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Election 2020
Weekend
Breakdown:
How Joe
Biden reached
270, and what
happens next

UConn turns
over bus
operations,
cutting
down costs
and adding
electric buses

by Rachel Philipson

by Amanda Kilyk

STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

The 2020 Democratic candidate, Joseph Biden, won
the presidential election after Pennsylvania gave him
20 electoral votes Saturday at
11:25 a.m. EST, according to
The Associated Press.
This victory will make Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris the first woman and the
first woman of color as vice
president, according to The
New York Times.
The Daily Campus breaks
down exactly what happened
from Friday, Nov. 6 to Sunday
Nov. 8.
Friday, Nov. 6: (All times
reported are in EST)
12:52 a.m.
The Secret Service is sending reinforcements to Wilmington, Del., to help protect
Joe Biden and his family, according to The Washington
Post.
5:27 a.m.
According to CNN, Joe
Biden took the lead in Georgia
over President Donald Trump
with 99% of the state vote
count reported. Trump, currently at 214 electoral votes,
needs Georgia’s 16 electoral
votes to maintain his chance
of reelection.

See ELECTION, p. 3
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President-elect and former Vice President Joe Biden gestures on stage after speaking to a
crowd on Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020, in Wilmington, Del.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW HARNIK/POOL VIA AP PHOTO

UConn students react to the
2020 presidential election
by Jennifer Tomaj
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jennifer.tomaj@uconn.edu

and Amanda Kilyk
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amanda.kilyk@dailycampus.com

Last week, University of Connecticut students reacted to President-elect Joe Biden’s win in the
2020 election with a variety of
emotions, including both excitement and relief.
Biden
defeated
President
Donald Trump with a decisive
290 electoral votes compared to
Trump’s 214 votes, according to
the Associated Press on Saturday.
The election was not decided until
Saturday due to high voter turnout and a high volume of mail-in
ballots.
Thendral Nagarajan, a thirdsemester student majoring in biological sciences, was excited that
Biden had won the presidency, but
was concerned Trump received
the amount of votes that he did.

“I’m super happy that Joe
Biden won the election, however, I was surprised about how
many states on the map ended
up being red,” Nagarajan said.
“I’m ecstatic that Joe Biden
won but am disappointed in the
country because of how close
the counts were.”

“I’m ecstatic that Joe
Biden won but am
disappointed in the
country because of
how close the counts
were.”
THENDRAL NAGARAJAN

Nagarajan was also disappointed in Trump’s response
to Biden’s victory, since Trump
has yet to concede the election
and has baselessly claimed the
election was riddled with fraudulent ballots.

UConn Extension program
receives USDA-NIFA grant to
help beginning farmers prosper
by Jake Kelly

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

University of Connecticut Extension, which is part of the College of Agriculture, Health and
Natural Resources (CAHNR),
will begin issuing the grant Solid
Ground 2: Weaving Together Expert Training and Peer Networks
for Sustained Beginner and Advanced-Beginner Farmer Success in Connecticut, this winter.

Stacey Stearns said
beginning farmers and
ranchers have unique
needs for education,
training and technical
assistance.
Solid Ground 2 builds off the
Solid Ground Training Program, which aims to close the
skill gaps with beginner farmers through training. The project is three years and funded at
$525,000.

For more...

UConn’s College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources is
home to UConn Extension, which is starting a new program for
beginner farmers. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Stacey Stearns, program
specialist, said beginning
farmers and ranchers have
unique needs for education,
training and technical assistance. For those within their
first 10 years of operation, it
is vital they have access to
capital, land and knowledge
to help improve their operations’ profitability and sustainability.
dailycampus.com

Early-stage and advancedlevel beginners are seen as the
two groups of beginning farmers. Around 52% of beginner
farmers have been running a
farm from six to 10 years, making them advanced-level beginners. The rest, having five years
or less of experience, would be
considered early-stage.

See FARMING, p. 2
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“Now that Biden has won,
Trump is being a sore loser and
a ‘man child’ by throwing tantrums and isn’t being respectful
and supportive of Biden,” Nagarajan said.
UConn College Republicans
President Thomas Heuschkel
encouraged his fellow Republicans to respond to the results
with dialogue and peaceful protest, and discouraged rioting.
“Unless deemed otherwise by
the court of law, all votes matter
and should be counted appropriately,” Heuschkel said in a release. “The sanctity and integrity of our republic depends on it.
As Americans, we must respect
and uphold the will of the people
even when it is not in our favor.”
Nicholas Juricic, a seventhsemester math major, said that
this was the most “riveting”
election he’s seen.

Last month, the University of Connecticut decided to
turn over on-campus bus operations to state and regional
transportation officials in order to save money and include
a couple of electric buses to
on-campus routes, according
to University Spokesperson
Stephanie Reitz.
The plan partners UConn
with the Connecticut Department of Transportation (DOT)
and the Windham Regional
Transit District (WRTD).
Transferring bus operations
allows the university to save
money on operation and repair costs, Reitz said in a
UConn Today article.

Transferring bus
operations allows the
university to save
money on operation
and repair costs,
Reitz said in a
UConn Today article.
According to the Board of
Trustees’ meeting notes from
Oct. 28, this partnership benefits both UConn and DOT
as it helps further the DOT’s
goal to transition the state’s
transportation completely to
electric.

See REACTIONS, p. 2

See BUSES, p. 2

Health Beat: UConn professor
studies social media’s role in
gun violence prevention
by Conner Caridad

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
conner.caridad@uconn.edu

Earlier this fall, University
of Connecticut School of Social
Work professor Dr. Caitlin Elsaesser became one of the first
federally funded researchers to
study gun violence prevention
in over two decades, according
to UConn Today.
According to Quartz Magazine, United States lawmakers
passed the Dickey Amendment
in 1996, which prohibited the
use of federal funds to research
gun violence prevention in the
U.S. However, legislators reversed that decision in 2019, and
this year the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
awarded $8 million to 16 recipients across the country to study
gun violence and firearm injury
prevention.
Elsaesser received a two-year,
$250,000 K01 award from the
CDC, which is a mentored grant
designed to educate future generations of research leaders.
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“I am honored to be a part
of this groundbreaking group
of CDC grantees that recognizes the public health crisis of firearm violence in the
U.S.,” Elsaesser told UConn
Today.

“I am honored to
be a part of this
groundbreaking group
of CDC grantees that
recognizes the public
health crisis of firearm
violence in the U.S.”
DR. CAITLIN ELSAESSER

Elsaesser started her research earlier this semester
into the social phenomena of
cyberbullying and “cyberbanging” — a phenomenon
that occurs when social media serves as a virtual platform for youth conf licts to
escalate into real, in-person
violence.

See GUNS, p. 2

Tweet of the Day
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What happened to Trump’s
silent majority?

Some spooky student events
were postponed to November

Recapping Matchday 8 in the
Premier League

@sarahwillen
Much gratitude to the Society for
Humanistic Anthropology for this
afternoon’s celebration -- of the
intensity of words, and their capacity to
bring ethnographic insight alive.
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Students share thoughts UConn Extension
upgrades beginner
on election results
REACTIONS, cont. from p. 1
“It went on for days, and actually there are still people
who think it’s not over,” Juricic
said in an email. “I don’t really
blame them although I don’t
particularly agree with them
either.”
While he questioned the legitimacy of this election, he said
Trump’s reaction to his defeat
has been “disgraceful, not really
as a world leader or anything
but simply as a person.”
Adriana Alvez, a senior majoring in political science, felt a
great sense of relief that Biden
had won the presidency that
will bring Donald Trump’s administration out of office after
four long years.
“Donald Trump, his ideology
and his administration brought
so much violence and harm to

our entire country,” Alvez said.
“We couldn’t go on with him as
president for another four years.
Joe Biden is a sigh of relief. He is
a man of character, honor and
integrity, everything Trump is
not.”
Alvez celebrates this victory
but acknowledges the fight is
not over yet. While the election
has been called, Trump continues to challenge the outcome of
the election and its integrity reminding Alvez that her activism
in this election must strongly
continue.
“We can’t stop our organizing
and our activism just because
we won,” Alvez said. “We have
to keep fighting, always. I am
beyond elated that I can call Joe
Biden and Kamala Harris president and vice president-elect!”
Lena Verard, a senior double
majoring in French and biology,
is overjoyed that Biden had won

the presidency, but is left feeling
anguished over the number of
people that did vote for Trump
despite him losing the election.
“It has been really stressful
watching this election while
also having to study for exams,”
Verard said. “Watching people I
know vote for Trump made me
realize how much hatred there
is in our world for people to side
with racism, homophobia and
bigotry.”
Verard is reassured there is
hope for the country now that
Biden is elected as president.
Verard believes this win will
start the recovery process for
the nation when Biden begins
his term as president.
“Biden winning the presidency has restored my faith in
humanity,” Verard said. “I feel
like we can only go up from here
once his term as president of the
United States begins.”

farmer training
with USDA grant

UConn Extension, part of UConn’s College of Agriculture, Health
and Natural Sciences, will be revamping its beginner farmer
training after receiving a USDA grant. IMAGE COURTESY OF @UCONNEXTENSION ON FACEBOOK

FARMING, cont. from p. 1

UConn partners with
Department of Transportation

UConn is transferring campus bus services over to Windham Region Transit District (WRTD). As
a result of this change, on-campus bus services will now be controlled by WRTD, while the diesel
buses will be handed over to the Connecticut Department of Transportation. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

BUSES, cont. from p. 1
For UConn, the DOT will
help maximize the state grant
given by the state Department
of Energy and Environmental
Protection (DEEP) in 2018. The
grant, worth $1.3 million, was
given in order to purchase two
electric buses and a charging
infrastructure, according to Reitz.
“It was then that UConn
learned that only DOT possessed the technical expertise
and proficiencies needed to
maximize benefits of that grant
award,” Reitz said.
According to Reitz, the DOT
will be responsible for maintaining and replacing UConn’s
19 full size passenger buses.
“The DOT will subsequently
be responsible for maintaining and replacing those buses,”

Reitz said. “The DOT plans to
gradually replace the remaining low-sulfur diesel buses of
UConn’s former fleet with fully
electric transit buses, a project
that otherwise would have cost
UConn more than $3 million
annually over the next several
years.”
The transfer will also call for
the DOT to provide two electric
buses for WRTD’s use within
the UConn service area, Reitz added. DOT will also help
UConn install charging stations
at both UConn and WRTD’s
maintenance facility.
According to Dwight Atherton, associate director of parking services at UConn, conversations about this agreement
began last year.
“Although the University has
a long history of working collaboratively with CT DOT and
WRTD, the meetings series
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that ultimately resulted in the
current agreement started in
June 2019,” Atherton said in an
email.
Reitz said that students will
have normal access to all campus and regional bus routes
without interruption or additional cost.
Atherton also noted that these
changes will most likely not be
of major concern to students.
“Despite the agreement’s
breadth and complexity, the
HuskyGo merger with the
WRTD is likely to go unnoticed
by many students. HuskyGo
shuttles will continue to circulate our Storrs campus for the
remainder of this academic year
without change or interruption
to service,” Atherton said. “Of
course, service changes to accommodate physical distancing
and on-campus construction
projects will continue.”

“The new grant leverages
the capacity, talent and integrity of partner organizations to meet the needs of
beginning farmers that were
unmet through our Solid
Ground training in previous
years,” said Jiff Martin, the
Extension Educator leading
the project. “We also intend
to help address the very real
barrier of finding farmland
for new and beginning farmers, including the unique
challenges created by structural racism when farmers of
color seek farmland.”
The plan for the next few
years involves networking,
continued education in agriculture and entrepreneurship
and infrastructure projects
farmers can adopt, saving
them money at a stage where
all income earned on the farm
is crucial.
Cost-saving techniques are
valuable to beginner farmers, as they bring in $97 million in product sales, yet only
32% can farm full time—79%

UConn professor to
investigate effects of social
media on gun violence
GUNS, cont. from p. 1
In collaboration with a
youth agency for low income
communities in Hartford
called COMPASS that offers
crisis intervention counseling services to at-risk youth,
Elsaesser hopes to learn how
social media can actually be
used as a tool to reach out to
youth and address potential
conf lict, soliciting communi-
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depend on off farm-income at
varying levels.
The UConn Extension program understands the obstacles facing the Connecticut farming community. The
large majority of farming is
part-time and seasonal, but
are typically not at a scale to
support multiple employees
with fair wages and benefits.
In the future, UConn Extension will partner with other programs and serve largely
as a communications role,
providing support to initiatives. Agriculture mechanic
training, grassroots organizing led by people of color providing urban farming training in Bridgeport, Hartford
and New Haven and events
connecting farmers to land
are some of these intended
initiatives.
There is an emphasis on
amplifying the voices of people of color, who have historically lacked opportunities
and representation within agriculture.
For more information on
UConn Extension, go to their
website.
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ty participation in the study’s
focus groups.
Researchers have studied
cyberbullying on social media, and some research has
even been done into how social media can be used as a
tool to address youth mental
health in general, but never
before has anyone like Elsaesser looked at social media
as a possible solution to the
specific issues of cyberbanging and gun violence.
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Timeline: Biden becomes president-elect
ELECTION, cont. from p. 1
At the present moment, the
races in Arizona, Georgia, Nevada, Pennsylvania, Alaska
and North Carolina are too
close to call, according to CNN.
The Associated Press called
Arizona for Biden at 2:50 a.m.
EST Wednesday after a ballot
analysis concluded that Trump
couldn’t catch up with the remaining uncounted ballots.
6:33 a.m.
Philadelphia City Commissioner Al Schmidt said Pennsylvania is still counting ballots. There are about 50,000
mail-in ballots to still be counted, according to CNN.
8:20 a.m
Georgia’s Gwinnett County spokesman Joe Sorenson
told CNN that the county has
finished counting more than
4,000 absentee ballots.
9:10 a.m.
Joe Biden has taken the lead
in Pennsylvania, according to
CNN.
10:03 a.m.
A lawyer for the Trump campaign released a statement saying “this election is not over,”
according to The Washington
Post. Matt Morgan, the Trump
campaign’s general counsel,
said fraudulent voting has led
to Biden’s lead and Trump
would prevail in Arizona, without citing evidence.
11:04 a.m.
Georgia Secretary of State
Brad Raffensberger said Georgia will likely head to a recount
due to the small margin, according to CBS News.
11:32 a.m.
Biden’s lead in Arizona
shrinks, according to The
Washington Post. Biden has
approximately 50% of the vote,
compared to Trump’s 48.58%.
12:32 p.m.
Biden’s lead in Nevada doubled, according to The Washington Post.
6:25 p.m.
President Trump tweeted
“I had such a big lead in all of
these states late into election
night, only to see the leads miraculously disappear as the

days went by. Perhaps these
leads will return as our legal
proceedings move forward!”
10:20 p.m.
Two Republican candidates
for Congress did not produce
evidence of wrongdoing in a
lawsuit challenging Nevada’s
procedure for tallying mail-in
ballots, according to Bloomberg. U.S. District Judge Andrew Gordon denied their request for an injunction.
10:45 p.m.* (Time is approximate)
Joe Biden spoke from Wilmington, Delaware telling Americans to have faith in the system
and to stay patient while all the
votes are counted, according to
ABC News. He said “we’re going to win this race.”
Saturday, Nov. 7: (All
times reported are in EST)
10:19 a.m.
A Philadelphia city official
told CNN that between 2,000
and 3,000 ballots should be
counted by noon.
10:30 a.m.* (Time is approximate)
President Trump arrived at
Trump National Golf Club in
Sterling, Virgina, according to
CNN.
10:36 a.m.
President Trump tweeted “I
WON THIS ELECTION, BY A
LOT!”
11:00 a.m.
President Trump’s legal team
held a press conference at Four
Seasons Total Landscaping
in Philadelphia to discuss alleged examples of voter fraud,
according to The New York
Times.
11:24 a.m.
CNN’s Wolf Blitzer called
the race for Joe Biden after it
was projected that Biden would
win Pennsylvania’s 20 electoral
votes, making Biden receive a
total of 273 electoral votes. This
was the first on-air call, according to The Washington Post.
“After four long tense days,
we’ve reached a historic moment in this election. We can
now project the winner of the
presidential race. CNN projects
Joseph R. Biden Jr. is elected
the 46th president of the United States, winning the White

House and denying President
Trump a second term,” Blitzer
said. “We’re able to make this
projection because CNN projects Biden wins Pennsylvania.”

to people in the streets. Newsweek reports that hundreds
of critics held up their middle
fingers and screamed while he
passed by.

11:25 a.m./ 11:26 a.m.
The Associated Press, NBC,
CBS, MSNBC and ABC officially projected the election for
Joe Biden.

4:30 p.m.
CNN projected that President
Trump will win one of Maine’s
four electoral votes, while
Biden will win the other three.

11:34 a.m.
The Washington Post made
the call that Biden was projected to win Pennsylvania and the
presidency.

5:52 p.m.
President Trump tweeted
“THE OBSERVERS WERE
NOT
ALLOWED
INTO
THE COUNTING ROOMS. I
WON THE ELECTION, GOT
71,000,000 LEGAL VOTES.
BAD THINGS HAPPENED
WHICH OUR OBSERVERS
WERE NOT ALLOWED TO
SEE. NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE. MILLIONS OF MAILIN BALLOTS WERE SENT
TO PEOPLE WHO NEVER
ASKED FOR THEM!”

11:57 a.m.* (Time is approximate)
President Trump said in a
statement from his campaign
that the race was “far from
over” and the campaign’s legal
battle will begin Monday, according to CNN.
11:55 a.m.
Vice President-elect Harris
tweeted “This election is about
so much more than @JoeBiden
or me. It’s about the soul of
America and our willingness to
fight for it. We have a lot of work
ahead of us. Let’s get started.”
11:59 a.m.* (Time is approximate)
President-elect Biden issued a statement saying he is
“honored and humbled by the
trust the American people have
placed in me and in Vice President-elect Harris.”
12:20 p.m.* (Time is approximate)
Americans across the country started to flood the streets
to celebrate President-elect
Biden. CNN noted celebrations
in New York City, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Washington D.C.
and Atlanta.
1:19 p.m.
President-elect Biden and
Vice President-elect Harris
changed their Twitter bios to
include their new titles.
2:11 p.m.
CNN projects that Biden will
win Nevada, bringing his electoral vote total to 279.
3:13 p.m.
President Trump’s motorcade arrived back at the White
House from his golf course, according to NBC Washington.
His motorcade was delayed due

7:42 p.m.
President-elect Biden is planning to sign a series of executive
orders Jan. 20 after begin sworn
in, according to The Washington Post. He will rejoin the
Paris climate accords, reverse
Trump’s withdrawal from the
World Health Organization,
repeal the ban on almost all
travel from some Muslim-majority countries and reinstate
the “dreamers” program. The
article also states that Biden is
planning to set up a coronavirus task force on Monday.
8:36 p.m.
President-elect Biden and
Vice President-elect Harris
spoke at the Chase Center in
Biden’s hometown of Wilmington, Delaware. In Harris’
speech, she thanked American
voters and addressed what it
meant to be the first woman to
become vice president-elect in
the U.S.
“Because every little girl
watching tonight sees that this
is a country of possibilities and
to the children of our country
regardless of your gender, our
country has sent you a clear
message: Dream with ambition,
lead with conviction, and see
yourselves in a way that others
may not simply because they’ve
never seen it before. But know
that we will applaud you every
step of the way,” Harris said.
8:43 p.m.
President-elect Biden said in

his speech that he is “humbled
by the trust and confidence you
have placed in me.” He said it is
time for unity and to restore the
soul of America.
“Tonight the whole world is
watching America, and I believe that at our best, America is
a beacon for the globe. We will
lead not only by the example of
our power, but by the power of
our example,” Biden said.
Sunday, Nov. 8: (All times
reported are in EST)
2:08 a.m.
CNN reports that Kushner
has approached Trump with
conceding the election and first
lady Melania Trump has advised Trump to accept the loss.
9:33 a.m.
Trump campaign spokesman, Jason Miller, tweeted saying the CNN article is not true.
“This story is not true. Given
undetermined electoral outcomes in multiple states and serious voting irregularities and
lack of transparency in others,
Jared has advised @realDonaldTrump to pursue all available legal remedies to ensure
accuracy,” @JasonMillerinDC
tweeted.
11:23 a.m.* (Time is appropriate)
Former Georgia gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams
said she believes Biden will still
win the state of Georgia after
the recount, according to CNN.
11:26 a.m.
The Biden transition team
releases a new website, BuildBackBetter.com, and new social media channels, @transition46, on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram, according to
NBC News.
1:45 p.m.
First lady Melania Trump
tweeted “The American people
deserve fair elections. Every
legal - not illegal - vote should
be counted. We must protect
our democracy with complete
transparency.”
2:15 p.m.
CNN said in an article last
updated at 2:15 p.m Sunday saying it “stands by its reporting.”
The Daily Campus will continue to report on the outcome
of the 2020 election.

Eta strikes Florida Keys; expected to become hurricane

A normally bustling Ocean Drive is shown during a downpour,
Sunday, Nov. 8, 2020, on Miami Beach in Florida. A strengthening
Tropical Storm Eta cut across Cuba on Sunday, and forecasters
say it’s likely to be a hurricane before hitting the Florida Keys
Sunday night or Monday. PHOTO BY WILFREDO LEE/AP

HAVANA (AP) — A strengthening Tropical Storm Eta made
landfall on Florida’s Lower Matecumbe Key on Sunday night, days
after leaving scores of dead and
over 100 missing in Mexico and
Central America.
The U.S. National Hurricane
Center in Miami declared hurricane and storm surge warnings
for the Keys from Ocean Reef to
the Dry Tortugas, including Florida Bay.

Florida
officials
closed
beaches, ports and COVID
testing sites, shut down public transportation and urged
residents to stay off the street.
Several shelters also opened
in Miami and the Florida Keys
for residents in mobile homes
and low lying areas. Broward
County also shut down inperson schooling Monday and
Miami seemed poised to do the
same.
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On Sunday night, authorities in Lauderhill, Florida, responded to a report of a car that
had driven into a canal. Photos
taken by fire units on the scene
about 30 miles (48 kilometers)
north of Miami showed rescuers searching what appeared to
be flooded waters near a parking lot.
Firefighters pulled one person from a car and took the
patient to a hospital in critical
condition, according to a statement from Lauderhill Fire’s
public information officer. Responders were continuing to
search for others.
Eta had maximum sustained
winds of 65 mph (100 kph) on
Sunday night and was centered
about 30 miles (45 kilometers)
east-northeast of Marathon,
Florida, and 70 miles (115 kilometers) east-northeast of Key
West. It was moving westnorthwest at 14 mph (22 kph).
The storm swelled rivers and
flooded coastal zones in Cuba,
where 25,000 had been evacuated. But there were no reports
of deaths.
Eta earlier hit Cuba even as
searchers in Guatemala were
still digging for people believed
buried by a massive, rain-fueled landslide. Authorities on
Sunday raised the known death
toll there to 27 from 15 and said
more than 100 were missing in
Guatemala, many of them in
the landslide in San Cristobal
Verapaz.
Some 60,000 people had
been evacuated in Guatemala.
At least 20 people also were
reported dead in southern
Mexico and local officials in

Honduras reported 21, though
the national disaster agency
had confirmed only eight.
Pope Francis on Sunday
spoke about the population
of Central America, hit “by a
violent hurricane, which has
caused many victims and huge
damage, worsened as well by
the already difficult situation
due to the pandemic.” Speaking to faithful gathered in St.
Peter’s Square, Francis prayed
that “the Lord welcome the deceased, comfort their families
and sustain all those so tried, as
well as all those who are doing
their best to help them.”
In Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis declared a state of emergency Saturday for eight counties
at the end of the state as Eta
approached, urging residents
to stock up on supplies. South
Florida started emptying ports
and a small number of shelters
opened in Miami and the Florida Keys for residents in mobile
homes and low-lying areas.
Miami-Dade County declared a state of emergency
Friday night and also warned a
flood watch would be in effect
through Tuesday night.
Further south in the Keys,
officials were monitoring the
storm closely, but had no plans
yet to evacuate tourists or residents. They urged residents to
secure their boats and encouraged visitors to consider altering plans until Eta had passed.
Eta initially hit Nicaragua
as a Category 4 hurricane, and
authorities from Panama to
Mexico were still surveying the
damages following days of torrential rains during the week.

In Guatemala, search teams
first had to overcome multiple landslides and deep mud
just to reach the site where
officials have estimated some
150 homes were devastated.
In the worst-hit village,
Quejá, at least five bodies
have been pulled from the
mud. The Indigenous community of about 1,200 residents consisted of simple
homes of wood and tin roofs
clinging to the mountainside.
Rescue workers used a helicopter to evacuate survivor
Emilio Caal, who said he lost
as many as 40 family members and relatives. Caal, 65,
suffered a dislocated shoulder when the landslide sent
rocks, trees and earth hurtling onto the home where he
was about to sit down to lunch
with his wife and grandchildren. Caal said he was blown
several yards (meters) by the
force of the slide, and that
none of the others were able
to get out.
“My wife is dead, my grandchildren are dead,” said Caal
from a nearby hospital.
Firefighters’
spokesman
Ruben Tellez said at least
one additional person died in
Guatemala on Sunday when a
small plane went down while
carrying emergency supplies
to the stricken area.
In neighboring Honduras,
68-year-old María Elena Mejía Guadron died when the
brown waters of the Chamelecon river poured into
San Pedro Sula’s Planeta
neighborhood before dawn
Thursday.
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The longest breath held underwater
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C
arson’s
Commentary

by Carson Swick
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
carson.swick@uconn.edu

In an anticipated move on Saturday morning, the Associated
Press declared Joe Biden the
victor of an exhausting presidential election. But even as the
final votes are tallied, the path to
Biden’s inauguration in January
remains unclear. This is thanks,
in large part, to President Donald Trump’s unwillingness to
concede the race.
Even at the dawn of Trump’s
inevitable legal battles, the biggest story of this race remains
the downfall of a group known
as the “silent majority.” A familiar phenomenon within American politics, the silent majority
is perhaps best defined as the
demographic of white, familyoriented and often religious
folks of the middle American
states. They are called silent
because they rarely engage in

FACTS COURTESY OF RD.COM

The silent majority is dead

politics, and many of them fear
being ridiculed for holding traditional beliefs.

The silent majority is
perhaps best defined
as the demographic of
white, family-oriented
and often religious folks
of the middle American
states.
But when the silents do engage in politics, they vote bright
red in large numbers. We saw
this in 2016, as the TrumpPence ticket won white evangelicals by the greatest margin
since George W. Bush in 2000.
And with his silent mandate,
Trump has transformed oncecautious country dwellers into
activists for his movement. For
lack of a better term, the presi-

dent made conservatism cool
again.
As such, Trump’s 2020 support came from a more ethnically diverse coalition than any
Republican nominee in recent
memory. Compared to his 2016
numbers, the president won 4%
more of the Black vote; he also
surged with Latinos in important states like Florida (where
he won 45% of the Latino vote)
and Texas (41%).
Unfortunately for Trump, the
gains within Black and Latino
communities were wiped out
by a shift in his silent majority
toward Biden. The former vice
president captured 40% of white
men nationally, up from the
31% that Hillary Clinton won in
2016. Biden also expanded upon
Clinton’s lead among workingclass voters, winning 57% of this
demographic. To state it bluntly,
Trump’s rhetoric took the “silent” out of silent majority, and

the traditional silent majority
was not the majority in this election.
But where exactly do the “traditional” silents come from?
Their roots can be traced back to
the presidential election of 1968.
A year much like 2020, 1968 saw
America facing an existential
crisis (the Vietnam War) and racial unrest following the deaths
of Martin Luther King Jr. and
Bobby Kennedy. When a certain
Richard Nixon stood up and
promised to restore “law and order,” middle America rose up to
elect him in a landslide.
In the midst of his scandals
that ironically violated the concept of law and order, Nixon
fought to the bitter end. Half a
century later, we are witnessing another “law and order”
president conduct himself in the
same manner. As of Friday evening, the Trump campaign had
filed — and lost — lawsuits al-

leging various forms of interference in Georgia, Michigan, Nevada and Pennsylvania. The act
of taking the fate of this election
to the courts is certainly law, but
it does not create order.
Though no election is perfect
and some degree of fraud probably exists in every single one, it
is highly unlikely that any legal
action can and will undermine
the voices of the silents. Just as
Trump expected, silent voices
spoke loudly in 2020, but the
silent majority, by its traditional
or even Trumpian notion, is no
more. All it did last week was
rise up and give the silent generation its first occupant of the
Oval Office.

by Katherine Jimenez

fiable and instead adds to a
dangerous stigma.

The silent majority, by
its traditional or even
Trumpian notion, is
no more.

Free speech or
A R isky Philosophy:
The cons of originalism Islamophobia?
and textualism
CONTRIBUTOR
katherine.jimenez_cruz@uconn.edu

by Aastha Gupta
CONTRIBUTOR
aastha.gupta@uconn.edu

The U.S Constitution has
been in action since the end
of the 18th century, and it remains the oldest active Constitution. To survive that
long, it has had to be adaptable. Indeed, it has been active since a time with horsedrawn carriages to a time
with self-driving cars; from
a time where WASPs, White
Anglo-Saxon
Protestants,
governed a motley 13 colonies to a time where a rising
number of minorities head a
global superpower. Yet, there
are those in our justice system who do not believe the
Constitution to be a “f lexible”
document. A portion of those
who think this follow a specific legal philosophy: originalism. It was a view held by
Justice Antonin Scalia, is by
Associate Justice Clarence
Thomas, and now, by Justice
Amy Coney Barrett.

There are those in
our justice system
who do not believe
the Constitution
to be a “flexible”
document. A portion
of those who think
this follow a specific
legal philosophy:
originalism.
Originalism is the belief that
the Constitution has a fixed
meaning, a meaning determined when it was adopted,
and cannot be changed without a constitutional amendment; and should anything
be ambiguous, they should

ILLUSTRATION BY ALISIA GRUENDEL, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

be determined by historical
accounts and how those who
wrote the Constitution would
have interpreted it. By its very
definition, originalism seems
to defy reason. The Constitution itself is a relatively vague
document. The Founding Fathers did not employ the use of
extraordinarily binding and
exact words; instead, they opted for “probable cause,” “cruel
and unusual” and more. For
a good reason, there is simply no way the Founding Fathers could have foretold the
multitude of cases that would
employ the Constitution’s
words to reach a decision. Indeed, Justice John Marshall, a
founding father and Supreme
Court Chief Justice, understood that the Constitution
was “meant to be adapted and
endure for ages to come.” Going against this doesn’t just
go against what the found-

ing fathers intended, but also
endangers the rights of many
U.S citizens.

It forces its followers
to follow the
Constitution rather
than their own
beliefs; it ensures
that Republican
or Democrat, the
Justice follows the
Constitution.
Originalism is not without
benefits. It forces its followers to follow the Constitution
rather than their own beliefs;
it ensures that Republican or
Democrat, the Justice follows
the Constitution.

See JUSTICE, p. 8

Out of its 65 million citizens, France has an estimated
5.7 million Muslims. With one
of the highest Muslim populations in Europe, France has
also faced a high number of
Islamophobic cases. Burkinis, full body swimsuits commonly worn by Muslim women to the beach or pool, were
banned in 26 French towns
in 2016, before the law was
struck down a few months
later. Four years later, after
the beheading of Samuel Paty,
a French school-teacher, by a
Russian-born Muslim student, French authorities put
Muslim communities under
surveillance while vigilante
groups attacked mosques. It
is this growing Islamophobia
that has driven a ‘witch-hunt’
against Islam’s followers.
The murder of Samuel Paty
came after he showed his students a caricature of the Islamic prophet Muhammad.
France is now questioning its
long history of secular values
which many believe is adding
to Islamic extremism. Under
the Declaration of the Rights
of Man and of the Citizen, a
human civil rights document
from the French Revolution,
French citizens are guaranteed freedom of expression.
However, freedom of the press
is a little tighter. Racism, antSemitism, racial hatred and
justification of terrorism are
not protected under this right
and are punishable by law.
The government has been
working to limit free speech
even more with the goal of
combating similar “terrorist attacks.” Islamophobia in
France will persist, as it has
in a number of Western countries, but targeting specific
communities because of one
person’s actions is not justi-

Targeting specific
communities because
of one person’s actions
is not justifiable and
instead adds to a
dangerous stigma.

President Emmanuel Macron has been criticized for
“attacking Islam” by cracking
down on radical Islamists.
In late October, two Muslim
women were stabbed near the
Eiffel Tower in Paris, an assualt amid heightened tensions
among the French people, yet
it is still debated whether or
not the attack had anything
to do with racial or religious
discrimination. Three people were later killed in Nice,
France by Islamist extremists. Radicalization remains
a pressing issue among policymakers in France. Whatever action is taken toward
free speech will be answered
with violence between both
sides of the political spectrum. Those for a ban on hate
toward Islam argue that such
actions or speech should be
likened to those of the Holocaust as anti-Semitism, under
the law, is not allowed. While
critics that are against the
ban say that France’s secular practices are at risk. The
“common sense” that satire in
political comics is supposed
to promote is now under
threat. The government’s unsuccessful attempts at keeping its secular values as well
as embracing those independent to Muslim migrants will
continue to clash until there
is no longer a middle ground.

See FRANCE, p. 8
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Not so spooky Halloween events in November
by Amy Chen

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Due to inclement weather on
Halloween, the reverse tie-dye
and stuff-a-spooky events hosted
by UConn Student Activities
were moved to Saturday, Nov. 7
from 2 to 5 p.m. on the Student
Union terrace and tent.
Students who signed up for
the events on Halloween were
told to reschedule a time slot on
the following Saturday for reverse tie-dye and stuff-a-spooky.
Students were given a link by
Amanda Foxen, the administrative and program support for
UConn Student Activities, to reschedule their time slot. Some
of my friends who signed up for
the events initially were unaware
that they had to reschedule a time
slot for Saturday.
The activities did not require
a lot of time, so there was a good
flow between students entering
and leaving the events. Stuff-aspooky took place on the Student
Union terrace. Students who
signed up for the activity had
the opportunity to grab a small
green-eyed black cat and one
packet of stuffing to stuff on their
own.
Reverse tie-dye took place under the Student Union tent. Students were given plastic gloves
and the option to choose between
dyeing a short or long-sleeved
black shirt. The tables on the
right side were stations with rubber bands to tie the shirt. Each of
the tables on the left side had two
bottles of different color dye and
two trays for students to dye their
shirts in. Some students used
rubber bands to tie their shirt in
the traditional tie-dye swirl pattern by pinching the middle of the
shirt and putting rubber bands
diagonally or straight across
their shirt. Others put their rub-

A student takes a picture of their Among Us pumpkin masterpiece underneath the tents outside of the Student Union on Oct. 29 as
a part of UConn’s effort to offer fun activities like pumpkin painting to help occupy students on campus amid the COVID-19 pandemic. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

ber bands in random bunches on
their shirt that would achieve a
more sporadic pattern.
“I thought it was fun, a good
thing to do on a Saturday,”
Caileigh Ellsworth, a first-semester pre-teaching major, said. “I
think they had a good amount of
stuff to offer.”
When finished putting dye on
the shirts, students were given
a Ziploc bag with instructions

A student carries a plastic skeleton outside the Student Union
in the rain on Oct. 29 for a pumpkin painting event a part of
UConn’s effort to offer fun activities to help occupy students
on campus amid the COVID-19 pandemic PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, GRAB
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

on how to tie-dye and care for
the shirt. Students were told to
let their shirt soak for about 30
minutes. Students were then told
to take the rubber bands off of
the shirt, wash it under the sink,
wash it in the washing machine
with detergent and then finally it
can go into the dryer.
“Everyone was kind and the
instructions were clear,” Jon Restrepo, a first-semester civil engi-

neering major, said.
Although each table had stated
there were different color dyes
in the bottles, the dye appeared
orange on the shirt. Even by the
time you finished washing and
drying, the dye on the shirt remained orange. I had put “green
dye” on my shirt, but by the time
I finished washing/drying, the
shirt was dyed orange.
“I think both events were good,

they were fun,” Lexi Fix, a firstsemester environmental science
major, said. “My favorite one out
of the Halloween events was the
tie-dye just because I found it the
most interesting, but I think they
were all good and well organized.
They even let me dye the pants
that I accidentally dripped bleach
on.”

UConn Student Activities puts on “Halloweenfest” to entertain students over Halloween weekend.
Activities included a costume making contest caricature drawings, and cookie decorating. PHOTO BY
MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

‘Citation’ exemplifies the epidemic of
sexual assault on college campuses
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

“Citation” directed by Tunde Babalola focuses on a college student who accuses her professor of sexual misconduct. The film
is currently streaming on Netflix. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

“Citation” is a Nigerian film
written by Tunde Babalola
and directed by Kunle Afolayan. The film features a college
student who accuses her professor of sexual misconduct
and the backlash she faces for
reporting the incident. The
storyline is very prevalent in
today’s society as it seems we
are witnessing an increase
in professors being accused
of abusing their positions of
power and using the leverage
they hold over students in a
harmful manner.
The film starts off by showing a student arguing over the
phone with her professor who
is threatening to give her a
bad grade. She agrees to meet
him at a motel to discuss the
grade but arranges for three
of her male friends to accompany her for safety purposes.
The friends burst into the
room and drag the professor
out to the street, where he is
harassed by onlookers. The
professor is beaten by the men
and attempts to get away but
runs into oncoming traffic
and is killed.

The film abruptly cuts to
two years later and is now involved in a completely different storyline. Moremi (Temi
Otedola) is a postgraduate
student that is shown walking
hesitantly through campus as
she receives judgmental glares
from passing students. She is
featured on a pamphlet about
sexual harassment on campus
and viewers learn that she has
accused Professor N’Dyare, a
respected member of the faculty, of attempting to rape her.
From this point on, the film
transitions back and forth between present day when Moremi’s case hearing is taking
place and back to the events
leading up to the incident.
This film is a prime example
of the increasingly common
occurrence of sexual misconduct and assault that happens
on college campuses. Since
professors determine grades
and can be a deciding factor in
a student’s path to success after graduation, they hold a lot
of power over their students.
The Office on Women’s
Health reports that one in five
women will experience sexual
assault in college. Many of
these incidents go unreport-

ed and can result in mental
health related problems for
survivors which include depression, anxiety and posttraumatic stress disorder, and
can also lead to poor academic
performance.
“Citation” also sheds light
on the fact that many survivors of sexual assault experience doubt from others surrounding their accounts of
violence. Moremi’s version
of events differs greatly from
Professor N’Dyare’s and the
members of the hearing panel
as well as her fellow classmates doubt whether she is
telling the truth. It is her word
versus his, and it isn’t until
she uncovers more evidence
that her case takes a turn in
the right direction.
“Citation” is a timely film
that shows the difficult path
that survivors face following a
sexual assault. Moremi is determined to get justice for herself and for others who have
come before her. Her strength
signals hope for other individuals in similar positions
and shows that persistence in
times of distress and mistrust
allows for justice to be served.
Rating: 4/5
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‘The Mandalorian’ Chapter 10: Another action-filled adventure
by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

The first episode of Season
2 of the Disney+ original series
“The Mandalorian” was very
well-received by critics and
fans, garnering much hype
and expectation for the next
week’s episode. Did the new
chapter in “The Mandalorian” story deliver on that hype?
In short — it depends.
In last week’s review, we
discussed the serialized nature of storytelling in “The
Mandalorian,” how almost
every episode is a self-contained adventure. Though
there are through lines between all the episodes, most of
the episodes are “story-of-theweek” type affairs and are independent of the overarching
story.
Some fans love this style of
storytelling while others Star
Wars fanatics do not. Now
a TV series is never going to
please everybody, but this
is the main point of clash in
critical response to the overall
well-received Disney+ original series.
To dive into Chapter 10, this
episode will be a talking point
in the discussion of this series’
storytelling structure. The
episode picks up right where
Chapter 9 left off and does so
quite successfully. One of the
great things of this series is
the fact that it maintains realism in its storyline. Though it
has the serialized structure,
the titular character and his
toddler companion aren’t
venturing around the galaxy
aimlessly. Each episode, for
the most part, leads into the
other, though their respective
stories aren’t necessarily connected. That being said, Chapter 10 bears little connection to
the premiere episode of Season 2, other than the opening,
and tells a largely contained
storyline. Because of that, critics of the series will be sure to
claim that this episode does
not develop the overall plot.
I disagree.
While it doesn’t build on
the main plotline, it does a
fantastic job at expanding the
world of the series and setting
up the next episode. The plot
of the episode deals immensely with the current status of
the Star Wars galaxy. “The
Mandalorian” is set between
the original trilogy and the
sequel trilogy, a few years after the second Death Star destruction in the famous Battle
of Endor. The Empire, it appears, has been overthrown
and the New Republic reigns.
The story of this episode deals

The Mandalorian stars Baby Yoda, who has become a fan favorite. The show is on Disney+ and
episodes are released weekly. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

“One of the great things
of this series is the fact
that it maintains realism
in its storyline..”

with the changing times in the
galaxy and gives a bit of detail
and setup on that front. That
being said, the main focus
of the episode has little to do
with world-building and all
to do with setting up future
episodes, developing the storyline of the current season.
The episode also has some
well-executed horror aspects,
which may come as a surprise
to some viewers. They yet
again showcase the ability for
the series to shift genre on a
dime, showing all the creative
possibilities in the Star Wars
galaxy.
Like the other episodes in
the series, the action choreography is absolutely fantastic.
Every fight is orchestrated
realistically, showcasing the
intelligence and physical abilities of the titular hero. The
visual effects, yet again, are
insanely good. This may be a
bold statement, but I will go
as far to say the visual effects
are better quality than those
for most films. TV series, for
the most part, are notorious
for bad visual effects due to
the low production budget,
but big budget series like “The
Mandalorian” and “Game of
Thrones” are disproving that
historical truth. But the budget doesn’t make everything
easier either. Due to the series
grounded tone, the creatures
and environments have to be
essentially
photo-realistic.
This makes the visual effects
process all the more difficult,
but the artists and designers
behind the scenes do an incredible job at delivering on
every detail. This episode really showcases their Emmyaward winning work.
All that being said, this episode does struggle with a few
things. The main flaw is that
its story feels a little jumbled
and non-cohesive. There are
themes present in the storyline but they don’t feel all
that connected, leaving the
episode feeling like elements
thrown together, without a
thematic story. This episode
also arguably has the most
comedic elements of any one
so far, though not all the elements hit. There is one joke
that runs throughout the episode, which is played for comedic purposes, though due
to the context of the situation it
may be difficult to find funny.
Overall, this episode showcases the strengths of the
series, explores a new genre,
though struggles in a few aspects, making it fall slightly
below the previous episode.
Episode Rating: 4.1/5
Season 2 Rating (Thus
Far): 4.15/5

“The Mandalorian” star Pedro Pascal is at the San Diego Comic-Con with actor Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. They were both in the hit TV show “Game of Thrones” with
Pascal playing Oberyn Martell. PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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This Week In History: Nov. 9-13

On Nov. 11, 1918, an armistice was signed which ended World War I. Celebrations like this one in New
York City took place after the sigining. PHOTO COURTESY OF GETARCHIVE

by Gino Giansanti Jr.
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu

To celebrate Veterans Day,
we will take a look at some
major events in American military history that occurred this
week throughout our past.
But first, let’s take a look at
the history of Veterans Day itself.
On Nov. 11, 1954, 66 years
ago, the first official Veterans Day was celebrated in the
United States, following a proclamation issued by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower. The
roots of the holiday, however,
stem much deeper in American history.
On Nov. 11, 1918, 102 years
ago, World War I ended, bring-

ing the bloodiest conflict the world
had ever seen to a close.
The war would not officially
end until world delegates met to
draft the Treaty of Versailles in
June of 1919. However, Germany
and the Allied powers reached
an agreement to call a ceasefire,
bringing the fighting to an end at
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month of 1918. The Great War,
as it was called before World War
II, claimed the lives of nine million
soldiers and wounded 21 million
more. Amidst the destruction, five
million civilians were killed by the
crossfire or from starvation, not
to mention the approximate 500
million people who died worldwide from the Spanish Flu, which
spread on account of the war.
To celebrate the end of “the war

to end all wars” and bid adieu to
four years of widespread devastation, nations of the world rejoiced
with the celebration of Armistice
Day, a holiday celebrated on Nov.
11 in both the U.S. and abroad as
a way to promote world peace.
Veterans were honored and lost
soldiers were mourned, no matter
what nation they hailed from.
World peace was short-lived,
however, as the exact same nations went marching into battle
less than 20 years later in the
larger conflict we know today as
World War II. The celebration of
Armistice Day was revoked, as
it was no longer applicable to the
world in the 1940s.
In 1954, the United States was
still at war, not in Europe as in
World War I or World War II but

rather in Korea. President Eisenhower believed that instead of celebrating world peace, which did
not seem possible in Cold War-era
America, the nation should instead honor those who fought in
all military conflicts. Today, the
U.S. celebrates Veterans Day as a
way to commemorate and honor
the sacrifices made by our brave
soldiers from World War I and every war since.
On Nov. 11, 1921, 99 years ago,
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
was dedicated in Arlington, Va.
Anyone who has ever visited
Arlington National Cemetery just
outside of our nation’s capital can
attest to the fact that it is a site to
behold. The monument was first
built to bury an American soldier
who died in World War I. He was

unidentifiable, but military officials made it a point to bestow
upon him the nation’s highest
military honors, even burying him on top of two inches of
French soil – the same soil he
laid upon when taking his last
breath.
The tomb itself was completed in 1932 with the inscription,
“Here Rests in Honored Glory
an American Soldier Known
but to God.” The World War I
soldier was joined by the remnants of other soldiers who lost
their lives in the following wars
of the 20th century. Recent
technology in DNA, however,
has allowed scientists to identify the Vietnam War soldier
and properly send him to his
family in St. Louis, MO.

Casual Cadenza: Switchin’ the positions
in a gangsta’s paradise (feat. Mazzy Star)
by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

Mazzy Star is an alternative rock band originally from Santa Monica, California. They were featured on the “Blue Notes” album along with artists such as Nick Lowe and Chelsea Wolfe . PHOTO
COURTESY OF FLICKR

In last week’s downhearted
report, I promised an update on
my frail state of mind due to the
bombardment of assignments,
deadlines and other tasks that
risked bringing me into overdrive. With the additional stress
of an election looming ahead,
I expected this week to be less
than stellar. However, the past
seven days have actually gone
better than I anticipated.
My lift in spirits is the likely
contributor to this week’s playlist, which is evidently livelier
than the last. After all, there’s no
better way to celebrate a newly
elected president than blasting a
convoluted blend of mainstream
R&B pop, old school hip-hop
and ‘90s indie.
With the mention of R&B pop,
I feel like now’s the time to admit
my soft spot for Ariana Grande,
whose newest album has found
a frequent presence on my Spotify. The tendency for me to listen to “positions” is scarily high,
as the lyrics “Switchin’ the positions for you / Cookin’ in the
kitchen and I’m in the bedroom”
have become permanently ingrained in my brain. It’s what
I’ve been singing during a multitude of situations: FaceTime
calls while playing Among Us
with friends, the rushed completion of last minute assignments,
10-second trips to the bathroom
and possibly in my sleep.
Maybe I’m a little biased, but
to me, “positions” is the epitome
of having an enjoyable time. Every listen just seems to translate
good vibes, which is honestly a
well-needed sentiment.
Up next is a song that, like
most of the music I discover
nowadays, is from TikTok. Although it’s extremely unlikely
that Coolio wrote “Gangsta’s
Paradise” for the purpose of
making a popular sound on a
kids’ app, it’s hard to deny its
banger-status.

As someone who has absolutely no knowledge of hip-hop, I was
pleased to learn that “Gangsta’s
Paradise” has actually been designated as one of the best hip-hop
songs of all time. After listening
to it an excess number of times, I
can see why. The way L.V.’s R&B
vocals compliment Coolio’s rapping, paired with meaningful
lyrics that depict the difficulties
of living in the ghetto, acts as adequate reason for the song’s constant praise.
“Gangsta’s Paradise” actually
managed to help me escape the
discouraging slump I landed in,
by being one of the only songs I
listened to during my successful
attempt of completing what was
supposed to be a week-long project within eight hours. So, from
a personal standpoint, if you’re
looking to feel powerful, motivated or at the very least, a much
cooler person, “Gangsta’s Paradise” is the way to go.
Moving on from old school hiphop is old school indie: Mazzy
Star’s “Fade into You.” I wasn’t
originally planning on adding
this song here, but I figured it
would be a good one to end on.
While the somber sounds of
the band’s acoustic and electric
guitars give a melancholy undertone to their ‘90s hit, they simultaneously deliver a hopeful
connotation. Waking up to the
news of a new president-elect and
70 degree weather was the most
significant way of achieving this
feeling. And despite the fact that
I went into this weekend aware of
yet more work I had to do, scrolling through posts of celebrations
happening across states with
“Fade into You” playing in the
background became the highlight of my day.
Thus, my initial pessimism
was ultimately unmet and overcome by a handful of optimistic
tunes. I guess I’ve managed to
reach a conclusion to the question of whether I would ever
have something positive to write
about. I’m quite happy with this
week’s answer.
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Photo of the Day | Hanging on for Thanksgiving break

Pratham Shah ascends a trap rock crack graded 5.11 in Meriden, CT on Saturday. The route was full of small crimps for the entirety of its 100-foot length.
PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

Originalism and
Textualism: Outdated
philosophies
JUSTICE, cont. from p. 4
In its essence, from a judicial standpoint, “sticking to
the Constitution” seems to
be a good idea, but there are
problems.
The problem lies in the fact
that originalism aims to interpret laws as our Founding Fathers interpreted it.
Our Founding Fathers who,
despite writing “We The
People,” built this Constitution for a particular group of
people: land-owning white
males. They did not write the
Constitution for women, for
people of color or LGBTQ+
individuals. To this end, one
could look toward textualism: a philosophy that states
that the Constitution should
be interpreted by considering only the law’s words and
nothing else. But like originalism, textualism has problems.
The problems lie in the fact
that the Constitution does not
explicitly provide rights that
we now know are natural and
human: the right to marry,
the right to bodily autonomy,
even the right to breathe. After the nomination of Amy
Coney Barrett, many minorities, especially LGBTQ+ individuals, believe their rights
may be in danger. And unfortunately, they are right. The
Constitution does not explicitly state that everyone has a
right to marry; thus, Obergefell v. Hodges’ decision could

be overturned in the name of
originalism. Roe v. Wade may
also be in danger as the Constitution does not expressly
provide the right to bodily
autonomy. In this way, textualism would not work; instead, it would serve to rob
people, mainly minorities, of
their fundamental rights.

Change is needed; the
United States needs
to interpret laws to
ensure that people are
not robbed of their
inalienable rights.
There may be a time in the
future when textualism will
not put the natural rights of
humans in danger; a time
when the morality of people
or the law protects the right
to marry, the right to breathe
and all other fundamental
rights. But that time is not
now. Change is needed; the
United States needs to interpret laws to ensure that
people are not robbed of their
inalienable rights. Until then,
history is something we must
learn from but not something
we should imitate. Until then,
we must be wary of originalism and textualism and the
danger it could bring; we
must be mindful of those who
follow originalism so rigorously and what can result
from their decisions.

Islamophobia
in France and
unequal application
of free speech
FRANCE, cont. from p. 4
The limits of satire are undeniably questionable but is it not
hypocritical to not allow the insult of the Holocaust under the
French law and still allow that of
the Islamic faith? If free speech
has its limitations in the European nation then it should be made
fair to all religions. If not, it is unrealistic to assume that French
democratic principles will surpass those of Muslim countries.
Ignoring the mockery, with
its Islamophobic undertones,
will just not happen in France.
Separation of church and state
is a fundamental part of democ-

racy, especially in France. If the
French government chooses to
not further censor the laws that
have allowed the insult of Islam
to occur, then it should therefore allow the public insult of
all faiths to be legal, similar to
the laws in the United States.
That will not lessen the risk of
extremists but it does make free
speech more fair and less biased.

Separation of
church and state is a
fundamental part of
democracy, especially
in France.
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Soler gets rare penalty hat trick,
Valencia beats Madrid 4-1
MADRID (AP) — One lapse
from the penalty spot didn't
deter Carlos Soler, who made
amends with three penalties
against Real Madrid.
Soler saw his initial penalty
attempt saved but felt confident
enough to return for another try.
Then another, and then another.
The young midfielder ended up
converting three penalty kicks
for his hat trick as Valencia
ended its winless streak with a
4-1 win over Real Madrid in the
Spanish league on Sunday.
“I had doubts for a moment
but then I decided to take it
again,” the 23-year-old Soler
said. “It gave me confidence for
the other ones as well.”
Statistics platform Opta
said it was the first time a
player had scored three penalties in a Spanish league game
this century. The La Vanguardia Spanish daily said it was
the first time three penalties
were called against Madrid in
a league game.
Real Sociedad stayed at the
top with a 2-0 win against a
virus-depleted Granada team
which was filled with youthsquad players. Granada finished without the minimum of
five registered first-team players set out in the regulations and
could be punished for using an
illegal lineup.
Madrid also faced problems
because of the coronavirus as
Eden Hazard and Casemiro
couldn't play against Valencia because of positive COVID-19 results.
Soler took advantage as video
review calls went against Madrid three times at Mestalla Stadium, setting up Valencia’s first
win after four matches. VAR
played a role in two penalties

and in the own-goal by Madrid
defender Raphael Varane.
"Everything went wrong
in this game," Madrid coach
Zinedine Zidane said. “Three
penalties, an own-goal... It's
hard to explain.”
Madrid, which had won five
of its previous six league games,
took the lead in the 23rd minute
with a goal from Karim Benzema, who left injured near the
end of the match.
Soler equalized from the
penalty spot in the 35th after
a handball by Lucas Vázquez.
Soler saw his penalty saved by
Madrid goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois but got a second chance
after video review determined
that players from both teams
encroached into the area before
he took his shot.
Valencia went ahead with the
own-goal by Varane in the 43rd.
VAR ruled that a ball that ricocheted off Varane’s leg crossed
the goal line before Courtois
could swipe it away.
Soler’s second goal from the
spot came after Marcelo fouled
Maxi Gómez in the 54th.
VAR determined that Sergio
Ramos touched the ball with his
hand inside the area to prompt
the third penalty converted by
Soler in the 63rd.
Valencia was coming off
a draw and three losses. It
moved to ninth place with
the win. Madrid dropped to
fourth, four points off the lead
with a game in hand.

VIRUS-HIT
GRANADA

Granada entered the match
against Sociedad with seven
first-team players available
after 10 positive COVID-19 re-

sults were detected within the
club in the last 10 days. Several
players and coaches in close
contact with those infected also
could not participate.
Granada's
goalkeeping
coach, Juan Carlos Fernández,
was in charge as manager Diego Martínez and an assistant
could not be present.
Only four first-team players
were on the field after Jorge
Molina was substituted in the
77th minute, which could lead
to the equivalent of a 3-0 loss
for Granada.
Granada's bid to have the
game postponed was rejected
because it had enough players
available to play.
The Spanish league said it
opened an investigation into
Granada for allegedly failing to
follow health safety protocols
during the pandemic.
Nacho Monreal put Sociedad ahead from close range in
the 22nd, and Mikel Oyarzabal
added the second by converting a penalty kick in the 27th
after a handball inside the area.
“It was a good game,” Monreal said. “Our dynamic has been
good. We have been playing
well. And it was the same again
today. We are happy with the
performance of the team and
with the victory.”
Willian José missed a chance
to score the third when his
54th-minute penalty kick was
saved by youth-squad Granada
goalkeeper Ángel Jiménez, an
18-year-old player.
Granada's Darwin Machís
took a stoppage-time penalty
prompted by David Silva's high
kick. Sociedad goalkeeper Álex
Remiro saved Machís' attempt.
It was the fifth straight
league win for Sociedad, which

Valencia’s team players celebrate after scoring their third goal
during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Valencia and
Real Madrid at the Mestalla Stadium in Valencia, Spain, Sunday,
Nov. 8, 2020. PHOTO BY ALBERTO SAIZ/ AP

played the final minutes a man
down after a red card for Robin Le Normand for halting a
counterattack with a foul.
The victory left Sociedad
with 20 points. That's two
more than Unai Emery's Villarreal, which earlier on Sunday won 3-1 at Getafe with Paco
Alcácer, Manu Trigueros and
Gerard Moreno providing the
goals.

OTHER RESULTS

Valladolid beat Athletic
Bilbao 2-1 at home for its first
win of the season. The result
moved the team owned by
former Brazil great Ronaldo
out of last place.
Alavés salvaged a 1-1 draw
at Levante despite playing
most of the game with 10 men
after the Édgar Méndez's dismissal in the 34th.

Johnson finishes 5th in final race of NASCAR career

Jimmie Johnson, center, stands with his family on pit road prior
to a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Phoenix Raceway, Sunday,
Nov. 8, 2020, in Avondale, Ariz. PHOTO BY RALPH FRESO/ AP

(AP)—Jimmie Johnson strode
into the final news conference
of his NASCAR career wearing a black hat with “One Final
Shot” on the front. Told he was
the first driver in the room after

Sunday’s race at Phoenix Raceway, the seven-time Cup champion had a quick response.
“I won something this
year,” he said.
Johnson closed out one of

the greatest careers in NASCAR history by finishing fifth
at Phoenix — first among the
drivers not in the Cup playoffs.
The 45-year-old spent some
of the final moments in his No.
48 car pumping his fist and
shouting from the window at
Hendricks Motorsports teammate Chase Elliott after the
24-year-old won his first Cup
championship.
After his final news conference, Johnson tossed cans of
beer to his crew and toasted
former crew chief Chad Knaus
back out on the track.
A solid finish to a stellar career.
“It was nice to be competitive
out there, but my bucket's full,”
Johnson said. “NASCAR has
been so wonderful for me. This
journey has been more than I
could have dreamed of or expected. Last couple years weren't as
I would have dreamed up, but
I've experienced the highest

of highs and worked with the
greatest of people.”
Johnson announced last year
this would be his final NASCAR season so he could spend
more time with family, run a
partial IndyCar season next
year and pursue other ways to
keep the adrenaline flowing.
Knaus also ran his final race
Sunday -- he’s moving to an
executive role with Hendricks
Motorsports -- as did Clint
Bowyer, who finished 24th.
Bowyer is headed to the Fox
Sports booth after 15 full Cup
seasons and 10 career wins. A
former Xfinity Series champion, he won races for Chevrolet, Toyota and then Ford after
replacing Hall of Famer Tony
Stewart in the No. 14 when he
retired in 2016.
A solid career, just not like
Johnson’s.
Johnson and Knaus teamed
up to dominate NASCAR for

more than a decade in the No.
48, pulling in a record-tying
seven championships, including a staggering stretch of five
straight. Hall of Famers Richard Petty and Dale Earnhardt
are the only other drivers with
seven championships.
Labeled boring early in his
career, Johnson proved to
be anything but, becoming a
popular pitchman, fan favorite and one of the most wellliked drivers on the circuit.
When Johnson's final race
was over, the respect was evident as crewmembers from every team lined the wall to high
five the popular driver before
he rides off into the sunset.
“That respect from my
peers and respect from my industry is something I'll never, ever forget, Johnson said.”
Johnson clinched his final title in 2016 and won his last race
the following year.

Tagovailoa, Dolphins rally for 34-31 win over Cardinals
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) —
Miami rookie quarterback Tua
Tagovailoa threw for 248 yards
and two touchdowns in his second NFL start and the Dolphins
rallied in the fourth quarter for
a 34-31 victory over the Arizona
Cardinals on Sunday.
Miami (5-3) has won four
straight games. The Cardinals (5-3) had their three-game
winning streak snapped.
The 22-year-old Tagovailoa
was on the winning end of an
action-packed duel with Arizona quarterback Kyler Murray, who finished with 283
yards and three touchdowns.
He also had 106 yards rushing
on 11 carries.
Arizona's Zane Gonzalez
was short on a 49-yard field
goal attempt that would have
tied the game with 1:53 left.
Tagovailoa was much more
productive in his second start
after throwing for just 93
yards against the Rams last
week. He showed great poise
during two scoring drives in
the fourth quarter. The lefthander also made some plays
with his feet, extending drives

with scrambles. He finished
with 35 yards rushing.
Miami had a 24-17 halftime
lead but Arizona tied the game
at 24 early in the third quarter
on Murray's 21-yard pass to
tight end Darrell Daniels, who
snatched the ball away from
cornerback Byron Jones as the
two tumbled to the ground in
the end zone.
The
Cardinals
pushed
ahead 31-24 late in the third
quarter on Murray's 12-yard
run. It was the seventh time
in eight games the quarterback has thrown and run for
at least one touchdown.
But the Dolphins and Tagovailoa fought back on the next
series, delivering an impressive 10-play, 93-yard drive that
ended with an 11-yard touchdown pass to Mack Hollins.
Miami pushed ahead 34-31
with 3:30 left on a 50-yard field
goal by Jason Sanders.
Miami came in allowing the
fewest points per game in the
NFL and the defense supplied
seven of its own in the first
quarter. Murray was scrambling on third down when

Emmanuel Ogbah smacked
the ball out of his hands. Shaq
Lawson scooped up the fumble
and ran 36 yards for a 7-0 lead.
Murray played much better
after that costly miscue, throwing for 151 yards and two touchdowns while also running for
52 yards in the first half.

BIG FOOT

Sanders made a 56-yard field
goal as time expired in the second quarter to give the Dolphins a 24-17 halftime lead. It
was the longest field goal of his
three-year pro career.
Sanders has made 20 consecutive field goals, a franchise record.

COACHES OUT

The Dolphins had five assistant coaches unavailable
on Sunday because of COVID-19 protocols.
They were defensive backs
coach Gerald Alexander, quarterbacks coach Robby Brown,
outside linebackers coach Austin Clark, defensive line coach
Marion Hobby and quality
control coach Kolby Smith.

Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa (1) fakes a handoff
to wide receiver Jakeem Grant (19) during the first half of an
NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals, Sunday, Nov. 8,
2020, in Glendale, Ariz. PHOTO BY ROSS D. FRANKLIN/ AP

INJURIES

Dolphins: WR Preston Williams (foot) left the game in
the second quarter and didn't
return. ... TE Durham Smythe
was evaluated for a concussion in the second half.
Cardinals: CB Kevin Peterson left the game early in the
second quarter for a concus-

sion evaluation and didn't
return. Arizona was already
playing without starting CB
Dre Kirkpatrick, inactive
with a thigh injury.

UP NEXT

Dolphins: return home to
host the Chargers next Sunday. Cardinals: host the Bills
next Sunday.
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Throwback Photo of the Day | Taking home a win

UConn Softball takes home a 2-1 win against Quinnipiac University. This left them at 20-27 for the 2019 spring season. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA /THE DAILY CAMPUS

QBs Stafford, Allen, several TEs
injured on rough NFL Sunday
(AP) —Lions quarterback Matthew Stafford left for good in the
fourth quarter Sunday against
Minnesota to undergo concussion protocol after being struck in
the head during a sack, a mishap
that capped a very difficult week
for the leader of Detroit's offense.
After the game, Stafford was
cleared of concussion protocol.
Officials sent Stafford to the
sideline after he was slow to get
up from being hit by Eric Wilson and Armon Watts. Chase
Daniel took over for the Lions, and Stafford was eventually walked to the locker
room by two team doctors.
Stafford went 23 for 32 for 211
yards with a touchdown and
two second-half interceptions
in Detroit's 34-20 loss.
The frustrating exit ended a
week in which Stafford wasn’t
allowed to practice before
coming off the COVID-19 reserve list on Saturday. After
a sharp first half, Stafford
threw picks on consecutive
possessions in the third quarter -- at the Minnesota 12-yard
line and again in the end zone.
Coach Matt Patricia backed
the decision to have his quarterback removed from the game.
“Make sure he was OK. That’s
first and foremost," Patricia
said. “That’s the most important thing, and then they evaluated him from there.”
Stafford wasn't the only
quarterback to make an early
exit because of injury. Washington's Kyle Allen dislocated
his left ankle late in the first
quarter against the New York
Giants, forcing Alex Smith
into just his second NFL game
since gruesomely breaking his
right leg in November 2018.
Allen’s leg bent the wrong
way on a sack by Jabrill Peppers, who was f lagged for
unnecessary roughness, and
there was an air cast on the
quarterback's leg as he was
carted off. Washington lost
23-20, even though Smith di-

Column: Why you
need to watch the
last race of the
Super GT season
by Tim Keaten

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
timothy.keaten@uconn.edu

Detroit Lions quarterback Matthew Stafford (9) is helped off the
field after getting injured during the second half of an NFL football game against the Minnesota Vikings, Sunday, Nov. 8, 2020, in
Minneapolis. PHOTO BY BRUCE KLUCKHOHN/ AP

rected a couple of a secondhalf touchdown drives.
“Obviously, a ton of emotions going on for me right
there,” Smith said. “I see them
with the air cast and the cart.
I know that routine well.”
In Indianapolis, the Baltimore Ravens lost five-time
Pro Bowl defensive end Calais
Campbell to a left calf injury
in the first quarter of a 24-10
win over the Colts. Campbell
was left on his back following
the play and limped off the
field. He did not return.
Coach John Harbaugh said
the injury was a calf strain, adding, “It's not serious."
Campbell has been a star on
the Baltimore defense since
coming over in an offseason
trade with Jacksonville.
It was a tough day for tight ends.
Denver's Albert Okwuegbunam
left with a knee injury suffered
in the second half against Atlanta
and did not return.
Indianapolis Pro Bowl tight
end Jack Doyle left for good late in
the first half with a concussion.
The Colts were already without
four-time Pro Bowl receiver T.Y.
Hilton, who was inactive because

Washington Football Team quarterback Kyle Allen (8) rubs his
face as he is carted off the field after injuring his leg in a play
against the New York Giants in the first half of an NFL football
game, Sunday, Nov. 8, 2020, in Landover, Md. PHOTO BY PATRICK SEMANSKY/

of a groin injury he suffered in
last week’s win at Detroit.
In addition, Titans tight end
MyCole Pruitt hurt his right knee
late in the first quarter against
Chicago and had to be helped off
the field. Tennessee won, 24-17.
Other Titans injuries in that
game included guard Rodger
Saffold, who hurt a shoulder in
the second quarter and went to
the locker room, and defensive
back Dane Cruikshank (groin).
Chicago defensive back
Sherrick McManis hurt his
hand and didn’t return.
The Texans beat the Jaguars
27-25 despite being short-handed on defense. Already without
three linebackers to start the
game, Houston lost Brennan
Scarlett in the first quarter
when he injured his arm. Texans LBs Whitney Mercilus, Jacob Martin and Dylan Cole did
not make the trip to Florida because of COVID-19 testing and
contact tracing.
Houston lost three other players to injury during the game:
running back David Johnson
(concussion), guard Senio Kelemete (concussion) and defensive
end Charles Omenihu (leg).
Denver’s starting cornerbacks, A.J. Bouye (concussion) and Bryce Callahan
(ankle), were held out against
Atlanta, which amassed 284
yards passing against the
Broncos' depleted secondary.
Steelers QB Ben Roethlisberger went to the locker room
after throwing a first-half
touchdown pass, bothered by a
left knee injury. Mason Rudolph
had to replace him when rookie
Dallas receiver CeeDee fumbled
after a catch. But Roethlisberger
returned in the second half and
led the Steelers to the win.
The Cowboys didn't even
make it to the opening kickoff
before losing a player in their
game against Pittsburgh. Joe
Looney replaced Tyler Biadasz
at center after the rookie injured
his hamstring during warmups.

The world’s best motorsport series, in my completely
unbiased opinion, will hold
the final race of the season
on Nov 28-29 at Fuji International Speedway. This will be
the fourth time this season
that Super GT has taken to the
Toyota owned racetrack as a
result of COVID-19 travel restrictions condensing the season to a handful of circuits. It
is quite the exciting track, featuring a couple tight turns and
one of the longest straightaways in the world of motorsports, with a 0.917 mile-long
straight patch of track.
Now, you might be wondering, why should I watch
the last race of a Japanese
grand touring series?
First
and
foremost,
it’s completely free and
streamed online. Automotive journalists at The
Race have gotten broadcast
rights to Super GT and provide English commentary

“You can expect the
action to be intense
from the second
that qualifying
begins until the
last car passes the
checkered flag.”
over the entire race on YouTube during race weekend.
Manufacturers like Subaru
and Nissan also place cameras
inside their GT500 cars to provide driver perspective and
stream it live to their works
teams’ YouTube channels.
This event is going to
be one of the most exciting race weekends of any
motorsport this year. The
top level of Super GT, the
manufacturer works team
division called GT500, has
a very tightly packed scoring sheet with eight teams
separated by only 10 points.
The gap between 5th place
and 1st has only two points
between them. This means
that for these eight teams,
Fuji is going to be a winnertakes-all event that will decide the champion of the
season. First, second, and
third place are awarded 20,
15 and 11 points respectively,
so competition will be fierce.
A finish at the top of the podium for any of these teams

will put them in the perfect
position to win the drivers’
championship. The past race
at Twin Ring Motegi on Nov.
8 had the three teams that
posted the three best qualifying times finish on the podium, so with teams holding
that in mind you can expect
the action to be intense from
the second that qualifying begins until the last car
passes the checkered flag.
As is tradition in Super
GT, all weight ballasts and
fuel flow restrictions imposed earlier in the season
will be removed from the
cars for the final race of
the season. For every point
scored from a race during
the regular season, two kilograms (4.4 lbs) are added
to the weight of the car. After 50 kilograms (110 lbs) are
reached, the car is imposed
with fuel flow restrictions
to further limit its performance. With all of these restrictions removed this last
race is going to come down
to the skill of the best drivers and the performance of
the best car, as no one will be
restricted. This will be especially important to cars like
the No. 8 ARTA NSX and
GT300 No. 23 NISMO GTR
who have seen repeated success throughout the season.
The sister series to GT500,
the 30-car GT300 series, has
a similarly contentious run
for its drivers’ championship. Although the competition mainly looks to be between the top three cars of
the series, separated by only
14 points, the top seven cars
all have a theoretical chance
of winning the whole season, provided an impressive
performance by the Hatsune
Miku adorned GOODSMILE
RACING Mercedes AMG,
which has podiumed twice
in the past two races, can
overcome a 20-point deficit
and take a top three place in
the final season standings.
That is what is so exciting
about Super GT as a motorsport. There are so many
factors that go into deciding
the champion of the season
and you never really know
until the last race is called.
Unlike Formula 1, where
Lewis Hamilton’s champion
status is more or less defined
by the middle of the season,
Super GT is a tough, competitive championship until
the end. Clear your schedule
the weekend of the 28th, sit
down, and watch the best
racing you will see all year.
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Ligue 1 Recap: Boredom, frustration,
entertainment and downright shock
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
Sebastian.Garay-Ortega@uconn.edu

Boredom, frustration, entertainment and downright
shock; this weekend’s fixtures
were as diverse as we’ve seen
them in France’s premier footballing division, serving as a
treat to fans who’ve been relatively unfazed since the start
of the 2020-21 season.

Steve Mandanda; once again,
the end product was lacking.
Of course, these missed
chances would come back to
haunt Strasbourg; however,
what ultimately killed their
chance of attaining all three
points was the introduction
of Marseille's best playmaker:
attacking midfielder Dimitri
Payet. The French international came in at the midway
point of the second half, pro-

That was the only emotion
manager Thomas Tuchel felt
after Paris-Saint Germain’s
3-0 win over Stade Rennais at
the Parc Des Princes. Yes, they
did win by a substantial margin, but the number of injuries
sustained by the Paris side is
sure to unnerve the coaching staff. Center midfielder
Idrissa Gana Gueye had to
be replaced by Rafinha Alcântara early in the first half,

left corner. Although he did
get lucky with the deflection, it
was still a clinical, world-class
finish. The game finished 3-0,
and Stade Rennais were relieved to hear the final whistle
after a 90-minute pummeling
by the richest club in France.
Midfielders Leandro Paredes and Herrera had an excellent match and will be crucial
for the squad in the weeks to
come. Moreover, Kean is prov-

Boredom:
If you fail to appreciate
clubs that aren’t the most
renowned across Europe —
such as Real Madrid, Barcelona and Bayern Munich — then
this is a relatively common
concept for you when watching Ligue 1. Nevertheless,
like in any league around the
world, boring games do occur,
and they can be a drag to get
through. However, never in
my life have I seen a game as
boring as Friday, Nov. 6 between RC Strasbourg Alsace
and Olympique de Marseille.
The contest took place at the
Stade De La Meinau in Strasbourg, with manager Thierry
Laurey and “Les Coureurs”
desperate for a victory in order to begin their journey out
of the relegation zone. On the
other hand, André VillasBoas' men came off a disastrous 3-0 loss to FC Porto in
the UEFA Champions League.
Despite this, their domestic
form was quite solid, coming
into the contest having won
two of their previous matchups and riding a five-game
unbeaten run. As a result,
fans expected an entertaining contest between a team in
good form and a team in dire
need of a victory.
Despite the optimistic outlook, all hope of an intriguing matchup would come
crashing to the ground. “Les
Olympiens” only had one
— yes, one — shot on target
throughout the whole match,
which was the go-ahead goal

Downright shock:

Marseille’s Morgan Sanson vies for the ball with Porto’s Matheus Uribe, right, during the Champions League group C soccer match between FC Porto and Olympique de Marseille at the Dragao
stadium in Porto, Portugal, Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020. Sanson was able to score the only goal. PHOTO BY
LUIS VIEIRA/ AP

viding heightened imaginativeness along with forwards
Darío Benedetto and Saif-Eddine Khaoui, who all came in
as substitutes as well. Payet
has struggled with weight issues his whole career, which
is why he is not in Villas-Boas
starting 11; nevertheless, on
his day, he can turn a game
on his head, which is exactly
what he did on Friday.
Payet received the ball in
the opposition’s final third,
dribbling toward the byline
before tripping at the edge of

Lille’s Burak Yilmaz shoots during the French League One soccer match between Lille and Olympique Lyonnais at the PierreMauroy Stadium in Villeneuve d’Ascq, northern France, Sunday,
Nov. 1, 2020. Yilmaz helped win a penalty shot against Olympique
Lyonnais. PHOTO BY PASCAL ROSSIGNOL/ AP

in the 72nd minute by winger
Morgan Sanson. The majority
of the first half consisted of a
stalemate between both sides,
with neither able to create a
clear-cut opportunity. Despite
this, Strasbourg was clearly
the better team, able to at least
demonstrate an ability to combine in Marseille’s final third.
Strasbourg’s
ingenuity
would translate into the second half; the 58th minute saw
left back Anthony Caci cut in
on his right and hit a ball toward net, def lecting off right
back Yuto Nagatomo. The
ball would just barely miss
the net, hitting the crossbar
before being cleared away by
Marseille’s defense. Although
they lacked the end product,
the fruits of their labor began
to show itself. Another opportunity came a minute after,
with Caci playing a ball to forward Habib Diallo, bringing
it down with his chest in the
direction of attacking midfielder Adrien Thomasson,
whose shot was easily dealt
with by veteran goalkeeper

then Dia would cause havoc
again in the 80th minute, easily splitting the Lens defense
to make it four.
Three goals in three minutes. It can’t get any crazier
than that, right? Wrong. Lens
forward Florian Socota headed it into the net in the 90th
minute to make it 4-3, with
added time the only hope of
getting an equalizer. A cross
that went into the net in the
91st minute was headed in
by Socota and despite being
cleared by the goalkeeper,
crossed the goal line; against
all odds, they tied it up at four,
and found a way to split the
points with Reims.
Without a doubt, this was
the craziest and most thrilling
match of the season. With this
draw, Lens fell to 11th in the table with 14 points, and Reims
fell to 16th with nine points.

the box. In spite of being in
an awkward position, he was
able to serve a ball to Benedetto in the box, who intelligently headed it back to Sanson, who was free at the top
of the box. He took it on the
half-volley, blasting it into the
top of the net for “Les Phocéens” first and the subsequent
game winner. Altogether, a
relatively boring and lifeless
performance by both sides —
particularly Marseille — was
salvaged by three substitutes
combining in-and-around the
opposition’s 18-yard box.
Villas-Boas deserves credit
for the changes, while Marseille should be motivated to
recreate the excellent build-up
play that led to the goal at more
points throughout the match.
With this win, Marseille rose
to fourth in the table with
18 points, while Strasbourg
stayed in the relegation zone
at 19th with six points.

Frustration:

while right back Thilo Kehrer
— who had just returned from
an adductor injury — also had
to be taken off, with the German international replaced
by left back Mitchel Bakker.
Finally, striker Moise Kean
was seen limping off the pitch
when replaced by center midfielder Danilo Pereira.
The medical report released
by the club on Sunday, Nov.
8 goes through all the injuries. Kehrer suffered a groin
strain, and his absence will
depend on the treatment he
undergoes. Kean suffered a
minor knock on his right knee,
which will only require a few
days of rest and treatment. Finally, Gana Gueye sustained a
left hamstring injury during
the match; no follow-up information was given as it relates
to his absence or treatment.
In more promising news,
forward Mauro Icardi and
key midfielder Marco Verratti will resume individual and
team training.
Overall, the German manager still has faith that his
players will be able to recover
before they return to domestic
action on Nov. 20 and a mustwin Champions League match
at home against RB Leipzig on
Nov. 24. Due to their injuries,
they will not participate in
the international break with
their respective countries, allowing them to achieve their
needed level of fitness. Kylian
Mbappé and Neymar Jr. are
also recovering from an injury,
but reports say they will defy
the club’s request and play for
their national teams, something that will definitely anger
those at the French capital.
Oh yeah, the match. The
Parisians’ battle to remain fit
takes away any relevance the
match may have garnered.
Overall, it was a dominant
performance by the French
champions;
they
pressed
Stade Rennais and did not let
them breathe throughout the
entirety of the match. Kean
opened the scoring in the 11th
minute off a poor giveaway in
the back by the Rennais defense. Ángel Di Maria made it
two 10 minutes later, receiving
an excellent through ball by
center midfielder Ander Herrera to leave him one-on-one
with the goalkeeper Alfred
Gomis, simply chipping it into
the back of the net.
Di Maria would get his brace
late in the second half, receiving a ball from right back Colin Dagba before cutting in and
directing it toward the bottom

ing to be a scoring machine,
bagging his fifth goal in all
competitions, and Di Maria
looks as if he is finally back to
100% after a stint on the sideline. Ultimately, if these players continue performing at
such a high level, the pressure
on Tuchel and the team will
drastically decrease.

Entertainment:
A mid-table clash for the
ages, as RC Lens and Stade De
Reims battled it out in a 4-4
thriller at the Stade BollaertDelelis. Simon Banza opened
up the scoring for Lens, heading it into the back of the net
off a corner in the 21st minute. Reims forward Kaj Sierhuis was the catalyst for the
team’s second, heading it back
toward left winger Mathieu
Cafaro, who had acres of free
space. Cafaro would drive
and slot it into the goalkeeper
Jean-Louis Leca’s near post,
leveling it up at one a piece.
Leca would make a crucial error to give Reims their
second, as a shot by forward
Boulaye Dia that should have
been easily dealt with sneaked
past him, giving them the 2-1
cushion. Lens then tied it up
thanks to an own goal by left
back Thomas Foket in the
77th minute, with Reims responding two minutes later,
scoring off a shot by Dia def lected into the net by Lens
midfielder Seko Fofana, and

LOSC
Lille’s
unbeaten
streak in all competitions finally came to an end on Sunday, Nov. 8, when they shockingly lost to Stade Brestois 29.
The match took place at the
home of Brestois, the Stade
Francis Le Ble; the home side
took an early advantage, with
right back Ronael Pierre-Gabriel heading in a cross by fellow fullback Romain Perraud
to make it 1-0.
Less than five minutes later
it was two, with Perraud taking a shot on the half volley
and putting it into the back
of the net. Although it was
an excellent hit, goalkeeper
Mike Maignan’s view was obstructed, which most likely
had a strong influence on him
conceding the goal. Then, just
before the half, an excellent
header by forward Ivan Cardona made it 3-0 for the hosts.
However, Lille responded
quickly. In the first half additional time, “Les Dogues”
won a penalty which was slotted home by forward Burak
Yilmaz. Without delay, he
would score his second early in
the second half, receiving a pass
in the box which he smashed
into the bottom left corner.
Despite the valiant effort, it
would not be enough; Brestois
held on to win and knock off
Christophe Galtier’s undefeated Lille side. For the most
part, Lille’s surprising lose can
be attributed to the jam packed
schedule they have; they are
becoming more accustomed to
handle both domestic and European competition, but it still
comes as a challenge, especially with their unsurprising lack
of depth, as they do not have
large sums of money like PSG.
In brief, it’s an exciting
time for the league, as such
entertaining and competitive
matchups are usually few and
far between. Moreover, an
increase in fatigue, as previously stated, will only lead to
much more of these intriguing end-to-end matchups.

Rennes’ Damien Da Silva is challenged by PSG’s Angel Di Maria
during the French League One soccer match between Paris
Saint-Germain and Rennes at the Parc des Princes in Paris,
France, Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020. Maria scored a second goal after
receiving an excellent through ball by center midfielder Ander
Herrera. Paris-Saint Germain’s won 3-0 against the Stade Rennais. PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHE ENA/AP
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UFC Santos-Teixeira Recap: Another exciting
chapter in career of Danbury’s Teixeira
by Mark Capel

win with a rear naked choke
less than three minutes into
the first round. Alexander Romanov rendered his opponent
unconscious with an unusual
choke that involved him putting his weight on top of Marcos
Rogerio de Lima’s neck. After
dropping round one, Yan Xiaonan took the final two frames

to earn a unanimous decision
win, her 11th straight win,
and likely a top five spot in the
rankings. Unfortunately, the
Saturday night’s prospects
fight between Ian Heinisch and
had a fairly good night and kept
Brendan Allen was cancelled
up the excitement behind them.
on fight day after Heinisch testThe night was topped with a
ed positive for COVID-19.
thrilling main event. Gustavo
Wow, what a main event!
Lopez picked up his first UFC
Thiago Santos and Connecticut’s own Glover
Teixeira were eager to get things
started.
Santos
came out throwing heavy leather
while
Teixeira
looked for an opportunity
for
a level change.
Several big shots
landed from Santos and it was
looking like it
might be a quick
ending to Teixeira’s title run.
A compromised
Teixeira then got
a hold of Santos’
hips but a series
of elbows sent
Teixeira
momentarily to his
knees. However,
Teixeira had still
In this handout image provided by UFC, Glover Teixeira (R) takes down Thiago
Santos in a light heavyweight fight during the UFC Fight Night event at UFC APEX maintained
his
on Nov. 07, 2020 in Las Vegas, Nevada. Teixeria ended up winning the match.
grasp around his
PHOTO BY JEFF BOTTARI/ ZUFFA LLC

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
mark.capel@uconn.edu

opponent, and beyond all belief
he stood back up and picked
Santos off the ground. Teixeira
slammed Santos to the canvas
and maintained this position for
the rest of the round.
Teixeira had a much easier
time securing a takedown in
the second stanza. He threw
the first punch of the round and
used it to perfectly mask a takedown attempt. Teixeira quickly
transitioned into full mount and
held a dominant position for the
entirety of the round. Teixeira
landed consistent ground and
pound to the body and head of
Santos, who looked in awful
shape on his stool at the end of
the round. Teixeira sank in a
submission late in the round,
but Santos was saved by the bell.
At the start of the third round,
Santos reversed the momentum
of the fight and floored Teixeira.
After dominating in the first
two rounds, it would be even
more heartbreaking if this was
how Teixeira’s title run came
to an end. Santos landed heavy
ground and pound, which Teixeira later described as feeling
like a sledgehammer, but Teixeira remained calm and did everything he could to maintain
a defensive position while absorbing the occasional bomb.
When Santos postured for the

victory and began raining down
hammerfists with both hands,
Teixeira saw his opening and
latched onto Santos’ hips. Teixeira took the back of his opponent and 15 seconds later, he had
won by rear naked choke.
The fight had several extreme turns, but when the
dust had settled, Teixeira had
put on an impressive performance that turned the heads
of fellow fighters. The result
makes for an interesting title situation. UFC President
Dana White has already announced that Israel Adesanya
is moving up in weight to fight
champ Jan Blachowicz, but
a few days after, Blachowicz
said he does not want to fight
until March. Following his big
win, Teixeira, who is now on
a five-fight win streak, called
for a title shot. In the postfight press conference, White
said, “It’s something we need
to figure out. But I heard him,
I agree with him and I’m taking him serious. I’m not going
to doubt this guy anymore.”
Let’s hope this means that
Teixeira’s next fight will be
for the title shot, and there’s
a small chance that Blachowicz’s timeline will let him step
in front of Adesanya and fight
Blachowicz in March.

The Good, Bad and Ugly: Premier League matchday 8 recap
by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

The eighth week of Premier
League fixtures was filled
with vigorous efforts across
all 20 teams, right before the
international break. As usual, there were some pretty
good games, some were bad
for certain teams and others
were just plain ugly.

The Good: Leicester City
1-0 Wolves (Sunday)
As it currently stands, the
Foxes are at the top of the
league once more after securing three points at the King
Power Stadium.
Leicester were awarded a
rather controversial penalty
in the 14th minute, at least in
my opinion. A couple minutes prior, Leicester were on
the attack in Wolves’ final
third. After receiving the ball
from James Justin, Dennis
Praet tried to whip the ball
into the penalty area, but the
play was intercepted by Max
Kilman’s arm. To me, and using the league’s rules about
handballs, Kilman didn’t
make himself “unnaturally
bigger” nor did he purposefully put his arm in the direction that the ball was going.
The distance between Praet
and Kilman was too close
for Kilman to react in time.
Regardless, the referee gave
Leicester the penalty upon
reviewing it, where Jamie
Vardy would be the one to
take it and score.
About 20 minutes later,
Leicester were given another
penalty, this time because of

a poor tackle by Rayan Aït
Nouri on Justin in the penalty
box. Vardy took the kick, but
unlike last time, Rui Patricio
managed to block the shot.
In the 77th minute, Wolves
were close to levelling the
game. After an initial play
that resulted in Leicester interfering, the ball went out
toward Adama Traoré who
made a one-touch pass to Nélson Semedo. Giving the ball
one more pass, he gave the
ball to Rúben Neves who made
a powerful shot from outside
the penalty box. While it was
a great shot on target, Kasper
Schmeichel managed to react
at the last second and saved
the ball from going in.

The Bad: Leeds United 1-4

Crystal Palace (Saturday)
Another disappointing result for the Whites. Same
result as last week’s game
against Leicester, but this
time on the road against the
Eagles at Selhurst Park.
Palace’s first goal came in
the 12th minute from a corner
kick by Eberechi Eze. From
the set piece, the ball went
right towards Scott Dann who
headed the ball in, marking
his first goal in three years.
Leeds were pretty quick to
equalize, or so they thought.
Four minutes later, in the
buildup to their play, Mateusz
Klich passed the ball to Patrick Bamford who had empty
space between him and Palace’s center-backs. Despite a

celebration from Leeds’ top
goalscorer, the goal was reviewed through VAR, and
said Bamford was offside because of his arm. In the 22th
minute, the Eagles would
score from another set piece,
but this time from a free-kick by
Eze who shot a bar-down goal.
Leeds weren’t going to let the
hosts keep a clean sheet, as in
the 27th minute the game was
back on. After a long pass up
the field, Klich headed the ball
toward Bamford. Being onside
this time, Bamford chested the
ball for control, and shot it towards the far post.
Before the first half ended,
Leeds would score an own
goal by Helder Costa. Wilfred
Zaha made a long pass for
Patrick van Aanholt to run
toward. Aanholt went for the

Crystal Palace’s Eberechi Eze, right, scores his side’s second goal during the English Premier
League soccer match between Crystal Palace and Leeds United at the Selhurst Park stadium in
London, England, Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020. The Crystal Palace won 4 to 1 against Leeds. PHOTO BY NAOMI
BAKER/ AP
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watching this week
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cross, and while Costa tried
to block the cross-in, the def lected ball went into the goal.
The Eagles’ final goal of
the match came in the 70th
minute by Jordan Ayew. Zaha
dribbled the ball from the left
side of the field to cut inward.
Seeing Ayew completely wide
open, he crossed the ball over
and put the finishing touch to
move Palace up to eighth.

The Ugly: Arsenal 0-3
Aston Villa (Sunday)
From being on a three-game
win streak to conceding three
goals at the Emirates, Mikel Arteta’s men moved down to 11th.
Villa’s first goal came in the
25th minute in the form of an
own goal. The Lions pressed
Arsenal’s defense, and after
some time Ross Barkley went
for a fake shot and ended up
passing the ball to Matt Targett. Targett quickly crossed
the ball toward the far post
and Bukayo Saka accidentally
tapped the ball into his own
net while trying to clear it.
The Lions’ other two goals
didn’t occur until the 72nd and
75th minutes, both scored by
Ollie Watkins. In the buildup
to their second goal, Douglas
Luiz made a long cross toward
Barkley who volleyed the ball
into the penalty area. A fast
cross, but Watkins was able to
head the ball in. Aston Villa’s
final goal wouldn’t have happened if it weren’t for Jack Grealish. Grealish made a powerful run from his own half into
the Gunners’ final third. Seeing a golden opportunity, he
passed to Watkins who put
the ball between Bernd Leno’s legs and into the net.

TWEETS OF THE DAY
UConn Women’s Basketball

Teams we’re paying
attention to

@UConnWBB
It’s me and my friends
New Haven Register

@nhregister
Big East men’s basketball notebook: Will
UConn return to the Top 25 this season?

vs.
New York
Jets

New
England
Patriots

Athletes we’re
paying attention to

Patrick
Mahomes

UConn Softball

@uconnbsb

Who is going to lead their coaching staff
to the coveted jug in the 2020 Blue/White
World Series?!!

@UConnSoftball
Sunday Funday
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

