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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 9:47 p.m. on March 8

*positive test results

71

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

186

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

209

Tuesday, March 9, 2021
Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

180 Cumulative
Staff Cases*

Renters ticketed after maskless, offcampus party of 150-200 UConn students
by Caroline LeCour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
caroline.lecour@uconn.edu

Three renters were ticketed after
hosting an off-campus party near
the University of Connecticut’s
Storrs campus on Saturday.
According to Mansfield Police,
troopers responded at 11:30 p.m. to
160 Birch Road in Mansfield for a
noise complaint due to a large party.
“Upon arrival, troopers witnessed the disturbance and observed numerous college-aged
students inside the residence,” the
state police said in a news release.
“An estimated total of 150-200 students were observed to exit the
residence.”
The partiers were seen not wearing masks as well as not abiding to
social distancing practices, police
said.
Three people who came forward
as the renters of the residence were
issued tickets for violating Gov.
Ned Lamont’s executive order,
which caps both indoor and outdoor social gatherings at 10 people.
Lamont has since then issued

a rollback of his executive order,
loosening restrictions at private,
indoor residences to groups of 25,
which will take effect March 19.
UConn spokesperson Stephanie
Reitz issued a statement regarding
the gathering, citing that the university has “become aware at various times of off-campus gatherings
during COVID and has acted accordingly.”
Last fall, the university revoked
housing for several students after
footage of a crowded dorm party
circulated on social media.
Reitz assured that the university
acts promptly on referrals based
on UConn Community Standards
and due to conduct records protected by federal student privacy
laws, disciplinary outcomes are
not publicly released.
Members of the “Mansfield Connecticut Connection” Facebook
group expressed their concerns
about recent off-campus parties,
including the most recent incident.
“We are so close to getting
through this [pandemic], if we can
just be patient; Masks, distance
and vaccinations,” said one member.

Governor Ned Lamont, then candidate, speaks during the gubernatorial debate at the Jorgensen Center for
the Performing Arts on Sept. 26, 2018. Lamont renewed executive order No. 9B for large gatherings orginially published in September 2020 on February 8, 2021. Host and attendees found in violation could face fines
of $500 and $250, respectively.
PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Research Beat: Looking at transit
and real estate with Jeffrey Cohen
by Grace Mcfadden
ASSOCIATE DIGITAL EDITOR
caroline.lecour@uconn.edu

Researchers at the University
of Connecticut study how public
transportation affects real estate
markets and substance abuse
treatment efficacy.
Jeffrey Cohen is a Professor
of Finance and Real Estate in
the UConn School of Business’
Department of Finance, as well
as with the UConn Center for
Real Estate and Urban Economic
Studies. Cohen is also a visiting
professor at the Leibniz Institute
for Economic Research in Essen,
Germany, and a visiting scholar
with the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis.
Cohen’s work focuses on finance and the economics of real
estate; in particular, it focuses on
how transit intersects with real
estate. Cohen explains how public transportation can change a
neighborhood by making it more
desirable for both residents and
businesses.
“Residents can ride transit to
work and avoid having to purchase a car, and customers can
ride transit to shopping locations,
which can increase profits for
those businesses. For all of these
reasons, residential and commercial property near transit is often
more popular than similar properties with no transit, and this increases property values.” Cohen
said.
This isn’t the only subject Cohen is interested in, though. Cohen explains other impacts public
transit has on a neighborhood.

For more...

“More recently I have been
studying transit and substance
use treatment. Other interests include studying how airport and
other traffic noise impacts housing prices, and how this noise
may be borne disproportionately
by some demographic groups,” he
said.

release about the research project.
Cohen says he got involved with
this area of research during in his
undergraduate career at Tufts
University, where he was interested in what makes consumers satisfied, as well as what improves
equality in a society.

From there, Cohen became a
faculty member at UConn, where
he continues to work on these interests.
Cohen encourages students who
are interested in doing research
to make an effort to connect with
professors.
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Currently, Cohen is the Principal Investigator for a research
project on transit and addiction
treatment. Having public transit
nearby addiction treatment providers can improve the efficacy of
said treatment, Cohen explained.
“Increasing access and retention in treatment services is critical to improving health outcomes
and reducing substance abuse
overdose deaths,” reads a press

dailycampus.com

“In graduate school at the University of Maryland, I met several
faculty members who were interested in how public infrastructure
impacts business profitability and
consumers’ well-being,” Cohen said.
“I moved to Connecticut in 2000 as a
faculty member at the University of
Hartford, and my interests evolved
to include real estate and urban economic issues, including equitable
distribution of wealth.”
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“It’s important for your professors to know who you are and what
you are interested in. I really appreciate it when a student reaches out
to me and expresses interest in my
work and ideas, even if it ultimately
does not lead to a match to work together,” Cohen said. “Working with
motivated students is one of the
most enjoyable aspects of my job.
I cannot imagine having followed
any other career path.”
The Daily Campus
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Oprah’s deft royal interview
shows why she’s still the queen

Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, left, speaking with Oprah Winfrey during an interview. “Oprah with Meghan and Harry: A CBS Primetime Special”
aired March 7th as a two-hour exclusive primetime special on the CBS Television Network. PHOTO BY JOE PUGLIESE/HARPO PRODUCTIONS VIA AP

LOS ANGELES (AP) — There
were royal victims and villains in
Harry and Meghan’s tell-all — or
tell enough — interview with Oprah
Winfrey. But there was only one immediate and clear winner: the American media queen.
While the couple drew both strong
support and rebukes for detailing
why they fled Britain and their royal
roles, Winfrey burnished her stature
as a master interviewer with Sunday’s
special that rivaled “The Crown”’ for
drama and heartache.
She was in her element, breaking
news and making entertainment. In
past big “gets,” Winfrey had grilled
Lance Armstrong about doping,
Whitney Houston about her troubled
life and Michael Jackson on whether he’d lightened his skin to deny his
Blackness.
In those encounters, Winfrey
played prosecutor or mother confessor. This time, she asked the couple
holding hands in a manicured California garden to reveal the sins of a
monarchy with 1,200 years of history.
The answers, including claims of
palace bigotry and callousness that
Meghan said put her on the brink of
suicide, reverberated with U.S. viewers and in the U.K. even before the
special’s planned airing there Monday
night. Hugh Jackman recommended
the “courageous interview” for its candor about mental health, and Serena
Williams praised her friend Meghan
for being “so brave.” The British tabloids that Meghan also blamed for her
emotional pain feasted on the interview while labeling it self-serving.

Winfrey carefully framed the
interview’s legitimacy at the outset, asking Meghan to confirm
that questions hadn’t been provided in advance, no subject was
off limits and the couple wasn’t
compensated. CBS reportedly
paid Winfrey’s production company, Harpo, up to $9 million to
air it and, according to early Nielsen estimates, was rewarded with
17 million viewers, an unusually
large audience amid multiplying
choices.

Winfrey also pointedly noted
that she had attended the couple’s
wedding — thanking Meghan for
the invite — and that they were
neighbors in the posh Montecito
area of Southern California.
The veteran interviewer, actor and media mogul, whose talk
show aired for more than two
decades, had a willing partner
in Meghan. Looking movie-star
glamorous yet vulnerable in her
visible pregnancy, the former
“Suits” actor came prepared to

CBS reportedly paid Winfrey’s production
company, Harpo, up to $9 million to air it
and, according to early Nielsen estimates,
was rewarded with 17 million viewers...

“The thing that struck me first
and I think will stay with me the
longest is that she began the interview” with ethics-related disclosures, said Kathleen Bartzen
Culver, director of the Center
for Journalism Ethics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
“That was such a fantastic way
to be transparent about what we
were going to see in that interview last night, and how we as
viewers can judge its credibility.”

Printing since 1896, The Daily Campus is the oldest and largest
independent student publication at the University of Connecticut. The Daily Campus circulates 2,500 newspapers daily and
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and timely news and content, both in print and online at Daily
Campus.com. Our staff is comprised entirely of students, with
roughly 200 undergraduates gaining professional development
while contributing to the daily production of the paper, with
positions including writers, photographers, copy editors, page
layout designers, graphic designers, advertisement representatives, receptionists, delivery drivers and digital producers.

Thanks for reading.

Corrections and Clarifications:
Send Corrections to EIC@DailyCampus.com
Tuesday, March 9, 2021
Copy Editors: Amy O’Rourke, Carson Swick, Aarushi
Nohria, Rebecca Friedman
News Designer: Joshua Stanavage
Life Designer: Rebecca Maher
Sports Designer: Emily Pall
Opinion Designer: Alex Houdeshell
Photo Designer: Eric Wang

“speak your truth today,” as Winfrey put it at one point.
When Meghan revealed the depth
of her emotional distress, however,
she stopped short of confirming that
she considered suicide. Winfrey guided her toward that bleak revelation
with a deftness honed by long experience.
Her questions were short and direct, including this memorable query to Meghan: “Were you silent, or
silenced?” A careful listener, she let
nothing escape her notice, including

when Harry almost offhandedly mentioned that his father, Prince Charles,
stopped taking his calls at some point.
Winfrey coaxed Harry to explore the
rift.
Other intimate details poured out,
including what Meghan and Harry
called a lack of palace support over
Meghan’s harsh treatment by U.K.
tabloids and dismaying accounts of
how their son, Archie, was perceived
as lesser than other royal offspring.
That included one of the interview’s
bombshells from Meghan: That
someone in the palace, whom the couple refused to identify, had speculated
on how dark Meghan and Harry’s
then-unborn son, Archie, would be.
“What? Hold up,” a shocked Winfrey replied, a potent exchange made
more so because it involved two African American women with a shared
perspective.
Bartzen Culver saw another value
in Winfrey and her skillful performance.
“She is just so tremendously talented that it just sort of, in an unspoken
way, undercut the racism” directed at
Meghan, she said.
With the special fixed firmly on
Harry and Meghan’s comments, there
was scant room for context or clarification. That included the unanswered
question of who had commented on
Archie, a void that created a frenzy of
speculation. It wasn’t until Monday
morning, when Winfrey appeared
on “CBS This Morning,” that viewers
learned that Harry had disclosed that
his grandparents, Queen Elizabeth II
and Prince Philip, were in the clear.
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CONNECTICUT NEWS

COMPETENCY
TEST ORDERED
FOR WOMAN
ACCUSED OF
KILLING SON, 4
NEW LONDON, Conn. (AP)
— A Connecticut woman accused of killing her 4-year-old
son was ordered detained on
$2 million bail Monday and
placed under suicide and mental health watches.
Tiffany Farrauto, 33, was arraigned via a video conference
on charges of murder and risk
of injury to a minor in New London Superior Court.
New London police said Farrauto told officers who were
responding to a report of her
damaging a vehicle with a baseball bat on Sunday that she
had strangled her son. Officers
found the boy unresponsive in
Farrauto’s apartment and tried
to revive him, but he was pronounced dead shortly after arriving at a hospital.
Farrauto’s public defender,
Aimee Mahon, said her client
has mental health problems that
“contributed to the incident.”
Judge Shari Murphy ordered
the suicide and mental health
watches and doubled Farrauto’s
bail to $2 million. The judge also
ordered an evaluation to see if
Farrauto is competent to stand
trial.
Farrauto’s next court date
was set for March 22.
Rachel Mercer-Consoli, who
said she is a friend of Farrauto’s,
told The Day newspaper that
the child’s name was David.
“David was an innocent
4-year-old boy who was loved
by so many people. He didn’t
deserve what happened to
him,” she said.

SMOKY CONDITION
FORCES UCONN
BUILDING TO CLOSE
(AP)– The main building at
the University of Connecticut’s
Hartford campus was closed
for cleaning Monday after an
equipment malfunction sent
smoke throughout the building,
a university spokesperson said.
A problem with the building’s
air-handling system caused an
internal belt to melt shortly after 2 a.m., filling the building
with smoke and a burnt rubber
smell, UConn spokesperson
Stephanie Reitz said in a news
release.
No injuries were reported and
there was no significant damage
to the building, Reitz said, but
the building was closed Monday for specialized cleaning to
remove the smoky smell and
clean soot from the walls.
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CDC: Fully vaccinated people can gather without masks
NEW YORK (AP) — Fully vaccinated Americans can gather
with other vaccinated people indoors without wearing a mask
or social distancing, according to
long-awaited guidance from federal health officials.
The recommendations also say
that vaccinated people can come
together in the same way — in a
single household — with people
considered at low-risk for severe
disease, such as in the case of
vaccinated grandparents visiting
healthy children and grandchildren.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced
the guidance Monday.
The guidance is designed to address a growing demand, as more
adults have been getting vaccinated and wondering if it gives
them greater freedom to visit
family members, travel, or do
other things like they did before
the COVID-19 pandemic swept
the world last year.
“With more and more people
vaccinated each day, we are starting to turn a corner,” said CDC
Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky.
During a press briefing Monday, she called the guidance a
“first step” toward restoring
normalcy in how people come
together. She said more activities would be ok’d for vaccinated
individuals once caseloads and
deaths decline, more Americans
are vaccinated and as more science emerges on the ability of
those who have been vaccinated
to get and spread the virus.
The CDC is continuing to recommend that fully vaccinated people still wear well-fitted
masks, avoid large gatherings,
and physically distance themselves from others when out in
public. The CDC also advised
vaccinated people to get tested
if they develop symptoms that
could be related to COVID-19.

in this Thursday, March 4, 2021 file photo, Medical Assistant Keona Shepard holds up the Johnson &
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine as she prepares to administer it at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center during the mass coronavirus vaccination in New Orleans.
PHOTO BY CHRIS GRANGER/THE ADVOCATE VIA AP

The CDC guidance did not
speak to people who may have
gained some level of immunity
from being infected, and recovering from, the coronavirus.
Officials say a person is considered fully vaccinated two weeks
after receiving the last required
dose of vaccine. About 31 million
Americans — only about 9% of
the U.S. population — have been
fully vaccinated with a federally
authorized COVID-19 vaccine so
far, according to the CDC.
Authorized vaccine doses first
became available in December,
and they were products that required two doses spaced weeks
apart. But since January, a small

Swiss voters back proposal to
ban face coverings in public
BERLIN (AP) — Swiss voters
narrowly approved on Sunday a
proposal to ban face coverings,
both the niqabs and burqas worn
by a few Muslim women in the
country and the ski masks and
bandannas used by protesters.
The measure will outlaw covering one’s face in public places
like restaurants, sports stadiums,
public transport or simply walking in the street. It foresees exceptions at religious sites and for
security or health reasons, such
as face masks people are wearing
now to protect against COVID-19,
as well as for traditional Carnival
celebrations. Authorities have
two years to draw up detailed legislation.
Two Swiss cantons, or states,
Ticino and St. Gallen, already
have similar legislation that foresees fines for transgressions. National legislation will put Switzerland in line with countries such
as Belgium and France that have
already enacted similar measures.
The Swiss government had opposed the measure as excessive,
arguing that full-face coverings
are a “marginal phenomenon.” It
argued that the ban could harm
tourism — most Muslim women
who wear such veils in Switzerland are visitors from well-heeled
Persian Gulf states, who are often
drawn to Swiss lakeside cities.
Experts estimate that at most a
few dozen Muslim women wear
full-face coverings in the country
of 8.5 million people.
Supporters of the proposal,
which came to a vote five years
after it was launched, argued that
the full-face coverings symbolize
the repression of women and said

the measure is needed to uphold a
basic principle that faces should
be shown in a free society like
Switzerland’s.
In the end, 51.2% of voters supported the plan. There were majorities against it in six of Switzerland’s 26 cantons — among them
those that include the country’s
three biggest cities, Zurich, Geneva and Basel, and the capital, Bern. SRF public television
reported that voters in several
popular tourist destinations including Interlaken, Lucerne and
Zermatt rejected it.
Backers included the nationalist
Swiss People’s Party, which is the
strongest in parliament. The committee that launched the proposal is led by a lawmaker from the
party, Walter Wobmann, and also
initiated a ban on the construction of new minarets that voters
approved in 2009.
A coalition of left-leaning parties that opposes the proposal put
up signs ahead of the referendum
that read: “Absurd. Useless. Islamophobic.”
Wobmann told SRF that the initiative addressed both “a symbol
of a completely different system of
values ... extremely radical Islam”
and security against “hooligans.”
He said that “this has nothing to
do with symbolic politics.”
Voters had their say on two
other issues Sunday. They clearly rejected a proposed voluntary
“e-ID” to improve the security of
online transactions — an idea that
ran afoul of privacy advocates, as
it would have been issued by private companies — and narrowly
approved a free-trade deal with
Indonesia.
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but growing number of Americans have been fully vaccinated,
and have been asking questions
like: Do I still have to wear a
mask? Can I go to a bar now? Can
I finally see my grandchildren?
The guidance was “welcome
news to a nation that is understandably tired of the pandemic
and longs to safely resume normal activities,” said Dr. Richard
Besser, president and CEO of the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and a former acting director
of the CDC.
“I hope that this new guidance
provides the momentum for everyone to get vaccinated when
they can and gives states the pa-

tience to follow the public health
roadmap needed to reopen their
economies and communities safely,” said Besser, in a statement.
But some said the guidance is
too cautious.
Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the University of Nebraska College of
Public Health, said the guidance
is reasonable in many respects —
with the exception of travel.
The CDC did not change its recommendations on travel, which
discourages unnecessary travel
and calls for getting tested within
a few days of the trip. That could
seem confusing to vaccinated
people hoping to visit family
across the country or abroad.

“They need to relax travel for
those vaccinated” and to immediately publish electronic standards
for documents that show whether
a person is fully vaccinated, said
Khan, who formerly was a leading
CDC disease detective.
The new guidance also says nothing about going to restaurants or
other places, even though governors
are lifting restrictions on businesses, said Dr. Leana Wen, an emergency physician and public health
professor at George Washington
University who formerly was Baltimore’s health commissioner.
Wen has said the CDC should
have had some kind of post-vaccination guidance ready in January,
when some people first began to
finish their second doses. And she
called the guidance that came out
Monday “far too cautious.”
“The CDC is missing a major opportunity to tie vaccination status
with reopening guidance. By coming out with such limited guidance,
they are missing the window to influence state and national policy,”
Wen said, in an email.
But some people who are fully
vaccinated were pleased by Monday’s news.
Ruth Michienzi was among those
receiving her second and final vaccine dose at a pharmacy inside a
Stop and Shop supermarket in Woburn, Massachusetts on Monday
morning.
The 91-year-old resident of nearby Burlington said she’s fine with
having to still wear a facemask
in public and follow other safety
guidelines even after being fully
vaccinated.
But Michienzi also said she’s excited to finally be able to take off
her mask in front of her three great
grandchildren. She’s seen them in
person since receiving her first shot
about a month ago, but has kept her
mask on.
“I hope they remember me,” she
said.

Heads up: Some sea slugs grow
new bodies after decapitation

This undated photo provided by Sayaka Mitoh shows a Elysia cf. marginata sea slug after autotomy. Scientists have discovered that some Japanese sea slugs can grow whole new bodies if their heads are cut off.
PHOTO BY SAYAKA MITOH/AP

TOKYO (AP) — Scientists have
discovered the ultimate case of regeneration: Some decapitated sea
slugs can regrow hearts and whole
new bodies.
This “wonder of nature,” reported in a biology journal on Monday,
could eventually help scientists
better understand and tackle regeneration of human tissue.
Biology researcher Sayaka Mitoh said she loves studying Japanese sea slugs because they are
small, cute and weird. They can
even briefly photosynthesize like a
plant drawing food from the sun.
One day in the lab, she saw
something bizarre: A sea slug had
decapitated itself and the head
kept on moving and living. Then a
couple more did the same, according to a study in Current Biology.
So the doctoral student and Nara
Women’s University aquatic ecology professor Yoichi Yusa tried it
themselves, cutting the heads off
16 sea slugs. Six of the creatures
started regeneration, with three
succeeding and surviving. One of
the three even lost and regrew its

body twice. Two different species
of Japanese sea slugs did this regeneration trick.
Other creatures can cast off
body parts when needed, like
when some lizards drop their tails
to get away from a predator, in a
biological phenomenon called autotomy.
“We think that this is the most
extreme case of autotomy,’’ Yusa
said. “Some animals can autotomize their legs or appendages or
tails, but no other animal shed
their whole body.”
Scientists had thought that such
a relatively large animal — one of
the sea slug species can grow to
6 inches (15 centimeters) long —
couldn’t survive without a heart to
pump blood and nutrients to the
brain, said Canadian marine biologist Susan Anthony, who wasn’t
part of the study.
But the same thing that makes
this species spectacular is probably what helps it pull off the trick,
said Anthony and Yusa.
When these sea slugs eat a certain type of algae they can pho-

tosynthesize their food from
sunlight and oxygen, just like a
plant, for about 10 days, Yusa said.
What’s probably happening after
decapitation is that the head sort
of acts like a plant, he said. It turns
a shade of green and gets its energy from oxygen and sunlight. The
fact that it becomes tiny helps, he
said.
These species probably developed the feat as a way of fighting
off parasites, Mitoh and Yusa said.
Humans may be able to learn
something useful from the sea
creatures, several scientists said.
What’s especially intriguing is
that these sea slugs are more complex than flatworms or other species that are known to regenerate,
said Nicholas Curtis, a biology
professor at Ave Maria University
who wasn’t part of the study.
“It is of course a wonder of nature, but understanding the underlying molecular mechanisms
involved could help us to understand how our cells and tissues
can be used to repair damage,”
Curtis said in an email.
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‘Death By A Thousand Cuts’ Student Body
A LOOK INTO MICROAGGRESSIONS
President: I
have confidence
in shared
governance
by Aastha Gupta |
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aastha.gupta@uconn.edu

OP-ED

I have only been to Chick-fil-A
once in my life for a multitude of
reason, but I will never forget the
time I went. I ordered, hesitating
before I said my name, wondering
if I should shorten it but not thinking quickly enough for a shortened
version. So I stuck with my name.
I saw someone bring out my order
but instead of calling my name the
worker walked over to the person at
the register who had taken my order and pointed to the receipt.
“How do you pronounce this?” I
heard him say. I didn’t hear the response but when the person with
my order came over he called my
name, and pronounced it correctly.
I was so shocked I didn’t walk up
to get my food. I was so used to responding to variations of my name
that hearing my actual name threw
me off guard.
I have always loved my name and
chose not to shorten it. I devised a
strategy for how to help people pronounce my name. It was a solution
many of my friends and family had
mimicked. And yet, there were always those who didn’t pronounce
it correctly and more importantly,
were not interested in fixing it. And
this is the problem.
The word ‘microaggression’ was
coined by a Harvard psychiatrist,
though its modern usage can be accredited to Professor Derald Wing
Sue of Columbia University. Small
slights that cut deeper and deeper
as they are repeated; subtle actions
or comments, intentional or unintentional, that are generated from
bias. It is a reality many marginal-

ized groups face. Despite the fact
that the word includes the prefix
‘micro,’ its effects cannot be defined
as such. An article published in the
Center for Health Journalism discusses how such examples of racism can translate to physical symptoms such as heart disease, stress,
trauma and depression. The effects
of microaggressions, plainly visible
through this extensive list, are here,
and something that must garner
attention. Now we get to the main
question: what can we do?
It is important to note that within the definition itself, microaggressions can sometimes be unintentional. A comment based in
ignorance or an inquiry that harms
instead of questions — from that
view it seems best to brush it off.
View it as a simple mistake, believe
in the good of people and move on.
But the fact of the matter is that the
existence of this bias, this wounding bias, points to a significant
problem within the United States,
a society that perpetuates bias. A
society with problems so deep it
will take generations of education
to reform.
However, these are some ways we
can create change in the now, minorities and majorities alike. One, it
is important to realize that humans
make mistakes. If you inadvertently make a comment that hurts
someone that does not make you an
awful person. Instead of reacting
defensively — or worse, deciding
the individual is hurt ‘for no reason’
— be willing to listen. Be willing to
empathize and apologize when nec-

essary. If we, as a society, employ
techniques in such situations that
stimulate growth and understanding, we can create a culture that
is more friendly. A society where
marginalized groups don’t need to
have ‘thicker skin.’
For those faced with microaggressions, it can be hard to choose
which ones to respond to and
which ones to forgo in hopes of not
losing hours of time to fruitless debate. Professor Sue discusses various tactics and how the first step
is often to “dissect what message
it may be sending.” Asking questions, even as simple as “What do
you mean,” can jumpstart reflection and sometimes end in the person realizing that, in the end, it is
the individual’s choice whether or
not or how much to engage; but in
most cases, if someone’s comment
affected you negatively, you have
the right to speak for yourself and
hold others accountable.
The United States is a diverse
country with various cultures and
people. People that make this country a vibrant and beautiful place.
People whose differences should
never be the reason they are put
on the stand to endure ‘death by a
thousand paper cuts.’ I will never
put down a person for asking how
to correctly pronounce my name.
It may seem small but it shows that
they care. My name is important to
me, as it is to many individuals, and
I will always, always, prefer you to
ask again, “How do you pronounce
your name?”


mation of the
school’s compliance
with
federal
drug
laws, as is reflected by our Student Code. In this
way, campus and local police enforce the criminalization of a host
of substance use and possession for
UConn students.
Whatever their opinion about
it, this policy isn’t our administration’s design. Colleges around the
United States owe this stance on
mind-altering substances to Congress’ 1989 Drug Free Campus and

by Harrison Raskin
OPINION EDITOR
harrison.raskin@uconn.edu

For the past few
weeks, the Daily
Digest has published an announcement about the University of Connecticut’s Drug Free Schools and
Campuses Act which is shared this
way biannually. While it includes
some information about the risk
of using various drugs and the
school’s “philosophy” on the matter, the document is mostly an affir-

Communities Act, which mandates
universities to administer policy
symmetric with federal drug laws.
School enforcement of these laws
has become tied to university funding from the Department of Education and fines in cases of noncompliance. As a result of this, drug
policy at most American universities mirrors drug policy nationally.
Drug policy in the United States has deep and fundamental ties to white supremacy
and social control in general.

See DRUGS, p. 8

by Michael Hernandez
STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT
michael.g.2.hernandez@uconn.edu

One week ago, the Undergraduate Student Government’s Governing Board issued a non-binding vote of no confidence in light
of my support of free speech legislation and private comments
that were published online. This decision has generated confusion and controversy among the student body, so it is important
to clarify the nature of this legislation and the context of my comments. More importantly, we need to come together as a student
government and campus community to reaffirm our commitment to shared governance, free speech and inclusion at a time
when our country is not providing frameworks of civil discourse
due to increasing political polarization.
My comments regarding minoritized and marginalized groups
were taken out of two contexts. First, my comments were taken
out of the context of a private conversation that took place over
the course of two days, which ranged from topics such as free
speech to the cultural moment we are living in. Second, my comments were taken out of the context of my personal experience.
As someone who has experienced marginalization because of my
immigration status and ethnicity, I understand the boundaries
of free speech and the bigotry that lurks behind many political
and civic movements. For instance, one of my family members in
Honduras was murdered during a municipal campaign in 2014
for offering a platform that challenged the political orthodoxy
and power structure of my hometown. In Honduras and the rest
of the world, free speech has a high price. Protecting free speech
is deeply personal for me.
Fortunately, I have been able to overcome this family tragedy
and my experiences with marginalization by using my voice to
advocate for myself and others. Supporting and authoring USG’s
free speech legislation is another example of my track record of
empowering the most vulnerable members of our community,
which includes working on the historic Afford to Dream Act and
increasing representation in Stamford’s Advanced Placement
classes. I have full faith and confidence that reaffirming free
speech in the undergraduate student government and in the campus community at-large will empower all UConn students and
help the most marginalized voices resist erasure. The free speech
legislation is not a call to bigotry and hate speech but rather a call
to speak freely and openly regardless of political orientation and
self-identification.
Moreover, free speech is a value that has formed part of the
social and political fabric of the United States since its founding.
In fact, one of the key functions of universities is to create spaces where students can express themselves openly and freely and
learn from each other’s ideas, even if there are disagreements.
Thus, USG’s free speech legislation calls for the adoption of the
Chicago Statement, which is one of the strongest affirmations of
free speech by a major university and has been adopted by 81 institutions nationwide. Indeed, it is no secret that American universities promote values such as free speech. This commitment
to speech enables shared governance in the public and private
sectors and provides cohesion during times of disagreement and
polarization.
In the era of cancel culture, increased polarization and political
violence, it will be crucial for universities to protect free speech.
The commitment to free speech (and by extension shared governance) starts at the grassroots level with students. It is a difficult
conversation to have when our political leaders have abandoned
some of these values and turned to partisan and ad hominem attacks. However, we are the new generation committed to the old
values, and we have a responsibility to protect spaces such as the
undergraduate student government that are built to empower all
voices. I have confidence in shared governance, and I have full
faith that we can have a conversation about free speech.

for more opinion content see

LETTER TO THE EDITOR ON PAGE 8
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Increasing representation
of Asian American women
in legal fields
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

In the spirit of Women’s History
Month and International Women’s
Day, the University of Connecticut’s
Pan Asian Council hosted a panel
of female Asian American lawyers
from the Connecticut Asian Pacific
Bar Association. The seven women discussed their cultural and
academic experiences, current professions and hopes for female and
Asian American lawyers.
“You can do a lot of good, you
can do a lot of pro bono work, you
can make an impact regardless of
the area you are actually practicing
in,” Anjali Kumar, an associate at
Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy practicing employment law,
said about the expansive field of
law. She discussed her Indian heritage and how her pre-med track in
college morphed into pre-law. “Doing internships and getting practical experience is a great way to
figure out what you like and dislike.
Do you like criminal law? Or do you
prefer civil? Open up your mind to
trying different things and I think
that’s a great way to go about it,
and then ask questions of people
that you know, utilize your career
services office and whatever other
resources you have to kind of point
you in the right direction.”
The panel was led by Carolyn
Ikari, assistant U.S. attorney and
vice president of CAPABA. The
group works to support and advocate Asian Pacific American lawyers and their legal interests.
“Female attorneys have a big
spectrum to work with ... we have a
lot of tools in our tool belt,” Ikari, a
second-generation Japanese American, said about how increasing representation of women in the field of
law has revealed their difference
in approach. Regarding race, she
touched upon the concept of being
“forever foreign,” which has been
exacerbated with the increased anti-Asian bias and crimes. “Because
we’re Asian-presenting, certain assumptions are made about us.”
In terms of other ways the pandemic has impacted their professions, the lawyers commented on
how remote work has changed the
typically formal office environment
with long working hours.
“Maybe you don’t have to be in
the office all the time to be effective,
to be productive,” Ikari said, referencing the importance of flexibility as a caregiver and those whose
disabilities make traditional work
and hours more difficult. “Persons
with disabilities have been asking
to work from home for forever and
employers have been responding,
‘No, we don’t do that, that’s not
available.’ But now, all of a sudden,
we’re all working remotely.”
Shirley Ma, intellectual property
counsel at Pratt and Whitney, discussed how the responsibilities of
parenting have affected her career.
“In the last two places that I’ve
worked, everybody that I worked
with had young children,” said Ma,
who immigrated to New York from
Hong Kong in her childhood. “We
all had families and we were all very
cognizant of the time. When you’re
a parent, being able to control your
schedule is really important.”
Katherine Hagmann, of counsel
for Wiggin and Dana, expanded on

Ma’s discussion of familial and gender roles.
“I think a lot of female lawyers,
the mothers in particular, but also
dads, will tell you that they are
working a second shift,” said Hagmann, a Chinese American. “And if
you’re a household where, by virtue
of being female, you also have to do
all the housework, then that’s really
a third shift, right?”
Katie Roh, managing counsel for
Travelers Insurance, shared her experience as a Korean American immigrant and the opportunities the
field of law provides.
“I’m still stretching myself and
learning new things about me, and
it’s a continuous path of being open
to learning,” Roh said. “I think at
times, you may have to reinvent
yourself. The profession of law is so
big. When I went into law school, I
actually did not know what kind of
lawyer I wanted to be, I went with a
very open mind. Some people have
a very clear vision of what kind or
where they want to be, but I say,
keep yourself open.”
With both a doctor and a lawyer as parents, Filipino American
Michelle Querijero similarly has
a STEM background that informs
her work as assistant vice president
of Allied World Insurance.
“Hard work is always important,” Michelle said. “I think it’s
important to try to be willing to
be out of your comfort zone a little
bit. I know that in my household,
we were very quiet and very shy
about stuff and in law, you have to
kind of get past that a little bit. You
have to be able to push yourself to
try to meet people and speak out in
class.”
Even as all Asian American
women, the diversity of the panelists’ academic, personal and cultural backgrounds offered more insight into the broad field of law that
Roh and others commented on.
“Don’t feel like you only need
legal-related experience ... I actually use a lot of my experience from
that time [working in the fast food
industry] in my current role when
I do management and lead people,”
Roh said, as she had spent time
managing her family’s franchise
of Charley’s Philly Steaks before
heading to law school. “When you
go to an in-house environment,
the soft skills come into play a lot,
so it’s really not your technical and
your subject matter expertise in a
legal profession that you’re thinking about. It’s actually about how
you’re collaborating with people,
how you’re talking to people, how
we can be influential.”
The event split into breakout
rooms, with Tanya Bovée, managing partner at Jackson Lewis, and
Marian Yun, staff counsel for Liberty Mutual Insurance, sharing
their experiences as Korean Americans from different backgrounds
with attendees.
“One of my focuses for the firm
is diversity and inclusion in my
practice of employment law,” Bovée
said. She provides advice and counsel on topics such as affirmative action and bias, and also litigates and
does training.
Last night’s panel was the second annual event collaboration
between PAC and CAPABA. Last
year’s panel about diversifying the
law with Asian American lawyers
featured a few of the panelists that
spoke last night.

University of Connecticut’s Pan Asian Council hosted a panel of female Asian American lawyers from the
Connecticut Asian Pacific Bar Association. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

A little law advice:
“You don’t have to be in the office all the time to
be effective, to be productive.”
Carolyn Ikari

“Don’t feel like you only need legal-related experience
... I actually use a lot of my experience from that
time [working in the fast food industry].”
Katie Roh

“I think it’s important to try to be willing to be out
of your comfort zone a little bit.”
Michelle Querijero

“Some people have a very clear vision of what kind
[of lawyer] or where they want to be, but I say,
keep yourself open.”
Katie Roh
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Build your professional brand with LinkedIn
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

With over 700 million users
in more than 200 countries and
territories worldwide, LinkedIn
has claimed the title of the largest professional social media
networking site. The site has become the go-to place for hiring
managers and recruiters looking
to find and hire top talent in their
industry. College students, who
are on the path to becoming professionals in the near future, can
utilize this network by building
a professional online brand that
sets them apart from the competition and hopefully land their
dream job.
Susan Landolina, a career consultant for the School of Business Career Development Office,
hosted a LinkedIn workshop to
help students create a LinkedIn
profile and take advantage of
great opportunities available on
the site.
“It is a form of your resume,
but this is the opportunity to
jump out of the box and definitely accentuate the experiences
that you would want a recruiter
or employer to know about you,”
Landolina said.
Landolina shared how LinkedIn is an extension of your resume and allows you to elaborate
on the various volunteer experiences you have had, courses you
have taken, awards you have received and internships and jobs
you have held. You can be more
creative in the description sections and allow your true self to
emerge. For recruiters, this platform is a great way to learn more
about candidates that will potentially be joining your team.
“LinkedIn allows you to be a
tad more elaborate than on your
resume,” Landolina said. “This
allows you to go ahead and build
that professional brand.”

“It is a form of your resume, but this
is the opportunity to jump out of the
box and definitely accentuate the
experiences that you would want a
recruiter or employer to know about
you.”
Susan Landolina

As many of us are on the hunt for
an internship, co-op or full-time job
opportunity, it is important to utilize
LinkedIn to help build a professional
brand and create a strong network
of connections that can prove to be
vital to future success.

“LinkedIn allows you to be a tad more
elaborate than on your resume. This
allows you to go ahead and build
that professional brand.”
Susan Landolina

There are many features to
LinkedIn that make it a beneficial
resource to students. By connecting with fellow students, UConn
alumni and other professionals
in your desired field, you can
build a vast network of contacts
could lead to an internship or job
offer in the future. Furthermore,
if you are preparing for an interview, you can conduct research
on LinkedIn by visiting a company or individual profile to learn
more about them and brainstorm
possible talking points.
There are some basic guidelines you should follow when
creating your LinkedIn profile.
In the past, Landolina said, profile pictures were expected to be
professional headshots. However, she said that recently there
has been a shift toward having
more informal pictures. This
could include a high-quality selfie or some other photograph.
Landolina said to avoid using a
picture where you have to crop
someone out as solo shots are
preferred. Another key area for
your profile is the ‘About’ section
where you essentially give your
elevator pitch. This allows you to
add personal details and context
to your future goals and also include a solid conclusion with an
action step.
As many of us are on the hunt
for an internship, co-op or fulltime job opportunity, it is important to utilize LinkedIn to
help build a professional brand
and create a strong network of
connections that can prove to be
vital to future success. If you do
not currently have a LinkedIn
profile, Landolina recommends
an article from The Muse called
“The Secret to Building a LinkedIn Profile That Gets Results”
to learn more about the best
practices in creating a “cohesive,
compelling personal brand.”

Susan Landolina, a career consultant for the School of Business Career Development Office, hosted a LinkedIn workshop to help students create a LinkedIn profile and take advantage of the great opportunities available on the site. Below are examples and directions for perfecting your profile. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

Jonathan Husky
Aspiring Human Resource Professional
Hartford, Connecticut Area | Human Resources
Current: University of Connecticut Travelers
Education: University of Connecticut

Sample Summary:
As a current student at the University of Connecticut pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Psychology, a minor in Business Fundamentals, and a comprehensive
focus in Industrial-Organizational Psychology, I am eager to enter the field of
Human Resources.
My interest in human resources developed through my Psychology coursework, my internship with UConn Center for Career Development, and my HR
internship with Travelers. I am eager for the opportunity to help businesses
hire and train their employees to ensure productivity and mutual satisfaction.
Through my internships and on-campus leadership roles with SHRM I have
developed the organizational, problem solving, and interpersonal necessary
to succeed in the field. Please contact me about networking and internship opportunities.

Career Intern, Center for Career Development
University of Connecticut
September 2015 - Present (1 year 1 month)

- Review resumes through one-on-one and group critiques to advise students on best practices for resume formatting and bullet development to highlight
experiences and transferable skills
- Conduct 5 practice interviews a week by providing feedback on students’ answers and professional demeanor to coach students on how to improve
interviewing skills.
-Organize, prepare, and present on career related topics to undergraduate students and facilitate discussions to educate students on resume writing, interviewing,
and general career services.
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by Ian Ward

STAFF WRITER
ian.ward@uconn.edu
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for Album of the Year.
Then, there is Record of the Year.
Unlike the previous category, the
winner is not as clear cut. There’s
“Rockstar” with DaBaby ft. Roddy
Ricch, which was No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 for seven weeks, adding fuel to DaBaby’s rising career.
Then, there is “Don’t Start Know,”
a lead single from Lipa’s “Future
Nostalgia,” which has been a hit at
radio stations across nations.
The song that I think will win
the award, however, is “Circles”
by Post Malone. It managed to remain on the Billboard Hot 100 for
61 weeks in total, including three
weeks at No. 1. It would be foolish
for Grammy voters to ignore those
numbers when considering record
of the year. Malone’s greatest competitor will be Beyonce, who has
two nominations: one for her solo
hit “Black Parade” and the other for
her feature on “Savage” with Megan
Thee Stallion. The latter has a better
chance of defeating “Circles,” but it
will be a close contest.
When it comes to picking a winner for best new artist, I see Phoebe

Bridgers winning the award. Her
album “Punisher” was a favorite
among listeners and critics in 2020,
and she is only garnering more
attention as time goes on. Other
nominees that have a chance at
winning the award include
Megan Thee Stallion and
Doja Cat, two of the biggest
rising stars in music. Other nominees like Kaytranada and Noah Cyrus
are talented and have
large fan bases, but
will probably lose
the award due to
lack of consistent radio play.
For song
of the year,
“The Box”
by Rodd
y
Ricch
will

probably win this award. Not only
was the song No. 1 on the Billboard
Hot 100 for 11 consecutive weeks,
but its popularity on social media
sites like Tik Tok have made the
song a cultural icon. Other songs
that are nominated for the award
include “I Can’t Breathe” by H.E.R
and “Cardigan” by Taylor Swift.
Both are strong contenders to
win the award,

The
Grammys
will air on
CBS and
stream from the
Grammy’s website
on March 14 at 8 p.m.
EST

The Backlog

but they do not share the same chart
success as “The Box” does. “Circles”
could also snag this award, but given the competition, it seems unlikely Malone will win both record and
song of the year.
Performers at this year’s Grammys will include artists such as
Harry Styles, BTS and Cardi B. The
premier
cer-

emony
will be
hosted by
Jhene Aiko,
and will feature an opening
rendition of Marvin Gaye’s “Mercy,
Mercy Me” performed
by artists including Kamasi Washington, PJ Morton and Grace Potter. Burna
Boy and Poppy will also perform before the Grammys but
will not be part of “Mercy, Mercy
Me.”
The Grammys will air on CBS and
stream from the Grammy’s website
on March 14 at 8 p.m. EST. Trevor
Noah will host the ceremony from
Staples Center in Los Angeles.

d
ste r
HoTrevo
by Noah

This year’s Grammy Awards are
going to stand out compared to previous years. The Grammys will be
taking place on March 14 instead
of Jan. 31, and there won’t be any
fans in attendance due to COVID-19
safety regulations. Despite this
dilemma, there are plenty of reasons to get excited about this year’s
Grammy Awards.
For Album of the Year, the field of
nominees is more diverse than ever
before. Superstars such as Taylor
Swift and Post Malone are in the
same category as newcomers like
Black Pumas and Jacob Collier. My
pick to win this award is Dua Lipa
with her record “Future Nostalgia.”
Her blend of ‘80s synth-pop and
modern dance music along with her
commercial success should seal the
deal with Grammy voters. HAIM
and Jhene Aiko are also nominated
for the award along with Coldplay,
but it is hard to see anyone other
than Lipa taking home the Grammy
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What’s next:

VALHEIM

Going bananas for My Friend Pedro
by Brandon Barzola
ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR
brandon.barzola@uconn.edu

My Friend Pedro caught the attention of many streamers and content creators when it was released
in June of 2019 because of its fastpaced and satisfying shoot-‘em-up
gameplay.
Developed by DeadToast Entertainment and published by Devolver Digital, My Friend Pedro has a
pretty minimal storyline, which
makes sense considering most of
the focus is on its gameplay. The beginning of the game has you waking up in the basement of a butcher
shop with a talking, floating banana named Pedro that gives you
instructions on how to escape and
kill anyone that gets in your way.
The game’s greatest selling point
is its smooth and stylish gameplay. It makes you feel like you’re
Keanu Reeves in the high-octane
“John Wick” and in the slow-motion spectacle of “The Matrix” at
the same time. Though there’s only
a limited arsenal of roughly five
different weapons, the game’s central mechanics help you maximize
the potential of each weapon. Being a 2D side scroller, you can use
the game’s split aim and slow motion mechanics to create stunning,
cinematic action sequences. For
example, rappelling down a wire
and split aiming to kill enemies on
either side of you, or jumping over
an exploding car in a speedy motorcycle chase. My Friend Pedro
is littered with awesome moments
like these, as well as goofier ones
like killing enemies while riding on
a skateboard or using a frying pan
to ricochet bullets and clear out an
entire room.

Though a fun ride most of the
way through, My Friend Pedro
gets a little less fun in the second
half of the game. Instead of being a
fast-paced shooter, enemies start to
absorb and deal more damage, and
more stage hazards are introduced,
turning the game into more of a
platformer with action elements.
There end up being so many stage
hazards that there’s even a level
solely dedicated to evading stage
hazards, which takes away from
some of the action.
Aside from this, my first playthrough of the game only took me
three hours to complete, a really
short run-time for a $20 game. Still,
though, the arcade-like gameplay
can keep you entertained for many
more hours as you run through
the game on higher difficulties
and chase a higher level score each
time. Apart from that, there’s not
much else to My Friend Pedro that
will keep you playing past the first
few times you beat it.
The first time you play through
My Friend Pedro will be a learning
experience as you test the different
parkour and shooting mechanics
and learn the layout of each level.
After you beat the game the first
time, you’ll want to run through it
at least one more time to see how
quickly you can expertly breeze
through levels. A great way the
developers keep the game fresh, especially for the first time through,
is by adding new elements to the
game on each successive level.
Maybe it’ll be a new weapon, a new
enemy or a new puzzle mechanic
needed to traverse through the level, like hitting a switch or lever to
move you from one end of the room
to another.
My Friend Pedro is a fantastic

experience from start to finish.
Though it could stand to be longer and include more to extend the
game’s lifespan, it definitely makes
up for some of these shortcomings
with its stylish, over-the-top gameplay and a great soundtrack to keep
the adrenaline pumping for every
second.

Rating: 4/5

My Friend Pedro caught the attention of many streamers and content creators when it was released in
June of 2019 because of its fast-paced and satisfying shoot-‘em-up gameplay.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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A bird stands on the ice melting in Mirror Lake. With the weather slowly warming, it seems spring is on its way.

Letter
to the
Editor

Crossword

I write in strong disapproval of the recent UConn free speech petition. I believe
the passing of this legislation will result in
an increase of bias incidents on campus.
There is a difference between promoting
civil discourse and promoting disparaging commentary. I believe this petition
will do the latter.
The supporters of this legislation argue
that President Hernandez has been “censored” or “silenced” by the USG vote of
no confidence. This could not be further
from the truth.
Hernandez still holds a USG Senate
seat and still holds his position as the Vice
President of the Connecticut Young Dem-

ocrats. He has not been removed from
any of these platforms, and is free to communicate with his constituents.
I voted for Mr. Hernandez last fall,
thinking he was the president we needed
in a time of racial and ethnic injustice. After reading his comments, it is clear I was
wrong. While the president’s comments
were not “hate speech,” I do believe they
were disparaging and did not align with
the platform of his candidacy. Instead of
releasing a statement, the president has
declined any request for comment. While
the free speech bill was introduced as a
by-product of a lack of transparency from
the USG, it seems like Hernandez himself

PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

has been less than transparent.
I want to be very clear that I think Hernandez should be allowed to make the
aforementioned comments. That being
said, if his constituents, and the constituents of the USG believe the comments he
made were inconsistent with his previous
stance, it makes sense that USG would
make it clear that his views do not represent USG as a whole.
I love civil discourse; I believe that an
open marketplace of ideas elicits change,
growth and acceptance. This Fall semester I took a political science class with
peers whose beliefs were vastly different
from mine. Despite completely different

perspectives, we were able to have civil
discourse. I believe there is a significant
difference between contrasting ideas
and making disparaging and provocative
comments. I feel like I am free to have my
own opinions and ideas at UConn, and I
understand that sometimes people will
disagree with me. I think this petition’s
proposed legislation is unnecessarily redundant for the protections of free speech,
and will also provide legitimacy for racial
bias and hate speech. The UConn student
body should be better than that.
Jack Stein is a freshman computer
science student.

       
           
DRUGS, cont. from p. 4
Launching the “War on Drugs” in 1971, Richard Nixon empowered and expanded federal drug
control agencies, increased funding and weapons of police forces and generally doubled-down on
the criminalization of drug users of all kinds — other than alcohol, cigarettes and prescription opioids of course. Former Nixon aide, John Ehrlichman is famously quoted saying the administration
“knew we couldn’t make it illegal to be either against the war or black, but by getting the public to
associate the hippies with marijuana and blacks with heroin, and then criminalizing both heavily,
we could disrupt those communities. We could arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break up
their meetings and vilify them night after night on the evening news. Did we know we were lying
about the drugs? Of course we did.”
The Drug Free Schools and Campuses Act inherits this legacy and is equally unrelated to helping those struggling with abuse. A “drug free” policy of any kind ignores the reality that drugs —
including alcohol in the United States — can be integral to many cultures, that criminalization and
incarceration have always been tools for identity-based violence and most importantly that people
addicted to drugs are not deterred by the threat of punishment. Then again, as stated in the 2021
DFSCA, perhaps helping those struggling with substance abuse is secondary to “the University’s
principal role [which] is to engage in education that leads to high standards, respectful conduct
and a healthy, productive environment ... when those are compromised, the University will take
disciplinary action against organizations and individuals violating The Student Code.”
Treatment available for those struggling with addiction at UConn is limited in some ways. The
UConn Recovery Community offers important student care and resources to continue life here in
supportive environments free from drugs and alcohol, and Student Health and Wellness offers
important screening and intervention resources. But professional treatment is still neither free nor
on-demand; it is not in unlimited supply, and the same stigma and criminalization that drives sick
people away from seeking help exists at UConn as it does in every similar environment.
Furthermore, there are many barriers to recovery that have nothing to do with the accessibility
of treatment. Simply put, a miserable life is one of the greatest barriers to overcoming addictions,
and widespread among college students are food and housing insecurity, poverty, social isolation,
sexual violence and mental health concerns in general. At UConn, the worst of these unaddressed
problems have literally deadly consequences.
Whether it’s about care accessibility or another concern of quality of life for those who may be
struggling, we’re discussing a question of limited funding and resources which every administrative body must decide where to allocate. This is why, if governments including the UConn administration are concerned firstly with helping those struggling with substance abuse, they will redirect
all resources currently used for the criminalization and punishment of users toward free, on-demand, no-questions-asked treatment in cases of abuse or addiction.
The great expenditure on this criminalization is most obvious within the UConn Police Department who makes arrests on campus and confers those who violate laws to local and state legal
systems. As noted by the community movement Defund UCPD, in 2019 UCPD spent $121,021
per crime, 78% of which were instances of drug and alcohol conduct. If 78% percent of UCPD’s
$18,000,000 budget were redirected into treatment, education and other community institutions
rather than policing, how many more therapists and counselors could UConn afford? How many
people could be saved from addiction?
Even if criminal charges for substance use or possession as a college student are limited to a
fine or a mark on one’s record, these add up. Their greatest effect in the case of those struggling
with addiction is decreasing the individual’s access to treatment. In general, the main outcome of
charges or penalties for the use of drugs is a nuisance or worse, preventing people from leading
comfortable lives and independently developing a healthy relationship with mind-altering substances. There is nothing that helps the community in general.
We need to hold the UConn administration accountable for the harmful misallocation of resources to institutions focused on criminalizing members of our community from ones which
save lives. We need to consider the humanity of those struggling with substance abuse. We need
to develop well-funded treatment avenues which aren’t means-tested or linked to insurance but
available to all community members. Most importantly, we need to decriminalize drug use and
possession, and begin treatment of drug addiction as a mental health illness.
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Exciting 2nd half awaits NBA,
but virus may still have a say

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James dunks during the first half
of basketball’s NBA All-Star Game in Atlanta, Sunday, March 7, 2021.
PHOTO BY BRYNN ANDERSON/AP

(AP) — While LeBron James
was largely resting through the
All-Star Game, the Brooklyn Nets
were adding another piece for a
run at his title.
With James still near the top of
his game and the Nets on top of the
league in scoring, it's easy to envision a coast-to-coast NBA Finals
when a champion is crowned in
July.
But, when most teams resume
play Thursday — the same date
last season was suspended — the
leaders in the Eastern Conference
might be doing so without their
two best players.
As proven again when Philadelphia's Joel Embiid and Ben Simmons had to sit out the All-Star
Game, the coronavirus might still
have a say on this season, making
uncertainty a sizable obstacle in
the title chase.
“You’re playing every other day.
You don’t know when you’re going
to have practice time. You don’t
know as far as what the restrictions and with COVID and things
of that nature if you’re going to
have all your guys," James said.
"So it’s very challenging for all
teams, not just us.”
The bigger problem for the Lakers has been the absence of AllStar Anthony Davis because of a
right calf injury. The defending
champions have struggled without him, dropping six of eight to
end the first half and falling 3 1/2
games behind surprising West
leader Utah.
The Nets have also been without
an All-Star, though they've hardly
missed Kevin Durant because of
the brilliance of James Harden and
Kyrie Irving. Blake Griffin agreed
to join them Sunday night after the
six-time All-Star cleared waivers
after securing his buyout from Detroit.

“We’re fortunate to be able to add a
player of Blake’s caliber to our roster
at this point in the season,” Nets general manager Sean Marks said.
Brooklyn comes out of the break
a half-game behind Philadelphia.
Embiid has been a force this season
and become a leading MVP candidate, but he and Simmons were ruled
out of the All-Star Game on Sunday
morning because they got haircuts
from a barber who tested positive for
COVID-19.
They may not be cleared to return
until the weekend, after the Sixers
have played their first two games of
the second half.
“We start on the road, back-toback games, with one practice. That’s
a challenge in itself, right?,” Sixers
coach Doc Rivers said. “Then, obviously, not having those guys, that’s a
lot of points, our two best defenders.
So, obviously, it would hurt.”

“We’re fortunate
to be able to add
a player of Blake’s
caliber to our
roster at this point
in the season.”
NETS GENERAL
MANAGER SEAN MARKS

Teams are used to it after a first
half in which the unavailability
of players and coaches because of
health and safety protocols forced
31 games to be called off. For every
team, the first big test of the second
half is the coronavirus one that will
determine who is good to go upon
returning from break.
Once that's finished, teams can
look ahead to a busy and excit-

ing stretch run. With many clubs
bunched in the standings and another play-in tournament opening
up additional paths to the postseason, even teams that weren't as
sharp as they hoped in the first half
have reason for hope.
That includes teams such as Miami and Boston — last season's
Eastern Conference finalists — plus
Dallas and Golden State, all at or
barely above .500 but perhaps just
one hot streak from a nice leap up
the standings.
Or maybe Milwaukee, which was
running away with the best record
in the East last year when the season stopped but has been inconsistent this season, can discover its old
form. The Bucks will be fearsome
again if Giannis Antetokounmpo
shoots anywhere near the way he
did in the All-Star Game, when he
went 16 for 16 en route to MVP honors.
“I’ve got to keep working hard
and I’ve got to keep enjoying the
game of basketball, and hopefully
more important things can come,
and hopefully my goal is to be a
champion one day,” the two-time
regular-season MVP said. “Hopefully we can hold the big trophy.”
A number of teams could have a
shot. The Lakers may have looked
like a solid favorite to repeat when
the season started, but Davis'
health throws that into question.
Perhaps the Jazz can capitalize.
They were the team whose coronavirus issues caused the season to
stop last March 11. Now, they have
three All-Stars and a league-leading 27-9 record.
“It’s definitely been rewarding but at the end of the day we’re
not here to celebrate and act like
we’ve done something and it’s only
March,” Donovan Mitchell said. “I
think we’ve got to continue to get
better.”

Djokovic breaks Federer’s record for most weeks as ATP No. 1
(AP) — Novak Djokovic surpassed Roger Federer for the most
weeks at No. 1 in the ATP rankings
on Monday.
Djokovic is in his 311th week in
the top spot, one more than Federer has spent there.
“Big day today,” Djokovic tweeted Monday.
The 33-year-old from Serbia first
reached No. 1 on July 4, 2011, a day
after he won Wimbledon for the
first time by beating top-ranked
Rafael Nadal in the final. Djokovic's ascent represented the first
time in nearly 7 1/2 years that a
man other than Federer or Nadal
was No. 1.
“Any athlete in the world dreams
of being No. 1 of the world. This is
something that gives us a lot of motivation,” Djokovic said back then,
when the ATP marked the occasion by presenting him with a cake
shaped like the numeral "1" in the
red, blue and white colors of Serbia's flag. “So finally, when you really do it, and when you know that
you’re the best, it’s just an amazing
achievement.”
Djokovic has gone on to win
five titles at the All England Club,
along with nine at the Australian

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic holds the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup after defeating Russia’s Daniil Medvedev in the men’s singles final at the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia,
Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDY BROWNBILL/AP

Open, three at the U.S. Open and
one at the French Open.
His total of 18 Grand Slam singles trophies trails only the 20
claimed by Federer and Nadal for
the men's mark.

Djokovic has had five separate
stays at No. 1 and finished six seasons there, tying Pete Sampras for
the most.
Sampras held the total weeks record of 286 until Federer surpassed

him in July 2012. Ivan Lendl stands
fourth with 270, and Jimmy Connors is next at 268.
The ATP introduced its computer rankings in 1973.
Djokovic's championship at

Melbourne Park last month assured him of staying No. 1 at least
until this week and claiming sole
possession of the record from
Federer.
Djokovic called reaching that
milestone a “relief" and said it
would allow him to "focus all my
attention on Slams, mostly.”
“When you are going for No.
1 rankings, you kind of have to
be playing the entire season,
and you have to be playing well;
you have to play all the tournaments," Djokovic said. "My goals
will adapt and will shift a little
bit.”
Federer most recently spent at
week at No. 1 in June 2018. He was
36 at the time and that allows him
to still hold the record for oldest
man to hold that top place.
His 40th birthday is Aug. 8.
After two operations on his
right knee in 2020, Federer has
gone more than a year without
competing. He is scheduled to
return to tour action at the Qatar
Open on Wednesday.
With so much inactivity, Federer slipped to No. 6 in Monday's
rankings, swapping spots with
Stefanos Tsitsipas.

COLLEGE PLAYERS WILL NEED TO OPT-IN TO UPCOMING WNBA DRAFT
NEW YORK (AP) — The WNBA
and the Players' Association have
agreed to an opt-in process for
this season's draft, the league confirmed to The Associated Press on
Sunday night.
Every eligible player who would
like to make themselves available
for the draft, which is expected to
be held in April, must renounce
their remaining intercollegiate eligibility.
A player who wishes to optin must email the league no later
than April 1. If a player is competing in the Final Four, the player
has up to 48 hours after her last
game finishes to let the league
know if she plans on entering the
draft.
In the past, players who have
run out of college eligibility are

automatically entered into the
draft. This became more of an issue this season when all the players were granted an extra year of
eligibility by the NCAA because of
the coronavirus pandemic.
Women's players, who are entering the draft for the first time,
could return to college if they go
undrafted. They would have to
notify their school's athletic director in writing within 30 days
of the draft their intent to return.
The player also would have had to
not have not signed with an agent
or accepted money among other
rules to remain eligible for college.
The move doesn't change the
strict rules for underclassmen
to enter the draft. Texas center
Charli Collier, who is a third-year
junior, announced on social media

her intent to forgo her remaining
eligibility and enter the draft. Collier will turn 22 in September, so
she is draft-eligible.
The Longhorns star will play in
the Big 12 Tournament next week,
as well as potentially the NCAA
Tournament. She averaged nearly
21 points and 12.2 rebounds this
season for the team.
Collier had 17 double-doubles
this season and has scored in double figures in all but two games —
against Baylor and West Virginia.
The 6-foot-5 center is projected
to be one of the top picks in the
draft. The Dallas Wings hold both
the first and second picks in the
upcoming draft.
The NBA implemented similar
rules, making players opt-in for
the draft.

UConn guard Paige Bueckers (5) drives to the basket against Marquette
guard Selena Lott (24) in the first quarter of an NCAA college basketball
game on March 1, 2021 in Storrs, Conn. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER II/AP
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UConn Huskies defeat the Northeastern Huskies with a final score of 2-0. Sophia Danyko-Kulchycky (23), a senior midfielder who just substituted into the game, is seen celebrating
with team after making the first goal of the game. The goal was made at 26:11 and assisted by Jacqueline Harnett. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The PSG Report: Paris’ never-say-die attitude
against Bordeaux must be replicated on Wednesday
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
STAFF WRITER
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

If anything can be said about Paris Saint-Germain’s performance in
its Ligue 1 match last week, it’s that
the team showed grit and perseverance in the most challenging of situations. More so than the victory
itself, manager Mauricio Pochettino
will be glad to have seen the toughness and perseverance his team in
grinding out a crucial victory.
PSG’s first matter of business
came on Wednesday, March 3 when
they traveled to the Matmut Atlantique to take on a FC Girondins de
Bordeaux club that was desperate
for a win. Bordeaux would be massively aided in this pursuit, as Neymar Jr. out continues to recover from
the abductor injury he sustained
less than a month ago, and winger
Kylian Mbappe — who is expected
to take up Neymar’s role when the
Brazilian is absent — also could not
participate as he was suspended due
to an accumulation of yellow cards
in Ligue 1 competition.
As a result, this forced Pochettino
to have to make some changes to his
starting 11. Keylor Navas was in goal,
while the backline consisted of the
center back partnership of Presnel
Kimpembe and Marquinhos, along
with the fullback partnership of
Layvin Kurzawa and Colin Dagba.
The midfield saw some change as
well, with Rafinha Alcantara and
Danilo Pereira starting the match
alongside Idrissa Gana Gueye. Finally, the forward partnership consisted of Mauro Icardi, right winger
Pablo Sarabia and left winger Julian
Draxler.

Without question, this was one of
the weakest sides Paris has put out
all season. Although it was accomplished in a sloppy manner, they
found a way to get over the line.
Bordeaux knew that they would
have more free range in attack due
to the absence of PSG’s main attacking threats in Neymar and Mbappe,
so it came to no one’s surprise when
Bordeaux came out with an aggressiveness and fearlessness to get
into the final third. However, their
all-guns-blazing mentality proved
costly, as a giveaway when attempting to play out from the back gifted
the ball to Kurzawa, who was able to
find Rafinha.
The Brazilian played
a through ball
to Gueye on the left side of the pitch.
Gueye dribbled towards the 18-yard
box before spotting a near post run
by Sarabia, who received the ball
with his right before slotting into
the bottom corner with his left to
give Paris the 1-0 advantage.
Not only would this breakthrough be the only one in the
contest, it would also be the
only positive outcome to come
out of the match for the Parisians.
Sure, the perseverance displayed
by the squad will bring great joy to
Pochettino. However, this does not
mean that the performance was
great by any stretch of the imagination.
Paris was lucky that Bordeaux
lacked the quality to take advantage
of the careless mistakes that were
common throughout the contest.
On one occasion, Rafinha Alcantara
carelessly gave the ball away in his
own half, which allowed Bordeaux

forward Hwang Ji-Yo to run at the
unorganized defense before taking a
shot that nearly went into Navas’ far
post. Another incident saw Dagba
fail to read a ball that was coming towards him, which gave the ball away
in a dangerous area of the pitch; Bordeaux forward Remi Oudin received
the ball and played a low-driven
cross into the box that just nearly
missed Hwang’s outstretched right
foot.
Aside from individual lapses in concentration, the
whole
team

seemed
flat. Bord e a u x
found it
easy
to
open
up
a Parisian
side
that
lacked the aggression seen
in
previous
matches, and
whose pressing was average
at best, which
allowed the opposition to consistently switch the
ball from left to right, and create a
multitude of opportunities in the final third.
One of the great chances that Bordeaux created came in the 69th minute, when Adli found attacking mid-

fielder Hatem Ben Arfa in the box.
Ben Arfa took a touch and smashed
it towards the bottom corner, just
barely missing the back of the net.
Now, the best chance created by the
home side came in second half stoppage time, when a ball lifted into the
box found the head of winger Jimmy
Briand. Briand seemed destined to
score, had it not been for a heroic
effort by Navas in goal to keep PSG
on top.
The Parisians expressed a massive
sigh of relief when the final whistle
blew as they’d managed to sneak by
to attain a necessary victory. A draw
would have seen them fall to third
in the table, one point behind Olympique Lyonnais in second, and four
points behind league leaders LOSC
Lille. To everyone’s surprise,
Ligue 1 has provided one
of the most exciting title races this season,
along with the German
Bundesliga and Italian Serie A.
Now, Paris has only one thing on
its mind, and that is its second leg
bout against FC Barcelona in the
UEFA Champions League Round
of 16. They currently have a 4-1 advantage on aggregate, and will welcome the Catalan club to the Parc
Des Princes on Wednesday, March
10. Barcelona will need four goals if
they are to complete a second “remontada.” Of course, Barcelona already did this in 2017, when it came
back from 4-0 down to defeat PSG
6-5 to advance to the quarterfinals of
the Champions League.
Although the Parisians would not
like to be reminded of that nightmarish night at the Camp Nou, it
must be brought up because Paris’s
complacency when it comes to sec-

ond leg bouts has been a common
occurrence. In 2019, they blew a 2-0
first leg lead against Manchester
United, as they fell 3-3 at the Parc
Des Princes in the second leg, with
United advancing to the quarterfinals of the Champions League on
away goals.
Reaching the Champions League
final last year most definitely helped
Paris get over their demons in Europe’s elite competition. However,
the 2020 Champions League saw
a multitude of changes due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, such as playing on neutral grounds without
any fans and having the knockout
stages of the competition consist of
only one leg instead of the usual two.
Moreover, we cannot forget to mention that if it wasn’t for late game
heroics against Atalanta B.C. in the
quarterfinals, Paris would have
suffered a massive upset against a
much more inferior side, once again
proven to the footballing world that
they still weren’t ready to achieve
continental success.
With all that said, the only thing
that should be intensely analyzed
is the game plan for Wednesday’s
bout. According to French media
outlet Le Parisien, Neymar will not
be in the starting lineup, but will be
on the bench and may possibly be
introduced at some point during the
contest.
Ultimately, Paris’s two second leg
collapses in the Champions League
has taught them that, no matter how
big the lead, there are no guarantees
in football. Believing you have won
before the 180 minutes are up is a
mistake that will only lead to elimination.
PHOTO COURTESY OF AP

Chelsea retains 4th in EPL with home win over Everton
LONDON (AP) — Kai Havertz is
finally making an impact at Chelsea and helping the pursuit of
Champions League qualification.
The
Germany
playmaker
Havertz has struggled to convince
since joining from Bayer Leverkusen in the offseason for up to 70
million pounds (then $92 million).
Havertz struggled under previous Chelsea manager Frank Lampard, suffering lasting effects from
a coronavirus infection and battling for regular first-team action.
But Havertz helped Chelsea
to beat Everton 2-0 at Stamford
Bridge on Monday and was unlucky not to have a goal to his name
after starring in the false nine position.
PHOTO BY MIKE HEWITT/AP

Havertz was unlucky not to be
credited with Chelsea’s first goal, with
Ben Godfrey’s deflection eventually
confirmed as an own goal. The lively
forward later saw a neat finish ruled
out for handball before winning a
penalty that Jorginho converted.
“I’m very happy with his performance, no doubt about his quality
his talent and also not about his character,” Chelsea manager Thomas
Tuchel said. “He needs to adapt to
the Premier League, he needs to be
at a club where you play to win every
game, where the highest standards
are normal. That’s a normal process
also for him to adapt to this mentality.”
Chelsea’s mean-spirited defense
under Tuchel continues to set new

standards in west London. The
German has now become the first
manager to secure five clean sheets
in his first five home league games.
Chelsea boasts nine clean sheets
in Tuchel’s 11 matches in charge,
and only Maurizio Sarri with 12
games has enjoyed a longer unbeaten start to life at the club.
It leaves Chelsea two points
ahead of fifth-placed West Ham,
which beat Leeds 2-0 in the other
game on Monday.
A year ago, West Ham was out of
the relegation zone only on goal difference. Now the east London club
is chasing European qualification.
West Ham took the lead in the
21st minute with virtually its first
attack.

Jesse Lingard played a neat
one-two with Said Benrahma and
skipped into the area, where Luke
Ayling clumsily brought him down.
The Manchester United loanee’s
penalty was saved by Leeds goalkeeper Ilan Meslier but he netted
from the rebound.
“Once that first goal came, we settled down and now we’re starting to
learn to win ugly,” West Ham captain Declan Rice said.
West Ham extended its lead when
Craig Dawson arrived at the far post
to head in Aaron Cresswell’s corner
in the 28th.
“We didn’t play the best, but we’re
grinding out those results, we’ve got
a real solidity about us and long
may that continue,” Rice said.
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Baseball: UConn battles back late
but loses 12-10 to Coastal Carolina
by Danny Barletta
SPORTS EDITOR
daniel.barletta@uconn.edu

The Huskies really had to hustle
to the airport to catch their flight
home after a long, four-plus hour
game against Coastal Carolina
wrapped up their long weekend in
Conway, S.C. The game didn’t go
UConn’s way, as Coastal scored a
ton early and held on for a 1210 win.
The UConn baseball
team (4-6) ended up splitting the weekend in
Conway, 2-2, as well as
the mini-series with
the Chanticleers (83) 1-1 after winning
5-4 in 12 innings
on Sunday. It
was clear from
the start there
was going to
be a lot of offense in Monday’s game.
UConn scored
two runs in the
top of the first
inning on a Christian Fedko RBI single
and a Kevin Ferrer RBI
double. Coastal Carolina
answered right back in the
bottom of first, as Alex Gatinelli hit a two-run home run to
tie the game.
In the bottom of the second inning, the Chanticleers
scored three more runs,
knocking Huskies’ pitcher Pat
Gallagher from the game. His
first career start was an ugly
one; he finished with a line of
five hits and five earned runs
over 1.1 innings pitched. But

it wasn’t just Gallagher
who had a rough day on
the mound. Everyone
who UConn put out
there in the
early going got

knocked
around by
Coastal Carolina’s lineup.
B r e n d a n
O’Donnell gave up
three runs in 1.2 innings, and Jimmy
Wang and Cody
Dunlop
each
gave up two runs
in their innings
of work.

the end of the
fifth
inning, the
Chanticleers
had a
fat 12
on the
scoreboard.
T h e
Huskies
did manage to get
two more
runs in

more on Monday to bring his season total to 17.
The score was now 12-10, and
in order for UConn to make up all
that ground, it needed some shutdown innings. Sam Favieri, Kenny
Campbell and Kenny Haus provided that, combining for three scoreless innings to allow the Huskies to
come back.
In the ninth inning, UConn got
the tying run to the plate, but that
was it; Coastal Carolina escaped
with the 12-10 victory.
Gallagher was tagged
with

that
span on
a pair of Zach
Bushling’s
solo
home runs — the first
two home runs of his career
— but the score was still 12-4.
The Huskies showed they don’t
quit and clawed their way back
into the game. They scored three
runs in the seventh on a Pat Winkel sacrifice fly and a Reggie Crawford two-run homer. Then, they
scored three more in the eighth
on a bases-clearing double by Crawford.
Crawford has
been an RBI
machine for
UConn this
season, and
he added five

t h e
loss, while
Coastal’s Reese
Maniscalco
picked up his first win
of the season.
There were obviously some major negatives in this game for the

By

Huskies — namely the pitching in
the first five innings, which surrendered 12 runs, 11 hits, six walks and
three hit batters. But there were
also some positives, like the offense putting up 10 runs on 11 hits.
Most importantly, the team didn’t
give up when it was 12-4. They continued to fight and made the game
interesting. It wasn’t their day, but
this team is showing no signs of
giving up despite the 4-6 start to
the season. There’s a lot of baseball
left to be played, and UConn is still
a dangerous team.
The Huskies will look to bounce
back next weekend with a fourgame series against Texas Tech
in Lubbock,
Texas.

PHOTOS BY
BRANDON BARZOLA/THE DAILY
CAMPUS

HEY DAVE: What’s the significance of the Barcelona election?

Joan Laporta celebrates his victory after elections at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Sunday, March 7, 2021. Joan Laporta has been elected Barcelona’s president on Sunday, inheriting a club mired in debt and facing daunting problems that include the possible departure of Messi when his contract ends at the end of the season. PHOTO BY JOAN MONFORT/AP

by David Sandoval
STAFF WRITER
david.sandoval@uconn.edu

On Sunday, March 7, the Catalonian club FC Barcelona held
a presidential election to determine who would control the club
moving forward. This comes after former president Josep Bartomeu resigned back in October
2020, feeling a lack of confidence
from the club under him. Only
three candidates were on the ballot: Joan Laporta, Victor Font and
Tony Freixa. As a result, Laporta
won over half the votes and is now
back in the seat for the next six
years.
I feel that many don’t truly
know how big of an impact this
election has on the future of the
club moving forward. Jokingly

(kind of ), this is bigger than the
United States election, at least for
Barcelona fans. With that being
said, allow me to explain why Joan
Laporta will have a major effect on
the club.
The appointment of Joan Laporta is crucial is because whoever is
appointed as president will reflect
on whether or not Lionel Messi
stays at the Catalonian club. Given
that Laporta already has an existing relationship with the Argentine legend, there’s no doubt he
will try to convince Messi to stay
in hopes that the club will bring
not just domestic trophies, but the
long desired Champions League
trophy. On top of that, there have
been reports that Laporta was the
only candidate who could persuade Messi to stay.

Along with convincing Messi to
stay, the president also has a say in
the financial issue the club currently
faces. As of now, their debt is around
€1 billion (nearly $1.2 billion). Should
Messi stay, Laporta is going to have
to negotiate some kind of pay cut
for the Argentine. The pay cut will
be a step in the right direction, but
it won’t solve their financial problems completely. Maybe it would
be best to sell some other players to
help? Who knows, but Spain’s plan
to bring fans back into stadiums
in mid-to-late spring will certainly
help lower their debt.
Laporta’s win is huge for Culers
simply because of his past. Having
first held office from 2003 to 2010,
he brought in several players that
turned the club’s reputation into
a “Golden Era," including Samuel

Eto’o, Ronaldinho and David Villa,
to name a few. He also saw Messi
make his debut and transform into
the player he is today.
Given his power and his close relationships with people in the club
like Messi, I don’t doubt that Laporta will bring in world-class players
and start back up another ‘Golden
Era’ in the next few years. Players
like Erling Haaland will be very difficult for Barcelona to make an offer
with as of now, but Laporta does
have a strong relationship with the
world-renowned agent Mino Raiola;
so with some negotiations, I don’t
rule out such a transfer in the foreseeable future.
Because of its financial struggles,
it’s also very likely that Barcelona
will look to La Masia to bring in
generational talent for now, rather

than its previous agenda of “buying players for an insanely high
price and hoping for the best” for
the upcoming transfer window. If
you’ve read my past columns about
homegrown players, you know I’m
very supportive of this stance, especially when it comes to a club
that can’t afford to make big signings yet has historically produced
amazing talent.
With the election spewing positive reactions within and around
Barcelona and with the club’s
second tie against PSG in the
Champions League Round of 16
on Wednesday, Laporta’s appointment will give the players a big
confidence boost to push for the
European trophy. One thing is
for certain: life is good in one of
Spain’s biggest clubs right now.
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“Defense wins championships.”
That simple quote has become one
of dynasties. From Bear Bryant’s
head coaching career at Alabama,
to Michael Jordan’s first 3-peat with
the Chicago Bulls, and now of Geno
Auriemma and UConn, who in
their first year back in the Big East
since 2013, put together their best
defensive stretch of the year, clinching the Big East Tournament Championship with a dominant 73-39 win
over Marquette.
“I’ve never been more proud of
any team, to be honest with you,”
head coach Geno Auriemma said
after the win. “I don’t remember
quite a spontaneous and joyful
celebration that these kids had…
These young kids that have come
in, they’ve reinvigorated everyone
associated with our program. They
are really unique kids and I’m really
happy for them.”
In their first two quarters in the
Big East Tournament, the Huskies
outscored opponents by a combined
43-16, getting off to scorching hot
starts on both ends of the floor, and
last night’s championship matchup
was no different.
Behind continued excellence from
Christyn Williams, the Huskies got
off to a 12-2 start that would end in
a 29-10 first quarter lead. It was the
smoothest UConn had looked offensively and toughest they looked
defensively all tournament, shooting 12/7 in the quarter to go along
with five 3-pointers and holding the
Golden Eagles to just 5/17 shooting.
Williams paced all scorers after
one and would finish with the second highest point-total for the Huskies with 16. Auriemma said the
junior captain is getting hot at the
perfect time and played as big a part
in the team’s postseason success as
anyone.
“Christyn hasn’t had the kind of
year she wanted to have, [so] for her
to come out here and do an amazing
job on the three best players this
weekend and still play at a real high
level at the offensive end... as much
as Paige was MVP, I thought Christyn could have been just as well,”
Auriemma said.
As the head coach mentioned,
however, the big name of the night

was Paige Bueckers, who added to
her already impressive trophy collection, earning the Big East Tournament Most Outstanding Player
after averaging 19.3 points, five assists and 1.7 steals in UConn’s three
games.
The freshman saved her best performance for last, though, going off
for a game-high 23 points on 10/15
shooting to go along with six rebounds and four assists. Auriemma
gave Bueckers the highest praise he
could after another stretch of great
games.
“She’s a great teammate because
she’s a great human being,” Auriemma said. “She’s one of those
kids that gets the big picture and
understands the purpose of being
on a team.”
This win wraps up an incredibly
impressive run of games for the
Huskies, who outscored their opponents 234-119 and held all three
teams — including two of the most
impressive offenses in the conference — to a combined 27% from the
field and 20% from 3-point land.
Defense wins championships.
“We’re just playing really good
basketball right now, and it obviously starts at the defensive end for
us,” Bueckers said. “That’s been a
huge key and ever since we lost, we
just tried to really focus and hone
in on that and with that being our
main focus it’s really helped us offensively as well. Our sense of urgency is really high right now and
we know that there’s literally room
for mistakes going into March.”
But after the final buzzer sounded
and the confetti was shot out of the
cannons, the atmosphere of urgency changed, even if just for a short
time, from one fueled by competition to one of camaraderie, friendship and unadulterated happiness
that these players fought for unlike
any UConn team has before. It was
an atmosphere they’ll be sure never
to forget.
“It was really fun,” Bueckers said.
“That’s just kinda the team we are,
we’re all about having fun. You see it
on the court as well but off the court
is a whole different level. Obviously winning that championship was
a whole lot of fun so we just kind
of showed it and we wanted to get
everyone involved… We just want
to enjoy the moment as much as we
can especially in times like these.”

The UConn Huskies pose for a picture after defeating the Marquette Golden Eagles in the Big East Championship game at Mohegan Sun. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER II/USA TODAY SPORTS

HUSKIES BACK
IN BUSINESS
WIN 19TH BIG EAST CHAMPIONSHIP

UConn Huskies guard Christyn Williams (13) moves the ball against the Marquette Golden Eagles in the first
half of the championship game at Mohegan Sun. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER II/USA TODAY SPORTS

UConn Huskies forward Olivia Nelson-Ododa (20) shoots against the Marquette Golden Eagles in the first
half of the championship game at Mohegan Sun. PHOTO BY DAVID BUTLER II/AP

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Women’s basketball
Sunday

vs.
Women’s volleyball, Friday, 6 pm
Providence, RI

vs.

84

39

vs.
Women’s soccer, Thursday, 2 pm
Storrs, CT

Ian Rapoport
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INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Conner Gilson

@uconnhuskies

@uconnwlax upsets No. 22 UMass in OT!!!

@RapSheet
The #Raiders are releasing DB Lamarcus
Joyner, source said. He was set to make
$9.95M and in this cap environment, that
was tough to make sense of.
Adam Schefter

@AdamSchefter
Seahawks are releasing Carlos Dunlap
today, per source.

Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

