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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*46

as of 8:47 p.m. on Feb. 3

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)30

*positive test results

23 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 168 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

Research Spotlight: Assessing COVID-19’s effects 
on mental health with Dr. Rachel Tambling
by Grace McFadden
STAFF WRITER
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu

Researchers at the University of 
Connecticut are looking into how the 
COVID-19 pandemic is impacting 
mental health. One such researcher 
is Rachel Tambling, an associate pro-
fessor in the Department of Human 
Development and Family Sciences. 

In typical years, Tambling re-
searches clinical processes and out-
comes. This means research into 
why people seek help for their men-
tal health, how they seek help and 
whether they stick with it.  

However, COVID has changed the 
path of some of Tambling’s research. 
Since the pandemic began, Tambling 
has started to look into its eff ects on 
mental health.  

“I think that this is a really unique 
time in our country for mental health. 
I wanted to work with my colleagues 
on some research that would start to 
articulate the mental health impacts 
of a global pandemic,” Tambling ex-
plained.  

This has taken a number of dif-
ferent forms. Tambling has contrib-
uted to studies on  how parents talk 
to their children about COVID-19, 
what quarantine does for our mental 
health and whether the pandemic 
has had on an impact on the eff ective-
ness of couples’ therapy.  

What Tambling and other re-
searchers found in researching pan-
demic mental health was distressing. 
Rates of anxiety and depression are 
spiking during COVID-19.  

“Our rates of depression that we’re 
fi nding in community samples and 
our work are parallel to what we 
would normally fi nd in a clinical 
sample, like an in-treatment sample 
prior to the pandemic” Tambling 
said.  

 It’s scary. We’re dealing with mas-
sive rates of depression and very little 

help-seeking,” One study Tambling 
worked on is titled “Measuring Cu-
mulative Stressfulness: Psychometric 
Properties of the COVID-19 Stressors 
Scale.” This study was done in col-
laboration with UConn researchers 
Beth S. Russell, Crystal L. Park and 
Michael Fendrich, as well as Kevin 
Hynes of Purdue University North-
west.  

“The COVID Stressor Scale looks 
at or assesses the extent to which 
various potential impacts of the pan-
demic are distressing,” explained 
Tambling.  

In this study, Tambling and the oth-
er researchers tried to quantify what 
causes people stress in the pandemic. 
They settled on a set of 23 factors that 
could be measured as causes of stress, 
ranging from fear about getting the 
infection to worries about job loss.  

Of those stressors, the researchers 
found that uncertainty about how 
long quarantine and/or social dis-
tancing requirements will last was 

UConn Health reports shortage of COVID-19 vaccine, cancelling 1st doses
Samuel Katz
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

the most likely the cause of pandemic 
stress. Fear of becoming infected and 
cancellation of planned or scheduled 
celebrations, entertainment, vaca-
tions or trips were also common caus-
es of stress.  

For Tambling, part of this research 
surrounding the pandemic is assess-
ing where the nation is with mental 
health literacy.  

“Mental health literacy is the con-
cept of, ‘I can identify symptoms of 
various mental health concerns and 
know how to seek appropriate treat-
ment and know who to ask,’” Tam-
bling said. “My personal agenda is 
I really want to increase our mental 
health literacy.” 

The structural issues with men-
tal health in this country run deeper 
than we think, explained Tambling.  

“We didn’t get here just because of 
the pandemic. We don’t do a good job 
with mental health in this country, 
at every level. And we’re paying the 
price for that now.”

UConn is performing COVID-19 testing for on and off-campus students at the Hugh S. Greer Field-
house. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Last Sunday, UConn Health 
cancelled all appointments for 
first-dose COVID-19 vaccina-
tions scheduled between Jan. 31 
and Feb. 8, citing a vaccine short-
age, according to an article pub-
lished by the Hartford Courant. 
Patients scheduled for a second 
dose would still be able to get the 
vaccine.  

The statement comes nearly a 
week after Connecticut Gov. Ned 
Lamont announced an increase 
in weekly shipments of the vac-
cine, up to 54,000 doses, accord-
ing to the article. 

Vaccine shortages have also 
been reported by Waterbury Hos-
pital as early as Jan. 28, and even 
the boost in weekly shipments is 
said to be insufficient.  

“Our supply of first doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccine has been 
exhausted, and we have notified 
impacted patients who had first 
vaccine appointments scheduled 
at our clinics to reschedule their 
appointments for today, Monday 
and Tuesday morning,” Water-
bury Hospital said in a notice. 

Gov. Lamont, despite complaints 
from the two hospitals, has main-
tained that the amount of vaccines 
was appropriate, and shifted the 
blame onto the hospitals.  

“Lamont said he didn’t see a 
problem with the federal supply 
of vaccines despite the shortage 
at UConn Health and Waterbury 
Hospital, suggesting instead that 
the two hospital systems may 
have booked too many fi rst-dose 
appointments,” according to the 
Hartford Courant article.  

Lauren Woods, the Director of 
News at UConn Health, advised 
reading the updated version of 
UConn Health’s vaccination pro-
gram on their website.  

“As our UConn Health COVID-19 
Vaccine Program website states, 
those eligible under phase 1a 
and phase 1b for vaccination are 
healthcare workers and those 75+ 
so far,” Woods said in an email.  

Vaccinations scheduled after 
Feb. 9 are not expected to be sub-
ject to change. If your vaccination 
appointment is aff ected by this 
shortage, UConn Health advis-
es rescheduling by calling the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Call Center at 
860-679-8888.

USG hosts a Mental Health Town Hall workshop in the Wilbur Cross 
Building Monday night. The goal was to encourage students to have 
a dialogue with UConn mental health service and to voice con-
cerns. PHOTO BY ALEX LEO, GRAPH PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn is performing COVID-19 testing for on- and off-campus students at the Hugh S. Greer Fieldhouse. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY 
CAMPUS
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US says Myanmar takeover was coup, promises sanction review
(AP) The United States on Tuesday declared the military round-

up of civilian leaders in Myanmar a coup, and said it would look for 
ways to impose more sanctions or other penalties on the country’s 
military and offi  cers.

The military power grab poses challenges for the two-week-old 
Biden administration, which says it wants to support wobbly de-
mocracy movements globally, but also wants to avoid driving coun-
tries like Myanmar toward China.

And with Myanmar’s generals already under U.S. sanctions 
over the deadly campaign against the country’s Muslim Rohing-
ya minority, it was unclear how much impact any new penalties 
could have. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, a supporter 
of Myanmar civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi, called Tuesday for 
“the strongest possible sanctions” and a U.S.-led eff ort to rally in-
ternational condemnation against the coup leaders, including in the 
United Nations.

Biden administration offi  cials had held off  on describing the mil-
itary’s weekend roundup as an outright takeover. The country’s 
military leaders said in a televised address they were taking power 
for a one-year state of emergency and claimed their move was law-
ful under the constitution. State Department offi  cials said Tuesday 
they were satisfi ed the move met the legal defi nition of a coup.

The United States would “work closely with our partners 
throughout the region and the world to support respect for 
democracy and the rule of law in Burma, as well as to promote 
accountability for those responsible for overturning Burma’s 
democratic trajectory,” State Department spokesman Ned 
Price said. Burma is the former name of Myanmar.

Whatever penalties the U.S. decides on will spare direct hu-
manitarian aid to the country’s people, the State Department 
said.

The weekend military roundup swept up Suu Kyi, winner 
of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize for her years leading Myanmar’s 
oppressed democratic opposition while under military house 
arrest, and other political and elected offi  cials. Hundreds of 
parliament members were confi ned to a government housing 
complex.

The generals cited claims of fraud in November elections, 
which Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy party won 
by a landslide. State Department offi  cials said there was no 
evidence of widespread fraud and said the coup was timed to 
prevent Monday’s scheduled convening of parliament.

The roundups upended years of internationally backed 
eff orts to promote democracy in Myanmar, which had been 

emerging from a half-century of military rule and interna-
tional isolation. After street protests against the military 
dictatorship, the generals allowed elections in 2015 that were 
won by Suu Kyi’s party.

The United States gave Myanmar $135 million in aid last 
year.

The impact of any new U.S. penalties against the military is 
likely to be minor. The United States already has sanctioned 
many of the country’s military leaders and withheld assis-
tance from the military overall. That was for vicious attacks 
that have sent hundreds of thousands of Myanmar’s Rohing-
ya minority fl eeing the country.

Suu Kyi in recent years has defended Myanmar against al-
legations that military-led attacks in 2017 uprooting, raping 
and killing ethnic Rohingya amounted to genocide, costing 
her much of her support abroad.

In looking for ways to punish the generals for the coup, the 
State Department said it would look partly at any U.S. assis-
tance programs that may be indirectly benefi ting Myanmar’s 
military or lower-ranking offi  cers.

President Joe Biden on Monday called the latest military ac-
tion an assault on democracy and the rule of law in Myanmar. 

A gloomy Groundhog Day: Punxsutawney Phil says more winter

Groundhog Club President Jeff Lundy interacts with Punxsutawney Phil, the weather prognosticating groundhog, during the 135th celebration of Groundhog Day in Punxsutawney, 
Pa. Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021. Phil’s handlers said that the groundhog has forecast six more weeks of winter weather during this year’s event that was held without anyone in attendance 
due to potential COVID-19 risks. PHOTO BY BARRY REEGER/AP

PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa. (AP) 
— There will be six more weeks of 
winter, Punxsutawney Phil pre-
dicted as he emerged from his bur-
row on a snowy Tuesday morning 
to perform his Groundhog Day du-
ties.

Members of Phil’s “inner circle” 
woke up the furry critter at 7:25 
a.m. at Gobbler’s Knob in Punxsut-
awney, Pennsylvania, to see wheth-
er he would see his shadow or not.

Shortly after this year’s predic-
tion was revealed, one of the mem-
bers of the circle shared a message 
he said Phil had told him earlier 
in the day: “After winter, you’re 
looking forward to one of the most 
beautiful and brightest springs 
you’ve ever seen.”

The spectacle that is Groundhog 
Day in Punxsutawney still went on, 
but because of the coronavirus pan-
demic, revelers weren’t able to see 
Phil and celebrate in person: This 
year, it was all virtual.

After the inner circle delivered 
the news, they hung around to take 
selfi es and photographs of them-
selves with Phil against the fresh 
blanket of snow. One hundred and 
fi fty cardboard cutouts purchased 
by fans and featuring photos of 
them in groundhog gear or with 
their pets dotted the hillside.

With few media outlets in at-
tendance, Phil was able to avoid 
the usual throng of interviews and 
appearances. The quiet stood out 
during the pandemic-altered event.

“People have been referencing 
Groundhog Day. It has felt like at 
times we’re all living the same day 
over and over again,” one of the in-
ner circle members said. “Ground-
hog Day also shows us that the 
monotony ends. The cycle will be 
broken.”

“Today actually is Groundhog 
Day, there’s only one,” he added. 
“There is quite literally a new day 
coming over the horizon.”

A livestream, which had more 
than 15,000 viewers at one point, 
played footage from previous 
Groundhog Days ahead of the big 
reveal.

Then of course, the prognosti-
cator of prognosticators emerged 
at dawn. The lore goes that if he 
sees his shadow as he did this 
year, there will be six more weeks 
of winter. If he doesn’t, spring 
comes early.

Wearing top hats, members of 
the club summoned Phil from a 
new tree stump.

“You look beautiful,” club pres-
ident Jeff Lundy told Phil, who 
directed members to one of two 
scrolls.

A club member announced, 
“We have all passed through the 
darkness of night, but now see 
hope in morning’s bright light. 
But now when I turn to see, 
there’s a perfect shadow cast of 
me.”

The livestream from Gobbler’s 
Knob, a tiny hill just outside 
Punxsutawney about 65 miles (105 
kilometers) northeast of Pitts-
burgh, is made possible by the 
Pennsylvania Tourism Office’s 
Holi-stay PA. Tuesday’s event 
there — Groundhog Day is always 
Feb. 2 — was Phil’s 135th turn as a 
weather oracle.

Phil this year, like many years in 
the past, gave his forecast during 
a major snowstorm that hit the en-
tire Northeast.

The annual event has its origin 
in a German legend about a fur-
ry rodent. Records dating to the 
late 1800s show Phil has predict-
ed longer winters more than 100 
times. The 2020 forecast called for 
an early spring — however, Phil 
didn’t say anything about a pan-
demic.

According to records dating 
back to 1887, Phil has predicted 
winter more than 100 times, the 

club said. Ten years were lost be-
cause no records were kept.

Punxsutawney Phil may be the 
most famous groundhog seer but 
he’s certainly not the only one. 
There are two other high-profi le 
“imposters,” as the Punxsutawney 
Groundhog Club calls them, in the 
region.

Connecticut marked Groundhog 
Day with a hedgehog making the 
prediction after the state’s offi  cial 
groundhog, Chuckles X, died last 
year. Like Phil, Phoebe predicted 
another six weeks of winter after 
seeing its shadow at the Lutz Chil-
dren’s Museum in Manchester.

New York City’s Staten Island 
Chuck disagreed, predicting an 
early spring in a video shown on 
the Staten Island Zoo’s Facebook 
page.

“We’re going to have an early 
spring! Spring is coming,” Brian 
Gomez, of event sponsor Investors 
Bank said in a video message.
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Big Tech leads stocks to broad gains; GameStop collapses

Stocks closed broadly higher 
on Wall Street, adding to the mar-
ket’s gains from a day earlier with 
solid contributions from Big Tech 
companies, banks and other sec-
tors. The S&P 500 rose 1.4%, while 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
and the Nasdaq each rose 1.6%. 
GameStop plunged 60% in the latest 
wild swing for the stock and several 
others that have become caught up 
in a speculative frenzy by online 
traders seeking to inflict damage 
on Wall Street hedge funds who bet 
the stocks would fall. UPS rose after 
reporting record revenue. Treasury 
yields rose, as did crude oil prices.

THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS 

UPDATE. AP’s earlier story follows 
below.

Stocks were broadly higher in 
afternoon trading Tuesday, though 
shares of closely watched compa-
nies like GameStop and AMC En-
tertainment were falling sharply.

The S&P 500 rose 1.7% with each 
of its 11 sectors making gains. Banks 
and and a mix of companies that 
rely on direct consumer spending 
were leading the way higher. Rising 
crude oil prices and solid earnings 
results helped lift energy compa-
nies, including Exxon Mobil and 
Marathon Petroleum.

The Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age rose 557 points, or 1.8%, to 30,767 

In this photo provided by the New York Stock Exchange, specialist Meric Greenbaum works at a post on the floor, Tuesday Feb. 2, 2021. Stocks were broadly higher in afternoon trad-
ing Tuesday, but shares of closely watched companies like GameStop and AMC Entertainment were falling sharply.   PHOTO BY COLIN ZIEMER/AP

GOP’s McConnell blasts ‘loony lies’ by Ga. Rep. Greene

as of 2:11 p.m. Eastern. The Nasdaq 
rose 1.7% as technology stocks made 
broad gains. Treasury yields rose in 
another sign of investor confidence. 
The yield on the benchmark 10-year 
Treasury note rose to 1.10% from 
1.06% late Monday.

While the broader market was 
solidly higher, Wall Street was still 
closely focused on a set of beat-
en-down companies that have seen 
their shares surge due to intense on-
line interest.

GameStop dropped 53.9% to 
roughly $103 a share, and AMC 
Entertainment lost 42.3% to $7.70 a 
share. Both companies have been 
in the spotlight for more than two 
weeks as an online community of 
investors pushed the stocks to as-
tronomical levels.

Trading in those and several oth-
er stocks have been restricted by 
the popular online trading platform 
Robinhood since last last week fol-
lowing the bouts of extreme vola-
tility. Robinhood needed to secure 
funding in order to meet deposit 
thresholds required by organiza-

tions that handle the trading orders 
placed by investors on its platform.

Robinhood eased some of the 
trading limits on GameStop and 
select other stocks Tuesday. For ex-
ample, it now allows users to buy up 
to 100 shares and options contracts 
in GameStop and 1,250 in AMC. On 
Monday, the brokerage was limiting 
users to 5 shares in GameStop and 
75 in AMC.

An online army of traders us-
ing the online site Reddit banded 
together for the past two weeks to 
snap up shares of GameStop, AMC 
and other struggling chains, stocks 
that have been heavily shorted (bets 
that the stock will fall) by a num-
ber of hedge funds. In the process, 
they’ve done heavy damage to those 
hedge funds in a stunning reversal 
of financial power on Wall Street.

But it’s not clear how much lon-
ger the Reddit traders can hold the 
line. Intense media and Wall Street 
interest pushed many traders into 
these stocks late last week, with 
GameStop going as high as $483 
last Thursday. They began trading 

this year at just over $17 a share. 
The huge run-up in the stock price 
appears to have little to do with the 
future prospects of the mall-based 
retailer, which has been losing mon-
ey consistently.

While a lot of people seem to be 
holding a line on some of these po-
sitions, the broader market is not 
showing many signs of strain be-
cause of it, said Darrell Cronk, chief 
investment officer of Wells Fargo 
Wealth and Investment Manage-
ment.

“I hope the markets are mov-
ing away from some of the issues it 
dealt with last week and focusing 
on more of the true fundamentals,” 
Cronk said.

Uber rose 7.2% after the compa-
ny said it would buy liquor delivery 
service Drizly for $1.1 billion in cash 
and stock. Solid earnings reports 
helped lift shares for several com-
panies. Lab equipment maker Wa-
ters rose 7.6% after easily beating 
analysts’ fourth-quarter profit and 
revenue forecasts. Exxon rose 1.8% 
and Marathon Petroleum rose 3.6%.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Repub-
lican Senate leader Mitch McCon-
nell denounced newly elected Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene on Mon-
day, calling the far-right Georgia 
Republican’s embrace of conspira-
cy theories and “loony lies” a “can-
cer for the Republican Party.”

“Somebody who’s suggested that 
perhaps no airplane hit the Penta-
gon on 9/11, that horrifying school 
shootings were pre-staged, and 
that the Clintons crashed JFK Jr.’s 
airplane is not living in reality,” 
said McConnell, R-Ky., referring 
to a handful of conspiracy theories 
that Greene has publicized in the 
past. “This has nothing to do with 
the challenges facing American 
families or the robust debates on 
substance that can strengthen our 
party.”

McConnell’s explicit condem-
nation adds to pressure on House 

Republicans to take action against 
Greene even as she is claiming re-
newed support from former Pres-
ident Donald Trump. It comes as 
House Democrats moved Monday 
to strip Greene of her committee 
assignments if Republican Leader 
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., refuses 
to do so himself.

“It is my hope and expectation 
that Republicans will do the right 
thing and hold Rep. Greene ac-
countable, and we will not need 
to consider this resolution,” said 
House Majority Leader Steny Hoy-
er, D-Md. “But we are prepared to 
do so if necessary.”

Thus far, however, GOP leaders 
in the House have been reluctant 
to criticize Trump supporters, like 
Greene, out of concern that they 
could alienate the former presi-
dent’s most ardent voters, under-
scoring a bitter divide over how the 

out-of-power party should navi-
gate the two years until the next 
congressional elections.

Greene responded to McConnell 
late Monday with a broadside on 
Twitter, suggesting that “the real 
cancer for the Republican Party is 
weak Republicans who only know 
how to lose gracefully.”

“This is why we are losing our 
country,” she wrote.

McConnell’s statement criticiz-
ing Greene was first reported by 
The Hill newspaper.

Democrats’ willingness to act 
against a member of the opposing 
party underscores their desire to 
confront far-right politicians, like 
Greene, who are closely aligned 
with some of former Trump’s 
fringe supporters, including ex-
tremist groups that were involved 
in the violent Capitol insurrection.

“If Republicans won’t police 

their own, the House must step 
in,” said Rep. Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, D-Fla., who is sponsor-
ing the measure to remove Greene 
from her posts on the House edu-
cation and budget committees.

Greene’s views were in the spot-
light even before she joined the 
House last month.

The Georgia Republican has 
expressed support for QAnon 
conspiracy theories, which focus 
on the debunked belief that top 
Democrats are involved in child 
sex trafficking, Satan worship and 
cannibalism. Facebook videos 
surfaced last year showing she’d 
expressed racist, anti-Semitic and 
anti-Muslim views. Top Republi-
cans denounced her at the time, 
hoping to block her from captur-
ing the GOP nomination in her re-
liably red congressional district in 
northwest Georgia.

But after she won her primary, 
they largely accepted her. Since 
then, even more of her past com-
ments, postings and videos have 
been unearthed, though many 
were deleted recently after draw-
ing attention.

She “liked” Facebook posts that 
advocated violence against Demo-
crats and the FBI. One suggested 
shooting House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi in the head. In response 
to a post raising the prospect of 
hanging former President Barack 
Obama, Greene responded that the 
“stage is being set.”

In an undated video posted on-
line, Greene floated a conspiracy 
theory that falsely suggests that 
the 2017 mass shooting that killed 
58 people at a country music festi-
val in Las Vegas could have been a 
false flag operation to build sup-
port for gun control legislation.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., wears a “Trump Won” face mask as she arrives on the floor of the House to take her oath of office on opening day of the 117th Congress at the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington, Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021.  PHOTO BY ERIN SCOTT/AP
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T
his past Monday, the Undergrad-
uate Student Government’s Justice 
Now speaker series began with 
Angela Davis in the event “Aboli-
tion Movements in the 21st Centu-
ry.” While Dr. Davis spoke at length 

about the strategy and justification of abolishing 
police, prisons and nation states, her lecture also 
extensively covered the intersectionality of differ-
ent identities in the struggle for freedom among 
other topics. 

Today, the awareness and terminology of social 
issues may be co-opted by persons and institutions 
of all motives. Given this, the Justice Now initiative 
is a perfect example of how student leadership on 
campus can organize towards substantial, non-su-
perficial racial education and change. Justice Now 
has not attempted to signal to our community that 
USG or another campus group is a force for racial 
progress — it is an attempt to distribute to the stu-
dent body the lifelong knowledge of experts such 
as Angela Davis, Iyasah Shabazz, Eddie Glaude Jr. 
and Martin Luther King III on the perspectives of 
marginalized community members. These are two 
very different efforts, and the latter deserves our 
great admiration. 

The University of Connecticut is a large school 
with a student body comprising many different 
identities and perspectives, some of which are 
given far more consideration in policy than others. 
This situation is expected at a major institution of 
higher learning in a society where racism, along-
side other violences, is institutionalized. However, 
this situation is not permanent or necessary and 
it is our greatest duty as able-bodied and minded 
members of the community, particularly White 
community members who do not suffer from 
institutionalized racism, to apply ourselves to the 
task of change.  

Barring major and unlikely changes to society in 
the United States, here at UConn the student body 
itself will be one of the largest vehicles for change 
on campus. Unless student leaders, with support 
from the student body, can organize events such 
as these highlighting the unique and marginal 
perspectives of different community members, 
the student body will remain fragmented and 
unaware of the ways in which different groups 
can contribute to and suffer from social injustices. 
More so, inequities and injustices will continue 
unless non-marginal and White community mem-
bers can make commitments to supporting and 
engaging with genuine projects of racial education.  

Urgently, given the threats that White national-
ism, sexism and other political dehumanizations 
pose to our community on campus and the others 
we take part in, we must support initiatives like 
the Justice Now initiative which center on Black 
and other marginalized voices. Further, the White 
segments of the student body particularly must 
undertake personal investment and commitment 
to this education, and incorporate these findings 
into changed behavior. Injustice has never been 
ended by thought alone but by informed action 
and sacrifice.  

We should thank the student leaders who or-
ganized the initiative and hosted Monday’s event, 
and we should diligently progress further the 
state of racial awareness and action on campus by 
following in the footsteps of those who make this 
initiative possible.   

Editorial
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Indian government’s response to protest 
violates human rights 
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            Protests in India have been occur  
       ring for months, regarding three 

farm acts passed by the Indian Parlia-
ment in September. Al-
though the government 
maintains the laws will 
change farming for the 
better, many disagree; 
the laws minimize the 
government’s role in 
farming, thus leaving 
them vulnerable for 
corporations to control 
prices. 

Therefore, protests, 
especially in the state 
of Punjab, have been 
taking place for months 
in order to get these acts repealed and 
so there are protections put in place for 
farmers. However, the Indian government 
has not responded favorably, its actions 
questioned by organizations such as the 
United Nations and Human Rights Watch. 

Last week, the Indian government shut 
down the internet in the state of Haryana 
due to the protests. As of Monday, Feb. 1, 
the internet still had not been restored. 
Some argue these shutdowns are for pub-
lic safety reasons; however, the shutdown 
raises numerous questions. 

India has had a his-
tory of shutting down 
the internet during pro-
tests; in fact, it is the 
“global leader” in inter-
net shutdowns. Shut-
ting down the internet 
has many consequenc-
es, with one of the most 
prominent being that it 
limits the spread of in-
formation.  

After Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi passed 
the controversial Citi-
zenship Amendment Acts in late 2019, due 
to the protests that occurred afterward, 
India shut down the internet in Kashmir. 
United Nations experts expressed con-
cerns regarding this shutdown, saying 
this shutdown would exacerbate tensions 
in the area rather than ease them. A study 
from the Stanford Global Digital Policy 
Incubator also found that internet shut-
downs are counterproductive, and vio-
lence increases in areas where the govern-
ment has shut down the 
internet. 

Shutting down the 
internet during pro-
tests is hypocritical and 
should not be an option. 
The Indian government 
should not shut down 
the internet in certain 
regions in hopes that 
protests will just stop. 

Police have also ar-
rested multiple journal-
ists covering the pro-
tests. According to the 
Human Rights Watch, 
the journalists have been charged with 
“sedition, promoting communal dishar-
mony and making statements prejudicial 
to national integration.” 

Part of the reason why some of these 
journalists have been arrested is due to 

violence that broke out on Jan. 26, where 
one farmer died and hundreds were in-
jured. Journalists reported that the police 

allegedly shot the famer — which the po-
lice deny. Due to these reports, the jour-
nalists were arrested. 

Many condemned the arrest of these jour-
nalists, saying that this is a form of stifl ing the 
media. However, there are many who have 
sided with the government that is currently 
spreading misinformation on social media, 
misattributing the causes of these protests. 
Some of these people have also shifted the fo-
cus from the peaceful protests — which make 
up the majority of the protests — to the vio-
lence that occurred on Jan. 26. 

The Indian government is censoring indi-
viduals fi ghting for their rights. The farming 
laws passed are problematic and the govern-
ment should review and revise them rather 
than shutting o�  the internet and imprison-
ing journalists. 

Especially given that India prides itself 
on being the world’s largest democracy, the 
actions taken against these civilians are con-
cerning and horrifying. Part of democracy is 
listening to the dissent of individuals, and 

the Indian government is clearly not doing 
this. India’s actions in cutting o�  the internet 
and arresting journalists should gain more 
attention — it is a violation of human rights, 
and the world should be watching. 

            Protests in India have been occur  
       ring for months, regarding three 

by Anika Veeraraghav   |   ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR   |   anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

Farmers raise their hand 
as they shout slogans 
during a day-long hunger 
strike to protest against 
new farm laws on Jan. 31, 
at the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh 
border, on the outskirts of 
New Delhi, India. Protests 
have been ongoing since 
the laws were passed in 
September. PHOTO BY MANISH 
SWARUP/AP

Indian farmers listen to 
a speaker at Delhi-Utttar 
Pradesh border, in New 
Delhi, India on Feb. 2. Yes-
terday Indian authorities 
heavily ramped up security 
along three main protest 
sites, using cemented iron 
spikes, steel barricades 
and deployed hundreds of 
police in riot gear. PHOTO BY 
MANISH SWARUP/AP

A Delhi police woman offi-
cer looks at the protest site 
standing on a cemented 
barricade at Delhi-Utttar 
Pradesh border, in New 
Delhi, India, Tuesday, Feb. 
2, 2021. Journalists in India 
have been arrested for 
reporting on a police killing 
of a protestor. PHOTO BY MANISH 
SWARUP/AP
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The intersectionality of voting and 
activating the youth voting population

The 2020 presidential election 
witnessed one of the highest voter 
turnout rates in the history of the 
United States, with the most recent 
counts by the United States Elec-
tions Project reporting 66.6% of 
Americans. In past elections, the 
United States has trailed behind 
most developed countries in voter 
turnout; however, there have been 
many drives taking place in recent 
years to get people excited about 
voting and ensure they cast their 
ballot.

One of the biggest increases in 
voter turnout has been among 
young voters nationwide. Accord-
ing to data collected by the United 
States Census Bureau, voter turn-
out among 18 to 29-years-olds went 
from 20% in 2014 to 26% in 2018, 
the largest percentage point in-
crease for any age group. This size-
able increase in voter turnout rates 
among young voters ended up a 
being a deciding factor in many im-
portant midterm elections for the 
Senate and the House of Represen-
tatives.

Entering the 2020 election cycle, 
the youth voting population was 
once again identifi ed as a key fac-
tor leading up to Nov. 3. For UConn 
students, this meant an increase in 
voter registration eff orts campus 
wide as students and staff  pre-
pared to cast their ballots via mail 
or on Election Day. Despite the 
added challenges created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, UConn stu-
dents were determined to show up 
in force and utilize their platform 
to encourage others to use their 
right to vote.

UConnPIRG’s New Voters Proj-
ect works to activate youth voters 
who comprise the largest voting 
bloc in the country. The initiative 
involves class presentations, edu-
cational events and online outreach 
to ensure that every student utiliz-

es their right to vote and makes 
their voice heard on both local and 
national political stages.

“This past semester has been dif-
fi cult, and a lot of our usual tactics 
have had to change due to being 
virtual, but I think the work we did 
was amazing, and I’m proud to say 
that we were a part of the move-
ment that resulted in the largest 
youth voter turnout ever,” Colleen 
Keller, a fi fth semester history ma-
jor, said.

Keller serves as the chapter chair 
for UConnPIRG and has been in-
volved in many campaigns with the 
organization. Many voters were 
opting to use mail-in voting or ear-
ly voting methods due to COVID-19 
concerns, which created the need 
to have additional educational op-
portunities so that students were 
aware of how to properly submit a 
mail-in ballot.

“This year we focused on making 
the New Voters Project more edu-
cational so that students who were 
registered to vote knew how, where 
and when to do so,” Keller said.

Keller and members of the New 
Voters Project, led by Campaign 
Coordinator Cheyenne Tavares, 
also focused their eff orts on pro-
viding information on voting on 
campus, when the voter registra-
tion deadline was and why voting 
is important.

The NVP is the largest youth 
mobilization eff ort in Connecticut 
and has even garnered recognition 
from the Secretary of State’s Offi  ce 
for their continued work to help 
register youth voters. The cam-
paign has had great success in the 
past and in the 2016 and 2018 elec-
tion cycles, they helped over 5,000 
students register to vote.

One of the most poorly represent-
ed voting blocs within the country 
are homeless voters, which is why 
the New Voters Project made it 
their mission to also focus on pro-
viding homeless individuals on 
and around campus information 
about voting and how to register. 

Keller said that UConnPIRG want-
ed to include them in the conver-
sation and ensure their eff orts in-
cluded all voters, no matter what 
their current situation was.

“One thing that I was especial-
ly proud of this semester was the 
work that was done to provide 
voting information to homeless in-
dividuals around campus,” Keller 
said. “Our Hunger and Homeless-
ness campaign teamed up with 
NVP to put together an informative 
pamphlet on how to register and 
how to vote, which we were able to 
distribute at the No Freeze Shelter 
in Windham.”

The work done through this 
campaign allowed homeless vot-
ers to once again become involved 
in the democratic process within 
our country and cast a ballot. The 
New Voters Project is a vital aspect 
of the UConn community and has 
allowed thousands of students and 
individuals to become an active 
member in our democracy.

“Our work on the NVP cam-
paign is incredibly important to us 
as an organization because right 
now, voting is one of the major 
ways that things can change in our 
society,” Keller said. “Within the 
systems that exist, the action of 
voting is one of the most powerful 
non-violent acts that we as citizens 
can take.”

One of the largest organizations 
on campus is the Panhellenic 
Council, comprised of nine mem-
ber organizations with over 1,000 
women. As such a large group on 
campus, the Panhellenic commu-
nity teamed up with PIRG’s New 
Voters Project and made it their 
goal to increase voter registration 
and get chapter members excited 
to vote.

Annika Redgate, a seventh-se-
mester political science major, 
served as the panhellenic represen-
tative for the UConn Vote Coalition 
through the New Voters Project. 
She spearheaded many important 
voter registration initiatives, like 

by Emma Gehr
STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

Entering the 2020 
election cycle, 
the youth voting 
population was once 
again identified as a 
key factor leading up 
to Nov. 3. For UConn 
students, this meant 
an increase in voter 
registration efforts 
campus wide as 
students and staff 
prepared to cast their 
ballots via mail or on 
Election Day.

giving presentations on why voting 
is important and Instagram take-
overs where she provided detailed 
information on various voting pro-
cedures and what to expect when 
you go to the polls.

“Voting is so important, as it is 
one of the only opportunities that 
regular citizens have to infl uence 
the government and have a say in 
who is leading the country, what 
policies are being created, making 
big decisions and overall repre-
senting the citizens,” Redgate said.

Following the election, Redgate 
shared a survey with all chapter 
presidents in order to gather pre-
liminary data about the eff ective-
ness of the initiative. Out of the 226 
responses, 99.6% were registered 
to vote, 65.9% voted by absentee 
ballots and 31% voted in-person on 
Election Day. These statistics show 
that the initiative was successful in 
getting people registered to vote as 
well as actually casting a ballot.

“I wanted to be involved as the 
representation for panhellenic in 
PIRG’s new voter project as they 
advocate students to go out and 
vote in every election,” Redgate 
said. “I wanted to do my part to 
help register and get out the vote, 
especially with college women like 
myself.”

Voting is one of the most import-
ant constitutional rights, yet so 
many Americans take this privi-
lege for granted. In 2020, we were 
able to witness one of the highest 
turnout rates of any past United 
States presidential election. Amer-
icans are placing a higher empha-
sis on casting their ballot and hav-
ing their voice heard, a vital aspect 
to allowing all voices to be heard 
and have a say in government.

Voting is the foundation of any 
democracy, and the work that UCo-
nnPIRG and other organizations at 
UConn are taking part in is allow-
ing power to be restored to voters, 
and fair representation within gov-
ernment at the local, state and na-
tional levels. 

PHOTO BY DWIGHT BURDETTE/WIKI-
MEDIA COMMONS

On Jan. 6, a mob of supporters of 
former President Donald Trump 
stormed the United States Capitol. 
This attack against democracy, that 
resulted from a protest to attempt to 
overturn Trump’s defeat in the 2020 
presidential election, shook the na-
tion and resulted in the lockdown 
of the Capitol, fi ve deaths and over 
one hundred arrests. Weeks later, 
the eff ects of this violent insurrec-
tion are continuing to dominate the 
political sphere and there are many 
unanswered questions about where 
to go from here.

UConn political scientists gath-
ered virtually to discuss the political 
implications of the Capitol insurrec-
tion during a panel titled “The Capi-
tol Insurrection: The Political After-
math,” and off ered fellow staff  and 
students the opportunity to hear 
their thoughts about the political vi-
olence that occurred on Jan. 6.

“There is a tremendous impact 
of what transpired on Jan. 6 on the 
psyche of the American popula-
tion,” Beth Ginsburg, an assistant 
political science professor in resi-
dence, said.

This act was not isolated in na-
ture, but instead a result of weeks of 
growing tension and unrest from the 
Trump administration and its sup-
porters following his loss to Presi-
dent Joe Biden in the 2020 election. 
This clear act of political violence 
once again showed how divided 
our nation is, and many Democrats 

How a deeply polarized nation led to a
violent attack on the Capitol

and independents placed blame on 
Trump, claiming he incited the ri-
oting. A poll conducted by Politico 
found that 44% of independents and 
91% of Democrats said that Trump 
was solely or mainly to blame for 
the destruction at the Capitol, which 

took place during the certifi cation of 
Biden’s election victory.

Whether Trump is to blame or 
not, many questions were raised 
about how such an act could have 
escalated as far as it had, when pro-
tests such as those of the Black Lives 
Matter Movement that took place 
during the summer of 2020 were 
handled much diff erently. Ginsberg, 
who teaches in the areas of race and 
ethnicity, noted that white people 
were treated diff erently than people 
of color, which prompted her to ask 
what constitutes an acceptable pro-
test versus one that is not accept-
able.

Ginsberg is not alone in her 
thoughts, as many Americans have 
expressed their concern about the 
double standard of the Capitol Po-

lice. Even Biden said that if it had 
been a group of Black Lives Matter 
protestors, they would have been 
treated very diff erently. Race has, 
and will continue to be, a major 
factor in such events, and Ginsberg 
recommends that we must always 
take into account the opinions and 
beliefs of people who look diff erent 
than us. 

Another lingering question that 
resulted from the Capitol insurrec-
tion is about whether something 
like this will prompt further vio-
lent action by extremist groups that 
could potentially lead to a confl ict 
similar in nature to the American 
Civil War.

“I think the civil war we may have 
might be in the Republican party 
itself,” Ginsberg said. “I think we 
might be seeing more divisions and 
more stronger separations coming, 
and I think the party isn’t quite sure 
where it is and where it wants to 
be.”

Trump has left a mark on the Re-
publican party that is going to take 
years to remedy. His willingness to 
say anything and his ability to be a 
magnetic fi gure to a lot of the pub-
lic is something the panelists said 
allowed him to grow a large base of 
supporters who were willing to do 
anything for him, whether violent 
or not.

“As charismatic as he was, he also 
put the ‘us versus them’ very strong-
ly in the political discourse … he got 
people to support it by placing the 
blame on the others,” Ginsberg said.

This blame game created a nation 
in which political violence became 

almost inevitable, given the strong 
partisan lines that have come to de-
fi ne the country and the current po-
litical sphere. Many resulting issues 
of COVID-19 including healthcare, 
the economy, racial injustice and 
foreign policy led to even more po-
larization and tension among vot-
ers.

“Given all of this intolerability, 
insurrection and the attempted 
overthrow of American democratic 
practice was not simply thinkable, 
it was all but inevitable,” Jeff rey 
Dudas, a political science professor 
and affi  liate faculty of American 
studies, said.

Though Biden has promised to 
work across the aisle, as he was 
known to do during his time as a 
senator, this task might be harder 
than he thinks following four years 
of polarizing rhetoric used by the 
Trump administration. As Amer-
icans attempt to grapple with the 
lasting eff ects of the Capitol insur-
rection that occurred on Jan. 6, it is 
imperative that focus is placed on 
unity to help rescue a deeply divid-
ed nation. 

“I’m a little concerned that acts of 
political violence will start to hap-
pen more and start to happen faster 
because the recovery is so quick, so 
it’ll kind of take on a character like 
the news cycle,” Susan Herbst, a 
political science professor and pres-
ident emeritus, said. “We need to re-
discover what democracy is, what it 
feels like, what it looks like, how do 
you live in one, how does it operate 
… I don’t know how we go forward 
without that.”

An anti-scaling fence topped with razor wire surrounds the U.S. Capi-
tol, Monday, Feb. 1, 2021 in Washington, D.C. PHOTO BY ALEX BRANDON/AP

This attack against 
democracy ... shook the 
nation and resulted in 

the lockdown of the 
Capitol, five deaths 

and over one hundred 
arrests.

by Emma Gehr
STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu
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Finding ‘Ohana
Say aloha to Netflix’s newest family adventure flick

by Gino Giansanti, Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu

With winter well underway and 
the cold weather showing no signs 
of stopping — especially now that 
Punxsutawney Phil has predicted 
six more weeks of winter — many 
New Englanders understandably 
are wishing for warmer weather 
and far-off vacation destinations. 
Netflix’s newest feature film, “Find-
ing ‘Ohana,” transports viewers to 
the lush paradise of the Hawaiian 
Islands in a way never seen before. 
Much in the tradition of “Indiana 
Jones” and “The Goonies,” the mov-
ie takes a rag-tag group of explorers 
and sets them on a journey to un-
lock all of the secrets of the myste-
rious island of O’ahu.

“Finding ‘Ohana” follows the 
quest of 12-year-old Brooklynite, 
Pili (Kea Peahu), a geocaching ge-
nius who enjoys nothing more than 
solving riddles and hunting for 
clues in her hometown of New York 
City. The film begins with Pili and 
her friend competing in a geocach-
ing championship, outsmarting 
their adversaries to win the prize 
of a summer in the Catskills at geo-
caching camp. This will certainly 
be Pili’s best summer yet!

Pili’s plans come crashing down 
when Pili’s mother Leilani (Kelly 
Hu) informs Pili and her irritable 

teenage brother Ioane (Alex Aiono) 
that they must forego their summer 
plans to visit their ailing grandfa-
ther Kimo (Branscombe Richmond) 
in rural, off-the-grid O’ahu at the 
family farm. With summer camp 
now out of the picture, Pili is dev-
astated, until a mysterious journal 
found in her grandfather’s belong-
ings puts Pili and her brother on 
a quest to find gold left by explor-
ers and swashbucklers hundreds 
of years ago. With the help of two 
lovable locals — the friendly and 
quirky Casper (Owen Vaccaro), and 
headstrong Hanna (Lindsay Wat-
son) — the team follows the clues 
to uncover centuries of Hawaiian 
history, all while battling the many 
dangers the island possesses.

In the end, Pili and Ioane find a 
treasure much more precious and 
valuable than the gold and silver 
they sought to uncover, which is by 
no means a spoiler, as the title of the 
movie explicitly states what they 
will find on their journey.

The film does a particular-
ly strong job of showcasing the 
beautifully vibrant native Hawai-
ian culture, which rarely sees the 
representation it deserves in film. 
Various Hawaiian traditions and 
folklores are used to drive the story 
forward, and play an integral part 
in the film’s resolution. Audienc-
es have the ability to learn about 
Hawaiian culture through Pili and 

Ioane’s discovery of their family’s 
heritage.

The movie’s script even includes 
elements of the Hawaiian dialect, 
with words taken from Filipino, 
Japanese, Chinese and native Ha-
waiian languages to create an re-
alistic depiction of O’ahu slang. 
While I will admit that the deliv-
erance of these particular phrases 
at times seemed forced and unnat-
ural, I still must applaud the effort 
made by the production team as it 
shows they have done their home-
work.

“Finding ‘Ohana” is a family 
movie at its core, so it should be 
noted that many of the jokes and 
references are aimed toward chil-
dren. That being said, it is still an 
enjoyable and feel-good movie for 
all as the overall message of the 
movie is applicable to all ages. Plus, 
the sheer amount of action and ad-
venture taking place in Hawaii will 
quench the thirst of travel for any 
deprived vacationer left with cabin 
fever by the ongoing pandemic and 
the ruthless New England winter. 
All in all, “Finding ‘Ohana” will 
leave you with a smile on your face 
and some aloha in your heart, and 
therefore is a must-watch this Feb-
ruary. 

Rating: 4/5

Netflix released the adventure movie “Finding ‘Ohana,” 
starring Kea Peahu, on Friday.
IMAGE COURTESY OF IMDB

Fantastic Films and Where to Find Them:
Inception (2010)

Christopher Nolan’s epic sci-fi action film “In-
ception” took the world by storm in 2010, garner-
ing well over $800 million in box office revenue, 
widespread critical acclaim and eight Oscar nom-
inations. These days, it is rare to see a film do ex-
tremely well at the box office and receive acclaim 
from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences. This begs the question, what makes this a 
fantastic film?

Like many great movies, many factors made this 
film successful.

The first reason why this film was successful 
was its innovative story and plot. There have been 
movies about dreams or dreamworlds before, but 
none like “Inception.”

It’s difficult to sort this film into a genre. It’s an 
action film, a science-fiction film, a heist movie, a 
drama and a thriller all wrapped up in one. That 
being said, “Inception” is also a very cohesive mov-
ie, always knowing its tone and how to execute its 
scenes.

Plot-wise, the film is complex, but rewarding 
when understood. It is close to impossible to un-
derstand all the fine details of the plot on first 
viewing, especially with the movie’s fast pace. 
However, on a second watch, it is more under-
standable. The use of simultaneous layers of story 
is a very innovative storytelling technique and ties 
directly to the plot. With this unique structure and 
its unique visuals, the film feels like nothing you 
have ever seen before.

At its core, though the form and structure seem 
complex, “Inception” tells a simple story. Center-
ing around Leonardo DiCaprio’s character, Dom 
Cobb, the film is about Cobb’s quest to get back to 
his family, revealing along the way how and why 
he wasn’t with them. Nolan’s writing and DiCap-
rio and Elliot Page’s performances help deliver this 
emotional thematic storyline effectively, elevating 
this picture beyond your typical action blockbust-
er.

The whole cast is really on point in this picture. 
We already mentioned DiCaprio and Page, but top 
to bottom everyone is effective and has fantastic 
chemistry with one another.

What further elevates this picture is its visu-
als. Nolan loves to create films that are massive 
in scale, while having moments that are relative-
ly smaller and more emotionally resonant. He ex-
ceeds brilliantly in visually evoking that in this 

film. There are countless sequenc-
es in “Inception” that will shock 
the audience in their execution. 
Those moments make you want to 
see this movie on as large a screen 
as possible. The film is also effec-
tive at delivering its smaller-scale 
moments, using effective imagery 
to symbolize certain emotional 
themes.

The film is already at a high lev-
el with all the strengths previous-
ly discussed, but its biggest hasn’t 
been mentioned yet. In some mov-
ies, audiences don’t realize or no-
tice the musical score. In others, 
they stand out, but don’t particu-
larly enhance the picture beyond 
providing an interesting tonal 
musical accompaniment. Hans 
Zimmer’s score for “Inception” 
is among the miniscule group of 
scores that elevate their picture to 
levels you can only dream of (no 
pun intended). You can honestly 
put Zimmer’s score up with Ennio 
Morricone’s score for “The Good, 
The Bad and the Ugly” and John 
Williams’ famous scores for “Star 
Wars” and “Jaws” as the most leg-
endary scores in history. That’s 
how good Zimmer’s score is, and 
it plays a major part in why this 
film is successful.

My one gripe with the picture 
would be in its execution of its 
action. It executes it well with a 
few incredible sequences. Unfor-
tunately, because of those incred-
ible sequences, a few of the action 
sequences feel a bit more generic, 
as they aren’t as unique as the oth-
ers. That being said, this doesn’t 
majorly hurt the movie, as its fast 
pace, unique story and structure 
keep you very invested and inter-
ested.

In conclusion, because of the 
great writing, cinematography, di-
rection, acting and musical score, 
“Inception” can most definitely be 
called a fantastic film.

Where to Find “Inception”: 
Streaming on Netflix

by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

It’s difficult to 
sort this film 
into a genre. It’s 
an action film, a 
science-fiction 
film, a heist 
movie, a drama 
and a thriller all 
wrapped up in 
one.

It is close to 
impossible to 
understand all 
the fine details 
of the plot on 
first viewing.

Leonardo DiCaprio and Christopher Nolan in 
“Inception.”

PHOTO BY MELISSA MOSELEY/SMPSP

Leonardo DiCaprio and Joseph Gordon-Levitt in 
“Inception.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURE/IMDB
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Rink Around the Rosie
NEW ICE RINK TO OPEN ON FEB. 4

The new outdoor ice rink on 
the Great Lawn at UConn’s Storrs 
campus will open on Thursday, 
Feb. 4, according to the uKind-
ness website.

Skating sessions will be host-
ed each weekend, Thursdays 
through Saturdays. According to 
the website, the hours are as fol-
lows: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thurs-
days; 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Fridays; 
and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Satur-
days.

Students can bring their own 
ice skates or rent them for free. 
Also, students must pre-regis-
ter for a session; there will be 
no free skating period. They can 
pre-register for a slot every week 
online on Wednesdays at noon. 
Students should be sure to bring 
their IDs with them when at-
tending their 45-minute session. 
However, if students arrive 15 
minutes later than their sched-
uled time, then they may not be 
allowed on the ice, according to 
the rules on the uKindness web-
site.

According to Joseph Briody, 
the interim assistant vice pres-
ident for Student Affairs and 
director of Student Activities, 
the idea for the outdoor ice rink 
was brought up last year by Jess 
Gerum, the associate director of 
student activities and director of 
major events and programming. 
However, last winter’s inclement 
weather prohibited the ice rink 
from being built then.

“Nonetheless, this past Fall, 
we revisited the idea and began 
working actually prior to break 
in December and continued 
throughout the past months,” 
Briody said in an email interview.

In order to remain within prop-
er safety protocols, masks must 
be worn at all times and no more 
than 15 people will be allowed on 
the rink at a time, according to 
Briody. Also, rental skates will be 
sanitized after every use.

The rink is 5,000 square feet, 
according to Briody, which he 
said is about one-third of the 
size of an NHL rink. Briody said 
he hopes the rink will be able to 
remain open throughout Febru-
ary, and that it may continue into 
March if weather permits.

by Brandon Barzola
ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR
brandon.barzola@uconn.edu

Book of the Month is essentially Netflix for books

I can’t bring myself to splurge on 
a Netflix subscription, yet some-
how I can totally justify spend-
ing just as much, if not more, on 
a book subscription box. I bought 
myself a 12-month Book of the 
Month subscription for Christmas 
back in 2019, and ever since I’ve 
eagerly awaited the first of every 
month: the day I choose one of the 
five new releases offered on the 
site.

Originally founded in 1926, 
BOTM is a subscription service 
that allows members to choose, as 
the name states, a book to add to 
their collection every month. After 
purchasing a subscription, mem-
bers can choose one of five new 
hardcover releases to add to their 
collection. The great thing about 
BOTM is that you’re not obligated 
to spend a credit on a book every 
month. Chances are, there will be 
months where none of the books 
offered peak your interest. If that’s 
the case, just skip the month, and 
your credits will roll over. If you 
run into the opposite issue and 
find that too many books appeal to 
you, you can choose from a larger 
selection of add-ons, in exchange 
for an additional credit, or $4.99.

As for pricing, BOTM isn’t ob-
scenely expensive for the service 
they provide. Most book sub-
scription services go for over $30 
a month, plus shipping, although 
they often come with bookish trin-

kets or merch. BOTM keeps it sim-
ple, sending out just a book and a 
bookmark, keeping shipping free. 
A three-month subscription costs 
$49.99, a six-month subscription 
is $89.99 and a 12-month subscrip-
tion goes for $169.99. At the most, 
each book is $14.99, which is lower 
than the price of most Barnes & 
Noble hardcovers.

However, that isn’t something 
I’m all too willing to shell out ev-
ery month. BOTM tends to offer 
$10 off your subscription around 
major holidays. A discount code 
coupled with a referral can do 
wonders. Taking advantage of 
both, I managed to score 13 credits 
for $149.99.

Once you’ve spent 12 credits, 
you automatically reach BOTM 
BFF status, which comes with 
some fun perks. You get an ador-
able tote with a book pocket, a 
free add-on during your birthday 
month and your choice of one of 
the five Book of the Year Finalists. 
For me, this means I’m technically 
getting 15 books for $149.99. This 
equates to $9.99 a book, which I 
find to be well worth it. That be-
ing said, you do have to plan ac-
cordingly to fully take advantage 
of your rewards. For example, it’s 
important to make sure you have a 
credit available to use on another 
book during your birthday month, 
or else you won’t be able to use 
your free add-on.

If you refer a friend, you get a set 
of Bookmoji pins and a free credit 
while helping them save, which is 
a lovely bonus.

As for ease of use, BOTM gets 
five stars from me. You can oper-
ate from either their website or 
app when choosing your book, 
and exploring each option is super 
straightforward. BOTM features 
popular and debut authors and 
new and early releases in a variety 
of genres each month, so there’s 
almost always something you’ll 
be interested in. You can click on 
each cover to learn more about the 
book, where there will be a brief 
synopsis, a review from an no-
table author and a sample of the 
book. There’s a “Good to know” 
section, delving into details like 
pacing, point of view and setting, 
which proves useful to readers 
who have trouble getting through 
slower reads.

There are even trigger warn-
ings, which I find to be an incred-
ible addition. It’s something you 
would never run into when read-
ing the back of a book at a store be-
cause it can dissuade readers, but 
the truth of the matter is not every 
story is meant for everyone. Hav-
ing a tool that warns you about 
the inclusion of domestic violence, 
PTSD or even just salacious con-
tent helps guarantee you’ll love 
the book you chose.

From there on, you either 
choose a book or skip the month. 
If you choose the former, your 
book will typically arrive in just 
over a week. The books come in 
a fairly nice box and are typically 
shrink wrapped to prevent dam-
age. If I am buying a new book, 
I admittedly want it in pristine 

“After purchasing a 
subscription, members 

can choose one of 
five new hardcover 

releases to add to their 
collection.”

condition. However, BOTM could 
probably find a more environmen-
tally friendly solution.  Something 
to keep in mind is that BOTM 
does reprint the books they offer, 
so they do have their logo on the 
hardcover and the dust jacket. 
Each box includes a bookmark 
with a cute phrase on it. Some of 
my favorites include, “Leave me to 
my books,” “All booked up right 
now” and “Until we read again.” 

As of late, BOTM has launched 
a beta version of Bookclubs: a site 
where you can put together a book 
club with some friends, picking 
one of the BOTM offerings to cov-
er for the month. It works similar-
ly to their normal service, where 
you have the option to opt-out 
for the month, but unfortunate-
ly you can’t use BOTM credits 
on book club picks: You’re stuck 
paying $14.99 per book. I like the 
concept, but it’s not very practical 
or affordable. It’s far easier to put 
together a book club the old-fash-
ioned way.

Overall, I genuinely enjoy Book 
of the Month. The service reminds 
me of the early era of Netflix, 
where you’d choose a DVD to be 
shipped out to you, except here, 
you get to keep the book. I have 
fallen in love with so many books 
and authors through the service, 
but if nothing calls my name, I 
never feel pressured to spend my 
credit, since it simply rolls over. 
Once my credits finish, there’s 
a very good chance I’ll choose it 
over Netflix again.

Rating: 5/5

“Originally founded 
in 1926, BOTM is a 
subscription service 
that allows members 

to choose, as the name 
states, a book to add to 
their collection every 

month.”

by Joanne Biju
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
joanne.biju@uconn.edu

Student Activities is building an outdoor ice skating rink for UConn Storrs residential students on 
the Great Lawn across from Wilbur Cross. The rink is set to open starting Feb. 4, weather permit-
ting, after the residential quarantine has ended on campus. 

PHOTOS BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Photo of the Day | Who needs mountains?

Crossword

Fun fact of the day

Eighth-semester computer science engineering major and Daily Campus video editor Eric Wang launches off a jump on Horsebarn Hill Tuesday afternoon. Wang mastered a method 
grab on his snowboard after leveling out the jump. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Armadillo shells are bulletproof. A Texas 
man was once injured when he shot an 
armadillo and the bullet richoceted off.

Letter to the Editor
Grandpa makes it personal

As you can  see from 
the  photograph, I wasn’t 
always an angry guy —it’s 
not a genetic characteris-
tic. My old UConn friend 
Joe (the Psychologist) 
tells me anger can also be 
a result of “environmen-
tal factors”. Well, yeah. 
My environment is under 
siege, so I think outrage is 
an appropriate response. 
In fact, it’s my biological 
imperative to fight for sur-
vival. Look again at these 
1950s Connecticut woods. I’m not dismissing the smog and the DDT, but it 
is fall here, and winter is coming right on schedule. This past December 3rd, 
2020, I surprised turtles still sunning themselves on logs. In the photo there 
is no bittersweet strangling those trees, no barberry hosting deer ticks, no 
wooly adelgids, phragmites or two-headed frogs. Invasive species each have 
an effect like a pandemic, and should be treated with similar alarm. And the 
once insidious, now blatantly obvious, temperature rise is far worse. That 
happy kid who once played hero in the bare trees has watched continuing 
deterioration of the Earth despite all the efforts that have been made. 

I’ve been sore since the late 60s. That’s me as a freshman in 1967 giving the 
peace sign in Gulley Hall, assuming that sensible, ethical elders would make 
the world a better place 
when it was obvious it was 
not yet good enough. What 
followed were 4 years of 
busing to anti-war demon-
strations in Washington 
DC, sleeping on church 
floors and dodging tear 
gas, marching the streets 
of New Haven during Bob-
by Seale’s Black Panther 
trial, “Bloody Tuesday” 
- where students and fac-
ulty were hit in the head 
and 21 arrested on this 
campus. Countless efforts 
at UConn to change the 
world and the University, 
including the first Earth 
Day in 1970. 

Hello, UConn 2021 - I know I’m mostly preaching to the choir here. And I 
know my actions genuinely conserve parts of our world. The work has been 
real and gives me real satisfaction. It just hasn’t been enough (all of this 
kind of writing too hasn’t been enough). So I’m through being merely a good 
environmental citizen. That’s what each of us has done since the first Earth 
Day, since Rachel Carson, since TR went camping with Muir in the snow in 
1903. “Somebody else” is not going to take care of it.  

No, I don’t want to be the leader, the talking head, most newsworthy, most 
progressive Green Person. There’s a ballfield where the big things get done 
by those who have the constitution for it. I’ve been a benchwarmer (when 
I wasn’t out alone happily catching fish). But now with my season coming 
to a close, I swing for the fences, expand the reach of my own mind and 
heart outward. I’ve been to several local and statewide demonstrations and 
I’m involved with Extinction Rebellion. Pre-virus I “advised” Fridays for 
Future at UConn a bit (I wish I could still march and yell in the streets). 
My 2019 exhibit at the Dodd Center, “Dayglo and Napalm”, was an attempt 
to show you the enormous power you have, power that UConn students ef-
fectively used once upon a time. Now retired, I volunteered for a season 
at a National Park. I’m the Steward of a local conservation property, am 
active in Trout Unlimited. I use words, art, music, other bully pulpits, to 
encourage others (you) to do more than I can. I’m still angry. This might be 
as driven as I’ve ever been, strangely enough. It surprises me too. Forgive 
me for being so personal; it IS personal. It’s not going to be my damn fault. 

George Jacobi graduated from UConn in 1971 and is a longtime Mansfield 
resident. (photos provided by Jacobi)
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Video game maker EA Sports 
announces return of NCAA Football

(AP) — Video game maker EA 
Sports announced Tuesday that it 
is bringing back its college football 
series, which was shelved eight 
years ago after the NCAA was 
sued for not sharing revenue from 
the game with college athletes.

Though there is still much to 
be sorted out when it comes to 
whether and how college players 
will be permitted to profit from 
the use of their names, images and 
likenesses in the game, Electronic 
Arts has already taken steps to re-
launch the popular franchise.

There is no timetable in place for 
the next release of a college football 
game, the company said. But EA 
announced it has reached an agree-
ment with College Licensing Com-
pany, which allows the game maker 
to use school marques and logos.

“We’ve heard from the millions 
of passionate fans requesting the 
return of college football video 
games,” EA Sports executive vice 
president and general manage 
Cam Weber said in a statement. 
“We love the energy, tradition and 
pageantry of college football and I 
am beyond thrilled to say we are 
back in development.”

The game was a big hit among 
players from 2005-13, but it was 

Golf governing 
bodies start to 
reveal plans to 
curb distance

(AP) — Nearly a year after the “Distance Insights Project” 
declared that golfers are hitting the ball farther than ever, the 
game’s two governing bodies on Tuesday announced three 
proposed changes to equipment and testing standards.

Bryson DeChambeau might be interested in one of them.

One of the proposed changes includes a local rule that could 
limit the length of the shaft to no more than 46 inches, down 
from 48 inches. DeChambeau has been testing a 48-inch driv-
er, though he has yet to use it in competition.

The USGA and R&A also proposed slight changes to how 
golf balls are tested for the overall distance standard and how 
drivers are tested to measure how much of a trampoline effect 
they have on impact.

The comment period for the shaft limit ends on March 4, 
while the deadline for comments on proposed test changes for 
golf balls and drivers is Aug. 2. In other words, any changes 
are still a long way off.

The original plan was to publish a specific set of research 
topics related to distance last spring, but the USGA and R&A 
put that on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the update Tuesday, they mentioned six “areas of inter-
est” to explore, the first step in deciding whether to propose 
new rules. That included a local rule that would be available if 
tournaments wanted clubs or golf balls that resulted in short-
er distances.

The areas of interest include reduction in the limit within 
the overall distance standard; performance and specifica-
tions of golf balls; reduction in the performance of drivers; 
and how much spin a golf club produces from all areas of the 
golf course.

Research is likely to take the remainder of the year. Mike 
Davis suggested as much when he announced last year he 
was stepping down as CEO of the USGA.

Paul Casey made a point two years ago of saying he would 
not be playing in the new Saudi International, citing his work 
with UNICEF and telling The Independent that he “would be 
a hypocrite” if he were paid to play there.

At the Saudi International on Tuesday, he said that after 
thinking about it the last two years, he learned UNICEF was 
not a political organization.

“Their focus is purely on the vulnerability of children 
around the world, and making sure they look after children 
around the world and doing everything they can to save 
them. And that’s important to me and that’s my focus with 
my charitable views and endeavors,” Casey said. “And so I 
was reminded that if you stay away, if you don’t engage, if you 
don’t talk, you don’t visit, then you’re merely kind of harden-
ing positions, and so that actually doesn’t do any good.”

Casey added: “I will hold my hand up and say that the posi-
tion I had two years ago was probably not the right position to 
have. And so that is why I am here.”

The Saudi International features Dustin Johnson among 
four of the top 10 in the world, making it the strongest regular 
European Tour field at least until the summer. Casey is com-
ing off a victory in Dubai as he makes a push to earn valuable 
Ryder Cup points.

The USGA is proceeding with the hallmark of its biggest 
championship by announcing sites for the first stage of quali-
fying for the U.S. Open.

Qualifying at the local and sectional levels had to be elim-
inated last year because of the pandemic and complications 
involving so many local golf associations putting on 18- and 
36-hole qualifiers from which roughly half of the U.S. Open 
field is determined.

The first stage of U.S. Open qualifying (18 holes) goes from 
April 26 through May 18 on 109 golf courses in 43 states and 
Canada. The next stage is 36-hole sectional qualifying. Those 
courses have not been announced. The U.S. Open is June 17-
20 at Torrey Pines in San Diego.

For the U.S. Women’s Open, the 36-hole qualifying will be 
held on 22 golf courses between April 26 and May 13. The U.S. 
Women’s Open, moved to December last year because of the 
pandemic, will be June 3-6 at Olympic Club in San Francisco.

Still to be determine is whether the USGA will stage inter-
national qualifying for the Women’s Open. Since 2014, such 
qualifiers have been held in England and Asia.

“That’s why I love the game. It throws punches at you, you 
throw punches at it and at the end of the day, hopefully you’re 
the one standing.” — Patrick Reed.

Penguins trying to take 
advantage of unexpected layoff

NEW YORK (AP) — Sidney 
Crosby loves playing hockey. The 
more games crammed together for 
the Pittsburgh Penguins longtime 
captain, the better.

Getting some unexpected time 
off after a COVID-19 outbreak 
among the New Jersey Devils 
forced their visit to Pittsburgh 
this week to be postponed is less 
than ideal. Then again, Crosby is 
well aware that nothing in a pan-
demic is ideal, so the Penguins 
will adapt on the fly and see how 
it goes.

The break gives Pittsburgh a 
chance to catch its breath fol-
lowing a whirlwind stretch both 
on the ice and off. The season’s 
first three weeks have brought 
the abrupt resignation of general 
manager Jim Rutherford, a steady 
stream of defensemen to the in-
jured list and now the first of 
what could very well be multiple 
COVID-19 interruptions.

Crosby admitted it’s rare to have 
so much “bunched together” but 
believes the Penguins — who are 
5-4-1 — have done a decent job of 
navigating things. Pittsburgh put 
together a five-game point streak 
last month despite falling behind 
in each contest and using a revolv-
ing door along the blue line thanks 
to injuries to regulars Marcus Pet-
tersson, Juusso Riikola, Brian Du-
moulin and Kris Letang.

Pittsburgh Penguins’ Pierre-Olivier Joseph celebrates the game winning goal by Sidney Crosby against New 
York Rangers’ Alexandar Georgiev (40) in an NHL hockey game Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021, in New York.  PHOTO BY 
BRUCE BENNETT/AP

discontinued as part of the fallout 
from a federal antitrust lawsuit 
brought against the NCAA by for-
mer UCLA basketball player Ed 
O’Bannon.

The NCAA Football video game 
did not identify players by name, 
but, instead, the game simulated 
teams and players as they played 
in real life.

The video game was part of a 
broad legal challenge and a judge 
ruled the NCAA had been in-
appropriately using the names, 
images and likenesses of college 
athletes. The NCAA, through its 
licensing partner, pulled out of the 
game during the trial. The game 
stopped being made and fans have 
been pining for it ever since.

The NCAA is in the process of 
trying to change its rules to per-
mit athletes to earn money from 
their names, images and like-
nesses, but there are hurdles and 
complications to getting that done 
— including a case to be heard by 
the U.S. Supreme Court later this 
year.

Last month the NCAA put on 
hold plans to pass legislation to 
allow NIL payments to athletes 
from third parties, with some lim-
itations, because of scrutiny from 

the Department of Justice. Mul-
tiple bills have been introduced 
in Congress that address college 
athletes and NIL rights, along 
with the NCAA’s ability to oversee 
the issue. Plus, numerous states 
have been acting on their own NIL 
bills, some scheduled to go into ef-
fect later this year.

Maybe most importantly, the 
Supreme Court will be hearing 
a case involving the NCAA and 
antitrust laws in the spring that 
could lead to sweeping changes or 
protect the status quo.

Earlier this week the NCAA 
filed a brief to the high court. The 
association is challenging a low-
er court ruling in a different case 
that said NCAA rules were not in 
line with antitrust laws.

“The NCAA and its member 
schools are committed to defend-
ing the rules that govern college 
sports — the same rules that create 
an environment where hundreds 
of thousands of student-athletes 
can receive the life-long benefits 
of a college education and com-
pete at the highest levels of their 
sport. We look forward to con-
tinuing to make our case before 
the Court,” said Donald Remy, the 
NCAA’s chief legal officer.

“Being down, trailing many 
times, being able to get back, it 
shows a lot of character, especially 
early in the season,” Crosby said. “I 
think that’s a positive sign.”

Coach Mike Sullivan has stressed 
to his players to “control the con-
trollables” while allowing there are 
circumstances at play over which 
the Penguins have no say at all. The 
postponements this week were due 
to what happened in New Jersey, 
not Pittsburgh. A blizzard prevent-
ed the Penguins from returning 
home on Monday night, forcing 
them to practice at Madison Square 
Garden on Tuesday.

The postponements mean the 
Penguins won’t play again until 
they visit the New York Islanders 
on Saturday. Having an extend-
ed break in a year when so many 
games are crammed together is un-
usual. Then again, what isn’t?

“I think just from a sheer mind-
set standpoint, it’s not anything 
our guys or our coaching staff ar-
en’t prepared for,” Sullivan said. 
“We have to expect inconvenience. 
We’ve got to expect uncontrollable 
circumstances are going to come 
our way and respond accordingly.”

The goal this week is to use the 
extended break to work on early 
issues, including a power-play that 
is struggling to develop any sense of 
rhythm. The Penguins are 23rd in 
the league, converting 13.9% of their 

opportunities with the man advan-
tage. Not exactly what they had in 
mind when they brought back for-
mer assistant Todd Reirden in the 
offseason to work with a group that 
includes some of the better play-
makers in the league in Crosby, Ev-
geni Maklin and Jake Guentzel.

Of course, that’s part of the prob-
lem. Sulliivan has been fighting 
a tug of war with his stars for the 
better part of his five-plus years on 
the bench. Too often they try for the 
pretty play instead of the simple 
one, a mindset that leads to fewer 
pucks on net and fewer opportuni-
ties for rebounds that could end up 
over the goal line.

“Players can have a tendency to 
think too much,” Sullivan said. “If 
you look at the personnel group 
we have, they’re at their best when 
they’re instinctive.”

Meaning, when they’re reacting 
and not overthinking things. It’s a 
delicate balance given the group’s 
respective talent level, but one Sul-
livan knows the Penguins need to 
find as they try to stay in the thick 
of what figures to be a highly com-
petitive East Division race.

“I think as far as what we can 
work on after 10 games (are) special 
teams and just generating a little bit 
more offensively,” Crosby said. “It 
comes down to execution when you 
get chances and just making sure 
you’re doing it consistently.”

CASEY’S EXPLANATION

U.S. OPEN IS OPEN AGAIN

FINAL WORD
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Photo of the Day  |  Throwback Wednesday Squad

The UConn’s women’s volleyball team faces the Temple University Owls at Gampel Pavilion on Friday Nov. 8, 2019. The match resulted in a 3-1 win for the Huskies.  FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAM-
PUS

Liquid Rises: The LCS and the 
Lock In tournament results

In the League of Legends Cham-
pionship Series, the top four 
teams of the preseason spent the 
weekend going head-to-head in 
the finals of the Lock In tourna-
ment to determine which team 
would win a monetary prize and 
money for a charity 
of their choice.  

The semifinals 
took place on Friday 
and Saturday and 
the finals were on 
Sunday. All three 
series were best-of-
fives, the first of the 
season for the LCS, 
as the quarterfinals 
were best-of-threes. 
Cloud9 faced off 
against 100 Thieves, 
while Evil Genius-
es battled against 
Team Liquid.  

The Cloud9 vs. 
100 Thieves series 
was a close one. It 
began with two im-
pressive wins by the 
Thieves, supported 
by impressive per-
formances by top 
laner Ssumday and 
jungler Closer, leav-
ing Cloud9 in an 0-2 
hole. 

Cloud9, though, 
fought back in the 
last three games, 
relying on their 
botlane of Zven 
and Vulcan, who 
both put up strong 
performances on 
champions like 
Miss Fortune and 
Tahm Kench. Zven 
was crowned as 
the player of the 
game in that series 
after two impres-
sive Miss Fortune 
games back-to-back 
in games four and 
five, where he had a combined 
KDA of 19-1-12 and earned two 
pentakills.  

In an interview after the series, 
Zven discussed the rocky start to 
the series, saying “I think we just 
played worse and they executed 
really well.”  

“Overall happy we won, but 
there’s so much to work on before 

by Ashton Stansel
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

we play against TL ... or, the win-
ner of TL/EG. Which is TL,” said 
Zven in the same interview, a pre-
diction that would prove very ac-
curate on Saturday. 

The match between Team Liq-
uid and Evil Geniuses was not, in 
any way, a close affair. Team Liq-
uid won in a dominating 3-0 fash-
ion, proving that Zven was pretty 
correct when saying he thought 

that it’d be them that Cloud9 was 
facing on Sunday.   

Jensen’s impressive perfor-
mance in the midlane was a large 
factor in TL’s victory, and despite 
the kill scores being close in Game 
1, it ended up 13 to 15 in TL’s favor. 
TL got every dragon, had a 10 to 1 
turret lead over EG by the end of 
the game and played well around 

their carries in order to secure the 
dominant win. 

On Sunday, Team Liquid once 
again leapt out to an early 0-2 lead 
in the series. They rode on cham-
pions like CoreJJ’s Leona or San-
torin’s Udyr enroute to two strong 
wins and a dominating lead going 
into game three.  

However, once again, Cloud9 
seemed to find their footing in 

game three. They fought back, 
drafting a powerful jungler in Olaf 
and giving Vulcan his Tahm Kench 
alongside Zven’s Senna. The bot-
lane and jungle combination made 
up for midlaner Perkz going 5-5-8 
on his Zoe, as top laner Fudge put 
on one of his best performances of 
the tournament on Malphite.  

Game four was more of the same; 

Hendrick 
signs 2 
sponsors 
for Kyle 
Larson’s 
return to 
NASCAR

(AP) — Hendrick Motorsports 
signed its first two sponsors for 
Kyle Larson, a promising sign as 
the driver attempts to rebuild his 
image after his use of a racial slur 
derailed his promising career.

Cincinnati Inc., a machine tool 
maker, and heavy-duty truck 
manufacturer Freightliner will be 
the primary sponsors of Larson’s 
new No. 5 Chevrolet for two rac-
es each in 2021. Both companies, 
existing Hendrick partners, will 
also be full-time associate spon-
sors for Larson.

Rick Hendrick signed Larson 
late last year in an attempt to give 
Larson a second chance. The driv-
er was expected to be NASCAR’s 
top 2020 free agent but lost his job 
and all his sponsors after Larson 
used a racial slur while racing on-
line in April.

Larson was suspended the re-
mainder of the NASCAR season 
but used the time educating him-
self on racial justice, volunteering 
with various causes and rebuild-
ing his career.

Hendrick is willing to fund 
Larson himself but believes com-
panies will realign with the driv-
er once he’s shown he grew from 
his error. He said the team will 
show its appreciation to Cincin-
nati and Freightliner “with high 
performance on and off the race-
track.”

“NASCAR has tremendous mo-
mentum going into 2021, and Kyle 
and the No. 5 crew will certainly 
be one of the most exciting teams 
to watch this year,” the team own-
er said.

Cincinnati joined Hendrick Mo-
torsports in 2019 with a 10-year 
agreement and is the “Official 
Metal Fabrication and Additive 
Equipment Provider” of the orga-
nization. Freightliner has been a 
Hendrick partner since 2004, has 
a contract through 2023 but will 
be a primary sponsor for the first 
time in the deal with Larson.

Zven and Vulcan performed well 
in the bot lane, this time on Kaisa 
and Leona, and Blaber brought 
out Udyr, a powerful champion in 
the meta right now, to help guide 
Cloud9 to their second game five 
after being down 0-2 in three days.  

Game five was the one that 
would decide it all. While the se-
ries and the tournament have no 
bearing on the rest of the season, 

starting off your 
season with a vic-
tory can be a big 
motivator, especial-
ly a victory in such 
a hard-fought se-
ries over the team 
that is expected to 
be right there at the 
top with you.  

And yet in 
game five, Cloud9 
couldn’t finish the 
reverse sweep. 
Team Liquid came 
back with a bang, 
finally finding the 
form they’d been 
missing in games 
three and four. 
They secured the 
Udyr this time, part 
of a strong draft 
that found Alphari 
a gangplank for the 
toplane and gave 
CoreJJ his very, 
very good Nautilus.  

Team Liquid 
dominated game 
five, securing 
themselves first 
place in the Lock 
In tournament and 
probably first spot 
in everyone’s rank-
ings going into the 
start of the true 
LCS season.  

Team Liquid’s 
botlaner, Tactical, 
remarked after 
the series that he 
“didn’t expect the 
first two games to 
be as one-sided as 
they ended up.” 

Perhaps that’s what cost Cloud9 
the series, those first two games 
that they couldn’t get back no mat-
ter how well they played in three 
and four. Or maybe, on Sunday, 
Team Liquid was just the better 
team. Either way, they’ll start the 
spring split as the team whom ev-
eryone wants to knock off their 
pedestal. 

 This past weekend, teams competed in the NCS finals.   PHOTO COURTESY OF LUCIE LIZ VIA PEXELS
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Angels suspend Mickey Callaway 
after behavior allegations

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Pitching coach Mickey Callaway 
was suspended by the Los Ange-
les Angels on Tuesday after alle-
gations of inappropriate behav-
ior toward several women who 
work in sports media.

The Angels announced their 
decision a day after the allega-
tions against the former New 
York Mets manager appeared in 
a report by The Athletic.

The team “will work closely 
with MLB to conduct a full in-
vestigation,” Angels spokesper-
son Marie Garvey said.

A person with knowledge of 
the Angels’ decision to suspend 
Callaway says the coach has de-
nied wrongdoing, which means 
he can’t be fired for cause under 
California labor law without a 
full investigation of the allega-
tions against him. The investiga-
tion by the Angels and Major 
League Baseball will be-
gin swiftly, and could 
be completed this 
month.

The person spoke 
to The Associated 
Press on condition 
of anonymity be-
cause MLB isn’t 
making details of 
the investigation 
public.

Callaway joined 
the Angels in 
October 2019, 
three weeks af-
ter he was fired 
by the Mets fol-
lowing two years 
in charge. Before 
that, the former ma-
jor league pitcher 
spent five seasons as 
the Cleveland Indians’ 
pitching coach.

The five women who 
spoke to The Athletic 
on condition of 
a n o n y m i t y 
g a v e 

This 2020 file photo shows Los 
Angeles Angels pitching coach 
Mickey Callaway. Callaway, 
former manager of the New York 
Mets and current Los Angeles 
Angels pitching coach, “aggres-
sively pursued” several women 
who work in sports media and 
sent three of them inappropriate 

photos, The Athletic reported 
Monday, Feb. 1, 2021.

BOTH PHOTOS BY AP

detailed accounts of 
multiple instances of 
aggressive, inappro-
priate acts by Calla-
way over five years 
while he was em-
ployed by three teams.

Callaway sent unin-
vited and sometimes 
unanswered messag-
es to the women via 
email, text or social 
media and asked one 
to send nude photos 
in return, according 
to the report. He often comment-
ed on their appearance in a way 
that made them uncomfortable 
and on one occasion “thrust his 
crotch near the face of a report-
er” while she interviewed him.

Another time, he told one of 
the women he’d share informa-

tion about the 
Mets if 

s h e 

got drunk with him, the report 
said. More than one woman re-
ceived a shirtless selfie or sev-
eral from him, and one said he 
massaged her shoulders in the 
dugout when he thought nobody 
was watching, according to the 
report.

Two of the women said they 
had been warned about Calla-
way’s behavior by fellow media 
members and others in baseball, 
The Athletic said.

The report came two weeks 
after ESPN detailed sexually ex-
plicit, uninvited text messages 
and images sent by former Mets 
general manager Jared Porter to 
a female reporter in 2016 when 
he was working for the Chicago 

Cubs in their front office. Por-
ter was fired by the Mets the 
following morning, and Ma-
jor League Baseball planned 

to investigate him.
Mets President Sandy Al-

derson, who hired Porter, was 
GM of the team when Calla-

way was hired.

Tokyo Olympic 
organizers reiterate ‘we 
will hold the games’

TOKYO (AP) — The president 
of the Tokyo Olympic organizing 
committee had a simple message 
Tuesday for fellow members of Ja-
pan’s ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party.

The games will happen.
“No matter what situation would 

be with the coronavirus, we will 
hold the games,” Yoshiro Mori, 
who is also a former Japanese 
prime minister, told lawmakers. 
“We should pass on the discussion 
of whether we will 
hold the games or 
not, but instead 
discuss how we 
should hold it.”

Mori has been 
the main cheer-
leader for several 
weeks in Japan, 
backed in Swit-
zerland by Inter-
national Olympic 
Committee Presi-
dent Thomas Bach 
as reports have 
swirled that the 
Olympics might be 
canceled.

The IOC has ag-
gressively pushed 
back and says the 
Olympics will 
open on July 23 
with 11,000 ath-
letes and tens 
of thousands of 
judges, offi  cials, 
media, broad-
casters, sponsors 
and VIPs. The 
Paralympics follow on Aug. 24 with 
4,400 athletes.

A decision about fans at venues 
is to be made in the spring, but it 
seems likely that fans from abroad 
will be excluded.

Recent polls show about 80% 
of the Japanese public believe the 
games should be — or will be — 
canceled or postponed again. Orga-
nizers must convince them that the 
Olympics will happen and will be 
safe in a country that has controlled 
COVID-19 better than most.

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga 
on Tuesday extended for another 
month a state of emergency order 
for Tokyo and nine prefectures. 
The original order went into force 
on Jan. 7 during a strong surge in 
new cases. Cases have been declin-

Japan’s Olympics Minister Seiko Hashimoto delivers a speech at the 
beginning of a meeting on the preparation of the Tokyo Olympics and 
Paralympics at the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) headquarters in 
Tokyo, Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021. PHOTO BY KAZUHIRO NOGI/AP

Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games Organising Committee President 
Yoshiro Mori, center, delivers a speech at a beginning of a meeting on 
the preparation for the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics at the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) headquarters in Tokyo, Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021. 
PHOTO BY KAZUHIRO NOGI/AP

ing, but the coming Olympics leave 
no margin for error.

“The biggest problem is the way 
Japanese people see the Olympics 
now,” Mori said. “And secondly, 
how we should proceed with the 
preparations for the games while 
combating the coronavirus. These 
two points are our primary fo-
cus.”

Tokyo organizers and the IOC 
are rolling out their “Playbooks” 
on Wednesday. These are step-by-

step rule books for 
athletes, offi  cials, 
members of inter-
national federa-
tions and others 
that explain what 
to do before leav-
ing home. They 
will detail testing 
in Japan, frequen-
cy of tests, rules 
for social distanc-
ing and strict rules 
of conduct until 
departing Japan.

Mori also de-
fended the torch 
relay, which starts 
on March 25 in 
northern Japan 
and will crisscross 
the country for 
four months with 
10,000 runners 
headed to Tokyo. 
There was early 
talk of scrapping 
the event, but 
heavy sponsorship 
by Coca-Cola and 

Toyota made that diffi  cult.
“Basically, shortening — like 

changing from three days to two 
days, or one day, is out of the ques-
tion,” Mori said. “What I am saying 
is that we are aiming to fi nd a way 
to avoid close contact (during the 
event).”

Olympic Minister Seiko 
Hashimoto, a former Olympian 
and a bronze medalist, said athletes 
are caught in the middle. Most go 
to only one Olympics and are now 
distracted with rumors of cancella-
tion.

“Athletes are under mentally 
challenging conditions, asking 
themselves if it is OK,” she said. 
“The government has to make sure 
to get rid of such concerns for the 
athletes.”

On Baseball: MLB work stoppage 
in 2022 increasingly likely

NEW YORK (AP) — A work stop-
page at the start of spring training 
2022 seems increasingly likely after 
baseball players refused to negotiate 
with owners over a one-month delay 
for this spring training and regular 
season.

The breakdown Monday came 
after the sides were unable to reach 
a deal last June over the start of the 
pandemic-shortened 2021 season, 
although they did work out an open-
ing-day agreement for expanded 
2020 playoff s.

With the collective bargaining 
agreement set to expire Dec. 1, it is 
not hard to envision management 
instituting a lockout for baseball’s 
fi rst work stoppage since the 7 
1/2-month strike that wiped out the 
1994 World Series.

“I hope we don’t have a work stop-
page. I hope we are able to play,” All-
Star third baseman Nolan Arenado 
said Tuesday during his introduc-
tory news conference following his 
trade to St. Louis from Colorado. “I 
think both sides want to play, and 
especially with this 2020 season and 
it got delayed and all the things that 
are going on in the country, it proba-
bly wouldn’t be very good if we had a 
stoppage.

Baseball had fi ve strikes and three 
lockouts from 1972-95, losing 86 reg-
ular-season games at the start of the 
1972 season, 713 during midseason in 
1981 and 669 games during the fi nal 
two months of 1994, a stoppage that 
cut 1995 schedules from 162 games 
per team to 144.

Whatever ability to work together 
that developed after the last stoppage 
has dissipated, largely because union 
head Tony Clark, his staff  and players 
believe economics have tilted toward 
owners and clubs during the labor 
contracts agreed to in 2011 and 2016.

Those agreements saw luxury tax 
rates increase and restraints imposed 
on signing bonuses for amateurs, 

while among the objectives players 
gained included increases in min-
imum salaries, earlier off season 
deadlines, a decease in team com-
pensation for the loss of free agents 
and clubs assuming the cost of club-
house food spreads.

Players have seethed in recent 
years over the way teams have de-
layed callups of rookie stars to de-
lay eligibility for free agency and 
sometimes salary arbitration, while 
teams say it is their right to deter-
mine when players are ready for the 
major leagues.

Baseball Commissioner Rob Man-
fred claims teams combined to lose 
$2.7 billion to $3 billion during the 
pandemic. Payrolls even before last 
year’s regular-season without fans 
stayed in a historic narrow range of 
$4.24 billion in 2017, $4.23 billion in 

2018 and $4.22 billion in 2019, then 
dropped to $1.75 billion last year, 
when players received 37% of sala-
ries due to the 60-game schedule.

Players view club large-scale re-
building as tanking. Both sides are 
troubled by regular-season atten-
dance that dropped from 73.76 mil-
lion in 2016 to 68.49 million in 2019.

Scott Boras, who negotiated more 
than $1.2 billion in contracts during 
the 2019-20 off season, says the loss-
es will contribute toward an agree-
ment next off season. Boras is the 
sport’s most infl uential agent, with 
clients Zack Britton, Gerrit Cole, 
James Paxton and Max Scherzer 
fi lling four of the eight seats on the 
union’s executive subcommittee, 
which also includes Jason Castro, 
Francisco Lindor, Andrew Miller 
and Marcus Semien.

FILE - In this July 24, 2020 file photo, empty seats are viewed in Busch 
Stadium as St. Louis Cardinals starting pitcher Jack Flaherty throws 
in the first inning baseball game against the Pittsburgh Pirates in St. 
Louis. Major League Baseball players rejected a proposal to delay 
the start of spring training and the season due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, vowing Monday, Feb. 1, 2021, to report under the original 
schedule. PHOTO BY JEFF ROBERSON/AP

The International 
Olympic Committee 

has aggresssively 
pushed against 

cancelling or 
postponing the 

Olympics, and says: 
The Olympics 

will open on July 
23 with 11,000 

athletes and tens 
of thousands 

of judges, 
officials, media, 

broadcasters, 
sponsors and 

VIPS.



This past Saturday, it was an-
nounced that the Los Angeles 
Rams and Detroit Lions would 
be  trading their fi rst-overall pick 
quarterbacks, Jared Goff  and Mat-
thew Staff ord, respectively. In that 
trade, the Lions also would acquire 
fi rst-round picks in 2022 and 2023 
as well as a third-round pick for 
2022. Obviously, this is a huge shift-
ing of the guard for both teams as 
they will move on from franchise 
quarterbacks to a new face under 
center, one for a playoff  push and 
another to rebuild around.  

Although this transaction can-
not be offi  cial until the off season 
offi  cially kicks off  in the middle 
of March, one question does hang 
on everyone’s mind: Who won? In 
this edition of Point/Counterpoint, 
campus correspondents Evan Ro-
driguez and Cole Stefan will de-
bate over who really won this huge 
trade. 

Cole: Let me summarize this trade 
in two words for fans everywhere. 
Highway Robbery. The reason be-
ing is that there just has not been as 
much consistency as there used to 
be with Staff ord, and the haul in re-
turn seems hefty. This past season, 
Staff ord posted his fi rst 4,000 yard 
season since 2017 and played every 
game for the fi rst time since 2018. 
Although impressively decent this 
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept
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Poor Rob Poor Rob is just looking for girl. 
Too bad we found you here buddy
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UConn Volleyball
@UConnVB
Congrats to Caylee Parker on being 
named to the BIG EAST Weekly Honor 
Roll!

Chicco Nacion 
@chicco_n
Former UConn big man Josh Boone is 
part of Team USA’s roster

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Men’s Hockey
Saturday

6 2

Women’s Basketball, Wednesday, 
6:30 p.m.

Gampel Pavilion

Women’s Basketball, Wednesday, 

vs.

Men’s Basketball, Saturday, 
12:00 p.m.

Gampel Pavilion

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Women’s Basketball Preview: UConn back at home, 
looking to build new winning streak vs. St. John’s

This Wednesday, Feb. 3, The 
UConn Huskies (11-1, 9-0 Big East) 
will play host to the St. John’s Red 
Storm (5-9, 2-7 Big East) at 6:30 
p.m. Eastern at the Harry A. Gam-
pel Pavilion.  

The Huskies have historical-
ly had success against St. John’s, 
particularly in recent years. UCo-
nn is 40-17 all-time against the Red 
Storm, with nine wins in their last 
10 meetings, including three in a 
row prior to Wednesday’s match-
up. Both teams are currently on a 
one-game winning streak.  

UConn can be very stout de-
fensively (53.5 points-allowed-
per-game), but head coach Geno 
Auriemma, who is seeking more 
consistency on that end, is not sat-
isfi ed just yet. 

“Our defense is not anywhere 
near where it needs to be for us 
to be a championship [caliber] 
team,” he said. “But we still have 
time to get better at it.” 

The Huskies off ense has been 
more consistent this season. Their 
86.5 points-scored-per-game and 
53% shooting percentage are both 
excellent, especially when paired 
with good defense. Much of the 
off ense for the Huskies has come 
from their star guards, freshman 
Paige Bueckers and junior Chris-

by Benjamin Berg
STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

Point/Counterpoint: Who won the Matthew Stafford-Jared Goff trade?

tyn Williams. Bueckers, who is av-
eraging 18.5 points and 5.7 assists-
per-game was named this week’s 
Big East Freshman of the Week for 
the sixth time since her fi rst career 
game less than two months ago. 
Meanwhile, Williams (16.8 points) 
was on this week’s Big East Wom-
en’s Basketball Weekly Honor 
Roll. The two have combined for 
94 points in the past two games.  

The thing that’s impressed 
Auriemma the most is her poise 
under pressure in such a young 
career. According to Auriemma, 
this poise supports her ability to 
control the game and involve her 
teammates in the action. “She’s 
pretty consistent in her approach. 
She doesn’t get too far ahead of 
herself. She doesn’t get bogged 
down in what happened the pre-
vious play,” he said. “She’s got a 
great tempo. There’s not any part 
of the game she feels uncomfort-
able in. That’s kind of rare for a 
freshman. She’s got command of 
the court. She has the ability to 
raise the level of [her teammates’] 
game.” 

For St. John’s, their offense goes 
through sophomore Leilani Cor-
rea (18.8 points) and senior Qa-
dashah Hoppie (18.0 points). No 
other player on St. John’s is aver-
aging double-digit scoring. UCo-
nn’s main goal defensively will 
be stopping the Red Storm’s top 
scorers.  

year, is Staff ord really worth two 
fi rst round picks if he might be past 
his prime? The third-round pick I 
can see, but two fi rsts for a 32-year-
old quarterback? Surprising to say 
the least. I understand the Rams 
are willing to go all-in if they want 
to win another Super Bowl title — 
look at their strong defense — but 
getting Staff ord, a veteran currently 
with no playoff  wins? I am not sure 
if this is the right move the Rams 
could make to get a quarterback 
that can contest against other elite 
quarterbacks such as Russell Wil-
son and Tom Brady, among others. 
In addition, Staff ord has had a lot 
of injury problems from wrist to 
back injuries, and only time will 
tell if Staff ord’s injuries are going 
to hurt him. These injuries could 

also prove if Staff ord might be past 
his prime, and if they are, then the 
Rams are in trouble off ensively un-
til they can draft in the fi rst round 
again.  

Evan: As stated before, Matthew 
Staff ord had a great year this past 
season and the Rams are truly 
banking on that. If I’m the Rams 
with all this talent, I would go for a 
quarterback who could truly make 
use of all the weapons on this team. 
Goff  simply wasn’t doing that for 
Los Angeles. With Staff ord, he 
can now prove himself on a team 
that truly cares about him and will 
surround him with a great defense 
headlined by Aaron Donald and 
some great receivers in Cooper 
Kupp and Robert Woods. Staff ord 

is in the most optimal conditions 
in Los Angeles and if he’s able to 
do just as well or even better than 
his years in Detroit, he’s proving to 
everyone that the Rams made the 
right trade. While there were other 
great quarterbacks on the market 
such as Deshaun Watson, the trade 
package would have been a bit too 
much for Los Angeles, who are in a 
“win now” mode and are unwilling 
to part with any valuable pieces on 
the team. Staff ord is a great pickup 
for what they gave up and I truly 
believe that this makes them a com-
petitor in a tough NFC conference. 

Cole: In addition to the haul that 
was given up to get Staff ord in their 
eff orts to win now, I also want to 
look at what the Lions will be do-
ing in terms of rebuilding again. It 
is indeed true that Staff ord made 
household names out of Marvin 
Jones, Kenny Golladay and most 
importantly, Calvin Johnson. Goff  
kind of did the same thing to Kupp 
and Woods this previous season. 
Perhaps this is where Goff  takes 
that next step in his game and 
proves why he was worthy of the 
fi rst overall pick. Goff  will also like-
ly pass the ball more often (12th in 
passing yards in 2020) than he did 
in LA due to the Lions’ running 
game being just okay (25th in yards 
per rush), whether it is De’Andre 
Swift or veteran Adrian Peterson as 
well as the decent number of receiv-
ing options he has. Plus, Goff  can 
continue to develop his skills under 
new head coach Dan Campbell and 
new OC Anthony Lynn. But more 
importantly, the Lions now have 

by Cole Stefan 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

and Evan Rodriguez
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
evan.2.rodriguez@dailycampus.com

plenty of draft picks (fi ve in the fi rst 
round the next three years) to sup-
plement their talent and hope that 
they can fi nd consistent success. 
This could also be like the Laremy 
Tunsil trade in Houston that even-
tually led to the Dolphins (who 
nearly made the playoff s at 10-6) 
getting the third overall pick after 
the Texans decided to go all-in for 
the 2019 season. This is a huge risk 
here that will backfi re on the Rams 
if everything goes wrong. Some-
how, just watch the Lions nearly 
make the playoff s in a few seasons. 

Evan: While the Lions truly did 
need the picks as they are in rebuild 
mode, Matthew Staff ord is much 
more valuable to the Rams in this 
scenario. The Rams are still very 
successful, as they made the Super 
Bowl just two years ago in 2019. It’s 
clear that Staff ord will help rein-
vigorate an off ense that was only 
19th in the league in touchdowns 
per game, but fi rst in fewest yards 
allowed per game on the defensive 
end. Even with the few off ensive 
weapons that Staff ord was given in 
Detroit, the Lions were still able to 
perform better than Los Angeles. 
Goff  just wasn’t the right fi t on that 
team and I strongly believe he may 
not be the right fi t as a starter in 
Detroit either. Looking at Staff ord, 
while we know he will make use of 
Robert Woods and Cooper Kupp, 
he will defi nitely appreciate rush-
ing weapons in Malcom Brown or 
Cam Akers this year. It’s sure to be 
an interesting year watching Staf-
ford dominate in a new role in Los 
Angeles. 

After a rough start in the first half, the UConn women’s basketball team dominated the second half against 
Tennessee 60-45 on January 23, 2020. Crystal Dangerfield led the Huskies with 14 points. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY 
CAMPUS

PHOTO BY SCOTT EKLUND/AP
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