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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 6:15 p.m. on March 7

*positive test results

71

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

186

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

209

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

180 Cumulative
Staff Cases*

Mason Holland, Ethan Werstler win
USG presidential election ticket
by Dan Drainville

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
daniel.drainville@uconn.edu

On Friday night, University
of Connecticut’s Undergraduate
Student Government announced
the winners of their 2021 election.
Among them, Mason Holland and
Ethan Werstler were elected as
president and vice president, respectively, of the student-run organization.
Holland and Werstler’s ticket racked up over half of the total
votes, collecting 1,086 of the 2,142
total student votes.
After the results were announced, president-elect Holland,
a fourth-semester political science
major, expressed a feeling of relief.
Three months of strenuous planning and long nights working on
the campaign “paid off in the best
way imaginable,” Holland said.

“When we got the call, all I could think was how grateful I was to the more than a thousand students who
trusted us with their vote. From the beginning, this election was about the student body, not us, but we certainly
feel blessed to be the president and vice president-elect
of the student body,” Holland said.
Werstler, a sixth-semester political science and communication double major and the vice president-elect,
said he is excited to work together with Holland to advocate for students and fulfill their campaign promises.
“You are in good hands. Mason and I say what we
mean and mean what we say. Our administration is going to fight like hell to push the platform we won on and
to remind this campus that there is always more that
unites us than sets us apart,” Werstler said.
Other victories on the night included Christopher
Bergen, who was elected as USG’s comptroller (running
unopposed), and B Diaz- Vazquez, who was elected as
USG’s chief diversity officer (in a vote of 1,631 to 364).
Bergen, a fourth-semester mechanical engineering major, said he was incredibly thankful for the opportunity
to serve undergraduate students as their comptroller.
“I’m grateful for all the support I’ve received, the assistance from the current comptroller during this transition, and the trust put in me by the student body,” Bergen said.
Diaz-Vazquez could not be reached for comment.

Mason Holland and Ethan Werstler, UConn’s next student body president and vice president,
cite the tangible changes they have made while at UConn as the reason they are most fit to
run USG. PHOTO COURTESY OF \ ETHAN WERSTLER

UConn grad founds
dating app Picme
by Tommy Alvarez
STAFF WRITER
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

Niko Diakogiannis, a 2012
University of Connecticut
computer science graduate
and founder of Picme, spoke
about his dating app, his
goals and tips for students
aiming for similar goals.
Diakogiannis founded Picme seven months ago, an app
which focuses on connecting
people who may not be able
to meet in-person. Through
pictures shared between users within 24 hours of matching with each other, he said
he hopes to establish deeper
connections between users.
“I’m targeting anyone who
doesn’t have time to meet people in-person but still wants
something similar to the experience of getting to know
someone in-person,” Diakogiannis said. “I want to appeal
to people who are tired of the
surface-level connections of
other apps and want to build
more personal connections.”
When Diakogiannis was
studying to attend medical
school, he said he found it difficult to meet people in-person. He used dating apps
during this time, and this was
what spurred his idea for Picme.
“I was studying to go to
medical school and noticed
that a big issue for me was
that it was hard to go out and
meet people due to time constraints,” Diakogiannis said.
“I had used dating apps myself, but I wanted to create
a place where you could be

For more...

yourself, and you could get to
know someone on your own
time and gradually build a
connection with them before
meeting them in-person.”
Diakogiannis said other
dating apps at the time were
not optimized for usage in
the modern day. He compared
them to older dating websites
that moved onto smartphones
with no major changes.
“All of these dating apps
today are like an early-2000s
dating website, just in your
pocket. They aren’t optimized
to improve on dating with the
added features mobile phones
brought to being able to communicate with people,” Diakogiannis said. “I wanted to
mix dating with a social app
where you can share parts of
your life with someone in order to introduce them to who
you are as a person.”
Diakogiannis said people
who are looking to provide
feedback can go through the
avenues of App Store ratings
or comments on the app’s
Facebook page. He said the
reviews have been positive so
far.
“Users are welcome to try
the app out and give us a rating on the App Store. We also
welcome any personal feedback on our Facebook page,”
Diakogiannis said. “So far,
the feedback has been very
positive. People love being
able to express themselves
more than they can on other
apps.”

See PICME, p. 2
dailycampus.com

Health Beat

HIGH-PROFILE BRAIN TUMOR
THERAPY CHOOSES UCONN HEALTH

Dr. Kevin Becker, UConn Health’s neuro-oncologist, reviews a brain
image. Becker is UConn Health’s principal investigator for a national
clinical trial of a brain tumor therapy. PHOTO COURTESY OF UCONN.TODAY.EDU

by Dan Drainville

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
daniel.drainville@uconn.edu

UConn Health has been selected as
one of a few locations in the United
States to begin offering a promising
new brain-tumor therapy as it is further evaluated for safety and efficacy,
according to UConn Today.
The experimental therapy, which is
currently in its second phase of clinical trials, combines what researchers
call PVSRIPO, a viral immunotherapy based on the polio vaccine, with
pembrolizumab, an immunotherapy
drug shown to be effective in treating
many other types of cancers, marketed under the brand name Keytruda,
according to UConn Today.
Investigators believe this dual-pronged approach of therapies may
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be able to generate a powerful and specific anti-tumor response in patients
with an aggressive and often fatal
kind of tumor, known as a recurrent
malignant glioblastoma, according to
UConn Today.
Istari Oncology, Inc., the North Carolina-based biotechnology company
sponsoring the research, has selected
UConn Health as a site for this phase
of the trial for this therapy, which they
have dubbed the LUMINOS-101 trial,
according to UConn Today.
The company’s website claims that
the need for this new kind of therapy is based on many shortcomings in
current immunotherapy approaches,
including primary (not responding
to treatment) and secondary (responding to treatment initially before
developing a resistance) resistance
and safety concerns. As such, many
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tumors remain unresponsive to such
treatments.
PVSRIPO works to address these
limitations through a potentially safer approach to eliciting an immune
response that is durable and sustainable, even in difficult to treat tumors,
according to the website.
“Emerging clinical data are giving
us confidence that PVSRIPO can safely, combined with anti-PD-1/L1 immunotherapies, increase or rekindle
an antitumor immune response,” the
website said.
Neuro-oncology, or the study of the
complex nature of tumors of the brain
and spine, is still a relatively new field,
and was not in place at UConn Health
until the arrival of Dr. Kevin Becker
in the summer of 2019, according to a
UConn Health article.
“This is a tremendous example of
the innovative trials we envision as we
build our neuro-oncology program at
UConn. We are extremely honored to
be one of only a few selected sites for
the LUMINOS-101 trial. This is truly a
landmark trial for patients with recurrent glioblastomas,” Dr. Kevin Becker,
director of neuro-oncology and UConn Health’s primary investigator for
the trial, said in the article.
“To be selected as one of a handful
of sites in the world for this trial is truly a tribute to Dr. Becker’s leadership,
and it is also a tribute to the great multidisciplinary team that has been created through the Carole and Ray Neag
Comprehensive Cancer Center and
our Brain and Spine Institute,” Dr Ketain Bulsara, chief of UConn Health’s
Division of Neurosurgery, told UConn
Today. “UConn Health’s involvement
in this very promising trial affirms
our standing as a world-class institution for clinical care and research in
neuro-oncology.”

Tweet of the Day
Jake Catanese
@JCatanese43
Paraphrasing a text from my dad: “Nova
no longer getting tripled up, #FireGeno”
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Picme dating app by UConn grad
PICME, cont. from p. 1
Diakogiannis said any students interested in pursuing
similar goals should be ready to
give their all to their projects. He
said it takes sacrifices, but anyone can achieve what they set
out to do.
“My biggest piece of advice
would be to always push yourself to accomplish 120% of what
you think you can. I believe anyone can accomplish anything
they want if they put their mind
to it,” Diakogiannis said. “Building an app takes a lot of sacrifices and long days and nights, but
if it’s something you believe in,
you will get it done.”

The Picme dating app,
created by UConn graduate Nico Diakogiannis
‘12, allows users to do
everything from swiping,
matching and messaging
to sending memes.
IMAGE COURTESY OF MAC APP STORE

With virus aid in sight, Democrats debate filibuster changes

Feb. 25, 2021: Reporters question Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., as he arrives for votes on President Joe Biden’s cabinet nominees at the Capitol in
Washington. PHOTO BY SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — With
President Joe Biden on the verge
of his first big legislative victory, a
key moderate Democrat said Sunday he’s open to changing Senate
rules that could allow for more party-line votes to push through other
parts of the White House’s agenda
such as voting rights.
West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin
stressed that he wants to keep the
procedural hurdle known as the
filibuster, saying major legislation
should always have significant input from the minority party. But
he noted there are other ways to
change the rules that now effectively require 60 votes for most legislation. One example: the “talking filibuster,” which requires senators to
slow a bill by holding the floor, but

then grants an “up or down” simple
majority vote if they give up.
“The filibuster should be painful, it really should be painful and
we’ve made it more comfortable
over the years,” Manchin said.
“Maybe it has to be more painful.”
“If you want to make it a little
bit more painful, make him stand
there and talk,” Manchin added.
“I’m willing to look at any way we
can, but I’m not willing to take
away the involvement of the minority.”
Democrats are beginning to look
to their next legislative priorities
after an early signature win for
Biden on Saturday, with the Senate
approving a $1.9 trillion COVID-19
relief plan on a party-line 50-49
vote.
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Final passage is expected Tuesday in the House if leaders can
hold the support of progressives
frustrated that the Senate narrowed unemployment benefits and
stripped out an increase to the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour.
Over the weekend, the chair of
the Congressional Progressive
Caucus, representing around 100
House liberals, called the Senate’s
weakening of some provisions
“bad policy and bad politics.” But
Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash.,
also characterized the changes as
“relatively minor concessions” and
emphasized the bill retained its
“core bold, progressive elements.”
Biden says he would sign the
measure immediately if the House
passed it. The legislation would

allow many Americans to receive
$1,400 in direct checks from the
government this month.
“Lessons learned: If we have
unity, we can do big things,” a jubilant Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., told The Associated Press in an interview after Saturday’s vote.
Still, the Democrats’ approach
required a last-minute call from
Biden to Manchin to secure his vote
after he raised late resistance to the
breadth of unemployment benefits.
That immediately raised questions
about the path ahead in a partisan
environment where few, if any,
Republicans are expected to back
planks of the president’s agenda.
Democrats used a fast-track
budget process known as recon-
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ciliation to approve Biden’s top
priority without Republican support, a strategy that succeeded
despite the reservations of some
moderates. But work in the coming months on other issues such
as voting rights and immigration
could prove more difficult.
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
pledged that Senate Republicans would block passage of
a sweeping House-passed bill
on voting rights. The measure,
known as HR 1, would restrict
partisan gerrymandering of congressional districts, strike down
hurdles to voting and bring
transparency to the campaign finance system. It would serve as
a counterweight to voting rights
restrictions advancing in Republican-controlled statehouses
across the country in the wake of
Donald Trump’s repeated false
claims about a “stolen” election.
“Not one Republican is going
to vote for HR 1 because it’s a
federal takeover of elections, it
sets up a system where there is
no real voter security or verification,” Graham said. “It is a liberal wish list in terms of how you
vote.”
The Senate is divided 5050, but Democrats control the
chamber because Vice President Kamala Harris can cast the
tie-breaking vote. With 60 votes
effectively needed on most legislation, Democrats must win the
support of at least some Republicans to pass Biden’s agenda.
When asked about the voting
rights bill, Manchin on Sunday
left the door open to supporting
some kind of a workaround to
allow for passage based on a simple majority, suggesting he could
support “reconciliation” if he
was satisfied that Republicans
had the ability to provide input. But it was unclear how that
would work as voting rights are
not budget-related and would
not qualify for the reconciliation
process.
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US and South Korea agree on new
cost-sharing deal for troops
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
United States and South Korea have
reached agreement in principle on
a new arrangement for sharing the
cost of the American troop presence, which is intended as a bulwark
against the threat of North Korean aggression, both countries announced.
The State Department’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs said Sunday the deal includes a “negotiated
increase” in Seoul’s share of the cost,
but it provided no details. The Bureau wrote on Twitter that the agreement, if finalized, would reaffirm the
U.S.-South Korean treaty alliance as
“the linchpin of peace, security and
prosperity for Northeast Asia.”
South Korea’s Foreign Ministry on
Monday issued a similar statement,
saying the two countries are seeking
to tentatively sign the deal. It said the
agreement came after three days of
face-to-face talks in Washington.
The U.S. keeps about 28,000 troops
in South Korea to help deter potential
aggression from North Korea, a legacy of the 1950-53 Korean War. But
how much South Korea should pay
for the American military presence
was a thorny issue in bilateral relations under the Trump administration, which often asked its Asian ally
to drastically increase its share.
In 2019, the allies struck a deal that
required South Korea to pay about
$924 million (1.04 trillion won) for
the U.S. troops presence, an increase
from $830 million in the previous
year. But negotiations for a new
cost-sharing plan broke down over
a U.S. demand that Seoul pay five
times what it previously had paid.
The State Department said in a
statement that the increase in the
South’s share of the cost was “meaningful” but was not more specific.

U.S. Army mobile equipment sits in a field in Yeoncheon, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Wednesday, June 17, 2020. The State
Department says the U.S. and South Korea have reached an agreement on sharing the cost of American presence. PHOTO BY AHN YOUNG-JOON/AP

The Wall Street Journal, which was
first to report the agreement, said it
would last through 2025. South Korea’s Foreign Ministry said it couldn’t
immediately confirm the report.
In its statement, the State Department said: “America’s alliances are a tremendous source of our
strength. This development reflects
the Biden-Harris administration’s
commitment to reinvigorating and
modernizing our democratic alliances around the word to advance our

shared security and prosperity.”
Many conservatives in South Korea worried that then-President
Donald Trump might use failed
cost-sharing negotiations as an excuse to withdraw some U.S. troops in
South Korea as a bargaining chip in
now-stalled nuclear talks with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un. The U.S.
and South Korea had also halted or
cancelled some of their military exercises in recent years to support the
nuclear diplomacy, which eventually

fell apart due to disputes over U.S.led sanctions on North Korea.
On Monday, the South Korea and
U.S militaries kicked off annual military drills that would last for nine
days. South Korea’s military said the
drills are command post exercises
and computerized simulation and
don’t involve field training. It said the
allies reviewed factors like the status
of COVID-19 and diplomatic efforts
to resume the nuclear talks with
North Korea when it decided to hold

the drills.
It’s unclear how North Korea
would respond to the drills. In the
past, the North often called regular
U.S.-South Korea drills an invasion
rehearsal and responded with missile tests. Lee Jong-joo, South Korea’s
Unification Ministry spokeswoman, said Monday that Seoul hopes
Pyongyang would act flexibly and
wisely in response to its efforts to
promote peace on the Korean Peninsula.

Authorities to seek charges after violent Boulder party
BOULDER, Colo. (AP) — Authorities promised Sunday to
pursue criminal charges after a
massive party near the University
of Colorado in Boulder devolved
into a violent confrontation with
police that left three officers injured.
Hundreds of people flooded the

streets in an area known as the
Hill on Saturday night and when
told to leave threw bottles, rocks
and other objects at police and
firefighters, police said.
At least one car was damaged
when the mob flipped it over, and
police brought in a SWAT team
and used tear gas to break up the

Sunday, March 7, 2021: The smashed windshield of a Terradyne light
armored patrol vehicle at the Boulder Police Department in Boulder,
Colo. Boulder Police confirms three members of their SWAT team were
injured.
PHOTO COURTESY OF BOULDER POLICE DEPARTMENT

crowd that numbered 500 to 800
people at its peak, said Boulder
Police Chief Maris Herold.
Images shared by local media showed no social distancing
and most without masks despite
the coronavirus pandemic. Fireworks were set off in the middle
of the street and a law enforcement armored vehicle and a fire
truck were damaged, according
to police and local media.
At one point Herold said a
“tactical decision” was made to
withdraw some officers when a
group of about 100 people started to rush them. It took more
than three hours to disperse the
crowd, according to a timeline
she provided.
Boulder County District Attorney Michael Dougherty described the rowdy behavior amid
the coronavirus pandemic as
“shameful.”
“I hear people refer to it as a
party. I don’t regard flipping over
a car as a party and I don’t regard
people who throw bottles and
rocks at firefighters and police
as a party,” he said. “Those are
criminal acts and will be treated
as such.”

No arrests were made at the
scene, police said.
Officers were reviewing officer
body camera footage and shared
social media videos and photos to
identify the individuals involved.
They also set up a portal on the
city’s website to allow the public
to submit additional video footage or other evidence from the
disturbance.
Herold said it was a calculated call not to make any arrests
immediately, out of worry that
sending in officers would agitate
the large crowd. She added that
the department had “excellent”
video to help it pursue those responsible for the violence.
The three injured officers were
recovering, including one who
was struck in the hand and another who was hit in the face but
was wearing a gas mask, Herold said. City vehicles suffered
thousands of dollars in damages
and private property also was
harmed, she said.
The Hill neighborhood has been
known for decades for sometimes
raucous parties and there have
been previous confrontations
that resulted in violence, includ-

At least one car was damaged
when the mob flipped it over,
and police brought in a SWAT
team and used tear gas to
break up the crowd that
numbered 500 to 800 people
at its peak, said Boulder Police
Chief Maris Herold.
ing 12 officers injured in a 1997
riot near the school.
But city officials said during
a Sunday press conference that
the stakes from Saturday’s events
are particularly high amid the
pandemic, with potentially dire
consequences. Health officials advised anyone who participated to
quarantine for at least 10 days and
to get tested for COVID-19.
CU Boulder students returned
to campus for hybrid and in-person learning in mid-February.
University officials apologized
to Boulder residents who live near
the school and said students who
were involved in violence, property damage or failing to disperse
would be held accountable.

At least 20 dead, 600 wounded in Equatorial Guinea blasts
OUAGADOUGOU,
Burkina
Faso (AP) — A series of explosions
at a military barracks in Equatorial Guinea killed at least 20 people
and wounded more than 600 others on Sunday, authorities said.
President
Teodoro
Obiang
Nguema said the explosion at 4
p.m. local time was due to the
“negligent handling of dynamite”
in the military barracks located

in the neighborhood of Mondong
Nkuantoma in Bata.
“The impact of the explosion
caused damage in almost all the
houses and buildings in Bata,”
the president said in a statement,
which was in Spanish.
The defense ministry released a
statement late Sunday saying that
a fire at a weapons depot in the
barracks caused the explosion of
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high-caliber ammunition. It said
the provisional death toll was 20,
adding that the cause of the explosions will be fully investigated.
The country’s president said
the fire may have been due to
residents burning the fields surrounding the barracks.
State television showed a huge
plume of smoke rising above the
explosion site as crowds fled, with
many people crying out “we don’t
know what happened, but it is all
destroyed.”
Images on local media seen by
The Associated Press show people screaming and crying running
through the streets amid debris
and smoke. Roofs of houses were
ripped off and wounded people
were being carried into a hospital.
Equatorial Guinea, an African
country of 1.3 million people lo-

cated south of Cameroon, was a
colony of Spain until it gained its
independence in 1968. Bata has
roughly 175,000 inhabitants.
Earlier, the Health Ministry had
tweeted that 17 were killed. The
ministry made a call for blood donors and volunteer health workers to go to the Regional Hospital
de Bata, one of three hospitals
treating the wounded.
The ministry said its health
workers were treating the injured
at the site of the tragedy and in
medical facilities, but feared people were still missing under the
rubble.
The blasts were a shock for the
oil rich Central African nation.
Foreign Minister Simeón Oyono
Esono Angue met with foreign
ambassadors and asked for aid.
“It is important for us to ask our

brother countries for their assistance in this lamentable situation
since we have a health emergency
(due to COVID-19) and the tragedy in Bata,” he said.
A doctor calling into TVGE,
who went by his first name, Florentino, said the situation was a
“moment of crisis” and that the
hospitals were overcrowded. He
said a sports center set up for
COVID-19 patients would be used
to receive minor cases.
Radio station, Radio Macuto,
said on Twitter that people were
being evacuated within four kilometers of the city because the
fumes might be harmful.
Following the blast, the Spanish Embassy in Equatorial Guinea recommended on Twitter that
“Spanish nationals stay in their
homes.”
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Why we need to stop using the word ‘Inquisition’ lightly
by Sam Zelin

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

Hello everyone! Welcome to
the first week of my new column,
where I zero in on a topic from history and explore why it matters to
us in the present day. This week, as
I’ve seen the Inquisition referenced
in multiple recent articles, I’d like
to talk about why it’s a more sensitive subject than some people may
realize.
So first off, there was no singular
event or institution that can just be
labeled as “the Inquisition,” as the
word refers to many operations set
up in Catholic jurisdictions around
the world from the 13th century
until right before the 20th. Some of
these operations were run directly
by the Papal States, but others were
run by rulers of a region, and this
second type includes the “Spanish Inquisition,” set in motion by
Ferdinand and Isabella, king and
queen of Castile at the end of the
15th century, which is what most

people think of when the word
is used. The Spanish Inquisition
court presided over a time defined
by the oppression of non-Catholics, as the king and queen pushed
harshly for a unification of the entire territory under one religion. Islamic peoples, who had once prospered on the Iberian peninsula,
were pushed further and further
south until their last stronghold
in Granada fell and they were fully forced from the region. Jewish
people that had been allowed to
live under Muslim rule were also
forced out, as the Catholics did not
practice the same policies of tolerance. Anyone not Catholic that
remained after this year either converted, pretended to convert or was
executed by the court.
Another horrible stain on history related to Inquisition is the effect
it had on the progress of society. As
word of the atrocities committed
by the court spread across Europe,
radical thought was suppressed
just as much as religious variance.

Rapid
Rapid Fire
Fire
In the Opinion section, we usually try to work through
our convictions thoroughly and completely. It’s important
that our arguments are strong, decisive and well-founded. But
sometimes, we don’t need a deeper reason to believe in something. Rapid Fire is for those beliefs that can be explained in
just a sentence or two. No more explanation needed.

WHAT’S THE BEST CLASS YOU’VE
TAKEN AT UCONN?
Harrison Raskin, Opinion Editor

Hip Hop, Politics and Youth Culture in America.
Pretty self-explanatory: listening to rap, watching music videos and talking politics. Prof.
Ogbar is probably the resident expert on Hip
Hop at UConn (and one of the study’s greatest
worldwide). Don’t miss this one!

Sharon Spaulding, Weekly Columnist

Combinatorics with Professor Gunawan.
Learn to bypass pages of algebraic trickery
(and sadness) by translating gnarly equations
into concise exposés. Who knew that numbers
and equations wouldn’t always be the answer?
Who knew that an elegant paragraph could
suffice?

Thousands of people
were tortured or
executed by the
Inquisition, and
society as a whole
suffered greatly in
many ways because
of it, so watering its
meaning down is
simply disrespectful.
Perhaps one of the most famous instances of this was the story of Galileo Galilei, a man who furthered
the ideas of Nicolas Copernicus
and proved that the Earth revolves
around the Sun, and not vice versa. While history is lucky enough
to remember him for this, the man
died a slow death serving under
house arrest after being forced to
recant every word he’d uttered or
written on the matter.

Thousands of people were tortured or executed by the Inquisition, and society as a whole suffered greatly in many ways because
of it, so watering its meaning down
is simply disrespectful. In the modern day understanding, the court
setting may create a vision of legalized censorship when the Inquisition is brought up, but that just
does not do justice to what it was.
A similar case comes from how
people in modern times frequently
throw out the phrase “witch hunt,”
a term referring to other times religion was used to systematically
murder people. Neither of these
terms should be used without considering the pain and the massive
effects that Inquisitions and witch
trials had on society.
Recently, the Inquisition has
been referenced multiple times
by UConn students to refer to a
fear that free speech is being suppressed for some groups on campus, and I can absolutely ensure
without a shadow of a doubt that if

Anika Veeraraghav, Associate Opinion Editor

It’s tough to give a definitive answer on this
one, but I might have to go with Gender and
Science. It’s a very important class, especially
for anyone going into the healthcare field, and
Prof. Mauldin made it super interesting. That
being said, I’m just going to plug physiological
psychology as well because neuroanatomy is
fascinating and I definitely learned a lot.

Jacob Ningen, Contributor

Introduction to Comparative Politics I with
Professor Singer. This is a descriptive intro
to politics. Admittedly, such an approach is
perhaps lacking, and everyone who is actually
involved in politics will hate the formalism.
But I still remember Duverger’s law and Linz’s
anti-presidential arguments.

Maddie Papcun, Contributor

So far, Close Relationships Across the
Lifespan with Dr. Adamsons. It’s basically an
introduction to relationship science, really asking you to think about your interactions with
others and how they could improve (or maybe
why they’ve failed in the past). After all, common sense isn’t quite so common but heartbreak always proves relevant.

Don’t Be Fooled: ‘Free speech’ is
a euphemism for inequity
by Nell Srinath | CONTRIBUTOR | nell.srinath@uconn.edu
Within the UConn student community, a battle is seemingly
being waged over the freedom of expression.
As if prompted by the color of the wind, some of our concerned peers brought legislation to the Undergraduate Student
Government urging them to commit to the Chicago Statement,
a manifesto on the importance of preserving free speech in our

this suppression truly does exist,
there is no need to bring up a topic
that barely relates at all. If there
is any truth that people are being
pressured to not speak about their
beliefs, it is surely not because of a
fear they will be executed, tortured
or forced to recant; this fear comes
from within, and from a fear of not
being accepted by the public. Well
unfortunately for those people,
the freedom of speech comes with
the caveat that no one is required
to agree with the free speech that
exits their mouths, and if this
speech happens to be offensive in
nature, those who are offended
are free to explain why, and to act
accordingly.
I’ll end as I began. Please consider what you’re actually referencing
before you compare something to a
human atrocity, and I guess the one
question I’ll ask those who have
been writing recently: Is your free
speech so suppressed if you’re able
to state your opinion so publicly in
a school newspaper?

current academic ecosystem. The backlash to this legislation,
augmented by a recent act of racist vandalism on campus, lit a
controversy highlighting how unfettered speech leads to hate
speech — which I might define as the tacit or explicit endorsement of, or apology for white supremacist, transmisogynistic,
ableist and other forms of oppression.

See FREE SPEECH, p. 8

TO “FREE SPEECH”
PROPONENTS
I am tired of seeing your posts about you feeling like your speech is somehow impeded by
students wanting a safe environment for themselves. I’m trans and queer and I’m sick of having
to worry about bigots. We’re all sick and tired of
it. It’s how we have to live when we leave campus.
Many of us have to deal with microaggressions
or straight up bigotry at home, so campus is supposed to be a safe place for us. I know it was for
me, that is until this whole debacle began.
I don’t care if people see it as “coddling,” an
unsafe environment negatively affects mental
health and, in turn, the studies of marginalized
individuals. Sure, to some people with “thick
skin” it comes across as coddling, but not everyone has thick skin. Not everyone can deal with
the same things others can. Comparing emotional processing like that is reductive and harmful.
There’s nothing wrong with being sensitive, especially to hate speech.
But this whole issue surrounding the USG Free
Speech legislation has exposed various instances
of bigotry among its supporters which reveals its
true goal: freedom from consequences. The legislation contains no clause that protects marginalized individuals from hate speech. Everyone on
campus already has free speech, the people who
authored this legislation are just upset they have
to face consequences for being bigots.

Culture Shock is an anonymous space for underrepresented and marginalized groups at UConn to share
their stories.
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Confronting systematic racism
in higher education

by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

Higher education institutions are
often cited as being extremely liberal
entities in society; however, many
students and staff continue to experience racism at very high levels.
This perplexing phenomenon has left
many students feeling out of place
and not accepted at their institutions.
Higher education is a key step on the
path to social progress and mobility
for individuals in the United States,
so it is important to make sure that
it is geared toward all types of students, not just those of a certain race
or socioeconomic status.
To address these concerns, UConn
students from the Peer Allies
Through Honors (PATH) program
hosted an event titled “A Conversation on Racism in Academia” to
discuss BIPOC experiences in research and academia. Sana Gupta, a
second-semester statistics major, and
Dwaritha Ramesh, a second-semester mechanical engineering major
and events coordinator for PATH,

Ben
Folds
goes
virtual
for
UConn
by Ian Ward

STAFF WRITER
ian.ward@uconn.edu

On Thursday, the Jorgensen Digital Stage hosted famed musician Ben
Folds for a digital concert. Folds, who
is best known for his band Ben Folds
Five and his solo material, is also the
first artistic advisor to the National
Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy
Center.
In addition to his musical career,
Folds also published a memoir in
2019 titled “A Dream About Lightning Bugs: A Life of Music and Cheap
Lessons.”
The show was live-streamed
through the Jorgensen Center’s website and people all around the world
were able to see Folds play live from
his keyboard while also showing glee
via the chat function.
As Folds was streaming live
from his apartment in Australia, he
opened with “The Last Polka” and
later played “Kylie From Connecticut” on his keyboard. He even played
the song “Emaline” from Ben Folds
Five which was well received from
the virtual crowd.
During the latter part of the show,
Folds was interviewed by Rodney
Rock, director of the Jorgensen Center For Performing Arts.
“That’s what wrong with humanity these days, we’re coming apart at
the seams,” Folds said in response to
parents teaching their kids to heckle
at a young age.
Rock then read a question from a
fan that is based in Illinois about how
Folds became a musician.
“Well, I became a songwriter and
pianist at the same time,” Folds said
as he was playing with his keyboard
while recalling his past.

facilitated the conversation that
explored how racism affects many
facets of society, most notably higher education. The conversation
touched on many important
aspects of this topic ranging
from the underrepresentation
of women in STEM majors to
how colonial violence is related
to racism in academia.
“Racism is prevalent in all
fields of academia, but I think specifically in engineering and STEM,
it’s definitely, I would argue, a lot
more prevalent,” Gupta said.
UConn has taken steps in the past
few years to work toward creating a
campus community that allows students of different genders, races,
cultures and backgrounds to feel
represented and understood by
their peers and professors. The
six cultural centers and programs at UConn, which include
the African American Cultural
Center, Asian American Cultural
Center, Native American Cultural Programs, Puerto Rican/Latin
American Cultural Center, Rainbow

Center and the Women’s Center, offer
safe spaces for students that are focused on support, guidance and
advocacy.
of students
The UConn class of 2024 was
minimized certain
the university’s most diverse
aspects of their
class to date and was comprised of about 45% students
racial/ethnic
of color and 51% female. Each
background to
year, this trend seems to confit in
tinue; however, there is still a lot
of progress to be made to ensure
that all students can truly feel at
home at UConn.
Last year, a survey titled “The
UConn Racial Microaggressions
Survey” found that 43% of students
who completed the survey said
they felt as though they needed
to minimize certain aspects of
their racial and ethnic background to fit in. Furthermore,
45% of students said that race
relations at the university
range from somewhat to extremely problematic.
The results of this survey
show that UConn, in accordance
with other higher education institu-

43%

45%

of students
said race relations at UCONN
are somewhat to
extremely
problematic

tions, still has a lot of work to do to
ensure that minority students can
freely express their cultures and ethnicities without fear of judgement
or lack of understanding from their
peers. This is also a problem that is
prevalent at the high school, middle
and elementary school levels.
“I was the only non-white student
in all but one of my AP classes in high
school,” Ramesh said.
Ramesh shared a story about a
friend of hers, who was also a person
of color, who got very good grades
but was told by her advisor not to
take AP classes because they would
be too difficult. Ramesh said how
instances like this prevent students
of color from moving forward and are
examples of blatant racism within the
education system.
Going forward, UConn will have
to continue to take steps such as implementing additional course offerings that focus on educating students
about the experiences of people from
various diverse backgrounds to help
foster a community that is rooted in
acceptance and understanding.

Business Leaders of UConn
provides a welcoming space for
marginalized students
by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu
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Folds also mentioned how he was
making up melodies for songs when
he was a kid and claims that as soon
as he got to a piano, he wanted to hear
the songs he made up.
“I’m a part-time piano player and
I am a part-time hack” joked Folds
when going over his history of becoming a musician.
Next, Folds got asked about what
it’s like to create freely.
“We’re all trying to constantly find
what allows us to create freely and
to create with some kind of purpose
and weight,” Folds replied.
Another question Folds was asked
during the Q&A session was who
was his favorite collaboration with
another artist?
“I don’t have a favorite of anything,
I have a favorite part of each one.
Over the last few years, before the
pandemic hit, my day job was bringing people to the Kennedy Center to
work with the national symphony
orchestra and each one was my favorite,” Folds said.
One of those guests that he invited
to the Kennedy Center was famed
singer-songwriter, Sara Bareilles
who Folds liked since she was able to
work well with the orchestra. He also
invited stand-up comedian Sarah Silverman to the Kennedy Center.
“I love collaborations, they’re all
my favorites because you see people’s
vulnerable spots like where they’re
scared,” Folds said as he was going on
about who his ‘favorite’ collaborators
have been.
Those looking to see Folds live in
the United States will have to wait
until Oct. 15 when he is scheduled
to play in Pittsburgh, but if you live
in Australia, he will be playing a live
show on March 20 in Bimbadgen.

Two weeks ago, our editorial
board published an article calling
out the university’s poor efforts to
include an accepting environment
for BIPOC students. According to
a racial microaggressions survey,
“77% reported that race relations
at UConn ranged from a little to
extremely problematic.” There
is one organization in particular
that works hard in approaching
this problem. The banner on their
website adequately sums up the initiative: “Business Leaders of UConn
(BLU) seeks to empower and advance underrepresented BIPOC
students through various distinguished professional opportunities,
while creating a strong community
for minority students interested
in business. The ultimate goal is
to equip high-achieving, marginalized students with the skill-set,
resources, mentorship and network
to accomplish their career goals.”
Shane Young, an eighth-semester
finance major and president of BLU,
explained why the organization
was established in April 2020. It
was launched by Young and fellow
co-founders Lauren Hipplewitz,
Kate Cruz, Efrain Gonzalez and
Chloe Jihae Son.
“We founded it being one of the
few people of color in the business school and dealing with a lot
of isolation and kind of imposter
syndrome and all the feelings that
come with being not represented in
the space, especially a space that’s
very competitive,” Young said.
“We founded it to really provide a
space for people — students of color
and all marginalized people really, to come and feel included and
welcome and have a community
of people that they feel represent
them, but also to provide them with
resources. Whether it be mentors
or information or different types of
career-development sessions that
we’re doing, just to provide them

with really concrete resources so
they can be successful and achieve
the goals and aspirations that they
have.”
Although COVID-19 restrictions
have caused meetings to be carried
out in a virtual setting, BLU continues to meet every Wednesday
at 6 p.m. via Zoom. Last week, they
held an additional info session at 7
p.m. to discuss their upcoming case
competition.
The rundown of the competition
is fairly simple: Students are given a
case prompt entailing a hypothetical
business situation, where they are
required to answer several questions about the prompt through a
presentation. This semester’s case
prompt follows private equity firm,
Storrs Buyout Partners, who want
to acquire clothing retailer BLU
Jeans. Unfortunately, BLU Jeans
has hit a bit of a rough patch financially, and participants have been
asked to deliver their insight on how
to increase profitability for the next
five years. They will essentially be
acting as consultants, suggesting
recommendations and analyzing
data and industry trends.
Contestants are allowed to participate alone or in groups. However,
there is a benefit to having fewer
team members, as the $100 prize
would have to be split among the
group. The deadline for all teammates to sign up via Google form is
Wednesday, March 10 at 11:59 p.m.
If the possibility of winning some
extra dough isn’t enough to convince you to join BLU, perhaps hearing input from its members will.
When asked about what drew them
to the organization, sixth-semester
finance major and incoming Chief
Operating Officer Melvin Andre
mentioned the isolating nature of
UConn’s School of Business.
“I joined BLU because of the opportunities provided: mentorships,
internship interview help … it was
more so the space aspect too — coming into a space where you could be
yourself and talk about business

ideas and things of that sort with
people that look like you because
you don’t get that experience at the
business school,” Andre said.
Fourth-semester finance major
and incoming Chief Financial Officer Peter Vibert shared a similar
sentiment.
“One of the reasons why I became
so passionate for BLU immediately was because I have experience
being in other orgs in the School
of Business; I’m a finance major
so I’ve joined the Finance Society,
finance committees and all these
other clubs,” Vibert said. “But it
was very different because you
could just immediately feel that the
space wasn’t for you and you would
question if that was your place, like
whether you had a right to be in
that room. Joining BLU and seeing
a bunch of young professionals, all
of color, coming together and wanting to help each other, that definitely
showed me it was a community I
wanted to be a part of.”
Within the past month, antisemitic and anti-Black graffiti have
been found inside the biophysics
building while Undergraduate Student Government has come under
fire for the proposal of a free speech
bill that some say “gives students
a free pass to express casual racism, homophobia and misogyny
without consequence.” UConn’s
administration hasn’t done much
to combat these issues — as expected from any institution that thrives
on over-priced tuition and uses diversity merely as an admissions
factor. Sixth-semester accounting
major and incoming Vice President
Aliyah Hayes addressed the matter
by emphasizing a visible shift in
power between administrators and
students.
“I’ve definitely seen students take
more initiative in their education
and just their overall experience at
college,” Hayes said.

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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'Coming 2 America':

A mediocre sequel of a royal comedy
by Brandon Barzola
ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR
brandon.barzola@uconn.edu

“Coming 2 America” is an Amazon
original sequel to the Eddie Murphy
‘80s comedy of similar name. Released on March 5, 2021, the sequel
follows Murphy’s character, Prince
Akeem, who finds out he has an illegitimate son in Queens, N.Y., and
travels to the U.S. to instill him as
heir to the throne of the fictional
kingdom of Zamunda.
Prior to writing this, I had never
heard of Eddie Murphy’s ‘80s comedy, “Coming to America,” but the
plot of an African prince getting into
all sorts of trouble when he travels to
America for the first time to escape
an arranged marriage and search
for a connection with an intellectual was interesting. Without having
seen the first one, I watched “Coming
2 America,” expecting an entertaining comedy.
The first time I watched it, most

of the jokes landed flat, some characters were awfully cringy and
uninteresting and there were
an awful amount of obvious references to the
first film that I didn’t
get. On its own,
“Coming 2 America” is an uninteresting film with a
lacking plot.
The film includes a lot of
themes of traditions versus
change, such
as the fact that
Prince Akeem
wishes to establish
his unfit son as heir
to the throne, rather
than changing the patriarchal laws that prohibit
his strong and wise daughter,
Meeka (KiKi Layne), from succeeding him. Though these themes are

PHOTO COURTESY OF DEADLINE

modern and interesting, the film
focuses too much on Akeem
grooming his illegitimate
son, Lavelle (Jermaine
Fowler), for the throne
and honestly gives
little to no screen
time or story for
Meeka’s character to f lourish
and come into
her own as the
future queen of
Zamunda.
One of the
things “Coming
2 America” has
going for it is its
star-studded cast.
Aside from having
many actors from the
first film return as their
original characters, like
James Earl Jones, Arsenio
Hall and John Amos; the film also
features many cameos from great

comedians, actors and musicians
like Trevor Noah, Colin Jost, Morgan Freeman, R&B pop group En
Vogue, hip hop group Salt-N-Pepa,
Gladys Knight and more.
Overall, “Coming 2 America” was
largely uninteresting, tired and relied too much on making nostalgic
references for fans of the original.
Out of curiosity, though, I watched
the original film afterward and finally understood all the references
the sequel made. Aside from that,
I realized that the original film,
“Coming to America,” was much
funnier, more interesting and more
enjoyable with charming characters
and an interesting plot. You might
enjoy “Coming 2 America” if you’re
a big fan of the original because of all
its nostalgic references and reused
jokes. If you’re on the fence about
watching it or are new to the franchise, I’d suggest settling on watching the original, twice even.
Rating: 2.5/5

the end of
‘WandaVision’
PHOTO COURTESY OF MARVEL

by Zach Wisnefsky

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

After much hype and anticipation, the finale of Marvel Studios’
hit series “WandaVision” has finally
been released.
With the series’ suspenseful and
purposefully confusing structure,
the final episode had much to execute. Luckily, the episode did a
fantastic job in doing so.
The first key to a great finale
is that it must be satisfying. That
doesn’t necessarily mean it has to
wrap up all of its storylines and
character arcs, but it must feel like
an ending that has been set up in
previous episodes or films.
A good example of a well-execut-

ed finale is another Marvel Studios
release, 2019’s global blockbuster
“Avengers: Endgame.” That film did
a great job of completing several
character arcs in an emotional and
satisfying way, while also paying
off the years of setup in the Marvel
Universe.
Of course, the “WandaVision”
finale is on a much smaller scale
than “Avengers: Endgame,” but the
principles and parameters that define its success are quite similar.
This final episode did a strong
job of wrapping up the character
arcs set up throughout the series.
It didn’t necessarily wrap up every
plot detail, but it provided enough
to make the series feel worthwhile
and satisfying. The episode covers

many areas in a short amount of
time, which can tend to be a problem
for some series or films. However,
this finale does so in a fairly natural way.
The episode also delivers on what
people hope to see in a Marvel Studios property — superhero action.
These Disney+ TV shows are truly
redefining the television landscape,
as they are providing cinematic-level quality and budget on the small
screen. There is no discernable difference between the action of shows
like “WandaVision” (in the finale
episode specifically) and “The Mandalorian” and the action you see on
the silver screen.
If I were to have any complaints
on the final episode, I would say it

could have done a better job with
a few of its supporting characters.
The focus of the last episode is on
the main characters, as it rightfully
should be, but a few of the characterizations of the other supporting
cast seemed a bit out of place. Some
characters lacked the nuance they
exhibited in the first eight episodes,
instead feeling fairly one-note in the
finale. However, they did have significantly less screen-time in this
episode than others. Additionally,
a few dialogue sequences in the episode could have been slightly better
in execution.
On the point of the series overall, I do wish it had a bit more of a
thematic arc. This series is more
of a character study rather than a

thematically-based storyline, but I
do wish there were more thematic
undertones throughout the series.
In conclusion, Marvel Studios’
entry to the television landscape
can be officially called a big success.
Not only did they deliver an exciting
series that is fun to watch, they also
took many creative risks in style and
genre. These risks paid off, delivering a truly original television series.
Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Bettany and
Kathryn Hahn all deliver great performances that will certainly earn
nominations in television comedy
categories.
Because of all of these factors,
“WandaVision” earns a strong recommendation.
Series Rating: 4.50/5

This Week in History: March 8-12
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti.jr@uconn.edu

March 8, 1917

February
revolution
Begins

March 11, 2020

COVID-19
declared a
pandemic

History is made every day.
Whether it occurs five centuries
ago or five minutes ago, it all tells
the great story of human civilization. This week in history, we will
focus on two events, one from the
distant past and one all too familiar
to those living in the 21st century.
So let’s dive in!
On March 8, 1917, 104 years
ago, the February Revolution
began in Russia, ending the
nearly 500 years of tsarist rule.
For starters, I’m sure you are
wondering why a revolution taking
place in March would be referred
to as the “February Revolution.” It
should be noted that prior to 1918,
Russia followed the Julian calendar, which is about 13 days behind
the Gregorian calendar we follow,
so the February Revolution began
on Feb. 22 in Russia but March 8 in
the U.S. Same day, just a different
label (confusing, right?).
The February Revolution was
actually one of two revolutions to
occur in Russia during 1917. Russians took to the streets under the
banner of the Bolshevik Party (renamed a year later as the Communist Party) in defiance of the abso-

lute monarchy of Tsar Nicholas II.
While Americans tend to have a
negative view toward communism,
it should be noted that the original
members of the Bolshevik Party
had legitimate grievances with
their government, and communism
took a much different path than its
framers had originally envisioned.
In the late 1800s and early 1900s,
Russia was largely agrarian, with
land being controlled by aristocrats
and worked on by peasants. While
a middle class was forming in the
rest of the Western world, Russia
was very behind, and the tsar was
the only person who could make
any political decisions since Russia
had no elected government officials
with any power.
While anti-tsarist sentiments
had been growing, World War I
was the major tipping point that
pushed even moderate Russians to
support the Bolshevik Party.
Since the Russian Empire had
not industrialized, the Russians
proved no match for the wellequipped German and Austro-Hungarian armies. The Russian army suffered tremendous
casualties, the most of any country
during World War I.
Despite the fact that the husbands, fathers and sons of his

people were dying, Nicholas II
continued on, trying to boost morale by leading the troops himself.
Nicholas proved to be a terrible
military leader, and to make matters worse, the nation was left to
his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, who
made decisions under the guidance
of a mystical sorcerer named Grigori Rasputin.
Russians were dying on the battlefield and dying of starvation at
home, so those who remained took
to the streets and rioted until the
tsar abdicated his throne. The Soviet Union (U.S.S.R.) was established
in December of 1922, and thus, both
Russian history and world history
were forever changed.
On March 11, 2020, one year
ago, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID19 a global pandemic.
Though it may be hard to believe, the COVID-19 pandemic has
reached its first birthday, having
wreaked havoc on the world for an
entire year. While its name marks
the first trace of the coronavirus
disease discovered in 2019, the pandemic dominated 2020 and continues to impact our lives in 2021.
Days after the WHO reclassified COVID-19 from a public health
emergency to a pandemic, the Unit-

ed States declared a national emergency and imposed a travel ban
on all non-U.S. citizens traveling
from Europe. In a matter of weeks,
states imposed stay-at-home orders
and venues shuttered their doors
to the public. I will spare the nitty-gritty historical details of March
2020, however, as the entirety of
my column’s readership have lived
through it, and do not need to relive
the dreadful experience.
Since then, the U.S. has reported more than 28 million COVID19 cases and more than 500,000
deaths. While Americans make up
less than 5% of the world’s population, the United States accounts
for approximately 25% of the more
than 116 million COVID-19 cases
worldwide, and more than 20% of
its approximate 2.5 million global
deaths. All statistics are cited from
the online databases of the WHO
and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
My only hope is that one year
from now I will be able to write
about the pandemic as an event of
the past, rather than an event of
the present. Until then, mask up,
wash your hands and stay healthy
my friends! If the past has taught
us anything it is that history is only
told by those who survive it.
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Casual Cadenza:
A love-hate relationship with K-pop
by Esther Ju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

There’s a lot of strange phenomena that occur in the world with no
explanation — K-pop is one of them.
It’s difficult to decipher what makes
it so appealing to global audiences:
the ultra-synchronized dancing;
the colorful hairstyles; the Korean
lyrics heard by international fans
who have no idea what they’re singing about; or maybe it’s the gender
roles that are being challenged by
men wearing copious amounts of
eyeliner (and doing so fabulously).
The phrase “K-pop stan” has
actually developed somewhat of a
negative stigma these days, thanks

to Twitter. While I applaud those
dedicated enough to devote their
accounts to promoting their favorite
artists, sometimes it can get a little
much. I’m just trying to see why certain things are trending; having to
dodge five different fancam Tweets
in the process is a bit tedious.
However, K-pop Twitter stans
have also established themselves
as quite a powerhouse. Their innate
ability to flood harmful hashtags
with whatever random material
they can find never fails to make
me smile — not to mention the stunt
they pulled with that Trump rally
in Tulsa. All in all, their flaws get
canceled out by sporadic events
proving their existence as a posi-

tive (but at times annoying) force
in society.
And that existence doesn’t seem
to be going away anytime soon.
K-pop continues to grow as both
an industry and an opportunity for
fans around the world to become
immersed in Korean culture: everything from skincare to food to
dramas on Netflix. I’ve come to embrace my designation as the token
Korean friend whenever people
have questions about drama recommendations or when they just
want to rave about BTS. Although
I don’t really listen to them, I still
appreciate the sentiment.
I’ve already mentioned my brief
(but intense) K-pop phase in middle

Kings Of Leon

simmer in arena rock’s shadow
by Sean Murawski
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sean.murawski@uconn.edu

The modern rock band is constantly evolving, and it has now
reached the point of old dogs learning new tricks, with acts like Foo
Fighters, The Strokes and Weezer
finding new pallets to paint with.
Nashville’s own Kings Of Leon is
no different, as their new album,
“When You See Yourself,” finds
them winding through more subdued melodies and contemplative
song structures.
The initial conception of Kings
Of Leon in the early 2000s was
one of southern rock swagger
mixed with modern rock flash
and flare. Their previous effort,
2016’s “WALLS,” planted some
seeds in the transition from big
rock to smaller, more sensitive
songs. Now, in the presence of a
global pandemic and a seemingly
eternal absence of live music, the
seasoned industry veterans search
for newer, even more intriguing
avenues in their new release.
The first side of this record in
particular has a sense of thoughtfulness to it. The opening track,
“When You See Yourself, Are You

Far Away,” is a bouncing workout of chiming guitars and busy
percussion work. As lead singer
Caleb Followill pleads, “One more
night, one more night, will you stay
here?,” you don’t just listen and
take it in; you find yourself pondering the question. Throughout
the album, Followill’s lyrics are
less about volume and more about
content. Rock music is seldom lyrically-driven, but Kings Of Leon’s
marriage of songwriting and musicianship is a unique blend previously untouched by the band.
Despite the overall calmer energy of the album, there are still
echoes of the group’s rollicking
roots. For those missing the hard
rock drive of “Sex On Fire” or the
anthemic crash of “Use Somebody,” there is “The Bandit,” an
urgent new-wave rock song powered by a rolling bass line and
shimmering guitar leads. There
is also “Echoing,” a rock and roll
march that gives the somewhat
weaker second half of the record
a little more bite.
The album’s most alluring aspect is its style of restraint. We
know Kings Of Leon is capable of
huge rock music, but the more im-

pressive feat is when they’re able
to hold back the urge to hit their
instruments as loud as possible.
Once again, the opening track
shows its legs in its unwillingness
to drive forward. The song never
really takes off, but somehow, it
works. Even the album’s more upbeat tracks, like the Motown soultinged “Stormy Weather,” decide
to sit inside their grooves instead
of punching through them.
The hunger for rock music is
perhaps larger than it’s been in
recent memory, as live music
being completely obliterated by
COVID-19 has surely pressed on
fans’ yearning for loud guitars and
rock energy. However, the essence
of this record is pretty clear: There
is a place between big-time arena
rock and downhome blues-rock
crunch, and Kings of Leon have
settled there. When Followill assures us “Better late than never,
this is just a taste” on “Stormy
Weather,” he isn’t lying. On “When
You See Yourself,” Kings Of Leon
calms the nerves about the supposedly imminent “death” of rock
music. It isn’t dying; it’s just changing.
Rating: 4/5

school, when the only band I listened to at the time was EXO. For
the past six years, that stage of my
life has remained dormant. Lately
though, there’s been a resurgence
of Big Bang and NCT listening sessions that have managed to bring a
certain amount of nostalgic bliss; or
maybe it’s just my mind yearning
for simpler times after taking three
midterms this week.
Whenever I think about the
number of people who say they’ve
just started getting into K-pop, it’s
odd to consider the genre as an acquired taste. I grew up surrounded
by groups like Super Junior, Girls’
Generation, SHINee and 2PM, all
of which I owe either to my older

sister’s obsessions with them or
the more likely fact that as a Korean family, K-pop was simply inescapable. Watching its popularity
spread globally, especially within
America, was something I wouldn’t
have been able to imagine back then.
I’ve grown used to having to cater
toward one culture, where most of
the time I find myself acting more
American than Korean — a common
side effect of trying to assimilate
into a primarily White society. But
K-pop’s widespread approval has
actually helped in bridging the gap
between two different aspects of my
identity and for that, I’ve realized
it deserves more value than embarrassment.

Center for the Performing Arts

DIGITAL STAGE

3/18 Digital Concert
Kronos Quartet*

The world-renowned quartet performs select new works
from 50 for the Future.
Media Sponsors: CT Public, the Chronicle, CT Voice,
Seasons Magazines

3/26 Livestream
Arcis Saxophone Quartet*

Live from Munich, this energetic ensemble performs
program American Dreams.
Media Sponsors: NEPM, the Chronicle, CT Voice,
Seasons Magazines

4/17 Livestream
An Evening with Chris Thile

Mandolin virtuoso, composer and vocalist that
transcends genres performs live from Jorgensen stage.
Media Sponsors: CT Public, CT Magazine, Mansfield Downtown
Partnership, WHUS

4/23 Livestream
UConn SFA Faculty Showcase*

Solomiya Ivakhiv, Sophie Shao, Louis Hanzlik, Eric Reed,
and special guest Tanya Bannister, live from Jorgensen
stage.
Media Sponsors: NEPM, The Chronicle, CT Voice / Seasons
Magazines, Daily Campus, UConn Music

TICKETS NOW ON SALE ONLINE
jorgensen.uconn.edu
jorgensen.tickets@uconn.edu

Free Student Rush Tickets!

*Lenard Chamber Series Events are FREE for ALL STUDENTS

@JorgensenUConn
PHOTO COURTESY OF SONY
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | If only UConn professors could teach like this

Fifth grade teacher Steven Spillane makes a video with his puppet Mr. Math to teach division. Remote learning can be difficult to maintain students’ attention, so Mr. Spillane finds
creative ways to engage them. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

India’s religious warfare
by Katherine Jimenez-Cruz
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
katherine.jimenez_cruz@uconn.edu

One year after India saw itself
close to civil war, justice for the
victims of the Delhi riots has
been slow. At least 53 were killed
in the religious violence in February 2020 after the passage of a
new citizenship law caused mobs
and counter-protests to clash in
the streets of Delhi. Indian Muslims called out the bill for its anti-Muslim language, the government stating otherwise.
Under India’s secular constitution, everybody is guaranteed
equal rights regardless of their
religion. However, India’s ruling
party, the Bharatiya Janata Party, was accused of trying to keep
India a Hindu-majority nation.
The Citizen Amendment Act was
passed on Dec. 10, 2019, and guaranteed citizenship to immigrants
from some of India’s neighboring countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan. Despite
these countries being made up
of Muslim-majority people, the
act would only apply to Hindus,

Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis
or Christians. According to the
BJP, Muslims were not included
because they are not a historically persecuted minority in those
nations. This would mean that

Indian Muslims
who do not have the
documents to prove
their citizenship in
India would not
qualify, and many are
afraid that they would
be targeted for their
religious beliefs.
Indian Muslims who do not have
the documents to prove their
citizenship in India would not
qualify, and many are afraid that
they would be targeted for their
religious beliefs. But it’s not just
Muslims who were worried about
the CAA, Hindus were too. Millions could be left out of citizen-

ship just because their names are
spelled differently in government
documents.
Although a majority of the
CAA protestors were Muslim,
there were many of different
faiths who also did not support
the bill. When violence ensued,
Hindu-majority counter-protestors attacked the Muslim-majority protestors and Muslims
attacked
back.
Anti-Muslim
violence resulted in destroyed
mosques, cars on fire and skirmishes in mixed neighborhoods
where residents had previously
lived peacefully. Photographic
and video evidence even showed
police siding with Hindu extremists, some taking part in the beating of Muslims.
It’s clear that the BJP has been
singling out Islam’s followers in
the Hindu-majority nation. In December 2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist
party passed a law that abolished
all Islamic schools. They said that
it had nothing to do with religion
but more to do with the schools’
“substandard education,” an in-

teresting detail considering nothing had gotten better for Muslims in India that year. Identified
attackers of the Delhi riots have

They have shown
an ignorance of the
fact that the sites of
burned and demolished
mosques are now
being replaced by other
temples of worship.
They don’t care about
the Muslim victims and
the New Delhi police
serve to push the BJP’s
extremist agenda.
not even been punished for their
crimes due to a lack of police interest, with victims claiming that
the New Delhi police have gone
easy on Hindus and that propaganda has spurred more hatred
between the communities.

Although blame has been
thrown back and forth between
Hindus and Muslims, there were
a number of victims who were
not actually participating in the
protests: one was elderly, another was dragged from his home.
Muslim victims feel targeted by
their Arabic names which have
been used to identify them despite their lack of involvement
in the violence. No matter the
amount of eyewitness accounts,
complaints have not been officially accepted by government officials who seek to push the Hindu-extremism in India.
Religious violence is sure to
continue and could be a sign of
a future civil war if the BJP does
not address Muslims’ concerns.
It is a clear sign of Islamophobia.
Not to mention that they have
shown an ignorance of the fact
that the sites of burned and demolished mosques are now being
replaced by other temples of worship. They don’t care about the
Muslim victims and the New Delhi police serve to push the BJP’s
extremist agenda.

UConn’s misguided battle for free speech
FREE SPEECH, cont. from p. 4
Most parties agree that the freedom to safely express one’s own
thoughts and ideas is a central pillar to the culture that we as a student body would like to build; there exists a contingent of free speech
hard-liners, however, who maintain that, in a healthy democracy,
practically all speech must be protected —and that, furthermore,
we are living in an age dominated by illiberal anti-intellectualisms
colloquially known as “wokeness” or “cancel culture” that suppress
controversial ideas in favor of the comfort of select groups.
This critique of the contemporary intellectual environment is
certainly not a fringe position; it adorns support from left-wing
thinkers like Noam Chomsky to right-wing talking heads such as
Bill Maher and Tucker Carlson. While each figure may adopt this
ideal for their own reasons, it stems from that same ethos that a free
society must uphold the free exchange of ideas.
Frolicking around this idealist realm, however, will soon bring to
light a sobering conclusion: The freedom of speech, when evoked
by groups carried by centuries of racial capitalism and patriarchy
(see: White cis men), is a euphemism. It does not represent a commitment to the liberties of their broader, multicultural community,
but a call to a lost love — the ability to apologize for racism, transmisogyny, ableism and other social ills with impunity. Furthermore,
it is ignorant that what reactionaries critique as “wokeness” has
no institutional power. Politicians and capitalists are not waging a
culture war when they deny food, housing and healthcare to poor
BIPOC, women and queer and trans people, nor do they exercise
“wokescolding” when they exploit and terrorize the Global South.
What many perceive as the tyranny of cancel culture is simply a
heightening of solidarity and social consciousness; offense to bigotry is not the symptom of a softening society, but of a more cohesive
body politic increasingly refusing of those quotidian degradations
to the dignity of Black, non-white, queer and transgender and disabled life; a widespread initiative to eradicate bigotry from our institutions. In denigrating these attempts to nominally construct an
anti-racist, anti-patriarchal and accessible state of affairs, fearmongers of wokeness are simply articulating their fear of accountability,
whether it be for having racist friends or an outright bigoted worldview.
What free speech warriors fail to understand is that “controver-

sial” views posed in the public sphere — such as scrutiny toward
our identities as queer and trans people or toward the lived experiences of Black and Indigenous community members with police
— are disagreeable for a reason: they are misguided, often factually
unsubstantiated and echo social paradigms responsible for the debasing of and violence toward marginalized communities.
So too do they fail to understand that our sociopolitical discourse
is not a soup made more flavorful by adding as many ingredients
one can forage for. As a matter of fact, the soup is spoiled; it has been
spoiled for a long time, and our goal is to cook something new. The
prevailing social order for the past five centuries has centered the
perspectives of white, abled, largely male philosophers, historians,
authors and political figures. The fruits of these perspectives led to
the “rational” institution of African slavery, the “rational” genocide
of Indigenous nations in the Americas, the “rational” subjugation of
women and other sexual minorities. These ideas exist today in the
form of ahistorical dismissals of White supremacy in our economic
and political life and frankly unscientific tirades against the objective complexity of gender and sex.
These ingredients spoiled the soup — we do not need them to
cook something better.
So what is the solution to this predicament? According to authors of the free speech legislation, it is to ensure that the university
maintain a radical commitment to the freedom of speech, barring
any university body from engaging in anything readable as “censorship.”
Naturally, the consequence of this legislation, if adopted on a
school-wide scale, would be forcing students to tolerate bigoted
speech in their student government, in their learning environment
and in campus life.
The implications are clear and present. Has a student senator
expressed antisemitism during their tenure in a position of power?
We could not censure them in solidarity with the Jewish student
community. Is a cisgender student harassing a transgender classmate with inaccurate talking points about the effects of hormone
therapy? They must be tolerated. Is an anti-Black or Islamophobic
speaker being invited to campus, using infrastructure and servers
paid for by our tuition money? You must suffer it for the sanctity of
free speech.
The obsequious allegiance to free speech quickly turns the

freedom expression into a freedom of platform; it is forcing the
student body to tolerate and entertain ideas echoed constantly
by established politicians and economists to justify the modern
outcrops of historical anti-blackness, settler-colonialism, patriarchy and eugenics. There has been concern by many individuals featured on the newly-minted Instagram account “@uconnforfreespeech” that social minorities will never learn if they are
not challenged by new ideas; as someone of a gender-oppressed
background, I can firmly say that this idea is condescending
nonsense. Colonized and oppressed people are born into challenging ideas. They live debating structural violence and rebuttal through survival, resistance and crafting of new, better social scientific ideas and cultural paradigms. Defending colonial
and reactionary narratives is good for nothing but discouraging
marginalized students whose lived experience confronts them
daily away from academic spaces — a profoundly anti-democratic end.
Free, unregulated speech only serves to make space for those
who already have social, political and economic capital to suppress new, innovative and liberating scholarship. This is why the
billionaire-funded Prager University enjoys unlimited publicity
on YouTube while queer and trans BIPOC with novel, undershared experiences and analyses struggle to make their voices
heard past the algorithmic cement wall, and why contemporary
studies on race and gender seldom enjoy recognition outside of
academia. “Free” speech is the problem — equitable speech is the
solution.
This is all not to say that White, abled, cisgender and heterosexual students do not deserve a voice in our community; I simply put forth that this slate of perspectives has been dominant for
far too long, inhibiting the prospect of a collective understanding
of the world around us. Now, it is time for a counternarrative.
For a healthy academic environment to flourish, historically underrepresented perspectives such as those coming out of Black
studies, Women, Gender and Sexuality studies and disability
scholarship must be empowered. On the other hand, ideas apologizing for everyday material and cultural harm against our
marginalized peers must be challenged by our university community, not given a special theater box in the academic theater.
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Women’s Lacrosse: Huskies get a massive win against No. 22 UMass
by Evan Rodriguez

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

With UConn riding a hot
three-game win streak, the Huskies came in as the underdog
against No. 22 UMass on Sunday.
With an 0-9 record in their last
few games against the Minutewomen, this was undoubtedly
a tough matchup. Despite this,
the Huskies looked terrific and
took a fantastic overtime victory
against UMass 12-11.
The Huskies started the game
with a quick unassisted goal
from Sydney Watson in just 40
seconds. After a goal from the
Minutewomen to tie the game
at one, Kate Shaffer helped the
Huskies take the lead right back
to make the score 2-1. With the
Huskies and the Minutewomen
going back and forth, the Minutewomen would finally break
through and take a commanding
8-4 lead. After another goal from
Watson to make the score 8-5, a
scary incident happened on the
field as Watson was struck in the
head by the stick of Caitlyn Petro
and was helped to the sidelines
shortly before the end of the first
half. While the Huskies would
be down 8-5 going into the sec-

ond half, this would be a turning
point for UConn.
Despite Watson’s scary injury in the first half, she returned
ready to go and went on an absolute tear in the second half. Watson would score two quick goals,
and Shaffer would help the Hus-

kies tie the game at eight. After
another goal from Watson and
an additional goal from Madelyn
George, the Huskies took a 10-8
lead over the Minutewomen. With
a score from Maddy Maloney, the
Minutewomen cut their deficit
to 10-9 before a Shaffer goal put

UConn women’s lacrosse battled to a 12-11 victory over No. 22 UMass as UConn senior Sydney Watson
scored halfway through the overtime period on Sunday. With the win, the Huskies pick up their first victory
against a ranked opponent and improve to 4-1 on the season. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Volleyball: UConn goes
1-2 over the weekend
by Nicholas Hellinghausen
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.hellinghausen@uconn.edu

The UConn volleyball team picked
up one win out of its three road games
this weekend. The Huskies started
the weekend with a two-game series
against Villanova and concluded play
Sunday afternoon versus Temple.
Villanova (2-2) darted out to a
huge 11-4 lead to open game one. The
Wildcats were playing consistently
and forcing the Huskies into numerous errors. UConn was never able to
get into the first set, as Villanova was
perfectly executing their shots and
dictating play. Villanova quickly secured the opening set, 25-14 off Clara
Delaplane’s fourth kill.
The Huskies (2-4) remained calm
and produced a dominant set of their
own in set two. UConn jumped out
to a 7-2 lead forcing Villanova to call
a timeout. The timeout was not effective for the Wildcats, as the Huskies continued to cruise in set two.
UConn kept piling up kills, causing
Villanova to go for too much on their
serves. The Wildcats played a sloppy second set, posting a dismal -.028
attacking percentage. Allie Garland
was able to wrap up an exceptional
second set for UConn 25-13.
Set three was significantly more
competitive than the first two sets.
The score was tied on seven different
instances in the third set. Villanova
held small advantages throughout
the majority of the set, but UConn
kept fighting back. The Wildcats
utilized an Emily Curtis ace to capitalize on their second set point and
capture the tight third set 26-24.
The Wildcats were in control
throughout the entire fourth set.
Villanova never trailed in the final
set and held seven-point leads on
two separate occasions. A Jasmine
Davis service error concluded the
fourth set 25-21 in favor of Villanova.
In the first game of the series, Villanova notched 10 more assists and
eight more kills than UConn. Caylee
Parker led the Huskies in kills with
14 and digs with 16. Riley Homer and
Kathleen Johnson collected the most
kills for Villanova with 11 apiece.
Villanova came out of the gates
strong in game two. After going
down 2-3, the Wildcats went on an
11-1 run to take a commanding 13-4
advantage. The Wildcats were striking the ball effectively and not giving
anything away. Homer emphatically
closed out a convincing first set for
Villanova 25-19 with a kill.
Set two went back and forth in the
beginning, with the Huskies keeping their nose in front. UConn did an
excellent job not allowing the Wild-

the Huskies back up by two. Despite all the momentum on the
Huskies’ side, the Minutewomen
would not let this game get away
from them and scored two goals
in under five minutes to tie the
game. Regardless of both teams’
effort to put the game away, this

cats to obtain many points off of
their serves. The Huskies displayed
a strong combination of offense and
defense to pull away in the middle
of the set. A Delaplane service error
gifted UConn the second set 25-19.
The Wildcats rebounded nicely,
winning 12 of the first 18 points in set
three. From that point on, UConn
started focusing better and cutting
back on their mistakes. The Huskies
began getting kills from a variety
of players and benefited off of some
miscommunication by the Wildcats.
UConn received two errors from Villanova to finish the third set, 25-21.
UConn carried its momentum into
the fourth set, going on a few 3-0 runs
to hold an 11-5 advantage. Villanova
looked out of sorts, and the Huskies
pounced on the golden opportunity. UConn went up by as many as
nine points during several instances
throughout the set. Parker was able to
execute a sensational kill off a Courtney Morris assist to finish the set, 25-20,
and split the series with the Wildcats.
Villanova’s Homer concluded the series with the most kills with 29, while
UConn’s Parker finished just behind
her with 27. Genna Florig ended with
the most blocks with 10, and Averi Salvador notched the most digs with 37.
The Huskies closed out the weekend with a four-set loss at Temple (7-4).
This marked the second time this year
UConn fell short against the Owls.
After Garland scored the first point
of the match for UConn, Temple reeled
off nine unanswered points. Katerina
Papazoglou was firing fantastic serves
and coming up with emphatic kills for
Temple. The Owls went up 12-2 before
UConn began chipping away at the
lead. The Huskies cut the lead down
to three, but then made costly mistakes to fall back behind 14-21. UConn
was able to save four set points before
Papazoglou posted a kill to end the set

25-21 in favor of Temple.
Both teams went on 4-0 runs to
kick off the second set. The set was
highly competitive, with Temple
holding a slight advantage throughout its entirety. The Owls were able
to come up with a few more kills
and defensive plays, which was
the only difference in the set. A kill
from Miray Bolukbasi sealed the
second set for the Owls 25-23, giving them a two-set advantage.
The third set panned out very
similar to the second set. Both
teams were striking the ball effectively and minimized their mistakes. This time around, it was the
Huskies who were able to maintain a minor lead throughout the
set. Florig played a remarkable
set coming up with critical plays
for the Huskies, including four
kills. An attacking error by Taylor
Davenport wrapped up the third
set, 25-22 for UConn.
The Huskies opened the fourth
set with a 4-1 lead before the Owls
went on a 9-2 run. UConn was able
to snatch the lead back at 12-11, following sensational offensive plays
by Parker. The lead did not last for
very long as Temple quickly pulled
ahead 15-12. The third set was incredibly tight until the latter stages.
With Temple up 20-18, the Owls
won five consecutive points to take
the fourth set and the match.
Overall, the Owls notched 14
more kills and nine more digs than
the Huskies. Bolukbasi had an exceptional day for Temple, recording 16 kills as well as two aces and
blocks. Parker led UConn in kills
with 13, while Aset Baker-Falealili
was the team leader in digs with 19.
UConn will look for another
conference victory this Friday
when they go on the road to take
on Providence (3-1).

UConn won against Tulsa with a final score of 3-1 on Oct. 27, 2019.
UConn was able to save four set points before Papazoglou posted
a kill to end the set 25-21 in favor of Temple. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE
VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

match would go to overtime after
the Huskies and Minutewomen
both stepped up on defense.
After the Minutewomen would
take possession at the beginning of
overtime, the Huskies played impeccably on defense and shut down
the Minutewomen’s possession.
After driving down the field and
with just 1:36 on the clock, Watson
would score the game-winning
shot and earned the Huskies a 12-11
overtime upset win.
Watson was indeed the superstar in this game with six goals,
bringing her season total to 21 on
the season and her highest scoring game this season. Shaffer
looked great as well, with three
goals on the game, bringing her
season total to 11 on the season.
George would add two goals, and
Abby Vetsch would add another
goal to the Husky total. Lia LaPrise would get two assists on the
game and bring her season total
to 12 on the year. Landyn White
stepped up for the Huskies on defense with 13 saves on the game
and only allowed three goals in
the second half.
UConn will look to repeat their
fantastic performance against
UMass once again on Saturday,
March 13 against the Minutewomen at UMass.

UConn women’s soccer recap:
HUSKIES DRAW TO VILLANOVA DUE TO WASTED
OPPORTUNITIES IN ATTACK

The UConn Huskies defeat the Northeastern Huskies with a final score
of 2-0 on Sunday. First goal was scored by Sophia Danyko-Kulchycky
(23) and assisted by Jacqueline Harnett at 26:11. Second goal was
scored by Lucy Cappadona (4) and assisted by Yamilee Eveillard (4).
PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Sebastian Garay-Ortega

STAFF WRITER
Sebastian.Garay-Ortega@uconn.edu

The UConn Huskies (2-1-1, 2-1-1 Big
East) and Villanova Wildcats (1-4-1,
1-4-1 Big East) finished in a draw on
Sunday, March 7 at the Higgins Soccer Complex. This result means that
both the Huskies and Wildcats are
still yet to record their first conference wins of the season.
Huskies head coach Margaret Rodriguez went into the contest with
the memory of the squad’s collapse
to Providence on Thursday, and
how the team could not afford to
crumble for a second time. On the
other hand, Wildcats head coach
Chris McLain looked to create some
sort of consistency amongst the
squad, and avoid three or four goal
defeats that have been commonplace
for Villanova this season.
Villanova would make a statement
in the first minute of the contest when
forward Chloe O’Neill’s shot on target
forced a save out of UConn goalkeeper
Randi Palacios. However, this would
be the only major opportunity the
Wildcat attack had, as the rest of the
half revolved around Husky domination in the opposition’s final third.
After O’Neill’s effort, the Huskies
were able to win a corner and put the
pressure on the Villanova defense;
soon after, forward Jada Konte and
midfielder Jessica Mazo were able to
get subsequent shots off that forced
saves out of Wildcat goalkeeper
Megan McClay. The Huskies domination continued, as a total of three
shots were attempted by UConn
from minutes 11 through 25, with forwards Kess Elmore, Yamilee Eveillard and Konte all taking shots on net
that either forced saves out of McClay
or just barely veered off target.
UConn would have two more shots
before the half’s conclusion; these

came from Cappadona in the 31st minute and Bedoya in the 34th minute,
but their attempts did not get past McClay. Nevertheless, these continuous
efforts demonstrated how fragile the
Villanova defense was, and how successful the Huskies were in opening
up the pitch in the final third.
Although the multiple shots on
target and excellent build up play
would bring some delight to Rodriguez, the reality was that the Huskies were simply too wasteful with
their chances, as one of the seven
shots should have found the back of
the net. For this reason, while their
excellent offensive display would be
recognized, they would need to find
the net sooner or later if they wished
to leave Pennsylvania with a victory.
The second half began in a similar fashion to how the first half
played out, as UConn were on the
front foot 36 seconds into the half
when they won a corner kick. Despite failing to convert, it once again
showed the Huskies’ fearless nature in the attack.
UConn won a corner in the 48th
minute which fell to Eveillard, who
took a shot that was saved by McClay.
The Husky forward would get on
the end of her own rebound, but the
Wildcat players were able to clear it
away before the ball crossed the goal
line. These opportunities were only
some of many that came UConn’s
way in the second half, as Rodrgiuez’s
team was simply on another level.
From minutes 53 to 63, the Huskies
had four shots on target by midfielders Emma Zaccagnini and Jessica
Mazo, along with forwards Yamilee
Eveillard and Sophia Danyko-Kulchycky. All of these efforts were kept
out of the net by McClay with the exception of Eveillard’s.

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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Throwback Photo of the Day | Reach for the sky

UConn Huskies forward Aubrey Griffin (44) works for the rebound against Villanova Wildcats guard Bella Runyan (32) in the second quarter at Mohegan Sun. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER/ USA
TODAY

UConn clinches 4th seed
in Hockey East playoffs
by Tim Keaten

STAFF WRITER
timothy.keaten@uconn.edu

The Huskies played their last regular season game against the No.15
Providence Friars on home ice on
Friday. UConn was able to fend off
a nationally ranked Providence
squad and end the night with a 5-0
win, keeping the game under their
control until a shaky third period.
The Huskies are ending their season
10-10-2 and are ranked fourth under
the Hockey East Power Index with a
HEPI score of 52.01. The Friars’ season is finished with a record of 10-85 and a HEPI score of 50.08.
The Huskies were able to open up
scoring a little more than 10 minutes
into the first period after a goal from
Jachym Kondelik during a UConn
powerplay. After not scoring for
the entire season thus far, Kondelik
dominated the ice and scored three
power play goals during the first period, earning him a natural hat trick.
The junior forward was able to catch
a rebound after a shot on goal from
Johnny Evans and buried it in the
net past Providence goalkeeper Jaxson Stauber.
Jachym did not wait long to score
again, having a second scoring opportunity during another UConn
power play after a cross checking
penalty against Tyce Thompson.
Hudson Schandor was able to get
control of the puck soon after play
started and fed a pass to Johnny Evans, who was able to get the puck
to Kondelik. Kondelik beat Stauber
again and put the Huskies up 2-0
at 11:58 into the first period. Both
Schandor and Evans picked up assists on the play.

The Huskies’ third goal of the game
came from Schandor, who took a
pass from Firstov. Firstov was able to
break into the offensive zone during a
3-on-2 rush and got the puck behind
the Providence net. Schandor was
able to receive from there and slotted
it into the top left corner of the net.
The fourth goal of the period, and
third of Kondelik’s hat trick, came at
17:05. Friars defenseman Max Crozier took a holding penalty which
put the Huskies back onto the power
play. Kondelik set himself up in front
of the net and tipped in a deflected
shot from Evans.
Evans was able to get onto the
board with a goal of his own 24 short
seconds into the second period. The
Huskies were able to get an odd man
rush with Marc Gatcomb carrying
the puck into the Providence zone.
Gatcomb took a shot on the Providence net but it was stopped by Stauber, but the puck rebounded straight
to Evans. Evans fired a shot past
Stauber and scored his 14th goal of
the season.
It took until the third period for the
Friars to start scoring on the Huskies,
with Tyce Thompson ending Vomacka’s shutout. Providence was up
on the power play early in the third
after a slashing penalty against Vladislav Firstov. 56 seconds later, Providence forward Parker Ford found a
loose puck at the front of the net and
pushed it in. The third goal for the
Friars came from John McDermott
who received a deep pass from Michael Callahan and redirected it past
Vomacka.
The next game for the Huskies will
be during the Hockey East tournament quarterfinals against a yet to be
determined opponent.

UConn ties Providence College 3-3 in the XL Center on Friday November
22, 2019. In their final regular season match this season, the Huskies
held off the Friars on Friday for a 5-0 win. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO
EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Softball: Extra innings define
Huskies’ Carolina weekend
by Cole Stefan

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

The Huskies looked to rebound
and turn their season around after
a tough weekend in Texas. Things
did not really end up that way.
Over the weekend, the Huskies
(6-9) went to extra innings three
times and lost each game.
Before that happened though,
the Huskies took care of things
against the Elon Phoenix (36) on Friday morning with a
7-3 victory. UConn came out
swinging when freshman Taylor Zatyk hit a grand slam in
the first inning for her second
home run of the year.
The Phoenix had an opportunity to score in the second, but
Mekayla Frazier grounded out
before they could add any runs.
In the third, redshirt junior Hollis Wivell and graduate student
Devon Casazza singled in runs
on back-to-back plate appearances, the latter of which came
after Wivell stole two bases.
Up 6-0, the Huskies let the
Phoenix come back with three
runs in the fifth off a Rebecca
Murray three-run home run, but
the Huskies got one more in the
seventh from a sacrifice foul out
from sophomore Cali Jolley to
win the game 7-3.
Sophomore Meghan O’Neill
had a good day on the mound as
she went seven innings, allowing
three runs on seven hits, one walk
and three strikeouts. It was her
third win of the year as her record
improved to 3-2. Wivell had the
best day at the plate by going 3-for4 with two stolen bases.
Next up on the list was the
UNC Tar Heels (8-6), who the
Huskies kept on their toes for
most of the game. The game was
scoreless through five innings
with each team having no more
than one runner left on base in
all ten of those half-frames. The
Huskies got ahead first when
senior Reese Guevarra hit her
first home run of the season to
start the sixth inning.
The Tar Heels would not go
away though, and they tied the
game in the bottom of the seventh
from a fielding error by senior
Brianna Marcelino with one out
that allowed Brittany Pickett to
get on base. The Huskies were
able to get out of the inning but
failed to score in the top of the
eighth with a runner on second.
There was an extra runner on
second to start the inning, but the
Tar Heels didn’t necessarily need
that runner as Taylor Greene hit
a walk-off home run to right cen-

The Huskies won against the Blue Devils 2-1 on Friday, Sept. 29, 2019
after runs in the 1st and 4th inning. This weekend, the Huskies faced
the Elon Phoenix (3-6) on Friday morning and came out with a 7-3
victory. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

ter and the Huskies fell back to .500
with a 3-1 loss in eight innings.
Out of the three hits provided by
UConn, Guevarra had one while junior Aziah James and freshman Jana
Sanden had the other two. The player of the game was freshman Payton
Kinney, and although she lost, she
was still as dominant as ever. Kinney
went 7+ innings allowing three runs
(one earned), five hits, one walk and
a whopping 10 strikeouts.
The next morning, the Huskies
challenged the No. 17 South Carolina Gamecocks (12-3). Things were
close to begin the game. Marcelino
singled in Reese Guevarra in the
bottom half of the first to give the
Huskies an early 1-0 advantage.
After a game-tying home run
from Mackenzie Boesel, the Huskies responded right back with
three runs in the bottom of the
third after Casazza and Marcelino hit a solo shot and a two-run
home run respectively.
The Huskies were not done as
Casazza piled on her second home
run of the game to expand the lead
to 6-1 over the ranked Gamecocks.
Normally, this would be the part
where I would say the Huskies
won, but South Carolina got four
runs back in the fifth from a Kassidy Krupit sacrifice fly and Zoe Laneaux three-run home run.
Things were uneventful in the
sixth before Laneaux tied the game
in the seventh via a double. UConn
got runners on second and third in
the bottom half but failed to get either one of them home. Maddie Gallagher then singled home a run in
the top of the eighth as the Huskies

went to extras for the second consecutive game.
This time, the Huskies were
able to collect outs, but failed
to score their runner on second
in the bottom of the eighth and
lost 7-6. They gave the Gamecocks a run for their money, but
the Gamecocks rallied themselves back into the fight to pick
up another big win.
Kinney was dominant on the
mound, going seven innings
(non-consecutively) allowing six
runs (one earned) on eight hits,
two walks and nine strikeouts.
Because she was on the mound
in the eighth, she picked up the
loss, which is odd because O’Neil
also got one inning of work in, allowing one run on two hits.
To wrap up their stay in Chapel Hill, the Huskies took on Elon
in the third-place game early
yesterday morning. Unlike last
game however, the Huskies
would not have an offensive barrage of runs. UConn had runners
on base with an opportunity to
score almost every single inning,
but not once were they able to
drive at least one of them home.
Luckily, the Phoenix were
kept off the board for most of
the game as well. Like the Huskies, they had runners on base
almost every inning and failed
to score once until the eighth inning. With a runner on second,
Megan Grant singled in the first
run of the game.

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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Baseball: Huskies win 2 in
South Carolina over weekend
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

UConn Baseball takes home a 9-1 win against Central Connecticut
State University on April 30, 2019. This season, the Huskies have gone
2-1 so far, beating Miami (Ohio) on Friday, losing to Davidson on Saturday and beating Coastal Carolina in a thrilling extra inning game on
Sunday. PHOTO BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn baseball team made
its way south for the third straight
weekend, this time to Conway,
S.C., to participate in the “Baseball at the Beach” event at Coastal
Carolina University. The Huskies
have gone 2-1 so far, beating Miami (Ohio) on Friday, losing to
Davidson on Saturday and beating Coastal Carolina in a thrilling
extra inning game on Sunday. The
team has one more game in Conway on Monday at noon against
Coastal Carolina again.
On Friday, UConn (4-5) got a
nearly flawless outing from Ben
Casparius in a 5-0 win over the
Miami (Ohio) RedHawks (6-5).
Casparius threw eight shutout
innings, allowing just three hits
and striking out a career high 11.
He picked up his first win in a
UConn uniform.
“He did a heck of a job,” head
coach Jim Penders said after Friday’s game. “That’s how good we
know he can be, and he should
take a lot out of that outing. He
basically carried us today.”
Sam Favieri came in and completed the shutout for the Huskies with a clean ninth inning.
At the plate, the Huskies only
put up six hits, but they were
timely enough to result in five
runs. In the second inning, UConn put up three runs after Christian Fedko doubled and then
scored on a wild pitch. Later in
the frame, Chris Winkel drew
a bases loaded walk, and Zach
Bushling followed that up with a
clutch RBI single.
Later in the game, Reggie
Crawford hit an RBI triple, and
Pat Winkel added an RBI double. That was more than enough
for Casparius, who was incredible for the Huskies.

UConn couldn’t keep the momentum going on Saturday
morning, losing to the Davidson Wildcats (5-5) 4-3. The Huskies had a golden opportunity
to make a statement to start the
game with the bases loaded and
nobody out in the first inning.
However, the heart of the order
went down 1-2-3 to strand the
runners. Penders said that really
set the tone for the game, and not
in a good way.
“Offensively, I thought we were
terrible,” Penders said. “In the
first inning, we had an opportunity and we had three terrible atbats in a row. That kind of set the
tone for them and let them off the
hook.”
The score remained 0-0 until
the fourth inning, when Joe Simeone got into some trouble for
the Huskies. He let up a couple
of hits and a couple of free base
runners on a walk and a hit by
pitch, and it resulted in two runs
for Davidson. UConn was able to
tie the game 2-2 after an RBI single by Bushling in the fifth and a
sacrifice fly by David Langer in
the sixth.
But in the bottom of the sixth,
Kenny Haus, who came in for
Simeone in the fourth and
worked out of a jam, let up a tworun home run to Davisdson’s
John Hosmer to make it 4-2.
The Huskies got one run
back in the ninth on Crawford’s
fourth home run of the season,
but it wasn’t enough and UConn
dropped its fourth one-run game
of the season.
On Sunday, the Huskies
bounced back with a huge 5-4 win
over the Coastal Carolina Chanticleers (7-3) in 12 innings. Coastal
Carolina was the best team UConn faced over the weekend, with
wins already this season over
ranked teams like West Virginia,
Wake Forest and Duke.

The Huskies jumped out to a
3-0 lead on three solo home runs
— two by Pat Winkel, bringing his
season total to three, and one by
Kevin Ferrer, the first of his career.
Then, Coastal Carolina came back
in the fifth inning to tie the game at
three against UConn starter Austin Peterson, who up to that point
had been dealing. Peterson got into
some more trouble in the sixth, but
Andrew Marrerro came in and got
out of it.
Marrerro worked into some
trouble of his own in the seventh,
and actually let the Chanticleers
take a 4-3 lead on a wild pitch. But
he bore down and stranded the
bases loaded to keep UConn in the
game. That would be key, as the
Huskies were able to tie the game
in the ninth when Erik Stock drove
in pinch runner Andy Hague with
a sacrifice fly.
The game would go to extras,
where it was quiet until the 12th
inning when Stock scored on a
Crawford fielder’s choice, pushing
his team-leading RBI total to 12.
Stock had a huge day, going 3-for-6
at the plate with an RBI and scoring the crucial go-ahead run. Caleb Wurster shut the door in the
bottom of the inning, capping off
an incredible 4.2 scoreless innings
in relief with 10 strikeouts, which
resulted in his second win of the
season.
“We had a dude coming out of
the bullpen tonight, he was electric,” Penders said about Wurster’s gutsy performance. “His stuff
was unbelievable … He was just
awesome. We really needed that.”
The Huskies notched their
hardest fought win of the young
season so far on Sunday. UConn
and Coastal Carolina will meet
one more time on Monday at noon.
The game can be seen on ESPN+ or
listened to on 91.7 WHUS. If that
game is anything like Sunday’s,
buckle up because it will be good.

Men’s Soccer: 10-man UConn survive Seton Hall tie
by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

Saturday’s fixture didn’t end in
a defeat, but it also didn’t end in a
win. UConn hosted the Seton Hall
Pirates over the weekend in a fiery
110-minute match that ultimately
resulted in a 0-0 score. This is the
third game in a row this season
that the Huskies (1-2-1, 0-2-1 Big
East) haven’t been able to produce a
winning result, and the third game
they’ve been goalless.
The first half was mainly dominated by the Huskies in terms
of possession and should’ve seen
the hosts take the lead. Their first
great chance to score came in the
13th minute where Okem Chime
made a cut into the penalty area
and tried to produce a clinical finish not once, but twice. Goalkeeper
Andreas Nota for Seton Hall (3-1-2,
1-1-1 Big East) made a critical save
on both shots. UConn’s Ahdan Tait
attempted a third shot in the penalty box but the ball went just over the

crossbar. Roughly 20 minutes later,
Giancarlo Vaccaro had his chance
to put a goal on the scoresheet but
was only able to hit the crossbar.
By the end of the first half, UConn’s backline was pinnacle to preventing the visitors from scoring,
more specifically Jayden Reid who
was able to turn over the possession whenever the Pirates tried
going down the wing and into
UConn’s final third. The Huskies
took more shots (6) compared to
Seton Hall (2), while both sides
shared the same number of fouls
committed (5).
The second half, however, saw
Seton Hall gain some control but
remain unable to produce a result
to bounce back from their first half
performance. The Pirates finished
the half with six shots, but UConn goalkeeper Jahmali Waite was
mainly in-position to prevent the
goal conversions from happening.
UConn also had their fair share of
chances, but they either resulted in
hitting the woodwork or going just
wide of the net. At the final whis-

tle of regular time, UConn entered
their first overtime of the season.
The Huskies almost saw a lone
opportunity to score in the opening minutes of OT. Midfielder
Djimon Johnson took a shot from
distance, but there wasn’t enough
power in the shot and went
straight to the Seton Hall keeper.
In the sixth minute of overtime,
Pirates forward Andrea Borg
dribbled the ball from the right
side of the pitch to just outside the
penalty box and tried to curl the
ball in, but Waite was able to track
the ball and catch it.
Aside from these small chances,
the notable difference in overtime
was at the death of the first half
when Ben Awashie was shown an
immediate red card after a poor
challenge on the Pirates’ goalkeeper. Despite the one-man advantage, Seton Hall couldn’t score
a game winner.
UConn will stay put in Storrs as
they look to host Georgetown on
Wednesday before going on the
road to Villanova on the weekend.

The UConn Huskies are held to a 0-0 draw by the Seton Hall Pirates
during an intensely cold afternoon on March 3. The game contained
overtime, bickering, and multiple cards. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/
THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn field hockey wins 3rd
straight game of the season
by Tim Keaten

STAFF WRITER
timothy.keaten@uconn.edu

No. 2 UConn is knocked out of the NCAA field hockey tournament by
No. 9 Princeton with a final score of 0-2 on Nov. 17, 2019. In their match
against Providence over the weekend, the Huskies won against the Friars for the second time in eight days. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/
THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn field hockey (3-0) had a
rematch against Providence (0-3)
this weekend in Providence at the
Lennon Family Field. This is the
third straight loss for the Friars,
marking a rocky start to the season for the team. This is the second
game in eight days between the two
teams after the Friars opened their
season on Feb. 28 in Storrs, ending
4-0 in favor of the Huskies.
UConn did not waste much time
before grabbing an imposing lead
over Providence in the first quarter of
the game. At 7:20 into the first, Claire
Janden opened up the scoreboard for

the Huskies off an assist from Claire
Van den Noort and Sophie Hamilton.
This was a direct shot off of a penalty
corner. Ten seconds later the Huskies
were able to go 2-0 over after a goal
from freshman midfielder Hamilton.
Hamilton was able to take advantage
of a turnover from the Friars and
carry the ball deep into UConn’s offensive circle. Providence goalkeeper
Camryn Kelbaugh wasn’t able to beat
Hamilton and the ball got past her.
The second quarter went by without fanfare, and the Huskies were
able to maintain their lead going into
halftime. The Friars’ sole shot of the
game came during the second after
a penalty corner where Providence
midfielder Maddie Babineau made
a shot on goal that was stopped by

UConn goalkeeper Cheyenne Sprecher. This is the third straight shutout for the Huskies this season.
The Huskies got their last goal
of the game in the third quarter. At
38:17 into the game Jessica Dembrowski was able to send a pass into
the offensive circle from the right
side to Hamilton. Hamilton put her
second goal of the game into the
back of the goal. This brings Hamitlon’s goals this season up to five, a
very strong start for the sophomore.
The Huskies are back on the
road on Saturday, heading to Philadelphia for two games against
the Liberty University Eagles for a
conference matchup. UConn is 7-0
against Liberty, and beat the team
6-3 in the teams’ last meeting.
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Men’s Basketball: Huskies dominate
Georgetown on Senior Day

by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

I said last week that UConn’s
80-62 win over Marquette was the
best the team had looked all season. Well, I take that back.
The Huskies (14-6, 11-6 Big East)
decided to save their best regular season performance for last,
crushing Georgetown (9-12, 7-9 Big
East) 98-82 on Senior Day, but the
game wasn’t even that close. UConn led for the entire game and was
up 51-24 at the half. This was a true
coast-to-coast domination against
a Georgetown team that came in
hot, winning four of its last five.
This UConn team is playing its
best basketball at the most important time of the year, something
that head coach Dan Hurley said
is impossible to control but is what
you strive for.
“You just improve as a team as
the season goes on,” Hurley said.
“You just become a stronger team.
You’re better connected, you’re
more together, everyone understands their roles and you just
hope that you can make enough
shots and that guys can play well
enough offensively.”
The Huskies played exceptionally well offensively on Saturday
in what was Hurley’s 200th win
as a college head coach. Their 98
points was the most scored this
season since the opener against
Central Connecticut, when they
scored 102. James Bouknight led

the team with 21 points, including five 3-pointers, tying a career
high. The team as a whole hit a
season high 12 threes, shooting
43% from behind the arc.
“You have to have that shooting, you have to have those floor
spacers,” Hurley said. “When
you can’t shoot it’s hard, and then
you’re in rock fights.”
Jalen Gaffney added 15 points on
a perfect 6-for-6 shooting day, and
Adama Sanogo had his first career
double-double with 10 points and
10 rebounds. But Saturday was really all about the seniors.
Before the game, Isaiah Whaley, Tyler Polley, Josh Carlton and
Brendan Adams (who is actually
a junior but will be graduating
in May after completing his economics degree in three years) had
their UConn careers celebrated.
Despite Gampel Pavilion being
nearly empty, the players’ families recorded some beautiful video
messages to each of them, making
for a very nice ceremony.
“It was pretty emotional,” Polley said. “It was really special just
seeing everything from all the
past years. It’s crazy, it went by
so fast. But I’m just so grateful, so
blessed to play at UConn and be a
part of the rebuild.”
In the game, Polley hit a few
threes and finished with 11 points.
Whaley only played 14 minutes
with foul trouble but still managed 11 points on 5-for-5 shooting.
Carlton played a huge role off the
bench in the first half with seven

points and seven boards. Adams
only played four minutes in the
game but still got on the scoresheet with a couple of free throws.
All four players are eligible to
return to UConn next season if
they choose, and it’s very possible
a couple of them might. But they
all made it very clear earlier in the
week that they’re focusing on this
season only right now.
And why wouldn’t they be?
The rest of this season is incredibly bright with the way the team
is playing right now. As the No. 3
seed in next week’s Big East Tournament, UConn might actually be
the sneaky favorite to win with the
issues facing the two teams ahead
of them — Creighton’s coaching
debacle and Villanova’s loss of
Collin Gilespie to a knee injury.
The Huskies are going into next
week with a ton of confidence.
“This year, we know it’s the
year,” Bouknight said. “We’re just
so confident. We know we have a
special team and we can actually
make something happen this year.
We can make some noise.”
However, Hurley wants to make
sure his guys don’t get too high
on themselves and “drink the
Kool-Aid” just because people
are picking them as a team to go
far in March Madness now. He
wants this team to keep a chip on
its shoulder and stay motivated to
prove people wrong who doubted
them earlier in the season.
“I’m gonna keep these guys
on edge,” Hurley said. “Maybe I

Connecticut Huskies forward Josh Carlton (25) makes the basket
against Georgetown Hoyas center Malcolm Wilson (32) during the first
half at Harry A. Gampel Pavilion on Saturday. The game was a crushingn win for the Huskies on their Senior Day. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER/ USA TODAY

need to show them some old social media posts where people
were just destroying us when
we were at our lowest point. I’m
gonna have these guys revved up
for Thursday, I can guarantee
you that.”
Next Thursday in the Big

East Tournament quarterfinals,
the Huskies will play the winner of the No. 6 vs. No. 11 game,
which will take place during
the first day of the tournament
on Wednesday. Happy Champ
Week everyone! This is going to
be fun.

Women’s Basketball: Everything clicking for UConn
THE SEMIFINAL WINS OVER ST. JOHN’S AND VILLANOVA, HUSKIES HEADED TO CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

In UConn’s first Big East postseason appearance since the team left the
conference in 2013, the Huskies (22-1,
18-0 Big East) picked up right where
they left off eight years ago, beating St
John’s 71-44 on Saturday, followed by a
dominant 84-39 win over Villanova on
Sunday in the semifinals.
“It’s good to be back in the Big East,”
head coach Geno Auriemma said
after Saturday’s win. “There’s something special about it. It’s a shame the
fans can’t be part of it. Being back here
feels like it’s a normal place to be, even
though it’s not normal circumstances.”
Defense was the name of the game
in UConn’s quarterfinal win over the
Red Storm, as the Huskies held St.
John’s to just 28% shooting for the
game and forced more St. John’s turnovers (21) than made shots (15).
“Our team defense was incredible,”
Paige Bueckers said after the win. “In
March, the key thing for everyone’s
game is their defense ... If we set the
tone on defense it makes offense a lot
easier.”
The defensive effort was spearheaded by freshman Nika Muhl, who
racked up five points, four rebounds
and four steals in her 21 minutes of
play. Muhl missed most of the second half with an ankle injury she
sustained in the third quarter, but
the game was already in hand at that
point.
Her status for the semi-final was

questionable, but the team knew if
anyone could make a quick turnaround it would be Muhl.
“She means so much to the team
on and off the court,” Nelson-Ododa
said. “It’s hard seeing her go out like
that but she’s tough and we know
she’s going to be able to come back
pretty easy from that.”
Along with Muhl, who came back
as predicted and played 18 minutes
in the semifinal, Nelson-Ododa had
a very impressive first half of play
against the Red Storm. In just 25 min-

utes, the junior racked up 10 points
on 5/9 shooting to go along with 11
boards — her seventh double-double
of the year — a steal and a block.
Nelson-Ododa’s play was a major
contributor to UConn’s control of
the paint on both ends. The Huskies ended the game with a 43-30
advantage on the glass, including a
14-7 advantage on offensive boards,
and outscored St. John’s 46-10 in
the paint. When shots aren’t falling
from the outside — UConn shot just
2-16 from deep, their worst percent-

UConn Huskies guard Paige Bueckers (5) and forward Olivia Nelson-Ododa (20) defend against Villanova Wildcats forward Maddy
Siegrist (20) in the second half on Saturday at Mohegan Sun. This was
their first postseason game in the Big East since 2013. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER/
USA TODAY

UCONN SCOREBOARD

Women’s Lacrosse
Sunday

vs.
Women’s Soccer, Thursday, 2 p.m.
Storrs, CT
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vs.
Men’s Soccer; Wednesday, 2 p.m.
Storrs, Ct

“It's a great feeling when you watch
a team play late in a season and all
the things you've been trying to work
on come to life,” Auriemma said. “It
makes them feel like all the work and
effort they put into it is worth it.”
All season long the idea of defense
leading to offense has been preached
by this team, and that has never been
more apparent than in their win over
the Wildcats.
It took Villanova nearly four minutes to get their first bucket of the
game, but by that point UConn had
already gotten into a rhythm offensively, getting out to a 7-0 start and
ending the quarter up 25-10.
Williams scored 11 of her gamehigh 26 in the first and looked as
confident as a scorer as she has this
year. Auriemma said this game was
huge for the junior, and her continued success will only help the Huskies toward the end goal of a national championship.
“I think today was the culmination
of being great defensively and letting
the natural part of who she is happen
on the offensive end,” Auriemma
said. “We’re a championship team if
Christyn Williams plays like that.”
For as good as Williams and the
team were in the first, though, their
second quarter was perhaps the best
basketball they’ve played all season.
The Huskies scored their usual 20
points, but held Villanova to just one
bucket, a 3-pointer, that came with 1:14
left in the half.

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM

UConn Field Hockey

UPCOMING GAMES

vs.
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age of the year — it will be crucial
for them to be able to bully their
way into the paint to find some
points.
Offensively, the Huskies were led
by Bueckers, who scored a gamehigh 17 and dished out three assists.
After going just 2/9 from the field
in the first half, Bueckers quickly reminded folks why she is in
the top-15 candidates for National
Player of the Year, as the freshman
nearly outscored the Red Storm on
her own in the third quarter, putting up 11 points on 5/6 shooting.
Christyn Williams (14), Evina
Westbrook (9), Aaliyah Edwards
(9) and Aubrey Griffin (6) all played
a big role in the win as well, as
depth continues to be an important
part of this team, especially with a
few players experiencing nagging
injuries.
“We have conditional depth,”
Auriemma said. “We have players that are capable of helping us.
Today was a good day to get their
feet wet and hopefully they’ll add
to that.”
While it’s nice to have that depth
as an option if the starters struggle
out of the gate, that was not the case
at all in UConn’s 84-39 win over the
Villanova Wildcats. The Huskies
starting five got off to a flaming hot
start on both ends and didn’t look
back, combining to score 68 of the
team’s 84 points in the massive
win. Head coach Geno Auriemma
loved what he saw from the team
and said it’s all coming together at
the exact right time.
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