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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 8:47 p.m. on Mar. 10

*positive test results

52

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

226

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

Thursday, March 11, 2021

199

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

182 Cumulative
Staff Cases*

USG Chief Diversity Officer-elect
University shifting to blue COVID-19
resigns amid online harassment
residential status, lifting some restrictions
by Caroline LeCour

SOCIAL MEDIA AND OUTREACH COORDINATOR
caroline.lecour@uconn.edu

On Wednesday afternoon, the
Undergraduate Student Government issued a statement announcing the resignation of Chief
Diversity Officer-elect B Diaz.
“It is with a heavy heart that I
announce my resignation,” said
CDO-elect B Diaz in the letter.
Diaz claimed that after several
days, they decided to step down
as CDO in the interest of their
mental health after receiving numerous hateful comments attacking their character and campaign
online.
Diaz explained that the attacks
“consisted of blatant lies with apparent malicious intent.”
“My mission as a student leader
has always been to cultivate a safe

A student studies on campus during the COVID-19 pandemic. Recently the university announced it
would lift some restrictions as it shifts to blue COVID-19 residential status.

and inclusive environment for all
students,” Diaz said. “However,
it’s clear that those involved in
this orchestrated attack against
me do not seek to create a safer
and more inclusive community.”
According to USG’s former
CDO, Damani Douglas, he also
witnessed harassment towards
Diaz over the course of the spring
semester from multiple anonymous social media accounts.
“I am disheartened both by this
conduct and by the effect it has
had on B Diaz and other elected
officials,” said Douglas.
Diaz concluded the letter by
saying they wish their “position
to be filled fairly.” According to
page 22 of the USG constitution,
a new CDO shall be elected by a
two-thirds vote of the Student
Senate as a replacement from the
resignation.
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by Taylor Harton
NEWS EDITOR
taylor.harton@uconn.edu

Beginning Thursday, the University of Connecticut will be relaxing
several COVID-19 related restrictions,
such as allowing guests in residence
halls and larger events outside as part
of a university transition to blue status, according to an email sent out on
Wednesday from Dean of Students,
Elly Daugherty.
The rollback comes just short of the
one-year anniversary of UConn transi-

tioning to full online instruction back
on Mar. 12 last year, when the pandemic began posing an increasing threat to
the United States.
Students living in residential halls on
campus will be permitted to have one
guest over, but the guest must leave by
11:59 p.m. Additionally, outdoor movement activities, such as entertainment
performances, are now permitted.
“As we enjoy these signs of our success, let us also never lose sight of the
disruption and concern this virus has

caused,” Daugherty said. “COVID-19
will, I hope, continue to fade as vaccination rates continue to rise and prevention efforts maintain good health.
We should, however, never forget the
cost of COVID-19 and the care we will
always have for one another.”
As of Wednesday, the Storrs campus had a COVID-19 positivity rate of
1.13 percent. 1,149 students, faculty and
staff have received their first dose of the
vaccine, and 1,001 have received their
second.

EVENTS

Today, 3/11

Virtual Gentle Yoga
7:15 – 8 a.m. Virual
Climbing Center Basic Orientation
11:30 – 11:50 a.m. in UConn Climbing Center
UCONN EVENTS CALENDAR

Ethan Werstler plans to provide more student aid
and create transparency as new USG Vice President
by Samuel Katz

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

Ethan Werstler, a sixth-semester
political science and communications major, was named Vice
President-elect in the University
of Connecticut Undergraduate
Student Government election
held earlier this month.
Werstler grew up in Woodstock, Connecticut, and is a
fourth generation UConn student. He attended high school
at Woodstock Academy. There,
he was involved in Model United Nations and toured for Model
UN at the national level.
Ethan looks back positively on
his time in Model UN.
“That experience helped me
get where I am in terms of speaking comfortably in front of people and working on policies,’’
Werstler said.
Werstler had little interest in
student government when he
began attending UConn until
Dylan Demoura, the current vice
chair of the UConn Public Interest Research Group, suggested
that he run for USG Senate.
“He’s the reason I’m in USG.
He believed in me and now he’s
moved on, but that is one of the
biggest reasons I am involved.
Because a student believed in
me. And now I’m trying to bring
other people to the organization.

For more...

USG needs good people,” Werstler said.
Werstler has since served as
a USG senator for three years,
Deputy Speaker for two terms
and Food Security Coordinator, as well as a member of the
UConn Board of Trustees. Prior
to running in the most recent
election alongside now USG
President-elect Mason Holland,
Werstler’s only prior campaign
experience had been his race for
the UConn Board of Trustees.
Werstler said he wanted to
better directly help implement
change for students at UConn,
and teamed up with Holland as
he had similar goals.
“Mason’s very much an activist, outside the institution kind
of guy. He’s so well connected
with the grassroots organizations and activism,” Werstler
said. “I have an understanding
of the institution and the levers
of power at UConn. With the two
of those mentalities, we made up
the most qualified candidates in
the election.”
Wrestler noted that prior to
Holland and himself being elected, former USG presidents had
only discussed student advocacy with a small portion of the
student body and had not paid
enough attention to the perspectives of the broader population.

See USG PLANS, p. 2
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Ethan Werstler, who was recently elected vice president of UConn’s Undergraduate Student Government, poses in front of the Student Union on March 9, 2021. Wrestler plans to provide more student aid
and transparency regarding policies as the new vice president of USG.
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Palestinians should not be
expected to love their oppressors

A Capella: A sisterhood 20
years in the making

Basketball: Huskies to take on
(Providence/DePaul) in second
round of Big East Tournament

Tweet of the Day
Palace Theatre
@waterburypalace
Great article in @UConn Today about our
podcast series, “Broadway Buzz with
@stuonbroadway. Have you listened yet?
.”
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News
NEW USG VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT’S PLAN AND PROPOSAL No evidence migrants at border
significantly spreading virus

USG, cont. from p. 2
Core to the policies of Werst- to actually make these changes,”
ler and Holland is a plan to re- Werstler said.
imagine, reinvest and rebuild
Werstler said he intends to
the student government. Im- bolster Husky Market, which is
proving student information and a program designed to support
involvement in USG is critical UConn students facing food
to
this
i n s e c u r i t y,
plan.
through ex“We want to redefine the
“ W e
panding the
want to narrative. The USG should be program to
redefine
stuseen as a force of good, not an help
the nardents receive
rative.
for
organization that tells other loans
The USG
emergency
groups what to do. ”
should
purposes or
be seen
to help kickETHAN WRESTLER
as
a
start
their
force of
own
busigood, not an organization that nesses.
tells other groups what to do.
Werstler and Holland’s polIt’s not enough to bring aware- icies also include further outness to the changes needed, but reach between USG and the stu-

dent body, as well as ensuring
the safety of students at UConn
against harassment and discrimination.
Most importantly to Werstler,
USG should serve to provide
students with many of the things
they take for granted at UConn,
and hopes that he and Holland
will be able to reflect that.
“USG is an organization that’s
made of undergraduate students
who care about other undergraduate students,” Werstler
said. “There is an incredible
number of advocacy groups at
UConn, hundreds of people who
put hundreds of hours into making your student experience better. And to me, there’s nothing
more important than improving
people’s college experience.”

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott speaks on illegal immigration during a
press conference on the border at Anzalduas Park, Tuesday,
March 9, 2021, in Mission, Texas. He has been trying to shift the
blame regarding the coronavirus towards migrants despite there
being no evidence of migrants being a significant factor.
PHOTO BY JOEL MARTINEZ/AP

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — As he
ended Texas’ coronavirus restrictions Wednesday over the objections of public health officials, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has tried
shifting concern about the virus’

spread to migrants with COVID-19
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border,
though without evidence they are a
significant factor.

“Senior Slice” program nears closing for
the final round of votes in its first year

Pizza is served from the wood-fired oven at McMahon dining hall
where the Senior Slice will be served until the end of the Spring
2021 semester. UConn Dining Services is offering the chance for
seniors to build and vote on their own unique pizza flavor. Voting
ends on Friday, March 12th.
PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Thomas Alvarez
STAFF WRITER
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

Kim Howlett, assistant manager of
McMahon, and Rebecca DesRoches,
publicity and marketing manager in
the Department of Dining Services,
spoke about the University of Connecticut’s Senior Slice program, how
it came to be and their plans for the
future.
Howlett said the McMahon staff
worked with DesRoches to ensure the
program would be ready for the Class
of 2021. She said they worked to select
the finalists, and DesRoches helped to
develop the marketing and timeline.
“Once we received all the submissions a panel of management and our

production chef reviewed the entries
and sent Rebecca our top six choices, three vegan options and three
non-vegan … She would send me her
marketing input and timelines and
has been reaching out to UConn officials to make sure we were able to
make the first Senior Slice happen for
the Class of 2021,” Howlett said.
DesRoches said she immediately
thought the Senior Slice could become
a tradition at UConn. She said Dining Services plays a role in the Senior
Scoop, a similar tradition involving
the creation of ice cream flavors by the
Senior class, and she hopes this program has similar success.
“As soon as Kim approached me
about this idea, I immediately thought
this could become a great new tra-
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dition for UConn,” DesRoches said.
“Dining Services is partially involved
with Senior Scoop, and we have seen
how much fun that annual tradition
has become. We hope Senior Slice will
have similar success.”
Howlett said the COVID-19 pandemic has forced them to more quickly develop their program to adapt to
the shorter semester. She said they
decided to have the Senior Slice available at multiple locations to allow for
a greater number of students and staff
to enjoy the program.
“Due to COVID-19, the semester
has been cut significantly shorter. We
had to pull this together really quick
to get everything done before students leave campus,” Howlett said.
“As we were going through the process of setting up, we came up with
making Senior Slice available at multiple dining locations on campus so
that students in quarantine, as well
as students and staff that don’t have
meal plans, will have a chance to try
the Senior Slice.”
DesRoches said they received 143
entries into the competition, a good
number considering their limited
timeframe. She said for next year
they hope to have the Senior Slice begin in late fall 2021 for competition by
February 2022.
“For the initial submission of ideas,
we received 143 entries. For our first
time doing this and on such a short
time frame, we were very happy with
the level of participation,” DesRoches
said. “For the Class of 2022, we are
hoping to start this process in late fall
and have the pizzas ready to serve
starting in early February.”
As of Tuesday, DesRoches said
they received 128 votes, but she is
predicting the number will increase
greatly as the March 12 deadline approaches. She said they tend to re-

ceive the most votes on the last day,
so she predicts over 100 more votes
to be submitted.
“As of Tuesday afternoon, we
have 128 votes. Due to the tight timeline, we were only able to give eveveryone a week to vote,” DesRoches
said. “We always tend to have the
most participation towards the end
or on the last day, so I expect we
may receive another 100+ votes.”
Howlett said the feedback they
have received from students has
been positive so far. She said some
students have also provided constructive feedback regarding access
for students with dietary restrictions.
“I have received positive feedback from students as they walk
through and read the marketing
we have near our pizza station,”
Howlett said. “We have also received some constructive feedback
from students inquiring if our
pizza choices will be accessible to
those with dietary and allergen restrictions.”
DesRoches encouraged students
to visit Dining Services’ website
and vote for their favorite option.
She said they will announce on
their social media when the pizza will be available, so students
should follow them to find out
when they can find additional information.
“Voting is open to the entire campus community, so we welcome anyone that hasn’t already voted to do so
... We are also working on which days
the pizzas will be served at McMahon,
North and USM, and we will make that
announcement when we have those
details finalized,” DesRoches said.
“Follow @mcmahondininghall and @
uconndining on Instagram to find out
the results and additional details.”
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In-Person Classes aim Security camera hack exposes
to resume in Fall 2021 hospitals, workplaces, schools
by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

Class registration for both the
summer 2021 and fall 2021 semesters starts on March 22, Stephanie
Reitz, university spokesperson,
said.
All University of Connecticut
students will be able to register
for classes as they normally would
using the Student Administration
System, Reitz said. For the summer 2021 semester, classes will remain primarily in an online format,
but UConn is preparing to resume
more in-person classes for the fall.
For fall 2021 class registration,
most classes will be listed as in-person instruction in Student Admin,
Reitz said. However, due to the ever-changing state of the pandemic, class modalities are subject to
change.

“For the fall semester, the university is hoping and preparing to
provide as much in-person instruction as possible, but those decisions
will depend on state guidelines and
vaccination levels in the university
population as we get closer to fall,”
Reitz said.
The official modality of the fall
semester classes will depend on
the state of Connecticut COVID-19
safety precautions and vaccination levels closer to the start of the
semester, Reitz said. It cannot be
determined at the present moment
when all of the modalities will be
finalized.
“Our goal is to support as much
of an in-person classroom experience as possible for the fall, but
we are ready to increase the number of online and hybrid offerings
as needed to ensure community
health and our compliance with
state guidance,” Reitz said.

Congress OKs $1.9T
virus relief bill in
win for Biden, Dems

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., and Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer of N.Y., pose after signing the $1.9 trillion COVID-19
relief bill during an enrollment ceremony on Capitol Hill. Recently, the House gave final congressional approval to the sweeping
package seven weeks after the proposal.
PHOTO BY ALEX BRANDON/AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — A Con- ing $300 weekly emergency ungress riven along party lines ap- employment benefits into early
proved the landmark $1.9 trillion September. But the legislation
COVID-19 relief bill Wednesday, goes far beyond that.
The measure addresses Demas President Joe Biden and Democrats claimed a major triumph ocrats’ campaign promises and
on legislation marshaling the Biden’s top initial priority of easgovernment’s spending might ing a one-two punch that first
against twin pandemic and eco- hit the country a year ago. Since
nomic crises that have upended a then, many Americans have been
relegated to hernation.
mit-like lifestyles
The
House
“Today we have a
in their homes
gave final conto avoid a disdecision to make
gressional
apease that’s killed
proval to the
of tremendous
over 525,000 peosweeping packple — about the
age by a near
consequence.”
population
of
party line 220SPEAKER PELOSI
Wichita, Kansas
211 vote precise— and plunged
ly seven weeks
the economy to
after Biden entered the White House and four its deepest depths since the Great
days after the Senate passed the Depression.
“Today we have a decision
bill. Republicans in both chambers opposed the legislation to make of tremendous conseunanimously, characterizing it quence,” said House Speaker
as bloated, crammed with liberal Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., “a decipolicies and heedless of signs the sion that will make a difference
for millions of Americans, saving
crises are easing.
“Help is here,” Biden tweeted lives and livelihoods.”
For Biden and Democrats,
moments after the roll call, which
ended with applause from Demo- the bill is essentially a canvas
cratic lawmakers. Biden said he’d on which they’ve painted their
core beliefs — that government
sign the measure Friday.
Most noticeable to many Amer- programs can be a benefit, not a
icans are provisions providing bane, to millions of people and
up to $1,400 direct payments this that spending huge sums on such
year to most adults and extend- efforts can be a cure, not a curse.
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In this March 4, 2020 file photo, a security camera is shown on the second floor of a row of rooms at a
motel in Kent, Wash. Recently, Hackers aiming to call attention to the dangers of mass surveillance said
they were able to peer into hospitals, schools, factories, jails and corporate offices after they broke
into the systems of a security-camera startup.
PHOTO BY TED S. WARREN/AP

(AP) - Hackers aiming to call attention to the dangers of mass surveillance said they were able to peer
into hospitals, schools, factories,
jails and corporate offices after they
broke into the systems of a security-camera startup.
That California startup, Verkada,
said Wednesday it is investigating
the scope of the breach, first reported by Bloomberg, and has notified
law enforcement and its customers.
Swiss hacker Tillie Kottmann, a
member of the group that calls itself
APT-69420 Arson Cats, described
it in an online chat with The Associated Press as a small collective
of “primarily queer hackers, not
backed by any nations or capital
but instead backed by the desire for
fun, being gay and a better world.”
They were able to gain access to a
Verkada “super” administrator account using valid credentials found
online, Kottmann said. Verkada
said in a statement that it has since
disabled all internal administrator
accounts to prevent any unauthorized access.
But for two days, the hackers
said, they were able to peer unhin-

dered into live feeds from potentially tens of thousands of cameras,
including many that were watching
sensitive locations such as hospitals
and schools. Kottmann said that included outdoor and indoor cameras
at Sandy Hook Elementary School
in Newtown, Connecticut, where
26 first-grade students and six educators were killed in 2012 by a gunman in one of the deadliest school
shootings in U.S. history.
The school district’s superintendent didn’t return calls or emailed
requests for comment Wednesday.
One of Verkada’s affected customers, the San Francisco web infrastructure and security company
Cloudflare, said the compromised
Verkada cameras were watching
entrances and main thoroughfares
to some of its offices that have been
closed for nearly a year due to the
pandemic.
“As soon as we became aware of
the compromise, we disabled the
cameras and disconnected them
from office networks,” said spokesperson Laurel Toney. “No customer
data or processes have been impacted by this incident.”

Another San Francisco tech
company, Okta, said five cameras
it placed at office entrances were
compromised, though there’s no
evidence anyone viewed the live
streams.
Twitter said it permanently
suspended Kottmann’s account,
which posted materials gathered
in the hack, for violating its rules
against ban evasion, which typically happens when users start a new
account to circumvent an earlier
suspension. Kottmann had earlier
received a message from Twitter
suspending the account for violating its rules against the distribution
of hacked material, the hacker said.
The Verkada footage captured
and shared by hackers included
a Tesla facility in China and the
Madison County Jail in Huntsville,
Alabama. Madison County Sheriff
Kevin Turner said in a statement
Wednesday the jail has taken the
cameras offline, adding “we are
confident that this unauthorized
release did not and will not impact
the safety of staff or inmates.” Tesla
didn’t respond to requests for comment.

NO EVIDENCE AGAINST MIGRANTS
IN THE SPREAD OF THE VIRUS
TEXAS, cont. from p. 2
The focus by Abbott and other
Republicans on migrant families
has drawn criticism about invoking
a long history in the U.S. of wrongly
suggesting migrants spread diseases.
Twin pressures are bearing
down on the Texas border as, beginning Wednesday, state residents
no longer are required to wear face
coverings after eight months under
a mask mandate. Infection levels
remain higher in the region than in
most others, and rising numbers of
immigrants are now overwhelming
federal detention facilities.
Arriving migrants who test positive are being directed to local
hotels for isolation, as Abbott and
Democratic President Joe Biden
Bartender Angie Gibson, center, waits on customers at Mo’s Irish
fight over who is responsible for
Pub Wednesday, March 10, 2021, in Houston. Texas Gov. Greg Abhelping them.
bott allowed the state mandates for COVID-19 safety measures to
Doctors on the border fear Abbott
expire Wednesday.
repealed coronavirus safeguards
PHOTO BY DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP
too soon and threatens a fragile decline in COVID-19 cases. The surge
of immigration to the border is also
worrying, they say, but far from the source, and there’s a lot of differ- by alleging Biden was “releasing
biggest factor in containing the vi- ent sources. And it’s a shame that COVID-positive illegal immigrants
rus’ spread.
we’re going to create new sources in our state” by easing some of for“It’s not triviby dropping the mer President Donald Trump’s
al,” said Dr. James
restrictions.”
toughest border policies.
“It’s
not
trivial
...
Castillo, the pubAbbott, under
Abbott has rejected offers from
and there’s a lot of pressure from the Biden administration for help
lic health authority for Cameron
s e r v a t i v e s with testing and quarantining midifferent sources. And ctoo n end
County in Texas’
COVID grants, saying that job belongs enRio Grande Val- it’s a shame that we’re restrictions, an- tirely to the federal government.
ley, the busiest
last week
“The federal government has the
going to create new nounced
corridor for mithat Texas would responsibility to fund the testing
grant apprehensources by dropping fully reopen, al- of anybody coming here who does
sions along the
lowing full capac- have COVID,” Abbott said during a
the restrictions”
U.S.-Mexico bority in restaurants trip to the border Tuesday.
der.
and bars and
Asked whether the governor
DR. JAMES CASTILLO
“Is it the biggest
large gatherings had numbers on migrants with
source of infecthat had been COVID-19 who have entered the
tion to our whole community?” he considered dangerous. Biden criti- U.S., Abbott spokesman Renae Eze
said, referring to migrants arriving cized the decision as “Neanderthal offered a statement Wednesday:
with the virus. “No, it’s maybe one thinking,” and Abbott shot back “Because the Biden Administration
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Common Sense

by Katherine Jimenez Cruz
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
katherine.jimenez_cruz@uconn.edu

It is a truth universally acknowledged that Israel loves to
cry “antisemitism” whenever it’s
criticized, especially when its
discrimination against Palestinians is made obvious. Based on
Israel’s logic, every Palestinian
who opposes the Jewish state
must be a racist, an antisemite
and whatever other word Israel
wants to use to deflect from its
war crimes. But the Nakba has
not been so easily forgotten and
it continues on every day, from
Israel’s forced occupation of the
West Bank to East Jerusalem to
Gaza.
When we talk about Israel,
we tend to talk about the Jewish people. We talk about their
struggles, about the millions,
and still counting, of lives lost in
the Holocaust and their persecution in both the Christian and Islamic worlds. However, no country should be safe from criticism.
We can talk about Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, China, India, Sudan and

Palestinians should not be expected
to love their oppressors
even the United States when it
comes to human rights violations. What makes Israel think
that it should be treated any differently? Is it because it’s home
to a historically discriminated
group? Most likely, but at what
costs? You don’t just dispossess
a land of its indigenous people to
increase the favorability of another. Of course, the Jewish people have a historic connection
to what is now Israel, but so do
the millions of Palestinians who
were there before the British,
the Nakba and the modern-day
Israelis.
It’s a historical fact that Israel is a product of colonization.
What else would you call the
mass exodus of at least 750,000
Arabs from Palestine? Or how
about the dozens of laws that
favor Israeli Jews over Palestinian citizens? It is not just about
being Jewish. The whole conflict is about how Palestinians’
voices are silenced because gov-

The whole conflict
is about how
Palestinians’ voices
are silenced because
governments choose
to give in to the
fear that they will
be called something
that they are not.
ernments choose to give in to
the fear that they will be called
something they are not. It’s
about time we make room to tell
the story of the persecution of
the Arabs in that same land that
is no bigger than New Jersey.
Who spoke for the persecuted
exiled masses who had nowhere
else to go but refugee camps? As
far as I can tell, governments like
the United States don’t even rec-

ognize the thousands of Palestinians killed unjustifiably over
the last 50 years. And although
138 out of 193 United Nations
members have recognized Palestine, most of the world’s leading
powers don’t. Even still, words
mean little to people who have
heard the same empty promises
over and over again. They have
seen their country shrink as Israel expands. Families face eviction, poverty and a deteriorating
health system. Today, occupied
Palestine is behind on COVID-19
vaccinations. Why? Israel. The
problem is evident, yet recognizing it is ever more difficult.
Palestinians have a right to
fight back. Israel has an apartheid regime and just like it wants
to cry “antisemitism,” Palestine
will rightly cry anti-Arabism.
But most critics of Palestine will
put feelings over facts. They’ll
try to make you believe that any
opposition of Israel is antisemitic or that the BDS movement is

meant to promote that same ideology. The truth is there is a clear
difference between being wrong
and not liking what someone has
to say. Zionists can keep using
all of their strawman arguments
to try and silence Palestine, but
eventually, they’ll run out of reasons to keep defending Israel. I
mean, you can’t exactly justify
the very fact that Israeli forces have killed Palestinian children. There were killings in December and January; two young
Palestinian boys were detained
for riding their bicycles and, on
Wednesday, five children were
arrested while picking plants.
Really? Come on.
We can either watch Palestine
disappear completely or we can
do something about it. So, let’s
end Israel’s occupation and colonization, recognize the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens and promote the
rights of Palestinian refugees to
return to their homes.

Cuomo’s sexual harassment allegations aren’t surprising
by Maddie Papcun

CONTRIBUTOR
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

Governor Andrew Cuomo of New
York is currently facing controversy
regarding sexual harassment allegations from two former state employees, and a third woman describing
unwelcomed behavior from the
governor while at a wedding. In his
public remarks concerning the allegations, Cuomo himself said he was
embarrassed by his actions and provided a few apologies, but ultimately
refused to resign even after receiving bipartisan backlash. For the first
time in a while, Cuomo has been in
the news without being praised (as
he was for his strict response to the
COVID-19 pandemic). But what I
genuinely find surprising about the
whole situation is the surprise that
these allegations have been met with.
Simply put, power consists of control, authority or influence over others. In Cuomo’s case, his influence
is political, and New York elected
him fairly because they theoretically
trusted him to use his authority for
good. His various elections weren’t
permission to exploit others, but
this somehow still occurred. Unfortunately, men in positions of power
abusing their power is not a new

phenomenon. Hierarchies that naturally exist in society make it incredibly easy for inequalities of status to
go to one’s head. Even if powerful
people aren’t consciously thinking, “I
will use my status to get what I want,
even against the wishes of those below me,” it’s very easy for someone
to exploit vulnerable people beneath
them.

Not all men in
power will become
abusers. But,
being in power
opens up doors
bearing inequalities
that allow for
exploitation.
Recent theories posit that power
specifically makes men overestimate
the sexual interest of others, falsely
believing the women around them
are more attracted to them than they
are in reality. (It can seem unfair to
emphasize male abusers, but the
same studies also found women are

less vulnerable to corruption and less
likely to engage in sexual aggression.)
Being the “strongest” in the room can
lead men to assume their sexual advances are always welcome, creating
environments filled with sexual harassment. Additionally, a feeling of
power makes people impulsive and
less aware of the needs of others.
This allows pre-existing tendencies
of exploitation to rise to the surface
almost effortlessly.
Essentially, when others typically
bend at your will, it creates a sense
of entitlement and an assumption
that they will always accept anything
you say or do. However, this is just
not the case. Consequently, sexual
harassment claims are a staple of our
nightly news cycle, often involving
extremely well-known people.
Not all men in power will become
abusers. But, being in power opens
up doors bearing inequalities that
allow for exploitation. And this is
semi-reminiscent of how these individuals sometimes handle office or
other powerful positions. From this
standpoint, their power is a false
sense of security.
When people always look to you
for answers, you begin to assume
you’re never wrong. If you’re never
questioned or your behavior isn’t

kept in check, you’ll never face any
consequences. While not actually
invulnerable, power can make one
feel indestructible, even if implicitly.
And honestly, I’d be willing to bet
this is part of the reason why most
apologies in these types of situations
contain something along the lines
of, “While I did not recognize it at
the time, I now understand that my
actions were inappropriate and how
they could have made others feel uncomfortable.”

We need an overall
societal narrative
that emphasizes
the fact that abuse
isn’t okay even if
you’re powerful.
None of these studies or hypotheses are excuses for abuses of power. If
anything, those at the top should be
more aware of the corruption power
could provide them and, thus, exactly how their actions are impacting
others on a daily basis. However, it’s
also important to look at the expla-

nations behind such trends. Harvey
Weinstein wasn’t the exception; his
despicable actions are unfortunately part of a larger pattern that we
only recently started discussing as
a society. This is why I’m simply not
surprised Governor Cuomo is now
facing harassment allegations of his
own.
It’s incredibly hard to come forward as a victim, and even harder to
get justice for victims. But we can’t
keep falling into our typical cycle of
inaction, continuing to allow powerful people to get away with exploiting
others. We need to launch impartial, yet thorough investigations. We
need legal action against abusers that
doesn’t end up settled out of court
for undisclosed sums. We need real
consequences for those harming
others to get what they want. We
need adjustments to our system that
remove abusers from power, while
also checking more closely on the
behavior of powerful people. And,
we need an overall societal narrative
that emphasizes the fact that abuse
isn’t okay even if you’re powerful. It’s
unfortunate, but until we do these
things, we’re just going to have to
keep faking shock each time another
powerful man harasses, exploits or
abuses another woman.
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A SISTERHOOD OVER 20 YEARS IN THE MAKING
by Emma Gehr

The process for creating their rush
video involved recording the audio
and video clips on their phones and
sending them to Marc Sokolson, who
The COVID-19 pandemic has crewas in charge of editing and producated many challenges for clubs and
ing the music videos for all 10 of the
student organizations at the Univergroups featured in the concert.
sity of Connecticut as they transition
Whether it be in-person or over
all operations onto virtual platforms.
Zoom, their foundation of women’s
Rubyfruit is one of 10 organizations
empowerment has continued to guide
that make up the A Cappella Associatheir work ever since Rubyfruit’s
tion at UConn. The virtual arena posfounding. They have gone on to peres many additional problems for these
form as an opening act for the Radio
organizations since it is hard to sing
City Rockettes, at the Miss Connecticollectively over Zoom due to lag time
cut Pageant and many other notable
and other technical issues.
locations and events on or near the
Despite the group making many
UConn Storrs campus. Now, in its
changes to continue practicing and
22nd year of operation, the current
performing, the one thing that has reRubies are continuing the legacy of its
mained constant for Rubyfruit is their
founders and building a strong supmission of woman empowerment and
port system that includes both past
strong foundation of sisterhood.
and present members.
“I think what really sets Rubyfruit
“It’s such a supportive environapart for me is the sisterhood,” Marment in general,” Dina Chowdhury,
gaux Acorda, a sixth-semester molecan eighth-semester applied matheular and cellular biology major, said.
matics and statistics major and the
“We are a family before we are an a
president of Rubyfruit, said. “Havcappella group, and our love for each
ing that support system, even outother reflects in how well we make
side of our music aspect, is definitemusic together. It’s something really
ly one of the key things about our
special for sure.”
group.”
Rubyfruit is one of three all-female
Chowdhury expressed how the
a cappella groups at UConn, the othclose bond between the Rubies exers being The Chordials and Drop
tends outside of the a cappella envithe Bass. They were founded in 1999
ronment. She said how, as a STEM
with the overarching goal of promotmajor, many Rubies in the same field
ing women’s empowerment through
have served as mentors to her and
music and have taken steps to ensure
have also offered professional advice
that this mission continues to shine
about being a woman who is enterthrough in the work that they do, both
ing into the corporate sector. Chowdon and off the stage.
hury joined Rubyfruit during the fall
“When our founders set out to creof her freshman year and has been a
ate an all-female group, one of their
member ever since. Now in her last seprimary goals was to spread femimester at UConn, she reflected on the
nism and LGBTQIA+ rights through
importance of
music. One
joining clubs
“We
are
a
family
before
we
of the ways
and student
they (and we) are an a cappella group, and
organizations
accomplish
during your
that is by al- our love for each other reflects
time as an
ways trying
in
how
well
we
make
music
undergraduto include at
ate student.
together.”
least one song
“Rubyfruit
in our rephas singleMARGAUX ACORDA, RUBYFRUIT MEMBER
ertoire that
handedly
has a femimade my college experience well
nist message,” Anna Scoppettone, an
worth it with all of the opportunities
eighth-semester English major and
we have been given,” Chowdhury
the treasurer of Rubyfruit, said.
said.
Each semester the Rubies have a
As mentioned before, one of these
repertoire, which, according to Scopopportunities was being chosen as the
pettone, typically consists of a set of
opening act for the Radio City Rock10 songs, with five new songs learned
ettes. This performance took place in
each semester and five old songs that
the fall of 2017, during Chowdhury’s
are carried over from the previous sefirst semester both as a UConn stumester. The process of choosing the
dent and as a member of Rubyfruit.
songs includes input from all memShe shared how surreal it was to perbers.
form on a stage of that caliber in front
“Before the start of every semester
of many friends and family members
we have a song selection, where we all
who made the trip to New York City to
meet (in-person or on Zoom) to dissupport.
cuss what songs we want to do that
Other meaningful experiences that
semester,” Scoppettone said. “We do a
Chowdhury has been able to take part
few rounds of voting with discussion
in are making music videos, going on
in between and at the end we have our
roundtrips, traveling to Canada for
setlist!”
performances and countless other
Their current set consists of songs
events and group bonding activities
like “Kick it to Me,” “Sweet Escape,”
that have all contributed to making
“Seven Nation Army” among others.
her four years in the group memoraLast month, during the spring rush
ble and worthwhile.
concert, the Rubies performed “Bust
The COVID-19 pandemic made
Your Windows” by Jazmine Sullivan.

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

Members of Rubyfruit, an all-female a cappella group at UConn pose before a performance. The Rubies
have opened for the Radio City Rockettes, at the Miss Connecticut Pageant, and for many other notable
groups. PHOTO PROVIDED BY RUBYFRUIT

it so groups like Rubyfruit had to
To generate more original content, gives them a platform to post videos,
transition quickly to holding events the Rubies partnered with a music meeting times and information about
and practices on a fully virtual basis. group last semester to produce five their members so that prospective
Scoppettone and Acorda shared how music videos, two of which were rec- members, alumni and other individtheir rehearsal schedule has stayed ognized by the original artists and uals can stay up to date on the group’s
the same for the most part, continuing reposted by them on social media. activities and achievements.
their tradition of holding two three- Making music videos has become the
The Rubyfruit A Capella group is
hour practices each week, but the big- preferred method of performing for an excellent example of how strong
gest change has been transitioning to the Rubies in this virtual setting since sisterhood bonds can withstand any
holding these sessions over Zoom.
many in-person events are not being challenges that life may throw at you.
“It can be challenging to rehearse held.
They have dealt with lots of adversity
virtually because so much of a cap“We found so much positivity and since the beginning of the COVID-19
pella music is hearing each other attraction for our music videos last pandemic, yet have continued to live
and blending our voices together, semester that we thought we would out their founder’s mission of emand due to lag time we can’t actu- continue it this semester,” Chowd- powering women through music.
ally sing unmuted together,” Scop- hury said.
If you are interested in learning
pettone said.
Chowdhury shared how they have more about Rubyfruit and its misTo deal with this challenge, the been utilizing social media to post sion of empowering women through
Rubies record themselves singing their music videos and stay connect- music, visit their website or follow
their parts beforehand and send it to ed with their audience. Their Ins- along with them on Instagram or
the music director. During the actual tagram has over 600 followers and Facebook.
practice time, group members are sent into breakout
rooms with their respective
voice parts and go on mute
while a designated person
sings. This process is repeated until the part is learned.
Acorda said that this process makes it slightly harder
to learn, but it allows them
to continue to be part of the
group.
The virtual setting is less
than ideal, but Chowdhury
expressed how it has allowed for new opportunities to create content.
“Everything has been
virtual, as of now, which
has obviously not been
ideal. But it’s the best we
can do, so we’ve been focusing on rolling out our (Above) The sisters of Rubyfruit meet regularly over Zoom for events and pracDue to the COVID-19 pandemic, events are all online, but this allows the
own content,” Chowdhury tice.
group new opportunities to focus on creating their own content. PHOTO PPROVIDED BY
said.
RUBYFRUIT

‘Covid Diaries NYC’ explores the
horrors of the pandemic

by Ian Ward

STAFF WRITER
ian.ward@uconn.edu

It has been nearly a year since
the COVID-19 pandemic changed
life as we know it forever. In the
new HBO documentary “Covid
Diaries NYC,” a few teenagers
film themselves experiencing
life in New York City during the
worst pandemic in a century.
The first story told is from
Marcial Pilatazi, a young man
who helps his grandmother take
out the garbage for wealthy individuals in Manhattan. What
makes Pilatazi’s story interest-

ing is how he wants to move out
of Manhattan and explore the
world while also looking after
his grandmother. At one point
during his segment, Pilatazi
goes out with his friends maskless and is later berated by a man
for not considering others. The
guilt that later follows Pilatazi
demonstrates the need to sacrifice youth in order to protect
those you love.
Next is a short film by Aracelie Colon, a teenager who suffers
from multiple mental health issues as she tries to navigate life

at home during the pandemic.
Colon’s perspective shines a light
on a forgotten side effect of the
pandemic, which is the toll it has
placed on the collective psyche.
When Colon stated in the movie
that she has no support systems
because school is shut down, it
reminded me of how fragile and
unprepared society is when it
comes to helping those in need,
especially during a crisis like a
pandemic.
Camille Diannd’s story is the
most interesting of the shorts.
Her father is an MTA worker

who contracted COVID-19 while
on the job and, at one point, had
a horrible fever. Showing this
side of the pandemic exposes the
reality that essential employees
like Diannd’s father face. Nobody is safe from the virus, and
while Dinnad’s dad was able to
fully recover from COVID-19,
one of his co-workers unfortunately died from the virus.
Following Dinnad’s film, there
is Shane Fleming, a 16-year-old
aspiring filmmaker who lives
with his parents who are struggling with employment. Fleming

does a fantastic job of showcasing the struggles his parents
have faced. His dad, a restaurant
worker, was unemployed since
his restaurant was temporarily
closed, and his mom had to use
Zoom to teach her preschool
class - which leads her to breaking down and crying later in the
film. Similar to Diannd’s story,
the film is not about Fleming
or his experiences; instead, it
touches on the lives of the people
around him and how COVID-19
is destroying their lives.
The final short was made by
Arlet Guallpa and it features her
visiting her parents’ places of
work during the pandemic. Her
mother is a nurse, and during a
shift, it is revealed that despite
working at a client’s house for

See DIARIES, p. 6
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DIARIES, cont. from p. 5
24 hours, she was only paid for
half the amount of time. The reasoning behind the shortened pay
was not explained, but it does
highlight the struggle to make
ends meet, especially amidst a
pandemic. Guallpa’s father, on
the other hand, is a bus driver
who has had to deal with some
riders not wearing masks despite signage telling them otherwise. The saddest part about
Guallpa’s film is the revelation
that her parents both contracted COVID-19 at one point while
working. Even though they have
both recovered, their work remains stressful.

Each story highlights varying
experiences of the pandemic.
The mixture of styles and perspectives gave “Covid Diaries
NYC” a unique edge in the documentary landscape. The film was
also under an hour, which is unusual given how most documentaries are typically 90 minutes.
Despite the short runtime, this
is a must-watch documentary
and it will have you rethinking
everything you knew about life
in New York City during the
pandemic. It is currently streaming on HBO Max.
Rating: 5/5

Intimacy through
classical music with
the Lenard Chamber
Music Series
by Sarah Goodman
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sarah.2.goodman@uconn.edu

Music is blessed with the ability to please the ear. Like all forms
of art, music can also soothe the
soul. During these chaotic times,
it’s hard not to appreciate popular music. Yet, sometimes this
mere appreciation is not enough
to calm the chaos of the world.
Sometimes, true relaxation can
be best achieved by listening to
classical music. And if music
tugs at your heartstrings, why
not take a tug on music’s actual
strings with the Lenard Chamber Music Series?
This semester, the Lenard
Chamber Music Series will present three performances of classical chamber music with not only
strings, but also saxophones and
other instruments by the University of Connecticut’s Jorgensen
Center for the Performing Arts
on its novel “digital stage.” Instead of taking classical music’s
stereotypical forms of vast orchestral movements or operatic
theatricals, chamber music is
performed by a small group of
instrumentalists. Through this
setting, chamber music is characterized by increased intimacy
that refuses to be sacrificed by
the magnificent artistry of the
pieces being performed.
“Chamber music emphasizes
the personal expressiveness and
skill you might expect from a soloist, along with the artistic collaboration necessary to perform
in larger orchestral or choral
ensembles. So, it is a very popular medium for composers,” said
Rodney Rock, the director of Jorgensen.
Regarding the personal expressiveness of the concerts, the
program states, “In their highly
professional, exact interpretations, they explore the relationship between individual expressivity and artistic collaboration,
captivating listeners with their
joy for playing and emotional
depth.”
The three performances will
be that of the Kronos Quartet,
the Arcis Saxophone Quartet
and the UConn School of Fine
Arts Showcase. The first performance, with the world-renowned Kronos Quartet, playing
on March 18 at 7:30 p.m., will
feature string instruments playing selections from their 50 for
the Future collection. It will be
followed by a dialogue with Rock
regarding the program as well as
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the musicians.
The Arcis Saxophone Quartet’s performance on March 26

“Despite the short runtime, this is a mustwatch documentary and it will have you
rethinking everything you knew about life in
New York City during the pandemic.”

at 7:30 p.m. will be livestreamed
from Munich, Germany. Saxophonists will present the American Dreams program that celebrates Americana and will take
audiences through a musical
journey of the American way of
life. Their use of saxophones is a
rarity in the strings-dominated
field of chamber music.
“Both the Kronos Quartet and
the Arcis Saxophone Quartet
truly embody the diversity behind the Lenard Chamber Music
Series,” Rock said. “The Kronos
Quartet is the world’s leading
new music ensemble and is constantly creating new repertoire. I
have had the privilege of seeing
Kronos perform multiple times
here at Jorgensen and I am in
awe of their interpretation and
skill.”
Rock similarly spoke highly
of the Arcis Saxophone Quartet. “Arcis Saxophone Quartet is
an incredibly unique ensemble,”
Rock said. “You can count on one
hand the number of professional saxophone-only performing
groups, and Arcis is a stand-out
among them. While the string
quartet ... may be the most common grouping, chamber music
ensembles can be composed of
any combination of string, brass,
wind and/or percussion instruments, and may also include vocalists. Arcis Saxophone Quartet uses the whole saxophone
family ... to create a distinctive
and unique sound that is rarely heard by the casual chamber
music listener. We’re very excited to have them on Jorgensen
Digital Stage.”
The UConn School of Fine
Arts Faculty Showcase will be
performing on April 23 at 7:30
p.m. This concert is different
from the others as it is a “performance close to home” that
will feature distinguished faculty from UConn’s music department, including violinist
Solomiya Ivakhiv, cellist Sophie
Shao, trumpeter Louis Hanzlik,
French horn player Eric Reed
and special guest pianist Tanya
Barrister.
Because of the contributions of
patrons Jean and John Lenard,
all students from UConn or elsewhere, as well as area youth, are
invited to attend these concerts
free of charge. For other attendees, tickets are $15 per concert.
For more information, visit the
Jorgensen Center of Performing
Arts website.

Hollieats
TIK TOK TRENDS

by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

TikTok truly knows how to
make things viral, with the social media platform itself turning into a trend that doesn’t
seem like it will slow down any
time soon. Food being a common uniter among generations
and cultures makes it one of the
most popular topics on the app.
In the first few endless weeks of
lockdown, people flocked to TikTok for community, content and
creativity, craving the comforting or crazy connections they
used to make on a daily basis.
Their enthusiasm for simple or
unnecessarily complicated - but
on a whole, delicious - food recipes allowed culinary creations
to skyrocket in popularity.
Some foods are reminiscent of
the earlier days in quarantine,
when we had the time to nurse
a sourdough starter, while others reflect the stir-crazy feelings
a year after the pandemic took
hold of the world. Here are some
TikTok food trends to revisit - or
try out - while we wait for what’s
next on the eating horizon.

al capitalized on TikTokers’ sweet tooths – and
eyes for small, cute things.
Most people who attempted the
trend agreed the results were
certainly delectable, but perhaps
not worth the effort to repeat on
a regular basis. You’ll need to
make a batch of pancake batter,
put it in a pastry bag and pipe
out little round pancakes. Seems
easy, but it’s tedious and not the
most fun to clean up, which is
usually the case with pancakes.
However, the cuteness factor
keeps this trend afloat, and it has
propagated a mini donut cereal.
What’s better than bread

pasta. The
bursting,
juicy tomatoes
will combine with
the creamy, melted
cheese to create a luscious
sauce. People have made a variety of sheet pan pasta recipes,
using different cheeses like goat
cheese or adding more vegetables. At its heart, it’s nothing
necessarily new, but I’m glad it’s
become popular.
I would also be remiss to not
mention Gigi Hadid’s version of
spicy vodka pasta she posted on
her Instagram story – not TikTok, hence why it doesn’t get a
full mention. Another delicious
viral recipe, albeit not as simple
as baked feta, tomatoes and pasta.
Let’s wrap it up

Delicious dalgona coffee

Mini pancake cereal is another
food trend popularized by the
social media app, TikTok. PHOTO
COURTESY OF INSTAGRAM

(Above) Dalgona coffee, popularized on TikTok during the
first quarantine of the COVID-19
pandemic. It is made by whipping
instant coffee, hot water, and
sugar. PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

This whipped coffee drink
is what dreams are made of for
those who have missed sitting in
a coffee shop pretending to do
work. Originally mentioned on
a South Korean TV show when
likened to Korean honeycomb
toffee, the #dalgonacoffeechallenge was one of the first food
trends of 2020 to take TikTok by
storm. It’s deceptively simple to
whip up, with high returns on
aesthetic and taste for little effort and ingredients. Just whisk
together instant coffee, hot water and sugar and dollop it onto
cold or warm milk.
Cereal-ously Sweet
From a deceivingly simple
food to a deceivingly time-consuming dish, mini pancake cere-

So many people took up breadmaking in the midst of quarantine, so much so that yeast was in
short supply at the grocery store
at one point. Perhaps the most
commonly seen kind on TikTok and Instagram was banana
bread, as it’s a great way to use
up overripe bananas, it’s easy to
make and customize and above
all, it’s delicious. I like adding
chocolate chips or walnuts (or
both), but you can’t beat the classic. Those who were more dedicated tried their hand at making
their own loaves of bread, with
stories of tending a sourdough
starter filling my feeds. And
those who wanted something a
bit more fun created cloud bread,
as light and fluffy as its name.
Perfect pastas
How could I not mention the
latest TikTok food trend? You’ve
probably seen baked feta pasta
everywhere recently, so I won’t
say too much more, but it is another easy and delicious recipe
to replicate. Just toss a block of
feta cheese - if you can find one,
they’re in short supply at the grocery store - with cherry tomatoes,
olive oil and seasonings (think
garlic, basil and oregano) into
the oven until roasty and melty and toss with freshly cooked

Gigi Hadid posts homemade spicy
vodka pasta on her Instagram
story. While popularized on Instagram, tutorials of the recipe may
be found on TikTok. PHOTO COURTESY
OF INSTAGRAM

This is a fun one, reminiscent
of the layers of a Crunchwrap
Supreme. Place four layers of
ingredients in each quadrant of
your tortilla, and you’re ready to
wrap. @ellcarter1 seems to have
been the first one to make such
a creation on TikTok, and she
demonstrates in her video. You
can go with classic flavor combinations like ground meat, lettuce and tomato, sour cream and
cheese, or breakfast-style, like
scrambled eggs, bacon, spinach
and cheese.
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The Zesty Blube
by Daily Campus Life
life@dailycampus.com

Drunk with power, rather than alcohol,
I spent last weekend in a state of invention.
Like a haute couture chef or an inspired
Sim, I grabbed the ingredients left and
right from the grocery and liquor stores in
a fit of passion. Some may say that midterm
season had driven me to insanity, but none
question the flavor, impact and wonder of
my life’s work: the Zesty Blube.
The Zesty Blube is a rather simple drink
to make. All you need is Deep Eddy’s lemon vodka, Barefoot blueberry wine, frozen
wild blueberries (ideally from Trader Joe’s),
lemonade and a sliced lemon. The blueberry, lemon combo is artful, with the tart
blueberries enhancing the acidic flavor of
the lemon. It tastes a whole lot like summer,
and even more like a berry-flavored Naked
smoothie.
The ratio of these ingredients is truly
up to you. I, personally, put two slices of
lemon and a little pile of blueberries into a
wine glass, which I then poured vodka over
until they were a little more than covered.
From there, I poured the wine into the glass
until it was approximately halfway full
— although I seemed to have accidentally
poured much more wine in for my second
and third glasses than in my first. I then
topped off the glass with lemonade.
Flavor-wise, this drink is delightful
but dangerous. You truly cannot taste a
drop of alcohol while drinking it. For this
reason, the other Thirsty Thursday taste
testers and I accidentally drank far more

than we normally would have. That being
said, since the lemonade hydrated us as we
drank, we woke up without a single hangover headache among us the next day. Although, I, for one, felt incredibly nauseous
that next morning from the sheer sugar
content of it all.
“If you want to get drunk fast without
tasting any alcohol, this is the drink for
you,” a Thirsty Thursday taste tester said
whilst drunk. “It’s definitely dangerous.”
Being that the Zesty Blube packed a
punch in terms of hangover, many people
told me I shouldn’t have combined vodka
with wine. As the old saying goes, “wine
before liquor, you’ve never been sicker” —
you shouldn’t drink a less alcoholic drink
and then switch to hard liquor. Well, according to the website AfterDrink, this isn’t
necessarily true. The problem does not lie
in the order in which you drink beverages, or in mixing those beverages. It comes
down to the fact that mixed drinks, like the
Zesty Blube, cause you to drink far more alcohol than you would have if you had just
stuck to wine or vodka.
This drink got the entire Thirsty Thursday crew drunker than they have been in
a long time. So, if you decide to make my
delicious concoction — which I do highly
recommend — make
sure to drink with caution. And possibly take
water breaks between
glasses.

“If you want to
get drunk fast
without tasting
any alcohol,
this is the
drink for you...
It’s definitely
dangerous. ”
THIRSTY THURSDAY TASTE TESTER

A close-up is of the Zesty Blube
drink in a wine glass. The Zesty
Blube consists of lemon vodka,
blueberry wine, lemonade and
frozen blueberries topped with
a slice of a lemon.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | Mask up

UConn junior Colleen Daly helps keep the statue of Jonathan next to Gampel safe from COVID-19 by putting a mask over his snout this past fall.

PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE

DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

CARTOON BY ALISIA GRUENDEL, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Sudoku

DYK?

The naming of hurricanes and tropical storms officially began in 1953.
EVERY MINUTE, 1 BILLION TONS
OF RAIN FALLS ON EARTH.
Facts courtesy of funfactsabout.net
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Celtics get defensive boost as Smart is cleared to return
BOSTON (AP) — Celtics guard
Marcus Smart says he expects to
be back on the floor for the first
time in more than a month when
Boston opens the second half
of its schedule at Brooklyn on
Thursday night.
Smart said he felt good after practicing with the team
Wednesday and that he has been
cleared to return for the Celtics’ matchup with the Nets after
missing the past 18 games with a
torn left calf.
“As of right now I will be playing and attending the game tomorrow,” he said.
Coach Brad Stevens said
Smart’s return should provide
an instant lift.
“He’s a guy that knows how to
play, plays both ends of the court
and makes us better on both
ends of the court,” Stevens said.
Boston would have had its full
roster available for the first time
all season Thursday, but Romeo
Langford, who hasn’t played this
season following wrist surgery,
has been placed in the league’s
health and safety protocol and
won’t travel with the team to
Brooklyn.
Stevens said Langford has
been cleared to resume playing
and would have been available
if he hadn’t been placed in the
protocol. Still, Stevens said he’s
looking forward to the matchup
with the Nets.
“It will be a great litmus test
to see where we stand, because
I think they are clearly the team
that is going to be very difficult
for teams to beat,” he said.
Smart has been the engine of
the Celtics’ defense for most of

Boston Celtics’ Marcus Smart dunks as he warms up before an NBA basketball game against the LA Clippers, Tuesday, March 2, 2021, in Boston.
Smart has been out of action for over a month with a torn left calf muscle. While there is no exact date for Smart’s anticipated return, it should
be some time just after the upcoming All-Star break, according to team officials. PHOTO BY ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

his seven seasons in Boston and
the team struggled on that end of
the floor without him, going 9-9
and allowing opponents to shoot
46.5% and average 112.5 points
over that stretch.
He said it’s been frustrating to
watch that decline from the sideline with no ability to affect it.
“Especially when you know
how good of a defensive team
we can be — that we are,” Smart
said. “And for me, being a defensive guy, it is tough. But being over there I have to look at
it from a different perspective.

When everybody else is looking at the negatives about it I’m
looking at the positives.”
What he sees are things that
can be fixed and that the Celtics
can control with their effort.
“And what I have to do to bring
back the defensive energy for
us,” Smart said.
He’ll get his opportunity right
out of the gate.
Brooklyn, which has the second-best record in the Eastern Conference, is averaging a
league-best 121.1 points. Utah,
which visits Boston on Tuesday,

is third in the league with 116.6
points per contest.
Both teams have dynamic scorers. Smart will almost certainly
spend time guarding them.
That could prove to be a challenging proposition considering
that Smart’s first true chance to
play 5-on-5 since his injury occurred during Tuesday’s practice session. It’s why he will have
a minutes’ restriction for at least
a few games, Stevens said.
But Smart said he isn’t too concerned about aggravating the injury and has been doing focused

workouts to strength the muscle
and guard against a recurrence.
“For me it’s always been like
that, any type of injury that I’ve
had,” Smart said. “When you go
in thinking about it and worrying about it …. you can’t think
like that. Because once you start
thinking about that you start allowing that negativity to get in
— that doubt — and things start
going wrong for you.
“You have to trust your body.
You have to trust the things that
you’re doing, and just go out
there and do it.”

Liverpool beats Leipzig to reach Harris sinks
game-winning
Champions League quarters

FTs, Butler ousts
Xavier in OT

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah, left, celebrates after scoring his side’s opening goal during the Champions
League round of 16-second leg soccer match between Liverpool and RB Leipzig at the Puskas Arena stadium
in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, March 10, 2021. PHOTO BY LASZLO BALOGH/AP

BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) —
With its Premier League title defense in tatters, Liverpool kept
its last chance of a trophy alive by
beating Leipzig 2-0 Wednesday to
reach the Champions League quarterfinals.
Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mané
scored Liverpool’s goals to complete a 4-0 win on aggregate. Liverpool ended its run of six defeats in
home games, at least technically, as
Jürgen Klopp’s team was officially
the host at the neutral Puskas Arena in Hungary.
Klopp said Liverpool succeeded
by forgetting about the collapse of
its campaign in England, where the
team is 25 points off the league lead.
“We had to switch off the Premier
League stuff to get here and give it
a proper try. The boys really enjoyed themselves tonight which is
important,” Klopp told broadcaster
BT Sport.
A string of saves by goalkeeper
Peter Gulacsi — once a Liverpool
player — kept Leipzig in contention before Salah made the breakthrough in the 70th minute. Salah
lined up a low shot tucked inside the
right post after Diogo Jota showed
smart movement on the counter to
create space for Salah before passing to the Egypt forward.

As Leipzig — which surprisingly
reached the semifinals last season
— tried to find a way back into the
game four minutes later, substitute
Divock Origi found space on the
right flank to cross low for Mané to
tap in.
The closest Leipzig came to scoring was when Alexander Sorloth
headed against the crossbar in the
67th, before Liverpool responded
with two goals to end the German
team’s chances.
Just as in the first leg, Liverpool
was gifted chances by defensive
blunders. Leipzig has the fewest
goals conceded of any team in the
Bundesliga but couldn’t reproduce
that form in Europe this season,
conceding 16 times in eight games.
“The best thing the boys did is
nobody could really see how good
Leipzig can be,” Klopp said. “We
defended them really well because
they are a monster usually. They’re
so powerful and can run in behind,
but we defended that really well.”
A long ball from Thiago Alcantara found Salah free behind the
Leipzig defense in the 24th before
Gulacsi parried away the Egyptian’s shot and Mané headed the rebound into the ground. Not long after, Diogo Jota beat Nordi Mukiele
and found the Leipzig back line

open in front of him before Gulacsi
again saved.
At the other end, Alisson Becker stopped an early Leipzig attack,
pushing away a shot from Dani
Olmo in the 10th when Leipzig
exploited Liverpool’s high defensive line to counter. Injury-hit
Liverpool’s latest makeshift center-back pairing of Ozan Kabak
and Nathaniel Phillips largely
held firm, though Emil Forsberg
went close when he beat Phillips
dragged a shot wide of the post
late in the first half.
“We didn’t reach our best level
of achievement today and so we
don’t deserve to progress, however tough that may feel,” Leipzig
coach Julian Nagelsmann told Sky
Sport in Germany.
Both legs were played in Budapest because of restrictions in
Germany on travel from Britain
amid the pandemic. Liverpool was
barred from entering Germany for
the first leg, and Leipzig would
have had to put its players in
quarantine after returning from
Britain if Liverpool had hosted at
Anfield.
The Hungarian capital is also
hosting both of Manchester City’s
last-16 matches against German
club Borussia Mönchengladbach.

NEW YORK (AP) — Chuck Harris was clutch for Butler, drilling
a straightaway 3-pointer and then
sinking the game-winning free
throws with three seconds left in
overtime as the tenth-seeded Bulldogs ousted Xavier 70-69 in the Big
East tournament on Wednesday
night.
The win moves Butler (10-14) into
a quarterfinal against second-seeded and No. 17-ranked Creighton on
Thursday. The teams split their regular-season games.
Xavier (13-8), the tournament
seventh seed, shot the lights out in
the first half, making 17 of 29 shots
(59%) and building a 40-26 halftime
lead.
Harris, who was 0-of-6 shooting by halftime, came alive with an
early 3-pointer in the second half as
Butler began a long climb back into
the game. Bryce Golden added 20
points, with 12 in the second half,
and Bryce Nze 19.
Dwon Odom and Zach Freemantle led Xavier with 14 points each, a

career-high for Odom. Paul Scruggs
and Colby Jones added 10 each.
Scruggs made two free throws
to lift Xavier into a 69-68 lead with
18 seconds left in overtime. He had
gone scoreless from 7:33 of the first
half until the first minute of overtime.
Harris made a 3 to put Butler
ahead 62-59, its first lead since 9-7.
Bo Hodges added another 3 and it
was 65-61. Counting a pair of free
throws to force overtime at 59-59,
Harris scored 10 of Butler’s last 13
points.
For a nine-minute span of the second half, Butler outscored Xavier
18-7. The Musketeers missed 12 of 15
shots in that stretch.
Nze, despite being listed as questionable to play because of an ankle
injury, scored 13 of Butler’s 26 points
in the first half. He made 7 of 9 shots
including a career-high 4-of-4 shooting from behind the 3-point arc as
Butler closed to 52-45 with 7:38 remaining, His last two 3s pulled Butler to 50-40 and then 52-45.

Butler’s Bryce Golden (33) celebrates with teammates Bo Hodges (1)
and Myles Tate (12) after an NCAA college basketball game against
Xavier in the Big East conference tournament Wednesday, March 10,
2021, in New York. Butler won 70-69.
PHOTO BY FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP
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Photo of the Day | Get Your Kicks on Route 195

A UConn men’s soccer player winds up for a kick in a game against Seton Hall on March 3 at Morrone Stadium. The Huskies were held to a 0-0 draw during an intensely cold afternoon. The game contained overtime, bickering and multiple cards. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

  
    
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

On Wednesday morning I
woke up to my alarm around 9
a.m., but as always, I couldn’t get
out of bed right away. I abused
the snooze button until almost
10 a.m. before I finally got up,
brushed my teeth and sat down
at my desk. I went on Twitter
because I knew the Big East individual awards were going to be
announced Wednesday morning,
but I wasn’t sure at exactly what
time.
Well wouldn’t you know, the
first Tweet I saw on my timeline was from the Big East men’s
basketball account announcing
the Big East Player of the Year:
Sandro Mamukelashvili of Seton
Hall and Jeremiah Robinson-Earl
and Collin Gillespie of Villanova.
At first I was just confused.
Like, did someone make a mistake and send out the All-Big
East team again instead? I soon
became annoyed when I realized
that nope, they just gave a PLAYER of the year award to three
different PLAYERS. Something

isn’t right about that. I’m not saying all of them didn’t have a claim
to the award. They definitely did.
But so did Julian Champagnie of
St. John’s, James Bouknight of
UConn and Marcus Zegarowski
of Creighton, who each made the
All-Big East First Team alongside the three players of the year.
I’m sorry, but the player of the
year is supposed to be the best
of the best, and when you name
half the All-Big East team as the
“Player of the Year,” the title becomes meaningless. You might as
well just name the all-conference
team and leave it at that.
I
believe
Mamukelashvili
should have won the award outright. He was a monster this season, but if they wanted to give
it to anybody on the all-conference team, I wouldn’t have complained. The only requirement
is, I believe, the player of the
year needed to be one player, not
three.
I understand there are kinks in
the voting system that can lead
to ties, and if two players tie becuase they both had such incredible seasons that it’s impossible to
pick one, then so be it.

Seton Hall Pirates forward Sandro Mamukelashvili (23) attempts a three-point shot in the first half
against the St. John’s Red Storm at Carnesecca Arena on March 6. Mamukelashvili was named one of
the three Big East Players of the Year on Wednesday.
PHOTO BY WENDELL CRUZ/USA TODAY

Villanova Wildcats forward Jeremiah Robinson-Earl (24) scores in a game against the Creighton
Bluejays on Feb. 13 at CHI Health Center in Omaha. Robinson-Earl was named one of the three Big East
Players of the Year on Wednesday.
PHOTOGRAPH BY STEVEN BRANSCMBE/USA TODAY

I’m not a fan because I think
individual awards should go to
one individual, but if it’s a clear
tie then I guess there has to be
co-winners. We saw this on Sunday with the Big East Defensive
Player of the Year award, which
was shared by UConn’s Isaiah
Whaley and St. John’s Posh Alexander. Once again, I believe
Whaley should have won it outright, but Alexander was also
phenomenal, so having co-winners wasn’t a huge deal.
However, under no circumstances should there ever be a
three-way tie, especially with
Player of the Year, the most
prestigious individual award. If
there’s a three-way tie in voting,
then hold a runoff election with
only those three players to decide
who wins Player of the Year. I’m
sure the thought process is that
they want to honor all three players since the race was so close,
but what they don’t realize is by
doing that, all three of those players lose. Winning Player of the
Year is supposed to mean that
you alone were the best player
in your conference. When you
have to share it with two other
players, it completely diminishes
the meaning of it for all three of
them.

Mamukelashvili, Robinson-Earl
and Gillespie are not each going to
be thought of as the best player
in the Big East. They’re each going to be thought of as one out of
the three of the best players in the
Big East. What fun is that? These
players are all really good guys, so
I’m sure when they’re interviewed
about it, they’ll say all the right
things. But I’d be very surprised if
the three of them are actually happy with this result. They’re competitors at heart, and they all want
to be the best. They probably don’t
want to share that title with anyone else, and especially not with
two other people.
Maybe it’s just me, but I think
when the Big East Player of the
Year is three different players,
it doesn’t mean nearly as much.
Three players winning almost
makes it seem like nobody really
wins. It’s now an award for being
one of the three best players in the
conference, but you already have
that with the All-Big East team.
Any Player of the Year or MVP
award in any sport should be
won by only one player. Possibly
two, but only on a very rare occasion. But never, and I mean never,
should three players have to share
a player of the year award. The Big
East messed up on this one.
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MBB: Huskies look to kick off tournament run at MSG
MBB, cont. from p. 12

UConn’s Jalen Gaffney (0) looks to defend Georgetown’s Dante Harris (2) is a game on March 6 at Gampel
Pavilion. The Huskies won the game 98-82 and look to carry that momentum into the Big East Tournament
this week. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER II/AP

Gilson’s Sports Guide:
Free Aaron Jones part 2
by Conner Gilson
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

Back in the 2019, I wrote a column
about the rise of Green Bay Packers’
running back Aaron Jones, and how
his prowess as a star running back
helped push the Packers over the
hump and into Super Bowl contention.
But now — as much as it pains
me to say this — a season and a half
of regular season dominance later, with no rings to show for it and
Jones headed to free agency, I think
it’s time for Green Bay to move on
from the former Texas standout.
Here’s why:
Aaron Jones is going to get
PAID this offseason:
In 2020, despite missing two
games, the fourth-year running back
ranked No. 4 in the league in rushing
yards (1,104) and No. 3 among RBs in
yards per carry (5.5). And while his
touchdown numbers dipped from
a league-leading 19 in 2019 to 11 in
2020, it’s largely due to the Packers
running back-by-committee system
as well as the show put on by Aaron
Rodgers and Davante Adams.
Speaking of receiving, Jones is no
slouch on that end either, as he took
another big stride toward becoming
the workhorse he can be. In his 14
games, Jones caught 47 passes (11th
best in the league) at a career-best
74.6 percent clip and showed solid
ability out of the backfield as well as
lined up outside.
So, when you put together Jones’
efficiency and ability in all aspects
of the offense, you are looking at a
three-down back like few others in
today’s game. Think a slightly watered-down Christian McCaffery or
Dalvin Cook.
In terms of money, these guys are
getting each getting paid upwards of
$12 million yearly, with CMC earn-

ing a league-high $16 million among
RBs. Simply put, this is money that I
fully believe Jones deserves, but that
the Packers simply don’t have this
offseason (or probably for offseasons to come).
With other guys like Corey Linsley — who would be tougher to find
a comparable replacement for —
about to hit free agency, I’d prioritize
them over Jones, especially when
you realize the other part of the
Packers RB-by-committee approach
would be as good a replacement as
the Packers could find. Which gets
us to reason No. 2:
The future might already be in
Green Bay:
Let’s start with Jamaal Williams.
The fourth year RB has now served
as one of the best backups in the
NFL since entering the league back
in 2017. In his past two seasons, he
has racked up at least 450 yards,
over 4.0 YPC and 30 receptions, and
has solidified himself as the thunder
to Jones’ lightning that can be used
as a receiving back, power back or
even a starter when Jones was out
with an injury. Now that Jones is
likely to move on from the team, it
may be his time to step up.
In the two games that Jones
missed in 2020, Williams stepped
into a starting role and combined
for over 150 rushing yards and
10 catches for 64 receiving yards.
These numbers don’t jump off the
page, but for as pass-happy and efficient as the Packers were this past
season, all you need is for your RB to
get yards consistently, which is what
Williams does.
But being completely honest, Williams’ future with the team is uncertain as well. He is entering free agency at the same time as Jones, and
while he would cost less than Jones,
there may be teams chomping at the
bit to have a backup as effective as
Williams on their roster.

Enter insurance policy No. 2 and
perhaps the real future of the Packers run game: AJ Dillon.
After shocking the world by picking QB Jordan Love with their firstround pick in the 2020 NFL Draft,
the Packers took it one step further
by taking RB AJ Dillon in the second round. Looking back, at least
the Dillon pick doesn’t look too out
of place, as he’s got a real shot at
taking over this offense should either Jones or Williams leave.
Entering the league, Dillon had
drawn some comparisons to a
smaller Derrick Henry, which kept
me intrigued, but I was skeptical
how a talent with that comp would
fall to the second round. But Dillon’s small sample size in 2020 sold
me on him, and I’m ready to see him
shine.
Dillon received more than five
carries in a game just once in the
season, their matchup against the
Tennessee Titans in Week 16. This
wasn’t a throw away game by any
means, as both the Packers and Titans were jostling for a playoff position in their respective conferences,
so this was a crucial game for both
sides.
And in Dillon’s first career start,
the rookie took over. Battling
against the player he was compared
to in college, Dillon bested Derrick
Henry in rushing yards (124 to
98), yards per carry (5.9 to 4.3) and
touchdowns (2 to 0). Dillon looked
strong, confident and was nearly
impossible to tackle all afternoon.
I’m not by any means saying that
would be the nightly expectation
for Dillon, but it isn’t entirely out
of the realm of possibility, making
him one of the most exciting prospects in recent Packers history.
I really do appreciate everything
Jones has done for the Packers over
his time with them. But I think for
the betterment of the team and so
he can finally get the big contract he
deserves, it’s time to move on.

“We were the first team in The
Garden today, so as we were walking in the lights were dimmed, and
as we literally walked on the court
the lights came on, and the energy
level changed. James let out some
type of a noise,” Hurley said. “You
sense with him that he knows what
he’s done for the program. … he
also knows that he wants to try to
turn the end of this season into part
of his legacy.”
He even did most of this damage
without a consistent three-point
shot, as he shot 5-for-19 from deep
through his first five games back
before going 5-for-9 in UConn’s final game of the season.
If Bouknight can keep that
shooting form, it’s hard to imagine any team beating the Huskies.
Even though he was not named
one of the three Big East Conference Co-Players of the Year, Hurley

believes he is the best player in the
league.
“James has a chance this week to
make his chance for being the best
player in the league,” Hurley said.
“I don’t think there’s much doubt
in terms of who’s the most talented,
best player in the league, is James.
If you choose not to vote for him
because he didn’t play in enough
games because he was hurt, I get
that, and I understand that.”
UConn will be playing DePaul in
the second round after the Huskies
received a first-round bye and DePaul pulled off a major upset over
Providence on Wednesday.
“We’ve taken a big step this year,”
Hurley said. “Proud of that, but
let’s take an even bigger step. Let’s
take a bigger step as a program. As
a program, we’ve come such a long
way, so let’s try to do more.”
Tip-off is scheduled for 9 p.m.
and the game can be watched on
FS1.

Center for the Performing Arts

DIGITAL STAGE

3/18 Digital Concert
Kronos Quartet*

The world-renowned quartet performs select new works
from 50 for the Future.
Media Sponsors: CT Public, the Chronicle, CT Voice,
Seasons Magazines

3/26 Livestream
Arcis Saxophone Quartet*

Live from Munich, this energetic ensemble performs
program American Dreams.
Media Sponsors: NEPM, the Chronicle, CT Voice,
Seasons Magazines

4/17 Livestream
An Evening with Chris Thile

Mandolin virtuoso, composer and vocalist that
transcends genres performs live from Jorgensen stage.
Media Sponsors: CT Public, CT Magazine, Mansfield Downtown
Partnership, WHUS

4/23 Livestream
UConn SFA Faculty Showcase*

Solomiya Ivakhiv, Sophie Shao, Louis Hanzlik, Eric Reed,
and special guest Tanya Bannister, live from Jorgensen
stage.
Media Sponsors: NEPM, The Chronicle, CT Voice / Seasons
Magazines, Daily Campus, UConn Music

TICKETS NOW ON SALE ONLINE
jorgensen.uconn.edu
jorgensen.tickets@uconn.edu

Free Student Rush Tickets!

*Lenard Chamber Series Events are FREE for ALL STUDENTS

@JorgensenUConn
Aaron Jones has had a solid career in his four seasons with the Green Bay Packers, amassing over 3,300
yards and 37 touchdowns. Now set to hit free agency, the Packers have to decide whether to give him a big
contract or let him go. PHOTO COURTESY OF @PACKERS_SZN3 ON TWITTER
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Men’s Basketball: Huskies to take on DePaul
in second round of Big East Tournament

UConn Huskies guard James Bouknight (2) along with his teammates during a break in the action against the Georgetown Hoyas during the first half at Harry A. Gampel Pavilion. The
Huskies will play DePaul in the second round of the Big East Tournament on Thursday at Madison Square Garden. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER II/USA TODAY

by Jorge Eckardt
STAFF WRITER
jorge.eckardt@uconn.edu

It’s been eight years since someone was last able to write the words:
UConn is playing in the Big East
Conference Tournament. And not
only is UConn playing in it, but the
Huskies are arguably the favorites.
“It’s the best conference tournament in the country, in terms of ex-

citement, the venue and the energy
in the building with the Big East
teams,” UConn head coach Dan
Hurley said. “The Big East tournament is the best conference tournament, and I don’t think that’s
debatable.”
UConn is the No. 3 seed, but the
No. 1 seeded Villanova Wildcats
have a couple huge question marks
surrounding them.
For Villanova, it’s the injury bug.

The Wildcats will be without senior, second-leading scorer and Big
East Co-Player of the Year Collin
Gillespie after he suffered a torn
MCL. When UConn played Villanova earlier this season, Gillespie gave the Huskies nightmares.
He scored 20 points, including a
pair of essentially game-clinching
threes in the final minutes when
UConn was threatening.
The Wildcats are also very like-

ly going to be without sophomore
and third-leading scorer Justin
Moore, who is dealing with an ankle sprain.
Creighton, the No. 2 seed, is a
narrow favorite in most sportsbooks, but UConn has undoubtedly been the hottest team in the
conference heading into the tournament.
The Huskies have won five of
their last six since, including their

last four, since James Bouknight
returned from injury. Their only
loss? Villanova, who at the time
was at full power.
Since Bouknight returned, he’s
gone on an absolute tear, averaging 20 points on about 50% shooting from the field while adding on
nearly six rebounds per game to
boot.

See MBB, p. 11

Women’s Soccer: UConn battles undefeated St. John’s at home
Looking to shake off a road trip
that saw them lose to Providence and
draw with Villanova, the University
of Connecticut’s women’s soccer team
comes back home Thursday afternoon
to take on the St. John’s Red Storm at
Morrone Stadium at 2 p.m.
Unfortunately for the Huskies (2-11, 0-1-1 Big East), St. John’s has had no
shortage of early season momentum,
starting their season 5-0 and 2-0 in
conference play. The Johnnies have
been propelled by a combination of
offensive explosiveness, with 13 goals
in these five games, and a tough defensive front that has led to three clean
sheets.
A red-hot start to the season for St.
John’s has led to not just Big East attention, but also recognition on the national stage, with redshirt senior Zsani
Kajan being honored on the TopDrawerSoccer national women’s team of the
week. The strong offensive showings
have become more of the same from
the midfielder out of Budapest, who
has notched 11 goals each in her last
two seasons at St. John’s.
Along with Kajan’s great start to
her senior campaign, sophomore
midfielder Jessica Garziano has made
waves in the Big East and on the national stage, notching five goals of
her own in only five games, after not
scoring at all during her freshman season. Garziano won Big East Offensive
Player of the Week on March 2, joining
Kajan as the only active players to re-

cord three goals in a single game for St.
John’s. Garziano’s role on St. John’s has
expanded from top distributor to key
goal scorer as well, registering a teamhigh five assists during her 2019 freshman campaign.
UConn is desperate to flip the script
and find the scoreboard after dominating the game against Villanova to
no avail, outshooting the Wildcats 30-3
but ending up with the same offensive
output. Yamilee Eveillard and Jade
Konte were aggressive in the draw,
combining for eight shots on goal as a
duo. The only goal scored on the road
trip for the Huskies came from senior
midfielder Sophia Danyko-Kulchycky.
This looks to be a promising sign for
UConn, as Danyko-Kulchycky had not
scored since 2018 after battling back
from injury and only playing in four
games for UConn last season.
In the all-time series against St.
John’s, the Huskies are 15-6-1, falling in
their last matchup 1-0 back in 2017 that
saw the long time Big East foes battle
at a neutral site in New Britain. In their
last five matchups in Storrs, the Huskies have won four of the affairs, falling back in 2010 after dominating the
all-time series at Morrone.
In their return to the Big East, the
Huskies look for their first victory
against St. John’s in their first matchup
in Storrs since 2014 that saw UConn
emerge victorious. The Huskies will
look to get back on the scoreboard
and stay unbeaten at home in the early stages of the 2021 season and cool
down the offensive juggernaut of St.
John’s, on the backs of both veteran
players and underclassmen.

Two players collide as they fight for the ball in a game between UConn and Northeastern on Feb. 28 at Morrone Stadium. UConn won the game 2-0. The team faces St. John’s on Thursday. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO
EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Women’s Basketball
Monday

vs.
Women’s Soccer, Thursday, 2 p.m.
Morrone Stadium

vs.

73

39

vs.
Baseball, Friday, 7:30 pm
Lubbock, TX

Simon Groeneveld

@james.bouknight

“I Didn’t Come This Far To Only Come This
Far”

TWEETS OF THE DAY

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Jacob Sondik

@FYFSimon
What the hell it’s been 10 years since
Cardiac Kemba and that amazing UConn
run. That feels like a couple years ago
Big Larry Forearm

@BigLarryBabyArm
Gassaway that idiot from ESPN says
UConn is one of 322 teams that has no clear
path to win the NCAA tourney...I swear do
these people even watch basketball
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

