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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 10:20 p.m. on March 21 *positive test results

35

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

234

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

262

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

183 Cumulative
Staff Cases*

HuskyTHON raises over $1M for
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
FROM LIFE
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

The UConn community gathered
together in-person and virtually for
HuskyTHON 2021 and raised over
one million dollars for the kids and
families of Connecticut Children’s
Medical Center. In its 22nd year of
operation, HuskyTHON once again
solidified its place as one of the top
Miracle Network Dance Marathons
nationwide.
The year-long fundraising efforts were led by the Management
Team and the Morale Captains who
continued to rally the UConn community together and were instru-

mental in overcoming the many
obstacles created by the coronavirus pandemic. The event remains
as one of the largest student-run
philanthropy efforts in the state.
“There’s definitely been a lot of
different challenges this year with
HuskyTHON being virtual, but
I think it’s also provided us a lot
of opportunities to bring together
the community in a really difficult
year for everyone in general,” Alexa Glaude, an eighth-semester accounting major, said.
Glaude served as the co-director
of donation management alongside
Beau DeMelo. Glaude and DeMelo
were in charge of offline donations,
which includes checks, canning
money and other forms of physical monetary donations. She commended the UConn community for
being creative with their fundrais-

ing efforts to ensure that HuskyTHON 2021 was a success.
“People have been getting really
creative and it’s been really amazing to see,” Glaude said.
This creativity came in the form
of polar plunges, dying hair, partnering with organizations, like
Positive Tracks and many other
tactics that allowed participants to
bring in donations, with social media serving as the primary way of
getting the word out. Even UConn
President Tom Katsouleas joined
in and pledged to do a polar plunge
if over two thousand dollars was
raised during ‘Power Hour.’ Following a successful hour of fundraising, Katsouleas took the plunge
into Coventry Lake and the video
was shared on the HuskyTHON
Instagram page.
“Social media has become our

Students participate in HuskyTHON 2021 outdoors. This year the event raised over $1
million, despite a COVID-19 appropriate format. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/
THE DAILY CAMPUS

best friend when it comes to getting the word out and campaigns,”
Nicole Wiggins, an eighth-semester
education major, said.
Wiggins served as the director of
media and, due to the limitations
placed on in-person events, she said
social media became the primary
means of communication leading
up to HuskyTHON 2021. The HuskyTHON social media account was
pouring out a continuous stream
of posts to shoutout top fundraisers, share information about when
events were taking place and reveal
the final fundraising total.
“We’ve had to make a lot of
changes to our usual fundraising
efforts this year due to COVID-19,”
Wiggins said. “The main change
was transforming to a mainly virtual platform and spreading our mission to our community and those

newly registered dancers who haven’t experienced a typical year.”
HuskyTHON Rising Leaders is
a leadership program that was created for first-time participants. It
gives them the chance to see what
goes on behind the scenes leading
up to HuskyTHON and sets them
up for success if they choose to apply for leadership positions within
the organization in the future.
“This program allows us to ignite a flame in the first years for
this life-changing organization and
encourage them to find a passion
for this extraordinary experience
for Connecticut Children’s, inevitably shaping the future of HuskyTHON,” Jamie Waldo, the director
of HuskyTHON Rising Leaders,
said.

See HUSKYTHON, p. 2

UConn students celebrate on the Student Union Quad as the amount of money they
raised for Connecticut Children’s Hospital is revealed, Sunday, March 21, 2021. The dance
marathon occured both in person and online during the weekend. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM,
PHOTO PRODUCER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Health Beat

‘A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN’ FOR UCONN MED STUDENTS
by Daniel Drainville
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
daniel.drainville@uconn.edu

This past Friday, University of
Connecticut School of Medicine
students found out where they will
be spending the next phase of their
medical training, according to UConn Today.
In a video released by UConn
Health, signs with the names of

their future residency schools were
displayed for all to see, and behind
them, the proud, smiling faces of
these students echoed years of hard
work finally paid off.
This ceremony, known universally to med students as “Match Day,”
is held every year on March 19. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the ceremony was held mostly online for
the first time ever.
In a video from UConn Health,

In this March 19, 2021 photo, the UConn School of Medicine Class of
2021 shows off their residency locations at their annual Match Day
ceremony. PHOTO COURTESY OF UCONN HEALTH
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UConn School of Medicine Dean
Dr. Bruce T. Liang congratulated
the students and delivered a message of good luck.
“Congratulations Class of 2021!
Today is another milestone in your
journey of medicine and all that
hard work has paid off. You are
ready to be a physician or a surgeon, and researcher, or both,” Dr.
Liang said. “As a resident you will
be part of health care’s front-line.”
Dr. Liang closed his remarks
by expressing how proud he and
the UConn Health staff is with the
graduating class.
At noon, Medical Student Affairs Associate Dean Dr. Melissa
Held made the announcement the
students had all been waiting for,
and over 100 matching students
and their families, many of whom
tuned in from home, opened their
envelopes in unison to receive their
graduate medical education (GME)
residency training destinations for
the next several years, in locations
spanning Connecticut and the
United States, according to UConn
Today.
“We’re going to Nationwide
Children’s Hospital!” Class of 2021
medical student Julia Plourde, 27,
and her boyfriend Ryan Ciarlo, 29,
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exclaimed in unison, in video from
UConn Health. Four years ago, they
met on their first day of medical
school, and now they will head to
Columbus, Ohio together to study
pediatrics, according to UConn Today.
Amidst the excitement, a few
students remarked on how the pandemic had affected their final year
at UConn.
“It’s been crazy. Everyone’s been
impacted in their own way personally by the pandemic. Our Class of
2021 was the first to apply to residencies virtually instead of traveling across the country for interviews,” Ghali Lemtiri-Chlieh, 27,
who matched with Lahey Clinic
Medical Center in Boston for urology, told UConn Today. “It’s been a
lot of adaptation, including for our
clinical rotations, which were limited at first due to the virus, but then
we were able to get heavily involved
in pandemic care and give back by
serving COVID-19 patients on the
front line. We will be able to look
back and say, ‘Wow, we’re a part of
that.’”
“Being a medical student and applying to residency during a pandemic has differed from pre-pandemic times,” Lilah Fones, 27, who
The Daily Campus
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“Congratulations
Class of 2021! Today
is another milestone
in your journey of
medicine and all that
hard work has paid off.”
DR. BRUCE T. LIANG, UCONN SCHOOL
OF MEDICINE DEAN

matched with Thomas Jefferson
University for orthopedic surgery,
said. “My classmates and I all needed to make a decision of where we
wanted to spend the next 3-7 years
training based solely on virtual interviews without the opportunity
to visit in person.”
An uncertain year for these students now concludes with being
sent off to different parts of the
country to continue education.
These students, freshly matched,
will become the next generation of
doctors and surgeons, but Dr. Liang
reminded them not to forget their
UConn roots.
“You are forever a member of the
UConn Husky Family,” Dr. Liang
concluded in his address. “Good
wishes, good luck and we love you.”

Tweet of the Day
Tony Lorusso
@LashLoru
Paige Buckets. That is all. #UConn
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HuskyTHON raises over $1M for the kids
HUSKYTHON, cont. from p. 1
The events for the weekend
kicked off on Saturday morning
with the Morale and Management
teams gathering in-person on the
Student Union Lawn and virtually
through a livestream to do the first
of 18 dances on the top of each hour.
Many of the other events for the
weekend were held virtually so that

people at home could still participate. Participants had the opportunity to attend fun virtual events
like a Q&A with Jason Derulo, caricature drawings, a jeopardy game,
scavenger hunts and a rave hour
with DJ Rubin.
“What’s amazing about this
community is that people still understand that with a virtual year
for us, these kids are getting diagnosed and receiving treatments
each and every day,” Wiggins said.

“Our participants know that and
continued to rally on and fundraise
in so many unique ways this year.”
In the final hours leading up to
the big reveal, the morale stayed
high and the UConn community
made one last fundraising push to
reach a total of $1,052,534.21, a remarkable achievement given the
less-than-ideal circumstances due
to COVID-19.
“It is incredibly empowering to
see a community come together, in

the middle of a global pandemic,
and do everything in their power to help the kids and families at
Connecticut Children’s,” Wiggins
said.
HuskyTHON 2021 demonstrated the unwavering dedication of
the UConn community to join together during a time when many
individuals are struggling because
of COVID-19. The kids and families at Connecticut Children’s
Medical Center continue to inspire

those around them with their enduring strength and perseverance
in times of great adversity.
“This year has shown our community’s resilience and dedication
to giving back to others, as well as
proving there’s good in the world,”
Waldo said.
With HuskyTHON 2021 in the
books, the focus has already shifted to next year to continue on the
path to creating a better tomorrow
#ForTheKids.

PREPARE THE POPCORN: AMC OPENING MORE MOVIE THEATERS
AP (USA) — It’s showtime! AMC
Theatres says it will have 98% of its
U.S. movie theaters open on Friday
as a bunch of theaters reopen in
California. Even more theaters are
expected to open by March 26.
AMC said that more than 40 of its
locations in California are reopening beginning on Friday. California
is expected to open 52 of its 54 locations by Monday. The Leawood,
Kansas-based company is preparing to resume operations at the rest
of its California locations once the
proper local approvals are in place.
AMC previously opened more
than 500 of its theaters elsewhere
around the country.
Movie theaters all over shuttered
their doors a year ago as the coronavirus pandemic swept the globe.
While some movie theaters have
opened over the past few months
with limited capacity and enhanced
safety protocols, the announcement
by AMC — the nation’s largest movie chain — to open nearly all of its
U.S. theaters by month’s end means
more people will have more locations to choose from if they want to
see a film on the big screen.
AMC’s announcement is welcomed by movie fans not only because more of them will get to return to AMC’s reclining seats and

stadium style format, but because
it means the company has hopefully put the worst behind it. It was
only in June that AMC cautioned
it may not survive the coronavirus
pandemic, as its theaters closed
and film studios started releasing
more movies directly to viewers on
streaming services.
But AMC stayed the course,
slowly opening its theaters in states
over the past several months when
it was allowed to and pivoting its
business. One of its outside-thebox moves included renting out
theaters for private movie screenings to a limited number of people.
Analyst Eric Wold of B. Riley Securities said in a recent client note
that he continues “to see an attractive setup for an attendance and
box office rebound into 2022 on an
impressive, blockbuster-fueled film
slate.” He increased the company’s
price target to $7 from $5.50.
Shares of AMC Entertainment
Holdings Inc. rose more than 3%
to $14.03 in afternoon trading on
Thursday. In the year to date the
stock is up over 500%.
More theaters opening will also
mean more jobs for people to go
to. AMC spokesman Ryan Noonan
says the company is welcoming
back employees who were work-

ing for it prior to theaters being
shut down, as well as bringing in
new workers. All will be trained on
its cleaning and safety protocols,
which include social distancing
and automatic seat blocking in each
theater, mandatory mask wearing,
hand sanitizing stations, upgraded
air filtration, contactless ticketing
and mobile ordering for food and
drinks.
AMC’s theater reopenings are
part of the entertainment industry’s gradual road to recovery as
states begin loosening restrictions
and more people receive vaccinations. Earlier this month, movies
reopened in New York City, a top
market both for blockbusters and
smaller films looking to get good
word of mouth. And last week California announced that Disneyland
will be able to open next month
and new public health rules would
allow live concerts at stadiums and
sports arenas to reopen with limited attendance April 1.
The industry reopenings were
reflected in key economic data: the
Bureau of Labor Statistics’ latest
report says that in February, most
of the job gains that occurred were
in the leisure and hospitality industries. Employment in those sectors
increased by 355,000.

A pedestrian walks by the newly reopened AMC 34th Street theater
on March 5, 2021, in New York. AMC Theatres says it will have 98% of
its U.S. movie theaters open on Friday, with more expected to open by
March 26. PHOTO BY EVAN AGOSTINI/AP

Biden aims to prevent border crossings from swamping agenda
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Biden administration is scrambling to manage a growing humanitarian and political challenge at the
U.S.-Mexico border that threatens to
overshadow its ambitious legislative
agenda.
With the number of migrants
surging, administration officials say
Biden inherited an untenable situation that resulted from what they
say was President Donald Trump’s
undermining and weakening of the
immigration system.
But as Congress pivots to immigration legislation, stories of unaccompanied minors and families trying
to cross the border and seek asylum
and of overwhelmed border facilities
have begun to dominate the headlines, distracting from the White
House’s efforts to promote the recently passed $1.9 trillion COVID-19
relief bill.

Biden told reporters Sunday at the
White House that “at some point” he
would go to the border and that he
knows what is going on in the border
facilities.
“A lot more, we are in the process
of doing it now, including making
sure we re-establish what existed
before, which was they can stay in
place and make their case from their
home countries,” Biden said upon
returning from a weekend at Camp
David.
The White House dispatched
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas to four Sunday
news shows in an effort to stress that
it was working to get things under
control.
“Our message has been straightforward — the border is closed,”
Mayorkas said. “We are expelling
families. We are expelling single
adults. And we’ve made a decision
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that we will not expel young, vulnerable children.”
The White House has steadfastly
refused to call the situation a “crisis,”
leading to a Washington battle over
the appropriate description of the
tense situation. Career immigration
officials had warned there could be
a surge after the November election
and the news that Trump’s hard-line
policies were being reversed.
In the first days of his term, Biden
acted to undo some of Trump’s measures, a rollback interpreted by some
as a signal to travel to the United
States. While the new administration
was working on immigration legislation to address long-term problems,
it didn’t have an on-the-ground plan
to manage a surge of migrants.
“We have seen large numbers of
migration in the past. We know how
to address it. We have a plan. We are
executing on our plan and we will

succeed,” Mayorkas said. But, he
added, “it takes time” and is “especially challenging and difficult now”
because of the Trump administration’s moves. “So we are rebuilding
the system as we address the needs
of vulnerable children who arrived
at our borders.”
Biden officials have done away
with the “kids in cages” imagery that
defined the Trump family separation
policy — though Trump used facilities built during the Obama administration — but have struggled with
creating the needed capacity to deal
with the surge. Unaccompanied children and teenagers in Customs and
Border Protection custody must be
transferred to the care of Health and
Human Services within three days,
although the minors coming now are
being held for days longer than that.
Officials are trying to build up
capacity to care for some 14,000 mi-
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grants now in federal custody — and
more likely on the way. Critics say
the administration should have been
better prepared.
“I haven’t seen a plan,” said Rep.
Michael McCaul, R-Texas. “They
have created a humanitarian crisis down here at this border that
you have seen now. And the reason
why they are coming is because he
says words do matter, and they do.
The messaging is that if you want to
come, you can stay.”
The administration also has been
pressed as to why it will not allow
media to see the facilities at the border. Mayorkas said the government
was “working on providing access
so that individuals will be able to see
what the conditions in a Border Patrol station are like.”

See BIDEN, p. 3
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BIDEN, cont. from p. 2
But Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., told
“Fox News Sunday” that “it’s rich
that Secretary Mayorkas won’t let
press travel with him to the border,
but he will come on your Sunday
morning show and peddle the same
kind of nonsense that has created the
Biden border crisis in the first place.”
Since Biden’s inauguration on Jan.
20, the U.S. has seen a dramatic spike
in the number of people encountered
by border officials. There were 18,945
family members and 9,297 unaccompanied children encountered in February — an increase of 168% and 63%,
respectively, from the month before,
according to the Pew Research Center. That creates an enormous logistical challenge because children, in
particular, require higher standards
of care and coordination across agencies.
Among the reasons for the surge:
thousands of Central American migrants already stuck at the border for
months and the persistent scourge
of gang violence afflicting Northern
Triangle countries — Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador.
Still, the encounters of both unaccompanied minors and families
are lower than they were at various
points during the Trump adminis-

tration, including in spring 2019.
Pointing to the urgency of the
situation at the border, Sen. Dick
Durbin, D-Ill., expressed confidence
that enough Republicans would vote
to pass an immigration overhaul.
“We go into this debate, whether
it’s a crisis or a challenge at the border. Let me tell you, the crisis. We
need to address our immigration
laws in this country that are broken,”
said Durbin. “What we see at the
border is one exhibit of it, one exhibit
of evidence in that. But there’s more
across the board.”
Migrant children are sent from
border holding cells to other government facilities until they are released to a sponsor. That process
was slowed considerably by a Trump
administration policy of “enhanced
vetting,” in which details were sent
to immigration officials and some
sponsors wound up getting arrested,
prompting some to fear picking up
children over worries of being deported. Biden has reversed that policy, so immigration officials hope the
process will speed up now.
The White House also points to
Biden’s decision to deploy the Federal Emergency Management Agency to support efforts to process the
growing number of unaccompanied
migrant children arriving at the border.

Migrants rest in a gazebo at a park after a large group of deportees were pushed by Mexican authorities
off an area they had been staying after their expulsion from the U.S., March 20, 2021, in Reynosa, Mexico. A
surge of migrants on the Southwest border has the Biden administration on the defensive. PHOTO BY JULIO COREZ/
AP

Married 66 years, husband, wife die minutes apart of virus
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP)
— Bill and Esther Ilnisky spent nearly seven decades together as Christian
ministers and missionaries, working
in the Caribbean and Middle East before preaching for 40 years in Florida.
They complemented each other —
he the bookworm, she outgoing and
charismatic. One without the other
seemed unthinkable.
So when they died minutes apart of
COVID-19 this month at a Palm Beach
County hospice, it may have been a
hidden blessing, their only child, Sarah
Milewski, said — even if it was a devastating double loss for her. Her father
was 88, her mom 92. Their 67th wedding anniversary would have been this
weekend.
“It is so precious, so wonderful, such
a heartwarming feeling to know they
went together,” Milewski said, then
adding, “I miss them.”
Bill Ilnisky grew up in Detroit, deciding at 16 to devote his life to God,
Milewski said. He headed to Central
Bible College, an Assemblies of God
school in Springfield, Missouri. He
preached at nearby churches and

needed a piano player. Friends suggested Esther Shabaz, a fellow student
from Gary, Indiana. They fell in love.
“When my dad proposed, he told
her, ‘Esther, I can’t promise you wealth,
but I can promise you lots of adventure,’” Milewski said. “She had a lot, a
lot of adventure.”
After graduation and their wedding,
Bill Ilnisky opened churches in the
Midwest. In the late-1950s, the Ilniskys
took congregants to Jamaica for a mission, fell in love with the island, and
stayed on to run a church in Montego
Bay for a decade.
It was during that time they adopted
Milewski, then 2, from a Miami foster
home. In 1969, the family moved from
Jamaica to Lebanon, where Bill Ilnisky ministered to college students and
taught. His wife started an outreach
center and had a Christian rock band.
“At that time, Lebanon was an amazing country — gorgeous,” Milewski
said.
But in 1975, civil war broke out between Christian and Muslim factions,
and Beirut, the nation’s capital, became
a battleground. Twice, bombs explod-

ed outside their apartment — the first
knocking Milewski out of bed, the
second slamming her father to the
ground.
“My mom thought he was dead,”
Milewski said. “My mom and I went
and hid in the bathroom all night, crying and praying.” The next morning,
bullet holes pocked the walls of apartments on every floor except theirs.
“We attributed that to prayer,” she
said.
They fled in 1976 when U.S. Marines
evacuated Americans, catching the last
plane out.
Shortly after their return to the
States, Bill Ilnisky became pastor at
Calvary Temple in West Palm Beach,
later renamed Lighthouse Christian
Center International. His wife started
Esther Network International, aimed
at teaching children to pray.
Tom Belt, a retired missionary in
Oklahoma City, was a teenager at Calvary Temple when the couple arrived.
He said Bill Ilnisky’s tales of missionary work whetted his desire to travel.
Belt said the Ilniskys “were very accommodating, believed in others and

very forgiving.”
Bill Ilnisky retired three years ago
and while physically healthy for a late
octogenarian, had some dementia. His
wife still ran her prayer network and
did Zoom calls.
When the pandemic hit last year,
the couple took precautions, Milewski
said. Her mother stayed home and had
groceries delivered, but Bill Ilnisky occasionally went out.
“He couldn’t take it,” his daughter
said. “He needed to be around people.”
Sarah Milewski and her husband
visited her parents on Valentine’s Day,
her mother’s birthday. A few days later,
her mom became ill, and not long after
the couple were diagnosed with the virus and hospitalized.
While the prognosis was initially
good, the disease overtook them. The
decision was made Feb. 27 to put them
in hospice. Jacqueline Lopez-Devine,
chief clinical officer at Trustbridge
hospice, said in her 15 years working
with the dying, no couple had arrived
together. She said there was no hesitation about putting them in the same
room for their final days.

This undated photo shows Bill and
Esther Ilnisky, who spent nearly
seven decades together as Christian ministers and missionaries.
When they died minutes apart
of COVID-19 on March 1, 2021, at
a Palm Beach County hospice, it
may have been a hidden blessing,
their only child, Sarah Milewski,
said. SARAH MILEWSKI VIA AP

In Myanmar’s hinterland, army uproots ethnic Karen villagers
BANGKOK (AP) — In the jungles of southeast Myanmar, the
army was shooting and otherwise tyrannizing civilians long
before last month’s military coup.
This largely unseen oppression
continues even now. In the country’s remote southeast, an army
offensive has driven as many as
8,000 ethnic Karen people to flee
their homes in what aid groups
say is the worst upheaval there
for nearly 10 years.
They’re now living in the jungle, with fears growing for their
health and security, and no prospect of an early return.
This crisis in the borderlands
has been overshadowed by the
deadly crackdown on the mass
movement protesting the military’s takeover of power from the
elected government of Aung San
Suu Kyi.
But it also is a reminder of the
brutal force Myanmar’s army has
long used against civilians, and
in particular the country’s ethnic
minorities.
The Karen National Union,
the leading political body for the
Karen, for now is shouldering all
of the displaced people’s basic

needs for food, shelter and security.
But in the long run, that will
be a challenge for the group, said
Padoh Saw Taw Nee, head of the
KNU’s foreign affairs department, in an email interview.
“Therefore the international community should reach out
with humanitarian assistance to
these people who are in need as
soon as possible,” he said.
The Karen are among more
than a dozen ethnic groups that
have been seeking greater autonomy from the central government
since Myanmar, then known as
Burma, became independent
from Britain in 1948.
At times the ethnic groups’
guerrilla forces have engaged
in full-on armed conflict with
the government; in recent years,
many have reached an uneasy
cease-fire. Their talks with Suu
Kyi’s government failed to reach
a comprehensive political resolution before it was deposed by the
coup.
The army, meanwhile, has aggressively expanded its reach in
at least two districts in Karen
state since 2017, building new
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bases and roads to try to dominate an area that doesn’t want it
there.
In the last few months, troop
numbers and activity have scaled
up dramatically, according to relief organizations active there.
The Karen’s own armed force,
the Karen National Liberation
Army, has fought back. In retaliation, the army has increased its
attacks and shelled surrounding
villages.
Relief agencies say the 8,000 or
so people who abandoned their
homes for the privations of the
jungle are safe and are adapting as well as they can, building
bamboo shelters and holding
school classes in the open.
But no one knows when they
can return or whether their villages will still be standing when
they do. Meanwhile, the fields
where their crops would grow
are untended, threatening food
supplies later in the year.
A humanitarian group, the
Free Burma Rangers, has been
bringing in aid since the attacks
began and documenting the
Karens’ plight. The group was
formed in the late 1990s during
intense attacks that displaced
more than 100,000 Karen people.
Its founder and director, Dave
Eubank, is a former member of
the U.S. Special Forces who combines evangelical activities with
well-disciplined forays by Karen
volunteers to deliver medical aid
to villagers.
In a recent interview with The
Associated Press via satellite
phone from the affected area, Eu-

Members of the humanitarian group Free Burma Rangers carry out
medical checkups on villagers in the northern Karen State, Myanmar,
Feb. 25, 2021. The group has been bringing aid to some of the 8,000 ethnic people forced to flee their homes by an ongoing local offensive by
the Myanmar army aimed at increasing the military’s presence in the
remote region. FREE BURMA RANGERS VIA AP

bank spoke of what the displaced
Karen desperately need.
He said that stopping attacks
by Myanmar troops — “security
and survival” — is the top priority.
Food comes next. “As they get
displaced they’ve got to eat,” he
said. “They can’t go back and
start their crops. They can’t prepare for the next fields, they can’t
look after the animals,” he said.
Medical care and shelter are
also essential, Eubank said.
In 2012, the Karen National
Union signed a cease-fire with
the government, which it hoped
would end decades of military
aggression.
But
Myanmar’s
army has repeatedly breached it.

This is the worst breach yet, aid
groups say.
Hsa Moo from the Karen Environmental and Social Action Network has just returned from the
affected area. A former refugee
herself, she says it’s heartbreaking.
“This is not a good time for us.
This is after the cease-fire; but
we thought the cease-fire can
help them, but actually not. So
they have to flee and they have
to hide, so it is very difficult for
them to hide in the jungle,” she
said.
The Karen long ago learned the
brutal nature of the military, independent analyst David Mathieson told The Associated Press.
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The US’ history of anti-Asian racism has
contributed to this horrific culture of hate
by Sam Zelin

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

Before I begin this article, I’d
like to state my support for the Asian and Asian American communities in this tough time. I cannot pretend to
understand the pain you all must be going through right
now, but I truly hope that the future holds a brighter,
more understanding and safe society for all of us.
In order to realize that future, it’s important to understand how we got here. The hate crimes committed in
the Atlanta area last Tuesday are not merely the result of
growing racism due to COVID-19, or the actions of modern politicians; this hatred has been ingrained in American society since its inception.
People of Asian descent have lived in North America
since around the beginning of the 17th century, with Filipino sailors landing in what would become northern California aboard Spanish galleons. As for history in the U.S.
once it became a country, it is widely believed that the first
big surge of immigration from Asia came during the California Gold Rush in the mid 19th century. Unfortunately,
this time period also includes the first documentation of
blatant racism toward these people. In the People v. Hall, a
White man who had been convicted for murdering a Chinese man in the mines appealed the verdict on the ground
that the witnesses in his case had been Asian, which he
thought was unfair. The California supreme court agreed,
not even seeming to care that according to Hall’s own racist logic, a White witness would be biased toward him.
This added Asian people to the list of groups that were
legally not allowed to testify against White people in Cali-

fornia, which at the time was a list encompassing anyone
“Black, Mulatto … or Indian.” This racist law existed in the
state until 1873, a full five years after the ratification of the
14th amendment.

Schools need to teach each
generation of kids that the
country they belong to has a
long history of not wanting
everyone to belong, and we all
need to have uncomfortable
conversations with ourselves
about what we do in our lives
that we might not even realize is
hurting others.

Let’s talk about the 14th amendment for a second. It’s
first section reads “All persons born or naturalized in
the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof,
are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein
they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of
the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” Depriving people the right to testify in
court is a direct contradiction to that amendment, and yet
California did not care.

The name of 1882’s Chinese Exclusion Act speaks
for itself. Racist lawmakers clearly knew that the 14th
amendment’s protection of all people’s right to citizenship wouldn’t apply to people not yet in the country, so
they prohibited the immigration of people from Asia for
10 years … which was then extended to 20 via the Geary
Act … and then ended up lasting until 1943. That’s a grand
total of 51 years of strict immigration regulation, and what
replaced it, an oppressive quota system, was not much
better. Also, this repealing came only one year after President Roosevelt instituted the Japanese internment system, so the racism definitely did not end here.
The bottom line here is that what happens in the past
contributes to a culture of hate that continues into the
present and future. We live in a country where laws have
been and are made that blatantly exclude and discriminate against entire groups of people, and we all let this
happen. We can no longer allow any of this to happen,
to anyone. Schools need to teach each generation of kids
that the country they belong to has a long history of not
wanting everyone to belong, and we all need to have uncomfortable conversations with ourselves about what we
do in our lives that we might not even realize is hurting
others. Again, I offer my sincere condolences to all the
families affected by the Acworth shootings, and to everyone who has been made to feel less safe because of them.
I know that many organizations are currently accepting
donations, and if you have the means to, I urge you to
donate what you can, so that we can empower people to
make change and bring justice to a world that desperately
needs to begin unraveling the ugly knot of racism that has
been made tighter and tighter over centuries.

Star Of The Show: A look into ‘Main Character Syndrome’
by Aastha Gupta
CONTRIBUTOR
aastha.gupta@uconn.edu

Many of us have grown up reading
fiction novels, reading about brave
main characters who had the tools
necessary to vanquish their enemies.
I cannot speak for all the readers
out there, but I know many people,
including myself, who wanted to be

like these main characters: To take
up arms and vanquish the army of
your arch nemesis, to find out you
are the leader of a lost empire or to
partake in a whirlwind romance.
With the lives that they live, it is no
surprise that many crave those same
lives. It is no surprise that many individuals truly want to be the “main
character.” Nowadays, it seems this

ILLUSTRATION BY ALISIA GRUENDEL, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

mindset has spread with more people wanting to be the “main character” in their lives. The concept behind it seems wonderful: We are the
core of our narratives. But, as with
many things, there are some things
we should be wary of.
Indeed, being the main character in
your own life adds a special sheen to
even the most mundane parts of our

routine. Getting groceries becomes
remarkably more interesting when
you have an upbeat soundtrack laid
over it. In the age of COVID-19, this
ability to enhance the mundane is
especially helpful since doing things
commonly deemed ‘fun’ now usually
puts one at risk.

See CHARACTER, p. 8

05

Monday, March 22, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

@dailycampuslife

Jason Derulo

attends a special Q&A hosted by
SUBOG and sponsored by HuskyThon
by Ian Ward

STAFF WRITER
ian.ward@uconn.edu

The Student Union Board of Governors hosted a Q&A session with
pop star and TikTok creator Jason
Derulo on Saturday. Moderated by
Saiyoen Pathman, he and Derulo
discussed everything from his career as a musician to his dog to going
after your dreams and goals.
“When I would feel like the average kid was going out to play and do
certain things, I was in my zone and
zoned in becoming an artist,” Derulo
said when speaking about wanting
to become a singer at a young age.
Born in Miramar, Florida, Derulo
claimed that he wanted to be a singer
ever since the age of four when he
saw Michael Jackson on TV. When
Derulo was 19, he released his song
“Whatcha Say” which would eventually become a number one hit.
From there, he has continued to release hit songs such as “Ridin Solo”
and “Savage Love.”
During the Q&A session, Derulo
revealed that “Savage Love” was
made after he left Warner Records
after being with the label for 12 years.
“I thought it was going to be this
floodgate, but it wasn’t,” Derulo

said when speaking about the opportunities he thought would come
after leaving Warner Records. He
would release “Savage Love” independently before remixing the
song with BTS.
Derulo explained
later in the Q&A
what steps he
took to be
successful and
connect

with
other
people on
TikTok.
“I applied the same
tenacity, the
same level of work
ethic to TikTok and I really knew what the result was
going to be,” Derulo said.
As of this writing, Derulo has over
44 million followers on TikTok and
over a billion likes on his videos.
He also claimed that he records

music during
the nighttime
while work-

PHOTO COURTESY OF BILLBOARD

ing on TikTok during the day time.
“When I noticed that I liked it,
that’s when I started to take it seriously,” Derulo stated when talking

about his efforts on TikTok.
Derulo mentioned that he does
not make any new songs with TikTok in mind and that great songs
become viral because they’re
great songs, not because
they are geared toward the app.
Later on
during the
Q&A,
Derulo
sung
his

name
which
he
claimed he
would only do
if at least 10 people asked him to do
so. The reason why Derulo
sang his name before the start
of his earlier songs was so he could
promote himself earlier in his career. When fans asked him to return
to singing his name on TikTok, he
brought it back.

Derulo also spoke about his favorite songs that are his own.
“My favorite songs tend to be the
newer ones just because I haven’t
heard them 17 million times,” Derulo
said.
Derulo mentioned that “Ridin’
Solo” was his favorite song after a
break up he experienced and claims
that a lot of people like that song for
similar purposes.
Later in the Q&A session, Derulo’s dog Ice made an appearance and
claims the dog got his name from
being very chill and human-like.
“When you look at him, he has so
much emotion in his eyes and I think
that’s why people are really drawn
to him,” Derulo said, talking about
Ice. He also claimed that he puts Ice
on the treadmill as a way to release
some of his energy since Derulo said
Ice is hyperactive.
For the final question Derulo was
asked which lesson/piece of advice
he holds on to.
“It’s important to choose something that you’re completely enamored with that you love because it’s
so much easier to be successful at
something that you love doing because you don’t mind doing it all the
time,” Derulo said.

CRT’s ‘This Property is Condemned’:
Topical and relevant 75 years later
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti.jr@uconn.edu

Katelyn Trieu (Willie) and Andre Chan (Tom) dazzled as the production’s leading characters. They both
masterfully employed a Mississippi Delta dialect despite being born and raised several thousand miles
away from the film’s setting.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CRT’S INSTAGRAM.

As students of the 21st century, it
can be difficult to relate to works created decades before we were born.
The Connecticut Repertory Theatre
(CRT) brought to life a one-act play
by American theatrical master Tennessee Williams, written three quarters of a century ago, and showed its
magnitude through a modern lens.
Directed by Dexter Singleton, a
visiting professor of performance
at UConn School of Fine Arts, “This
Property is Condemned” is the second installment of a three part series
of lesser-known works from Tennessee Williams' treasure trove of
one-act plays.
“This Property is Condemned,”
running less than a half an hour, is
regarded as one of Williams’ most
popular one-act plays, following
the Golden Globe-nominated 1966
film adaptation of the same name
starring Robert Redford and Natalie Wood. Written in 1946, the
play is set in Depression-era Mississippi. A 13-year-old girl, Willie,
meets a 16-year-old boy, Tom, while
walking along the railroad tracks.
Having dropped out of school and
watched her family die and home
be condemned by the government,
Willie resolved to become a whore
and leave the shred of life she had
behind.
With live theatrical events being
performed in alternate modes during
the ongoing pandemic, the production was carried out over Zoom in
a dual-screen depicting the characters in the same scene with the same
props despite performing miles away
from one another. While past CRT

productions this year have featured
actors and technicians working in
different states across the U.S., I was
shocked to learn that the two actors
were rehearsing from different countries entirely, with the leading actor
coming in from California and the
leading actress coming in from Canada, all while connecting with the
creative team centered in Storrs.
Katelyn Trieu (Willie) and Andre
Chan (Tom) dazzled as the production’s leading characters. Thye both
masterfully employed a Mississippi
Delta dialect despite being born and
raised several thousand miles away
from the film’s setting.
In a talk-back following the final
bows of the production, the actors,
both Asian-identifying, explained
the story’s resonance in the light of
the murders in Atlanta to occur just
three days before the production’s
opening night. Trieu, in particular,
was able to examine her character’s
descent into sex work through the
lens of the characterization and
fetishization of the Asian woman
in American culture. While the
actors made clear that productions
should never market off of societal
tragedies, the event did allow them
to resonate with their characters
in different ways and understand
the mindset of the characters on a
different level than when first approaching the material.
While the production of “This
Property is Condemned” concluded
on Sunday, March 21, the final play
of the Tennessee Williams series,
“And Tell Sad Stories Of The Death
Of Queens,” will premiere in April.
For more information or to purchase
tickets to any Spring 2021 CRT production, visit their website, or call
the box office at 860-486-2113.
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Justin
Bieber’s
latest
album
‘Justice’

‘Chemtrails over the Country Club’
is a lovely effort from Lana Del Rey
by Ian Ward

STAFF WRITER
ian.ward@uconn.edu

Lana Del Rey is an American icon.
Her blend of Americana with contemporary popular culture has made
her a modern day poet. Songs such
as “Summertime Sadness” and “The
Greatest” are testaments to Del Rey’s
songwriting prowess.
On her latest record “Chemtrails
Over The Country Club,” Del Rey
continues her themes of romance
and American life, albeit away from
her usually melancholic style.
The lead single “Chemtrails Over
The Country Club” is not only the
best song on the album, it also summarizes the sonic direction Del Rey
is following in her career. The soft
piano and light drums are reminiscent of a lullaby ballad and Del Rey’s
gentle falsetto furthers the warm
crisp nature of the song. Her songwriting is also witty with lines like
“Baby what’s your sign/ my moon is
in Leo, my Cancer is sun” displaying Del Rey’s cultural knowledge
of modern dating culture and its
obsession with Zodiac symbology.
Her other single “White Dress” is
an airy piano ballad that reminds me
of “Black Beauty” with her whispery
vocals. Del Rey’s use of alliteration
is best seen in the lines “When I was
a waitress wearing a white dress/
Look how I do this, look how I got
this/ I was a waitress working the
night shift.” As the opening track
to the album, listeners are able to
hear Del Rey reflect on her past
as a waitress and what life
was like prior to

being a superstar.
Further into the album, the song
“Yosemite” talks about Lana and her
experiences with past relationships.
The lead acoustic guitar sounds like
it could play around a campfire,
which is fitting given Del Rey’s story-like presence on the song. The line
“You make me feel like I’m invincible/ no more candle in the wind,”
seems to be a call back to her song
“Mariners Apartment Complex.”
What is interesting about “Yosemite” is that it was originally supposed
to be on Del Rey’s 2017 album, “Lust
For Life,” but was considered ‘too
happy’ of a song to be on the album
at the time according to Del Rey in an
interview conducted by Zane Lowe
in 2017.
Listening to “Chemtrails Over
The Country Club” reminds me of a
mixture between Del Rey’s previous
record “Norman Fucking Rockwell”
and her 2014 record “Ultraviolence”
with elements incorporated from
her 2017 album “Lust for Life.” The
focus on an americana sound is felt
throughout the album with no sight
of the drums or booming bass found
on previous Del Rey songs.
While I understand the quieter
and folkier direction Del Rey was
aiming for, it does not ignite the same
emotional spark for me that was
found on “Norman F****** Rockwell” or “Ultraviolence.” There is
less of a critical bite on American
culture that was found on her previous record and the overall sound
feels homogeneous compared to previous albums. I also appreciate Del
Rey taking influence from her
previous albums, but without
the nostalgic
mysti-

cism that made albums like “Ultraviolence” or “Born to Die” special, it
feels as if Del Rey is ignoring what
made her famous.
Not all is lost on “Chemtrails Over
The Country Club.” Del Rey is the
most optimistic she’s been throughout her career on this album and desire for simplicity is felt throughout
the record.
Her cover of Joni Mitchelle’s “For
Free” with Weyes Blood and Zella
Day is a solid closing song. Blood
and Day are the only featured vocalists on the album and they complement Del Rey’s vocals like lilac
inside a candle. Stylistically, Day’s
vocals remind me of Del Rey earlier
in her career while Blood’s voice is
reminiscent of Joan Baez, a singer
songwriter who is one of Del Rey’s
inspirations.
Seeing Del Rey transform her career from a budding pop star into an
established icon has been a sight to
see. She has been able to magnify the
issues plaguing the American psyche while intertwining her own love
life. “Chemtrails Over The Country
Club” does not carry the same old
Hollywood mystique that was found
on “Honeymoon” or Ultraviolence”
nor is it a masterpiece like “Norman
F****** Rockwell.”
There is something to be said
about taking a break from what
made you famous and going in a quieter direction. I think of “Chemtrails
Over The Country Club” as a calmer
spiritual successor to her previous
album.
With a new album, “Rock Candy
Sweet” set to be released on June 1,
it will be intriguing to see where Del
Rey takes her career, especially since
she aims the new album to address
her critics which is something she
avoided on this album.
Whichever direction Del Rey decides to take her career, it is certain
that her gift for poetry and harmonies will continue on just like they
did on “Chemtrails Over The Country Club.” There are only a handful
of artists who I can listen to and continually feel inspired by and Del Rey
is one of those artists.
Rating: 4/5

is not as
great as
‘Changes’
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by Cindy Lam

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cindy.lam@uconn.edu

PHOTO COURTESY OF LANA DEL RE WEBSITE

Last year Justin Bieber gave listeners “Changes,” after a long-awaited four years since his “Purpose”
album in 2016. The singer just released a new album Friday titled,
“Justice,” which feels like a more
pop-version of his R&B “Changes”
album.
The 16-track album consists of
singles including “Holy” featuring
Chance the Rapper, “Lonely” with
Benny Blanco and “Anymore.”
“My objective in making this
album was to provide comfort to
the listener [...] I know a lot of people have been isolated, but music
is really an outlet to bring people
together,” Bieber said in an interview with Vogue.
During his Zoom playback session, Bieber reflected on his need
to “resonate with the world.”
My favorites from the album include “Off My Face,” “2 Much” and
“Peaches” featuring Daniel Cesar
and Giveon. “Holy” surprisingly
grew on me and has made it on my
honorable mentions list.
“Off My Face” is the fourth track
on the album. Fans got a sneak peek
of the track in Bieber’s YouTube
exclusive documentary, “Justin Bieber: Next Chapter.” Bieber’s voice
accompanied by the acoustic guitar
is simple but breathtaking. I prefer
Bieber’s soft melodies over his more
upbeat singles. It’s clear this track
is dedicated to his wife Hailey and I
think it’s a sweet song that will give
you that warm, cozy feeling when
you listen to it. The opening track
“2 Much” has the same feeling.
The latest single from “Justice”
was “Peaches.” Cesar is best known
for his track “Best Part” and “Get
You,” released in his 2017 “FreudPHOTO COURTESY OF VULTURE

ian” album. Giveon is an R&B artist on the rise with his own album
“When It's All Said And Done…
Take Time” released earlier this
month. The three collaborated for
the first time on “Peaches,” an upbeat R&B-inspired track with an
80s themed music video. Bieber
performed “Peaches” for the first
time on NPR Music’s Tiny Desk
(Home) Concert which gained over
two million views in four days.
My last favorite track would have
to be “Holy” featuring Chance the
Rapper. At first, I didn’t care about
this song and would always skip it.
But it is actually growing on me. It’s
catchy and makes me feel happier,
which I think Bieber would want
listeners to feel when listening to
this album. “Holy” was released in
September of 2020 and has over 300
million streams on Spotify.
Bieber’s album has already faced
some controversy. Listeners criticized Bieber for using the voice
of the late Martin Luther King Jr.
at the beginning of “2 Much” and
“MLK Interlude.” Listeners thought
the usage of MLK’s voice made no
sense for an album that is allegedly dedicated to his wife. However,
MLK’s family members spoke out
and thanked Bieber for his support
and honored him for his work with
The King Center’s #BeLove campaign.
Overall, the album is okay. I enjoyed four out of 16 songs but that
doesn’t mean it’s a bad album. I
thought the other tracks were repetitive in sound but still catchy
enough for others to enjoy. My favorite Bieber album is “Purpose”
and I think there hasn’t been an
album that has topped that one yet.
“Justice” includes features from
Khalid, Dominic Fike, BEAM and
Burna Boy.
Rating: 3/5
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‘Zack Snyder’s Justice League’:

Casual Cadenza:

Celebrating Asian artists
in a time of racism
by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

New and improved

PHOTO COURTESY OF VARIETY

by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

After much anticipation, the revamped version of the much-maligned 2017 film “Justice League,”
nicknamed “The Snyder Cut,” has
finally been released on HBO Max.
Before we dive into the new release,
I must explain the background behind “Zack Snyder’s Justice League.”
While the 2017 “Justice League” was
in production, the death of Zack Snyder’s daughter, Autumn, led him to
leave the production. Joss Whedon
replaced him as director. Whedon
is known for directing the first two
“Avengers” films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, as well as many
other TV projects. Whedon ended
up rewriting most of the film, cutting
almost all of the scenes that Snyder
filmed and doing many reshoots to
recreate the film as his own. Whedon
also has been accused of workplace
harassment through his direction
of the reshoots and through his
work on many other projects. The
2017 film was heavily criticized by
critics, many saying it felt as if they
watched one movie made by two different people.
After the controversial production
and consequential poor reception of
the film, many fans of the franchise
called for the release of “The Snyder
Cut.” These fans yearned to see the
original vision that Snyder had for
the film, much of which was already
shot but was removed on the cutting
room floor. Gaining enough momentum, Snyder and Warner Bros. came
to an agreement to do a few reshoots
in late 2020 and release “Zack Snyder’s Justice League” on their HBO
Max streaming service in early 2021.
So now here we are, in a world

with a new, redone version of “Justice League.” The question is, was it
worth the fans' fight for?
In short, yes it was.
While this is by no means a perfect
film, it is far and away significantly
better than the product put out in
2017. You can see the difference in
three key ways: writing, character
development and visual consistency.
In terms of writing, the 2017 film
really struggles with its story structure and dialogue. The story is close
to incomprehensible at times, with
oddly placed scenes and questionable
pacing. The film had a significant
amount of footage shot, but was cut
down to be less than two hours –
“The Snyder Cut,” by comparison,
is close to four hours. This makes the
film feel as if we’re missing scenes
that bridge the gap between certain
parts of the movie. “The Snyder Cut,”
on the other hand, is a much more
cohesive movie. There is a clear line
of events, with distinct first, second
and third acts: overall, a significantly
better plot structure. In fact, unlike
the first film, it uses setup and payoff
in an effective way, using its first act
to set up the conclusion in a satisfying and clever way. The dialogue is
also much improved from the 2017
picture. Though not all the lines are
perfect, the overall writing of the
characters is incomparable to the
previous movie.
In terms of character development,
“The Snyder Cut” is also on another level than the 2017 movie. Unlike
the initially released version, which
really rushes through its first act,
this movie takes its time to build its
characters, making them more interesting in the process. You connect
to the characters in “Zack Snyder’s
Justice League,” which is something
you cannot say about the original

film. The three characters that make
the biggest jump are Barry Allen/The
Flash, Victor Stone/Cyborg and the
villain of the movie, Steppenwolf.
The arcs of these particular characters are what make this film significantly better than the original movie.
The last key way “Zack Snyder’s
Justice League” improved upon the
previous film is in terms of visual
consistency. Now, whether or not
you love Zack Snyder’s visual style
is your own opinion, but you cannot
deny this whole film was made completely by him. The previous movie
clearly had two separate directors,
with some scenes employing Snyder’s darker visual style while others
having Whedon’s bright, more colorful visuals. This film is much more
consistent, and though you may not
love his style, you can’t deny this is
Snyder’s vision.
Though “Zack Snyder’s Justice
League” is much improved than the
original movie, it has its struggles.
While the character development
is great, it makes you question why
some of these characters couldn’t
have had their own solo films before this movie. That would’ve helped
decrease the runtime of this film,
which is a bit long, though it is wellpaced. Also, this movie feels a little
overindulgent at times, giving viewers more than necessary. This film
includes many characters – possibly
a bit too many – padding the runtime
and making the entire DC Extended
Universe’s story a bit more muddled.
Though, there is debate over whether
“The Snyder Cut” is canon.
Overall, while the movie isn’t perfect, it is significantly better than
2017’s “Justice League”, making this
movie earn a moderate recommendation.
Rating: 3.95/5

In light of what happened in Atlanta five days ago and the continued surge in Asian hate crimes that
began last year, shedding light on
my favorite Asian artists seemed
like an appropriate theme for this
week. It won’t do much to educate
on the detrimental effects of racism or the misogynistic stereotypes
held against Asian women, but I’m
hoping it’ll at least spread positive
awareness about Asians in the music
industry. Feeling down due to the
current circumstances is a given. I
wouldn’t say a lot of people would
enjoy dealing with a pandemic and
issues of racism at the same time.
However, listening to some good
tunes and supporting Asian artists
has become a personal remedy that
just feels necessary to be shared.
Rina Sawayama — “LUCID”
Her iconic debut album cover
would sporadically pop up in social media posts, recommendations
from friends and even my own Spotify feed, yet I didn’t start listening
to it until a month ago. It may be a
federal crime that I didn’t discover Rina sooner when “Sawayama”
came out last year, but I can assure
you that I’m atoning for my sins by
blasting “Lucid” as often as I can.
With the rising popularity of aesthetics like Y2K, early 2000s trends
have taken over both fashion and
music. As the perfect combination
of pop and EDM, “Lucid” exudes
a certain nostalgia for a time when
butterfly clips and Nokia cell phones
thrived alongside bedroom walls
pasted with NSYNC posters. Now
deemed as my official summer song,
I can guarantee there are no better
vibes to communicate once warmer
weather rolls around.
NCT 127 — “Mad City”
I think it’s ironic that right when
I’m reaching the peak of my renewed
K-pop phase and years’ worth of cultural repression are finally being
diminished, a violent hate crime
occurs. Either the universe was giving me a warning sign or they were
spouting off some “what doesn’t
kill you makes you stronger” inspo.
With the way NCT has taken over

my listening habits, I guess I decided
to go with the Kelly Clarkson interpretation. “Mad City” is actually a
pretty fitting song for the situation,
considering anger was one of the
main effects of the Atlanta shooting, next to sadness and mourning.
It turns out being able to identify
with two Korean boys yell-rapping
about being mad about everything
helps out in dealing with negative
emotions.
Kishi Bashi — “In Fantasia”
A core memory from early quarantine: listening to “In Fantasia”
while going on a daily walk with
my parents in California. Back then,
I wasn’t even aware who Kishi Bashi
was. I just liked how cinematic the
song sounded: the soft violin plucking at the beginning, a cool Japanese interlude in the middle and a
beautiful use of Bashi’s renowned
violin-playing. Now, “In Fantasia”
is just a nostalgic trigger for all the
weird thoughts and feelings of experiencing a global pandemic for
the first time. Following all the
chaos that occurred in mid to late
March, the world had gone quiet.
Normally, feelings of disorientation
would tend to make me anxious, but
knowing everyone else felt the same
way created an eerie peacefulness.
Although that peace has long gone,
hearing Bashi’s work gives me time
to reminisce.
beabadoobee — “If You Want
To”
For anyone who didn’t think I
could get away with mentioning
beabadoobee (Bea Kristi) for a third
time in this column, I’m sorry. This
time, I won’t rave about how all of
her songs are bangers (even though
they are). Instead, I’ll just point out
that as one of the first Asian artists
in the Western music industry I
came across, my adoration for Kristi
doesn’t just stem from being an exceptional singer-songwriter. Most of
it is because of the representation she
offers and the awareness she brings
of how important that representation is. Seeing people who look like
me and who have shared the same
experiences thrive in these businesses gives me hope that diversity is
becoming the norm. While positivity
is hard to come by recently, at least
that’s a sentiment worth celebrating.

This Week in History: march 22 - 26
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti.jr@uconn.edu

While events may seem small at
the time of their occurrence, moments can have a much farther reach
than one would expect. This week in
history, we will look at two events
that ignited major movements in
American history, and while small in
scope, had lasting impacts to change
the course of time.
On March 22, 1765, 256 years
ago, the British government imposed the Stamp Act on the English colonies of North America,
taxing the purchase of all paper
goods.
The Seven Years’ War (1756-1763),
known as the French and Indian War
in American history books, was a
long and expensive feud between the
British and French Empires, taking place in both Europe and their
overseas colonies in the Americas.
Though the British emerged victorious, the government rang up a tremendous debt that needed to be paid.
The British parliament looked to the
13 colonies and imposed a series of
taxes to pay off the war.
The Stamp Act followed three already unpopular taxes: the Sugar Act
(1764), which taxed textiles, wines,

coffee and sugar imports; the Currency Act (1764), which significantly
devalued the paper money used by
the colonists; and the Quartering
Act (1765), which forced colonists to
house British troops when they were
deployed in North America.
These taxes were widely unpopular primarily because colonists had
no representation in British government. While the colonists saw
themselves as British citizens like
their brethren in the British Isles,
they could not elect any members
of Parliament to act on their behalf.
Therefore, every act passed in government came without the consent
from the people it was affecting. Colonists began questioning why a tiny
island across the sea had so much
control over their lives, and took to
the streets to showcase their outrage.
Over the course of the next few
years, the British government would
repeal virtually all of the hated taxes
imposed on the colonies. Despite this,
the damage had already been done
and organizations like the Sons of
Liberty had already organized, proposing wild ideas like the creation of
a free and independent American
nation. A decade later, this wild idea
would be put to the test as 13 colonies would press their luck in a fight
against a global superpower.

March 22, 1765

stamp act
imposed

March 25, 1911

triangle
shirtwaist
factory
catches fire

On March 25, 1911, 110 years
ago, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire killed 146 employees in
downtown New York City.
At the turn of the 20th century,
the United States was evolving into
a thoroughly modern nation with
urbanization and industrialization
running rampant. Cities like New
York beckoned to those who sought
a better life, and people like Andrew
Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller and
the Vanderbilts proved that anyone
could get lucky in America.
Not everyone shared in the wealth
of these great industrialists however
in fact, such profits were made on
the backs of the millions of workers
employed at the factories and sweatshops nationwide. While the Vanderbilts were able to build summer mansions in Newport, employees back
in the city were working 12 hours
a day, six days a week, in exchange
for meager wages and poor working
conditions.
On the morning of March 25, 400
employees entered the Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory, most of whom
being teenage girls from poor Italian
and Jewish immigrant families of the
Lower East Side. A small waste bin
fire ignited the unclean and cramped
sewing stations of the eighth floor.
The workers, who spoke almost no

English, clamored to the exits, finding the stairwells locked and elevators out of order. Some employees resolved to jump out the windows, only
to fall to their deaths, as the firefighting nets were not strong enough to
save them. In the span of a half hour,
more than one-third of the workers
were dead, with the youngest victim
being barely 14 years old.
Days later, a march of 80,000 New
Yorkers was organized to honor the
lives lost and protest the atrocities
committed by the factory owners. Grieving immigrant families
marched uptown to make it known
that they were part of America too
and thus deserved the rights guaranteed to them. Though the company
owners were charged for manslaughter, they were acquitted and carried
on with business as usual.
While this event was a horrible
tragedy, it exposed the injustices
committed against the working class,
igniting the American labor reform
movement. The years and decades
to follow would see the implementation of fire and safety standards, a
minimum working age, maximum
working hours and the minimum
wage, all of which aimed to aid the
plight of the working family and ensure a disaster like the Triangle fire
would never happen again.
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Photo of the Day | The power of puppetry

UConn Puppetry student Felicia Cooper performs her MFA piece “ISH” in Storrs Center on March 20, 2021. The performance used shadow puppets to tell the story of an 11-year-old
girl who, stuck on a submarine, searches the ocean for a whale. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

The effects of main
character syndrome
CHARACTER, cont. from p. 4
Believing yourself the main character often also embellishes people
with confidence, feelings of worthiness and even sometimes a sense
of purpose. Writer Jillian Colte
describes how aiming to become
the main character can push one
to ask important questions: Am I
living life to the fullest? Am I satisfied with life as it is? And with the
answers often lying in the small
things in life — watching the sun
set, dancing in the rain, etc. — living
like a main character is often very
attainable. Being a main character
and all its benefits have an ability
to improve the mindset of people
and push back against some of the
pressures, often social media related, that made people feel like “not
enough” or “not important.” Something that is even more beneficial as
depression and anxiety in our generation becomes more widespread
with one in four teens experiencing
symptoms of depression and one in
three teens developing anxiety disorders. The problem arrives when
one pushes things too far.
Though we have the power to
take control of our own lives, that
does not give us permission to
write over the narratives of others.
We can be the main characters of
our own lives without forcing those
around us to take a minor role with
the use of intersubjective sensibility. Keeping in mind that all individuals have their own lives and extending to the concept at hand, that
all individuals are the main charac-

ters of their own lives, prevents us
from exacerbating our selfish tendencies, tendencies that can cause
larger problems.
Moreover, it is also important to
remember that we will still face obstacles and we must deliberate on
how to overcome them. Unfortunately, things may not always work
out perfectly but we still have power over that outcome. We may not
get an A on every test but we can
give it our all, we can work hard
and do well.
Something I also experienced
myself was the feeling that to be
the main character, my life had to
mirror the lives of the most famous
fictional characters. Like Cinderella, I had to have mean step-sisters
or like Harry Potter, I had to have
a mean aunt and uncle. But this I
have found to be untrue. Not just
because the world of literature is
full of main characters who live
lives like mine but also because every story is different. There is no
checklist or steps to becoming the
main character in your own life; it
is simply a shift in one’s mindset.
For many of us, music does not
play as we cross the street. We
do not wrangle dragons or wave
wands. But we can still be in charge
of our own lives. And despite some
of the warnings of “Main Character Syndrome” the core concept is
exciting: We are the main characters of our own life. It is a mindset that shows us our own importance. It is a mindset that shows us
that we have control over our own
destinies.

Since the beginning of the pandemic:

Three in 10 Asian Americans
report having experienced
racial slurs or racist jokes.
35% OF INCIDENTS WERE
REPORTED TO HAVE TAKEN
PLACE AT A BUSINESS.

Chinese is the largest ethnic
group (42.2%) that reports
experiencing hate.
Information by Stop AAPI Hate’s national report
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UConn Women’s Soccer: Huskies defeat Providence
2-0 to enact revenge on the Friars
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
STAFF WRITER
Sebastian.Garay-Ortega@uconn.edu

Forwards Jaydah Bedoya and
Yamilee Eveillard's efforts were

enough to get UConn past the finish line to defeat Providence 2-0 on
Sunday, March 21. The Huskies (52-1, 3-2-1 Big East) returned to winning a ways after last week’s loss to
Georgetown, while the Friars (5-2-0,

The Huskies defeat the Providence Friars 2 - 0 during a warm afternoon game, Sunday, March 21. The first half was scoreless, but UConn
out possed Providence and caplitalized in the second half. PHOTO BY KEVIN
LINDSTROM/THE DAILY CAMPUS

3-2-0 Big East) received their second
overall and conference loss of the
season.
The Joseph J. Morrone Stadium
hosted a Providence team that had
only lost one match on the season
going into the contest. That loss
came against an exceptional undefeated Georgetown squad, and although that loss cannot be excused,
the reality is that defeat on behalf of
the Hoyas was not the worst result
in the world. On the other side was
a UConn team that pushed Georgetown to the limit, as the Huskies
were able to take them to overtime
before they conceded the second
goal to fall by a scoreline of 2-1.
The beginning of the match saw
both sides go back and forth. Providence were able to get off two shots
and win a corner in the opening five
minutes of the contest. It would take
a bit of time for the UConn attack
to wake up, but when it did it was
as ﬂuid as ever. Forward Kess Elmore and defender Jacqueline Harnett got the Huskies’ first two shots
of the match, while Eveillard and
midfielder Emma Zaccagnini also
looked to test the keeper, with their
efforts going just wide of the goal.
Without question, the best opportunity for UConn came in the 32nd
minute, when Zaccagnini found
space and got a shot off that deﬂect-

ed off of the crossbar to deny the
Huskies their first goal of the match.
Bedoya and midfielder Jessica Mazo
also looked to direct their shot into
the back of the net before the half’s
conclusion, but their efforts were to
no avail.
Both goalkeepers came up big
for their respective squads in the
first five minutes of the second half.
UConn goalkeeper Randi Palacios
was able to get her hands on a shot
by Providence midfielder Kristen
Perry to keep the match scoreless.
Then, Friar goalkeeper Emma Bodmer also made a big stop when she
got in the path of a shot by midfielder Lucy Cappadona to keep it from
going into the back of the net.
Palacios would once again come
up big when shxe denied efforts
from Providence forwards Kyla Gallagher in the 52nd minute and Meg
Hughes in the 53rd minute. As if
that wasn’t enough, the UConn goalkeeper also kept out shots from midfielder Chloe Ortolano in the 58th
minute and another shot by Gallagher that came in the 66th minute.
The Husky attack would take the
pressure of their defense by applying some pressure of their own in the
Friars’ final third. Midfielder Cara
Jordan’s shot in the 69th minute vibrated off the crossbar, which once
again denied UConn from taking the

advantage. Despite this, the Huskies
would finally find the breakthrough
a minute later when Jordan found
Bedoya, who snuck it past Bodmer
to find the back of the net to give the
Huskies the 1-0 advantage.
Even with this goal, UConn’s attack did not get complacent. Bedoya
found space and got another shot
off in the 75th minute, which hit
the crossbar to keep the Friars in
the contest. The Huskies’ intensity would pay off in the 85th minute
when forward Jada Konte found
her fellow strike partner Eveillard
for the Huskies’ second goal of the
match.
Although it seemed like there was
no way back for Providence, the Friars were able to win a penalty in the
84th minute. Nonetheless, Palacios’
heroics came into play once again,
as she got a hand to it to kill off any
hope of a comeback for Providence.
UConn will return to action on
Thursday, March 25 at 2 p.m. when
they host Villanova. The Wildcats
(2-6-2, 1-3-2 Big East) held the Huskies to a scoreless draw two weeks
ago, and will look to attain a similar result on Thursday. Conversely,
Providence also gets set to face the
Hoyas (8-0-0, 6-0-0) on Thursday,
as they look to not only get revenge,
but end Georgetown's undefeated
season.

WLAX Recap: Huskies sweep Golden Eagles in weekend series
by Jonathan Synott
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Coming into the weekend, the
Huskies had a lot to be excited
about. For one, they started out the
season hot for the second year in a
row. At the time, they had a 4-2 record, including a big victory against
No. 22 UMass. Another thing to be
excited about was the (re)entrance
into Big East play. UConn really
showed that they belong, winning
two tough games at Marquette (3-5)
to improve to 6-2 on the season.
Game 1: UConn 14,
Marquette 13
In Game 1 on Friday, Lia LaPrise
left her mark, scoring first en route
to a six goal performance and a 1413 team win. Grace Coon added four
goals, a career high, and Sydney
Watson both scored and assisted
twice. Madelyn George and Kate
Shaffer each added a goal as well.
The Huskies led 8-6 at half, but
saw two quick strikes from the
Golden Eagles to tie the game back
up. There were a lot of back and
forth goals, including a very clutch

score from Marquette’s Hannah
Greving to tie the game at 13, but it
was Watson that scored last with
2:42 to go in the game to clinch the
victory. The Golden Eagles did get
a shot opportunity before the final
buzzer, but a nice save by keeper
Landyn White stopped any hopes
of overtime. White finished with six
saves on the day.
Game 2: UConn 18,
Marquette 13
In Game 2 on Sunday, the Huskies were able to create more
breathing room, as they were never behind the entire game. Watson
had five goals, an assist and eight
draw controls to lead the team to a
clean sweep of Marquette. Laprise
had another big day as well, with
three goals and four assists. Coon
put up another impressive four
goal performance in this contest.
She has all but cemented herself as
a fourth consistent scoring option,
behind Watson, LaPrise and freshman Shaffer, who added a goal of
her own.
UConn controlled this game
from the start, jumping out to an
early 7-1 lead with 17 minutes to go

in the first half. With every rally
Marquette would put together, the
Huskies had an answer, keeping
the game far out of reach. They led
by as many as eight goals three different times during the match.
What is interesting about this
matchup is despite UConn’s five
point win, the Huskies trailed the
Golden Eagles in shots, clear percentage and draw controls while
turning the ball over more. UConn just had a better shooting day,
as they converted on 18 of their 23
shots on goal, while Marquette converted only 13 of their 23. Landyn
White was integral in net with 10
saves in the contest.
With the sweep, the Golden Eagles go from 3-3 to 3-5 (0-2 in conference). They hope to rebound at
2-6 Villanova this week. The Huskies had a perfect “welcome back”
weekend, improving to 6-2 (2-0) in
conference, and they continue their
stretch of Big East play at Butler on
both Friday and Sunday. Butler has
struggled out of the gate, and UConn hopes to capitalize with yet another big weekend. With the sweep,
the Huskies are tied for first in the
conference, along with Georgetown
and Denver.

UConn Women’s Lacrosse battled to a 12-11 victory on March 7, over
No. 22 UMass as UConn senior Sydney Watson scored halfway through
the overtime period. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

How crazy was Wilt Chamberlain’s NBA career actually?
by Karthik Iyer

STAFF WRITER
Karthik.iyer@uconn.edu

Michael Jordan is the GOAT. This
opinion has been echoed by so many
fans and NBA personnel that it
has practically become a mantra in
basketball circles and barbershops
worldwide. The Jordan legacy and
brand has become so iconic that it
has become a symbol for the gold
standard. Jordan’s career was about
as close to perfection as one can get
and he was dubbed ‘Black Jesus’ by
many of his contemporaries. However, a lot of people forget that the
NBA greatly predates Jordan’s career. Before his Airness, there was
a new sheriff in the NBA. His name
was Wilt Chamberlain.
To the casual NBA fan, Chamberlain is little more than a statistic god
who never realized his potential as
a winner. While Chamberlain only
won 2 titles in 1967 and 1972, his
career was far more than that. For
starters, Wilt Chamberlain made
the NBA players of his era seem
smaller than the people of Lilliput
in Gulliver’s Travels. He was a physical beast that could have excelled in
nearly any sport, team or individual.
This is because Chamberlain was,
as the people of social media now
say, “built different.” He was 7'1", 275
pounds when the average NBA center was just over 6’9’’ and 225 pounds.
This imposing frame didn’t just give

Wilt’s team an intimidation factor; it
allowed them to abuse the fact they
had one of the strongest players in
NBA history. In his physical prime,
Chamberlain was able to bench
press 550 pounds, 85 pounds more
than the max of Shaquille O'Neal,
who many regard as the most physically dominant player of the modern
era. Had Chamberlain decided that
he did not need a finesse game, the
league would have been as helpless
as me trying to guard LeBron James.
NBA contemporary and coach Jack
McMahon echoed this sentiment,
Wilt CHamberlain PHOTO

saying that "The
best thing that
happened
to
the NBA is
that
God
made Wilt a
nice person ...
he could have
killed us all
with his left
hand."
His other absurd
physical
feats include
running the
100-yard dash
in 10.9 seconds,
throwing a shot

put 56 feet, triple jumping 50 feet
and allegedly holding the highest
vertical in NBA history at 48 inches. One of the most impressive parts
of these acc o mp l i shments, at
least to me
personally, is that
they were
achieved
while wearing converses, a shoe

COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA

that offers next to zero foot support.
To put it very simply, if you go to
your local YMCA and see someone
lacing up a pair of Chuck Taylor
Converses, one of two things are
bound to happen. They are either
gonna play one
game of pickup basketball and
then quit sports altogether or you
are about to be humbled by your local Uncle Drew.
Despite the unfortunate lack of
game film of Chamberlain, multiple celebrities have given the
NBA legend extremely high
praise, validating his statistical output that looks
like an outlier in every category. Widely
acclaimed
bodybuilding specialist
and
award-winning actor Arnold
Schwarzenegger said
he was the strongest
man he had ever
seen. Even the terminator has to give
Chamberlain
his
props, especially after seeing firsthand
that he was able to
perform 180-pound
reps of tricep extensions and lift his
240-pound self with one
arm.
Chamberlain is also on an
extremely short list of athletes that

are Hall of Famers in two different
sports. It is even more impressive
that he ascended the ranks of volleyball so quickly after only being
introduced to the sport professionally at age thirty-seven. He also had
offers from athletics agents and the
NFL, especially after beating alltime great running back Jim Brown
in a race.
While the praises of his athletic
prowess could go on endlessly, it is
time to finally grasp how unstoppable he was against NBA competition.
Chamberlain is the holder of nearly
every scoring record the NBA has
to offer, the first of which was when
he broke the record for rookie scoring with 37.6 ppg, a record that still
stands today. Additionally, he has the
highest scoring average in a season
(50.4), most points in a game (100), is
the only player to score 60+ points in
consecutive games, something he did
four times in a row and would have
the all-time scoring record if he was
focused on just scoring and did not
opt to play volleyball. Chamberlain’s
numbers look almost ironically inﬂated, even in today’s league where
stars are dropping buckets more
regularly than in any previous era
(shameless plug: Find out why in my
last NBA column). Here are some
numbers that juxtapose his scoring
output to his NBA peers.

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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Photo of the Day | It’s all about that aim

The Huskies won 5-0 against Seaton Hall with two of five goals scored by midfielder Jessica Mazo (6) on March 14. The Huskies are scheduled to play their next game against
Georgetown in Washington D.C. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Women’s Basketball Recap: UConn makes statement
win in tournament-opener sans Auriemma
by Benjamin Berg
STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

They won the Big East, they
won the Big East Tournament
and they earned the No. 1 seed in
the NCAA Women’s Basketball
Tournament. They’ve dominated
all season, but there was work to
be done. Now, that work is underway. Sunday, March 21, the UConn Huskies faced off against the
No. 16 High Point Panthers and
earned an emphatic 102-59 victory to send them to the next round
of games.
In her first March Madness
experience, freshman phenom
Paige Bueckers whipped a pass
into the lane to find junior Olivia Nelson-Ododa for an early 2-0
lead that the Huskies would never relinquish. The pair combined
for 23 first half points to put UConn up 29-53 at the break. Unfortunately for UConn, freshman
Nika Muhl, who had carved out a
prominent role for herself in the
starting lineup, put up a shot in
the second quarter and landed
awkwardly on her right ankle on
the way down. She was helped
off the court and did not return, a
devastating blow to the Huskies.
Despite entering the second half

with a 24-point deficit, the Panthers refused to quit. They came
out with a determination and
willed their way to an 8-7 run to
open the 3rd quarter. Eventually
though, the UConn defense tightened up and ultimately cruised to
a 43-point victory.
By the end of the game, Bueckers
had the best scoring NCAA Tournament debut of any freshman
in UConn history with 24 points.
She barely missed out on a double-double as she grabbed nine
rebounds and added six assists,
four steals and two blocks along
the way. Meanwhile, Nelson-Ododa finished with 22 points, seven
rebounds and four assists of her
own. The freshman-junior duo
was dynamic throughout.
Bueckers wasn’t the only freshman with a sparkling tournament
debut, though. 2020-21 Big East
Sixth Woman of the Year Aaliyah
Edwards led the team with 12 rebounds to go along with 17 points.
She was a force and her energetic
play earned compliments from her
teammates. Nelson-Ododa said,
“She was everywhere. Blocked
shots, rebounds, scoring one-onone. She did a great job.”
With head coach Geno Auriemma unable to be with the team due
to a positive COVID-19 diagnosis,

acting head coach Chris Daily improved her all-time coaching record to 11-0 with the win. Daily,
when asked about her team’s play,
gave an answer that would surprise someone who only looked
at the scoresheet, but that would
come as no surprise to those within the UConn locker room. She
said, “Evina Westbrook, in my
mind, was probably the best player of the game for a lot of reasons.”
This is because, though Westbrook scored only 10 points, her
defense was absolutely spectacular. She is the tone-setter for the
ultra-young Huskies who need
every ounce of leadership Westbrook can offer if they hope to win
a National Championship.
According to Daily, Nika Muhl
is still being evaluated, though
she did use crutches to leave the
court. Her teammates are worried and hopeful she can rejoin
the team sooner rather than later. “We just don’t really know
the details,” Nelson-Ododa said.
“We’re praying that she has a very
healthy and speedy recovery for
the games coming up.”
UConn will advance to play the
No. 8 seeded Syracuse on Tuesday, March 23 in the second round
of the tournament. The time of the
game has not yet been announced.

High Point Panthers guard Cydney Johnson (4) shoots the ball
while defended by Huskies guard Paige Bueckers (5) in the first
quarter at Alamodome. PHOTO BY SCOTT WACHTER/USA TODAY

Huskies forward Olivia Nelson-Ododa (20) shoots over High Point Panthers guard Cydney Johnson (4) in
the first quarter at Alamodome. PHOTO BY SCOTT WACHTER/USA TODAY
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Baseball: Rubber game shutout clinches series for Huskies against St. Joseph’s
by Conner Gilson
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

For the first time this season, the
UConn baseball team won a weekend series. It took all three games
to decide it after the Huskies (6-11)
split Friday and Saturday’s matchups with the Hawks, but with a
13-0 rout in Sunday’s rubber game,
UConn is headed back to Storrs
with their first series win of the
year.
Pitching was the name of the
game early in Friday’s series opener, with St Joseph’s (5-2) holding
just a 1-0 lead after three, but a fourrun fourth inning gave the Huskies
a lead they would hold the rest of
the way en route to a 6-4 win.
Kyler Fedko’s bat stayed hot with
a single to start things off in the
fourth, and a Pat Winkel walk and
Reggie Crawford hit set up brother
Christian Fedko with a bases-loaded opportunity that he would not
pass up. The second baseman hit a
bases-clearing double down the left
field line to knock in the three base
runners.
“That was big,” Penders said.
“In that situation we’ve just been
getting a sac ﬂy and you get one.
[That’s] ok but a bases clearing
double when we need it, he’s ready
to hit and hit a shot down the line
and we can score all three guys even
with Pat and Reggie on the bases.”
Christian would later cross home
plate himself after a Ciaran Devenney groundout, extending UConn’s
lead to three and capping off the
four-run frame.
The Hawks put some pressure
on in the sixth after a fielding error knocked in one of three runs
St. Joseph’s would score, but a cou-

UConn Baseball takes home a 9-1 win against Central Connecticut State University in April 2019. This weekend, the baseball team won their first weekend series of 2021. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY
CAMPUS

ple of RBIs from Kevin Ferrer and
Kyler Fedko were enough to push
the Huskies over the hump for just
their first series-opener win on the
year.
The Fedko brothers put in the
work offensively, combining to go
4/8 and knocking in four of UConn’s six runs in the game, but it was
the Huskies’ pitching playing the
largest part in the win.
In his fourth start of the year, Casparius (2-2) looked great through
the first five innings, holding the
Hawks to just one run. He faltered
a bit in the sixth before coming out
in the seventh but would finish the
game with three earned runs and 11
strikeouts — the second time he’s
reached double figures this year —
through 6.2 innings.

Relief pitcher Kenny Haus got
UConn out of trouble with the bases loaded in the seventh before Caleb Wurster earned his first save of
the season pitching a shutout ninth.
“Kenny did a nice job coming in,”
Penders said. “We felt like he could
close it but it was just time to go to
Caleb, and he was already hot so we
let him come in and do his thing.”
UConn’s offense stayed hot in
Saturday’s matchup, but a six-run
inning for the Hawks saw the Huskies loses their seventh game of the
year by one run, this time losing
8-9.
Both sides were quiet to start
the game, with St. Joseph’s leading
2-1 after four innings, but an error
by Christian Fedko proved to be
the difference maker as the Hawks

blew the doors open with a six-run
seventh to extend their lead to seven. But as has been the story all season, the Huskies fought back late.
It was once again Kyler Fedko getting things started for UConn in the
eighth with his third hit on a perfect
4/4 day. He’d get to third base after
Winkel and Christian Fedko also
reached base safely, setting up Reggie Crawford with the bases loaded.
And in a scenario you dream about
as a kid, Crawford went deep, hitting a grand slam to right field to
cut St. Joseph’s lead to three.
A three-run inning in the ninth
would get the Huskies to within
one run, but a Kevin Ferrer groundout ended another disappointing
nailbiter for UConn.
Joe Simeone (0-3) picked up the

loss for UConn, allowing three runs
on three hits through four innings.
It was a solid performance for Simeone, but the sixth inning that saw
three Huskies pitchers give up runs
made the difference.
In Sunday’s rubber game, however, it was UConn from start to finish.
Christian Fedko brought home the
first of his two RBIs in the opening
frame, hitting a single to left field to
score brother Kyler Fedko.
The Huskies would go quiet for
the next two innings before racking
up six runs in innings 4-6, including Winkel’s fourth home run of
the season and Kyler Fedko’s first,
to extend their lead to seven.
Six runs in the final two frames
with RBIs from Winkel, Ferrer,
Christian Fedko and Korey Morton
would push UConn’s lead to 13 in
their most complete performance.
Even more impressive than the
team’s bats was UConn’s pitching,
in particular from starter Austin
Peterson. The junior had the best
game of his UConn career, throwing 7.1 shutout innings, giving up
just two hits and striking out eight.
“[Austin] was just awesome,”
Penders said. “When we scored it
was maybe a 30-second inning after
we went up 4-0. He was a lot of fun
to watch today and he was having
fun too.”
Justin Willis rounded out the
eighth before Crawford closed out
the game with a 1-2-3 ninth inning
that made him look like as valuable
a piece of this bullpen as any.
This was exactly the sort of game
the Huskies needed to have after
their rough start to the season,
and with their next three series
at home, they’ll look to carry this
momentum and turn their season
around.

Men’s Soccer: 10-man UConn fall to St. John’s
by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

The UConn Huskies loses to the St. John’s Thunderbirds with a final
score of 0-1. UConn struggled to make a goal with Felix Metzler
(8), Maxwell De-Bodene (12) and Moussa Wade (11) taking blocked
shots. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG,ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Following their two-week hiatus
on the pitch, UConn resumed their
Big East campaign against rivals
St. John’s. Redemption was sought
from the hosts following the 2-0
defeat they suffered on the road on
March 3, but instead they faced a 1-0
defeat at Morrone Stadium.
This is now the third time UConn (1-3-1, 0-3-1 Big East) has lost this
season, and marks the fourth game
in a row they haven’t been able to
convert a goal. It also adds another
win to St. John’s (5-4,3-4 Big East)
history against the Huskies, with a
record of 17-14-5.
Defensively, the Huskies looked
strong in the opening minutes of the
match. With the Red Storm having
opportunities from set pieces and
open plays, UConn’s backline was
able to intervene. On the other hand,
UConn’s attack struggled to create
chances, only appearing in the Red

Storm’s final third of the pitch three
times before a penalty was given to
the home side after St. John’s Matt
Chandler pushed Okem Chime in
the box.
A crucial opportunity for the
Huskies to end their goalless spell
appeared as Moussa Wade went to
take the penalty from the spot in the
21st minute. Unfortunately, the Red
Storm keeper went in the same direction as Wade’s shot, and the game
remained 0-0.
About 10 minutes later, the Red
Storm were awarded a penalty after
UConn’s Josh Morgan shoved Wesley Leggett in the box. Following the
penalty call, Morgan was shown an
immediate red card, forcing UConn
down to 10 men. Midfielder Einar
Lye went up to the penalty spot and
converted the lone goal of the match.
The Huskies nearly equalized
before the half-time whistle. Defender Ahdan Tait played the ball
on the left hand side, dribbling past
St. John’s backline. Taking the shot
with his left foot, Tait managed to hit

the outside of the near post.
The visitors received more opportunities in the second half. One of
the closest chances came in the 57th
minute after Tait lost his touch on the
ball, giving the possession away to
the Red Storm. On the attack, Matt
Forster saw his chance on the left
side of the pitch, but Jahmali Waite
was able to snatch it off the ground.
At the death of the full 90, St.
John’s saw another golden opportunity to secure their back-to-back
win against the Huskies. With Felix Metzler losing his touch on the
ball, Red Storm’s Lye went on the
counter and saw Josiah Crawford
for the through-pass. Crawford took
a ground shot but hit the bottom of
the far post.
UConn had a chance to equalize
once more minutes earlier. Off a free
kick in the 81st minute, Felix Metzler
took a shot from distance but managed to be inches wide off the net.
The Huskies will remain in
Storrs for their matchup against the
Georgetown Hoyas on Wednesday.

Softball: UConn claims victory in series against Creighton University
by Ashton Stansel
STAFF WRITER
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Over the weekend, the University of Women’s softball team
took on the Creighton University
Bluejays from Omaha, Nebraska in a three-game series. It followed the Huskies win over the
University of Rhode Island Rams
on Wednesday in a one-game series that gave the Huskies their
seventh win of the season.
The Bluejays and the Huskies
played three games over two days,
two on Saturday and one on Sunday. The series marked the beginning of Big East play for the Huskies this year, although they’ve
already played a few series. They
split the Saturday games one and
one; the Bluejays claimed game
one, while the Huskies bounced
back and took game two.
Game one was relatively close.
Pitcher Payton Kinney went
through the first three innings
without giving up a run, before
giving up one in the fourth and
one in the fifth. The Huskies

managed one in the top of the seventh on the back of a home run
by senior Briana Marcelino, but
weren’t able to chain that success
into another run and dropped the
game 1-2.
Game two, which took place
right after game one, was pitched
by sophomore Meghan O’Neil
for the Huskies and sophomore
Mikayla Santa Cruz for the Bluejays. The Huskies bounced back
after their close defeat earlier
in the day, scoring nine
runs for only
the
second time
this season, the
first being
their
We d n e s d a y
game against the Rams.
O’Neil gave up just one
run, a homer to Creighton’s
Madeline Vejvoda in the bottom
of the third. It was a good run,
but a hollow effort as their team
gave up nine runs including four
homeruns.
The star of the game was with-

out a doubt Devon Cassanza. The
senior pitcher scored two homers
in the game, one in the third and
one in the fourth. Her teammates
Jana Sanden and Briana Marcelino scored another home run each,
Marcelino’s second of the day.
O’Neil also dominated. She
only gave up one run, pitching
the full seven innings
and securing
three strikeouts along with
just one walk. It was
an impressive performance that notched
the sophomore her
fifth win of the
season, out of
just eight games
won by the end
of Saturday.
On Sunday, the Huskies and
Bluejays faced off one more time
in their final game of the series,
a decider that would determine
who won. Kinney was on the
mound again for most of the
game, pitching six innings while

O’Neil came in in the end to finish
off the game with one.
It was a very high-scoring game
throughout. Creighton scored
in the first on the back of a bases-loaded walk. The score stayed
at 1-0 Creighton
until the third inning, where the
Huskies claimed
three runs on the back
of a three-run homer by Sanden,
her third of the season. She’d add
a fourth in the sixth, her third in
this series, and helped cement
the 10-5 victory for the Huskies.
She ended the game with six
RBIs, two homers and a walk in
three at bats.
Despite O’Neil’s struggle on the
mound, she gave up four runs
and two homers, she still performed well enough for the rest
of the team to take the game by
the reins and run with it. It was
a battle of home runs; the teams
combined for five in the game and
eight of the Huskies’ 10 runs came
from home runs as did three of
Creighton’s five runs.
Despite a home run in the sev-

enth that brought the score to a
five-run gap, Creighton was unable to complete the monumental comeback and the Huskies
claimed a win in their first Big
East series of the season. It was a
good start to that part of the season for the team, who has struggled so far and now sits at a 9-10
record, a 2-1 record in Big East
play.
Now, the Huskies return to
Connecticut, where they’ll play
their first home game of the season on Wednesday against Central Connecticut State University.
That will lead into a weekend of
games against Butler University,
a set of three games which will
also take place at home.
For the Huskies, those games
will mark their first chances to
perform at home after their series against Georgetown was cancelled a week ago. It will be their
chance to get above a .500 record
for the first time in a while, and to
show that even though the season
may have started with a struggle,
this is still a good softball team.
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Men’s Basketball: Season ends in disappointment as
Huskies lose to Maryland in NCAA Tournament
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

UConn’s first March Madness
game in five years didn’t go quite
how the team and its fans hoped.
The No. 7 seeded Huskies lost to the
No. 10 seeded Maryland Terrapins
63-54, marking UConn’s first loss in
the Round of 64 since 2012 and only
its second loss ever in that round.
The Terrapins (17-13) were simply the better team at Mackey Arena in West Lafayette on Saturday
night. They shot 9-for-18 from
3-point range and over 51% overall.
“Big credit to Maryland,” UConn
head coach Dan Hurley said after
the game. “I thought those guys,
in particular offensively, played a
great first 28 to 30 minutes. Shot
the cover off it. I think they showed
their experience, their quality.”
The Huskies (15-8) meanwhile
had a really difficult time scoring the
basketball. The first half was potentially one of the ugliest halves of basketball that UConn played all year.
The team shot 9-for-39 (23.1%) from
the field and had more rebounds
(28) than points (22). They couldn’t
hit any shot whether it came from
three feet away or 30 feet.
“When you get 18 offensive rebounds in the first half and you
miss that amount of layups at the
rim, I think it had a demoralizing
effect on us,” Hurley said.
The second half was better, and
UConn made it interesting, cutting
the lead down to five with three minutes left. But UConn still finished by
shooting just 32% with more offen-

sive rebounds (22) than field goals
made (21). Senior Isaiah Whaley,
who finished what could have been
his final game with six points, seven rebounds and two blocks, said it
was frustrating to dominate the way
the Huskies did on the glass and not
see the results on the scoreboard.

Sophomore James Bouknight
struggled for the second game in a
row in what was probably his last
game at UConn as well. He led the
Huskies with 15 points, but he shot
just 6-for-16 and he missed a few
crucial free throws toward the end
that could have extended the game.

bit indecisive at times tonight.”
Bouknight is a potential lottery
pick in this year’s NBA Draft and
will almost definitely not return to
UConn next year. But Hurley made
sure to note how important he has
been to rebuilding the program.
The story of the game though

UConn players huddle up in the first round of the 2021 NCAA Division. The No. 7 seeded Huskies lost to the
No. 10 seeded Maryland Terrapins 63-54, marking UConn’s first loss in the Round of 64 since 2012 and only
its second loss ever in that round. PHOTO BY ANDY HANCOCK/NCAA PHOTOS

“It’s really frustrating when
you get a lot of offensive rebounds
and not really a lot of points from
it, so that was really frustrating,”
Whaley said. “But I’m proud of
my team for being tough and keep
offensive rebounding though.”

“James is a sophomore player,
which is still a young player in college basketball,” Hurley said. “This
was a big spot … Those guys for the
most part who were guarding him
today were physical juniors and
seniors, and I think he was a little

was the discrepancy in shooting.
Maryland let UConn get back in
it late, but overall it was a terrific
performance from the Terrapins.
Junior guard Eric Ayala led the
way with 23 points on 8-for-14
shooting, and he caused a real

matchup problem for UConn.
“We were scared about what he
was going to be able to do against
us,” Hurley said. “We knew he
was going to be a problem, and he
was exactly what we thought he
was going to be.”
Maryland’s other junior guard,
Aaron Wiggins, also had a big night
with 14 points, and he knocked
down four 3-pointers. UConn
didn’t have anybody to match
Maryland’s shooters. R.J. Cole hit a
few threes and Jalen Gaffney made
some big plays late to keep UConn
in it, but it wasn’t enough.
Despite the tough loss to end it,
Hurley and Whaley both see this
season as a positive overall, with
the program getting back to national relevance after a few dark years.
“I view it as a big step, especially
for the program,” Whaley said. “I’m
proud of everybody for sticking to
it. We went through a lot this year,
especially with the COVID pauses,
and everybody was going through
stuff individually. But we stuck
through it and we kept fighting.
I see this as a big step for the program and it’s only up from here.”
Now, it’s time to take the next step.
“Obviously the next hill that
you must climb when you’re the
head coach at UConn is to consistently be at the top of your league,
consistently be in this tournament
and have your team advancing in
this tournament,” Hurley said.
“We’re not there yet.”
The climb continues, but this
season was an important one for
getting UConn basketball back
where it belongs.

Men’s Basketball Notebook: It turns out shooting is important
For the entire season, UConn’s
Achilles' heel has been shooting. It
sounds so simple — to win games, the
ball needs to go through the hoop. But
it was never really that simple for the
Huskies.
UConn never was an elite shooting
team. UConn oftentimes wasn’t even
a good shooting team. At the end of
the day though, despite never developing a consistent scoring presence,
the Huskies managed to not only win
consistently but be one of the best
teams in the Big East. Saturday, however, the shooting struggles just became too much to overcome.
“I mean, I think it was a tough
matchup for us,” UConn head coach
Dan Hurley said. “We struggled
against teams that switch a lot. There's
not a script when teams switch. It becomes a matchup ball. And just didn't
have a lot of guys that could really win
one-on-one matchups.”
The first half was the stuff of nightmares for UConn. The Huskies took
39 shots … and made just nine of them.
9-for-39. That’s a 23.1% shooting percentage. UConn got so many shots
because the Huskies absolutely dominated the offensive glass, grabbing 18
offensive rebounds — but those turned
into just nine second-chance points.
“When you get 18 offensive rebounds in the first half and you miss
that amounts of layups at the rim, I
think it had a demoralizing effect on
us,” Hurley said.
UConn had the height advantage

and it showed in the rebounding column, just not the points one. When
you’re getting a lot of offensive rebounds, it means you’re missing a
lot of shots.
“It's really frustrating,” UConn
senior Isaiah Whaley said. “A lot of

offensive rebounds and not really a
lot of points from it. So that was really frustrating. But I'm proud of my
team for being tough and keep on offensive rebounding, though.”
The three-point shooting was marginally better, going 4-for-12 from deep,

Andre Jackson (44) of the Huskies defends against the shot of Galin
Smith (30) of the Maryland Terrapins during the first half of the first
round of the 2021 NCAA Division. PHOTO BY ANDY HANCOCK/NCAA PHOTOS
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but it was dwarfed by the Terps shooting 6-for-8 from three in the same span.
Not only was second-chance scoring a major problem, but the Huskies
also had a hard time taking advantage of Maryland turnovers. Despite
forcing five turnovers in the first half,
UConn had just three points off those
turnovers. Maryland, after forcing six
turnovers, had 10 points off of them in
the first half.
Things got a bit better for UConn in
the second half and the shooting was
actually on the good side. The Huskies went 12-for-26 from the field and
9-for-15 on two-point shots after going
5-for-27 from inside the arc in the first
half. The three-point shooting just
wasn’t where it needed to be to stage a
comeback though, going 3-for-11 from
deep.
It wasn’t ever enough to even bring
it back to a one-score game, as the
closest UConn got was within five —
and it went right back to nine about 40
seconds later.
UConn had no particular standout
player. Whaley and Jalen Gaffney
had solid games, but really, no one
player could outweigh the team-wide
struggles.
Even James Bouknight, who very
well could have just played his last
game in a UConn jersey, didn’t have
the night expected of him. He still led
the team in scoring with 15 points, but
did so on just 6-of-16 shooting from
the field, 1-of-6 shooting from three
and 2-of-6 shooting from the freethrow line.
However, a lot of that had to do
with the way the Terps defended him,
rarely letting him get into the paint

without being mobbed, preventing
him from ever getting into a rhythm.
Yes, Bouknight didn’t play particularly well, but Maryland and Big Ten
Defensive Player of the Year Darryl
Morsell made it extremely difficult for
him, and that has to be acknowledged.
“James is a young player. James is
a sophomore player, which is still a
young player in college basketball,”
Hurley said. “This was a big spot.
Morsell is an excellent defender.
Those guys he's playing with at Maryland, those guys for the most part who
were guarding today him were physical juniors and seniors. I think he was
a little bit indecisive at times tonight.”
This game has a lot of parallels to
UConn’s first loss of the season, the
overtime thriller to Creighton, as well
as UConn’s loss to the Bluejays in the
Big East tournament semifinals.
In the tournament just over a
week ago, the Huskies went the final 6:08 without making a field goal.
Just like against Maryland, shooting
let them down.
In the first loss of the season, it was
less shooting and more free throws
that were the downfall. UConn had
a chance to ice the game at the freethrow line but missed both, allowing
Creighton to push the game to overtime and eventually win. Saturday,
the Huskies were 5-for-12 from the
charity stripe. While that’s far from
the only reason UConn lost, it made
it that much more difficult to make up
for the shooting deficiencies.
When it comes down to it, you can’t
win if you don’t make shots.
On Saturday, UConn didn’t make
shots.
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