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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 5:21 p.m. on March 4

*positive test results

74

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

179

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

Friday, March 5, 2021

205

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

179

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

UConn to explore in-person
graduation ceremony for
2020, 2021 classes

Texas to reopen, vaccines
for 300 million to be ready
by May, Biden says

by Samuel Katz

by Colin Piteo

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

On Thursday, University of
Connecticut President Thomas
Katsouleas announced the possibility of in-person graduation
ceremonies for the classes of
2020 and 2021, contingent on the
completion of an interest survey
and the COVID-19 guidelines
come May.
While an in-person graduation
ceremony is not set in stone, the
university hopes to provide a
more traditional commencement

ceremony for this year’s senior
class, as well as the most recent
graduating class, which had an
online ceremony due to the presence of COVID-19.
“This year, we are exploring
the possibility of holding in-person ceremonies. We want to
know your opinion on this and
understand the level of interest
among students to participate
in an in-person ceremony before moving forward,” Katsouleas wrote, providing a link to
a survey for eligible students to
fill out. The survey will close on
March 10.

While an in-person commencement will provide students of both the current and
previous graduating class the
chance to experience a normal
graduation from UConn, Katsouleas has stated any event
organized will be following the
public health guidelines of Connecticut.
As of March 4, this will mean
any indoors graduation venue
will be at 50% capacity, or held
outdoors. Masks and social distancing will be required for all
parties.

“This year, we are exploring the possibility of holding inperson ceremonies. We want to know your opinion on this and
understand the level of interest among students to participate
in an in-person ceremony before moving forward.”
PRESIDENT THOMAS KATSOULEAS

Free speech petition discussion continues in USG

National News

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
colin.piteo@uconn.edu

President Biden announced on
Tuesday the U.S. is on track to provide vaccination for all adults in
the country by the end of May. This
announcement was a consequence
of the newly Food and Drug Administration-approved Johnson
and Johnson vaccine, which only
requires one shot, rather than two,
as well as a manufacturing deal
with the drugmaker Merck.
Through use of the Defense Production Act, two Merck facilities
are being outfitted to produce the
Johnson and Johnson vaccine in
greater supply.
President Biden also announced
his administration’s plan to get at
least one shot into the arms of educators by the end of March. This
was part of a broader plan to reopen the nation’s schools.
Amid the vaccine news, Texas governor Greg Abbott announced his state would rescind
all COVID-19 restrictions beginning March 10, meaning the state
will no longer have a mask mandate and business will be allowed
to operate at 100% capacity. The

governor announced his decision
via executive order live as well as
on Twitter.
“I just announced Texas is
OPEN 100%. EVERYTHING. I
also ended the statewide mask
mandate,” Abbott said via Twitter.
According to the Dallas Morning News, Gov. Abbott cited growing vaccination rates and falling
hospitalization rates as reasoning
for lifting Texas restrictions.
Pandemic experts, including
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the Director of
the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and
public health adviser to the president, have criticized the decision
as “ill-advised” and “inexplicable”
per an interview conducted by
CNN.
President Biden also added that
he thought the actions taken by the
Governors of Texas and Mississippi were disappointing and concerning as the U.S. fights to beat
the pandemic.
“The last thing we need is Neanderthal thinking that in the
meantime, everything’s fine, take
off your mask and forget it, it still
matters” President Biden said,
adding, “it’s critical you follow the
science.”

Feel Good Friday:
Meet fellow Huskies
with pen pal program
by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

A petition calling for the adoption of a free speech measure called the ‘Chicago Statement’ in the University of Connecticut’s Undergraduate Student Government has emerged, and is causing controversey. PHOTO
COURTESY OF CHANGE.ORG

by Grace Mcfadden
ASSOCIATE DIGITAL EDITOR
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu

A recent petition for free speech
has proved to be controversial in
the Undergraduate Student Government at the University of Connecticut.
The petition, which was started
by sixth-semester economics major
Isadore Johnson, aims to have USG

“Part of a
university’s
mission is to
subject students’
preconceived
notions to harsh and
unrelenting scrutiny.”
ISADORE JOHNSON

For more...

adopt the ‘Chicago Statement.’ The
‘Chicago Statement’ is a statement
made by The Committee on Freedom of Expression at the University of Chicago in 2014 which pledges UChicago’s commitment to free
speech on the campus.
The online petition is a copy of
the legislation Johnson is looking
to have passed by USG. According
to Johnson, the petition was started
to demonstrate popular support for
the legislation. At time of publishing, Johnson’s petition has 157 signatures.
Johnson said he began working on the petition because he was
worried about the campus culture
being unwilling to hear new ideas.
“Part of a university’s mission is
to subject students’ preconceived
notions to harsh and unrelenting
scrutiny. Only by doing this, will
students learn to think critically,
and be conscious and engaged citizens of the world,” Johnson said.

dailycampus.com

“I believe that
giving someone a
platform to speak
even though you
know that their
words are hateful
and detrimental
to the community
is irresponsible,
and we have no
business specifically
protecting that kind
of speech.”
KAZI IQBAL
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See USG, p. 3
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The University of Connecticut
student-led organization, Huskies
International, has created a pen
pal program that allows UConn
students living in different geographical locations to connect with
each other, Sharon Spaulding,
Huskies International president
and sixth-semester mathematics
major, said.
Spaulding said the club has a
tradition of pairing up international and exchange members with
domestic members at the start of
every semester in a program called
Husky Mates. For this semester,
they are expanding the program
to all UConn students, including
those at different UConn campuses and those affiliated with UConn
through an exchange program.
“It’s an important part of our
goal, which is to provide ways for
international and domestic students to connect with one another
on campus in ways that aren’t primarily academic or school-related,” Spaulding said. “We thought
that during this time, it’d be fun
to extend the idea of Husky Mates
beyond students who are involved
with Huskies International to
other UConn students who might
want opportunities to connect
with other students in different
places.”
The Daily Campus
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UConn women’s soccer loses 2-1
to Providence

Once interested students fill
out a Google poll to be added to
the pen pal program, they are allowed to pick their own pen pal,
or even multiple pals, Spaulding
said. In a big Google doc, people can make introductory posts
saying a bit about themselves
and contact information. Others
can comment saying they have
similar interests and want to
connect. From there, it’s all up to
the pals.
“We have rules about respecting peoples’ privacy and only
contacting them with what info
they’ve put down, being respectful and courteous, no hate speech
and so on, but other than that we
don’t have any rules about what
people have to talk about or how
they have to communicate, we
thought it’d be fun to leave that
up to them,” Spaulding said.
“We do have an option for people
to be randomly assigned a pen
pal as well, if they’d prefer.”
Spaulding said Huskies International is planning a virtual
get-together with all of the pen
pals in the program so people
can have another opportunity to
meet one another.
“We’re trying to coordinate it
so that as many people can come
as possible, even with all the different time zones people may be
in,” she said.

See FEEL, p. 2

Tweet of the Day
Alex Putterman
@AlexPutterman
After a plateau recently, Connecticut
reports relatively encouraging COVID-19
numbers today. Seven-day positivity
rate now at 2.27%, lowest since Oct. 25.
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Senate takes up $1.9T relief Feel Good Friday:
bill with 51-50 vote
UConn pen pal
program
FEEL, cont. from p. 1

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to the media on Capitol Hill in Washington.

PHOTO BY

JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP PHOTO

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Senate voted by the slimmest of
margins Thursday to begin debating a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief
bill, after Democrats made eleventh-hour changes aimed at ensuring they could pull President
Joe Biden’s top legislative priority
through the precariously divided
chamber.
Democrats were hoping for Senate approval of the package before
next week, in time for the House
to sign off and get the measure to
Biden quickly. They were encountering opposition from Republicans
arguing that the measure’s massive
price tag ignored promising signs
that the pandemic and wounded
economy were turning around.
Democratic leaders made over a
dozen late additions to their package, reflecting their need to cement
unanimous support from all their
senators — plus Vice President Kamala Harris’ tie-breaking vote — to
succeed in the 50-50 chamber. It’s
widely expected the Senate will
approve the bill and the House will
whisk it to Biden for his signature
by mid-March, handing him a crucial early legislative victory.
The Senate’s 51-50 vote to start
debating the package, with Harris
pushing Democrats over the top,
underscored how they were navigating the package through Congress with virtually no margin for
error. In the House their majority is
a scrawny 10 votes.
The bill, aimed at battling the
killer virus and nursing the staggered economy back to health, will
provide direct payments of up to
$1,400 to most Americans. There’s
also money for COVID-19 vaccines
and testing, aid to state and local
governments, help for schools and
the airline industry, tax breaks for
lower-earners and families with

children, and subsidies for health
insurance.
“We are not going to be timid in
the face of a great challenge,” said
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y.
The new provisions offered items
appealing to all manner of Democrats. Progressives got money
boosting feeding programs, federal
subsidies for health care for workers who lose jobs, tax-free student
loans, and money for public broadcasting and consumer protection
investigations.
Moderates won funds for rural
health care, language assuring minimum amounts of money for smaller states and a prohibition on states
receiving aid using the windfalls to
cut taxes. And for everyone, there
was money for infrastructure, cultural venues, start-up companies
and afterschool programs.
Even with the late revisions,
there was a good chance lawmakers will make yet another one and
vote to pare back the bill’s $400
weekly emergency unemployment
benefits to $300.
That potential change could also
extend those emergency payments
another month, through September. It was described by aides and
a lobbyist who spoke on condition
of anonymity to describe internal
conversations.
Biden and Senate leaders had
agreed Wednesday to retain the
$400 weekly jobless payments included in the version of the relief
bill the House approved Saturday.
The reduction to $300 — which
seemed likely to occur once the
Senate begins a “vote-a-rama” on
scores of amendments later this
week — seemed to reflect a need
to secure support from moderate
Democrats.
It also left House Speaker Nancy
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Pelosi, D-Calif., the task of keeping
her chamber’s numerous progressives on board. Liberals already
suffered a blow when their No. 1
priority — a federal minimum wage
increase to $15 hourly that was included in the House package — was
booted from the bill in the Senate
for violating the chamber’s rules
and for lack of moderates’ support.
In another bargain that satisfied
moderates, Biden and Senate Democrats agreed Wednesday to tighten eligibility for the direct checks
to individuals. The new provision
completely phases out the $1,400
payments for individuals earning
at least $80,000 and couples making $160,000, well lower than the
original ceilings.
“My hope is they don’t screw
around with it too much,” Rep. Jim
McGovern, D-Mass., said of the
Senate in an interview. “If they do
there could be some problems.”
Congress wants to send the bill
to Biden before March 14, when a
previous round of emergency benefits for people tossed out of work
by the pandemic expires.
As soon as the Senate began considering the bill, Sen. Ron Johnson,
R-Wis., forced the chamber’s clerks
to begin reading the entire 628page measure aloud. He said earlier that he was doing it to “shine the
light on this abusive and obscene
amount of money.”
Schumer said Johnson would
“accomplish little more than a few
sore throats for the Senate clerks.”
Asked about GOP delays, Biden
told reporters he’s talked to Republican lawmakers and added, “We’re
keeping everybody informed.”
Biden met last month with Republican senators who offered a plan
one-third the size of Democrats’
proposal, and there have been no
signs since of serious talks.

So far, the pen pals have been
writing lots of introductory posts,
Spaulding said. She said she has
seen lots of activity on the Google doc. Personally, she has been
writing emails to her pen pal.
“I have a pen pal who is an exchange student taking UConn
classes this semester from her
home country, and we’ve been
sending each other longer letter-style emails just getting to
know each other, comparing what
the pandemic has been like for
each of us in our own countries,
and sharing poems,” she said.
Spaulding said UConn has
many different worlds of people
and it is a key part of the college
experience to meet individuals
who perceive the world differently.
“I think one of the best parts
of college is finding and creating your own smaller worlds
inside of that larger community
but I also think that it’s essential to connect with people outside of that in meaningful ways,”
Spaulding said. “I actually think

Dallas police officer
charged with
arranging 2 killings
DALLAS (AP) — A Dallas police officer was arrested Thursday
on two counts of capital murder,
more than a year and a half after
a man told investigators that he
kidnapped and killed two people
at the officer’s instruction in 2017,
authorities said.
Bryan Riser, a 13-year veteran of
the force, was arrested Thursday
morning and taken to the Dallas
County Jail for processing, according to a statement from the police
department. A lawyer for him
couldn’t immediately be identified.
Riser was arrested in the unconnected killings of Liza Saenz, 31,
and Albert Douglas, 61, after a man
came forward in August 2019 and
told police he had kidnapped and
killed them at Riser’s direction, police Chief Eddie Garcia said during
a news conference. He said investigators don’t know the motives for
the killings, but that they were not
related to Riser’s police work.
Garcia did not explain why Riser was arrested nearly 20 months
after the witness came forward,
and police did not immediately respond to questions about the timing. Riser joined the department
in 2008, and Garcia acknowledged
that he had been patrolling Dallas
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it’s a wasted opportunity to be a
part of a diverse community and
to not interact with people who
might spend their time differently, think differently or who have
had very different life experiences from you!”
Caitlin Jones, Huskies International treasurer and fourth-semester pathobiology major, said
the pen pal program allows students to interact with new people
that they might not have otherwise due to the pandemic.
“In my opinion, it is so important for students to have somewhere to be able to connect with
each other especially in times like
this,” Jones said. “Huskies International has always focused on
bringing students together and I
am so excited to be a part of the
extension we have created this
semester to continue to connect
students, despite not having everyone meeting on campus.”
For students who are still interested in joining the pen pal program, they can do so by filling out
the Google poll featured in this
week’s Daily Digests, Spaulding
said.

while under investigation for the
killings.
The chief stressed that his homicide division and the FBI were still
investigating the killings and said
the department was reviewing
Riser’s arrests.
Saenz’s body was pulled from
the Trinity River in southwest Dallas on March 10, 2017, with several bullet wounds, the chief said.
Douglas was reported missing
that year and his body hasn’t been
found.
Three people were previously
arrested and charged with capital
murder in Saenz’s killing, according to an affidavit for Riser’s arrest.
It does not identify any of them by
name.
One of them allegedly told police
that he and Riser were involved in
burglaries when they were young.
They more recently hatched a plan
to rob drug stash houses, but they
didn’t follow through with it, according to the affidavit.
Instead, the man told investigators that Riser offered to pay him
a total of $9,500 to kidnap and
kill Douglas and later Saenz. Both
were shot and their bodies were
dumped in the river, according to
the court record.
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USG in heated debate over free Powell: Higher
speech petition supporting the inflation temporary,
no rate hikes in sight
‘Chicago Statement’
USG, cont. from p. 3
“In practice, this means people
should not expect to feel intellectually comfortable in college.”
Johnson said he started writing
about this issue in the fall of 2020,
and then developed the legislation
with the help of junior Student
Body President Michael Hernández. For Hernández, the Chicago
Statement was a key part of his
campaign in fall 2020.
“I was inspired to pursue a free
speech bill during my campaign for
president after hearing concerns
from students about the suppression of speech based on their political orientation. I made the Chicago
Statement one of the three pillars of
campaign along with mental health
and institutional change,” Hernández said.
Hernández said part of the motivation for the creating the legislation was fear around marginalized
voices being silenced.
“In our view, free speech is more
than a right. It is also a value, and
given the lack of civil discourse in
the current political context of the
country it is more important than
ever for students to reaffirm this
value,” Hernández said. “I care
about free speech because I grew
up in a country without free speech
and I understand that we are privileged in this country to be able to
enjoy that right.”
As for why going through USG
in particular, Johnson said he was
worried about the environment of
the organization, and whether it
was representative of the will of its
constituents.

“There have been three presidents of USG in the last academic
year. That’s a sign that there’s serious cultural problems behind the
scenes,” Johnson said.
This legislation has not gone
without pushback, however. Kazi
Iqbal is a fourth-semester music
education major and a candidate
for School of Fine Arts senator
in an uncontested race. Iqbal is
one of the students affiliated with
USG who opposes the legislation.
Iqbal said he sees some merits in
the argument presented in the free
speech legislation, specifically that
USG should address internal cultural issues.
“There are some legitimate concerns brought up by the discourse
around this bill. Some people have
argued that USG has been a closedoff, elitist organization, and I agree
with that wholeheartedly,” Iqbal
said.
That being said, Iqbal had hesitations about the true motivations
of the bill.
“Given the timing and the authors of this bill, I think that it is
simply an attempt to undermine
the atmosphere that USG is trying
to create especially after multiple
acts of hate around campus,” Iqbal
said.
According to the Dean of Students’ Office, on Feb. 18, a swastika
was found on the wall of a bathroom in the biophysics building.
On Feb. 19, a racial slur was found
written on a bathroom wall in the
same building.
The number of bias related-incidents at UConn has increased
every year in the past four years,

according to WFSB.
Iqbal also pointed to recent problems within USG as a contributing
factor as to why he opposes this
bill.
“The authors of this bill argue
that disagreeing with defunding
UCPD and similar opinions does
not constitute racism. But, they
also argue that when someone bias
reports a senator for saying that
‘All Lives Matter is not racist,’ or
denounces them for saying that all
speech, including hate speech, is
free speech, those actions suddenly
constitute censorship,” Iqbal said.
Johnson referenced similar issues as indicative of the necessity
for the bill.
“One of my friends who was a
part of the senate, was removed for
several months for claiming that
‘All Lives Matter’ was not necessarily racist. He didn’t make a claim
threatening anybody, and yet was
punished with impunity, and little
regard for constitutional protections,” Johnson said.
For Iqbal, the drawbacks of the
legislation outweigh the positives,
especially in light of the recent bias
incidents.
“I believe that giving someone a
platform to speak even though you
know that their words are hateful
and detrimental to the community is irresponsible, and we have
no business specifically protecting
that kind of speech,” Iqbal said.
“This is a thinly veiled attempt to
embolden racist and sexist microaggressions under the guise of free
speech that contributes nothing
that isn’t already enshrined in USG
and university policies.”

The Fed survey released Wednesday said that reports on consumer
spending and auto sales were mixed last month, while overall manufacturing showed moderate gains despite supply-side constraints.
PHOTO BY SUSAN WALSH/AP PHOTO

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell suggested Thursday that inflation will pick
up in the coming months but that it
would likely prove temporary and
not enough for the Fed to alter its record-low interest rate policies.
His message of wait-and-see patience caused bond yields to jump and
stocks to fall further, signaling that
investors foresee stronger growth and
higher inflation on the horizon. The
yield on the 10-year Treasury note had
jumped from below 1% at the end of
last year to roughly 1.4% Wednesday
— and then surged above 1.5% during

Powell’s remarks.
Stock investors, too, dumped
shares in the midst of Powell’s remarks, in which he suggested that the
Fed would need to see both a near-full
recovery in the job market and a sustained rise in inflation above its target
level before considering a rate hike.
The S&P 500 index ended Thursday with a loss of 1.3% and was showing just a sliver of a gain for the year.
The tech-heavy Nasdaq pulled back
2.1%. Higher yields on government
bonds can entice some investors to
sell stocks and buy Treasurys instead,
thereby forcing stock prices down.

House passes sweeping voting rights bill over GOP opposition
WASHINGTON (AP) — House
Democrats passed sweeping voting and ethics legislation over
unanimous Republican opposition, advancing to the Senate what
would be the largest overhaul of
the U.S. election law in at least a
generation.
House Resolution 1, which
touches on virtually every aspect
of the electoral process, was approved Wednesday night on a near
party-line 220-210 vote. It would
restrict partisan gerrymandering
of congressional districts, strike
down hurdles to voting and bring
transparency to a murky campaign finance system that allows
wealthy donors to anonymously
bankroll political causes.
The bill is a powerful counterweight to voting rights restrictions advancing in Republi-

can-controlled statehouses across
the country in the wake of Donald
Trump’s repeated false claims of
a stolen 2020 election. Yet it faces
an uncertain fate in the Democratic-controlled Senate, where it has
little chance of passing without

“Democrats want to
use their razor-thin
majority not to pass
bills to earn voters’
trust, but to ensure
they don’t lose more
seats in the next
election.”
KEVIN MCCARTHY

changes to procedural rules that
currently allow Republicans to
block it.
The stakes in the outcome are
monumental, cutting to the foundational idea that one person
equals one vote, and carrying with
it the potential to shape election
outcomes for years to come. It also
offers a test of how hard President
Joe Biden and his party are willing
to fight for their priorities, as well
as those of their voters.
This bill “will put a stop at the
voter suppression that we’re seeing debated right now,” said Rep.
Nikema Williams, a new congresswoman who represents the
Georgia district that deceased
voting rights champion John Lewis held for years. “This bill is the
‘Good Trouble’ he fought for his
entire life.

In a statement, Biden said he
looked forward to refining the
measure and hoped to sign it into
law, calling it “landmark legislation” that is much needed “to repair and strengthen our democra-

“We’re not going to
be the legislative
graveyard ... People
are going to be
forced to vote on
them, yes or no,
on a whole lot of
very important and
serious issues.”
CHUCK SCHUMER

cy.”
To Republicans, however, it
would give license to unwanted federal interference in states’
authority to conduct their own
elections — ultimately benefiting
Democrats through higher turnout, most notably among minorities.
“Democrats want to use their razor-thin majority not to pass bills
to earn voters’ trust, but to ensure
they don’t lose more seats in the
next election,” House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy said from
the House floor Tuesday.
The measure has been a priority for Democrats since they won
their House majority in 2018. But
it has taken on added urgency in
the wake of Trump’s false claims,
which incited the deadly storming
of the U.S. Capitol in January.

17% of food production Pacific quake sets off tsunami,
globally wasted, UN threat lifts in New Zealand
report estimates

A United Nations report released on Thursday, March 4, 2021 estimates 17% of the food produced globally each year is wasted. That
amounts to 931 million tons of food, or about double what researchers
believed was being wasted a decade ago. PHOTO BY DAVE ZAJAC/RECORD JOURNAL
VIA AP

NEW YORK (AP) — Instead of
finishing your leftovers, you let
them go bad and buy takeout.
It’s a familiar routine for many —
and indicative of habits that contribute to a global food waste problem
that a new United Nations report

says needs to be better measured so
that it can be effectively addressed.
The U.N. report estimates 17%
of the food produced globally each
year is wasted. That amounts to 931
million metric tons (1.03 billion tons)
of food.

WELLINGTON, New Zealand
(AP) — One of the strongest earthquakes to hit the South Pacific in
modern history triggered tsunami warnings across the ocean and
forced thousands of people in New
Zealand to evacuate coastal areas
Friday. Small tsunami waves were
seen, but little damage was apparent hours later.
The magnitude 8.1 quake in the
Kermadec Islands region about
1,000 kilometers (620 miles) from
New Zealand was the largest in
a series of tremors over several
hours, including two earlier quakes
that registered magnitude 7.4 and
magnitude 7.3.
The tsunami threat caused traffic
jams and some chaos in New Zealand as people scrambled to get to
higher ground.
Residents recorded videos of
small wave surges in some places,
including at Tokomaru Bay near
Gisborne. In the afternoon, the
National Emergency Management
Agency said the threat had passed
and people could return to their
homes, although they should continue avoiding beaches.
One of the earlier quakes hit

much closer to New Zealand and
awoke many people as they felt a
long, rumbling shaking. “Hope everyone is ok out there,” New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern wrote on Facebook during the
night.
After the largest quake, civil defense authorities in New Zealand
told people in some coastal areas to
immediately get to higher ground.
They said a damaging tsunami was
possible, and waves could reach up
to 3 meters (10 feet).
Emergency Management Minister Kiri Allan told reporters that
people had followed the advisory.
“They felt the long or strong
earthquakes and they knew to grab
their bag and head into the highlands,” she said. “I can only thank
and acknowledge the tireless efforts of the men and women from
up and down the coast who knew
how to act, when to act, and what
to do.”
The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center cautioned the quake could cause
tsunami waves of up to 3 meters (10
feet) in Vanuatu and up to 1 meter (3
feet) in Fiji, French Polynesia and as
far away as Mexico and Peru.

Waves of 30 centimeters (1 foot)
were measured by ocean gauges in
Vanuatu, New Zealand and islands
off Australia.
The U.S. Geological Survey said
the strongest quake was centered
near the remote Kermadec Islands
at a depth of 19 kilometers (12
miles).
The agency said in a report that
the quake occurred at the intersection of the Pacific and Australia tectonic plates and eclipsed the largest
quake previously recorded in the
region, a magnitude 8.0 in 1976.
It said the interaction between
the plates creates one of the most
seismically active regions in the
world, and it has recorded 215
quakes there above magnitude 6.0
over the past century.
Jennifer Eccles, an earthquake
expert at the University of Auckland, said the quake was at the top
end of the scale for those involving
only the Earth’s ocean crust.
“This is about as big as it gets,”
she said.
She said most quakes larger than
magnitude 8.0 tend to occur when a
section of more robust continental
crust is involved.
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Math and the incommunicable mar velous
by Sharon Spaulding

ture, or in a relationship, or in anything
you’re studying — in whatever way it
surprises you and draws you closer; in
whatever way it saturates your mind
and fills, but also opens, your mind to
perceptions of beauty.

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sharon.spaulding@uconn.edu

There are certain passages from
books I’ve read that stay with me, and
that later come to define certain moments or realizations. I imagine this is
true for other people as well — a beautifully layered series of words somehow winds itself around your thoughts
and stays there. Sometimes it’s the result of an unexpected collision with
something of beauty or peculiarity unarticulated but deeply known in your
own mind. Other times it’s the words
themselves — their collective motion
and rhythm turns about and then settles in your mind, sometimes independent even of the passage’s meaning.
For both reasons, there’s a passage
from “A Portrait of the Artist as a Young
Man” that I return to from time to time.
It captures the aesthetic beauty and
kinesis of math: “The equation on the
page of his scribbler began to spread
out a widening tail, eyed and starred
like a peacock’s; and, when the eyes

and
stars
of its
indices had
been
eliminated, began
slowly to fold itself
together
again. The indices appearing and disappearing were eyes opening and closing; the eyes opening and closing were
stars being born and being quenched.”
Even as an undergraduate math student with a crude mathematical skill
set and limited mathematical experience, Joyce’s words affirm a characterization of an experience I have had: an
encounter with something complete,
whole and absolute, that with its beauty, compels you to draw nearer.
Of course, that sort of encounter isn’t
unique to math. It can happen in na-

Joyce’s words affirm
a characterization of
an experience I have
had: an encounter with
something complete,
whole and absolute, that
with its beauty, compels
you to draw nearer.

However, and understandably, describing that sort of encounter in the
context of math may seem exaggerated — even false. Part of the reason is
that the way math is presented to us in
school isn’t really what math is. Math
in high school often involves learning
how to do a certain type of problem
in a specific way, and then repeating

that procedure on a series of similar
problems for homework. When I got
to college I was surprised that my first
math assignment, which is what I now
consider to be a normal math assignment, was to write a couple proofs involving definitions and theorems we’d
covered in class — no list of problems
that I could grind out quickly while
sitting in the back row of French class
just by replicating a certain procedure
(Désolée Monsieur Afantchao). Now,
there was no procedure to follow, no
single answer I could draw a neat box
around at the end. Instead, I’d have to ...
well I’d have to think really hard about
it. I’d have to be creative with using
what I knew. I might have to collaborate with other students in the class
to see what they came up with — and
even when we might have completely
different proofs written down, it was
possible that each could be “correct.”
Aside from how it’s traditionally
taught, another reason why it can be
challenging to express encounters of
beauty in the context of math is that

sometimes those encounters rely on
surprise — and it’s impossible to be
surprised by something if you have no
initial expectations to confound. I expect the weather to be within a certain
range of possibilities in October. That
range is based on personal experience
from having lived in the same place for
most of my life. So when it snows in
October, I’m surprised because it defies my expectations. In math, though,
I don’t always have enough experience or intuition to have expectations.
Sometimes, it’s not until after I’ve seen
a theorem in multiple classes and also
tutored it that I have a vocabulary and
perspective to appreciate how beautifully counterintuitive it is. In a class
sophomore year, I don’t think I had any
expectations about how many prime
numbers there should be. It’s not
something I had really thought about
before, so when I learned that there are
infinitely many I wasn’t too shocked —
there are, after all, lots of things in math
that go on infinitely.

See MATH, p. 8

‘Judas and the Black Messiah’ and Two Truths and a Lie:
de-radicalizing revolutionaries COVID-19, vaccination
by Ben Sagal-Morris

CONTRIBUTOR
benjamin.sagal-morris@uconn.edu

The Shaka King film “Judas and the
Black Messiah” premiered on Feb. 12
and has gone on to receive rave reviews
and a Golden Globe award. The film
tells the story of the assassination of
Illinois Black Panther Party chairman
Fred Hampton. The film follows Bill
O’Neal, played by LaKeith Stanfield, as
the FBI’s informant whose betrayal of
Hampton led to his murder. While the
film is extremely well made and acted,
with Daniel Kaluuya’s performance as
Hampton being a standout and winning the actor a Golden Globe, the film
seems to be hesitant to show the full
spectrum of Hampton and the Black
Panther Party’s ideology.
In the film, Hampton talks about
achieving socialism and being a socialist revolutionary. While this is accurate
to Hampton and is not misplaced, it
fails to consider the audience of the
film. “Socialism” has become increasingly popular among many young
people in the United States in the past
few years. However, the ideology of
socialism espoused by these young
people is largely not at all the ideology
of Fred Hampton and the Black Panther Party. Let’s get this out of the way:
Fred Hampton and the Black Panther
Party, including individuals like Assata Shakur, Huey P. Newton and Angela
Davis, were communists — specifically, Marxist Leninists. They did not espouse socialism as conceived by Bernie
Sanders, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
and organizations like the Democratic
Socialists of America. While Hampton
does recite quotes from revolutionaries like Mao Zedong, this is done so
quickly that while I recognized the
quotes, I was not sure at first whether
or not the film acknowledged who said
them. This might leave audiences with
the conception that the Black Panthers were basically Bernie Bros with

guns that took a more militant attitude
during the Civil Rights Movement, but
who basically were just more radical
in appearance and rhetoric, and believed the same things as these young
modern individuals. This is not the
truth though. Hampton and the Party
were far more likely to criticize and be
themselves criticized by such modern
figures and organizations. This quote
by Russian communist revolutionary
Vladimir Lenin pretty much sums up
the phenomena just described above:
“During the lifetime of great revolutionaries, the oppressing classes constantly hounded them, received their
theories with the most savage malice,
the most furious hatred and the most
unscrupulous campaigns of lies and
slander. After their death, attempts are
made to convert them into harmless
icons, to canonize them … robbing the
revolutionary theory of its substance,
blunting its revolutionary edge and
vulgarizing it.”
Another way the film largely waters
down the revolutionary character of
Hampton and his organization is in
the nature of the story itself. Hampton
himself is not really the main character.
Instead, O’Neal is the main character
and the film follows his moral crisis
as a man expected to betray someone
he grows to respect. Now, I will let you
judge the idea of a movie asking us to
sympathize with someone who is essentially an undercover cop, while at
the same time asking us to support
characters that are against police and
American law enforcement in general. But also this just seems to come off
as a way of protecting the audience. If
the movie was told from Hampton’s
perspective, it would be hard to hide
the man’s communist ideology. It really
seems like the filmmakers are trying
to protect the audience from knowing
the film’s hero is a communist because
they do not think we as an audience
will be mature enough to sympathize

with a political radical. This is a major issue because just as important
as acknowledging the role of the U.S.
government in sabotaging the Civil Rights movement, which the film
does in a line referencing the evidence
showing the possibility that the U.S.
government may have been involved
in the assassinations of Martin Luther
King Jr. and Malcolm X, is presenting
the honest truth of why Hampton was
murdered in the first place, a big part of
which was his ideology.
But this would not be such an issue
if it did not fit into a larger pattern in
American movies of taking figures
and movements that are too dangerous to the status quo to be portrayed
accurately. In “Invictus” and “Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom,” two films
about Nelson Mandela, no reference is
made to Mandela’s time in the South
African Communist Party which was
the main reason for his long imprisonment. In the excellent documentary
“13th,” a movie about the long history of systemic racism in the United
States, no mention is given to the Black
Panthers’ radical ideology. They even
interview Angela Davis and use several archive clips of her, but none of
the many clips where Davis espouses
her Marxist views. Of course, every
MLK day we are told about Dr. King’s
message of racial reconciliation and so
forth. In this narrative, King fits well
into the liberal consensus and is able to
be shown as the model of activism. Yet,
we are usually never shown quotes like
this, “Capitalism does not permit an
even flow of economic resources. With
this system, a small privileged few are
rich beyond conscience, and almost all
others are doomed to be poor at some
level. That’s the way the system works.
And since we know that the system
will not change the rules, we are going
to have to change the system.”

See REVOLUTIONARY, p. 8

and fake news
by Kate Lee

STAFF COLUMNIST
katherine.h.lee@uconn.edu

I was watching YouTube videos
during a homework break when
I saw a video of a few extremist
YouTubers I was familiar with discussing COVID-19 vaccines. This
should be good, I thought, planning
to watch their protests as a source of
entertainment. As a future scientist,
I pride myself on my dedication to
facts and proceeded to mentally debunk their claims … until they mentioned the vaccines’ “potential link”
to infertility.

Misinformation about
COVID-19 and the
vaccine has been so
rampant on the internet
that the World Health
Organization (WHO)
has “declared a parallel
infodemic” to describe
it and its potential
to interfere with
COVID-19 prevention
and treatment.
I had never heard this from any traditionally credible sources, but it had
just enough “science” in it to sound
true. All three COVID-19 vaccines
currently authorized for use in the
U.S. target the virus’ spike protein,
which shares small stretches of the
same genetic code with syncytin-1,
an essential component of the placenta in mammals. If vaccines cause
us to develop antibodies against the
spike protein, could they cause us to
destroy placentas during pregnancy?

It turns out that this is a wildly
misleading claim and has no legitimate scientific backing to it at
all. Jill Foster, MD, a pediatric infectious disease specialist at the
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, claims that the genetic similarities are not enough to cause an
antibody against the spike protein
to attack syncytin-1. She says that
it is “like two people having phone
numbers that both contain the
number 7 … you couldn’t dial one
number to reach the other person.”
A very high degree of similarity
in structure is needed to make an
antibody bind to two different proteins, a fact I should have known as
a Structural Biology major.
In the moment, however, emotions can take over. Fear is a powerful force. I want to have children,
and the thought of the vaccine interfering with that was enough to
make me second-guess my excitement to get immunized. It is easy to
focus on the fear of the unknown
associated with taking the vaccine
rather than the unknown longterm side effects of contracting
COVID-19, even for younger populations.
Misinformation about COVID-19
and the vaccine has been so rampant on the internet that the World
Health Organization (WHO) has
“declared a parallel infodemic” to
describe it and its potential to interfere with COVID-19 prevention
and treatment. While initial data
indicated that the elderly are more
likely to spread fake news about
the virus, younger people are actually more likely to believe it. Newer
generations have been raised to be
more cynical of information.

See VACCINE, p. 8
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Fridays
TAKING OVER THURSDAYS WITH THE BENTON TO TACKLE CLIMATE JUS TICE
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu

UConn’s very own William Benton Museum of Art has done its
part to keep art alive during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, sponsoring an exhibition entitled “The
Human Epoch: Living in the Anthropocene.” The exhibition opened
in October of 2020 and will be on
display through March 13 of this
year, showcasing works that highlight global environmental issues in
what the Benton describes as a “a
more holistic and reassuring” fram-

ing. Curated by Robert Thorson,
professor and interim head of the
geosciences department at UConn,
the project is a collaborative effort
between multiple departments and
disciplines across campus.
Conversations have not been
limited to the minds behind the
effort, however, as student groups
have continued the movement
championed by the exhibit, using
the artistic works to facilitate new
conversations on climate change
and climate justice. UConn’s Fridays for Future Club, having been
inspired by the Benton’s exhibition, produced a short film dis-

“The Human Epoch: Living in the Anthropocene” is an exhibit that
mirrors the title of the UConn course GSCI 1100E. Multiple mediums
of work from the Benton Museum collection have been compiled for
questioning on this subject. PHOTOS BY ERIC WANG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY
CAMPUS

cussing climate justice and green
capitalism. Titled “The Contradictions of Green Capitalism,” Fridays for Future members Michio
Agresta, Musa Hussain, Lindsey
Orr and Harrison Raskin presented research in a video put together
by Liam Lacey, a digital media and
design student.
The Fridays for Future Club
at UConn is a student-run organization that advocates for policy change at UConn and in the
greater Connecticut area to enact
climate justice. The video they
created discussed humanity’s relationship with the world around
them, citing historical facts and
figures to better paint the picture of
human effects on the environment
and the issues we now face today.
Students of the project cleared
up several misconceptions about
climate change and the people it
poses urgent issues for.
While it is hard to describe the
extent of climate change and its
dire future consequences in a film
less than 10 minutes long, Fridays
for Future students focused specifically on climate change’s relation to capitalism and the harm it
specifically poses for minority and
low-income communities.
Since capitalism is motivated by

profits, all participating members
find themselves exploiting others
or being exploited themselves. The
environment, also being among the
exploited, receives little consideration when the need for profit
and unattainable eternal economic
growth takes higher priority. The
companies, at the height of their
power, can exert their influence
on the public and government,
affecting general sentiments and
established policy.
The presentation included a
political cartoon of the driver of
an electric car claiming they were
“eco-groovy” despite the fact that
the cord of their car was plugged to
an outlet that fed from several polluting factories and power plants.

This emphasized the ability for
companies to make empty claims
that they have adopted eco-friendly and carbon neutral practices.
The film concluded with narrators pleading with fellow students
to question the claims made by our
world’s institutions, including our
very own school, as the damaging
effects of climate change are already apparent and are harming
specifically BIPOC and low-income communities worldwide.
To learn more about the Benton’s 2020-2021 virtual exhibition,
“The Human Epoch: Living in the
Anthropocene,” or to view the Fridays for Future presentation for
yourself, check it out on the Benton
website.

Yes, the Uyghur genocide is still occurring
by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Uyghurs are a Turkic ethnic
group, mainly of the Muslim religion, located in the northwest region of China, known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region
(XUAR). Over the years the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has
increased crackdown on Uyghurs,
separating families, sterilizing
women and forcing Uyghurs to
conform to Han Chinese, the main
ethnic group of China, according
to Tahir Imin, guest speaker and
Uyghur activist in an event titled,
“MSA Uyghur Awareness Art
Contest,” at 7 p.m. through Zoom.
“Our population according to
Chinese official statistics: We have
around 12 million population but
we believe we have more than that
because the Chinese government
wants to erase us,” Imin said. “If
there are reports less than our
original population it will be easier for them to erase the rest of the
population that they did not want
to report.”
According to Imin, the Chinese
occupation of XUAR dates back
to the late Qing Dynasty (early
20th century) and was officially
recognized as a part of China in
1949. Chinese people call the region “Xinjiang” which means “a
new territory” in Chinese. Imin
says Xinjiang is the name given by the Chinese government
who colonized the land, but Uyghurs would like to call themselves “East Turkistan” or “Uyghurstan.”
The Soviet Union’s loss of control in the Turkic region during
the late 1990s worried the CCP.
They thought Uyghurs would demand independence even though
there was no evidence of this according to Imin. Hence, the Chi-

nese government strengthened
its grip on Uyghurs. In 2015 CCP
used “soft language” to push out
radical policies against Uyghurs.
“China started another round of
ethnic policy called Second Generation Ethnic Policy, which aims
to assimilate all the ethnic minorities into Han Chinese majority,” Imin said. “This ethnic policy

are forced to marry Han Chinese
to create a new generation of Han
Chinese identity and because
there is an excess of Han Chinese men in China, according to
Imin. He also added that Uyghur
families are often separated and
not allowed to speak the Uyghur
language or eat Halal foods.
“The children cannot have an

don’t bow down [to] the statue
of Confucius, ordinary Chinese
don’t raise the flag of Chinese every day, but those Uyghurs do.”
Imin explains while growing
up he followed the Muslim religion in secret. He was also an
entrepreneur in East Turkestan,
translating books on Uyghur
culture, educating Uyghurs on

A screenshot of the Muslim Student Association’s presentation on the Uyghur Genocide. The
Uyghurs are a Turkic ethnic group located in northwestern China facing attacks from the
Chinse Communist party. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

requires the Chinese government
to change the identity of other
ethnic groups into Han Chinese
and create a new identity which is
called National Race. That ideology brought a lot of radical extremist policies against minorities not
only against Uyghurs but also Tibetans and Mongols,” Imin said.
This radical policy then
evolved to the mass detention of
Uyghurs in 2017. Uyghur women

Uyghur teacher and they are
educated as patriotic Chinese,”
Imin said. “Many documents,
reports and facts we have been
getting shows clearly that the
Uyghur children have become
more Chinese than ordinary
Chinese: why? Ordinary Chinese don’t sing patriotic songs
every day, ordinary Chinese
don’t wear traditional Han Chinese clothes, ordinary Chinese

starting businesses and even
supported Uyghur women pursuing graduate degrees. However, as crackdowns increased,
Imin was imprisoned for his religious and political activism. He
said he was imprisoned for two
years and sent to an education
camp for two more years where
he was beaten, humiliated, discriminated and forced into labor
with inhumane work hours.

After he was released, Imin
still faced threats from the CCP
due to his activism. He later
fled to Israel and then the U.S.,
leaving his family and daughter
behind in East Turkistan. He
doesn’t know their whereabouts
currently but hopes to reunite
with them through activism on
the Uyghur genocide. Among
other organizations, Imin founded Uyghur Times which is meant
to bring awareness to the genocide.
Muslim Student Association’s
art show featured over 17 different forms of artwork ranging from sketches to songs and
poetry. The artworks shed light
on the horrific genocide that is
occurring in East Turkistan.
Alimen Ali won first place for
people’s choice during the art
show for her piece titled, “The
Silent Whispers of the Wind.”
The piece featured red hands,
symbolizing the CCP, covering
the mouth of an Uyghur Muslim. Among UConn students,
Mirghani Mohamed won first
place with his sketch of Uyghur
Muslims holding onto each other
with the Uyghur statistics in the
background and the CCP army
on the bottom of the sketch.
“Many Uyghurs, as many experts are warning, are at the
brink of extinction. The Chinese
government doesn’t use the mass
killing murder as many other
countries use against Rohingya
or other countries,” Imin said.
“Chinese are using very sophisticated, technology advanced
and ideologically, very strongly planned, methods to kill the
spread; to kill the history; to kill
the religion; to kill the identity;
to kill the language; everything
that makes you different from
the Han Chinese majority,” Imin
said.
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Forbes forges ahead in ‘Festival of Irish Women’s Writing’
by Rebecca Maher
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR
rebecca.maher@uconn.edu

Over the next month, Professor
Mary Burke has planned a “Festival of Irish Women’s Writing,”
consisting of weekly events in her
ENGL 3122 course (Irish Literature
in English since 1939). Sean Forbes,
an assistant professor in residence
and the director of UConn’s Creative Writing Program, kicked off
this festival Thursday, with a
discussion and reading of his
own Irish poem, as well as two
poems by Michael Hartnett
and Eavan Boland.
Forbes explained that his interest in Ireland began when
he was just three years old
in Germany, when a tourism
commercial for Ireland played
on the television. Later on, his
interest in Irish literature and
culture grew in response to his
own complex Irish heritage.
“I never understood my
ancestry,” Forbes said. “All
I was ever told was we were
mixed. And then of course, if
you look at my first name, it’s very
Irish; if you look at my surname
it’s Scottish.”
In college, Forbes was an English
major, and read a vast variety of
Irish authors, including Seamus
Heaney, James Joyce, Iris Murdoch,
Edna O’Brien, Bram Stoker, Oscar
Wilde and W. B. Yeats. He furthered this list in graduate school
with more modern authors, such
as Kevin Barry, Sabastian Barry,
Boland, Claire Kilroy, Colum McCann and Sinead Morrissey.
“I wouldn’t call myself an Irish
literature scholar, but I am learn-

ing and reading as much as I can
especially works by Brendan
Behan, Roddy Doyle, and Emilie
Pine,” Forbes said in an email.
Forbes began the reading with
his poem “Cashel Man,” which was
featured on the Academy of American Poets Poem-a-Day online series on March 17, 2014. This poem
is part of an Irish-themed series of
poems he is currently working on.
“I wrote the poem soon after I
watched a NOVA special on PBS

“I wouldn’t call
myself an Irish
literature scholar,
but I am learning as
much as I can.”
SEAN FORBES

titled ‘The Ghosts of Murdered
Kings: Bronze Age bog bodies
reveal the strange beliefs of the
long vanished peoples of Europe,’”
Forbes said. “My poem is set in
2,000 B.C. in Cashel, Ireland and
it’s a fictional narrative about a
particular bog body that was discovered there.”
While reading his poem, he
noted the influence he had subconsciously taken from Boland’s
“Quarantine.”
“I didn’t have Boland’s ‘Quarantine’ in mind when I wrote this
poem, but there are so many words

that I used like ‘flesh’ and ‘sacrifice’
that come up in Boland’s poem,”
Forbes said. “So it’s very interesting how we’re sort of inspired
and don’t realize how other poems
and other poets are kind of taking
over.”
“Cashel Man” focuses on ordinary people doing extraordinary
things to preserve their way of life,
such as sacrificing precious butter
to the bogs to appease the gods.
Forbes then moved on to Boland’s “Quarantine” — a poem of
a sickly woman and her husband
walking out into the cold to avoid
getting other people in their workhouse sick. During the course of
their journey, both perish, but before he dies, the husband attempts
to warm his wife’s cold feet until
his last breath.
“What really strikes me about
this poem is that it’s seemingly
simple in its diction,” Forbes said.
“There’s so much use of repetition in words like ‘worst,’ even the
word ‘of’ is used quite often. We
have interesting words like ‘inventory’ and ‘breastbone’ and ‘flesh,’
as opposed to ‘body.’ Those are
very alluring and they also allow
the reader, as well as the listener,
to take pause and kind of consider
what is being presented here.”
Forbes discussed the ways in
which this poem denounced the
way the government reacted to the
Irish potato famine, and how many
victims of the famine died nameless and faceless in history books.
“I find the lines, ‘But her feet
were held against / his breastbone.
/ The last heat of his flesh was / his
last gift to her’ [interesting].” Sam
Bastille, a sixth-semester English
and human rights major, said. “I

think that the duality in the use of
the word ‘last’ twice in that second
line especially creates this idea of
finality and hammers home while
it’s a tragic poem, it’s also a poem
about romance and love. But not
like ‘buying someone the world’
love — these giant things — it’s
the small stuff. It’s the little sweet
things that you get from being a
part of a couple, part of a family.”
Bastille was also interested in

“She [his grandmother] was essentially, for all intents and purposes, aside from being a matchmaker and a midwife, she was
someone who loved witchcraft,”
Forbes said. “It was a very important part of who she was. We were
raised Roman Catholic, but she
said ‘I’ll be Catholic in public, but
in private I can be whoever the hell
I want to be.’”
Forbes said he was interested in how the woman of
the poem was someone of
19th century means, who
was unable to embrace the
world. He was es“I really like the way modern
pecially impressed by the
this poem puts the
way Hartnett used the word
old world up against “ignorant” at the beginning
of the poem to describe this
the new, and in
woman’s beliefs. He said the
word was evocative, and
doing that it’s sort
forced the reader to confront
of a critique of the
the different ways in which
old world.”
people either explore or ignore other people’s beliefs.
“I really like the way this
CATHERINE CASEY
poem puts the old world
up against the new, and
in doing that it’s sort of a
critique of the old world,”
Boland’s use of the word “thresh- Catherine Casey, a fourth-semester
old” in the lines “Let no love poem English and film major, said. “But
ever come to / this threshold.” He I think it really ends up being a
pointed out that this term may more damning critique of the new.”
also be used to evoke Purgatory,
Burke closed the discussion with
especially considering the couple an invitation for Tuesday’s event,
in question died in the line before. “The Alpha Male in Irish History,”
The final poem discussed was which will be led by broadcaster
Hartnett’s “Death of an Irishwom- and historian Myles Dungan. This
an.” Forbes said the Irishwoman in was just one of the seven events
this poem — who is said to believe planned for the festival, so if you
in Gaelic folklore and practice in have any interest in Irish literaaspects of Gaelic culture — re- ture, make sure to check out their
minds him of his own maternal schedule before the last event on
grandmother.
April 20.

Mental illness, faith and all the big things in ‘L ittle Oblivions’
by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

Prior to the release of our Valentine’s
Day issue, I remember messaging someone
over Tinder who had listed Julien Baker as
one of their top musical artists. After years
of not meeting a single person who shares
the same respect, my first instinct was to
let them know how pleasantly surprised
I was. They replied with something along
the lines of “Are none of your friends gay
and depressed?”
I guess I never realized the demographic
was that specific. For me, the first trait has
yet to emerge. As for the second, I would
usually just tell you to read my column,
but to save you time — the answer is yes.
Although she’s not one of my most listened-to artists, Julien Baker is the one I
admire the most. There are various reasons, like the fact that listening to her
music has become a ritual for times when
brooding in a dark room and crying uncontrollably seems to be the most appropriate
thing to do; or how relatable she is when
approaching subjects like mental illness
and spirituality — two core themes of her
work; not to mention the representation
she offers as a lesbian musician.
Baker’s latest release, “Little Oblivions,”
is no exception to the elaborate lyricism
and complex motifs explored in her previous albums. It represents a shift from
the acoustic indie roots in her debut LP
“Sprained Ankle” to an instrumentally
diverse mix of alternative, emo, indie and
soft-rock. While her sound has evolved,
Baker’s writing continues to delve into
topics like substance abuse, self-loathing,
depression, anxiety and how they tie into
her Christian faith.
There’s not much negative criticism for
me to give about the album. “Little Oblivions” has already been met with critical

acclaim and its rave reviews are evidence The highlight reel that I’m talking about is
of that. While giving my insight on each all of my biggest mistakes, and that part —
song through 12 extensive paragraphs is ‘when I die, you can tell me how much is a
tempting, it’s probably best to listen to the lie’ — is when I retrace things that I have
album yourself. Instead, I’ll just indicate screwed up in my life. I can watch it on an
three of my favorite tracks.
endless loop and I can torture myself that
“Ringside” came at a particularly fit- way. Or I can try to extract the lessons,
ting moment last week when I emailed my however painful, and just assimilate those
professor in the midst of a panic attack, into my trying to be better.”
requesting
One of the
wo r s t p a r t s
an extension
ab o u t a n x iwith an attached photo
ety (although
of a self-inthere’s a lot of
flicted scratch
them) is having
wound. Acto deal with the
cording to
interpersonal
Baker, it’s a
repercussions.
song about the
It’s a debilitatcompulsive
ing feeling to
nature of anxbegin with; you
iety tics — how
feel like a burthese physical
den, and the
occurrences
guilt of letting
can oftentimes
people down
a n d hu r t i n g
be shameful
them in the
when they go
process ends
noticed. And
they actually
up piling on top
are quite emof everything
barrassing;
else. The more
sending that
hopeful side of
The album art for Julien Baker’s latest album. “Little
email made Oblivions” is Baker’s third album and features a fuller this scenario
me internal- band sound than in previous works. PHOTO COURTESY OF
— one which
OURCULTUREMAG.COM
ly cringe. But
“Highlight
hearing about
Reel” emphait in a song made me feel better about what sizes — is these perceptions of ourselves
happened, and I was reminded to never aren’t real. People are more understanding
underestimate the significance of mental than you think; despite being put in the
health awareness again.
bleakest way possible, this track does a
In her editors’ notes on Apple Music, good job of relaying that message.
Baker explains the inspiration behind
However, the bleakness of “Highlight
“Highlight Reel:” “I was in the back of a Reel” is no match for “Ziptie,” the last song
cab in New York City and I started having a on the album. Most artists would usually
panic attack and I had to get out and walk. prefer to end their string of work with

a bang, but “Little Oblivions” ends with
more of a dejected sigh. Here, Baker’s final
words form a question for Jesus — whether
he regrets saving humanity based on the
atrocities that take place in the modern
world: “Oh, good God / When you gonna
call it off ? / Climb down off of the cross /
And change your mind?” To avoid sounding like an evangelist, I won’t go into detail
about why this one is meaningful. Just
know that it is.
If you’re waiting to hear about anything
optimistic, I’m sorry to disappoint. This
album is an absolute downer, and that’s the
best part about it. There’s something refreshing about combining religious themes
with the concept of mental health, almost
like a direct comeback to “praying the [insert mental illness here] away.” It’s just not
as easy as some Christian songs like to say
it is. Compared to Hillsong UNITED, Julien
Baker adds the right amount of spiritual
anecdotes that make her music exclusive to
anyone, not just church-goers — less “I love
Jesus,” and more “God, I’m depressed.”
Three albums later, Baker still hasn’t
missed. “Little Oblivions” is her most
personal work yet, with a new level of
emotional vulnerability that provides audiences with the opportunity to reciprocate those same sentiments. She includes
another note via Apple Music: “I think one
of the easiest ways to overcome your pain
is to assign significance to it. But sometimes, things are awful with no explanation, and to intellectualize them kind of
invalidates the realness of the suffering. I
just let things be sad.”

Rating: 4.7/5

07

Friday, March 5, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Life
taking risks can lead to ‘The Translation of Letters and Ideas in
a more fulfilled life
Cuba’s Republic’: Symposium looks at
translation practices in Cuban history

by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

Risks are a normal part of life, and
many people will be presented with
situations that involve some level of
risk, whether it be on a small or large
scale, which can lead to self-doubt,
overthinking and the fear of failure.
Although takings risks comes with
a lot of unknowns, it is important to
consider taking risks in order to open
your life to new opportunities. Even if
you fail, many important lessons can
be learned from these failures which
can help you grow as a person, both
in your personal and professional life.
The Let’s Talk Leadership open
enrollment workshop series hosted
by Student Activities helps students
on their path to developing leadership skills. Andre Rogers, a graduate
student in the School of Social Work,
facilitated the most recent workshop
titled “The Art of Risk-Taking.” Rogers
led students through a series of interactive activities to help them become
more comfortable taking chances in
their lives and becoming more innovative leaders.
The workshop kicked off with a
brief introduction period that allowed
attendees to share what they were
hoping to get out of the workshop. Following this, attendees were directed
to take a risk-taking test through a
platform called PsychTests that asked
various questions to uncover an individual’s comfort level with taking
chances and their risk-taking preferences. These questions focused on past
experiences, a person’s surrounding
environment and the potential for reward. Once the test was completed, a
Snapshot Report was generated that
provided a personalized interpretation
of the test scores and provided insight
into what type of experiences people
seek out and more.

Many of the attendees, including
myself, were labeled as “sensation
seekers,” who are described as thriving
on new, intense and varied situations.
These types of people have strong
positive reactions to intense stimuli,
become bored easily, strive in stressful
situations and are willing to take risks.
Rogers himself was also considered a
sensation seeker and shared how he is
a very outgoing person who likes to be
involved in fun activities, like when he
went bungee jumping while studying
abroad in Australia.
Rogers then presented his own
ideas about why risk-taking is an
important part of someone’s life and
encouraged participants to be willing
to step outside of their comfort zones
going forward.
“I think it allows us to see opportunities that wouldn’t come about if
we didn’t take the risk,” Rogers said.
“Taking risks and experiencing failure often allows us to learn about ourselves and creates a new path for us.”
Some of your greatest achievements
in life will most likely require you to
step pretty far outside of your comfort zone. With this, comes a lot of
uncertainty and doubt in the ability
to overcome our fears and take the first
step toward living a more fulfilling life.
“Risk-taking creates an opportunity
for success… and it also helps us overcome the fear of failure,” Rogers said.
“I know a lot of time failure acts as an
obstacle preventing us from pursuing
our dreams.”
Life is filled with many unknowns
and this can be frightening to people,
especially if they are uncomfortable
with change, but taking steps toward
making yourself more comfortable
with risk-taking, while also keeping
in mind safety and overall well-being, is a key to success. You will be
surprised with how many fears you
can overcome.

by Lucie Turkel

Estudios Históricos at El Colegio de
México, entitled “Tres políticas de
traducción en la ideología cubana de
“The Translation of Letters and
los 60” (“Three translation policies
Ideas in Cuba’s Republic,” a fourin Cuban ideology of the 1960s”).
part symposium co-sponsored by
Rojas was introduced by Jacqueline
the University of Connecticut’s DeLoss, a professor in the department
partment of Literatures, Cultures &
of literatures, cultures and languagLanguages, the UConn Humanities
es at UConn and a co-organizer of
the symposium, and Lastre.
Institute, El Instituto Seed Grant,
the John. N Plank Lecture Series and
Rojas discussed three Cuban
publications specifically in
Global Affairs took place virhis keynote speech: “Lunes
tually Thursday, and focused
de Revolución,” “Cuba Soon the usage of translation
cialista” and “Pensamiento
in major Cuban publications
Crítico.” Each was in print
during the Republic Period
(1902-1959).
during the revolutionary periThe first half of Thursday’s
od and approached the Cuban
event was a discussion on
Revolution in different ways,
“Philosophies, Geopolitics
whether focusing on indusand Translation” moderattrialization, intellectualism,
ed by Samuel Martinez, a
Latin American guerrilla or
UConn professor in the anthe relationship between Cuba
thropology department and
and the Soviet Union.
the director of El Instituto,
Just as the other speakScreenshot of Rafeal Rojas speaking over Zoom.
the Institute for Latina/o, Rojas was the keynote speaker at the UCoers noted, Rojas explained
Caribbean and Latin Amer- nn-sponsored event. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
how the translation policies
ican Studies. Four panelists
of each of these periodicals
presented lectures focusing on dif- mid-1940s not just in Cuba but in led to a more interconnected and
ferent aspects of the overall topic the entire Caribbean diaspora.
international feeling of solidarity,
The common thread amongst all not only between Cuba and the rest
of translation in Cuba, followed by
a Q&A session with the audience.
the presentations was the way in of Latin America but also between
The panelists included César Sal- which translation allowed for inter- Cuba and the rest of the world. For
gado, an associate professor in the national solidarity and multicultural example, Rojas mentioned how
department of Spanish and Portu- movements to take root in Cuba. For “Lunes de Revolución’’ discussed
guese at the University of Texas at example, Price explained how “The the African American struggle
Austin; Reynaldo Lastre, a gradu- Negro World,” a publication that for equality in the U.S. One of the
ate assistant in the department of began in 1921 in New York, started major purposes of “Cuba Socialisliteratures, cultures and languages a Spanish language section in order ta,” meanwhile, was to showcase the
at UConn and a co-organizer of the to explain pan-African movements experience of the Cuban Revolution
symposium; Rachel Price, an asso- around the world at the encourage- to the rest of the world.
ciate professor in the department of ment of its Cuban readership.
The second half of the event was
Spanish and Portuguese at Princeton University and Anke Birkenmai- a keynote speech given by Rafael
For more of the story
er, a professor in the department of Rojas, a professor at the Centro de
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
lucie.turkel@uconn.edu

Spanish and Portuguese at Indiana
University, Bloomington. Presentations and discussions took place in a
mix of English and Spanish.
Each presenter discussed different publications. Lastre, for example, focused on “Bohemia,” Cuba’s
oldest general consumer magazine,
while Birkenmaier talked about
“Gaceta del Caribe,” which chronicled the cultural politics of the

Pop
Pop Cultured
Cultured
CHALLENGING GENDER INEQUALITY

by Amy Chen

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

International Women’s Day, an
annual event on March 8, celebrates
the achievements of women worldwide. This year the theme is “Choose
to Challenge,” which challenges gender bias and inequality, according to
the International Women’s Day site.
To show solidarity the site encourages everyone to take a picture raising
their hand and using #ChooseToChallenge on social media.
Although the right for women to
vote in the U.S. was signed into law
in 1920, women of color were not
allowed to vote until the mid-20th
century, according to Teen Vogue in
an article titled, “When Did Women
Get the Right to Vote in the United
States? A Timeline.” Women are still
not equally paid compared to their
male counterparts, according to
PayScale’s research titled “The State
of the Gender Pay Gap in 2020.”
Of course, there have been great
achievements too. In America,
Kamala Harris is not only the first
woman to be vice president of the
United States, but the first woman
of color to hold that position.
Amanda Gorman was the first person named as National Youth Poet
Laureate. Based on a true story, the
movie “Hidden Figures” tells the
story of three Black women mathematicians who helped America

fight during the Cold War while
defying gender norms, according to
Smithsonian Magazine in an article
titled, “The True Story of ‘Hidden
Figures,’” the Forgotten Women
Who Helped Win the Space Race.”
It is also important to highlight how
women of color have defied gender
roles through leadership around
the world.
Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan activist, was known for her advocacy
in human rights and environmental policies. In 2004 Maathai was
the first African woman to receive
the Nobel Prize for the Green Belt
Movement. Due to climate change,
she saw water and food supply becoming less accessible which directly impacted rural communities
in Kenya, so she then decided to
create the Green Belt Movement in
1977, according to the organization’s
website.
GBM empowers the lives of
women by focusing on environmental conservation. As a member
of the National Council of Women
of Kenya (NCWK), Maathai created GBM to not only encourage
women to help the environment
by planting trees but giving them
a source of income by planting the
trees. GBM soon spread all over
Africa to become the Pan African
Green Belt Network.
Maathai also strongly advocated against the regime of President
Daniel Arap Moi. He was known

for democracy in name, but his
leadership saw authoritarian policies, corruption and human rights
violations, according to a New York
Times article titled “Daniel Arap
Moi, Autocratic and Durable Kenyan Leader, Dies at 95.” Maathai
marched with the mothers of sons
who were jailed for opposing Moi
in the “Freedom Corner March” in
1992. She also spoke about women
and the environment at the United Nations, according to the Nobel
Prize’s “Wangari Maathai Biographical.” Maathai made breakthroughs not limited to climate
change but extended to women and
human rights.
Japan has a history of gender inequality when it comes to women
in politics. According to an article
by CNN titled “Japan has so few
women politicians that when even
one is gaffe-prone, it’s damaging,”
there are only 46 women out of the
465 lower house lawmakers, which
is fewer than 10% of women in politics. The average in Asia is 20% as
of October, according to CNN. Even
the Tokyo Olympic executive board
is currently 80% male, according to
the Associated Press in an article
titled “Seiko Hashimoto takes over
as Tokyo Olympic president.”
Seiko Hashimoto, one of the few
women in Japanese politics and
previous Olympic athlete recently
replaced Yoshiro Mori as the new
Tokyo Olympic president. Mori

resigned due to growing criticism
over his comment that women
talk too much. Before Hashimoto
was granted the position of Tokyo
Olympic president, she competed
seven times in the Olympics. She
won a bronze medal in speedskating during the 1992 summer Olympic games in France.
Hashimoto was elected to the
upper house parliament in 1995
where she is the only Japanese
woman who was an athlete and
lawmaker at the same time. She
also was the first Japanese woman
lawmaker to give birth during her
term in parliament. As a lawmaker
Hashimoto has focused on giving
more opportunities for education,
children and helping the low-birth
rate in Japan.
More recently, Hashimoto
served on the Olympics ministry
and minister in charge of women’s empowerment, according to a
Reuters article titled, “Likely new
head of Tokyo 2020 is ex-Olympian,
minister for women’s rights.” She
hopes to help gender equality by
promoting women in sports while
being the Tokyo Olympic president,
according to an article titled “After
Leader’s Sexist Remark, Tokyo
Olympics Makes Symbolic Shift.”
Jennicet Gutiérrez is an LGBTQ+
activist famously known for interrupting President Obama during
a Pride month speech in 2015 by
shouting “Release all LGBTQ+

immigrants from detention.” As
she shouted those words Gutiérrez
knew that she was being put at risk
because she was an undocumented
immigrant from Mexico, according
to an article titled “Jennicet Gutiérrez is Fighting for the Trans Undocumented Community.”
In 2015 Gutiérrez discovered that
undocumented transgender individuals were being abused under
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). During President
Obama’s speech about Pride month,
the room was full of LGBTQ+ activists, but Gutiérrez said the activists
booed her for interrupting, which
she felt sad about, according to the
site.
Gutiérrez is also the co-founder and community organizer of
Familia: Trans Queer Liberation
Movement. To this day she continues to work in activism to fight
against deportation, incarceration
and criminalization of people of
color, according to her Facebook
page. She recently called on President Biden to provide more equal
treatment for the LGBTQ+ community in an article titled “LGBTQ+
Activists Call on Biden to Release
All-Trans Immigrants From ICE
Detention.”
Poet and activist Amanda Gorman, Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi and other guest speakers will
be hosting a talk in celebration of
International Women’s Day.
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | Cat in the box

Bullzeye the Maine Coon stares ahead with curious eyes as he contently sits in his new favorite cardboard box. If Mr. B isn’t lounging on a comfy couch or bed you will most likely
find him gazing out from an empty box, contemplating whether to play or to take a fat nap. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Properly portraying
The interconnectivity of math
radical figures in cinema
MATH, cont. from p. 4

REVOLUTIONARY, cont. from p. 4
Yet, there are alternatives. Spike Lee’s
film “Malcolm X,” while having its own
flaws, puts the eponymous figure center
stage and through excellent direction
and writing from Lee and an absolutely masterful performance from Denzel
Washington. Malcolm’s ideas are able to
be brought forward and empathized with
by an audience. “Che,” directed by Steven Soderbergh, presents the Argentine
Marxist Leninist in, what is in my opinion, the best depiction of a radical figure
in American film. No apologies are given
to Guevara or his ideology. Instead, the
film depicts Che in the starkest, most hu-

man terms. His ideology is made clear.
His actions are shown and not praised
or condemned. This is how to present a
radical figure like Hampton in an honest
way. Show us the person without sway in
one direction or another and let the audience see them in their totality. Through
the skillful filmmaking and acting on display in “Judas and the Black Messiah,”
this was absolutely possible. But until
radical figures are given the mature and
honest treatment they deserve, we are
likely going to see society given the false
notion that these radicals were not all
that different from the status quo, a view
upheld by mainstream Hollywood.

DYK?

Cats have six times better night
vision than humans.
KITTENS CAN PURR WHEN THEY ARE
ONLY TWO DAYS OLD.

When cats meet each other, they
like to rub noses and whiskers.
A CAT’S SENSE OF SMELL IS 14
TIMES GREATER THAN A HUMAN’S.
Facts courtesy of konnecthq.com

Letter to the Editor -

Yet as I thought about it more, I realized how strange and fascinating the
infinitude of the primes actually is. If a
prime number can’t be divided by any
other numbers, it really is quite remarkable that you can keep finding larger and
larger numbers that can’t be divided by
any of the millions and billions of numbers below. It’s even more remarkable
that something so counterintuitive can be
proved in just a few lines, and in many
different ways.
In a book of Borges short stories I was
reading this week, there’s a beautiful sen-

tence I copied down. It says, “[His] memory was a mirror of secret acts of cowardice. What story could he tell? Besides,
the guests demanded marvels, while the
marvelous was perhaps incommunicable
…” Sometimes, the beauty of math is marvelous in incommunicable ways. I know,
too, that there are parts of other people’s
worlds and experiences that are also
marvelous in incommunicable ways. It is
the combination of that shared incommunicability; and our human inclinations to
ponder, express, replicate and then articulate beauty; that draws us nearer to one
another — a marvelous and incommunicable thing itself.

Fake news surrounds
the vaccine
VACCINE, cont. from p. 4
While this can protect people from
absorbing conspiracy theories and other fake news, it has also fostered a distrust of the mainstream media, where the
voices of doctors, researchers and other
professionals are more likely to be represented.
If too many people opt out of taking the
vaccine, we will not be able to grow the
herd immunity that we need to effectively slow the spread, keep vulnerable populations safe and return to a semblance
of “normal” life. While many argue that
where there is risk, there should also be a
choice; however, emotionally manipulating people into fearing vaccination is in
essence a form of domestic terrorism. Not
only are you putting people at risk of getting seriously ill, you are endangering the
communities around them. One comment

or theory on the Internet can spread to
millions of people, creating widespread
damage even if the majority push the fake
news aside.
What can we do to combat fake news
about vaccination and COVID-19 in general? To combat specific threats, WHO
urges people to report misinformation
they see online, providing links to do so
for many social media platforms. On a
more preventative front, psychological
research suggests that information is
most effectively debunked before a person has been exposed to it. This process is
known as “prebunking” and is in essence
a misinformation vaccine, teaching people false information and why it is false
before a person can try to convince them
otherwise. Pamphlets, articles and other
sources of scholarly information should
be provided so people can learn about
vaccination in a manner that is based in
facts and not fear.

Call it as it is, ‘An inquisition is happening at USG’, and it’s
much more serious than you think.

by John Mosley USG SENATOR
USG has recently been criticized for failing to protect the free
speech of its members and for failing to protect minorities from
bias. At a first glance, this seems confusing. However, USG is one of
the most misunderstood organizations and it seems to have adopted failure as its governing doctrine.
I was sworn in as a senator in the spring of 2019. Most freshmen
come into college with idealistic and bold plans to change the world.
I hoped that my position would increase the representation of
STEM majors, allowing people with similar interests as me to have
a stake in student government.
I was in for a harsh reckoning. The first vote I participated in was
about compensating the President, Vice President, Comptroller,
Speaker, and Chief Justice for their time. This eventually led to increased pay and the expansion of compensated positions such as
committee and subcommittee directors later on. As more money
flowed into the pockets of those involved in USG, it gradually became more corrupt. Those in charge of hiring would give newly
hired students paid roles with limited responsibility and little specified work.
There were unintended consequences to creating these newly
paid positions. Paid positions now forced many in USG to be held
accountable. Don’t get me wrong, accountability is not a bad thing.
It means challenging those who have power (or in this case paid
positions of authority) to do their jobs. However, dissenting and

having freedom of conscience does not deserve hate. Against what
many extremists claim, they do not hold “hate speech” accountable.
They use intimidation and threaten people to submit to their agenda. Since USG leaders were now being paid, they had something to
lose if they did not please extremists. Many in USG hope to attain
these desired paid positions and are forced to agree, to prevent attempts at removal, public shaming, or exclusion.
It gets worse. As USG gave more legislative power to outside
activist groups, debating and constructive conversations ended.
Activist groups do not seek compromise, instead demanding obedience. These activist groups pressure senators and other paid leaders to follow their agenda, or they run the risk of being canceled or
falsely tarnished as “white supremacist,” “homophobe,” or “sexist.”
That is why free speech has become a controversial issue, rather
than something everyone is committed to.
From the forceful resignation of Josh Crow to the vote of no confidence of Mike Hernández, these extremists will not stop trying
to destroy every single person until the entire USG top to bottom
is completely filled with their authoritarian ideology. Currently, the
Speaker of the Senate and other governing board leaders add in arbitrary roadblocks on certain pieces of legislation (like the current
free speech legislation, which the Speaker threatened to disallow on
the senate floor) to curb the fear of being criticized by activist organizations.
Although USG President Hernández was voted against in a

non-binding vote of no confidence, most of the people who voted
against him apologized in private for their shameful actions.
Circling back to accountability, where this all started. The only
way to end injustice is to speak out against it, that’s the reason for
free speech. One should call out lying, shameful hypocrites. Many,
especially those in the aforementioned yearned for positions, regularly ignore discrimination, prejudice, and bigotry despite claiming
to do so on their social media.
There has been consistent racism, homophobia, and bigotry in
the messages of those opposing our legislation, which I’m sure will
be soon exposed on social media. This reveals a troubling double
standard on campus. These same ‘supposedly’ anti-racist senators
don’t mind or think twice when writing bigoted comments toward
our first immigrant USG president.
USG recently added a Chief Diversity Officer post over the summer, with the sole purpose of striking down any self-accountability
by bringing critics into, well ... inquisitions.
Underlying this are two fundamental truths. One, USG is full
of people willing to cave to mob-like activists and who fail to hold
anyone’s bad behavior accountable. And two, these activists holding USG and the rest of campus hostage are wolves in sheep’s clothing. They’re the ones who are actively spouting homophobic, racist,
sexist hate. By not calling this out and upholding everyone’s right
to speak freely without harassment USG has adopted a doctrine of
failure.
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Women’s softball suits up MHOC Preview:
for third weekend of games It comes down to
No. 15 Providence
by Ashton Stansel
STAFF WRITER
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

by David Sandoval

The UConn women’s softball
team will be playing in their third
weekend of games this weekend.
The team will be playing in the
UNC Tournament in North Carolina against Elon University, the University of North Carolina, the University of South Carolina and Duke
University in five games over three
days, starting on Friday, March 5.
The games come after a weekend
in which the Huskies struggled
through five games that culminated
in a 2-16 five-inning loss to the University of Texas last Sunday. It was
a difficult loss for the team, who
has at times struggled to look as
good as they did last season before
the COVID-19 pandemic forced the
season to be cut short.
The team’s pitchers struggled
their way through last weekend’s
games.
Two pitchers, Payton Kinney
and Meghan O’Neil, have pitched
most of UConn’s innings this season and they both struggled last
weekend in the three losses. The
Huskies’ pitching core gave up a total of 28 runs in three games while
the offense was only able to score
twice over those three games, both
of those runs in the Sunday game
where they gave up 16.
The first game of the weekend
will be against the Elon University Phoenixes. The team has only
played five games this season after a number of other games were
postponed, and they are currently sitting at 2-3. All three losses,
however, came against Clemson in a series of three games in
which they gave up 21 runs while
scoring zero.
This might give the UConn offense a good chance to perform in
a way they’ve sometimes struggled
to and get some runs on the board
to give the pitchers a little bit more
leeway in allowing a run or two
without that being what decides the
entire game.

STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

In this file photo, UConn softball takes home a 2-1 win against Quinnipiac University in 2019. This weekend, the Huskies take part in the UNC
Tournament. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Then, the Huskies will be facing
off against perhaps the more threatening teams in the UNC Tar Heels
and the South Carolina Gamecocks.
UNC is sitting at 5-5 after losing four
games last weekend, including two
to the No. 4 Alabama Crimson Tide.
Given both UNC and the Huskies
are coming off of bad weekends,
this weekend could be an opportunity for a rebounding performance,
but it could also continue the downhill slide that both teams seem to be
facing.
Then there are the Gamecocks,
who so far boast a 9-2 record over
11 games. Most recently, they won a
10-1 five-inning game against Winthrop University on Wednesday.
They’ve already won six games in
less than seven innings due to the
lead they have, which means just
three of their wins have had to go
the distance.
They’re probably the biggest
threat for the struggling UConn

pitching corps, who will need to recover after their frustrating performance last weekend.
Well, the biggest until you look
at Duke. Duke sits at 13-1, having
only dropped one game to Notre
Dame before beating them soundly
in two more games the same weekend. Four of their games have been
decided in less than seven innings,
and they’ve scored at least five runs
in 11 of their 13 victories. The UConn offense will have to perform
better than they did last weekend if
they want to keep up with the powerful bats of the Blue Devils and the
Gamecocks.
Besides these four games, the
Huskies have a fifth game Sunday
before the game against the Blue
Devils, but their opponent has not
been determined.
The first game of the tournament is Friday, March 5, against the
Phoenixes. The game will begin at
1:30 pm EST.

To finish off the 2020-21 regular
season, UConn will host the No. 15
Providence Friars in the Freitas Ice
Forum on Friday. Should the Huskies (9-10-2) come out on top, they
will be granted a playoff seeding.
This will be the third time both sides
meet; their most recent on Feb. 12
when Providence (10-7-5) swept the
visitors 4-0.
Looking at the hosts, UConn enter the match off a weekend home
split from the UMaine series that
saw them lose 6-4 the first match but
recovered 4-2. The Huskies still hold
their spot in the No. 4 position of the
Hockey East Power Index with an
HEPI of 51.45. Providence is right
on their tail with a .02 HEPI difference between the two schools. This
is crucial as postseason matches of
seeds No. 1 to No. 5 will automatically qualify for the quarterfinals,
which are set to be taken place on
March 14.
To head coach Mike Cavanaugh,
being able to play over 20 matches this season given the COVID-19
pandemic amongst other factors is
more than a blessing.

“To start the year, if you told me
that was gonna be the case, I would’ve
been ecstatic,” he said. “We got a great
opportunity [today] to play a team
we’re neck and neck with and two
teams that are very evenly matched
up … it’s gonna be an exciting matchup [tonight] and looking forward to
the challenge.”
This will be the second year in a row
that UConn’s postseason hopes come
down to the result of the final match of
the season. To Mike Cavanaugh, the
Providence isn’t a “must-win game”
but a game where his players should
embrace the challenge against a team
like Providence.
In terms of injuries, Vladislav Firstov is unconfirmed to make an appearance in Friday’s match while Nick
Capone has been ruled out, according
to the head coach. Mike Cavanaugh
did say Firstov did get some skating
time in, but whether or not he will
play will be determined on matchday.
As for the Friars, they will enter the
match coming off a Northeastern series where they first won 4-2 away but
tied 3-3 at home that ultimately saw
the Boston Huskies win in a shootout.
Their second tie saw a slow start to the
match until Northeastern slotted the
first goal in the second period.
Puck drop starts at 5 p.m. EST.

In this file photo, the UConn men’s hockey team stunned No. 8 UMass
with a pair of late goals in 2020. This weekend the Huskies will play
Providence. PHOTO BY MIKE MAVREDAKIS, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Congrats on your
retirement, Anthony!

Images via @SportsRoadhouse
and @pfrumors on Twitter
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Photo of the Day | Back in action

Senior UConn women’s lacrosse player Abby Vetsch (4) scrambles to catch the ball among a group of players in a game against University of Albany on March 4, 2021. PHOTO BY MAGGIE
CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Women’s Basketball Preview: Huskies set for Big East
Tournament after sweeping regular season awards
by Ben Berg

STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

It’s almost hard to imagine the
2020-21 season going any better for
the No. 1 seeded UConn Huskies (211, 18-0 Big East), who are waiting to
find out who they’ll be playing on
Saturday, March 6 in the Big East
Tournament. They put together a
dominant season and finished undefeated in conference play. On Thursday, they were rewarded for their
efforts, winning nearly every major
Big East regular season award.
At the top, freshman guard Paige
Bueckers was named both the Big
East Freshman and Player of the
Year. She is the second player to
ever do so. In 21 games, Bueckers
averaged 19.8 points while shooting
53.6% from the field and an incredible 47.6% from 3-point range. Her
efficiency was exceeded only by her
playmaking. Buecker’s 131 assists
(6.2 per-game) this season were the
most ever by a UConn player and
the seventh-most in a single season
in women’s college basketball history. She was unanimously named to
the All-Big East First Team along
with her teammate, junior Christyn
Williams (15.4 points-per-game, second on team).
On the other side of the court,
junior forward Olivia Nelson-Ododa was named the Big East Co-Defensive Player of the Year alongside
Marquette’s Selena Lott. At 6-foot-5,

In this file photo, the UConn women’s basketball team beat USF 79-38. This weekend, UConn will be the No. 1
seed in the Big East conference tournament. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Nelson-Ododa used her large frame
effectively, collecting 169 rebounds
(7.7 per-game, led UConn), 40 blocks
(1.8 per-game, led the Big East) and
13 steals in 22 games. She was the
signature rim protector on a UConn
team that allowed only 50.6 pointsper-contest, which is why she was
named to the All-Big East Second
Team. Head coach Geno Auriemma,
however, thought that Nelson-Ododa’s effort may have even still gone
underappreciated. “I think Olivia
should’ve been on the [All-Big East]

first team,” he said. “When you look
at her production, look at what she’s
done all year long, you would say,
‘Wow, there’s nine other players
that had a better year than she did
and contributed to a team as good as
ours?’”
Freshman forward Aaliyah Edwards was also rewarded for her
strong campaign, earning Big East
Sixth Woman of the Year honors.
Edwards, UConn’s second leading rebounder (5.4 per-game), led
the entire conference with a 70.4%

field-goal percentage. She scored in
double digits in 12 of her 21 games
this season, two of which were double-doubles, and came away with
an average of 10.7 points-per-game.
If not for Bueckers’ superhuman
rookie season, Edwards would have
certainly been in consideration for
Big East Freshman of the Year.
The Huskies’ excellence this year
wasn’t all on the court either. Hallof-Fame head coach Geno Auriemma was named the Big East Coach
of the Year, marking the 17th time

in his illustrious career that he was
named coach of the year in UConn’s conference. When asked what
makes Geno special, Bueckers said,
“He pushes us so hard in practice
and makes sure that he’s our toughest opponent ... The confidence he
instills that if we can win practice
and if we can beat him in practice,
nobody can beat us in a game.”
Though she was not recognized
formally with any awards, junior
forward Evina Westbrook’s impact
on the Huskies’ season cannot be
understated. Westbrook, who averaged 9.5 points, 5.2 rebounds and
4.4 assists per-game to go along
with quality defense, is considered
by many in the UConn locker room
to be the team’s emotional leader.
When asked about Westbrook’s
overall impact on winning, Bueckers said, “She’s our MVP, our do-everything person … on and off the
court.”
According to Auriemma, sophomore guard Anna Makurat will be
available to play in the tournament.
Makurat started six games before
being sidelined with an ankle injury,
when freshman Nika Muhl took her
spot in the starting lineup.
On Saturday, the No. 1 ranked
Huskies will play either the No. 8 St.
John’s Red Storm (7-14, 4-12 Big East)
or the No. 9 Xavier Musketeers (5-9,
2-8 Big East) in the Big East Tournament quarterfinals. The game will
tip off at 12 p.m. EST at the Mohegan
Sun Arena.

Field Hockey preview: Huskies set to take on Providence
by Karthik Iyer

STAFF WRITER
karthik.iyer@uconn.edu

The UConn women’s field hockey
team asserted its dominance against
the Providence Friars this past Sunday with a statement 4-0 victory.
Round two between the two squads
goes down this Sunday, but with one
crucial difference. This match will
take place on the Friars’ home turf.
The first matchup was a defensive
exhibition on the part of the Huskies.
They managed to limit Providence to
only one measly shot on goal while
mustering up 10 of their own. UConn’s discipline was also incredibly
impressive as they gave up zero penalty corners. They did everything they
needed to do to win comfortably and
they are about to carry this momentum to Providence and do it again.
One of the most telling statistics this
season is the number of shots on goal
taken by the Huskies in comparison to
their opponents thus far. The UConn
women have taken 44 shots combined
in their first two games in comparison

to three for their two opponents. They
have stifled and confused opposing
offenses with a team-first mentality
that is simply a joy to watch. As the
famous Wayne Gretzky quote goes,
“you miss 100% of the shots you don’t
take,” and UConn has been adamant
about not letting their opponents take
any. The statistics validate how the
Huskies prioritize crisp passing and
ball movement as they now have 10
assists on the season.
Another welcome sign on the
team is the great contribution
from the team’s newer players. The
freshmen and sophomores have
stepped up, embraced their roles
and helped bolster an already talented team. I also want to give a
big shoutout to sophomore Sophie
Hamilton who leads the team in the
shots on goal category with six on
the season. The present and future
look bright for the Huskies.
Make sure to tune in on Husky
Live to support the women’s field
hockey team in their quest to start
the 2020-21 season 3-0 at 1 p.m. on
Sunday, March 7.

In this photo, UConn field hockey beats Providence College 4-0 on Feb. 28, 2021. This weekend, the Huskies
will take on Providence. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Men’s Basketball: Huskies close out
regular season with senior night
by Jorge Eckardt
STAFF WRITER
jorge.eckardt@uconn.edu

UConn has one more game left
of the regular season, set to take on
Georgetown on Saturday at Gampel
Pavilion. It’ll be senior night for the
Huskies, and UConn will honor seniors Isaiah Whaley, Tyler Polley
and Josh Carlton.
Whaley has seen his usage explode over the past two seasons,
becoming UConn’s regular starting center and transforming into
a pillar of their defense under Dan
Hurley. He’s had a standout 202021 season, averaging 7.9 points, 6.2
rebounds and a conference-leading 2.79 blocks per game. His 53 total blocks are tied for No. 19 in the
country. Since UConn has played
fewer games than the average team,
he jumps to No. 9 in the country on
a per-game basis.
“Just being able to play this year
is a blessing because we were all
kind of scared and kind of shook,”
Whaley said. “We didn’t really
know if we were gonna even have a
season, so just for us to even be in
this position to have a senior night
is a blessing.”
Polley was a starter more often
than not at the beginning of his
UConn career, starting about a
third of UConn’s games his freshman year and every game he played
his sophomore year. He had started
the first 15 games of the season in
his junior year before suffering an
ACL injury that knocked him out
for the rest of the season. Now, in
his senior year, Polley has largely taken a back seat, starting just
three games and filling the role of
3-point threat off the bench. In his
18 games, Polley has averaged 7.4

In this file photo, the men’s basketball team beat Houston 77-71. This weekend, the Huskies will host Georgetown for senior night.

PHOTO BY ERIC WANG,

ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

points while shooting 36.1% from 3,
with about two-thirds of his shots
coming from deep.
“There’s been major changes
from freshman year to now. Just
to how we approach every day in
practice, how we get after it, how
we’re so much more together as a
team,” Polley said. We’re like a real
family now, and I think that’s what
Coach Hurley harped on when he
got here … Everybody brings something to the table, and that’s how
you become successful.”
Carlton, like Whaley, was often
a starter for much of his UConn
career, playing in every single one
of UConn’s 96 games over the past

three seasons and starting in 81 of
them. Carlton won American Athletic Conference’s most improved
player in his sophomore season
when he averaged nine points, 6.2
rebounds and 1.8 blocks per game,
while shooting over 60% from the
field. This season, like Polley, he has
largely been used in a bench role,
starting just one of the 15 games
he’s appeared in and averaging just
over 12 minutes a game. In his time
on the court, Carlton has 3.6 points
and 4.0 boards.
“Coming into UConn at a time
when the program was kind of in a
downfall, just being able to be here
and see the change in the program,”

Carlton said. “Seeing the talent we
have, seeing us play these games in
the Big East and seeing how much
it’s changed since I first got here, it
was just really good to be a part of.”
If UConn (13-6, 10-6 Big East)
starts all three seniors vs. Georgetown, which is customary for senior night, the Huskies will come
out with a lineup containing three
players standing at 6-foot-9 or taller — though it likely won’t last for
long.
The Hoyas (9-11, 7-8 Big East) are
currently riding a two-game win
streak and have won four of their
last five, beating the likes of Xavier, Butler, DePaul and Seton Hall.

Their only loss? UConn.
The last time the Huskies and
Hoyas faced off, UConn took
home a 70-57 win backed by a
20-point scoring night from James
Bouknight and a 17-point scoring
night from R.J. Cole.
Center Qudus Wahab gave UConn a lot of trouble, picking up an
18-point, 10-rebound double-double on 5-of-6 shooting from the field
and 8-of-12 shooting from the line.
The Huskies will need to count on
seniors Whaley and Carlton to shut
him down.
Tip-off is scheduled for noon
on Saturday, and the game can be
watched on CBS.

Baseball: Huskies headed to South
Carolina for Baseball at the Beach series
by Conner Gilson
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

After a tough weekend down
in Southern Mississippi, UConn
baseball is back on the road —
this time in South Carolina — to
face off against Miami University, Davidson College and Coastal
Carolina University in this year’s
Baseball at the Beach series.
The weekend will kick off Friday with a matchup against Miami, followed by a one-and-done
against Davidson Saturday, before the Huskies (2-4) wrap up
the weekend with a two-game series against host Coastal Carolina
Sunday and Monday. UConn has
gotten off to a bit of a shaky start
this season but will look to right
the ship with another difficult series ahead.
Leading the way for the Huskies is Reggie Crawford. The
second-year freshman paces the
team in hits (8), home runs (3)
and RBIs (18) and is coming off
an impressive two-home run, sixRBI outing against the University
of Southern Mississippi last Sunday.
More surprising than Crawford’s numbers, however, is the
lackluster performance from Big
East Preseason Player of the Year
Kyler Fedko. In the Huskies’ six
games, Fedko is batting just .227
and has struck out over twice as
many times (12) as he has gotten a
hit this season (5). If UConn want
to start putting more wins on the
board, they’ll need their best bat
to start getting back into the form
fans saw last year.
The mound has also gotten off
to a rough start for the Huskies
this season. Ben Casparius, the
top pitching prospect in the Big
East and UConn’s ace, sits at 0-1
with an ERA of 4.26, striking out
13 through 12.2 innings.
The bullpen has faced similar
struggles, with fifth-year senior
Kenny Haus’ ERA up to 7.71 af-

In this file photo, UConn baseball takes home a 9-1 win against Central Connecticut State University in 2019.
This weekend, the Huskies will take on Miami, Davidson and Coastal Carolina. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

ter boasting a .79 ERA in seven
appearances last season. Caleb
Wurster, however, has been huge
for UConn, pitching 5.1 shutout
innings and giving the Huskies
their lone win in their series
against then-No. 16 Virginia.
UConn will have to be clicking
in all aspects if they hope to have
their first winning weekend of
the year, particularly against this
week’s competition.
Miami’s (5-3) best bat is redshirt freshman Nate Stone, who
is batting .500 on the season including three doubles, one homer and eight RBIs. Stone isn’t
alone, though, as the Redhawks

have three other players batting over .330 thus far, including
Will Vogelsang. The grad student is slashing an impressive
.344/.421/.594 line and leading
the team in hits (11), doubles (5)
and RBIs (9).
Sam Bachman is likely to get
the start on the mound for Miami. In his two starts, the junior
has allowed just one run in 11 innings while striking out 16. The
Huskies have struck out at least
10 times in all but one of their
games this season, so it will be
interesting to see if they can keep
their composure against a pitcher
like Bachman.

Davidson (4-3) has been incredibly hot-and-cold to start the
2021 season. The Cardinals put
up an average of 12.5 runs in their
four wins but knocked in just
over three runs in their losses.
The leading batters for Davidson
are Trevor Candelaria and Henry Koehler. Candelaria leads the
Cardinals with a .381 batting average while Koehler bats second
and paces the team in hits, tacking on a home run and four RBIs
in his 29 at bats.
Either Ryan Feczko or Gabe
Levy are likely to take the mound
for Saturday’s contest. The freshman Feczko has pitched in two

no-decisions, and has a 4.0 ERA
through nine innings, while
Levy came in as a relief pitcher
in his first game before starting
his second appearance, putting
together nine innings of one-run
baseball and leading the team
with 11 strikeouts.
UConn wraps up the series with a two-game matchup
against host Coastal Carolina,
who will undoubtedly be their
toughest test of the weekend.
The Chanticleers (5-2) have
already taken games from thenNo. 16 Duke, No. 16 Wake Forest
and No. 23 West Virginia and are
currently on a four-game winning streak. Leading the way for
Coastal Carolina is Nick Lucky,
who paces the team in batting
average (.387), hits (12) and home
runs (3) and is second on the
team in RBIs with seven.
The junior was also the most
recent recipient of the Sun Belt
Player of the Week award after
he batted .400 with two home
runs, five RBIs and five runs in
their 4-0 week. The Chanticleers,
however, do struggle with composure at the plate like UConn
does, and have five players who
have struck out at least nine
times on the year.
On the mound, it’ll be Nick
Parker and a pitch-by-committee
approach to wrap up the weekend. Parker started in Coastal
Carolina’s sole win over Duke,
pitching five innings and giving up two runs but earned the
no-decision. He was not as successful in their win against West
Virginia, going 4.2 innings and
allowing eight hits and four runs
in the eventual victory. If Parker gets off to another slow start
on Sunday, the door will be wide
open for UConn to run up the
score.
The festivities kick off Friday
at noon in the Huskies’ first fourgame series of the season and
will end Monday as the Huskies
try to get back to that .500 mark.
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UConn Women’s Soccer Recap: UConn falls
2-1 to receive their first loss of the season
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
STAFF WRITER
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

In this photo, UConn defeats Northeastern 2-0 on Feb. 28, 2021. This weekend, the Huskies lost to Providence 2-1 to pick up their first loss of the season. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Alexis Rothmann and Chloe Ortoland. In front of them was a packed
midfield Kelsie Cummings, Mara
Rodriguez, Anna Kalooski and
Avery Snead. Finally, the forward
partnership consisted of Hannah
McNulty, Elayna Grillakis and Amber Birchwell.
Despite the Friars hosting the
contest, it would be the Huskies
who would convert in enemy territory. UConn got on the scoreboard thanks to midfielder Sophia
Danyko-Kulchycky, who came off
the bench in the 26th minute, and
found the back of the net six minutes later when her shot was able to

sneak past Bodner to put the Huskies up 1-0.
However, the lead would not last
long, as Providence responded in
the 43rd minute. Just like UConn’s
goal, the equalizer was made by the
bench; forwards Meg Hughes and
Kyla Gallagher combined to find
midfielder Esther Ronn, who was
able to slot it into the net to level it
up at one just before the half.
Without a doubt, this was a major
blow to a Husky team that expected
to go into the half with an advantage, albeit a slight one. Nonetheless, they received a crushing blow
to their morale when they conceded

Women’s Lacrosse: Huskies continue
their winning ways defeating Albany
by Nicholas Hellinghausen
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.hellinghausen@uconn.edu

Men’s Soccer
Preview: UConn
looking to bounce
back at home
versus Seton Hall
by Ben Berg

STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

UConn women’s lacrosse played a close game and ultimately won 14-11
against University of Albany on March 4, 2021. The game featured five
ties and UConn pushed through to the win at the end with junior Lia
LaPrise scoring two out of six goals in the second half. PHOTO BY MAGGIE
CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

assist from Palmucci. Albany quickly
responded though snatching an 8-7
lead after Conway and Kyla Zapolski
each found the back of the net. From
this point on, the Huskies put the
Great Danes under relentless pressure and began dictating play more
consistently. UConn recorded three
unanswered goals to retake the lead
10-8.
With 12:37 left to play, Albany’s
Kendrick Harbinger scored her team’s
first goal in almost ten minutes and
brought them within one of the Huskies. UConn refused to let Albany
back in the match as they proceeded
to score another set of three unanswered goals. Lia LaPrise came up

clutch as she scored one of the three
goals and executed sensational assists
on the other two. Watson would score
the final goal with 1:54 remaining,
bringing her up to 15 goals on the year.
The second half saw UConn finish with slightly more draw controls,
groundballs, shots on goal and saves.
The Huskies did an excellent job executing their game plan in the second
half and held their lead remarkably
well down the stretch. Watson produced the most goals in the game with
four, while LaPrise notched the most
assists with three.
The team will hope to extend its win
streak this Sunday when they take on
the No. 22 UMass Minutewomen.

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s basketball
Saturday

vs.

vs.
Noon, Gampel Pavilion

Men’s Soccer, Saturday, 2 p.m.
Storrs, CT

vs.
Women’s Soccer, Sunday, 2 p.m.
Queens, NY

This Saturday, March 6, following back-to-back shutout
losses, the Huskies (1-2, 0-2 Big
East) will return home to host
the Seton Hall Pirates (3-1-1, 1-1
Big East) at the Joseph J. Morrone
Stadium. UConn is still looking
for its first Big East win in over
eight years, and Seton Hall is a
very formidable opponent.
Historically, Seton Hall versus
UConn has been a very backand-forth matchup. The Huskies
hold a lifetime record of 14-13-3
when facing the Pirates, going
6-3-1 in their last ten meetings.
That being said, UConn has
a sparkling 11-4-2 record versus Seton Hall when playing at
home, as Saturday’s match will
be.
The only problem for UConn is
the last time they met Seton Hall
was in 2012, and the Pirates ap-

pear to be much improved since
then. Seton Hall has collected three wins in their first five
games this season, all of which
were shutouts. Their only loss
this season came in overtime
against Georgetown. They are
outsourcing their opponents 8-5
this season, and 5-2 in their past
four games.
UConn on the other hand has
struggled scoring. After winning
their opening-day match with
Sacred Heart 3-0, they have not
scored a goal in either of their
two games since then. On average, they are being outshot by
four shots-per-game. That being said, their goalkeeper, senior
Jahmali White, has allowed only
four goals this season, despite
facing 16 total shots. Look for
White to play a big role against a
Pirates team averaging 6.6 shots
on goal per game.
The match will begin at 2:00
p.m. Eastern at the Joseph J.
Morrone Stadium in Storrs.

SNY

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

The UConn’s women’s lacrosse team
moved to 3-1 on the season after defeating the University of Albany 14-11. This
marked the third consecutive win for
the Huskies.
UConn got off to a successful start
taking an early 5-2 lead. The Huskies
were winning the majority of the early
draw controls and capitalizing on their
opportunities. After eight minutes
of play, Sydney Watson had already
scored a hat trick for the Huskies.
UConn’s Abby Vetsch and Stephanie
Palmucci also posted goals during this
timeframe.
Albany (2-2) would break the
six-minute scoring drought following
a Madison Conway goal off an assist
from Katie Pascale, bringing the score
to 5-3 in favor of UConn. Albany competed extremely well in the latter stages
of the first half, forcing the Huskies into
numerous turnovers. Pascale recorded
two goals, including one off of a free position shot, to conclude the competitive
first half and level the score at 6-6.
In the first half, UConn held an 11-8
advantage in groundballs as well as
a slight 7-6 edge in draw controls. Albany was able to come up with three
more saves and commit one less turnover than the Huskies after 30 minutes
of competition. The opening half was
incredibly tight as there was not much
separating the two teams.
Kate Shaffer kicked off the scoring
in the second half, utilizing a beautiful

with two minutes left until the half,
and it would be Providence who
would have momentum going into
the second half.
Despite the frustration Rodriguez’s squad may have felt, they
went into the second half having
forgotten the monumental gut
punch they had just recently received. However, they would not
be able to get the momentum back,
and worrying signs began to show
themselves for UConn.
Gallagher was able to get a shot
off for the Friars five minutes into
the second half, and Providence
were able to get another shot off in

@uconnhuskies

@UConnWBB compiled a list of @BIGEAST
awards today!

TWEETS OF THE DAY

The UConn women’s soccer team
fell to the Providence Friars 2-1 at
Anderson Stadium on Thursday,
March 4. The Huskies (2-1-0, 2-1-0
Big East) recorded their first overall
and conference loss of the season,
while the Friars (3-0-0, 1-0-0 Big
East) last gasp goal saw them keep
their undefeated streak alive.
Providence head coach Sam
Lopes will be relieved to have
snatched the victory away from
UConn, as the reality that no one
squad was dominant throughout
the entirety of the match. Furthermore, they both had extremely similar statistics; the Huskies finished
with nine shots in comparison to
the Friars’ six. Moreover, both sides
faced a similar amount of shots,
with UConn facing 13 in comparison to Providence’s 11.
UConn head coach Margaret
Rodriguez with Randi Palacios in
net, and a backline that consisted
of Melina Couzis, Rachel Marchini,
Jacqueline Harnett and Kara Long.
In front of them in midfield were
Emma Zaccagnini, Jessica Mazo
and Lucy Cappadona, while the
forwards were Kess Elmore, Yamilee Eveillard and Jada Konte. On
the other side of the pitch Lopes’
starting 11.
The hosts lined up with Emma
Bodner in net, and a defense that
was made up of Christina Rodgers,

the 71st minute. Although it is easy
to assume that two shots would
not have a drastic impact on the
match, it did demonstrate that the
Friars attack was running on all
cylinders. The Huskies were not
able to get a shot off throughout
this entire period, and the Husky
defense that had stood tall for the
majority of the half finally crumbled when Snead was able to get
on the end of a pass by Birchwell,
smashing it into the net to give the
Friars the 2-1 lead.
Ultimately, Snead’s goal would
be the winner. Providence were
able to come back from 1-0 down to
score two unanswered goals to get
the victory. The undefeated Friars
now set their eyes on Georgetown,
who they’ll go up against on Sunday, March 7 at Shaw Field.
UConn also gets back to action
on Sunday, March 7, when they
travel to the Higgins Soccer Complex to take on Villanova. The
Wildcats currently have a record
of 1-3-0 (1-3-0 Big East), and are
coming off a match against the St.
John’s Red Storm on Thursday,
March 3. The Huskies will have to
keep an eye on forwards Sam Rosette and Makayla Stadler, who are
the squad’s leading goal scorers,
with both having scored one goal.
If the Huskies can get on the scoresheet first like they did against
Providence, and maintain that
great form throughout the match,
then they will have a strong chance
of coming out on top.

@SNYtv
COOKIE CLUB SEASON 2 IS HERE!
@SteveGelbs. @TheRealSmith2_.
@JDDavis26. The boys are back.
Ben

@CriminalCosta
No player completed more xLGCLG
(Let’s Go Chelsea Let’s Go!) than Pulisic
vs Liverpool (28.87). Cheerleader.
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

