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UConn Health conducts study on COVID-19 antibodies
by Colin Piteo |
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|

colin.piteo@uconn.edu

The UConn Health main building is home to a thriving research enterprise. In April 2020, a study from UConn Health concluded COVID-19
antibodies were found in subjects who previously tested positive for
the virus. PHOTO COURTESY OF UCONN HEALTH

Last April, UConn Health conducted a study to try to measure
how long COVID-19 antibodies will
last in cases both post-infection as
well as after receiving the vaccine.
The study, published Jan. 29, was
conducted by researchers from
UConn Health in cooperation with
researchers from Jackson Laboratory for Genetic Medicine, as well
as other institutions.
The study concluded COVID-19
antibodies were found in those
subjects who previously tested for
the virus. The study did clarify the
amount of these antibodies varied
among individuals in the study.
There were higher antibody levels reported in those who had more
severe cases of the disease.
“There were significant differences in S-RBD or Nucleocapsid
antibody levels between outpatient,

hospitalized and intensive care
unit (ICU)/deceased subjects, with
the highest levels observed in the
most severe cases,” according to
the study.
Michael Kleinberg, a clinical research assistant at UConn Health,
described the reason, scope and
significance of the study’s findings.
“The study was conducted to determine the prevalence of asymptomatic sero-conversion in healthcare workers during the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandemic in April
here at UConn Health,” Kleinberg
said. “Sero-conversion means the
time it takes for you to develop
antibodies from the virus. Since
then, the study has changed. We
not only test people for antibodies,
but also study how long antibodies last post COVID-19 infection at
two, four and six months. We also

have added a vaccine portion to the
study to also detect immunity in the
vaccine.”
Kleinberg continued to describe
how the study was conducted.
“We consented over 500 UConn
Health employees to participate in
this study as well as students and
patients,” Kleinberg said. “Each
person came in for a blood draw as
well as filling out questionnaires to
see what symptoms they had and
their exposure in the workplace or
outside the workplace.”
Finally, Kleinberg elaborated
upon the significance of the study
and how its findings may be able to
be utilized in the future.
“With this study, we hope to find
out how long immunity lasts in
both COVID-19 infections and vaccinations for the virus,” Kleinberg
said.

Research Spotlight

QUANTIFYING COMMUNICATION WITH PROFESSOR AMANDA DENES
by Grace McFadden
STAFF WRITER
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu

Researchers at the University of
Connecticut are measuring what
communication really means in
interpersonal relationships.
Amanda Denes is an associate
professor of communication at
UConn. Denes’ research focuses
on the communication that occurs between people who have an
enduring relationship.
“So it’s not just a stranger or a
one off or somebody at work, but
somebody that is like a meaning-

ful part of your life. Broadly what
I look at are the different ways
that people communicate to both
build and sustain their relationship,” Denes said.
This can be quantified in a
number of ways. For some studies, Denes will have dyads, or
groups of two people, come into
UConn’s Interpersonal Interaction Lab. From there, Denes will
prompt the dyad to have some
kind of communication, and then
record and analyze that conversation.
“We can code their conversations for different behaviors,”

Denes said.
This isn’t the only way communication researchers can look at
conversations, Denes explained.
“I’m also really interested in
the biological effects of communication, so a lot of times I’ll take
saliva samples before and after
stressful conversation,” Denes
said.
Denes often looks for relationship maintaining behaviors in
these conversations. ‘Relationship maintaining behaviors’ is
a catchall term for the type of
behaviors performed in any relationship that may be beneficial

to the relationship, Denes explained.
“These are things like being
positive and upbeat. Telling your
partner that you see a future in
the relationship, so like assuring
them of the future. Self-disclosing, so just like telling your partner how you feel,” Denes said.
Right now, part of Denes’ research has focused on couples in
the pandemic.
“We were interested in how
couples’ physical activity changed
when they went into lockdown.
Now that we’re all restricted and
we have to stay home, what does

that mean for our health?” Denes
said.
Denes said that she enjoys
communication because she’s always been interested in how people talk to each other.
“Communication is a dynamic
process. It’s not just that we’re
talking, but that we’re talking to
people while we’re also on our
phones and we’re using the Internet and we’re on Zoom and
sometimes we’re in virtual spaces,” Denes said.
Students can learn more about
UConn’s Communication Department at comm.uconn.edu.

Men’s Basketball: Huskies fall to No. 10 Villanova 68-60
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
danny.barletta@uconn.edu

The UConn men’s basketball
team went into Saturday’s game
looking to knock off its longtime
rival Villanova for the first time
since the 2014 NCAA Tournament.
It didn’t happen, as the Huskies
(10-6, 7-6 Big East) struggled offensively, particularly in the second half, and the No. 10 ranked
Wildcats (14-3, 9-2 Big East) held
strong for a 68-60 win — their
fourth in a row over UConn.
“Credit to Villanova,” head
coach Dan Hurley said after the
game. “They were really, really
good defensively. They made far
less mistakes than we did, and
they made all the critical plays
in the last eight minutes of the
game.”
The Huskies kept the game really close most of the way. They were
only down two at halftime, and
they took a couple of one-point
leads early in the second half. But
a seven-minute stretch without
hitting a field goal allowed Villanova to mount a 10-point lead, and
UConn couldn’t overcome that in
the final three minutes.
UConn wasn’t very good offensively on Saturday. Some of that
had to do with Villanova’s good

For more...

Jan 18, 2020; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA; UConn Huskies center Josh Carlton (25) puts up
a shot over Villanova Wildcats forward Jermaine Samuels (23) in the second half during the
game at Wells Fargo Center on Jan. 18, 2020 in Philadelphia, Penn. PHOTO COURTESY OF USA TODAY SPORTS

defense and forcing the ball out
of James Bouknight’s hands, but
a lot of it was just not getting good
shots and not hitting the shots
they got. The Huskies shot just
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36.4% for the game — 25.9% from
three — and 29.6% in the second
half.
“They were switching a lot, they
were obviously really loading up
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to James,” Hurley said. “I think the
lesson learned for us today is that
we have to play offense. We’ve got to
get the ball moving better. The ball
just can’t end up in James’ hands
The Daily Campus
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just trying to bail us out. I think
collectively as a team, we’ve got
to have a better approach.”
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The North Remembers...It’s here
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Hospitals confront water shortages in winter storm aftermath
HOUSTON (AP) — Hospitals across the South grappled
with water shortages Sunday in
the wake of a devastating winter storm as the region carried
on with recovery efforts and the
weather offered a balmy respite
— temperatures as high as the
mid-60s.
At the height of last week’s
storm, hospitals scrambled to
care for patients amid record
cold temperatures, snow and ice
that battered parts of the country more accustomed to going
through winter with light jackets
and short sleeves. The icy blast
ruptured water mains, knocked
out power to millions of utility
customers and contributed to at
least 76 deaths — half of which
occurred in Texas. At least seven people died in Tennessee and
four in Portland, Oregon.
A rural hospital in Anahuac,
Texas, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) east of Houston, lost both
water and power.
William Kiefer, CEO of Chambers Health, which runs the hospital along with two clinics and a
wellness center, said the facilities
resorted to backup generators
and water from a 275-gallon storage tank. They refilled it three
times using water from a swimming pool in the wellness center.
When temperatures were in
the teens last Monday, a woman about to give birth walked
into the hospital after she could
not make it through the ice and
snow to her hospital in suburban
Houston. Emergency room staff
delivered the baby safely, Kiefer
said.

“It would have taken her another two hours to get to (the suburban Houston hospital) if our facility wasn’t there,” he said. “We
can probably assume she would
have had the baby in her car and
the snow. Not a good situation.”
Water was restored Thursday,
and operations had returned to
normal on Sunday, he said. The
health system plans to look into
installing more sophisticated
backup systems, he said.
Houston Methodist Hospital

spokeswoman Gale Smith said
water had been restored at two
community hospitals in the system, which was dealing with an
influx of dialysis patients after
their local centers closed, she
added.
After temperatures plunged as
much as 40 degrees below normal last week, the forecast for the
Houston area called for a high of
65 degrees (18 degrees Celsius)
on Sunday. The city lifted its
boil-water advisory on Sunday

afternoon.
About 30,000 Texans were still
without power due to downed
power lines and other equipment
failures. Gov. Greg Abbott said
during a news conference that he
expected all service to be restored
by Sunday night or Monday.
Abbott also said he was concerned about the threat of massive electric bills after wholesale
energy prices skyrocketed while
power plants were offline. He
said it would be the “top priority”

Texans Cheerleaders and other volunteers pack food to distribute to hundreds of people picking up supplies from their cars after frigid temperatures left the Houston area depleted of resources, Sunday, Feb.
21, 2021, in Houston. (Marie D. De Jesús / AP).

for the Legislature, and he vowed
not to end the legislative session
until lawmakers ensure that the
state’s power grid is retrofitted to
handle extreme winter and summer weather.
Nearly
230,000
customers
across the South were still without power as of Sunday, according to PowerOutage.us, a website
that tracks power outages. Other
large blackouts were in Mississippi, West Virginia, Kentucky
and Oregon.
Memphis, Tennessee, saw 10
inches of snow last week. Memphis, Light, Gas & Water issued
a boil-water advisory on Thursday out of concern that low water pressure caused by problems
at aging pumping stations and
water main ruptures could lead
to contamination. The advisory
was still in place Sunday; utility
officials said they did not know
when they might lift it.
About 260,000 homes and
businesses were under the advisory. Hospitals and nursing
homes have been forced to switch
to bottled water. The Tennessee
National Guard was supplying
St. Francis Hospital with water.
Nearby Baptist Memorial Hospital took on some of St. Francis’ patients, particularly those
who need dialysis, said Dr. Jeff
Wright, a pulmonary and critical
care physician at Baptist. That
hospital has a water purification
system for dialysis and has water
reserves for tasks such as cooking and bathing patients, he said.
“We have gallon jugs of water that were already stocked

Beyond 100M: Biden team aiming for bigger vaccine numbers
WASHINGTON (AP) — It
sounded so ambitious at first blush:
100 million vaccination shots in 100
days.
Now, one month into his presidency, Joe Biden is on a glide path
to attain that goal and pitching well
beyond it to the far more ambitious
and daunting mission of vaccinating all eligible adults against the
coronavirus by the end of the summer.
Limited supply of the two approved COVID-19 vaccines has
hampered the pace of vaccinations
— and that was before extreme
winter weather delayed the delivery of about 6 million doses this
past week. But the United States
is on the verge of a supply breakthrough as manufacturing ramps
up and with the expectation of a
third vaccine becoming available in
the coming weeks.
That means the act of delivering
injections will soon be the dominant constraint, and it’s prompting
the Biden administration to push to
dramatically expand the universe
of those who will deliver injections
and where Americans will meet
them to get their shots.
“It’s one thing to have the vaccine, and it’s very different to get

it in someone’s arms,” Biden said
Friday as he toured Pfizer’s manufacturing plant in Portage, Michigan. The company is set to double
its pace of vaccine deliveries in the
coming weeks.
Since their approval in December, more than 75 million doses of

Since their approval in
December, more than 75
million doses of the twoshot-regimen Moderna and
Pfizer vaccines have been
distributed.
the two-shot-regimen Moderna and
Pfizer vaccines have been distributed, of which 63 million have been
injected, reaching 13% of Americans. Nearly 45 million of those
doses have been administered since
Biden’s inauguration on Jan. 20.
The pace of deliveries of those
vaccines is about to take off. About
145 million doses are set for delivery
in the next 5 1/2 weeks, with an additional 200 million expected by the
end of May and a further 200 million by the end of July.
That’s before the anticipated ap-
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proval by the Food and Drug Administration for emergency use of
a third vaccine, from Johnson &
Johnson. The single-dose J&J vaccine is expected to help speed the
path to immunity and requires
half the vaccination resources of
the two-shot regimens. But there
is no massive stockpile of J&J doses
ready to roll out on Day One.
“We’re going to be starting with
only a few million in inventory,”
White House COVID-19 coordinator Jeff Zients said this past week.
Still, when combined with the anticipated increases in the other
vaccines, the J&J doses could prove
the pivotal advance in delivering
enough shots for nearly all American adults by the end of June, at
least a month earlier than currently
anticipated.
The daily inoculation average
climbed to 1.7 million shots per day
last week, but as many as double
that number of doses are soon expected to be available on average
each day. The focus of Biden’s team
is now quickly shifting to ensuring
those doses can get used, though
the administration has resisted
the calls of some health experts to
publicly set a “moonshot” target for
how many daily doses it hopes to

deliver.
Biden first set his target of 100
million doses in 100 days on Dec.
8, days before the first vaccines received emergency use authorization. By Inauguration Day, it was
clear the U.S. was on course to attain that goal.
Dr. Leana Wen, an emergency
physician and public health professor at George Washington University, said she would like to see the
administration commit to a more
ambitious 3 million shot-per-day
target.
“I want to see them put that stake
in the ground and ask everyone to
help them achieve that goal,” she
said.
The current pace of vaccination
dipped markedly in recent days as
winter weather shuttered administration sites in Texas and across the
South, and icy conditions stranded
supplies at shipping hubs in Louisville, Kentucky and Memphis, Tennessee.
One-third of the delayed doses
have already been delivered, Dr.
Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top
infectious disease specialist, announced Sunday. The White House
anticipates that remaining delayed
doses will be injected by March 1
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and that the daily pace of vaccinations will continue to climb.
Much of the increase, according to data from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
comes from people receiving their
second dose of the Moderna or Pfizer vaccine. The pace of first-dose
vaccinations, meanwhile, has been
largely steady over the past several
weeks, hovering around an average
of 900,000 shots per day.
Increasing both the rate of firstdose administrations and the rate
of overall vaccinations will be key
to achieving herd immunity — estimated to require vaccination of
about 80% of the population — in
hopes of ending the pandemic and
curtailing the emergence of potentially even more dangerous “mutant” strains of the coronavirus.
That means keeping demand
high. The administration has expressed concerns about public surveys showing that tens of millions
of Americans are reluctant to get
the vaccine and it is stepping up
public outreach to overcome that
hesitancy as the U.S. death toll
nears 500,000 — “a terribly historic milestone in the history of this
country,” as Fauci put it, and “we’re
still not out of it.”
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FAA orders United to inspect Boeing 777s after emergency
AP — Federal aviation regulators are ordering United Airlines to step up inspections of
all Boeing 777s equipped with
the type of engine that suffered a
catastrophic failure over Denver
Saturday. United says it is temporarily removing those aircraft
from service.
The announcements come a
day after United Airlines Flight
328 had to make an emergency
landing at Denver International Airport after its right engine
blew apart just after takeoff.
Pieces of the casing of the engine,
a Pratt & Whitney PW4000,
rained down on suburban neighborhoods.

The plane with 231 passengers
and 10 crew on board landed
safely, and nobody aboard or on
the ground was reported hurt,
authorities said.
The Federal Aviation Administration FAA Administrator
Steve Dickson said in a statement
Sunday that based on an initial
review of safety data, inspectors
“concluded that the inspection
interval should be stepped up
for the hollow fan blades that
are unique to this model of engine, used solely on Boeing 777
airplanes.”
The National Transportation
Safety Board said in a separate
statement that two of the en-

gine’s fan blades were fractured
and the remainder of the fan
blades “exhibited damage.” The
NTSB did caution that it was too
early to draw conclusions about
hw
Video posted on Twitter
showed the engine fully engulfed in flames as the plane
flew through the air. Freeze
frames from different video taken by a passenger sitting slightly
in front of the engine and posted
on Twitter appeared to show a
broken fan blade in the engine.
United is the only U.S. airline with the Pratt & Whitney
PW4000 in its fleet, the FAA
said. United says it currently has

24 of the 777s in service.
United says it will work closely with the FAA and the NTSB
“to determine any additional
steps that are needed to ensure
these aircraft meet our rigorous
safety standards and can return
to service.”
The NTSB said the cockpit
voice recorder and flight data
recorder were transported to its
lab in Washington for the data
to be downloaded and analyzed.
NTSB investigations can take up
to a year or longer, although in
major cases the agency generally
releases some investigative material midway through the process.

Airlines in Japan and South
Korea also operate planes with
the Pratt & Whitney engine. Japan Airways and All Nippon
Airways have decided to stop
operating a combined 32 planes
with that engine, according to
Nikkei.
Nikkei reported that Japan’s
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
also ordered the planes out of
service, and the ministry said an
engine in the same PW4000 family suffered unspecified trouble
on a JAL 777 flying to Haneda
from Naha on Dec. 4. It ordered
stricter inspections in response.

This Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021 photo shows United Airlines Flight 328 approaching Denver International Airport after experiencing “a right-engine failure” shortly after takeoff from
Denver. Federal regulators are investigating what caused a catastrophic engine failure on the plane that rained debris on Denver suburbs as the aircraft made an emergency landing. Authorities said nobody aboard or on the ground was hurt despite large pieces of falling engine casing that narrowly missed homes below. (Photo by Hayden Smith / AP)

Guns in capitol buildings divide states after armed protests
HELENA, Mont. (AP) — In the
past year, insurrectionists have
breached the U.S. Capitol and
armed protesters have forced their
way into statehouses around the
country. But the question of whether guns should be allowed in capitol buildings remains political, and
states are going in opposite directions.
In Montana, a law signed Thursday allows anyone with a permit to
bring a concealed firearm into the
Statehouse, reversing a decadeslong ban and fulfilling a longtime
hope of Republicans who took
control of the governor’s mansion and the Legislature this year.
GOP-dominated Utah passed a law
this month allowing people to carry concealed weapons in its Capitol
and elsewhere in the state without
a permit.
Guns are allowed in statehouses
in some form in 21 states, according to a review by The Associated
Press. Eight states allow only concealed firearms inside their capitols, while two states allow only
open carry.
Montana and Utah are two of at
least 13 states that do not have metal detectors at the entrance to their
capitols. The statehouses are open
to the public even as many have
closed because of the coronavirus
pandemic.
Several other states, though, are
moving to restrict guns inside their
capitols. In Michigan, where armed

protesters forced their way inside
the Statehouse last year and the FBI
said it uncovered a plot to kidnap
the governor, a state panel banned
the open carry of guns after the Jan.
6 riot in Washington, D.C.
Democratic state Sen. Dayna
Polehanki said that “tensions are
high” in Michigan following the assaults, and she’s disappointed that
concealed weapons are still allowed
in the Statehouse.
“What they said is that weapons,
guns, bullets are still welcome in
our state Capitol as long as we can’t
see them. It doesn’t make anyone
safer,” she said.
Vermont lawmakers, meanwhile,
are considering expanding their
Statehouse ban on guns to other
government buildings. In Washington state, a measure that would
ban open carry of guns in the Capitol and near permitted demonstrations has cleared a committee and
is awaiting a vote by the full Senate.
“The purpose of openly carrying
a weapon is to chill other people’s
voices. And it works,” said its sponsor, Democratic state Sen. Patty Kuderer.
In nearby Oregon, crowds opposed to the Statehouse being
closed to the public during a pandemic-related session stormed the
building, including at least one
person armed with an AR-15. And
in Idaho, self-styled “patriots,” anti-vaccination groups and others
forced their way past police at the

Capitol in August, shattering a
window as they pushed and shoved
into a gallery.
In Montana, though, Republican
Rep. Seth Berglee said the U.S. Capitol riot didn’t affect his thinking
about the law he sponsored.
“People that have a permit are extremely law-abiding, and they are
the type of people I would want to
have around. I see them as being a
deterrent to bad things happening,”
he said.
There’s a similar proposal this
year in Oklahoma, where gun
rights advocates are again pushing

to allow people with a license to
carry firearms inside the Capitol. It
hasn’t yet had a hearing.
“A person needs to be able to protect themselves, no matter where
they are,” said Don Spencer, president of the Oklahoma Second
Amendment Association.
Not everyone in Montana feels
safer with the new law, however.
Democratic House Minority Leader
Kim Abbott said more guns could
add a chilling new dimension to debates in polarized times.
“If you have more guns in the
building when you’re talking about

things that are so personal and intense ... you do worry about things
escalating,” she said.
___
Whitehurst reported from Salt
Lake City. Associated Press reporter Sean Murphy in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, and AP reporters
around the country contributed.
Samuels is a corps member for the
Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places
journalists in newsrooms to report
on undercovered issues.
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In this May 20, 2020 file photo protesters gather outside the Montana State Capitol in Helena, Mont. A bill
signed into law Thursday, Feb. 19, 2021 by Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte allows concealed firearms to be
carried in most places in the state without a permit, and it expands the list of places where guns can be
carried to include university campuses and the state capitol. (Photo by Thom Bridge / AP)
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Don’t confuse them because antiZionism is NOT antisemitism
by Katherine Jimenez

STAFF COLUMNIST
katherine.jimenez_cruz@uconn.edu

On Feb. 5, 2021, the International Criminal Court ruled that
it can investigate war crimes in
Palestine despite Israel’s objections. To many Palestinians, this
is a victory, but to others, including the Biden Administration, the
decision has been ignorantly declared as antisemitic.
Before Israel became the first
Jewish state in over 2,000 years,
the majority of people dwelling
in the region were Palestinians
— Arabs who lived in what was
then known as Palestine. Britain
destroyed the Palestinian homeland early in the 20th century after
seizing it from the Ottomans. At
the end of World War II, the Nazi
Holocaust of the Jews in Europe
prompted efforts of mass migration to Palestine, and in 1948, Israel declared independence.
What Israel has called its right
to a Jewish state is what many Palestinians recognize as the Nakba,
referring to the ethnic cleansing of
Palestine. Since the establishment

of Israel, hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians have fled or been
expelled from their homes, forcing
them to seek refuge in camps or
foreign nations. Zionism, a Jewish nationalist movement that has
promoted the creation and support of a Jewish national state in

Zionism, a Jewish
nationalist movement
that has promoted the
creation and support of
a Jewish national state in
Palestine, the birthplace of
Judaism and Christianity,
has played a major role
in Israeli politics and in
further alienating the
Arabs who have resided
in the region even before
British control.
Palestine, the birthplace of Judaism and Christianity, has played a
major role in Israeli politics and
in further alienating the Arabs
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who have resided in the region
even before British control. Opponents of the movement have been
called antisemitic when a number
of them, Jewish or not, are simply
criticizing Israel’s treatment of the
Palestinians. Of course there are
those who conceal their hatred of
Jews within this concept; such actions are inevitable, but conflating
anti-Zionism with antisemitism
downplays Israel’s war crimes.
Would we call someone against
Russian politics anti-Slavic? How
about someone against Cuban
politics? Are they anti-Hispanic?
Solving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict has to do with how much
people today are tied to the land.
A majority of Palestinians also
identify as Muslim despite residing in the Jewish state of Israel.
The religiously divided society is
what has prompted anti-Muslim
hate both in and out of the nation.
Being against the forced removal
of people who have resided over a
region for centuries does not make
a person antisemitic; hate of Jewish people does. People should
not ignore the problem with both

Without Israel
recognizing Palestine’s
right to territory,
common ground will
never be achieved.
The very acceptance
of Palestine threatens
Israel’s existence. It is
a battle between who
has the right to call the
history of borders and
buildings their own.
over the other. Without Israel recognizing Palestine’s right to territory, common ground will never
be achieved. The very acceptance

of Palestine threatens Israel’s existence. It is a battle between who
has the right to call the history of
borders and buildings their own.
I don’t think many people would
leave a place that is called “democratic” without a proper reason. I
don’t think that many would want
to live in overcrowded refugee
camps that lack basic infrastructures such as roads or sanitation,
where the absence of proper medicine and education further damages inhabitants’ lives. The United
States does not recognize the State
of Palestine, but it does accept
the violation of human rights. It
allows the forced occupation of
land, but given America’s history, it’s not at all surprising. The
difference between the Biden and
Trump administrations is only in
name and political party. If only
one of the two states, Israel and
Palestine, were to exist, which one
would President Biden choose?
The answer is obvious as much as
it was in Trump’s case. Palestine
deserves justice and recognition
within and outside the United
States.

Anika Veeraraghav, Associate Opinion Editor

Lots and lots of coffee. Besides that, I would recommend
listing assignments, upcoming deadlines and lectures
that you still have to watch on a whiteboard or a piece of
paper; if the deadlines weren’t literally in front of my face, I
wouldn’t get anything done.

If we’re lucky in the Opinion section, we work through
our convictions completely and support them with great arguments. But sometimes, we don’t need a deeper reason to
believe in something. Rapid Fire is for those tweet-length beliefs that can be explained in just a sentence or two. No more
justification needed.

WHAT’S YOUR NUMBER ONE
LIFE-HACK FOR DEALING WITH
ONLINE CLASSES?

sides of the issue but how will
supporting an anti-Arab government prevent a bullet from piercing through an innocent child’s
skull? Some propose a two-state
solution, while others believe that
peace will never be achieved unless one state has greater control

Sharon Spaulding, Weekly Columnist

A cup of strong black tea, a window to look out of
with a view of at least one interesting tree and an AntiProcrastination Sticky Note list of things to start working
on as soon as you start losing focus on the lecture. For the
most useless lectures, headphones and a great Spotify playlist of upbeat instrumental music that you definitely did
NOT make while procrastinating earlier is essential.
Samara Karow, Contributor

Location is relative; honestly, online classes are beneficial
to regional campus students seeking philosophy and art
history courses. In terms of not getting distracted during
synchronous meetings, leave your phone in another room.

Harrison Raskin, Opinion Editor

You can do anything during your classes, provided
there’s no exam. Take that time to catch up on some dishes,
do the laundry or take your dog for a walk. All the stress
will melt away!

Carson Swick, Staff Columnist

Dress well, and sit in an area with good lighting. It’s so
easy to get distracted on a Zoom call that making yourself
look good and feel “alive” on camera can go a long way
toward academic success.

Maddie Papcun, Contributor

If your lectures are synchronous, set an alarm for the
class’s end time! It’s awkward to be the last one in a call,
especially hours after it ends when you’ve been peacefully
snoozing …
Fizza Alam, Contributor

Stretching. Getting up and moving around after consecutive classes is a must. Also, being okay with not being
able to focus in class. Even having a class on in the “background” is better than not attending at all.
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Residential Segregation in India:
A growing problem
by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

The Human Rights Institute at the
University of Connecticut hosted
“Residential Segregation In An Urbanizing India,” on Feb. 19 through
Zoom. Naveen Bharathi, a postdoctoral research fellow who focuses
on political sociology and economic
identity in India, presented his data
on segregation in Karanataka.
The caste, a hierarchical system
in the Hindu religion where people
are born into certain social classes
and interactions between classes are
restricted, was banned in 1950 but
India still faces a residential segregation problem. In his presentation,
Bharathi discusses Ravidas Sheb,
a famous saint in the 16th century
who believed that in a casteless society, things would be better and
people would live in prosperity.
However, Bharathi proves in his
research that segregation is still a
problem due to religion and caste
discrimination.
“Segregation causes a major
problem for Indians because, in
segregated neighborhoods, there
are less likely chances of social-economic mobility,” Bharathi said.
“Poor neighborhoods don’t have
role models, there’s an alienation
of certain communities and when
there is violence in poor segregated neighborhoods, victims are easy
targets,” Bharathi added.
The caste system has a four-level
hierarchy, according to the BBC in
an article titled, “What is India's
caste system?” Brahmins are the

highest-ranking, consisting of
priests and academic professionals. Next are Kshatriyas, who are
known to be military and government officials. Then it’s Vaishyas which include merchants and
farmers. Toward the bottom are
Shudras, known as laborers and
peasants. Below the Shudras are
the casteless, who are not even considered in the caste system. They
are also known as Dalits or the untouchables, which consist of janitors and street sweepers. Bharathi
mentioned throughout India there
can be different variations of the
caste system with different names.
Typically those of Muslim religion and lower caste often get discriminated against according to
Bharathi. He proved through his
data that whether it’s rural villages
or richer cities, segregation exists
for all social classes but particularly
harms the lower caste.
“The degree of urbanization
essentially doesn’t matter at
all, it goes against the ideas
of the founding fathers,”
Bharathi said. “They
thought if you moved
from a smaller town or
village to a bigger city
the level of segregation
will go down but that
doesn’t really happen
from the major findings
of our study.”
Bharathi explained an
incident that occurred in
Bombay where a landlord
organization refused to rent
housing to a family because the

tenant was from a different ethnic
group. The case was brought to
India’s Supreme Court where they
ruled in favor of the landlord because a ruling against the landlord
would be a violation of the Indian
Constitution.
“In the Indian Constitution, it
says you can’t discriminate people
along caste lines, it also has due
rights for people to form organizations and it doesn’t really outlaw organizations that form around caste
lines,” Bharathi said.
In order to measure the amount of
segregation, Bharathi used both the
Gini index and index of similarity.
The Gini index is a formula used to
measure income among individuals
and households. The index of similarity measures how one particular
group is spread out geographically
compared to another. Bharathi not
only showed that segregation exists
but how it has always existed. He
gave an example of Basavanagudi, an old city in Bengaluru where people have faced
discrimination for the last
100 years.
Bharathi stated that
India’s segregation is
unique because there
is no interaction bet we en seg reg ated
groups. In contrast,
there still is communication between groups
in America, despite ethnic segregation Bharathi
stated. Deepak Malghan, an
associate professor of public
policy at the Indian Institute of

“What other people
don'T realize is
that if you're an
upper-caste child
growing up in an
Indian city, you
haven't had any
contact at all with
people from a lower
caste, it works
both ways, that's
what segregation is
and there is a huge
amount of issues.”
DEEPAK MALGHAN

Management and also one of the
co-authors of this research agreed
with this statement.
“Unlike American cities, you
can have a block with upper castes
and next to it you can have a neighborhood only with Dalits (lowest
caste),” Malghan said. “This is very
specific to how Indian cities work.
In many other Indian cities like
Delhi, you can have an elite neighborhood but next to it is a slum.”
Bharathi added that the rise of the
technology industry in India has
also played a factor in residential
segregation, but the main reasons
are due to both higher caste and private housing company discrimination. Although the Indian government requires some housing options
must be dedicated to those with
lower income, Bharathi explains
that private housing organizations
try to get around it by merging two
apartments for upper-caste families.
“If you are a Dalit child growing
up in India, you have not met any
upper caste child at all, growing
up, you’re Muslim you haven’t met
anybody other than a Muslim,” Malghan said.
“What other people don’t realize
is that if you’re an upper-caste child
growing up in an Indian city, you
haven’t had any contact at all with
people from a lower caste, it works
both ways, that’s what segregation
is and there is a huge amount of
issues. One is interested in characterizing spatial segregation because
you’re also trying to understand the
lack of contact between various
groups,” Malghan emphasized.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HARVARD

CRT explores the gripping
one-act plays of a
treasured American master
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti.jr@uconn.edu

Tennessee Williams is often regarded as
one of the greatest writers to ever produce a
work to be performed on stage. While famous
for classic theatrical pieces like “A Streetcar
Named Desire,” “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” and
“The Glass Menagerie,” Williams’ repertoire
spans much further, including several shorter
pieces that still showcase the intense human
emotion Williams is known for.
Directed by Dexter Singleton, a visiting
professor of performance at UConn School
of Fine Arts, “Talk To Me Like the Rain and
Let Me Listen...” is the first installment of
a three part series showcasing the lesser
known, more intimate, one-act plays written by Williams.
“Talk To Me Like the Rain and Let Me
Listen…,” with a running time of less than a
half hour, has roots in Connecticut, having
premiered at the Westport Country Playhouse in the early 1950s. Set in the same era,
the play showcases a snapshot into the lives
of a couple living on the Lower East Side of
Manhattan. The man and woman, both unnamed, struggle through the daily trials of
life. He is a drunk, and she seeks to leave her
world behind. Both are rendered miserable in
the situations they find themselves in.
With live theatrical events being performed
in alternate modes during the ongoing pandemic, the production was carried out over
Zoom in a dual-screen depicting the stories
of two characters in the same room despite
the fact that the actors playing the roles were
performing in their bedrooms in different
parts of the country. Using a gray-scale filter,

‘Amplifying Black Voices in Hollywood:

Diversity Matters:

The Value of Inclusion in Visual
Effects’ sees Chris White speak
about his time in Hollywood
by Ian Ward

the production fit very well in the era the story
is set in, evoking a likeness to the television
of the day.
I have to commend the immense talent of
the production’s leading lad and lady, Casey
Wortham (Woman) and Colin Kinnick (Man).
Both actors seemed to resonate with their
characters and were able to captivate the audience despite the challenges of performing
through the screen. Wortham and Kinnick
exhibited a strong chemistry despite having
never met in person and having to perform
intimate scenes through a screen. While the
audience is never told the background of
either character, their intense monologues
suggest their ability to put themselves in the
place of their character on an emotional level
and use their own lived experiences to create
a persona of their own.
Overall, the story, though brief, is incredibly relatable despite being written nearly 70
years ago. Life is hard, and it can be difficult
to cope with everyday struggles. The two
characters exhibit this by turning to common
outlets that are often more destructive than
constructive. He turns to alcohol while she
mentally escapes and builds a new, unattainable life for herself. Both are short-lived
and never really address the problems they
are faced with but simply numb the pain for
a brief moment.
While the production of “Talk To Me Like
the Rain and Let Me Listen” concluded on
Sunday, Feb. 21, the two remaining plays of
the Tennessee Williams series will premiere
in March and April. For more information or
to purchase tickets to any Spring 2021 CRT
production, visit their website, or call the box
office at 860-486-2113.

STAFF WRITER
ian.ward@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut’s Department of Digital Media and Design sponsored an event titled ‘‘Amplifying Black
Voices in Hollywood” in partnership with
the Jorgensen Center for Performing Arts
and The H. Fred Simons African American
Cultural Center on Friday.
The event was split into multiple sections
throughout the day featuring various Black
speakers talking about different aspects of
working in Hollywood. One of those speakers was Chris White, an award-winning
visual effects artist, who spoke over Zoom.
He is best known for working on movies such as “King Kong,” “District 9” and
“Avatar.” He has been nominated for two
academy awards for visual effects for “Rise
of the Planet of the Apes” and “The Hobbit:
An Unexpected Journey.”
“As a kid, I was always interested in art
and really interested in computers, and my
father got me and my brother involved in
computers pretty young,” White said when
asked about his background.
In addition to working on movies, White
has also spent time working at the Electronic
Visualization Lab located at the University
of Illinois at Chicago.
“They were doing ground-breaking work
with virtual reality, but it was a mix of artists
and scientists and I think that combination
has helped throughout my career because
to this day, we [visual effects artists] work
along with scientists and programmers in
visual effects,” White explained while going
over his time with the lab.
Later in the conversation, White spoke

about the diversity of the visual effects industry.
“With visual effects, a lot of what we
[visual effects artists] have to do involves
aesthetic and technical and story problems, there are just some things that will
be brought to us to try and find solutions to
work with the director and work with the
studio,” White said on his role in the visual
effects industry.
As the conversation came to a close, White
talked about people entering the visual effects industry at entry-level positions and
the technology available to them.
“That’s actually pretty amazing these
days is that the programs are so advanced
that the students actually do have a lot of
experience in the same applications that we
use. But the thing that I would encourage
with students is if there is any position, even
if it is production assistant, I would say take
it,” said White when talking about young
professionals getting opportunities in the
visual effects industry.
White is currently employed as a visual
effects supervisor at Weta Digital and was
previously employed at Industrial Light +
Magic. Some of the movies that he is currently working on are the upcoming “Avatar”
sequels.
If you are interested in attending a future
The Diverse Perspectives in Digital Media
& Design 2021 Speaker Series, there will be
an event streamed over YouTube tonight,
Monday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. titled “Bl(x)ck
Rhizomes: A Digital Public History Praxis”
with guest speaker Dr. Aleia M. Brown, the
assistant director of the African American
History, Culture and Digital Humanities at
the University of Maryland.
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Day of Remembrance:
A day you should know
by Cindy Lam

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cindy.lam@uconn.edu

Feb. 19 is a significant day for the
Japanese American community. In
1942, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which stripped
Japanese Americans of their civil
rights and led to the internment of
nearly 120,000 people of Japanese
descent – the majority of whom were
civilians in Washington, Oregon and
California. Japanese Americans
were forced to leave their homes,
businesses and communities to live
for years in isolated and remote areas
throughout the United States. The
internment of Japanese Americans
was due to having the “face of the
enemy”. Since 1978, the Japanese
American community commemorates Executive Order 9066 as a
reminder of their incarceration
experience. In fact, the first Day of
Remembrance program was held on
Nov. 25, 1978 at the Western Washington Fair where over 2,000 people
gathered to remember the historic
day.
The last Japanese internment camp
closed in 1946. President Gerald Ford
officially repealed Roosevelt’s order
in 1976. Congress issued a formal
apology and passed the Civil Liberties Act awarding $20,000 to over
80,000 Japanese Americans.
In the Japanese internment camps,
four or five families would share an

army-style barrack with sparse collections of clothing and possessions.
They would live in these conditions
until the war ended. Japanese Americans had little freedom within their
barracks and some died due to inadequate medical care and the emotional
stresses that they encountered. Military guards killed Japanese Americans for resisting orders.
Though it has been 79 years since
the wrongful incarceration of Japanese Americans, we must remember
the faults and racism that are rooted
deep in our country’s history – concentration camps are still common
in border areas today.
The National Museum of American History hosted a virtual panel
discussion program titled, “FACEism: A panel discussion of history and accountability” on Feb. 19.
Speakers included David Ono, an
anchor for ABC7; Anna Burroughs,
president and CEO at the Japanese
American National Museum; and
Cheyenne Cheng from the Japanese
American Citizens League. The program discussed the meaning of the
Day of Remembrance and commemorated the thousands of people affected by human rights abuse.
Ono, a filmmaker and creator of
the FACEism series, stated “9066
stands out every time we see a new
president.” “He uses the executive
order and it has tremendous power.”
Ono expressed that this executive

order plays a large role in the presidency, mentioning the power that
Roosevelt held in sending Japanese
Americans to camps just by signing
the order.
The incarceration affects generations of Japanese Americans years
later, as many lost everything they
had. Even after their release, the first
generation of Japanese Americans
never recovered from their experiences in the camps and had lasting
trauma.
Cheng expressed the incarceration
of Japanese Americans is due to the
long history of xenophobia during
World War II – and today – in the
United States. Chinese Americans
wore buttons to signify that they
were Chinese to avoid incarceration,
which further shows the discrimination that Asian Americans faced
during that time.
A notable figure that played a
large role in fighting for Japanese
civil rights was Fred Korematsu.
Korematsu refused to go to incarceration camps and was arrested at
23 years old. He was convicted for
defying the government’s order, but
was able to appeal his case to the Supreme Court. In 1944, the Supreme
Court ruled against him, justifying
their arrest by stating it was due to
military necessity. On Nov. 10, 1983,
Korematsu’s conviction was overturned and he remained an activist
throughout his life. He would later

by Gino Giansanti Jr.

Writing
Center’s
‘Racism in
the Margins’
initiative
spearheads
anti-racism in
the classroom

STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti.jr@uconn.edu

The events that transpired over the past
year have forced institutions across the
country to reckon with the history of systemic racism and its implications in modern society. With a greater awareness of the
problems that face our world, organizations
are making efforts to not only recognize the
issues but work toward a solution so we
may build a more equitable future.
The UConn Writing Center began a new
initiative, entitled “Racism in the Margins,”
that seeks to champion anti-racist practices
in education, looking to engage marginalized students and build a more inclusive
classroom that will benefit every student.
In the first session of a two-part conference,
the Writing Center hosted keynote speakers, Haivan Hoang, associate professor of
English at UMass Amherst, and Mya Poe,
associate professor of English and director
of the Writing Program at Northeastern
University.
Kathleen Tonry, associate professor of
English and associate director of the Writing Center at UConn, moderated the event,
and began the presentation by commenting
on the sheer amount of support for the
project, with the virtual conference having
more than 1,000 registered participants

receive the Presidential Medal of
Freedom from President Clinton in
1998. Korematsu demonstrated the
importance of fighting injustices and
has inspired many people to follow
his legacy.
UConn’s Japanese Student Association created a post to commemorate
the Day of Remembrance.
“The Day of Remembrance marks
a dark moment in the history of our
nation, not only for Japanese –Americans, but for all Americans,” Ethan
Kimaru, JSA chief strategy officer
and eighth-semester marketing
major, said. “It serves as a reminder
of how powerful fear can be and how
vulnerable we are to its influence.
Fear has a peculiar ability to make
us behave irrationally and without
regards for our friends, family and
community members — and it is fear
that dedicated the passage of Executive Order 9066 on Feb. 19, 1942,
resulting in the forceful removal of
over 120,000 Japanese Americans
from their homes, their businesses and communities ... The Day of
Remembrance exists as an opportunity for us to reflect how we must
protect the rights granted to us in
this country.”
Similar to other cultural organizations on campus, JSA is open to
all UConn students and faculty interested in enjoying and spreading
awareness of Japanese culture.
“Going into UConn, I knew that I

from across the country. Tonry feels that
this emphasizes the need and desire for real
anti-racist work to be instituted in higher
education.
“Margins remind us,” Tonry said. “That
texts only get shaped, produced and read by
readers with identities that are also always
read, and often read through race, gender,
ability, class, religion and infinite other
historical intersecting categories. This idea
of the margins translates across media
and across time, and is as applicable to our
digital world which everywhere recalls the
lives off screen.”
Hoang and Poe are leading researchers
in anti-racist practices in university-level
writing courses in the various disciplines.
In their respective keynote addresses,
Hoang and Poe presented their research,
interviewing students and faculty alike
to document their experiences in writing
courses as members of different demographics.
“It doesn’t take too much effort,” Hoang
said. “To look at these initial findings and
translate these insights from students and
teachers into teaching practices. We can
all reckon with race in our own fields and
learn about that and try to translate that
into writing concerns. We can ask students to think about the audience that they
chose and consider whether racial minority

wanted to be a part of the Japanese
Student Association (JSA) in order
to find others with similar interests,”
Mitsuko Koyama, JSA President and
seventh-semester accounting major
and data analytics and Spanish minors, said. “By becoming a member
my freshman year, the treasurer my
sophomore year and now the President, I have always enjoyed being a
part of educating others on Japanese
culture and history. JSA’s mission
is to enjoy and spread awareness
of Japanese culture and history at
UConn, and it has certainly been
a pleasure to introduce students of
diverse backgrounds to the beauty
of Japan. Most events incorporate
fun trivia, slides and activities on
significant holidays, events and history to educate students in a fun and
engaging way. I hope that it encourages students from all walks of life
to have a deeper interest in Japanese
culture and history along the way,
and I look forward to how JSA will
continue to grow as a community in
the coming years.”
It is important to acknowledge
American history, especially the
history of many folks within minority groups that seems to never
be taught in our classrooms. The Day
of Remembrance was a day that commemorates Executive Order 9066
and further educates others on the
fragility of civil liberties in times
of crisis.

groups are impacted by the research that
they are doing.”
“Maybe the most challenging,” Hoang
said. “We have to learn how to orchestrate
and facilitate conversations in our classes
as students encounter race, but are afraid to
encounter race when they write and speak
with classmates as audiences.”
Poe stressed the importance of teachers implementing real and manageable
anti-racist practices in their classroom, as
teachers often try to focus the scope of their
changes to be too large to realistically apply.
She offered potential solutions through
engaging students with content by allowing greater flexibility in assignments and
diversifying the genres discussed within
each discipline.
The keynote speakers were followed by
a panel discussion of UConn professors
of various fields and subjects to discuss
how anti-racist practices can be applied
to all disciplines.
“You can’t build a functional car out of a
thousand tires,” Challa Kumar, professor of
chemistry, said. “You need a thousand different parts that look different, that work
different, and that have come together as a
single unit for the car to function. In other
words, diversity is critical for us; for us to
thrive, for us to live and for us to enjoy our
communities around us.”

Rosamund Pike delivers a stellar performance

in the twisted thriller ‘I Care a Lot’

by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

Best known for her role as Amy
Dunne in “Gone Girl,” Rosamund
Pike’s newest movie endeavor is “I
Care a Lot,” where she plays Marla
Grayson, a legal guardian who abuses the court system to steal money
from the elderly. “I Care a Lot” is the
latest psychological thriller to join
Netflix’s lineup of new movies and
is already gaining a lot of attention
for its unique and intricate plotline.
According to Grayson, there are
only two types of people in this world
“the people who take, and those getting took.” From the outset, it is easy
to see that Grayson belongs to the
group of those who take. She maintains a calm persona and comes
off as someone who truly cares for
the health and wellbeing of her clients, but viewers quickly begin to
notice her sly, devious smiles after

she is awarded cases and they are
introduced to her web of personnel
who are also corrupt and go to great
lengths to help her seamlessly pull
off her plot.
She has a doctor who declares
patients unfit to live on their own
and a retirement facility that
deals with the business side
of the deal, but her greatest asset is her ability to
appear kind and respectable in the courtroom and
continue to win case after
case.
After one of Marla’s
clients passes away and a
bed opens up in the nursing
home, she has the opportunity to take on another case and
jumps at the chance to move Jennifer Peterson (Dianne West) into
the facility. Jennifer has no family
and lives alone in a nice house, making her an ideal client for Marla and

her team. Things begin to crumble
when a suspicious man arrives at
Jennifer’s
house

PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

asking for her and then afterward
when Marla receives a visit from a
lawyer claiming to represent Jennifer.
Marla starts to realize that Jennifer might not be the simple
old woman she once thought
and tries to find out what is
going on in her life behind
the scenes.
Instead of focusing on the corruption
within the caregiving
industry, “I Care a Lot”
transitions into an interesting plotline with
the surprising revelation that Jennifer Peterson stole the identity of a
young girl who died of polio
decades ago. Fran (Eiza Gonzalez), Marla’s assistant and girlfriend, finds an old news article that
reveals this information, and both of
the women are deeply confused about

who they are dealing with.
This new information shows that
who they once thought was an innocent old lady with no family, actually
has a family who is willing to go to
extreme lengths to free her from the
facility and reclaim her assets. She
is now up against Roman Lunyov
(Peter Dinklage) a drug dealer and
crime lord, who also just so happens
to be Jennifer’s son.
“I Care a Lot” is definitely worth
the watch and will leave you with
many questions and unsettled about
what you thought you knew about
the elderly care industry. Pike once
again solidifies her ability to deliver
a stellar performance in a psychological thriller that will keep viewers
on the edge of their seats. Will Marla
eventually meet her demise or will
her calm, cool demeanor lead to a
successful career as a high-profile
con artist? I guess you will just have
to watch and find out!
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‘T he Dating Plan’
is the cute, quirky
rom-com you
need this March

by Samara Karow
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samara.karow@uconn.edu

On Mar. 16, the romantic comedy
“The Dating Plan” by Sara Desai
will be released. The book follows
our female lead, Daisy Patel, a desi
woman who grew up — and lives
in San Francisco. Male lead Liam
Murphy was Daisy’s brother,
Sanjay’s, best friend growing up.
Despite this, Daisy has animosity
towards Liam; he was supposed
to take her to prom and for some
reason, didn’t show. After 10 years
of not speaking to each other, they
meet at a tech conference.
Daisy’s ex, Orson, who her cousin, Layla, says “described his favorite art house film as a two-and-a
half-hour phantasmagoria of bourgeoisie misery,” is at the conference, romantically involved with
Daisy’s former boss. To resolve
the awkwardness, Daisy agrees
to kiss Liam. Plus, her doting aunt
brought her a potential suitor to
the conference and she is tired of
getting inundated requests from
her family about who to marry.
This interaction leads Daisy to
announce that she and Liam are
engaged, a fake engagement that
will mutually benefit both of them:
Daisy won’t have to meet any more
suitors her family picked out and
Liam can only inherit his distillery
if he has a wife by his next birthday. Together, they devise a plan
to go on enough dates to make the
relationship believable. They go
about it in an orderly, step-by-step
process, from date one to their inevitable divorce.
In a way, some of the tropes reminded me of other romance novels I’ve read. To me, it was most
reminiscent of the popular-girlfalling-for-the-nerd-in-adulthood
trope from “Friends,” except genderbent. Daisy is a software engineer who always loved school and
can quote classic literature. She has
an obsession with Marvel, which
sometimes extends to her clothing.
The book notes, “Unlike Sanjay,
who admired the superheroes for
their otherworldly powers, Daisy
loved how they were committed to
saving the world, even though they
were all broken inside.” This short

sentence is a clear view into the
symbolism of Marvel, and how it
intertwines to Daisy’s personality.
Liam is a venture capitalist who
never went to college. They might
be an odd couple, but they have
shared history and their broken
families were close.
“The Dating Plan” is truly a
genderbent Ross and Rachel,
the theme of high school status
clearly important, despite being
adults. The book explains, “Liam
had never once indicated he felt
anything more than brotherly affection for her. She was still the
nerdy geek who’d spent lunches
in the science lab, and Liam was
still the guy who dated the most
beautiful girls in school,” Daisy
feels as though Liam is out of her
league. Funny and endearing, this
romcom is perfect for anyone who
wants to live out the fantasy of the
popular kid falling for the nerdy
kid in adulthood, like in “Friends.”
Not only do Daisy and Liam have
chemistry – as all leads of romance
novels do– but they also have impeccable banter. In one scene, she
tells him, “I’m beginning to worry
we might not both fit in my car
given the size of your ego.” It is
quips like these which make their
engagement entertaining.
I laughed out loud while reading
this book. One of Liam’s family
members is hilarious. In fact, the
reader gets to meet both Daisy and
Liam’s extended family. One caveat? There were so many minor
characters, including people at
Daisy’s work, that it became difficult to keep track of everyone. Nevertheless, I would recommend this
novel. It is heartwarming, sexy
and funny. The desi representation
is amazing, and so is the representation of mental health (Daisy
has panic attacks). In third-person limited, there weren’t many
avenues for internal dialogue nor
reflection, but “The Dating Plan”
compensates for this with language filtered through the main
characters. Overall, I am excited for when the book comes out
so you can share in my positive
reading experience of this flirty
rom-com.
Rating: 4/5

“I
laughed
out loud
while
reading
this book”

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON

This Week in History: February 22-26
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti.jr@uconn.edu

Feb. 23, 1778
Baron Friedrich
Von Steuben
arrives at
Valley Forge

Feb. 23, 1945
American flag
rises at iwo
jima

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA

The United States is known by many
as the undisputed top military power
in the world. Having a budget of 750
billion dollars in 2020, the U.S. Armed
Forces boasts a body of 1.4 million active personnel and leads the world in
sheer amount of weaponry and machinery.
This military supremacy, however,
is relatively new, as the rag-tag gang of
patriots under General George Washington was a far cry from the military
might of the 21st century. This week, we
will look at two moments in American
military history that shaped the way
our nation takes up arms on the world
stage. So let’s dive in!
On Feb. 23, 1778, 243 years ago,
Baron Friedrich von Steuben arrived at Washington’s encampment
at Valley Forge.
While Baron von Steuben is not a
name people think about when looking at the Revolutionary War, he was
an incredibly influential figure whose
efforts not only allowed for the American victory in the Revolutionary War
but changed the way in which the U.S.
trains its troops.
It is no secret that the Continental
Army was in over its head when taking
on the British Empire, whose military
was considered the strongest in the
world. While men like Washington
had prior military experience in the
British army, the vast majority came as
farmers and everyday laborers with no
formal training. Men came to Washington, inspired by the words of the Declaration of Independence and Thomas
Paine’s “Common Sense,” but found
camp life far bleaker than imagined.
The winter of 1777 and 1778 at Valley
Forge was particularly dismal, with a
lack of food, water and the sheer frigid
weather proving devastating for Washington’s men. Disease ran rampant in
the close quarters, practically wiping
out the hopes of victory for the new
nation.
Von Steuben, having experience as
a Prussian military commander in
present-day Germany, came to Valley
Forge and virtually saved the remains

of the Continental Army. Von Steuben
brought organization to the camps, reworking the camp’s layout by placing
the kitchen area and latrine area on
opposite sides. He established hygienic
practices and brought stricter discipline to the camp, knocking down the
egos of the men to rebuild them as a
unit. Von Steuben restored the morale
of the army, and built the foundation of
the boot camp-style training that still
exists in the military today.
Also on Feb. 23, in 1945, 76 years
ago, the American flag was raised
at Iwo Jima.
Quite possibly the most famous
photograph in American history, the
raising of the flag at Iwo Jima by the
U.S. Marines of the 28th Regiment, 5th
Division, was captured by Associated
Press photographer Joe Rosenthal atop
the crest of Mt. Suribachi.
The Battle of Iwo Jima began on Feb.
19 as American troops landed on the
beaches of the tiny volcanic island just
700 miles southeast of Japan. Following
a heavy naval bombardment and airstrike, a force of 30,000 Marines were
able to secure a solid footing on the
beaches of the island. Under the heavy
fire of Japanese artillery, American
forces pushed back defenses until Mt.
Suribachi was captured four days later.
To mark the achievement, members
of the 3rd Platoon hiked the summit to
plant a flag and mark the taking of the
island’s highest point. Marine Corp
photographer, Louis Lowery, was with
them, but his camera broke, rendering him unable to snap a shot. When
troops went to replace the marker with
a larger flag, it was Rosenthal who captured the moment. As you can imagine,
Lowery never forgave him for doing so.
While many rival photographers
tried to perpetuate rumors that the Pulitzer Prize-winning photo was staged,
the rumors were proven to be baseless.
The photo did, however, inaccurately
portray the battle as a victory, when it
was yet to be won. The battle raged on
for an additional five weeks, with more
than 6,000 American troops having
died and 17,000 having been wounded.
Among the casualties were three of the
six men photographed in the picture.

Casual Cadenza: ‘Everywhere at the End of Time’
by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

James Leyland Kirby never had
the intention of scaring anyone with
his work. Fear is merely a common
reaction when perceiving the weight
of reality’s tragic events. Going under
the pseudonym “The Caretaker,”
Kirby embarked on a long-term musical project with the purpose of exploring the concept of memory: both
its sentimental aspects and the desolation brought on by its destruction.
With his final undertaking as The
Caretaker, the aim was to showcase
the irreversible effects of dementia,
a disease that appears harmless at its
onset until introducing an inevitable
entrance into complete nothingness.
Overall, “Everywhere at the End of
Time” took three years to complete.
Between 2016 and 2019, six subsequent LPs were released, all of which
were eventually compiled into the
album. In total, there are 50 songs,
together worth up to six and a half
hours of listening. Their cryptic titles
get noticeably bleaker as they’re read
down the list, from the first (“It’s just
a burning memory”) all the way to
the last (“Place in the World fades
away”), as each release represents an
advancing stage of dementia.
The full album can be found to
purchase on Bandcamp and can be
accessed on YouTube as well. Both
websites offer timestamps of each
song and descriptions of each stage,
the latter written by The Caretaker
himself. In fact, being Kirby’s final
task under this project, “Everywhere
at the End of Time” is meant to act
as the death of The Caretaker — not
his physical death, but the death of
his memory, his mind and his own
person. It’s ironic: The one who’s
devoted all his time to the topic of

remembrance finds his end by losing
the ability to remember.
So what comes before that? Clearly,
the process of dementia doesn’t start
out as desolate as its culmination.
The beginning of the album is actually rather beautiful. Stages 1-3 are
essentially made up of 1920s and ‘30s
ballroom music, a small ode to the
haunted ballroom scene of Stanley
Kubrick’s “The Shining,” from where
The Caretaker got his name. The
music is surrounded by noticeable
static, adding to the notion of “the
glory of old age and recollection,”
according to the description of Stage
One — “The last of the great days.”
Stages Two and Three carry the
same genre of music throughout,
with slight off-putting changes made.
The mood is more negative, reverb
is added and distortions in notes can
be heard, as if it’s hard to remember
what the song is supposed to sound
like. Stage Two can be described as a
stage of denial: “The self realisation
and awareness that something is
wrong with a refusal to accept that.”
Afterward, Stage Three is the last
moment of awareness, when confusion makes even the state of being
aware a difficult sensation. Here,
good memories continue to become
increasingly distorted.
Stage Four gives way to the true
horrors of memory loss. The ballroom music is still there, but is mostly masked by the daunting sounds
of a badly warped record. From
this stage onward, the disturbed
memory is expressed through unpleasant sounds strung together. By
Stage Five, everything is incoherent. Different songs are connected
in disagreeable ways, with short intermissions of “the great days.” The
simultaneously familiar nature of
these unfamiliarities demonstrates

the pure confusion experienced by
dementia patients. From an observational standpoint, it’s both fascinating and utterly terrifying.
“Post-Awareness Stage 6 is without description.” By now, The Caretaker has entered his final moments,
leaving the interpretation up to audiences. Perhaps most would describe
it as the sounds of the void: entirely
empty, nothing but a gentle hum to
be heard within the tunneled walls
of one’s vacant mind.
At the end of its journey, “Everywhere at the End of Time” received
immense critical acclaim. Not for
making it to the Billboard Hot 100
(if that happened, I would truly be
scared), but for its poetic approach to
a human side effect of real life. Some
can admit to knowing a relative or a
companion who went through diseases like Alzheimer’s, only to later
not know them during each consecutive encounter. The Caretaker’s work
makes chronic memory loss a spoken
about topic, spreading its awareness
through the evocative portrayal of its
outcome. And with this relatability,
comes the value of memory.
It’s easy to look past the importance of remembrance, considering
it’s something we utilize at every
waking moment. The concluding message I got after navigating
through all six stages is to not take
it for granted. Memory completes
our perceptions of what we know,
the people we love and ultimately
who we are — once all of that is lost,
there’s quite literally nothing to fall
back on. While the dark and dismal
disposition of that statement makes it
susceptible to avoidance, rather than
forgetting it, it’s best to remember
remembering.
Rating: 4/5
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | I’m paws-itive

A suncatcher reading “You’re PAWsome” hangs in the window of a lounge in Rosebrooks on the south side of UConn’s campus. The suncatcher was handed out as a craft at UConn
Late Night as a Valentine’s day craft for students to complete on their own time. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

DYK?

Michael Jackson tried to buy
Marvel Comics in the 1990s.
IN 1951, THE FBI INVESTIGATED
THE COMICS INDUSTRY, BELIEVING
THAT THE CRIME IN COMICS WAS
INCREASING JUVENILE DELINQUENCY.

Donald Duck is the 5th most published
character after Superman, Batman,
Spider-Man and Wolverine.
BATMAN WAS INSPIRED
BY A CHARACTER FROM A
SERIES OF PULP NOVELS
KNOWN AS “THE SHADOW.”
Facts courtesy of thecrazyfacts.com

Sudoku
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Oklahoma City deals Cavaliers
10th straight loss, 117-101
CLEVELAND (AP) — Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander had 31 points
and nine assists as the Oklahoma
City Thunder beat Cleveland 117101 on Sunday night, handing the
Cavaliers their 10th consecutive
loss.
Al Horford had 16 points and
eight rebounds, and Hamidou Diallo scored 15 points off the bench
for the Thunder, who snapped a
five-game road losing streak and
three-game overall skid.
Collin Sexton scored 27 points
and Jarrett Allen shot 11 for 11 and
finished with 26 points and 17 rebounds for the Cavaliers. Cleveland hasn’t won since beating Minnesota on Feb. 1, and is 1-12 since
Jan. 27.
The Cavaliers now have three
double-digit losing streaks since
LeBron James left the franchise
for the second time in 2018 via free

agency for the Los Angeles Lakers.
Cleveland lost 12 in a row from
Dec. 19, 2018-Jan. 11, 2019, and
dropped 11 straight from March
22-Oct. 23, 2019.
Oklahoma City took its largest
lead at 104-84 on a 3-pointer by
Horford early in the fourth quarter. The Thunder made 13 of 28
3-pointers with Gilgeous-Alexander perfect on three 3-point shots.
Darius Garland had 21 points
and eight assists for the Cavaliers, who never got closer than six
points in the second half. Cleveland missed 27 of its 35 shots from
beyond the arc, with Cedi Osman
missing all eight 3-point attempts.
Oklahoma City held a 62-51 lead
at the break on the strength of 16
points by Gilgeous-Alexander and
12 from Hamidou Diallo. Allen had
10 points and 11 rebounds over the
first two periods.

Oklahoma City Thunder’s Al Horford (42) drives against Cleveland
Cavaliers’ Jarrett Allen in the second half of an NBA basketball game,
Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021, in Cleveland. PHOTO BY TONY DEJAK/ AP

Gilgeous-Alexander had eight
points and four assists in the first
as the Thunder took a 31-28 lead.
Sexton scored seven points for
Cleveland, which jumped in front
20-10.

DELLY DOWN
Cavaliers G Matthew Dellavedova, who has yet to play this season
because of a concussion, underwent an appendectomy Saturday.
The fan favorite experienced abdominal pain while at Cleveland’s
training facility earlier in the day.
“The first thing Delly told me was,
‘I’m going to have a run of good
luck here soon,’” coach J.B. Bickerstaff said. “He’s in good spirits and
is optimistic.”

TIP-INS
Thunder: Rookie G Theo Maledon is averaging 10.0 points over
31.3 minutes in four contests since
returning from a five-game absence under the NBA’s health and
safety protocols. “The whole year
has been a nice trajectory with
Theo,” coach Mark Daigneault
said. “He’s somebody who can fit
in, no matter what four-man unit
he’s out there with.” … G George
Hill (right thumb surgery) missed
his 15th straight game.
Cavaliers: F Larry Nance Jr.
(left hand fracture) and F Taurean
Prince (left ankle soreness) remain
out, but were active for Cleveland
to meet the NBA game minimum.
… F Kevin Love (right calf strain)
was held out of team drills Saturday after experiencing soreness.

Garza breaks Iowa scoring mark,
No. 11 Hawkeyes beat Penn St
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) — The
chase to become Iowa’s all-time
leading scorer got to Luka Garza
only once during Sunday’s game
against Penn State.
Garza looked at the scoreboard
going into a media timeout in
the second half and saw that he
needed to make both of the free
throws he was about to shoot to
reach the record.
The first one was good. The second? An air ball.
Oops.
“Obviously, I was a little nervous on that free throw,” Garza
said, laughing.
Garza eventually got the points
he needed, and the 11th-ranked
Hawkeyes came away with the
win. He finished with 23 points as
Iowa rallied in the second half to
beat the Nittany Lions 74-68.
Garza now has 2,126 points,
breaking the record of 2,116 points
set by Roy Marble from 1985-89.
Garza scored 12 points in the first
half to get within a point of Marble.
After the free-throw mishap, he
passed the mark with a layup off a
pass from Jordan Bohannon at the
8:18 mark of the second half.
“Yeah, I’ve never air-balled a
free throw in my life,” Garza said.
“When the first one went in of the
two of them, I was very surprised.

Neither of them felt good. I was
just thinking about (the record)
too much. They called the timeout, I looked up at the scoreboard
and knew where I was at. I had the
whole timeout to think about it.”
From that point, though, Garza
settled in. Garza, who came into
the game as the nation’s leading
scorer at 24.7 points per game,
scored 10 consecutive points in Iowa’s 13-2 second-half run after the
game was tied at 54.
“The whole first half, I was fine,”
Garza said. “After (the free throw),
I was able to calm down and play
the rest of the game.”
Garza also had 11 rebounds for his
10th double-double of the season.
“Every game, you become more
and more impressed with how he
goes about his business, and the
example he sets for everybody in
the locker room,” Iowa coach Fran
McCaffery said.
It was the fourth consecutive
win for Iowa (17-6, 11-5 Big Ten).
“I didn’t come here to win
awards, to score points. That
wasn’t my goal,” Garza said. “I
came here to win games.”
“I don’t think (Garza) would
have wanted to talk about the record if we had lost the game,” McCaffery said.
Penn State (7-12, 4-11) went six

minutes without a point in the second half. The Nittany Lions shot 6
of 28 from the field in the half.
“I didn’t think we took bad shots
(in the second half ),” Penn State
interim coach Jim Ferry said. “We
just didn’t make them. We even
got to the rim a couple of times for
layups and didn’t make them.”
CJ Fredrick added 18 points for
the Hawkeyes. Fredrick, who has
missed four games since Jan. 21
because of a lower leg injury, had
his first double-digit scoring game
since he had 13 against Northwestern on Jan. 17.
“CJ was just really, really good
tonight,” Garza said.
Izaiah Brockington and Myreon Jones each had 11 points to lead
Penn State. Myles Dread had 10.

FIRST-HALF ZERO
Iowa’s Joe Wieskamp came
into the game leading the nation
in 3-point shooting at 50.9% and
was averaging 19.8 points over
the last five games. But he went
scoreless in the first half, missing all three of his shots. Wieskamp scored the Hawkeyes’
first nine points of the second
half and finished with 11 — going
4 of 11 from the field and 1 of 5
on 3-pointers — and 11 rebounds.
“As the game went on, he was
tremendous,” Fredrick said.

BIG PICTURE

Iowa center Luka Garza (55) grabs a rebound over Penn State forward
John Harrar during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game,
Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021, in Iowa City, Iowa. PHOTO BY CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/ AP

The Hawkeyes kept pace with
Big Ten leader Michigan, staying two games behind the thirdranked Wolverines. The teams
play Thursday in Ann Arbor,
Michigan. The game was originally scheduled for March 4, but
was moved as the Big Ten rearranged schedules last week.
“We were going to play Michigan anyway. What difference
does it make when we play them?”
McCaffery said. “Let’s get the
games in. If they have to be moved
around, move them around.”
It was the fourth consecutive loss, and fifth in the last six
games, for the Nittany Lions.
Penn State’s average margin of
defeat in the last four games is
4.8 points.

No. 3 Michigan
holds off No. 4
Ohio State 92-87
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP)
— Hunter Dickinson had 22
points and nine rebounds and
Eli Brooks scored 17 as No. 3
Michigan held off a late flurry
to beat No. 4 Ohio State 92-87
on Sunday.
In a matchup of teams aiming for No. 1 seeds in the NCAA
Tournament, the Wolverines
led by nine with 23 seconds left.
But a pair of 3-pointers from
Duane Washington Jr. around
a layup by CJ Walker layup
got the Buckeyes within three
points with 3 seconds to go.
Brooks sealed the win with a
couple of foul shots.
Chaundee Brown Jr. came off
the bench to score 15 points and
Isaiah Livers added 12 for the
Wolverines (16-1, 11-1 Big Ten).
Michigan won its fifth straight
around a three-week break due
to COVID-19 issues.
Washington had a career-high 30 points and went 5
for 10 on 3s for Ohio State (18-5,
12-5). E.J. Liddell had 23 points
and 10 rebounds.

NO. 6 HOUSTON 90, CINCINNATI 52
HOUSTON (AP) — Quentin
Grimes had 20 points and eight
rebounds, and Houston used a big
first half to roll past Cincinnati.
Tramon Mark scored 12
points, DeJon Jarreau added 11
points and five rebounds, and

Fabian White Jr. had 10 points
and nine rebounds for Houston
(18-3, 12-3 American Athletic
Conference). The Cougars shot
47% and hit 19 of 21 from the free
throw line.
Jeremiah Davenport scored 11
points and Tari Eason added 10
points for the Bearcats (7-8, 5-5),
who saw their four-game winning streak snapped.

NO. 11 IOWA 74, PENN STATE
68
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) —
Luka Garza scored 23 points to
become Iowa’s all-time leading
scorer, and the Hawkeyes beat
Penn State.
Garza has 2,126 points for Iowa,
breaking the record of 2,116 points
set by Roy Marble from 1985-89.
Garza also had 11 rebounds for
his 10th double-double of the season. CJ Fredrick added 18 points
for the Hawkeyes.
It was the fourth consecutive
win for Iowa (17-6, 11-5 Big Ten).
Izaiah Brockington and Myreon Jones each had 11 points to
lead Penn State (7-12, 4-11).

NO. 21 WISCONSIN
NORTHWESTERN 51

68,

EVANSTON, Ill. (AP) — Micah
Potter scored 19 points, D’Mitrik
Trice had 13 and Wisconsin shut
down lowly Northwestern.

Press, Rapinoe score, US beats
Brazil 2-0 in SheBelieves Cup

United States defender Abby Dahlkemper (7) heads a ball in front
of Brazil midfielder Marta (10) during the first half of a SheBelieves
Cup women’s soccer match, Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021, in Orlando, Fla.
PHOTO BY PHELAN M. EBENHACK/ AP

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) —
Christen Press scored in the
11th minute, Megan Rapinoe
added a late goal and the U.S.
women bxeat Brazil 2-0 in the
SheBelieves Cup on Sunday.
The United States sits atop
the SheBelieves Cup standings
with two wins. Canada beat
Argentina 1-0 in the late match
Sunday. The round-robin tournament concludes Wednesday
when the U.S. plays Argentina
(0-2) and Canada (1-1) faces
Brazil (1-1).
The U.S., winner of the last
two World Cups, is now unbeaten in 36 straight games overall
and 52 straight at home.
"One thing that I've learned
playing on the U.S. women's
national team is that you have
to prepare for every single
game as if it's the most important game of your life," Press
said. “So that's kind of the approach I take.”
The Americans have won five
straight over Brazil and are unbeaten in the last seven matches. The team is 20-0-2 against
Brazil on American soil.
"I am disappointed in the
start of the game, of course. We
conceded a goal. But not only
a goal, the way we played our
attack in the first 20 minutes,"
Brazil coach Pia Sundhage said.
“That's room for improvement,
for sure. But then the second
half, and the fact that we creat-

ed fairly many chances, I'm happy
with that.”
Press took a pass from Lindsey
Horan and rushed forward, fooling a defender before a powerful
strike to the far corner of the net.
It was Press' 10th goal in her last
13 national team games and 59th
international goal.
“Lindsey played me a great ball
in on a diagonal, so that I wasn't
in a crossing situation, I was actually able to cut in and open up
the angle of the goal,” Press said.
“And that's what I want to do, it's
my signature shot and my signature style so it was great to see it
go in the back of the net.”
Moments later, Crystal Dunn's
sliding tackle prevented Debinha
on the breakaway. Brazil had a
good chance in the 82nd minute
when Marta found Debinha in the
box, but the shot went just wide.
It was the 10th straight shutout for U.S. goalkeeper Alyssa
Naeher.
Alex Morgan made her first
start for the national team since
giving birth to daughter Charlie
last year. Morgan and Press were
subbed out in the 71st minute
and replaced with Rapinoe and
Carli Lloyd.
Horan served the ball into the
box for Rapinoe, who scored in
the 88th minute. After she scored,
Rapinoe made a baby-rocking
gesture in honor of teammates Ali
Krieger and Ashlynn Harris, who
recently adopted daughter Sloane.
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Throwback Photo of the Day | Ready, Set, Dive

A swimmer prepares to dive into the pool at the UConn Swimming Invite in the Wolff-Zackin Natatorium on Feb. 2, 2019. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

MHOC: UConn falls to
No. 11 Boston University
by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

While Friday’s matchup was
ultimately cancelled for an undisclosed reason, UConn’s weekend
series against No. 11 Boston University continued with their Saturday match at the Freitas Ice Forum.
Unfortunately for the Huskies (89-2), the match didn’t go their way,
falling 3-2 in overtime.
UConn put the pressure on
the Terriers (9-2) early into the
match. Carter Turnbull struck
the first goal at the 1:28 mark
for the home side after Carter
Berger’s shot deflected off the junior forward following a play of
bringing the puck back toward
the center. UConn only managed
to get on the power play once in
the opening 20 minutes while
the visitors had two; however,
neither team made much use of
their advantages. By the 15:32
mark, the Huskies doubled their
lead thanks to Brian Rigali’s shot
that ended up being deflected
into the net by BU’s goaltender
Vinny Duplessis. The Terriers
gained some momentum with
less than a minute left in the first

period when Jay O’Brien managed to put one back.
In a relatively quiet second
period, BU had a chance to level the match after Kale Howarth
had a five-minute major and a
game misconduct, but the home
side were able to kill off the power play. The Huskies were able
to get on the power play twice
in this period but couldn’t slot
a puck or two in the back of the
opposition’s net.
Both UConn and BU got on the
power play early into the final period but to no avail. The two sides
played an intense level of hockey
until the Terriers’ Max Kaufman
brought the game leveled with
six minutes left in the match.
Neither side were able to kill the
game, and thus, went into OT
where BU’s Luke Tuch slotted
the game-winner in 44 seconds.
“For the most part, I thought
we battled pretty hard tonight
…” head coach Mike Cavanaugh
said in a post-match press conference. “We needed to establish
a little more pressure on our
power play, I don’t think we established enough on that, but I
was very happy with the [competition] and the guys.”

The UConn men’s hockey team stuns UMass in March of 2020. This
weekend, the Huskies matched up against Boston University, ultimately losing 3-2. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn women softball claims
wins, losses in 1st weekend of play
by Ashton Stansel
STAFF WRITER
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Following the rainout of the
Coastal Carolina Invitational last weekend, the UConn
women’s softball team played
its first games of the season
as part of the FGCU Softball
Tournament this weekend.
The Huskies played a total of
five games, one against Northern Illinois University and two
against both Florida International University and Florida
Gulf Coast University. They
picked up where they left off
last season for the most part,
beating the Northern Illinois
Huskies and the Florida International Panthers in their first
three games, before dropping
two games in a row to the Florida Gulf Coast Eagles.
The Huskies’ first game,
against the Huskies of Northern Illinois, was not a close one.
UConn held the lead the entire
game after a run in the first inning, a run they’d later add six
more to, while Northern Illinois was only able to grab one
run in the bottom of the fifth.
The Huskies’ impressive
opening performance was supported by freshman pitcher Payton Kinney, who played all seven innings and gave up four hits
and one run. The offensive effort
for UConn was led by redshirt
junior Sami Barnett, who had a
pair of runs and RBI’s as well as
a home run to help guide UConn
to the 7-1 victory.
The second game on Friday, against the Panthers,
was much closer. The Huskies lagged behind early after
the Panthers scored two in
the second, but managed to
get their own two in the fifth.
The game went into overtime,
where both teams scored a
third run in the eighth, but
the Huskies were also able
to score in the bottom of the
ninth and claim a 4-3 victory.
That effort was led by an
impressive performance by
catcher Devon Casazza, who
had a sacrifice fly which scored
in the fifth and another in the
ninth which scored the game
winning run. Pitcher Meghan
O’Neil claimed her first win of
the season, striking out three
and allowing four hits and two
runs in nine innings.
On Saturday, the Huskies
played another game against
the Panthers and their first
game against the Eagles of
Florida Gulf Coast University,

Infielder Briana Marcelino runs towards home plate at the UConn v.
Boston College game on March 9, 2019. This weekend, Marcelino had
the sole run for the Huskies in the FGCU Softball Tournament. PHOTO BY
BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/ THE DAILY CAMPUS

who was hosting the event. The
Huskies claimed another victory over the Panthers, this one in
regular time as they won with a
3-1 scoreline.
Kinney pitched her way to her
second victory in collegiate softball, allowing three hits and one
run in seven innings where she
also claimed six strikeouts. Her
second impressive performance
in a row was bolstered by her
teammates Taylor Zatyk and Jana
Sanden who both excelled offensively. Sanden brought in a home
run and two RBI’s, while Zatyk
had two runs and a double.
In the second Saturday game,
the Huskies faced off against
the Eagles of Florida Gulf Coast
University. It was their first loss
of the season as they fell to the
Eagles after scoring just one run
while giving up three.
The sole run for the Huskies
came from senior Briana Marcelino on a single from Hollis Wivell,
but the pitching squad of Kinney
and O’Neil was unable to avoid
giving up three runs early and
that was a gap that the Huskies
could never close.
The Huskies played just one
game on Sunday before they flew
back, against the Eagles once
again. The game was substantially closer than Saturday’s, ending
in the 11th inning. UConn had the

lead early in the second inning,
but the Eagles took the lead in
the sixth off a pair of scores.
In the top of the seventh, the
Huskies tied the score at two after a triple by senior Reese Guevarra brought home Wivell. Both
teams scored again in the ninth,
the Huskies on the back of a single from junior Aziah James that
brought Wivell home for another
run. The teams scored again in
the 10th inning, as Zatyk scored
on a single from Sanden, but the
Huskies were unable to keep up
in the 11th.
The Eagles scored their fifth run
with two outs in the bottom of the
11th inning, on a hit by sophomore
Hannah Shemansky that brought
in freshman Amaya Gainer for the
game-winning run.
It was a disappointing ending
to the weekend for the Huskies,
who ended up with a 3-2 record,
but they were also their first
games of the year after last weekend’s weather issues forced those
games to be cancelled.
The Huskies will be back in
action next weekend in Texas,
where they’ll take on the University of Mississippi, Baylor, Lamar and the University of Texas
from Friday through Sunday.
The first game will be Friday,
against the University of Mississippi, at 2 p.m. EST.
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Sports
UConn Women’s Soccer Recap: Huskies win season
opener in the program’s return to the Big East
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
STAFF WRITER
Sebastian.Garay-Ortega@uconn.edu

Junior Kess Elmore and freshman
Lucy Cappadona led the UConn
women's soccer team to a victory over
Rhode Island on Sunday, Feb. 21 in the
team’s season opener.
The Huskies (1-0-0) looked forward to their re-debut in the Big East
on Sunday, a conference that was the
home of the program from 1979-2013.
Moreover, the squad was set to play
their first competitive match at the
new Joseph J. Morrone stadium. On
the other hand, Rhode Island (0-2-0)
were determined to bounce back from
their loss against Providence the week
prior.
Despite the Rams’ ambitions, Elmore had other plans, as the forward
opened up the scoring a mere four
minutes into the contest. Forward
Yamilee Eveillard found her strike
partner, who proceeded to smash it
into the back of the net to give UConn
the 1-0 advantage.
Although the Huskies took the lead
early on in the contest, they did not get
complacent. UConn’s forwards continued to stifle the Rhode Island defense,
forcing a multitude of saves out of goalkeeper Teresa Morrissey. The Huskies
finished the first half with a total of five
shots on target, while Rhode Island
failed to get a single shot on target.
With the pressure that was being
put on the Rams, a second UConn goal
felt like an inevitability. As a result, it
came to no one’s surprise that Cappadona found the back of the net in the
31st minute. Fellow midfielder Jessica Mazo and forward Jaydah Bedoya
linked up to find Cappadona, who
slotted it into the net to make it 2-0 15
minutes before the half.

Regardless of the scoreline, Rhode
Island was determined to fight. UConn got a shot on target seven minutes
into the half, and it felt like it would be
more of the same from Margaret Rodriguez’s squad. Nonetheless, despite
nearly conceding, the Rams would
respond shortly thereafter. Midfielder Rebecca D’Anna found space in the
Huskies final third, and took a shot
on goal that was blocked by the UConn defense.
Rhode Island was then able to limit UConn’s forwards from bypassing
their defense, and made four straight
swaps in the 68th minute with the
hopes of reinventing themselves.
Forward Claire Ross came on for
midfielder Amanda Schafer, forward
Francesca D’Agostino came on for

D’Anna, forward Aysha Bentick came
on for fellow forward Sam Hagerty
and midfielder Kaitlyn Sengphilom
came on for fellow midfielder Tess
O’Connell.
However, the changes had the opposite effect on Rhode Island, due
to the fact that the players had to get
adjusted not only to the pace of the
game, but the tactical set up of the
team as well; gaps began to open up,
which allowed UConn to get into the
final third, with midfielders Mazo
and Cappadona taking two consecutive shots on target in the 71st and
72nd minute, respectively.
Nevertheless, the Rams' chaos at
the back would be resolved, and they
would get their best opportunity of
the match in the 78th minute, when

D’Agostino’s shot on goal forced a
critical save out of Husky goalkeeper
Randi Palacios to keep the score at
2-0.
From then on, it was a stalemate
between both sides, with neither
team able to get a clear-cut opportunity. As a result, UConn would hold
on until the end to get the 2-0 victory
over Rhode Island.
UConn now set their eyes on Northeastern, who they’ll host on Sunday,
Feb. 28. The Huskies (0-1-1) failed to
win their opening two matches, as
they fell to New Hampshire and drew
with UMass Lowell. Northeastern
will have another shot to beat UMass
Lowell and get their first victory on
Thursday, Feb. 25 before their weekend bout against the Huskies.

The women’s soccer team plays East Carolina University in September of 2019 in Dillion Stadium. In last
night’s game, the Huskies faced off against Rhode Island. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Baseball: Huskies drop 2 of 3 to nationally ranked Virginia
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

The UConn baseball team began
its season this weekend against a
tough ACC opponent in Virginia
and lost two out of the three games
in Charlottesville.
The Cavaliers (2-1) were ranked
No. 16 in the D1Baseball.com poll
but were as high as No. 5 on the
Baseball America preseason poll,
so this was always going to be a
tough matchup for the Huskies (12). But UConn was in each game,
and it was a really good series. The
Huskies won an ugly high-scoring
affair 10-9 on Saturday, but the offense struggled in the other two
games, losing 2-1 on Friday and 4-2
in the rubber match on Sunday.
In Friday’s season opener, it was
a classic pitcher’s duel, as UConn’s
new ace Ben Casparius squared off
with UVA’s Andrew Abbott, a preseason All-American. Abbott ended up with the upper hand, going
5.2 scoreless innings while allowing only two hits and striking out
nine. Casparius, a four-year junior
transfer from North Carolina, also
threw 5.2 innings, but he allowed
two earned runs and four hits
while striking out six.
The first run came in the first
inning, when Casparius hit Virginia catcher Logan Michaels with a
pitch with the bases loaded to force

in a run. The second run came on
an RBI groundout by right fielder
Alex Tappen in the third inning to
make it 2-0 Cavaliers.
Aside from that, Casparius was
great, recording perfect 1-2-3 innings in the second, fourth and
fifth innings. Head coach Jim
Penders was impressed with the
first showing from his ace.
“Ben’s got great stuff,” Penders
said after Friday’s game. “When he
doesn’t feel great with one pitch, he
can throw a couple. He can throw
his slider, changeup or curveball in
any count he wants. He’s got very
good command. I loved his presence out there, and I think he’s
going to be a really big part of our
success this season.”
Casparius pitched well in his
UConn debut, but he got tagged
with the loss because the Huskies
couldn’t do much of anything on
offense against Abbott and the
rest of the UVA staff. The lone
exception came in the seventh
inning, when two-year freshman
first baseman Reggie Crawford
blasted a home run to right field
off of Paul Kosanovich.
That was the only run and one
of only three hits for the Huskies
on opening day, as they lost a
tough one 2-1.
Saturday’s game was anything
but a pitcher’s duel, as the two
teams combined for 19 runs, 20
hits, 19 walks and three errors in

UConn’s 10-9 victory. Two-year
freshman Chris Brown, making
the start at third base, had a big
day with two hits and four RBIs.
He had a two-run single in the
fourth to get the Huskies on the
board, he picked up an RBI on a hit
by pitch in the sixth and he added
another RBI single in the seventh.
“I was very proud of Chris
Brown,” Penders said after Saturday’s game. “He gets his first hit in
our uniform and he got four RBIs
… The first one was where we really needed it. Two outs, he finds
a way, he’s ready to hit. He doesn’t
hit it on the screws, but [Virginia] doesn’t hit everything on the
screws either … He did a good job
today. I was happy with the way
that he played.”
Four-year junior captain Christian Fedko notched his first career
four-hit game that included an RBI
single in the eighth inning that
broke a 7-7 tie.
It was truly a back-and-forth
contest, as every time UConn took
a lead, Virginia stormed right back.
It happened all the way until the
end, as even after the Huskies took
a 10-7 lead in the top of the ninth
on an RBI double by Kyler Fedko — the first hit of the season for
the preseason Big East Co-Player
of the Year — the Cavaliers made
it interesting in the bottom of the
ninth when Fedko made an error
in right field to allow two runs to

Christian Fedko steps up to bat against the Boston College Eagles on Wednesday March 27, 2019. Fedko’s
younger brother Kyler had his first hit of the season in the Huskies’ game against Virginia this weekend.
PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/ THE DAILY CAMPUS

score, making it 10-9.
Caleb Wurster was able to retire the next batter, and the Huskies held on for the win. Wurster
picked up the victory with 2.2 solid
innings in relief, while UVA’s Kyle
Whitten, who surrendered two
runs to UConn in the eighth inning, picked up the loss.
“It was an ugly baseball game,”
Penders said. “For two relatively
talented experienced teams, it was
an ugly, ugly game.”
Sunday’s series finale was definitely cleaner, but the result didn’t
go in the Huskies favor in a 4-2
Virginia win. UConn’s offense
struggled once again, only managing four hits and two runs, one
on a wild pitch in the third inning
and another on an error in the
ninth. UVA’s starter Mike Vasil
was nearly unhittable, striking out
six Huskies over six innings while
allowing just three hits and one
unearned run.
On the other side, Virginia got to
UConn’s starter Jimmy Wang early, as he let up three hits and two
runs in his 1.2 innings of work.
Junior transfer Austin Peterson
followed Wang with 3.2 innings of
one-run ball in his UConn debut.
The Cavaliers also scored one run
off Pat Gallagher in his 1.2 innings
of work. The only UConn pitcher with a clean line was freshman
Brendan O’Donnell in his college debut, who threw a scoreless
eighth inning.
None of these guys necessarily
pitched bad, but Virginia collected 11 hits and was able to string
enough together to score some
runs, which UConn was not able
to do. The UConn offense struck
out too much this weekend, at least
11 times in each game. The UVA
pitching staff was good, there’s no
doubt about that, but it’s hard to
have success when you’re not putting the ball in play. The Huskies
didn’t do enough of that this weekend, and as a result, they lost the
series.
The good news for UConn is
that it’s very early in the season, and despite not having a
great weekend, the team still got
a win over a nationally ranked
opponent. There’s a lot for these
guys to build off of next weekend
when they travel to Hattiesburg,
Miss. to play three games against
Southern Miss.

Women’s
Lacrosse:
Huskies
fall in
season
opener at
Hofstra
by Nicholas Hellinghausen
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT:
nicholas.hellinghausen@uconn.edu

UConn’s women’s lacrosse
team traveled to Hempstead,
N.Y. on Saturday to kick off
its season against the Hofstra
Pride. Hofstra entered the game
1-0 after squeaking out a 10-9
victory on the road against St.
Joseph’s earlier in the week.
Hofstra raced off to a 4-0 lead,
in large part to three goals from
senior Alyssa Parrella. After
the opening 10 minutes, UConn
began to get more comfortable
as seniors Stephanie Palmucci
and Sydney Watson brought the
score to 4-2. Hofstra took back
the momentum quickly, going
on a 4-1 run, bringing their lead
up to five. In the closing few
minutes of the first half, UConn
got goals from Lia LaPrise, Sam
McKenna and Watson, coming
within one goal of the Pride.
With 21 seconds to spare in the
first half, Hofstra’s Parella added another goal to her tally and
the score was 9-7 going into the
second half.
The first half saw the Pride
finish with a 13 to 11 advantage in
shots on goal. During the opening 30 minutes, each team had
four saves and seven turnovers.
UConn had the slight 11 to 10
edge in ground balls while Hofstra picked up one more draw
control.

UConn struck first
in the second half,
following an
unassisted LaPrise
goal, briefly
bringing the
Huskies within one
of the Pride.
UConn struck first in the second half, following an unassisted LaPrise goal, briefly bringing the Huskies within one of
the Pride. Hofstra completely
took control of the game from
this point on. The Pride scored
five unanswered goals from five
different players, leading to a
strong 14-8 Hofstra advantage.
After the scoring run from Hofstra, both teams didn’t find the
back of the net for almost nine
minutes. With 13:35 left to play,
LaPrise scored her second goal
of the half, UConn’s only two
goals of the half at that point
in time. UConn’s Kate Shaffer
scored the last goal of the game
with 3:33 left in the half, bringing the final score to 17-11 Hofstra.
UConn finished the game with
a 25-21 advantage in ground
balls, while Hofstra ended with a
20-10 edge in draw controls. The
Pride finished with five more
turnovers than the Huskies but
also produced five more shots on
goal. Hofstra’s Parrella was the
leading scorer of the matchup
putting up an incredible seven
goals and one assist. The Pride
also saw Alexa Mattera post
four points, with three goals and
one assist. Watson and LaPrise
led UConn in scoring with a hattrick apiece. The Huskies had
seven different players on the
scorecard in the loss to Hofstra.
The team will look to rebound
this Friday when they go on the
road to take on UMass Lowell.
This will be the season opener
for UMass Lowell, as both teams
will be hoping to collect their
first victory of the season.
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Men’s Basketball: Defense all the way
VILLANOVA, cont. from p. 1
Bouknight had a solid game,
scoring 21 points along with 10 rebounds, but most of that damage
was done early. He was held to
just seven points in the second half
on just 1-for-8 shooting from the
field. Hurley said Bouknight is still
working himself back into game
shape, and he really just got tired at
the end.
“James got off to a blistering start,
and [Villanova] didn’t change their
defensive principles,” Hurley said.
“His conditioning got him, and
then when he got tired, his decision making got away from him.”
Bouknight agreed that he got
tired, but he wouldn’t use it as an
excuse. He also said that he didn’t
think his cardio played a big factor, but rather he just got extremely
frustrated.
“I think I did a bad job with my
body language today, but that’s just
because I hold myself to such a high
standard,” Bouknight said. “When
things don’t go the way I want them
to, sometimes it’s hard for me to
hold it in.”
Aside from Bouknight, nobody
else could find more than sporadic
success on offense. R.J. Cole had
the next highest point total with
10, followed by Tyrese Martin with
nine. The Huskies just had nothing

Tyrese Martin
DAVID BUTLER II/USA TODAY

James Bouknight
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

to counter what the Wildcats were
able to bring defensively.
On offense, Collin Gillespie scored
20 points for the Wildcats on 8-for-15

shooting, including a couple of huge
3-pointers to put the game away
down the stretch. He was clearly
the best player on the court for most

of the game on Saturday. Jeremiah
Robinson-Earl added 17 points and
11 rebounds in a very impressive performance. But the Huskies actually

played really well on defense overall, holding a team that averages 78
points per game to only 68 points.
But since they only put up 60 points
themselves, it didn’t really matter.
“If we would have played better offensively, we would have had a really
good chance down the stretch to win
the game,” Hurley said.
The Huskies have four games left
in the regular season and probably
have to win all of them, plus a game
or two in the Big East Tournament
to secure a bid to March Madness.
They’re going to have to figure out
how to succeed offensively when the
opponent is doing a good job limiting Bouknight. More guys have to
be able to consistently make shots.
That’s what separates a top-10 team
like Villanova from a team like UConn, who is clearly not at that level
right now.
However, Hurley believes that they
will be able to get to that level soon.
“We’re confident,” Hurley said.
“We’ve got a chance to put something
together down the stretch here. We
don’t have a lot of time and we don’t
have much of a safety net. We’ve
got to win down the stretch here …
We’ll be better by the time the Big
East Tournament rolls around, and
hopefully we get to play [Villanova]
again.”
Next up for the Huskies is Georgetown on Tuesday at 9 p.m. in Washington D.C.

Women’s Basketball: Huskies sweep
series against Xavier in dominant fashion
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

In one of their most complete
games of the season, UConn looked
dominant from tip to finish against
the Musketeers. And on the back of
some stellar defense, as well as some
offensive firepower from new and
old faces, the Huskies (18-1, 15-0 Big
East) are leaving Cincinnati with
a convincing 83-32 victory. For ju-

nior captain Christyn Williams, it's
become clear that after an up-anddown start to the season, the team
is finally starting to hit their stride.
“I feel like this is a great spot that
we’re in,” Williams said. “Earlier
on in the season we had bumps in
the road dealing with COVID and
everything and it messed with us
mentally a little bit. But now that
we’ve gotten on a roll and played
consecutive games in a row, we’re
getting our flow. I feel like that’s

helping everybody play their role
and constantly getting better, so
we’re in a good spot.”
The first quarter was everything head coach Geno Auriemma
could’ve hoped for from his team.
UConn hit 60% of their shots and got
assists on 10 of their 12 first-quarter
buckets. The surprise of the first
was Olivia Nelson-Ododa, who
stuffed the stat sheet early, racking
up eight points, five rebounds and
four assists in just the first frame.

Junior captain Christyn Williams is blocking the ball from her opponent in one of last year’s games. After
sweeping Xavier this weekend, Williams stated that she feels like this is a great spot to be in after dealing
with COVID-19 and other problems the team faces. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UPCOMING GAMES

Women’s Lacrosse
Saturday

vs.
Men’s Basketball, Tuesday, 9 p.m.
Washington, D.C.

vs.

11

17

vs.
Women’s Volleyball; Thursday, 6 p.m.

Storrs, Ct

The other star of the second half
was Edwards. In her first time playing against Xavier back in mid-December, the freshman put up 11
points and six rebounds in 22 minutes of play. But in her second go
around, Edwards looked dominant
against a smaller Musketeers team,
totaling 16 points and a career-high
11 rebounds for her first double double of the season.
Being able to play either Edwards
and Nelson-Ododa alongside one
another or separately has been a
major contributor to the team’s
success thus far, and something
Auriemma said they haven’t had in
years past.
“It’s obviously a huge benefit to
have two post players that can both
play together [and complement
each other,” Auriemma said. “They
have different skill sets so it’s something that we didn’t have last year,
and you can see the difference that
it’s made.”
A name yet to be mentioned is
Paige Bueckers, who looked borderline human in this matchup. In her
30 minutes of play, the freshman
scored her second fewest points on
the season (11) and shot under 40%
from the field for just the second
time all year. She did rack up seven
assists to balance out her day, but
a slight ankle roll in the opening
quarter may have had something to
do with her discomfort.
Luckily for Bueckers and the
team, UConn gets to rest up a bit
before they head to Nebraska in
a rematch against Creighton on
Thursday, Feb. 25. But if that game
is anything like Saturday’s, the team
won’t have much to worry about as
the season nears a close.

Doug Bonjour

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

UCONN SCOREBOARD

The junior would play just seven
minutes in the second half and end
the game with an impressive 11/8/6
stat line.
On the defensive end, the Huskies let Nia Clark — Xavier’s leading scorer from the two teams’ first
meeting — score six points, but every other Musketeer was held scoreless, shooting a combined 0-10. This
was the second-consecutive and
sixth total game where UConn held
their opponent to under 10 points in
the opening quarter.
“I think we got to where we
weren’t really focusing on the score
and we were just having fun out
there as a team,” Aaliyah Edwards
said of their defensive effort. “Once
we got steals on defense and started moving off of that momentum
we were just playing together [and]
you could see our dynamic through
that, so it was really fun.”
The offense backed off a bit in the
following two quarters for most of
the Huskies, but Williams never
took her foot off the glass, scoring
16 of her game-high 22 points in
the second and third quarter. The
junior has seen a complete turnaround in her play this month, and
after starting the month scoring a
combined six points in her first two
games, has averaged just under 21
in her last three. Williams said she
has finally turned a corner mentally that has allowed her to go back to
putting up major points on a regular
basis.
“I’m in a good space mentally, I’ve
gotten my confidence back,” Williams said. “[There] was a lot going
on, but I’m a lot better and just trying to keep the momentum going
forward.”

@ianbethune_

Good luck to @UConnWSOC as they open
up their 2021 season. Wish I could be
there but I’ll be supporting the team
from home for now#UConn #ﬁndaway

TWEETS OF THE DAY

by Conner Gilson

@DougBonjour
Top-ranked UConn’s offense has ‘gotten
into a groove’ - and here’s why
Rhody Women’s Soccer

@rhodywsoc
FINAL
UConn 2, Rhode Island 0
Rams get a shot on the frame from
freshman Francesca D’Agostino in the
second.
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

