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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 6:02 p.m. on Feb. 18

*positive test results

52

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

Friday, Febuar y 19, 2021

Cumulative
Cumulative
107 Cumulative
Residential Cases* 148 Commuter Cases* 177 Staff Cases*

‘I WOULD 100% DO IT AGAIN’

UConn students react to receiving COVID-19
by Grace Mcfadden
ASSOCIATE DIGITAL EDITOR
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu

Almost a year after the University of Connecticut shut down for
the COVID-19 pandemic, some
students have begun to receive the
vaccine for the virus.
Certain students are eligible to
receive the vaccine through UConn because of their degree program. For example, Becca Vales is
an eighth-semester pharmacy student who received the vaccine to
do a required rotation in a hospital
setting.
“UConn contacted me via email
to let me know I was eligible for the
vaccine, and I created an appointment through MyChart,” Vales
said. “Fortunately, I did not have to
experience any crazy wait times or
issues with signing up. The vaccination area at UConn Health was
well-managed and the actual shot
took less than 10 seconds.”
While the process of getting the
vaccine was easy, Vales said there
were some side effects.
“My first dose of Moderna was
on January 12. My arm was very
sore and I was extremely tired,

but I felt better about a day later,”
Vales said “My second dose was on
February 5 and my reaction to this
was worse. My arm was extremely
sore with pain at the injection site,
I was very lethargic, had a fever
and severe body aches. It lasted
about a full weekend.”
Even though Vales experienced
side effects, she does not regret
getting the vaccine.
“Despite the side effects, I would
100% do it over again and recommend that anyone who is eligible
for the vaccine takes that opportunity to get it,” Vales said.
Hannah McCarthy is also an
eighth-semester pharmacy major.
McCarthy got both doses of the
Moderna vaccine in December as a
pharmacy intern at a hospital. McCarthy experienced only mild side
effects. Now, McCarthy works as
an immunizer at a hospital in Massachusetts, and says the vaccine
clinics have been running smoothly.
“People will come in, register
and verify their identity and eligibility, and then receive their vaccine. After that, they wait for 15-30
minutes to be sure that they do not
experience any acute reactions.

Feel Good Friday: ISA
lighting up the new year

The biggest challenge I have seen
from patients is navigating the online registration systems,” McCarthy said.
Colin Daniels, an eighth-semester communication and Spanish
double major, is a firefighter and
EMT. At time of publishing, Daniels has received one dose of the
Moderna vaccine, and will receive
the second dose next week. Daniels received the vaccine in Connecticut.
“Through my Fire Department,
I was given a link to make an account on the Vaccine Administration Management System (VAMS)
website. I made my account and
was able to search for available appointments at various vaccination
locations in the area,” Daniels said.
From there, Daniels went to
Connecticut Children’s Hospital,
and a nurse administered the first
dose of the vaccine. Daniels said
the process was “painless”, and
described only soreness in the area
where he got the shot as a side effect.
Daniels also expressed optimism
about the timeline for the vaccine.

See STUDENTS, p. 2

The Jonathan the Husky statue on Fairfield Way is blocked by a sign
saying to maintain social distance on March 23, 2020. UConn currently
operates for its third semester under pandemic restrictions, even as
vaccine rollout takes place. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/
THE DAILY CAMPUS

USG taking submissions for
mental health focus groups
by Naiela Suleiman
STAFF WRITER
naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

The Undergraduate Student
Government at the University of
Connecticut are in the midst of
forming their first focus group
centered on mental health.

The focus group initiative was
created at USG to amplify and
highlight student voices, Nisali
Fernando, administrative director in the Office of the Vice President, said.
“We want to create a better,
communicative
environment
within this organization and es-

“We want to help elevate student voices
and increase USG’s accessibility to the
student population of UConn.”
MIKE HERNANDEZ, USG PRESIDENT

The UConn Indian Student Association during an event in 2019. The ISA
is holding a lantern lighting workshop Saturday, Feb. 27 from 1 p.m. to
2 p.m. on Zoom. PHOTO COURTESY OF @UCONNISA ON INSTAGRAM

by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut’s Indian Students Association is hosting
a lantern making night to celebrate
the new year, Ritika Bajaj, Indian
Students Association co-president
and eighth-semester economics major, said.
On Saturday, Feb. 27 from 1 p.m. to
2 p.m. via Zoom, the Indian Students
Association will teach 50 interested
students how to build their own lanterns. The lanterns symbolize bringing light and prosperity into the upcoming year.
“Many regional New Year’s cele-

For more...

brations in India happen around this
time as it is the harvest season. As the
days are getting longer, we are getting
closer to spring,” Bajaj said. “With
the new year and new semester coming up, we wanted to have this lantern making event to celebrate and
bring some light into our new year.”
According to the Daily Digest, interested students filled out a Google
form to receive a free lantern making
kit. When registering for the event,
participants provided their address
so that all supplies could be mailed to
them, Bajaj said. The ISA limited the
event to 50 students, and they have
already reached that limit.
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See FEEL, p. 3

sentially look out for the best
interest of our constituents and
the folks that vote for us, the
students,” Fernando said. “USG
usually has a communication
breakdown when it comes to
people outside of the organization who are very passionate,
but feel like they cannot share
their ideas and initiatives.”
The focus groups can create
inclusive and accessible spaces for students to contribute to
the conversations happening in
USG.

See USG, p. 3

SHaW working to restart a
bereavement student support group
by Jake Kelly

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut’s
Student Health and Wellness division will soon be launching the
Grow Through Grief support group
for students grieving the illness or
death of a loved one.
With inquiries from the UConn community and a nation heavy
with loss, there was a renewed
effort for SHaW to restart the bereavement support group, once
facilitated by Dr. Jennifer Fox. The
group previously shut down due to
a lack of demand from students.
Carson Swick, a fourth-semester junior double majoring in journalism and political science, said
a group would provide valuable
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support, especially during the pandemic.
“Talking about my loss with other people my age would help a lot.
It’s the idea that I’m not alone and
that although people have many
different life experiences, really,
a lot of them are the same,” Swick
said.
Dr. Fox volunteered to be the facilitator for Grow Through Grief,
which with enough demand, meaning four or more people, will run on
Tuesdays from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Students seeking support should call
SHaW’s mental health division at
860-486-4700 and inquire specifically about the support group.
Kristina Stevens, the director of
mental health services at SHaW,
said she feels there is no better time
at UConn for this group.
The Daily Campus
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The hidden meaning of
whelmed

Highlighting Black voices

Huskies head to No. 10
Villanova

“There’s something that is core to
who we are as human beings that
benefit from being together, sharing and leaning on each other,” Stevens said. “This pandemic has been
so challenging in part because the
very thing that in crisis we all rely
on is the need to lean on each other. And it comes at a time where the
world says we shouldn’t lean in.”
In the interim, or for those who
are looking for individual support,
students will be referred to Dr. Fox
to discuss outgoing support. SHaW
has clinical psychologists and other resources which can assist those
going through grief and loss. The
mental health division will also be
sharing the Grow Through Grief
group information with other
SHaW departments and across the
university.

Tweet of the Day
UConn Baseball
@UConnBSB
Tim Cate is in camp with the
@Nationals this Spring Training.
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National News: Severe winter Students experience
storms ravage southern states different side effects
by Isabella Warren
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
isabella.warren@uconn.edu

A deadly winter storm swept the
nation with snow and ice this week,
leaving millions of people across
the United States without electricity or heat, most notably southern
states like Texas, which have historically lacked infrastructure to
protect power and water systems
against natural disasters.
Out of more than a million people
in the U.S. who did not have electricity at the height of the outages,
citizens of Texas accounted for almost half with 511,421, according to
the tracking site poweroutage.us.
Texas exceeded one million power
outages for the first time Thursday.
There have been at least 37 weather-related fatalities since Thursday,
the majority in Texas.
At a press conference Thursday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said Congress will investigate the
large scale power issues and water
shortages in Texas. The Energy and
Commerce Committee is expected
to look into why millions of Texas
residents lost water and power, according to the Washington Post.
Pelosi also pledged additional
money for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
will be included in the $1.9 trillion

coronavirus relief bill the House is
expected to vote on as early as next
week.
Pelosi said some of the Texas
weather-related crises were “predictable in a long range of weatherizing the infrastructure of the energy in the state.”
The White House said Wednesday FEMA has supplied generators
to Texas. The organization is preparing to move diesel into the state
to ensure the continued availability
of backup power to key critical infrastructure, including hospitals.
WH Press Secretary Jen Psaki said
FEMA is also supplying Texas with
water and blankets, according to
the Washington Post.
The Electric Reliability Council of Texas manages most of the
state power grid. The council said
Thursday morning it had directed
Oncor and other energy providers
to begin restoring power that had
been previously dropped from the
grid as part of a series of intentional outages aimed at keeping it from
crashing.
Texas has also seen an increase
in carbon monoxide poisonings this
week, as plunging temperatures
and persistent power outages sent
residents searching for warmth increasingly from dangerous sources. This surge in carbon monoxide
poisonings is a crisis within a crisis,

according to a Weather Channel article.
State and local officials attribute
most of these cases to the use of
dangerous heating sources, like
barbecue pits, campfire stoves and
practices like running car engines
indoors. All of these improper heating techniques release carbon monoxide, the odorless and colorless
gas which can cause permanent
brain damage or death.
In Texas, the extreme weather
disrupted water service for more
than 12 million residents, forcing
many of the more than 680 water
systems in the state to issue “boil
water” notices.
More severe weather is ahead,
with 100 million people in the path
of the latest storm forecast to bring
freezing rain and snow from the
plains to the East Coast through the
weekend. Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island are expected to see six inches of snow, while
Washington, D.C. is expected to get
two to four inches, according to the
Weather Channel.
The Biden Administration recently approved emergency declarations for Oklahoma and Texas.
The administration is also reviewing a request from Louisiana, where
over 100,000 people remain without electricity, according to poweroutage.us.

from vaccine
STUDENTS, cont. from p. 1
“In terms of when vaccines will
be available to all Americans, it’s
sooner than I expected. President
Biden has worked to purchase 200
million more vaccines, so I think
the vaccine will be available to the
public pretty soon,” Daniels said.
At time of publishing, 40.3 million people have received at least
one dose of the vaccine in the United States, at a pace of around 1.6
million doses administered every
day. Approximately 14% of people
in Connecticut have received at
least one dose of the vaccine.
Vaccine rollout plans vary by
state. Connecticut is currently in
Phase 1B of vaccine rollout, which
means healthcare providers, individuals 65 and older and those
who live in congregate settings
such as homeless shelters are eligible.
Sixth-semester molecular and
cell biology major Brian Fox reported having several side effects
after getting the vaccine in January. Fox has had both doses of the
Moderna vaccine.
“The first dose gave me pretty
severe side effects about 12 hours
after getting the shot — chills,
myalgia, fever, headache. These
symptoms lasted for a full day.
The second dose was ironically
less severe, and likewise lasted for
about a day,” Fox said.

However, Fox said the symptoms
did not last.
“Now, it’s been 3 weeks following
my second dose. I feel great and have
tested negative each week,” Fox said.
Emily Fong, an eighth-semester
allied health sciences major, received
both doses of the Pfizer vaccine.
Fong is a certified nursing assistant
who works in a long-term care facility. Despite accounting for less than
1% of the US population, long-term
care residents make up over a third
of U.S. COVID-19 deaths.
“I’ve been hands-on with
COVID-positive senior citizens since
day one, so I was able to get the vaccine as soon as they began vaccinating residents in nursing homes,”
Fong said.
Fong got the vaccine at a Walgreens in Massachusetts. She reported soreness in the arm after the first
dose, but no symptoms after the second dose. Fong noted a trend of hesitancy around the COVID-19 vaccine.
“I understand how people might
doubt the vaccine because they ‘don’t
know what’s in it’, but the people
saying this are the same people who
cannot name the ingredients of aspirin or birth control either,” said
Fong.
“As a layperson who has done
my research and seen the effects of
COVID-19 firsthand, I can say that I
fully support the science behind the
vaccine and encourage that you get
it if you have the opportunity.”

‘Obviously a mistake’: Cruz
returns from Cancun
Colorado judge

maintains charges for
man accused in fire

DALLAS (AP) — Texas Sen. Ted
Cruz said Thursday that his family
vacation to Mexico was “obviously
a mistake” as he returned stateside
following an uproar over his disappearance during a deadly winter
storm.
The Republican senator said he
began second-guessing the trip
since the moment he first got on
the plane Wednesday. “In hindsight, I wouldn’t have done it,” he
told reporters.
The Associated Press and other
media outlets reported that he had
traveled out of the country with his
family as hundreds of thousands

Hundreds of
thousands of people
in Texas woke up
Thursday to a
fourth day without
power, and a water
crisis was unfolding
after winter storms
wreaked havoc on
the state’s power
grid and utilities.

DENVER (AP) — A judge on
Friday decided against dropping
criminal charges lodged against
a mentally ill Danish man accused of starting a large Colorado
wildfire that burned 149 homes in
2018.

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, speaks with reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington, Saturday, on the fifth day of the second impeachment trial of
former President Donald Trump. PHOTO BY ALEX BRANDON/AP PHOTO

of Texans were still grappling with
the fallout of a winter storm that
crippled the state’s power grid.
The trip drew criticism from leaders in both parties and was seen as
potentially damaging to his future
political ambitions.
Cruz said in an earlier statement
Thursday that he accompanied his
family to Cancun a day earlier after
his daughters asked to go on a trip
with friends, given that school was
canceled for the week.
“Wanting to be a good dad, I flew
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down with them last night and am
flying back this afternoon,” Cruz
wrote.
“My staff and I are in constant
communication with state and
local leaders to get to the bottom
of what happened in Texas,” he
continued. “We want our power
back, our water on, and our homes
warm.”
Cruz told reporters Thursday
night that he returned to the U.S.
because he realized he needed to be
in Texas.

A judge on Friday
decided against
dropping criminal
charges lodged
against a mentally ill
Danish man accused
of starting a large
Colorado wildfire
that burned 149
homes in 2018.
The decision came after a prosecutor said Jesper Joergensen
would not be deported if released
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from jail because of Biden administration changes to immigration
policy.
Fearing that Joergensen could
pose a danger if freed, Judge
Gregory Lyman instead ordered
him sent to the state mental
health hospital for evaluation and
whether a doctor there might recommend Joergensen be forcibly
medicated to treat his delusional
disorder.
Lyman acknowledged he was
not sure if he had the authority to
send Joergensen to the Colorado
Mental Health Institute in Pueblo, which has struggled for years
to keep up with demand for the
evaluations of people accused of
crimes.
Earlier this month, Lyman
seemed to be leaning toward dismissing the case after Joergensen’s
psychiatrist in a mental health jail
unit indicated he did not think
that Joergensen would qualify for
forced medication since he does
not pose a risk to himself or others while behind bars.
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Feel Good Friday: USG Focus Groups: Looking
to amplify student voices
Indian Student
Association
“
USG,
cont. from p. 1

FEEL, cont. from p. 1
“Since we normally have events in
person during the semester, we have
not had to consider mailing supplies
to our members,” Bajaj said. “When
speaking about what we wanted to
do during this unusual semester, we
thought it would be a fun and safe
idea to mail out supplies and do this
lantern making activity together with
members of our general body.”
In the Zoom meeting, members of
the ISA executive board will be teaching the participants how to build the
lanterns using the kits sent to them,
Bajaj said. In the kits, they have provided materials to make their own
designs, like decorative leaves, on the
outside of the lanterns.
Bajaj said the ISA has seen other
clubs do virtual bonding nights over
the past two semesters with lots of
success. She said she hopes their
lantern night will help to capture the
in-person college spirit.

“During a time like this when
many UConn students are living at
home and are not able to have the
‘normal’ freshman experience, we
wanted to find ways to bring our
general body together in a safe and
fun manner,” Bajaj said. “Being able
to send out materials to people and
convene on Zoom allows us to still interact with new people, and do some
fun activities together trying to emulate even a little bit of what we would
do on campus.”
Although this event has already
reached its limit, the ISA will be hosting another “build your own” event
in March, Bajaj said. Signups will
be available on their Facebook page
and Instagram bio, @uconnisa. All of
their events are open to any UConn
students, not just ISA members.
“We are so excited to continue doing events such as these as a way to
gather our members and spread our
Indian culture to the community,”
Bajaj said.

We want to help elevate student voices and increase USG’s
accessibility to the student population of UConn,” Mike Hernandez, USG president said. “Focus
groups are an avenue from a specific interest on a student concern to a broader involvement in
student government. It is a way
to empower all UConn students
with the resources of USG.”
Focus groups are open for all
undergraduate students to participate in and create.
“I wouldn’t say there are any
topic limitations as we want to
give all students a platform,” Fernando said. “But the hope is to
facilitate conversations that can
spearhead the development of

initiatives and action items, and
allow an easier transition to students to engage more with our
committees so topic proposals
may need to be altered or modified depending on whether or
not they are conducive to pushing
forward change.”
Students who apply to lead a
focus group will be assisted by
USG to find a meeting time and
promote the focus group to the
undergraduate population.
“During COVID the mode of
communication will be fully up
to the point person of the focus
group,” Fernando said. “In the age
of COVID many of us are looking
for safe human connection and if
members of a focus group would
like to meet in person, the point
person can take the necessary

steps to arrange a meeting space
in the student organization center
or outside.”
Results and insight on each focus group will be available to students on the USG site and social
media pages.
“There are no focus groups
planned yet ... but we are in the
midst of forming a mental health
focus group,” Kavya Ganugapati,
USG Student Services Deputy Director said. “We want to advocate
for the implementation of Brittany Diaz’s Mental Care Act. More
informaiton will be coming soon.”
Students can email Fernando
at admin@usg.uconn.edu and the
EOC at eoc@usg.uconn.edu to
form a focus group with the date,
time, topic and online location for
the group.

“There are no focus groups planned yet ... but we are
in the midst of forming a mental health focus group.”
KAVYA GANUGAPATI

Winter storm tears through
Texas, southerners struggling

Allan Woodson rests in a warming shelter at St. Martin’s Lutheran Church on West 15th Street in downtown Austin, Texas. Church members opened the shelter Sunday and have been
sheltering and feeding more than 20 homeless people during the winter storm. PHOTO BY JAY JANNER/AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN VIA AP

NASA rover lands on Former WWE wrestlers
Mars to look for signs bring brain damage case
of ancient life
to U.S. Supreme Court

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
— A NASA rover streaked through
the orange Martian sky and landed on the planet Thursday, accomplishing the riskiest step yet in an
epic quest to bring back rocks that
could answer whether life ever existed on Mars.
Ground controllers at the space
agency’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory
in Pasadena, California, leaped to
their feet, thrust their arms in the
air and cheered in both triumph
and relief on receiving confirmation that the six-wheeled Perseverance had touched down on the red
planet, long a deathtrap for incoming spacecraft.

“Now the amazing science
starts,” a jubilant Thomas Zurbuchen, NASA’s science mission chief,
said at a news conference, where he
theatrically ripped up the contingency plan in the event of a failure
and threw the document over his
shoulders.
The landing marks the third visit to Mars in just over a week. Two
spacecraft from the United Arab
Emirates and China swung into orbit around Mars on successive days
last week. All three missions lifted
off in July to take advantage of the
close alignment of Earth and Mars,
journeying some 300 million miles
in nearly seven months.

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Several former pro wrestlers who claimed
in lawsuits that World Wrestling Entertainment failed to protect them
from repeated head injuries are taking
their case to the U.S. Supreme Court.
A lawyer for the former wrestlers
filed a request late Wednesday asking
the Supreme Court to hear appeals of
lower court rulings that dismissed the
lawsuits, saying they were filed after
the statute of limitations expired. The
WWE says the lawsuits are without
merit and believes the appeals will not
succeed.
The plaintiffs include William
“Billy Jack” Haynes, Russ “Big Russ”

McCullough, Ryan Sakoda, Matthew
“Luther Reigns” Wiese and the wife
of the late Nelson “Viscera” Frazier,
also known as Big Daddy V, who died
in 2014.
They were among more than 50
former wrestlers, most of them stars
in the 1980s and 1990s, who sued the
WWE, saying they suffered repeated
head injuries including concussions
that led to long-term brain damage.
They accused the WWE, based in
Stamford, Connecticut, of knowing
of the risks of head injuries but not
warning its wrestlers. Several of the
lawsuits were dismissed by a lower
federal court in 2018.

The other wrestlers who filed suit
included Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka,
Joseph “Road Warrior Animal” Laurinaitis, Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff, Chris “King Kong Bundy” Pallies and Harry Masayoshi Fujiwara,
known as Mr. Fuji.
Snuka and Fujiwara died in 2017
and 2016, respectively, and were
diagnosed with chronic traumatic
encephalopathy, or CTE, after their
deaths, according to their lawyer.
Pallies and Laurinaitis died in 2019
and 2020, respectively, of undisclosed causes. Other plaintiffs have
dementia and other illnesses, the
lawsuit said.
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The hidden meanings of whelmed
by Sharon Spaulding
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sharon.spaulding@uconn.edu

I learned something absolutely shocking this week: the
true definition of “whelmed”.
As a freshman, I, along with all
the other honors students in my orientation group, heard the “whelmed”
speech: “We don’t want you to be
OVERwhelmed, we don’t want you to
be UNDERwhelmed — we want you
to be whelmed.” The implication, of
course, was that being “whelmed”
is to be in a certain sweet spot between being completely bogged down
by school and not pushing yourself
hard enough — and as honors students, we had to understand that
our mission in college was to find
it. As a gullible freshman, I took this
definition of “whelmed” to be a fact.
There was even a gesture to accompany the word, which we all were
encouraged to replicate while we said
it so that this fundamental concept
of being a successful student could
be ingrained into our minds.
I discovered this past week that
the true definition of whelmed is
to “Engulf, submerge, or bury”, or
to “Flow or heap up abundantly.”
It’s not really the sweet, balanced
spot where you have enough time
to be aware that what you’re doing
is what you enjoy doing while also

still being aware of the world beyond you, which is what I thought
whelmed meant when the term was
first introduced to me; a term that
continues to be peppered throughout emails, event advertisements and
almost any communication from the
honors program.
In defense of the term in its true
meaning, whelmed is a fantastic
word. The word whelmed implies
a definitive loss of visibility to your
immediate surroundings, so while
it is a milder degree of being overwhelmed, it isn’t milder to the extent
I thought. Yet it does differ from
“overwhelmed” slightly — whelmed
lacks the finality of overwhelmed.
Whelmed expresses the experience
of being challenged in a potentially
uncomfortable, perhaps risky and
unmanageable situation, but it isn’t
interchangeable with “overpowered”
or “defeated” or “drowned” in situations where “overwhelmed” might be.
Whelmed is an important word.
I think there are many situations
where I have used the word overwhelmed to describe what feels to
be an insurmountable challenge, but
that I also know I can accomplish if
I get down to it. Some weeks when
deadlines and exams seem to all collide at the same time, I might say I’m
overwhelmed. Yet whelmed would
be a much more accurate term to de-

scribe the situation — though I feel
as if I am engulfed or submerged in
these situations, I’ve never actually
drowned.
Whelmed provides us with a way
to distinguish between levels of
engulfment. This is important because it can help us to appreciate
and act upon the difference between

Whelmed also
provides a way to
distinguish between
levels of emotional
experience to express
small moments
of spontaneous
encounters with
beauty without risking
the drama of oversentimentality.
moments that are truly and finally
disastrous, and moments where we
can exercise self-agency to solve a
problem, to have a difficult but necessary conversation or to find help.
Whelmed also provides a way to
distinguish between levels of emotional experience to express small
moments of spontaneous encounters with beauty without risking

A year of catastrophes is causing
burnout, but classes go
on normally
by Ashton Stansel
STAFF COLUMNIST
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Burnout has always been an
issue for students. It’s often the
butt of jokes. Senioritis jokes in
particular spring to mind. The
idea that seniors, even the traditionally “good” students, just ...
stop caring ... can really only be
seen as burnout.
Burnout is even more of an
issue in college, where students
are often subjected to demanding
schedules, a mountain of homework, essays and tests and loss
of the support structures they’d
spent the first 18-ish years of
their lives with. It’s the perfect
condition for burnout.
Colleges are already known to
not be great at promoting mental health, something that UCo-

nn has been accused of in the
last year and a half when two
students committed suicide in a
relatively short period of time.
President Katsouleas even created a Mental Health and Wellness
task force regarding these issues.
The burnout situation feels
like it has only gotten worse
since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic. Before the pandemic, people at least were able to
go and decompress by hanging
out with friends, going to clubs
or other organizations, going to
parties, or just by having time to
relax outside or in public spaces that aren’t just their dorm or
wherever they live.
Since the pandemic has started, that has ceased to be the case.
Most of us have been generally

We are clearly
not learning
under normal
circumstances,
but the education
system is still
expecting essays
and quizzes and
assignments the
same way it would
if we weren’t in
the midst of a
pandemic.

confined to dorms, bedrooms or
other rooms where we can learn
virtually for the entirety of the
last year, taking all of our classes
in front of a computer, doing all
of our homework there and even

doing all of our socializing.
I’m as much a fan of video
games as any teenager is if not
more, but there comes a point
where even I am quite certain
that getting all of my socializing from video games and Zoom
calls is probably not the greatest
form of social interaction for any
duration of time, especially the
full year that it’s now been.
In addition, we’re now dealing with more pressures than
most of us ever have. There’s the
fact that we’re college students,
but then there’s the stress of the
pandemic and worrying about
health: our own and that of our
loved ones. That’s on top of the
fact we just got out of an exceptionally rough election cycle,
which just heaped on the stress,
and there’s an economic crisis, a
racial justice crisis and a climate
crisis, and, oh yeah, everyone
still has classes.
The bigger issue, beyond the
sheer quantity of stressors, is the
fact that we have really no way of
reducing these stressors. None
of us can cure the pandemic, or

the drama of over-sentimentality. I
heard “Cactus Tree” by Joni Mitchell
for the first time this week and was
completely swept up and engulfed by
the beauty, depth, motion and gentleness of her voice. I was whelmed
by its sublimity, and have listened to
it many more times since. However,
I was not overwhelmed by it — I did
not fall off my chair or begin to weep
when I first heard it.
A final example of how whelmed
can be used: As college students,
it’s easy to be comfortable feeling
whelmed and to be completely submerged and focused on school work,
or on the small world created by the
structure and norms of a college campus. This isn’t entirely negative, and
to a certain degree tunneling is necessary to find community, to form
meaningful relationships within
that community and to be effective
at completing what’s at hand. Yet
it’s also important to question the
bounds of your “whelmed” space,
and not to always “stay whelmed”
in your usual way. It’s important to
reserve moments to not be buried
in your immediate surroundings
and defaults — but instead to be
whelmed by someone else’s world,
to be whelmed by a creative pursuit,
or to be whelmed by something completely surprising like a beautiful
song or interesting tree.

racial injustice or global warming. And with the pandemic, the
ability to leave our sedentary
sphere where we learn and play
video games and get all of our socialization is so limited that even
trying to reduce stress by doing
more activities outside the house
is not easily possible.
Perhaps the most outrageous
part of this is the way the education system is trying to act like
the world right now is normal.
It clearly isn’t; we are clearly
not learning under normal circumstances, but the education
system is still expecting essays
and quizzes and assignments the
same way it would if we weren’t
in the midst of a pandemic.
Learning in the midst of about
six different world-ending catastrophes at once is exhausting, and our educational systems
need to adapt and understand
that we are not living in a normal
year. Even once this pandemic
ends, be it in a month or a year or
even longer than that, there are
going to be mental health implications of the stress that everyone, not just students, has been
feeling for a very long time.
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“Highlighting Black Voices”

DEMONSTRATING THE NEED FOR DIVERSITY IN THE MEDIA FIELD
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

As an author, professor, principal,
former on-air radio personality and
Emmy-nominated television show host,
Cassandra Suggs has worn many hats,
but one thing remains true in the work
she does across all of these ventures: love
conquers all.
“I want to teach love, I want to teach
humanity, I want to grow up a generation of kids who care about everybody,
not just the people that look like them,”
Suggs said.
“Highlighting Black Voices” is the
latest event held during Black History
Month that sheds light on the inequalities
within society and fosters conversation

“Love conquers all
and the way we help
people to change
is to show them
something they
can’t resist, and you
cannot resist love.”
CASSANDRA SUGGS

about the work that needs to be done
to ensure that Black people are treated
equally in the workplace. This particular event was centered on increasing
awareness about the need for Black voices in the media, an industry that has
traditionally allowed White privilege
to flourish in terms of job opportunities
and those who are given airtime. Suggs
discussed her various career endeavors,
the importance of increasing diversity in
the media and education profession and
how her books serve as a mechanism to
help adolescents feel heard and seen.
“I was a little girl with big dreams, but
I never thought I would be an author,
radio show host, TV show host, professor, principal … so when I tell you go for
it, I mean it,” Suggs said.
Suggs’ first of three books, “Becoming
Myself,” provides a candid look into the
daily struggles that come with being a
young adult that are often overlooked
or downplayed by adults. She shares
personal stories to validate the experiences and feelings of her readers and
help them understand that others have
gone through the same things.
“I care so deeply about people that
I try my best to write about what I
would’ve wanted to hear and what I
really believe people want to hear and
what is going to direct them and com-

fort them, even if it’s at the expense of
telling you something I’ve done wrong,”
Suggs said.
This love for people, and especially
children, is what led Suggs to obtain
her education degree. Since then, she
has worked as a dean of students, a
journalism professor at the University of Missouri and currently serves as
the assistant principal for Rockwood
South Middle School. Suggs said she
recognizes that many students may not
have the best home life, so she tries her
best to maintain an upbeat attitude and
encourage students to have a positive
outlook on life.
“I just try to infuse energy and excitement because that’s just who I am
and that’s what my books are about
… because there’s enough pain in the
world,” Suggs said.
Even though Suggs has already
achieved a tremendous amount of success in the various roles she has held,
she doesn’t have plans to stop anytime
soon. She is currently in the process
of obtaining her doctoral degree from
the University of Missouri and might
write another book to add to her collection. Whatever she chooses to do next,
Suggs has served as a shining example
of how to live a meaningful life where
you love and respect all people and help

Author, principal and Emmy-nominated
TV host Cassandra Suggs. Suggs spoke
during Black History Month’s latest
event of her dreams and how she was
able to achieve them. PHOTO VIA RSDMO.ORG

spread this important message to the
next generation of future leaders and
changemakers.
“Love conquers all and the way we
help people to change is to show them
something they can’t resist, and you
cannot resist love,” Suggs said.

Hip hop’s origins
strument” opus that was shared with attendees.
“[Hip hop] is to be done; not just
watched,” the document read. “It is to be
expressed; not just studied and taught to
others. For when you ARE Hip Hop you

Additionally, this creed distinguished
the core values of hip hop: b-boying
(break dancing), MC-ing (rap), aerosol
art (graffiti writing) and DJ-ing (the mixing and scratching of recorded material).
These core elements were encapsulated

1980 release “Rapper’s Delight.” Through
the shared music’s rhythmic beats and
entrancing grooves, it was impossible for
the event’s participants to refrain from
On Thursday evening, the Encounters
dancing — and this compulsion to abanSeries virtually hosted “Encounters: Ordon stasis to dance best demonstrates
igins of Hip Hop” with the
how hip hop culture exHartford History Center at
horts people to not merely
the Hartford Public Library.
consume hip hop music,
Though we live in an era
but express hip hop culwith an abundance of flourture.
ishing musical genres, the
Still, hip hop culture
hip hop genre has domiis often misunderstood
nated the charts, as well as
within its original conyouth culture. Hip hop owes
text of youthful jubilance.
its cultural domination to its
The barriers to its underwild popularity and globstanding as defined by
al mass consumption, yet
the panelists are often its
its grip on the minds of the
commodification and racmasses has also resulted in
ism by those outside of the
a reductionist understandculture, yielding a need for
ing of its values. Owing this
hip hop to be placed within
lack of comprehension to
a historical, critical context
growing trends of historiby those who can.
cal ignorance in society, the
“The message we try to
event facilitated dialogues
send is that hip is inclusive
between attendees to clarify
and that hip hop is for evthe incendiary genre’s early
erybody,” Seth Markle, an
history and hip hop’s ethos.
event panelist and profesThe historical pedagogy
sor at Trinity College, said.
of the event was conduct“And we also try to send
ed through the sharing of
the message that it can
educational modules that
educate. It’s a serious art
elucidated hip hop’s rise.
form, as well as a serious
In a time marked by sociofield of study. I’m kind of
economic
discrimination
approaching that a little as
Rapping Crew,” Peace Train’s Breaking & Popping Contest, Bushnell Park (1983). The Encounters Series
through dilapidated hous- “The
an academic fighting withhosted “Encounters: Origin of Hip Hop, this past Thursday on Feb. 18. PHOTO VIA WAYNE FLEMING
ing,
overcriminalization,
in these spaces, [talking to]
poorly funded institutions
people who just hear hip
and overall neglect, a largely Black and FEEL Hip Hop ... Studying Hip Hop, de- through the historical modules shared hop and it conjures up all of these negLatino youth response to such rose in bating Hip Hop and writing about Hip with the audience.
ative images and messages for them, and
the form of hip hop. This act of rebellion Hop are like observing a fashionable suit
One such module featured music con- it shocks me sometimes that I have to say
against inequality deemed hip hop as not in the window of a clothing store; while temporary to the rise of hip hop in the that this is a global movement … [Hip
only a transgressive art, but also a life- doing Hip Hop, being Hip Hop and living 1970s and 1980s. The first song played hop] has produced scholars and books,
style paralleling that of religion through Hip Hop are like putting the suit on and was Lady G’s 1979 release “To The Beat and a lot of people just don’t know that
“The Gospel of Hip Hop: The First In- walking around town.”
Y’all”, followed by The Sugar Hill Gang’s because of [their] dismissive nature.”

by Sarah Goodman
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sarah.2.goodman@uconn.edu
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Women changing the world through economics
by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

The Women in Economics
Symposium, presented by
the Federal Reserve Bank
of St. Louis, featured several speakers and panelists
explaining the importance
of economics and how it
can help people make better decisions on Feb. 17 and
18 through Webex from 7-9
p.m.
The main session of the
symposium featured Abigail Wozniak, a senior research economist from the
Federal Reserve Bank in
Minneapolis. She emphasized that economics is the
practice of using theory
data and observations to interpret human behavior.
“Economics isn’t the only
discipline that combines
these things, but what often
makes economics unique
and stand out, sometimes
to our colleagues from other
social sciences, is how often
we emphasize that one thing
or another or all of these
things could be completely
wrong,” Wozniak said.
Wozniak said this tendency for economics to be
misleading is actually really
powerful because it forces
people to think in different
ways. She showed the impact economics can make
through examples from her
research. One example was
the decline of American migrations. Many economists
thought the decline started
during the housing crisis of

2008, but through her data,
Wozniak explained that the
lack of migration in the U.S.
started declining since the
1980s.
“And so that’s why changing minds is so important. If
we’re not changing minds,
at least sometimes, then
we’re taking proceedings
from some kind of basis
of, really, fantasy because
that would suggest we all
know the answers already,”
Wozniak said. “So we have
to have some of that turnover in what we think. But
obviously, it’s not the case
every single day where we
come up with a new idea
that amends how people
are thinking, but over the
course of the investigation
I think we can do that,” she
added.
To think differently, people should think about the
constraints instead of the
optimisms in a given situation according to Wozniak.
She gave an example of
COVID-19
tests.
Ideally, there would be enough
tests for everyone, but that
isn’t realistic in America. So, economists have to
think about testing strategies around the constraints,
Wozniak explained. In addition, she advised clear
communication and working with people that support you in tackling the
questions you want to ask
can change the way people
think.
Brigitte Madrian, dean
and
professor
at
the
Brigham Young University

Marriott School of Business
says that effective research
is to consider the point of
view of the audience.
“One of the things that
we don’t get from economic theory but we get from
people who study communication is that stories and
examples are what resonate
with people and give people the emotional hook that
then convinces them to act
on the data,” Madrian said.
“When you’re speaking to
an academic audience you
don’t need the stories, but
as soon as you’re talking to a
man or woman on the street
or policymaker, having that
real-world story, you know
this is Mario and this was
how he was impacted by
the situation and this is
how this policy can make a
difference in how you motivate people to take action
and actually do something,”
Madrian added.
According to the speakers,
there are not enough women
in the economics field. They
said that it is important to
further explain what economists actually do in order to
get women to pursue a career
in economics and bring their
ideas to the table. They also
emphasized that economics
is not just about math. It is
important to also keep disciplines broad and find connections with people who
are supportive when looking
for a career in economics.
The symposium then
moved into breakout rooms
where topics varied from,“Making a Difference Using

Healthcare
Economics,”
“What can I do with a Bachelor or Masters in Economics,” “Making a Difference
by Starting a Women Economics Club at Your University” and “Making a Difference by Contributing to
Economic Policy.”
Panelists at the “Making
a Difference by Contributing to Economic Policy”
explained the impacts they
have made through their
policies and day-to-day
schedule. Jane Ihrig, Federal Resersve Board of Governors in St. Louis, said that
each day can look a little different for her, but assisting
governors with policy-making is what she focuses on.
Beth Johnston, who works
in the Minnesota Department of Revenue said she is
currently working on cannabis policy, specifically the
tax implications of legalizing it. Louise Sheiner said
her day-to-day work varies from doing research to
communicating with economists and non-economists
on policies at the Brookings
Institution.
“You’re working on things
that matter and what’s particularly rewarding is when
you have been doing it for a
really long time, you get to
the point where you actually think you know a lot
about this kind of stuff, as
much as most people and
anybody else out there,
that your view matters, you
trust yourself and influence
the debate,” Sheiner said.

Abigail Wozniak

Brigitte Madrian

Jane Ihrig

UConn Family Business Program’s Timely Topic:
‘Love is Damn Good Business’ with Steve Farber
“Leadership
fundamentally has
nothing to do with
position titles. It
has everything to
do with who we are,
what we do, how we
live, how we work
and our ability to
influence the people
around us to change
the nature of things
for the better.”
STEVE FARBER

“Please don’t tell
me that love has no
place in business.
It’s just damn good
business and it
starts with you.”
STEVE FARBER

who support you and what you do.
Farber talked about what he refers to as “exCAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
treme leadership methodology.” He defined the
gabriella.crean@uconn.edu
four steps, saying the extreme leader cultivates
On Thursday, Feb. 18, the University of Conlove, generates energy, inspires audacity and
necticut Family Business Program hosted an
provides proof. He said that cultivating love is
the foundation, but the energy a leader brings
event titled “Timely Topic: Love is Damn Good
Business” where best-selling author, leadership
to the group is just as important. A leader does
speaker and CEO of the Extreme Leadership
not want to take more energy than they give,
Institute, Steve Farber,
and they want to be mindful
said that love is the key
of the type of energy they
element to a successful
are projecting into the
leader and business.
workplace. As for inspirFarber said this love
ing audacity, Farber said
culture can be creatit is a “disregard for nored by a strong leader,
mal constraints in order
but that does not necto change the world for
essarily have to be the
the better.” The proof can
president or CEO of the
be seen through a positive
business itself.
culture where the employ“Leadership fundaees are excited to come to
mentally has nothing to
work and customers are
do with position titles.
happy with the results and
It has everything to do
products of the business.
with who we are, what
At the end of his presenwe do, how we live, how
tation, Farber stressed the
we work and our ability
importance of creating a
to influence the people
positive culture from the
around us to change the
start. He noted that many
nature of things for the
companies put all their
better,” Farber said.
focus on the success of
He also noted that not
the product and then try
only is love the foundato rebuild a culture that is
tion of great leadership, Screenshot of a Zoom meeting hosted by the UConn Family Business Program. Author
already there. He said it
but also the foundation and CEO of Extreme Leadership Steve Farber led a discussion explaining love as the key
is much easier to start off
element to being a successful leader. SCREENSHOT PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
building a culture where
of great business as
love
is
present
rather
than adding it in.
the
employees
feel
the
positive
effects,
but
the
well. He went on to share the story of Bryon
customers
will
too.
Stephens, who was able to turn Ponderosa
Farber said, “So please, don’t tell me that love
Steakhouse’s worst-performing store at the
“Do what you love in the service of people has no place in business. It’s just damn good
time into a successful business by creating a who love what you do,” Farber said.
business and it starts with you.”
culture of love in the workplace.
He explained further that not only should
Farber’s latest book, “Love is Just Damn Good
He would pick up employees who did not you start a business because it is what you love, Business,” published Sept. 2, 2019, dives deeper
have their own means of transportation so they but you should also work harder for the people into the topic.

by Gabriella Crean

would not be late, he would wash uniforms for
those who didn’t have washing machines and
he got to know the workers on a more personal
level. Farber pointed out that although Bryon
didn’t necessarily say “I love you” to all his
employees, he created a workplace where they
knew he supported them and wanted them to
succeed.
Farber said by creating this environment,
it can start a chain reaction, and not only will
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‘Love Story’ leads the way for Taylor Swift’s
re-recording of ‘Fearless,’ coming April 9
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

Never in my wildest dreams (sorry,
I had to) could I have imagined we
would get to revisit the nostalgia of
Taylor Swift’s earlier career through
the re-recording of her first six albums, much less get to hear unreleased songs from those same musical
masterpieces. When the pop star appeared on Good Morning America last
week, Swift announced “Love Story
(Taylor’s Version)” would be coming
on Feb. 12 — just in time for Valentine’s
Day. She also revealed through a barely concealed code of capitalized letters
throughout an Instagram post that
“Fearless (Taylor’s Version)” would
be dropping on April 9. After the dispute over the ownership of her music
with former manager and music label,
Swift got to work last November to
release “Taylor’s version” of each of
her award-winning albums.
“I’ve spoken a lot about why I’m
remaking my first six albums, but
the way I’ve chosen to do this will
hopefully help illuminate where
I’m coming from,” Swift said in her
post. “Artists should own their own
work for so many reasons, but the
most screamingly obvious one is that
the artist is the only one who really
*knows* that body of work.”
Swift’s announcement also revealed
the revamped cover art for “Fearless,”

Screenshots
via YouTube

which features Swift wearing — what
appears to be, but not confirmed —
Romeo’s shirt from the 2008 music
video for “Love Story,” as if representing she is her own knight in shining
armor.
“I’m thrilled to tell you that my new
version of fearless is done and will be
with you soon,” Swift said in her posts
on social media. “It’s called fearless
(Taylor’s version) and it includes 26
songs.”
Followers of Swift know the platinum edition of “Fearless” features 19
songs at most. Swift has revealed she
will also be including never released
songs.
“I’ve decided I want you to have
the whole story ... let you into the
entire dreamscape that is my fearless album,” Swift said. “That’s why
I’ve chosen to include 6 never before
released songs on my version of this
album, written when I was between
the ages of 16 and 18, these were the
ones it killed me to leave behind.”
Listeners were treated to a teaser
of Swift’s re-recording of the 2008
single in a TV spot for Match.com,
which starred the appropriate pairing of the devil and the year 2020.
Listening to the full version, I was
pleasantly surprised by the strippedback strings in the background that
complement the richness of Swift’s
matured voice. She captures the
transition of a fantastical, wistful

Pop Cultured
DIFFERENT WAYS PEOPLE TIE THE KNOT

by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Did you know marriage was originally intended to create alliances
between families? According to a
Week article titled “The origins of
marriage,” the institution of marriage
was more for creating heirs and economic reasons rather than love. The
first recorded history of marriage can
date back to ancient Mesopotamia,
around 2350 B.C., according to the
site.
Then, the idea of marriage spread
around Europe and was adopted by
the Roman Catholic Church. Blessings from a priest became a necessary step for marriage to be legal,
according to the Week. Until women
were granted more rights in the 20th
century, men were seen as leaders in
a marriage, the site stated.
Although marriages have evolved
over time, traditionally, characteristics of American marriages can
include white gowns, suits, bridal
showers, cake, exchanging of rings
and vows, according to an article titled “American Wedding Traditions.”
During marriages in Mexico, there
is a tradition called “lazo” which is
a long necklace made from rosary
beads. The necklace is put around
the couple in the formation of the
number eight. The “lazo” represents a
symbol of everlasting love, according
to an article titled “Mexican Wedding
Traditions Explained.” The “lazo” is
usually placed after the couple has

exchanged vows. It is first placed on
the groom then the bride and is worn
for the remainder of the wedding ceremony, according to the site.
Another tradition in Mexican wedding culture is called 13 gold coins
(arras). The tradition originated from
Spain. The groom presents the bride
with 13 gold coins. Later, the bride
passes the coins to the priest for
blessings. Then the priest passes the
coins back to the bride who will pass
them back to the groom symbolizing
trust. At the end of the ceremony,
the groom must pass the coins back
to the bride to reciprocate trust in
their marriage, according to Wedding
Details in an article titled, “Mexican
Wedding Traditions.”
Before German couples have a
wedding, there is a “Polterabend.”
A “Polterabend” is a traditional party
that rings in good luck by breaking
porcelain. Later, the couple must
clean the mess up together as a sign
of overcoming challenges, according
to German Way in an article titled,
“A smashing good time at a Polterabend.”
During the wedding ceremony,
Germans eat Spitzwecken, a 10foot long cake that is carried out by
wedding guests, according to “9 German wedding traditions you should
know.” The people carrying the cake
put on a little show by pretending to
not be able to bring the cake in the
door. Next, they ax a piece of wood
pretending that the piece of wood is
the door frame. They end up bringing
the cake in by sawing it in half. There

is usually too much cake leftover, so
it becomes party favors, according
to the site.
According to an article titled “Indian weddings often last three days,”
several days before the wedding there
is a “Misri,” a ceremony where the
bride and groom exchange prayers,
garlands, gold rings and “Misri” (rock
sugar) for a sweet marriage.
Then there is a “Sangeet,” a dance
party for both the bride and groom’s
families. The next celebration is
called “Mehndi” which takes place
one day before the wedding ceremony. Only women can attend this
event and this is where henna is
drawn on the brides’ hands and feet,
according to the site. On the morning
of the wedding, both the groom and
bride put a turmeric water mixture
on their skin and clothes as a sign
of blessing.
Unlike American weddings where
the bride and groom dress in a white
gown and tuxedo, Indian weddings
are filled with color. The bride and
groom often wear red during their
weddings. Indian weddings typically
take place under a “Mandap,” a colorful four-pillar canopy, according
to an article titled, “Indian Wedding
Traditions You Didn’t Know About.”
Also instead of exchanging rings
couples exchange gold necklaces,
called the “Mangalsutra” to signify
strong love. The evolution of weddings and how different countries
celebrate them is truly fascinating,
even if you’re not getting married
anytime soon.

vocals of a teen in love to the melancholic musings of one looking back
on a treasured romance, without
sacrificing the authenticity of the
song.
If someone had told me at the beginning of 2020 that Taylor Swift
would release two surprise albums
within months of each other — the
first coming out less than a year
since “Lover” dropped — I would
have pinched myself. That would
seem too good to be true, considering
the three year hiatus between “1989”
and “Reputation” and the standard
two-year span between her other albums. That’s not to mention the surprising indie folk content of “Folklore” and “Evermore,” both being
a far departure from the stylistic,
electropop of “Reputation” and the
dreamy, lyrical pop of “Lover.” However, we should know better than to
underestimate Swift at this point. A
dynamic artist since the beginning of
her career, she and her fanbase feed
off each other’s energy; they support
Swift throughout her personal and
professional changes and cheer on
her accomplishments. Swift hints
toward an elusive clue embedded
in her social media or music and
her fans solve and theorize about it
mere hours after. Not only are these
remastered versions for Swift, but
also for her fans — and we are more
than willing to revel in her artistry.
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Photo of the Day | Snow day, anyone?

Fairfield Way recieves a light dusting of snow on Thursday afternoon. More snow is predicted in the forecast through the weekend.

Crossword

PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

DYK?

Pteronophobia is the fear
of being tickled by feathers.
SNAKES ARE ABLE TO
PREDICT EARTHQUAKES.

If you lift a kangaroo’s tail
off the ground it can’t hop.
BANANAS ARE CURVED BECAUSE
THEY GROW TOWARD THE SUN.

Movie trailers were originally
shown after the movie.
ONLY 5% OF THE OCEAN HAS
BEEN EXPLORED.

A lion’s roar can be heard
from five miles away.
Facts courtesy of thefactsite.com

Sudoku
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UConn Women’s Soccer Preview: Huskies open their season
against Rhode Island in the program’s return to the Big East
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
STAFF WRITER
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

The UConn women’s soccer team
is set to open up its season against
non-conference opponent Rhode
Island on Sunday, Feb. 21 at 2 p.m.
This will be the first time the team
will host a contest at its new home,
the Joseph J. Morrone Stadium, and
it’ll hope to accompany this change
in scenery with an improvement in
overall performance. The Huskies
finished last season with a 6-8-3
record, but failed to make both
the AAC conference tournament
as well as the NCAA tournament.
Moreover, although they were
crowned champions of the AAC in
2014 and 2016, over the past couple
of years, they have failed to keep up
with their conference rivals, and
have been mediocre at best.
However, its return to the Big
East conference after a nine year
absence allows the team to begin a
new chapter in a conference where
it had its most success. They were
crowned champions of the conference on two occasions, and were
regular season champions eight
times spanning back to 1995. Furthermore, they made the NCAA
tournament a total of 28 times.
Head coach Margaret Rodriguez
will be tasked with managing a
very young squad, with a total of
11 freshmen and six sophomores.
Despite this, she will be aided by
the veterans in the squad such as
forward Kess Elmore. The redshirt
junior started all 17 regular season games last season, and led the
team with four goals and six assists.
Right behind her is fellow forward
Yamilee Eveillard. The senior started seven of the 15 games she played,
and finished the season with three
goals.
The center back partnership is
also something that can put Rodri-

The UConn Women’s Soccer lost to East Carolina University in Dillon Stadium on Sept. 26, 20219. The Huskies kick off their season this weekend. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

guez at ease. Senior Melina Couzis
and sophomore Jacqueline Harnett
were a solid pairing at the back last
season, both scoring one goal and
assisting their teammates on two
occasions.
Whereas the Huskies are set to
open their season this weekend, the
Rams traveled to Providence last
weekend to take on the Friars in
what would be their first loss of the
season. Nevertheless, the scoreline
can be quite deceiving; Rhode Is-

land held Providence to only three
shots in the first half, and went
into the half all square. Although
Providence would ultimately dominate the second half, the defensive
showing by head coach Megan
Jessee’s squad is something the
squad needs to be wary of, as they’ll
have to find a way to break down a
staunch defensive block.
The Rams come into the new season having finished with a 4-9-5 record last season. Junior midfielder

Rebecca D’Anna played all 16 games
and was the focal point of the team,
finishing the season with four goals.
Junior forward Brooke Cavino
proved to be deadly when given the
opportunity, as she finished the 2019
season with three goals. Finally, Tali
O’Leary is one of the most dynamic
players on the squad; the sophomore
can play either in the midfield or as
a forward, and is one of the team’s
main playmakers. She finished last
season with two goals and one assist.

Overall, the Huskies main objective will be to stifle the opposition from the start. The Rams
will come in hungry to attain their
first victory, and if UConn does
not make a statement in the opening minutes, they will increase the
confidence of the opposing team,
something they cannot afford to
do. Elmore and Eveillard will look
to lead their squad to victory in
UConn’s long awaited return to
the Big East.

Celtics Weekly Report: Floating around
.500 and the need to move the ball
by Dylan Haviland
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.haviland@uconn.edu

Welcome back to another edition of
our Celtics weekly report. This week
we look at the continued struggles
of the C’s as they stand at 14-14, their
lackluster defense against some of
the league’s best stars and one aspect
of the offense that I believe must improve for the Celtics to win games.
Dealing With Mediocrity
The Celtics started this season 7-3,
with impressive wins over the Milwaukee Bucks and Indiana Pacers.
They looked like they could be the
contenders fans believed they would
be heading into the season, but then
COVID-19 hit the team hard taking out
bench players and crucially benching
star Jayson Tatum. Since their great
start, the Celtics have recorded a less
than stellar 7-11 record, dropped to No.
5 in the East and currently sit only one
game ahead of three teams with the
possibility to fall all the way to No. 8.
As if it couldn’t get worse, the Celtics
can’t seem to win against the league’s
worst teams, with losses to the Pistons, Wizards and Hawks sending
fans into a spiral of gloom. The promising start to the season has been lost,
and we are left with questions as to
chemistry and talent as the C’s try to
lift themselves back up to the top four
teams in the conference.
Perhaps the biggest questions that
have been asked are on Tatum’s health
following his bout with COVID-19. In
a media conference before their Tuesday night win against the Denver
Nuggets, Tatum commented on the
lasting impacts of the virus on him, explaining, “I think it messes with your
breathing a little bit.” He continued
on, clarifying that “I have experienced
some games where, I don’t want to say
[I was] struggling to breathe, but, you
know, you get fatigued a lot quicker
than normal.”

Atlanta Hawks forward John Collins (20) tries to steal the ball against Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0)
during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021, in Boston. PHOTO BY CHARLES KRUPA, AP

This would explain some of Tatum’s
recent struggles, including a six-point
outing against the Wizards Sunday
night in which he shot 3-14 from the
field. The effects that COVID-19 has
on young athletes like Tatum are still
unknown, and so all we can do is hope
that these lingering effects are short
term and not career-altering.
I believe the team understands
that they are not playing up to their
standards as of late, as emerging star
Jaylen Brown mentioned in his postgame press conference against following a loss to the Hawks Wednesday
night.
“We’ve just got to find some consistency, and that was probably tough to
watch, it’s tough to play, but I think
that there’s a lot to learn and im-

prove on moving towards the future,”
Brown said.
With still an incredibly young roster, the team is learning what it takes
to compete at the highest levels in the
NBA, especially when luck is not on
their side on the injury front. This
brings me to one big absence from
the team in Marcus Smart. After suffering a left calf injury early in a game
against the Lakers, Smart was sidelined for two to three weeks, but as we
approach the end of the three week
window it appears that Smart will be
sidelined for even longer as he continues to work his way back. His defensive impact is a crucial cog of the Celtics defense, and without him on the
ﬂoor the defensive intensity has not
been present. This is especially prev-

alent as superstars across the league
continue to drop 30- and 40-point
games on them. Unless they can pick
up their intensity, they will be shredded apart until their all NBA defender
comes back.
The Importance of Moving The
Ball
Another ﬂaw of the Celtics over
their losing stretch has been in inability to move the ball in their offense. So
far this season, The Celtics are 28th in
the league in assists, highlighting an
offensive identity that encourages isolation and one-on-one offense more
than passing and setting up efficient
shots around the ﬂoor.
Realistically speaking, I’m not expecting the Celtics to turn into a Golden State Warriors style offense, but I

do expect the ball to ﬂow much more
than it has been this season. One of
the problems is the amount of isolation plays the Celtics run, ranking
fifth in the NBA in isolation frequency, yet only rank 24th in points per
possession on those isolation plays.
On top of this, the Celtics stars are not
considered playmakers, with Tatum
only averaging 4.7 assists and Brown
with 3.6 assists per game. Considering
that these two touch the ball the most
on the team, it would make sense if
they had higher assist totals. I believe
that the problem stems from a bench
that is inconsistent and not filled with
good 3-point shooters, as well as an
identity that values Brown and Tatum
creating for themselves over the ball
moving to the open man.
With this said, this style of offense
can work, but it is heavily reliant on
Brown and Tatum performing well
every night, putting immense pressure on the two young stars to do
most of the production for the team.
If head coach Brad Stevens wants to
continue this approach, then I want to
see Brown and Tatum become more
of a passing threat with the ball in
their hands. More action off of the ball
would help open up shooters for easy
shots, while also opening up driving lanes for the Celtics superstars to
attack the rim, where I believe they
are at their best. An added benefit
to increased ball movement is that it
stretches out the defense, forcing them
to always be on the move while keeping track of their assignment. Against
weaker defenses, this will lead to far
more scoring opportunities and will
help immensely in getting wins over
teams at the bottom of the league.
That’s all for this week, next week
we will see if the Celtics can bounce
back as they face the Atlanta Hawks
at home before heading out for road
games against the New Orleans Pelicans, Dallas Mavericks and Hawks.
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Sophomore Lia Laprise attempts a pass during the women’s lacrosse game against UMass Lowell on Feb. 21, 2020.

PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Women’s hockey powers towards playoffs
by Karthik Iyer

STAFF WRITER
karthik.iyer@uconn.edu

With Friday’s game at St. Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia canceled
due to inclement weather, the UConn
field hockey team lies in wait preparing for Sunday’s home game against
the University of New Hampshire.
UConn is looking to carry over the
momentum from their big 5-0 win
against Hofstra in the season opener
and continue their strong start to the
season.
Last season, the UNH Wildcats
averaged 1.83 goals per game on 12
shots with an on-goal shot percentage
of 58.3%. In comparison, the Huskies
averaged 5.0 goals per game on 23
shots with an on-goal shot percentage
of 65.2%. This game should be a solid
tune-up match for the Huskies who
will need all their offensive firepower
to be successful later in the season.
Defensive discipline and sound offensive execution will be the key to limit
the Wildcats’ goal-scoring opportunities. The season opener proved that
the UConn women still have a solid
roster with veteran leadership and a
host of talented new faces.
These new team members include
Erin Daly from Yorktown/Lakeland,
New York; Claire Van Den Noort
from Baricum, Netherlands; Morgan
Kaufman from West Lawn, Pennsylvania; Aiyi Young from Palm, Pennsylvania, Anna Horan from Limerick, Ireland and Ana Carney from
Woodbridge, Connecticut.
These freshmen are coming into

The UConn field hockey team shutout Providence 3-0 at the George J. Sherman Family Sports Complex on Oct. 11, 2019. The Huskies host UNH this
weekend. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

a UConn field hockey program that
emphasizes winning culture and
playing sound fundamental field
hockey. Kourtney Kennedy, senior
back for the Huskies and Big East
defensive player of the week, was a
force against Hofstra as she racked up
two goals and an assist in the winning
effort. Her defensive prowess also
served to anchor the Huskies in the

big confidence boosting win.
A bored goalie is a sign of a stout
defense. Junior goalie Cheyenne
Spencer only had to make one save in
the season debut. This level of team
cohesion, crisp passing and overall
team chemistry will be instrumental
in racking up another potential win
on the Huskies’ home turf.
A big key to the game will simply

be creating many shot opportunities
and controlling the time of possession. One of the telling losses last
season against Maryland occurred
due to UConn being outshot in creating chances on goal by a margin
of 10 shots on goal to three in favor
of Maryland. While this can be seen
as an aberration, these games early
in the season pose as learning expe-

riences for the younger players so
they can contribute with the veterans
when games get tough and adversity
rises against the other big conference
threats.
Make sure to tune in on Husky
Live to support the women’s field
hockey team in their quest to start the
2020-21 season 2-0 at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 21.

Women’s Lacrosse Preview: UConn opens its season against Hofstra
by Evan Rodriguez

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

After an unexpected delay to an
anticipated women’s lacrosse season, the UConn Huskies are set to
start their season on the road Saturday against Hofstra at 1 p.m. Due
to travel restrictions to the Central
Connecticut Blue Devils, the Huskies were unable to kick off their
season Wednesday and are now
forced to begin their season against
a difficult Hofstra team.
Led by head coach Shannon
Smith, Hofstra is coming off a
close 10-9 win in their season
opener against Saint Joseph’s
University on Wednesday. In that
game, Hofstra had two hat tricks
from Alyssa Parella and Grace
Langella and two goals from Ariana Esposito. The team’s defense
looked great in that game and
should prove a challenge to the
Huskies in this upcoming matchup.
For the Huskies, they come
into this game ranked fourth in
the Big East Preseason Coaches’

Poll and will look to prove the
doubters wrong in this matchup.
Coached by 11th year head coach
Katie Woods, the team is led by
midfielder Sydney Watson and attacker Lia LaPrise, who were both
named to the Preseason All-Big
East team. Watson, the top goal
scorer for the Huskies, returns
this season after collecting 27
goals and a team-leading 49 draw
controls. She will be essential to
the Huskies’ success this season.
Lia LaPrise, who led the Huskies
in scoring in 2020, will look to
replicate her success this year in
the Big East after a season performance that saw her place fifth in
the country in assists and ninth in
points per game. This game is also
the debut for new assistant coach
Kiley Anderson, who is coming
to UConn after her tenure as a
volunteer assistant coach at Yale
University.
This game is the first matchup
between UConn and Hofstra since
March 3, 2009, when Hofstra
topped UConn 12-8. The Huskies
are looking forward to changing
that narrative in this matchup.

The Huskies win against UMass Lowell 20-14 on Friday, Feb. 23, 2020. Sydney Watson (pictured above) and
the Huskies kick off their season this weekend. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Baseball: Huskies set to open season
with series against No. 5 Virginia
by Conner Gilson
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

After a red-hot start to 2020 that
was cut short due to COVID-19,
UConn baseball is finally back as the
Huskies travel to Virginia to face off
against the Cavaliers for their opening series. Head coach Jim Penders
can’t wait for his team to get back into
action.
“I have never looked forward
to a season as much as I’ve looked
forward to this one,” Penders said
on a Zoom call with the media on
Wednesday. “It’s been the longest offseason of my life. For most of us, not
playing a game since mid-March, it’s
been difficult. That lack of competition has been a strain along with a lot
of other things with regard to COVID
and our current situation. We’re just
chomping at the bit to get going and
see a different uniform.”
UConn heads into 2021 with some
lofty expectations, entering as the
preseason favorite to win the Big East
Conference in their first year back
after earning five of eight first place
votes. Four Huskies also earned individual preseason honors, with Kyler
Fedko selected as the Big East Preseason Co-Player of the Year while
Christain Fedko, Reggie Crawford
and Caleb Wurster were all placed on
the Preseason All-Big East Team.
But for Fedko, who shares the
Player of the Year honor with Tyler
Shedler-McAvoy of Seton Hall, this
season isn’t about the individual accolades, but what they can do as a
team.
“With all these awards coming
out, it’s easy to lose sight of the team
and bonds that we have as a community,” Fedko said. “It’s more staying

UConn Baseball takes home a 9-1 win against Central Connecticut State University on April 30, 2019. Kyler
Fedko (pictured above) and the Huskies kick off their season this weekend. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

together and doing our thing and just
doing what we know best. It’s not really pressure coming into a new conference and being a favorite. It’s just
doing what we know how to do and
everyone doing their job.”
The younger of the Fedko brothers
is UConn’s best bat, slashing an impressive .412/.434/.627 line and leading the team in hits (21), runs scored
(12) and homers (2) in his 13 appearances last season. He ended the year
on a six-game hit streak and will look
to carry that momentum into the new
year with a tough first matchup.
Behind the sophomore, UConn
has plenty of other pieces contributing to their offensive firepower. Captain Chris Winkle is back for a fifth
year after slashing .348/.404/.457
last season, as well as Freshman
All-American Reggie Crawford who

led the team with 16 RBIs and junior
Erik Stock who put together an absurd .484/.556/.581 line in nine appearances.
On the mound, Ben Casparius will
finally get to play in a Huskies uniform after transferring from North
Carolina last season. The junior from
Westport, CT will step in as the Huskies ace and is the No. 1 prospect in
the Big East according to D1 baseball.
com. And in the matchup between
the Huskies’ top-hitter and ace pitcher, it seems Casparius has the edge
early.
“I always have to face him at 8 or
9 in the morning, 30 minutes after
waking up with an energy drink
popped and minimal food,” Fedko
said. “It is the worst experience ... He
probably has struck me out 10 out
of the last 12 at-bats. He makes me

so mad … I’m really glad that I don’t
have to face him again.”
Matching up against a tough opponent in Virginia this weekend
though, all facets of this UConn team
are going to have to be firing on all
cylinders if they want to repeat their
early success from last year.
The Cavaliers are returning several key players from 2020 that should
allow the team to compete in an incredibly deep Atlantic Coastal Conference. Virginia sat at 14-4 before last
season was cut short, and with these
pieces back are once again NCAA
tournament hopefuls.
UVA’s best hitter is second-year
freshman Chris Newell, who slashed
a .407/.545/.729 line, adding 24 hits,
a team-best 20 RBIs and four homers in 18 starts. Behind Newell,
seven other batters hit over .300 in

their shortened season, highlighted by Zack Gelof. The sophomore
heavy-hitter tallied 22 hits, a teamhigh six doubles and five home runs,
and 18 RBIs on the year. There is talent up and down the lineup that will
force UConn to stay on top of their
game in each at-bat.
Pitching has been the downfall of
these Virginia teams in recent years,
but they seem to have finally found a
solution in Andrew Abbott and Griff
McGarry.
After going undrafted in the 2020
MLB draft due to a high asking price,
Abbott is back for another year. In
nine appearances (mainly in relief)
for the Cavaliers, the junior went 3-0
and looked dominant, boasting a 1.35
ERA and striking out 18 batters in
13.1 innings. Abbott may transition to
a starting role this season and pitch
close to 100 innings, making him a
name to watch in Virginia’s rotation.
McGarry meanwhile, is the ace
from last season who also went 3-0
in his four appearances, putting together an impressive 1.35 ERA and
striking out 31 batters though 20 innings. He also tallied 19 walks on the
season, something the Huskies’ savvy lineup can pick up on early.
This series will be a through one to
start the year for UConn, but Penders
says this is the competition they must
face if they hope to go somewhere
come postseason.
“Ultimately, we want to win a national championship,” Penders said.
“In order to be the best, you have to
beat the best … They expect to win,
no matter who we’re playing.”
This weekend series kicks off a 17game road stretch for the Huskies,
with games set for Friday and Saturday at 3 p.m. and 1 p.m. respectively,
before it wraps up with a Sunday
game at 1 p.m. All three games can be
watched through the ACC Network.

Softball: Huskies look to showcase talent at FGCU invitational
by Cole Stefan

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

After a weekend invitational
washed away by torrential rain, the
UConn Huskies will look to play
a full series in Fort Myers, Florida
this weekend. This will be the third
time in four years that the Huskies
travel down in February to Fort
Myers with the exception being in
2019.
Second-year head coach Laura
Valentino will look to continue the
momentum that was set last season
into this season as the Huskies look
to build off last season’s 16-5 record,
their best start since 1993. The team
has many talents available at any
positions from graduate students to
a hefty freshman class.
Leading the charge is an experienced group of upperclassmen that
could make this team dangerous for
years to come. Senior Reese Guevarra had a solid day at the plate
last weekend while juniors Aziah
James and Sami Barnett (redshirt)
brought the power and the speed.
Two impressive hitters who
should continue to rake this weekend are seniors Olivia Sappington
and Brianna Marcelino, both of
whom hit close to .350 last year prior to the cancellation of the season.
The underclassmen should not
go unnoticed though as sophomore
Meghan O’Neill had a good day on
the mound on Friday, surrendering four runs (three earned) on six
hits, and freshman Jana Sanden
knocked in a critical run to split the
lead against Ohio in half.
Although none of these numbers
will be in the record books, this was
a good test to observe some of the
future talent the Huskies have to
offer.
While O’Neill started the first
game of the season, the Huskies
have an ace in Marybeth Olson,
a senior whose 10 wins last season were extremely impressive as
she accounted for over 60% of the
team’s total wins and struck out 80
batters. Look for those two to take
the mound to kick off the weekend.

After 11 innings, UConn women’s softball clenched a 2-1 win at home against the Quinnipiac Bobcats on April 30, 2019. Reese Guevarra (pictured
above) and the Huskies kick off their season this weekend. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Huskies also have help in
freshman Payton Kinney, who
should pitch the third game of the
weekend, and if she performs well,
the Huskies will have a strong
pitching tandem that will dominate
opposing hitters.
The opponents, almost like last
weekend, are formidable. None of
them are ranked, but they should
not be counted out of the picture
just yet.
Northern Illinois went 7-15 last
season, but some key players returning are Danielle Williams,
a junior who hit .417 last season,
and Bianca Barone, who led the
team with 12 runs batted in. They
also bring back junior Katie Keller,
whose .394 batting average was
second on the team. Sophomore
Delaney Ostrowski, junior Amber
Bumbalough and sophomore Sam
Mallinder all had two wins last sea-

son on the mound.
This will be their first action of
the season and their ninth game
all-time against UConn. Northern
Illinois leads the all-time series 5-3,
but UConn will look to inch closer
with a win this weekend.
Then there’s Florida International. The Golden Panthers (3-0) swept
Florida Atlantic and Winthrop last
weekend and have a hot bat in junior Vanessa Gallegos, who hit .700
with a home run and picked up 10
RBIs. Behind her is senior Tori
Jones, who batted .667 over the past
weekend.
Their ace is junior Kendahl Dunford, who won both of her games
and has an ERA of 1.27. The Golden
Panthers also have options in Kallie
Jones and Brooklynn Linemann,
both of whom have one win combined.
Florida International leads the

all-time series 6-1, but the Huskies
look to chop that lead down to size
this weekend.
Finally, the host Florida Gulf
Coast Eagles look to get stronger after a solid 19-8 finish last
season. The Eagles (1-3) played a
four-game set against the No. 24
UCF Golden Knights (formerly
No. 21), picking up their lone win
via a Taylor Bauman three-run
home run in the third game of the
series.
Bauman is mainly a pitcher, but
in the one game she did pitch in, she
picked up a complete game and limited the Knights to two runs. The
senior’s performance against the
Knights garnered her A-Sun player
of the week honors.
At the plate, the Eagles are led
by senior Hope Hernandez and
redshirt junior Farley Callaghan,
both of whom batted .333 over four

games. Sophomore Jordyn Gendron bats .286 but is tied for the
homerun lead with Bauman.
One thing to note here, the Eagles
lead the all-time series 7-1 with the
Huskies hoping to cut that deficit to
7-3 after the weekend.
The Huskies will play the Northern Illinois Huskies, Florida International Golden Panthers and host
Florida Gulf Coast Eagles in five
games over three days.
The Huskies will play Northern
Illinois once at noon on Friday,
then play Florida International at
2:15 p.m. on Friday and 4:15 p.m. on
Saturday, followed by Florida Gulf
Coast on Saturday at 6:30 p.m. followed by an 11:30 a.m. first pitch on
Sunday.
Live streams will be available for
games against Florida Gulf Coast
only. They can be accessed via their
YouTube channel.
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Men’s Basketball: Huskies head to No. 10 Villanova
by Jorge Eckardt
STAFF WRITER
jorge.eckardt@uconn.edu

James Bouknight makes a pass during a home game in May of 2020. Bouknight and the Huskies will head
down to face the No. 10 ranked Villanova Wildcats on Saturday. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE
DAILY CAMPUS

in the conference — and no one
on their roster is even in double
digits. For comparison, the Huskies have six players on their roster who are 6-foot-9 or taller, and
Isaiah Whaley by himself has 44
blocks. The Huskies, in that cate-

gory, lead the conference on a per
game basis by over a block a game.
However, what Nova lacks in
height they make up for in scoring.
The Wildcats are led by a starting
lineup that has stayed consistent
for 15 out of 16 games this season,

MHOC Preview: UConn set
to face BU this weekend
by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

UCONN LOOKING TO
STAY HOT DURING HOME
STRETCH AS THEY
TRAVEL TO FACE XAVIER
STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

UConn beats UNH 7-4 in the Xl Center on Feb. 1, 2020. The Huskies will
host the Boston University Terriers this weekend. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM,
PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

as O’Brien will be fresh off a hat-trick
in the same game, Kaufman assisting
two of the goals.
As for the Huskies, they’re only
two places underneath the Terriers
in the Hockey East Power Index, but
with a 6.08 HEPI difference between
the two schools. Aside from Jonny
Evans continuing his form, leading
the team with 12 goals and 10 assists
and leading with 22 points this season, and the commendable efforts
of Jachym Kondelik with 16 assists
and Tomas Vomacka being a wall

between the goal, Vladislav Firstov
is certain to miss out in the weekend series, Cavanaugh confirmed,
following a knock he picked up in
last week’s game. Another player he
doesn’t expect to go on the ice this
weekend is Hudson Schandor, but
Cavanaugh said it will be a “game day
decision” if the freshman forward is
fit enough to play.
Both games will start at 4 p.m. on
Friday. The game can be heard on
ESPN 97.9 FM, and Saturday’s home
match will be televised on CW20.

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s basketball
Saturday

vs.

vs.

Women’s Basketball

by Benjamin Berg

Saturday, Feb. 20, the No. 1
ranked UConn Huskies (17-1, 14-0
Big East) will travel to Ohio to
take on the Xavier Musketeers (46, 1-5 Big East) in the first of their
final four games of the season.
The only previous meeting
between UConn and Xavier resulted in a 106-59 victory for the
Huskies earlier this season. UConn has won seven straight games
while the Musketeers find themselves on a three-game losing
streak.
Following a two-game stretch
during which she scored only
six total points, junior guard
Christyn Williams has scored a
combined 40 points in her past
two games while playing excellent defense. The last time these
two teams met, Williams led all
players with 24 points and hit a
season-high four 3-pointers. Williams will be looking to extend

her hot scoring stretch against
Xavier and has a good chance to
do so.
UConn’s leading scorer, freshman guard Paige Bueckers (21.1
points-per-game) is also in
the midst of a prolific scoring
stretch. Bueckers has scored at
least 19 points in eight straight
contests, shooting an incredible
60% (27/45) from 3-point range.
Against Xavier, Bueckers previously scored 19 points with nine
assists in the win.
Defensively, UConn’s top priority will be to slow down redshirt
freshman Nia Clark, who’s averaging 14 points-per-game on 44%
3-point shooting. Xavier is averaging an impressive 66.9 points-pergame for the season, but luckily
for UConn, they are in the midst of
a brilliant defensive stretch. In the
past three games, the Huskies are
allowing an average of 40 pointsper-game and haven’t allowed an
opponent to score 60 points since
Feb. 3 against St. John’s.
The game will begin at 3 p.m.
Eastern.

Benjamin Berg

Men’s Hockey, Sunday, 4 p.m.
Freitas Ice Forum

vs.
Softball, Friday, 11 a.m.
Fort Myers, FL

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

UConn looks to turn things around
in their weekend matchup against
No. 11 Boston University after their
heavy 4-0 defeat against Providence,
ending their three-game win streak.
The icebus will make one last stop on
the road on Friday before returning
to the Freitas Ice Forum for Saturday’s rematch.
According to head coach Mike Cavanaugh, he acknowledges that the
Huskies (8-8-2) will have to put out a
valiant effort against BU (8-2).
“It’s gonna be a tremendous challenge for our team this weekend,” Cavanaugh said. “They’ve been playing
great hockey, taking series from Boston College and UMass … They’ve
been very consistent. They’re gonna
be certainly a formidable opponent,
and we’re gonna have to be on top of
our game, for sure.”
Looking at the opponents, the Terriers currently sit in the No. 2 spot in
the Hockey East Power Index. Hosting the Huskies at the Walter Brown
Arena, BU look to keep their threegame win streak, their most recent
victory being 5-1 against Vermont.
Sophomore and graduate forwards
Jay O’Brien and Max Kaufman, respectively, will be players that UConn’s defense will want to look out for,

and all five starters are averaging
over 10 points per game. They sit
at third in the conference with
78.6 points per game as opposed
to UConn’s 71.3 which ranks seventh. They’re also efficient, shooting 46.1% from the field which

@uconnwsoc

Hyped because the wait is almost over

TWEETS OF THE DAY

After a commanding win over
Providence on Tuesday, the UConn men’s basketball team is headed down to Pennsylvania to take
Villanova in the two schools’
long-awaited first matchup of the
season.
UConn (10-5, 7-5 Big East) has
had a bit of a roller coaster of a
season so far, largely due to injuries to multiple key pieces. In
fact, it’s actually worked out really well for UConn from a competitive standpoint that their
first two matchups vs. Villanova
were postponed, because they
would have been without James
Bouknight and Andre Jackson
for both of them. Now, though,
the team is relatively back to full
strength, so the Huskies will get
to run out their best possible
lineup.
Villanova (13-3, 8-2 Big East) is
doing its usual thing, pacing the
Big East and remaining one of
the best teams in college basketball. They are, however, actually
coming off of a loss, but it was
to Creighton, the team in second
place in the Big East, so it’s not
totally crazy that happened. One
interesting note though is that
Villanova hasn’t lost back-to-back
conference games in over a calendar year, so UConn is going to
have its work cut out for them if
they want to break that streak.
The Wildcats aren’t a particularly tall team, with no one on
their roster standing taller than
6-foot-9, and only two of them
have gotten minutes. They also
have a combined 25 blocks on the
season — a mark that is dead last

ranks third in the league and
38.2% from 3, which ranks first.
The Huskies are shooting 43.4%
from the field and 35.5% from
3, and rank seventh and fifth in
those areas, respectively.
Sophomore forward Jeremiah
Robinson-Earl leads the charge,
averaging 15.6 points per game
this season on 50% shooting
from the field and 32.1% shooting
from 3. He’s also the team’s best
rebounder, as his 7.3 boards per
game also lead the Wildcats.
Senior point guard Collin Gillespie is right behind him, averaging 14.1 points per game on 41.2%
shooting from the field and 37.6%
from 3. Gillespie is the team’s primary distributor, leading the team
with 5.1 dimes a game, a mark that
is second in the conference only to
Xavier’s Paul Scruggs.
Sophomore guard Justin Moore
is second in the assists department with about 3.2 per game and
third in scoring with 13.4 points
per game. He does so on 43.3%
shooting from the field and 33.7%
from 3.
Senior forward Jermaine Samuels is fourth in the scoring department with 11.4 points per game,
doing so shooting a clean 50%
from the field and grabbing 6.4
boards, the second most on the
team. While he’s taken the fewest
amount of 3s of the starting five
this season, he’s hit them at the
highest clip, shooting 46.2% from
behind the arc.
Redshirt junior guard Caleb
Daniels rounds out the starting
five, averaging 10.9 points per
game on a really solid 45.7% from
the field and 43.1% from 3.
Tip-off is scheduled for 1 p.m.,
and the game can be watched on
FOX.

@bergywergy3030
BREAKING: the New York Yankees
and OF Jacoby Ellsbury have come to an
agreement on a 7 year contract extension
worth double his previous annual salary.
Sides came together quickly despite Ellsbury literally telling New York they were
“making a mistake.”
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

