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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 6:56 p.m. on March 11

*positive test results

53

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

209

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

228

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

182 Cumulative
Staff Cases*

Our Pandemic Year: UConn students on
anniversary of university closing for COVID-19
by Grace McFadden
STAFF WRITER
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu

On March 11, 2020, University
of Connecticut President Thomas
Katsouleas announced the suspension of in-person classes due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The last
in-person classes were to occur on
March 13, 2020, the last day before
spring break, and resume on April
6, 2020.
UConn students are now reflecting on what a year with COVID-19
has felt like.
Kamila Krawczuk, a sixth-semester computer science and engineering major, said March 13 was
the day she realized the pandemic
was truly serious.
“I feel like for me, at least, it was
the day before spring break,” Krawczuk said. “There was this surreal
feeling on campus that day where
a lot of things were closing, kind of
like the calm before the storm.”
Nick Greco, a sixth-semester history major, cited the NBA suspen-

sion as the moment he realized the
threat of COVID-19. The NBA halted all activities on March 11, 2020
after a Utah Jazz player tested positive for the virus.
“When the NBA shut down, I
realized that it was serious,” Greco
said. “Seeing something I was used
to watching every day be cancelled
as if a major tragedy just occurred
was the first sign that we were
about to enter a major shift.”
UConn officially closed for the
spring semester on March 17, 2020.
All activities at UConn were cancelled, including commencement
for the class of 2020.
Andi Duro is an eighth-semester
computer science major. Duro said
it was strange to see people react to
the pandemic so slowly.
“I knew this was going to happen
since early January, so watching
all the public institutions react so
slowly felt like watching a car crash
in slow motion,” Duro said.

See COVID-19, p. 2
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USG free speech legislation
UConn to begin reopening March 19
following Gov. Lamont’s announcement withdrawn following
CDO-elect resignation

by Thomas Alvarez
STAFF WRITER
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

by Grace McFadden

University spokesperson Stephanie Reitz spoke about Gov. Ned
Lamont’s plans for reopening
Connecticut beginning March 19
and what they mean for University of Connecticut students. Dean
of Students Eleanor Daugherty
described the plans in an email
sent to students on Wednesday.
Lamont’s March 4 announcement included the removal of capacity limits in several categories
of establishments. As long as face
coverings, social distancing and
cleaning protocols are followed,
establishments like restaurants
and gyms will be able to operate
at full capacity.
“All capacity limits will be eliminated for the following businesses, while face coverings, social
distancing and other cleaning and
disinfecting protocols will continue to be required: restaurants
(eight-person table capacity and
11 p.m. required closing time for
dining rooms continues), retail, libraries, personal services, indoor
recreation (excludes theaters,
which will continue to have a 50%
capacity), gyms/fitness centers,
museums, aquariums and zoos,
offices, houses of worship,” the
announcement reads.
In a recent email sent to the student body, Daugherty said UConn will fall in line with Lamont’s
plans beginning March 19. She
said despite the increase in maximum capacity, some events will
remain limited to account for social distancing.
“In accordance with the governor’s recent announcement,
additional capacity changes for
the blue designation for indoor

For more...

STAFF WRITER
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu

A controversial free speech legislation proposal from the University of Connecticut’s Undergraduate Student Government has been
withdrawn, according to a Thursday statement from Student Body
President Michael Hernández.

“While the authors and
I remain committed
to the principles of
free expression, this
legislation is not
spurring the type of
productive conversation
that we had hoped.”
Gov. Ned Lamont, then candidate, speaks during the gubernatorial
debate at the Jorgenson Center for Performing Arts on Sept. 26, 2018.
Lamont recently released new plans for reducing COVID-19 guideleines. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

and outdoor events will go into
effect on March 19 and April 2,”
her email reads. “Although maximum event/activity capacities will
be increased, we may still need to
limit some event capacities based
on room limitations when applying six-foot physical distancing.”
Reitz said UConn supports
Lamont’s plans for precautionary
measures. She said many UConn
students will not qualify for the
vaccine until May, so UConn’s
campus will not have high levels
of immunization until later into
2021.
“UConn follows and supports
the state’s plans and protocols for
social distancing, wearing masks
and other precautions,” Reitz
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USG PRESIDENT
MICHAEL HERNÁNDEZ

said. “Although many Connecticut residents are eligible to receive
the vaccine, the group that comprises college-age students will
not qualify until May, meaning the
campus population will not have
high levels of immunization until
later this year.”
Reitz stressed the importance
of continuing to follow health and
safety protocols while people continue to be vaccinated. She said
they are vital for students to protect both themselves and others.
“With that being the case, it is
important for members of our
campus communities to continue
to observe health and safety protocols to protect each other and
themselves,” Reitz said.
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Hernández co-authored the legislation, which has spurred conversations around free speech in USG.
Now, Hernández says the legislation
does not align with USG’s priorities
for the last few weeks of the spring
2021 semester.
“While the authors and I remain
committed to the principles of free
expression, this legislation is not
spurring the type of productive conversation that we had hoped,” reads
Hernández’s statement.
This update comes on the heels of
the resignation of Chief Diversity Officer-elect B Diaz, who stepped down
from their position Wednesday. In a
statement, Diaz cited online harassment as the reason for the resignation.
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Men’s BBall wins again...
Surprise!

“Over this last week, I have
received numerous hateful comments written by anonymous accounts with the sole intention of
attacking my character and disrupting my campaign,” reads Diaz’s statement. “These messages
consisted of BLATANT LIES with
apparent malicious intent that violates the Undergraduate Student
Elections’ spirit.”
Hernández acknowledged this
harassment in the statement withdrawing the legislation.
“I’m also aware of the recent
rise in intolerance and online harassment, particularly towards
CDO-elect B Diaz. I condemn these
acts in the strongest terms,” reads
Hernández’s statement.
Hernández said USG should
be looking inward in the coming
weeks.
“I also believe now is the time to
have a serious conversation about
healing within our organization,”
reads Hernández’s statement.
“Free speech is both a cherished
right and a daunting responsibility. It is upsetting to me that an
alarming number of community
members have abused and in some
cases overstepped the boundaries
of their free speech rights.”

“I’m also aware of the
recent rise in intolerance
and online harrassment
... I condemn these acts
in the strongest terms.”
USG PRESIDENT
MICHAEL HERNÁNDEZ

Tweet of the Day
Nisali

@nisali_fernando
The weather is nice and pleasant
at UConn? Obviously I must sit
outside on the Union green to feel
joy and happiness.

02

Friday, March 12, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

News

Feel Good Friday: Adventure is out there, even for beginners
“Our goal is to make an experience
enjoyable regardless of a participant’s
prior experience in the outdoors,”
Valentine said. “To help achieve this,
In a time of remote classes and we provide communication, guidprolonged periods of staying inside, ance and activity specific equipment
the University of Connecticut’s Ad- to help participants prepare for the
venture Center is offering begin- activity. Additionally, we are [intenner-friendly outdoor activities called tionally] choosing the routes and
Micro Adventures.
agenda of an activity to ensure that
Rigel Valentine, Adventure Cen- the level of challenge is appropriate
ter and Outdoor Profor a group with varied
grams interim assislevels of experience.”
“Our goal is
tant program director,
By having the adsaid Micro Advenventures connected to
to make an
tures gives UConn
the Adventure Center,
experience
students an opportuValentine said the staff
nity to explore trails
can provide students
enjoyable
and roads around the
with their equipment,
regardless of a knowledge and expeStorrs campus, all
while maintaining sorience of the local area
participant’s
cial distance throughin a positive manner.
prior experience
out the pandemic.
“We can provide a
“Something as sim- in the outdoors.” welcoming environple as going on a walk
ment to go explore
RIGEL VALENTINE
in the woods can be
these areas around
beneficial to physical
campus as a group
and mental health,” Valentine said. and with leaders who know their
“Although UConn has surrounding way around the trails,” he said.
trails and forest properties, it can be “These programs offer opportunities
intimidating to explore these areas to learn more about the surrounding
alone or without prior knowledge.”
area, develop confidence in outdoor
These adventures highlight the recreation and meet other like mindsurrounding hiking trails, bike ed students.”
routes and roads in a series of three
“Any UConn student who has curto four hour trips. All of the Mi- rent access to the Recreation Center
cro Adventures can be done within can sign up for Adventure Center
walking or biking distance from the programs,” Valentine said. “They
recreation center.
can do so on the UConn Recreation

by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

Center website or in person at the
Adventure Center.”
All of the Micro Adventures activities will meet at the Adventure
Center where the staff will provide
gear, safety talks and a general plan,
he said.
“Our activities involve exploring the local areas around campus,
learning new ways to recreate outdoors, getting to engage your senses
in nature and some good conversation with fellow students,” Valentine
said.
“During the spring 2021 semester,
Micro Adventures have included
day hikes, bike rides and a bike and
climb,” Valentine said. “The day
hikes are weekend afternoon activities that utilize one of the many trails
surrounding campus whereas the
bike rides are 90 minute rides during
weekday evenings. Bike and climb
uses the bicycles from the Adventure Center to travel to Four Arrow’s
where participants then try their new
climbing tower at Depot Campus.”
“Each of these activities include a
mixture of instruction and just enjoying a ride around campus,” Valentine
said.
Valentine said student feedback
has been quite positive. He said many
students remark that spending time
outdoors gives them a much needed
boost of energy.
“One of the most common comments I hear is from students who
feel refreshed for the next week of

school work after one of
our activities,” he said.
“These little adventures
in the outdoors can give
people a literal breath
of fresh air that can be
utilized to help propel
them into another week
of classes.”
Throughout the semester, Micro Adventures had a subset of
activities called “Winter
Activities.” These activities are dependent on
the weather conditions,
such as needing snow for
UConn Adventure Center offers equipskiing, he said. The last The
ment rentals to all students. The Adventure
“Winter Activity” hike is Center is located in the back of the recreation facility and offers a wide range of outon Saturday, March 13.
door equipment up for rental. PHOTO BY MAGGIE
“The Micro adventure CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
titled ‘Winter Activity’
“Even if you can’t join us on one
is a way to add greater flexibility in our schedule due to of our programs you can still find
the uncertain nature of the weath- your own adventure,” Valentine
er,” Valentine said. “We created this said. “You can come to the Advenprogram simply to keep options ture Center and learn about the local
open to go hiking, snowshoeing or trails, rent equipment and get some
cross-country skiing depending on guidance to explore these areas on
how much snow was on the ground. your own.”
The upcoming schedule of events
Participants who register for these
programs sign up to join us on an ac- includes day hikes on Saturday,
tivity to get out in nature and explore March 20, Saturday, March 27 and
the woods regardless of the specific Sunday, March 28. There will also
be “Bike with a Cop” on Wednesday,
means.”
Even if one can’t participate in a March 31, Mountain Bike Skills on
Micro Adventure, Valentine said Thursday, April 1, a Campus Bike
there is always adventure to be had Ride on Friday, April 2 and a Bike
and Climb on Saturday, April 3.
in Storrs.

COVID-19 in review Job openings rise, layoffs fall as
pandemic economy mends
nic Martire, Bjorn Kaçi, Sophie Lin,
Ryan Marsh, Ethan Shan, Michael
Tarby and Nile Keech with helping
“It felt like a blinking match where with the project. However, the Minobody wanted to be responsible necraft server didn’t stop there.
and plan ahead but as soon as one
“After we finished we realized,
state blinked all the other states why not go further? So we started
went along with it.”
building more and more of campus
Since the beginning of the pan- and now we have the U, the School
demic, UConn has begun to reopen, of Business, the fieldhouse, North
with some students returning to parking garage, Ted’s, and many
residential housing in
other iconic Storrs buildthe fall 2020 semester.
Duro said.
“Finally, we ings,”
The campus has reAt time of publishmained only at partial
are all hoping ing, UConn is planning
capacity through the
for residence halls to
for a fall 2021 be at full capacity for
spring.
However, the difthat is closer the fall 2021 semester.
ficulties provided by
In an email to students
the pandemic have led to pre-COVID on Feb. 24, Dean of Stuto new opportunities
dents Eleanor Daughtimes. The
for some students. For
erty said the university
university
example, Duro is the
was planning to return
lead of UConn Gam- has just begun to normal operations for
ing Club’s Minecraft
fall 2021.
division. Duro sympa- what will have
“Finally, we are all
thized with the class
hoping for a fall 2021
to be a lengthy that is closer to preof 2020 after hearing
about commencement
COVID times. The uniplanning
being cancelled, so
versity has just begun
process.”
he decided to create a
what will have to be a
COVID-safe space for ELEANOR DAUGHERTY lengthy planning prograduation — in the
cess,” read the email.
popular video game Minecraft.
“As you know, the day to day reDuro, along with a team of oth- alities of COVID require us to be
er students, built a scale model of vigilant and nimble in our plans.
Gampel Pavilion in Minecraft so Your patience is always appreciatstudents could have a virtual grad- ed. That being said, I know you rely
uation. Duro credited students Nor- on us for information and transparlinda Steward, Mia Jordan, Domi- ency. We’re on it.”
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Printing since 1896, The Daily Campus is the oldest and largest
independent student publication at the University of Connecticut. The Daily Campus circulates 2,500 newspapers daily and
strives to serve the student body by delivering accurate, relevant
and timely news and content, both in print and online at Daily
Campus.com. Our staff is comprised entirely of students, with
roughly 200 undergraduates gaining professional development
while contributing to the daily production of the paper, with
positions including writers, photographers, copy editors, page
layout designers, graphic designers, advertisement representatives, receptionists, delivery drivers and digital producers.
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A “Now Hiring” sign is displayed, Thursday, March 4, 2021, in Salem, N.H. U.S. employers added a surprisingly robust 379,000 jobs in February in a sign the economy is strengthening as virus cases drop, vaccinations
ramp up, Americans spend more and states ease business restrictions. PHOTO BY ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — Companies posted more open jobs in
January while layoffs decreased as
the economy heals slowly from the
pandemic.
There were 6.9 million jobs available on the last day in January, up
from 6.7 million in December, the
Labor Department said Thursday.
That suggests employers are getting
ready to hire in the coming months.
Hiring actually began to pick up
in February, according to last Friday’s jobs report, which showed
that employers added 379,000 jobs,
the most since October, while the

unemployment rate fell to 6.2%,
from 6.3%. While the economy still
has 9.5 million fewer jobs than before the pandemic, February’s job
gain was much higher than January’s and came after a sharp job loss
in December, suggesting the economy, after stalling out late last year,
is mending.
Thursday’s report tracks gross
job gains and losses, while last
week’s figure is a net change in total
jobs. The data released Thursday
also showed that layoffs fell to just
under 1.7 million in January, the
same pace of job cuts that was oc-

Peter Fenteany, Editor-in-Chief
Alex Houdeshell, Managing Editor
Jack Dwyer, Business Manager
Courtney Gavitt, Digital Editor
Jacqueline Thompson, Financial Manager
Brandon Barzola, Associate Managing Editor
Grace McFadden, Associate Digital Editor
Taylor Harton,
News Editor
Amanda Kilyk,
Associate News Editor
Danny Barletta,
Sports Editor
Conner Gilson,
Associate Sports Editor
Kevin Lindstrom,
Photo Editor
Margaret Chafouleas,
Associate Photo Editor
Eric Wang
Associate Video Editor

Hollianne Lao,
Life Editor
Rebecca Maher,
Associate Life Editor
Harrison Raskin,
Opinion Editor
Anika Veeraraghav,
Associate Opinion Editor
Caroline LeCour,
Outreach/Social Media Coordinator
David Fox,
Advertising Director
EmmaKate Foley,
Circulation Manager

Want to advertise in print or online?
advertising@dailycampus.com

curring before the pandemic.
Those data contrast with the
number of people seeking unemployment benefits, which fell last
week but remain at a very elevated
level of 712,000, according to a separate report Thursday. That suggests an unusually high number of
Americans are still losing jobs. The
figures may vary for several reasons. The government has broadened the eligibility for unemployment benefits during the pandemic,
for example by allowing those who
have refused to take jobs they felt
were unsafe to claim aid.
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Another COVID-19
Study: Lack of diversity in
vaccine nears finish line Hollywood costs industry $10B

President Joe Biden speaks before signing the American Rescue Plan,
a coronavirus relief package, in the Oval Office of the White House,
Thursday, March 11, 2021. PHOTO BY ANDREW HARNIK/AP

(AP) —
 Another COVID-19 vacHERE’S WHAT ELSE IS
cine is getting closer to the finish
HAPPENING:
line, as Novavax said Thursday its
UNITED NATIONS — The Unitshot prevented hospitalizations ed Nations Population Fund says
and deaths in studies in Britain and new data indicate that nearly 12
South Africa where mutated ver- million women in 115 countries lost
sions of the virus are spreading.
access to family planning services
In a study of
as a result of dis15,000
people
ruptions from the
1 in 5 in US lost
in Britain, the
COVID-19
panNovavax vaccine someone close to them demic over the
was about 90%
past year.
in pandemic
effective
overThe
fund,
all against mild,
which calls itself
moderate or severe COVID-19, the the U.N. sexual and reproductive
company said. Of 106 illnesses con- health agency, said the data released
firmed, 10 were among people given Thursday indicate that the lack of
the vaccine and 96 among people family planning led to 1.4 million
given dummy shots.
unintended pregnancies.
Only five of the illnesses were
Natalia Kanem, executive director
severe, all in the placebo group. of the fund known as UNFPA, said,
Four of those were
“We must ensure
caused by a more
that women and
A year after
contagious coronagirls have uninterdeclaring a
virus variant first
rupted access to
discovered in Britcontrapandemic, World life-saving
ain. Novavax deterceptives and mamined the vaccine Health Organization ternal health mediwas 96% effective
is struggling to fight cines.”
against symptom“Pregnancies
atic illness caused vaccine nationalism don’t stop for panby the original vior any criand to keep up with demics,
rus — and 86% efsis,” she said in a
fective against that the rapidly evolving statement.
“The
mutated version.
devastating impact
science around
In South Afrithat COVID-19 has
ca, an even more
had on the lives of
COVID-19
worrisome variant
millions of women
is spreading wideand girls in the past
ly. Novavax studied nearly 3,000 year underscores just how vital it is
people there, some who have HIV. to ensure the continuity of reproThe company said its vaccine was ductive health services.”
55% effective against symptomatUNFPA said that in the 115 lowic COVID-19 in HIV-negative vol- and middle-income countries studunteers. Like in Britain, the only ied, women faced an average 3.6
severe illnesses occurred in study month disruption in their family
participants given dummy shots.
planning services, with the worst
“The bigger picture is our vaccine disruptions largely concentrated
works against variin April and May
ants,” said Novavax
2020, soon after the
Four former US
CEO Stanley Erck.
World Health OrErck said he exdeclared
presidents and first ganization
pected to file an
a pandemic.
ladies urge getting
application with
B UC H A R E ST,
British health auRomania —
 Romashots in ad
thorities early in
nian authorities on
the second quarter
Thursday
decidfor widespread use of the vaccine ed to halt the usage of a remaining
The company also is awaiting re- batch of AstraZeneca vaccines that
sults from a 30,000-person U.S. have already been administered to
study.
at least 77,000 people in 22 counties
across the country.
THE VIRUS OUTBREAK:
The decision to stop the administration of the remaining 4,257 doses
— AP poll: 1 in 5 in US lost someone of the total 81,600 ABV2856 Astraclose to them in pandemic
Zeneca batch, the same batch that
— A year after deItaly stopped using
claring a pandemic,
after two people
Austria
targets
one
World Health Orwho were vaccinatganization is strug- hard-hit region with ed died, was taken
gling to fight vacof “extreme
mass vaccinations to out
cine nationalism
precaution,” Romaand to keep up with
fight virus variant nia’s National Comthe rapidly evolvFor The Vacfirst found in South mittee
ing science around
cination Activities
COVID-19
Against COVID-19
Africa
— Four former US
said in a statement.
presidents and first ladies urge getThe vaccination committee also
ting shots in ad
said that there is “no scientific argu— Austria targets one hard-hit re- ment” at this stage to prevent the usgion with mass vaccinations to fight age of the ABV2856 batch and that it
virus variant first found in South was a decision taken on the basis of
Africa
events that unfolded in Italy.
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NEW YORK (AP) — For years,
researchers have said a lack of diversity in Hollywood films doesn’t
just poorly reflect demographics:
It’s bad business. A new study
by the consulting firm McKinsey
& Company estimates just how
much Hollywood is leaving on the
table: $10 billion.
The McKinsey report, released
Thursday, analyzes how inequality shapes the industry and how
much it ultimately costs its bottom
line. The consulting firm deduced
that the $148 billion film and TV
industry loses $10 billion, or 7%,
every year by undervaluing Black
films, filmmakers and executives.
“Fewer Black-led stories get
told, and when they are, these
projects have been consistently
underfunded and undervalued,
despite often earning higher relative returns than other properties,” wrote the study’s authors:
Jonathan Dunn, Sheldon Lyn,
Nony Onyeador and Ammanuel
Zegeye.
The study, spanning the years
2015-2019, was conducted over
the last six months and drew on
earlier research by the University of California, Los Angeles, the
University of Southern California
and Nielsen, a market research
firm. The BlackLight Collective, a
coalition of Black executives and
talent in the industry, collaborate
with McKinsey researchers. The
company also interviewed more
than 50 executives, producers,
agents, actors, directors and writers anonymously.
McKinsey attributed at least

Charlton Ruddock purchases a ticket for “MLK/FBI” at the box office
of the IFC Center, Friday, March 5, 2021, in New York. Movie theaters in
New York City reopen Friday. PHOTO BY MARY ALTAFFER/AP

some of Hollywood’s slow progress to its complex and multi-layered business — an ecosystem of
production companies, networks,
distributors, talent agencies and
other separate but intertwined
realms.
But the lack of Black representation in top positions of power
plays a prominent role. The study
found that 92% of film executives
are white and 87% are in television. Agents and executives at the
top three talent agencies are approximately 90% white — and a
striking 97% among partners.
Researchers found that films
with a Black lead or co-lead are

budgeted 24% less than movies
that don’t — a disparity that nearly doubles when there are two or
more Black people working as director, producer or writer.
Among
other
measures,
McKinsey recommends that a
“well-funded, third-party organization” be created for a more
comprehensive approach to racial
equality. The film business, it said,
is less diverse than industries such
as energy, finance and transport.
Following the Black Lives Matter protests last year, McKinsey
said it would dedicate $200 million to pro-bono work to advance
racial equality.

Uber, Lyft team up on database
to expose abusive drivers

A passer-by walks past a sign offering directions to an Uber and Lyft ride pickup location at Logan International Airport, in Boston on Feb. 9, 2021. Uber and Lyft have teamed up to create a database of drivers
ousted from their ride-hailing services for complaints about sexual assault and other crimes that have
raised passenger-safety concerns for years. PHOTO BY STEVEN SENNE/AP

SAN RAMON, Calif. (AP) — Uber
and Lyft have teamed up to create
a database of drivers ousted from
their ride-hailing services for complaints about sexual assault and
other crimes that have raised passenger-safety concerns for years.
The
clearinghouse
unveiled
Thursday will initially list drivers
expelled by the ride-hailing rivals
in the U.S. but it will also be open to
other companies that deploy workers to perform services such as delivering groceries or take-out orders
from restaurants.
The new safeguard, dubbed the
“sharing safety program,” will be
overseen by HireRight, a specialist
in background checks. The use of a
third party is aimed at addressing
potential legal concerns about companies, including competitors such
as Uber and Lyft, having access to
information to each other’s personnel matters.
“Lyft and Uber are competitors
in a whole lot of ways, but on this
issue of safety, we completely agree
that folks should be safe no matter
what platform they choose,” Tony
West, Uber’s chief legal officer, told
The Associated Press. He spoke in
an interview that also included Jennifer Brandenburger, Lyft’s head of

policy development.
The safety program follows
through on a promise that Uber
made 15 months ago when it revealed that more than 3,000 sexual
assaults had been reported on its
service in the U.S. during 2018.
Since that revelation, San Francisco-based Uber and Lyft have been
working to navigate through antitrust and privacy concerns to create
a way to flag drivers who have engaged in violent or other abhorrent
behavior that culminated in them
being booted off their services.
Sharing the information about
reported sexual assaults is considered especially important because
victims of such crimes frequently
don’t file formal complaints with police. That gap has opened a crack for
potentially dangerous drivers to slip
through routine background checks
drawing upon legal records, Brandenburger said.
To protect privacy, no passenger
information will be shared in the database and the incidents that resulted in a driver’s dismissal will be listed in six broad categories: attempted
non-consensual sexual penetration,
non-consensual touching of a sexual
body part, non-consensual kissing
of a sexual body part, non-consen-

sual kissing of a non-sexual body
part, non-consensual sexual penetration and fatal physical assaults.
Only a “fraction of a fraction” of
drivers have engaged in behavior
that fall into those categories, West
said. Any company with access to
the clearinghouse of information
could still decide to allow a driver
on its service after its own investigation, West said.
Michael Wolfe, an Uber driver
who also leads a Washington state
group representing about 2,000 other drivers, praised both ride-hailing
services for trying to weed out the
abuses in the industry.
“The few bad apples give all us
drivers a bad name,” said Wolfe, executive director for Drive Forward.
The added layer of protection
was hailed by the Rape, Abuse, &
Incest National Network, a victims’
rights group that has criticized the
ride-hailing services for not doing
more rigorous screening of their
drivers.
“Sexual violence thrives in secrecy,” said Scott Berkowitz, the
network’s president. “Thanks to
this initiative, perpetrators will no
longer be able to hide or escape accountability by simply switching
ridesharing platforms.”
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My introduction to agrarianism
by Sharon Spaulding
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sharon.spaulding@uconn.edu

If you’re a UConn student, you
might remember there being quotes
painted on the edges near the tops
of the walls at Whitney Dining
Hall. I don’t know how or when
they were chosen, but when the
dining hall was renovated in the
summer of 2019 the quotes must
have been important enough to
someone because they were incorporated into the dining hall’s new
design. There’s one that I’ve always remembered and that actually
seems comical when I now think of
it being there: “Eating is an agricultural act.”
The quote comes from Wendell
Berry, an American writer and
farmer known for his essays, fiction
and poetry on agrarianism and the
degradation of environment and
landscape as it pertains to, and is
a consequence of, culture. I recently finished reading Berry’s most
recent work, “The Art of Loading
Brush”, and now realize that Whitney Dining Hall is in so many ways
representative of so much of what

Berry opposes — that it’s almost
farcical to have his words up on the
wall. A typical college dining hall
is at the end of a long supply chain
of agribusiness and mass production; Berry staunchly opposes the
ethics and politics of many of these
systems and institutions. Whitney
was very recently renovated; Berry
would likely consider this to be a
superfluous expenditure, emblematic of a cultural aesthetic of wastefulness and indulgence. The dining
hall also belongs to one of the land
grant universities Berry seems so
skeptical of; which assumedly, in
his view, herd students into career

A typical college dining
hall is at the end of a
long supply chain of
agribusiness and mass
production; Berry
staunchly opposes the
ethics and politics of
many of these systems
and institutions.

paths and lifestyles that detract
them from comprehending the realities of nature and time.
Despite at times feeling as though
my entire life is a casualty of modernity’s ills while reading Berry, “The
Art of Loading Brush” is a fantastic
book. With an authority and complexity that only comes from experience, Berry’s writing on farming,
local communities and human connection to the land is beautifully instructive. The book is a collection of
essays, short stories and poems that
explore much of what Berry has
spent his entire life writing about
— considerations of ethics and aesthetics, individual and cultural, in
the context of politics, economics
and community living.
Berry’s writing is beautiful.
There’s a part where he recounts
the story of Odysseus returning
to Ithaka when he finds his father
planting a fruit tree, which Berry
describes as “enacting a covenant
with the possibility of renewal and
continuity.” He quotes Blake with
“every particle of dust breathes
forth its joy” — which in many
usages might come off as trite or

mawkish as
a prelude to
something
about spreading kindness
— but Berry
uses it to instantly turn to,
“it is exceedingly
dangerous to force
our will upon the earth
by means of explosives, poisons,
enormous machines and a great
numbness that allows our selves
and our economy to come first.” In
the middle of a long passage on forestry and logging, he unexpectedly
writes “The right motive is love.” In
one of his short stories, a farmer is
on a diligent quest to learn the “art
of sustainable forestry” practiced
by the Menominee Tribe in Wisconsin. The character, Andy, says,
“Everybody I talked to ... urged me
to understand that the forest is the
basis of a culture …”
Berry’s words opened my eyes
to how crude my understanding
of rural America and the practice
of agriculture is. Farming, as both
a practice and culture, is far more

complex and artistic than I had
ever paused to
consider before
reading Berry.
Back in September I wrote about
how the vastness
of America is challenging to comprehend
— but how beauty, in art
and stories, can draw us into its
complexities in a way that allows us
to form personally meaningful understandings of our own positions
and capabilities in it. Reading Berry’s writing was exactly that sort of
experience. The beauty of his writing drew me into a landscape and
lifestyle unfamiliar to me that has
challenged my assumptions and
perceptions of worlds near to and
beyond me. Now there are images in
my mind of places and people that
mingle with and beautify the sights
in my own worlds — and I suspect
that if I’m ever back in Whitney
Dining Hall, it’ll be the thoughts
from those collages of experience,
imagination and ideas of artistry
and beauty that come to mind.

Why we can’t just go back to normal Social Inf lation:

The benefits
by Arya Bhogte

CONTRIBUTOR
arya.bhogte@uconn.edu

ILLUSTRATION BY DIONEL DE BORJA,
STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Ashton Stansel
STAFF COLUMNIST
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

As of a few days ago, a quarter
of American adults have been given one of the various COVID-19
vaccines. That’s a huge milestone
in the country’s effort to vaccinate
the entire population, at least everyone who safely can be vaccinated, even as many Americans
including medical professionals
do not want to get the vaccine.
But even ignoring that, there
are many other issues that our
country will face when we try to
get back to normal. That’s been
the push for the last year, the
thing the country has constantly
felt like it is striving for; normalcy. We need to get back to normal,
we need to get back to the place

we were before this pandemic, we
need to get back to our lives.
And yet, the idea that we will
come out the other side of this
pandemic and just ... return to
pre-pandemic life ... is insane.
We are a year into a pandemic
where almost 29 million Americans have gotten sick and over
half a million are dead. Even for
those who survive, all 28.5 million
of them are at risk for what has
been called “Long COVID,” that
is, longer-term symptoms such as
fatigue, breathing issues, or headaches along with others.
For many people who had
COVID-19, returning to life as
it was is not going to be a simple task. For many more, they’ll
be returning to their lives without family members, coworkers,

spouses or friends. The trauma
that everyone in this country has
suffered from the last year is not
something which will go away
any time soon, and sooner or later
we’re going to be forced to reckon
with the fact that, plainly, it just
isn’t possible to pretend this last
year never happened.
According to a study by Mental Health America, the rate of
depression in the United States
increased by over 6%, and screenings for anxiety and depression
saw 93% and 62% increases, respectively. Those are massive increases in mental health issues
impacting millions of Americans
and even once this pandemic
is “over,” many of those mental
health issues will remain.

See VACCINE, p. 8

Most millennials grew up hearing
the story about the “evil lady” who
spilled McDonald’s coffee on herself
and received $3 million. However,
this story is widely misunderstood.
The facts are that Stella Liebeck — the
woman who spilled coffee on herself
— received third degree burns and
needed skin grafting that cost $20K,
and when she asked McDonald’s to
pay for her medical bill, the corporation refused to pay more than $800.
This was in 1992, when the trend
was that workers were company
people. This corporate loyalty has
been able to hide unethical practices
of major corporations such as McDonald’s, which actually received
700 previous reports of coffee burns.
To McDonald’s, this number is miniscule compared to the number of
coffee it sells daily; however, there is
a real person behind each case.
General corporation distrust built
up during the early 2000s with the
2008 financial crisis and following
political scandals. Now there is a new
pool of decision makers in our society who have grown up during times
of heightened corporate distrust, and
believe that the maltreated should be
compensated for higher value. More
things historically and in the present
are being brought up for claims. The
phenomena of higher total volume
of dollars associated with liability
claims is called social inflation.
Thanks to the advent of social media, people understand their rights
more, and filing claims is easier in the

digital age. People are making sure to
hold corporations liable for unethical actions. It makes sense to expect
someone to pay reasonable amounts
for injured parties; however, when
punitive damages are taken into account the welfare of society doesn’t
increase as much as the person who
files the claim. We want McDonald’s
to compensate the 700 reports of coffee burns rather than pay out millions to one person.
However, in the status quo, with
North American businesses paying for more insurance coverage, the
question becomes will the insurance
industry be able to responsibly cover
the risks? Professor John Coffee from
Columbia Law School calls this specific liability that social inflation creates
as “event driven securities litigation.”
Most security litigations stem
from accounting and other disclosure issues that allow wrong earning restatements and result in stock
price drops, however in event-driven
securities, operational risks are not
disclosed to investors. Stock values
drop at a later event as the issue is
revealed. Similarly, social inflation is
caused by corporations paying out
large sums of money as damages
are revealed from historical actions.
Pharmaceutical companies earned
billions in profits during the late
1990’s when opioid pain medications
were marketed and prescribed for
treating chronic pain unrelated to
cancer. Since 2014, various pharmaceuticals had to pay millions to settle
claims that it misled shareholders
about the safety of the drug.

See INFLATION, p. 8
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Watch ‘Flesh Into Blossom’
as M. Mick Powell examines
eroticism in queer poetics
the mouth and tongue. Vuong’s evocative imagery starts right from the
beginning: “Instead, the year begins
/ with my knees / scraping hardwood
In the latest installment of the Rain… Because the difference / between
bow Center’s “Out to Lunch” series,
prayer & mercy / is how you move /
the tongue.”
queer Black femme feminist poet M.
Mick Powell gave a powerful presen“We get this image of prayer sort of
tation centered on sexual intimacy
instantly, with the image of being on
and eroticism in queer poetry. “Out
the knees, but also of course we get
to Lunch” is an academic lecture and
the image of — it’s always hard when
discussion series with guest scholars
you’re talking about this to find the
and activists exploring a variety of topmost professional way to say it — but
ics surrounding gender, sexuality and
engaging in oral sex,” Powell said.
In the interest of time, Powell was
gender expression.
The lecture began with a brief introunable to talk in-depth about “t for
duction of self-ident” by Black
trans poet
tified “Black lesbian mother warrior
Justice Ameer
poet” Audre Lorde,
or “Dreaming
and her 1978 speech
of Lesbos” by
“Uses of the ErotLatina lesic: The Erotic as
bian writer
Power.” Lorde’s
Tatiana de la
thesis was centered
Tierra, but
on explaining how
encouraged
audience
eroticism is a deeply feminine, sexual,
members to
emotional and spirengage in the
itual power.
poems when“Power as in
ever they got
something that is
the chance.
only deeply and
Despite this,
her earlier
intrinsically acceswords were
sible if we can get
enough to
from under the corsum up the
rupted systems of
purpose of
patriarchy [and] the
queer erotcorrupted systems
ics in poetry
of white supremacy,” Powell exand its sigplained. “Lorde
nificance
On March 4, Professor Mick Powell presented at the Rainbow Center’s latest installment of their “Out
to Lunch” lecture series. Her presentation discussed eroticism and its themes in queer poetry. PHOTO
argues that the
in today’s
PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
erotic has been
culture.
suppressed, op“In some
pressed and suffocated by these sys- means to be feminine by disrupting violence like homicide.”
of the poems — whether it’s named
She moved on to discuss “bare” by or not — I think there’s a desire to
tems. She talks about this throughout cisnormativity, revisions of spirituthe piece; how the erotic can exist in all ality and of the world and, lastly, ac- Black non-binary poet Danez Smith, a live in a world where our intimacy
of these different sorts of ways and also knowledgement of the dangers faced love poem to — as they state in the be- is not criminalized or demonized,”
how it’s been punished and demonized by queer eroticism including queer ginning — their “HIV-positive lover.” Powell said. “And poets are building
in the society that we live in.”
and trans antagonism.
Smith’s passionate words encapsu- that world through writing poetry.”
The remaining portion of the pre- late the extent and harmless nature
Powell made sure to mention the
While Powell identifies as a poet
distinction between the erotic and sentation focused on analyzing how of their desires, which can often be first, her extensive educational backpornography as discussed by Lorde: these themes manifest in the works considered a dangerous aspiration by ground eventually gave way to her
“Pornography is the direct denial of the of contemporary queer poets Danez a society that has garnered negative second identity as an educator. After
power of the erotic … [it] emphasizes Smith, Ocean Vuong, Justice Ameer, views of HIV and AIDS in the past. earning her B.A. in women’s, gender
sensation without feeling.”
Tatiana de la Tierra and Powell her- However, everything said by Smith and sexuality studies and Africana
“Within the erotic, there is self. Her poem, “poem in which my is intended with pure intentions of studies from UConn in 2015, Powa deeper understanding whole hand fits in my mouth”, was love and longing, with a theme of re- ell proceeded to earn her
of the emotions, the feel- published in 2019. As evident from visioning spirituality weaved within M.A. in creative writing
ings, the spirituality the title, the uses of hand and mouth the poem. As they say, “if love is a hole from Southern Conbehind the actions,” imagery relate to sensory details such wide enough / to be a god’s mouth, let necticut State UniverPowell said. “As we’re as touch and taste, one of the vital me plunge…”
sity three years later.
encountering work that elements of written queer eroticism
“Devotion” by Vietnamese-Amer- She is currently an asdeals with the erotic, I today. Here, Powell also focuses on the ican writer Ocean Vuong was the sistant professor of womthink there’s susceptibility to danger experienced last work analyzed by Powell. His en’s, gender
always that by queer eroticism. The line “They poem utilized the same element of and sexualisocial ques- paint the surrounding space / with spirituality as Smith’s, as well as fo- ty studies at
tion
[o f their electric homicide” is a reference cusing on physical body parts like UConn.

by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

where the line is] and Audre Lorde answers that right up front in the essay.”
There were four main themes
about eroticism Powell outlined
from Lorde’s speech: intentionality
in language through sensory details
such as touch, reclamation of agency
and sexual autonomy, simultaneous
exploration of the deeply spiritual
and deeply political and the need
to share erotic feelings with others.
She connected these points to examples of contemporary expressions of
queer eroticism in poetry: how desire
is documented through focusing on
the physical body, redefining what it

to the 2016 Pulse nightclub shooting,
where one of Powell’s close friends
was killed.
“Part of what’s coming up for me
in writing this poem, even though
it’s set in this basement party, is this
idea that I’m on the dancefloor with
the dead, including KJ and including
the other people who were killed in
the Pulse Orlando shooting,” Powell
said. “What I’m thinking about when
I’m thinking about how the erotic and
the intimate shows up in queer and
trans poetry is that element of danger.
Danger broadly, but also really intense
danger; the potential for really intense
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Mermaids and the filmmaker journey
by Amy Chen

“Mermaids live in the sea,
right? They have no borders, they can go anywhere,”
Edwin O. Smith High
Dall’Stella said. “They’re magSchool hosted their second
ical creatures always depicted
speaker series with Brazilas a symbol of freedom and
ian writer and director Joao
they’re also part of the Latin
Dall’Stella. Currently based
culture in Brazil and Guatein Los Angeles, Dall’Stella is
mala. So, in the end, Esme
known for directing “Dia De
would get reunited and be free
Las Carpas” and the short film
and have a happy ending. It’s a
“Stalls.” Joined by several pansymbol for whoever is watchelists, Dall’Stella discussed
ing and is something that kids
being Latin American and a
can watch. You know, no parmember of the LGBTQIA+
ent wants to see a movie with
community in his journey
their kid being mistreated, so
as a filmmaker on March 11
the happy ending gives that
through Zoom at 7 p.m.
little bit of hope.”
“What could be portrayed
With
influence
from
as negative I want to give
movies like “E.T.” and “The
that twist of super positive,
Little Rascals”, Dall’Stella
entertaining, color, fun and
and screenwriter Marina
comedy,” Dall’Stella said. “I On March 11, E.O. Smith High School virtually hosted Brazilian writer and director Joao Dall’Stella in their
Kato Hoag created “Dia De
think those are naturally like second speaker series. Dall’Stella went on to discuss his Latin American background as a filmmaker and
Las Carpas.” Currently,
my tastes and what I write. I details about his film “Dia De Las Carpas.” PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
Dall’Stella is working on a
always like something with a
few different projects, from
a combination of many moments in sitioning to adulthood in general, and tries to help her escape from
sense of humor and I would
say that my characters in my story his life that helped build the cour- really allowed him to feel free and deportation officers. Along with discussing LGBTQIA+ heroes
the help of his friends and a local with Marvel Cinematic Universe
be himself.
are parts of myself at some point in age to pursue his career path.
“That’s one of the reasons I went fisherman (who catches a big carp directors to creating a gay horror
“As an artist, we’re always thinkmy life.”
Dall’Stella developed his passion ing, ‘Oh, I’m not sure if I’m good, or outside of Brazil because I feel like I fish), Esme and her mother turn franchise.
“If you have an idea, think about
for expressing creativity at a young if talented enough or I don’t know couldn’t do the things that I wanted into mermaids as they jump into
age. He said he would constantly what to do,’” Dall’Stella said. “So, to do in Brazil because the industry the water, which ultimately helps the smallest way you can do that
idea in your own terms like withuse his camera to record every- little steps. It’s life you know, as an is not so developed and prejudice them escape from ICE.
Dall’Stella said the inspiration out so much money,” Dall’Stella
thing. He also mentioned that he artist you have to live a little and so I think America gave this opporbehind the story was his hobby for said. “With a camera, some lights
tunity to me,” Dall’Stella said.
had a YouTube channel in high learn from that.”
“Dia De Las Carpas” is a fanta- fishing but also a news story about and a friend and try to do that idea
According to Dall’Stella, movschool that served as an outlet for
his creative works. Even now, he ing to the U.S. and coming out as sy adventure movie about a young a big carp fish that was caught by in five to 10 minutes. That way, you
mentioned using well-known PC gay were big factors that shaped girl named Esme who is trying to a fisherman at MacArthur Park in would know if [you] enjoy it and
game The Sims to help him story- his filmmaking. He said his par- escape Immigration Customs En- Los Angeles. Dall’Stella said the know it’s good and you can easily
board. There wasn’t a defining mo- ents weren’t always supportive of forcement (ICE), according to Dia carp represented Esme. The carp sell the bigger version of that idea
ment where Dall’Stella decided to his career path but moving to the De Las Carpas’s website. A boy was caught in the beginning but to somebody else. That’s what I do
with all my films.”
become a filmmaker. He said it was U.S., coming out as gay and tran- named Jonathan discovers Esme then set free just like Esme was.

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Recognizing and uplifting intersectional women
during Women's History Month and beyond
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

The passage of the Nineteenth
Amendment in 1920 is one of the
landmark events in the women’s rights movement, granting
women in the United States the
right to vote. The women’s rights
movement is still going strong
as women across the country,
around the world and in other
marginalized communities continue to face unequal socioeconomic and political treatment.
International Women’s Day, celebrated annually on March 8,
seeks to empower women across
the globe and commemorate past
and current achievements. Women’s History Month, commemorated in the United States every
March, honors the contributions
of women across a variety of
fields, as well as their continuous
fight for equal treatment.
“We realize the importance of

our voice when we are silenced,”
Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani
women’s and human rights
activist and 2014 Nobel Peace
Prize winner, says in her autobiographical book, “I Am Malala:
The Story of the Girl Who Stood
Up for Education.”
The National Women’s History
Alliance seeks to capture that
sentiment with their theme for
Women’s History Month this
year: “Valiant Women of the
Vote: Refusing to Be Silenced.”
The theme is a continuation of
2020’s theme for the “Suffrage
Centennial.” The organization,
expanded from the original National Women’s History Project
started in 1980, promotes women’s history and is “committed to
the goals of education, empowerment, equality and inclusion,”
as shared in their mission statement. Not only does the theme
highlight the importance of
learning about women’s history
and their current accomplish-

ments, but specifically strives
to feature the intersection of
women.
“Multicultural American
women are overlooked in most
mainstream approaches to U.S.
history,” NWHA says about
the 2021 theme. “The National
Women’s History Alliance is
determined that the important
roles of multicultural suffragists
and voting rights activists continue to be recognized and honored. We refuse to allow their
voices to be silenced, even by a
pandemic.”
Groups like NWHA and the
National Women’s History Museum offer a variety of resources
and are hosting various events
throughout the month for women’s history education and women’s rights advocacy. NWHM
provides a resource toolkit with
different online exhibits, biographies and articles to check out
every day of the month, such as
a live Q&A with the filmmakers

of “And She Could Be Next” on
March 15 and the online exhibit
“Representation with a Hyphen:
Latinas in the Fight for Women’s
Suffrage” on March 17.
In 1978, a local celebration
in Santa Rosa, California was
planned during the week of
International Women’s Day, a
practice that was adopted across
the country. According to the Library of Congress, in 1981, Congress authorized and requested
the president to designate the
week beginning March 7, 1982
as “Women’s History Week”
after a local celebration in Santa
Rosa, California was planned a
practice that continued for five
years. The first Women’s History Month was honored in 1987
after the National’s Women’s
History Project (now NWHM)
petitioned Congress.
Notable women that played
a role in the women’s suffrage
movement and abolitionist
movement that gave rise to it

include Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth and Ida B.
Wells-Barnett. The women’s
suffrage movement overlapped
with the advocacy of marginalized groups such as the Civil
Rights Movement. NWHM also
highlights five women every
month “that have, and continue
to make, history”; this month,
they are featuring activists
Sylvia Rivera, Stacey Abrams,
Anna Arnold Hedgeman, Pauli
Murray and Cori Bush. They
also provide a variety of internet
resources relating to women’s
empowerment.
“We draw strength and inspiration from those who came
before us – and those remarkable women working among us
today,” NWHA says. “They are a
part of our story, and a truly balanced and inclusive history recognizes how important women
have always been in American
society.”
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CCD shares top tips to help students
budget and finance their futures
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu

We all know that the transition
from high school to college came
with a fair share of difficulties and
challenges, but what about the transition out of college into the adult
world? How do we start a budget?
How do we file our taxes? How
do we start to invest our money to
turn a profit? In a webinar titled
“Budgeting For Your Future,” Beth
Settje, associate director of College
to Career Transitions and Alumni
Engagement at the Center for Career Development (CCD), shared
tips to start students on a path of
good personal finance.
“A budget is different from a
spending plan,” Settje said. “A budget is where you have an estimate of
your income and it is a set amount
that you are allowed to spend for a
given period of time. A spending
plan is a little bit different because
you can determine where you want
your spending to go, so you outline
how you want to spend.”
Settje began by dismantling the
apprehension around building a
budget for yourself by explaining
how you can think about it more
positively.
“I think a lot of people hear the
term budget and they get really scared
about that and just put that negativity
on it,” Settje said. “And so I’d like you
to think about it more in a positive
way. Think of it as a spending plan.”

The best way to begin your spending plan is to distinguish your wants
versus needs. Making a simple list
of all the expenditures of your daily
life and writing them under a need
and a want column allows you to
better visualize where your money
is going.
“When you start doing that and

to look and see where you can save
money. For example, buying liquid
detergent as opposed to detergent
pods can save you $0.16 per load of
laundry. While that may seem miniscule, this simple switch could save
a considerable amount of money in
the long run, and help you develop
smarter budgeting habits.

convenient, option becomes necessary, when utilizing the drive-thru
at Dunkin’, for example. As a coffee
lover myself, I was shocked to learn
that a medium coffee at Dunkin’
costs $1.89 while brewing a K-cup
at home costs $0.60 per cup, and the
Dunkin’ coffee grounds in a traditional pot only costs $0.20 per cup.

The 50/30/20 rule is a widely popular method to allocate a monthly budget to each area of spending. By
splitting your spendings in this manner you will be able to much more easily sustain your finances. GRAPHIC
PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

putting down the actual price,”
Settje said. “It really does make
one think for a moment and pause
before spending. This is a good way
to start thinking about budgeting
and spending.”
While certain expenditures are
unavoidable, such as laundry detergent or toilet paper, it is important

“It’s more about the mindset than
it is about the actual items,” Settje
said. “If you get into the habit of
looking for the best value, that will
transfer much more than laundry
detergent [or whatever you are purchasing].”
That being said, there are times
when the more expensive, but more

Switching from a daily Dunkin’ run
to a home-brewed pot could save
almost $12 on a weekly basis.
“There are times if you want to
choose convenience over price,”
Settje said. “That happens. I want
you to be aware of it. This presentation isn’t meant to tell you that you
should or you shouldn’t be spending

in a certain way. It’s important to be
aware of how you are spending so
you can make informed decisions.”
Settje also made attendees aware
of campus resources available to
students to gain a better handle on
their budgets and spending.
“If you are needing to do your
taxes for yourself for the first time,”
Settje said. “There is an excellent
resource at UConn called ‘Vita’
and you can have free help working on your taxes. They do it with
you. It’s with faculty and staff who
are certified to do taxes as well
as students who are going to be
accountants.”
For all current juniors, the senior year experience course, UNIV
4800, is offered in the fall and the
following spring and focuses on
transitioning into life after UConn,
covering topics such as financial
literacy and career readiness.
While managing your money
can be a scary undertaking, Settje
reminded students to take things
one step at a time and make things
easier by breaking down topics and
making them visual.
“I definitely recommend having
some sort of spreadsheet to keep
track of your spending,” Settje said.
“You’ll find it useful, and even if you
don’t want to go to that level, just
start documenting your spending
for a month and see where your
money is going. A lot of times when
people do this, they are surprised
on what they chose to spend their
money on.”

Pop Cultured
CALLING ALL FILM ENTHUSIASTS

by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

America is known for being
the largest film industry in the
world, according to a Medium
article titled, “Top 10 Movie Industries in the World.” However, you can’t forget about the
international film industry. As
award show season starts, the
Filmfare awards and Cannes
Film Festival are prestigious
international award shows.
What do dancing, singing and
colorful clothing have in common? They are core features of
Bollywood films, according to
an article titled, “What is Bollywood — Top Examples from
India’s Movie Industry.” Bollywood is a Hindi language-based
film industry in Mumbai (previously called “Bombay”), India.
It is also the second-leading
film industry in the world, according to the Medium article
titled, “Top 10 Movie Industries in the World.”
Bollywood itself has evolved
over time. For example, it has

added Western choreography
and different costume styles,
according to the site.
Filmfare was created in 1954
and is known to be one of the
oldest Bollywood award shows
according to an article titled,
“Filmfare Awards History.” In
1954, the award show started
with five categories, Best Film,
Best Director, Best Actor, Best
Actress and Best Music Director. Now, it has expanded to 40
different categories, some of
which include Best Short Story
and Best Dialogue. The Filmfare award was only meant for
films of the Hindi language in
Mumbai, but later developed
separate award shows for other
Indian languages like Tamil,
Punjabi and Bengali, according to the about section on the
Filmfare site.
Filmfare usually takes place
in March. However, the 2021
Filmfare Festival may get canceled as many movies were
postponed since the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic, according to Koi Moi, a site dedi-

cated to film and entertainment
news.
The Cannes Film Festival, or
the Festival de Cannes is another prestigious international
film award with a long history representing films from all
over the world. This year, the
award show will take place
from July 6 to July 17, according
to the festival’s website.
Preceding the Cannes Film
Festival, the Venice Film Festival, or “Venice Mostra,” was
the first international film
competition show, taking place
in 1932. Due to politics at the
time, voting was corrupted to
favor Hitler, according to the
Festival de Cannes site. French
officials decided they wanted
to create another international
film festival that was not politically biased. Throughout
history, the Cannes Film Festival faced a series of setbacks
because of the World Wars and
Cold War. The award was also
controversial at times because
of the explicit scenes in the
winning movies. The award

show did not start to gain attention until the 1970s, according to the site.
The Cannes Film Festival
takes place annually in Cannes,
France and has become the
destination for film enthusiasts, according to an article
titled, “Everything Filmmakers + Cinephiles Need to Know
About the Cannes Film Festival.” The festival’s categories
may sound different than other
award shows. The Palme d’Or
(the Golden Palm in English) is
the highest prize in the award
show, and the Grand Prix
(Grand Prize of the Festival)
is the second-best prize in the
award show, according to the
site.
When you talk about any
award show, you have to talk
about the fashion trends. Some
notable outfits from the 2020
Filmfare award show can include actress Alia Bhatt, according to an article titled,
“Here are the best-dressed
women from the 65th Amazon
Filmfare Awards 2020.” Bhatt

wore a Georges Hobeika, pink
and yellow gown. She had a
simple dewy makeup look and
her hair pushed back. Sonam
Kapoor Ahuja, another actress
in Bollywood, paired a white
floral blouse with a matching
long skirt and sheer drape.
Princess Diana had one of
the most stunning looks when
she attended the Cannes Film
Festival in 1987, according to
an article titled, “The 80 Most
Glamorous Cannes Film Festival Looks of All Time.” Princess Diana wore a light blue
gown with a thin scarf. Keiynan Lonsdale, an Australian
actor, wore a black suit and
floral patterned button-up underneath. His light hair complimented his outfit during
the 2019 Cannes Film Festival,
according to an article titled,
“Best-dressed men at Cannes
Film Festival 2019.”
So next time you’re watching the Oscars red carpet, don’t
forget to check out the celebrity
looks from other prestigious
film festivals around the world!
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Photo of the Day | Soaking up that serotonin sunshine

As the weather gets up to 70 degrees, students sit out on the Student Union quad to study and socialize on March 11, 2021. Thursday was the nicest day it has been so far and more
students than ever were gathered outside. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The benefits of social inflation
INFLATION, cont. from p. 4
President and CEO Randy
Ramlo of United Fire Group, an
insurance company, said during
an earnings call, “I think [social inflation] is more a changing idea of society.” People now
and in the future will hold corporations accountable, and assessing the magnitude of that
risk is important. Providing
coverages that face social inflation is hard to do since it will

need to be based on societal attitudes such as perceived justice
towards the company. A better
approach is to demand a greater
level of transparency between
insurance coverage providers
and corporations. Through this
transparency, corporations will
minimize their risks since higher risks means they will have to
pay higher premiums.
In the status quo, lawsuits
are the only way that people receive compensation. With plain-

tiff-friendly legal decisions and
third-party investors who help
claims stand longer in court,
corporations pay out high sums
of money. However, as insurers
develop coverages that take on
part of this risk, corporations
are incentivized to minimize
their risk and make more ethical
decisions. A future Stella Liebeck should have a lower risk of
injury and if the injury occurs
she should be given adequate resources toward recovery.

Crossword

Why the vaccine
won’t fix everything
VACCINE, cont. from p. 4
The most impacted group
seems to be younger people;
the same study found that 11 to
17-year-olds were “more likely
than any other age group to score
for moderate to severe symptoms
of anxiety and depression.” This
is relatively unsurprising, as few
groups have had their lives disrupted more than young people
who have had to deal with the
many issues facing our school
systems for the last year, and
that’s without including the fact
that many young people have
problematic home situations, or
have had to watch their family
members die and lose jobs and
struggle.
Whether we want to believe it
or not, the normal we had a year
ago is not the normal we’re going
to get once we get the pandemic
under control. It’s been too long,
too many months of constant
paranoia and anxiety about the

pandemic, about the financial
disasters and job loss as people
struggle to pay rent, in a country
where getting a deadly virus is
likely to bankrupt you.
We all want to believe that we
can go back to the way things
were before the pandemic, to finally escape the dark cloud that
feels like it’s been hanging over
all of us for 12 long months; yet
it’s not going to be as simple as
that. Some things are; there is no
argument that getting away from
this pandemic would help all of
the issues it has brought, but it
will not fix them.
We need to move on from the
notion that as soon as this country is entirely vaccinated every
difficulty will be solved. The preCOVID world isn’t coming back,
no matter how nice that would
be, and moving forward in a way
that addresses the issues this
pandemic has created is the only
way we’ll get back to anything
even resembling normal.
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UConn face Providence in
team’s first ever Hockey East
quarter final on home ice
by Tim Keaten

STAFF WRITER
timothy.keaten@uconn.edu

It has been three years since the
Huskies have seen a Hockey East
playoff game. The team was set to
play the University of Maine at the
Alfond Arena last season, but the
championship was cut short due
to the season’s cancellation at the
hands of the COVID-19 pandemic. The last time the UConn team
threw their hat into the ring for
the Hockey East title was during
the 2017-18 season when the team
finished fifth in the conference.
They were knocked out by Boston
University and haven’t been able to
climb back until now.
Things look to be different for
the Huskies this year, though. The
program has undergone a massive
rebuild for a team like this and are
now fielding some serious talent
and skill. UConn has almost nothing to speak of for college postsea-

son experience, but some of the key
freshmen they have brought on this
season bring some amount of that
with them. Hudson Schandor, John
Spetz and Cassidy Bowes all have
experience suiting up for postseason games during their time in the
junior leagues, experience that is
extremely important for a team like
UConn. Only three Huskies, seniors Adam Karashik, Brian Rigali
and Zac Robbins, have any amount
of experience with NCAA postseason play, meaning this will be a first
for a massive chunk of the team.
The Huskies are facing constant
season opponent Providence College one last time in a single elimination game to move forward in the
tournament. Seeds No. 4 and No. 5,
the two teams have been battling
for the fourth place spot in Hockey
East all season long, making this an
exciting quarter final matchup for
both teams.
There really is no way to predict
how this game will go, with both
teams being so closely matched and

UCONN FIELD HOCKEY TO TAKE
ON LIBERTY THIS WEEKEND

postseason play having a dynamic shift in feel. The Huskies have
beaten the Friars twice this season
on home ice, once in December and
the last regular game of the season
last week. The team lost a game to
Providence at an away game in early February. If the Huskies are able
to keep up their aggressive style of
play and goalkeeper Tomas Vomacka is able to play a good game, UConn have a serious shot at pushing
through to the semifinals.
When asked about postseason
play, head coach Mike Cavanaugh
said, “I don’t think there’s any difference in how we prepare. We’ve
been playing pretty much the same
way all year long. I don’t think it
makes sense or it would behoove
us to completely change our style of
play at this point of the season. You
dance with the girl you brought,
right?”
I know I’ll be watching the game
this Sunday at 3:30 p.m. on SNY,
cheering along in my Huskies jersey, and you should be too.

In this file photo, the Huskies defeated Fairfield 2-1 in sudden death
overtime at the Sherman Family Sports Complex in 2019. This weekend
the Huskies will take on Liberty University down in Philadelphia. PHOTO
BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO AND VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Tim Keaten

STAFF WRITER
timothy.keaten@uconn.edu

In this file photo, UConn defeats BU in overtime in the XL Center. This weekend, UConn will host a Hockey
East quarterfinal game for the first time in program history when Providence comes to town. PHOTO BY KEVIN
LINDSTROM, PHOTO AND VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn field hockey team is
heading to Philadelphia to take on
the Liberty University Lady Flames
for the fourth and fifth games of the
season. The team has thus far been
undefeated (3-0), as are the Lady
Flames who are currently 7-0 in
their season. UConn has had several games called off due to COVID-19
related shutdowns.
The Lady Flames are coming off a
two-game win against Old Dominion (4-3) at home last weekend. Lib-

erty beat out the Monarchs 4-1 and
2-0 that weekend to win the series.
The UConn Huskies are coming off
of their 3-0 game against the Providence College Friars (0-3).
The last time the two teams met
was on Oct. 26, 2019 for a Liberty
home game in Lynchburg, where
the Huskies beat Liberty 6-3. The
teams have played one other time,
during the 2016 Big East field hockey championship game, where the
No. 1 ranked UConn beat Liberty
3-2.
Game one on Saturday will begin at 3:30 p.m. and the Sunday afternoon meeting between the two
teams will start at 2:30 p.m. EST.

McDermott, No. 17 Creighton rout Butler 87-56 in Big East
NEW YORK (AP) — With
coach Greg McDermott back
on the bench after a one-game
suspension, No. 17 Creighton
cruised into the semifinals of the
Big East Tournament with an
87-56 victory against Butler on
Thursday night.
The second-seeded Bluejays
(19-7) advanced to face Connecticut or DePaul on Friday night
at Madison Square Garden.
Creighton is in the semifinals for
the third time since joining the
conference in 2013 and first time
since 2017.
Damien Jefferson scored 11
points in the first eight minutes
and Marcus Zegarowski led the
Bluejays with 18.
Bryce Nze had 21 points to
lead No. 10 seed Butler (10-15),
which trailed by 33 in the second
half after edging seventh-seeded Xavier 70-69 in overtime
Wednesday night.
McDermott was suspended
for the final game of the regular
season for making racially insensitive remarks to his players.
The 57-year-old coach created
a firestorm for twice using the
term “plantation” as part of an
analogy urging team unity after
a recent loss.
The university suspended McDermott indefinitely after he
coached the team in a loss last
week at Villanova. He missed the
season-finale victory at home
against Butler on Saturday and
was reinstated earlier this week.
Five Black Creighton players
explained in a short pregame
video Saturday why they were
hurt by McDermott’s words. Zegarowski, who didn’t speak in
the video, said after the game
that McDermott made a mistake
but loves and supports all his

Creighton head coach Greg McDermott talks to his players before an NCAA college basketball game against Butler in the Big East conference
tournament Thursday, March 11, 2021, in New York. PHOTO BY FRANK FRANKLIN II, AP

players.
McDermott’s return went off
drama-free as he led his team to
an easy victory in a mostly empty MSG, pulling his face mask up
and down to periodically give directions.
Creighton scored the first seven points and was never seriously challenged. The Bluejays led
by 18 in the first half.
Zegarowski made two 3-pointers within the first two minutes

of the second half and Creighton
was up by 20.
BIG PICTURE
Butler: The Bulldogs beat
Creighton in mid-January at
home, but lost the last two meetings by a combined 51 points.
Butler finished with a losing record for the first time since 201314, its first season in the Big East.
Creighton: The Bluejays’ only
real issue came in the first half
when Jefferson caught some

friendly fire under the basket.
He and teammate Alex O’Connell turned into each other and
collided face first. Both players went to the floor and stayed
there for a few minutes.
Jefferson had a bloody nose.
O’Connell came away in better
shape, but both left the game to
get checked in the bench area.
Blood had to be mopped from
the floor where Jefferson went
down. He re-entered after the

under four-minute timeout with
a big white wad of what appeared
to be gauze or tissue plugging his
right nostril.
Didn’t seem to bother him
much. Jefferson dropped in a
corner 3 with 1:18 left in the half
to make it 42-24.
UP NEXT
Creighton was a combined 3-0
against UConn and DePaul this
season, beating the Blue Demons
twice.
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UConn women’s soccer picks up a 1-0 victory over the previously undefeated St. John’s University Red Storm on a sunny afternoon in Storrs. Huskies senior Yamilee Eveillard scored
the game-winning goal off a header in the 11th minute to help UConn improve to 3-1-1 on the season. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Women’s Soccer: UConn, Eveillard
conquer Red Storm, notch home victory
by Jacob Sondik
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

Itching to get its first conference
victory since their return to the Big
East, the UConn women’s soccer
team (3-1-1, 1-1-1 Big East) took on a
red-hot St. John’s squad (5-1, 2-1 Big
East) that was looking to garner a
sixth win in a row. Unfortunately for the Red Storm, UConn and
Yamilee Eveillard had other plans
as they returned home from a twogame road trip to defend home field
on a beautiful Thursday afternoon
at Joseph J. Morrone Stadium.
Immediately, the senior from
Valley Stream, NY pushed the
pace, registering multiple shots in
the early minutes of the game off
of corners and breakaways that
saw her getting past the Red Storm
defense with relative ease. After
missing the mark with a header,
Eveillard nailed a header off of a
beautiful assist from sophomore
midfielder Jessica Mazo mere minutes later to give the Huskies the
early 1-0 lead.
Fresh off of dominating in their
first five games by outscoring their
opponents 13-2, St. John’s offense
did not go away quietly once falling behind. Following the Eveillard

UConn women’s soccer picks up a 1-0 victory over the previously undefeated St. John’s University Red
Storm on a sunny afternoon in Storrs, CT. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

score, the Red Storm had several
chances at the net, but the UConn defense continued to bend, not
break. An outstanding effort led
by breakout star Jaqueline Harnett
shut down top goal scorers Jessica
Garziano and Zsani Kajan, who
came into Storrs combining for
seven goals and 18 shots on goal.
St. John’s seemed to have the
momentum towards the end of
the first half of play, continuing to
put the pressure on the Husky defense, with several attempts from

their midfielders and forwards
that forced pressure on goalkeeper Randi Palacios, notching a save
in the first half. However, once the
second half was underway, Thursday afternoon belonged to the Huskies.
Refusing to take their foot off of
the gas, UConn continued to pressure St. John’s with the lead, with
several shots coming from exciting
newcomers Lucy Cappadona and
Jaydah Bedoya. Bedoya came inches from padding the Husky lead

midway through the second half,
but her shot careened high off of
the cross bar before landing out of
play. UConn was able to push the
pace energized by booming kicks
from Kess Elmore and Jada Konte,
who put UConn in a position to pad
their lead and boost their prospects
of emerging victorious. While the
Huskies primarily controlled the
second half, there was no shortage
of equalizing attempts out of the
undefeated Red Storm.
Palacios had the save of the game

in the 71st minute, as she met and
turned away a point-blank shot
that flew in off the foot of Kajan.
This was the most crucial of Palacio’s five saves on the day, notching
her fourth clean sheet of the season
and second in a row following the
draw last time out against Villanova, allowing the Huskies to hold on
and continue their home success
that is so crucial in the 2021 campaign.
The Huskies were able to hold
on for the final 20 minutes of play,
handing the Red Storm their first
loss in Big East conference play
and first overall after starting their
season 5-0. After a winless road
trip that saw UConn lose and draw,
the victory for the Huskies is their
first conference win in their return
to the Big East, a potential early
season-defining victory that will
have UConn thick in the competition for a conference crown.
The Huskies look to keep their
undefeated record and momentum going at home, as they battle
the Seton Hall Pirates at Morrone
on Sunday at 12 p.m. For St. John’s,
they will look to bounce back next
time out as they continue their road
trip in the nation’s capital, taking
on the Georgetown Hoyas at Shaw
Field on Sunday afternoon.

Women’s Lacrosse: Huskies look to
continue rolling on the road against UMass
by Nicholas Hellinghausen
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.hellinghausen@uconn.edu

The Huskies (4-1) are coming
off an exceptional week, picking
up home victories against the
University of Albany (4-2) and
No. 22 UMass (2-2). Sydney Watson greatly contributed to these
impressive victories, tallying 10
goals and 24 draw controls over
the course of the two games. The
sensational performances by
Watson earned her the IWLCA
co-offensive player of the week.
The Minutewomen won their
only home matchup this season
16-7 against UMass Lowell. In
that game, UMass got off to a
scintillating start, racking up 14
goals in the first half. Stephanie
Croke led the team in scoring
against UMass Lowell, recording four goals. A concern for the
Minutewomen, however, is that
they were only able to generate

two goals in the second half of
that game. UMass has gotten off
to exceptional starts in all four
of their games this season, but
have only once produced more
than three goals in the second
half. When their opponents
make adjustments at halftime,
the Minutewomen seem to freeze
and not execute their game plan
as efficiently. UMass will have
to play a more complete game if
they want to get revenge on the
spectacular UConn squad on
their home turf.
Watson has been responsible
for scoring 21 of the Huskies’
goals this season, approximately 28.4% of all UConn’s goals in
the first five games of the year.
She’ll look to continue her stellar
performances when they travel
to Amherst for Game 2 against
the UMass Minutewomen. In the
first game versus UMass, Watson
recorded six unassisted goals, including the tiebreaker in OT.

The Huskies concluded
the game against UMass
with four more groundballs
and three more draw controls. UMass, on the other hand, finished with two
more shots on goal and five
fewer turnovers.
Game 2 between UConn
and UMass will likely be
another nail-biter, as both
teams are tremendously talented. Not much separated
the two squads on the stat
sheet after game one, and
I expect that to be the case
again on Saturday.
The game at UMass will
conclude
non-conference
play for the Huskies, and Big
East play will begin for UConn on March 19, when they
go on the road to face Marquette. The Huskies are currently slated to play 10 conference games, four at home
and six away.

UConn women’s lacrosse played a close game and ultimately won 14-11
against University of Albany on March 4, 2021. The game featured five ties
and UConn pushed through to the win at the end with junior Lia LaPrise
scoring two out of six goals in the second half. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Men’s Basketball: Huskies take care of business
with team effort in Big East quarterfinals
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

In 1978, Ace Frehley, the guitarist for the rock band Kiss, released a song called “New York
Groove” that became a big hit.
The chorus of the song goes,
“I’m back, back in the New York
Groove.” Well, that should be the
theme song for the UConn men’s
basketball team after Thursday’s
94-60 win over DePaul.
Playing in their first Big East
Tournament game at Madison
Square Garden since 2012, the
Huskies (15-6) made a statement
in their return, utilizing their entire roster to win in dominating
fashion. Three different players
scored 14 points to lead the Huskies: R.J. Cole, Adama Sanogo
and Tyrese Martin. Martin also
led the team with 10 rebounds
for his second double-double of
the season.
“Right now, we’re just clicking
on all cylinders,” Cole said after
the game. “We have a lot of weapons. That’s our strong point. We
have a lot of depth. We have a lot
of scorers on our team, and right
now we’re all stepping up.”
Literally every player stepped
up on Thursday night, as four
different players scored in double figures and all 12 Huskies
who checked in scored, even
walk-on Andrew Hurley (head
coach Dan Hurley’s son) who
knocked down a 3-pointer for
the first points of his career.
UConn dominated DePaul
(5-14) on the glass 53-32 and
grabbed 24 offensive rebounds,
which led to 19 more shot attempts than DePaul. That was a
key difference, especially in portions of the game when the Huskies weren’t shooting extremely
well.
“We were tenacious on the
glass,” Hurley said. “To dominate [DePaul] on the glass the
way we did, the way they go after
the ball, it’s a huge part of who
we are. It’s a huge part of our
identity. Defense and rebounding.”
On the defensive end, UConn
forced DePaul to play some really poor basketball. The Blue

Connecticut’s Isaiah Whaley (5) defends against DePaul’s Kobe Elvis during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in the Big East men’s
tournament Thursday, March 11, 2021, in New York. PHOTO BY FRANK FRANKLIN II, AP

Demons turned the ball over 15
times and shot just 37%.
The game was a little sloppy
out of the gate, but UConn always seemed to have control.
The Huskies went on multiple
runs in the first half to keep the
game out of reach from the Blue
Demons, the last of which was
a 9-0 run capped off by a Coleto-James Bouknight alley-oop
to put UConn up 38-20 with five
minutes left in the first half. DePaul would score just two more
points the rest of the half, and
UConn went into halftime up 4522.
The second half started with
a highlight reel 360 dunk from
Martin, and that really set the
tone for the rest of the game. The
Huskies maintained their dis-

“We feel the excitement.
Our fanbase is one of
the best in the country,
and we’re just happy
that we’re giving them
something to be excited
about in March again.
It’s been a while.”
DAN HURLEY

tance, and a true team effort
resulted in a 34-point win in
the Big East quarterfinals.
UConn fans had been waiting for a night like Thursday
for a long time.
“We feel the excitement,”
Hurley said. “Our fanbase is
one of the best in the country, and we’re just happy that
we’re giving them something
to be excited about in March
again. It’s been a while.”
The one concerning part
of the game for the Huskies
was Bouknight being carried
off the court into the locker room in the second half.
But Hurley said it was just
bad cramps and he should
be ready to go for Friday’s
game.

Next up, the Huskies face their
first real test of the tournament
with the No. 2 seed Creighton
Bluejays, who have already beaten UConn twice this season. But
that doesn’t mean anything in
March.
“We’re a different team, we’re
at full strength,” Martin said.
“We’re probably one of the hottest teams in the country right
now, so to beat us, you’re going
to have to do a lot of things. I
don’t think that a team right now
is gonna do that.”
Friday at 9 p.m. on FS1 in what
will be UConn’s 14th ever appearance in the Big East semifinals, we will get to see if UConn
is really back in its New York
groove.

Baseball: Huskies set for 4-game series at No. 9 Texas Tech
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

The UConn baseball team split
a four-game series in South Carolina last weekend against three
solid teams, and it’s not getting
any easier this weekend. The
Huskies will head down to Lubbock, Texas to play No. 9 ranked
Texas Tech for four games in four
days, from Friday to Monday.
The Huskies (4-6) have had a
bit of a rough start to the season,
but they’ve been competitive in
every game, as none of their losses have been by more than two
runs. Meanwhile, the Red Raiders (10-3) are on fire. After losing
three games to start the season
against No. 8 Arkansas, No. 6 Ole
Miss and No. 7 Mississippi State,
Texas Tech has rattled off 10
straight wins, including two this
week over Gonzaga.
The Red Raiders have a scary
lineup. They’re hitting .292 as a
team and have five guys hitting
over .300. They also have 19 home
runs as a team, which is tied for
eighth-most in the country. Their
best hitter this season has been
second-year freshman Jace Jung,
who is batting .404 with an absurd 1.367 OPS in his team’s first
13 games. He also leads the team
with 19 hits, six home runs and 23
RBIs. He will be a bat that UConn’s pitching staff will need to
be weary of. One of the other top
bats for Texas Tech is third-year
freshman Cal Conley, who’s batting .339 with three home runs
and 15 RBIs.
On the mound, left hander Patrick Monteverde, a grad transfer

In this file photo, UConn baseball takes home a 9-1 win against Central Connecticut State University.
This weekend, UConn heads down south to take on No. 9 ranked Texas Tech. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

from Seton Hill in Pennsylvania,
has been their top arm. He has
made three starts and has yet to
allow a run in 18 innings pitched,
notching two wins so far and 23
strikeouts. Another lefty, Mason
Montgomery, has also been effective in his three starts, letting up
just one run each outing for a 1.80
ERA.
Despite the discrepancy in records, UConn should be able to
match up well with Texas Tech.
In Friday’s game, the Huskies

will look for Ben Casparius to follow up his great outing from last
week with another one. He went
eight shutout innings, striking
out 11 against Miami (Ohio). It
will obviously be much tougher to replicate those numbers
against a top 10 team, but the
Huskies need a good outing from
him if they’re going to make some
noise this weekend.
The reason for that is beyond
Casparius, the Huskies haven’t
gotten great production from

their starters. Joe Simeone has
struggled a little bit as the Saturday starter with a 4.91 ERA, and
while Austin Peterson has been
pretty decent in his two Sunday
starts so far, against a lineup
like Texas Tech, UConn is going
to need more. Monday’s performance against Coastal Carolina
was a disaster on the mound, so
the Huskies need to find more
depth especially from their
starters in order to have success.
UConn also needs a little more

consistency at the plate. Christian Fedko and Reggie Crawford
have been awesome, batting .317
and .310, respectively, and Crawford has been killing the ball,
slugging five home runs so far
this season. But beyond these
two, it’s kind of been a question
mark of who is going to step up.
Zach Bushling had a really good
series last weekend, and Erik
Stock and Pat Winkel have been
good, but top to bottom, guys
need to be putting better at-bats
together. They also need guys
like Chris Winkel and Kyler Fedko to break out of their early season slumps.
This is going to be a tough series for the Huskies. There’s no
doubt about that. But a successful showing against one of the
best teams in the country would
be a huge confidence boost for a
team that’s stumbled a little out
of the gate. It could turn their season right around. Head coach Jim
Penders has been notorious for
wanting to play the best teams in
the country because “in order to
be the best, you have to play the
best.” This weekend is a prime
example of that. If the UConn
pitching staff can figure itself out
and the bats come alive like we’ve
seen flashes of, this could be a really interesting series.
As far as history between the
two squads, there isn’t much. The
Huskies and Red Raiders have
played just one time before, back
in February of 2013 in a 1-0 UConn win in 11 innings.
This weekend’s games will be
at 3 p.m. on all three days, and
they can all be seen on ESPN+ or
listened to on 91.7 WHUS.
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Huskies
send Blue
Demons
back to
Hell
For the story,
see p. 11

Connecticut’s
Adama Sanogo, top,
blocks a shot by DePaul’s Romeo Weems
during the first half
of an NCAA college
basketball game in
the Big East men’s
tournament Thursday, March 11, 2021,
in New York. PHOTO BY
FRANK FRANKLIN II, AP

Men’s basketball
Saturday

vs.

vs.

94

Men’s basketball, Friday, 9 p.m.
Madison Square Garden

vs.

60

Baseball, Friday, 3 p.m.
Lubbock, TX

UConn: It’s Coming

@uconn

It’s gameday in @thegarden! #BETourney
#BleedBlue

TWEETS OF THE DAY

UPCOMING GAMES
INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

UCONN SCOREBOARD

@NoEscalators
Dave Benedict is basically one of those
people who takes a paper clip and starts
trading with people and three weeks
later they have a house
Hannah Withiam

@HannahWithiam
Patrick Ewing saying “this is my house”
after Georgetown’s upset of Villanova at
MSG is everything.
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

