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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 11:05p.m. on Feb. 22

*positive test results

41

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

Cumulative
119 Cumulative
Residential Cases* 167 Commuter Cases* 178

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

Offensive vandalism found in biophysics building
by Naiela Suleiman
STAFF WRITER
naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

Anti-Semitic and anti-Black
vandalism found in the Biology/
Physics building was reported to
the University of Connecticut on
Friday.
The vandalism, which includes a swastika on the wall of
the men’s bathroom and an anti-Black racial slur was reported
through UConn’s InForm, Carl
Lejuez, Provost and Executive
Vice President for Academic Affairs said in an email to administrators.
UConn Police are investigating
this most recent incident according to the message from Lejuez.
“The graffiti has been removed
after the police were able to document it,” Lejuez said. “At this
time, the individual or individuals responsible have not been
identified. Although it is likely
the additional investigative leads
will be limited, should the individuals responsible be identified,
we will share that information.”
Matan Doron, sixth-semester
biological sciences and individualized double major, said many
people are unaware of the historical significance of the swastika
and how it can affect the people
it threatens.

(Left) Exterior view of the Biology/Physics Building (BPB) at UConn - Storrs campus on February
22, 2021. A swastika was found inside a men’s
bathroom in BPB last Friday. (Above) A screenshot of Carl Lejuez’s letter to administrators
describing the incident.
PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY
CAMPUS

“The UConn community has
been, by-and-large, supportive of
the Jewish community at UConn,”
Doron said. “The swastika in the
BPB building is not a representation of the larger UConn community. Going forward, UConn
needs to continue to expand this
environment to make sure that all
students, regardless of identity or
background, feel safe and celebrated on our campus.”
The administration must rees-

tablish that it will not tolerate the
vandalization of university property with symbols and slurs of hate,
Doron said.
“I believe this is more a case of ignorance than malicious intent. Last
semester’s events were targeted
specifically at Jewish students and
symbols, which is more concerning in my opinion,” Doron said. “I
think the administration just has
to reaffirm its commitment to celebrating and protecting the expres-

sion of UConn student cultures,
identities and stories. Ultimately,
we learn best when we understand
and can relate to each other’s stories.”
Maureen Armstrong, Associate
Dean of Students and Director of
the Dean of Students Office, has
reached out to the complainant of
the referral to offer individual support.
“The Bias Incident Protocol is
used to review and respond to re-

Men’s Basketball: Huskies to begin crucial
final stretch against Georgetown
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

Four games. That’s all that remains in the regular season for
the UConn men’s basketball team. And after failing to pick up
a statement win over Villanova on Saturday, there really is
no margin for error anymore if UConn wants to compete for the ultimate prize in college hoops.
The Huskies (10-6, 7-6 Big East) need to win
all four of their remaining games, plus probably at least one game in the Big East Tournament to secure a spot in the NCAA
Tournament, which has been the
goal for this team from the very beginning. That stretch has to begin
with a good showing against the
Georgetown Hoyas (7-10, 5-7 Big
East) on Tuesday night.
Despite being closer to the
bottom of the Big East standings, Georgetown has a
couple of key wins against
teams toward the top, so
this will not be an easy
game for the Huskies by
any means. The Hoyas beat
nationally ranked Creighton on the road a few weeks
ago, and they are coming
off a big win over Seton Hall
on Saturday.
“They found themselves,
and they’re playing with a
lot of confidence right now,”
head coach Dan Hurley said
on Monday night. “This is a
much different team than the
one that lost to Navy and the one
that struggled early in conference
play. It’s a really good team, good size,
and they all understand their roles.”

See MBB, p. 12
Connecticut’s James Bouknight, right,
dribbles past Villanova’s Collin Gillespie,
left, on Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021, in Villanova, Pa. The UConn Huskies will need a strong
showing in Tuesday night’s game against the
Georgetown Hoyas to be in the NCAA tournament.

ports and we are following that
for the referral received late last
week,” Armstrong said. “John
Armstrong, the UConn liaison to
the faith communities has reached
out to the leaders of Hillel and
Chabad to work to provide support
as needed.”
Students can find a summary
chart about this incident and all
other bias incident referrals on
the Dean of Students website. The
chart is updated every three weeks:
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Connecticut adjusts vaccine
rollout to age-based system
(AP) — A major change to Connecticut’s vaccination schedule was
announced Monday, with the state
continuing with a mostly age-based
system to make the rollout less complicated after seeing the challenges
other states have faced in vaccinating
essential workers and people with underlying health conditions.
“I’m going to focus on the old business motto ‘KISS,’ keep it simple, stupid, because I think a lot of complications were the results of states that
tried to finely slice the salami and it
got very complicated to administer,”
Gov. Ned Lamont said during a briefing with reporters. He said it became
particularly challenging to determine
which essential workers and which
underlying health conditions should
be included in the next group, which
was expected to be announced this
week.
Instead, Lamont said his administration decided to focus on the close
links between age and risk to contract
the disease, age and underlying health
conditions, and age and COVID-associated fatalities.
“Age is a key determinant in terms of
risk of fatalities, complications, hospitalizations — all the things we’re desperately trying to avoid,” said Lamont,
noting that 96% of the COVID-associated deaths in Connecticut involved
people over age 55.
Under the revised plan unveiled
Monday, anyone aged 55 to 64 will be
allowed to get a COVID-19 vaccine
beginning March 1. That group of
roughly 500,000 will be followed by
an estimated 400,000 people age 4554 on March 22; an estimated 400,000
people age 35-44 years on April 12; and
everyone else 34 years and younger on
May 3.
The only exception to the Democratic governor’s new rollout will be
for pre-K-12 school staff — including
teachers, bus drivers, custodial staff
and others — as well as professional childcare providers. That group,
which is estimated to include about
150,000 people, will be allowed to
get their shots in March at dedicated
clinics set up for them throughout
the month. No dates have been announced yet.
Lamont previously said he would
release details this week about which
essential workers and people with
underlying medical conditions could
soon begin signing up for vaccinations. Currently, only people ages 65
and older and medical workers are eligible. The previous group eligible for
the vaccine included people 75 years
and older.
However, Max Reiss, Lamont’s
spokesman, said it became clear over
the weekend, when preparing a list of
eligible medical conditions, that it was
difficult to prioritize some over others.
Also, those two broad groups of residents encompass more than 1 million
people, which Reiss said could lead

Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont receives his first dose of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine at The First Cathedral church Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021, in Bloomfield, Conn. Administering the vaccine is St. Francis Hospital registered nurse Patrice Marriott. Lamont recently announced clarified details of
the criteria for the next vaccination phase. PHOTO BY BRAD HORRIGAN/AP

to long waiting times and confusion
about eligibility.
While some residents praised the
decision on social media, others voiced
concern that younger people and essential workers with serious medical
conditions will have to wait longer.
“I’ve working on the frontlines serving my customers nearly every day

Anyone aged 55 to
64 will be allowed
to get a COVID-19
vaccine beginning
March 1.

since this started in March,” said Jason
Laviana of Torrington, a UFCW Local
371 supermarket employee, in a statement. “However, I have a pre-existing
condition that I was born with, and I
didn’t sign up to be exposed to a deadly
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virus at work. I was counting on this
vaccine.”
While she understands people are
disappointed, Dr. Deidre Gifford, the
acting Department of Public Health
commissioner, said the group with
underlying health conditions and essential workers was “getting so large”
that many people might have ended up
waiting longer for their vaccine potentially than they will now.
“So this actually just makes it very
clear for individuals in those categories. They can look at that calendar
and say, ‘OK, now I can see about
when I might be able to get vaccinated,” Gifford said.
Lamont also announced he is directing the Department of Public
Health to set numerical targets and
work with vaccine providers to ensure
it is administered to people living in
high-risk communities.
Connecticut has been praised by
both the Biden and Trump administrations for its rollout. According to
data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the state
ranked 5th in the nation on Feb. 21 for

the percentage of residents - 16.3% who’ve received at least one dose of the
vaccine.
In other coronavirus-related news:

LEARNING CHALLENGES
Connecticut high school students
learning exclusively at home during
the pandemic are in greater danger
of failing to advance to the next grade
than those who opted for a model that
includes at least some in-person learning, according to a report released
Monday by the non-profit educational
organization RISE.
The report found that 33% of high
school students in the nine urban districts it studied are in danger of not
progressing to the next grade, which
compares to about 15% in a non-pandemic year.
The report looked at more than
12,000 students in Hartford, East
Hartford, Manchester, Middletown,
Norwalk, Naugatuck, Meriden and
Stamford during the first 2 1/2 months
of the school year.
It found that about 37% of students
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in those districts opted to participate
exclusively in remote learning this fall.
Of those, just 54% were on track to be
promoted to the next grade after the
first quarter of the school year. That
compared to 74% of those who attended some in-person classes in a hybrid
model.
The study also found that female
students, students of color and special
education students were more likely to
enroll in remote instruction than other
students.
Among other things, the report
recommends increasing communication with students learning at home.
It cited programs such as “porch visits,” where educators in Middletown
spend time with students in person at
their homes, and provide extra educational sessions on Saturdays.
“You have to maximize time,” said
Matthew Ryan, the principal of East
Hartford high school. “You have to put
in place afternoon and evening sessions for kids, Saturday sessions for
kids and then you have to make sure
that your summer utilizes all of the
time necessary.”
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Protests swell after Myanmar
junta raises specter of force
YANGON, Myanmar (AP) —
Protesters gathered in Myanmar’s
biggest city on Monday despite the
ruling junta’s threat to use lethal
force against people who join a
general strike against the military’s
takeover three weeks ago.
More than 1,000 protesters gathered near the U.S. Embassy in Yangon despite barriers blocking the
way, but left to avoid a confrontation after 20 military trucks with
riot police arrived nearby. Protests
continued in other parts of the city,
including next to Sule Pagoda, a
traditional gathering point.
Factories, workplaces and shops
were shuttered across the country
Monday in response to the call for
a nationwide strike. The closings
extended to the capital, Naypyitaw.
The junta had warned against
a general strike in a public announcement Sunday night on state
television broadcaster MRTV.
“It is found that the protesters
have raised their incitement towards riot and anarchy mob on the
day of 22 February. Protesters are
now inciting the people, especially
emotional teenagers and youths,
to a confrontation path where they
will suffer the loss of life,” the onscreen text said in English, replicating the spoken announcement
in Burmese.
The junta’s statement also
blamed criminals for past protest
violence, with the result that “the
security force members had to fire
back.” Three protesters have been
fatally shot.
Trucks cruised the streets of
Yangon on Sunday night, blaring
similar warnings.
The protest movement, which

Anti-coup protesters raise their hands with clenched fists during a rally near the Mandalay Railway Station in Mandalay, Myanmar, Monday, Feb. 22, 2021. A call for a Monday general strike by demonstrators in
Myanmar protesting the military’s seizure of power has been met by the ruling junta with a thinly veiled
threat to use lethal force, raising the possibility of major clashes. AP PHOTO

seeks to restore power to the elected government of Aung San Suu
Kyi and have her and other leaders
released from detention, has embraced nonviolence.
The nationwide strike was
dubbed Five-Twos, for the five
number twos in the numeric form
of Monday’s date.
“I am joining the 22222 nationwide protest as a citizen of the
country. We must join the protest this time without fail,” said
42-year-old Zayar, who owns a bottled water business in the capital.

“So I’ve closed down my factory
and joined the demonstration.”
Zin Mi Mi Aung, a 27-year-old
saleswoman, also joined the strike.
“We don’t want to be governed
by the regime,” she said as people
marched and chanted behind her.
“We will fight against them until
we win.”
Thousands of people gathered
in the capital’s wide boulevards,
many on motorbikes to allow swift
movement in the event of any police action.
Reports and photos of protests

in at least a dozen cities and towns
were posted on social media.
Overhead views, some shot from
drones, showed massive crowds in
six cities appearing to number in
the tens of thousands.
There were pictures of a particularly colorful event in Taunggyi, the
capital of Shan State, where scores
of small red hot-air balloons were
set aloft. A bigger one was adorned
with a drawing of the three-finger
salute adopted by the anti-coup
movement. The city is famous for
its annual hot-air balloon festival.

In Pyinmana, a satellite town of
Naypyitaw, police chased people
through the streets to arrest them.
Reports on social media, including from worried family members,
said police had arrested 200 people or more, mostly young people,
and sent them to a military base.
If confirmed, it would be the biggest mass arrest since the protests
started.
The general strike was an extension of actions called by the Civil
Disobedience Movement, a loosely
organized group that has been encouraging civil servants and workers at state enterprises to walk off
their jobs. Many transport workers
and white collar workers have responded to the appeal.
On Saturday, a General Strike
Committee was formed by more
than two dozen groups to provide
a more formal structure for the resistance movement and launch a
“spring revolution.”
The ominous signs of potential
conflict drew attention outside
Myanmar, with the U.S. reiterating that it stood with the people of
Myanmar, also called Burma.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said on Twitter the U.S.
would take firm action “against
those who perpetrate violence
against the people of Burma as
they demand the restoration of
their democratically elected government.”
“We call on the military to stop
violence, release all those unjustly
detained, cease attacks on journalists and activists, and respect the
will of the people,” State Department spokesman Ned Price said on
Twitter.

Rules planned to save US tops 500,000 virus deaths,
right whales loom over matching the toll of 3 wars
lobster fishers
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) —
America’s lobster fishery is getting close to the date when it will
have to contend with new rules
designed to try to save a species of
whale from extinction.
The North Atlantic right whale
numbers only about 360, and scientists have said the animal’s small
population of breeding females
could spell doom for the species.
The National Marine Fisheries
Service is developing new rules to
reduce the possibility of entanglement in fishing gear, which can kill
the whales.
A court decision required the
fisheries service to finalize the
rules by May 31. The agency is on
track to produce the final rules
on time, said Jennifer Goebel, a
spokesperson.
The whale protection rules will
focus on lobster and crab fisheries in the Northeast by reducing
the number of vertical lines in the
water, the federal government has
said. It will also modify seasonal
restricted areas and make other
changes, the government has said.
The coming restrictions have
sparked a rancorous debate between environmentalists and
lobster fishermen over the proper way to save the whale. Lobster
fishing groups have said overly restrictive rules could put them out
of business.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association said the industry has a
“long history of conservation of
lobster resource and large whale
protections.”

Many environmentalists, meanwhile, have said the proposed
rules don’t go far enough.
“Ultimately the top line is we
don’t think it’s enough to save the
species,” said Michaela Morris,
oceans associate for Environment
America. “They are not going to
get us where we need to be if the
rule is finalized as written right
now.”
The fisheries service is accepting comments about the proposed
rules until March 1. It’s holding
public hearings about the proposed rules in New England, including one for southern Maine
on Feb. 23 and one for northern
Maine on Feb. 24.
The right whales were hunted to near extinction during the
commercial whaling era. They’re
also vulnerable to threats such as
collisions with large ships and the
warming of the ocean due to climate change.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has also
proposed a conservation framework for the whales, which is a
requirement of the Endangered
Species Act. Maine Gov. Janet
Mills, a Democrat, said in a letter
to the agency that she has “grave
concern” that the rules could be
devastating for the lobster fishery.
“If this comes to pass, it is not
only fishermen and their crew
who will be impacted, gear suppliers, trap builders, rope manufacturers – all these businesses face
a deeply uncertain future,” Mills
wrote.

(AP) — The COVID-19 death toll
in the U.S. topped 500,000 Monday,
a staggering number that all but
matches the number of Americans
killed in World War II, Korea and
Vietnam combined.
President Joe Biden held a sunset moment of silence and a candle-lighting ceremony at the White
House and ordered American flags
lowered at federal buildings for the
next five days.
“We have to resist becoming numb
to the sorrow,” Biden said. “We have
to resist viewing each life as a statistic or a blur.”
The half-million milestone, as recorded by Johns Hopkins University, comes as states redouble efforts
to get the coronavirus vaccine into
arms after last week’s winter weather closed clinics, slowed vaccine deliveries and forced tens of thousands
of people to miss their shots.
Despite the rollout of vaccines
since mid-December, a closely
watched model from the University
of Washington projects more than
589,000 dead by June 1.
The U.S. toll is by far the highest

reported in the world, accounting for
20 percent of the nearly 2.5 million
coronavirus deaths globally, though
the true numbers are thought to be
significantly greater, in part because
many cases were overlooked, especially early in the outbreak.
The first known deaths from the
virus in the U.S. were in early February 2020. It took four months to
reach the first 100,000 deaths. The
toll hit 200,000 in September and
300,000 in December, then took just
over a month to go from 300,000 to
400,000 and another month to climb
from 400,000 to 500,000.
The U.S. recorded an estimated 405,000 deaths in World War
II, 58,000 in the Vietnam War and
36,000 in the Korean War.
Average daily deaths and cases have plummeted in the past few
weeks. Virus deaths have fallen from
more than 4,000 reported on some
days in January to an average of fewer than 1,900 per day.
But experts warn that dangerous
variants could cause the trend to
reverse itself. And some experts say
not enough Americans have been

inoculated yet for the vaccine to be
making much of a difference.
Instead, the drop-off in deaths
and cases has been attributed to
the passing of the holidays; the cold
and bleak days of midwinter, when
many people stay home; and better
adherence to mask rules and social
distancing.
Dr. Ryan Stanton, an emergency
room physician in Lexington, Kentucky, who has treated scores of
COVID-19 patients, said he never
thought the U.S. deaths would be
so high.
“I was one of those early ones
that thought this may be something that may hit us for a couple
months ... I definitely thought we
would be done with it before we got
into the fall. And I definitely didn’t
see it heading off into 2021,” Stanton said.
Kristy Sourk, an intensive-care
nurse at Hutchinson Regional
Medical Center in Hutchinson,
Kansas, said she is encouraged by
the declining caseload and progress in vaccinating people, but “I
know we are so far from over.”
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In this file photo from April 6, 2020, gravediggers lower the casket of someone who died of coronavirus at
the Hebrew Free Burial Association’s cemetery in the Staten Island borough of New York. The U.S. death toll
from COVID-19 has topped 500,000. PHOTO BY DAVID GOLDMAN/AP
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Within Our Minds

The commonality and dangers of burnout

by Aastha Gupta
CONTRIBUTOR
aastha.gupta@uconn.edu

nize that it is not normal, can be
avoided and must be taken seriIn the age of the pandemously.
ic, as we sit in a room doing
The signs of burnout can be
classes on Zoom, a new virus
hard to pinpoint as its effects behas begun to spread: burnout.
gin in the mind before leaking
Burnout is not an uncommon
into one’s physique. Mental exterm; it is the word to describe
haustion can leave people feeling
those who have become oversapped of energy and fatigued.
whelmed by stressors and lose
This fatigue can then result in
motivation for something they
reduced productivity and further
once had a passion for. But the
negative feelcommonality of the phrase is
ings regarding
quite alarming, as it is used to
work or school.
describe overworked parents,
Stressors
in
twenty-somethings trying to
their environpay off student debt and now, of physicians ments can lead
to describe college students
to headaches
who feel disconnected from experience
and
further
life.
physical sympburnout
What is even more distresstoms. Indeed,
ing, however, is how this com- burnout is not listed as a diagmonality is accepted. With Mil- nosable psychological disorder,
lennials going to a job they hate but its effects are real and disto pay for an apartment that is tressing.
too small, many have simply acIts causes are heavily rooted in
cepted this as a mandatory step workplace habits that are often
for success, or even as the life disguised as normal: time presthey will live. Now, in this pan- sure and unmanageable workdemic, as the effects of burnout load. The commonality of the boss
begin to creep into the lives of all handing their assistant a stack of
even more it is integral to recog- binders or dropping a bombshell

40%

by announcing an unreasonable
deadline is not just something we
see in movies; it is something real
that feeds the flames of burnout.
The wage gap and lack of inclusivity in some workplace environments also feed the flames of
burnout as those who are treated
unfairly are 2.3 times more likely
to become burned out.
A cynic may deem it unimportant. Why should we care as long
as the individual keeps working? The effects of burnout are
not exclusive to an individual.
Its effects can spread to the people around them, in their homes
and their workplaces. One of the
most alarming rates of burnout is
in health professionals, where almost 40% of physicians, as shown
in a National Physician Burnout,
Depression, and Suicide Report,
faced the reality of burnout. Unsurprisingly, physicians also
work 60-to-80 hour weeks in a
high-stress environment.
But physicians are not the only
segment of the workforce whose
burnout rates can affect society.
The International Labor Organization states that compared to

most industrialized nations, U.S.
workers clock in the largest number of hours. And though most
industrialized nations have been
reducing work hours, working
hours in the U.S. have been increasing. Contrary
to common belief,
longer hours have
not resulted in increased productivity and instead have only contributed to
the effects of burnout. And no
matter the career, the effects
of burnout can lay heavy and
debilitate workers, greatly affecting the productivity of the
economy as a whole and therefore, affecting all of us. With the
example of physicians, burned
out health professionals simply
can’t do their jobs as well. Since
their work deals with the lives
of individuals, the consequences can be frightful.
Its causes show a clear way
we can combat burnout. The
burden does indeed lie on those
who run workplaces and places
of study. For one, as the battle
for equity continues, workplaces need to be proactive in creat-

ing an environment of inclusivity
for all races and genders. Workplaces need to think hard about
whether or not long hours truly
contribute to their productivity
or if they simply place too much
stress upon their
workers.
Asking questions that
needs to be
challenge
the ‘norms’
addressed
of
how
on a workAmericans
work and
place level
study
is
what will
truly help us unearth the casualties of burnout. We all must take
a hard look at how we do so instead of pushing workers into becoming mentally exhausted. This
way, we can fill job markets with
passionate workers who are productive and not overexerted. And
now, in the age of the pandemic
where stressors have increased
exponentially, it is even more
important that we search for
solutions to prevent the flames
of burnout from spreading any
further.

Burnout

This year’s municipal election will be one of
the most important in Stamford’s history
by Michael Hernandez
CONTRIBUTOR
michael.2.hernandez@uconn.edu

With the 2020 presidential election largely in the background,
Stamford residents are now focused
on a new and more consequential
election. This year, Stamford will
hold municipal elections to elect a
mayor and members of the Board of
Representatives. This year’s municipal election will feature a full ballot
that will include issues such as the
upcoming City Charter revision, urban development and the future of
Stamford’s public school infrastructure. Given these fundamental questions, the 2021 municipal election
will be one of the most important
elections in the city’s history and all
Stamford residents should participate.
This year’s municipal election
comes at the start of Stamford’s second decade of unstoppable growth.
In the past decade, the city has added over 10,000 new residents and
thousands of rental units and jobs to
accommodate them. In fact, investment in the city reached a record
$6 billion last year. This growth in
economic activity and population
has been mostly driven by a spillover effect from the overwhelmed
real estate market in New York City
as well as more recent trends triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Even though consistent growth has
kept Stamford more viable than any

Stamford’s economy and population have been growing consistently over the past two decades. Daily Campus
contributor Michael Hernandez argues that this year’s municipal election will be more important than most, in light
of Stamford’s recent success. PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

other city in Connecticut, not all
Stamford residents believe that the
city’s growth has been handled responsibly by Mayor David Martin’s
administration. As a result, Mayor
Martin will face a challenges from
members of his own party, including
State Representative Caroline Simmons. This means that in November, Stamford residents will be able
to choose between different candidates as they seek to answer fundamental questions such as how urban
development can be sustained and
how deteriorating city services such
as public education will stay on pace
to serve thousands of new residents.
The issues that will be on the ballot
this year are bigger than any candidate or political party, but nonethe-

less elected officials at the municipal
level make decisions on issues that
directly impact Stamford residents
such as property taxes, school budgets and city services. For example,
the mayor can make appointments
to important boards such as the
Zoning Board, which has jurisdiction and latitude to approve urban
development projects. The Board of
Representatives has checks on the
mayor’s power and is tasked with
overseeing school and city budgets
as well as voting on resolutions that
include a plethora of issues. More
importantly, the next Board of Representatives will form a commission
that will handle the City Charter revision process, which is the governing document for the city.

In recent years, there have been
disagreements between the mayor
and the Board of Representatives over
the scope of development in the city.
Many of these disagreements have
gone unnoticed by the public, or they
have been disregarded as isolated incidents. This was the case in the Harbor Point boating yard debate and the
controversial proposal to build two
apartment buildings on the former
B&S Carting site. However, Stamford
residents should pay more attention to
this discourse because it is indicative
of a deeper issue in city leadership: the
lack of a cohesive vision for the city.
The lack of a cohesive vision is not the
result of partisan politics but rather
the lack of tough conversations within
leadership and with the community at

large. There have been different neighborhood reports and public hearings,
but it is still unclear where the municipal government plans to take the city.
Stamford residents will be voting
in November to create a vision for
the city that addresses development,
school infrastructure, property taxes,
the City Charter and above all the direction of the city for the coming years.
In order to create a cohesive vision, all
Stamford residents eligible to vote
should participate in selecting the next
mayor and Board of Representatives.
Otherwise, an incohesive municipal
government chosen by a few voters
will create an incohesive city where
some residents enjoy the benefits of
development and other residents
struggle to stay.
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Important similarities between the
AIDS epidemic and COVID-19
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

COVID-19 has completely altered many aspects of “normal”
life. People have been expected
to make drastic changes in order to maintain their safety and
the health and wellbeing of their
family and friends.
With over 112 million cases
worldwide and nearly 2.5 million deaths, COVID-19 has left
government officials and health
experts overwhelmed by many
unknowns associated with the
disease. To understand the scale
and intensity of the coronavirus
pandemic, health experts have
begun to draw on similarities
from the AIDS epidemic, which
also had many unanswered
questions when it first entered
the scene during the 1980s.
“One of the most important
pieces to appreciate is just how
much you can learn from what
we experienced throughout the
HIV epidemic and what we are
experiencing now with COVID,”
Dr. Lisa Eaton, a human development and family sciences
professor, said. “There’s just so
many lessons to be learned.”
Eaton was one of four panelists who were invited to talk
during the Community Outreach
Dialogue event titled “Living
in Fear: The Juxtaposition of
the AIDS Epidemic and COVID

Pandemic.” Each panelist had a
unique background within academia and the medical field
that provided a wide lens into
the complexities of both diseases and offered their opinions
on how the AIDS epidemic and
COVID-19 share certain similarities.
According to the panelists, one
striking similarity between the
two was the policy neglect and
denial by the government.
“We also observed this really
strong lack of political guidance
as well,” Eaton said. “What we
have seen in terms of our political motivations going forward
are also what we observed in
some of the earliest days of the
HIV epidemic.”
President Reagan, who was
in office when the first case of
AIDS was confirmed, stayed silent and unresponsive on the
matter until years later. It wasn’t
until Rock Hudson, an American
actor and the first major celebrity to die of complications from
AIDS, that public awareness
heightened about the epidemic
and the Reagan administration
began to enter it into the national conversation, but by then it
was too late. There were already
many negative stereotypes associated with AIDS that led to a
lack of national discussion and
inadequate research funding.
Although the federal government eventually began taking

Dr. Lisa Eaton discussed the similarities between how the U.S. handled
the AIDS epidemic versus the COVID-19 pandemic Monday.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR.

steps to raise awareness, such as
creating World AIDS Day, AIDS
remains a public health crisis.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
in the United States alone, 15,820
adults and adolescents died of
HIV/AIDS in 2018, showing how
this epidemic continues to claim
the lives of many Americans.
As for COVID-19, President

AIDS epidemic

Trump was criticized during
the early days of the coronavirus pandemic due to his lack
of response and the spread of
misinformation throughout his
last year in the White House.
Trump was first briefed about
COVID-19 in late January 2020,
yet he continued to downplay the
severity of the illness and was
resistant to going into lockdown.

One distinct difference between
COVID-19 and the AIDS epidemic
is the timeline. AIDS has continued to have a relatively low ratio
of deaths compared to COVID-19,
whereas the United States has already surpassed 500,000 deaths
in just over a year since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic.
A major factor in both case
studies is the reliance on social behaviors to slow the rate of
transmission, which, Eaton said,
is hard to maintain over a long period because humans are not good
at maintaining sustained behavioral changes. This has been seen
in what is now being referred to
as “COVID-fatigue,” where individuals are becoming increasingly
wary of taking important precautions like wearing masks, socially
distancing and working remotely.
As the death toll and rate of
transmission of COVID-19 continues and the number of new AIDS
cases remains relatively steady,
panelists echoed the importance
of breaking down stereotypes associated with the diseases to ensure that people feel comfortable
seeking care.
“I think it’s important that we
normalize talking about these
things,” Sten Vermund, a pediatrician, infectious disease epidemiologist and professor of public
health at Yale University, said.
“There shouldn’t be a shame with
being HIV positive or getting a
positive COVID-19 test either.”

COVID-19 pandemic

POLICY NEGLECT AND DENN IAL BY THE GOVERNMENT

President Reagan, who was in office when the first case of
AIDS was confirmed, stayed silent and unresponsive on the
matter until years later.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PUBLIC DOMAIN ARCHIVE

President Trump was criticized during the early days of the
coronavirus pandemic due to his lack of response and the
spread of misinformation throughout his last year in the
White House.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

MAINTAINING SUSTAINED BEHAVIORAL CHANGES

Since the emergence of AIDS, safe sex awareness has
increased, medical examiners have increased PPE with AIDS
patients and needles are no longer reusable, among other
social changes.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

Sustained enforcement of masks, social distancing and
quarantining has caused “COVID-fatigue” across the U.S.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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Media discourse and Chinese identity
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by Amy Chen
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Shaoling Ma led the event “What Do Media Do? The ‘case’ of late Qing China,
1861-1906” Monday. Her research discussed during this event is based on her
upcoming book, “The Stone and the Wireless, Mediating China 1861-1906.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF DUKE UNIVERSITY PRESS

According to Shaoling Ma, technology advancement during the mid-19th century
to 20th century in China served as a symbol for institutional change.
PHOTO COURTESY OF YALE NUS COLLEGE
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UConn rapper JR SPECS to release
new single ‘GETCHA GEEKED’
by Brandon Barzola
ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR
brandon.barzola@uconn.edu

After the release of Young Thug’s
song “OUT WEST” in December 2019,
Josh Redmond, better known by his
stage name JR SPECS, was inspired
to record something with a similar
instrumental. Titled “OUT EAST” on
his laptop, Redmond produced the
song himself and later got it mixed and
mastered by a friend. The ﬁnal result
was “GETCHA GEEKED,” a braggadocious, bass-heavy and catchy drop.
Set to release on Wednesday, Feb.
24 on all platforms, Redmond said he
had been sitting on this song for a long
time because it didn’t ﬁt into the narrative themes of his last album, “‘99
DAAYDREAM.” Following “GETCHA GEEKED,” Redmond plans to
release a series of singles.
“The next few songs are all gonna be
fun tracks with a lot of bounce,” said
Redmond, an eighth-semester computer science major. “I kind of took a
break from that stuff to tell my story
on the last album, so it’s been [time] to
just cut loose and make jams again.”
Redmond mentioned that on
this track, he wanted to just “get my
rhymes off.” For the ﬁrst verse, he
said he wanted to construct a catchy,
drawn-out cadence and then write the
rest of the lyrics around that. In doing
so, Redmond has bars like “Said he got
game? Homie, I could get you rained
out / She want me to slay (sleigh),
homie, I could get you reindeer.”
“College has deﬁnitely been a journey of rediscovering my self-conﬁdence as well, so to drop something
bold like this as I get ready to graduate I think is really ﬁtting,” Redmond
said.
“GETCHA GEEKED” will also

have a music video coming soon,
which has been teased through some
of the promotional materials on his
Instagram @jrspecs. Speaking to the
apricot and juice themes associated
with the promotional images on social
media, Redmond said it’s a reference
to an interaction between two of his
friends.
“[It] was a sound bite of my friend
Sam telling us that he always thought
apricots were dried peaches, and my
other friend Wyatt arguing with him,”
Redmond said. “It was random but I
thought the timing worked well with
the song, so the original demo I exported [was] ‘GETCHA GEEKED
(APRICOTS).’ We shortened the title
for release but as an homage to how
the song came together we decided to
go with a visual theme of apricots and
fruit juice.”
Redmond said he’s been trying to
branch out and get more help from
friends when releasing his music, as
opposed to undertaking the entire
process of creating promotional materials by himself. Previously, he used to
make the graphics for his Instagram,
mix and master his songs and handle
blog submissions on his own. Now,
he has a group chat with other people who help bounce around ideas for
art direction and strategy as well as to
help produce visuals so he can focus
on the music itself.
“I feel like this is the ﬁrst time I’ve
been able to really present a song
properly, and that’s very much thanks
to Eric [Wang], Maggie [Chafouleas],
Jacob Stockman, Jakub Pirog and the
rest of my team,” Redmond said. “As
a senior who came here almost four
years ago hoping to make a name on
campus, it’s really satisfying to see
how far I and the rest of my creative
friends have come.”

GETCHA
GEEKED
UConn rapper
Josh Redmond,
better known
as JR SPECS, is
releasing “GETCHA
GEEKED,” a
braggadocious and
bass-heavy single,
Wednesday. PHOTO
BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS,
ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/
THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Family matters in ‘Children of Morta’
by Brandon Barzola
ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR
brandon.barzola@uconn.edu

“Children of Morta” is a story-driven action RPG roguelike that
sets itself apart from other games in
the genre with its strong narrative
and beautiful art style.
When an ancient evil awakens,
“Children of Morta” follows the
story of a family of heroes, the Bergsons, who take it upon themselves
to save the land they call home and
cleanse it of the encroaching corruption that threatens to claim everything they love.
Developed by Dead Mage and
published by 11 Bit Studios, the
game’s biggest strength is its storyline. Right from the start, the game
pulls you in with its fully-voiced
narration and introductions of the
many main characters. Being a
roguelike, it’s no surprise that dying
is part of the game, allowing you to
become increasingly stronger with
each failed run through the dungeon. The game has a steady plot
progression, regardless of whether
or not the player succeeds or fails
in clearing the current dungeon.
For example, upon returning to the
Bergsons’ home, you may be greeted with a cutscene that introduces
a new playable character or a brief
snippet into the everyday life of
someone in the family. While adventuring through the dungeon,
you may come across random encounters. Perhaps it’ll be a speciﬁc
character in need, like a wolf cub
who will later join the Bergsons, or
a wandering caravan whose wagon
broke down and needs wood to help
repair it.
“Children of Morta” layers its indepth story, something that is rare
in the roguelike genre, over medi-

ocre combat but overall satisfying
gameplay. The combat system is
as simple as mashing a button to
attack, and deciding whether to
backtrack to kite enemies or press
a button to dodge attacks. Aside
from lukewarm combat, the overall
gameplay is much more in-depth,
since each member of the family has
their own unique abilities, skills to
level into and play styles that force
players to adapt to each run. For
example John, the patriarch of the
family, is a melee warrior who can
block attacks from enemies with
his shield. His special ability allows
him to rain lightning down from
the sky unto his foes. On the other
hand, there’s Lucy, the youngest in
the family and the mage, who can
blast foes away with her ﬁre magic
and leave behind decoys to distract
enemies.
Keeping with the theme of family, leveling up characters to certain
points in their skill tree unlocks
special abilities that become available to all members of the family,
making them stronger and encouraging players to use different characters every run. Aside from this,
there’s also a fatigue mechanic that
decreases a family member’s starting stats and applies when they are
used to venture through the dungeon too many times in a row.
“Children of Morta” is a grindheavy game, given the nature of the
roguelike genre. This may turn off
players from playing it through to
the end, but it should keep you entertained for many hours on end,
making it worth its $22 value on
Steam. Although “Children of Morta” features some lackluster combat,
its impressive narrative and beautifully-animated pixel art elevate the
game to a whole new level, making
it a memorable entry into the genre.

Rating: 4/5

“Children of Morta” is a story-driven action RPG roguelike that sets itself apart from other games in
the genre with its strong narrative and beautiful art style.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DEAD MAGE INC.
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | Pitbull in plaid

Cooper, a pitbull mix puppy, walks around campus with his owner, student Izzy Raviv on Monday, Feb. 22, 2021. Cooper did not enjoy the cold, windy weather, even with his plaid coat
keeping him warm. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Sudoku

CARTOON BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

DYK?

Mona Lisa was stolen from
the Louvre in 1911, which
drew more visitors to see
the empty space than the
actual painting.
The full name of the famous Chuck
E. Cheese’s mouse is Charles Entertainment Cheese.
IN 2005, CONNECTICUT WAS
ACCIDENTALLY ISSUED AN
EMERGENCY ALERT TO EVACUATE THE ENTIRE STATE.
ONLY ABOUT 1% OF THE PEOPLE ACTUALLY TRIED TO
LEAVE.
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THE PSG REPORT: AS MONACO CAPTURES A SURPRISE 2-0 WIN
STORY, cont. from p. 10
The Monegasque club would
strike five minutes into the half
once again as center back Benoit
Badiashile’s low cross into the box
deflected off Kimpembe in the direction of Herrera. The Spaniard’s
poor attempt to clear the ball was
intercepted by Badiashile’s center
back partner, Guillermo Maripan,
who placed it into the bottom right
corner to beat Navas and give Monaco the 2-0 lead.
This early goal would truly affect Paris’s mentality for the rest
of the half, as the confidence they
had coming out of the break was
destroyed from the offset. Each
attack would be continuously stifled by the opposition’s defense, or
the squad as a whole would make
avoidable errors that stemmed
from its desperate urge to find the
breakthrough.
Whereas the insertions of Verratti and Rafinha Alcantara in the
51st minute were meant to give energy to a team in desperate need of
life, their impact was simply not
enough to change the momentum
of the match. They did create more
fluidity in the final third, but the
fullbacks’ service into the box was
simply not good enough to beat a
backline who had Mbappe, Icardi
and Kean in their back pockets the
entire night.
The final whistle blew, and the
principality club would take all
three points. Monaco became the
first team to do the double over PSG
since AS Nancy in 2011/12, according to French media outlets Stats
Du Foot and Get French Football
News.
Most importantly, Pochettino
has only picked up 19 points from

his first nine matches, the worst record for a Parisian manager under
Qatari ownership, according to Get
French Football News. In spite of its
victory against Barcelona, it seems
as if Paris have issues that lie under
the surface. The Catalan giants are
a shell of what they once were, and
one must question how impressive
a victory over such a dreadful side
truly is. As a result, if PSG does not
sort out its problems, they will most
definitely come back to haunt them
when they face better and more
talented squads in the Champions
League (of course, Paris first has to
hold off Barcelona in the second leg
of round of 16 bout).

“The first person
responsible is the
manager and I take
responsibility for
it. When you lose,
the first person
responsible is the
manager and I fully
assume it.”
MAURICIO POCHETTINO

Pochettino took full responsibility for the squad’s lackluster performance in the post-match press
conference: “The first person responsible is the manager and I take
responsibility for it. When you lose,
the first person responsible is the
manager and I fully assume it.”
There are two issues that face the
Argentine manager, with one more
easy to solve than the other. First,
we’ll start with the big concern,
and that is the fullbacks. Pochettino’s system relies on great fullbacks
due to the fact that he plays with
inverted wingers, which leaves lots

of space out wide to be filled up by,
in this case, Kurzawa and Florenzi. The harsh reality is that they
are simply not good enough; their
services into the box are subpar,
and they are greatly limited in the
attack.
Now, the second issue just comes
down to mentality. Of course,
changing the squad’s mindset can
also be a difficult task, but it is
much more feasible. On multiple
occasions this season, PSG has
switched off in crucial situations;
this was seen in both of Monaco’s
goals.
The first one saw Florenzi far
too high up the pitch, and Kurzawa
incorrectly take up Marquinhos'
man, which left Volland open at
the far post. Moreover, Gueye was
caught ball watching, and failed to
get back to Diop on time. Maripan’s
goal after the break saw Herrera try
to play out from his own box, despite being under a large amount of
pressure. This allowed the Chilean
to cut off his pass, and score Monaco’s second goal.
In short, the Parisian coaching
staff have a tall task on their hands.
They are not going to be able to bid
for other fullbacks until the Summer, which means they’ll have to
get the most out of Kurzawa and
Florenzi for the time being. Additionally, PSG must change its
mindset as a collective if they wish
to achieve domestic and European
glory.
Paris now sits third in the table, one point behind second place
Olympique Lyonnais and four
points back from LOSC Lille at the
top. They’ll have a shot to get back
to winning ways on Saturday, Feb.
27. when they travel to the Stade
Gaston Gerard to face last-place Dijon FCO.

Monaco’s Guillermo Maripan celebrates after he scores against PSG
during the French League One soccer match between Paris Saint
Germain and Monaco at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France,
Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021. PHOTO BY FRANCOIS MORI/AP

PADRES, FERNANDO TATIS JR.
SIGN 14-YEAR ‘STATUE CONTRACT’

In this photo from Oct. 1, 2020, San Diego Padres’ Fernando Tatis Jr.
tosses his bat after hitting a two-run home run during Game 2 of the
team’s National League wild-card baseball series against the St. Louis
Cardinals in San Diego. The electrifying shortstop and the Padres have
agreed to a $340 million, 14-year deal. PHOTO BY GREGORY BULL/AP

SAN DIEGO (AP) — In discussing options for a long-term deal
with electrifying young shortstop
Fernando Tatis Jr., the San Diego
Padres brought up the concept of “a
statue contract.”
As in, if the kid is as good as Hall
of Famers Tony Gwynn and Trevor Hoffman were, maybe in 15 or
20 years there will be a statue of
“El Niño" alongside those Padres
greats in a grassy area just beyond
Petco Park.
The options were year-to-year, a
multi-year deal that bought out a
year or two of Tatis' free agency or
a contract in which Tatis was with
the Padres for likely the rest of his
career.
“In typical Tati fashion, his only
real comment was, ‘Why not my
whole career?’" general manager
A.J. Preller said Monday in announcing the two sides had finalized Tatis' $340 million, 14-year
contract, the longest in baseball
history.
“He wanted to be one of those
very unique players that plays his
career in one spot,” Preller said.
"He loves the franchise, he loves the
city, he loves his teammates and he
talked a lot about really wanting to
get on the path of that statue con-

tract."
Said Tatis: “I want the statue on
one team. I want to be able to stay
on one team and build my legacy
over here in San Diego.”
If Tatis and the Padres are correct, the big decision will be which
version of “El Niño” the statue
shows: the one one making slick
plays at shortstop, the one with a
“Matrix” type move to avoid being
tagged out at first base or the one
with the epic bat flip after homering for the second time in a playoff
game?
“I'm going to put those numbers
first and then we can discuss it,"
Tatis said with a laugh during a videoconference from spring training
in Peoria, Arizona. "I don't know.
Maybe we can have three statues
in different ways. We will see what
happens.”
Tatis, 22, had been eligible for
salary arbitration after this season
and for free agency after the 2024
season.
A son of former big league infielder Fernando Tatis, he has played in
only 143 games during two seasons,
including the pandemic-shortened
2020 season, yet has quickly become one of the faces of baseball.
He stands out because of his

flair, easy smile, blond dreadlocks
flowing from under his cap and his
dance moves in the dugout after
hitting home runs.
Most importantly to the Padres,
Tatis has made baseball fun again
in San Diego after years of futility.
He helped San Diego end a 13-year
playoff drought in 2020 and win
a wild-card series against the St.
Louis Cardinals before the Padres
were swept by the rival Los Angeles
Dodgers in the NL Division Series.
“I’m just the same kid on the field.
Nothing’s going to change,” he said.
“I’m playing the game I love. And
I feel when you do the things with
passion and with love, I feel like it’s
going to reward you. And I feel like
when people ask me how I’m going
to play this game, I’m just going to
be the same kid every single time.”
Tatis has dared to challenge oldschool norms. After hitting his
second home run in an 11-9 win
in Game 2 of the wild-card series
against the Cardinals, he unleashed
an emphatic bat flip. A photo of Tatis in that moment is on the cover of
the video game MLB The Show ’21.
In August, Tatis caused a stir
when he hit a grand slam on a 3-0
count with the Padres leading the
Texas Rangers by seven runs.

Ronaldo scores 2 as Juventus beats Crotone 3-0 in Serie A
TURIN, Italy (AP) — Cristiano
Ronaldo scored twice as Juventus
got back to winning ways by beating bottom club Crotone 3-0 in Serie A on Monday.
Ronaldo could even have had a
hat trick in the first half.
Weston Mckennie sealed the result after the break.
Juventus moved up to third on
the table, eight points behind Serie A leader Inter Milan, having
played a match less.
It was Crotone’s fifth successive
defeat and left it eight points from
safety.
Juventus was looking for a big
win after a disappointing week.
The Bianconeri lost at Porto 2-1
in the first leg of the round of
16 of the Champions League on
Wednesday, days after losing at
Napoli 1-0 in Serie A.

Ronaldo hadn’t scored for
Juventus since the start of the
month. He came close on a couple of occasions before breaking
the deadlock in the 38th minute
when he headed in an Alex Sandro cross.
Ronaldo doubled his tally in
first-half stoppage time with another impressive header, this time
from an Aaron Ramsey cross.
The
36-year-old
Ronaldo
should have had a hat trick moments later but he fired Ramsey’s
pass narrowly wide of the right
post.
Crotone never looked like getting back into the match and Juventus wrapped up the win in the
66th when a corner eventually
came through to McKennie and
he controlled it on his chest before firing into the back of the net.

Juventus’ Cristiano Ronaldo, left, celebrates after scoring during the Serie A soccer match between
Juventus and Crotone at the Allianz Stadium in Turin, Italy, Monday, Feb. 22, 2021.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MARCO ALPOZZI/AP
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Throwback Photo of the Day | AAC Tournament highlight

The entire Mohegan Sun Arena stared in anticipation on March 7, 2020 for Christyn Williams’ 3-pointer to drain the basket. The Huskies took their first win in the AAC Tournament
playing in the quarterfinals against Temple University. The final score of the game was 94-61, with Aubrey Griffin (44) scoring 15 points and 16 rebounds. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO
EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Djokovic and Osaka add to their grand slam tallies
by Nicholas Hellinghausen
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.hellinghausen@uconn.edu

Novak Djokovic and Naomi Osaka continued to build on their legacies with victories at this year’s
Australian Open. Both players displayed great athleticism and tenacity en route to the championship.
They each faced adversity midway
through the tournament but neither let anything get in their way of
coming out on top.
Osaka had a 2-1 head-to-head
edge against Jennifer Brady, with
Brady’s lone victory coming more
than six years ago when both players were ranked outside the top
100. The two faced off in a thrilling U.S. Open semifinal this past
September. Osaka was able to pull
through with 7-6, 3-6, 6-3 in what
was one of the most entertaining
matches of the tournament. The
Australian Open final marked Osaka’s fourth grand slam final, while
it was the first grand slam final appearance for Brady.
Both Brady and Osaka came out
of the gates swinging. They pounded well-placed serves and each
held in their opening service game.
Each woman tried to end the point
early, setting up blistering groundstrokes off of their serves. The first
break of serve went to Osaka when
Brady played a loose service game
and got broken at love. The American didn’t panic, she matched Osaka’s immense power in the baseline
rallies and broke right back. Brady
followed the break of serve with a
love hold to draw the match level at
three games all.
Both players continued to go for
the lines and kept the rallies fairly short. Osaka had a break point
opportunity during Brady's fourth
service game, but the American
squeezed out of the set, tying the
match once again at 4-4. The 22nd
seed had a chance to break Osaka
in the following game and serve
for the first set, but Osaka fended
off the opportunity and held serve.
Brady looked to be cruising at 40-15
in her fifth service game, but Osaka
took advantage of a few unforced
errors by the American to steal the
game and first set 6-4.
In the opening set, Brady struck
10 winners and 18 unforced errors,
while Osaka fired eight winners
and 15 unforced errors. The first set
was incredibly close, but the Osaka’s experience allowed her to stay
calm and lift the game during the
final stages of the set.
The third seed carried her
momentum from the end of
the first set into the second
set. She began to dictate
play more and put Brady’s
serve under a ton of pres-

sure. Brady’s level of
play dropped significantly in the
second set, as
her groundstrokes
began
missing
the court more
frequently. Osaka
jumped out to a 4-0
lead in the second set
and was well on her
way to her fourth grand
slam title. Brady was able
to get one of the two breaks
back and followed it with a hold of
serve to bring the score to 4-2 in favor of Osaka. Serving at 5-3, Osaka
emphatically held serve at love to
clinch her fourth grand slam title.
With the victory, Osaka bumped
up to No. 2 in the world. The title

“Both players
displayed great
athleticism
and tenacity
en route to the
championship.”

moved her to third among active women’s players in
grand

slam
singles
triumphs; with four she only trails
Serena Williams (23) and Venus
Williams (7). Osaka’s victory also
marked the eighth time in WTA
history that a player has won a
grand slam from match points
down; she saved two match points
in her fourth-round match against
Garbine Muguruza.
Heading into the men’s final,
Djokovic held a slight 4-3 headto-head advantage over Daniil
Medvedev, including a 3-1 edge on
outdoor hardcourts. To make
his ninth Australian Open final, Djokovic had to survive
an injury scare. During the

third set of his third-round match
against American Taylor Fritz, the
world’s best player slipped and suffered an abdominal tear. Djokovic
could not put as much on his serve
and was clearly in pain throughout
the rallies. The top seed dropped
the third and fourth sets, but he
was able to dominate the fifth set
and advance to the second week.
Djokovic fought through his injury during the few rounds and said
he was feeling significantly better
ahead of the final.
The first set of the men’s final
was extremely tight. Djokovic
jumped out to a 3-0 lead, but Medvedev quickly tied things at three
games all. Both men were putting
in tons of first serves and were
winning a large majority of their
first-serve points. Each player held
serve easily until the very end of
the set. With Medvedev serving at
5-6, Djokovic darted out to a 0-40
lead and took the first set 7-5 after
converting his third break point
of the game. In the highly competitive first set, Djokovic struck 12
winners and committed seven unforced errors, while Medvedev hit
the same amount of winners and
committed two more unforced errors than Djokovic.
Medvedev broke Djokovic’s
serve to start the second set, but
that was his the only promising
aspect of the second set. After the
opening game, Djokovic began to
run the No. 4 seed all over the court
and took control of the match. Even
on his usually reliable backhand,
Medvedev was struggling to find
the court with his groundstrokes.
After 36 minutes, Djokovic took
the second set 6-2 and was a set
away from his 18th major title.
Medvedev fell behind 3-0 to start
the third set and never
recovered. Djokovic
continued to serve
well and pounce
on the Russian’s
second
serve.
Medvedev gifted Djokovic 13
unforced errors
in the third set and
had no answers for his
extraordinary play. After almost
two hours on the court, Djokovic
wrapped up his ninth Australian
Open crown with a 7-5, 6-2, 6-2 victory.
Djokovic’s victory marked his
18th major championship and
brought him closer to Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer’s record of
20 grand slam singles titles. The
Serbian remains undefeated in
Australian Open finals and has
cemented a strong grip on the No.
1 ranking. Djokovic will look to
come within one grand slam title
of his rivals when the French Open
kicks off this May.
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College basketball: Big East baller update No. 8
BIG EAST, cont. from p. 12
The Pirates, meanwhile, had
no answers on their side for the
3-point barrage and had to rely
on too many field goals in general. Soon may the Hoyaman come
to bring some pain, upsets and
dunks. On a day when the season
seemed lost, they found a way to
win.
DEPAUL VS. ST. JOHN’S (FEB.
20): TO THE SPOILER GOES THE
WINNINGS
The Johnnies are desperate to
make March Madness after a slow
start and hot middle part, but
they just cannot do what they did
against the Blue Demons if they
want to have any chance of qualifying. DePaul came out of the gate
stronger in the first half, leading
by as much as 10 in a game that
could have easily been a blowout
(which St. John’s could not afford).
St. John’s was able to fight back,
though, and they entered the half
only down by one point after allowing David Jones to score a
bucket with seven seconds left.

St. John’s Red Storm forward Julian Champagnie (2) is greeted by his teammates as he is introduced during
the starting lineups prior to the game against the DePaul Blue Demons at Carnesecca Arena on Feb. 20, 2021
in Queens, New York. PHOTO BY WENDELL CRUZ/USA TODAY SPORTS

In the second half, DePaul expanded its lead to as much as 12,
keeping St. John’s scorching offense
quiet for close to four minutes. The
Blue Demons were up by as much as
15 midway through the second half,
but they allowed the Red Storm to
storm back, cutting the lead down

to as little as five with less than two
minutes to go. From there on out
though, free throws made the difference as St. John’s kept fouling,
despite DePaul wanting the game
to conclude so they could win another conference game. In the last
30 seconds alone, there were five

free throws, two layups and a dunk
made. The efforts of the Red Storm
came up short though, and DePaul
left New York with an 88-83 win.
This was the game for Oscar Lopez, as he got into double figures,
but it was Moore who stormed
back with a vengeance and scored

24 points off the bench. DePaul
also got assistance from Darious
Hall and Ray Salnave, both of
whom had 11 points each. Julian
Champagnie put on a show as well
with 29 points and was accompanied by the 16-point performance
of Isaih Moore and 13-point sensation from Dylan Addae-Wusu.
The Blue Demons were just better, making 63% of all shots, one
out of every two 3-point shots and
out-rebounding the Red Storm 3933. The Red Storm, meanwhile,
was limited to under 40% shooting
overall, including a mere 36.4%
from the arc. No one is safe from
the wrath that the Blue Demons
could release onto the Big East.
Like the race for the divisional
crown, it should be a wild finish
as teams will make that last push
necessary to not only get a sweet
spot in the conference tournament
but also find a way into March
Madness. As the days to the conference championship near, what
will the UConn Huskies do to
make sure they do not have to play
until the second round? Only time
will tell.

Big East Women’s Basketball: Huskies stay
winning, Bluejays escape the Demons
WBB, cont. from p. 12

Xavier’s forward A’Riana Gray (21) blocks a shot by DePaul’s Dee
Bekelja during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game on
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021, in Chicago. PHOTO BY SHAFKAT ANOWAR/AP

Monday, Feb. 15 saw DePaul defeat Seton Hall 82-76. Guard Dee
Bekelja put up 22 points to lead the
Demons to victory. Moreover, the
squad defeated the Musketeers on
Wednesday, Feb. 17. Hall put up 25
points, six assists, four rebounds,
and five steals in an outstanding
performance on both sides of the
court.
Whereas the Demons are ruminating on their upset loss to the
Bluejays, the Seton Hall Pirates
(11-6, 9-5 Big East) will be proud
of what they were able to accomplish. They started the week off by
defeating the Georgetown Hoyas
on Thursday, Feb. 18 in a gripping
overtime contest. The Pirates were
led to victory by exceptional point
guard Lauren Park-Lane, who
put up 32 points and four assists,
while fellow guard Andra Espinoza-Hunterput put up 26 points to
push the team across the line.
Saturday was more of the same
from the Pirates, as they defeated
the Providence Friars 67-55. Guard
Desiree Elmore, with her double-double paving the way to victory, scored 23 points and grabbed
12 boards.
Now, St. John’s (7-12, 4-10 Big
East) was able to bounce back from
an enormous loss. Of course, they
fell to UConn 77-32, and the leading scorer for the Red Storm, guard
Unique Brown, only put up seven
points and four assists. However,
on Sunday, Feb. 21, they were able
to bounce back and beat the Friars
65-47; Drake led the team with 17

points, followed by guard Leilani
Correa’s double-double, finishing
with 15 points and 10 rebounds.
One team that was not able to
bounce back from any of its defeats were the Georgetown Hoyas
(1-13, 1-13 Big East), who lost on
Monday, Feb. 15, Thursday, Feb. 18
and Sunday, Feb. 21.
Monday’s loss saw the Hoyas fall
to the Bluejays 42-41, with guard
Milan Bolden-Morris leading the
team with 17 points and three rebounds. The Hoyas fought with
everything against the Pirates on
Thursday but were unable to get
the win. Forward Graceann Bennett scored 17 points and eight rebounds, alongside fellow forward
Jillian Archer’s 16 points and seven rebounds.
Finally, Georgetown fell to Villanova 64-56 on Sunday. Bennett
once again led the team in scoring,
putting up 13 on the night.
The Villanova Wildcats (13-4, 8-4
Big East) were able to snatch two
wins out of the three games they
played. The Wildcats defeated the
Bulldogs on Tuesday, Feb. 16 9874; they were led by forward Maddy Siegrist, who put up 24 points
and six rebounds. Furthermore,
fellow forwards Brianna Herlihy
and Sarah Mortensen each had 16
points.
However, the Wildcats fell three
days later, losing 65-57 to the Marquette Golden Eagles on Friday,
Feb. 19. Siegrist had a double-double in the losing effort, finishing
with 18 points and 11 rebounds.
Villanova would bounce back
on Sunday, Feb. 21 by defeating
Georgetown 64-56. Siegrist led the

team with another double-double,
finishing with 31 points and 16 rebounds.
Now, we’ll talk about Xavier (47, 1-6 Big East). The Musketeers,
who fell to the Demon Deacons on
Wednesday. Despite this, Guard
Kae Satterfield did have a solid
performance, leading the team
with 16 points. Xavier fell on Saturday, Feb. 20, as they were pummeled by the Huskies. Forward
A’riana Gray put up five points and
four rebounds in the losing effort.
The Providence Friars (6-11,
4-8 Big East) had a disappointing
week as well, as they first fell to Seton Hall 67-55. The Friars leading
scorer was forward Alyssa Geary,
who put up 17 points along with
eight rebounds. On Sunday, Feb.
21, a day after their first defeat,
they fell again, this time to the Red
Storm by a 65-47 score. Geary once
again led the team with 13 points
and three assists in the leading effort.
Marquette (15-4, 12-3 Big East)
may call themselves the Golden
Eagles, but they certainly did not
have a golden week, as they fell to
Villanova 65-57 on Friday, Feb. 19.
Guard Selena Lott led the squad
in points with 22, along with 11 rebounds. Moreover, forward Lauren Van Kleunen was the second
leading scorer with 15 points.
Last, but certainly not least, the
Butler Bulldogs (1-15, 1-14 Big East)
only had one game last week, but
they were unable to defeat a fiery
Villanova squad. Guard Okako
Adika led her squad in its 98-74
loss, putting up 19 points alongside
five rebounds.

THE PSG REPORT: AS MONACO BRING THE PARISIANS BACK TO EARTH
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
STAFF WRITER
Sebastian.Garay-Ortega@uconn.edu

Paris Saint-Germain suffered a
surprise 2-0 defeat to AS Monaco
at the Parc Des Princes on Sunday, Feb. 21, less than a week after
thrashing Spanish giant FC Barcelona in the UEFA Champions
League.
“Les Monegasques” dominated the Parisian sophisticants from
the start, with an almost inhumane
press throughout the entirety of the
match that did not let PSG get comfortable with possession.
Mauricio Pochettino’s men lined
up with practically the exact same
lineup they put out against the Catalans. Keylor Navas was in goal,
Layvin Kurzawa and Alessandro
Florenzi made up the fullbacks and
the center half partnership of Presenal, Kimpembe and Marquinhos
captained the backline. The sole
change came in the middle of the

park, as midfielder Ander Herrera
replaced fellow midfielder Marco
Verratti. Idrissa Gana Gueye and
Leandro Paredes played just in front
of the Spaniard, and the front three
was made up of Kylian Mbappe and
Moise Kean on the wings, with Mauro Icardi as the sole forward.
Paris knew it was going up against
a different Monaco team under first
year head coach Niko Kovac, who
has revitalized a club that were
nearly relegated to Ligue 2 in 2019.
Moreover, Kovac’s men defeated
PSG in November of 2020, coming
back from 2-0 down to snatch a 3-2
victory at the death.
This time, however, it would be
Monaco who struck first. Five minutes into the contest, center attacking midfielder Kevin Volland found
right wing-back Ruben Aguilar at
the far post, who played it across
his body to an open Sofiane Diop
with the attacking midfielder simply heading it into the net to put the
wealthy microstate up 1-0.

From then on, Paris consistently tried but failed to break down
Monaco’s staunch defensive setup, as all of Kovac’s men remained
tactically disciplined. Most importantly, Monaco did not let the
opposition breathe on the ball, as
they frequently pressed the Parisian players and double or triple
teamed best attacking player in
Mbappe.
PSG went into the dressing
room frustrated, while Monaco
were more than content with its
first half performance.
Despite the chance to regroup
at the half, Pochettino’s attempt
to motivate a team who was getting absolutely dominated fell on
deaf ears. The second half began,
and Monaco was once again a
step ahead of the Parisians, as if
it wanted it more than a team who
was clearly still on cloud nine after
destruction of Barcelona.

See PSG REPORT, p. 9

PSG’s Moise Kean, left, challenges for the ball with Monaco’s Guillermo
Maripan during the French League One soccer match between Paris
Saint Germain and Monaco, at the Parc des Princes stadium, in Paris,
France, Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021. PHOTO BY FRANCOIS MORI/AP
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Men’s
Basketball:

Huskies to begin
crucial final stretch
against Georgetown
MBB, cont. from p. 1
Led by basketball hall of
famer Patrick Ewing in his
fourth season as head coach,
Georgetown is in a rebuilding
phase. The team is looking to
reestablish itself as a top Big
East program and match the
success it had in previous decades. They aren’t there yet,
but this season, they’ve shown
flashes that they’re getting
close. Ewing’s culture is starting to manifest itself in how
they play.
“It’s not surprising how
they’re playing or how they’re
shaped,” Hurley said. “They’re
really well-coached when you
watch them on film.”
The Hoyas are a balanced
scoring team, and they’ve had
the most success when all
their top players get involved.
Senior guard Jahvon Blair
leads the team with 16.2 points
per game, but even when he
has an off game like he did
against Seton Hall, there are
still five other guys that can
score in the double digits. The
two big men Jamorko Pickett
and Qudus Wahab each average over 11 points and eight rebounds per game, and Pickett
also happens to be the team’s
best 3-point shooter percentage-wise (39%). Chudier Bile,
Dante Harris and Donald Carey round out the main rotation for Georgetown, and any
one of those guys can have a
big night. Or, as was the case
against Seton Hall, all of them
can.
Hurley said Blair will be
a really tough matchup for
James Bouknight defensively, and he said that Pickett is
“playing like a guy who has
NBA type of potential down
the road.”

by Cole Stefan

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

If this weekend has taught us
anything, it’s that there is a lot happening outside of the Big East that
is making conferences such as the
Big Ten and Big Twelve look scarily
good. I would put down No. 3 Michigan beating No. 4 Ohio St. as an
honorable mention by default, but
this is the Big East, and there are
still some dangerous teams in this
conference.
Some teams are making late-season surges while others are trying
to secure spots in the tournament,
also known as March Madness.
There is a lot on the line and only
time will tell who and how many
teams in the Big East will be represented.

For the Huskies, the
focus has to be on playing
really good defense, which
for the most part, they always
do. Then on the offensive end,
they have to let Bouknight do
his thing, but the other guys
have to get involved and hit
shots when they’re open. R.J.
Cole, Tyrese Martin and Isaiah Whaley are all crucial to
this team’s success because if
those guys can provide even a
moderately consistent scoring
threat, it opens up the floor
even more for Bouknight.
“I think overall as a group,
we’ve got to take a better approach to offense,” Hurley
said. “I think we got caught
[against Villanova] standing
around and watching James
too much. James is going to
find his offense in the flow of
how we play. He doesn’t have
to hunt it, and we don’t have to
stand around and watch him.”

PLAYER OF THE WEEK:
Charlie Moore - DePaul
ROOKIE OF THE WEEK:
Colby Jones – Xavier
DEPAUL VS. SETON HALL (FEB.
16): METROPOLITAN COMPETITION
On paper, this was an absolute
blowout as Seton Hall has the better talent, but DePaul put up a serious fight in this contest. The Blue
Demons got off to a hot start early,
taking a four-point lead entering
the first half before going back and
forth with the Pirates for most of
the second half. Seton Hall took
the lead on a free throw by Sandro
Mamukelashvili and never look
back. To be fair, it was a three-point
game with one minute left, but the
Blue Demons could not capitalize on anything and ultimately let
the Pirates seal the game on free
throws, allowing them to win 6052.
DePaul had a chance to pick up
its second conference win, but despite failing to do so, had some
solid performances all around.
Even without their top two scorers,
Pauly Paulicap was able to secure a
double-double with 15 points and 10
rebounds. Accompanying him was
Kobe Elvis, who added 13 points but
picked up nine turnovers. As for
Seton Hall, Mamukelashvili picked
up 25 points and 11 rebounds for a
double-double, while getting support from Jared Rhoden’s 17 and
Myles Cale’s 11-point performances.
DePaul played some serious defensive hardball, nabbing 45 rebounds

“They found
themselves, and
they’re playing with
a lot of confidence
right now.”
HEAD COACH DAN HURLEY

We’ve only seen brief flashes of how good this UConn
team can be when everyone’s
healthy, but we will need to
see that for an extended period
down the stretch this season
if the Huskies want to keep
playing basketball into midMarch.
Tuesday’s game will tip off
at 9 p.m. from McDonough
Arena in Washington D.C. The
game can be seen on FS1.

PHOTO BY MATT SLOCUM/AP

and forcing 20 total turnovers. Despite both teams shooting 37% overall, Seton Hall offensively outplayed
DePaul everywhere else, landing
30.8% of all 3-point shots compared
to DePaul’s 27.3%.
Powerhouse teams that have yet
to play DePaul should be wary because no game is a guarantee, especially with DePaul trying to end its
season strong.
SETON HALL VS. GEORGETOWN
(FEB. 20): THE SEA SHANTY OF
THE HOYAMAN
There once was a pirate down
in D.C., the name of which was Seton Hall. Georgetown fought hard,
points were scored, but blow thy
big leads, blow. Again, this was an
on-paper victory for the Pirates,
but that did not get written into fate
at McDonagh Arena. In the first
half, Georgetown got out in front
first, leading by as much as 12 early on after breaking away from a
series of deadlocks. It was a threepoint game at the half and still anyone’s for the taking.
The Pirates got off to a solid start
in the second half, but the Hoyas
managed to take back the lead after
trying to catch up to them initially. From there, it was Georgetown
holding onto the lead, which included some spectacular four-point
plays, while Seton Hall tried to fight
back. The key turning point of the
game occurred when Takal Molson
tried to pass the ball to Mamukelashvili, only for it to be ruled outof-bounds. Only problem, he never
went out of bounds, and it should
have been Pirates’ ball, as the play
was still alive. Instead, Georgetown
got the ball back and won by a score
of 81-75.
The Pirates’ efforts were not to
be in vain. Mamukelashvili had a
22-point day while Shavar Reynolds backed him up with 13 points
of his own. The Hoyas were balanced though, as they had five guys
(four starters) in double figures.
Jamarko Pickett led the way with
20 points and Qudus Wahab had
a double-double of 11 points and 11
rebounds. The Pirates just let the
Hoyas have a field day offensively,
allowing 50% of shots to connect
in the game and letting the Hoyas
shoot 62.5% from 3-point range.

See BIG EAST, p. 11

Around the Big East Women’s Basketball:
Bluejays defy the Demon’s grip, shock DePaul
Another week of Big East basketball has passed, and the conference
continues to prove why it is the
most competitive and entertaining
conference in collegiate basketball.
There were upsets, blowouts and
games that went down to the wire.
Let’s review what happened.
We’ll begin with the No. 1 UConn Huskies (18-1, 15-0 Big East),
who demolished the St. John’s Red
Storm 77-32. Guard Christyn Williams led the team with 21 points

and two assists, with freshman
phenom and fellow guard Paige
Bueckers not far behind, as she put
up 20 points and nine assists.
Their winning ways would follow them into Sunday, where the
Huskies defeated the Xavier Musketeers 83-32 in another dominant
performance. Williams had another great performance, putting up
22 of the 83 points, while Bueckers
had a solid outing, finishing with 11
points and seven assists.
Now, moving onto the No. 24 DePaul Blue Demons (13-5, 10-3 Big
East), they fell to the Creighton

Bluejays on Saturday, Feb. 20 by
a score of 83-72. By far the most
unexpected result of the week, it
is not a good look for a team who
is looking to solidify themselves
as a true threat to the Huskies in
the conference. Despite the loss,
guards Lexi Held and Sonya Morris each put up 17 points, while forward Jorie Allen put up 16 points
and grabbed seven rebounds.
Although the loss overshadows
just about everything else, the Demons did start off the week strong.

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Women’s Soccer
Sunday

vs.
Women’s swimming, Saturday
12 p.m. Storrs, Conn.

vs.

2

0

vs.
Women’s basketball, Thursday
5 p.m. Omaha, Neb.

See WBB, p. 11

UConn guard Paige Bueckers (5) shoots ahead of Xavier guard Carrie
Gross (25) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game
Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021, in Cincinnati. PHOTO BY GARY LANDERS/AP

John Clark

@uconnwbb

Christyn Williams’ last three games: 19
points, 21 points, 22 points

TWEETS OF THE DAY
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INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Sebastian Garay-Ortega

@JClarkNBCS
We all knew this was coming. Eagles
will release Alshon Jeffrey in March
when the new league year starts, according to @RapSheet
Sports Center

@SportsCenter
Artemi Panarin is taking a leave of absence after a Russian newspaper published allegations claiming he got into a
physical altercation with a woman in 2011.
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

