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COVID-19 vaccine now available for ages 16 and up
CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 5:33 p.m. on April 1

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

*positive test results

by Daniel Drainville
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
daniel.drainville@uconn.edu

As of yesterday, people ages 16
to 44 are now eligible to receive
vaccinations for COVID-19 in
Connecticut, according to a statement from Governor Ned Lamont.
“Everybody is now available, 16
and over,” Lamont said in a press
briefing Thursday. “We made
100,000 appointments today.”
Right now, high school and college students have the opportunity to book appointments to receive
their dose of the vaccine at pharmacies such as CVS, Walgreens
and RiteAid as well as many of
their local health care providers.
University of Connecticut students who wish to schedule a vaccine appointment can also do so
through UConn Health’s website.
To do so, they will need to register
for a MyChart account which will
allow them to self-schedule their
appointment.
Those who are looking to book
appointments can visit the following sites, where you will need to
make an account before signing
up for an appointment to receive
your free vaccine: Walmart, Walgreens, Stop and Shop and Price
Chopper. Places offering appointments without making an account
include CVS and RiteAid.

Members of the UConn community go to the Hawley Armory to be vaccinated against COVID-19 during
scheduled appointments. Vaccinations opened up to all of Connecticut’s adult population on April 1, but
appointments are hard to book. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

In the wake of this expansion,
which offers vaccinations to the
widest age range seen yet, one
Facebook group, the New York/
Connecticut Vaccine Hunters and
Angels, has expressed concern
that opening vaccinations to the
16-44 age range may take doses
away from the older at-risk population.
Luke Izzo, 16, of North Branford, Connecticut, and a moderator of the group’s Facebook page,
said they started with the goal of
finding excess doses of COVID-19
vaccines for people who most desperately needed them.
“The eligibility opened up too
soon,” said Izzo. “We’re not done
vaccinating people 45 plus.”
Izzo is concerned that younger
people, like himself, will be rushing out to get the vaccine. He said
he believes anyone with a pre-existing condition should go get the
vaccine, but anyone who is healthy
should wait a week or two to allow
those vaccines to go where they’re
needed most.
Part of the reason Izzo became
a moderator, he said, was to capture the voice of younger people.
With vaccinations opening up to
16 and up yesterday, he believes
his voice has become increasingly important.

See VACCINE, p. 2

ResLife to hold most apartments ICYMI: Ships, shoes,
and suites for housing
shots, singing and
SpongeBob

by Grace Mcfadden
ASSOCIATE DIGITAL EDITOR
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu

Most on-campus apartments and
some on-campus suites at the University of Connecticut are being reserved for quarantine housing for
the fall 2021 semester, according to
an email sent by Residential Life
Wednesday.
The email specified that Charter Oak Apartments, Busby Suites,
Northwood Apartments and some
buildings in Hilltop Apartments
and South Campus were being held
for possible quarantine housing for
next year. However, it’s possible
these spaces will reopen.
“We know that these are highly desirable spaces for juniors and
seniors. As the Dean’s email men-

tioned, the hope is that over the
summer some of these spaces can be
made available for student assignments and that they can be offered
to junior and senior students via an
online room change process,” the
email from Residential Life read.
The restriction of these housing
options leaves Garrigus Suites and
Mansfield Apartments as the only
non-traditional housing at full occupancy for Fall 2021.
How much housing is held for
isolation beds is connected to the
number of students who are vaccinated and report their vaccination to the university, explained an
email sent by the Dean of Students
Wednesday.
“Right now, Residential Life is
holding 10% of the targeted bed
count for quarantine and isolation.

That’s a lot of beds and, by medical
necessity, those beds need to be located in our suites and apartments,”
the email from the Dean of Students
read. “However, the number of beds
we’ll need to hold is tied closely to
the percentage of students vaccinated.”
For those interested in these
housing options, Residential Life
recommended to go through April
housing selection regardless.
“In order for junior and senior
students to be eligible for a room
change process in the summer
they must select an available space
during the April selection process,”
the email from Residential Life
read. “Students who do not select a
space during the April process will
not be eligible for a room change in
the summer.”

UConn KIDS program and
other departments conducting
research on child development
by Jake Kelly

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut Kids
in Developmental Science program
connects with many departments to
conduct research focusing on childhood development.
Founded in Dec. 2013, UConn
KIDS currently comprises 35 labs
throughout campus. Originally, the
departments of psychological science,
linguistics, human development and
family sciences and speech, language

For more...

and hearing sciences made up the core
group, which does a lot of work pertaining to developmental study. The
program was then expanded to include
the departments of nursing, kinesiology, education and communication.
Professor Letitia Naigles, who teaches psychological sciences on campus
and serves as one of the founders of
UConn KIDS, said she enjoyed seeing
the growth of the program and the coordination between departments on
campus.
“I think this is a real, rich component of UConn’s research, that

dailycampus.com

we have researchers in a number of
departments who are studying children,” said Naigles.
When a researcher and their respective department wishes to join UConn
KIDS, they must first contact Naigles
and discuss their ideas for research.
Every project supported by the program must have an approved human
subject protocol, and goes through
UConn’s Institutional Review Board
before researchers can recruit and
study child subjects.
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by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

Did you miss any big news this
past week? Don’t worry – The Daily Campus has your back. Here is a
breakdown of the top news stories.
Suez Canal Reopened
The Ever Given container ship
has been dislodged and is now floating after blocking the Suez Canal
for six days, according to CNN.
On Monday, March 29, tug boats
worked for hours to free the Ever
Given and were finally met with
successful results. The ship began
refloating at 3 p.m. Egypt Standard
Time.
Navigation among the 442
blocked ships resumed at 6 p.m.
Egypt Standard Time. It could take
over three days to return to normal
travel.
The chairman of the Suez Canal
Authority, Lt. Gen. Osama Rabie,
said they are not allowing Ever Given to leave the Suez Canal until they
have determined it is safe to sail and
after a full investigation.
Nike ‘Satan Shoe’ Lawsuit
Nike is suing the maker of the Lil
Nas X “Satan Shoes” for trademark
infringement, according to CNN
Business.
Nike filed a lawsuit on Monday
saying that MSCH Product Studio,
Inc. featured its famous Swoosh
logo on their ‘Satan Shoes.’ The
shoes are a collaboration with Lil
Nas X as part of the promotion of
his latest song “MONTERO (Call
Me By Your Name).”
The shoes are a modified black
and red Nike Air Max 97 sneaker
The Daily Campus
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Women’s basketball to play
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with a bronze pentagram charm
and “a drop of human blood” in the
mid-sole.
All 666 pairs of the modified Nike
sneakers are completely sold out as
of Monday.
Pfizer Vaccine Trials
Pfizer and BioNTech’s COVID-19
vaccine had positive results from
its clinical trials, according to ABC
News.
On Wednesday, March 31, Pfizer
and BioNTech released a statement
saying its vaccine is 100% effective
for children ages 12 to 15.
In the placebo-controlled trial,
none of the participants who received the real vaccine developed
COVID-19.
Pfizer and BioNTech plan to submit the data to the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration within the
next few weeks. The company’s goal
is to start vaccinating this age group
before going back to the school in
the fall.
SpongeBob Episodes Pulled
Two “SpongeBob SquarePants”
have been removed from Nickelodeon and streaming services, according to NBC News.
On Wednesday, a Nickelodeon
representative told NBC News the
episodes getting pulled were not
appropriate during current events
and/or not appropriate for children.
The season 12 episode “Kwarantined Crab” is being pulled due to
its virus-themed plot during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The episode depicts a new disease, “Clam
Flu,” in Bikini Bottom and forces
people to quarantine.

See ICMYI, p. 2

Tweet of the Day
Freezing Cold Takes
@OldTakesExposed
Ohh haha. Yeah. Thats off but
doesnt hold enough of a punch for
an RT
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UConn KIDS conducting child research ICYMI: Suez Canal
KIDS, cont. from p. 1
Coordinators then play a vital
role in dividing control areas like
schools or age groups to provide
balance and eliminate disorganization.
Currently, the kinesiology department is conducting a “play
and move” study to look at how
communication and motor development are connected and if social
communication can be facilitated through fun but intense motor
games.
Researchers are working with
children with down syndrome,
cerebral palsy and autism because
these are conditions which are
characterized by motor difficulties
and communication difficulties.
The kids engage in music, dance
and yoga activities. Some activities
have social communication components like talking and storytelling, while others involve muscle
stretching, strengthening and improving endurance.
Since the studies being conducted are done on kids from birth to
age 18, parental consent is explicitly needed. Parents are given the
option to observe studies being

done at schools, but when they are
done at UConn’s labs, the parents
must be there for consent purposes. Around five, participants begin
to give verbal assent, and at 10,
they are asked to sign their own
consent.
Naigles said the program loves
to have returning parents. Often,
families will participate in studies at one age, but will sign their
children up for more at later ages,
which provides mutual help for
both parties.
“They’re helping by participating in research, we’re helping them
by shedding light on the things
their children can do that they
didn’t realize,” said Naigles.
Sara DeAngelo, the Child Research Recruitment Coordinator
for UConn KIDS, said she loves to
bring research to fruition through
developing a strong recruitment
database. This database connects
families in the community to research labs which assist in giving
parents and children a better understanding and appreciation for
human development.
“I like working for UConn KIDS
because it gives me the opportunity
to connect with families, teach the

“I like working for UConn
KIDS because it gives
me the opportunity to
connect with families,
teach the public about
what child development
really is and how it
helps to make a positive
difference.”
SARA DEANGELO

public about what child development
really is and how it helps to make a
positive difference,” said DeAngelo.
Professor Naigles encouraged
students part of a UConn KIDS-affiliated department to volunteer.
Students must either be in the honors program or part of a UConn
KIDS-affiliated lab to be eligible.
Prospective volunteers should go
to the UConn KIDS website and
check out the section containing
the list of researchers and their departments. They should then reach
out to researchers whose work they
are interested in.

7 Hong Kong democracy
leaders convicted as
China clamps down

Pro-democracy lawmaker Martin Lee, right, arrives at a court in Hong Kong Thursday. Seven pro-democracy advocates, including media tycoon Jimmy Lai and veteran of the city’s democracy movement Lee, are
expected to be handed a verdict for organizing and participating in an illegal assembly during massive
anti-government protests in 2019 as Hong Kong continues its crackdown on dissent. PHOTO BY VINCENT YU/AP PHOTO

HONG KONG (AP) — Seven
of Hong Kong’s leading pro-democracy advocates, including a
media tycoon and an 82-year-old
veteran of the movement, were
convicted Thursday for organizing and participating in a march
during massive anti-government
protests in 2019 that triggered a
crackdown on dissent.

The verdict was the latest
blow to the flagging democracy
movement as the governments
in Hong Kong and Beijing tighten the screws in their efforts to
exert greater control over the
semi-autonomous Chinese territory. Hong Kong had enjoyed
a vibrant political culture and
freedoms not seen elsewhere
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in China during the decades it
was a British colony. Beijing had
pledged to allow the city to retain those freedoms for 50 years
when it took the territory back
in 1997, but recently it has ushered in a series of measures that
many fear are a step closer to
making Hong Kong no different
from cities on the mainland.

unclogged

ICYMI, cont. from p. 1
The season three episode “MidLife Crustacean,” has not aired
since 2018 but has now been pulled
from streaming services. During
the episode, Mr. Krabs and SpongeBob break into a woman’s home
and steal her underwear during a
“panty raid.”
Diana Musical Premiere Date
The Broadway musical Diana,
and its Netflix film, announced its
premiere dates earlier this week,
according to Playbill.

Group hunts down
extra doses of vaccine
VACCINE, cont. from p. 1
Izzo had this message for the
UConn student body: “Help out
your parents, help out your grandparents, help out your grandparents’ friends, help out your parents’
friends.”
According to Izzo, the main focus
of this group in the beginning was
to hunt down extra doses for members of the at-risk population.
Before “vaccine hunting” became
prevalent, these extra doses would
often go to waste. Once the COVID-19
vaccine vial is opened, health-care
providers have between four to six
hours to use that vaccine, Izzo said.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — The
Alabama prison system, which ranks
sixth in the country for COVID-19
deaths, announced Thursday that
it will begin vaccinating inmates after previously only making vaccine
available to prison officers and staff.
The Alabama Department of Corrections announced that on April 12
it will begin vaccinating inmates who
want to receive the vaccine. The prison system estimated that it will initially have 6,000 – 7,000 doses available to begin inoculating inmates.
There are more than 17,000 inmates
in state prisons.
“As with our staff vaccination plan
– we will begin with those facilities
that house our most vulnerable inmates. Our intent is to inoculate entire facilities at one time – not focus
on particular age groups or demographics,” the prison system wrote
in an emailed response.
Alabama ranks sixth in the country for inmate deaths from COVID-19
per 10,000 prisoners, according to
data gathered by the Marshall Project and The Associated Press. In Alabama prisons, 63 inmates and 3 staff
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The group is still participating in
vaccine hunting, but now, with the
ability for almost anyone to book
an appointment, they have shifted
their focus toward helping people
find and book their appointments.
Its network of round-the-clock
members provide “moral support”
and resources to the hundreds of
thousands who come to the page
and are “freaking out about finding
appointments,” Izzo said.
Anyone who is at risk, or has
a family member who is at risk,
is encouraged to visit the group’s
page to find an appointment,
or learn about how to book one
themselves.
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prison inmates
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A Netflix film of the show’s performance, in a similar vein to the
Hamilton and Newsies movies,
will debut on Oct. 1. The show was
recorded during fall 2020 on its
Broadway stage, the Longacre Theatre.
The show was originally in
previews in March 2020 when
COVID-19 led to the theatre shutdown. It will begin in-person previews beginning Dec. 1 and has an
opening night set for Dec. 16, pending government approval.

members have died after contracting
COVID-19. Inmates and families
have described the difficulty of avoiding the disease because of crowded
dorms where inmates cannot socially
distance.
Since the pandemic began, 1,600
state inmates and 1,039 prison staff
members in Alabama have tested
positive for COVID-19, according to
state numbers.
The vaccinations will begin at four
facilities: the Hamilton Aged and Infirmed Center; the Hamilton Community-Based Facility/Community
Work Center; the Limestone Correctional Facility and the Julia Tutwiler
Prison for Women.
The prison system is not requiring
inmates or staff to become vaccinated
Prisoners are prioritized under
federal vaccine guidelines, as well
as the state vaccine plan that follows
those guidelines, because of their
increased risk of infection because
of congregant living conditions. In
many Alabama prison dormitories,
inmates live in crowded rows of beds,
or bunk beds, with less than a few
feet between inmates.
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Ancient coins may solve mystery of murderous 1600s pirate
WARWICK, R.I. (AP) — A handful
of coins unearthed from a pick-yourown-fruit orchard in rural Rhode
Island and other random corners of
New England may help solve one of
the planet’s oldest cold cases.
The villain in this tale: a murderous
English pirate who became the world’s
most-wanted criminal after plundering a ship carrying Muslim pilgrims
home to India from Mecca, then eluded capture by posing as a slave trader.

“It’s a new history of a nearly perfect crime,” said Jim Bailey, an amateur historian and metal detectorist
who found the first intact 17th-century Arabian coin in a meadow in
Middletown.
That ancient pocket change —
among the oldest ever found in
North America — could explain
how pirate Capt. Henry Every vanished into the wind.
On Sept. 7, 1695, the pirate ship

Fancy, commanded by Every, ambushed and captured the Ganj-iSawai, a royal vessel owned by Indian emperor Aurangzeb, then one
of the world’s most powerful men.
Aboard were not only the worshipers returning from their pilgrimage,
but tens of millions of dollars’ worth
of gold and silver.
What followed was one of the
most lucrative and heinous robberies of all time.

Historical accounts say his band
tortured and killed the men aboard
the Indian ship and raped the women before escaping to the Bahamas, a
haven for pirates. But word quickly
spread of their crimes, and English
King William III — under enormous
pressure from a scandalized India
and the East India Company trading
giant — put a large bounty on their
heads.
“If you Google ‘first worldwide

manhunt,’ it comes up as Every,” Bailey said. “Everybody was looking for
these guys.”
Until now, historians only knew
that Every eventually sailed to Ireland in 1696, where the trail went
cold. But Bailey says the coins he and
others have found are evidence the
notorious pirate first made his way to
the American colonies, where he and
his crew used the plunder for day-today expenses while on the run.

Hong Kong International Film Festival

Hong Kong actor Aaron Kwok, who stars in “Where the Wind Blows,” poses for photographers during the 45th Hong Kong International Film Festival, in Hong Kong Thursday, April 1, 2021. PHOTO BY KIN CHEUNG/AP PHOTO

Witnesses relive Company producing J&J vaccine
trauma, guilt over had history of violations
Floyd’s death
(AP) — The first days of testimony at the trial of a former Minneapolis police officer charged in
George Floyd’s death were dominated by witnesses to his arrest
and countless videos that forced
them to relive the trauma of it all
over again.
One man who shouted “You
can’t win!” at Floyd as the Black
man struggled with police, bowed
his head and sobbed on the stand.
The teenager who shot widely seen
bystander video cried as she talked
about her guilt over not being able
to help Floyd. A firefighter trained
as an EMT broke down as she described her frustration because
police prevented her from acting
to save Floyd’s life. The young cashier who reported that Floyd used
a $20 counterfeit bill to buy cigarettes — prompting a call to police
— recalled his guilt as he watched
Floyd struggling to breathe.
Attorneys on both sides at the
trial of former Officer Derek Chauvin face a delicate balance in questioning witnesses who have experienced such pain while trying to
advance their cases. The testimony
raises questions about how witnesses who have suffered trauma
are treated when they participate
in the criminal justice system.
New York Law School criminal

law professor Kirk Burkhalter, a
former detective who leads a program on police reform, said the
bystander testimony has been a
powerful reminder of how police
misconduct is a betrayal to the entire community.
“These people have been walking around with this pain for a
year, unbeknownst to us,” he said.
“They were victims of a crime. We
just cannot forget that. They were
trying to do their civic duty and
they were prevented from interceding in something that was just
completely horrible.”
Chauvin’s defense has even tried
to paint some of the witnesses as
part of a dangerous crowd, adding
more pain, he said.
ARE THESE WITNESSES
CONSIDERED CRIME VICTIMS?
Probably not. The law generally
does not recognize the emotional
toll on witnesses as a harm, Burkhalter said.
In Minnesota law, a victim is anyone who incurs “loss or harm as a
result of a crime, including a good
faith effort to prevent a crime.”
Some of the witnesses testified that
they sought to stop Chauvin from
using force against Floyd, and even
called the police to report his actions. They also described the emotional harm they have endured.
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(AP) — The company at the center
of quality problems that led Johnson &
Johnson to discard 15 million doses of
its coronavirus vaccine has a string of
citations from U.S. health officials for
quality control problems.
Emergent BioSolutions, a little-known company vital to the vaccine supply chain, was a key to Johnson & Johnson’s plan to deliver 100
million doses of its single-shot vaccine
to the United States by the end of May.
But the Food and Drug Administration repeatedly has cited Emergent
for problems such as poorly trained
employees, cracked vials and problems managing mold and other contamination around one of its facilities,
according to records obtained by The
Associated Press through the Freedom of Information Act. The records
cover inspections at Emergent facilities since 2017.
Johnson & Johnson said Wednesday
that a batch of vaccine made by Emergent at its Baltimore factory, known
as Bayview, cannot be used because it
did not meet quality standards. It was

unclear how the problem would affect
future deliveries of J&J’s vaccine. The
company said in a statement it was still
planning to deliver 100 million doses
by the end of June and was “aiming to
deliver those doses by the end of May.”
“Human errors do happen,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious
disease expert, said Thursday in an interview on CBS’ “This Morning.” “You
have checks and balances. ... That’s the
reason why the good news is that it did
get picked up. As I mentioned, that’s
the reason nothing from that plant has
gone into anyone that we’ve administered to.”
White House press secretary Jen
Psaki said Thursday that none of the
J&J vaccine doses on the market are affected and the company was on track
to deliver 24 million doses in April and
100 million doses by the end of May.
“These are doses that the U.S. government has purchased, but we also
have plenty of doses from Pfizer and
Moderna, regardless, Psaki said.”
J&J locked arms with Emergent in
April 2020, enlisting the lesser-known

company to manufacture the vaccine
J&J was developing with federal money. At the time, Emergent’s Bayview
facility wasn’t scaled for making millions of doses of a potential COVID-19
vaccine, according to the FDA records,
which describe the plant as a contract
testing laboratory that “did not manufacture products for distribution.” Upgrades in technology and personnel
were required before Bayview could
begin making what is known as “drug
substance” material for the vaccine, a
two-month process during which the
required biological cells are grown.
The FDA inspected Emergent’s
Bayview plant in April 2020, just as
the agreement with J&J was being announced. The federal agency criticized
Emergent for problems with its testing
of a potential treatment for anthrax,
according to the records obtained by
the AP. The FDA’s lead investigator
cited the company for failing to train
employees “in the particular operations they perform as part of their
function and current good manufacturing practices.”

OPEC and allies agree to
gradually boost crude oil output
(AP) — The OPEC oil cartel
and allied countries said Thursday that they have decided to add
gradually add back some 2 million barrels per barrel per day of
oil production from May to July,
moving cautiously in pace with
the recovery of the global economy from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The group is restoring production that was slashed last year to
support prices as demand sagged
during the worst of the pandemic
recession, which sapped demand
for fuel. The group will add back

350,000 barrels per day in May,
350,000 in June, and 400,000 in
July.
Meanwhile Saudi Arabia will
over the same period restore an
additional 1 million barrels per
day in cuts that it made on its
own.
OPEC members, led by Saudi Arabia, and nonmembers, led
by Russia, have been meeting
monthly to determine production levels as they face a recovery
in demand whose pace has been
uncertain. They face conflicting

pressures. Raising production
before the demand is there risks
sending prices lower. But lower
production levels deprive national budgets of money at a difficult
time.
Oil prices were trading higher
despite the decision to increase
production, suggesting markets
see more than adequate demand
for the added oil. Crude oil traded
3.6% higher at $61.28 per barrel in
trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange while Brent crude
rose 3.1% per barrel to $64.66.
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antisemitism?
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On Pascal’s triangle
by Sharon Spaulding
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
sharon.spaulding@uconn.edu

I first encountered Pascal’s
triangle on a worksheet my older brother brought home from
school when I was in eighth
grade. At the time, I was taking
geometry (with a teacher who had
a cool pair of shoes with math equations all over them) and the phrase “binomial expansion” meant nothing to me yet —
although
the pattern of numbers triangularly cascading down the page
my brother brought home mesmerized me. In classes, when I
was bored, I’d try to construct the triangle on the backs of worksheets, silently trying to add numbers in my head and being
careful to write the numbers small enough so as to fit more lines
on a single page.
Pascal’s Triangle was glossed over in my high school math
classes, so it wasn’t until freshman year of college in a combinatorics class when I became more formally acquainted with
it. Combinatorics is a branch of math that, at heart, is all about
counting. The class was fascinating to me because it was unlike
any other math class I’d taken previously. Most often, the goal
when proving a statement in that introductory combinatorics
class was not to fill pages and pages with complicated calculations, untangling and then tying back together one side of an
equation to make it identical to the other. Instead, the goal
was usually to step back and think about the narratives
packaged inside two different mathematical phrases, and
then to consider why these narratives should coincide.
If you aren’t familiar with Pascal’s triangle, it’s a way of
arranging numbers in rows. The first row only has a single
number: 1. The second row has two numbers: 1 and 1. From
then onwards, each row is created by writing numbers that
are the sum of the two numbers above in the previous row,
with a 1 on each end of the row. Since each row has an additional number in it than the previous, writing out the numbers in such a way results in a triangular shape, as pictured
below.

It was in that combinatorics class where I learned about some
of the patterns inside Pascal’s triangle — and the narratives they
encapsulated. One of the patterns in Pascal’s triangle is that the
sums of the numbers in each row correspond to powers of 2. For
example, the sum of the numbers in Row 2 is 1+2+1=4, which is the
second power of 2 (i.e., 2 times 2 equals 4).
A “combinatorial” proof of this would be to think about the
sum of numbers and the power of 2 as two different ways to count
the same thing. For example, if we’re still in Row 2, we can think
about trying to find the number of ways to choose some number
of objects out of 2 possible objects. Let’s consider the Stanford vs.
South Carolina women’s basketball game tonight and the UConn
vs. Arizona game tonight as our two objects. How many different
possibilities are there for what games you watch? There are exactly four: you can watch none of the games, you can watch both
games, you can watch just the Stanford vs. South Carolina game
or you can watch just the UConn vs. Arizona game. I won’t go into
the particulars, but other than just listing out these possibilities
we could have counted them in two other ways, which are hidden
inside the mathematical expression for summing the numbers in
the row and taking powers of 2.
The actual mathematical statement to prove this pattern is to
the right of the figure below. The algebra to prove it is tricky, but
it’s not the only way to prove the statement. Lurking inside each
expression is a story about counting — and while the details of the
stories differ, they have the same end result.

Pascal’s triangle, for me, is an example of a problem or structure that I have returned to many times since I first encountered
it in middle school. There are many other patterns inside Pascal’s
triangle aside from the one described above — I only just learned
of a new one this week while writing this. In math, and elsewhere,
are phenomena whose complexities and intricacies we are unaware of at first encounter. Yet something of their rhythm or scope
draws our attention, and over time, through experience, questioning and sometimes even surprise, the patterns and mysteries begin to unfold.

Democracy dies again in Israel
by Katherine Jimenez

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
katherine.jimenez_cruz@uconn.edu

Just one day after his release from an
Israeli prison he had spent 20 years in,
Majd Barbar, a Palestinian, was re-arrested during a homecoming celebration. In 2001, Barbar was arrested for
his involvement in the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine movement and his role in armed resistance.
The storming of his home on Tuesday is
just another example of Israel’s oppression of Palestinians.
Although Barbar was freed once
again, what Israeli forces did is nothing
new. Barbar is just one in hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians jailed by Israel since 1967, when Israel began its military occupation of the West Bank, Gaza
and East Jerusalem.
“The Israeli authorities often re-arrest freed Palestinian prisoners from
East Jerusalem and hold them for few
days to prevent their families, friends
and neighbors from celebrating their

release and in a way to disrupt his
homecoming,” said WAFA News Agency about the disruption. “The police
also ban families from holding any celebrations.”
Just last month was also Israel’s
fourth election since 2019, which meant
that some of the nation’s well-known
extremist politicians would now be
entering parliament, including Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben Gvir. The
former is known to have caused quite
the controversy in recent years. He supports segregation between Jewish and
Arab women, opposes Israeli Jews selling homes to Palestinians and favors a
“shoot to kill” policy targeting Palestinians on stolen Palestinian land. The latter really isn’t that different. He’s a follower of anti-Arab fascist Meir Kahane,
the leader of a violent and ethnic cleansing movement against Palestinians.
With the Religious Zionism coalition having won at least six parliament
seats, it is not just Palestinians who
have a new major target on their backs.
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his past weekend, the University of
Connecticut experienced two antisemitic attacks. First, a swastika was
graffitied facing the University of
Connecticut Hillel Jewish cultural
building, and then a Jewish student
was targeted by antisemitic remarks while walking
alone. According to UConn Hillel, these make three
during this year’s ongoing Jewish holiday of Passover
and seven within the semester. The Daily Campus
condemns these actions in the strongest possible terms,
urging everyone at UConn to stand behind our Jewish
community, to refuse to condone hatred in any form
and to demand a response from the administration
proportionate to the gravity and increasing frequency
of such attacks.
UConn Hillel has planned a Solidarity Gathering
to fight antisemitism for April 5, at 3:30 p.m. on the
Student Union Lawn. The next day, they’re hosting
a holocaust commemoration ceremony and dialogue
with a Holocaust survivor. Further, some Jewish students have drafted a petition urging the administration
to take immediate action against these attacks. These
are a few ways which we as a community can support
our Jewish members at this time.
Yet, the greater question is how the administration
will choose to respond to the attacks and if they will
take actions to address what is evidently an antisemitic
cultural problem here. President Thomas Katsouleas
emailed the student body afterwards, acknowledging
the severity of the attacks and pointing to a variety of
existing community resources. Yet an email alone
cannot constitute a challenge to antisemitism or any
form of hate. As indicated by demands from petitioning
students and the Undergraduate Student Government,
a mere acknowledgement of this problem allows antisemitism to persist.
As the petitioners indicate, recently great attention
has been called to campus antisemitism, and this
awaits a legitimate, appropriate response from the
administration. As they further acknowledge, potential approaches range from increasing security near
Jewish buildings on campus, to increasing Jewish
representation within the university curriculum, to
simply investigating and deferring to the perspective of
Jewish activists on how to combat this kind of hate — a
duty which befalls the administration now.
Let’s consider our existing ability to respond. SHaW
Mental Health represents an important community
resource during surges in hatred. But it is woefully
understaffed, it is without culturally relevant staff
members and most students cannot establish regular
treatment there. Can UConn increase the funding and
resources for this critical department now?
Elsewhere, UCPD has a mechanism for reporting
crimes, and UConn has a bias reporting protocol for
non-criminal incidents of hate. Yet, what is far more
important than the presence or effectiveness of such
protocols is the policy responses they inspire after
being used to inform authorities about problems. Can
the administration indicate that these mechanisms are
in fact meaningful?
Our community has a critical responsibility right now
to rally behind Jewish students. Further, the UConn
administration has a critical message to send to the
Jewish students on campus at this time. It can either
take substantial efforts to combat antisemitism and
make clear that hate will not be tolerated, or it can allow
Jewish students to continue questioning if they belong
at UConn, and allow antisemites to feel comfortable
knowing they do.

COMIC BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The party has expressed hostility toward the LGBTQIA+ movement in Israel. Their proud homophobia and racism
is not something they try to hide. Most
voters also said they supported the coalition due their interest in settler rights,
as if land theft deserves to be justified.

See ISRAEL, p. 8

05

Friday, April 2, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

@dailycampuslife

Climate change intensifies the struggles that
Native and Indigenous communities already face
by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

The climate crisis is having adverse effects on many communities;
however, Native and Indigenous
people are feeling these effects even
more due to centuries of settler colonialism and racial capitalism that
have added to the interconnected
nature of the climate crisis and are
threatening Indigenous ways of life.
The UConn Reads program hosted an event titled “Native Scholars
and Artists on Climate Justice” to
discuss the impact of climate change
on Indigenous communities, and invited a panel of Native scholars and
artists to share their experiences
working on the front lines and how
their work is heightening awareness
of these issues.
“When we’re thinking about climate justice, we need to understand
that it is extremely gendered from
an Indigenous perspective,” Melanie Yazzie, an assistant professor of
Native American studies and American studies at the University of New
Mexico, said.
Native and Indigenous women
have historically been the targets of
high rates of violence and, according
to the National Institute of Justice,

over 84% of Native and Indigenous
Yazzie focused her portion of the Native and Indigenous communities
women have experienced violence discussion on the social and political because the mandate associated with
in their lifetime, more than 1.5 mil- violence present in border towns, colonialism is that Native and Inlion women. These statistics can be which are towns and cities surround- digenous people are supposed to be
traced back to things like economic ed by Native land and reservations, eliminated from these places.
“When
marginalization, loss
we come
into these
of land and
kinds of
resources, human
spaces, like
rights viAlbuquerolations,
que, we are
unemseen as out
ployment
of place, we
rates and
are seen as
discriminaa threat, we
tion, which
are seen as
are all diffian anomaly within
culties that
the larger
Native and
Indigenous
narrative,”
communiYazzie
ties face.
said.
When
In 2014,
you add the
following
climate crian increase
sis into the Sandy Grande, Emily Johnson, Anne Spice and Melanie Yazzie presented at a
in vigilante
mix, and UConn Reads event. The conversation was centered on how the climate crisis
violence in
AlbuquerNative peo- is adversely affecting Native peoples. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
ple’s close
que that
relationship with the environment and organizations fighting for Native resulted in the murder of several
and its resources, these communi- freedom. Yazzie said that places like Native people, Yazzie and a group
ties face some of the harshest direct Albuquerque, New Mexico experi- of mostly Native people founded
consequences of climate change.
ence high rates of violence against The Red Nation. This organization

is a coalition of Native and non-Native activists, educators, students
and community organizers who are
bound by the mission of liberating
Native peoples from capitalism and
colonialism. Their work is centered
on Native political agendas and they
take part in direct action, advocacy,
mobilization and educational efforts.
Sandy Grande, the host and
moderator of the panel and a
professor of political science and
Native American and Indigenous
studies at UConn, emphasized the
fact that we are not facing a climate
crisis, but instead a culmination of
centuries of colonialism and racism that have stripped Native and
Indigenous people of their land
and their freedom.
Moving forward, the panelists
said that restoring trust in Native
and Indigenous communities is
an important step on the path to
decolonization.
“They do not trust us to manage or govern our own territories,”
Anne Spice, acting assistant professor of geography and environmental studies at Ryerson University, said. “My first demand is to
trust Indigenous people and that
means following Indigenous laws
and protocols.”

Discussing body image in the context of
the LGBTQIA+ community
by Meghan Shaw

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
meghan.n.shaw@uconn.edu

On April 1, the Women’s Center and
Rainbow Center collaborated to host a
discussion on body image and its impact
on the LGBTQIA+ community, helping
participants to take steps towards dismantling these harmful constructions. Issues
of body image permeate through society,
with constant messages about appearing a
little thinner, a little taller, a bit more physically fit or to otherwise look different. The
event touched upon how sometimes these
messages can be less subtle or outright discriminatory. It was discussed how in order
to better fight against these standards, it is
critical we work to understand them and
how they impact our lives.
Body image is particularly important to
discuss in the context of the LGBTQIA+
community, due to the prevalence of eating
disorders and similar issues that disproportionately impact those who identify as
LGBTQIA+ . The event discussed how
fatphobia has proven to be a problem
on queer dating sites as well, with
users facing discrimination based
on weight. While not exclusive to
the LGBTQIA+ community, members have been shown to be high
risk for these experiences and the
complications that come with them.
In addition to discussing
weight-related topics, perceptions of
disability were mentioned as a critical
part of body image discussions. Similar
to fatphobia, ableism is a problem often
faced by the LGBTQIA+ community. Disabled members are labeled as
“undesirable,” or are pushed out of
queer spaces. Events such as Pride
parades and places like gay bars and

clubs were provided as examples as inaccessible for individuals with disabilities. This
heavily impacts the social lives of disabled
members of the LGBTQIA+ community, the
event explained.
To kick off the discussion about these
problems, participants were invited to
examine how different groups within the
LGBTQIA+ community are subjected to
stereotypes for appearance and behavior,
as compared with cisgender heterosexual
people. The hosts opened a Jamboard for
everyone to share their ideas. This exercise
allowed everyone to think critically about
how members of the community are perceived and depicted.
Notably, each group was stereotyped as
white, thin and able-bodied. This speaks
volumes about how we see the LGBTQIA+
community, and how there are often misconceptions that a person is limited to one
identity. A large
portion of
the

conversation centered on the media and
how representation can play a role in the
development of such stereotypes, as well
as how these stereotypes impact the community as a whole.
Following this activity, the attendees reflected on the experiences of those who did
not fit into these expectations. As part of a
series called Kindr (produced by the dating
app Grindr), users of the app described
how they had been affected by comments
on body image during their time on Grindr. They cited instances of rejection and
discrimination because of their bodies,
and how it impacted their experience as
a member of the LGBTQIA+ community.
“The community I was supposed to be
a part of wasn’t a community to me,” said
one user. Similar sentiments were shared
by many other interviewees, with several
people reporting
that they were

discriminated against by those who they
thought would accept them.
The event continued with a discussion,
which allowed all attendees to share their
thoughts and experiences with the group.
Each person brought a unique perspective,
creating a more well-rounded conversation. This emphasized the importance of
recognizing how intersectionality impacts
our understanding of body image.
The event discussed how not only do
people internalize messages relating to
body image, but they also change the way
they act, often in order to better fit the expectations imposed on them. Comments
such as, “You don’t look gay,” or expecting
androgyny from a nonbinary person can
influence how one might present themself,
forcing them to conform to the standards
that are in place.
“... [D]iscussing body image issues in the
queer community is crucial to combatting
deeper-rooted stereotypes and prejudices present in the queer community,
such as in the dating scene, in transitioning, in the perception of the community and more,” said Tatyanna
Molina, a sixth-semester women,
gender and sexuality studies
and sociology major. Molina
was one of the event hosts,
and works in the Rainbow
Center as a part of the student
programs team.
Throughout the discussion, participants traded stories and ideas on
how body image has influenced how
they act and feel about themselves,
or how it has influenced others. Although the experiences proved to be
diverse and unique, it was clear that
everyone has been affected by body
image in some way.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BREAKBINGEEATING.COM
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US senators and experts talk
gun control at UConn panel
by Fizza Alam

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
fizza.alam@uconn.edu

On Thursday afternoon, the University of Connecticut sponsored the
panel “Gun Laws in America: What
Works and What’s Possible.” In the
virtual event, Senator Chris Murphy
(CT-D) affirmed, “What’s possible is
not the same thing as what works.
But what is possible today is much
greater than what was possible years
ago.”
The conversation came in the
wake of recent mass shootings in
Atlanta and Boulder. It covered the
ways in which state, local and federal
laws are able to combat gun violence.
The panelists also discussed where
these laws fall short and what is
being done now.
The event was co-sponsored by
the Scholars Strategy Network and
the Gun Violence Prevention Research Interest Group. It featured
both of Connecticut’s senators,
Murphy and Richard Blumenthal
(D). Also featured were Dr. Cassandra Crifasi, deputy director of the
Center for Gun Policy and Research
and Jackie Santiago, chief executive
officer of COMPASS Youth Collaborative.
“I am proud that UConn is involved in this conversation,” said
President Thomas Katsouleas as
he introduced the panelists. It was
moderated by Alan Bennet (‘69), a
UConn alumni and board member
of Brady United.
Both Murphy and Blumenthal
pointed to the significance of the
2012 shooting at Sandy Hook elementary (Newtown, Connecticut)
in forging their leadership on the
issues of gun control. Blumenthal
said that a lot more is possible today
than it was a few years ago.

“In the wake of the latest tragic
shootings ... we think the political
dynamic has changed,” said Blumenthal.
Blumenthal attributes the shift to
additional factors such as the National Rifle Association’s bankruptcy, a Democratic majority in both
chambers of Congress, a president
“committed to fighting gun violence”
and the emergence of a political
movement, shown by groups like
Brady and Moms Against Guns.

“We all know
the saying, hurt
people hurt
people ... we add
healed people
heal people. And
loved people love
people.”
JACKIE SANTIAGO

Policy-wise, as discussed in the
panel, there is aim to push forward
legislation on universal background checks, gun storage laws
(e.g. “Ethan’s Law”), regulation of
ghost guns (guns created by parts)
and for protections against domestic
violence (e.g. Lori Jackson Law). Additionally, Blumenthal hopes, “President Biden would move ahead with
executive orders.”
Crifasi acknowledged that most
gun control policies have support
among the majority of adult Americans. Public opinion polls show
that over 85% of Americans support

universal background checks and
72% support gun licenses. Though
gun control supporters may need to
temper expectations, “[gun control
regulation] will be a compromise,”
Murphy said.
Murphy pointed to the proliferation of guns and their correlation
with increases in gun crimes and
homicide, though he also highlighted the role of poverty and historical
oppression in perpetuating violence.
“The need is to have a more comprehensive conversation about
American violence beyond just the
gun,” Murphy said.
As she mentioned during the
event, Santiago has these conversations every day on the ground in
Hartford. The COMPASS organization works to connect “peacebuilders” with high risk youth.
“We are literally meeting youth
wherever they are ... the work is
intense and it’s a matter of life or
death,” Santiago said.
She said that critical funding is
needed for community-based prevention efforts, mental health and
public health research on gun violence.
“We all know the saying, hurt people hurt people ... we add ... Healed
people heal people. And loved people love people,” Santiago said.
In the question and answer portion, panelists expanded on movements to further limit legislators in
the court and political resistance to
background checks. As the panel
came to a close, Dr. Carl Lejuez, provost and executive vice president for
Academic Affairs, left the audience
to think about the importance of
courage in all the work panelists
and audience members do as they
move forward advocating for gun
control.

The truth about women in STEM
sociate professor, while doing research with him in Antarctica. It
took Willenbring 17 years to finally report what happened to her,
according to the film.
Kristin Morgan, an associate
professor in biomedical engineering at UConn, says she agrees it is
unfair for women to be discriminated against, but tries to have a
positive outlook.
“We can’t control how people
perceive us but we can control
the message we get out,” Morgan
said. “I know as an African American female I am well aware that
when I go into a conference or

“Regardless of who reviewed
[the resumes], the results were
overwhelming that women were
scored less competent in all of
All you want to do is learn, rethose things and to me, that’s a
search and practice science, but
signal of culture,” said Stephany
little did you know as you enter
Santos, associate director of the
the field, you have to be your own
engineering diversity and outadvocate for things like getting
reach center. “It isn’t just males
the same amount of laboratory
bringing women down. It’s everyspace as your male counterpart
one, and thinking ‘Okay, what do
or standing up to doubts about
we have to do to change the culyour competencies and fighting
ture.’”
against harassment. On ThursPanelists said women might
day evening, the Women’s Center
find it harder to speak out behosted a film screening of “Piccause they fear losing their job
ture a Scientist,” through Zoom
or being seen as aggressive. Sanat 7 p.m. The film was
tos added that it can
followed by a panel
be especially hard
discussion of women
for minorities to
in the science, techspeak out about isnology, engineering
sues. She also said
and math (STEM)
that
departments
fields at UConn.
seem to attempt to
The film featured
self-preserve thembiologist Nancy Hopselves. One of Santos’
kins, chemist Rayfriends at a different
chelle Burks and
institution filed a
geologist Jane Willensexual harassment
bring. Each woman
complaint to their
performs in different
department. Howevareas of science, but
er, instead of getting
all faced challenges
support, her friend
while being a womsaid the women at the
a Scientist,” a film about the hardships faced by
an in the STEM field. “Picture
department decided
women in STEM, was hosted by the Women’s Center ThursIn the film, Hop- day evening. The event followed issues such as sexual
not to do anything
kins talked about harassment and gender bias. PHOTO VIA AUTHOR
about it because they
being given a smalldidn’t experience it.
er workspace for her research lecture that I am always underes“I agree, it’s the idea that you
and the sexual harassment she timated. People don’t think highly don’t want to be the one to rock
faced while teaching at the Mas- of me and I think it’s interesting. the boat,” Morgan said. “You
sachusetts Institute of Technol- My family, we try to take it as a know what’s interesting about
ogy. From her experiences, she positive so that when we do speak this and I definitely feel this
became an activist for women in eloquently, they are even more way as an associate professor,
STEM and succeeded in creating shocked and we stand out even it’s kind of like you know you’re
a committee to advocate for wom- more.”
at the point where it’s like keep
en’s rights at MIT.
According to the film, there is a your head down, do your work,
Burks mentioned that it’s not lack of encouragement for wom- be as successful as you can and
just about the lack of women’s rep- en to pursue a career in STEM hopefully get tenure, and that’s
resentation, but the lack of wom- which can be a loss to science and more of an opportunity to have
en of color in STEM as well. In the research. There is always a bias a little bit more of a safety net to
film, she added that people often whether it’s explicit or implicit, as bring up a lot of some of these isquestioned her competence and women are also paid less despite sues that you see.”
skills. Willenbring shared her ex- doing the same work as men, acperience facing harassment from cording to a research study done
For more of the story
David Marchant, a prominent as- in the film.

by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu
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‘Godzilla vs. Kong’:
A monstrous hit or
a colossal failure?
by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

This Wednesday, the much
anticipated film “Godzilla vs.
Kong” was released to theaters
and HBO Max. This movie has
been in the works for a long time,
ever since Legendary began the
“MonsterVerse” with the release
of 2014’s “Godzilla.” The cinematic universe’s other entries
are 2017’s “Kong: Skull Island,”
2019’s “Godzilla: King of the
Monsters” and now this film.
This film bears the concept of
pitting two iconic movie characters against one another, for
the first time on the silver screen
since 1962. This put a lot of pressure on this movie to pay off the
long set up of the franchise and
the cinematic history of both
monsters.
Luckily, for the most part, this
film does.
Now the draw of this film is to
see these two giants go head to
head in epic scale fight scenes,
upon which this movie delivers.
In a less than two hour runtime,
it feels like almost half of this
movie is the fight scenes, due
to the relative scope and length
of them. That is by no means a
problem, however, because these
scenes are quite well executed.
Utilizing a variety of characters,
set pieces and environments, the
fight scenes all feel unique, delivering on the promise that the
franchise has made for the last
seven years. The visual effects
are fantastic; both Godzilla and
King Kong look the best they ever
have in film. The character design is incredible, with intricate
detail that creates fantastical, but
close to photo-realistic, visuals
which makes the movie all the
more impressive.
Unfortunately, while the film
does execute these fight sequences incredibly, when you look at
everything else, it’s difficult
to find anything to get excited
about. A common criticism of
the cinematic universe has been
that the human characters are
significantly less interesting than
the monstrous protagonists. That

unfortunately can be said about
“Godzilla vs. Kong” as well.
I think they should have approached the human parts of
the movie in a different way. Of
course, every movie of this type
requires human characters, because King Kong and Godzilla
are nonverbal characters whose
threatening statures can be magnified by showcasing human
emotion. However, I think this
film would be better executed if
the human characters are used
more as thematic vessels than as
pieces for an emotional storyline.
With the long fight scenes and
the relative shortness of the film,
little time is given to build the
characters present in the storylines. Additionally, there are
multiple plot lines of characters
so even less time is given to singular individuals. This hurts the
scenes with the human characters because they are delivered to
execute an emotional storyline,
yet the film lacks the emotional
weight due to the lack of proper setup of characters. It also
does not help matters that the
dialogue and story are not executed well in terms of quality
and structure.
Instead, I think the film should
have used the human characters as vessels to deliver themes
surrounding the monsters. Both
King Kong and Godzilla are very
symbolic characters, representing messages on the destruction
of nature and nuclear Armageddon. I think the film could have
been crafted around a core central message, using the human
characters to do so. In doing so,
the human characters could have
had a more meaningful storyline
that had a stronger impact on the
rest of the film.
In conclusion, while this film
does have some flaws in the story
department, the action and visual effects make up for it, delivering a fantastic spectacle with its
two titular monsters. For that
reason, this film earns a moderate recommendation.

Rating: 3.9/5

“Godzilla vs. Kong” is the third movie in the “Monsterverse” series. It is the first crossover between the historical films, but falls
short of its loft expectations. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB.COM
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A Dream Dining Experience: Matunuck Oyster Bar
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

When we go out, my family indulges in lavish affairs of the dining
kind. Although we can’t necessarily relish our culinary outings as
frequently or liberally as we have
in years past, the opening of safe
dining in restaurants has allowed
us some nice reprieve from the confines of home, school and work.
Some of my extended family prefer
more upscale ordeals, which have
been fairly hit or miss, in my experience. When you’ve been carted
around all day sightseeing or traveling, sometimes you just want some
feel-good food in a place where you
aren’t confounded by the contents
of the menu or insecure about the
formality of your clothes. Suffice to
say, even a foodie like myself may
not appreciate all the merits of fine
dining (which I’ll probably discuss
in another week). Then again, once
in a while, I’m treated to a restaurant fairly out of my price range
that I am oh so grateful is being
covered by my uncle, so that I may
savor its offerings to the fullest. For
example, my family and I enjoy our
seafood, especially considering the
abundance of fish and fresh catches
my parents would eat when they
lived in the Philippines. We definitely think it’s worth the money,

however, you can’t help but notice
the price when you’re ordering
something.
One dining experience that has
continued to stick with me is Matunuck Oyster Bar in Rhode Island, which my family and I first
ate at in November 2018, and recently returned to two weeks ago.
We first traversed to the restaurant on a blustery November night
with my cousin and her father’s
direction, as the former attended
Brown University at the time and
had frequented Matunuck with my
uncle several times before. Our
party was fairly tuckered out after
having toured Brown’s campus,
and a 45-minute ride to a place I
could barely spell incited little interest at the time.
When we arrived, the restaurant was fairly unassuming, with
a white gravel parking lot characteristic of the ocean, with a small
gray building and adjoining covered porch. Most places my uncles and aunts bring me to have
a more formal dress code, which
I was prepared for; however, I
was pleasantly surprised by the
comfortable atmosphere in the
restaurant. The classy interior
signaled to a refined experience,
with a glass wine cellar and gray
matte paneling. However, it wasn’t
sophisticated in a way that intimidated, just made you appreciate

the detail of the place. We were
seated in the heated outdoor area
that overlooked the water – albeit it
was dark already, so the view was
lost on me – and I noticed that most
of the other diners were dressed
down. Matunuck Oyster Bar prides
itself on a comfortable, friendly
atmosphere, which is mostly what
I got from my two times there.
The coastal establishment is
perched on a dock next to the supplying Matunuck Oyster Farm in
South Kingstown, is marketed as
“pond to plate,” considering the
shellfish farm’s location in Potter
Pond. The use of fresh produce
from their organic vegetable farm
on the edge of the pond – which is
referred to throughout their menu
– only further exemplifies the quality of food that Matunuck Oyster
Bar serves up. Like most other seafood places, the restaurant cycles
through various specials depending on what’s in season and what
could be reeled in. Combine that
with elevated eateries’ desire to
continue to provide unique dishes
to its patrons, and you’ve got the
sweet spot that Matunuck Oyster
Bar has struck with their solid
main menu and rotation of exciting specials.
The first, exquisite taste I got of
the restaurant’s offerings is probably why I still rave about the place
to this day. It was an unassuming

bread basket accompanied by herbed olive oil, customary of many
other eateries. Yet, even at first
glance, I could tell they weren’t
just your typical dinner rolls. Each
was pillowy soft and brushed with
a savory herb butter that complimented the oil, of which I could
taste notes of lavender and sage. I
usually devour the bread given by
restaurants, but trying those had
only made me admire the superiority of these.
As for the food we actually ordered, I can’t remember the complete specifics of what we got two
years ago. At the very least, I recall we ordered the pesto pasta
with shrimp (which is still on the
menu), a salmon and faro dish with
a Moroccan flavor profile and what
really blew me away, the special
of swordfish dressed with a decadent lobster butter: a succulent,
sweet, hearty piece of swordfish
with generous chunks of lobster –
I’m salivating thinking of it now.
In our recent visit, my sister and
I both ordered the scallop dish,
which I’ve now learned they continuously offer on the main menu,
just cooked with a different composition of flavors and ingredients every few weeks. This time,
the seared scallops were served
up with a rich butternut squash
risotto, cauliflower cream sauce
and a fresh offering of vegetables

straight from their farm. My mother ordered the tropical mahi-mahi
dish with a pineapple salsa and
mashed red bliss potatoes, while
my father got the Chinese-inspired
swordfish with sticky rice, hoisin
sauce and snap peas, both of which
were specials. My uncle got the
stuffed lobster with even more seafood inside, which is just as extravagant and delicious as it sounds.
What I mostly remember from
my first experience at Matunuck
Oyster Bar was being impressed
by the complementary and complex flavors of each dish, further
enhanced by the quality of the
ingredients and sizable portions
for the price. In short, you can
tell the detail and thought of the
restaurant in creating the dish,
from crafting the components to
actually serving it up. Furthermore, the ambiance is classy but
comfortable, not seeming exclusive
or intimidating to the casual diner.
In our second visit, we were seated
in the corner of the newly-built
expanded outdoor space – now in
broad daylight, where we could
appreciate the shining waters and
bustling space at a safe difference
from others. Comparing my experience from 2018 to this year, the
restaurant has only built on what
I appreciated in the first place, and
is more than worth shelling the
bucks (or clams) out for.

Pop Cultured
A LOOK INTO INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPORARY ART
by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Modern or contemporary art can
come in all shapes and forms. Nowadays, it’s not just found on canvases and
sculptures, but on handbags, wallets,
purses and clothing. American artists like Keith Haring and Jean-Michel
Basquiat are some examples of artists
whose works have also become fashion
statements. According to the Museum of
Modern Art’s site, before the 19th century, only wealthy people and institutions
like the church could afford art. So,
artists were very limited in what they
could create. However, during the age
of secularization, the Industrial Revolution and Sigmund Freud’s theories
about the unconscious, artists began
to explore themselves, and that was
when modern art was born, according
to the site.
What do contemporary themes, the
Chinese neo-realist movement and
broad brush strokes have in common?
They all are characteristics of artist Xiaodong Liu. According to Lisson Gallery,
an art gallery dedicated to showcasing
contemporary and international artists, Liu is a Chinese artist known for

his colorful large-size oil paintings of
the environment, people, the Chinese
economy and global issues.
Liu often paints portraits of people
live, or “en plein air,” while taking heavy
consideration of the environment. His
artwork often depicts people from all
over the world, according to a profile
about Liu on the art website Ocula. One
of his most famous pieces is titled “Out
of Beichuan” (2010). The background of
the piece shows the outskirts of Sichuan
province in ruins after a deadly earthquake in 2008. The foreground of his
piece shows skinny dogs near several
women sitting on a bicycle cart.
Another contemporary artist that
is known for large-scale oil paintings
is the British artist Lynette YiadomBoakye. According to an article titled,
“An Introduction to Lynette YiadomBoakye,” Yiadom-Boakye paintings
mostly depict Black men and women
and have a timelessness quality, focusing on the person and their facial expression in the portrait. She says all of
her portraits are from her imagination
or people in magazines, according to
the article.
Yiadom-Boakye always leaves mystery in her artwork and invites viewers
to give their own interpretations of her

art, according to her newest exhibition
titled “Lynette Yiadom-Boakye: Fly in
League with the Night,” which features
her artwork since 2003. One of her most
famous paintings is in her League with
the Night gallery. The painting pictures
a close-up portrait of a Black man on
an abstract green background. Around
the subject’s neck is a cream-colored
neck ruffle. According to a video titled
“Lynette Yiadom-Boakye: Fly in League
with the Night,” there is no explanation
for the neck ruffle, which is open for the
viewer’s interpretation.
Arghavan Khosravi depicts growing
up in Iran through a blend of contemporary, political and cultural elements.
Her paintings are inspired by surrealism and include visual illusions, people,
monuments, human rights and Iranian
textiles, according to Residency Unlimited, a non-profit organization that
focuses on spreading contemporary art.
In 2015, Khosravi traveled to the U.S.
to pursue her master’s in painting but
later was unable to return to Iran due
to the Muslim travel ban, according to
The New Yorker.
Khosravi’s frustration led her to start
painting on Iranian textiles, creating
some of her most famous paintings. In
2020 she released an exhibition titled

“This Shall Also Pass,” displaying both
human and women’s rights. Her gallery pictures several different women
on different panels. Each panel has a
different theme about women’s empowerment. For example, one panel showed
a woman with glass breaking in front of
her face and arms tied up, symbolizing
women’s right to freedom of expression.
Other themes of her paintings include
how women have evolved and how they
serve as a symbol of power by fighting
against censorship, according to a site
titled, “Arghavan Khosravi at Stems
Gallery.”
It is impossible to talk about all contemporary artists, but a show that can
tell you a little more about contemporary art can be found at art21.org.ttps://
art21.org.
It is inspiring to hear how different
artists express themselves in contemporary art. While researching about
these artists, I came across this quote
from contemporary artist and activist
Ai Weiwei which resonates with what
contemporary art is at its core.
“Expressing oneself is a part of being
human,” Ai Weiwei said. “To be deprived of a voice is to be told you are
not a participant in society; ultimately
it is a denial of humanity.”
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Photo of the Day | Stay positive

A small black mailbox sits under a small wooden sign that reads “Be kind, Be open, Be empathetic.” The box, located near Swan Lake, is filled with both blank and filled journals
intended for people passing by to fill them with drawings, poems or words of encouragement. The journals are a reminder to practice empathy and openess to promote positive
change. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUSN

Stop Sleeping on
Your Health: You’re
worth more than that

Crossword

by Kate Lee

CONTRIBUTOR
katherine.h.lee@uconn.edu

The death of democracy in Israel
ISRAEL, cont. from p. 4
But let’s look at someone else
who, unlike most of the Israeli people who disagree with this extremist
agenda, has his reasons to negotiate
with the new parliament members:
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Having been indicted in three
cases of fraud, breach of trust and
bribery, Netanyahu can no longer

rely on the moderate and centrist
parties to stand by him. So, like
usual, democracy has died in Israel, which very clearly seeks to crush
the Palestinians.
Netanyahu’s corruption trial has
just begun, and if convicted he will
be forced from office, but, even if he
is removed, what is likely to change?
The extremists’ policies are already
growing popular among the people.
Let’s also not forget that Arab repre-

sentation dropped during elections.
Chances are that voters are just left
unsure if voting will make a difference by this point.
The relationship between Palestine and Israel has always held an
uncertain future, but now it seems a
bit more clear. It’s likely that violence
will increase as Israeli settlers attack
Palestinians, children are gunned
down and, even without Netanyahu,
extremists stay stronger.

Are you getting enough sleep?
Most adults require seven to nine
hours of nightly sleep for optimal
function; however, you don’t need
to know this statistic to be painfully
aware of any deficits. While acute
lack of sleep causes temporary
physical and cognitive impairment,
leading to difficulty concentrating and memorizing information,
chronic lack of sleep can have serious consequences.
Consistent sleep deprivation can
lead to a tolerance of sorts, causing a person to become unaware of
the impact their sleep deficits are
having on their brain and body.
Lack of sleep has been linked to an
increased risk for serious medical
conditions such as obesity, high
blood pressure, type 2 diabetes,
heart disease, stroke and cancer.
Lack of sleep is also known to exacerbate mental health conditions.
For example, poor sleep is one of the
most common triggers of a manic
episode in people with bipolar disorder, which can be life-threatening
depending on the severity of a given
individual’s condition.
Despite the severity of these concerns, the culture of college and the
workforce has historically blatantly
ignored the importance of sleep and
strongarmed people into a lifestyle
of chronic sleep deprivation in order to keep up with everyone else,
even though well-rested students
and employees are ultimately the
most productive. In college, staying
up late every night to study or pulling an all-nighter to finish a project
is considered the norm. It’s part of
the lifestyle, older adults have told
me. Your body is young and can
handle it.
Virtually no one is going to die
from one all-nighter, but are college
students really thriving? Around
1,100 college students commit suicide each year, making it the second
leading cause of death amongst this
demographic. Around 12% of college students report the occurrence
of suicidal ideations at some point
in their university career. Students
who must work long hours or care
for family members in addition to
attending school are more likely
to suffer from sleep deprivation,
causing them to fall behind academically, further cementing socioeconomic divisions as a degree is
often (although not always) needed
for higher-paying jobs. Ultimately,
everyone suffers from a system that
does not have their best interests
in mind, but at the end of the day it
is minority groups, be it by mental

health condition, class or ethnicity,
who are weeded out without the
needed advocacy to make positive
change.
Why should the culture of college
deem sleep deprivation as “quirky”
or even a badge of honor, signifying one who has worked hard and
pushed themselves to the breaking
point without tipping over the edge?
Why must learning occur on a tightrope, with assignments on one side
and physical and mental health on
the other?
Resources need to be provided to
educate students about the importance of maintaining a manageable
course load. More funding needs to
be provided to mental health organizations on campus, and if a student has a mental health condition
that cannot be treated at this level
of care, they must be provided the
resources to contact professionals
outside the school. Change should
also be done on a class-by-class
basis, educating professors about
the impact of sleep deprivation on
students’ health and holding them
accountable to assigning tasks in
reasonable increments.

More funding needs to
be provided to mental
health organizations
on campus, and if a
student has a mental
health condition that
cannot be treated at
this level of care, they
must be provided the
resources to contact
professionals outside
the school.
Creating a daily routine and committing to a specific bedtime can
help maintain good sleep hygiene.
Figuring out what is getting in the
way of doing assignments early will
benefit not only your sleep but also
the amount of free time in your waking hours. Reaching out for help if
you are unable to fit sleep into your
schedule, be that through the Centers for Students with Disabilities,
individual professors or a therapist, might ultimately save your life
down the road. A test the next day
seems more pressing than longterm physical and mental health,
but bad habits always catch up to
us. A resume is a piece of paper. You
are worth way more than that.
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Sixers end trip without Embiid by beating Cavs 114-94
CLEVELAND (AP) — Before
the Sixers went on the road without him, Joel Embiid asked his
teammates to keep winning and
stay on top of the Eastern Conference.
The big man got his wish.
Shake Milton scored 27 points,
Dwight Howard had 18 points
and 15 rebounds, and Philadelphia finished a six-game road trip
without their injured MVP candidate center by beating the Cleveland Cavaliers 114-94 on Thursday
night.
The Sixers, who were beaten
twice by the Cavs earlier this season, went 4-2 on their trip as they
wait for Embiid to get back from
a knee injury. They also kept pace
in their tight race with Brooklyn
for the East’s No. 1 seed.
“We did a good job of holding
the fort down without the big fella,” said forward Tobias Harris.
Seth Curry made five 3-pointers
and scored 19 points, and Milton’s
scoring off the bench helped offset an off night for Ben Simmons,
who went just 2 of 11 from the floor
but had 13 rebounds. Howard
made 6 of 7 shots while matching
his season-high.
Philly’s bench outscored Cleveland’s 65-26, and the Sixers
wrapped up a trip that could have
gone the other direction sans Embiid.
“That was a heck of a trip for
us,” said Sixers coach Doc Rivers,
acknowledging earlier this season
his team would have collapsed
without Embiid. “I think we’re on
the other side now. Now our guys
don’t care. They just win.”
Philadelphia’s defense clamped
down on Cleveland in the third
quarter, holding the Cavs to 17
points and just 38 in the second
half. The Sixers pulled away early in the fourth thanks to two
3-pointers from Milton, who went
5 of 7 beyond the arc.

Collin Sexton scored 24 points
to lead the Cavs, who welcomed
back forward Kevin Love. The
five-time All-Star played in just
his fifth game this season because
of a calf strain and finished with
13 points in 20 minutes — only five
after halftime.
Matthew Dellavedova made his
season debut for Cleveland after
being out with a concussion and
appendectomy. The crowd favorite didn’t score but had five assists
in 16 minutes.
Embiid missed his 10th straight
game with a bone bruise in his
left knee, an injury he sustained
dunking on March 12.
He’s close to returning — Saturday’s game against Minnesota
seems likely — and the Sixers are
expected to provide a medical update Friday on their talented big
man, who was one of the MVP
frontrunners before he got hurt.
While they missed him, the Sixers also figured out some things
without Embiid as Philly’s reserves were forced to play a larger
role.
“When we add Joel back, it will
be lights out,” Howard said.
Love wasted no time making an
impact.
After getting a warm ovation,
Love made his first three shots,
two of them 3-pointers, and
scored 10 points in the first quarter. He was on a minutes restriction, but coach J.B. Bickerstaff inserted him back in the game in the
second quarter when it appeared
the 32-year-old was still catching
his breath.
Love said the injury was the
most frustrating of his career.
“The joy of being out there and
finally feeling like myself again
made me happy,” he said.
Love and Dellavedova gave the
Cavs much needed depth as forward Larry Nance Jr. (illness),
center Jarrett Allen (concussion)

Philadelphia 76ers’ Shake Milton (18) goes up for a shot between Cleveland Cavaliers’ Taurean Prince
(12) and Lamar Stevens (8) during the second half of an NBA basketball game Thursday, April 1, 2021, in
Cleveland.
PHOTO BY RON SCHWANE/AP

and forward Dylan
(knee) were all out.

Windler

TIP-INS
76ers: Improved to 7-3 without
Embiid. ... Rivers will do his best
to balance rest and health down
the stretch but made it clear Philadelphia will “want to get” the top
seed. ... One of the game’s most revered coaches, Rivers has enjoyed
being a mentor to younger coaches across the league. He also loves

to pick their brains. “I’m tired of
hearing the same old ideas,” he
cracked.
Cavaliers: Love and Dellavedova missed a combined 90 games,
depriving the Cavs of experience
and on-court leadership. ... Bickerstaff has talked to Darius Garland about being more of a vocal
leader, which doesn’t come naturally to the 21-year-old. “It’s not in
his nature,” Bickerstaff said. “He’s
a leader by example mostly.”...
Garland is one of just six players

in the Eastern Conference averaging at least 16 points, five assists
and shooting better than 39% on
3-pointers and 83% from the line.
UP NEXT
76ers: Return home and host
the Timberwolves on Saturday.
Cavaliers: Visit Miami on Friday looking to end an inexplicable
19-game losing streak in South
Florida. Cleveland last won in Miami on Jan. 25, 2010.

Iowa’s Luka Garza named AP
men’s college player of the year
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Luka
Garza knew what everyone expected before returning for a final run as Iowa’s unquestioned
star.
Pressure? Garza felt it, all
right, enough to know his mental health required the same attention as his game.
“I needed meditation to lean
on, to be able to mainly just go
out there and be myself and not
worry about anything else,” Garza said.
That best explains why the
6-foot-11, 265-pound senior is
The Associated Press men’s college basketball national player of
the year after finishing second
last season. He was the runaway
choice for the award announced
Thursday, receiving 50 of 63
votes from AP Top 25 voters.
Ayo Dosunmu, who led Illinois
to the Big Ten Tournament title
and a No. 1 NCAA seed, was second with six votes, followed by
Oklahoma State freshman Cade
Cunningham with three. Gonzaga’s Corey Kispert and Baylor’s
Jared Butler each earned two
votes.
Garza ranked second nationally by averaging 24.1 points
with 8.7 rebounds. He improved
shooting percentages across the
board – including going from
36% on 3-pointers last year to
44% – and his assist-to-turnover ratio after working on passing ahead of double- and triple-teams he knew would come
all season long.
Garza led the Hawkeyes to a
No. 2 seed in the NCAA Tournament, then accounted for nearly
half their points (36 of 80) in a
second-round upset loss to Oregon. The native of Washington,
D.C., finished as the career scoring leader (2,306) at Iowa, which
will retire his No. 55 jersey.
“We may never see another
one like him,” coach Fran McCaffery said.
Sure, he had the big numbers and helped the Hawkeyes
spend nearly the entire season

Iowa center Luka Garza (55) drives to the basket against Michigan State forward Marcus Bingham Jr.,
right, during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Iowa City, Iowa, in this Tuesday,
Feb. 2, 2021, file photo. Garza was named The Associated Press men’s basketball player of the year on
Thursday, April 1.
PHOTO BY CHARLIE NEIBERGALI/AP

in the top 10 nationally. But Garza figures the daily ritual of resetting his mind while focusing
on something as simple as his
breathing led to all of that — particularly in a season altered by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“You had to be in your house
quarantined, going to the
gym, going home,” Garza said.
“There’s no distraction. If you
play a bad game, that’s all you’re
thinking about. So you need to
be in a healthy mental space or
you would just let it eat at you –
especially a person like me who
thinks as much as I do.
“I needed it to be a daily thing
because I faced this anxiety every single day. It definitely became something that helped me
out a lot and contributed to my

being able to be there and be in
the moment every single game
and every single day.”
Garza was second to Dayton’s
Obi Toppin for last year’s award.
It was during that season that he
began gameday meditation at the
suggestion of his father, a former
player at Idaho.
As Frank Garza put it: “It’s worth
taking the mind to the gym.”
“Every player deals with that
performance anxiety and overthinking, so he was not immune
to it,” the elder Garza said. “But
what happened as the stakes got
higher, and the performance requirement was higher, the pressure becomes at the same level.
And if you’re not dealing with it,
that will consume you. That will
eat you alive.”

As a senior, Garza moved to
daily meditation, typically 20
to 25 minutes via Zoom with
his father and Frank’s business
partner, GuruGanesha Khalsa.
Pregame sessions sometimes
included some teammates, and
Luka also used the Calm meditation-and-sleep phone app.
“I got to a point where I was
waking up and I did a meditation every single day throughout
the season because it was a daily
thing that I was dealing with,” he
said. “I’d turn on the TV and my
name was being talked about. I
needed to be able to just focus on
what I wanted to accomplish as
a team.”
Some of that bled into games,
too, with Garza practicing
breathing exercises before free
throws or during timeouts.
He’s sticking with meditation, too, as he pursues an NBA
career. He has all the proof he
needs that it can work.
“There’s a lot of things in life
that you want to happen or want
to go better than they are and
everything like that,” he said.
“So it’s going to hit somebody at
some point, and it’s just a very
useful tool for really anybody.”

In this photo provided by the University of Iowa, Iowa NCAA college
basketball center Luka Garza (55) holds the 2021 AP Player of the
Year trophy on Wednesday, March 31, 2021, at Carver-Hawkeye
Arena in Iowa City, Iowa. Garza was named The Associated Press
men’s basketball player of the year on Thursday, April 1.
PHOTO BY BRIAN RAY/IOWA ATHLETICS VIA AP
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A UConn baseball player catches the ball in the outfield at Elliot Ballpark on Tuesday, March 30, 2021. The Huskies beat Boston College 12-0 to move their record to 10-12 on the season. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Softball set for a big series against DePaul
SOFTBALL, cont. from p. 12
DePaul is a team that is projected to finish second in the conference in preseason polls and they
have the pieces to do it. The Blue
Demons have four hitters batting over .300 in Jessica Cothern
(.373), Angela Scalzitti (.322), Kate
Polucha (.321) and Brooke Johnson (.313). Polucha leads the team
in home runs (five) and RBIs (15)
while Scalzitti has dominated in
steals with four on the year.
Not far behind them are both
Skylor Hilger and Maranda Gutierrez, who are both batting over
.280 and can bring the heat offensively as Gutierrez also has ten
RBIs.
On the mound, the two main
pitchers to look out for are Krista Dalgarn and Natalie Halvorson. Dalgarn, their alleged ace,
has started eight games and is
7-1 on the season with three complete games. Dalgarn has a 4.91
ERA having allowed 39 runs (30
earned) on 52 hits with 23 walks
and a team leading 50 strikeouts.
While she can start the first
game, Halvorson can take over
the second game and be a solid
member of the stable to look out
for. Halvorson has started seven games and has gone 3-3 with
a 5.48 ERA and two complete
games. Over 46 innings, Halvorson has allowed 29 runs (28

earned) on 53 hits with 28 strikeouts.
If the Blue Demons ever need
someone to back them up, they
have several options. Tori Meyer
has made one start, but in four
appearances, she has an ERA of
1.54 having allowed just two runs
over 11.2 innings.
The Blue Demons also have the
option to turn to Erin Hocker,
who is 0-2 in three appearances with seven runs (five earned)
over six hits with two walks and
no strikeouts.
As a team, the key thing to look
out for over the weekend will be
the middle innings of the game.
The Blue Demons have scored
nine runs in the third inning
while allowing just four, and 26
runs in the fourth inning while
surrendering just eight. The outer ends of innings are either split
down the middle or favor DePaul,
but if the Blue Demons get a rally in the fourth, then the game
might be over right then and
there.
The first two games will take
place today with first pitch at 12
p.m. Central for the first game
and the second game commencing at 2:00 p.m. The final game
in the series occurs tomorrow at
11 a.m. Central (12 p.m. Eastern).
All games are available via DePaul’s website and live stats will
be provided.

A UConn softball player waits in the box for a pitch in UConn’s 1-0 win over Butler on Sunday, March 28,
2021, in Storrs. This weekend, the Huskies go on the road to take on DePaul.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Chris Beard leaving Texas Tech for Texas to replace Smart

Texas Tech head coach Chris Beard signals to his team as they
played against Arkansas in the first half of a second-round game
in the NCAA men’s college basketball tournament at Hinkle Fieldhouse in Indianapolis, Sunday, March 21, 2021.
PHOTO BY MICHAEL CONROY/AP

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas
snatched Chris Beard away from
Big 12 rival Texas Tech to revive a
men’s basketball program starved
for postseason success.
By bolting to Austin, its seems
Beard left some rough feelings out
on the high plains of the Lone Star
State.
“It’s been a whirlwind of a day,”
Beard said Thursday in a statement
released by Texas. “It’s a difficult
and emotional day in a lot of ways
as I leave Texas Tech, a place where
I’m very appreciative of not only my
five years as a head coach but also
my 10 years as an assistant. I owe so
much to Texas Tech University.”
Texas didn’t announce the hire
until after Texas Tech athletic director Kirby Hocutt discussed it in
a mid-afternoon conference that
dripped with frustration after news
of the move began to leak.
Hocutt said Tech officials had engaged Beard about a longterm contract, but never had an opportunity
to counter the Texas offer. The Tech
AD said Beard told him he was
ready for a new challenge.
“Frustration?
Absolutely.
Disappointment?
Absolutely,”
Hocutt said. “You know, you work

along(side) somebody for five years
and you invest into this program
and you grow this program. And,
of course his leadership had a great
deal to do with that. But, you know,
at the same time there are other
components that have led to the
success of Texas Tech basketball.”
Hocutt said Beard told him “he
was ready for another challenge.
I don’t fully understand it. It obviously wasn’t for better fan support
or better facilities. He told me it was
not for financial reasons.” He added that Texas Tech was prepared to
give Beard a “lifetime rolling contract.”
“And you have somebody that
then walks away to go to an in-conference school, an in-state school,”
he said. “Absolutely, that frustrates
you. Heck yeah it does.”
Texas did not immediately release terms of Beard’s deal with
the Longhorns, but it was clear the
school has coveted athe coach who
led the Red Raiders to an NCAA
Tournament runner-up finish two
years ago.
“We’ve all seen what he’s done
in building Texas Tech into a national force, recognize his wealth
of knowledge and experience, and

his track record at every place he’s
been is extraordinary,” Texas athletic director Chris Del Conte said.
At Texas, Beard will replace Shaka Smart, who left after six seasons
for Marquette after failing to lead
the Longhorns past the first round
of the tournament in three appearances.
Beard, 48, will be expected to
produce consistent postseason success the Longhorns never achieved
under Smart, who had led VCU to
the Final Four in 2011 and was one
of the hot names in coaching when
Texas hired him.
Beard was 112-55 in five seasons
with the Red Raiders. He was
named The Associated Press coach
of the year in 2019 as he guided Texas Tech to a 31-7 finish and lost to
Virginia in the national championship game. The Red Raiders made it
to the second round of this season’s
tournament.
The Longhorns last made the Final Four in 2003 but made tournament appearances 16 times under
Rick Barnes from 1999 to 2015 and
reached the regional finals in 2006
and 2008. Texas hasn’t made it out
of the first weekend of the tournament since then.
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Field Hockey: Huskies playing
Villanova this weekend
by Karthik Iyer

STAFF WRITER
karthik.iyer@uconn.edu

After two blowout wins against
Quinnipiac, the UConn women’s
field hockey team now turns their
attention to the Villanova Wildcats. Historically speaking, it’s
hard to call this matchup a rivalry
because the Huskies have dominated, winning 32 of the 38 alltime matches, including winning
the last 10 straight encounters. In
fact, the last time the Huskies lost
to the Villanova Wildcats was in
2007, when UConn lost the match
at home in Storrs by a margin of
just one goal.
In all the recent matchups
against Villanova, the offense has
controlled the tempo of the game
and put up stellar numbers. The
Huskies average 4.18 goals per
game in this matchup. They even
outdid themselves and surpassed
this stat line during their last
matchup on Oct. 18, 2019, when
the Huskies gave the Wildcats a
crushing 7-0 defeat.
Even with history on their side,
there is no reason to underestimate the Villanova Wildcats.
Every regular season game is
an opportunity for the Huskies
to get better and each opponent

has to be treated like a challenge
for them to keep improving and
playing field hockey the right way
— the Husky way. This is the definition of a tune-up game, but that
doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be taken
seriously.
One of Villanova’s biggest
strengths is their shot accuracy.
They connect on 60.2% of their
shots on goal. In comparison,
UConn connects on 63% of their
shots on goal. They are able to
generate many of these opportunities by playing aggressive defense. This is evident by the Wildcats already registering 131 fouls
on the season thus far. This aggression allows them to translate
pivotal stops into quality offensive
opportunities. While this should
not be the biggest concern to the
Huskies, they must be on guard
and ready to match this intensity
to secure the win. The Huskies
should feel confident going into
this game, and I am sure that they
will do UConn nation proud once
again this week.
Make sure to tune in on Husky
Live to support the women’s field
hockey team in their two weekend matches against the Villanova
Wildcats on both Saturday, April
3 at noon and Sunday, April 4 at
noon as well.

by Ben Berg

STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

A UConn field hockey player battles with a Quinnipiac player during
UConn’s 8-0 win on Sunday, March 28, 2021. The Huskies play Villanova
this weekend. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Baseball hosting UMass this
weekend at Elliot Ballpark
BASEBALL, cont. from p. 12

Chris Winkel (11) celebrates with his teammates after hitting a home
run in UConn’s 12-0 win over Boston College on Tuesday, March 30,
2021. The Huskies take on UMass this weekend. PHOTO BY MATT PICKETT, GRAB
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s Soccer
Preview:
UConn
desperate to
get back in
win column
against
Georgetown
during home
stretch

UMass is going to have their
work cut out for them this weekend against a hot UConn squad.
The Minutemen aren’t a very
good offensive team, hitting just
.208 as a whole. The only player hitting over .300 is freshman
catcher Mike Gervasi, who’s
hitting .315 with one home run,
five doubles and 10 RBIs. Junior
third baseman Aidan Wilde is
also having a good year, hitting
.286 and leading the team with
a .905 OPS. The rest of the team,
however, are all batting under
.230.
On the mound, UMass’ top
pitcher Jack Steele has not been
great. In four starts, he’s 2-2
with a 7.65 ERA, and opponents

are hitting .307 off him. However, the Minutemen have gotten
encouraging starts from Ben
Shields and Daniel Livnat, as
well as quality performances
from Tucker Wittman and Matt
Aronson out of the bullpen.
Still, one has to think the Huskies have the advantage in this
series in all areas, especially how
the teams look coming in. UConn
is playing its best ball of the season while UMass has lost four in
a row. But these two programs
have a lot of history, with UConn
leading the all-time series 92-733, dating all the way back to 1900.
This weekend should be another fun one between two oldtime New England rivals. With a
sweep, the Huskies could finally
get their record above .500 for
the first time all year.

On Saturday, the UConn
men’s soccer team (1-5-1, 0-51 Big East) will continue their
four-game road trip in an afternoon showdown with the
Georgetown Hoyas (5-0-2, 5-02 Big East). The Huskies have
not won since Feb. 16.
The 2021 season has not gone
as the Huskies would have
hoped thus far. Longtime head
coach Ray Reid took a leave of
absence due to personal family
matters after their 3-0 opening
day win over Sacred Heart and
the team has not won since,
going 0-5-1 in the span with
only one goal scored. It’s been
a very challenging season in
Storrs, and with only three
games remaining, UConn has
to get it going in a hurry.
The Huskies do hold a respectable 14-11-4 lifetime record against Georgetown. Unfortunately, that record drops
to 4-9-1 when on the road,
where Saturday’s game will be
played. These teams have not
played since 2019.
Meanwhile, Georgetown is in
the midst of an excellent campaign, having not lost a game
all season. They are out-scoring their opponents 13-4 in seven games. Leading the way for
the Hoyas is sophomore midfielder Dante Polvara, who has
four goals and nine assists on
the season. Slowing down Polvara will be the key to UConn’s
defensive game plan.
Saturday’s contest will tip off
at 1 p.m. EST.

UConn Women’s Soccer Preview: Huskies
take on a Seton Hall with nothing to lose
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
STAFF WRITER
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

The UConn women’s soccer team
will travel to New Jersey to take on Seton Hall at the Owen T. Carroll Field
on Saturday, April 3 at 11 a.m. The
Huskies (7-2-1, 5-2-1 Big East) will look
to extend their winning streak to four
games, while the Pirates (2-7-0, 1-7-0
Big East) will be hopeful to get a victory in a season that’s all but lost.
Both squads met earlier in the season when UConn hosted Seton Hall at
the Joseph J. Morrone Stadium. It was
a night to forget for the Pirates, as they
lost 5-0 to the Huskies.
Since then, UConn has only continued to improve. Head coach Margaret
Rodriguez’s squad currently sits at No.
2 in the East Division, with undefeated
Georgetown at the top. Things aren’t
so promising for Pirates head coach
Ciara Crinion and her squad, who
currently sit in last place in the East
Division with only one two wins on
the season.
If the Big East tournament were to
start today, UConn would be No. 2,
which would put the team in a very
promising position to win it all. Nevertheless, they can’t take their two remaining games for granted, as Providence is only one game back from the
Huskies at No. 3, and they won their
last game.
For UConn, failure to win either of
their final two matches would mean

Isabelle Lynch of the UConn women’s soccer team battles with a Villanova player in UConn’s 3-0 win on
March 25, 2021. The Huskies will play Seton Hall this weekend. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, ASSOCIATE VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

that destiny would not lie in their own
hands. While one expects an easy victory for UConn, Seton Hall cannot be
taken lightly, as they have nothing to
lose; the pressure is all on the Huskies.
The Huskies have limited their opponents to four total goals this season,
while their defense has made life easier for goalkeeper Randi Palacios, who
has only had to make 33 saves this season. Although that may seem high, the
Husky strike force of Yamilee Eveillard, Kess Elmore and Jada Konte have
forced 48 total saves out of opposition
goalkeepers. Clearly, the backline of
Jacqueline Harnett, Melina Couzis,
Julia Petrillo and Kara Long have done
an excellent job, as Palacios has 15 less
saves than opposition goalkeepers.
Forwards Eveillard, Elmore and Isabelle Lynch all lead the team in goals
with three. Moreover, Konte has yet to
score a goal, but has three assists on
the season and has shown to be effective at opening up space for her fellow
strikers.
Jessica Mazo has two goals and two
assists, and usually serves the outlet
on a counter attack, in the hopes that
she can play Eveillard, Elmore or Konte through on goal. Lucy Cappadona
has two goals on the season, and can
create something out of nothing in a
matter of seconds.
Overall, the Pirates will do everything in their power to avoid another
thrashing, which means UConn must
be ready for an aggressive squad that’s
looking for vengeance.
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Women’s Basketball Preview: Huskies
set to face Arizona in Final Four

by Ben Berg

STAFF WRITER
benjamin.berg@uconn.edu

This Friday, April 2, the No. 1
UConn women’s basketball team
will face off against the No. 3 Arizona Wildcats with a chance to
clinch a berth in the finals for the
first time since 2016.
The Huskies enter Friday’s Final Four matchup with a 1-0 lifetime record against the Wildcats,
which came in 1998, so there’s not
much of a rivalry there. Instead,
these teams will be forging a new
rivalry as they square off with
championship aspirations on the
line. Arizona is a quality team
who have held all four of their
previous tournament opponents
to below 60 points. Head coach
Geno Auriemma said, “I could
think of a lot of other teams I’d
rather be playing [Friday] night,
trust me on that.”
UConn guard Paige Bueckers was named the Associated
Press Player of the Year, becoming the ninth different player in
UConn history and the first college freshman ever to take home
the award. She is averaging 22.5
points, 6.5 rebounds, 4.5 assists

and 2.5 steals per-game through
her first four tournament games.
Auriemma said, “It’s a result of
Paige’s individual excellence,
what’s done and what she’s done
for our team and getting us here
to the Final Four, and how dominant she’s been in the biggest
games we’ve played.”
Arizona boasts perhaps UConn’s greatest individual challenge yet in senior guard Aari
McDonald, who averaged 19.3
points, 5.1 rebounds, 4.5 assists
and 2.7 steals-per-game in 21
regular season games. She has
scored over 30 points in backto-back games entering Friday’s
contest. “Our staff feels like this
is probably the most dominant
guard that we will have played
against this year. No question,”
Auriemma said.
UConn’s defense may receive
a boost on Friday though as
freshman guard Nika Muhl has
resumed basketball activities after missing three straight games
with an ankle injury. She will be
a game-time decision that could
prove to be UConn’s X factor if
she plays.
The game will begin at 9:30
p.m. EDT.

UConn head coach Geno Auriemma talks with guard Christyn Williams (13) in the second half against the
Baylor Lady Bears in the Elite Eight of the 2021 Women’s NCAA Tournament at the Alamodome. The Huskies
play Arizona on Friday in the Final Four. PHOTO BY KIRBY LEE/USA TODAY

Baseball: Huskies set to match Softball: Huskies set
up with UMass this weekend for critical showdown
with DePaul
by Cole Stefan

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

UConn shortstop Zach Bushling connects with a hit in the Huskies’ 12-0 win over Boston College on Tuesday,
March 30, 2021. The Huskies will host UMass in a three-game series this weekend at Elliot Ballpark. PHOTO BY
MATT PICKETT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn baseball team is heating up. After a rough start to the
season against some really good opponents, the Huskies have hit their
stride in the regional games. They
have gone 5-1 in the last six games
to bring their record to 10-12 on the
season.
This weekend, they will play the
UMass Minutemen (7-9) in a threegame series at Elliot Ballpark. The
games will be at 3 p.m. on Friday
and a doubleheader starting at
noon on Saturday.
The Huskies are coming off a

dominating 12-0 win over Boston
College on Tuesday, while the Minutemen dropped their home opener
to Holy Cross 7-6 on Wednesday. In
terms of common opponents so far
this season, the only one is Central
Connecticut State, who UConn beat
2-0 on March 23 and UMass lost to
8-6 on March 9.
The Huskies have been rolling recently. In Tuesday’s win, they got 13
hits from up and down the lineup,
including two home runs by Chris
Winkel and another bomb by Kyler Fedko. Fedko has been scorching hot and is currently slashing
.388/.625/.443, leading the regular
starters in all three categories. Winkel meanwhile has earned his way

back into the starting lineup after a
bad start to the season and has been
hitting the ball well and playing
great defense in center field.
The biggest change has been the
pitching. Pat Gallagher has been
terrific in his past two starts. Austin Peterson has been throwing the
ball really well. With the exception
of a late-inning blunder by Colby
Dunlop in the series finale against
URI, the bullpen has been really
solid in this stretch as well. UConn’s ace Ben Casparius didn’t have
his best outing last Friday, so he
will look to bounce back in the series opener this weekend.

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s Soccer
Wednesday

vs.
Women’s Basketball, Friday,
9:30 p.m.
San Antonio, TX

vs.

1

4

vs.
Baseball, Friday, 3 p.m.
Elliot Ballpark

See BASEBALL, p. 11

See SOFTBALL, p. 10
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INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Danny Barletta

The UConn Huskies are back in
action this weekend as they are set
to take on the DePaul Blue Demons
in a three-game series.
The Huskies (13-10) are coming
off a sweep of the Butler Bulldogs
that saw them christen their new
ballpark including a ceremonial
first pitch from UConn President
Thomas Katsouleas.
The offense was clicking last
weekend and looks to repeat that
performance against the Blue Demons. Leading the way on offense
for the Huskies is redshirt junior
Hollis Wivell, who enters the series with a .360 average and is
second on the team with 11 stolen
bases.
Wivell is one of four Huskies
with 10 or more stolen bases this
season with the others being senior
Reese Guevarra (10 steals), senior
Brianna Marcelino (10 steals) and
junior Aziah James (team-leading
13 steals). These four have contributed to a franchise record for
single-season steals, breaking the
previous record set in 1996 prior to
the Butler series.
Big East Freshman of the Week
Jana Sanden also dominated last
week with a three-run home run,
and her .354 average is third on
the team. Sanden leads the team in
RBIs with 19 and is third in home
runs with five.
Also keep an eye out for junior
Sami Barnett, who returned in last
weekend’s series and had some
pretty timely hits. She brings the
power and the drive when the
team needs it most.

Speaking of power, leading
the way in home runs are both
Marcelino and graduate student
Devon Casazza, who have six each.
Casazza, who is batting .200 on the
season, has plated in 13 runs over
22 solid games, most of which have
been behind the plate.
While the hitting was one critical aspect of the Huskies’ sweep
last weekend, there was also the
pitching that outright dominated
everything in sight.
Freshman and Big East pitcher
of the Week Payton Kinney could
have thrown a shutout with her
eyes closed. Kinney struck out 14
(really 16) hitters over the weekend
both in relief and as a starter, going
the distance twice.
That weekend series just continued to show her dominance on the
mound. She leads the Big East with
89 strikeouts and has a 2.45 ERA
over 18 games and 13 starts. At 8-8,
Kinney should not be counted out,
she has thrown seven complete
games and has opponents batting
.193 against her.
There is also sophomore Meghan
O’Neill to keep an eye on. At 5-2,
O’Neill has a better winning percentage than Kinney, but she also
has an ERA of 3.11. This does not
mean that O’Neill does not always
have her stuff. She has thrown five
complete games and has sat down
24 hitters in 16 appearances. Look
for this tandem to have their work
cut out for them this weekend.
The Blue Demons (11-7) are coming off a win against Loyola Chicago after being unable to play Providence due to COVID-19 issues.

@uconnwbb

Paige. Bueckers.

@chrispkeating
LAMONT on ongoing COVID-19 battle:
“We’re gonna win, and the UConn
women are going to win.’’
UConn: It’s Coming

@NoEscalators
I’m stunned. He was a monster in the
paint and was a favorite to be first team
All Big East. And now he’s transferring?
Ughhhh what happened
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

