidosis, which can 

lead to a coma and 
possibly death.  

When the costs 
of insulin are this 
high and people 
cannot afford the 
correct amount, 
this is a very real 
possibility. 

People should 
not have to pay 
this much money 
in order to simply 
survive. Universal 
healthcare cover-
age could ensure 
that people have ac-
cess to the health-
care and medica-

tions they need. Instead, universal 
healthcare is often dismissed as 
a “radical idea” that should not 
be implemented. Is providing the 
means for everyone to survive re-
ally that radical? 

Healthcare should be a human 
right; however, in the U.S., this is 
not the case, and it does not seem 
like it will be the case for a long 
time. If parts of the ACA or the en-
tirety of the ACA is struck down, 
more than 20 million Americans 
could possibly be uninsured. As 
college students, many of us may 
be directly affected as well. 

The ACA ensures dependent 
children can remain on their par-
ents’ health insurance plan until 
they are 26 years old. If this chang-
es, health insurance companies 
may be able to remove adult chil-
dren from parents’ health insur-
ance plans due to their age, regard-
less of whether or not this child is 
a student. If the ACA, or this part 
of it, is declared unconstitutional, 
many of us at the University of 
Connecticut may not have health 
insurance. 

Barrett’s confirmation may have 
devastating effects on the nation, 
and healthcare is something that 
may be drastically affected. The 
nation should be moving forward 
toward universal healthcare, not 
backward. Healthcare is a human 
right, and this needs to be recog-
nized. Universal healthcare is not a 
“radical” idea — it is what is right.

Amy Coney Barett is out for your healthcare
HEALTHCARE cont. from p. 4

There is evidence of dissent by 
Indians on social media, so why 
hasn’t it manifested as grass-roots 
movements and protests as it did in 
other countries? I believe that it is 
because of normalization through 
a combination of propaganda and 
fear. 

The Indian film industries, es-
pecially Bollywood, have massive 
influence in India, and there are 
many blockbuster films that glo-
rify police brutality. Notably, the 
Dabangg trilogy portrays ‘whole-
some’ Chulbul Pandey heroically 
attacking Indian citizens. In fact, 
Pandey blatantly states the real-
ity of police brutality in India with 
pride: “Do you know what hap-
pens if you beat up a police officer? 
21 years jail and more torture. And 
if the same police officer beats you 
up, then he gets a promotion along 
with a medal of honor.”  

Exaggerated action films are 
quite popular in the Bollywood 
industry, but given the reality of 

police brutality, action films about 
the police take on further signifi-
cance than what is superficially 
portrayed. These films often jus-
tify police brutality as a means to 
an end. State-sanctioned violence 
to prevent unlawful violence. The 
American narrative of a “good 
cop” refers to those who do not 
participate in racially-driven police 
brutality; the Indian narrative of a 
‘good cop’ refers to those who play 
judge and jury to supposedly en-
sure the nation’s safety.  

Given such a twisted defini-
tion of a “good cop,” police officers 
have free reign to use their power 
as they see fit. This creates an ex-
treme environment and power dif-
ference, which, for understanding, 
can be compared to the Stanford 
Prison Experiment, which inves-
tigated the psychological effects of 
perceived power. The experiment 
concluded that extreme behavior 
stems from extreme systems. Ac-
cordingly, the “majority of the vic-
tims of police torture belonged to 
the poor and marginalized sections 
of the society who are often the soft 

targets because of their socio-eco-
nomic status.” 

Police brutality is indeed a means 
to an end — the end of a peaceful, 
righteous India. COVID-19 has 
only given officers an excuse to tor-
ture people for minor infractions 
of curfew and mask regulations. 
Minority sections of the popula-
tion are lacking the social capital 
to speak against the police depart-
ment without being targeted, and 
those who are more privileged can-
not see the police’s wrongs. How 
does one revolt against a cultural 
perpetuation of human rights vio-
lations? 

Unfortunately, with time. The 
dissent on social media reflects the 
beginning of a social conscious-
ness. This cannot immediately re-
verse Bollywood’s contribution to 
an apathetic Indian consciousness, 
but it is a step in the right direction. 
Shaking off years of propaganda 
and normalized violence is no easy 
task, but I have faith in the younger, 
online generation. Their dissent 
against normalized police brutality 
is power.

INDIAN POLICE cont. from p. 4

Bollywood has glorified police brutality

Healthcare 
should be a 

human right; 
however, in the 
U.S., this is not 
the case, and it 
does not seem 

like it will be for 
a long time. 
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MLB: Some of the biggest unsung 
postseason heroes in recent memory

This postseason has been like 
no other. We have seen 16 teams in 
the playoffs for the first, and maybe 
last, time ever. We got to witness 
the first neutral site World Series 
in recent history as the contest 
between the Rays and Dodgers 
takes place at the brand-new Globe 
Life Field in Arlington, Texas. 
We nearly got to see another team 
come back down 3-0 and win the 
series in the Houston Astros. We 
have seen incredible postseason 
losing streaks extended (too soon 
Twins and Indians fans?) and even 
got to see lengthy postseason los-
ing streaks end (congratulations 
Braves and Athletics fans). 

But above all, there have been 
incredible postseason heroes this 
year. There was Michael Brosseau 
homering off Aroldis Chapman 
in pure vengeance, UConn alum 
George Springer performing im-
pressively and even Clayton Ker-
shaw dominating like the regular 
season. But there are a lot more that 
deserve their own little statement 
to describe their glory. Let us look 
back now on the top 10 (fine, maybe 
13) unsung October heroes of all-
time, some defined by one moment, 
others by one postseason.  

10. Francisco Cabrera (1992):  
Francisco Cabrera will be one 

of two people responsible for the 
collapse of the Pirates in the 1990s. 
The other is Barry Bonds when he 
left for San Francisco in the offsea-
son, but Cabrera was the one who 
started the chain reaction. In his 
twelfth at-bat of the entire season, 
Cabrera lined a walk-off single into 
right center field that not only sent 
the Atlanta Braves to their second 
straight World series, but also 
made Cabrera an instant hero. An 
undrafted rookie from the Domini-
can Republic, Cabrera’s 10 regular 
season at-bats led to two homeruns 
on three hits in12 games played the 
entire season. Cabrera stayed for 
a 70-game stint with the 104-win 
1993 squad but got released after 
the season. His big hit though still 
defines an incredible 1992 postsea-
son for the Braves. 

9. David Eckstein (2002 and 
2006):  

There is a YouTube channel 
called Foolish Baseball that de-
scribes Eckstein as having devil 
magic. Eckstein, a second-year 
shortstop for the Angels in 2002, 
hit .310 in the World Series against 
the Giants with a slugging percent-
age of .310 and an OBP of .364. Hav-
ing finished 11th in MVP voting in 
2002, this championship was a 
nice addition to his collection in 
his young career. But it gets better. 
Four years later, Eckstein was a 
vital part of the 2006 St. Louis Car-
dinals who won just 88 games in 
the regular season but won the Fall 
Classic behind Eckstein’s .364 av-
erage, .391 slugging and .500 OBP. 
As a result, Eckstein took home 
MVP honors in that year’s World 
Series and garnered four RBI in 
doing so. Eckstein is remembered 
as one of those few assets who re-
ally aided with two teams. 

8. Rajai Davis (2016):  
Davis had been in the league for 

quite a bit, but he did not have his 
signature moment until a beauti-
ful Game 7 against the Chicago 
Cubs. Having been drafted in 2001 
out of UConn Avery Point, Davis 
played for multiple teams such as 
the Pittsburgh Pirates and Toronto 
Blue Jays over 11 seasons. In 2016, 
he led the league with 43 stolen bas-
es, but it got better. Game 7 against 
the Cubs, Davis entered 0-3 on the 
night against the flamethrower 
Aroldis Chapman down 6-4. Davis 
instantly provided magic by hitting 
a baseball to left field which carried 
over the wall for the game-tying 
home run. Although this play did 
not seal the deal for the Cleveland 
Indians, who lost that game in 10 
innings, Davis will be remembered 
as a hero here because of his clutch 
homerun that kept the Indians’ 
championship hopes alive for an-
other inning. 

7. Cody Ross (2010): 
The 2010 postseason was de-

fined by two big firsts. The first was 
Roy Halladay throwing a no-hitter 
in his first career postseason start 
against the Reds. The other was 
this Cody Ross guy who is not re-
lated to Cubs manager David Ross. 
Having been picked up off waivers 
from the Marlins during the 2010 

by Cole Stefan
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

season, Cody Ross became the 
greatest postseason waiver acqui-
sition until Justin Verlander was 
waiver traded in 2017. In the post-
season, Cody Ross had a .286 bat-
ting average in the NLDS against 
the Braves, but he will be defined 
by the NLCS much more. Playing 
in the outfield, Ross dominated by 
hitting three home runs out of his 
seven hits in the NLCS against the 
defending two-time NL champion 
Philadelphia Phillies. Those home 
runs helped him become the NLCS 
MVP, and although his numbers 
flattened against the Texas Rang-
ers in the World Series, he still 
picked up a World Series ring in 
the only postseason of his career. 
Not bad for a journeyman. 

6. Edgar Renteria (1997): 
Renteria may not have Hall of 

Fame talent, but he does have one 
glorifying moment to his name. 
Renteria was just a second-year 
rookie making a name for himself 
on a young Marlins squad in 1997 
when he came up to the plate in 
Game 7 of the World Series. With 
two outs in the bottom of the 11th, 
Renteria hit a single up the middle 
with the bases loaded that Charles 
Nagy of the Cleveland Indians just 
missed. Craig Counsell would go 
on to score at home plate to give the 
Marlins their first World Series ti-
tle in their very first playoff appear-
ance. That walk off hit brought up 
his batting average to .290 with 
a slugging percentage of .353 and 
an on-base percentage of .355. The 
next best moment after that spec-
tacular finish for Renteria was 
winning the World Series MVP in 
2010 with the Giants. Nonetheless, 
the Colombian Native changed 
Florida baseball forever with just 
one single. 

5. Kirk Gibson (1988):  
Kirk Gibson was decent when he 

joined a competitive Dodgers team, 
but he has one historic instance that 
defied logic and presented mira-
cles. In his first season with the 
Dodgers, Gibson ended up win-
ning his only MVP of his career 
with a phenomenal .290 batting av-
erage and 25 home runs. The prime 
year of Gibson though has to be de-
fined by what happened in Game 1 
of the World Series. Hobbling up to 
the plate as a pinch hitter, Gibson 
had to go up against Hall of Fame 
closer Dennis Eckersley and pro-
ceeded to hit a walk-off home run 
that sent Dodger Stadium into a 
frenzy. His hobbling around the 
bases defied all odds after hitting 
.154 in the NLCS against the Mets. 
Although it was his only hit of the 
World Series, he made it legendary 
and eventually won his second ring 
when the Dodgers brought down 
the Athletics. 

4. Aaron Boone (2003):  
Yankees fans talk about how 

their current manager success-
fully postponed the end of the Red 
Sox’ drought for just one year. The 
brother of Bret Boone had been ac-
quired from the Reds at the trade 
deadline and tried to add to his All-
Star season in a big way. After a de-
cent ALDS where he got a hit once 
every five at-bats, Boone ended up 
proving his worth in the ALCS. 
Entering in the bottom of the 11th 
for his first plate appearance of 
the evening, Boone immediately 
took Tim Wakefield deep on the 
first pitch to send the Yankees to 
the World Series for the sixth time 
in an eight-year span. Although 
the Yankees lost the World Series, 
Boone provided his only Bronx 

miracle that will go down in histo-
ry as one of the greatest home runs 
of all time.  

3. Geoff Blum (2005): 
People forget sometimes the 

White Sox won the 2005 World 
Series, their first title in 88 years, 
but this man will not be forgotten. 
Upon being acquired from the San 
Diego Padres, he was just aver-
age. When the postseason came 
around, Blum got just one at bat 
during the ALDS and ALCS com-
bined but got one significant plate 
appearance in the World Series 
against Houston. Although not be-
ing a starter, Blum would hit a go-
ahead home run in the 14th inning 
that eventually became the game 
winner. From there, the White Sox 
won Game 4 and the World Series, 
but that one hit by Blum really 
helped bring all the momentum 
into the White Sox’s hands. Blum 
got a monument with the 2005 
White Sox outside of Guaranteed 
Rate Field and although he never 
played for the White Sox again, he 
will always be remembered for his 
lone World Series at-bat. 

2. David Freese (2011):  
Honestly, no one could have pos-

sibly heard about this guy before 
Game 6 of the 2011 World Series. 
A ninth-round pick out of South 
Alabama, Freese was subpar in 
the NLDS against the Phillies, but 
then erupted in the NLCS. Against 
the Brewers, Freese had a .545 bat-
ting average, 1.091 slugging, and 
.600 OBP and proceeded to make 
a name for himself as the NLCS 
MVP after a competitive seven-
game series. In Game 6 against the 
Texas Rangers, Freese stepped up 
having gone 0-3 on the day down 
to the Cardinals’ last possible out. 
On a full count pitch, Freese sent 
a pitch into right field that Nelson 
Cruz just missed to tie the game 
at seven. Freese was not done yet, 
in the bottom of the 11th inning, 
he came up clutch again and hit a 
walk-off home run into center field 
that extended the series to Game 7 
the next day. The Cardinals won 
Game 7 and Freese won World Se-
ries MVP. It does not get any better 
than that. 

Honorable Mentions Daniel 
Murphy (2015):  

Is it possible to say he had one of 
the best postseasons for a guy on 
a walk year? He was the average 
second baseman during the entire 
regular season but took over the 
show upon entering the playoffs. 
In the NLDS against the Dodgers, 
Murphy batted .333 with an OBP of 
.333 and a slugging percentage .810. 
In the NLCS against the Cubs, he 
got better, batting .529 with a .556 
OBP and 1.294 slugging. These in-
credible numbers gave Murphy 
the NLCS MVP as the Mets went 
back to the Fall Classic for the first 
time since 2000. During those two 
rounds and nine games, Murphy 
slapped together seven home runs 
against incredible pitchers from 
Zack Greinke to Cy Young winner 
Jake Arrieta. He may have tapered 
off in the World Series, but Mur-
phy added some monetary value 
to his name during the postseason. 

Kyle Schwarber (2016): 
In a regular season game against 

the Arizona Diamondbacks in 
April, Schwarber tore his ACL 
and was lost for the remainder of 
the year. That would have been 
the statement if the Cubs did not 
go deep in the postseason. When 
he did return in the World Series, 
Schwarber helped motivate a Cubs 

team that was down on their luck. 
Originally down three games to 
one, Schwarber was one of the 
stars who helped the Cubs win the 
World Series for the first time in 
108 years, batting .412 with a .500 
OBP and .471 slugging percentage. 
Although he did not win World Se-
ries MVP, he will be remembered 
as a hero because of his incredible 
comeback from injury to help a 
team win the World Series. 

Brett Phillips (2020):  
In one of the most insane plays in 

postseason history, a hero emerged 
from the shadows. Traded to the 
Tampa Bay Rays from the Royals 
this season, Phillips found a way to 
pull through for the Rays. Phillips, 
who was not even on the ALCS 
roster, was asked in Game 4 of the 
World Series to deliver in the big-
gest situation of his life. With two 
runners on and two out down 7-6, 
Phillips delivered. There were a lot 
things that went right for the Rays 
and a lot of things that went wrong 
for the Dodgers, but Phillips’ walk-
off double will go down in both 

history and infamy. In the biggest 
at-bat of his career, Phillips provid-
ed the biggest hit of his career that 
had the result shock everyone. The 
sixth-round draft pick’s first ever 
postseason hit ended up being the 
best first career postseason here 
ever. Like the play itself, unbeliev-
able. 

1. Randy Arozarena (2020):  
This man has had a postseason 

for the ages. The Cuban was traded 
from the St. Louis Cardinals in the 
offseason, but if the Rays offer you 
a trade be very careful with what 
you send over. Part of that might 
also be St. Louis’ bad luck with 
recent trades (see Luke Voit), but 
Arozarena literally came out of no-
where to erupt in the postseason. 
In the ALDS, Arozarena added 
three home runs while batting 
.421 with a .476 OBP and .895 slug-
ging in a great series with the Yan-
kees. He was taken more seriously 
against the Astros, when he hit 
four home runs to go with a .321 av-
erage, .367 OBP, and .786 slugging 
percentage. In addition, Arozarena 
took home the ALCS MVP as his 
home runs helped send the Rays to 
the World Series for the first time 
in 12 years. At the time of release, 
Arozarena, who has broken most 
rookie records in the postseason 
including bases (59) and hits (27) 
as well as the most home runs hit 
in a single postseason at nine. To 
put that number into perspective, 
that is more home runs hit than 
Barry Bonds (eight, 2002), Manny 
Ramirez (four in 1998, 2007 and 
2008), Carlos Beltran (eight, 2004), 
Corey Seager (eight, this postsea-
son) and Nelson Cruz (eight, 2011) 
slugged in a single postseason. 
This man is unstoppable and will 
be a tour de force next season on a 
young Rays team. 

So there is the top 10, plus a few 
honorable mentions that really de-
served a spot on the top 15. This list 
will differ for everyone and none-
theless, this year has been crazy, 
but the postseason has made it 
even crazier. Right now is a great 
time to be a baseball fan.

Tampa Bay Rays’ Randy Arozarena celebrates a home run during the first inning in Game 6 of the 
World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020, in Arlington, Texas.  PHOTO BY 
TONY GUTIERREZ/AP

In the comain event, Brandon 
Girtz makes his featherweight de-
but against the always game Henry 
Corrales. Girtz has never fought at 
145 but says his weight cut is going 
perfectly with only around eight 
pounds left to cut. Girtz prom-
ises the power and grit that he has 
shown throughout his Bellator ca-
reer will still be present when he 
steps into the cage at featherweight. 
He also referred to his new division 
as “little guys at 145,” but this state-
ment is a bit controversial, as his 
opponent this week has a one inch 
height and reach advantage over 
him and he would face a similar 
disadvantage against many feath-
erweights contenders; however, 
he will be giving up less in that de-
partment as he did when he fought 
at lightweight.  

Corrales comes into this fight 
looking to snap a two-fight losing 
streak. Both of those losses were 
against Bellator champs, though 
neither were the current champ at 
the time of their fights, and there’s 
one in particular that he is looking 
to get back. In his most recent fight, 
Corrales lost a decision to Juan 
Archuletta in a fight that had fans 
booing for more action. Corrales 
says he is upset that Archuletta cir-
cled away from him throughout the 

fight and believes that fight had no 
winner. His current matchup with 
Girtz should hold for some guaran-
teed action, as both fighters love to 
trade strikes with their opponents 
and look forward to their fight. 

In the main event, welterweight 
champ Douglas Lima moves up to 
middleweight to face former champ 
Gegard Mousasi for the vacant title. 
Lima made his promotional debut 
at Bellator 49, and now nine years 
later he fights at Bellator 250 for 
the chance to be a double champ. 
Lima has grown as a fighter as the 
promotion was growing as well, 
and now he is one of Bellator’s top 
names and is in his athletic prime. 
Moving up in weight, he is listed 
as a slight underdog, but winning 
here would not be the first time 
that the oddsmakers had underes-
timated him. 

Mousasi believes his opponent 
is one of his most dangerous oppo-
nents to date as Lima has recently 
looked in the best form of his ca-
reer. Being honest with the media, 
he admitted he was a little worried 
by the confidence of his opponent 
but was very excited by the match-
up as he is fighting the toughest 
possible opponent. Mousasi be-
lieves that he is currently stronger 
and more mentally prepared than 
ever, and he aims to have another 
two or three years of success before 
hanging up the gloves.

Bellator 250 preview
BELLATOR, cont. from p. 12

David Freese batting with the St. Louis Cardinals in spring train-
ing in 2013. Freese won both the NLCS and World Series MVPs in 
the Cardinals’ 2011 title run. PHOTO COURTESY OF HUZZAS ON FLICKR
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Throwback Photo of the Day | It’s Media Day!!!

UConn men’s basketball head coach Dan Hurley tries to pump up his players Christian Vital (1) and Isaiah Whaley (5) during a game against USF on Feb. 23, 2020. On 
Wednesday, Hurley and a couple of players will be available for Big East media day, which is occuring virtually this year. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

We all assumed that an LA 
conference final battle was all 
but guaranteed, but boy were 
we wrong. After going up 3-1 
on Denver, the Clippers found 
seemingly impossible and stu-
pid ways to blow double-digit 
leads late, culminating in a com-
plete fold job in Game 7, featur-
ing the now-iconic Paul George 
corner three off the side of the 
backboard. Almost as quickly 
as their finals hopes had started, 
the Clippers playoff run ended 
at the hands of the miracle Nug-
gets, and all they could do was 
watch as the Lakers cruised 
their way to the championship. 
Even with their success this 
season, we could be witnessing 
an all new Clippers squad next 
year following the firing of long-
time head coach Doc Rivers. The 
team has promoted Ty Lue in his 
place, who is known for working 
with the NBA’s biggest stars, but 
they have plenty more question 
marks as they look toward next 
year and beyond. Sixth Man of 
the Year Montrezl Harrell is up 
for a new contract this offsea-
son, and with his less than stel-
lar performance in the bubble, 
serious doubts have been raised 
about whether or not the Clip-
pers should bring him back. For-
mer Sixth Man of the Year Lou 
Williams is also in the chopping 
block following an awful bubble 
run, and his status in Los Ange-
les is to be determined. Finally, 
the Clippers need to convince 
both George and Leonard to stay 
in LA, otherwise one or both 
can walk at the end of the 2021 
season, and the Clippers will be 
left without stars or first round 
picks for many years to come.  

Los Angeles Lakers  
Play-in record: 3-5 
Playoff record: 16-5, NBA Cham-

pions 
First and foremost, congratu-

lations to the Lakers for winning 
the finals. People will try to ar-
gue and downplay the legitima-
cy of this year’s title, but make 
no mistake, the Lakers were the 
best team in the league this sea-
son. They deserved to win this 
title. As we saw contender after 
contender fall around them, the 
Lakers stood tall and finished 
the job. With that out of the 
way, let’s talk about their jour-
ney. Coming into the bubble, the 
Clippers and Lakers were essen-
tially a coin toss for who would 
come out of the West, but after 
some sloppy play in the play-in 
games, many people switched 
to the Clippers to represent the 
West in the Finals. It got so bad 
that some people were pick-
ing the Portland Trail Blazers 
to beat them in the first round, 
to which Lebron James swiftly 
swept them aside in five. In 
round two, Anthony Davis and 
LeBron trounced the Rockets 
in five with superior size and 
strength. In the Conference Fi-

A breakdown of the NBA bubble teams, part 2
NBA, cont. from p. 12

nals, the Lakers put an end to 
the Nuggets’ miracle run, de-
feating them in five before mov-
ing onto the NBA Finals. Here 
LeBron and Jimmy Butler of the 
Miami Heat traded legendary 
finals performances, but in the 
end the Lakers were too much 
for an injured Heat team, and the 
Lakers claimed victory in Game 
6. As scary as they were this 
year, the Lakers could get even 
better by the next time we see 
them. With plenty of cap space 
to sign a legitimate third guy, as 
well as crucial role players and 
bench guys, we could be seeing 
an even more dominant version 
of this team next year.  

Memphis Grizzlies 
Play-in record: 2-6 
Missed playoffs 
The first team on this list to 

miss the playoffs, Ja Morant and 
the Grizzlies have plenty to look 
forward to in their future. For 
starters, their No. 2 overall pick 
proved he could be the man in 
his first year, putting on shows 
of athletic ability and flashy 
dunks for the whole league to 
enjoy. As Morant develops in the 
next few years, his jumpshot will 
improve and his already superb 
playmaking will get even better. 
We should not write this team 
off as bad by the way. They lost 
in the play-in game to the then-
red hot Portland Trail Blazers, 
and even then they played them 
well and forced heroics from 
Dame and CJ in order for Port-
land to win the game. Memphis 
is a great young team with plen-
ty of growing players, a certified 
star in Ja and a young head coach 
committed to winning. Expect to 
see Memphis competing in the 
West for a long time.  

Miami Heat 
Play-in record: 3-5 
Playoff record: 14-7, Lost in NBA 

Finals 
If anyone saw this Miami Heat 

roster coming into the bubble 
and thought, “Yeah this’ll be the 
runner up for the championship 
this year,” then you either have 
a crystal ball, or an unhealthy 
obsession with the Heat. And 
yet here we are, three months 
later and talking about how the 
Heat have become a real title con-
tender in the East. Let me point 
out their road to the finals was 
not easy by any means either. 
As a five seed coming into the 
playoffs, the Heat swept the In-
diana Pacers in round one, then 
moved on to meet the league’s 
best regular season team in 
round two. Amazingly, the Heat 
took down the Milwaukee Bucks 
in five games in largely convinc-
ing fashion to move on to face the 
Boston Celtics in round three. 
Here the Heat faced their tough-
est series yet, as they scrapped 
and grinded through a competi-
tive six game, led by the All-NBA 
work of Butler, all-star Bam 
Adebayo, Goran Dragic and 
breakout stars Tyler Herro and 
Duncan Robinson. In the finals, 
the Heat were hit hard by the 
injury bug, losing both Adebayo 
and Dragic in game one, both of 
whom would not perform the 
same upon their returns to the 
series. With his help out, Butler 
took it upon himself to carry the 
Heat, including playing 47:11 of 
a possible 48:00 in Game 5, and 
became the third player in NBA 
history to have a 40-point triple 
double in the finals. While his 
effort was not enough to beat 
LeBron and Anthony Davis, his 
performance will go down in Fi-

nals history as one of the best of 
all time. Expect to see this Heat 
team back in a similar spot next 
year, as another year of Bam, 
Herro and Robinson developing 
alongside Butler will make them 
a top dog in the East for years to 
come.  

Milwaukee Bucks  
Play-in record: 3-5 
Playoff record: 5-5, Lost in East-

ern Conference Semifinals  

Another year, another quick 
exit from the Bucks following 
an incredibly promising season. 
The Bucks ended the regular 
season with the best record in 
basketball and easily handled 
the Orlando Magic in the first 
round in five games. However, 
they ran into trouble in round 
two, as the Miami Heat took out 
the Bucks in five games, with the 
only game being won without 
Giannis down the stretch thanks 
to an ankle injury. The Bucks are 
quickly running out of time to 
prove to the Greek Freak this is 
the place where he can win, and 
their performance in the bubble 
did not help the team’s case. The 
team has two main problems 
holding them back, one of which 
is the lack of a true perimeter ball 
handler and creator. It is obvious 
at this point that Khris Middle-
ton is not the man to fill this role. 
Despite his stellar shooting, he is 
not enough of a threat to pull de-
fenders away from Giannis, and 
has not proved he can be relied on 
in the playoffs to carry the second 
man duties. Another huge issue 
this team faces in terms of keep-
ing Antetekoumpo around is the 
lack of young talent that can be 
expected to grow alongside him. 
This team has been trading to get 

older as of late, with Eric Bledsoe 
and Kyle Korver being in their 
30s, leaving Donte DiVincenzo 
as the only young guy the Bucks 
have hung their hats on to grow 
into the role for them. This may 
change this year as the 2020 
draft looks to have quality role 
players and possible starters 
later in the lottery and middle of 
the draft. Needless to say, despite 
their success, the Bucks still have 
much more convincing to do if 
they plan to keep Giannis in Mil-
waukee.  

New Orleans Pelicans 
Play-in record: 2-6 
Missed Playoffs  
The first year of Zion William-

son was interesting to say the 
least. He missed two thirds of 
the season, came back in electric 
fashion in the last few weeks and 
put on a show, even convincing 
people he should be the Rookie 
of the Year over Morant (which is 
crazy by the way and is reeking of 
Lebron media driven storylines 
all over again), and then seem-
ingly vanished in the bubble with 
the rest of his teammates exclud-
ing Brandon Ingram. The truth 
of the matter is this, the Pelicans 
are not in any position this year 
to be in a playoff race. They are 
at best an eight seed, and more 
than likely another lottery team 
next year, as injured teams and 
much better built teams will win 
over them. Finally, Zion needs to 
get in much better shape if he is 
going to have any longevity in the 
league. Sure he is a massive hu-
man, built with raw strength and 
athletic ability, but the way he 
plays and the strain he puts on 
his body will come back to bite 
him if he does not get into better 
shape, no matter how good he is.

Members of the Milwaukee Bucks — from left to right Pat Connaughton, Khris Middleton, Giannis Antetokounmpo and Kyle Korver 
— on the court for a game against the Toronto Raptors in NBA’s Eastern Conference Semifinals. The Bucks lost to the Raptors in five 
games. PHOTO COURTESY OF @BUCKS ON TWITTER
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On Sunday, Suning Gaming 
will face off against DAMWON 
Gaming in what might be one of 
the more interesting Worlds finals 
in history. It will be the first finals 
that does not include a European 
team in three years, and it’s Korea’s 
chance to take back the crown that 
China has been stubbornly hold-
ing onto for two years. 

But then there’s Suning, trying 
to be the third Chinese team in a 
row to take on every single oppo-
nent at Worlds and beat them all 
to claim the Summoner’s Cup. But 
Suning isn’t just playing for China; 
it has three regions on its shoul-
ders hungering for a win that is a 
long time coming, and perhaps no 
one understands that more than 
SofM.  

The jungler for Suning Gaming, 
SofM is the only Vietnamese rep-
resentative at the World Champi-
onship. There should’ve been two 
Vietnamese teams but COVID-19 
restrictions in Vietnam made 
that impossible, according to Riot 
Games last month. Instead of hav-
ing two full teams, fans from Viet-
nam had just one player to support 
this Worlds: SofM. 

To be fair, supporting him has 
probably been a relatively positive 
experience, given in four days he 
and his teammates will be playing 
in the Worlds finals following not 
one but two improbable upsets in 
the Quarterfinals and Semifinals. 
He and his team carry three re-
gions — China, Vietnam and Tai-
wan into the Grand Finals. 

There was one story dominat-
ing people’s thoughts coming into 
the Suning vs TOP Esports game, 
and it was Karsa vs SwordArt. 
They played together for three 
years on Flash Wolves, the best 
team in the LMS, before splitting 
off into major regions. Karsa and 
SwordArt both found new homes 
in the LPL, on TOP Esports and 
Suning Gaming, and fans were ea-
ger to see these two players face off 
on the Worlds stage.  

When they did, SwordArt was 
definitely the better player. Karsa 
wasn’t too bad on Sunday, but 
SwordArt looked very good as 

Karsa’s team seemed to lack the 
magic that had led them to the 
semifinals. It was disappointing to 
see because TOP could have been 
the better team, made the finals 
and had a chance. TOP is a very 
solid team but on Sunday, they 
did not look good enough to touch 
Suning.  

Now, with his past behind him, 
SwordArt is going to step into his 
first Finals stage as the underdog 
once again. That won’t be new; 
when you come from a minor 
region it’s hard not to be the un-
derdog. As much as Suning was 
the underdog to TOP, it was still a 
TOP Esports who had almost lost 
to Fnatic, almost not even made 
the semifinals and almost been the 
biggest embarrassment in recent 
Worlds history.  

Damwon is going to be a much 
larger challenge. They’ve always 
been one of the favorites, probably 
the favorite for most fans, and they 
absolutely made G2, who is a very 
competent team, look like an iron v 
challengers game. Suning needs to 
play to the level of their opponent 
one more time; but more than that, 
they have to play their game. 

Suning played Jax and Jarvan 
and jungle Shen en route to their 
wins. They played Leona and 
Ezreal and Jhin, and while they 
haven’t really played anything 
super out of the box — though Jar-
van was a surprise — they’ve been 
willing to push the meta and pick 
things they are confident on, espe-
cially for top laner Bin who got two 
games on Jax in the semifinals. 
Pulling a trick out of the bag might 
be their best bet to beat DAM-
WON gaming, but at the same 
time playing what they know as 
well as they can is safer.  

DAMWON doesn’t have to play 
their best game to win. That is per-
haps the most terrifying part of the 
series; DAMWON are probably 
good enough to play a good game 
and win. Suning needs to be bet-
ter than good; they have to be ex-
ceptional to beat the powerhouse 
that is DAMWON. That’s the task 
they’ll have on Saturday, with 
three regions on their shoulders, 
with the shadows of the teams 
they’ve beaten on their backs. The 
worst they can do is second, so 
they might as well try and be first. 

by Ashton Stansel
STAFF WRITER
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Three regions. 
One team. One 
more miracle.  

Point/Counterpoint: Did the Dolphins 
make a mistake benching Fitzpatrick? 

The Miami Dolphins made 
headlines last week when they 
surprisingly announced they will 
be replacing starting quarterback 
Ryan Fitzpatrick with rookie 
Tua Tagovailoa, who will make 
his NFL debut this weekend. It’s 
a surprising move because Fitz-
patrick has been playing quite 
well and the Dolphins at 3-3 are 
in a position to make the playoffs 
this season. This week, we debate 
whether or not the Dolphins are 
making a mistake in replacing 
the solid journeyman with the 
unproven rookie. 

Danny Barletta: 
I’m going to say it is a mistake 

because Fitzpatrick has been 
playing some of the best football 

of his career 
in Miami 

d a t i n g 
b a c k 
to the 
e n d 

of last 
s e a -
son. He is 
not an elite 
q u a r t e r -
back, but 
he’s playing 
well enough 
to win you 
some games 
and that’s what the 
Dolphins need. The AFC East is 
up for grabs with the New Eng-
land Patriots’ fall from glory, and 
with the expansion of the playoffs 
this year, a 9-7 record will almost 
certainly be enough to play Janu-
ary football. I think Fitzpatrick 
has shown that he can lead the 
Dolphins to at least nine wins 
this year. He’s completing 
over 70% of his passes for the 
first time in his career, and 
his 95.0 passer rating is one of 
the highest of his career. So I 
feel like Miami should just ride 
the hot hand and see where 

by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

and Sebastian Garay-
Ortega
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

Fitzpatrick can take them. He’s 
only had one really bad game 
this season against the Patriots 
in Week 1. Since then, Fitzpatrick 
has accounted for 12 touchdowns 
(10 passing, two rushing) and 
has thrown just four intercep-
tions while leading the Dolphins 
to three wins in that time. Fitz-
patrick may not be amazing, but 
you know what you’re getting out 
of him, compared to Tagovailoa, 
who is a complete wild card. 

Sebastian Garay-Ortega: 
The public has had a sudden 

change of heart as it relates to 
Fitzpatrick, no longer viewing 
him as a decent, gritty, hard-
working second option, but now 
as a perennial talent who’s going 
to return the Miami Dolphins to 
glory. Before I even address this 
delusional take, we need to first 
begin with the notion that head 
coach Brian Flores is looking to 
win this year. That is simply false. 
No matter how open the division 
is, the 2020 season serves one 

p u r p o s e 
and one 

p u r -
pose 

only: The development of their 
franchise quarterback, Tago-
vailoa. This was the plan since 
they drafted him in April of 2020, 
and yes, the team has unexpect-
edly become one of the favorites 
to win the AFC East. However, 
this cannot change the purpose of 
the season, as winning with the 
future is much better than win-
ning with a player who will most 
likely be gone in the next couple 
of years. Now, let’s return to the 
weird idolization of a man who 
has never made the postseason. 
A player who — in his 16-season 
career — has only surpassed a 
completion percentage of 69 once, 
and that is this season (it’s worth 
noting he’s only done it through 
six games, and not 16). Finally, 
Tagovailoa’s Passing Efficiency 
Rating of 199.4 is the second most 
in college football history behind 
Joe Burrow; “FitzMagic” has 
never come close to this number, 
with his highest in a 16-game sea-
son being 88.  

DB: 
I don’t have a problem with 

the move itself as much as I have 
a problem with the timing of it. 
If you wanted to commit to the 
future and forget about trying to 
win this year, you should have 
started Tagovailoa over Fitzpat-
rick to start the season or after 
Fitzpatrick’s three-pick blun-
der in Week 1. That didn’t hap-
pen. They gave Fitzpatrick a 

chance to redeem himself, 
which he has 

done and 
now has the 
D o l p h i n s 
in position 
to make 

the playoffs, 
something they’ve done just once 
in the last 11 seasons. So while 
you’re saying they shouldn’t be 
playing to win, I don’t think the 
Dolphins can afford to be picky 
with when they choose to play to 
win. There is a window of oppor-
tunity to have some success this 
year, and Fitzpatrick is the guy 
right now. If he starts to stink 

again, then replace him with 
Tagovailoa, but why not 
stick with what’s working 

right now? Waiting to play 
Tagovailoa isn’t sacri-
ficing your future. 
In fact, even if this 
Fitzmagic contin-
ues this year and 
Tagovailoa waits a 
year to play, we’ve 
seen how much 
g o o d 

that can do (think Aaron Rodgers 
or Patrick Mahomes). Tagovailoa 
is the future. Everybody knows 
that, including Fitzpatrick. But 
Fitzpatrick is playing well right 
now, so why not keep him in un-
til he does otherwise? Especially 
when you’re not gaining anything 
by putting in Tagovailoa prema-
turely. The move makes sense at 
some point, but not right now. 

SGO: 
Addressing your first point, I 

still stick by the notion that this 
great run of form fell into the arms 
of the organization. This isn’t to 
say head coach Brian Flores and 
his coaching staff haven’t done 
enough to change the culture in 
the Dolphins dressing room, but 
it’s more an indictment on miss-
ing pieces throughout the squad, 
and especially at the quarter-
back position. Fitzpatrick was 
so “good” last year that Miami 
finished last in the AFC East at 
5-11. As a result, I think they — 

like all other teams in the NFL 
— went into the season want-

ing to win, but it was not 
their first priority. They 
knew “Fitzmagic” could 
be a massive liability 
so they were willing to 
take the risk and play 
Tagovailoa week sev-

en, no matter the 
outcome of 

the first 
six games. 
This no-
tion can 
be sup-
ported by 

the fact that 
Flores began 
his career in 
Foxborough 

as a scouting 
assistant in 2004, and was work-
ing towards becoming a general 
manager before ever thinking 
about coaching a squad, which 
strongly insinuates that the deci-
sions he makes are done weeks 
or even months in advance. He 
knew when Tagovailoa was going 
to debut, and nothing was going 
to change that. Now, moving on 
to your second point, the redshirt 
strategy is definitely effective for 
some. The problem is, those two 
quarterbacks are some of the best 
of all time. Although these respec-
tive organizations might have had 
great management and a solid 
strategy, they ultimately got lucky, 
as attaining this type of talent is 
few-and-far between. The chanc-
es of Tagovailoa being one of the 
greatest football players in history 
is unlikely, even with the promise 
he shows. This is why I believe it’s 
not worth waiting; the Dolphins 
must put him in now and build for 
the future. 

I’m going to say it is a mistake 
because Fitzpatrick has been 
playing some of the best football 

of his career 
in Miami 

d a t i n g 
b a c k 
to the 
e n d 

of last 
s e a -
son. He is 
not an elite 
q u a r t e r -
back, but 
he’s playing 
well enough 
to win you 
some games 
and that’s what the 
Dolphins need. The AFC East is 
up for grabs with the New Eng-
land Patriots’ fall from glory, and 
with the expansion of the playoffs 
this year, a 9-7 record will almost 
certainly be enough to play Janu-
ary football. I think Fitzpatrick 
has shown that he can lead the 
Dolphins to at least nine wins 
this year. He’s completing 
over 70% of his passes for the 
first time in his career, and 
his 95.0 passer rating is one of 
the highest of his career. So I 
feel like Miami should just ride 
the hot hand and see where 

win this year. That is simply false. 
No matter how open the division 
is, the 2020 season serves one 

p u r p o s e 
and one 

p u r -
pose 

never come close to this number, 
with his highest in a 16-game sea-
son being 88.  

DB: 
I don’t have a problem with 

the move itself as much as I have 
a problem with the timing of it. 
If you wanted to commit to the 
future and forget about trying to 
win this year, you should have 
started Tagovailoa over Fitzpat-
rick to start the season or after 
Fitzpatrick’s three-pick blun-
der in Week 1. That didn’t hap-
pen. They gave Fitzpatrick a 

chance to redeem himself, 
which he has 

done and 
now has the 
D o l p h i n s 
in position 
to make 

the playoffs, 
something they’ve done just once 
in the last 11 seasons. So while 
you’re saying they shouldn’t be 
playing to win, I don’t think the 
Dolphins can afford to be picky 
with when they choose to play to 
win. There is a window of oppor-
tunity to have some success this 
year, and Fitzpatrick is the guy 
right now. If he starts to stink 

again, then replace him with 
Tagovailoa, but why not 
stick with what’s working 

franchise quarterback, Tago-
vailoa. This was the plan since 
they drafted him in April of 2020, 
and yes, the team has unexpect-
edly become one of the favorites 
to win the AFC East. However, 
this cannot change the purpose of 
the season, as winning with the 
future is much better than win-
ning with a player who will most 
likely be gone in the next couple 
of years. Now, let’s return to the 
weird idolization of a man who 
has never made the postseason. 
A player who — in his 16-season 
career — has only surpassed a 
completion percentage of 69 once, 
and that is this season (it’s worth 
noting he’s only done it through 

Tagovailoa isn’t sacri-Tagovailoa isn’t sacri-
ficing your future. ficing your future. 
In fact, even if this 
Fitzmagic contin-
ues this year and 
Tagovailoa waits a 
year to play, we’ve 
seen how much 
g o o d 

— went into the season want-
ing to win, but it was not 

their first priority. They 
knew “Fitzmagic” could 
be a massive liability 
so they were willing to 
take the risk and play 
Tagovailoa week sev-

en, no matter the 
outcome of 

the first 
six games. six games. 
This no-This no-
tion can tion can 
be sup-
ported by 

the fact that 
Flores began 
his career in 

Riser: Justin Herbert 

After five weeks, Justin Her-
bert finally got his first NFL 
win, but if you look at his stats, 
it’s by no fault of his own. He’s 
currently the No. 7 quarter-
back in terms of passer rating, 
right behind Deshaun Watson 
and right above Drew Brees. 
He’s also No. 4 in the league in 
yards per game and has thrown 
12 touchdowns with only three 
picks. To put it simply — he’s the 
clear Rookie of the Year front-
runner. 

Herbert was on the top of his 
game Sunday, throwing for 347 
yards and three touchdowns in 
the Chargers 39-29 win over the 
Jaguars. He also led the team in 
rushing, carrying the ball nine 
times for a total of 66 yards and 
another score. The Chargers 
may be 2-4, but they’re still one 
of the most dangerous teams 
in the NFL. They haven’t lost a 
single game this season by more 
than one score — exactly their 
style. With Herbert at the helm, 
there’s no team they can’t beat. 

Faller: Daniel Jones

Get it? Falling, like he did on 
Thursday in the midst of what 
would have been an 88-yard touch-
down run? Bad joke, but still, this 
was a really, really bad week for 
Daniel Jones. The sad part? He 
actually played pretty well. He fin-
ished the game with 187 yards on 
20-of-30 passing with two touch-
downs, one pick and one game-
sealing fumble. However, his stat 
line should have been much bet-
ter. His one interception was com-
pletely the fault of Evan Engram, 
the pass went directly off his hands 
and popped right up to a defender, 
Jones couldn’t have thrown a bet-
ter pass. Then, with two minutes 
left in the game, Jones dropped 
one right in the breadbasket for 
Engram to ice the game, one that 
promptly went off his hands and 
forced a punt instead. After the 
Eagles drove down the field and 
took the lead, Jones had about 40 
seconds to try to do the same. On 
the third play, he was strip-sacked, 
game over. Yes, he held onto the 
ball too long, but realistically, if 
Engram had caught the ball earlier 
in the game he wouldn’t even have 
been in that situation. 

That could have been a great 
win for Jones. Instead, the only 
thing we remember is him get-
ting tackled by air on a breakaway 
run. Most people are ready to give 
up on him, and I can’t say I blame 
them. Yes, the two turnovers this 
past game were easily avoidable 
and not completely his fault, but 
they’re emblematic of a bigger is-
sue over his career. Through 19 
starts,  Jones has thrown 19 in-
terceptions and lost 15 fumbles. 
That’s nearly two turnovers per 
game, and if you factor in the balls 
he’s fumbled that the Giants have 
recovered, that number easily 
goes over two. No one in the league 
coughed up the ball as much as 
Jones last season, and he hasn’t 
really seemed to make any signifi-
cant improvements. Overall, he 
just doesn’t look good under cen-
ter. He’s not horrible, but he just 
isn’t talented enough to make up 
for his serious turnover issues. He 
just doesn’t have that “it” factor. 
Some of the blame can probably 
be pinned on the organization and 
their failure to adequately protect 
him, but when the Giants have a 
top pick in this upcoming draft, I 
don’t think anyone can fault them 
if they go quarterback.

Week 7 NFL risers and fallers
NFL, cont. from p. 12

New York Giants’ Daniel Jones runs with the ball during the second half of an NFL game against the 
Philadelphia Eagles, Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020, in Philadelphia.   PHOTO BY CHRIS SZAGOLA/AP

Photos courtesy of AP  
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1. Villanova
2. Creighton
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4. Seton Hall
5. Providence
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7. Marquette
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10. DePaul
11. Georgetown
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NFL risers and fallers Week 7 
STEELERS REMAIN UNDEFEATED WHILE DANIEL JONES ‘STUMBLES’ IN LOSS

What a wild week in the 
NFL. The Falcons blew yet an-
other game. The Cowboys were 
an embarrassment once again. 
The Cardinals shocked the Se-
ahawks. Daniel Jones got tack-
led by a gust of wind. We’ll get 
to that last one soon, but here 
are three other top headlines 
from this week of football. 

Riser: Pittsburgh Steelers

I can’t believe the Steelers 
are 6-0. Going into this season 
I thought they could very well 
finish in third place in the di-
vision. I didn’t even consider 
them fighting for the top spot, 
much less looking like the best 
team out of the bunch. The Ra-
vens are in this division! Case 
closed, right? Apparently not. 
The Steelers are great. Their 
defense is phenomenal, giv-
ing up the fewest yards and 
sixth-fewest points per game 
so far this season. They held 
the Titans, who had scored 30-
plus points each of the last four 
weeks, to just 22 on Sunday. 
They even bottled up Derrick 
Henry, at least as much as he 
can be, holding him to 75 yards 
on 20 carries and one score. 

Everyone knew the defense 
would be good though, the real 
surprise this season is the of-
fense. With Big Ben coming off 
a season where he missed all 
but two games, many, including 
myself, thought the 38-year-old 
quarterback was all but done. 
Boy were we wrong. Despite 
only being No. 21 in yards per 

by Jorge Eckardt
STAFF WRITER
jorge.eckardt@uconn.edu

game, the Roethlisberger-led 
offense is No. 6 in points per 
game. They’re punching it into 
the endzone when they’ve got 
the chance. Even though Ro-
ethlisberger didn’t have his 
best game on Sunday, he still is 
having his best season in terms 
of passer rating since 2014. If he 
stays on this pace, it will be the 
fourth-highest passer rating of 
his career. The Steelers are le-
git, and this team has cemented 

themselves as serious contend-
ers. 

Faller: Buffalo Bills 

Yes, the Buffalo Bills won. 
Yes, they only gave up 10 points. 
Yes, they’re 5-2. But this was 
a bad week for Buffalo. They 
played the Jets, the same team 
that went into the game 0-6 and 
was coming off a 24-0 loss to 
the Miami Dolphins. The same 

team that has lost by more than 
one score every single game this 
season. On Sunday, the Bills 
broke that last streak, only win-
ning 18-10. They didn’t even 
score a touchdown, kicker Tyler 
Bass hit six field goals. 

The Bills should have blown 
out this team. They should have 
ended the game by halftime. 
It shouldn’t have even been a 
contest. Instead, the offense 
stagnated and let the Jets hang 

around until the very end. Sure, 
the defense made sure the Jets 
didn’t capitalize on any of their 
opportunities, but that’s more of 
an indictment on the Jets than 
it is a result of the Bills defense. 
The Jets are pathetic, and the 
Bills played down to their lev-
el. If they want to be anything 
more than a first-round exit, 
they need to do better. 

See NFL, p. 11

Pittsburgh Steelers’ Chase Claypool (11), James Washington (13) and Kevin Dotson (69) leave the field after an NFL game against the 
Tennessee Titans Sunday, Oct. 25, 2020, in Nashville, Tennessee. The Steelers won 27-24.    PHOTO BY MARK ZALESKI/AP

NBA Bubble Recap Part 2: 
Breaking down each team’s 
bubble performance and future 

Marcus Morris helps his teammate Paul George off the floor in a NBA Western Conference Semifi-
nals game vetween the Los Angeles Clippers and the Denver Nuggets. The Nuggets would go on to 
win the series 4-3. PHOTO COURTESY OF @LACLIPPERS ON TWITTER

The 2020 NBA season has 
finally wrapped up, and the 
bubble champion Los Angeles 
Lakers have emerged victori-
ous. In a truly bizarre year that 
saw the season stretch 355 days 
from start to finish, basketball 
fans were treated to some of the 
best basketball you could ask 
for. With so much basketball 
over the past three months, it 

by Dylan Haviland
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.haviland@uconn.edu

can be hard to remember all of 
the great moments and break-
out stars, but it is crucial to keep 
these in mind as we move into 
the 2021 season and the futures 
of each bubble team. Here’s 
part two of my four-part series 
breaking down each team from 
the Orlando bubble. 

 Los Angeles Clippers 
Play-in record: 5-3 
Playoff record: 7-6, lost in West-

ern Conference Semifinals 
As the second best team in 

the West, the Clippers were 
contenders from the moment 
they signed Kawhi Leonard and 
traded for Paul George. In the 
play-in games, they looked even 
better than the Lakers above 
them, seemingly putting to rest 
any doubts about their lineup’s 
ability to gel and play together. 
They beat a bruised and bat-
tered Mavericks team in six in 
round one, and moved on to take 
on the Denver Nuggets. 

See NBA, p. 10

Bellator 250: Mousasi 
vs. Lima headlines 
action-packed week 

After a one-week break Bel-
lator is back with another title 
fight, but at a friendlier time 
slot for East Coast viewers. The 
three-fight main card starts at 8 
p.m. EST this Thursday on CBS 
Sports Network. 

Before the main card kicks 
off, Connecticut’s Nick New-
ell fights Zach Zane in a light-
weight bout, with Newell be-
ing one of the more successful 
MMA fighters out of Connecti-
cut. His wrestling and jiu jitsu 
are outstanding and once he 
finds an opening for a submis-
sion he is a dangerous finisher. 
He has made a name for him-
self in the MMA world, and has 
done so with a congenital am-
putation on his left arm, which 
ends just below his elbow. On 
media day he spoke about how 
much it means to be able inspire 
others with the condition to be 
all that they can be. Zane, his 
opponent, is also known for his 
grappling skills and has 10 wins 
by submission, to Newell’s 11, 
which will make for a very en-
tertaining fight. Newell believes 

by Mark Capel
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
mark.capel@uconn.edu

Zane’s style is the more aggres-
sive of the two, and he thinks 
that Zane continually coming 
forward will give him many op-
portunities as he remains com-
posed and calculated. 

To open off the main card, 
Veta Arteaga meets Desiree 
Yanez in the women’s flyweight 
division. Yanez makes her Bel-
lator debut after several can-
celled bouts with her previous 
promoter, Combate Americas, 
during the pandemic. In her last 
fight she lost a split decision in 
a title fight with Combate, and 
she now finds herself making 
her Bellator debut against a 
former title challenger. Across 
the cage, Arteaga has lost two 
straight, the first of which was 
against champ Ilima-Lei Mac-
farlane. Arteaga believes that 
over this extended time away 
from the cage, she has been able 
to improve her game and work 
on delivering controlled ag-
gression. These two women are 
top flyweights and both could 
potentially be featured in the 
women’s flyweight tournament 
that Bellator has been teasing. 

See BELLATOR, p. 9
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