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UConn rock guidelines updated
after fall semester incidents
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USG plans syllabus database
and mental health training
by Alison Cross
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alison.cross@uconn.edu

Spirit Rock, one fo three paintable rocks at UConn, currently reads “Stop Asian Hate” on one side and
“Black Lives Matter.” The rock, now located outside of North Parking Garage, boasts thousands of layers of
paint, with the earliest ones dating back to the late 1940s.
PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The University of Connecticut
rock by North Garage was repainted twice this week with messages
referencing last week’s Atlanta spa
shootings.
In the beginning of the week, the
rock was painted with one side saying “All Asian Lives Matter” and the
other side keeping the pre-existing
“All Black Lives Matter.” It was later
repainted to say “Stop Asian Hate.”
Stephanie Reitz, university
spokesperson, said the UConn

rock painting policy permits free
expression, only if it is painted by
actively enrolled UConn students
and UConn registered student
organizations.
The rock painting policy was
updated on Nov. 1, 2020 after incidents during the fall 2020 semester in which non-UConn students
altered the messages on the rock.
The Daily Campus previously reported that someone who did not
belong to the UConn community
altered the rock to say “All Lives
Matter” in September.
According to the updated policy, non-UConn students, such

as faculty, staff, administrators,
donors and visitors are not permitted to paint the three paintable rocks. If they do so, it may be
considered defacement of public
property.
For UConn students, they may
use the rock as a “vehicle for expression,” including free expression of ideas and opinions. They
must express their ideas in a respectful manner.
Reitz said the policy does allow
students and student organizations to paint political issues.

The University of Connecticut
Undergraduate Student Government Senate passed two pieces
of legislation Wednesday night,
which would provide a digital archive of course syllabi and mandatory mental health training for
staff, faculty and students.
In two unanimous votes, the
Senate passed “A Statement of
Position Regarding a University-Wide Syllabus Repository”
and “Statement Regarding Revamped Mental Health Training
Across the University of Connecticut.”
Under the Syllabus Repository act, students registering for
classes would gain access to syllabi. The co-author of the bill,
Benjamin Keilty, a second-semester mathematics major, said the
Registrar’s Office and the Center
for Excellence in Teaching and
Learning expressed strong support for the USG syllabus database proposal.
Keilty said the Registrar would
integrate the repository into a
new registration software they
are currently crafting. The database could be ready as early as
next year, Keilty said, just in time
for Fall 2022 course registration.
“Students often have little information about what a class
will entail beyond the description given in the UConn Catalog. Some courses have not seen
their catalog copies updated in
decades, and over time the actual
content of some courses has di-

by Samuel Katz

The University of Connecticut
Jazz faculty Spotify playlist highlights some of their best pieces,
Earl MacDonald, director of Jazz
studies and professor of music,
said.
The playlist, which was created
last week, is titled “UConn Jazz Faculty & Alumni.” It consists of
25 songs with a play time of two
hours and 34 minutes.
The four faculty on the playlist are Gregg August, string bass
instructor and director of Jazz
combos, John Mastroianni, assistant professor in residence of Jazz
Studies and UConn Jazz ensemble
director, Sean Nelson, Jazz trombone instructor, and MacDonald
himself. The two alumni on the
playlist are saxophonist Mark
Small and pianist Gary Versace.
MacDonald said he wanted to
represent the wide variety of the

For more...

Jazz faculty and alum work, such
as small groups and big band projects. He also wanted to showcase
some of their award-nominated
and winning pieces.
“It is a nice way to remind [the
university community] that we
are practicing recording artists, as
well as being teachers of music,”
MacDonald said.
MacDonald said the playlist

“It is a nice
way to remind
[the university
community] that
we are practicing
recording artists,
as well as being
teachers of music.”

would work by either shuffling
through the songs or listening to
it in the set order. However, he did
purposely design a particular order for the songs to be listened to.
He said the pieces flowed in a satisfying manner.
“I wanted to get a nice cross-selection playlist,” he said. “A nice
flow from one piece to the next. I
went through the albums and I
picked things that popped to my
ears and other songs that complimented and flowed with each other.”
He said he pictured the playlist
being played in someone’s office
while they were working to give
them a productive boost.
“I was trying to imagine our listening listening to it in their office
space,” MacDonald said. “What
would give them nice background
music and be stimulating at the
same time?”

See JAZZ, p. 3
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verged from the course descriptions,” the legislation, written by
Keilty and Katherine Spinnato,
a fourth-semester history major,
said. “A database of all past and
proposed syllabi for all UConn
classes in order to allow students the opportunity to make
informed decisions about courses, modalities, and professors
during course selection.”
The Mental Health Training
act creates a mandatory, module-based training program similar to AlcoholEdu. Spinnato, a
co-author of the legislation, said
UConn Student Health and Wellness is currently working to create and implement this program
for the university.
Students and university employees will be required to complete a module on “Societal Experiences, Cultural Stigma, and
Intersectionality,” focusing on
LGBTQ+, international, immigrant, BIPOC and religious minority communities, and students with disabilities. Another
module titled “Financial Distress” will discuss the effect of
university fees, housing and food
insecurity, and students in poverty.
In addition to these two modules, UConn faculty must complete “Mental Health and Academics,”
which
discusses
“COVID’s impact on both academics and mental health” and
“[w]ays to accommodate students
when they express that they need
a break due to mental health purpose.”

See ROCK, p. 2

Feel Good Friday: New Spotify playlist
features UConn Jazz faculty and alumni

by Rachel Philipson
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Boulder Shooting:
On March 22, a man opened
fire in a King Soopers market in
Boulder, Colorado, killing ten.
Boulder police received reports
of a man carrying numerous firearms and a combat vest minutes
after the shooter opened fire. Eric
Talley, an officer in the Boulder
Police Department, was one of
the first officers on the scene, and
died after exchanging gunfire
with the suspect.
According to ABC News, Boulder police were able to injure the
shooter in the leg, who surrendered to law enforcement about
50 minutes after the shooting began. Colorado governor Jared Polis, along with former President
Barack Obama and President Joe
Biden, offered their condolences
to the survivors and those who
lost loved ones in the shooting.
“Tonight, the families of these
victims, our fellow Coloradans,
my neighbors, are hearing the
The Daily Campus
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devastating news that their loved
one who simply woke up and went
to work this morning, or who ran
out to pick up eggs, won’t be coming home.” said Polis in a public
statement. According to CNN,
the shooter will make his first
appearance in court on March 25,
facing 10 counts of murder. Investigators are still looking into
motives or choice of location to
carry out this violent act.
Filibuster Debate:
In Congress, senate Democrats
put forward intentions to gut the
filibuster, a rule which describes
any attempts to block or delay the
senate’s action on a bill, according to the Senate.gov website.
Filibusters are most commonly used by demanding a supermajority vote, or 60 votes in approval, to end debate rather than
a simple majority. The general
consensus states, the Senate has
grown increasingly partisan, so
the filibuster has become a much
more controversial and effective
tool.

See NATIONAL, p. 3

Tweet of the Day
sreekar
@sreekyshooter
Congratulations to Magic City on
acquiring Lou Williams
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Biden not ruling out chance US USG forwards
stays longer in Afghanistan
syllabus legislation
USG, cont. from p. 1
“There is currently inconsistent
training for staff, faculty and students
in regards to supporting those struggling with mental health. This inconsistency creates confusion, lack of consistent and fair treatment and inhibits
students from effectively getting the
help they need in a timely manner,”
the legislation reads. “The pandemic
has exacerbated a concern for students
mental health needs and how it impacts their undergraduate experience.”

President Joe Biden speaks during a news conference in the East Room of the White House, Thursday,
March 25, 2021, in Washington. PHOTO BY EVAN VUCCI/AP PHOTO

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden on Thursday did
not rule out the possibility of U.S.
troops staying in Afghanistan
through the end of the year, and one
of his top generals told Congress
that Afghanistan’s military forces
need American assistance to successfully counter the Taliban.
Biden, at his first news conference as president, repeated his
assessment that it will be hard for
the United States to meet the May 1
deadline for a full American troop

withdrawal, as outlined in a peace
agreement between the Trump administration and the Taliban.
“It’s not my intention to stay
there for a long time,” Biden said,
“We will leave. The question is
when we leave.” When asked if U.S.
troops will still be in Afghanistan
next year, he said, ”I can’t picture
that being the case.”
Earlier in the day, Gen. Richard
Clarke, the head of U.S. Special Operations Command, told a Senate
hearing that, “the capabilities that

the U.S. provides for the Afghans
to be able to combat the Taliban
and other threats that reside in Afghanistan are critical to their success.” Clarke echoed the sentiments
of other military leaders when he
said it was clear that the Taliban
have not upheld their commitment
to reduce violence in Afghanistan
and instead have made a deliberate
decision to increase attacks. Those
attacks have largely been against
Afghans and haven’t targeted
Americans.

NORWICH, Conn. (AP) — Connecticut officials and the state’s
two federally recognized tribes expressed optimism Thursday that
online gambling and sports wagering will become a reality across the
state by the fall, in time for the new
professional football season.
A deal reached last week between
Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont’s office and the leaders of the Mohegan
and Mashantucket Pequot tribal
nations, owners and operators of
Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods Resort Casino, cleared a key legislative committee on Wednesday. The
governor’s office is now clarifying
some details before a final version
of the bill is presented to the full
House of Representatives for a
vote, possibly in about two weeks.
If both the House and Senate
pass the legislation, which allows
Lamont to enter into amended
gambling agreements with the two
tribes, the U.S. Department of Interior will ultimately have to approve
the deal.
“The goal is to be placing bets on
sports by this NFL season,” said
Rodney Butler, chairman of the
Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, at a news conference on the
steps of Norwich City Hall. Butler
predicted that once the legislation

clears the General Assembly, it will
take about 60-to-90 days to get final
federal approval.
“And then from the back end,
from a technology perspective,
we’re both ready to launch,” Butler said of Foxwoods and Mohegan
Sun.
Lamont, who appeared with Butler and Mohegan Tribal Chairman
James Gessner Jr. at the Norwich
event, said he’s also hopeful the
process will move quickly.
“I want the Legislature to move
this thing forward as fast as we
can — a good clean bill, simple and
ready to go. I think we have some
folks down at the Department of
Interior ready to move this along,”
he said. “Why not? Let’s get going
for this fall.”
Butler predicted the state could
reap about $70 million to $80 million from its share of the sports
wagering and online gambling
revenues, in addition to the state’s
existing 25% share of slot machine
revenues.
House Speaker Matt Ritter,
D-Hartford, acknowledged it could
be difficult to get the bill passed in
two weeks, given the various committee deadlines. But he said it’s
still possible if Lamont can sign off
quickly on the final version of the

bill.
“We know we’d like to do it in
April because that gives them an
opportunity to be up and running
for the NFL season, which we
know is important from a marketing standpoint and getting people
signed up,” he said. ‘So if we can do
it, we’d like to.”
Both tribal leaders said they’re
hopeful passages of the online
gambling and sports betting legislation will lead to the return of
thousands of workers who’ve been
laid off since both Foxwoods and
Mohegan Sun closed for much of
2020 due to the pandemic. The two
facilities each have about 3,000
workers currently back on the job.
Prior to COVID-19, each had about
5,000 employees.
“It’s going to give us the ability to
bring those employees back.” Gessner said.
Butler said he expects the online
wagering apps launched by each
casino will ultimately lead to more
foot traffic at the two sprawling,
southeastern Connecticut gambling and entertainment resorts,
where sports betting will also be
offered. The agreement also allows
the Connecticut Lottery Corporation to offer sports wagering and
some online games.

The legislation states that this
training aims to educate “Storrs
and all regional campus faculty,
staff, any employees at the university and incoming students on the
importance of mental health and
holistic health.”
Spinnato said that the creation
of this training program is in its
beginning stages at UConn SHaW.
She said module topics and subsections could change. The authors
of the legislation did not provide a
date for implementation.

UConn music faculty
creates jazz playlist
JAZZ, cont. from p. 1
MacDonald said members of the
UConn community should listen
to the playlist to connect with the
Jazz faculty in a new way.
“We are all Huskies and we are
in this together,” he said. “It’s cool
to see what the arts faculty are up
to and what they have created. Another thing, the music is first-rate.
It’s prize winning with so many
Grammy and Juno nominations
so it speaks to the artistry. It’s just

fun, good music.”
He said he hopes people who
may never listen to jazz will give
the playlist a chance.
“It’s also that jazz isn’t the most
popular of all music genres currently,” he said. “It’s a way to
sketch people’s imaginations and
listen to something new.”
The playlist can be found on
Spotify by searching for “UConn
Jazz - Faculty & Alumni” or by
clicking on the link in recent Daily
Digests.

UConn
changes
Lamont, tribes hopeful sports
betting ready for NFL kickoff Spirit Rock rules
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ROCK, cont. from p. 1

“As the policy states, the University supports the free expression
of ideas, which includes issues of
a controversial nature,” Reitz said.
“The language is intended to remind
students that they are part of a community and should be respectful of
their fellow students and also that
their actions must be consistent with
existing university policies.”
The only paintable rocks located
on UConn property are “The Rock”
by North Garage, “Towers Rocks” at

EXPLAINER: Suez
Canal block could hit
product supply chains
(AP) — The cargo ship blocking
the Suez Canal is holding up traffic
that carries nearly $10 billion worth
of goods every day, so a quick clearing
of the logjam is key to limiting the economic fallout.
Efforts continued Thursday to
dislodge the Ever Given container
ship and restore traffic on the critical
man-made waterway that connects
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the bottom of the walkway to Towers
Quadrangle and “Buckley/Shippee
Rock” on the south side of the road
leading to the Buckley/Shippee parking lot, according to the updated policy.
The updated policy outlines that
UConn will have signage by the three
paintable rocks stating their support
of student expression and painting
expectations. The policy will be enforced by the Division of Student
Affairs, university law enforcement
personnel and the students of the
University of Connecticut.

the Mediterranean to the Red Sea and
provides a shipping shortcut between
Europe and Asia.
HOW VITAL IS THE CANAL TO
SHIPPING?
About 10% of all global trade flows
through the 120-mile-long (193-kilometer-long) canal, which allows tankers and container ships to avoid a long
trip around the southern tip of Africa.
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Suez Canal, Senate Georgia Gov. Kemp signs GOP
filibuster blocked election bill amid an outcry
NATIONAL, cont. from p. 3
While Senate Democrats would
require 50 votes to end the filibuster rule, some Democrat senators
do not approve of the removal.
President Joe Biden was in favor
of a “talking filibuster,” where
legislation could be delayed for
as long as someone could continually talk, according to the Associated Press.
This practice was removed in
the mid-20th century, but President Biden said he sees it as a
compromise between the Demo-

crats and Republicans instead of
an outright end to the filibuster.
Suez Canal Blockage
On Wednesday, a container
ship blocked the Suez Canal. The
canal, located in Egypt, is one of
the most important lanes in global shipping. A report from the
Wall Street Journal said it may
take multiple weeks to free the
ship, which will massively impact global trade and shipping.
With 10% of all oil shipping going
through the canal, leaders in the
energy industry are concerned
with fallout from the blockage.

ATLANTA (AP) — Georgia
Gov. Brian Kemp drew protests
Thursday as he signed into law a
sweeping Republican-sponsored
overhaul of state elections that
includes new restrictions on voting by mail and greater legislative
control over how elections are
run.
Democrats and voting rights
groups say the law will disproportionately disenfranchise voters of
color. It is one of a wave of GOPbacked election bills introduced
in states around the country after
former President Donald Trump

stoked false claims that fraud led
to his 2020 election defeat.
President Joe Biden called such
GOP efforts “un-American” and
“sick” during a news conference
Thursday.
The Republican changes to
voting law in Georgia follows record-breaking turnout that led to
Democratic victories in the presidential contest and two U.S. Senate runoffs in the once reliably red
state.
“After the November election
last year, I knew, like so many of
you, that significant reforms to

our state elections were needed,”
said Kemp, who drew Trump’s ire
after certifying Biden’s victory in
Georgia.
Kemp signed the bill less than
two hours after it cleared the
Georgia General Assembly. The
bill passed the state House 10075, before the state Senate quickly
agreed to House changes, 34-20.
Republicans in the legislature
supported it. Democrats were opposed.
At his first news conference,
Biden harshly criticized Republican moves to limit voting rights.

N. Korea confirms missile tests as Biden warns of response

This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows a test fire of a newly developed new-type tactical guided projectile by the Academy of Defense Science, at an undisclosed place in North Korea Thursday. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image. The content of this image is as provided and cannot
be independently verified. Korean language watermark on the image as provided by a source reads: “KCNA” which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. PHOTO COURTESY
OF KOREAN CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY/KOREA NEWS SERVICE VIA AP

In shift, oil industry Navalny’s health worsens in
group backs federal Russian prison
price on carbon
WASHINGTON (AP) — The oil
and gas industry’s top lobbying
group on Thursday endorsed a federal price on carbon dioxide emissions
that contribute to global warming, a
reversal of longstanding policy that
comes as the Biden administration
has pledged dramatic steps to address climate change.
The American Petroleum Institute, whose members include ExxonMobil, Chevron and other oil giants,
announced the shift ahead of a virtual forum Thursday by the Interior
Department as it launches a monthslong review of the government’s oil
and gas sales.
API also called for fast-tracking
commercial deployment of longsought technology to capture and
store carbon emissions, as well as
federal regulation of methane emissions from new and existing oil and
gas wells, after strongly resisting
such regulations proposed by the
Obama administration.
“Confronting the challenge of
climate change and building a lower-carbon future will require a combination of government policies,
industry initiatives and continuous
innovation,” API President and CEO
Mike Sommers said in a statement.
The reversal comes as President
Joe Biden has made tackling climate
change a top priority, moving in his
first days in office to suspend oil and

gas lease sales from federal lands and
waters and cancelling the contentious Keystone XL oil sands pipeline
from Canada.
Biden said during the campaign
he supports “an enforcement mechanism” that targets carbon pollution,
and the White House has left open
use of a carbon tax to help lower
U.S. emissions of greenhouse gases.
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has
spoken in favor of the idea, telling the
Senate Finance Committee, “We cannot solve the climate crisis without
effective carbon pricing.”
While industry critics expressed
suspicions over the sincerity of the
move, Sommers emphasized that
oil companies want “market-based
solutions” such as a carbon tax or
a cap-and-trade policy, rather than
“heavy-handed government regulation.’’ The oil industry played a key
role in the defeat of proposed capand-trade legislation in the Senate a
decade ago, and its endorsement of
a carbon price and other federal action marks a turnaround after years
of opposition to federal legislation to
address climate change.
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland
on Thursday kicked off a broad review of the government’s oil and gas
program that could lead to a longterm ban on leases or other steps to
discourage drilling and reduce emissions.

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny has
accused prison authorities of failing
to provide proper treatment for his
back pain and leg problems, saying
in a letter posted Thursday that his
physical condition has worsened
in prison and he now has trouble
walking.
Navalny blamed his health problems on prison officials failing to
provide the right medicines and
refusing to allow his doctor to visit him behind bars. He also complained in a second letter that the
hourly checks a guard makes on
him at night amounted to sleep
deprivation torture.
Copies of his letters to penitentiary officials and Russia’s top prosecutor were posted on Navalny’s
website.
The 44-year-old Navalny, who is
President Vladimir Putin’s most
outspoken opponent, was arrested
on Jan. 17 upon his return from Germany, where he spent five months
recovering from a nerve-agent poisoning that he blames on the Kremlin. Russian authorities have rejected the accusation.
Last month, Navalny was sentenced to 2 1/2 years in prison for
violating the terms of his probation
while convalescing in Germany.
The sentence stems from a 2014
embezzlement conviction that Navalny has rejected as fabricated —
and which the European Court of

Human Rights has ruled to be unlawful.
“My condition has worsened. I
feel acute pain in my right leg, and
I feel numbness in its lower part,”
Navalny wrote in the letter. “I have
trouble walking.”
He said that the authorities have
given him standard pills and ointment for his pain, but refused to
accept medicines earlier prescribed
by his doctor.
He accused prison officials of
undermining his health with a “deliberate denial of due medical assistance.”
Russia’s Federal Penitentiary
Service said earlier Thursday that
Navalny had undergone medical
check-ups the previous day, describing his condition as “stable
and satisfactory.”
But Navalny’s lawyer, Olga
Mikhailova, said Thursday after
visiting him in prison that “his
right leg is in terrible shape.”
Mikhailova said on Dozhd TV
that Navalny was taken to a hospital outside his prison on Wednesday for magnetic resonance tomography but wasn’t given the results.
She said Navalny had experienced back pain for four weeks, but
prison officials also would not permit a visit by his doctor. The lawyer argued that authorities should
transfer Navalny to Moscow so he
could get better treatment.
Navalny’s wife, Yulia, said on In-

stagram that she doesn’t trust the
prison medics, and she called on
authorities to let doctors who have
her and her husband’s trust in to
see him. She said prison authorities
refused to accept a note from Navalny’s doctor prescribing some exercises to ease his back pain.
She denounced the treatment of
her husband in prison as part of
Putin’s “personal revenge.”
Putin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters that the Kremlin
wasn’t following Navalny’s condition, referring questions to the penitentiary service.
Earlier this month, Navalny was
moved to a prison colony in Pokrov
in the Vladimir region, 85 kilometers (53 miles) east of Moscow. The
facility stands out among Russian
penitentiaries for its particularly
strict regime that includes routines
like standing at attention for hours.
In a note earlier this month, Navalny described the prison, IK-2, as
a “friendly concentration camp.”
He said he hadn’t seen “even a hint
at violence” there but lived under controls that he compared to
George Orwell’s “Nineteen EightyFour.”
Navalny, whom prison authorities had earlier marked as a flight
risk, said he was subject to particularly close oversight, including a
guard waking him up every hour
at night and filming him to demonstrate he is in the required place.
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An agrarian view of derangement
by Sharon Spaulding
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sharon.spaulding@uconn.edu

“What can cause people to destroy
the places where they live, the
humans and other creatures who
are their neighbors, and ultimately
themselves?”
— Wendell Berry, “The Art of
Loading Brush”

In math, a permutation is a reordering of a set. For example,
if Paige Bueckers, Evina Westbrook, Christyn Williams and
Aaliyah Edwards were lined up
in that order, a permutation of
the players would be any re-arrangement of their order, such
as if Westbrook and Edwards
swapped places and the players
were then lined up in the order
Bueckers, Edwards, Williams,
Westbrook.
A derangement is a special kind
of reordering, where every single
element in the original ordering
has to be in a different position in
the reordering. As a non-example, the permutation of the players above is not a derangement,
because Bueckers and Williams
remain in their original positions
even after the reordering.

The word “derangement” is
used in the title of the UConn
Reads book of the year, “The
Great Derangement.” The author,
Amitav Ghosh, argues that the
problem of climate change is one
of wholesale derangement — a
“broader imaginative and cultural
failure” in our understandings of
nature and catastrophe. While of
course Ghosh uses the word “derangement” in the conventional
English way, the mathematical
definition of derangement is interesting to me because it bridges
some of Ghosh’s ideas with Wendell Berry’s ideas. A derangement
of a set relocates every single element of that set to a new position;
no elements remain in the same
position. In the mathematical
sense, a derangement is a complete and total dis-ordering.
Berry, whose work I wrote
about last week and the week
before, includes ideas of order as
fundamental to his discussions
on nature and environmental
degradation. As I wrote about
last week, Berry defines order as
“the formal integrity by which
a kind of creature or workmanship maintains its identity and
remains recognizable even as it
varies through time, adapting
to difference and to change.”
He later writes that the integrity of nature and the integrity of
humanity are interdependent.
Order in the natural world and
in our communities depends on
our own personal, cultural and
communal integrity — and in
turn, integrity in our own cultures and communities is proved

by a truthful understanding and
preservation of nature’s order
and integrity.
While they use different language and contexts to do so, both
Berry and Ghosh describe a gradual yet significant shift in our cultural view of nature as a kind of
dis-ordering that has justified excessive waste and fragmentation.
In one of his essays, Berry follows
the work of Western writers over
centuries as they move away from
viewing nature with what he refers to as a “practical reverence” to
sentimentalizing it and discarding
a belief in its, and our own, limits.
Ghosh follows this shift in his discussions of the modern novel, and
similarly points to “a deification
of the human that gave [nature]
an illusory apartness from ourselves.”
It’s striking that the two writers
are so similar in their arguments,
because the writers themselves
are remarkably different. Berry
has lived in rural Kentucky as
a farmer for most of his life. He
writes from his perspective as a
witness to the rapid ecological
and economic decline of local ecosystems and communities. Ghosh
has lived in numerous cities over
the course of his life, and writes
from his perspective as a witness
to the consequences of reckless
urban planning on human life.
From both perspectives, calamity
is a result of a collective dis-ordering of thought, perspective and
imagination.
I sometimes wonder if we think
more in words or in images. I remember wondering this from the

Controlling human impact
on the global environment
by Arya Bhogte

CONTRIBUTOR
arya.bhogte@uconn.edu

ILLUSTRATION BY ALISIA GRUENDEL, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The global economy has grown to
a point where human activities of extraction and consumption of natural
resources exceed the rate at which
Earth can regenerate those resources. Added pressures on global energy,
food and water by mankind’s dependency on finite natural resources coupled with unsustainable consumption
behaviors may lead to a depletion of
these resources.
There are over 7 billion people in
the world and roughly 3 trillion trees.
What is the harm then? According to
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, to sustain
Earth’s inhabitants, water requirements will need to increase by 57%, the
energy sector must generate 40% more
than what is produced currently and
food systems will need to expand productive cultivation by 70%.
Human consumption levels are increasing rapidly, but the related harms

backseat of a car while driving
through the Andes in Peru two
summers ago as I was trying to absorb as much of the natural landscape as possible. Even as I did,
I remember realizing that there
were still images in my own head
of other places I’d been or imagined that were associated with the
thoughts in my head at the moment and that were different from
the images I was seeing through
the car window. Both the external
images that I was trying to capture and the internal ones were
existing at the same time. Moreover, they were interdependent.
My own perceptions of the unfamiliar landscapes were no doubt
dependent on my thoughts and

frame of mind. Yet the topography of my own thoughts and perspectives was also being altered
by those sights — of eucalyptus
trees clustered along the road, of
the facade of clouds before an upside-down Southern Hemisphere
moon, of triangular glaciers capping the peaks of mountains you’d
have to crane your neck to see the
tops of through the car window.
Ghosh writes in “The Great Derangement” that “To think like
a forest ... is ... to think in images.” Thinking in images can be
thought of as thinking of interdependencies — to consider nature’s
order and our collective integrity
as being interdependent, and then
to act and live accordingly.

Author Sharon Spaulding discusses the meaning of “derangement” through an agrarian lens on her column this week.
Pictured above is the Sacred Valley of the Incas in Peru.
PHOTOGRAPH BY AARON SPAULDING

are difficult for the average person. Society encourages recycling and clean
energy, and most people do their part
in aligning to that. Most people also
realize that it is in their best interests
to avoid destructive short-term behavior of selfish individuals and put
in place regulations to punish those
individuals. However, because people
don’t quite understand the scale of consumption, and impacts on our planet,
the cheaters don’t get punished. Those
cheaters become powerful through the
higher wealth of resources and set society’s norms.
Game theory can help understand
how humans interact with the environment by conveying an individual’s
costs and benefits. Let’s consider how
public resources are viewed through
the tragedy of the commons. A village
has a communal pasture where the
residents can let their livestock graze.
Since this pasture is unregulated, a
person will benefit most if they put
more animals in the pasture. Each person benefits by grazing more life stock
in the short term and this will ruin the
pasture. The United Nations reports
that 80% of the world’s fish stocks for
which assessment information is available are reported as fully exploited or
overexploited.
Most global resources are unregulated, but the human population is large
enough to make these global resources
functionally finite.

The immediate solution that comes
to mind is to limit the number of people who could use the commons, and
the intensity at which users could
graze livestock. However, to some
people, the benefits of cheating by
sneaking into the pasture or paying off
authorities can outweigh costs. Think
of poachers who hunt off season or
rare animals, or corporations that
dump toxic waste despite regulations.
The goal is to minimize the number
of cheaters compared to those willing to cooperate. With populations
increasing, the number of cheaters is
also increasing, creating an escalating
environmental problem.

See ENVIRONMENT, p. 8

To sustain Earth:

Water =
Energy =
Food =

57%
40%
70%

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS
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Is perfectionism a strength or a weakness?
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti_ jr.@uconn.edu

While every student strives for
greatness, some students strive for
flawlessness, no matter if this is
an attainable goal or not. Perfectionists, according to the Oxford
Dictionary, are people “who refuse to accept any standard short
of perfection,” and while it may
seem admirable to always pay
attention to every detail, there
is a downside to perfectionism.
Alexis Roach, graduate student in higher education and
student affairs, weighed in on
the topic in an online discussion
titled Let’s Talk Leadership:
Challenging Perfectionism In
Leadership. Hosted by the Student Activities Leadership Office, self-identified perfectionist
students met to discuss perfectionism, particularly in the academic sense.
Roach broke down perfectionism into two categories: healthy
perfectionism and maladaptive
perfectionism. She admitted that
while it is good to have high expectations for oneself (healthy
perfectionism), it can be destructive
when it discourages an individual
from making mistakes that serve as
learning tools (maladaptive perfectionism).
As a self-described “recovering

tation on us to always be perfect.”
Capitalist societies like the United States place a huge value on productivity, and individuals may feel
imperfect if they are not working
productively with every moment of
their time.
Students also shared that the
American Dream philosophy
also pushes them to work past
their limits because they feel as
though they can only be successful if they live a perfect life. The
same can be said about social
media, with the constant bombardment of people’s best selves
being on display festering that
need to be perfect in all aspects
of your life.
So the question now becomes
how perfectionists can harness
the healthy power of their personality while dealing with the
maladaptive.
“Look at the situation and
think,” Roach said. “Do I need
to be perfect right now? How
important is this in the grand
scheme of my life? Or when you
fail, as we all will and we all do,
In an afternoon workshop, Alexis Roach discussed perfectionism as it pertains to academia and the leadership
roles with it. Roach reminded students that it is important to celebrate the little accomplishments, especially
ask yourself, what am I supfor perfectionists who are never satisfied with their work. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
posed to learn from this? How
am I supposed to grow from this
are initially challenging.
“Capitalism is a huge reason why experience?”
attendees admitting that they feel
“Being that healthy perfectionist burnt out after spending tedious perfectionism is a big issue in our soBy being able to reframe the sitis in a growth mindset,” Roach said. amounts of time trying to make ciety, because capitalism really breeds uation, it is possible for even the
“Whereas on the maladaptive side, things perfect.
competition.” Roach said. “It’s sort of staunchest perfectionists to grow
Roach
explained
that
the
environyou’re not centering on your growth
like may the best person win all the from their experiences and become
and you’re not centering on your ment we live in breeds perfectionism, time and puts this unhealthy expec- more well-rounded individuals.
perfectionist,” Roach explained that
she remembers avoiding activities
altogether if she could not meet her
high standards, preventing herself
and other perfectionists from trying
new things or improving skills that

own learning, you’re just expecting
yourself to perform perfectly 100%
of the time.”
Trying to be perfect in every aspect
of your life is not only unattainable
but also tiring, with several student

particularly in the United States, as
constant competition pits individuals against each other, forcing many
to feel as though they need to be at
the top in order to live a seemingly
successful and well-led life.

CLIMATE CHANGE DENIAL IN THE
WAKE OF GLOBAL CLIMATE CRISIS
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

Climate change is a pressing issue
worldwide, dominating headlines for
the past 50 years and sparking fear
of what will happen if we continue
down the same path. In June of 1988,
Dr. James Hansen testified before the
U.S. Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee stating that global
warming had reached a level such that
a relationship could be found between
greenhouse effects and warming.
This testimony, along with growing publicity surrounding the threats
posed by climate change, appeared to
have had a dramatic impact on society,
yet, almost 50 years later, the world
has continued to resist suggestions
and remedies posed by climate scientists.
The UConn Reads program hosted
a panel discussion titled Truth, Democracy and Climate Change, which
focused on the political aspect of the
climate crisis facing our society and
how climate change denial, which refers to dismissal or doubt that contradicts scientific evidence that climate
change exists, acts as an existential
threat to society and is detrimental
to future progress.
“The policies we choose now and in
the near future will determine how
bad the crisis becomes and for how
long,” Thomas Bontly, a philosophy
professor at UConn, said.
Climate scientists have been warn-

ing people for decades about how
greenhouse gas emissions are dramatically changing the climate and
threatening human health. There is
overwhelming scientific evidence to
support this, however, many segments
of the population are unconvinced,
and it has become an issue that has
polarized political parties
even further within
the United States.
“The greatest
challenges of
the climate
crisis are
arguably
political,”
Bontly
said.
As
with
many
other
societal
issues,
progress always seems to
be slow in terms
of lasting policy
change. According to
Pew Research Center, Democrats
are more than three times more likely
than Republicans to say that dealing
with climate change is a top priority. This polarizing issue has created
a deadlock between the parties and
halted progress.
In 2015, the Climate Clock, a collaboration of artists, scientists and activ-

ists, was launched to show how long
humanity has until emissions rise past
the one-and-a-half degrees Celsius
threshold that, if exceeded, could result in many negative consequences. This initiative, along with many
others, is trying to show people how
dire the current climate crisis is and
work to gain more support
for renewable energy
sources and other
climate-friendly
practices.
An interesting side
effect of
the coronavirus
pandemic
is that
carbon
emissions
actually
went down.
This is not
surprising
given the f act
that, for months,
many parts of the world
were locked down and people
only left their houses to go grocery
shopping and complete other necessary tasks. Although COVID-19
helped carbon emissions fall by over
6%, this is far from what is necessary
to solve the climate crisis. As restrictions have lessened and people have
begun returning to semi-normalcy,

these rates have once again begun to
rise, and the momentary progress has
appeared to have run its course.
So what happens now?
Solving the climate crisis cannot be
done overnight and much of the damage done cannot be reversed. Given
this grim outlook, you might think
that we’re doomed, but climate scientists are confident that the Earth can
continue to be livable for generations
to come. Panelists spoke on the importance of a holistic approach that
takes into account people’s identities,
backgrounds and levels of knowledge
to gain support for scientific knowledge on climate change.
“When people feel that their identities are affirmed, rather than threatened, that opens up their minds to
the evidence and enables rational
discourse to proceed,” Elizabeth Anderson, a philosophy professor at the
University of Michigan, said.
The climate crisis is far from over,
and climate denial is one of the leading
forces preventing meaningful change
from happening. On an individual
level, some changes that people can
make is to consume less, invest in renewable energy, reduce driving time
and invest in energy-efficient appliances. These are just a few of the many
ways that people can help stop global
warming and create a healthier planet
for future generations. Climate change
is one of the most pressing issues of
our time and more needs to be done
to ensure that politicians and policymakers make it a top priority.
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T he scientific history of
L GBT Q studies
those who were living there, some
of them killed. Others were taken
out to concentration camps. Everything falls apart and for a long
time during the war, there was no
How much do you know about
sexual research.”
the scientific history of gender and
sexuality? Throughout history, the
Deymier said after World War
study of sexual science has had
II, the study of sexual science then
setbacks but also advancements.
moved to America. Alfred Kinsey
Co-sponsored by O-Stem and the
was an entomologist who found
Rainbow Center, Alix Deymier, an
that some wasps mated with the
assistant professor in biomedical
same or both biological sexes. In
engineering at UConn health, preorder to learn more about wasps’
sented a brief history about gender
sexual behavior, he created the
studies in science through Zoom on
Kinsey scale for sexuality. As he
Thursday evening.
studied wasps, he also thought
about human gender/sexuality
The study of sexual science
began in the 17th to 18th century
which led to the Kinsey sexualiduring the Age of Enlightenment
ty scale for humans too. During
in Europe where septhis time, William
aration of religion
Masters and Virginand state was still a
ia Johnson advertised
developing idea, acconversion therapy,
cording to Deymier.
but it was later seen
She added that many
that they had conbelieved that sex was
ducted inhumane and
only seen as a means
illegal experiments.
for reproduction at
Despite setbacks,
research in sexual
the time.
“We move away
science grew and scifrom this idea of relientists changed how
gion and morality as a
homosexuality was
viewed in the Diagdefinition of good and
bad and we move to
nostic and Statistical
a point where secuManual of Mental
Disorders (DSM),
larism becomes more
important,” Deymiaccording to Deymier said. “So morality
er. She added that
although there are
stops being defined
as something that is
achievements in genGod’s will. Judaism,
der studies, there is
Catholicism, Chrisa lot more that needs
tianity, all of these
to get done. Further
different religions Alix Deymier, an assistant professor in biomedical engineering at UConn health, gave a historresearch was conhad all these different ical overview of gender studies on Thursday evening. Deymier discussed how sexual science
ducted through brain
in particular has been shaped by eras like the Age of Enlightenment and World War II. PHOTO
takes on homosexual- PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
studies of transgenity, transgenderism,
ders and cisgenders.
etc. and all those moral takes [that] for gay rights in Europe. According who studied sexual science in According to Deymier, they found
are being pushed back with this to Deymier, even though Heinrich Germany were Jewish. They were that a transgender person and cismove towards the law is going to faced opposition, he still advocated making breakthroughs in hormon- gender person both have the same
establish morality.”
for the government to decriminal- al research, but then World War II brain structure.
The father of sexual science ize homosexuality.
broke out. The study of sexual sci“There could be all these biologwas Alexandre Jean-Baptiste ParMagnus Hirschfeld was a Ger- ence was not only put to a halt but ical reasons but the danger of esent-Duchatelet, a French specialist man physician who not only ad- research was destroyed, according tablishing biology as a cause is then
that fought for clean living condi- vocated for LGBTQIA+ rights, to Deymier.
people are gonna be like, ‘Eugenics,
tions. He found that poor sewage but also changed the way gender
“Everything gets shut down,” let’s get rid of gay genes ‘cause we
systems were the cause of disease and sexuality were understood Deymier said. “The Institute for don’t like it, make sure your kid
and poor health in Paris, accord- through his research, Deymier Sexual Research gets completely doesn’t have hormones during fetal
ing to Deymier. As he was doing explained. He created an institute sacked, they come in and they pull development,’ so I think we also get
research, Parent-Duchatelet saw for sexual research in 1919 to spe- out everything. They burn every- to a dangerous point and it’s very
that prostitutes were standing near cifically study sexuality, gender thing. They destroy parts of the in- complex but this is where things
the sewers. His experience talking and gender identity. Hirschfeld side of the building. They attacked stand now,” Deymier said.

by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

to the prostitutes made him realize
they weren’t morally bad like he
was told to believe.
“He comes to the conclusion that
prostitution is not caused by loose
morals but instead prostitution is
caused by sociological situations,
so lack of access, poverty,” Deymier
said.
Parent-Duchatelet not only published his findings but it was the
first time where the act of human
sexual behavior was discussed in
public. He set the foundations that
started conversations about sex as
something people can scientifically study, according to Deymier. In
Germany, Karl Heinrich Ulrich was
a gay man who strongly advocated

“Judaism, Catholicism,
Christianity, all of these
different religions
had all these different
takes on homosexuality,
transgenderism, etc. and
all those moral takes
[that] are being pushed
back with this move
towards the law is going
to establish morality.”
ALEX DEYMIER

also hired and provided housing
for the LGBTQIA+ community
in his institution. He pioneered
the idea of a sexuality and gender
spectrum, saying that there are 64
sexual intermediaries of gender
and sexuality. According to Deymier, Hirschfeld also reinvented
transgender science by performing
sex-change procedures.
“Hirschfeld really believed that
if you came together and you were
able to show people that scientifically, homosexuality is totally normal and it’s just a different distribution of people, then there could
be justice in the world,” Deymier
said.
In the 20th century, scientists

“Hirschfeld really believed
that if you came together
and you were able to show
people that scientifically,
homosexuality is totally
normal and it’s just a
different distribution of
people, then there could
be justice in the world,”
ALEX DEYMIER
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A primer on Passover
by Samara Karow
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samara.karow@uconn.edu

Passover, the most widely celebrated Jewish holiday, is this Saturday night. The holiday falls on
the 15th of Nisan, which in 2021
means March 27. Passover lasts
eight days — seven days in Israel because of time zones. Jews all
over the world take part in hosting
seders to commemorate the story of
Exodus, remembering, “You shall
not oppress a stranger, for you
know the feelings of the stranger,
having yourselves been strangers
in the land of Egypt.”
“Passover’s message is for everyone,” Dr. Frederick Roden, coordinator of the Center for Judaic
Studies and Contemporary Life of
Stamford campus, said. “We read
its story as if personally experiencing the struggle for freedom from
bondage. We reflect on our individual and collective ‘prisons’ and in
compassion awaken to liberating
ourselves and others, whatever
their oppression may be. The narrative speaks to all times and places,
which is why we have welcomed
all people to our past humanist/
interfaith Human Rights Passover

read the Haggadah, or books givSeders at the Stamford Campus.”
Many of those observing Pass- ing instructions for this ritualistic
over, both in diasporic countries meal. In the maggid, or story, secand in Israel,
tion it recounts
the tale of the
count the Omer, a
Jewish people’s
49-day period of
mourning leading
ancestors. There
“Passover’s
is also discourse
up to my favorite
holiday: Shavuot.
from Talmudic
message is
sages — sages
During the first
for everyone...
from the Oral
day to the 33rd
Torah —interday of the Omer,
We reflect on
strict adherents
preting the laws
our individual
to the practice
of the seder. Adabstain from cutditionally, the
and collective
h agg ad a h i nting hair, shav‘prisions’ and
ing, listening to
cludes an account
in compassion
music and buying
of the sages stayor wearing new
ing up all night,
awaken to
clothes. It isn’t an
participating in
liberating
entirely somber
the seder, where
tradition; Each
they
almost
ourselves anbd
day has its own
missed morning
others, whatever prayers.
mystical meantheir oppression
ing, correlating
Passover tells
to a different comt
h
e st o r y o f
may be.”
bination of the
Moses, an adopseven emotional
tee who overemanations of
comes his disDR. FREDERICK RODEN
ability to lead
God.
Both the seder
an entire nation
and the Omer commemorate the of people; the story of Miriam, a
struggle of the ancient, enslaved prophetess who dances with other
Hebrews. During the seders, people Jewish women and their tambou-

rines; and the story of Yitro, a man
so holy he is one of the three nonJews to get a Torah portion named
after him.
Another lesser-known story
of Passover is that of Nachshon
ben Aminadav, who wades into
the water, completely submerging
himself until the Red Sea splits.
His name appears in the Torah,
but this event was instead recorded
in other Jewish, canonical traditions: the midrash and Talmud.
Some people interpret Nachshon
ben Aminadav entering the Red
Sea as a call for social justice, an
imperative to stand up in the face
of injustice.
Passover is a powerful holiday.
Young or old, religious or atheist,
Jewish people unite all over the
world to take part in this millenia-old connection to their heritage.
In the age of COVID-19, many from
non-Orthodox communities have
proclaimed, “next year in person,”
a variation of what is said at the
end of the seder, “next year in Jerusalem.” It may be lonely not celebrating with others, all together
in one room, but there is a sense
of togetherness, knowing that millions of other people are doing the
exact same thing.

Pop Cultured
THE RISE OF BREAD
by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Crouton, pretzel, croissant, baguette, cornbread, roti, rolls, naan,
rye, the possibilities are almost
endless. Essentially, it’s just flour
and water, but there are so many
different types of bread. Bread was
thought to have originated 10,000
years ago in Egypt. However, this
was proven wrong in 2018 when an
archaeologist discovered a burned
piece of bread in what is now Jordan and estimated that the bread
was made around 14,000 years ago,
according to National Geographic.
This changed the perspective on
bread and agriculture. Originally, it
was believed that people were farmers before bakers, but the discovery
showed that our ancestors were
possibly bakers first, according to
an NPR article titled, “14,000-YearOld Piece Of Bread Rewrites The
History Of Baking And Farming.”
Over time, baking spread to many
different countries and was made
with all sorts of variations.
Challah is a braided bread that
is usually eaten on Jewish holidays
like Sabbath. The weekly Saturday
Sabbath is traditionally a time to
take a break from work and study
the Torah, a text of teachings and

revelations in the Judaism, according to an article about Challah on
the web site My Jewish Learning.
The Challah symbolized food given
from the gods on Fridays to Israelites during their Exodus from
Egypt. This is called the Manna.
When Challah is made, a white napkin covers the Challah to symbolize
the dew collected during the morning of Manna, sesame seeds symbolizes how food fell from heaven,
according to the site. Challah has
many different sizes and shapes, but
usually has three, four or six braids
to symbolize love because the braids
looked like hugs, the roundedness
of the bread means continuity, according to the site.
Roti is a staple bread native to
India and Pakistan. Due to European colonization, the bread also
followed countries like South Africa
and regions like Southeast Asia. According to the web site of Colorado
restaurant The Urban Tandoor, roti
is made without yeast. Naan is also
another popular flatbread that may
sound similar to a roti but they are
not the exact same. Rotis are made
of whole wheat flour and eaten with
vegetables and meat, but naan is a
bread that has yeast and is thicker.
Naan usually has filling inside according to the site. Rotis are known

to not have any flavor because they
are meant to be paired with spicy
and flavorful foods.
Pão de Queijo, also known as
cheese bread, is a longtime favorite snack in Brazil, according to a
site titled, “History of Pão de Queijo (Brazilian Cheese Bread).” Pão
means “bread,” de means “of” and
“queijo” means cheese. There are
two theories to the beginnings of
Pão de Queijo. One theory is that
Pão de Queijo was created by slaves
during the Portuguese colonization
of Brazil. Slaves were left with the
scraps of meat and vegetables so
when given the scraps of Yucca
plant, they baked it. Later as slavery was abolished, Brazilians added
cheese and milk into the mixture.
Another theory is that Pão
de Queijo was created in Minas
Gerais, a state in Southeastern
Brazil. It was believed that the
Portuguese brought over flour for
wealthy families in Brazil where
they made Pão de Queijo. Today it
is still a very popular bread snack
in Brazil for both Brazilians and
tourists.
These are just a few of the endless variations of bread, showing
that regardless of its origin, bread
has cemented its place in different
cultures around the world.
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | Beach bummin’

Study materials for POLS 3802 Constitutional Law lay on a blanket at the beach in Rocky Neck State Park. The ocean water reflects the clear blue skies on a warm and sunny afternoon. PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

The impact of increasing
human consumption on
the environment
ENVIRONMENT, cont. from p. 4
Cheaters cannot be completely
gotten rid of — a man who has
the ability to feed a starving family given that he poaches a rhinoceros will not be afraid of the
costs. Governments will behave
in a similar way — they will go to
war to make sure there will be a
continued source of oil, or other
natural resources. In the fight to
protect Earth’s natural resources, people must work in a cooperative effort to minimize the
number of cheaters. Regulations
to control resource use need to be
developed that take into account
the costs of excessive resource
use to the society as a whole, and
the potential benefits to cheaters.
In addition to regulation people
need to be educated to identify
cheaters.

There are various ways in
which the environment is
harmed, and unethical practices
that take advantage of “public”
resources, such as those which
result in harm to the ozone layer, should not be tolerated by the
public. The atmosphere is subject
to the tragedy of the commons,
and since the perceived benefits exceed the long-term costs,
massive rates of fossil fuel use
to sustain the lifestyle of people
will continue increasing. There
are various free online courses
available to college students such
as Global Environmental Management and Air Pollution – a
Global Threat to our Health. We
will be the next generation of decision makers in society, and it is
important for us to learn the true
facts of our current situation to
best care for our planet.

Sudoku

DYK?

The Earth has more than
80,000 species of edible plants.
80% OF EARTH’S ORIGINAL
FORESTS HAVE BEEN CLEARED
OR DESTROYED.
Facts provided by ecowatch.com
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Fournier, Wagner and buyouts oh my!
CELTICS, cont. from p. 11

The final trade of the day for the
Celtics was Daniel Theis being traded to the Chicago Bulls for Mo Wagner. Admittedly I am not incredibly
versed on the impact of Mo Wagner
on a team, but what I do know is that
he has only ever been in losing situations in his three year career. He
shoots okay for a big man from 3 at
31% from beyond the arc, and he hits
free throws at a high rate as well.
Defensively, the numbers show he
is much better close to the rim than
Theis is, but gives up many more 3s
and deep 2s. I believe the idea here
is to get a big man who is young and
might develop more on a team that
considers itself a contender, while
also upgrading on the defensive end.
This trade also tells me that the team
is ready to go all in on the Robert
Williams III era in Boston, which I
could not be happier about.
Big moves around the league
that affect the C’s
It was not just trade deadline day
for the Celtics, but for the rest of the
league as well. Some huge moves
were made at this season’s deadline
that stand to have major impacts on
the Celtics season. The first bombshell of the day was former Orlando
Magic center Nikola Vucevic being
traded to the Chicago Bulls. This
is a huge red ﬂag for the Celtics, as
Vucevic brings the Bulls into con-

tention for a legitimate playoff spot
in the Eastern Conference, adding
just another team the Celtics will
have to fight to get into the playoffs.
The next big deal came later in
the day, with Victor Oladipo being
traded from the Houston Rockets
to the Miami Heat. Oladipo joins a
Heat team that is one game above
the Celtics in the East and currently
in fifth place. He brings an impact on
both sides of the ball that makes an
already effective offense even better
and a terrifying defense even more
devastating. While his stats have
been down this year, he had also
expressed his disinterest in playing
with a tanking team in Houston,
and so maybe his play improves on
a team undoubtedly in title contention.
Many of the other moves at this
deadline affect the Western conference, with trade target Aaron
Gordon going to the Denver Nuggets and Toronto Raptors Norman
Powell heading to the Portland Trail
Blazers. This deadline could have
been much worse for the Celtics in
terms of teams around them improving drastically, but I am also not
incredibly impressed with the additions they made to try and make a
push for the postseason.
Possible buyout additions
Alongside the trade deadline also
comes the buyout market, and there
are some big names being added to
the free agency pool this year. On top
of the list are two impact big men in

Andre Drummond and LaMarcus
Aldridge. Both of them have been
sitting on the bench this season as
they have expressed dissatisfaction
with their situations. Andre Drummond adds great defensive impact at
the center position, including being
one of the league’s top rebounders.
His offensive game features a heavy
inside presence that may not mesh
very well with the ball-heavy handlers of Tatum and Brown, but he
may be willing to toss that aside if
it means playing on a possible contender.
Aldrige is an example of a guy on
the opposite side of the coin. The
35-year-old can play both center and
power forward and can add great
shooting at both of the positions. He
is a slightly above average defender
for his position, and his age means
he could play a huge leadership role
for this incredibly young team. I feel
that putting him in the Daniel Theis
role would be a perfect spot for him,
and would be a no doubt improvement at the position.
It has been a wild trade deadline
as they almost always are, and the
fun will continue as key names are
bought out and available for everyone to sign at low costs. Keep an eye
out for Danny Ainge and the Celtics
to add more names and try to turn
this team around. Next week we’ll
see how the additions of Fournier
and Wagner either help or hurt the
team, and we will see if the Celtics
can get back over .500 on the season.

New York Knicks center Mitchell Robinson (23) dunks the ball over
Washington Wizards center Moritz Wagner (21) during the first half of
an NBA basketball game Tuesday, March 23, 2021, in New York. PHOTO BY
VINCENT CARCHIETTA, POOL VIA AP

Trade deadline passes, and Kyle Lowry remains with Raptors
(AP) — Kyle Lowry wound up
staying with Toronto after all. Victor Oladipo is finally in Miami, a
destination he’s eyed in the past.
And Rajon Rondo is headed back
to Los Angeles, though not with the
team he helped win the NBA title
last season.
The trade deadline has come and
gone. And now, playoff pushes can
really begin.
Miami, Denver, the Clippers,
Portland, Dallas, Boston and Atlanta were likely among the teams
feeling convinced that they improved on deadline day after a ﬂurry of moves Thursday, though the
best player — at least this season —
might have been landed by the Chicago Bulls. They got All-Star forward Nikola Vucevic from Orlando,
a move that ushered in the start of a
big-time rebuild by the Magic.
“Anytime you trade a player like
Nikola, it is a tough decision to
make,” Magic President Jeff Weltman said.
Vucevic is the only player from
this season’s All-Star Game to be
traded at the deadline. It was a
steep price; Vucevic and Al-Farouq
Aminu went to the Bulls for Otto
Porter, Wendell Carter Jr. and two
future first-round selections.
“Usually, you don’t get too many
chances at All-Star-level players,”
Bulls executive vice president Arturas Karnišovas said. “And we
were fortunate to get it done.”
The Magic traded three of their
four leading scorers; in addition to
the Vucevic move, Evan Fournier
was sent to Boston and Aaron Gordon is headed to Denver. Acquiring
Gordon was part of a bold day for
the Nuggets, who also got JaVale
McGee — part of three of the last
four NBA championship teams,
two with Golden State and last year
with the Lakers — through a trade
with Cleveland.
And Toronto made one move
of significance, sending Norman
Powell to the Portland Trail Blazers
for Rodney Hood and Gary Trent
Jr. But Lowry — a free-agent-to-be
and considered perhaps the biggest
prize on this year’s trade market
— did not get traded, the Raptors
apparently unable to find enough
assets to their liking.
Miami was a major pursuer for
Lowry, and now simply may try
to add him again as a free agent
later this year. But the reigning
Eastern Conference champions
pivoted in time to add Oladipo
— a two-time All-Star, a 21-pointper-game scorer this season and
someone only three years removed from All-NBA status —
from Houston, in exchange for

Toronto Raptors guard Kyle Lowry (7) celebrates a three-point basket during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Denver Nuggets Wednesday, March 24, 2021, in Tampa, Fla. PHOTO BY CHRIS O’MEARA, AP

Kelly Olynyk, Avery Bradley and
a pick swap in 2022.
“The actual day, there’s usually
a lot more hype and then a lot less
action than what is speculated,”
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said.
“That was probably true this year
as well.”
Questions swirled around Lowry
all the way to the 3 p.m. EST dead-

line, and there were signs that the
Raptors were positioning themselves
to make the move. Toronto traded
Matt Thomas to Utah and Terence
Davis to Sacramento for future draft
picks, not long before the deadline
to open up roster spots — necessary
because anyone who obtained Lowry would have had to send multiple
players to Toronto in order to make

the salary ramifications work.
In the end, though, the Raptors
couldn’t be swayed to part with Lowry. So, on his 35th birthday, Lowry
woke up as a Raptor — and remained
one. He’ll be a free agent when the
season ends, and there’s no guarantee he returns.
“We are comfortable with whatever direction we go,” Raptors

President Masai Ujiri said. “Maybe
we lost a chance here, but we also
think we gained a chance in some
other things going forward. This
team, especially with what we’ve
gone through this year, could pivot in many different directions and
this is where we find ourselves
now.”
The Clippers — who sought
point guard help for weeks — got
it in Rondo, who was part of the
Los Angeles Lakers’ run to the title
last season and now returns to L.A.
The Clippers gave up Lou Williams
in that deal with Atlanta, sending
him back to his home state and the
team with whom he spent two seasons from 2012 through 2014.
Another veteran joined a Western Conference contender when
New Orleans sent JJ Redick to the
Dallas Mavericks, along with Nicolo Melli for Wes Iwundu, James
Johnson and a second-round pick
in this summer’s draft. Redick satisfies Dallas’ want for more shooting and provides a veteran voice
to help younger players — just as
JJ Barea did for Dallas in past seasons.
The Heat made another deal prior to the Oladipo one being struck,
landing Nemanja Bjelica from Sacramento for little-used forwards
Maurice Harkless and Chris Silva.
The deadline passed without
moves getting made for San Antonio’s LaMarcus Aldridge and Cleveland’s Andre Drummond, a pair of
veteran post players who have not
been on the court for their current
— and soon to be former — clubs in
several weeks, after decisions were
made in both cases for the sides to
move on amicably. Aldridge’s buyout was finalized Thursday afternoon and the Cavaliers were working toward one with Drummond;
those moves will make them free to
sign with the club of their choosing.
Other trades Thursday included:
— Philadelphia acquired George
Hill and Ignas Brazdeikis in a threeteam deal that Oklahoma City get
Tony Bradley, Austin Rivers and a
pair of future second-round picks
— increasing their haul to 34 draft
picks in the next seven years. New
York got Terrance Ferguson, Vincent Poirier and a second-round
pick.
— Washington acquired center
Daniel Gafford and wing Chandler
Hutchison in another three-team
deal that sent Daniel Theis, Javonte
Green and Troy Brown Jr. to Chicago and centers Luke Kornet and
Moe Wagner to Boston.
— Sacramento got Delon Wright
from Detroit for Cory Joseph and a
pair of future second-round picks.
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UConn field hockey battles Providence College to a 4-0 win on Feb. 28 to grab their second win of the season.

PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s Soccer Preview: Huskies look
for winning result at Seton Hall
by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

UConn strives to return to winning ways after their 1-0 shutout
against St. John’s in their clash on
the road against the Seton Hall Pirates on Saturday. This will mark
the second time both sides have
encountered each other this season in their 31-game history.
The Huskies (1-3-1, 0-3-1 Big
East) were originally scheduled
to play against the Georgetown
Hoyas earlier in the week but the
game was ultimately cancelled due
to concerns of player availability,
according to the Big East. The last
time UConn and the Pirates (6-1-3,
4-1-2 Big East) faced each other, the
full 90 minutes resulted in a 0-0
draw. Despite UConn going down

a player in overtime, Morrone
Stadium saw a goalless result on
March 6.
In their history against each other, UConn holds a 14-13-4 record.
On the road, however, they’ve lost
eight matches and won three.
UConn will look to get their second win of the season, their first
in the conference, following their
latest match against St. John’s on
March 20, where they recorded
their third defeat so far. The last
time the Huskies won a match was
in their season opener against Sacred Heart with a 3-0 win.
The Huskies should look to play
a more aggressive style of soccer
if they want to return to winning
ways this time around. While their
most recent fixtures have started
off defensively strong, UConn has
struggled to create opportunities

in their opponents’ midfield and
final third of the pitch. The only
chances that have been given to
them were from set pieces; very
few from open plays. This isn’t to
say they should completely abandon their strong defense, but after
a while it starts to diminish due to
its reliance.
Looking at the hosts of the weekend match, Seton Hall is in fairly
good form. Winning three of their
four fixtures since the March 6
match, their only slip up was in
their recent game against Georgetown where it ended in a 1-1 tie. Six
of Seton Hall’s players have scored
in this time span; the most notable
players being JP Marin with a goal
and two assists and James Boote
with three assists.
Kickoff starts off at 1 p.m. EST at
Owen T. Carroll Field.

The UConn Huskies lose to the St John’s Thunderbirds with a final
score of 0-1. UConn struggled to score a goal, with Felix Metzler
(8), Maxwell De-Bodene (12) and Moussa Wade (11) taking blocked
shots. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Baseball: Huskies kick off first home
series with matchup against URI
by Conner Gilson
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

After spending the first month
and a half of the season on the
road, the UConn baseball team
will get their first crack at a
home-and-away series in Elliot
Ballpark. Riding a hot streak
from their shutout victory over
Central Connecticut State University, the Huskies (7-11) will
look to keep the ball rolling with
a matchup against the Rhode Island Rams.
Leading the way for UConn is
Kyler Fedko. After a slow start to
the season, the third-year senior
has upped his batting average to
an impressive .410 and leads the
team with 25 hits on the year. He
is coming off back-to-back Big
East Player of the Week awards
and will look to get his first hit
at Elliott Ballpark after coming
up empty in their opener against
CCSU.
Fedko isn’t the only bat putting in work this year, though, as
the Huskies have four other regular starters hitting over .280.
Leadoff man Zach Bushling has
been excellent from his spot, batting .313 on the year and crossing
home plate a team-high 17 times
while cleanup batter Reggie
Crawford has flexed his offseason improvements, slashing a

The UConn Huskies wins 2-0 against the CCSU Blue Devils on Tuesday, March 23. Kyler Fedko (3) scored in both the first and eighth inning.

PHOTO

BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

.292/.373/.646 line and leading
the team in RBIs (22) and homers (6).
UConn also seems to have figured stuff out on the mound and
are heading into this weekend’s
series coming off consecutive
shutout games.
Ace Ben Casparius is putting
up a 3.34 ERA and appears to be
improving with every start. In
his last outing against a tough
Texas Tech team, the North Carolina transfer threw 6.2 innings,
allowing four runs but striking
out 11 in his second win of the

year. Apart from Casparius, other young guns have been stepping up big time, with Austin
Peterson and Pat Gallagher both
showing out in their shutout victories.
The Huskies have the bats
to compete with just about any
team in the country, so if their
pitching can begin to find its
leverage too, you’ll start seeing
a lot more results going in UConn’s favor.
The Rams’ (9-7-1) bats have gotten off to a slow start, as they’ve
scored more than six runs just

three times in the year. Austin
White paces the team with a .355
batting average, racking up a
team-high 22 hits and 13 runs to
go along with seven RBIs.
Rhode Island wins by putting
players on base, as they’ve only
hit one home run thus far in the
year, so it will be crucial for the
Huskies to get early outs in this
one.
The other highlight of this
Rhody team is their pitching. Ace Ryan Twitchell is 2-0
in what has been an impressive start, boasting a 1.47 ERA

through 30.2 innings, allowing
23 hits and striking out 16.
Out of the bullpen, Nick Robinson and Zach Fernandez are
playing like some of the best relief pitchers in the game. Their
combined 1.89 ERA through 25.2
innings has been more than expected of them, so UConn will
have to get on the board early if
they hope to clinch the win.
First pitch for this weekend’s
games are Friday at 3 p.m. and
Saturday at 1 p.m. before the
Huskies head to Rhode Island
for Sunday’s noon finale.

11

Friday, March 26, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Sports

Women’s Lacrosse: Huskies look to
remain undefeated in conference play
by Nicholas Hellinghausen
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.hellinghausen@uconn.edu

In this photo, UConn women’s lacrosse battled to a 12-11 victory over No. 22 UMass at UConn on March 7.
This weekend they take on Butler. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn women’s lacrosse
team is riding a two-game winning
streak after sweeping an away series with Marquette. Lia LaPrise
led the team in scoring last weekend, posting nine goals to go along
with four assists against the Golden Eagles. LaPrise picked up Big
East Attacker of the Week for her
stellar performance, and Sydney
Watson also added to her list of
accolades, notching her third Big
East Midfielder of the Week award
this year.
The Huskies (6-2) are on the
road again this weekend to take on
Butler (0-3) in a two-game conference series. Butler is coming off an
underwhelming weekend in which
they netted only eight goals across
two games against a talented University of Denver squad. The Bulldogs only recorded one goal in the
second half in both of the games,
and seem to be searching for somebody to step up as their go-to player in the early stages of their season.
Butler will need to spark their
offense and cut down on turnovers
when they take on the sensational
UConn team after they recorded
an abysmal 48 turnovers in their

series against Denver. The Huskies place their opponents under
immense pressure and pounce on
miscues, so it is essential for the
Bulldogs to minimize their number
of turnovers if they want to stay
competitive. UConn is averaging 15
goals per game, so Butler will have
to dramatically improve their form
to match that type of production.
UConn’s top two scorers, Watson and LaPrise, will look to feast
on a Butler defense that has allowed 50 goals across three games.
The Huskies have played balanced
and complete in almost all of their
halves this season. Their opponents have only outscored them
by more than two goals in a half on
two occasions, once against Hofstra and once against UMass. UConn has displayed scintillating offensive strikes and produced huge
defensive stops when needed all
season long.
The Huskies will look to remain
undefeated in Big East play, while
the Bulldogs will be desperate to
pick up their first win of the season. It will certainly be a tall order
for Butler to take down a confident
UConn squad, and if the Huskies
keep up their fantastic form they
should have little trouble extending their win streak and advancing to 4-0 in conference games this
season.

UConn softball to face Butler University
by Ashton Stansel
STAFF WRITER
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

On Saturday, the University of
Connecticut women’s softball team
will face off against the Butler University Bulldogs. The series comes
after the Huskies’ victory over the
Central Connecticut State University Blue Devils on Wednesday.
That game was one of the best
games the Huskies have played
this season. They scored 10 runs
in five innings and only gave up
two, ending up winning the game
in just five innings on the back of
an inside-the-park homer that
brought home the final two runs.
Now, the Huskies are set for a
three-game series with the Bulldogs, their second Big East series
of the season. Last weekend they
won the first, getting two wins and
one loss to Creighton University.
Now, the 10-10 Huskies will face
off against the 9-11 Bulldogs in an
effort to prove that their slow start
to the season will not be a sign of
what their entire season will be.
The Huskies pitchers, freshman
Payton Kinney and sophomore
Meghan O’Neil, will once again
have to perform in order to guide
their team towards victory. They

did well over the last week, allowing just 10 runs in the last four
games while their offense scored
30. That offense has been helped
by aggressive baserunning and
hitting home runs.
The Huskies have stolen almost
sixty bases this season, already
60 the team’s 55 stolen base in
one season record that they set in
1995. This exemplifies the kind of
aggressive baserunning that the
Huskies have been attempting this
year.
They’ll also look to capitalize
on the strong batting that has
been present throughout the season, but especially in the last few
games. Players like catcher Devon
Casazza and Jana Sanden, who
both have hit for three home runs
in the last four games, have helped
the offense capitalize on those stolen bases and other hits and turned
that good positioning into runs for
the team.
However, Butler is not a bad
team either. They’re 9-11, with one
less win and one more loss than the
Huskies. However, they’re coming
off a weekend in which they lost
three straight games to Villanova,
most of a four-game losing streak
that also includes a loss to Seton
Hall a few weeks ago.

However, Villanova is also a
good team. They’re sitting at 11-7
and have an eight-game winning
streak, including wins over Butler,
Hofstra and Towson. The fact that
Butler lost to them is not necessarily an indication that Butler themselves are struggling massively, although giving up ten runs in three
games while only scoring one is
typically a bad sign for any team.
The Huskies will be looking to
keep Butler’s offense on the backfoot once again in their series,
though their pitching has been
a little hot and cold this season.
However, Butler’s pitching has
also been relatively decent, which
means that they might be able to
slow down the Huskies offense
and make it difficult for them to
score as many runs as they have in
the last week or so.
In addition, the weather could
play a role. Sunday is predicted
to have rain all day, which means
the game could be more difficult
or could end up being rained out,
given it’s predicted to rain half an
inch. That could put a twist into
the plans for the three-game weekend, but either way, this is a series
for two teams to prove that they
are, or are not, going to make this
season a good one.

The UConn Huskies secure the win against Central Connecticut State University’s Blue Devils with a final score of 10-2 after five innings on Wednesday, March 24, 2021. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Celtics Weekly Report: Evan Fournier, Mo
Wagner and NBA trade deadline bonanza
by Dylan Haviland

in that department, and paired with
Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown can
really help contribute in a small ball,
3-point shooting lineup. The part that
I am worried about however is the
defensive side of the ﬂoor. Fournier is
by no means a defensive master, and
while he offers plenty of ﬂexibility on
the offensive end, he is not nearly as
dynamic defensively. He will have
to be assigned to the other teams’
worst offensive threat at either the
point guard, shooting guard or small
forward position. This team really
needed someone who could provide
a defensive impact at either the guard
or the center position, and yet we add
another shooter that is a negative on
the defensive end of the ﬂoor. In the
end, I feel like he will provide offensive firepower to a team that lacks
consistency at times, but the defensive side of the ball remains a huge
concern for me.

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.haviland@uconn.edu

Wrapping up a disappointing
week, the Celtics limped into the
trade deadline at a disappointing 2123 and are currently in eighth place
in the conference. After losing to
the Milwaukee Bucks in dramatic
fashion Wednesday night, the Celtics made a trade for former Orlando
Magic guard Evan Fournier. We will
discuss this and other blockbuster
trades around the league and how
they may affect the Celtics’ postseason chances.
Evan Fournier and Mo Wagner,
and their impact on the Celtics
I am split on this trade. On one
hand, Fournier has had a very good
offensive season for a terrible Orlando Magic team, scoring a career
high 19.7 points per game on a very
good 38.8% shooting from 3. He
adds a solid catch and shoot option
to a team that needed consistency

Orlando Magic guard Evan Fournier (10) gets past Denver Nuggets guard PJ Dozier, left, for a shot during
the second half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, March 23, 2021, in Orlando, Fla. PHOTO BY JOHN RAOUX, AP

See CELTICS, p. 9
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There’s No Place Like Home: Lynch’s two goals carry
UConn past Villanova to remain unbeaten at Morrone
by Jacob Sondik
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

In a season filled with uncertainty and doubt, the UConn women’s
soccer team returned home following their loss against Georgetown,
looking to leave no doubts as they
continued their short homestand.
The Huskies took on the Villanova Wildcats in the second of two
meetings between the teams, with
the first meeting ending in a draw
just a little under three weeks ago in
Pennsylvania.
The Wildcats (2-7-2, 1-4-2 Big
East) came into the afternoon seeking their elusive first win on the
road in 2021, failing to even notch a
single goal, getting outscored 10-0
before their matchup with UConn
(6-2-1, 4-2-1 Big East). Unfortunately for Villanova, the Huskies’ home
dominance continued on a sunny
Thursday afternoon in Storrs.
The Huskies controlled the game
start to finish, outshooting the visiting Wildcats 20-1, with nine of their
shots being on target as opposed to
zero for Villanova. The usual stars
for UConn were on full display
throughout their attack, with Kess
Elmore and Jaydah Bedoya alone
combining for nine shots, getting
five of those on goal to pressure
the Villanova goalie committee of
Megan McClay and Maria Thomas.
While Elmore, Bedoya and Yamilee Eveillard have been constant
attackers all season, the afternoon
belonged to junior Isabelle Lynch.
Lynch broke through for the Huskies first goal mere seconds after

The UConn Huskies wins with a final score of 3-0 against the Villanova Wildcats. Isabelle Lynch (22) scored two goals, with the first
at 36:52 and the second goal at 76:18 assisted by Jacquelline Harnett (41). Kess Elmore (7) also scored at 62:10 with an assist by Jada
Konte (21). PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

coming off the bench as a substitute
for Jada Konte, after UConn peppered the goal with ten shots in the
first 34 minutes before Lynch registered her second goal of the season.
Lynch would go back to the bench
as the Huskies took a 1-0 lead into
the half. However, the junior from
New York was far from finished.
Again, Lynch found the net
after subbing in for Konte in the
69th minute. While it took slightly longer than her first goal, the

super-sub for the Huskies put in
her third goal of the season only
seven minutes after checking in,
serving as a much-needed spark
plug for a UConn offense that
could not find the back of the net
despite their countless chances.
Lynch’s header came off a beautiful free kick from Jackie Harnett,
that gave the Huskies their third
goal of the game after Kess Elmore converted in the 62nd minute on a Konte assist.

On the defensive end, Randi
Palacios had a very quiet afternoon,
not even needing to save a Villanova shot throughout the entirety of
the 90-minute affair, with the Wildcats’ only aforementioned shot not
being on target.
This game highlighted the two
completely opposite directions that
each of these Big East teams have
followed this season, as Villanova
remained winless (0-5) on the road,
and the Huskies won their sixth

straight at Marrone (6-0) to keep
their momentum going and their
home record ﬂawless.
The Huskies will look to carry
their offensive onslaught on the
road as they look to sweep the season series against the St. John’s Red
Storm as they travel to Queens on
Sunday afternoon. For Villanova,
the Wildcats will look to ﬂip the
script and fix their road struggles
as they travel to Washington D.C. to
battle Georgetown Sunday as well.

Women’s Basketball Preview: UConn set for tough
matchup against Iowa on verge of the Elite 8
by Benjamin Berg
STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

UConn players celebrate after a basket during the second half of a college basketball game against Syracuse in the second round of the women’s NCAA tournament at the Alamodome in San Antonio, Tuesday,
March 23, 2021. PHOTO BY CHARLIE RIEDEL, AP
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This Saturday, March 27, the No.
1 seed UConn Huskies will face off
against the No. 5 Iowa Hawkeyes
with a chance to punch their tickets
to the Elite 8. The two best freshman
in the country, UConn’s Paige Bueckers and Iowa’s Caitlin Clark, will
be on full display, and it should be a
show.
While UConn and Iowa are both
elite scoring teams, the advantage lies
with the Huskies on the defensive
end. UConn has scored an average
of 82.8 points-per-game this season
and 92.5 through the first two games
of the tournament while Iowa is scoring 86.6 points-per-game this season
with 86.5 in the tournament. However, UConn is allowing only 50.7
points-per-game this season while
Iowa has allowed 80.5 throughout
the season. Iowa has allowed 72
points against in each of their previous games while UConn held both of
their opponents to below 60 points.
Head coach Geno Auriemma, who
has returned to the team after testing
positive for COVID-19 earlier in the
month, said he expects Saturday’s
contest to be a high-scoring affair
that his team might have to win “9089.” He also added that acting head
coach Chris Dailey did an excellent
job in his absence. “I hope I don’t

screw anything up. They’ve been really good without me ... I just hope I
can add something positive,” he said.
The matchup to watch is between
the two freshmen stars leading their
teams: Bueckers and Clark. Bueckers, The Big East Player of the Year,
led the team in both points (19.9)
and assists (6) per-game. She has 44
points and 10 assists through two
games in the tournament. Likewise,
Clark leads the Hawkeyes in points
(26.7) and assists (7.1) per-game. Junior Christyn Williams will be given the key assignment of limiting
Clark’s production.
Though Bueckers and Clark are
the proverbial talk of the town, Auriemma says a victory will require a
full-team effort. “It’s like a big football game where they say it’s Brady
vs. Aaron Rodgers and it couldn’t be
further from the truth ... Like it always is in these games, they’re just a
part of it,” he said.
Freshman guard Nika Muhl, who
was injured in the second quarter of
UConn’s win over High Point in the
first round, is still uncertain to play,
but Auriemma said she’s come a long
way from where she was. Aaliyah
Edwards, the Big East Sixth Woman
of the Year who has scored 36 points
in two tournament games, will likely
stay in the starting lineup in the absence of Muhl.
The game will tip off at 1:00 p.m.
Eastern.
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Hawks are trading Rajon Rondo to the
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city after every gameday now
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