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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 8:47 p.m. on Mar. 24

*positive test results

42

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

255

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

Thursday, March 25, 2021

283

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

183 Cumulative
Staff Cases*

USG Senate elects new Chief Diversity Officer
by Alison Cross

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
alison.cross@uconn.edu

With a 25-3 vote in a special election
Wednesday night, the University of
Connecticut Undergraduate Student
Government Senate elected Michael
Christy as the new USG Chief Diversity Officer following former CDOelect B Diaz’s resignation March 10.
Christy, a fourth-semester political
science major and a USG associate
justice, said he is ready to foster an inclusive community in USG.

“We cannot hear,
learn and accept
one another if
we do not build a
community that
allows us to be
vulnerable with
each other about
our experiences.”
MICHAEL CHRISTY

“We cannot hear, learn and accept
one another if we do not build a community that allows us to be vulnerable with each other about our experiences,” Christy said. “Each of us
deserves an equal and just chance in
achieving anything we set our minds
to, today we look forward to a brighter future.”
Diaz, a seventh-semester political
science major and former USG CDOelect, strongly endorsed Christy’s
candidacy.

“I am deeply grateful for his service, courage and commitment to
giving a voice to those who too often
go unseen and unheard,” Diaz said.
“Although I did not have the strength
to serve the student body as CDO of
USG at this time, I am so proud of Michael and I just trust and know that
he will deliver.”
Christy ran against Guillmar Valle, a fourth-semester chemical engineering major who was endorsed by
the current CDO Damani Douglas, a
sixth-semester political science and
communication double major.
Dibran Trepca, the runner-up in
the original CDO election who won
364 write-in votes to Diaz’s 1,631, received a nomination for the special
election and had previously issued an
official candidate statement. However, Trepca did not attend Wednesday
night’s meeting and failed to accept
his nomination.
A handful of senators abstained
from the vote and questioned the validity of the special election. Under the
original USG bylaws, Trepca as the
runner-up would become CDO elect
in the event of a resignation. But after
Diaz’s resignation, the USG Judiciary
changed the bylaws so a vacancy of
the CDO elect position would be decided by a two-thirds senate majority.
As an associate justice, Christy
participated in the ruling to invalidate Trepca’s assumption of the CDO
seat. Christy said he did not decide
to run for CDO until after the official
ruling when fellow students encouraged him to pursue the position. He
said upon making that decision, he
recused himself from any decision
pertaining to the CDO election.

UConn USG annouces the special election for the CDO’s position in light of the recent resignation of
the CDO elect during March 24th at 6:30pm. On Wednesday, March 24, with a 25-3 vote, USG reached
a decision to elect Michael Chrisy as the new USG CDO.

See USG, p. 2
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Students reflect on their satisfaction
Weather
with dining hall food for the 2020-21 year

Whitney Dining Hall is a close place for East Campus students to grab a meal from. Recently, students
at UConn were asked to reflect on their satisfaction with the dining hall food from over the past year.
PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Thomas Alvarez
STAFF WRITER
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

Twenty-one University of Connecticut students — 12 in their second year, eight in their third and one
in their fourth — answered a Daily
Campus survey about their opinions regarding on-campus dining in
comparison to previous years.

For more...

Students were asked about their
favorite dining hall before the
COVID-19 pandemic. Of the available choices, Whitney received the
most votes with five. Following this,
South and Putnam received four
votes each and Towers received
three.
Juliette Grossman Smisek, a
fourth-semester journalism ma-
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COMMON SENSE | PAGE 4
What about our Latinx
communities?

jor, said Whitney was her favorite
dining hall before the COVID-19
pandemic because of the various
options it offered. She cited diverse vegetarian options and customization as two of the dining
hall’s strengths.
“Whitney had lots of vegetarian
and fresh options and great customization because of the pasta
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bars, mac and cheese bars, etc.,”
Grossman Smisek said.
Following this, students were
asked about their favorite dining
halls during the COVID-19 pandemic. Topping the results were seven
responses that indicated no strong
preference, six that gave preference
for South and four votes for Putnam.
Grossman Smisek was the only
student who voted for North, and
she said it was because it was the
only dining hall that consistently
served food she enjoyed. She said
she was at times happy to be in quarantine because she was then allowed
to go to North.
“I can’t go to North because it’s
quarantine only, but it’s the only
dining hall with consistently good
options,” Grossman Smisek said.
“Fall semester, before it turned into
quarantine dining, it was my only
go-to living at Busby, and I was happy to be in quarantine just because
of getting to eat there instead of having to go to Northwest.”
To conclude the survey, the students were asked to rate their experience with dining halls in comparison to previous years from
significantly better to significantly
worse. Of the 21 respondents, 10 said
the food was slightly worse than in
previous years, 10 said it was significantly worse and one student gave
no response because of their move
to off-campus housing.
The Daily Campus
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An evening with the “Jessie” star

Huskies crush Blue Devils in
10-2 victory in first game at
Burrill

Thursday 3/25

Rain Showers

Friday 3/26

Rain Showers

Tweet of the Day
Davis Peng
@peng_davis
When will @UConn get an anime
opening?
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News
NEW USG CHIEF DIVERSITY OFFICER
USG, cont. from p. 1
Christy emphasized that the
reason for the special election
was the harassment Diaz faced.
“What we all witnessed and
happened to B Diaz should never
happen to anyone, and to speak
honestly, none of us should be
running for this position today
in this capacity because the truth
is a woman of color should be
next in line to taking this seat,”
Christy said.
Christy is a founding member of POWER UP Connecticut
and the president of the UConn
chapter. According to the UConn chapter’s Instagram page,
POWER UP is focused on “giving voices to the unheard BIPOC
students at UConn and educating our community on current
injustices around the world.”
In the fall, Christy also helped
organize the vigil for Breonna
Taylor on the Student Union
Lawn. Christy said he also par-

ticipates in the UConn branch of
the NAACP and UConn Collaborative Organizing. According
to the UConn branch’s UConntact page, it works to “mobilize
for diversity, equity, and climate
action” and “resist institutional
racism, sexism, xenophobia, and
Islamophobia.”
As CDO, Christy will be responsible for promoting diversity and equality within USG
and the UConn undergraduate
population. According to the
USG constitution, the CDO leads
USG’s Diversity and Outreach
Commission; issues formal bias
responses to the student body;
records USG diversity statistics; works to reach underrepresented groups during elections;
approves or vetoes new hires,
nominations, appointments and
terminations; investigates bias
allegations within USG; and, if
necessary, recommends sanctions for perpetrators.

Torch relay for Tokyo Olympics
kicks off its 121-day journey
TOKYO (AP) — The torch relay for
Decked out in a white track suit,
the postponed Tokyo Olympics be- she carried the torch out of the J-Vilgan its 121-day jourlage indoor soccer
ney across Japan
training center and
on Thursday and is “The torch of
was surrounded by
headed toward the
14 other members
opening ceremony Tokyo 2020 will
of the team and
in Tokyo on July 23. become a bright
coach Norio SasaThe relay began
ki at the rear. They
in
northeastern light for hope for
were also decked
Fukushima prefec- Japanese citizens
out in white track
ture, the area that
suits.
was
devastated and citizens in the
The ceremony
by the 2011 earth- world and a light
was closed to the
quake,
tsunami
public because of
and the meltdown at the end of the
the fear of spreadof three nuclear tunnel. ”
ing COVID-19 but
reactors.
About
was streamed live.
18,000 died in the SEIKO HASHIMOTO
“The torch of
tragedy,
Tokyo 2020 will
The first runner
become a bright
with the torch was
light for hope for
Azusa Iwashimizu, a key player in Japanese citizens and citizens in the
the Japan team that won the Women’s world and a light at the end of the
World Cup in 2011.
tunnel,” said Seiko Hashimoto, the

president of the local organizing
committee and a former Olympian
herself.
Homare Sawa, the biggest star on
the 2011 team, missed the ceremony.
She is being treated for a condition
affecting her inner ear and had to
withdraw from the event.
Local organizers and the International Olympic Committee hope
the relay will turn public opinion in
Japan in favor of the Olympics. Sentiments expressed in polls in Japan
so far are overwhelmingly negative
with about 80% suggesting another
delay or cancellation.
The relay and the Olympics both
stir fear that the events could spread
the virus. There is also opposition
to the soaring cost of staging the
Olympics, now put officially at $15.4
billion. Several audits suggest it’s
twice that much and a University
of Oxford study says these are the
most expensive Olympics on record.

Grocery store worker narrowly escaped gunman’s notice

A mourner places a rose amid bouquets around a police cruiser
in tribute of police officer Eric Talley, who was one of 10 victims
in Monday’s mass shooting at a King Soopers grocery store,
Wednesday, March 24, 2021, in Boulder, Colo.
PHOTO BY DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP

“I just really am
having a hard time
understanding
why me and my
friends deserve to
die.”
EMILY GIFFEN

BOULDER, Colo. (AP) — An employee of the Colorado supermarket
where a gunman killed 10 people
watched as the assailant opened fire
and narrowly escaped his notice
while joining with other bystanders
in a desperate scramble to get away.
Emily Giffen, 27, was smoking outside the store Monday during a break
when she heard multiple loud pops
that she knew were not fireworks.
She said she saw a man running

across an intersection suddenly fall
over and another man approach him
in a crouch and fire several rounds at
close range.
“I don’t know how he didn’t see us,”
she said of the suspect, who walked
right by her before she ran into the
King Soopers store and out the back.
Newly fallen snow made people trip
and slip as they tried to escape, she
said, showing a large bruise on her
arm that she said happened when
someone stepped on her.
“I just really am having a hard
time understanding why me and my
friends deserve to die,” she said, wondering why the gunman chose to target the Boulder store specifically. “It
doesn’t seem personal, so I don’t quite
get why we pulled that lottery ticket.”
Giffen made the comments
Wednesday in an interview with
The Associated Press as families
mourned the dead and multiple
law enforcement agencies pressed
ahead with what they said would be
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a monthslong investigation. They revealed no new details but said a statement would be issued later in the day.
The 21-year-old suspect, Ahmad Al
Aliwi Alissa, was in jail and scheduled to make his first court appearance Thursday on murder charges.
No lawyer was listed for Alissa in
court records.
Meanwhile, hundreds of people
paid their respects at a growing makeshift memorial near the supermarket,
adorning it with wreaths, candles,
banners reading “#Boulderstrong”
and 10 crosses with blue hearts and
the victims’ names.
Several community vigils were
planned to honor the victims. The
Boulder Police Department invited
the public to show support for Officer
Eric Talley, who was killed, by witnessing a police procession Wednesday as his body was taken from the
coroner’s office to a funeral home in
the Denver suburb of Aurora.
Red and blue lights flashed along
a parkway as dozens of officers
from Boulder and neighboring departments stood at attention. When
the hearse passed, the officers saluted as one shouted, “Attention!”
One person held an American flag.
Talley, 51, was the first officer to
arrive at the scene. He had seven
children, ages 7 to 20.
The other victims were Denny
Stong, 20; Neven Stanisic, 23; Rikki
Olds, 25; Tralona Bartkowiak, 49;
Suzanne Fountain, 59; Teri Leiker,
51; Kevin Mahoney, 61; Lynn Murray, 62; and Jodi Waters, 65.
Olds, Leiker and Stong worked at
the supermarket.
Kim Cordova, president of the
United Food and Commercial
Workers Local 7, which represents
more than 30 store employees, said
they did their best to get customers
to safety.
“They grabbed everybody they

could, and they brought them to
the backroom or to other areas of
the store to hide, or got them out
through the back dock,” Cordova
said.
On Facebook posts and in an
interview, Giffen said her friends
deserved better, not to die at work
while doing their jobs.
“This guy, he went hunting in
a barrel full of fish. Nobody was
prepared to fight back. No one was
even prepared to hide,” she said.
“It’s just the fear like, where do you,
where do I ever feel safe?”
Giffen, who said she has worked
at the King Soopers for three years,
described a close-knit community
where she chats with customers
and remembers their bagel orders
from when she worked at a nearby
bagel place.
On the neighborhood-based social media app Nextdoor, Giffen
watched as people asked about her

People look on as a procession of emergency vehicles heads down
Foothills Parkway to lead a hearse carrying the body of a Boulder,
Colo. Boulder Police Department Officer Eric Talley, who was killed
responding to the shooting attack on Monday, March 22.
PHOTO BY DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP
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co-workers by name, listing them
one by one to find out if they were
all right.
“It was so beautiful to see all of
these people who live right here
with me actually acknowledge individual people’s names,” she said.
“They don’t just know us as their
employees. We’re a part of their
community.”
The attack was the nation’s deadliest mass shooting since a 2019
assault on a Walmart in El Paso,
Texas, where a gunman killed 22
people. It was also the seventh
mass killing this year in the U.S.,
following the March 16 shooting
that left eight people dead at three
Atlanta-area massage businesses,
according to a database compiled
by the AP, USA Today and Northeastern University.
It follows a lull in mass killings
last year during the coronavirus
pandemic.

Prefer to read our content online?
Check out our website at dailycampus.
com and follow us on social media.
Instagram/Twitter - The_DailyCampus
Facebook - The Daily Campus

Want to write or photograph for
The Daily Campus ?
The Daily Campus welcomes writers and photographers of
all backgrounds, interests, majors and levels of experience.
To get involved, it’s as easy as attending virtual section meetings
on Sunday nights, links available on our website, or reaching out
to an email below:

News - 5 p.m.
news@dailycampus.com
Opinion - 5 p.m.
opinion@dailycampus.com
Life - 6 p.m.
life@dailycampus.com

Sports - 7 p.m.
sports@dailycampus.com
Photo - 9 p.m.
photo@dailycampus.com
Video - 7 p.m.
photo@dailycampus.com

For more information about getting involved as an editorial,
business or digital employee:
Editorial · managingeditor@dailycampus.com
Business · businessmanager@dailycampus.com
Digital · digital@dailycampus.com

03

Thursday, March 25, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Biden taps VP Harris to lead
CEO says Harry
hire is a natural fit, response to border challenges
not a publicity stunt

In this Jan. 16, 2020, file photo, Britain’s Prince Harry arrives in
the gardens of Buckingham Palace in London. Prince Harry has
joined the corporate world as employee coaching and mental
health firm BetterUp Inc.’s Chief Impact Officer.
PHOTO FROM FILE/AP

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The
CEO of BetterUp Inc. said Wednesday that he hired Prince Harry as
an executive because of his tenacious advocacy for the kind of mental health services that his firm provides, and the publicity brought by
the move is merely a perk.
Chief Executive Alexi Robichaux
spoke to The Associated Press a day
after the announcement that the
Duke of Sussex will play the specially created role of chief impact
officer at the San Francisco-based
BetterUp, which sells companies
employee coaching and mental
health help.
“Prince Harry has been one of
the fiercest advocates for mental
wellness or mental fitness for many
years,” Robichaux said, citing Harry’s work for organizations like

Head Fit, a service he launched in
partnership with the U.K. Ministry of Defense. “This has been a big
part of his personal life’s journey
and his personal life’s mission.”
It doesn’t hurt, he conceded, that
Harry is among the world’s most famous men, who seems to constantly be making news along with his
wife, Meghan Markle.
“It’s awesome. I mean, look, we’ll
take the press, it certainly helps,” he
said. But was quick to add, “that’s
not the driving motivation here.”
Robichaux said the role emerged
out of months of conversations he
and Harry had after they were introduced by an unnamed mutual
friend who rightly thought the two
thought alike.
“There was a lot of energy and
enthusiasm on both sides around

“Prince Harry has been one of the fiercest
advocates for mental wellness or mental
fitness for many years. This has been a big
part of his personal life’s journey and his
personal life’s mission.”
ALEXI ROBICHAUX

this mission of how could we use
technology, how could we use science, how could we use human
experts to help people go through
a personal growth and transformation journey?” Robichaux said.
“And so that was the start.”
The pandemic has kept him from
meeting Harry in person, however,
and that might not happen soon.
The company, whose work deals in
helping employees via text and video conference, is naturally friendly
to working remotely even under
normal circumstances, and that’s

EVENTS

what Harry will primarily do.
The Duke of Sussex will not have
an office at the company’s San Francisco headquarters or have employees who report directly to him, Robichaux said.
“He will come into offices and
attend company events, once that’s
safe and things reopen,” Robichaux
said.
He said said he’s not worried
about the practicalities of having a
prince roaming the halls or appearing at meetings, and that he won’t
use any royal titles.

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden has tapped Vice
President Kamala Harris to lead the
White House effort to tackle the migration challenge at the U.S. southern border and work with Central
American nations to address root
causes of the problem.
Biden made the announcement
as he and Harris met at the White
House on Wednesday with Health
and Human Services Secretary
Xavier Becerra, Homeland Security Secretary Alejandra Mayorkas
and other immigration advisers to
discuss the increase in migrants,
including many unaccompanied
minors, arriving at the border in recent weeks.
In delegating the matter to Harris, Biden is seeking to replicate
a dynamic that played out when
he served as President Barack
Obama’s vice president. Obama
turned to Biden in his first term to
lead the White House effort to draw
down U.S. troops in Iraq and oversee implementation of stimulus in
response to the Great Recession.
“When she speaks, she speaks
for me,” Biden said, noting her past
work as California’s attorney general makes her specially equipped to
lead the administration’s response.
Biden, who has faced stiff criticism from Republicans over the increased flow of migrants, is hoping
to show Americans he’s taking the
situation at the border seriously. He
also wants to prevent the growing
humanitarian and political challenge from overshadowing his administration’s ambitious legislative
agenda.
But the high-profile assignment
for Harris, who ran for the Democratic presidential nomination in
2020 and is expected to run for the
White House again in the future,
could be politically fraught.
“Needless to say, the work will
not be easy,” Harris said. “But it is
important work.”
Harris is tasked with overseeing diplomatic efforts to deal with
issues spurring migration in the
Northern Triangle countries of El
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, as well as pressing them to
strengthen enforcement on their
own borders, administration officials said. She’s also tasked with
developing and implementing a
long-term strategy that gets at the
root causes of migration from those

“Some of the risk
versus reward
depends to some
extent on the
vice president’s
relationship with
the president.”
JOEL GOLDSTEIN

A migrant child sleeps on the shoulder of a woman at an intake
area after turning themselves in upon crossing the U.S.-Mexico
border, early Wednesday, March 24, 2021, in Roma, Texas. A surge
of migrants on the Southwest border has the Biden administration
on the defensive.
PHOTO BY JULIO CORTEZ/AP

countries.
president only to take the spot himBiden suggested President Don- self, carved out what was seen by
ald Trump’s decision to cut $450 many critics as a shadow presidenmillion funding in 2019 to the re- cy in which he had an outsized ingion was partly to blame for the fluence on shaping Bush’s national
situation.
security policies.
Among
the
And Gore faced
other reasons for
headwinds
from
the current in- “Needless to say,
Republicans
in
crease: the thouCongress who were
sands of Central the work will not
reluctant to give
American
mi- be easy, but it is
him a win ahead of
grants already
his
unsuccessful
stuck at the bor- important work.”
2000 run for the
der for months VICE PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS White House.
and the per“Some of the risk
sistent scourge
versus reward deof gang violence
pends to some exafflicting the Northern Triangle tent on the vice president’s relationcountries.
ship with the president,” Goldstein
Still, the numbers of both unac- said. “Whether or not the president
companied minors and families had their back. Whether the presiencountered at the border are low- dent’s going to allow you to be in a
er than they were at various points position to accomplish things and
during the Trump administration, be perceived to accomplish things.”
including in spring 2019.
Biden made the announcement
For Harris, the assignment gives as a delegation of White House offiher the first big opportunity to step cials and members of Congress was
to the front of the stage on a matter traveled to the southern border on
of enormous consequence for the Wednesday to tour a facility in Caradministration. As the first Black rizo Springs, Texas, where more
woman elected vice president, than 750 migrant teenagers are beHarris arrived on the job as a trail- ing held.
blazer. It has remained opaque how
The Biden administration has in
Biden would utilize her.
recent weeks moved to open more
The move echoes not only than 10,000 new beds across the
Obama’s decision to deputize Southwest in convention centers
Biden but also Trump naming and former oilfield camps. It notiVice President Mike Pence to lead fied Congress on Wednesday that it
his coronavirus task force and will open a new 3,000-person facilPresident Bill Clinton handing ity in San Antonio and a 1,400-perVice President Al Gore environ- son site at the San Diego convenmental and technology portfolios tion center. HHS is also opening a
early in his presidency.
second site in Carrizo Springs and
It’s been a mixed bag for vice received approval from the Defense
presidents in recent history who Department Wednesday to begin
have been made the point person housing teenagers at military bases
on delicate matters, said Joel Gold- in San Antonio and El Paso, Texas.
stein, the author of “The White
While acknowledging a “big
House Vice Presidency: The Path to problem” with the rising numbers
Significance, Mondale to Biden.”
of migrants, Rep. Norma Torres,
Pence’s efforts on the coronavirus D-Calif., one of five lawmakers to
were stymied by Trump’s hijacking tour the facility Wednesday, credof the task force’s daily briefings ited the Biden administration
early in the pandemic. Dick Cheney, with treating young migrants far
who had been charged with leading more humanely than the Trump
George W. Bush’s search for a vice administration.
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In this Feb. 5, 2020, file photo, a W-4 form is viewed in New York.
The IRS recently annouced it will delay the traditional April 15 tax
filing due date until May 17, 2021, to cope with added duties and
provide Americans more flexibility.
PHOTO FROM FILE/AP
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Vice President Kamala Harris speaks about the southern border during a meeting with President Joe
Biden in the State Dining Room of the White House, Wednesday, March 24, 2021, in Washington. Biden
recently tasked the Vice President with leading the White House’s efforts to tackle the migration challenge.
PHOTO BY EVAN VUCCI/AP
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was sexually harassed,
murdered and left dismembered in a ditch? Was
Alex Nieto not shot at 59
times by four San Francisco
Police Department officers?
Did three White girls not call
my dad a wetback for being
Cuban, and was my mom not
threatened to have ICE called
on her simply for speaking
Spanish? Millions of people
are told to wait their turn to
finally be seen as important in
society’s eyes when thousands
of them are killed by police and
citizens every year. Yet, justice is
hardly on anybody’s agenda.
We didn’t have to call what
happened to George Floyd, Breonna Taylor or Daniel Prude
hate crimes, but we did, didn’t
we? Everything we ever thought
we knew changed in summer
2020 because of Black Lives Matter protests. It was incredible,
but people did not have to die
repeatedly for a movement to
finally matter. Just this month
we even saw the Atlanta spa
shootings cause national outcry
against Asian hate, but when an
84-year-old Thai man was killed
after an unprovoked attack in
San Francisco, how many actu-
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C
ezn
e
Katherine Jim

by Katherine Jimenez Cruz
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
katherine.jimenez_cruz@uconn.edu

I once had a friend tell me
not all crimes are hate crimes.
Another one decided to add on
that just like 2020 raised awareness for Black Lives Matter, 2021
would raise awareness for Asian
Lives Matter. They told me that
maybe next year Latinos would
get a turn, too. But why should
I have to wait a year for my people to get their recognition? Why
should it only be important to
talk about certain issues when
they become a trend?
Am I all of a sudden supposed
to forget that Vanessa Guillen

C
arson’s
Commentary
by Carson Swick
STAFF COLUMNIST
carson.swick@uconn.edu

In the last year or so, it seems like
Mitch McConnell has made a game
of angering all sides of the political
spectrum (stimulus money, anyone?). But on one issue, that old Kentuckian is absolutely correct: The
filibuster plays a critical role in the
United States Senate. Removing it
could indeed cause the “nuclear winter” McConnell described.
For those unfamiliar with the
practice, current Senate rules allow
for the principle of unlimited debate
between members. When a senator’s
party lacks the numbers to block a
bill from passing Congress, the senator can speak for as long as they wish
to stall the proposal. The practice got
so out of hand that the Senate implemented the two-thirds cloture in 1917.
Today, it requires three-fifths of the
legislature to formally end a given
filibuster.
But recent calls to reform the filibuster or eliminate the practice entirely — which come mostly from
Democrats — are suspicious in timing to say the least. In April 2017,
more than 30 Democratic senators
signed the Bipartisan Preserve Filibuster Letter, which was intended
to do exactly as the name suggests.
But less than four years later, many
Democrats who signed this bill are
now quick to point to its history of legitimizing racist and anti-civil rights
proposals.
This is not the first time allies of
President Joe Biden have threat-

ally cared enough to speak out
nationwide?

What exactly am
I supposed to
be waiting for?
For more of my
own to die until
someone finds them
important enough to
be talked about?
I’m told that my people will get
their turn even though Patrick
Crusius drove 11 hours to kill
Hispanics at an El Paso Walmart
in 2019, leaving 22 people dead.
What exactly am I supposed to
be waiting for? For more of my
own to die until someone finds
them important enough to be
talked about? Latinos do come in
all colors, but that day Crusius
wasn’t just targeting any race.
He wanted to kill “mestizos,”
the racial category that millions
identify with all throughout Latin America.
Mestizaje has a long and complicated history, but when these
people of mixed Spanish and indigenous descent arrive in the

Save the filibuster!

ened to fundamentally overhaul Senate
proceedings. During
the October 2020 vice
presidential
debate,
Mike Pence slammed
Kamala Harris for her
unwillingness to admit Biden would consider using the Senate
to pack the Supreme
Court in the Democrats’ favor.
But let me be clear:
Republicans are not
without blood on their
hands here. The most
conservative members
of today’s Senate, such
as Rand Paul and Flyin’ Ted Cruz are vehemently opposed to any
filibuster reform. This
is ironic, as neither
Cruz nor Paul signed
the
aforementioned
letter when they had
the opportunity back
ILLUSTRATION BY DIONEL DE BORJA, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
in 2017.
In fact, both Paul and Cruz made use honor belongs to Strom Thurmond
of the filibuster back in 2013. On March of South Carolina. In 1957, Thurmond
6-7 that year, Paul spoke for nearly 13 spoke for more than a full 24 hours,
hours to stall the confirmation vote of beginning at 8:54 p.m. on Aug. 28 and
John Brennan for CIA director. And ending at 9:12 p.m. the following day.
on Sept. 24-25, Cruz filibustered for What piece of legislation could be so
more than 21 hours as he railed against terrible that Thurmond needed to dediincreased Obamacare funding … while cate an entire day of his life to blocking?
reading Dr. Seuss’ “Green Eggs and Why of course, it was the Civil Rights
Ham” in the process. (This has aged Act of 1957, which authorized the prosjust beautifully.)
ecution of those who interfered with
Amazingly, Cruz’s filibuster is not African Americans’ right to vote.
the longest in American history — that

See FILIBUSTER, p. 8

United States, they feel forced to
fill in the word “White” on papers that don’t define who they
really are. However, the greater
issue is not what socially constructed race someone is; it’s
that, because “mestizo” is not
recognized in the U.S., violence
against the community becomes
difficult to discern.
What happened in El Paso was
racially motivated, just like the
Porvenir massacre, the murder
of Raul and Brisenia Flores and
all those police killings you barely ever hear about. Their faces
may pop up on Instagram stories here or there, but what good
does that really do? They were
all someone’s kid, too, when they
were killed. Brisenia Flores was
nine years old when a bullet was
sent through her head. Instead
of getting the chance to see her
daughter go to college, all her
mom has left to visit is a grave.
That’s all people have when justice comes too late.
Street vendors are beaten
unconscious in Los Angeles
streets, others even killed. But,
it seems that nobody but those
who understand the pain of being discriminated against care.
And it’s not like colonizers steal-

ing away millions of people’s different cultures, languages, religions and practices was enough.
Now, the very people who come
to this country with the illusion
they will be living a better life
than they were in nations run
down by CIA coups are told to
just wait for their turn in the Instagram trend cycle. Apparently,
that’s all a life is worth now.
It terrifies me to know how
a grave could one day have my
brother’s, sister’s or parents’
name. I don’t want just photographs, memories and a grave
to remember someone I loved.
People shouldn’t have to die to
be important. Centuries of genocide have ridden my community,
yet still I wait for a moment of
awareness.

People shouldn’t
have to die to be
important. Centuries
of genocide
have ridden my
community, yet still I
wait for a moment of
awareness.

The simple son is
not so simple
by Samara Karow
CONTRIBUTOR
samara.karow@uconn.edu

The Haggadah, or playbill-like
book that sets the order for the
Passover seder, talks about The
Four Sons in the magid section,
or the portion of the Haggadah
that retells the Exodus story.
The typical narrative is there is
a wise son, a wicked son, a simple son — sometimes translated
as “innocent son” — and a son
who does not know how to ask,
with guidelines of how parents
should respond to each son.
Some argue that The Four Sons
are archetypes and each person
at the seder imbues traits from
all of The Four Sons. However,
“simple” is a mistranslation, as
no English word can fully encapsulate the meaning of the Hebrew word “tam.”
Since language has evolved,
the colloquially used “basic” is
the most accurate translation.
As Michael says in “The Burrito,” an episode of “The Good
Place,” “Basic … is a human insult.” Urban Dictionary defines
“basic” as “someone devoid of
defining characteristics that
might make a person interesting, extraordinary or just simply
worth devoting time or attention
to.” Both of these descriptions
convey the “tam” son, who does
exactly what is expected of him
and nothing more. He is different from the wise son, who asks

an inquisitive question and goes
above and beyond expectations.
The basic son simply asks “What
is this?” which is certainly
enough to participate and learn,
but not taking that extra step.
People often speculate that the
characters on “The Good Place”
each represent one of The Four
Sons. Chidi is the wise son, Tahani is the wicked son, Jason is the
“simple” — or basic — son, and
Eleanor is the son who does not
know how to ask. Jason is loyal
to those he cares about, but lacks
the intellectual drive Chidi has.
In the afterlife, Chidi is determined to study philosophy forever, solely because of passion,
proclaiming, “I can’t wait to have
breakfast with Kant, and lunch
with Michel Foucault, and then
have dinner with Kant again so
we can talk about what came up
at breakfast!” PJ Griser writes of
Jewish philosophy within “The
Good Place,” stating, “Heaven is
the yeshiva shel ma’ala — or the
‘yeshiva on high,’ where the departed engage in endless Torah
study.” In order to gain Chidi’s
devoted study ethic, Jason would
need to ask questions like the
wise son, who queries, “What
are these testimonies, statutes
and judgments that the Lord our
God commanded you,” eager to
learn more for the intrinsic value of learning alone.

See SON, p. 8
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Hey Karan!
AN EVENING WITH ‘JESSIE’ STAR KARAN BRAR
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu

As proud members of Generation Z, there is not a Husky
on campus who didn’t grow up
watching Disney Channel. As
many die-hard Disney fans can
tell you, it felt like a party every
day when watching “Jessie,” and
that’s exactly what Karan Brar
brought on his virtual Q&A with
the Student Union Board of Governors on Wednesday night.
The event was moderated by
Parth Patel, president of the University of Connecticut chapter of
Asha for Education, an organization that partnered with SUBOG to bring Brar to the UConn
student body. Best known for his
role of Ravi Ross on the hit Disney Channel series, “Jessie,” and
its subsequent spin-off, “Bunk’d,”
Brar was asked a wide range of
questions about his life and experiences in the entertainment
industry, especially from such a
young age.
“My favorite part about being
on ‘Jessie,’ or working in sitcom
in general,” Brar said, “is just
the ability to make people laugh.
I think there’s something really
magical about it, and I know that
sounds super cheesy, but I grew
up watching sitcoms.”
Brar admitted that he hopes
that “Jessie” will be remembered
in the same way he remembers the
beloved shows of his childhood.

by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

While “Jessie” was certainly his
breakout role, Brar recognized
there is a difficult transition every
child actor must make if they seek
to continue acting in the future.
“I think what people don’t realize is that when you’re on Disney
Channel,” Brar said, “you get stigmatized as being a Disney Channel kid, only being capable of doing a certain set of things and only
having a certain skill set. It takes
a lot of time to prove that you can
actually do things outside of that.”
In light of last week’s deadly
spa shootings in Atlanta, Georgia., Brar was asked to discuss his
Asian American heritage and its
impact on his career.
“I think just being Asian
American you inherently feel
disconnected with your roots,”
Brar said. “I’ve had to struggle
with that. But at the same time,
I’m trying to really make eye contact with my culture and understand where I come from, where
my parents come from, and also
make eye contact with American
culture and melding those two
together and understanding what
I am in the middle of that.”
His roles on screen have been
a double-edged sword in many
ways. While many Indian and
South Asian Americans have
reached out to him, excited to see
people like them on television, he
recognizes that stereotypical performances can hurt ethnic communities in the long run, so he is determined to hold himself accountable

as he continues in the entertainment
industry.
Brar is a strong advocate for mental health awareness, especially for
fellow members of the Asian and
South Asian communities, as there
is still tremendous amounts of cultural stigma around mental health
issues.
“Speaking from my experiences,
in India, mental health really doesn’t
exist,” Brar said. “Being depressed
or being anxious is not something
real or tangible, it’s just being sad or
worried. I know that I’ve had to deal
with that challenge with my parents
as I’ve gone through my journey of
going to therapy.”
Brar did admit he has several
projects in the works to look out
for, but unfortunately he could not
divulge any information on them at
this time, however, he did say he’s
looking forward to taking a seat
in the producer’s chair in the next
couple of years.
And of course, Brar explained his
career thus far would not have been
possible without the support of his
late co-star, Cameron Boyce.
“My best friend, Cameron
Boyce,” Brar said, “was someone
who ... challenged me to be a better
actor, but also a better person every
day. I think that’s what helped me
the most in my craft.”
For more information on all
the upcoming events SUBOG
has to offer, follow live updates
on their Instagram account, @
subogatuconn.

?

The yellow rubber ducks were
not all identical - some ducks
were in mermaid or superhero costumes, and others were in
sport, hobby-related or patterned
outfits. Ducks were placed all
over the Student Union from
benches to windows, to tables
and even railings. Could they
be in the SU marketplace? What
about in the SU mall? Under a
cushion in one of the lounges?
On the SU terrace? The Student
Union hosted the annual “Great
Rubber Duck Hunt,” where students were given the task to find
a yellow rubber duck to win a
prize on March 24 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.
“The Rubber Duck Hunt is just
an event that we put on once a
year, just to get students into the
SU to walk around to see the different spaces and give out prizes,”
Jamie Larkin, the business coordinator of the SU and organizer
of the Duck Hunt, said. “It’s a
pure fun event that
we like to sponsor.”
The SU also
hosted
the
event
last
spring before
the
campus

(Above) Television star, Karan Brar, was dared by audience members to recreate his former co-star, Debby Ryan’s, iconic meme
face.
(Below) Parth Patel is president of the UConn chapter of Asha for
Education, an organization that seeks to raise money for the education of underprivileged children in India.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

A Wild Duck Chase

shut down, which makes it the
fifth consecutive year the SU has
hosted “The Great Rubber Duck
Hunt,” according to Larkin.
“We’re putting in the same
safety measures as last year, having gloves available and lots of
sanitizers,” Larkin said. “I think
this year, if anything, people have
more of a choice with their prizes, while in the past they were
given a random prize. We also
shortened the time span. Last
year it was from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
this year it was 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. kind of a more condensed event.”
“It was easy, but I don’t think
I would change that. It’s just
fun because they’re really everywhere and it gives more of an
opportunity for everybody to see
the ducks,” Valerie Valdivia, an
eighth-semester student double
majoring in psychology and human development and family sciences, said.
Valdivia said she helped plan
for this event. She added that she
really enjoyed participating in
the rubber duck hunt for in the
past, and even asked her friends
to join in on the hunt.
Although it wasn’t
his first time attending the Duck
Hunt, Christopher Huynh, an
eighth-semester mechanical

engineering student said it was
still a fun event that the SU put
together. Students simply needed to find one duck and bring it
to the North lobby in the SU to
pick a prize. No sign-ups were
required, but each student could
only take one duck to ensure fairness. Students could choose between phone accessories, a pair
of socks or a water bottle. In addition to winning a prize and keeping their duck, students are also
entered
into a $250
raffle for
the UConn
bookstore.
“It was
my
first
time, I got
some free
socks and
a
Powerade,”
F r a n cis Saint
Mary,
a
sixth-sem e s t e r
economics major,
said. “It was very fun, I got a
basketball duck and I like basketball.”

(ABOVE) PHOTO BY SOFIA LANGOU, GRAB
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn students participate in The Great Rubber
Duck Hunt at the Student
Union. A prize was awarded to each student who
found a duck.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
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ISSS Hungry Huskies teaches
students about college food
by Ian Ward

STAFF WRITER
ian.ward@uconn.edu

International Student and Scholar
Services hosted a Webex event yesterday titled “Hungry Huskies with
Ruth: Fast Food Ideas.” During this
event, Ruth Hartunian-Alumbaugh
taught students ways to prepare
food without any heat.

“We have new
students coming to
campus from all
over the world ...
who are unable to
meet their classmates
face to face and
because of social
distancing [are]
unable to explore the
community as much
as I think other new
students [can].”
ARTHUR GALINAT

“I love cooking and I love sharing. I love the ISSS department as
well [as] the international students
that are on campus, especially in the
pandemic it’s been really impossible
almost to connect with people, so
I’ve been trying to think of ways to
connect with people,” said Hartunian-Alumbaugh on what inspired
her to host the event.

She has been involved with the
University of Connecticut for 30
years ever since she became a volunteer at the International Christian
Fellowship. She is also a trained music therapist and the author of a column in the Willimantic Chronicle
titled “Ravings and Cravings.”
The event was also co-hosted by
Nadine Boudissa, the international
advisor of ISSS and the host of the
ISSS Coffee Hour.
During the event, she along with
ISSS Associate Director Arthur
Galinat asked participants what was
in their fridges. Some of the answers
provided included eggs and leftovers.
At one point, Hartunian-Alumbaugh shared a story about a time
she cooked for a girl she was hosting
at her house.
“I was hosting a little girl from
China. Her parents went to the hospital to have their second baby so
she (the little girl) was with me the
whole weekend. I made a sandwich
and some carrots for lunch. I served
this to her for lunch and she bursts
into tears,” said Hartunian-Alumbaugh.
She went on to explain that the
girl cried because the food she had
been served was not hot.
Toward the end of the event, Hartunian-Alumbaugh had a demonstration in which she cooked eggplant curry in coconut milk. Before
doing this, she warned students of
leaving their cooking unattended.
She told the audience that she once
was cooking a hard-boiled egg and
left the kitchen for three hours.
When she returned, Hartuni-

Demi Lovato offers
candid look into
her life in new
docuseries ‘Dancing
with the Devil’
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

The first two episodes of Demi
Lovato’s new docuseries “Dancing
With the Devil” have been released
on YouTube and provide an inside
look at Lovato’s complicated journey with drug use, sobriety and her
eventual overdose. The docuseries
focuses on the events leading up to
her near-fatal overdose in 2018, in
which she relapsed after six years
of sobriety.
The New York Times recently reported that following the overdose,
she woke up legally blind in the
intensive care unit and it took her
over two months to recover enough
sight to read a book. In an interview
with Tracy Smith of CBS News, Lovato revealed that doctors said she
would have died if someone had
found her five or ten minutes after
they had.
The documentary was supposed
to air in 2018; however, following
her hospitalization, Lovato stepped
away from the spotlight and filming
came to a sudden halt. Last spring,
she decided she was ready to finish
telling her story and said she wanted to set the record straight about
what happened. The series features
honest conversations with friends
and family members.
In the documentary, Lovato said
that she “crossed a line that [she’d]
never crossed in the world of addiction.”
Leading up to her overdose, she
began using heroin and crack cocaine recreationally and developed
a heavy addiction to both drugs.
Lovato has been very open about
her struggles with bipolar disorder,
anorexia nervosa, self-harm, bullying and drug addiction, which all
played a role in her overdose. She
traces her drug use to many factors
in her life; however, she pointed to
the complicated relationship she
had with her dad and his death as

a major reason why she struggled
with mental health problems.
Lovato rose to fame as a child
actress appearing in hit films like
“Camp Rock” and the television
show “Sonny with a Chance.” She
transitioned into pursuing a singing career and released numerous
studio albums and toured the world
performing. From the outside, this
seems like a dream life to live. But
constantly finding yourself in the
public eye can be overwhelming.
The pressure involved in entering the spotlight at a young age
can have detrimental effects on a
person’s psyche as they grow up.
Lovato’s friends pointed to her eating disorder as something that consumed her life and she said she felt
immense pressure to look a certain
type of way, especially when she
was on stage during concerts. Lovato said she felt like she never had
control over many of the decisions
in her life and she was desperate to
be able to take charge of something,
which led to restrictive eating habits and overexercising.
There was an unspoken expectation that Lovato should use her
stardom to be a role model for others, especially young girls. However, her sister said this was not
something she was ready for, and it
made her feel like she had to be perfect all the time.
Lovato has been criticized for her
actions; however, she is now using
her platform as a means for social
change and activism. She is a fierce
advocate in fighting for LGTBQIA+
rights, mental health promotion
and anti-bullying campaigns and
created this documentary to provide insight into the negative outcomes that result from drug addiction.
If you are interested in watching
the series, it can be found on Lovato’s YouTube channel. The next two
episodes are expected to premiere
in the coming weeks.

Ruth Hartunian-Alumbaugh and Nadine Boudissa are seen on screen talking with the author. They,
along with Arthur Galinat, hosted Hungry Huskies over Webex.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

an-Alumbaugh claimed her kitchen
smelled awful and that the bottom of
the pot was blackened.
“I think that this was an idea that
Ruth had [because] ... we have new
students coming to campus from all
over the world ... who are unable to
meet their classmates face to face
and because of social distancing
[are] unable to explore the community as much as I think other new
students [can],” said Galinat.
In case you missed the event, a re-

cording of the Webex meeting will
be posted to the ISSS website. The
next Hungry Huskies with Ruth
will take place on April 4 from 4-5:30
p.m. and will discuss cooking with
and without meat.
“I really enjoyed this because I’m
going to college soon and I don’t
know a lot [about] cooking at all and
I think anything I can learn is great,”
Krishna Chilakapati, a second-semester computer science major said
about her thoughts on the event.

“I really enjoyed this
because I’m going to
college soon and I don’t
know a lot [about]
cooking at all and I
think anything I can
learn is great.”
KRISHNA CHILAKAPATI

Hollieats

Diversity in Dining
GRILLING THE GENDER GAP
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

As an Asian American woman,
I have always been keenly aware
of the lack of representation of
those who look like me in the media I’ve consumed. However, I’ve
never really turned that same attention to the underrepresentation rife in the industry providing
the very food I consume. From
gender and racial inequity among
workers to cultural appropriation
of foods to the supposed superiority of European cuisines, there’s a
lot to unpack related to diversity
and inclusion in the food industry.
As it is the last week of Women’s
History Month, I’ll be discussing

Why is it that
mothers
are often
cited as
some of the
best cooks
in people’s
lives, but
we rarely
regard
women in the
restaurant
industry,
especially in
fine dining?

representation of women in the
field. However, I will be sure to
continue the conversation related to other issues of diversity in
dining, especially in light of the
increased racism and hate crimes
towards the Asian American and
Pacific Islander community.
On International Women’s Day
earlier this month, Burger King
tweeted “Women belong in the
kitchen” to promote the scholarship they’ve set up to support
women pursuing a culinary profession, sparking controversy
over their use of the sexist trope.
According to the Washington
Post, the campaign for the Burger
King Foundation’s Helping Equalize Restaurants scholarship also
included a full-page ad with the
phrase printed in the New York
Times. They’ve since deleted the
tweet and apologized for the ignorant messaging.
“We hear you,” Burger King UK
said in their apology Tweet. “We
got our initial Tweet wrong and
we’re sorry. Our aim was to draw
attention to the fact that only 20%
of professional chefs in UK kitchens are women and to help change
that by awarding culinary scholarships.”
I appreciate the sentiment of the

scholarship and the intent to raise
awareness. Yet, the incident and
conversation around it reminded
me of the ingrained expectations
of gender roles that continually
disadvantage women in all aspects
of life, even after we gain certain
legal rights - although those are
important, and we should still
continue to advocate for such protections and guarantees. Using
such provocative phrases certainly sparks conversation, but less
so about the barriers women face,
instead contributing to harmful
stereotypes. There are more conducive ways to advocate for and
raise awareness about women in
underrepresented
professions,
like I hopefully do here.
In the household, women have
been stereotyped as the provider
of food for their families, slaving
away at the stove to have dinner
ready for when their husband
returns from work and the kids
from school. Fortunately, this narrative shifted as women entered
the workforce and gender equality became more acknowledged
in society, but the idea still has
strong influence.

See HOLLIEATS, p. 7

Burger King’s controversial tweet on International Women’s Day.
The tweet was released in an attempt to draw attention to their
scholarship supporting women pursuing a culinary profession.
PHOTO COURTESY OF TWITTER
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REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN IN THE RESTAURANT INDUSTRY
HOLLIEATS, cont. from p. 6
Why is it that mothers are often
cited as some of the best cooks in
people’s lives, but we rarely regard
women in the restaurant industry,
especially in fine dining?
“I came up in fine dining, and
most of the time I was the only female in the kitchen - and every time,
the only African American person,”
Nyesha Arrington, chef-partner at
Native in Santa Monica, California
said in article for Rachel Ray Magazine. “When I got my first executive-chef job, it was difficult because
my number two was 10 years older than me and male. He looked at
me as an African American female
who didn’t know what she was
talking about. It took a year for me
to change that culture.”
As reported by the U.S. Bureau
of Labor in 2020, only 18 percent of
the total chefs and head cooks employed in the country are women.
The lack of diversity is also most

certainly an intersectional problem,
which Arrington touched upon and
that I’ll explore in future weeks:
In comparison to 65.2 percent of
chefs and head cooks identifying
as White, only 14.7 percent identify
as Black or African American, 16.7
percent as Asian and 24.4 percent as
Hispanic or Latino.
When women enter the professional sphere, they’re subjected to
similar biases as in other professions - they’re viewed as too docile to hold their own in a cutthroat
kitchen, or feel the need to assimilate with their male peers to come
out on top. Colette in “Ratatouille”
is super cool, until you realize her
speech about being the only woman
in the Gusteau’s kitchen is invalidated by her being relegated to a love
interest and the token female character (#JusticeforCollette).
Women in the food industry – especially women of color - are dismissed for their inherited style or
traditions, even if they possess similar professional training or years of

home experience that is unique and
authentic. As we’ve been combatting in the United States for years,
women are still trying to break out
of the private sphere mold.
“I did a tasting dinner, and they
chose all three females to cook the
vegetable and all three males to
cook the meat,” Arrington said, “despite the fact that she had cooked all
manner of proteins at a triple-Michelin-starred restaurant.”
I’ve fortunately seen a proliferation of women dominating the food
influencer and cooking scenes on
social media, allowing women to
circumvent traditional processes to
pursue their passions in food. However, even then, they may still experience pigeonholing, with some
users commenting for the women to
stick to home cooking or expecting
them to exude a certain persona.
“She’s good at cooking - for a girl,”
a critic, instructor or other chef may
say, including the caveat other women have heard all too often.
Beyond the barriers of profes-

sional advancement in the food industry, the wage gap is also pervasive. According to a research study
by Restaurant Opportunities Centers United, “women and workers
of color are largely concentrated
in the lowest paying segments and
sections of the restaurant industry.”
It’s no surprise they are being undervalued for their work throughout the industry, and so we should
make an effort to advocate for women in all of the positions.
“It’s also about having female
owners and managers,” Samin
Nosrat, Iranian American chef and
writer of the cookbook “Salt, Fat,
Acid, Heat” – also adapted into a
Netflix docuseries. “Giving women
power is important.”
I’ll be honest, I don’t have too
many specific solutions. But what I
do know is being aware of our biases and the lack of representation is
the first step. People underestimate
how much underrepresentation
affects them until they realize how
uncomfortable or unsupported they

Thirsty
Thursdays
DRINKIN’ WINE AND FEELIN’ FINE
by Daily Campus Life

life@dailycampus.com

When you first
turn 21, the liquor
store can be a maze.
Even the act of buying a bottle of wine
can be confusing.
Today, I am going
to break down all
of the different
types of wine,
so you can celebrate your next
wine Wednesday with ease.
Let’s begin
with
white
wines.
The
four
most
popular white
wines
are
c h a r d o n n a y,
riesling, pinot
grigio and sauvignon blanc.
Each type of
white wine is
actually a different
variety
of grape, often
grown in very
specific locations
around the world.
Chardonnay is the
most popular variety
of white wine grown in
America, which means
you would definitely be able
to find it at a wine tasting. Aged
in oak, it is a very smooth wine,
with a fruity aroma and a hint of
spice. It pairs well with heavier,
creamy dishes. Riesling is from
Rhine Valley in Germany. It is
a sweet, acidic wine that pairs
well with richer meals and spicy
Asian cuisine. Pinot grigio is an
Italian wine that is characteristically light and dry. It pairs well
with seafood. And last, but certainly not least, sauvignon blanc
is light, dry and crisp, pairing especially well with shellfish.
Personally, I often go for a
white wine because I know they
will taste more mild and make me

less sleepy than their red sisters.
Now, let’s talk rosé and sparkling wine. Rosé is often a very
sweet wine, although that is not
a given. It is a favorite of girls’
nights everywhere, and pairs
well with virtually any meal or
snack. Sparkling wine can sometimes confuse people. If you are
having a celebration, you’re likely to buy champagne. Champagne
comes from the Champagne region of France. It is more expensive than prosecco because it is
made through a far more costly,
traditional method. It pairs well
with shellfish, pickled vegetables
and crispy appetizers. Prosecco
is far more affordable due to its
creation through the cheap Tank
Method. It is much more fruity
than champagne, and pairs especially well with Asian cuisine.
The most popular red wines
are cabernet sauvignon, pinot
noir, syrah, zinfandel, malbec
and Merlot. Cabernet sauvignon,
zinfandel and merlot are popular wines to grow in America —
which you should definitely keep
in mind when you go to purchase
a bottle, since there’s always
something delightful about local
wines. For this reason, I will only
discuss these three.
Cabernet sauvignon is fruity
with an earthy aroma. It pairs
excellently with red meat. Pinot
noir is smooth and fruity, with a
lingering finish. It pairs best with
wild game or veal. So, it may be
better after a big day of hunting
rather than a full day of online
classes. Zinfandel is believed to
be one of the only varieties native
to America. It is far more alcoholic than other wines, and packs a
punch with its fruity, earthy flavor. It pairs with nearly anything,
but is best with grilled meats.
I hope now when you look at a
wine menu or enter a liquor store,
you can say with confidence, “A
riesling please,” and know for
sure what you’re asking for.

feel in certain spaces. So let’s turn to
supporting women in the industry,
so future generations can feel compelled to pursue their ambitions.
Besides Nosrat, other women
in the food industry I admire are
Executive Chef Dominique Crenn
of Atelier Crenn, the first female
chef to earn two Michelin stars; Ina
Garten, A.K.A. the “Barefoot Contessa”; Sohla El-Waylly, who I’ve
watched in YouTube videos from
the Babish Culinary Universe; Cristeta Comerford, the former White
House executive chef and fellow
Filipina; Christine Ha, winner of
season three of “MasterChef”; and
Anita Lo, the first challenger to
win a battle on “Iron Chef America.” That’s just a teaspoon of the
world of talented female chefs out
there. So order from women-owned
restaurants and bakeries. Watch
that YouTube video with Rie from
Tasty. Follow those food influencers
on TikTok. And be sure to thank
the women in your life who cook for
and feed you.

08

Thursday, March 25, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | May this good boy bring you good vibes

Three-year-old Dozer enjoys bathing in the spring sunshine outside of The Beanery on a bright Storrs Wednesday afternoon. He loves gnawing on bones, blankets and any dropped
food nearby! PHOTO BY MATTHEW PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

CARTOON BY ALISIA GRUENDEL, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Why we must protect
the filibuster
FILIBUSTER, cont. from p. 4
Today, Thurmond’s filibuster is the
poster boy for progressives who call
for an end to the practice. But even a
full day of racist ranting did not stop
the Civil Rights Act of 1957 from becoming law. Less than two hours after Thurmond relinquished the floor,
the act passed the Senate in a 72-18
vote. It was signed into law by President Dwight D. Eisenhower less than
two weeks later.
The filibusters of Rand Paul and
Ted Cruz were equally unsuccessful.
Hours after Paul finished speaking,
John Brennan was confirmed as CIA
director in a 63-34 vote; Brennan remained in the position for nearly four
years. And of course, Cruz’s filibuster
did not change the fate of the Affordable Care Act, which remains in effect

after Trump-era Republicans failed
to repeal it.
So if the filibuster has enabled racism and is ineffective, why keep it?
Well, it instills faith among senators
(and voters) in the minority. Can you
imagine the outcry from Republicans of federal tyranny if Democrats
moved on abolishing it now? Can you
imagine that same outcry from Democrats if Rand Paul and Ted Cruz refuse to sign another bipartisan proposal to save the filibuster, but then
proceed to abolish it if Republicans
flip the Senate in 2022?
Plus, if the Senate has ultimately
considered filibusterers’ concerns
and still voted in favor of a bill, is that
not just a part of our democratic process? America’s Founders allowed for
unlimited Senate debate because they
wanted to stop lunacy from becoming
law, not the other way around.

The hidden intricacy
of the simple son in
the Haggadah
SON, cont. from p. 4
The contrast between the wise son
and the basic son is that, while the
basic son might meet requirements,
the wise son exceeds and goes beyond. Should they be graded on seder
participation, one would get a C and
the other would get an A, or maybe
they would both get As, but the wise
son would challenge the teacher’s
thinking and integrate the lessons
he is learning into his life. Value is

ascertained not by what information
each son is bringing to the table, but
by which questions he asks. As Socrates once said, “All I know is that I
know nothing.” It is thus how a student formulates his inquiries, not
the answers ascertained from said
inquiries, that he elevates from the
status of basic to wise. “Simple” may
be a mistranslation; modern slang
has evolved to truly render the Hebrew word “tam,” but being simple
or basic certainly does not mean
someone is a bad student.
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Nixon’s overtime bank shot sends
Texas A&M past Iowa State
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Jordan
Nixon banked in a short jump
shot at the buzzer in overtime,
giving her a career-high 35 points
and lifting No. 2 Texas A&M to an
84-82 victory over seventh-seeded
Iowa State in the second round of
the women’s NCAA Tournament
on Wednesday.
Nixon scored seven of A&M’s
nine points in OT, pushing the
Aggies (25-2) into the Sweet 16 for
the third straight time. She also
led the rally in the fourth quarter,
scoring the last four points of regulation.
A 3 by Lexi Donarski put the Cyclones up by two with two minutes
left in overtime, and Nixon tied it
with a layup a few seconds later.
Ciera Johnson blocked a layup by
Ashley Joens with 3 seconds left
before Nixon drove into the lane
and threw up the game-winner.
The dramatic finish comes after the Aggies narrowly escaped
an upset bid by No. 15 seed Troy
in the first round. Texas A&M is
chasing its second title in the 10th
anniversary of its first one. It won
its first SEC regular-season title
this season and rose to as high

as No. 2 in the AP Top 25 for the
highest ranking in school history.
Next up is No. 3 seed Arizona,
which advanced with a 52-46 win
over BYU.
Joens had 32 points and a career-high 18 rebounds for the Cyclones (17-11), who went 16 for 30
from 3-point range. Donarski finished with 18 points.
Johnson had 19 points, eight rebounds and three blocks for the
Aggies, who are in the tournament for the 15th straight time.
Texas A&M trailed 75-71 with
20 seconds left in regulation, but
Nixon made a short jumper and
Alexis Morris forced a jump ball
with Donarski to get the ball back
for A&M with 11.2 seconds remaining. Morris appeared to take
an elbow to the jaw and officials
reviewed the play, but they did not
assess a penalty on Donarski.
Nixon drove into the lane for a
tying layup with 6 seconds left. Joens had a chance to win the game
in regulation, but her shot was
blocked by N’dea Jones. The ball
went out of bounds, but the Cyclones weren’t able to get another
shot up.

Texas A&M guard Jordan Nixon (5) celebrates during the first half of a college basketball game against
Iowa State in the second round of the women’s NCAA tournament at the Alamodome in San Antonio,
Wednesday, March 24, 2021. PHOTO BY ERIC GAY/AP

Pacers defeat Pistons 116-111, snap 6-game home winless skid

Detroit Pistons’ Jerami Grant (9) shoots over Indiana Pacers’ Domantas Sabonis (11) during the second half of an NBA basketball game,
Wednesday, March 24, 2021, in Indianapolis. PHOTO BY DARRON CUMMINGS/AP

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Caris
LeVert’s transition to fitting in
with the Indiana Pacers was delayed two months by kidney surgery to remove a cancerous mass.
Acquired in a three-team trade
on Jan. 16 that involved All-Stars
James Harden and Victor Oladipo, LeVert didn’t play again until
just recently.
His seventh Pacers start was
his best yet with 28 points in a
116-111 victory over the Detroit
Pistons on Wednesday night.
“I felt like I’ve tried to be aggressive from day one,” LeVert
said, “but it takes time.”
LeVert’s fourth 3-pointer with
4.7 seconds remaining enabled
the Pacers to snap a six-game
home losing streak.
“Very big shot,” Pacers coach
Nate Bjorkgren said. “His legs
are getting under him more and
more each day.”
It’s the first time LeVert has
surpassed 20 points with his new
team.
“I love fourth quarters. I love
big moments,” he said. “Every
win is important for us right now
as we try to make the playoffs.”

The Pacers (20-23) ended their
worst winless stretch at home
since losing six in a row in 1985.
The Pistons (12-31) have the Eastern Conference’s worst record.
Edmond Sumner scored 18
points off the bench and Malcolm
Brogden scored 16 for the Pacers.
Jerami Grant led the Pistons
with 29 points. Saddiq Bey and
Wayne Ellington each scored 16.
Levert accounted for the Pacers’ last eight points of the first
half for a 57-51 lead. The guard
scored 15 of 17 first-half points in
the second quarter.
The Pistons committed nine of
their 15 turnovers in the second
quarter to continue a seasonal trend of erratic ballhandling.
That meant playing catch-up in
the second half.
“This is about execution and
making the easy pass,” Bey said.
The Pistons rallied to cut the
deficit to 78-76 with 2:15 remaining in the third, but the Pacers
bench responded as reserves
George Bitadze and Jeremy Lamb
sank 3-pointers. The Pacers finished the quarter with an 86-79
lead.

The Pistons tied the game at 92
on an Ellington jumper with 8:23
remaining.
Detroit had a chance to tie or
go ahead in the final minute, but
Delon Wright committed a turnover.
“At the end of the game, again,
we had an untimely turnover,”
Pistons coach Dwane Casey said.
TIP-INS
Pistons: After making a season-low 4 of 25 3-pointers in
Sunday’s home loss to Chicago,
Detroit had four 3-pointers by
the early minutes of the second
quarter and were 6 of 15 from beyond the arc in the first half.
Pacers: Have had a winning record at home for 31 consecutive
seasons, but must finish 11-5 at
Bankers Life Fieldhouse to extend that streak.
UP NEXT
Pistons: Host Brooklyn on Friday.
Pacers: Visit Dallas on Friday.

Arizona women in 1st Sweet 16 since ‘98 after win over BYU
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Aari
McDonald came back for another
season at Arizona to do something
special. Adia Barnes returned to her
alma mater as coach for the same
reason.
How sweet it is for McDonald, the
reigning Pac-12 player of the year,
and the current coach who was the
league’s top player in 1998, the only
other time the Wildcats got this far
in the women’s NCAA Tournament.
McDonald had 17 points with 11
rebounds, along with a game-sealing
steal, and Arizona outlasted BYU 5246 on Wednesday night to advance
to the Sweet 16 for the first time since
since Barnes’ senior season.
“Aari came back, came on a mission,” said Barnes, in her fifth season
coaching the Wildcats and under
contract through 2025-26. “She decided to not go pro. ... She wanted to
leave her mark, leave her legacy and
take this team on her back and take
us to great things. And she’s done
that.”
The third-seeded Wildcats (18-5)
are in the NCAA Tournament for
the first time since 2005. They would
have made it last season, when they
were 24-7 before the tourney was
canceled because of the pandemic.
Arizona finally went ahead to stay
on a 3-pointer by Sam Thomas with
3:47 left, not long after McDonald’s
3 cut their deficit to one. No. 11 seed
BYU (19-6) had matched its biggest lead of the game on a layup by
Shaylee Gonzales with just over five
minutes left.
“I looked up at the clock and I was
like, ‘OK, we’re up four. We’ve got

five minutes left. We can do it.’ I totally believed in my team. ... It’s very
frustrating to have that lead and to
lose it,” Gonzales said. “Lots of people thought that we didn’t deserve to
be in this NCAA Tournament, but
I hope these couple of games really proved to everyone what kind of
team we are.”
Second-team All-American McDonald capped the Mercado Region
game when she stole the ball from
Gonzales, the co-West Coast Conference player of the year, and drove for
a layup with 3 seconds left.
“Definitely didn’t want to end my
season, didn’t want to go home,” McDonald said. “I’m proud of this team
because the year before we would
have got rattled. ... But we were cool,
calm and collected. We came together and we played together.”
The Wildcats stayed on the court
at UTSA for more than 15 minutes
after they finished watching the Texas A&M-Iowa State game on the video board to see who they would play
in the Sweet 16. They left the court
when that game went to overtime,
before the Aggies won 84-82.
Texas native Cate Reese had 12
points for Arizona, and Trinity Baptiste had 11 rebounds before fouling
out.
Gonzales had 16 points for BYU.
Tegan Graham had 13.
DIFFERENT AS A COACH
Asked how different the feeling
was to get to the Sweet 16 as a coach
as opposed as when she did it as a
player, Barnes responded, “coaching

is a lot harder than playing. Because
as a player, you’re kind of oblivious
to a lot of things. You just kind of go
out and play.”
Barnes said it is also more meaningful and gratifying, getting to
watch the players being rewarded
for their hard work.
BIG PLAYS
Arizona went ahead in the third
quarter after an impressive spurt
by Reese, the 6-foot-2 forward and
first McDonald’s All-American to
play at Arizona after a standout prep
career in Cypress, Texas — almost
200 miles from San Antonio. Reese
screamed going back down the court
after a tiebreaking 3-pointer from
the top of the key. After a three-point
play by Gonzales put BYU up by one,
Reese took an inbound pass and cut
back inside for a strong layup, and
added another 3 soon after getting
whistled for a 3-second violation.
NO SWEET FINISH
BYU went to the Sweet 16 in coach
Jeff Judkins’ first season in 2002, and
again in 2014, but missed a chance to
get there again.
The Cougars may have been the
last team put in the 64-team field
after a last-second loss to Gonzaga
in the West Coast Conference Tournament championship game. The
Cougars opened the NCAA tourney
with a 69-66 upset of Rutgers, with
Gonzales making the last of her six
straight free throws with 13.4 seconds left.

Arizona guard Shaina Pellington (1) drives the ball against BYU center
Sara Hamson (22) during the first half of a college basketball game
in the second round of the NCAA women’s tournament at the UTSA
Convocation Center in San Antonio, Wednesday, March 24, 2021. PHOTO BY
MICHAEL THOMAS/AP
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Photo of the Day | DUCK!

Jessica Mazo (6), a sophomore on the UConn women’s soccer team, kicks the ball at a Providence defender, forcing her to duck. The Huskies won the game 2-0 on Sunday, March 21
at Morrone Stadium in Storrs. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Louisville rallies from 18 down to beat Northwestern 62-53
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Down
big early, Kianna Smith and Louisville stayed calm. Then they put
together one of the biggest comebacks in women’s NCAA Tournament history.
Smith scored 16 points and the
No. 2 seed Cardinals advanced
to the Sweet 16 by rallying from
18 down to beat seventh-seeded
Northwestern 62-53 on Wednesday
night.
“We’re tough. We got down early
but we didn’t give up,” said Dana
Evans, who added 14 points. “We
didn’t get rattled. We stayed together. We trusted the process.”
The comeback was tied for the
third-largest ever in the women’s
tournament, according to ESPN.
The Cardinals (25-3) got off to
a rough start, trailing 25-7 late in
the first quarter. It was the second
straight game Louisville had a terrible start.
“Back-to-back ballgames now,
going to change my pregame
speech,” Louisville coach Jeff Walz
said. “Those two can’t get much
worse.”
Louisville slowly started to chip
away on offense thanks to stellar
defense. After the opening 10 minutes, the Cardinals held Northwestern to 28 points the rest of the
game.
“Great mental effort by everyone
on this ballclub,” Walz said.
The deficit was 40-28 midway

through the third quarter before the
Cardinals scored 17 straight points.
The game was tied at 40 heading
into the fourth, and Louisville increased its first lead to 45-40 before
Lindsay Pulliam — Northwestern’s
third-ever 2,000-point scorer — got
her only basket of the game.
The Wildcats (16-9) closed to 5350 on Jordan Hamilton’s 3-pointer
with 3:26 left. They had a chance
to cut into the deficit, but Veronica
Burton missed two free throws 30
seconds later.
Louisville converted nine of 10
free throws down the stretch, including four by freshman Olivia
Cochran, who had 13 points and 15
rebounds.
Northwestern blitzed Louisville
right from the start, scoring the
game’s first seven points and opening a 13-2 lead, leading to a timeout
by the Cardinals. It didn’t get much
better, with the Wildcats going 4 for
4 from 3-point range on their way to
a 25-10 lead after one quarter.
“We didn’t expect to get down
that much. They punched us in the
face and we responded well,” Evans said. “We started to settle down
and make shots.”
The Wildcats cooled off in the
second quarter and didn’t score a
point for the first 5:22 of the period. A fast-break layup by Courtney Shaw ended the drought and
sparked a 7-0 run for Northwestern
— the only points the team would

score in the period. Louisville
closed to 32-20 at the half.
“I feel like they started hitting
shots and ours weren’t dropping
in the same way,” Burton said. “We
had the same fight, we wanted it
still, it’s just things started going
their way, calls started going their
way. It’s just tough, we ran out of
gas it seemed like.”
The loss potentially ended the
brilliant career of Pulliam. The senior guard was 1 for 11 from the field
for just four points.
Hamilton scored 17 points for
Northwestern.
“Last year we had a great team,
maybe a Final Four team, that never got a chance to prove it,” Northwestern coach Joe McKeown said.
“So tonight I think they proved
how much fight we have and how
tough we are and what a great team
to be part of.”
TIP-INS
Northwestern fell to 0-3 all-time
against Louisville, with the other
two meetings coming in 1987 and
1994. ... McKeown took George
Washington to four Sweet 16s when
he was coach there before coming
to the Illinois school.
UP NEXT
Louisville will face Oregon in the
Sweet 16.

Louisville head coach Jeff Walz talks to his players during the first
half of a college basketball game against Northwestern in the second
round of the women’s NCAA tournament at the Alamodome in San Antonio, Wednesday, March 24, 2021. PHOTO BY CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

WSOC: Huskies to
take on Villanova
WSOC, cont. from p. 12

Louisville forward Elizabeth Dixon (22) shoots over Northwestern forward Paige Mott (20) during the first
half of a college basketball game in the second round of the women’s NCAA tournament at the Alamodome
in San Antonio, Wednesday, March 24, 2021. PHOTO BY CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

Husky head coach Margaret
Rodriguez will go into the contest wary of the Wildcats’ red hot
form. Despite this, her strike force
at up top will most definitely put
her at ease. Forwards Yamilee Eveillard and Jaydah Bedoya scored
the two winning goals against
Providence, as fellow forward
Jada Konte bagged the assist. Eveillard leads the team in goals
with three along with two assists,
and Konte has two assists on the
season as well.
Of course, forward Kess Elmore
has also proven to be vital for the
Huskies this season. She is currently tied joint second in goals scored
with two. The midfield presence of
Lucy Cappadona and Jessica Mazo
will be as vital as ever since their
abilities in midfield have made
games easier for the Huskies, as
they always look to receive the outlet pass and play it long to one of
the forwards. Mazo is tied joint second with two goals along with two
assists, while Cappadona has two
goals to her name as well.

Overall, Rodriguez will want
her bench to continue the positive effect they have had in recent
matches. Bedoya came off the
bench against the Friars and was
able to find the breakthrough
to put UConn up 1-0. Moreover,
midfielder Sophia Danyko-Kulchycky has one goal to her name
this season and opens up the
match when she is substituted
onto the field. Finally, Isabelle
Lynch got her first goal of the
season against Seton Hall, and
Rodriguez will look to Lynch in
the hopes that she can provide
the same intensity in Thursday’s
contest.
Villanova head coach Chris
McLain will look to make it three
games without a defeat, with the
momentum from the squad’s two
previous matches only adding
to the belief amongst the collective that a win is possible. On
the other side is a UConn team
that will have to figure out how
to break down the Wildcats defensive block unless they want a
repeat of what happened earlier
in the season.
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Roundtable: Most surprising NFL FA signing
by DC Sports Section
sports@dailycampus.com

Above: Hunter Henry is the new tight end for the New England Patriots.
PHOTO COURTESY OF @FORBESSPORTS ON TWITTER

Below: Wide receiver Juju Smith-Schuster re-signed with the Pittsburgh Steelers. PHOTO COURTESY OF @THEGAMEDAYNFL ON TWITTER

The NFL offseason is in full
swing as teams try to make the
necessary adjustments to put
them into title contention ahead of
the 2021-22 season. And already,
there have been some interesting moves across the league with
players cashing in big to either
return to their team or start a new
path somewhere else. In today’s
roundtable, the DC Sports Section
will be going over our takes for
the most surprising NFL signing
that may be the difference-maker
between a team missing the playoffs, and hoisting the Lombardi
Trophy come February. Let’s get
into it:
Cole Stefan
Campus Correspondent
The biggest surprise so far this
season has to be J.J. Watt deciding
to reunite with DeAndre Hopkins down in Arizona. The man
had narrowed his list down to the
Packers, Bills and Browns but outright decided to turn all of those
offers down and fulfill the Tweet
sent out by Hopkins. It’s not even
that the Cardinals needed some

Gilson’s
Sports
Guide: How
I became
a Swansea
City fan
by Conner Gilson
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

Believe it or not, the question I
have gotten asked most frequently in my lifetime is how I became
a fan of Swansea City FC. Not actually — in fact I’m pretty sure
it’s only come up once or twice —
but now that we’re on that topic,
let me tell you how it came to be
and why I’m probably the biggest
Swans fan in North America.
Growing up, my dad was a fan
of a few teams, settling on Nottingham Forest before becoming
a Man U fan after the company he
worked for became their sponsor.
But that wasn’t good enough for
me, so I took to FIFA 13.
The first copy of a game I have
continued to buy (or hold out for
so I could get it on my birthday)
for the past eight years, FIFA 13’s
career mode opened up a can of
worms I’m sure people close to
me wish it hadn’t. It did this by
introducing me to Swansea City.
Looking for a team still in the
Premier League that I could build
from the bottom up, I found the
Swans and never looked back.
With star striker Wilfried Bony
up top, the holy trinity of Jonjo
Shelvey, Wayne Routledge and
speed-demon Nathan Dyer in the
midfield and Angel Rangel and
Jordi Amat in the back, there was
no way you couldn’t swoon over
this loveable group of underdogs.
What made them even more enjoyable, though, was how sneaky
good they were as a unit.
With my leadership at the helm
and the settings set to professional, this Swansea team that
had spent the past several years
hopping back and forth between
the Premier League and Championship completed a near perfect
season, with Bony and Dyer pacing the competition in goals and
assists respectively.
It was a blast for me to bring
this team no one had ever heard
of to the top of the world’s best
league. From then on, I made it
my goal to do the same each pro-

extra defensive pieces to go along
Chandler Jones after losing Haasan Reddick and Patrick Peterson,
it’s more the fact that Watt decided
to play for what might be considered a mediocre team right now.
Who knows, maybe the Cardinals
rebound strong in 2021 and qualify for a playoff spot with a record
above .500, but only time will tell
as well as the continued development of Kyler Murray.
Evan Rodriguez
Campus Correspondent
With everything that went on
for the Pittsburgh Steelers this
past NFL season, it is very surprising to see wide receiver Juju
Smith-Schuster return to the
team. With much higher offers
from other teams, including the
Baltimore Ravens with star Lamar
Jackson at the helm, Smith-Schuster decided to take the smaller deal
and return to a team that made no
major moves and even lost Bud
Dupree this offseason. While it’s
admirable to see the star wide receiver choose loyalty over money,
it’s hard to imagine the Steelers
being able to truly compete with
no major action in the current
free agency period. It’s a confus-

ing move that has Smith-Schuster
putting everything on the line in
the upcoming 2021-22 season.
Danny Barletta
Sports Editor
I could name any one of the
many moves the New England
Patriots made because I was just
surprised they were so active in
free agency. But the move that was
most surprising to me was Hunter
Henry. The move made so much
sense that I assumed it wouldn’t
happen. The Patriots desperately
needed tight end help, but I figured Henry would fall through the
cracks and he’d end up elsewhere.
Especially when it was announced
earlier in the same day that the
Patriots signed Jonnu Smith. It
seemed like that would be New
England’s one move at tight end,
but then they went and gave Henry, probably the best tight end on
the market this year, a contract as
well. It’s so weird for the Patriots
to be willing to spend so much in
free agency. But they saw how bad
last season went with no weapons
on offense, and they’re trying to
fix that. Henry will be a huge help
next season, no matter who the
Patriots have at quarterback.

DB’s Weekly Take: Why we love upsets

ceeding year. And goddammit,
for the past eight years, through
new consoles, new controls and
new rosters, the one constant was
that Swansea City, led by manager Arthur Anymoredonuts, finished at the top of the table year
in and year out.

“Looking for a team
still in the Premier
League that I could
build from the
bottom up, I found
the Swans and
never looked back.”

Oral Roberts players and coaches celebrate after beating Ohio State in a first-round game in the NCAA
men’s college basketball tournament, Friday, March 19, 2021, at Mackey Arena in West Lafayette, Indiana. The game was one of many upsets in the first round.
PHOTO BY ROBERT FRANKLIN/AP

by Danny Barletta
The success I found in a video
game has translated into real-life
meaning, as this year is the closest I’ve followed the Swans, as
they try to claw their way out
of the Championship and back
into Premier League play. And
although the roster looks pretty
different from when I first fell in
love with this team back in 2013,
the appreciation for the Swans
and their manager, who looks
eerily like Ned Schneebly from
“School of Rock,” is undying.
I’ve got the flag, the passion
and the memorized lyrics to the
absolute banger that is Wilfried
Bony’s hype song. Now all that’s
left to do is to get out to Wales for
an in-person game, something
that I genuinely hope happens.
All because I chose some random
team in FIFA 2013.
So, with all that in mind, I’ll
leave you with this:
Swansea, O Swansea, oh city,
said I
I’ll stand there on the north
bank until
The day I die.
Take me to the vetch field
Way down by the sea,
Where I will follow Swansea,
Swansea city

SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

March Madness is the greatest
sporting event in the world. Of
course, that’s a subjective statement based solely on my opinion,
but there are a lot of people who
agree with me. When you ask
any of us the reason why we love
March Madness so much, the answer is pretty simple:
“The upsets,” we say.
Upsets are a universally beloved
thing in sports, and no event sees
more upsets than March Madness.
Just in the first round this year, we
saw Oral Roberts take down Big 10
power Ohio State, Abil Christian
beat Texas and North Texas defeat
Purdue, among other unlikely results. Now I’m not sure anybody
outside of those school communities actually know where those
schools are located, but everybody
(with the exception of Ohio State,
Texas or Purdue fans) was happy
they won. Why? Because sports
fans love upsets.
Now why do sports fans love
upsets? As someone who watches
more sports than most and almost
always roots for upsets, I really
can’t give a straight answer to that.
There’s just something about a

team or individual who seemingly
has no chance to win taking down
a heavily favored opponent. It’s romantic. It’s the closest real life gets
to a fairy tale.
Take a look at some of the greatest upsets of all time. Buster Douglas knocking out Mike Tyson for
the heavyweight title in 1990. The
United States defeating the Soviet
Union in hockey at the 1980 Olympics. No. 16 seeded UMBC taking
down No. 1 Virginia in the 2018
NCAA Tournament. The Miracle
Mets beating the heavily favored
Orioles in the 1969 World Series.
Appalachian State, an FCS football
team, beating No. 5 ranked Michigan, a college football powerhouse,
in 2007. I can go on.
Even the New York Giants beating the undefeated New England
Patriots in Super Bowl XLII. As a
9-year-old Patriots fan, it made me
cry. As a 22-year-old sports writer,
I can recognize just how amazing
and improbable that upset was.
Unless you have a rooting interest for the favorite, you always
cheer for the underdog. It’s human
nature. Nobody roots for Goliath.
Nobody cheers for Apollo Creed to
win at the end of “Rocky.” The underdog may not win very often, but
when it does, it’s a huge deal.
Like I said, I don’t have a clear

answer as to why we as humans
always tend to root for upsets,
but if you’ll allow me to get philosophical for a second, I do have
some ideas. Life is hard, and we
humans are hardwired to feel like
the world is always against us (and
a lot of times, it is). In the game of
life, we are the underdogs, and life
beats us up more times than not.
But when we do get those occasional victories in life — a new job,
a promotion, a gift we really want
— it’s almost like we are pulling
off an upset. So when sports fans
tune into games, they don’t want
to see the team that’s supposed to
win, win. There’s enough of that
in everyday life. They want to see
the underdog win because they see
themselves as the underdog.
Wow, that was deep. Obviously
there’s no science involved in that
hypothesis. It’s just one man’s attempt to explain the unexplainable
urge to always root for the little
guy.
Well, whatever the reason, I
know I love to see the underdogs
win. So here’s to more upsets in the
coming weeks of the NCAA Tournament. Maybe this will finally be
the year where a double-digit seed
wins the whole thing, thus adding
itself to the list of the ultimate underdogs.
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UConn Softball crushes Blue Devils
in 10-2 victory in first game at Burrill

UConn softball outfielder Reese Guevarra (19) tries to beat a throw to first base in the team’s home opener on Wednesday. The Huskies beat Central Connecticut State 10-2 in five
innings in the first game at Burrill Family Field. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Ashton Stansel
STAFF WRITER
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

On Wednesday, March 24, the
University of Connecticut women’s softball team took on the
Central Connecticut State University Blue Devils in a one-game
midweek series. It was the first
time since the teams had faced off
since 2019, a game that the Huskies won 6-0. The Huskies also
lead the all-time record between
the two teams, with 61 wins and
8 losses.
It was the first time the Huskies (10-10) had played at home
this season, and it was the first
game at the brand new Burrill

Family Field on campus. It was
also the first time they played
another Connecticut team. The
game was chaotic, with the Huskies jumping out to an early lead
in the first inning. They scored
two early in the first on the back
of hits from Madisyn Estorga and
Hollis Wivell.
Both of them would score later
in the first, on the back of an unforced error by the Blue Devils (43), giving the Huskies a 4-0 lead.
The Huskies would score twice in
the second, one on a double from
Briana Marcelino and the other
on a sacrifice fly by Estorga. They
added a seventh in the fourth inning, on a flyout from Marcelino
that brought home Aziah James.

The only response from the
Blue Devils came in the top of the
fifth, when a single from outfielder Kim Howard brought in two. It
was a good effort from Howard
but a dying breath for the Devils as the Huskies were eager to
increase their lead in the fifth.
They scored a run on the backs
of a solo home run from catcher
Devon Casazza, her fifth of the
season, giving themselves an 8-2
lead.
The game ended a few minutes
later, when Reese Guevarra hit
an inside-the-park homerun that
also brought in Makenzie Mason
and gave the Huskies a five-inning, 10-2 win. It was a good
ending to their first home game

of the season and a good lead in
for the three games that they’ll be
playing against Butler University
over the weekend.
The UConn pitchers dominated throughout the game, giving
up just two runs and three hits
through five innings. Payton
Kinney held off the Blue Devils
offense throughout the game,
getting several strikeouts and
holding off their offensive efforts,
allowing the Huskies offense to
take over and dominate.
It was also a game dominated
by baserunning. The Huskies
stole bases repeatedly, forcing the
Blue Devils into disadvantageous
positions with aggressive baserunning and squeezing into close

calls in several situations that set
up runs and forced the Blue Devils to play around them.
UConn is now sitting on a
three-game winning streak and
has won four out of their last
five games, a major upswing
from a few weeks ago when they
looked down in the dumps after
being stomped by Duke. The real
question will come this weekend,
when they play a best-of-three
against the Butler University
Bulldogs. It’s the first home series for the Huskies this year and
a follow up to their 2-1 series win
over Creighton last weekend.
Those games will begin on Saturday, March 27, at 12:00 p.m.
EST.

Women’s Soccer Preview: Huskies look to take down
the Wildcats in their second encounter this season
The UConn women’s soccer
team gets set to host Villanova at
the Joseph J. Morrone Stadium
on Thursday, March 25 at 2 p.m.
The Huskies (5-2-1, 3-2-1 Big East)
and the Wildcats (2-6-2, 1-3-2 Big
East) faced each other a little over
three weeks ago, with the contest ending in a draw. This time,
UConn will look to get the victory
over a stubborn Villanova side.
Although the Wildcats currently sit under .500 percent,
they travel to Storrs with wind in
their sails. They defeated Seton
Hall 2-1 in extra time on Thursday, Mar. 18, and held St. John’s
to a 2-2 draw on Sunday, March
21. Without a doubt, the result
against the Red Storm is their

best of the season, as they were
able to get a solid outcome at St.
John’s. The Red Storm had not
lost or drawn a single game at
home going into Thursday’s contest.
Forward Chloe O’Neill is a
player that the Husky backline must keep their eye on. She
scored in both of Villanova’s last
two games, and is currently tied
joint first in goals scored on the
team with one, along with one
assist. O’Neill’s strike partner
in Sophia Kryza will also look
to cause havoc in UConn’s final
third. Kryza scored the winner
against Seton Hall, and is tied
joint first for goals scored on the
team with one.

See WSOC, p. 10

UConn goalkeeper Randi Palacios (30) makes a great save on a penalty kick. The Huskies defeated the Providence Friars 2 - 0 on Sunday, March 21. The first half was scoreless, but UConn caplitalized in the second
half. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Softball
Wednesday

vs.
Women’s Soccer, Thursday, 2 p.m.
Morrone Stadium

vs.

10

2

vs.
Baseball, Friday, 3 p.m.
Elliot Ballpark

Charlotte Carroll

@uconnhuskies

@UConnSoftball feeling those Opening
Day vibes today at the new Burrill Family
Field #BleedBlue

TWEETS OF THE DAY

STAFF WRITER
sebatian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Sebastian Garay-Ortega

@charlottecrrll
IT’S HAPPENING
UConn vs. Iowa means Paige Bueckers
& Caitlin Clark
Just yes for all basketball fans
Baseball Quotes

@BaseballQuotes1
It’s been 20 years since Randy Johnson
hit a bird
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