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Storrs rattled by earthquake Sunday
by Mikhael Thompson
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
mikhael.thompson@uconn.edu

Residents at the University
of Connecticut felt the ground
rumble under their feet on Sunday when shocks from a magnitude 3.6 earthquake reverberated from Massachusetts to
Connecticut.
According to UConn’s Department of Geosciences,
while New England has experienced earthquakes before,
it is rare that they are large
enough to be felt. There have
not been any reports of an
earthquake this large since
October 2012, when an earthquake whose epicenter was
in Maine was felt throughout
Connecticut.
Seismographic data from
the Department of Geosciences showed that the earthquake
happened in the early morning around 9 a.m. and lasted
almost five minutes.
Emily House, a first-semester
student, said she did not feel the
shocks from the quake because
she was asleep at the time.
“But I did feel [the Maine

earthquake] in 2012,” House
said. “I’m from Massachusetts,
and it was pretty big in Springfield … and apparently, even
though I’m living on campus,
I heard it shook my house this
year too. Which is pretty crazy
because I feel like we never really hear about earthquakes on
this side.”
Kristen LaBanca, a seventhsemester student, said she
hardly ever hears about natural disasters happening in New
England, which is why the
earthquake was so surprising
for her and many other students.
“I feel like it’s very crazy to
hear, especially in Connecticut where nothing [naturally]
bad ever happens here, except
for hurricanes,” LaBlanca said.
“I’m glad everyone is safe, I’m
shocked to hear that there was
an earthquake.”
Faculty in the Department of
Geosciences said although the
UConn area is not on the boundary of a tectonic plate, stresses
in the interior of the plate can
trigger ancient faults, which are
often hundreds of millions of
years old.

UConn lab helps state with election auditing
by Luke Hajdasz
STAFF WRITER
luke.hajdasz@uconn.edu

Despite a very unordinary
2020 election, a University of
Connecticut laboratory dedicated
to election auditing is maintaining its ordinary election routine
of ensuring Connecticut’s vote
tabulators did their jobs correctly.
Alexander Russell, a professor
of computer science at UConn, is
part of a team that has partnered
with the secretary of state’s office
at UConn to help audit election
results each year.

“In the United
States, election
procedures are
really determined
at the state level.
If you look across
the United States,
you’ll see a range
of nothing at all, to
what Connecticut
does, to even
more aggressive,
even to the level
of [auditing] all
the ballots in the
state.”
ALEXANDER RUSSELL

The Engineering Building at the University of Connecticut. Alexander Russell, a UConn computer
science professor, has helped audit election results each year with the secretary of state’s office
at UConn. PHOTOS BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The lab, funded by the state, is
made up of five full-time professors and engineers from UConn,
as well as a team of undergraduate and graduate students. For the
last few years, the state has even
used software written by UConn
professionals to double-check the
reported numbers.
“The registrar of voters for [a]
polling station takes all of their
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hand-marked ballots to the secretary of state’s office and we use
some software written at UConn
to retabulate the ballots,” Russell
said. “We’ve got a scanner and
a computer and it tabulates that
election. It does that human-assisted as it shows every ballot one
by one and the human verifies it.”
Each election, Connecticut
randomly selects five percent of
reporting precincts to audit in
order to verify the tabulators did
their job correctly.
“In the United States, election
procedures are really determined
at the state level,” Russell said. “If
you look across the United States,
you’ll see a range of nothing at all,
to what Connecticut does, to even
more aggressive, even to the level
of [auditing] all the ballots in the
state.”
Audits differ from recounts in
that audits ensure machines are
working properly, while recounts
involve manual labor to verify results were accurate, Russell said.
“The good news when it comes
to a state like Connecticut is that
they use paper ballots,” Russell
said. “If in Connecticut you ever
find a reason to be suspicious,
you have the luxury of going back
and doing a reliable hand-count
of the entire precinct to put any
uncertainties to rest.”
According to Russell, audits
typically do not change election
results.
“The hope is every time you do
an audit, the original tally and the
audited tally are identical or can
be explained a certain way,” Russell said.
According to the Audit Procedure Manual from the secretary
of state’s office, these “explained
in a certain way” ballots Russell
referred to are mismarked ballots. These mismarks include ballots where the voter slashed the
bubble of their choice rather than
bubbling it in. Auditors use this
information to see how the machine read this marking, while
a recount would see if that vote
counted towards the final tally.
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Former UConn defensive tackle
Foley Fatukasi blows up James
White and forces a fumble on
4th and short.
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How Biden navigated pandemic
politics to win the White House

President-elect Joe Biden speaks during a drive-in rally at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh.

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP)
— Joe Biden was fresh off winning the Michigan primary and
effectively capturing the Democratic presidential nomination,
a prize he’d sought for the better
part of three decades. Instead of
plotting a strategy to build momentum, he was contemplating
an abrupt halt.
He gathered his senior team
in a conference room on the 19th
floor of his campaign’s Philadelphia headquarters, the type of
in-person meeting that would
soon be deemed a public health
risk. A former surgeon general
and Food and Drug Administration commissioner joined on
speakerphone.
As the coronavirus began
to explode across the United
States that March, Biden asked
a question that would ultimately
guide the campaign’s thinking
for months: “What should I be
modeling?”
The health experts recommended the 77-year-old Biden
step away from campaigning
as soon as possible, both for
his safety and that of staff and
supporters. Biden agreed. He
decided that he and every staff
member would work from home
starting that weekend. All field
offices would be closed.

PHOTO BY ANDREW HARNIK/AP PHOTO

“If there’s no pandemic, he gets a chance to get out and do
what he does, which is retail campaigning, meeting people
where they are, having the opportunity to sit with folks and
speak to crowds and walk down the street. That’s what he
would have preferred, obviously.”
JAKE SULLIVAN

He wouldn’t return to in-person campaigning for 174 days.
It was a decision without
precedent in modern American politics. Barack Obama and
John McCain returned to Washington in the final weeks of the
2008 campaign to respond to
that year’s financial collapse,
but only briefly. In an era when
voters are accustomed to seeing
their presidential candidates
constantly, the idea of a complete withdrawal was unthinkable.
That was especially true for
Biden, whose tactile approach
to politics is legendary.
“It was a hard call,” said Jake
Sullivan, a senior Biden adviser. “If there’s no pandemic,
he gets a chance to get out and
do what he does, which is retail
campaigning, meeting people
where they are, having the op-
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portunity to sit with folks and
speak to crowds and walk down
the street. That’s what he would
have preferred, obviously.”
For Biden, who has been
elected the 46th president of the
United States, perhaps no decision was more consequential to
his victory, making it possible to
flip states such as Arizona and
Wisconsin, where coronavirus
infections and hospitalizations
spiked the week of the election.
Still, the cautious approach
prompted ridicule from President Donald Trump, who constantly teased Biden for “hiding
in his basement” and returned
to large in-person events much
sooner than his rival, and with
far fewer precautions.
Some Democrats also worried. Several state party chairs
and down-ballot candidates
privately urged the campaign

to resume in-person events and
canvassing. Texas Democratic
Chairman Gilberto Hinojosa
warned that Latino turnout
could suffer. The lack of personal outreach has been blamed
for contributing to Biden’s poor
showing with Latinos in Florida, a battleground that Trump
carried.
But Biden refused to change
course, defining himself early on as a responsible foil to
Trump, someone who could
make difficult choices and serve
as something of a role model to
a country facing a historic set of
crises.
It was a theme Biden would
return to repeatedly in the
months ahead as millions of
people lost their jobs, the largest
protest movement since the civil
rights era bloomed in response
to police killings of Black peo-
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ple, and Trump threatened central elements of American democracy by refusing to commit
to a peaceful transfer of power if
he lost.
This account of Biden’s rise to
the presidency is based on interviews with more than a dozen
people who hold senior positions in the Biden and Trump
campaigns along with strategists and donors in each party.
Many spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss the turbulent campaign with candor.
They all agree on one thing:
The coronavirus fundamentally
reshaped the race.
In the early hours of Friday,
Oct. 2, a senior official at the
Republican National Committee texted a colleague with
a dire message about the fate
of Trump’s campaign: It was
hopeless.
The president had just announced that he and his wife,
Melania, had tested positive for
the coronavirus, joining the 7
million Americans already infected. By the end of the day,
Trump would be taken to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center on Marine One, the
short helicopter ride over the
Washington skyline captured
on live television.
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US allows 1st emergency use of a COVID-19 antibody drug
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S.
health officials have allowed
emergency use of the first antibody drug to help the immune
system fight COVID-19, an experimental approach against the
virus that has killed more than
238,000 Americans.
The Food and Drug Administration on Monday cleared
the experimental drug from Eli
Lilly for people 12 and older with
mild or moderate COVID-19
not requiring hospitalization.
It’s a one-time treatment given
through an IV.
The therapy is still undergoing additional testing to establish
its safety and effectiveness. It is
similar to a treatment President
Donald Trump received after
contracting the virus last month.
Early results suggest the drug,

called bamlanivimab, may help
clear the coronavirus sooner and
possibly cut hospitalizations in
people with mild to moderate
COVID-19. A study of it in hospitalized patients was stopped
when independent monitors saw
the drug did not seem to be helping in that situation.
The government previously
reached an agreement to buy and
supply much of the early production of Lilly’s drug.
Only one drug — Gilead Sciences’ remdesivir — has full
FDA approval for treating COVID-19. Government treatment
guidelines also back using dexamethasone and other steroids for
certain severely ill, hospitalized
patients.
One other treatment has an
emergency use designation now

U.S. health
officials
have allowed
emergency use of
the first antibody
drug to help the
immune system
fight COVID-19,
an experimental
approach against
the virus that
has killed more
than 238,000
Americans.

Biden eyes Washington
veterans for key
administration posts
WILMINGTON, Del. (AP)
— President-elect Joe Biden
is looking to build out his nascent White House staff with
more traditional Washington
insiders, a notable departure
from four years in which President Donald Trump filled his
team with outsiders and government antagonists.
Ron Klain is an early favorite to become Biden’s chief of
staff, according to multiple
people familiar with planning who spoke on condition
of anonymity to speak freely
about private discussions. He
has decades of Washington
experience that includes being Biden’s chief of staff when
he was vice president in addition to serving as the Ebola
response coordinator in 2014
and having a central role in
the Obama administration’s
financial crisis response.
Delaware Sen. Chris Coons,
a longtime Biden ally and
friend, is seen as a potential
choice for secretary of state.
Rep. Karen Bass of California, whom Biden considered
for vice president, is seen as a
potential housing and urban
development secretary. Both
served in Congress for the
past decade.
Biden is expected to move
quickly to name a chief of
staff, but other top Cabinet
positions will likely take longer.
The names under consideration represent Biden’s effort
to move Washington past the
tumult of President Donald

Trump’s administration and
fill out his government with
more seasoned professionals.
The task is taking on even
greater urgency than in past
transitions because Biden will
take office in January amid
a raging pandemic that will
likely consume the early days
of his presidency and require
a full government response.

Ron Klain is an
early favorite to
become Biden’s
chief of staff,
according to
multiple people
familiar with
planning who
spoke on condition
of anonymity
to speak freely
about private
discussions.
Biden made clear on Monday that he would focus on the
pandemic by forming a coronavirus advisory board. Former Surgeon General Vivek
Murthy, who was named a cochair of that panel, is seen as
a contender for the top job at
the Department of Health and
Human Services. New Mexico
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham,
who ran her state’s health de-

partment, is also being eyed
for the position.
Even for roles where Biden
has the opportunity to make
history and appoint the first
woman or African American
Cabinet secretary, like at defense and treasury, Biden is
said to be considering options
with decades of experience in
their chosen fields.
Roger Ferguson, who served
as vice chair of the Federal Reserve under Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush, is a potential treasury secretary, while
Michele Flournoy, a former
under secretary of defense, is
seen as a top pick to lead the
Pentagon.
Some Democrats are hopeful that the more traditional
picks will help rebuild morale
among the thousands of civil
servants who felt thwarted at
doing their jobs under Trump.
“You’re not only talking
about people who have an expertise in government functions, you’re talking about
people who have a great deal
of respect for government
functions,” said Ed Espinoza,
former western states political
director for the Democratic
National Committee. “That’s
a key distinction between the
Trump administration and a
Biden administration.”
It’s a striking shift from
Trump, who built out his Cabinet with a raft of unorthodox
picks, many of whom were
openly skeptical of the federal
government’s role in the jobs
they were tasked with.

— convalescent plasma, or the
blood of COVID-19 survivors.
No large studies have shown it to
be more effective than usual care
alone, however.
The new drug is part of an
emerging family of biologic therapies that offer a promising new
approach to preventing serious
disease and death from COVID-19. Experts say the infused
drugs could serve as a therapeutic bridge to help manage the
virus until vaccines are widely
available.
The drugs are laboratorymade versions of antibodies,
blood proteins which the body
creates to help target and eliminate foreign infections. The
new therapies are concentrated
versions of the antibodies that
proved most effective against the

virus in patient studies.
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals
Inc. also has asked for emergency authorization for an antibody
drug it is testing, the one Trump
received.
FDA regulators authorized
the Lilly drug using their emergency powers to quickly speed
the availability of experimental
drugs and other medical products during public health crises.
In normal times the FDA requires “substantial evidence” to
show that a drug is safe and effective, usually through one or
more large, rigorously controlled
patient studies. But during public health emergencies the agency can lower those standards
and require only that an experimental treatment’s potential
benefits outweigh its risks.

Stocks rally worldwide
with hopes for a
return to ‘normal’
NEW YORK (AP) — Brimming hopes that people will
again return to office buildings,
shopping centers and normal life
sent markets rallying worldwide
on Monday, following encouraging data about a potential coronavirus vaccine.

“People are buying
those because
they see a light
at the end of the
tunnel.”
TODD MORGAN

The S&P 500 rose 41.06, or
1.2%, to 3,550.50 after Pfizer said
an early peek at its vaccine data
suggests the shots may be 90%
effective at preventing COVID-19, though that doesn’t mean
its release is imminent. The index at the heart of many 401(k)
accounts had been up as much
as 3.9% earlier in the day, though
it pared its gain in the last hour
of trading amid drops for the Big
Tech stocks that dominate the
market.
Markets worldwide also got
a boost from a resolution to the
long, market-bruising battle
for the White House. Democrat Joe Biden over the weekend
clinched the last of the electoral
votes needed to become the next
president. Investors say they just
wanted a clear winner to emerge,
instead of rooting for one of the
two, but a Biden administration
constrained by a Congress under split control will likely offer a
balance of more predictable policies.

A man walks across the street from the marquee of the Grand Lake Theater in Oakland, California Monday.

PHOTO BY JEFF CHIU/AP PHOTO

Treasury yields and oil prices
burst higher as the vaccine news
allowed investors to feel confident about a stronger economic
recovery on the way. The yield
on the 10-year Treasury shot up
from 0.81% before the announcement to 0.93%, a big move for
the bond market. The key rate
touched its highest level since
March earlier in the morning,
according to Tradeweb. U.S. oil
jumped 8.5%.
Stocks of companies that
most need the economy and the
world to return to normal for
their profits to heal led the way.
An 11.6% surge for Chevron and
11.9% jump for The Walt Disney Co. amid hopes that people
will start driving and flying to
theme parks again helped the
Dow Jones Industrial Average
climb 834.57 points, or 2.9%, to
29,157.97.

“If that proves
to be correct, it
is a significant
positive surprise
and increases
the odds of a
quicker return to
normalcy.”
AJAY RAJADHYAKSHA

Cruise operators and owners
of office buildings and shopping
centers were among the market’s
biggest winners on expectations
people will feel comfortable
again riding elevators to a desk
or shopping in enclosed stores.
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What to expect from Biden’s immigration policy

by Harrison Raskin
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
harrison.raskin@uconn.edu

Many Americans are pleased
that our next president appears
to be more polite, kind and sensible than his predecessor, at
least in public relations. Yet,
it’s critical that we are capable
of acknowledging the nuance of
political developments, including the extent to which new
leadership can continue old
policies and maintain previous
political structures in spite of
outward appearances.
One significant area of continuity for the Biden administration promises to be immigration policy. The 46th president
claims the Trump immigration
policy has been disastrous for
the country and the new administration will quickly overturn the worst of these policies,

including the border wall. It’s
important to note how Biden’s
language on this topic is centered around Trump’s failure
to address what Biden considers legitimate “security concerns” from immigrants and
the threat that reduced immigration poses to the American
economy (that’s code for less
cheap labor). In other words,
Biden’s central concern is not

Biden’s central
concern is not the
dehumanization and
death associated with
border militarization
but the effects on
gross domestic
product and the
federal budget.

the dehumanization and death
associated with border militarization but the effects on gross
domestic product and the fede r a l
budget.

Additionally,
the
O b a m a
administration in which Joe
Biden served as Vice President
deported 3,000,000 migrants,
which Joe Biden praised last
year as “a heck of a job.” For
reference, that is more deportations than any other American
president and more than the
sum of migrant deportations
during the entire 20th century.

One might argue that Barack
Obama did not deport so many
migrants due to a personal
vendetta against them or due
to any xenophobia on his part.
But, if for some reason Obama
deported these millions against
his own conscience, this would
strongly reinforce the notion
that U.S. presidents, including
Biden, act according to the demands of their wealthy donors
rather than their own personal
beliefs. In other words: The
idea that Biden will be “better”
or “nicer” to migrants than
Trump is baseless because
Biden is supported by the same
capitalist class which funded
the campaigns of Obama and
Trump.
More importantly, many of
the greatest criticisms leveraged at the Trump administration’s immigration policy

The idea that Biden
will be “better” or
“nicer” to migrants
than Trump is baseless
because Biden is
supported by the same
capitalist class which
funded the campaigns
of Obama and Trump.
originated during the Obama
administration. While Obama
did not publicly advocate for
building a wall across our
southern border, he repurposed hundreds of billions
of dollars for militarizing the
border and empowering patrol
agents.

See BIDEN, p. 8

The Republican UConn Vermont: A regional campus
party is dying
THE TWO PARTY SYSTEM WILL PREVAIL
WITH DEMOCRATS MOVING RIGHT AND
PROGRESSIVES TAKING THE LEFT
by Sam Zelin

CONTRIBUTOR
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

Federalists.
Democratic-Republicans. Whigs. What do these
three have in common? They
were all at one point major parties in this country, and I believe
that the Republicans, a party that
came to the forefront in the leadup to the Civil War, will be joining that list soon. Now, when one
looks at those dead parties, it’s
important to understand that the
ideologies they stood for did not
die with them. Partisan politics
and ideological politics are not
static or tied to each other, and the
push and pull of these two forces
usually leads to the splitting of old
coalitions and the creation of new
ones.

Politics should be
an arena where
the issues that are
debated do not
infringe on certain
peoples’ right to live.

Both major parties seem to have
two separate wings: The Republicans having a large base of Donald
Trump fanatics as well as lifelong
conservatives that refuse to vote
for him and the Democrats having the moderate Joe Biden fans as
well as the progressives. Let’s see
what each is currently up to.
Trump’s base is currently demanding recounts and screaming about fraud into a vacuum
that only they seem to care about,
and I think this serves them right.
Politics should be an arena where
the issues that are debated do not
infringe on certain peoples’ right
to live. The fact that our presidential election was essentially a referendum on whether Black lives
matter, if herd immunity is a good
idea or if some Nazis can be “good

people” is a disgrace. None of that
is politics, those are all basic human decency issues. So please
excuse me as I disclude this group
from the rest of this political article.
Now we come to the part of the
Republican party that didn’t support Trump: The Lincoln Projecters, the Never-Trumpers, whatever you want to call them. These
are Republicans who seem themselves as close to the middle, who
largely support many liberal social policies, but continue to refer
to themselves as Republican. As
I’ve said in a previous article, this
makes no logical sense. You can’t
have your cake and eat it too, and
there’s really not many reasons
other than pride that these people
couldn’t classify themselves as
moderate Democrats. If the only
reason they’re still Republican is
because they need the support of
the far-right side of their party to
get elected, they really aren’t as
moral as they say they are. However, with this Presidential election we saw many of these people
support Biden, and that’s where
we can segway into the Democrat
part of the spectrum.

The [Democratic]
party has become
a coalition of many
groups who have
compromised in
order to actually get
something done.
Anyone that looks at the Democratic party and sees one homogenous group is not looking hard
enough. The party has become
a coalition of many groups who
have compromised in order to actually get something done.

See PARTY, p. 8
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by Ben Gladstone
CONTRIBUTOR
ben.gladstone@uconn.edu

UConn has recently ended its
Connecticut Commitment program, leading to calls for more
college affordability. I believe the
way to make college affordable
is to increase supply. Unfortunately, many colleges are closing,
especially in Vermont, which reduces supply and therefore leads
to an increased price. One may
raise the objection that academic
standards are important, but
many more people are capable
of meeting college requirements
than currently are admitted,
demonstrated by colleges seeking non-academic criteria such
as extracurriculars, volunteering
and even social media thoughtcrime checks. That is because
the modern college has largely
ceased to be an educational institution and has become a sorting
tool for big business, and people’s

destinies are largely decided in
high school or earlier. That is
the problem, and reducing the
price for a few students without
increasing overall supply doesn’t
solve it. It merely shifts who gets
opportunities rather than increasing them.
My solution instead is for
UConn to buy 1 to 2 campuses in
Vermont, and potentially more
if more fail. UConn is currently
planning on building new dorms,
which would likely compete with
off-campus housing rather than
allowing for new students given
our limited academic capacity. However, Southern Vermont
College and College of St. Joseph
have recently closed and buying
their campuses would likely be
cheaper in the short-term than
building new ones. Then we
could make a profit, potentially
even charging extra for the new
program, while still benefiting
the cause of college affordabil-

ity by increasing supply. If we
wanted to go further, we could
partner with underprivileged
high schools in Connecticut and
Vermont, giving them a streamlined path to admission and help
with application.
For the program, I propose
mainly liberal arts and scientific
studies like forestry. I also think
there are many opportunities
to partner with other nearby
universities, and its proximity to Canada could allow for an
international program. UConn
Vermont students could have
an opportunity for a semester in
Quebec, and there could also be a
path to these programs through
Quebec CEGEPs. Ultimately, just
as at regional campuses, UConn
Vermont students would come
to the Storrs campus in their junior year. This would give us an
advantage, as the Vermont campuses could allow for more experimental programs while still
providing access to important
classes and research we have at
Storrs.
Another interesting thing that
could be done is a road orientation. Instead of going straight to
the campus, the orientation and
beginning of the classes could be
conducted at campsites along the
way from Connecticut. For recreation, there’s nature to walk in
and there would be ways to make
it work for wheelchair users.
Dartmouth has first-year trips,
and this could be a longer version of that. Guest lectures from
people living along the way could
also be interesting, as many people raised in urban and suburban
areas don’t really know much
about the rural experience.
Another advantage this project
could have is its potential to assist
with the decolonization of UConn. Increasing the overall UConn
building area will allow the university to give some buildings, in
both Connecticut and Vermont,
back to the original tribes that
inhabited those territories while
the increased profit from the new
programs would allow us to help
those tribes without a net loss
in funds. The major challenge is
to convince the administration,
board of trustees and general assembly to think long-term rather
than continuing dangerous austerity policies that have proven
not to work.
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Poetesses of color unite in activism
by Sarah Goodman
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sarah.goodman@uconn.edu

Summer Dawn Reyes of the
In Full Color organization
hosted the “Poetry As Activism” writing workshop with
the Women’s Center last night.
In Full Color is an organization that seeks to empower
artistic women of color while
also informing the public of
issues that affect all WOC. In
Full Color’s repertoire features
numerous artistic ventures
outside of writing workshops,
including hosting poetry readings, publishing zines and
even performance activism; in
the organization’s grand opening, the corps writers of In
Full Color stood proudly and
silently against the audience to
convey WOC empowerment.
While the rapturous “Barracuda” by 70s female led band
Heart roared in the virtual
meeting’s background, the
“Poetry As Activism” workshop began by imploring its
attendees to use one word to
describe their feelings about
activism. The words used
were ones that perfectly embodied In Full Color’s ethos:
Among them were “powerful,”
“hopeful,” “energizing,” “determined” and “liberation.”
When asked for the definition of activism, students
agreed that activism consists of lasting and collective
change, no matter how miniscule, through individual leadership.
Connecting
the
module to the theme of activism

Summer Dawn Reyes speaks at the “Poetry as Activism” workshop hosted by the
Women’s Center last night. Reyes was accompanied by two guest speakers in a forum
intended to empower women of color interested in the arts. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

with an artistic slant, Reyes
described that, “Art creates
empathy. Empathy creates
change … It’s hard to hate from
up close, and art brings you
hella up close!”
Using the Black feminist and
abolitionist Sojourner Truth’s
widely renowned “Ain’t I A
Woman” speech to construct
her argument, Reyes highlighted the intersectionality
of Truth’s identity as a Black
woman that was responsible
for the birth of art with lasting
profundity.
The workshop featured two
speakers to perform live readings of their written works.
The first was Stephanie Dinsae who recited her poem
“Mannequin.” With the piece
having been inspired after
witnessing the racial profiling

of her friend on the University
of Connecticut Storrs campus,
Dinsae employed metaphorical
language in poetic free-form to
compare the functionality of
Blackness in a racist society as
being that of a mannequin’s:
“Do you see how that goes? /
How they want the labor from
your body, the creativity from
your brain, but not for you to
stick around? / They want the
mannequin of you / For you to
be stiff and rigid and be made
of plastic or marble or metal,
but never flesh / They never
want to acknowledge that
you are breathing, that you
are breathing, until you stop
/ Even then, they may let you
rot…”
Dinsae stated that her work
not only mechanizes itself as
a call to action, but also as a

form of personal expression.
Though the piece was mobilized more chiefly by race,
Dinsae commented that the
femme-of-center WOC identity
allows for the same feelings.
“You can always see the
tropes falling through the
cracks … Even in my own relationships, I’m sometimes worried about that … Feeling like
a mannequin, or feeling like
somebody who’s just providing all of this emotional labor,
and that’s not really being reciprocated,” Dinsae said.
The second speaker was
Crystal Letters with the poem
“Complexion.” Letters soulfully and powerfully addressed
her audience on the meaning
of identity, stating that its divisions are arbitrary in the
grand schema of life.

“You also experience the
same common pain as me /
Express your truth / In your
stress, are your shoulders
weak and heavy? / Does the
tension give you hell? / Do you
ache at the weight of heavy
boxes? / Do you cry out of
pleasure and of pain through
birth and death?” Letters said.
“Do you bleed after you’ve
been injured? / After you’ve
been cut? / What shade do you
bleed? … You and I both know
this answer all too well.”
Following the recitations,
Reyes led a 25 minute writing exercise with the prompt,
“Turn your passion into poetry.” Participants followed the
posted guidelines of activist
poetry, which were said to be
describing the problem, sharing experiences, engaging
audiences, planting food for
thought and manifesting a solution to said problem. Reyes
concluded the workshop by
sharing her piece that perfectly encapsulated the themes
of empowerment espoused
throughout the “Poetry As
Activism” event: “Remember
that you are vulnerable / That
prejudice is truly blind / But
also remember that you are
powerful.”
Follow In Full Color for
more projects on their website
infullcolor.org and/or their
Instagram/Facebook @infullcolorus.
Stephanie Dinsae’s Instagram is @writesumdinsightful. Crystal Letters’ website is
crystalletters.com and she can
be contacted on Instagram @
crystallettersofficial.

Netflix’s ‘Operation Christmas Drop’
opens up hearts of everyone watching
by Jordana Castelli
STAFF WRITER
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

Netf lix’s newest holiday film,
“Operation Christmas Drop,” was
released this past Friday and surprisingly enough, it exceeded my expectations. I was expecting a cheesy,
standard Christmas movie that had
me falling asleep before it even finished, but this one delivered.
“Operation Christmas Drop” delves
into the behind-the-scenes of a massive giveaway that a United States
Air Force base completes every year.
How so, do you ask? By dropping
large boxes full of goodies outside of
moving airplanes, and then having
them gently land on various impoverished islands by parachute. I know,
it sounds too good to be true … and
it is. A particular congresswoman
wants nothing to do with this base,
and ultimately tries to shut it down.
Erica, a congressional aid, has last
minute orders to travel to a tropical base where she meets Captain
Andrew Jantz, a devoted member
of Operation Christmas Drop and
Erica’s very own tour guide. Jantz is
aware Erica’s sole mission for travel-

ing to the island is to find reasons to
defund the base, and uses his charm
and charisma to try to persuade her
otherwise … but will it work?
This romantic comedy is cheesy
enough to occasionally make you
cringe, but relatable enough where
you end up falling in love (at least I
did). The one thing about this movie
that works to bring everyone together
is its core value: giving back to the
community. Operation Christmas
Drop is centered around giving necessary supplies to people who are
in need, including books, clothes,
food and so much more. Giving back
is something that binds the human
race together and reminds people of
what Christmas is truly about. As I
watched the movie, I was reminded
the holiday season is not just about
receiving presents under the tree, but
more so about being grateful for what
we have and not taking anything for
granted. It’s a reminder of the power
of community, and what amazing
things can be achieved if everyone
works toward a common goal.
Plot aside, “Operation Christmas
Drop” is both modern and relevant.
The recent election made the political
undertones of the story very fitting,

and I enjoyed the dynamic between
the congresswoman and the congressional aid, not to mention them both
being female was lovely. I found the
film to be very diverse, with multiple
Black characters and multiple interracial relationships. It embodies the
notion that people of color and females are capable of running powerful positions, and doing so efficiently
and successfully.
While I had no idea until the end
of the film, “Operation Christmas
Drop” is loosely based off of a real
story. In fact, Operation Christmas
Drop is the longest-running U.S.
Department of Defense mission and
has been taking place since 1952. The
Air Force began dropping supplies to
more than 50 islands around the Pacific Ocean after one day a few pilots
saw people waving to them from the
land below. The movie was filmed at
the actual Air Force base in Guam
where this operation takes place.
If you’re looking to get into the holiday spirit and you’re a lover of romcoms, be sure to check out “Operation
Christmas Drop” on Netf lix … you
won’t be disappointed.
Rating: 5/5
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‘No One Else, Not Even You’ is a perfect EP
by Ian Ward

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ian.ward@uconn.edu

Mae Muller is not the first person
you think of when it comes to being
a pop legend. With her new EP “No
One Else, Not Even You,” however,
Muller has shown she is
a legend in the making.
The opening track
“Dependent” displays
a relationship between
Muller and a guy which
can be described as
intense. Lines like “I
think it’s happenin’, I
tried to run away / But
you’re under my skin,
like I’m under your
covers, babe” showcase
Muller’s intense emotional connection with
a guy and her bubbly
songwriting. Muller’s
range and the song’s
tempo feel similar to fellow British pop singer
Lily Allen.
Muller continues to
f lex her strength as
an artist on the track
“HFBD” where instead
of gushing over a guy,
she is wishing him the
worst. The lines “Happy
f****n’ birthday / I hope
it is the worst day of the
year / Everytime you celebrate, you’ll be thinkin’ of my face /
Sayin’ ‘Happy f****n’ birthday,’ my
dear” reveal how savage Muller can
be during a breakup. Throughout
the album, listeners find out that

this guy Muller talks about was not
a model boyfriend or a solid person.
Where Muller really shines as an
artist is with her connection to her
audience. She channels an Ariana
Grande “Thank U Next” energy on
the song “Wish U Well” where she
wishes she had closure with her

and lambent. She grills her ex for
being a creep and sings, “Can’t have
eyes for everything you see, yeah /
Get a life, you’re f****ng 33.”
Being emotional has always been
a part of pop music. The struggle
that most pop artists face is how to
balance their emotions while also

ex but ultimately wants him to do
well. Yet the following and closing
track, “Work Like That” brings out
the Dua Lipa “Don’t Start Now”
side of Muller, which is aggressive

putting out a quality record. Muller
is only 23 and has already figured
out this balance sooner than artists generations ahead of her. She
starts off the EP as a bright eyed

lover who is all about being with
her man. But as the project progresses, she forms a disdain toward
her ex and starts to become bitter.
By the end, she feels stronger than
ever and is ready to start a new life.
Hearing Muller’s vocals is the
cherry on top of this sweet sundae.
They are hypnotic and passionate
while also vulnerable during more
subdued tracks. Muller’s British
accent sometimes comes through
on some songs, but it only makes
those tracks more relatable. The
song “So Annoying” is a great example of this where she is venting about how annoying she is
toward her boyfriend. The
lines, “I’ll go ‘round to your
house and, all we’ll do is
talk / Then drive around
for hours, for no reason
at all / I guess I miss the
way that, the way it was
before / When we were
just so young, no, dumb
and immature” have
Muller using her vocals to
lay out a harmonious and
delicate performance.
“No One Else, Not Even You”
is a spiritual awakening in pop
music. It combines the catchy beats
of the 2000s, the savage lyrics of
the 90s and the emotional depth of
the 2010s. Muller is not a household
name but if she continues to put
out work like this recent EP, she
will be remembered as one of this
generation’s greatest artists.

Rating: 5/5

‘Country Ever After’: The perfect
blend of reality and sitcom
by Joanne Biju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
joanne.biju@uconn.edu

Netf lix’s new release
“Country Ever After” follows independent country
artist Coffey Anderson and
his lovable family in the
perfect blend of reality and
sitcom. The 12-episode series shows viewers country
life served with a side of Los
Angeles as singer Anderson
channels his Texan roots into
everything he does. Trailing
Anderson and his wife Criscilla, the show highlights the
ups and downs of their journey through parenthood, career and health.
As an independent singer
and songwriter, Anderson
works from a home studio,
free from the constraints of
a record label. In this unique
position, Anderson is able
to have a deeper connection
with many of his fans. When
not writing music, he is often
making personalized videos
for fans, playing the guitar
for anything from birthdays
to proposals. Finding venues and setting up concerts
can be difficult without the
backing of a big company but
from time to time, Anderson
hosts Facebook Live shows
to raise money for families in
need with his soulful voice.
Beyond being his career,
music is a form of therapy for
Anderson and a huge source
of strength as he faces hard
times.

At his side is his wife and
hip-hop dancer Criscilla
Anderson, who has also
achieved great success in
her career performing with
Rihanna, Katy Perry and
Britney Spears, to name
a few. She grew up in Las
Vegas, in stark contrast to
Coffey’s roots, which makes
for many humorous situations as country and city life
merge.
Coffey and Criscilla have
made it big in the world,
and they refreshingly do
their best to raise their kids
without splendor. As unfamiliar as I was with the
pair, I immediately fell in
love with their humorous
personalities and their experience with faith. They do an
outstanding job of leaning on
their faith for strength and
support, without pushing
beliefs onto their audience.
The humble, down-to-earth
environment makes this
show stand out from most
reality television shows.
“Country Ever After” is not
a show full of catfights, or
on the other end of things,
a particularly thought-provoking series. It is, however,
a great family-friendly option for whenever you feel
the need to kick back, relax
and let out a few laughs.
As perfect as their family
may seem, they are all facing
trials and tribulations, with
Criscilla battling stage three
colon cancer. The cameras
accompany her on hospital

visits, showing viewers her
extensive chemotherapy sessions and the sheer exhaustion that follows. Nonetheless, Criscilla never simply
waits in hopes of recovery.
She is an inspiring figure.
Throughout the series, she
is always on her feet, putting together surprises for
her husband, giving back to
members of their community and teaching her kids
important life lessons. With
the help of her friends and
family, Criscilla finds her
way back to normal life and
even career growth, choreographing dances and
teaching classes at a nearby
studio.
Their story lacked the
amount of drama that
would typically fuel reality television shows such as
“Keeping Up With the Kardashians,” but it’s arguably
just as binge-worthy. The
short episodes are not only
funny, but also super easy
to get through. Best of all,
the show was filmed back in
2018, a long way away from
the disappointment of a year
that is 2020.
With the progression of
Criscilla’s cancer and the
hazards of having a camera crew trail a family in
the midst of a pandemic, it
is doubtful “Country Ever
After” will return for a second season, but the first is
certainly worth the watch.

Rating: 4/5

Country artist Coffey Anderson, and his wife Criscilla. The two star
in the Netflix series “Country Ever After,” that follows their actionpacked lives as individuals and a couple. PHOTO COURTESY OF PREVENTION.COM
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A ZERO WASTE PROJECT
DIY reusable cotton rounds
Why make this swap?

by Alex Houdeshell

MANAGING EDITOR
alexandra.houdeshell@uconn.edu

I’ve never had a very intense skin-care regimen;
mainly I just wash my face each night (or most nights).
However, this semester that strategy hasn’t been
doing it for me. My apartment seems to have hard
water, and my theory is that the water is leaving
residue on my skin causing me to break out. To tackle
this obnoxious trend, I’ve decided to add a skin toner
to my routine as a cleanser.
Of course, my first thought in adding a product to
my routine is how to make it zero waste. While I don’t
want to jump straight to a zero waste cleanser, I also
know I don’t want to use single-use cotton balls or
single-use cotton rounds. I wasn’t really using cotton
balls before, so this isn’t really a swap, but rather
just adding a habit in an eco-friendly way.

Cutting out circles from an old t-shirt with a rotary cutter. By
cutting out and sewing back together parts of a t-shirt you
can easily make reusable cotton rounds. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

First and foremost, using something reusable is
always going to be better for the environment than
using something disposable. The disposable items
keep you stuck in a cycle of never-ending production, consumption and waste. With a reusable item,
you aren’t generating more waste and using more
resources every month.
Plus, cotton rounds and cotton balls are obviously
made from cotton plants, which take an incredible
amount of water and pesticides to produce according
to Euronews — which of course has implications for
the fashion industry as well.
What I did:

around the edges, sewing the two circles together.
It was a little time-consuming to do it all by hand,
but honestly not as difficult as I imagined. Plus, once
you get in the rhythm of it, it would be easy to do
with a video (or a Zoom lecture) in the background.
What this means for you:
Whether you use disposable make-up wipes, disposable cotton balls to take off old nail polish or
disposable cotton rounds to clean your face at night,
these products can be really easily and cheaply replaced with something reusable. Whether you want to
buy something online or go full anti-consumerist and
just use what you have on-hand, this is a really easy
swap to save lots of money and waste in the long run.

You can buy reusable cotton rounds pretty easily
online on zero waste sites or shops like Etsy, but
I was hoping I’d be able to DIY something with
supplies I already had.
I found instructions on Karina Moran’s Lovemade
Handmade blog dedicated to homemade clothing.
I made a few adjustments to fit the supplies I had,
and overall it was a super easy process.
My supplies consisted of one of my many free
University of Connecticut t-shirts, a pair of scissors
and a rotary cutter, needles and embroidery f loss.
I used a t-shirt because it was a cotton fabric I had
on hand, but you could use a different old clothing
item, or go buy cotton fabric. I used the rotary cutter because I had it, but scissors also worked just
fine. And I used embroidery f loss, again, because
I had it, but any kind of cotton thread will work.
My first step was to use a cup to trace perfect
circles onto the t-shirt. Then I alternated between
using the rotary cutter and a pair of scissors to cut
the circles out of both layers of the t-shirt at the
same time so I’d have two circles of identical sizes.
Since I don’t have a sewing machine that can do
an overlock stitch like the original instructions call
for, I just looked up how to do an overlock stitch by
hand, and set to work with my needle and my embroidery thread. I used an extra needle in place of
a pin to hold two of the t-shirt circles together, and
then used the needle and thread to overlock stitch

The Backlog

What’s next:

RIVER CITY GIRLS

Discover a light-hearted and
puzzling adventure in ‘Supraland’
by Brandon Barzola
ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR
brandon.barzola@uconn.edu

“Supraland” is a first-person
metroidvania puzzle game
that draws heavy inspiration
from other video games, defining itself as a combination
of “Portal,” “Legend of Zelda”
and “Metroid.” That’s a pretty
big claim to make, but when
you find out that a large portion of this game was created
by one person, you really start
to appreciate and see just how
unique this game is.
Developed and published
by Supra Games, “Supraland”
takes “sandbox adventure” to a
new literal medium. The game,
as big as it feels, all takes place
within a kid’s sandbox. You
play as one of the citizens of the
red kingdom — a group of toys
that vaguely resemble Gumby
— and your town finds out that
the people of the blue kingdom
are responsible for cutting off

the red kingdom’s water supply. Of course, it’s up to you to
save the day.
The adventure and exploration side of the game is definitely like “Legend of Zelda,”
where you get a sword or a
blaster and hack at enemies till
they’re dead. The combat is underwhelmingly simple, where
you just spam with the sword
to kill enemies before they get
a chance to hit you back. However, as you unlock new abilities and weapons, such as the
blaster, you can find more ways
to take out hordes of enemies.
Though the combat is simple,
the exploration aspect of “Supraland” is what makes the
game so fun. Similar to “Zelda”
games, the starting area of the
game is surrounded by puzzles
that you can’t accomplish until
you get new abilities to traverse
and unlock new areas. As you
explore the sandbox world of
“Supraland” you’ll notice a lot
of the landscape is created from

household items.
Beds are made
of erasers and
wooden
cacti
make up the local flora, while
screwdrivers
and pencils are
found across the
landscape.
Although
there is an element of productive
backtracking that is
signature to adventure games
like
“Legend
“Supraland” is a puzzle game developed by Supra Games. It combines exof Zelda,” the
ploration, puzzles and the option of combat in one enjoyable first-person
backtracking in
video game. PHOTOS COURTESY OF DEATHBALL.NET
“Supraland” is
merely optional and in most
extra upgrades. The game’s
If you’re on the fence about
cases only useful for minor up- upgrade system is heavily in- whether or not to check out
grades like a little more sword spired by “Metroid,” where “Supraland,” there is a free
damage, some extra health re- finding secrets can lead to extra demo available on Steam that
generation or some extra coins. upgrades and unlockables that allows players to play through
Because the backtracking will make you stronger in com- a lengthy section of the first
isn’t required unless you’re a bat or give you an extra jump.
part of the game. If you find
completionist,
Though a lot of focus is yourself interested, it does
the
narrative placed upon the exploration as- sport a $20 retail price, which
of “Supraland” pect, “Supraland” shines in its is fair considering the amount
is fairly lin- complex, yet fulfilling puzzle of content it brings. Though the
ear with not design. Many of its puzzles are game looks like it’s directed at
much else to reminiscent of “Portal” by uti- children on the surface, “Sudo after you lizing a cube to help you com- praland” brings a unique take
beat the game. plete some puzzles early on in to the genre that will please
According
to the game. As you unlock new fans of all ages, especially with
the game’s de- abilities, the puzzles are able its meta humor and many referscription
on to stump you long enough to ences to pop culture. Its puzzles
Steam, its aver- make you think about how to are intricate and complex but
age
playtime use your abilities in unconven- they’re nonetheless rewardis between 12 tional ways. For example, the ing, like the rest of the game,
hours — if you force cube can be used to weigh once you take the time to think
play
straight down buttons but it can also be about it.
through it — used to block projectiles, act
and 25 hours as a stepping stool to a higher
if you take the ledge, prop open doors and as
time to find all a form of light in exceptionally
the secrets and dark areas.

Rating: 4/5
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Photo of the Day | Puppy love

While out for a walk, Xiaoying Nie gets a smooch from her dog Mulan while taking advantage of the warm weather outside in front of the Student Union Terrace on
Monday, November 9. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

Biden’s
immigration policy
BIDEN, cont. from p. 4

The
detention
centers
which Trump used to house
hundreds of migrant children
separated from their families
were literally constructed under the Obama administration and used for the same
purpose, but just not publicized so widely nor discussed
with such blatant rhetoric.
But without a doubt the
greatest way in which Biden
will continue Obama and
Trump era immigration policies is through continued imperialism of Latin America.
There is a strong, century-old
tradition of the United States
militarily interfering in the
democratically elected governments of nearly every single Latin American country in
order to promote fascist leaders who are beneficial to U.S.
interests in the region. While
Trump was content voicing
open support for these coups,
including that of Bolivia last
October, Obama was more
fond of “softer” imperialism:
neoliberal free-trade agreements enriching U.S. corporations at the expense of
developing industry in Latin
American trade partners.

The reality is that nearly
every Latin American immigrant to the United States
comes here in search of a small
portion of the gigantic wealth
the U.S. has amassed from
global imperialism, often at
the expense of the economic
wellbeing of Latin America.
Functionally speaking, millions of these “immigrants”
are really economic refugees,
in spite of being criminalized, separated from their
families and locked in cages.
This treatment of immigrants
from Latin America and elsewhere is a necessary part of
the United States empire, discouraging more people from
coming here. If our country
really did welcome the tired,
poor huddled masses of the
world, they might share more
of our surplus and our empire would not have much of
a purpose.
We need to stay conscious
of the ways this next presidential administration can
maintain some of the most
fundamental injustices of
this country. Immigration
policy is no exception to this
trend and we need to organize for a future in which nobody is forced to immigrate
anywhere, denied asylum or
criminalized thereafter.

A shift in the twoparty system
PARTY, cont. from p. 4
If the idea of compromising
to get things done sounds like
a dream to you, let me tell you
that that’s what politics is supposed to be! I know it’s crazy
in this environment, where
a majority in one congressional chamber means you can
stop all progress for at least
two years, but the push and
pull of thesis and antithesis
to make synthesis is actually
what the goal is. So here’s my
proposition: All “Republicans”
who are seeing their party devoured by bigots and aren’t approving of it should continue to
support the moderate Democrats, as they did with Biden. If
this continues, it could extend
into the down-ballot races,
and eventually the Democratic
party will emerge with people
like Biden, Pete Buttigieg and
Amy Klobuchar at the helm,
alongside those of the Lincoln
Project and those in support of
it. This will form the right side
of the spectrum, and the left

will be open for the progressives.
Speaking of down-ballot races, while Democrats as a whole
lost a few seats in the house,
all of these seats were held by
moderates. Progressives are
gaining ground with every
new election cycle, whether
it’s Bernie’s 2016 revolution
or AOC’s run in 2018, and the
support for them is impressive.
In conclusion, I’m not saying this is a perfect solution.
I’m not saying this is going to
bring us to an even split where
every election will be a true
test of which candidate is better. All I’m saying is that we
need a political model that
focuses solely on political issues and moving this country
forward. There ought to be no
place for hate or bigotry in government, and with this system,
which may very well already
be taking shape, healthy compromise and discussion can
return, replacing compromises
that brought heavy social, political and economic costs to
the American people.
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Brewers’ Williams, Mariners CF
Lewis win Rookie of the Year
(AP) — Much like one of his
lofty leaps at the wall, Kyle Lewis soared above the field.
The center fielder for the Seattle Mariners won the AL Rookie of the Year award Monday
night, and Milwaukee Brewers
reliever Devin Williams took
home the NL honor.
The 25-year-old Lewis received all 30 first-place votes in
balloting by the Baseball Writers’ Association of America. He
is the 12th unanimous winner of
the AL award, joining a prestigious list that includes Carlton
Fisk, Derek Jeter, Mike Trout
and Aaron Judge.
“It’s just a great first step for
me and being in that category,
it’s just really special,” Lewis
said.
Williams made his own history, becoming the first pitcher
to win Rookie of the Year without recording a save or making a start during his awardwinning season — reflecting
the increased importance of the
bullpen in today’s game. He is
the first Rookie of the Year for
Milwaukee since Ryan Braun in
2007.
“I don’t really think that saves
are the end-all be-all,” Williams
said on a conference call during
a vacation in Jamaica. “If I come
up in the seventh inning and
I go through one through five,
I think that that can be pretty
valuable as well.”
The 25-year-old Lewis was
one of baseball’s breakout stars
during the pandemic-shortened
season, batting .262 with 11 homers and 28 RBIs in 58 games. He
led big league rookies with 37
runs, 90 total bases and a .364
on-base percentage.
Lewis also made a couple of
memorable plays in center, robbing Oakland’s Ramón Laure-

guys, and those are two guys
that are super talented. Top of
the scale when you’re talking
about talent,” Lewis said. “I
think we really do have a great
chance to turn into one of those
rebuilding teams that ends up
having a great group of guys
move up together and progress
together.”

Milwaukee Brewers’ Devin Williams throws during an intrasquad game at Miller Park in Milwaukee,
in this Tuesday, July 21, 2020, file photo. Williams won the NL Rookie of the Year award on Monday,
Nov. 9, 2020. PHOTO BY MORRY GASH, AP FILE

ano of a grand slam on Sept. 14.
He is the first player to win the
award for Seattle since Ichiro
Suzuki in 2001.
San Diego Padres second
baseman Jake Cronenworth and
Philadelphia Phillies infielder
Alec Bohm tied for second in
NL balloting by the Baseball
Writers’ Association of America. Chicago White Sox center
fielder Luis Robert finished second in the AL race, followed by

Houston Astros right-hander
Cristian Javier.
Lewis and Robert had similar seasons, with fast starts followed by slow finishes. Lewis
batted just .147 in September,
and Robert hit .136 with 32
strikeouts in 23 games in the final month.
Lewis was selected by Seattle
with the No. 11 overall pick in
the 2016 amateur draft out of
Mercer University. He broke

into the majors last year, appearing in 18 September games
with the Mariners.
The Georgia native is the beginning of what could be a formidable young outfield in Seattle. Jarred Kelenic, who was
acquired in a trade with the New
York Mets, and Julio Rodriguez
are ranked among baseball’s top
prospects.
“I think we got a great chance
to build a really strong core of

Williams, a St. Louis native,
was selected by Milwaukee in
the second round of the 2013
draft. He had Tommy John surgery while he was in the minors
and made his big league debut
last year.
This season, Williams teamed
with closer Josh Hader to form
a shutdown tandem at the back
end of the Brewers’ bullpen. He
allowed one earned run in 22
appearances — a home run by
Pittsburgh’s Colin Moran on
July 27.
Featuring
a
devastating
changeup and a four-seam fastball that gets into the upper 90s,
Williams was practically unhittable. The 26-year-old righthander went 4-1 with a microscopic 0.33 ERA, striking out 53
in just 27 innings.
The last reliever to take home
the honor in either league was
Craig Kimbrel for Atlanta in
2011.
Williams missed Milwaukee’s loss to the champion
Dodgers in the first round of
the playoffs because of shoulder
soreness.
“I’m doing a little bit of rehab
still, but it’s feeling good,” Williams said.
The Managers of the Year will
be announced by the BBWAA
on Tuesday night, followed
by the Cy Young Awards on
Wednesday and the MVPs on
Thursday.

Syracuse’s Jim Boeheim facing lawsuit in fatal crash
SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) —
Syracuse basketball coach Jim
Boeheim is being sued over a
fatal accident he was involved
in nearly two years ago.
According to Syracuse.com,
the family of Jorge Jimenez,
who was struck and killed by
an SUV driven by Boeheim
in February 2019, alleged the
coach’s actions were “negligent, reckless and wanton.”
The four-page lawsuit was
filed Monday in Onondaga
County Supreme Court by attorney Terence O’Connor and
seeks an unspecified settlement.
The accident occurred amid
icy conditions on the night of
Feb. 20, 2019, after a mid-week
game in the Carrier Dome. The
51-year-old Jimenez was a passenger in a car that had skidded on the eastbound side of
Interstate 690 heading out of
the city and came to a stop perpendicular across two of three
lanes. The victim had exited
the disabled car and was struck
and killed near the guardrail
when Boeheim approached
the scene and swerved to avoid
hitting the car.
A police report said Boeheim
was not driving “reckless, unreasonable or with gross negligence.” Onondaga County
District Attorney William
Fitzpatrick concluded that
Boeheim was speeding, but
the accident investigation by
Syracuse police concluded that
the crash could still have been
deadly even if the Hall of Fame
coach had been following the
speed limit. There was no evidence that drugs or alcohol
played a role and no charges
were filed.
According to state law, the
family had three years to file a
lawsuit. A call from The Associated Press seeking comment
from O’Connor was not immediately returned. According to
Syracuse.com, Boeheim had
not yet responded in court papers.
The 75-year-old coach declined comment through a university spokesman.

In this Oct. 17, 2017, file photo, Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim speaks to reporters during the NCAA college basketball team’s media
day in Syracuse, N.Y. The Carrier Dome was built in the late 1970s at a cost of $26.85 million. “I remember. I was very skeptical playing
in there,” Boeheim said. PHOTO BY SCOTT SCHILD, THE POST-STANDARD VIA AP, FILE
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Throwback Photo of the Day | Get up

In this file photo, the UConn Huskies volleyball team play the Tulane Green Wave at Gampel Pavilion on October 21, 2018. The match resulted in 3 sets taken by the
Green Wave and zero sets claimed by the Huskies. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Hey Dave: Can Southampton secure a
placement for European competition?

Southamton FC, a soccer team in England, tweets out a photo of the Premiere League Standings on Nov. 6, 2020, while also poking fun at the current state of
politics in the United States.

by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

We’re about a quarter of the way
done with Premier League fixtures, and already we’ve seen quite
a few shocking placements. These
include Everton’s short stint at the
top, both Manchester clubs in 10th
or below and Sheffield United going from 9th last season to dead last.
However, some clubs have drastically improved. For this column,
I’ll be focusing on Southampton,
which were at the top of the league
at the beginning of matchday eight,
but fell to 4th after the rest of the
games were played. The last time
Southampton finished in the top
half of the table was the 2016/17 season, where they placed in 8th.
At this rate, I think the Saints
this season, along with a couple
other clubs, have potential to remain on the upper half of the table.
But to be strong enough to secure a
top five placement and get European competition? That’s where their
chances start to get a bit slim, but
not by much.
First off, Southampton started
this season with back-to-back
defeats. Since then, they haven’t

lost a game; only equalizing once
against Chelsea. Looking at their
future schedule, the Saints will be
tested by some of the larger teams
to remain in the top half of the table.
Their next game will be on the road
against Wolves and, quite honestly,
the game can go either way as both
squads are relatively strong in their
own ways.
Some other games that will test
Southampton’s strength will be
Man United on Nov. 29 and Man
City on Dec. 19. Even though neither Manchester club is doing that
well on the table, it’s their squad
depth that could end up having
the upper hand, especially in City’s
case. I don’t think Southampton’s
squad is poor, especially since they
picked up Kyle Walker-Peters from
Tottenham and Theo Walcott on
loan from Everton, but compared
to other giant clubs fighting for European placements, their depth is
only okay.
As I said, some of the key players Southampton brought in were
Walker-Peters and Walcott. Out of
the two, Walker-Peters has proven
to be a more successful signing.
Playing every game this season,
the 23-year-old defender won half
of his duels, about three-quarters
of his tackles and currently has a

high pass accuracy of 80%. Walcott, on the other hand, has only
played half of the games so far, that
half being the more recent games.
While he hasn’t scored yet,
the loanee has managed
to provide two assists,
which I would say is
fairly decent when
you compare his
season last year
with two goals
and four assists.
It should also be
noted he was a
consistent starter
for Everton as
well.
But the true challenge is their list
of injured players,
which has already
started to stack up after their game against
Aston Villa. One key
player that will be out for
4-6 weeks is their
top goalscorer, Danny
Ings.

While he’s been crucial in the
Saints’ progression so far, the club
has started to

prove its success without the Englishman after securing a 2-0 win
against Newcastle. Che Adams
will likely continue to step up his
role while his duo partner sits on
the bench to rest, but with a fairly
rounded midfield of James WardProwse and Stuart Armstrong
along with Walcott up front to fill
the void, they might be able to suffice.
While Ings might be back
in time for their game against
City, only time will tell how long
Southampton can fight to stay
toward the top after the rough
few years they’ve had toward the
bottom.
Images via Southampton
FC’s official Twitter and AP
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Mike’d Up
Three trades I’d like to see this offseason
by Mike Mavredakis

STAFF WRITER
michael.quinn-mavredakis@uconn.edu

Photos via Flickr

It’s offseason time, also known as “I am going speculate on roster moves because I am incredibly
bored with no baseball on” time. This is exactly that.
Here are five trades I would personally love to see this offseason, including one mega deal to keep
your attention for the next six months.

NOLAN ARENADO AND TREVOR STORY TO THE NEW YORK METS
New York Mets get: 3B Nolan Arenado and SS Trevor
Story
Colorado Rockies get: RHP
Noah Syndergaard, SS Amed
Rosario, OF Pete Crow-Armstrong and RHP Matthew Allan
Before you write this whole
article off entirely, give me a
chance on this one.
Why the Mets would do
it: The Mets are under new
ownership, after the wealthiest
owner in baseball, Steve Cohen,
completed the purchase of the
team on Friday. He is conceivably looking to spend, considering he is worth over $14 billion.
This would be a splash that
would make Mets fans
go crazy. You want to
bring in shiny free
agents this offseason? Attract
them
with
two top-10
players in
the league.
A r e nado has
b e e n
unsettled in
Colorado

for about a
year
now
and has an
opt-out after this season, so he

ANDREW BENINTENDI TO
THE CLEVELAND INDIANS
Cleveland Indians get: Andrew Benintendi and $3.3 million
Boston Red Sox get: Cal
Quantrill
Benintendi needs a change of
scenery. He hasn’t hit well since
about the first half of 2018. It’s time
for the Red Sox to move on from
him.
Why the Indians would do
it: The Indians would be buying
low on a potentially solid outfield
piece. He has struggled the
past couple of seasons and
doesn’t hit free agency
until after the 2022 season, so he has a couple
more years of control.
Giving up Quantrill
could be a tough ask,
but the Indians have
more than enough
pitching at the current moment.
They
need
out f ielders and if
Boston is
w i l l i ng
to give
up Beni ntend i
and pick
up half of his
contract next year, then I don’t
see why they wouldn’t do it.
Why the Red Sox would
do it: It’s time to rebuild
again in Boston. They essentially benched Benintendi to let
him heal from his injury after he
started the 2020 season 4-for-39
through 14 games. They might not
be ready to spring the rebuild just
yet with Cora re-hired, but I think
this would be a beneficial move for
them.
They haven’t had any problems
developing position player talent in
recent years, but they can’t seem to

figure it out on the mound. The last
good starter they developed was
Jon Lester, who made his major
league debut in 2007. They started 16 different
pitchers last
season, in
60 games.
Yep, you

read that right — one for every 3.75
games played.
Quantrill is 25 years old and
has five years of control left,
so honestly it could take more
than Benintendi and cash to get
this deal done. If they could get
Quantrill, though, I don’t think
Chief Baseball Officer Chaim
Bloom should blink before he
says yes.

could be on the move. Story has
one year of control left as well.
This would be a highly risky
investment, but it would also
give the Mets an opportunity to
extend themselves during the
year like the Dodgers did after
trading for Mookie Betts. It also
allows the players time to create
a relationship with the team to
then up their chances of being
re-signed.
While the teams would be
trading some really interesting
pieces, none of them are sure
things at this point.
Why the Rockies would do
it: As I said before, Arenado has
been upset with management
for some time now and they only
have so much time with Story
left. This would probably enrage Rockies fans to no end, that
is almost certain. However, this
could be a great deal for them as
well.
They need pitching, badly.
Syndergaard gives them pitching now, with potential for the
future, and Allan gives them a
potential frontline starter down
the line. He is a first-round talent that slipped to the thirdround two seasons ago because
of signability concerns.
Syndergaard has a year left
of control, just like Story, so the
same theory applies. It gives
the Rockies, who are known as
more of a mid-market team,
time to woo Syndergaard
into a long-term deal. It
also gives them the chance
to cut bait with him if it
doesn’t work out. He is
currently coming back from
Tommy John surgery, so he
likely won’t see the field until
after opening day but there is
hope for him to be back for then.
Rosario would plug immediately into Story’s spot at
shortstop or could move over
to third base if needed. In 10

career games at Coors Field,
the 24-year-old has a .947 OPS,
which is his third-best mark at
any ballpark he has played more
than five games at. He also rakes
at Dodger stadium, so a move
to the NL West could suit him.
He has been significantly better
away from Citi Field than at it in
his career so far, with an abysmal .607 OPS at home to a very
solid .791 OPS at away parks. It
makes sense on paper.
The Rockies would also pick
up a potentially top-40 MLB
player in Pete Crow-Armstrong,
who has a plus hit-tool and is
considered the best defensive
outfielder in his draft class.
He was just
drafted
l a s t
June,
but he
r e minds
m
e
heavily of
the
Boston
Red Sox’s Andrew Benintendi —
who we’ll get to later.

FRANCISCO LINDOR TO
THE PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES
Philadelphia Phillies get:
SS Francisco Lindor
Cleveland Indians get: SS
Luis Garcia, OF Simon Muzziotti and OF Mickey Moniak
This is not an exciting trade
by any stretch. I’m sorry to say,
Indians fans, I have a feeling
you will be as disappointed or
even more so than Red Sox fans
after they dealt Betts in February.
Why the Phillies would do
it: They are losing their starting
shortstop this offseason as Didi
Gregorious is
a free agent
once again
and this is
a bargainbin price
for a top-20
MLB player. They

have the money and they can figure out the prospects later. This
is a move they should make.
They’re giving up a few midtier prospects, nothing crazy.
Moniak has been an utter disappointment since going No. 1
overall in 2016 and they have
enough bodies in their major
league outfield to sustain a blow
to their depth.
If they can trade for Lindor
now, it’ll help soften the blow
if J.T. Realmuto leaves in free
agency and gives fans another
player to cheer for aside from
Bryce Harper.
Why the Indians would
do it: They have no choice. It’s
trade Lindor and his projected
$19.5 million salary or go deeply
in the red. They can grab a few
promising prospects and hope
they come out okay on the other
side.
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DB’s Weekly Take: The 2020 rookie
quarterback class could be one of the best ever
by Danny Barletta

Photos via AP

SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

The 1983 quarterback draft
class will forever be the gold
standard, boasting three hall-offamers who are among the top-25
quarterbacks of all time: Dan Marino, John Elway and Jim Kelly.
The next best quarterback
class has to be 2004, which also
had three passers that will almost definitely wind up in Canton someday: Philip Rivers, Ben
Roethlisberger and Eli Manning.
We’ve reached the point of this
season where I’ve seen enough
to make a way-too-early prediction that the 2020 quarterback
class will someday be looked at
in a similar way as the previous two historic classes. The top
three quarterbacks chosen in this
year’s NFL Draft back in April —
Joe Burrow, Tua Tagovailoa and
Justin Herbert — appear to be the
real deal, and as long as their respective teams can build around
them, there could be significant
success in all their careers.
The Cincinnati Bengals drafted Burrow first overall, and everyone knew they planned to
start him right away after they
released longtime starter Andy
Dalton. Cincinnati as it’s currently constructed is not the best
place for a rookie quarterback to
get thrown into the fire. There’s a
reason the team secured the No.
1 overall pick with a 2-14 record.
They have a bottom-10 defense
in the league, a sub-par offensive
line and are still developing in every area.
However, Burrow has found a
way to look good even in that environment. Across eight games,
he’s thrown for 2,272 yards (good
for eighth in the league), 11 touchdowns and just five interceptions.
He’s completed 67% of his throws
and has shown surprising mobility, rushing for 130 yards and
three touchdowns. The team is
just 2-5-1, but we have to remember how bad the team was last
year. It looks like Burrow may
triple the Bengals’ win total this
year, and that’s even with the defense allowing over 400 yards per
game.
Burrow seems
to be getting
comfortable
with the receivers around him,
namely
Tyler
Boyd and fellow
rookie Tee Higgins,
wh o
h a v e
b o t h
caught three
touchdowns so
far. Based on what
I’ve seen in the early career of Burrow and knowing
how much he can improve,
I believe he will follow in the
footsteps of Ken Anderson,
Boomer Esiason, Carson Palmer and Dalton to become the next
franchise quarterback for the
Bengals. And if they can shore
up on the defensive side of the
ball, he may go beyond what
any of them ever did and win
a Super Bowl.
The Miami Dolphins selected Tagovailoa with the
fifth overall pick. Despite
his slightly alarming injury history, the Dolphins

believed he could be their first
true franchise quarterback since
Marino retired back in 1999. He
started the season as the backup
to Ryan Fitzpatrick, and I thought
they were going to give him the
whole year to develop. But after
Week 6, Miami announced Tagovailoa would be taking over.
He’s made two starts so far. In
the first one, he didn’t have to do
much, throwing for just 93 yards
and a touchdown; the
defense
and spec i a l
teams
provided
t h e
bulk of

the
scori n g
in a
2 8 -17
w i n
over
the LA
Rams.
But in
his second

start against the Arizona Cardinals, he was tremendous. He
outdueled Kyler Murray in a 34-31
win, throwing for 248 yards and
two touchdowns and running for
another 35 yards.
The Dolphins are in position
for a playoff spot right now at
5-3, and Tagovailoa seems like
the guy who can get them there.
I know it’s a really small sample
size, but everything we’ve seen
from him so far seems to replicate
what we saw in his amazing college career at Alabama. If he can
stay healthy and the Dolphins
continue to improve as they
have since Brian Flores
took over, there’s no reason Tagovailoa
can’t
become one of
the biggest
stars in the
league.
Although
the Los Angeles Chargers
got the third
quarterback in the
draft with Herbert
at No. 6, they might
have gotten the
biggest prize. Herbert is the frontrunner for Offensive Rookie of the
Year so far, and he wasn’t even
supposed to be the starter so
soon. Tyrod Taylor started
the season as the quarterback, but after Week 1, he
went down with a chest injury. Herbert stepped up
and played so well that
they had to leave him in.
In seven games so

WHAT TO KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEEK

Games we’re
watching this week

vs.
Titans

far, Herbert has thrown for 2,146
yards, 17 touchdowns and five interceptions. He’s also rushed for
166 yards and two touchdowns.
His passer rating of 104.7 and
QBR of 77.5 rank ninth and 10th
in the league this year, respectively. Herbert has simply been incredible in his rookie campaign.
He always looks poised and relaxed in the pocket and makes
far more good decisions than bad
ones, something you don’t often
see from rookies.
The problem
for Herbert so
far has been
the results.
The

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

James
Rodriguez
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Jorge Eckardt
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@jorge_eckardt31
The Seahawks defense was better in the
four games Jamal Adams missed than they
were in the four games he played.
Without: 433.5 yards allowed per game,
28.25 points allowed per game.

Athletes we’re
paying attention to
Colts

team is just 1-6 in his starts,
which is unbelievable given how
well he has played. Every loss has
been by one possession, and two
have been in overtime. It appears
the Chargers’ curse of not being
able to win close games has continued even with the departure
of Rivers, so that’s a problem the
team is going to have to fix. But
they definitely have the right guy
at quarterback. If I had to venture
a prediction, I would say Herbert
will have the best overall career of
any of these three star rookies.
However, I believe all of them
have the potential to be amazing
players in this league. They may
not be Marino, Elway and Kelly,
but Burrow, Tagovailoa and Herbert will definitely
leave their legacy
on the NFL
in the next
decade.

With: 478 yards allowed per game, 32.5
points allowed per game.
@uconn

Have you been caught wearing your
mask?
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