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Asians in America: Fighting
invisibility amidst a long
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Murder of eight
people, including
six Asian women,
sparks outrage
by Jake Kelly

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

On Tuesday, a shooter murdered
eight people, six of them Asian women, at three Atlanta-area massage parlors on a killing spree allegedly motivated by anti-Asian and misogynistic
attitudes.
Authorities who interviewed the
suspect, now identified as 21-year-old
Robert Aaron Long, said they got the
impression he was “at the end of his
rope, and [Tuesday] was a really bad
day for him and this is what he did,”
according to the Guardian.

The Asian American Cultural Center hosted a panel discussion to make notice of the increased violence
against Asians and Asian Americans that has long characterized their history in the United States.
PHOTO PROVIDED AUTHOR

by Gino Giansanti
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti@uconn.edu

See AACC, in the Life
section on p. 5

“I think we’re all heartbroken, but our
hearts at this point are held together by
duct tape. ”
GLENN MITOMAW

Feel Good Friday: Unchain
raises awareness to CT
food insecurities
by Naiela Suleiman
STAFF WRITER
naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

Student organization Unchain
at the University of Connecticut
is hosting a Willimantic Food Aid
this Sunday, March 21 at 10 a.m.
Nell Srinath, a second-semester
student and founder of Unchain,
said the event hosted at Jillson
Square in Willimantic will offer
free reproductive care products,
hand sanitizer and food.
“Unchain, as I like to put it, is a
nexus for UConn’s radical student
community to organize towards
the end of racial capitalism, imperialism, patriarchy, ableism and
ecological collapse,” Srinath said.
“We’re a young organization, but
our goal is to apply these ideas to
create a more equitable and sustainable UConn that cherishes the
social welfare of all students, not
just the white dudes with their last
name on buildings. We are relentlessly committed to these ends.”
The widespread food insecurity
in Connecticut was a big inspiration for Srinath and Unchain to
organize this event.
“According to the CT Food Bank,
400,000 Connecticut residents go
hungry, including almost 120,000
minors,” Srinath said. “I have
no doubt that those statistics are
underreported for Connecticut’s
undocumented community who
face their own host of economic
struggles. So creating an organizational framework to help meet
those needs, in conjunction with
the tireless efforts of regional food

For more...

banks and mutual aid organizations, is very important to us.”
Along with sandwiches, soup
and chickpea salad, there will be
a community conversation on the
food and housing insecurity many
in Connecticut face.

“According to the
CT Food Bank,
400,000 Connecticut
residents go hungry,
including almost
120,000 minors.”
NELL SRINATH

“We want people to know that
they have a base of support to
mobilize against evictions, fundraise for legal counsel and spread
awareness about issues that affect
them. We’re an explicitly anti-capitalist, anti-partisan organization
in this respect,” Srinath said. “We
reject the platitudes of dominant
American political figureheads
and instead defer to communities.
We want them to know that when
they are failed by the state or deliberately harmed by the brutally exclusive system of racial capitalism,
we are building an alternative system for people to turn to, solidarity
and mutual aid.”
Unchain wants to mobilize its
resources through events like the
Willimantic Food Aid and connect
with the community to make better sense of the issues they face.
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“Food and reproductive care are
human rights, not something to be
hidden behind a paywall. If we can
help just one person NOT have to
make the decision between food
and some other necessity, we’ll
consider this effort a success,” Srinath said. “We think it’s absurd
that we must pay for goods and
services that people need to live
happy and healthy lives, especially when a lot of people in food and
manufacturing services are paid
so little that they can’t afford housing, healthcare, and education individually, much less altogether.”
The community-led conversation will not have any set moderator in order to maintain an open
dialogue between the community
and the people around it.
“There will and will not be moderators if that makes any sense,”
Srinath said. “While we want to
make sure that dialogue is open
and inclusive, we will also remain
steadfast in pointing out how capitalism breeds inequality; how
white supremacy underdevelops
communities and creates a targeted regime of incarceration against
Black and Indigenous peoples;
how violence against women,
queer and trans people are connected to one another; the imperative of disability justice, and so
forth.”
For those who cannot attend
the Food Aid and Conversation in
person, or want to support UConn
Unchain in their outreach efforts,
they can be found on Instagram
at JOIN UNCHAIN! (@uconn.unchain).
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“A huge factor in
the fetishization
of Asian women
comes from the
‘submissive’ trope,
stemming from
the days when
colonial soldiers
would invade Asian
territories and
sexually prey upon
the women there.”
SARA I, COSMOPOLITAN

Long told police he had a “sex addiction,” and targeted businesses
owned and known to employ Asians,
specifically Asian women, some of
whom work in the sex industry by
providing erotic massages.
Authorities said Long, who was
charged on Wednesday with the killings, was “lashing out at what he saw
as sources of temptation,” according
to the Associated Press. Long reportedly said he needed to eliminate the
desires fueling his addiction. Police
recently discovered Long had been a
patron of at least two of the spas.
Sara Li, the politics contributor
for Cosmopolitan, said Long’s sexual objectification of Asian women is
nothing new in society and has led to
damaging modern stereotypes and
horrific incidents of violence.
“A huge factor in the fetishization
of Asian women comes from the ‘submissive’ trope, stemming from the
days when colonial soldiers would
invade Asian territories and sexually
prey upon the women there,” Li said.
“Today, it manifests as the idea that
Asian women are easily dominated,
siren-like creatures of sexuality. As a
result, Asian women are often the target of other people’s, oftentimes crude,
projections.”
On Twitter, Filipino Star News
columnist and author Christine Liwag Dixon discussed how these attitudes have prevailed in her own life,
from being harassed on the street to
being subject to countless microaggressions.
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“The hypersexualizaton of Asian
women plays a HUGE part in the
violence we face,” Liwag Dixon
said. “I’ve been cornered on the
street as men say ‘me love you long
time.’ I’ve been offered money for a
‘happy ending massage.’ I’ve been
hit on because I’m Asian and told
it’s a ‘compliment.”’
Liwag Dixon also connected real-life murders to the depiction of
Asian women in Hollywood, who
are seen as nothing more than an
object or a sexual device, making
them disposable or a target for the
men who interact with them.
“Asian women are so often seen
and treated as objects, as trophies
and this very real problem is often
seen as a punchline i.e. jokes about
mail order birds, the portrayal of
Asian women in Hollywood,” Liwag Dixon said. “And Asian women are murdered because of it.”
Stop AAPI Hate, a coalition of
several Asian organizations responsible for tracking and responding to incidents of hate and violence
against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, found there was a rise
in hate incidents from March 19 of
last year to Feb. 28 of this year, and
found close to 3,800 incidents had
been reported to their center during
that time.
Women had reported hate incidents 2.3 times more than men, and
businesses were found to be the primary site of discrimination (35.4%
of all incidents).
Chinese people were among the
largest ethnic group (42.2%) who
reported their negative experiences, which has been suggested to be
a result of Asian-American mockery and misinformation surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, such
as when former president Donald
Trump and members of his administration referred to the virus as the
“Chinese Virus” and called it the
“Kung-Flu,” according to a former
White House staffer.

“The
hypersexualizaton
of Asian women
plays a HUGE part
in the violence we
face.”
CHRISTINE LIWAG DIXON

While youths have reported the
greatest amount of incidents, Asian
American communities have been
frightened by a wave of attacks
on elderly members. In February,
a 64-year-old was assaulted and
robbed. A 91-year-old man was hospitalized after being shoved to the
ground. In January, a 52-year-old
Asian-American woman was shot
in the head with a flare gun, and an
84-year-old man died after being
smashed to the ground by a man
who ran up behind him.

Tweet of the Day
Prem A.
@premdawg
UConn is behind Alterique Gilbert
tonight. Once a Husky, always a
Husky. @Alterique_G
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Lamont, tribes reach
agreement on online gambling
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Gov.
Ned Lamont’s administration has
reached an agreement with Connecticut’s two federally recognized
Native American tribes on a gambling expansion plan that could
lead to sports wagering and online
gambling, the governor and tribes
announced Thursday.
The Democratic governor and
leaders of the Mashantucket Pequot
and Mohegan tribes said the deal
would modernize gambling in Connecticut, generate tens of millions of
dollars in new revenue for the state,
and improve financial conditions for
the tribes’ Eastern Connecticut casinos, Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun.
“Connecticut is on cusp of providing a modern, technologically
advanced gaming experience for our
residents, which will be competitive
with our neighboring states,” Lamont said in an announcement with
the tribal leaders.
The agreement would need approval from the state General Assembly and the U.S. Interior Department. It comes about two weeks
after Lamont’s chief of staff said
the administration had reached an
agreement with just the Mohegan
tribe.
Rodney Butler, chairman of the
Mashantucket Pequots, said at the
time that his tribe was offended a
deal had been announced prematurely with one of the two sovereign
nations. Butler said there was one
remaining sticking point for the
Mashantuckets that equated to “a
rounding error” for the state budget
but was financially significant for
the tribe.
Under the arrangement announced Thursday, the state would
set an 18% tax rate for the first five
years on new online gambling offered by the casinos, followed by a
20% rate for at least the following
five years. There would be a 13.75%
state tax on sports wagering.

Currently, the state receives 25% of
the slot machine revenues generated
at Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun, in
return for granting the tribes exclusive rights to offer casino games.
The Connecticut Lottery would
be allowed to offer sports wagering
along with the tribes. Max Reiss,
a spokesman for Lamont, said the
three entities — the lottery, Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun — would
each offer their own version of
sports betting that customers could
choose from.
The lottery would also be allowed
to operate 15 retail sports betting locations, run new retail sports betting
venues in Hartford and Bridgeport
and expand online lottery offerings.
The lottery will be able to sublicense locations to the state-licensed
parimutuel operator, Sportech,
which owns and operates 14 offtrack betting locations, two Bobby
V’s Restaurant & Sports Bar locations in Connecticut.
Sportech, which threatened legal
action when the tentative deal was
first announced two weeks ago, said
Thursday it remained disappointed
with the agreement. It says it does
not appear to offer a “level playing
field,” depriving consumers of a
“healthy competitive betting marketplace” and putting the company’s
400 jobs at risk.
Connecticut has grappled for
years with how to authorize sports
betting and online gambling, given
the state’s unique and existing revenue-sharing arrangement with both
tribes.
Speaking at an unrelated event in
Manchester, Lamont said lessons
learned from the pandemic made it
clear it’s was time to finally reach a
deal.
“As you know, it has gone on for
many, many years. I think of the
many things we have learned after
a year of COVID more and more the
world is going virtual, and what that

means in terms of gambling,” Lamont said.
“Right now we have the old mechanical slot machines, and some
amazing casinos, and people going
back there, but I think more and
more you’re going to see i-gaming,
i-lottery, sports betting that is online, fantasy sports, and there are a
lot of moving pieces.”
Lamont said the deal “allows the
tribes to grow and prosper” and
“bring our cities and towns back to
life,” noting that neighboring states
have legalized sports betting.
House Minority Leader Vincent Candelora, R-North Branford,
called the agreement “welcome
news” and “an important milestone
in what’s been a long, complex and
sometimes frustrating effort to modernize our gaming landscape as we
watched other states take steps toward achieving advancements of
their own.”
Both tribes also agreed to stop development of a casino in East Windsor through the duration of the deal.
The East Windsor casino was aimed
at curbing competition from the
MGM Springfield casino in Springfield, Mass. Lamont has been unenthusiastic about the project.
The Mashantucket and Pequot
tribes and Lamont appeared unified
Thursday.
“This will allow Connecticut to
generate tax revenues from sports
and online gaming that are competitive with other states, to the benefit
of both state and local municipal
budgets, as well as our tribe’s members,” Gessner said in the joint statement.
Butler called the agreement a historic moment for his tribe.
“This agreement bolsters the
state’s economic development and
growth, and allows us to develop a
stable economic foundation for the
future of our tribal community,”
Butler said.

US-Russia ties nosedive after
Biden-Putin tit-for-tat
MOSCOW (AP) — U.S.-Russia
ties nosedived on Thursday after
Russian leader Vladimir Putin
shot back at President Joe Biden’s
description of him as a killer.
The back and forth underscored
Biden’s desire to distance himself
from former President Donald
Trump’s perceived softness on Putin despite actions his administration took against Russia. Although
Biden agreed to extend a major
arms control deal with Russia, he
has been notably cool toward Moscow and highly critical of many of
its activities.
In taking a tough stance on
Russia, Biden has said the days
of the U.S. “rolling over” to Putin
are done. And he has taken pains
to contrast his style with the approach of Trump, who avoided di-

rect confrontation and frequently
spoke about Putin with approval.
In an interview broadcast
Wednesday, Biden replied “I do”
when asked if he thought Putin
was a “killer.” Also Wednesday,
U.S. intelligence released a report
finding that Putin authorized influence operations to help Trump’s
re-election bid.
Later that day, Putin recalled
his ambassador to the U.S. and on
Thursday he pointed at the U.S.
history of slavery and slaughtering
Native Americans and the atomic
bombing of Japan in World War II.
Responding to that, the White
House said Biden would continue
to look to work with Putin on areas of mutual concern but stressed
that he was “not going to hold
back” when he has concerns about
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Putin’s actions.
Putin had been asked about
Biden’s comment during a video call marking the anniversary
of Russia’s 2014 annexation of
Crimea, and he responded along
the lines of “it-takes-one-to-knowone,” saying his counterpart’s
words reflected the United States’
own problems. At the same time,
he offered to have a phone call with
Biden to discuss issues of mutual
interest.
White House press secretary Jen
Psaki said Biden would continue to
look to cooperate on efforts to stem
Iran’s nuclear program and, more
broadly, nuclear nonproliferation.
But she said Biden did not regret
referring to Putin as a killer and
pushed back against suggestions
that the rhetoric was unhelpful.

Biden says US to hit
100 million virus
goal on Friday

President Joe Biden speaks about COVID-19 vaccinations, from the
East Room of the White House, Thursday, March 18, 2021, in Washington. PHOTO BY ANDREW HARNIK/AP PHOTO

WASHINGTON (AP) — With
the U.S. closing in on President
Joe Biden’s goal of injecting 100
million coronavirus vaccinations
weeks ahead of his target date, the
White House announced Thursday the nation is now in position
to help supply neighbors Canada
and Mexico with millions of lifesaving shots.
The Biden administration revealed the outlines of a plan to
“loan” a limited number of vaccines to Canada and Mexico as
the president announced the U.S.
is on the cusp of meeting his 100day injection goal “way ahead of
schedule.”
“ I’m proud to announce that tomorrow, 58 days into our administration, we will have met our
goal,” Biden said. He promised to
unveil a new vaccination target
next week, as the U.S. is on pace to
have enough of the three currently authorized vaccines to cover
the entire adult population just 10
weeks from now.
Ahead of Biden’s remarks, the
White House said it was finalizing plans to send a combined 4
million doses of the AstraZeneca
COVID-19 vaccine to Mexico and
Canada in its first export of shots.
Press secretary Jen Psaki said the
details of the “loan” were still being worked out, but 2.5 million
doses would go to Mexico and 1.5
million would be sent to Canada.
“Our first priority remains vaccinating the U.S. population,”
Psaki said. But she added that
“ensuring our neighbors can contain the virus is a mission critical
step, is mission critical to ending
the pandemic.”
The AstraZeneca vaccine has
not yet been authorized for use in
the U.S. but has been by the World
Health Organization. Tens of millions of doses have been stockpiled in the U.S., waiting for emergency use authorization, and that
has sparked an international outcry that lifesaving vaccine is being
withheld when it could be used
elsewhere. The White House said
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just 7 million of the AstraZeneca
doses are ready for shipment.
The initial run of doses manufactured in the U.S. are owned by
the federal government under the
terms of agreements reached with
drugmakers, and the Biden administration has faced calls from
allies across the globe to release
the AstraZeneca shots for immediate use. Biden has also fielded
direct requests from Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and Mexican President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador to buy
vaccines produced in the United
States.
Global public health advocates
say wealthy nations like the U.S.
need to do far more to help stem
the spread of the pandemic. The
World Health Organization on
Thursday issued a report that
fewer than 7 million COVID-19
vaccine doses have been administered in Africa thus far. That’s
the equivalent of what the U.S. administers in a matter of days.
Biden did move to have the U.S.
contribute financially to the United Nations- and World Health
Organization-backed COVAX alliance, which will share vaccine
with more than 90 lower- and
middle-income nations, but the
U.S. has yet to commit to sharing
any doses.
From his first days in office,
Biden has set clear — and achievable — metrics for U.S. success,
whether they be vaccinations or
school reopenings, as part of an
apparent strategy of underpromising, then overdelivering. Aides
believe that exceeding his goals
breeds trust in government after the Trump administration’s
sometimes-fanciful rhetoric on
the virus.
The 100 million-dose goal was
first announced on Dec. 8, days
before the U.S. had even one authorized vaccine for COVID-19, let
alone the three that have now received emergency authorization.
Still, it was generally seen within
reach, if optimistic.
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Myanmar factory attacks put Atlanta police on
focus on Chinese influence shooting probe:
‘Nothing is off the
table’

BANGKOK (AP) — Confusion
over what exactly happened during
recent attacks on factories in Myanmar has highlighted the complex
and troubled nature of the country’s relations with China amid a
broad public backlash against a
Feb. 1 coup.
Many in Myanmar suspect Beijing of supporting the military’s
takeover, and there has long been
a deep vein of resentment against
China’s growing influence, but protesters insist they were not responsible for a spate of attacks on factories last weekend.
Adding to the uncertainties, China has said it is prepared to do more
to protect its extensive business investments in Myanmar, which include factories, pipelines and other
big infrastructure projects.
China’s state-run Global Times
asserted that protesters “incited by
the West” had attacked 32 factories,
causing 240 million yuan (about
$30 million) in damage.
Turmoil is bad for business and
will deter investors, the Chinese
state-owned broadcaster CGTN
said in a commentary.
“But China won’t allow its interests to be exposed to further aggression. If the authorities cannot
deliver and the chaos continues to

spread, China might be forced into
taking more drastic action to protect its interests,” CGTN said.
With limited internet and cell
phone connectivity, outside observers face increasing difficulty verifying what is going on in Myanmar
or getting an official response from
the junta. The vast Hlaing Thayar
industrial zone and several other
districts of Yangon, the country’s
biggest city, have been under martial law since Monday, putting them
under complete military control
and making it difficult for protesters to organize and communicate.
But people living in the area —
home to hundreds of clothing, shoe
and other factories — said only a
handful of factories were affected.
Local TV networks including the
military-run Myawaddy TV reported that five factories were burnt in
Hlaing Thayar on Sunday.
Much of the controversy over the
arson attacks has centered on what
happened in and around the Chinese-owned Xing Jia shoe factory
in Hlaing Thayar. According to records from Panjiva and the Myanmar Investment Commission, the
factory makes Western brand boots
such as DeWalt and Dunlop and a
wide variety of clothing.
But accounts from multiple

sources, including Yangon-based
labor organizer Andrew Tillett-Saks, say the fires broke out after five garment workers were shot
and killed by the military when
they reported to the factory to collect their February wages.
People living in the industrial
zone contacted by phone by The
Associated Press said that despite
suspicions that the Feb. 1 coup had
Chinese support, workers were not
responsible for burning the factories, which are protected by high
walls and guards.
“Many shouted in anger to burn
down Chinese-owned factories, but
none actually implemented such
attacks because it’s hard to access
those areas and many residents
work in those factories,” said San
Maung, a bicycle repairman living
in the area.
“If people had wanted to attack
these places, they could have done
so since day one,” San Maung said.
According to the independent
group Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners, the violence
Sunday claimed at least 38 lives.
The Myanmar-based group, which
keeps a tally of deaths related to the
crackdown, said that as of Wednesday, 217 people had been killed and
2,191 arrested or charged.

NASA completes engine test
firing of moon rocket on 2nd try
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
— NASA completed an engine test
firing of its moon rocket Thursday,
after the first attempt in January
ended prematurely.
This time, the four main engines
of the rocket’s core stage remained
ignited for the full eight minutes.
Applause broke out in the control
room at Mississippi’s Stennis Space
Flight Center once the engines shut
down on the test stand.
NASA officials called it a major
milestone in sending astronauts
back to the moon, but declined to
say when that might occur or even
whether the first test flight without
a crew would occur by year’s end as
planned.
John Honeycutt, NASA’s program
manager for the Space Launch System or SLS rocket, said everything
seemed to go well in Thursday’s

test firing. “The core stage ... got an
A-plus today,” he told reporters.
During the first test, the engines
fired for just a minute, automatically cut short by strict test limits that
were relaxed for the redo. Valve issues also had to be resolved prior to
Thursday’s countdown.
With this critical test finally finished — and assuming everything
went well — NASA can now send
the rocket segment to Florida’s Kennedy Space Center to prepare it for
launch.
Noting they’re taking it one step
at a time, officials declined to say
whether this first SLS launch will
occur by year’s end as had been
planned or will bump into 2022. The
SLS rocket will send an empty Orion capsule to the moon and back.
The four engines tested Thursday
actually flew into orbit on NASA’s

space shuttles and were upgraded
for the more powerful SLS system.
The orange core stage is reminiscent
of the shuttle’s external fuel tank,
which held the liquid hydrogen and
oxygen that fed the main engines.
Boeing built the core stage, which
stands 212 feet (65 meters.)
The Trump administration had
pressed for a moon landing by astronauts by 2024, a deadline increasingly difficult if not impossible
to achieve at this point. The current
White House has yet to issue a revised timeline.
NASA Acting Administrator
Steve Jurczyk said the space agency is conducting an internal study
to determine a schedule for the astronaut moon landings — “what we
can optimally do” based on budgets.
The review will take a few months,
he noted.

ATLANTA (AP) — Police said
Thursday that “nothing is off the
table” in the investigation of the
deadly shootings at two Atlanta massage parlors, including
whether the slayings were a hate
crime.
Those attacks and a third one
near the suburban town of Woodstock killed eight people and
prompted President Joe Biden and
Vice President Kamala Harris to
change their plans for a previously
scheduled trip to Atlanta. The pair
postponed a political event in favor of meeting Friday with Asian
American community leaders.
A 21-year-old white man, Robert
Aaron Long, is charged with murder in Tuesday’s slayings. Six of
those killed were women of Asian
descent.
“Our investigation is looking
at everything, so nothing is off
the table,” Deputy Atlanta Police
Chief Charles Hampton Jr. said at
a news conference.
The Cherokee County Sheriff ’s
Office said it also was investigating whether the killings were hate
crimes.
Georgia lawmakers last year
passed a hate crimes law that allows additional penalties to be
imposed for certain offenses when
motivated by a victim’s race, color, religion, national origin, sex,
sexual orientation, gender or disability. A hate crime is not a standalone crime under the law, but it
can be used to add time to a sentence once someone is convicted of
another crime.
Investigators believe Long had
previously visited two of the Atlanta massage parlors where four
of the women were killed, Hampton said.
Long told police that the attacks
were not racially motivated. He
claimed to have a sex addiction,
and authorities said he apparently lashed out at what he saw as
sources of temptation.
Long’s statements spurred outrage and widespread skepticism
in the Asian American community, which has increasingly been
targeted for violence during the

coronavirus pandemic. Cherokee
County Sheriff ’s Office spokesman Capt. Jay Baker also drew
criticism for saying Long had “a
really bad day” and “this is what
he did.”
Sheriff Frank Reynolds released
a statement Thursday acknowledging that some of Baker’s comments stirred “much debate and
anger” and said the agency regrets
any “heartache” caused by his
words.
“In as much as his words were
taken or construed as insensitive
or inappropriate, they were not
intended to disrespect any of the
victims, the gravity of this tragedy
or express empathy or sympathy
for the suspect,” Reynolds said,
adding that Baker “had a difficult
task before him, and this was one
of the hardest in his 28 years in
law enforcement.”
Baker was replaced Thursday as
spokesman for the investigation,
according to a statement from a
county spokeswoman who said
she would be handling future media inquiries about the slayings.
The sheriff ’s statement did not
address a 2020 Facebook post that
appeared to have been written by
Baker promoting a T-shirt with
racist language about China and
the coronavirus. Baker has not
commented on the post, which
was taken down Wednesday.
Meanwhile, lawyer J. Daran
Burns issued a statement saying
he had been appointed to represent Long. He offered condolences
to the victims’ families and said he
was working on Long’s behalf “to
investigate the facts and circumstances” surrounding the slayings.
Long waived his right to an initial hearing in Cherokee County
Magistrate Court on his lawyer’s
advice, the statement said.
Biden and Harris had already
been scheduled to travel to Atlanta
to tout the $1.9 trillion COVID-19
relief bill, but the trip took on new
meaning after the shootings. The
visit also comes amid an intense
debate over voter rights in Georgia.

Maggie’s best photos of the week

UConn community members participate in an event called STOMP out the Stigma on
March 15, 2021. The event, led by UConn’s two police dogs, consisted of participants
walking in solidarity to raise awareness about the importance about talking about and
caring for college student mental health. PHOTO BY SOFIA LANGOU, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Girl Scouts from troop 60050 sell Girl Scout Cookies outside of E.O. Smith high school
on Saturday, March 13. Cookie sales are intended to help young girls develop their
skills in goal setting, decision making, money management, people skills and business ethics. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Editorial

Businesses are
reopening, but
the pandemic
isn’t over yet

B

eginning today, many businesses
in Connecticut are reopening to full
capacity. Some of these businesses
include gyms, libraries, museums
and restaurants.
Although COVID-19 cases in Connecticut have been decreasing overall, it is much too
early to consider opening many of these facilities,
namely restaurants. In a restaurant, for obvious
reasons, it is impossible to wear a mask. Especially
given the fact that restaurant workers are not being
prioritized on the vaccine schedule, their lives are
being put at unnecessary risk.
The pandemic is not over, as we keep hearing. It is
too early to open these businesses where it is impossible to wear a mask adequately and practice social
distancing. Instead of going out to restaurants now,
it would be much safer to either wait at least until
the weather gets nicer and outdoor dining is a more
viable option or to consider take-out options instead.
In September, studies led by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention found that COVID-19-positive patients were three to four times more likely to
report dining at a restaurant, going to a bar or a coffee
shop when compared to control patients that were
COVID-19-negative. Reports in restaurants have
been linked to air circulation; since masks cannot be
worn effectively while eating or drinking, going to a
restaurant has many more risks than other activities,
such as going shopping.
This affects the University of Connecticut as well.
With so many restaurants in close proximity, such
as in Storrs Center, having restaurants open at full
capacity may increase the cases at UConn, especially
given that UConn students frequent these restaurants. Given that UConn is now in the “blue zone,”
and certain rules, such as having guests in rooms, are
more relaxed, the reopening of restaurants around
UConn could affect the overall number of cases
immensely.
UConn is also not very isolated from the larger
Mansfield population, which may pose a risk to many
Mansfield residents. With restaurants and other
facilities opening to accommodate a full capacity, if
UConn students are not cautious enough, Mansfield
may also see a spike in cases.
It is much too early for these facilities, especially
restaurants, to be opening to this degree. When the
pandemic is clearly not over yet, and given that there
are other mutated strains of COVID-19 which less information is known about, these restrictions should
not have been lifted so early. The state of Connecticut
and UConn have a responsibility to its population
to ensure safety and health; reopening too early is
putting the population at risk. Both Connecticut
and UConn should reconsider easing restrictions
in order to protect the overall population.
Unfortunately, the only things UConn students can
do in light of this reopening are to continue to practice
recommended hygiene measures, such as wearing a
mask, washing their hands and maintaining social
distancing. In addition, UConn students should
remember that even though these restaurants and
other establishments are reopening, other options
are still much safer, such as ordering takeout and
waiting until the weather gets more manageable
for outdoor dining. Just because these restrictions
are being lifted does not mean that the pandemic
is over and the risk of contracting and spreading
COVID-19 is gone.

COMIC BY CONNOR RICKERMANN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

An agrarian vocabulary

by Sharon Spaulding
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sharon.spaulding@uconn.edu

Last week, I wrote
about
Wendell
Berry and my
recent
experiences
reading
his book “The
Art of Loading
Brush.” One of the
things I really enjoy
about reading Wendell
Berry’s writing is how he redefines words
and concepts. While Berry’s world view
is different from my own, quite a few of
his ways of redefining words as he writes
about agrarianism provided me with different ways of thinking about place, work,
sustainability, the environment and community in the context of my own world. A
few of these “definitions” from “The Art of
Loading Brush” are what follows.
Living as inhabiting a place. Berry makes a distinction between being a

“citizen of a nation and an inhabitant of a
home.” Berry means it in relation to owning, working and living off of a piece of
land, but I think more generally the word
“inhabit” implies a certain way of viewing
oneself in relation to their place and community. There’s more permanence and
attachment with “inhabiting” than there
is with just “living.” If you inhabit a place,
you are immersed and even entangled in its
rhythms and responsibilities.
Love as a way of work, and work as
a vocation and not a job. Berry writes
about “loving the land”, but is careful to assert that “... ‘loving’ ... does not designate an
idle sentiment but rather a way of work.”
He also differentiates between “jobs” and
“vocations”, the latter being work that is
done with persistent dedication and care as
if it were a calling. It isn’t difficult to think
about love as a way of work and work as a
vocation for a lot of professions — but what
does it mean on a daily basis? What does
it mean as a student? What does it mean
when I do math? What does it mean as

A Pandemic
Within a Pandemic:
Vaccines, access
and resources

an engineer? What does it mean in a parttime job during college? What does it mean
when doing work that is solely a means of
provision?
Waste as a concession to fragmentation. As a farmer, Berry writes extensively
on environmental degradation and its negative impacts on local communities. I think
in the media, and in my generation, we have
a tendency to focus issues of climate change
on existential fears of the future and anger
at the inaction of previous generations —
rather than on the complex and beautiful
relationship we have with our landscapes
in their order and austerity that challenge
but ultimately assert our humanity. Berry’s
writing considers climate change as a product of philosophical delusions regarding the
order, cycles, limits and provisions of nature.
He writes of waste: “Insofar as the nature of
a place is fragmented, the balance is thrown
over in favor of death, of what we call
‘waste.’” Underlying his assertions, though,
is the consistent assumption that there is
order, balance, beauty and provision — and
that recognizing that is essential.

See AGRARIAN, p. 8

Social Media: An

inducer of depression?

by Kate Lee

STAFF COLUMNIST
katherine.h.lee@uconn.edu

For many, the time they have eagerly anticipated for
months has finally arrived: Our family and friends are
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine, replacing fear with
hope and allowing people to slowly ease into small social
gatherings that have been taboo for a whole year. Governor Lamont has moved up the schedule for vaccination
in Connecticut, allowing teenagers, who are generally at
lower risk of severe illness, to register for inoculation as
soon as early April. Even with these trends, citizens in
Connecticut, the United States and those in more affluent
countries are becoming impatient as they wait for their
turn. While it is hard to view this position as one of privilege, there are 130 countries that, according to UNICEF,
have “yet to administer a single dose.”
There are 2.5 billion people behind that statistic.
Low-and middle-income countries are looking for vaccination options for their people. However, resources are
scarce and many societies do not have the structures in
place to use many of the vaccine candidates. For example,
some low-income countries do not have the resources to
refrigerate vaccines at the low temperatures some, such
as the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, require.
In addition, some of the vaccines these countries have
ordered may not be as effective against the newer variants
of COVID-19. South Africa has recently announced that
it will be delaying the start of its vaccination programs
due to a small study that showed that the AstraZeneca
vaccine has not prevented mild and moderate infections.
Around 90% of the COVID-19 cases in South Africa are
caused by the novel B.1.351 mutant. This variant has also
been found (in much lower levels) across the globe.
The AstraZeneca vaccine had appeared to be a desirable option for low-income countries: It is relatively
cheap, does not need to be kept at low temperatures and
is produced all over the world. South Africa plans to replace AstraZeneca vaccines with Johnson & Johnson.
Some countries, such as Bangladesh and El Salvador,
have only secured contracts with AstraZeneca and do
not have any access to alternatives outside the doses they
hope to receive from the COVAX program, which is acquiring vaccines to distribute across 190 different economies.
Latin American countries are resorting to Sinovac, a
vaccine with only 50% efficacy. Sergio Litewka, a professor of surgery and ethics at the University of Miami,
claims that the countries “say, well, at least 50% is better
than nothing.”

See VACCINE, p. 8

ILLUSTRATION BY DIONEL DE BORJA, STAFF WRITER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Arya Bhogte

CONTRIBUTOR
arya.bhogte@uconn.edu

A college student lies in her
bed, scrolling through social
media. Beautiful eyes are glued
to a screen that seems to take
away their beauty and replace
them with a dull listless look.
She throws her phone aside and
walks to the window to open the
blinds. Outside is the same neighborhood that greets her every
morning, but as a college student
who looked forward to changing her lifestyle, is instead faced
with a certain emptiness associated with being left behind. Over
the horizon, the world is moving,
yet she is standing still. The college student walks to the bathroom, passing her parents’ room
and wonders if they knew how
caged she feels. In the bathroom
she stares at a girl affected by
the ails of quarantine: oily skin,
ratty hair, a rounded belly from
lack of movement, a neck that
poked outward and a tired face.
Her fingers twitched towards
her phone, and in a few swipes,
she was able to forget her reality
by being distracted by others.
This college student is severe-

ly addicted to her phone because
she uses it for “escape.” Everyone
has difficulties in life, and it is important to balance those struggles
with more pleasant things like
doing art, going to a museum, or
even picnicking with friends. But
social media has become the easiest escape mechanism for many
teenagers. Researchers at UCLA
find that social media actively
changes the human brain and how
it functions. Receiving “likes” on
social media activates the reward
center of teenagers’ brains, and
they begin reading into “likes”
and “shares” like they would with
facial expressions and gestures.
Social media replaces face to face
interactions, and it becomes the
immediate environment to most
youth. In the process of receiving that “digital” dopamine, a
psychological travesty occurs;
teenagers lose their individualism. The brain adapts to the rules
that social media sets, and with
FOMO (fear-of-missing-out) and
cancel-culture being so prevalent
in the digital environment, users
who don’t align with the majority
have their platforms restricted.

See SOCIAL MEDIA, p. 8
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ASIANS IN AMERICA
FIGHTING INVISIBILITY AMIDST A LONG HISTORY OF RACISM AND VIOLENCE

AACC, cont. from p. 1
Six of the eight victims gunned
down in the Atlanta-area shootings on Tuesday were Asian. Their
murders mark another instance
in a growing trend of anti-Asian
sentiments and violence during
the COVID-19 pandemic. While
anti-Asian racism is being brought
to light in recent days and months,
it is nothing new to American history and the greater story of the
Asian American experience.
To bring these issues into greater context, the Asian American
Cultural Center in collaboration
with the UConn Association for
Asian American Faculty and Staff
and the Asian and Asian American Studies Institute hosted a
panel discussion of Asian and
Asian American students and
faculty to discuss their experiences at UConn and in American
society as a whole. Though being
held two days after the mass shootings in Atlanta, the discussion was
planned weeks prior to the deadly
incident to address anti-Asian racism in the COVID-19 era.
The panel began with an opening statement from Angela Rola,
the founding director of the Asian

American Cultural Center at the
UConn Storrs campus. She reminded the audience that the
events witnessed on Tuesday are
nothing new, as Asian immigrants
and subsequent generations of
Asian Americans have been subject to verbal harassment, physical assault, civil rights violations
and online harassment, with over
3,800 incidents having occurred
between March 2020 and 2021.
“And now with the shootings
in Georgia,” Rola said. “We add
murder to that list.”
The panelists voiced their individual struggles with the incident as members of the Asian and
Asian American community.
“I think we’re all heartbroken,
but our hearts at this point are
held together by duct tape,” Glenn
Mitoma, assistant professor of
human rights and education and
director of Dodd Impact at UConn,
said. “They’ve just been broken
so often.”
The panelists also reflected on
their own experiences as Asians
and Asian Americans in the United States. Shaina Selvaraju, an
eighth-semester biological sciences
major and co-chair of IMPAACT
(Identifying the Missing Power of

Terrence Cheng, director of the
UConn Stamford campus and
professor of English, moderated a panel discussion of Asian
and Asian American students
and faculty to discuss their
experiences at UConn and in
American society as a whole.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR, COMPUTER
GRAPHIC BY COTTONBRO FROM PEXELS

Asian Americans in Connecticut),
shared her experience feeling different and out of place in society despite
being an American-born citizen.

“Why
am I not
American?
Will I ever be
American?
Will I ever be
enough?”
SHAINA SELVARAJU, AN EIGHTHSEMESTER BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
MAJOR AND CO-CHAIR OF IMPAACT

“I was the awkward kid with the
weird lunches that smelled weird,”
Selvaraju said.
At the age of six, Selvaraju was

told by her classmates that while
she was an American citizen, she
would never be American and
would always be Indian.
“Why am I not American?” Selvaraju said. “Will I ever be American? Will I ever be enough? That
sort of impacted my formative
years.”
Other panelists addressed several microaggressions in American
lingo that are used to the detriment
of Asians and Asian Americans
living in the U.S. Those introduced
at an early age, the “no offense,
but …” statements or dismissive
stereotypes such as Asians being
only suited for STEM careers, are
often internalized since they can
be difficult to cope with for so long.
Asian immigrants and Asian
Americans have long been referred
to as the “model minority,” having
followed what White American
society deems as the “proper” path
to economic success and assimilation in the United States. Mike
Keo, founder of the #IAMNOTAVIRUS campaign, said that this
characterization has largely taken
away the voice of the Asian American community and divided them
based on economic means.
“We are not given the language

to really be able to say what is racist against us,” Keo said. “We are
stuck wondering, well, how does
this experience make me feel, but
we don’t have the language to really dive into why it feels so bad.
It’s so important right now, when
these hate crimes are happening
to have that access to explain our
personal traumas and the way we
feel.”
Rola also wanted to remind
viewers that racism is very much
a public health crisis, so students
should remember that UConn
offers several resources to help
those in need during this difficult time. The Asian American
Cultural Center, the Asian and
Asian American Studies Institute
and the UConn Association for
Asian American Faculty and Staff
are all accessible, as well as the
other cultural centers, the Dean
of Students office, Student Health
and Wellness and the Office for
Diversity and Inclusion.
While anti-Asian racism is nothing new, it is conversations like
these, the panelists agreed, that
can bring these stories and experiences to broader audiences and
work as a vessel for greater solidarity and inclusion in the future.
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‘SHEDDING LIGHT
ON LATINA HISTORY’
STEREOTYPES REGARDING LATINAS IN THE MEDIA
by Gabriella Crean
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
gabriella.crean@uconn.edu

UConn’s El Instituto worked with
the Connecticut Democracy Center
to present “Shedding light on Latina
history,” a thought-provoking discussion regarding Latinas in the
media, leadership positions and the
role they play in their communities
on Thursday via Facebook live.
The panelists included Esperanza Sanchez, the curator at La Plaza
de Cultura y Artes in Los Angeles,
and Ruth Glasser, an associate professor-in-residence for urban and
community studies at the UConn
Waterbury campus. The discussion
was moderated by Ariel Mae Lambe,
an assistant professor at the Waterbury campus.
Glasser kicked off the conversation by talking about typical stereotypes for Latina women and the role
these stereotypes play in the media
and film. She said Latina women are
often categorized as fiery, promiscuous and over-sexualized. She also
noted that, although Latinas have
been getting more roles in American TV and movies, they are still
extremely underrepresented and
are often typecast, which only perpetuates these stereotypes.
“One of the things I just want to
say about this is that I think these
stereotypes are pernicious, both for
outsiders and for insiders,” Glasser
said. “They reinforce the othering of
Latinas as exotic and exaggerated
and they also provide very pernicious role models for young Latinas.”
Sanchez agreed with Glasser’s

comments about Latina stereotypes
in film and TV and said they appear
in the music industry as well. Listing
some famous Latinas in the music
industry, such as Jennifer Lopez and
Shakira, Sanchez said they all had
the same story in the sense that to
be successful not only did they have
to sing and dance well, but they also
had to provide sex appeal.
Later, Sanchez explained how
there has been notable progress
within the industry now that some
of these women are at the forefront
and are able to talk about the issues
regarding these stereotypes within their community or their homelands.
Another thing Sanchez noted
within the music industry was how,
in the ‘90s, many artists were limited to one identity. She said when
growing up, there was no discussion of multiculturalism or being of
mixed ancestry. Now, it has become
more of a common discussion across
most music genres.
During the discussion, both
Glasser and Sanchez said they not
only wanted to focus on famous
Latinas but also women who are
not widely known. They said that
many Latinas play an important
leadership role and although they
are not commonly recognized for
their work, they make a huge impact
on their community.
Sanchez talked about Alicia Escalante who in the 1960s founded the
East Los Angeles Chicana Welfare
Rights Organization. She looked at
all the low income that was happening in east LA — lack of education

and lack of resources — and ended
up creating a welfare organization to
provide women with more resources
and ways for kids to get their education. This organization continues
to provide resources for people to
this day.
Lambe also asked the panelists
how they believed communities
could encourage young Latinas to
take on roles in leadership. Sanchez
said she believed mentorship is a
great way to help young girls because there are not many Latina role
models and the ones in the media
often adhere to the previously mentioned stereotypes.
Glasser agreed with Sanchez and
added that she believed more robust
afterschool programs and more culturally reinforcing programs would
have a positive effect as well.
“I think a lot of Latinas grow up
not speaking Spanish, not knowing
much about their cultural traditions
and being shamed for it,” Glasser
said. “I’ve seen that a lot with my
students that there is almost this
concept of authenticity that you have
to be able to dance, that you have to
be able to speak Spanish, that you
have to be able to do certain things
in order to be truly a member of
the culture and I don’t think people should be shamed for it. I think
they should be given opportunities
to engage with that culture if they
want to.”
El Instituto will be hosting more
virtual events throughout the rest of
the semester. The dates and times for
these events can be found on their
website.

Working to end human rights
violations committed by
corporations around the country
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

Business and human rights are
two inherently intertwined facets of
society, and there have been many
instances of human rights violations
committed by corporations in the
United States and worldwide. Oftentimes, companies are not held
accountable for their actions, and
it can be argued that the lack of enforcement is due to the limited number of laws that exist surrounding
this problem.
Jena Martin, a professor at West
Virginia University College of Law,
and Rachel Chambers, a postdoctoral research associate in business and
human rights at UConn, co-authored
the paper titled “A Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act for Human Rights.”
The paper is still in the draft stage
and has yet to be published, but the
authors were invited to present their
work during the Business & Human
Rights Workshop Series and share
their take on the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act.
The main focus of their paper is
about the global movement toward
the adoption of human rights laws,
which is a trend that is gaining momentum in certain parts of the world,
most notably in Europe. Martin and
Chambers argue that “lawmakers

are accepting the need to create a
system that requires companies to
conduct human rights due diligence
throughout their global operations.”
Despite the fact that a lot of progress is taking place in this field
around the world, the United States
has fallen far behind in creating efforts to ensure that human rights
violations are not committed by
businesses.
“The landscape in the U.S. unfortunately isn’t very good when it
comes to advancing business and
human rights issues from a governmental perspective,” Martin said.
In the United States, the International Corporate Accountability
Roundtable, a coalition of human
rights groups focused on corporate
accountability, is spearheading efforts to build upon the FCPA. Their
hope is that they can prohibit corporations from engaging in human
rights violations and empower the
Securities Exchange Commission
and the Department of Justice to investigate all violations. The law that
has been drafted is being referred to
as the ‘FCPA-HR’ and it also includes
stipulations that require companies
to engage in conduct that prevents
human rights violations from occurring in the first place.
According to Martin and
Chambers, “the adoption

of such a law would represent a sea
change in U.S. policymaking in the
field of business and human rights.”
Donald Trump tried to strike
down the FCPA during his time in
the White House. This information
was revealed in the book “A Very
Stable Genius: Donald J. Trump’s
Testing of America,” which was
written by Washington Post reporters Philip Rucker and Carol
Leonnig. The authors shared how
Trump reportedly said that it was
unfair to American companies that
they are not allowed to pay bribes
to get business overseas.
Despite his efforts,
the law was not
repealed, and

it still stands as a driving force against
corruption and human rights violations
in corporate America.
There is still a lot of work to be done
to finalize and get the FCPA-HR law
enacted and, even then, Martin and
Chambers say it could take decades for
it to be “vigorously enforced,” but it is
an important step on the path
to reducing the number
of human rights violations and abuses committed by
corporations in
the United States.

The most recent
Business and
Human Rights
Workshop
featured Jena
Martin (left) and
Rachel Chambers.
John Anderson
(right) provided
comments and
critiques on Martin
and Chambers’
paper.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
AUTHOR.
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OSCAR NOMINATIONS 2021
SNUBS AND SURPRISES
by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

This past Monday, the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences announced the nominees for its
upcoming Oscars ceremony. The
ceremony will occur on April 25,
which is almost two months later
than the usual time.
The nominations are fairly unsurprising overall, though there
are some snubs and selections
worth pointing out.
Starting with the Best Supporting Actor race, most of the nominees were expected except one
– for an interesting reason. The
nominees are Sacha Baron Cohen
for “The Trial of the Chicago 7,”
Daniel Kaluuya for “Judas and the
Black Messiah,” Leslie Odom Jr. for
“One Night in Miami,” Paul Raci
for “Sound of Metal” and Lakeith
Stanfield for “Judas and the Black
Messiah.” The surprise nominee is
Stanfield, not because of a relative
disparity in performance compared
to the other nominees, but because
many considered him the lead actor
of “Judas and the Black Messiah.”
Nonetheless, his nomination was
thoroughly deserved, just in a surprising category. Kaluuya is the
clear front-runner for his incredible portrayal of Fred Hampton in
“Judas and the Black Messiah.” It
would be shocking if he does not
win the award on April 25.
The Best Supporting Actress category may be the most wide open
race of them all. The nominees are
Maria Bakalova for “Borat Subsequent Moviefilm,” Glenn Close for
“Hillbilly Elegy,” Olivia Colman for

“The Father,” Amanda Seyfried
for “Mank” and Youn Yuh-jung
for “Minari.” The Golden Globe
winner Jodie Foster, who won for
her performance in “The Mauritanian,” wasn’t even nominated,
which makes this race much less
clear. If I had to choose a winner, I
would say the Academy is leaning
towards Seyfried for the award.
Unless there is some major change
in buzz before the ceremony, this
race is one to keep an eye on, as it’s
anyone’s trophy.
In the Best Actor field, the nominees selected were fairly expected
based off of the awards buzz the
past few months. The nominees are
Riz Ahmed for “Sound of Metal,”
Chadwick Boseman for “Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom,” Anthony
Hopkins for “The Father,” Gary
Oldman for “Mank” and Steven
Yeun for “Minari.” Though these
nominations are all deserved, it
is worth pointing out Delroy Lindo’s performance in Spike Lee’s
“Da 5 Bloods” that has gone fairly
unrecognized this awards season.
Lindo’s performance in the film is
one of the best of the year, yet due
to the film’s summer release, Academy voters have largely forgotten
about the film. When looking at
the nominees, there is no doubt
Boseman is the front-runner for
the award. Boseman delivered an
incredible performance in “Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom,” and most
definitely deserves the posthumous
award for Best Actor.
Next we have the Best Actress
category, where the nominations
are in line with expectations as
well. The nominees are Viola Davis

for “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom,”
Andra Day for “The United States
vs. Billie Holiday,” Vanessa Kirby
for “Pieces of a Woman,” Frances
McDormand for “Nomadland” and
Carey Mulligan for “Promising
Young Woman.” Unlike the Best
Actor award, this race is wide open.
Day took home the Golden Globe
a few weekends ago, but that was
regarded as a surprise, especially
since “The United States vs. Billie
Holiday” had the lowest critical reception of any film of the nominees.
The front-runner is considered to be
McDormand, but she already has
taken home two Academy Awards
in her career (the last one being only
a few years ago in 2017). The Academy tends to award first-time winners, which bodes well for Kirby,
Day and Mulligan, as Davis won
Best Supporting Actress in 2016.
I expect one of those three to win,
with a slight advantage to Mulligan.
In the Best Director category,
there is another surprising nomination. The nominees are Lee Isaac
Chung for “Minari,” Emerald Fennell for “Promising Young Woman,”
David Fincher for “Mank,” Thomas
Vinterburg for “Another Round”
and Chloé Zhao for “Nomadland.”
The surprise was Vinterburg, who
was not at all expected to be nominated. Many experts believed either Aaron Sorkin or Regina King
would be nominated for “The Trial
of the Chicago 7” and “One Night
in Miami,” respectively. This surprise nomination leads many to
believe Vinterburg’s film “Another Round,” which is a Danish production, will take home the Best
International Feature prize. The

front-runner in this competition
is Zhao, who could become only
the second woman to ever win Best
Director. In fact, this year is the
first time multiple women – Fennell and Zhao – have been
nominated for the award,
which is great to see and
hopefully is a trend that
continues in the future.
The last prize – the
biggest of them all – is for
Best Picture. The nominees are “The Father,”
“Judas and the Black Messiah,” “Mank,” “Minari,”
“Nomadland,” “Promising
Young Woman,” “Sound of
Metal” and “The Trial of the
Chicago 7.” All of these nominees were expected. The
most surprising outcome is
“One Night in Miami” not
being nominated. Of these, the
front-runner is most definitely
“Nomadland,” which has been
taking home tons of trophies
this awards season. Personally,
I hope to see “Judas and the Black
Messiah” win the prize, as it is
the best film of this lot that I have
seen this year. Nonetheless, you
really can’t go wrong with a winner
this year. All of these movies are
quite good.
In conclusion, this
awards season has a
few clear front-runners but also a few
prizes that seem to
be up for grabs. We’re
still a long way away
from the ceremony, but it is fun
to speculate.

Pop Cultured
by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

From books, YouTube and the
TikToks we watch, stories come in
all different forms. A myth is a traditional form of storytelling based
on factual or fictitious events, according to the PBS article “What is
a Myth.” Paul Bunyan and Johnny
Appleseed are some examples of traditional American folktales. Since
Paul Bunyan was a lumberjack, he
symbolizes strength and hard work
in American culture, according to
the web site American Folklore.
Johnny Appleseed is another folktale
based on an 18th-century pioneer
who planted apple trees in America’s
midwest, according to the site.
In Cambodia, there is a myth titled
“Moni Mekhala and Ream Eyso.”
The tale describes a kind-hearted
hermit known for his magical powers, according to an article titled,
“Dance, the Spirit of Cambodia: A
Study Guide About Dance, Ecology,
and History.” There are slight variations of the story but essentially
the hermit had two disciples, Moni
Mekhala and Ream Eyso. One day
the hermit decided to put his disciples through a test. The hermit was

impressed by Moni Mekhala’s approach to the challenge and awarded
her with a magical orb. Eyso was
angered and tried to steal the orb.
He threw his ax at Mekhala, creating thunder. Mekhala countered the
attack with her magical orb, creating lightning. Mekhala fled as the
lightning blinded Eyso. Eyso soon
recovered and vowed that he will
seek revenge one day, according to
the site. The battle between Eyso and
Mekhala produced rain.
Cambodians associate this tale
with the importance of rain. They
believe dance and music are the communication link to gods, according
to the site. The ceremony usually is
celebrated with a dance reenactment
of “Moni Mekhala and Ream Eyso”
to call upon the rain season. Dancers
have to go through a special ceremony to perform. They also must be
blessed and approved by teachers
and spirits of dance for the ceremony,
according to the site. This ceremony
shows the value Cambodians have
with their environment.
Gaucho Gil was a Robinhood figure in Argentina during the 19th
century. Gil was a cowboy that stole
from the rich and gave to the poor,
according to an NPR article titled,

“The Legend of Argentina’s Gaucho Gil.” Gil was born in Mercedes,
Argentina as a farmer. He later was
recruited to fight for the Argentinian
army twice. During his second war,
he didn’t believe in what his army
fought for so he deserted the war. Gil
became a cowboy, where he not only
stole to survive but to give back to the
poor. He was respected among villagers, according to an article titled,
“The Untold Story of Gaucho Gil,
Argentina’s Legendary Cowboy.”
Eventually Gil was arrested by
authorities for his crimes. Just as he
was about to be killed by authorities,
Gil warned one of the guards that
his son would become sick unless
he prayed to Gil’s name. The guard
was in disbelief but later found out
his son had become sick, according
to the site. He then prayed to Gil and
his son became healthy again. Due
to that legend, Gil is considered a
common-law saint particularly for
the working and lower class. He is
characterized by a red headband,
long hair, blue shirt, red scarf and
sarong. According to the site, Argentinian people and those from
surrounding countries often visit
Gil’s gravesite in Mercedes to wish
for help and guidance in their lives.

ANCIENT
MYTHS
AND THE
IMPACTS
THEY
HAVE
TODAY

GRAPHIC
COURTESY OF
SHINEONOAT FROM
VECTEEZY.COM
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Photo of the Day | The simple life of a bamboo plant

A bamboo plant watches Professor Jeffery Seemann’s midterm exam review lecture in EEB2222E: Plants in a Changing World.

The price of anonymity
by Ashton Stansel
STAFF COLUMNIST
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Everyone knows the internet is
full of trolls. That’s not a surprise,
especially when dealing with social media; many people rely on
the anonymity of social media to
send hate to people, or to just troll
people and make memes. But there
are also safe spaces for minorities
online, like queer people and disabled people. There are also communities for people with many
different hobbies, especially now,
when the pandemic has forced so
much of our lives to take place over
the internet.
On March 11, Katie Price, a media personality from the U.K. who
has also worked as a model and
has written some books, started a
new campaign to send a petition to
the U.K. Parliament. This petition
calls for effectively removing anonymity on online platforms like
Twitter, requiring people to give
verified ID when opening a social
media account.
For minors, this would require
the verified ID of a parent or
guardian to be used in the creation
of an account. Price has proposed
this massive change to the idea
of anonymity on the internet because of trolls going after her son
Harvey, who is disabled. Her idea
has been supported by lawmakers
including MP Andrew Griffith,
who tweeted, “Removing the cloak
of anonymity would be a step forward in tackling many of the worst
online harms without restricting anyone’s existing freedom of
speech under the law.”
And yet, just because this could
be legal under the law doesn’t
make it a good idea. There is no

question that cyberbullying is a
serious issue and that social media
platforms need to take more steps
to ensure that it is harder for trolls
to attack people. However, I remain unconvinced that it is fair to
give up the ability of people, especially younger people, to find communities and get to learn about
other groups without their parents
hanging over their shoulders.

In a year in which most
of our lives are now
taking place digitally,
and safe spaces in
real life for minority
youth are functionally
nonexistent in an
effort to keep the
coronavirus away,
teenagers have turned
to the internet for
community.
The response to this proposal
was very, very swift on Twitter.
#saveanonymity trended on Twitter as people, especially younger
people, explained why they were
in heavy opposition to this proposal. Many of them, especially
those who identified under the
LGBTQIA+ umbrella, noted that
having to share their social medias with their parents would either
forcibly out them, which can be
dangerous, or force them to not
use their social media in a way
that allowed them to be open about
who they were, which eliminates
most of the benefit.
In a year in which most of our

lives are now taking place digitally, and safe spaces in real life for
minority youth are functionally
nonexistent in an effort to keep the
coronavirus away, teenagers have
turned to the internet for community. The internet can be a place
where people of all ages can gain
information about different groups
that they themselves belong to or
think they could belong to, or to
share stories and get support for
issues they’re facing.
In the U.K., which still allows
conversion therapy although efforts are now being made to ban
that harmful “therapy,” forcing
LGBTQIA+ youth by this proposed law to either suppress their
identities or be forcibly outed to
their parents would have devastating impacts on far too many people.
Price is right that something
needs to be done in order to ensure that social media platforms
can be safe places for people, yet,
this is not the way to do that. This
proposal would simply put more
people, especially the young people Price wants to protect, at risk.
A balance needs to be struck between trying to avoid trolls and
trying to protect vulnerable people
who deserve access to communities, especially now when the only
way to have community is online.
Price is a mother who, rather
reasonably, is upset about the way
her child is treated by internet
trolls. But that is not a fair reason
to go to this level of extreme in an
effort to curb this problem. That
might make the internet safer for
some people, although I sincerely
do not think it would eliminate the
problem, for the cost to other people’s safety is too high.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Class disparities and the vaccine
disproportionally impact less affluent
VACCINE, cont. from p. 4
countries. Preventing this is not only
Other countries have resorted to the responsibility of government offisolutions with cryptic scientific back- cials in these countries, but also offiing. For example,
cials from around
Argentina
has
world. Clear
Class disparities are the
been distributing
humanitarian reathe Sputnik V vac- no longer an issue of sons aside, we are
cine from Russia
this pandemic
ethics alone; we can in
without even seetogether. If one
ing data to back up
simply not afford area of the world is
claims of safety or
to manthem if we are to struggling
efficacy.
Indeed,
age the virus, it will
it was “given the return to a world that have more chances
green light … beto mutate and there
fore any significant is not dominated by will be a greater
data about Phase 3
chance of develCOVID-19.
clinical trials for the
oping a new variinoculation had been made public.”
ant that is resistant to vaccines, more
Desperation can be an empowering transmissible and/or more lethal.
force. However, if there is a risk associ- Class disparities are no longer an issue
ated with cheaper vaccine candidates of ethics alone; we can simply not afthere could be drastic, almost immedi- ford them if we are to return to a world
ate negative consequences that would that is not dominated by COVID-19.

The versatility of
art and vocabulary
AGRARIAN, cont. from p. 4
Health
as
interdependent
wholes. Berry writes that health is “an
endless, endlessly beautiful, order of
interdepending wholes.” In the book
this statement appeared in the context
of a character’s observations of forest
cycles; yet it’s also a beautiful way to
think about our own responsibilities
and capabilities within the interdependent systems of relationships, community and world that we are a part of.
Order as integrity amidst variation. Berry describes order as the
“formal integrity by which a kind of
creature or workmanship maintains
its identity and remains recognizable
even as it varies through time, adapting

to difference and to change.” Growth,
then, in ways of seeing, expressing and
responding to the world more carefully and truthfully, preserves order as a
natural response to both constancy
and change.
Art provides us with ways to think
about and express familiar change
and constancy in new and unfamiliar
ways. New, different or more precise
ways of expressing familiarity opens
up room for contemplation of context
and purpose in relation to our own
places and selves. Sometimes though,
as with Berry’s writing, it isn’t just
the meanings implied by the art that
prompts reflection, but the vocabulary
that it equips us with to find meaning,
beauty and order in other contexts.

Depression, and the false escape induced by social media
SOCIAL MEDIA, cont. from p. 4
Everyone
has
experienced
FOMO at least once in their lifetimes. Whether it be a kid worried
about not receiving a birthday
party invitation, or an adult being
excluded in coworkers’ plans, the
feeling of isolation is very real.
This feeling of being an outsider
is only amplified by social media.
In 2017, Instagram was named the
number one offender of mental
health. Users misidentify likes
and view counts as metrics of selfworth, and this reveals that people are highly affected by this digital environment. It manufactures
what is “being cool” and thus tells
people what their likes and dislikes should be. By allowing brand
deals and influencers who market
those trends to pop up more frequently on users’ feeds, the people
who don’t fit those standards feel
lower levels of self-esteem.

Cancel culture is the phenomen
where users will unfollow, add
nasty comments, and block an
influencer who they have “cancelled.” It could be because the
influencer spoke their real mind
on an issue, or just a slip up in a
dating scandal, or really anything.
But the basis is that someone is
publicly called out and criticized.
The influencers who get cancelled
the most are teenagers, and the
psychological damage the kid
would face after being pushed
out from the public is immense.
Cancel culture threatens users to
agree with opinions they might
not to avoid being kicked out.
The masses who just agree with
whatever is said in social media
without censors to fake news are
spoon fed their thoughts. In elementary school, I remember I
used to decorate my arms with
Silly Bands because that was
the trend, and then the trend be-

came Rainbow Loom. Even as an
eight-year-old, I felt the need to
blend into society. I didn’t think
much, just followed. Similarly,
on Instagram, kids will listlessly
scroll through posts and let other people guide their thinking.
It’s why social entertainment in
general is a “break.” People can
binge through seasons of shows
like “Suits” or “Criminal Minds”
because the actors carry them
through the scenes. How sad it is
that teenagers spend nine hours
a day letting others think for
them.
Depression is a medical condition different from feelings
of sadness. It is a gradual onset
of symptoms of lack of interest,
changes in diet and sleep and difficulty concentrating. When students are on social media every
day, they compare themselves,
and then lose who they are by
fixating on trends due to the fear

of missing out. As much as influencers try to talk to their followers about doing what they love
to do, they themselves are still
following social media trends to
make an earning. It gives kids a
false perception that social media
is improving themselves, while it
just is getting them more addicted, and also distracted. There are
3.6 billion users of social media
worldwide, and 95 million photos are uploaded on Instagram
per day. Scrolling through new
things every day eventually leads
to needing to see new things every hour, and then every minute.
Seeing symptoms of ADHD and
high irritability develop on a user
addicted to social media is not
surprising.
Ultimately, the outlook on that
college student’s life is a brain
game. The goal is to move to an
equilibrium point where she is
doing alright in the present sit-

uation and is productive. However, social media causes her to
move to extremes; she wants to
be somewhere else because social
media tells her that is happiness;
however, her present situation
cooped up in her room is opposite of that expectation, and that
causes sadness. The truth is that
things are going to be alright, and
quarantine will come to an end.
However, constantly seeing different posts, the factor of change
isn’t replicated in the monotonous lifestyle that quarantine
serves, and so it seems to her that
she is lacking. It is important to
find other hobbies that replace
the stimulus built up from social
media. 18 to 19-year-olds spend
on average nine hours on social
entertainment per day. Instead of
letting social media dictate what
you should do for yourself, think
about what already makes you
happy and give back time to that.
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Women’s Lacrosse: UConn looks to rebound vs. Marquette
by Evan Rodriguez

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

After a devastating end to their
four-game win streak, UConn is
looking to rebound Friday at 5
p.m. against the Marquette Golden Eagles. This is the Huskies’ first
match against the Golden Eagles
since 2018 when Marquette took
the win in a 15-14 final score.
In their previous matchup versus UMass, UConn took a disappointing 15-14 overtime loss with
the deciding goal in that game
scored with just two seconds left
in overtime. The Huskies are undoubtedly determined to redeem
themselves against Marquette in
this matchup.
This game will be UConn’s official return to the Big East Conference after playing the last two
seasons in the American Athletic
Conference. This will be a set of
two games the Huskies will play
against Marquette, with the second game occurring on Sunday at
1 p.m.
After a brilliant performance
against UMass that included four
goals, Kate Schafer was named the
Big East Attacker of the Week and
will look to replicate that fantastic
performance. After a small twogoal performance, senior Sydney
Watson will look to continue to
impress in this matchup vs. Marquette. Watson continues to lead

the Huskies in points this season
with 25 and draw controls with 57.
Landyn White has been vital for
the Huskies this season with a Big
East-leading 52 saves.
Marquette, like UConn, was also
on a solid winning streak before
falling to No. 19 Louisville. The
Golden Eagles are in the same position as the Huskies and are looking to redeem themselves. Megan
Menzuber is the leading point scorer this season for the Golden Eagles at 27 and assist leader at eight.
Menzuber will undoubtedly be a
tough cover for the Huskies defense and a primary target in coach
Meredith Black’s game plan. Lydia
Foust is another dangerous weapon on Marquette’s offensive game
plan at 20 points on the year, and
Caroline Steller is only one behind
at 19. Sophia Leva has been very effective for the Golden Eagles, at 45
saves on the year, and will be tough
to score on for the Huskies. Without a doubt, Marquette should
pose a significant threat for UConn
in this two-game matchup.
With UConn and Marquette being neck and neck in offense this
season, this game should come
down to draw controls and defense.
In draw controls, UConn most certainly has the upper edge thanks
to Watson. To win this difficult
matchup, the Huskies will need
their defense to step up against a
difficult Marquette offense.

In this file photo, UConn women’s lacrosse battled to a 12-11 victory over No. 22 UMass on March 7, 2021.
This weekend, UConn will take on Marquette. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Celtics Weekly Report: 40 games in, trade
deadline looming, and the Time Lord’s time?
by Dylan Haviland
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.haviland@uconn.edu

Welcome back to the Weekly
Celtics Report. After a short break,
we return to talk about the plight
of our Boston Celtics through 40
games, the looming trade deadline
and the arrival of a possible 6-foot8 hero.
20-20 through 40
Yes you read that right, the Boston Celtics are 20-20 through 40
games this season. Many analysts
had the Celtics as a top-10 team
this year heading into the season
following an impressive Eastern
Conference championship run in
the bubble. However, 40 games
into a 72 game season, the Celtics
sit perfectly at .500 on the season,
and despite both Jaylen Brown and
Jayson Tatum being All-Stars this
season they still struggle to score
and defend when it matters most.
In the games against the Utah Jazz
and the Cleveland Cavaliers this
week, the Celtics lost the game in
the fourth quarter, where their defense fell apart and was unable to
produce stops, while their offense
fell into the same Brown and Tatum
isolation plays that we have seen
all year. This season in the fourth
quarter, the Celtics have the second-lowest net rating in the NBA,
only above the same Cavaliers that
they just lost to on Wednesday.
While I’ve been panicking all season about their play, 40 games is
more than enough of a sample size
to prove to me that this team is not
good enough to be a top-four team
in the eastern conference, let alone
good enough to be a winner in this
league. This team doesn’t have the
chemistry they need to make a deep
run in the playoffs, and even general manager Danny Ainge agrees.
On his weekly interview Thursday
on 98.5 The Sports Hub’s “Toucher
and Rich,” Ainge noted that “it just
seems like we don’t have a lot of
characteristics of a really good team,
for sure, we have some talented guys
but our team right now is not playing as well as we had hoped.” With
the March 25 trade deadline approaching, the C’s need to decide if
they are going to be aggressive and
make an impactful trade at the deadline, or resign themselves to an average team and wait for the offseason
to make their moves.
The shadow of the deadline
If the Celtics decide to be aggressive at the deadline, they have plenty of options to bring in. With a his-

Houston Rockets forward Anthony Lamb (33) and center Justin Patton (26) battle with Boston Celtics center Tacko Fall (99) for the ball
during the second half of an NBA game Sunday, March 14, 2021, in Houston. PHOTO BY BRETT COOMER, AP

torically large trade exception, and
some young pieces that might interest some rebuilding teams, I would
hope that the Celtics are players for
big names in the coming weeks.
I have been on the Harrison
Barnes train all season, and even
more so now with the Kings looking awful and the deadline rapidly
approaching. This would be the
best time for Ainge to steal Barnes
from Sacramento, as the Kings forward has been great off the bench
this year for them, averaging 16.6
points, 6.2 rebounds and 3.5 assists
per game. His 36.7% shooting from
3 this year is also impressive, and
add to that his good defense and
the Celtics will finally have a good
bench wing to help relieve some of
the pressure for Brown and Tatum.
Another name linked to the team
as of late is Orlando Magic center
Nikola Vucevic. The All-Star center has averaged 25 points, 11.6 rebounds and 3.7 assists per game on
a terrible Magic team ravaged by
injuries. While his value is high, I
do believe it is possible to get him to
Boston, where he would thrive as a

playmaking big who can pick and
pop with Brown and Tatum and
provide outside shooting with his
41% shooting from three.
Finally, Atlanta Hawks forward
John Collins could be a great fit for a
young Celtics team in need of height.
The 6-foot-9 forward has been averaging 18 points and 7.8 rebounds
per game while shooting 53% from
the field and 37.3% from 3. While
his playmaking value is much lower
than Barnes or Vucevic, he brings a
level of defense that is much higher
than either of them, and against bigs
like Joel Embiid and Giannis Antetokounmpo in the East, his skills
would prove valuable for a team in
need of frontcourt defense.
While all of these trades would be
significant upgrades over what the
team has now, there is no promise
that Ainge will pull the trigger on a
trade before the deadline. The last
time he made an in season trade, let
alone a deadline deal, was the 2015
season, so we will have to wait and
see if this season’s performance has
changed his strategy in any way.
It’s time for the Time Lord

I would like to start off this section by giving a sincere thanks to
Daniel Theis and Tristan Thompson for their services this season,
but with all due respect, it’s time for
the Time Lord to take over.
Robert Williams III has been
on a tear in the second half of this
season, providing rebounding, defense, absurd blocks and energy
on both ends and even playmaking. While Theis is a better shooter
than him undoubtedly, he is outperformed in nearly every other
category. Williams has a knack for
knowing when to cut off of a screen
and roll, and his incredible athletic ability means he is a constant
lob threat over the top. In limited
minutes this season, he’s averaging
nearly two blocks a game and what
feels like a million alley oops, but
that is not all. As we saw Wednesday against the Cavs, Williams and
Pritchard were key to breathing
life back into the lazy and uninterested Celtics and played a key part
on both ends of the floor in the C’s
nearly leading a great fourth quarter comeback. He gives the stars an

energy that no one else on the team
except for Marcus Smart can, and
he forces the ball to move around
even when Brown and Tatum enter hero mode. In only 16 minutes
a game this year, he’s averaging 7.5
points, 6.4 rebounds and 1.2 assists
with 1.7 blocks per game. If we look
at his per-36 numbers, where we increase his minutes and assume the
same output for 36 minutes a game,
his stats would elevate to 16 points,
13.7 rebounds, 2.6 assists and 3.7
blocks per game. Now this is probably a high estimate on what his production would be, but even if his
stats were slightly lower than this
it would be a huge improvement
over the production they are getting
from either Theis or Thompson at
center.
That will be all for this week’s
edition of our Celtics report. Next
week we’ll look at the start of a
brutal stretch of five games in seven days for the Celtics, including a
matchup against the No. 3 Milwaukee Bucks, as well as break down
any trades or non-trades as we approach the trade deadline.
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The Huskies won 5-0 against Seaton Hall with two of five goals scored by midfielder Jessica Mazo (6) on March 14, 2021.

PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Softball: Huskies return to Big East play against Creighton
by Cole Stefan

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

For the first time in eight seasons, the Huskies will be playing
a Big East conference game. The
long-awaited return starts with a
team that was not in the Big East
when they left in the Creighton
Bluejays.
The Huskies (7-9) will look to
gain more momentum after beating the winless Rhode Island
Rams 10-7 on Wednesday afternoon. The offense got going early
and the defense maintained the
lead for the rest of the way.
Sophomore Meghan O’Neil
pitched that entire game and has
shown strong improvements this
season. O’Neil has started seven
games, going 4-2 with a 3.04 ERA
on 14 walks and 19 strikeouts
through 53 innings of work so far.
Working alongside her to create
a dangerous stable is freshman
Payton Kinney, who could possibly be in Rookie of the Year conversations. Through nine starts in
12 games, Kinney is 3-7 with a 2.93
ERA having gone 59.2 innings so
far. In those 59.2 innings, Kinney
has walked 32 and struck out a
whopping 58 batters, which is
tied for the lead in the conference.
Each pitcher has allowed over
30 runs, but about 25 of them have
been earned against some serious
competition. In addition, each
pitcher has thrown four complete
games and has allowed five home
runs. Look for them to dominate
the opposition right from the
start.
On the offense, the tale of the
tape has been both veteran experience at the top of the lineup
and the plethora of freshman filling out spots when necessary. In
Wednesday’s win over the Rams,
the Huskies started five freshmen.
Starting with the veterans, redshirt junior Hollis Wivell’s redhot bat is leading the way with a
.357 batting average. Speed is also
the name of the game as her nine
stolen bases on 10 tries is second on the team to junior Aziah
James, who has stolen 12 bases on
13 tries.
James’ speed makes her a solid
second hitter in the lineup behind
leadoff slugger Reese Guevarra. Guevarra, a senior, is second
among qualified hitters on the
team with a .322 average and has
plated in seven runs on 19 hits, the
latter of which leads the team.
Senior Brianna Marcelino is
also playing a strong part as her
four home runs, 11 runs batted in
and 13 runs lead the team. She is a
power bat that many teams must
look out for as this senior is raking this season.
As for the freshmen to look out
for, Taylor Zatyk and Jana Sanden

In this file photo, UConn softball takes home a 2-1 win against Quinnipiac University. This weekend, the Huskies will take on Creighton in their
return to Big East play. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

have been the main stars on this
squad as they have played in every game. Together, they have 29
hits and 16 runs batted in. Also
look out for Lauren Benson and
Madisyn Estorga to get some consistent playing time this weekend
as well.
The Bluejays (6-5) meanwhile,
have played less games, but could
be a dangerous team to look out
for. For starters, the Bluejays,
coming off a strong series against
the Providence Friars, have 11
freshmen and six sophomores
that give them serious depth for
the future.
Leading the way offensively by
a wide margin however is senior
Ashley Cantu. Her .514 batting
average (that is not a typo) leads
the entire conference and is miles
ahead of the next best player in
sophomore Kailey Wilson, whose

.368 average is next in line while
her three homeruns and 12 runs
batted in lead the team. Wilson
is currently on a 10-game hitting
streak. Out of the 19 hits that
Cantu has so far, she has legged
out two triples and driven in five
runs.
Some other Bluejay hitters to
look out for are sophomore Sam
Alm (.344), freshman Cayla Nielsen (.333) and sophomore Kiara
Mills (.320), all of whom have
brought serious production to the
plate whether that is with power
or with hitting for average.
The Bluejays have this strong
mix of hitting, but what about on
the mound? The Bluejays have
three solid pitchers they can rely
on to start one game each this
weekend. This stable is something to keep an eye out for in the
weeks to come.

Up first is sophomore Mikayla
Santa Cruz, whose 2.67 ERA is the
lowest on the team. Santa Cruz,
who is 2-1, has thrown two complete games and allowed 13 runs
(seven earned) on 21 hits through
18.1 innings pitched. She has also
struck out 15 and walked 17.
Next is senior Parker Boyd, who
has been a workhorse this season.
She has started six games and has
thrown a complete game in half
of those starts. Through 35.1 innings, she has a 4.16 ERA having
walked 18 and striking out 29 batters despite allowing 23 runs (21
earned).
Finally, there is freshman Jena
Lawrence, who is starting to make
a name for herself this season. She
has been used mainly as a relief
pitcher but has started one game
this season and she may add a second this weekend. Through 11.2

innings, Lawrence has allowed
10 runs (eight earned) for an ERA
of 4.80 while walking seven and
striking out nine.
One could say that the pitching
is relatively equivalent for both
teams and could possibly be a
matchup to look out for.
Unlike previous weekends,
this is the only team the Huskies
will face before heading back for
their first home games of the year.
The Huskies lost their previous
matchup with the Bluejays back
in 1991 and will look to take a 3-1
series lead after this weekend.
The Huskies will take on the
Bluejays in a doubleheader on Saturday with the first game starting
at 1 p.m. EST and the second game
starting at approximately 3 p.m.
EST. The two teams will wrap up
their series on Sunday at 10:30
a.m. EST.
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Baseball: Huskies look to end
skid this weekend vs. St. Joseph’s
by Danny Barletta

by Ben Berg

SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

The UConn baseball team enters
this weekend in a really tough spot.
The team sits at 4-10 on the year
and has lost its last five games, including a brutal four-game sweep
last weekend by Texas Tech.
You can try to excuse the losses
to Texas Tech all you want, saying
that the Red Raiders are a top-10
team in the country, and while that
may be true, being swept in a fourgame series is brutal. Especially
when you take into account how
they lost that final game: backto-back-to-back home runs in the
bottom of the 10th inning. Just
brutal.
Two things can happen after a
weekend like that. The team can
fall down a rabbit hole and let the
season turn for the worst, or the
team can pick itself back up and
use that series as an example for
what not to let happen again. Judging by the character of the players
and coaches, I think the Huskies
will do the latter, and that starts
this weekend against St. Joseph’s
(4-0).
The Hawks started their season
just over a week ago and have only
played four games, but they’re undefeated. So even though this team
may not have the stature of Texas
Tech, UConn is going to have to
play really well to beat them.
The Hawks have some really
good bats. They’ve scored in double figures in three out of their four
games, and they’ve hit 11 home
runs in that span. St. Joseph’s has
a team batting average of .321 and
there are more hitters batting over
.300 to this point (eight) than under (six). That doesn’t bode well
for a UConn pitching staff that has
been, for lack of a better word, really bad.
The UConn pitchers have a com-

MEN’S SOCCER PREVIEW: UCONN LOOKING TO END SHUTOUT STREAK, GET A
WIN AT HOME VERSUS ST. JOHN’S
STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

In this file photo, UConn baseball takes home a 9-1 win against Central
Connecticut State University. This weekend, the Huskies will take on St.
Joseph’s. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

bined 5.78 ERA, and last weekend
it was even worse. That isn’t good
enough to win most games at this
level. And against players like
Brandon Drapeau, Nate Thomas,
Brendan Hueth and Luca Trigiani
— all of whom are batting at least
.389 with seven home runs combined — it really won’t be good
enough. Both the starters and the
relievers for the Huskies need to
get better on the mound. That’s
where it begins.
Offensively, UConn really hasn’t
been too bad, especially in the last
couple of weekends. Kyler Fedko
finally found his groove after a
slow start, Zach Bushling and Kevin Ferrer have been swinging the
bat really well and the stalwarts
of the lineup like Reggie Crawford
and Pat Winkel are always danger-

ous. They should be able to do well
this weekend against a St. Joseph’s
pitching staff that also has an ERA
in the 5.7 range.
The Hawks have won their
games so far despite their pitching
staff, not because of them. If the
Huskies can get ahead early in the
games this weekend, that will be
huge to give their pitchers a cushion. Both these teams come in with
similar track records this season:
dangerous lineups and lackluster
pitching. Something has to give
this weekend, and the Huskies are
hoping it’s a turnaround for them.
The games will be at 3 p.m. on
Friday, 2 p.m. on Saturday and 12
p.m. on Sunday at Smithson Field
in Philadelphia. The games can be
watched on ESPN+ or listened to
on MIXLR.

It’s been over a month since the
UConn men’s soccer team (1-2-1,
0-2-1 Big East) won a game, with
their last victory being a 3-0 shutout of Sacred Heart on the opening
day of the season. Now, UConn is
preparing to host the St. John’s
Red Storm (4-4, 2-4 Big East) on
Saturday, March 20 with the hopes
of getting back in the win column.
Historically, the matchup between the Huskies and the Red
Storm has been relatively even.
UConn holds an all-time record of
14-16-5 versus St. John’s with a 4-51 record in their last ten meetings.
That being said, UConn has lost
two consecutive games to their
division rival, including when the
Huskies were shut out 2-0 versus
St. John’s earlier in the season.
However, UConn’s 12-6-1 home record versus St. John’s is reason for
optimism.
The primary reason UConn
finds themselves on an 0-2-1 slide

since opening day is they’ve struggled mightily putting the ball in
the net. They’ve been shut out in
three straight games and haven’t
scored in 285 minutes of game action. Sophomore Ben Awashie is
the only UConn player with multiple points this season (two assists).
Another reason UConn has only
one win on the season is because
they’ve played only four games
compared to St. John’s eight. They
have not played since March 6,
while the Red Storm have played
four games since then.
St. John’s also finds themselves
in somewhat of a backslide, having lost two straight games by a
combined score of 4-2. However, if
UConn wants to have any chance
of winning, they will need to contain junior midfielder Tani Oluwaseyi, who has a remarkable 13
points this season, including five
goals.
Saturday’s game will begin at 2
p.m. Eastern at the Joseph J. Morrone Stadium.

In this photo, the UConn Huskies are held to a 0-0 draw by the
Seton Hall Pirates during an intensely cold afternoon on March 3.
This weekend, the Huskies will host St. John’s.
PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Women’s Basketball: Huskies kick off tournament
run with matchup against High Point
by Conner Gilson
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

The moment everyone has
been waiting for is finally here.
It’s time for March Madness.
And call it COVID-brain or the
Paige Bueckers effect, but after
earning a No. 1 seed for the first
time in three years, many believe
this UConn roster has what it
takes to go the distance.
But a team can’t make it anywhere in this tournament if they
don’t take care of business early,
which is exactly what the Huskies (24-1, 18-0 Big East) will
need to do when they take on
the No. 16 High Point Panthers
in their opening round matchup
Sunday night.
UConn will have to do it without head coach Geno Auriemma
as he recovers from a positive
COVID-19 test he received last
Sunday, but assistant head coach
Chris Dailey boasts a perfect
10-0 record in Auriemma’s absences, and will be coaching a
Huskies group that believes it’s
playing its best basketball as of
late.
Coming off a dominant performance in the Big East Tournament that saw UConn outscore
their opponents 234-119, the
Huskies are clicking on all cylinders at just the right time.
Paige Bueckers leads the way
for this team on the offensive
end, pacing UConn in points
(19.7), assists (6.1) and steals
(2.3) per game. Along with her
Big East Freshman and Player of
the Year Awards, the freshman
also earned the Big East Tournament’s Most Outstanding Player
honor after putting up an average of 19.3 points and five assists
in UConn’s three games.
Bueckers — who was also just
named a finalist for the Naismith

Connecticut’s Paige Bueckers, right, dances over to teammates while celebrating an NCAA college basketball game win in the Big East tournament finals against Marquette at Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville,
Conn, in this Monday, March 8, 2021, file photo. Bueckers has made The Associated Press All-America first
team, announced Wednesday, March 17, 2021. PHOTO BY JESSICA HILL, AP

Player of the Year Award — controls this offense on a nightly
basis, but even when she has
off nights (which are few and
far between), the Huskies have
the depth to cover for her, with

Christyn Williams (15.8), Olivia
Nelson-Ododa (12.5) and Aaliyah
Edwards (10.2) all able to put up
points in bunches.
What makes this UConn team so
special, however, is their defense.

In their last 14 games since
losing against Arkansas back in
late January, the Huskies have
given up more than 60 points to
opponents just three times while
holding opponents under 50

eight times. This is in large part
due to the defensive prowess of
Williams and Nelson-Ododa.
Williams has established herself as one of the better on-ball
defenders in the Big East and
perhaps the nation, holding
St. John’s, Villanova and Marquette’s top scorers to a combined 12 points on 5-33 shooting
in the conference tournament.
Auriemma lauded Williams’ effort, saying the Huskies are a
championship team if the junior
can continue to play defense like
that.
And on the rare occasion
players get by Williams, Nelson-Ododa is there to clean up
the mess. Leading UConn in rebounds (7.8) and blocks (1.8), the
junior has proven herself to be
one of the best rim protectors in
the country, forming an impenetrable force when combined with
Williams’ perimeter D. Both will
need to be clicking against a redhot High Point team.
The Pirates have won nine of
their last 10 games — including a
Big South Tournament win that
earned them the No. 16 — scoring at least 70 points in eight of
them. On the offensive end they
are led by Skylar Curran, who
leads the team in scoring (17.9)
and rebounds (7.2), while Jenson
Edwards paces the team on defense with just under a steal per
game.
Both offenses have the ability
to get rolling early — High Point
puts up over 72 points per game
— but the Pirates’ tallest active
player stands at just 6-foot-2,
so look for UConn to take control of the interior with 6-foot-5
Nelson-Ododa and 6-foot-3 Edwards running the show.
This game will serve as a fine
test for the Huskies as they attempt to make a run toward national title No. 12. Tipoff for this
one is set for 8 p.m. Sunday night
and can be viewed on ESPN.
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Heartbreak in D.C.: Huskies fall
in OT to undefeated Georgetown
by Jacob Sondik
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

Going into their conference
matchup with Georgetown, the
UConn women’s soccer team looked
to build on their biggest win of the
season last Sunday, as they traveled
to the nation’s capital to take on the
Hoyas on Thursday afternoon.
The Huskies (3-2-1, 1-2-1 Big East)
were forced to battle from behind
from the jump, as senior forward
Jenna Menta gave UConn a taste
of its own early goal medicine that
they used to win their last two
games, notching her third goal of
the season four minutes in. The
offensive struggles were a theme
for the Huskies in the first half,
registering one shot, but still were
only outshot 3-1 in the first half as
Georgetown went cold immediately following the Menta goal. Goalkeeper Randi Palacios bounced
back from the early mistake, saving
the other Georgetown shots in the
half to keep the deficit at one as the
game went to half.
Palacios’ afternoon was just getting started, as the Hoyas pestered
the UConn goalie with shot after

shot, notching 11 in the second half
alone, outshooting the Huskies 11-5,
and 15-6 overall in the game. This
has been a continuous trend for
Georgetown, significantly outshooting their opponents on the season
104-26, an offensive attack that has
led to their undefeated start. Along
with their suffocating offensive
attack on the back of players like
Menta and sophomore forward
Gina Vicari, the Hoyas came into
the game with UConn on the back
of star goalkeeper Alyssa Navarette,
who had pitched clean sheets in the
first six games to anchor a strong
defensive unit.
However, Navarette did not start
for Georgetown on Thursday, with
Lauren Gallagher taking her place
instead. After pressing deep into
the second half, UConn did what
no other team had been able to do
against Georgetown thus far in
2021: They put one in the back of the
net. The goalscoring for the Huskies
thus far has been a collective effort,
with different players stepping up
each time UConn needed a big goal.
This time, it was Jaqueline Harnett
for the Huskies, as the sophomore
defender notched her first goal of

the season in a much-needed equalizer for her visiting Huskies to even
up the game at 1-1 at the 75-minute
mark.
UConn would push the undefeated Hoyas into extra time, but
only got one shot off the rest of the
game following Harnett’s strike, as
Georgetown’s defense locked down
to put pressure on Palacios, who had
stepped up for the Huskies time and
time again throughout the game,
and the season. Despite her best efforts, extra time belonged to Menta.
The senior from Somers, New
York took matters into her own
hands to keep her Hoya squad
unbeaten, breaking the hearts of
Palacios and the Huskies with her
second goal of the game five minutes into extra time, simultaneously snapping the UConn two-game
winning streak and pushing their
record to 7-0 and 5-0 in conference
play.
The Huskies will look to
bounce back and avenge their early
season defeat on Sunday afternoon,
as they return home to face the
Providence Friars at Joseph J. Morrone Stadium to try and hand their
Big East rival their second loss of
the 2021 campaign.

Field hockey takes down Quinnipiac
by Karthik Iyer

STAFF WRITER
karthik.iyer@uconn.edu

The UConn Huskies routed
the Quinnipiac Bobcats in commanding fashion. The 6-0 victory helped significantly bolster
the team’s morale after the loss
against Liberty University.
The offense kicked into gear
early and struck often on the
Bobcats’ home turf in Hamden,
Conn. The first goal was scored
at the 9:55 mark by Claire Jandewerth who now has seven on
the season. Sophie Hamilton
and Aiyi Young displayed great
passing and teamwork to feed
Janderwerth for the assist. Just
a few minutes later with 13:28
on the clock, Hamilton would
create some instant offense herself, scoring the second goal of
the game unassisted. This goal
was the first of her hat trick that
led the Huskies in scoring. Erica
Solomen also came up big with a
score of her own at 26:17 as the
recipient of another great pass
by Jandewerth.
The Huskies showed out this
game. As a team, they racked up
30 shots, 20 of which were on
goal. This was in comparison to
the Bobcats mustering up just
one shot on goal that was saved
by Cheyenne Sprecher. Following yesterday’s win, Sprecher
has now saved 13/19 goals and

helped the Huskies maintain
three shutouts this season thus
far. A big shoutout must go to
the defense as well. UConn also
led 14-0 in penalty corner opportunities.
One of UConn’s strengths this
season has been controlling the
tempo of the game and shifting the game to the opposition’s
side of the field through constant ball pressure and crisp
aggressive passing. This knack
has allowed UConn to keep the
defense in position when the occasional mistake happens on the
offensive side of the ball. This
has allowed UConn to outshoot
opponents by an average of 10.1
shots per game. While UConn
already connects on a remarkable 55.7% on their shots, their
shooting accuracy gets buffered
by the fact that UConn is able
to generate this many more goal
scoring opportunities than their
opponents. This means that a
rare poor shooting performance
may not definitively ensure a
loss. These extra shots ultimately lead to more goals scored and
the rest is history. The key is to
maintain this pressure against
top-tier conference competition.
UConn is more than capable.
The Huskies get back to the
turf on Sunday, March 21 at 3
p.m. to play Saint Joseph University.

Men’s Basketball: Huskies to take on Terps
in first round of NCAA Tournament
by Jorge Eckardt
STAFF WRITER
jorge.eckardt@uconn.edu

Connecticut’s Isaiah Whaley, rear, and James Bouknight react during the second half of the team’s NCAA
college basketball game against Creighton in the semifinals in the Big East men’s tournament Friday, March
12, 2021, in New York. PHOTO BY FRANK FRANKLIN II, AP

43.4% shooting from the field and
33.5% shooting from three. Aaron
Wiggins (no relation to Andrew)
is right behind him, averaging 14.0
points per game on 43.3% shooting
from the field and 32.9% shooting
from 3.
Nick Albicocco, a writer for the
University of Maryland’s student
newspaper “The Diamondback,”
shared some thoughts over email
on how Ayala and Wiggins are the
key to the Terps’ chances.
“If Aaron Wiggins and Eric Ayala are shooting well, the Terps will
win,” Albicocco said. “The two
wild cards in my opinion is the
play of Donta Scott and the ability
to limit Bouknight. The Terps often
lack a quality third option and need
Scott to step up if Wiggins or Ayala
struggle. If he provides at least 1214 points, Maryland will have a legitimate chance of winning.”
Donta Scott — who stands at
6-foot-7 and is the de facto center

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s basketball

vs.
Baseball, Friday, 3 p.m.
Storrs, CT

vs.
vs.

Saturday, 7:10 p.m.
West Lafayette, IN

Women’s volleyball, Friday, 6 p.m.
Storrs, CT

of the group — is the only other
Terp to average in the double digits, putting up 10.9 points on 49.5%
shooting from the field and 43.4%
shooting from 3. He also averages
6.1 rebounds, a team-high.
Darryl Morsell, the only senior out of the starters, averages 9
points per game on 48.8% shooting
from the field and 26.0% shooting
from 3. Morsell also leads the team
with 2.8 assists per game and took
home Big Ten defensive player of
the year honors.
“He has the ability to lock up or
at least limit Bouknight and make
it a long night for any UConn player,” Albicocco said. “While he’s not
an offensive star, he’s much more of
a threat than he was as an underclassmen.”
Hakim Hart rounds out the
starting five, averaging 7.1 points on
44.0% shooting from the field and
33.7% shooting from three.
Jairus Hamilton, the sixth-man

Ghost Mike Toscano

@uconnwbb
San Antonio
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and lost one to Northwestern who
finished No. 12.
The Terps are one of the shorter teams UConn will play this
season, regularly running out a
starting-five with no player taller than 6-foot-7. In fact, they have
just two players on the roster who
are 6-foot-9 or taller, and neither
of them see any significant playing time if any. Galin Smith, who
is 6-foot-9, averaged just 14.2 minutes per game this season — and
less than that during the Big Ten
Tournament. Chol Marial, who is
7-foot-2, averaged just 6.5 minutes,
and hasn’t seen the court in over a
month.
The Terps rely on a lineup with
five players all between either
6-foot-5 and 6-foot-7 in height.
“It’s definitely not the type of
conventional team you see,” Hurley said.
Eric Ayala leads them in scoring,
averaging 14.9 points per game on

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

It’s been five years, but the UConn Huskies are finally back in
March Madness. After a 15-7 season, including an 11-6 Big East regular-season record and trip to the
semifinals in the conference tournament, UConn is a No. 7 seed.
The Huskies find themselves in
the East region, taking on the No.
10 Maryland Terrapins in the first
round.
“We had two goals going into
the season, two major things we
wanted to accomplish,” UConn
head coach Dan Hurley said. “First
year back in the Big East we wanted compete at the top of the league.
We were able to do that in the regular season … and then making the
NCAA Tournament were really
our two main goals for the year.
That was a big step forward for our
program.”
Maryland finished the season
16-13 overall with a 9-11 record in
conference play, good for No. 9 in
the Big 10. The Terps picked up one
win in the conference tournament,
beating Michigan State before falling to Michigan, who ended up as
the No. 1 seed in the East region.
The Terps’ season has had its
ups and downs. They’ve picked up
some good wins, including a pair
against tournament team Michigan
State, one against tournament team
Rutgers and one against tournament team Purdue. The best one of
all one came against Illinois, now
the No. 1 seed in the Midwest region.
However, they’ve also had their
fair share of bad losses. The Terps
lost both games vs. Penn State, who
finished No. 11 in the conference

and the only other Terp to see over
20 minutes of action per game, is
the tallest of the bunch at 6-foot-8.
Hamilton averages 6.8 points per
game on 45.7% shooting from the
field and 43.9% shooting from 3.
Out of the six main players on
Maryland, all of them can shoot the
3 — they do so to varying degrees of
effectiveness — but they’ve all taken at least 50 on the season.
If UConn’s going to win, they’re
going to need to abuse their height
advantage. If both Isaiah Whaley
and Adama Sanogo start, UConn will have two players standing
6-foot-9 on the court together. Tyler Polley, also 6-foot-9, is a lock to
come off the bench, and Josh Carlton, who is 6-foot-11, will also likely
see some decent minutes as well.
Aside from R.J. Cole, UConn
even has tall guards, with James
Bouknight standing at 6-foot-5 and
Tyrese Martin standing at 6-foot-6,
right on par with the entire Maryland lineup.
UConn’s outside shooting has
been inconsistent this season, but
they have an opportunity to pound
the ball inside vs. Maryland and
really take advantage of the height
they will have.
“The best way the Terps try to
counter UConn’s height advantage
is by starting Galin Smith at the 5
and Donta Scott at the 4,” Albicocco said. “These two, along with Jairus Hamilton, are the tallest players in UMD’s rotation since Coach
Turgeon removed 7’2” Chol Marial
from the rotation. The Terps will
still be at a height disadvantage but
it’s their best chance of matching
up with UConn.”
If the Huskies are to advance,
they would face the winner of the
matchup between No. 2 Alabama
and No. 15 Iona.

@mtosc98
Since Jim Calhoun took over the program in 1986, UConn does not have a
losing record in any round of the NCAA
tournament.
R64: 18-2
R32: 14-4
Sweet Sixteen: 10-4
Elite Eight: 5-5
Final Four: 4-1
National Championship: 4-0
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

