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Spring Valley Student Farms
adjusts to COVID-19 regulations
by Thomas Alvarez
STAFF WRITER
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

Julia Cartabiano, farm manager at Spring Valley Student
Farm, spoke about the various
changes the farm has had to
make and the value of the work
they do.
Cartabiano said their work
is a good way to introduce students to local food systems, as
they work on getting food to
the department of dining services. The program is typically
open to students of all majors.
“Under normal circumstances, we have 11 students
who live at the farm, open to
all majors, and they can learn
about community living and
hopefully, about regenerative
food production and local food
systems, because the food we
grow at the farm goes to the department of dining services,”
Cartabiano said.
Because of COVID-19 regulations, Cartabiano said they
have faced several challenges.
She cited issues of isolation
and a reduced number of student volunteers in particular.
“It’s been very challenging.
We do enjoy having visitors
at the farm, and it’s been a bit
isolating not having visitors,”
Cartabiano said. “The students who live at the farm, we
only have five instead of 11, so
that’s cut our help in half just
from that aspect of it.”

Spring Valley Student Farm sits roughly 5 miles away from the Storrs campus. Recently, they
put out various changes in response to CVOID-19.
PHOTO BY JOSHUA STANAVAGE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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often treated unfairly for how
difficult their work is.
“For
students,
they
shouldn’t take their food for
granted, and they should try
to discover where it’s grown,
how it’s grown, who it’s harvested by,” Cartabiano said.
“The people that are picking
their food are often not well
treated or well paid, and yet,
they’re doing a very important job. We wouldn’t be able
to eat without them unless we
can have more local food systems.”

Feel Good Friday: Virtual Pet

While they are not currently
taking volunteer applications,
Cartabiano touched on ways
students can still get involved.
In particular, she cited several
clubs on-campus that are related to Spring Valley Student
Farms.
“We do have a Spring Valley
Student Farm club, which is a
USG club, but we also have an
eco garden club and a beekeeping club,” Cartabiano said.
“If students are interested in
learning more about food production, they could join one of
those clubs because they are
still having meetings.”
Cartabiano stressed that
their program cannot function
alone. She drew special attention to work done by Dining
Services and Residential Life
for their work and assistance.
“I want to reiterate the importance of Dining Services
in this program. They are our
major supporter… because it’s
considered on-campus housing, Residential Life helps us
with the housing. The students
are also considered part of
EcoHouse learning community,” Cartabiano said.

“For students, they
shouldn’t take their
food for granted”
JULIA CARTABINO

TEDxUConn 2020:
A live-stream success

Therapy shows old and new friends

by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut’s Student Health and
Wellness released a virtual
pet therapy video, as seen on
the UConn Student Health Instagram page on Friday, Oct.
16.
In the video, Student
Health and Wellness partnered with Tails of Joy, a nonprofit pet therapy organization, to make a video montage
of pets, Colleen Atkinson,
health educator from UConn
Student Health and Wellness,
said. The pets featured in the
video are a mixture of “regulars” from the in-person pet
therapy program, additional
Tails of Joys pets and Student
Health and Wellness staff
members’ personal pets.
“Students can click on the
video, get a good laugh and
a smile on their face to get
through this difficult time
and see some familiar faces,”
Atkinson said.
Some of the new animals
included AJ the turtle, Annie
the anole lizard, Lexi the German Shepherd and Sadie the
Golden Retriever. Atkinson
said that during the in-person
pet therapy, only dogs are allowed. In the virtual format,

For more...

Student Health and Wellness had the opportunity to
“branch out” and show different types of pets, she said.
Atkinson said that the pet
therapy program has been
at UConn for over a decade.
However, due to state regulations and the nature of working with two volunteer organizations, Student Health and
Wellness is unable to have inperson therapy sessions this
semester.
“We know students love the
dogs and we don’t want students to think we got rid of
the program,” Atkinson said.
She said being in the presence and interacting with
pets is scientifically proven to
reduce stress and blood pressure. Although there has been
little to no research on the effects of virtual pet therapy,
the video allows students to
have the ability to be cheered
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up by the pets whenever they
want, Atkinson said.
“The video is great because
you can click on it whenever
you want,” Atkinson said.
Atkinson
said
Student
Health and Wellness employees enjoyed the video and
hope that the UConn community is liking it as well.
“COVID-19 has changed
everything for students and
staff,” Atkinson said. “If it’s
getting positive feedback
from our staff, saying the video is putting a smile on their
face, it’s probably doing that
for our students.”

“The video is great
because you can
click on it whenever
you want.”
COLLEEN ATKINSON
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On Sunday, Oct. 6, TEDxUConn hosts a TED event at Oak
Hall where the focus was on “Crushing the Comfort
Zone.” This year, the whole event was conducted on
Zoom.
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

TED Conferences is a nonprofit organization that originally began as a four-day conference in
California over 30 years ago and
has grown into a worldwide initiative that invites leading thinkers to speak for 18 minutes or less
on a wide variety of topics.
Commonly known as TED
Talks, these events have grown
in popularity over the past decade and serve as a platform for
speakers to provide viewers with
diverse points of view and information on relevant topics to seek
a deeper understanding of the
world around them.
TED speakers are experts in
their respective fields and are
notoriously passionate individuals who acknowledge the power
of ideas and want to share their
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Beyond the genius of the sea

TEDxUConn event hosted
virtually this year

Athelete Spotlight: Genevieve
Florig

own perspective on certain topics in hopes of impacting the
lives of their listeners. There
have been many notable speakers in the past that have given
TED Talks, including Bill Gates,
Jane Goodall and Sal Khan, in
addition to many lesser known
names who have shared equally
compelling stories.
TEDx is a grassroots initiative that was created to capture TED’s overall mission in
a more community-based way.
These events are organized by
individuals who are passionate
about furthering the mission of
TED by sharing local research
and sparking deep discussion
among their community members.

See LIFE, p. 5

Tweet of the Day
Dr. Tadarrayl Starke
@TMStarke
Today at @UConn... Felt like
Florida (without the humidity),
but looked like Heaven!
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News
US urges countries to withdraw from UN nuke ban treaty
UNITED NATIONS (AP)
— The United States is urging
countries that have ratified a
U.N. treaty to ban nuclear weapons to withdraw their support
as the pact nears the 50 ratifications needed to trigger its entry
into force, which supporters say
could happen this week.
The U.S. letter to signatories, obtained by The Associated Press, says the five original
nuclear powers -- the U.S., Russia, China, Britain and France
-- and America’s NATO allies
“stand unified in our opposition
to the potential repercussions”
of the treaty.
It says the treaty “turns back
the clock on verification and
disarmament and is dangerous”
to the half-century-old Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty, considered the cornerstone of global nonproliferation efforts.
“Although we recognize your
sovereign right to ratify or accede to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW), we believe that you
have made a strategic error and
should withdraw your instru-

An unarmed Minuteman 3 intercontinental ballistic missile
test launch at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. The Pentagon has raised to $95.8 billion the estimated cost of fielding
a new fleet of land-based nuclear missiles to replace the
Minuteman 3.
PHOTO STAFF SGT. J.T. ARMSTRONG/U.S. AIR FORCE VIA AP

ment of ratification or accession,” the letter says.
The treaty requires that all
ratifying countries “never under any circumstances ... develop, test, produce, manufacture,
otherwise acquire, possess or
stockpile nuclear weapons or

other nuclear explosive devices.” It also bans any transfer or
use of nuclear weapons or nuclear explosive devices — and
the threat to use such weapons
-- and requires parties to promote the treaty to other countries.

Beatrice Fihn, executive
director of the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons, the 2017 Nobel Peace
Prize-winning coalition whose
work helped spearhead the nuclear ban treaty, told The Associated Press Tuesday that several diplomatic sources confirmed
that they and other states that
ratified the TPNW had been
sent letters by the U.S. requesting their withdrawal.
She said the “increasing nervousness, and maybe straightforward panic, with some of the
nuclear-armed states and particularly the Trump administration” shows that they “really
seem to understand that this is
a reality: Nuclear weapons are
going to be banned under international law soon.”
Fihn dismissed the nuclear
powers’ claim that the treaty
interferes with the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty as
“straightforward lies, to be
frank.”
“They have no actual argument to back that up,” she said.
“The Nonproliferation Treaty is

about preventing the spread of
nuclear weapons and eliminating nuclear weapons, and this
treaty implements that. There’s
no way you can undermine the
Nonproliferation Treaty by banning nuclear weapons. It’s the
end goal of the Nonproliferation
Treaty.”
The NPT sought to prevent
the spread of nuclear arms beyond the five original weapons
powers. It requires non-nuclear
signatory nations to not pursue
atomic weapons in exchange
for a commitment by the five
powers to move toward nuclear
disarmament and to guarantee
non-nuclear states’ access to
peaceful nuclear technology for
producing energy.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called the nuclear
weapons ban treaty “a very welcome initiative.”

“They have no actual
argument to back that
up.”
BEATRICE FIHN

Poland’s top court rules out abortions due to fetal defects
WARSAW, Poland (AP) —
Poland’s top court ruled Thursday that a law allowing abortion
of fetuses with congenital defects is unconstitutional, shutting a major loophole in the predominantly Catholic country’s
abortion laws that are among
the strictest in Europe.
Two judges in the 13-member
Constitutional Court did not
back the majority ruling. Activists deplored the decision, and
the Council of Europe’s human
rights commissioner wrote on
Twitter that it was a “sad day for
women’s rights.”
Hours later, hundreds of
mostly young protesters defied a pandemic-related ban on
gatherings and staged a protest
before the court with signs saying “You Have Blood on Your
Gowns” and “Shame” and then
walked to the offices of the main
ruling conservative party, Law
and Justice and to the house
of the party leader and deputy
prime minister, Jaroslaw Kaczynski, who is the driving force
behind the government’s policies. Police, in heavy presence,
cordoned the house off from the
noisy protesters who were calling for the government to step
down.
The ruling party will soon
propose new legislation to better support women and their
children that will be born as a
result of the court’s ruling, the
party’s spokeswoman said.
The court’s decision came in
response to a motion from rightwing lawmakers who argued
that terminating a pregnancy
due to fetal defects — the most
common reason cited for legal
abortions in Poland — violates
a constitutional provision that

Police guard Poland’s constitutional court as pro-choice and anti-abortion activists protest,
in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020. Poland’s top court has ruled that a law allowing
abortion of fetuses with congenital defects is unconstitutional. The decision by the country’s
Constitutional Court effectively bans terminating pregnancies in cases where birth defects
are found and will further limit access to abortions in Poland.
PHOTO BY CZAREK SOKOLOWSKI/AP

calls for protecting the life of every individual.
The court argued that terminating pregnancy due to defects
of the fetus amounted to eugenics — a 19th century notion of
genetic selection that was later
applied by the Nazis in their
pseudo-scientific experiments.
It agreed with the plaintiffs
that it was a form of banned discrimination when the decision
about an unborn child’s life was
conditioned on its health.
The challenged law was introduced by Poland’s young
post-communist democracy in
1993 as a hard-won compromise
between the influential Catholic
Church and the state authorities. It allows abortions when a
pregnancy endangers a woman’s health or life, or results
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from rape or other illegal act,
and also in case of congenital
defects. Only the last provision
was challenged.
Even before Thursday’s ruling, many Polish women have
sought abortions abroad.
Health Ministry figures show
that 1,110 legal abortions were
held in Poland in 2019, mostly
because of fetal defects.
In justifying its decision, the
court said “there can be no protection of the dignity of an individual without the protection of
life.”
The verdict was announced
by the court’s president, Julia Przylebska, a loyalist of the
right-wing government that is
focused on family and Catholic
values. Przylebska’s appointment to the court in 2015 was

one of the government’s first
steps toward taking control of
the judiciary. These steps have
drawn condemnation from the
European Union which says
they violate the democratic
principle of the rule of law.
Archbishop Marek Jedraszewski, known for his strong
conservative views, hailed the
verdict and expressed “great
appreciation for the courage” of
the judges in the defense of human life “from the moment of
conception to the (moment of)
natural death.”
But opposition lawmakers
lashed out.
The head of the Civic Coalition, Borys Budka, said on
Twitter that the government
used a “false” court of its own
appointees to do something
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“simply inhuman.”
Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Dunja
Mijatovi deplored the decision.
“Removing the basis for almost all legal abortions in
#Poland amounts to a ban &
violates #HumanRights,” she
tweeted. “Today’s ruling of the
Constitutional Court means
underground/abroad
abortions for those who can afford
& even greater ordeal for all
others. A sad day for #WomensRights.”
Former European President
and Poland’s former prime
minister, Donald Tusk, criticized the timing of such key
ruling during the difficult time
of the pandemic.
Police guarded the court’s
building as groups of pro-abortion rights and anti-abortion
activists gathered outside as
the verdict was announced.
The groups were small, because anti-COVID-19 regulations ban gatherings of more
than 10 people
One of the judges who did
not back the ruling, Leon Kieres, argued he was mindful of
the situation and condition of
women when deprived of the
right to decide about a pregnancy with defects.
Polish lawmakers considered
legislation earlier this year that
would have imposed a near-total ban on abortion by outlawing the procedure in cases of
fetal abnormalities, even when
a fetus has no chance of survival. They ended up postponing a final vote on the proposal
brought by a Catholic group.
Similar efforts also were mothballed in the past following
mass nationwide protests.
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News
GOP-led Senate panel
advances Barrett as
Democrats boycott

In Case You Missed It
WEEK OF OCT. 18
by Conner Caridad |

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT

|

conner.caridad@uconn.edu

FDA approves COVID-19 treatment
On Thursday, the biotechnology company Gilead Sciences announced that the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration approved its drug, Remedesivir, as a treatment for COVID-19 according to U.S. News.
So far, Remedesivir — the same antiviral drug that President Donald Trump was treated with when
he tested positive for COVID-19 — is the first and only treatment for the virus approved by the FDA. It
will be used only in cases of the virus where the patient is hospitalized and at least 12-years-old — or
who meet certain weight requirements.
According to Gilead, Remedesivir proved to be a legitimate treatment for COVID-19 in three randomized controlled trials, including one done by the National Institute of Health, where it was concluded
that the drug could cut a patient’s recovery time on average by five days.
According to Gilead Chief Medical Officer Dr. Merdad Parsey, Remedesivir — also known as Veklury — is now authorized in about 50 countries, at least temporarily.
“We now have enough knowledge and a growing set of tools to help fight COVID-19,” Parsey said.
Democrats boycott nomination vote to no avail

Activists opposed to the confirmation of President Donald
Trump’s Supreme Court nominee, Judge Amy Coney Barrett,
dressed as characters from “The Handmaid’s Tale,” protest
at the Supreme Court on a foggy day, Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020
in Washington.
PHOTO BY JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — SenThe protesters drowned out
ate Judiciary Committee Republi- Democratic senators who had
cans powered past a Democratic called a news conference to decry
boycott Thursday to advance what they called a “sham” confirAmy Coney Barrett’s Supreme mation process.
Court nomination to the full SenSenate Democratic leader Chuck
ate, keeping President Donald Schumer of New York said the
Trump’s pick on track for confir- Senate’s Republican majority “is
mation before the Nov. 3 election.
conducting the most rushed, most
Democratic senators refused to partisan and the least legitimate
show up in protest of the GOP’s nomination to the Supreme Court
rush to install Trump’s nominee in our nation’s history.”
to replace the late Justice Ruth
“Democrats will not lend a
Bader Ginsburg. Never has the single ounce of legitimacy to this
Senate confirmed a Supreme sham vote,” he said. Unable to stop
Court nominee so close to a presi- the confirmation, Democrats have
dential election.
been trying unsuccessfully to stall
All 12 Republicans on the com- the process so the winner of the
mittee voted in favor of Barrett, White House race could name the
a conservative judge. No-show new nominee.
Democrats left behind posters at
With Republicans holding a 53their desks of Americans they say 47 majority in the Senate, Trump’s
have benefited from the Afford- pick for the court is almost certain
able Care Act, now being chal- to be confirmed. All Democrats
lenged at the high court. Senators are expected to oppose Barrett’s
plan to convene a rare weekend confirmation.
session before a
“This is a
final confirmagroundbreaktion vote expect- “Democrats
ing,
historic
ed Monday.
moment,” said
“Big
day will not lend a
Sen.
Lindsey
for America,” single ounce of
Graham, R-S.C.,
Trump tweeted
the committee
after the com- legitamacy to this
chairman. “We
mittee vote.
did it.”
sham vote”
Barrett, 48,
Barrett, an
would lock a SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER
appellate court
6-3 conservative CHUCK SCHUMER
judge from Incourt
majordiana, appeared
ity for the foreseeable future. That for three days before the commitcould open a new era of rulings tee last week, batting back Demoon abortion access, gay marriage crats’ questions. She was asked
and even the results of this year’s about her approach to legal quespresidential election.
tions surrounding abortion acRepublicans have bristled at cess, gay marriage and the nation’s
Democrats’ claim that the Obama- tradition of a peaceful transfer of
era health law, known as “Obam- presidential power.
acare,” is in jeopardy if Barrett
Trump has said he wants a judge
joins the court. But Trump told seated in time to hear any potential
CBS’ “60 Minutes” that “it will be disputes arising from the upcomso good” if the court puts an end ing election. Barrett declined to
to the law. The court is set to hear say whether she would withdraw
a Trump-backed case against the from participating in such cases.
health overhaul on Nov. 10.
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, said
“I think it’ll end. I hope that the court fight will be perhaps the
they’ll end it,” Trump said in com- “single most important accomments released Thursday by the plishment” of Trump’s presidency.
White House before the interview
Republican senators ridiculed
airs Sunday.
the Democratic boycott as electionAs the Senate committee met, year antics.
protesters, some shouting “Stop
“Rather than show up and do
the confirmation!” demonstrated their job, they continue the theoutside the Capitol across the ater,” said Sen. John Cornyn, Rstreet from the Supreme Court. Texas, pointing out the posters at
Some dressed as handmaids, a the Democrats’ desks. Sen. Mike
reference to Barrett’s role in a con- Lee, R-Utah, called the boycott “a
servative religious group that once walkout on the American people.”
called high-ranking women memBut Democrats on the commitbers “handmaids.” Other dem- tee insisted the Republicans were
onstrators had “#SupportAmy” rushing the nomination to tip the
signs.
court even further to the right.

Senate Republicans changed the rules of the Senate Judiciary Committee on Thursday to advance
President Donald Trump’s Supreme Court justice nomination to a full senate vote, despite the Democratic members of the committee boycotting the vote, according to the Associated Press.
Normally, the rules of the Senate Judiciary Committee stipulate that at least two members of the minority party — currently the Democrats — must be present in order to move forward with a nomination. Mike Davis, an advisor to senate Republicans, told the Associated Press that the committee was
“well within its normal practice to hold the vote” without Democrats there. According to Davis, it has
been customary for the Senate Judiciary Committee to move forward on business as long as all of the
members of the majority party are present.
On Thursday, member of the Senate Judiciary Committee and Democratic Vice Presidential candidate Senator Kamala Harris of California denounced the Supreme Court justice nomination process on
Twitter.
“My Democratic senate colleagues and I boycotted the Supreme Court nominee committee today.
Let’s be clear: this nomination process is a sham and shows how Republicans will stop at nothing to
strip health care from millions of Americans with pre-existing conditions,” Sen. Harris said.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York said, on Wednesday, the evening before the
Senate Judiciary Committee vote, that the committee would not be able to move forward business without the minority members present.
“We’re not giving them the quorum they need to provide [a vote],” Sen. Schumer said. “The rules
require it.”
According to the leader of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, the
Republican members of the committee are merely playing by the rules that Democratic senators left in
place.
“The nomination process took a dark turn in 2013 when the Democrats changed the rules of the senate for district and circuit court nominees requiring a simple majority vote. My Democratic colleagues
chose to engage in a partisan filibuster of Justice [Neil] Gorsuch for the first time in U.S. history requiring the changing of the rules regarding Supreme Court nominations,” Sen. Graham said.
On boycotting Thursday’s vote, Sen. Graham said, “I believe it does a disservice to Judge Barrett who
deserves a vote, up or down.”
NPR reported that Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, who is in charge of the Senate’s schedule, plans to arrange for a full Senate vote to the Supreme Court next week.
According to the Associated Press, President Trump wants his nominee to take her seat on the Supreme Court before Nov. 3, in order to settle any potential disputes over the results of the upcoming
presidential election.
Iran and Russia deny claims of ‘influencing public opinion’ in U.S. Elections
On Wednesday night, Iranian spokesman to the United Nations, Alireza Miryousefi, denied the
United States director of National Intelligence’s claims that Iran used obtained voter registration information to “intimidate voters and incite social unrest,” according to NBC News.
“Unlike the U.S.,” Miryousefi said, “Iran does not interfere in other countries’ elections.”
On Thursday, Iran summoned Swiss diplomats, who will represent the U.S., to the capital city of
Tehran to work out the “baseless” accusations.
The Director of National Intelligence, John Ratcliffe, first made allegations against the foreign government earlier, on Wednesday.
“We have already seen Iran sending spoof emails designed to intimidate voters, incite social unrest
and damage President Trump,” Ratcliffe said. “Additionally, Iran is distributing other content to include a video that implies that individuals could cast fraudulent ballots, even from overseas.”
“These actions are desperate attempts by desperate adversaries,” Ratcliffe said.
The Associated Press reported that “threatening” emails were sent to Democratic voters in multiple
contested states, pretending to be sent from the self-proclaimed “western chauvinist fraternity,” the
Proud Boys.
Ratcliffe also mentioned that the intelligence community is aware that the Russian government has
also obtained voter information but has not taken any action against the U.S. election.
Spokesperson to the Russian government, Dmitry Peskov, said that the accusations are “absolutely
groundless. They are not based on anything.”
Judge drops third-degree murder charges against Chauvin
On Thursday, a Minnesota judge ruled that the trial of the four former Minneapolis police officers
charged with the murder of George Floyd in May will move forward without the third-degree murder
charges against one of the former officers, Derek Chauvin, according to ABC 5 KSTP.
The dismissal of the third-degree murder charge will hang for five days to allow for the state to appeal the judge’s decision. The second-degree murder charges against Chauvin, as well as the aiding and
abetting charges against the other three former police officers, will stand.
As of right now, all four former officers will be prosecuted in the same trial in March.

Photo shows, from left, Derek Chauvin, J. Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane and Tou Thao. A Minnesota judge on Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2020, has dismissed a third-degree murder charge filed
against Chauvin, the former Minneapolis police officer who pressed his knee against George
Floyd’s neck, but the more serious second-degree murder charge remains.
PHOTO BY HENNEPIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE VIA AP

Halloween town cancels Halloween
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The City of Salem, Massachusetts announced in a press release on Wednesday that all city-sanctioned Halloween night festivities will be canceled, including the town’s usual Halloween firework celebration.
“Trick-or-treating is not a city event. The decision to trick-or-treat is one that individual families
should make on their own. Those who choose to engage in trick-or-treating should comply with the
public health guidance issued by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. If trick-or-treating,
families should not congregate with other family groups, should keep a face covering on at all times
and should stay six feet away from others. Anyone choosing to trick-or-treat should be out no later than
8:00 p.m.,” the press release said. “Residents of other communities should not trick-or-treat in Salem.”
The city also announced that it will be tripling municipal fines “for the period of Oct. 30 through Nov.
1, including fines for noise violations, resident parking violations and public intoxication.”

04

Friday, October 23, 2020 • DailyCampus.com

editorial board:

Peter Fenteany. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . editor-in-chief
Harry Zehner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . opinion editor
Harrison Raskin. . associate opinion editor
Sharon Spaulding
Anika Veeraraghav. . . . . . weekly columnists
Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opinions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.

CARTOON BY ALISIA GRUENDEL, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

TV, TV on the Wall, Beyond the Genius of the
what is humanity’s Sea: A necessary foray
greatest f law
by Sharon Spaulding
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sharon.spaulding@uconn.edu

by Aastha Gupta
CONTRIBUTOR
aastha.gupta@uconn.edu

The last season of “The 100” was
released just last week, and I am
unashamed to say that I watched
the entirety of the season in only a
couple of days. As it ended, I was
reminded of how the show evoked
real emotion from me, and the
many times I tried and failed to
replicate the hairstyles of those on
the show. My reminiscing brought
me here, an article in homage
to one of my favorite television
shows and that I genuinely believe
everyone should give a chance for
its enjoyment and lessons.
“The 100” is supplied with all
the things dystopian shows commonly have: attractive characters,
love, hate and everything else that
comes with the ‘end of the world.’
But there are some aspects from
which “The 100” deviates from its
dystopian counterparts, for one,
its handling of morality. One of
the most notable things about all
the characters in “The 100” is that
none of them, at least not the main
characters, are a wholly right
person. Indeed the first 100 sent
down are sent down as they are
criminals in some way or another.
All of them have done things that
have harmed others; they have
done something wrong to help
‘their’ people. As Forbes writer
Erik Kain notes, these decisions
often spur from the normal human hamartia — hubris, greed,
etc. — but these decisions can also
happen “because someone did
what they thought was the right
thing, and it wasn’t.” The characters in this show are often faced
with impossible decisions. Their
choices and reaction to others’
choices become an integral part
of who they are as they reflect that
individual. Through these reactions and selections, we see the
effect our moral code has on our
actions and relationships. Every
decision affects the character in
some capacity and progresses

their development; watching these
protagonists’ stories only adds to
the show’s enjoyability. The complexity of these characters’ decisions fuels the conflict within the
show and highlights humanity’s
imperfections.
The show plays around with
the idea surrounding conflict:
both between an ‘other’ and between protagonists with different
morals. In nearly every season,
the characters are embroiled in a
dispute with the ‘other.’ In “The
100,” it seems like peace comes
only after the bloodshed that
could be avoided if not for a human tendency towards greed and
revenge. The nature of conflict
mirrors the reality of war in our
world: neither side truly wins.
But these conflicts also shed light
on something we often forget in
real life. In each of the seasons, the
protagonists’ journey reveals that
the ‘other’ is the same as them.
They are all humans, but their
believed difference ignites conflict
and causes harm. Indeed, Jason
Rothenburg, creator of “The 100,”
states that unless the protagonists
understand this, they are “going
to keep perpetuating this cycle of
violence that leads to apocalypse.”
It is a lesson we should heed as
well. The conflict between characters serves as a vehicle to turn
foe into friend and friend into enemy. These changes move the plot
forward while also hooking the
viewer. “The 100’s” intricate use of
conflict forces us to take another
look at the show and our world,
and it makes the show all the more
enjoyable.
“The 100” has never found
mainstream success; as such, it
serves as a hidden gem of sorts.
With its newer and more distinct
take on the ‘end-of-the-world’
trope, “The 100” would be a worthy watch for any TV lover. And
more importantly, its narrative on
morality and conflict could provide much discussion for any of
those who love dissecting works.

Our worlds have been shaken
this year. For some, the shaking
has been painful and exacting;
confrontational and unyielding. For others, the shaking has
been quieter, although still pervasive and consequential.

Order, too, has been shaken
— disrupted and questioned;
blown apart, even, in some instances.
How do we deal with the
chaos and unrest of our worlds
shaking? How do we make
sense of or at least manage disorder when the ground beneath
us still trembles, when our
views still tilt and sway from
the horizon?
Do we — should we — accept
disorder as an unavoidable fact
of life? Should we try to understand it all through reflections
on and comparisons with the
past? Should we make sense
of it by trying to analyze and
make predictions about its effects on the future?
Reflecting on the past manages disorder only when the
disorder of the present resembles the disorder of the past.
This can be, at best, only partially the case for any of us right
now. The disorders of today are
novel and unfamiliar.
As the strangeness of the
present disorder persists and
its end seems further and further away; as predictions of the
future become graver and more
fearsome; as we are bound by
the impossibility of ever pre-

dicting the future with total
surety — we remain unable to
quiet disorder.
Merely accepting disorder
is impractical. Doing so would
be to accept a constant feeling
of being suspended in immovable states of monotony, confusion, valuelessness or meaninglessness. In such states, we
wouldn’t be at all compelled, let
alone inspired, to do anything
useful or good for our communities, families, or ourselves. A
society can’t properly function
if a great majority of its members were to accept life as such
— it would collapse upon itself.
Aside from a society functioning properly—or at least for
it to function at all in the near
future—simply accepting disorder is impractical because, as
humans, we are not naturally
inclined to disregard thoughts
of order. Although we might
for some time, the existences
of art, literature, music, education, politics and scientific
endeavors suggest that we care
for order a great deal, and that
we consider certain ideas of
beauty, identity and morality
as inseparable from ideas of order.

That seems to be
our predicament
now: forced
to an edge by
overwhelming
disorder while
trying to assume a
form of constancy.
So where does that leave us?
“... It would be enough / If we
were ever, just once, at the middle, fixed / In This Beautiful
World of Ours and not as now,
/ Helplessly at the edge, enough
to be / Complete …” writes Wallace Stevens. That seems to be
our predicament now: forced to

an edge by overwhelming disorder while trying to assume
a form of constancy—a sort of
order—that agrees with our
personhood; and that agrees
with our inclinations towards
beauty and completion.
Yet we are not stuck at that
edge. For those ideas of beauty,
identity and morality which for
us are inseparable from ideas
of order have immutable qualities, “fixed / In This Beautiful
World of Ours.” Seeking manifestations of these qualities in
unfamiliar present moments
and recognizing our own abilities and aptitudes as parts and
extensions of their immutability fixes us in the middle.
The middle is not a place
where we are forgetful of the
past, without curiosity about
the future or oblivious to the
present. Rather, it is a place
of order and constancy that
grounds us in present moments amidst shaking, despite
lingering incompletions from
the past and a hazy knowledge
of the future.
In another poem, Wallace
Stevens writes: “She sang beyond the genius of the sea / ...
The sea was not a mask. No
more was she … / Even if what
she sang was what she heard
… / The grinding water and
the gasping wind; / But it was
she and not the sea we heard.
/ For she was the maker of the
song she sang …”
The girl in Stevens’ poem
sings beyond the unrest and
chaos of the immeasurable
and unknown depths of the
sea’s knowledge and force.
She is not above the sea; she
is not unaffected by it. Yet she
sings with her own voice. She
sings of what is permanent
and unchanging in beauty
and power beyond the disorder of the sea.
We, too, can think of, look
and sing beyond disorder. For
our minds and sight, for our
voices—it is a necessary foray,
beyond the genius of the sea.

UConn needs to better communicate with students, especially now.
by Ashton Stansel
STAFF COLUMNIST
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

In the fall, when school was
about to start up again, there
were still a lot of things that
were uncertain. What would
happen if COVID-19 broke
out in a dorm, or more than
one dorm? How would professors change classes traditionally taught in classrooms and
lecture halls into things that
could be taught over the internet, in Zoom calls and PowerPoints and tests? What safety
measures were in place to try
and limit the spread of the COVID-19?
Some of those questions
have been answered. Whole
dorms have been quarantined
after an uptick in COVID-19
cases within that dorm. Teachers seemed to find ways to give

People who
currently live oncampus might
have no in-person
classes, while
other people
might have
multiple.
information over the internet
instead of through a class period in person, although it is
often in ways that are not ideal
for everyone to learn. Information about safety procedures
has, to some extent, been made
public with information about
cleaning, testing, etc.
But, there is still far too
much that the University of

Connecticut hasn’t told us,
especially about the spring
semester. Housing has reopened, but it will continue
to be extremely limited and
will give priority to those
who already live on-campus.
This makes sense for limiting
people moving and exposure,
but it has serious downsides.
People who currently live
on-campus might have no inperson classes, while other
people might have multiple.
Even more troubling, there
is no way to know at this
point whether the majority
of classes will be in person
or online for each person who
applies because no one has
picked classes yet. Picking
doesn’t open until next week,
and many people who aren’t
seniors will be waiting even
longer to lock in their class-

How can UConn
determine which
students need
housing the most
in this era where it
is so limited when
students have not
even determined
if they are going
to have to be on
campus or not?
es and figure out how many
times a week, if any, they’ll
be in person.
In addition, some people
have already been told that
they won’t be getting housing
for the spring, despite the fact
that they haven’t even picked

classes yet. How can UConn
determine which students
need housing the most in this
era where it is so limited when
students have not even determined if they are going to
have to be on campus or not?
It has often felt like UConn
has not been communicating
well enough with students
to explain their decisions
around things like housing,
nor have they stated when
people who did not live on
campus in fall but who appealed in the hopes of living
on campus in spring might
hear back from the housing
department. It is difficult for
me to plan my semester without knowing whether I will
be commuting or not, and this
is the case for many students
right now.

See STUDENTS, p. 8
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TEDxUConn 2020
A LIVESTREAM
SUCCESS
TEDXUCONN, cont. from p. 1
At the University of Connecticut, the annual TEDxUConn
event is an independently organized TEDx event that is entirely run by students. TEDxUConn provides the opportunity
to share and hear ideas by faculty, friends and UConn students
that work to foster creative
thinking and shed light on nextgeneration ideas.
By now, in its seventh year of
operation, TEDxUConn has had
a wide array of speakers that
have explored different themes
and have taken a deeper look
into various topics that affect
society and, more specifically,
the UConn community.
To provide some context on
past conferences, in 2018, the
event was entitled “Zero to
Hero,” and focused on the encompassing nature of growth
factors and the distinctive processes one goes through that induce change. In 2015, the theme
was “Deconstructing Humanity” and focused on what actually makes each of us human.
This wide spectrum of themes
allows each year to concentrate
on a different aspect of society
that provokes one’s imagination
and allows for the creation of
new ideas.
The 2020 conference looked
much different than in past
years. To adjust to the COVID-19
pandemic and the limits that it
has placed on large gatherings,
TEDxUConn transitioned to a
fully virtual event that was held
via live stream on Oct. 18.

“This year’s conference was
different from past years in
which we held it virtually and
asked all our speakers to prerecord their talks for us to show
on the live stream,” Vincent
Huang, a seventh-semester civil engineering major and president of TEDxUConn, said.
The theme for this year’s
conference was “Patchwork”
which was the same theme as
the spring 2020 conference.
The decision to use this theme
was aimed at exploring how
individual pieces contribute to
the end result.
Speakers were asked to
pre-record their talks so they
would be ready prior to the
live stream. The event featured
many pandemic-related talks
that were relevant to the current situation we are in. Lindsay Angelo presented, “The
Business Model Puzzle: How
Brands Thrive in Crisis,” which
was a timely discussion of how
brands that use the self-actualization economy are more likely
to be successful during and after a pandemic.
Another talk that was relevant to the COVID-19 pandemic
was entitled, “Creativity Connects: How to Heal the Environment in a Global Pandemic”
which was presented by Amy
Oestreicher and discussed how
to reconnect with nature while
we are isolated from one another.
Despite the challenges that
come with transitioning to a
virtual setting, the conference
received positive feedback from
both the speakers and viewers.

“We generally have received positive feedback
from our speakers who
were glad to have received the opportunity
to deliver a TEDx talk,”
Huang said. “In terms
of how the conference
went, the live stream
went smoothly, and we
received 150+ views,
which was expected.”
TEDxUConn
has
shown time and again
their ability to gather the
UConn community for a
night of growth and enrichment. Each year, this event
serves as a reminder
that our ideas have
value and the importance of deep
thinking and
ref lecting
on our own
lives
and
the
lives
of
those
around
us. Even
with the
added diff iculties
from the
C OV I D - 1 9
pandemic,
the TEDxUConn
2020
Conference prevailed and was a
successful night for
all of those involved.
If you are interested in
learning more about the
speakers at the 2020 TEDxUConn Conference, visit the
TEDxUConn website.

This year,
TEDxUConn
hosted their
annual
conference
online
to great
success.
A speaker
presents
and
musicians
perform
at the
TEDxUConn
conference
in October
2019. FILE
PHOTOS/THE DAILY
CAMPUS

2020 Tony Award
Nominations

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

CAN STARS SHINE BRIGHT WITH BROADWAY IN THE DARK?

by Gino Giansanti Jr.
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu

The bright lights of Broadway are looking a little different these days, as the dazzling
marquees of Times Square
have been indefinitely shut
down. Of all the industries to
be hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, the theatre business
has certainly suffered, closing its doors in March this
year and planning to do so
at least through June of next
year.
While there are ways to en-

While the
Tony Award
nominations
left no clear
indications of
what is to come,
any theatre fan
can only hope
that the virtual
ceremony will
remind us that
post-pandemic,
the lights of
Broadway will
once again burn
bright.

joy a meal at a restaurant or
go on a shopping spree and
still follow social distancing
guidelines, theatre has not
been able to adapt its service
to follow the protocols of New
York City. After all, even if
it was feasible to sit six feet
apart in a theater with audience members wearing
masks, Broadway producers
would not be able to continue
their lavish multi-million dollar musicals and still make a
profit. This is particularly
devastating to the thousands
of actors, musicians and theatre-makers who remain unemployed to this day.
A casualty of Broadway’s
closure is the annual Tony
Awards ceremony, which
takes place every June in Midtown Manhattan to honor excellence in the theatre industry for the year’s season. As
the fourth spoke of the EGOT
(Emmy, Grammy, Oscar and
Tony Awards), the Tonys are
a staple of award season, yet
will have a much more difficult time adapting to the
world’s new virtual events.
While you can watch a movie, listen to a song or watch a
television show in the comfort of your own home, you
cannot exactly have an ensemble of performers dance
around your living room.
The 2019-20 Broadway
season originally planned to
end in April of 2020, making
all musical and play productions open before this date
eligible for a Tony Award.
With Broadway going dark

on March 12, the season was
obviously cut short, but because every member of the
voting committee needs to
attend the production before
selecting its winners, the new
cutoff date for the season became Feb. 19. This shortened
deadline even excluded the
production of West Side Story, which officially opened on
Feb. 20. A total of nine musicals and nine plays were slated to open before the original
April cutoff date.
Last
Thursday,
Tony
Award winner James Monroe
Igelhart announced the nom-

Last Thursday,
Tony Award
winner James
Monroe Igelhart
announced the
nominees for this
year’s atypical
season. “Jagged
Little Pill,”
“Moulin Rouge!
The Musical”
and “Slave Play”
led the race
at 15, 14 and 12
nominations,
respectively.

inees for this year’s atypical
season. “Jagged Little Pill,”
“Moulin Rouge! The Musical”
and “Slave Play” led the race
at 15, 14 and 12 nominations,
respectively. All three productions show signs of high
success in these categories,
partially because of the season’s uncrowded races.
The musical category in
particular was rather small
compared to past years, as
only three musicals were
nominated for the top prize
of Best Musical: “Jagged Little Pill,” “Moulin Rouge! The
Musical” and “Tina - The Tina
Turner Musical.” This was
a huge blow to fans of “The
Lightning Thief: The Percy
Jackson Musical,” which was
snubbed out of every single
award.
Aaron Tveit shocked all as
the only actor nominated for
Best Leading Actor in a Musical. This does not mean,
however, that he automatically has won the award, as
he needs 60% of the voting
committee to award him the
prize.
The play category will
prove to be much more interesting this year, as 15 productions were eligible for awards
with Hollywood staples like
Jake Gyllenhal and Tom Hiddleston earning nominations
for their roles.
Audra McDonald, the sixtime Tony Award winner,
was nominated for her ninth
Tony for her role in “Frankie
and Johnny in the Clair de
Lune,” just shy of the record

of 10 nominations held by Julie Harris and Chita Rivera.
Though, knowing the immense talent of McDonald,
she will undoubtedly break
this record in the next decade.
For a complete list of this
season’s Tony Award nominees, check their website.
While the Tony Award
nominations left no clear indications of what is to come,
any theatre fan can only hope
that the virtual ceremony
will remind us that post-pandemic, the lights of Broadway
will once again burn bright.

The musical
category in
particular was
rather small
compared to past
years, as only
three musicals
were nominated
for the top prize
of Best Musical:
“Jagged Little Pill,”
“Moulin Rouge! The
Musical” and “Tina
- The Tina Turner
Musical.”
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‘The Witches’

A DARK AND DISAPPOINTING CHILDREN’S FILM
by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

HBO Max, Warner Brothers’ new streaming service,
has had few original films thus
far. “Roald Dahl’s The Witches” is one of the first original
movies on the $15.99 a month
service. Directed by Academy
Award winning director Robert Zemeckis, produced by
Oscar winners Alfonso Cuarón and Guillermo del Toro
and starring Academy Award
winners Anne Hathaway and
Octavia Spencer, you would
expect this film to be a mastery of the art form. Unfortunately, that is not the case.
There are many issues with
this film. To start, the writing
is simply not good. This film is
written by Zemeckis, del Toro
and relatively new film writer,
Kenya Barris. Barris has mostly written comedies so far, but
we know that Zemeckis and
del Toro are fantastic writers. Both have made films that
are world renowned for their
scripts and plot structure,
such as the legendary “Back
to the Future,” “Pan’s Labyrinth,” “Forrest Gump” and
“The Shape of Water.” Thus, it
is surprising to see them both
have writing credit for a script
that really struggles.
One of the main problems
with the script is that it doesn’t
have a consistent thematic
message. At times, it feels like
the film is a commentary on
racism, then it shifts toward
a commentary on classism
and it ends with seemingly no
thematic message at all. The
whole film is full of plot devic-

es and poor decision making
by its characters. Mrs. Hansen’s (Octavia Spencer) lack of
authoritative decision-making
is probably the most questionable, especially based on how
she was set up during the first
act of the film. This lack of cohesion and poor dialogue is
part of the reason why the film
struggles.
Another reason why this
movie struggles is due to Hathaway’s performance. Spencer is solid in this film, though
her character isn’t written the
best, and the child actors are
good but not great. The performance Hathaway gives in the
film is one of the campiest in
recent memory. She plays The
Grand High Witch in a theatrical and over the top manner,
complete with an unrealistic Eastern European accent.
Now this performance may
have been played as a comedic
one, but the character’s dialogue lacks humor. This leads
me to believe that Hathaway is
playing this as a theatrical but
non-comedic
performance.
If so, she fails to accomplish
that. The accent is the main
reason why she fails; it just really detracts from her performance. If she played the role
with her normal accent, but
kept the theatrics, it would be
significantly better.
So, with the struggling
script and out of place lead
performance, this film fails to
be a successful one. However,
even if it was fantastic at accomplishing its goals, I am not
sure if it would have captured
an audience. It’s a PG Halloween film but it isn’t a stereo-

typical kids movie. There are
several scenes that would be
quite terrifying to children,
due to the possibly disturbing
transformations and character designs. Because of that, I
can’t see many kids wanting
to see this movie. That being said, parents are the ones
who put on somewhat “scary”
films for their children at this
time of year, rather than the
kids themselves. However,
this isn’t a film that adults
would enjoy. It lacks the subtle adult-directed humor that
many successful children’s
films have, making it probably
a boring watch for older audience members. There were
several moments throughout
the film where small jokes
could have been inserted, but
the movie failed to capitalize
on them.
All that being said, there
are some redeeming qualities
to the film. Zemeckis, though
he hasn’t made a critically or
financially successful film in
quite some time, is still a fantastic director. The shot composition in the film is solid and
there are some sequences that
look fantastic. On top of this,
the film is full of magnificent
visual effects. Being a fantasy
film, the visual effects aren’t
meant to have a high degree
of realism, but a lot of the environments and creatures are
well-designed and executed.
Still, those positives fail to
make up for the struggles in
script, story and Hathaway’s
performance, making this film
fail to earn a recommendation.
Rating: 2.3/5

Anne Hathaway’s rendition of The Grand High Witch in “The
Witches” was disappointing, even if she is still a fabulous person. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

‘My Next Guest
Needs No Introduction’

NEW SEASON DISCUSSES PRISON REFORM AND BLM
by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

The third season of “My Next Guest Needs No Introduction with
David Letterman” is packed with incredible and insightful guests
like Kim Kardashian and Dave Chappelle. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

After building his career as a
talk show host over the course of
33 years, David Letterman has established himself as a household
name. Three years following his
retirement from “Late Show” in
2015, Letterman decided to embark on another project, one that
caters toward streaming services
rather than cable television. The
first season of “My Next Guest
Needs No Introduction with David Letterman” premiered on
Netflix on Jan. 12, 2018 and has
since gained positive reception
for its unusual format and intuitive conversations, differing from
the typical talk show routine. Two
seasons later, “My Next Guest
Needs No Introduction” released
its third season Wednesday. Despite sudden COVID-19 restrictions risking the untimely halt of
production, Letterman was still
able to participate in engaging discussions with four guests, one for
each episode.
Fulfilling its title, the show’s
first guest really didn’t need an
introduction considering audiences have kept up with her and
her family for over 10 years. Although Kim Kardashian West’s
fame — and her reason for fame
— has been designated by the
general public as an example of
society’s superficial values, Kardashian had insightful answers to
Letterman’s questions regarding
her role in sentencing reform.
Kardashian cited her father’s
law career and her privileged
lifestyle growing up as the inspiration behind her interest in law
school. She described her initial
reaction to Alice Johnson’s case,
who had been sentenced to life in
prison “for a first-time, nonviolent
drug offense.”
“We grew up in a really blessed
lifestyle in Beverly Hills,” Kardashian said. “We had an amaz-

ing life and before, I was really
oblivious to other people’s problems. And then, I saw this tweet of
Alice Johnson, and the simplicity
of the fact that someone that did
their first offense, a low-level drug
offense, got the same sentence
as Charles Manson, it just didn’t
make sense to me … and it was extremely important to me to shed
light on it.”
The tweet about Johnson was
posted in October of 2017, which
Kardashian promptly retweeted
two days after its posting. Her
later visit to the White House was
heavily surveyed by the media,
who were shocked that a reality TV star was discussing matters of prison and sentencing
reform with the president. Even
more shocking was the fact that
Kardashian’s efforts resulted in
President Donald Trump granting clemency to Johnson, who was
released from prison a week after
their meeting in the Oval Office.
Aside from sentencing reform,
Kardashian’s family was the
prime subject of Letterman and
Kardashian’s conversation, including their ties with O.J. Simpson, whom she always referred
to as “Uncle O.J.,” the impact of
Caitlyn Jenner’s transition and
their support after Kardashian’s
traumatic experience of getting
robbed in Paris.
Two episodes later, however, it
became obvious that the effects of
COVID-19 had already taken its
toll on production, with shots of
crew members in masks getting
their temperatures checked. This
change in dynamic did not stop
Letterman from interviewing his
third episode’s guest: stand-up comedian Dave Chappelle.
The pair went over topics relating to Chappelle’s first interview with Letterman in 1993, his
reasons for quitting his comedy
show, the value of his newfound
community in Yellow Springs,
Ohio, his experience being a Mus-

lim, his unconventional approach
to fame and perhaps most importantly, his thoughts on the Black
Lives Matter Movement, which
had culminated at the time of the
episode’s filming.
When asked about the possibility of change being made, Chappelle gave a compelling answer.
“I’m not making any predictions,” Chappelle said. “Of course,
I am very hopeful, yes, that there
will be real change. And just traditionally from my experience,
change is never a comfortable
proposition. It’s uncomfortable
before it’s comfortable again. It’ll
be quite a negotiation. If you think
of it as a negotiation, how the
f--- do you negotiate with Derek
Chauvin?”
He continued to elaborate on
the subject in regard to George
Floyd and the current social climate of the U.S.
“If Russia is, in fact, exploiting
our racist tendencies to dissolve
our union, then you’d have to look
at something like racism as a matter of national security,” Chappelle
said. “If the people that execute
your laws are kneeling on people’s
necks, you have no country. You
have to stop that s---. That’s why
these people are storming the
streets, because they want to save
their country. It makes perfect
sense.”
Social reform, like prison reform, is not an easy matter for talk
shows to address. “My Next Guest
Needs No Introduction with David Letterman” goes against this
by asking questions that combine
a healthy balance of comedy and
real-life issues which call for carefully thought-out answers from
guests. If you are interested in
watching these conversations or
are curious about how guests like
Robert Downey Jr. and Lizzo performed in their interviews, season
three is now available on Netflix.
Rating: 4/5
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POLITICAL IN PINK

by Caroline LeCour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
caroline.lecour@uconn.edu

With the 2020 presidential
election coming up, for this
week, I thought I would discuss a phenomenon which I
find fascinating: the power of
fashion in politics.
Like your high school AP
English teacher’s dream come
true, many times politicians
not only dress to be professional, but also to convey a layered,
deeper meaning or impression. Fashion can be used as a
tool for the average person to
express themselves as well as
to subconsciously trick others,
almost like camouflage or a
brightly colored rainforest frog
warning others of its poison.
Alright, maybe it’s not that
serious or exciting as I’m making it sound. However, it is a
great media literacy tool and a
fun I-Spy game to use the next
time you land on a debate or
speech while channel surfing.
This week, I’m here to guide
you through debunking five
of my favorite secret weapons
politicians use, as well as a little history lesson on how they
came about.
The Pussycat Bow

U.S. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez shows off her hot
pink power suit at the passing of the Violence Against Women Act
at Capitol Hill. PHOTO COURTESY OF @AOC/TWITTER

A lavallière, more commonly known as the pussycat bow, is the number one
example that comes to mind
when many think of political
fashion. The pussycat bow
actually goes all the way back
to 19th century France, with
many wearers of the style being women, artists, students
and intellectuals associated
with the political left. The
name of the style derived from
the loose bow that kittens and
cats would wear at the time.
Many were drawn to the style
in the mid ‘70s, when women
fully joined the workforce, to
ironically replicate the men’s

necktie and reclaim the derogatory term of the same name
normally thrown at women.
The pussycat bow then began
to be associated with political
power after Margaret Thatcher,
who was a big fan of the style,
became the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom.
Melania Trump wore a pink
pussycat bow while attending a
2016 presidential debate, which
garnered different interpretations from the public. While
this situation may have been
one without a desired deeper meaning, many criticized
Trump for wearing the statement bow considering her husband, President Trump, used
the derogatory term in the past.
Political Neckties
One of my favorite activities when watching a political
debate is looking at each of the
candidates’ neckties and analyzing what the wearer wants to
imply. According to color theory, different hues and shades of
color are known to change and
determine human behavior,
such as eliciting certain emotions in people or enhancing
the effectiveness of placebos.
The color red is an aggressive
color, which can make a person
look passionate, confident or
angry. Candidates in red neckties want you to know they are
determined and will not stand
down. In contrast, the color
blue or navy can come across
as calm, trustworthy and intelligent. Many politicians wear
blue ties to oppose their hotheaded opponents sporting a
power tie or to play towards
a narrative that they are for
the working class, since many
Americans wear navy ties to
work.
You can use this knowledge to understand the necktie
choices of Senator Bernie Sanders and former Vice President
Joe Biden for the Democratic

debate in March. With the two
candidates neck and neck, both
seemingly chose their neckties
to cater towards their goal for
the night. At the time, Biden
sported a red power tie with
small, diagonal blue stripes.
This necktie choice could be
seen as a way to show how
Biden’s campaign and political style is more old school,
possibly to gain support from
moderate voters. However, the
small detail of the blue stripes
seemed to convey that the former vice president was still
calling dibs on being the candidate for the Democratic party.
On the other hand, Sanders’s
extreme choice for an all blue
tie corresponded well with his
far-left and “grassroots” style
of politics to show viewers he
is the candidate for the working
class.
Power Suits
To add two and two together, women’s power suits bring
together silhouette and color
theory to portray a meaning
similar to neckties. Another
popular trend originating in the
‘70s, many women who wore
these suits tended to choose
a bright pink color to make a
statement about feminism and
female empowerment, while
others may have opted for navy
or black to show confidence,
calmness and intelligence. Additionally, many power suits
today have a broad shouldered
frame, paying homage to the
powerful, padded shoulders of
the ‘80s.
Both former First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and U.S.
Representative
Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez have been highlighted for their choice of statement power suits. Ocasio-Cortez can be seen wearing a bold,
black and hot pink power suit
when she attended the passing
of the Violence Against Women
Act at Capitol Hill.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Pop Cultured
FRIENDS, STAY ON TOP OF THESE
GLOBAL FASHION TRENDS
by Amy Chen

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Fall semester is about halfway
through; you’re probably studying for midterms, continuing with
your daily routines and always
wearing the same sweater and pair
of jeans. Perhaps you may need
some motivation and inspiration.
For this week’s column, we will
take a look at some of the street
styles from the recent fall fashion
weeks in Europe and Asia to leave
you inspired and on top of the latest
trends for the spring 2021 season.
This season’s street style fashion
week in Europe began mid-September in London. The city’s street
style trends for women range from
a simple combination of a cropped
sweater vest, black jeans and combat boots, to colorful dresses, to
blue, orange, red and floral printed
jumpsuits. For men, neutral toned
suits, white shirts and wide-fitted
pants are trending, which can be
matched with a black leather jacket
or blazer. However, bright colored
jumpsuits are not uncommon on
the runway. This is definitely a versatile mix of looks that will make
you stand out among others!
Next, we look at Milan, one of
the most fashionable cities in the
world. This year’s street style photos were taken in late September,

illustrating a varied mix of fashion trends that are sure to leave an
impression. Popular styles include
trench coats, blazers and suits.
Trendy colors vary from neutral
tones of blue and black to warm
tones of red, yellow and orange.
Neutral-toned long dresses are
popular in Milanese street style.
Although fall street styles predict
the trends for spring, many outfits
are styled with jackets, so you can
definitely try to find affordable replicas now.
When we talk about fashion
trends, we cannot forget the fashion capital of the world: Paris. This
year, Paris Fashion Week occurred
in early October and the city did not
disappoint. Parisian street fashion
has an option for any color or style
you desire. One common trend on
this year’s runway was jackets.
Ranging from long coats, checkered blazers, leather, bomber, fur
and jean jackets, they can be paired
with dresses, skirts or any style of
pants, and complete refined looks.
Although there is a variety of colors in Parisian street fashion, blue
and neutral tones make a strong
appearance.
Still not inspired yet? Well, don’t
worry; Shanghai Fashion Week
occurred just last week, while Tokyo and Taiwan’s Fashion Week
street styles were released just yesterday and today.

In Shanghai’s street fashion, you
can find a range of platform boots
and black and brown tones in
coats, dresses, blazers, pants and
skirts. Some colorful outfits and
patterned dresses also made an appearance in many street styles this
fall. You can’t forget about jackets,
blazers and bucket hats that definitely made waves in Shanghai’s
street fashion. Another noticeable
trend is that a different hairstyle is
paired with each outfit, whereas in
Europe, hairstyles were fairly unchanging on the runway. A hairstyle can definitely give an outfit a
whole new look.
Now, we will take a look at Tokyo’s street fashion. At first glance,
you may see some similarities to
the frequent appearance of jackets
on other city runways. However,
the styles actually vary greatly,
ranging from bright prints and
platform shoes to monotone and
complementary colors. The dyed
bangs hairstyle also makes a
strong show in Japanese street
style, mainly among women.
There isn’t really a repetitive
color like in other street fashions
because styles and colors vary
greatly in Tokyo. Some animeinspired street fashion is also
trending. Japanese street fashion is definitely a go-to if you are
looking for some color infusion
into your wardrobe.

Paco Rabanne’s spring 2021 collection is featured during Paris
Fashion Week. PHOTO COURTESY OF @FASHIONWEEK/TWITTER

Tokyo street fashion styles actually vary greatly, ranging from
bright prints and platform shoes to monotone and complementary colors. PHOTO BY SHARAZ JEK/FLICKR

Last, but not least, is Taipei, located in Taiwan. Blacks, browns
and other neutral tones have a
heavy influence on Taiwanese
street fashion. Women often wear
berets and black dresses/skirts.
Longer skirts and dresses are
also a must, based on photos from
Vogue. Men can be seen wearing
blazers, vests with button-ups
and checkered prints. Sunglasses
make an occasional appearance,
and looser fit clothing and boots
are also popular in Taiwanese
street fashion in general.

From overall impressions, we
can tell platform boots, jackets
and anything in neutral tones or
black are top fashion trends for
the spring season. If you want to
stay up to date on current trends,
the orange leather jacket made
many appearances across various street fashions, according
to Vogue. It’s difficult to attend
fashion shows nowadays, but
through street fashion photography, you can still stay on top of
current trends or get inspiration
for the future.
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | Paint night? Tote-ally.

Flo Evardo paints a tote bag under the Student Union Lawn tent on Thursday night. Over 50 students participated in the event that was put on by UConn Student Activities. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

UConn needs to make spring
semester plans clear
STUDENTS, cont. from p. 4
I understand that planning during a pandemic is extraordinarily
difficult. However, the students
are the people who are keeping
the university open. We are paying tuition to be educated at this
school and, therefore, deserve to be
informed about how we are going
to be educated and where that education will take place. While most
classes are now posted on Student
Admin, I have yet to see any confir-

mation that those listings are final,
which is pretty problematic since
seniors start picking classes in one
week.
Information about the spring
semester needs to both be sent
directly to students and be more
easily accessible. Google managed
to inform me that students will be
informed if they get housing in early November, but that is both still
before some people pick and not
information that is easily visible in
MyHousing.

Students deserve to have more
information about what our
school is doing to ensure that
everyone can learn safely and
successfully. In addition, UConn
should not make housing decisions before schedules have even
been chosen; to do otherwise
robs students of the opportunity to show that they need on
campus housing if they are taking many in person classes, or to
realize they don’t need it if they
are not.

DYK?

The U.S. Supreme Court Building has its own basketball court.
HUNTING UNICORNS IS
LEGAL IN MICHIGAN

It takes 364 licks to get to
the center of a Tootsie Pop.
FACTS COURTESY BESTLIFEONLINE.COM
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Champions League Recap: PSG
fall early to Manchester United
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
Sebastian.Garay-Ortega@uconn.edu

It was a busy week in the football world, with several Ligue 1
teams competing in the Champions League, which feature
some of the strongest teams in
the world as they fight to prove
who is the best. We begin with
Paris-Saint Germain, who suffered a gut-wrenching loss in the
Champions League, falling to
Manchester United at home 2-1.
Parisian center back Abdou
Diallo conceded a penalty when
clipping center midfielder Bruno
Fernandes from behind. Fernandes’s first penalty attempt
was saved by goalkeeper Keylor
Navas, making an excellent dive
to keep the score 0-0. However,
a subsequent video-assistantreferee (VAR) review determined that Navas did not keep
at least one foot on the goal line.
Fernandes took advantage of the
second opportunity, smashing
the ball into the bottom right corner to make it 1-0 United.
Throughout the rest of the
match, United lived up to its zebra third kit. Acting as a stampede, the team performed as a
cohesive unit, something that
was absent from Paris that night.
The strategy manager Thomas
Tuchel implemented was to give
the ball to Neymar Jr. and Kylian
Mbappé and let them do their
magic. However, it’s simply illogical to think this can work
every time; a true style of play is
needed to succeed at the highest
level, and Tuchel is continuing
to get tactically outclassed in Europe’s premier competition.
Although PSG would level it
up thanks to forward Anthony
Martial’s goal in the second half,
which came off an unlucky head-

er back towards his own goal off
a Neymar corner. Ultimately, the
goal was not deserved as Paris
did not create anything before
the equalizer, or after. The lazy,
sluggish, unmotivated performance continued — something
that would be taken advantage
of by an alert Marcus Rashford, with the forward cutting
in on a flat-footed Mitchel Bakker, smashing the ball into the
bottom right corner in the 87th
minute to give United all three
points.

squad will have a dip in form in
Ligue 1 competition. Another
defeat in European competition — which is far more likely
— would spell the end for the
German’s tenure in the French
capital.
Eduardo Camavinga’s debut
in the Champions League was
the main talking point in Stade
Rennais FC’s match against
Russian squad FC Krasnodar.
Camavinga’s flair and creative
prowess propelled Rennais
to its first Champions League

A loss or draw to Dijon, their next
matchup back in Ligue 1 play might spell
the end for Tuchel, but it’s unlikely the
squad will have a dip in form in Ligue 1
competition. Another defeat in European
competition — which is far more likely
— would spell the end for the German’s
tenure in the French capital.

Tuchel is no doubt on the
hot seat now. Robin Bairner —
freelance sports writer for the
football media outlet, Goal —
reported that sporting director Leonardo Araújo asked the
board to replace the German
manager with Mauricio Pochettino, Massimiliano Allegri,
Thiago Motta or Laurent Blanc.
A loss or draw to Dijon, their
next matchup back in Ligue
1 play might spell the end for
Tuchel, but it’s unlikely the

campaign in club history. Of
course, the team has participated in the less prestigious
Europa League, but never participated in Europe’s elite competition.
An attendance of 4,973 Rennais supporters at Roazhon
Park witnessed the future of
the French national team, Eduardo Camavinga, direct his
team like headsail on a boat,
dribbling to the byline in the
fourth minute and sending in a
cross that was connected on by

midfielder Benjamin Bourigeaud, just barely going over the
net.
The 25th minute saw Camavinga take a shot at the top of
the box, curving it with his left
towards the top right corner,
with Krasnodar goalkeeper
Matvey Safonov just barely getting a hand to it. Another effort
by Camavinga in the 33rd minute forced another save, with
Safonov diving to his right to
keep it out.
However, Camavinga wasn’t
the only player who had an
impact on the game. Winger
Romain Del Castillo had multiple shots on goal, causing
havoc for the backline. The
same can be said about fellow
winger Martin Terrier, who ultimately drew the penalty that
gave Rennais the 1-0 advantage
in the 56th minute. Christian
Ramírez immediately leveled
it for the Russian side with a
rocket to the top right corner
in the 59th minute. The match
ended 1-1 with many promising
signs for a Rennais side whose
creativity and explosive attack
will certainly cause problems
for fellow group rivals Sevilla
and Chelsea.
Rennais will look to continue
this form on Friday, Oct. 23
when they host Angers SCO,
with fans looking forward to
a reenactment of the explosive
attack they saw Tuesday. Rennais currently sits third in the
table with 15 points, and will
need to win if it wants to keep
up with the likes of PSG and
LOSC Lille.
Olympique de Marseille will
be looking to bounce back after a disappointing 1-0 loss to
Greek side Olympiacos FC.

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM

Rio gold medalist Esposito
has 2nd chance to defend title
(AP) — Chloe Esposito announced in late January that a
“wonderful, unexpected surprise” had occurred and that
she wouldn’t be able to defend
her modern pentathlon title at
the Tokyo Olympics.
“My husband, Matt Cooper,
and I are bringing a mini Cooper into this world in August,”
Esposito said on social media.
“True to form, nothing ever
works out the way we plan it.
Defending my title will have
to wait another four years.
Can’t wait to be a mum.”
Less than two months later,
on March 24 to be exact, Esposito and thousands of other
Olympic athletes learned that
the Tokyo Games would be
postponed by a year until July
2021 because of the coronavirus pandemic. While for some
it meant more time to recover
from injuries, or a decision
to put off retirement for another year, Esposito realized
it might give her a second
chance to be in Tokyo next
year.
One good thing — for this
Australian athlete, at least —
to come out of the worldwide
sadness and madness.
“I actually don’t remember
where I was when the news
about the postponement came
out,” Esposito said in a telephone interview with The Associated Press from her home
in western Sydney. “I think I
was teaching some kids swimming. But I do remember
thinking that this will actually work in my favor.”
Esposito’s son, Ted, was
born on July 29, and she
proudly posted on Instagram
a photo of her and husband
Matt’s addition to the family
the following day.
So how’s it been since?
“I love it so much,” the
29-year-old Esposito said
of her life as a mother. “I’m
back into training, but only
started running a week ago.

Also some Pilates, gym and
swimming. I’m slowly building up.”
Still, she’s still uncertain
about Tokyo, even with the
delay.
“My plan was to come
back only if I was 100% fit,”
Esposito says. “Maybe I am
more looking toward 2024
(in Paris). They haven’t announced any qualifying
events for next year, and I
have to qualify.”
Part of the problem in her
return has been the distance
she has to travel in Sydney to
get to suitable training venues. The modern pentathlon
has five disciplines — swimming, fencing, equestrian
(show jumping) and a combined shooting and crosscountry running finale.
Her equestrian training is
40 minutes away and fencing
about the same.
That’s a lot different from
her previous training base in
Budapest, Hungary, where
she spent two years in advance of her 2016 Rio Olympics gold and about two
years following.
“It’s the best place for
training . . . modern pentathlon is so big there,” Esposito
said. “I credit Budapest and
Hungary with helping me
get gold in 2016.”
It certainly was a big win
in Rio four years ago after
Esposito finished seventh
in the same event at the 2012
London Olympics.
She went into the last event
— the running and shooting
discipline — at Rio in seventh place and overcame a
45-second handicap at the
start to win the gold medal,
setting an Olympic record of
1,372 points. She missed only
one target in the four series
of five shots and her final
combined time of 12 minutes,
10.19 seconds earned her the
gold.

In this Aug. 19, 2016 file photo, gold medal winner Chloe Esposito
of Australia competes in the equestrian portion of the women’s
modern pentathlon at the Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. PHOTO BY KIRSTY WIGGLESWORTH/AP

On hand to see her win was
her father and coach, Daniel
Esposito, who competed in
modern pentathlon for Australia at the 1984 Olympics in
Los Angeles, and her 23-yearold brother, Max, who made
his Olympic debut in the same
sport. Max Esposito has been
slowed by injuries and may
not be ready for Tokyo, but
Chloe says he hopes to be in
Paris in 2024.
“It would be great to have
us both in Paris, and with Ted

watching us,” Esposito said.
In the meantime, Esposito
continues to practice when
she can, and take the time to
experience some scenic Sydney beach walks with Ted in
his stroller.
And taking a pragmatic
approach about next year in
Tokyo.
“I’m slowly getting back
into it,” she told AP. “I’m still
not too sure, At times I feel
like a little bubble girl. So
we’ll see.”

Premier League
Preview: Big teams
equals big games
by Ty Reeves

CORRESPONDENT CAMPUS
ty.reeves@uconn.edu

Manchester
Chelsea

United

vs.

The Red Devils versus the
Blues. A classic match that sees a
clash between two of the world’s
most profound football clubs.
Both teams have had decent
starts to the 2020-21 campaign,
but both clubs are looking to hit
their peak form as we enter the
bulk of the season. Both managers are under a lot of pressure, so
winning these big-time games
can potentially cool their seats
down.
Manchester United are coming
off a huge win in the Champions
League against Paris Saint-Germain. The Red Devils traveled
away to Paris to face off against
the French league giants this past
Tuesday. Marcus Rashford once
again proved to be United’s savior
by scoring the winning goal late
on in the match. Defender Aaron Wan-Bissaka also received
a lot of praise after keeping Kylian Mbappe and Neymar “in his
pocket.” United will hope to win
against Chelsea as the club and
manager Ole Gunnar have been
criticized for their transfer window and their brutal loss against
Tottenham at Old Trafford.
Chelsea weren’t as lucky in
their mid-week Champions
League game as they scrapped
out a draw against Spanish team
Sevilla. In their last Premier
League match, they drew 2-2
against Southampton and currently sit in eighth with eight
points. Frank Lampard has
also been under fire as Chelsea
haven’t been playing their best.
They lack a true style of play,
and Lampard has yet to find a
formation and the players that
work best for him. With all their
new signings fit and the return of
Christian Pulisic, Chelsea look to
get the ball rolling before it’s too
late.
Arsenal Vs. Leicester
The Gunners face off against
the Foxes in a Premier League
top-five match up. Both teams
currently sit even with nine
points on the table with goal difference being the only thing that
sets the two apart. Both teams are
looking to finish in the top four
this season, so key matchups like
this will play a big impact down
the stretch.
Arsenal have gotten back to
their winning ways after falling short to Manchester City
in a close 1-0 match. The Gunners played in their first Europa
League match and took on Austrian team Rapid Wien in Austria. Arsenal walked away with a
2-1 win with Captain Pierre-Emmerick Aubameyang sealing the
deal for the club in the 74th minute. The club has faced scrutiny
after star Mesut Ozil was axed
from the Premier League roster
as it looks like his time at Arsenal
is coming to an end. Ozil hasn’t
played for the club in a competitive match since early January.
Manager Mikel Arteta and other
coaches have come out and said
it’s not due to Ozil’s work ethic,
so the decision to leave him out of
the club has left fans scratching
their heads. New signing Thomas Partey has made an impact on
the club and will feature against
the Foxes.
Leicester City are coming off a
tough loss to Aston Villa in their
last Premier League matchup.
The Foxes have had an up-anddown season with some key wins
and tough losses. The Foxes handled Manchester City easily after
a 5-2 dominating performance
a couple of weekends ago. They
then responded with a frustrating loss to Villa. It’s not easy to
hone in on the Foxes and their
performances every week in and
week out. One thing is for sure:
they will rely on leading goal
scorer Jamie Vardy to get on the
board as they look to take a crucial three points from Arsenal.
The last time these teams met,
the Gunners walked away with
a 2-0 win in the English Football
League Cup. Arsenal hopes the
game is a repeat of the last time,
while Leicester hopes to walk
away with a crucial away win.
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Throwback Photo of the Day | A team that always made a splash!

UConn Swimming and Diving put on a strong performance against SCSU at the Natatorium on October 9, 2019. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Bellator 249
MY EXPERIENCE ATTENDING

A FANLESS EVENT

by Mark Capel

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
mark.capel@uconn.edu

It was no f luke that MMA
was the first sport back after the COVID-19 pandemic
brought everything to a halt.
MMA is uniquely suited for
our “new normal” since it is a
1v1 sport and fighters are able
to train with a small number
of people. MMA quickly adopted the ideas of operating
in a bubble and frequent COVID-19 testing. Bellator has
strong ties to the Mohegan
Sun Casino in Uncasville,
Connecticut. So, it was not all
that surprising when Bellator
chose Mohegan Sun for its return.
I was able to cover their
most recent event, Bellator
249, in person. I arrived at
the Mohegan Sun on Tuesday
morning. I took a COVID-19
test and then went to my hotel room to quarantine for 24
hours. Through Zoom, I was
able to interview the fighters, who had been at the hotel
since the weekend. The next
morning, my test results came
back as negative, which allowed me to make trips back
and forth to the cafeteria. After being mostly locked up
in my room for two days, the
anticipation was building as
Thursday night’s event crept
closer. I dressed up in my suit
and donned my press pass.
When I arrived at the arena,
the Bellator public relations
team that I had dealt with all
week showed me to my seat,
which was socially distanced
from the other media members in attendance.
Before the pandemic, I was
a regular attendee of Bellator’s
events at Mohegan Sun, but
my experience at this event
was entirely different. For
starters, there were no fans
in attendance, and there were
numerous moments during
fights that the arena was engulfed by an eerie silence. The
major sources of sound were
the fighters’ coaches shouting instruction, the klaxon to
alert the referee and fighters
that there is 10 seconds left in
a round and the strikes of the
fighters. The fighters’ punches definitely echoed a bit more

than I was expecting, and
you knew when a hard blow
landed based on sound. Oddly enough, the loudest of the
sounds was the klaxon, and
it made me jump in my seat
several times. This is a sound
that would be hardly noticed
in a filled arena, but boomed
through the relative silence.
After each fight, I got to
interview the winning fighter backstage. This was not
something I was used to and I
found that I had to make small
changes to the way I watched
fights. You had to have questions ready for shortly after
the conclusion of a fight, but
since you couldn’t be sure of
the outcome, you had to be
making these questions for if
either fighter was the winner.
Overall, the atmosphere was
much more relaxed than I expected. The Bellator PR team
was extremely nice, and it was
really awesome to see Scott
Coker have the same authentic personality as he does on
television. When there was a
bit of a break between the end
of the prelims and beginning
of the main card, a few of us
watched baseball with Coker
on his laptop. Throughout the
night, I got to talk to the other
two media members in attendance, Keith Shillan of Sherdog and Nolan King of MMA
Junkie, about the fights and
their experiences covering
events. They were very supportive of me during my
first event, and were
happy to give me
some tips. During
the break before
the main card,
the three of
us went to
get snacks.
When a cashier made
the incredulous
comment that I
looked
too
young to be
with the media,
Shillan immediately stood up for
me and said that it
was my first event and
I was doing great. I look
forward to covering more Bellator events in the future.

Cris Cyborg defeats Arlene Blencowe at an eerily quiet
Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, CT.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY AUTHOR
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NFL games to watch Week 7
We’re a couple weeks from the halfway point of the season, and
guess who’s coming back? Antonio Brown. Yep, there are reports
that after his suspension is up after Week 8, the Seahawks, among
other teams, are interested in signing him. Would you believe that
is only the second-craziest news about a former superstar wide receiver making a comeback?
Well, it is, because on Thursday, Ian Rapoport reported the Ravens are close to bringing him onto their practice squad if “his
workout goes well and he passes a physical.” After two years out
of the league, the basically 32-year old former Cowboy MIGHT be
back in the league.
That’s all a couple of weeks away though, so let’s see what’s on tap
in a couple of days.

BEARS AT RAMS
I’ll be honest, I don’t know how this Bears team is 5-1. The Rams at
4-2 I get, they have a good, well-rounded team. But the Bears? Sure
the defense is really good, giving up the seventh-fewest yards and
points per game, but the offense just…sucks. Nick Foles is not the
answer, I’m sorry. Is he better than Trubisky? Absolutely, without
a doubt, never been so sure about anything in my life, 1000000%.
But he’s still not great. He’s mediocre, average at his best, and at
his worst, he’s just flat out awful. They’re getting it done somehow
though, hats off to them. This week though, their luck is going to
run out.
The Rams are a very good football team. Their defense is better
than the Bears’, giving up the fourth and fifth-fewest yards and
points per game, respectively. Their offense is top-ten in yards per
game, and while they’re only middle-of-the-pack in scoring the ball,
it’s still much better than Chicago.

SEAHAWKS AT CARDINALS

Prediction: A low scoring, defensive battle that has four combined turnovers (three from Foles) and ultimately ends with a Rams
win. 20-10, LA wins.

Seattle is just one of three remaining undefeated teams in the
league, along with the Tennessee Titans and the Pittsburgh Steelers. They’re the powerhouse of the NFC West, and, in perhaps the
most competitive division in football, have the most division titles
(not to mention the only Super Bowl victory) over the past decade.
Russell Wilson has a case for being the best QB in the NFL, and the
weapons around him are absolutely top-notch. The defense, while
the results haven’t quite been there, has the big names and the talent to step up when needed. Right now, I’d say they’re the best team
in the NFL.
Then there’s the Cardinals, the young, upstart team in the division that can make some serious noise. Sure, they still might be a
year or two out from being real Super Bowl contenders, but there’s
some real talent on this team, and it all starts with second-year
quarterback Kyler Murray. Aside from one three-pick game Week
3, he’s been great this season, averaging about 250 yards passing
with 1.7 touchdowns and 60 yards rushing with another touchdown
per week. Adding DeAndre Hopkins has made the offense deadly.
Pair that offense with a defense that’s giving up the second-fewest
points per game, and you have a team that, when they’re firing on
all cylinders, can beat anyone in the league.

PACKERS AT TEXANS
Green Bay got absolutely embarrassed last week by the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, so I could not be more excited to see their revenge
week. The whole team, but specifically Aaron Rodgers, is going to
be MAD, so I just feel bad for the Texans. Don’t get me wrong, the
Texans are a solid team. I know they’re 1-5 this season, but they’re
better than their record shows, especially now with Bill O’Brien out
the door. Deshaun Watson is a legitimate superstar; the rest of the
team around him though…isn’t.
They’re going to put up somewhat of a fight, at least offensively,
but I just don’t see Rodgers and the Packers offense getting stopped
— or even slowed down for that matter.

Prediction: I’m going bold and saying the Seahawks finally lose
a game. I don’t know exactly how it will go down, but I just feel it
coming. The Cardinals are a good team, and everyone, including
the Seahawks, slip up eventually. The only team that didn’t was the
1972 Miami Dolphins. 31-27, Cards win.

Prediction: The Packers put up 40-plus and the Texans just
can’t keep up. 45-31, Green Bay wins.

UFC 254: The Eagle vs. The Highlight
by Mark Capel
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On Saturday, we finally
arrive at the title unification fight that’s been brewing since May. When Justin
Gaethje steamrolled through
top contender Tony Ferguson to win the interim lightweight belt, a future matchup
with Khabib Nurmagomedov
was all but written in stone.
Through his stif ling wrestling and commanding top
control, the undefeated Nurmagomedov has become one
of the, if not the most, dominant MMA fighters of all
time. He has never had a bad
performance, and except for
a fight against Gleison Tibau
early in his UFC career, he
has always looked on a different level compared to his
competition. His opponent,
Gaethje, had nothing but good
to say of him, and on media
day, when Dana White asked
the rhetorical question of how
many rounds people thought
Khabib lost in his career, Gaethje quickly answered, “one,
but I would say none.”
When Gaethje was signed
to the UFC in 2017, he was
considered one of the top
fighters outside of the UFC.
This respect was shown when
he was featured in the main
event for his UFC debut. The
only other fighter I can think
of to also have that honor is
Ronda Rousey. Gaethje was
undefeated in 16 fights and
had defended his belt six
times with the World Series
of Fighting. In his UFC debut,
Gaethje lived up to the hype
and knocked out the then No.
5 ranked Michael Johnson.
Gaethje is coached by Trevor Wittman, and trains with
the likes of welterweight
champ Kamaru Usman and
former strawweight champ
Rose Namajunas. After his
debut, Gaethje suffered back

UFC 254: Khabib vs. Gaethje airs live at the Flash Forum, Dhabi, United Arab Emriates on October 24, 2020. UFC President Dana
White announced Nurmagomedov’s return to mixed martial arts on Tuesday.
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to back stoppage losses to Eddie Alvarez and Dustin Poirier. In both of these defeats
and in his debut, Gaethje
was seen wildly entering exchanges and was more than
willing to take a punch to give
one. Fans became concerned
with his style and analysts
wondered if he should retire
rather than take additional
brain damage. This was not
the top tier lightweight that
many originally expected
would one day face Nurmagomedov.
Wittman and Gaethje will
now say that these two losses
were due to Gaethje becoming more concerned with entertaining the audience than

sticking to his fundamentals.
Gaethje has hands that can
put anyone out, cardio that
will allow him to keep pressure throughout the fight and
kicks that have wowed every
opponent he has faced. Gaethje made changes to his style
that mainly involved better
risk management, and so far,
this has led to him keeping
those two losses as the only
setbacks of his career.
This is a matchup that has
long been regarded as the
perfect pairing for Nurmagomedov, who knows that
Gaethje was a Division I AllAmerican wrestler and admits that this means he will
likely have to work a lot hard-

er for his takedowns. On the
other hand, Gaethje’s kicks
compromise his opponents,
but he will have to be careful
when throwing them against
Nurmagomedov, in order
to defend against the takedowns. When asked for how
they think Nurmagomedov
can be beaten, the response
of fight fans is usually that
it would take an elite striker,
but the issue always ends up
being that the striker cannot
keep the fight standing. Gaethje should be able to defend
a significant amount of Nurmagomedov’s
takedowns.
Nurmagomedov knows this
but says he looks forward to
showing the world the dif-

ference between an American and Dagestani wrestler.
Gaethje knows that Nurmagomedov will be able to get
the fight to the ground, but
hopes to remain composed
and bite down on his mouthpiece to keep the fight standing as much as possible.
The two possible outcomes
of this Saturday are both
historic in nature: Gaethje
knocks out Nurmagomedov to
end his undefeated reign, or a
Nurmagomedov win sets up a
fight with George St-Pierre to
determine the greatest UFC
fighter of all time. The main
card will begin at 2:00 p.m.
EST and is only available on
pay per view.
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Athlete Spotlight: Genevieve Florig
by Hanaisha Lewis |
Hanaisha Lewis (DC): When
did you start playing volleyball?
Genevieve Florig: I started
playing volleyball in seventh
grade. I was really, really bad.
I tried out for the school team.
There was like an A team and a B
team. If you were on the A team,
then you’re like better than everybody, but if you’re on the B team
then it’s like the team that’s worse.
I got put on the B team and I basically didn’t take it seriously at all
because I was like, “Oh it’s just
the B team, it’s fun.” I would mess
around all practice long. I had so
much fun doing that that I was
like “Oh my God, I want to do this
forever,” so after that I got moved
from the B team to the A team in
the middle of the season. I think
it’s only because I was tall. I was
really excited that I got moved up,
then I started training more competitively. I joined a club team the
year after that. The first couple
of practices I would leave crying
every time because I was so bad,
but a lot of people really believed
in me. I got a lot of encouragement
to stick with it and keep pursuing it, especially from my dad, so
I did. Once I got over that hurdle
of it being really hard and me being underdeveloped compared to
the other kids, then I had a breakthrough and I was more receptive
to coaching. That’s where I started, and here I am 10 years later.
HL: How has it shaped you into
the person that you are today?
GF: When I first started playing, I was very timid. I didn’t really stick up for myself or have the
confidence to be a good player. I
started to come into myself – in
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person it almost felt like society
was telling me not to be that person, so I really feel like volleyball
was an outlet in that way too.

did research on different careers
and things I might be interested
in to help me prepare for the future.

HL: What is your favorite
thing to do in your free time?
GF: I really like to cook. It’s so
exhilarating putting together an
extravagant meal and then at the
end it tastes so good.
Learning new recipes and stuff is so
fun.

HL: What is your major and
what do you plan on doing with it?
GF: My undergrad I majored
in sport management and I loved
it so much that I decided to pursue my master’s [degree] in sport
management as well, so I’m currently in my first year of the master’s program. I want to do player
management, so handle the affairs
of professional athletes.

HL:
What
is your go-to
meal?
GF: I really
like shrimp alfredo.
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athletics there is a lot of character
building that happens – and what
happened for me is I started gaining a lot of confidence in my abilities, as a volleyball player and as a
person. I also started having this
really competitive side to myself
and it took over everything in my
life. I started being competitive in
the classroom, on the court, in all
aspects of my life. I need to win.
There’s a lot of different things
you could say about it like, teamwork, leadership and things like

that. I think all are qualities that
you learn through playing volleyball or any sport really. For me
that’s where I developed, really
that confidence piece was big. In
life in general, there’s a lot of gender barriers where you feel like
you have to act a certain way to
fit into feminine standards, but
through volleyball I felt like there
weren’t those barriers. So I could
be loud, strong and powerful and
that was okay, but if I tried to go
outside of volleyball and be that

HL: How’d you spend most of
your time during the pandemic?
GF: I spent a lot of time doing
self-reflection. I really felt like
being in a pandemic and being
in quarantine was a really good
time to work on myself because
I had so much free time. I spent
a lot of time reading, meditating,
learning about myself, but also I
did a lot of stuff for my organization, working to develop it. I also

HL: When you were younger
what did you want to be when you
grew up?
GF: Honestly, I had never
known exactly what I wanted to
do with my life. I just remember
growing up knowing that I wanted to make a lot of money. Growing up, I never had a lot of things.
My family did not have money. I
would get all of my clothes from
a second-hand store and I was so
humiliated by it. Thank God for
my parents, they gave me everything that I have and not to say
that I’m not grateful for that, but
from experience I would never
want my children to have to go
through that. So I was always like
“I don’t care what I do as long as I
make a lot of money and I can give
my children everything that they
need.” I never knew exactly what
I wanted to do, but I knew that I
wanted to create a better life for
my future and the ones who come
after me as well.

For more of the story
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World Series Recap: Rays even Series in Game 2
by Jonathan Synott

JONATHAN.SYNOTT@UCONN.EDU
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

A lesson was learned by
the Rays in Game 2: If you
keep the Dodgers silent for
long enough, they are a beatable team. Vengeance was
achieved on Wednesday night
as the Tampa Bay Rays beat
the LA Dodgers 6-4, tying the
series up at one.
Tony Gonsolin got the start
for the Dodgers and was shaken up a bit early as Brandon
Lowe took him deep on the
second at-bat of the game, giving the Rays a 1-0 lead. Gonsolin only lasted 1.1 innings, as
manager Dave Roberts gave
the ball to Dylan Floro. In the
second, with Manuel Margot
on third base, the Dodgers
set up a brilliant shift that
caught Margot going for home
on contact. This smart tactic
kept the lead at one.
The Rays offense would not
be kept at bay forever, though,
as a two RBI double from Joey
Wendle in the fourth inning,
followed by another home run
off the bat of Lowe in the fifth,
gave the Rays a commanding
5-0 lead.
At this point in the game,
Blake Snell had put on a stellar performance in the biggest
game of his life. The mighty
Dodgers offense had been put
to sleep, as Snell hadn’t allowed a single hit, let alone

a run, through four innings,
while striking out nine batters.
Unfortunately for Snell, LA
had caught on to his rhythm by
the fifth, as No. 9 batter Chris
Taylor hit a two run shot to
right, followed by a Corey Seager single, which gave Kevin
Cash enough reason to take
him out of the game. His final
statline still boasted only two
earned runs on two hits.
The next inning, the Rays
were fired up, with singles
from Ji-Man Choi and Margot,
followed by a deep sacrifice
f ly by Wendle to increase the
lead to four runs. In the bottom
of the sixth, Will Smith took
a low curveball deep to left to
make the game 6-3. Still chipping away in the eighth, Seager
put one out to center to make it
a two run ballgame. That blast
by Seager was his seventh of
the playoffs, breaking a record
for most homers by a shortstop
in the postseason.
Following that home run in
the eighth was a Justin Turner
double with no outs in the inning. With chances to tie the
game, or at least come within
one right there, the Dodgers
saw Max Muncy and Smith f ly
out and line out, respectively.
Cash decided to make a pitching change at that point to put
in Aaron Loup, up against the
2019 MVP in Cody Bellinger. It
was the right decision, as he got
Bellinger looking at a 95 mph
fastball right down the middle

to end the inning.
That was the last real
chance for LA all game, as
the Rays’ pitching combo
of Loup and Diego Castillo
made quick work of
the bottom of the order to retire the side
and even the series at
one apiece. For a series that
was supposed to be coming
up all Dodgers, the Rays
have let everyone know they
aren’t going down without
a fight. They hope to snag
another win in Game
3, where Charlie
Morton is set to
face off against
W a l k e r
Buehler.
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