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Professor of physics awarded a Blaise Pascal Chaire
d’Excellence to conduct laser research in France
CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 5:09 p.m. on April. 6
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Residential Cases*

Cumulative
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by Naiela Suleiman
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naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

Nora Berrah, professor of Physics at the University of Connecticut, has been awarded the International Blaise Pascal Chaire
d’Excellence.
The award is a great honor
whose previous winners include
scientists and scholars from a wide
range of disciplines, including
multiple Nobel laureates, Elaina
Hancock said in UConn Today.
“The goal [of the award] is to
establish international collaborations and exchange, as well as
share science globally,” Hancock
said. “In Berrah’s case, the collaboration is between the U.S. and
France, and in particular between
UConn and the Commissariat à
l’énergie atomique et aux énergies
alternatives de Saclay (CEA, Paris
Saclay). The collaborative work is
aimed to push the frontiers of science, as well as enrich and facilitate international research.”
The award was intended to
support research in 2020, but the
COVID-19 pandemic put Berrah’s
plans on hold until September
2021.
“Berrah will be able to carry out
fundamental research in one of the

best attosecond laser labs in the world.
Attosecond lasers are, so far the fastest
laser that allows measurement in a 10
to 18 second time scale,” Hancock said.
“The research work will consist of investigating physical and chemical processes induced by absorption of laser
light (photons). Specifically, Berrah’s
research is to measure the time it takes
for electrons in biomolecules to move
from one end of a biomolecule to another.”
This process in the research, called
“Charge Migration,” is crucial to measure and determine the quantitative
timescale used to understand the physical processes that have a direct impact
on chemistry and biology, Hancock
wrote.
The Région ile-de-France selects four
laureates of high international standing
in their field of expertise every year. All
areas of research are included, such as
humanities, arts and sciences.
“Berrah was selected by the Blaise
Pascal Chaire Committee for the field
of Fundamental Physics,” Hancock
said. “Berrah is funded by the National
Science Foundation (NSF) to conduct
ultrafast research in her UConn lab
with femtosecond lasers (10-15 second).
She conducts attosecond research with
free-electron lasers at SLAC National
Laboratory, and this work is funded by
the Department of Energy, Basic Energy Sciences.”

Nora Berrah recently won a Blaise Pascal Chaire d’Excellence. Berrah was selected by the Blaise Pascal Chaire Committee for the field of fundamental physics. PHOTO COURTESY OF UCONN RESEARCH

UConn’s literary translation minor offers multicultural opportunities
by Jake Kelly

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

Starting in the spring 2020 semester, the University of Connecticut began offering a minor that allows students to explore literary translation
while learning how to interact with
people from other cultures or those
who speak different languages, according to the minor’s website.
The literary translation minor
is interdisciplinary, incorporating
many majors outside of its own department.
Translation classes, currently
capped at 90 students, will allow for
a hands-on environment in which
students can work closely with professors and classmates.
The prerequisite for the minor
is knowledge of a non-English language well enough to read literature
and translate it. Most students in the
program can be divided into three
categories: fluent in their first language, intermediate to fluent in their
heritage language and American students studying a foreign language.
The literary translation minor requires a minimum of 15 credits at
the 2000-level or above, with two
required translation courses (TRST
3010 and 3011), two literary or cultural courses from areas like Japanese
or German, and one creative writing
or related genre course from English
(ENGL 3701, 3703, 2407, 4407W).
Students may count up to six credit
hours in independent study in the
place of courses in literary and cultural or creative writing.
Peter Constantine, the director of
the literary translation minor, said
the program is popular because of
its low pressure and enjoyable environment, where students have
the opportunity to take classes they
wouldn’t normally take.
“I was surprised at how many
students come from outside litera-
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An overview of the English department building. The prerequisite for the minor is the knowledge of a non-English language.
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tures, cultures and languages, and
I think that’s because we’re fun. It’s
enjoyable, not high intensity; it’s like
a writing course without some of the
pressure,” Constantine said. “There
seems to be a lot of students who were
passionate about things like mathematics but are also passionate about
literature or culture, and this is one
way of really exploring that in a way
that’s useful academically.”
The purpose of the required courses
is to have students engage with literature and have the opportunity to gain
experience in fields like publishing,
translating or editing. Constantine described the minor as a whole as a “gateway to world culture and literature.”
Constantine added that having international cultural understanding
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is a unique skill and opens doors for
many areas, but specifically international relations, business, diplomacy
and education.
David Lassy, a sixth-semester Chinese and history major as well as
pursuing a literary translation minor,
said he’s been taught relevant skills
he can utilize post-grad. He plans to
teach English as a foreign language
as a career and continue his current
contemporary Chinese poetry translation work, Lassy discussed how the
minor helped him to improve both
his Chinese and English understanding and translating abilities, whether
it be reading comprehension or writing.
“The minor not only gave me a
better understanding of Mandarin
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idioms and cultures, but also developed my English writing abilities as I
worked to create accurate and colorful translations,” Lassy said. “Literary translation gave me an avenue to
improve my reading comprehension
in Mandarin. I’ve found it to be one
of the most helpful skills to combine
with language learning because the
study of one compliments the other.”
Professor Brian Sneeden also said
the global connectivity of the modern
world requires knowledge of other
cultures and the ability to interact
with those who are different from us.
“As our world becomes increasingly connected, it’s more important
than ever for students to gain skills
for navigating multilingual texts and
settings,” Sneedden said. “UConn’s
The Daily Campus
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Literary Translation Minor is designed to offer students comprehensive instruction in the major theoretical approaches to translation — while
putting those theories to practice creating our own literary translations.”
Sneeden emphasized the importance of having a skill for translating.
“Often our students find that the
skills for translating works of literature carry over to other types of
translation,” Sneeden said. “If you
can translate a nuanced text like a
poem, for instance, you’ll also likely
be able to translate a speech from a
politician, or a report for the United
Nations.”
Students interested in pursuing a
minor in literary translation should
contact program director Constantine.

Tweet of the Day
TRAVIS SCOTT
@trvisXX
So hot I can’t ﬁnd my
Easter forces today
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Study: Drought-breaking rains
more rare, erratic in US West

Police Blotter
All individuals charged with a
crime are innocent until proven
guilty. All information is provided by public records released by the
UConn Police Department.

March 31
Ziyad Fekri, 21, of Storrs, Connecticut was charged for two
counts of first-degree sexual assault and one count of first-degree unlawful restraint. On the
night of Feb. 13, a female UConn student victim hereinafter
referred to as V1, responded to
the UConn Police headquarters to report being assaulted
by a male UConn student she
was in an intimate relationship
with. An investigation revealed
that UConn student Fekri was
responsible for assaulting V1.
Following Fekri’s arrest, UConn Police continued an investigation where it was determined
that Fekri was responsible for a
number of violent assaults over
the course of a month-long period against the V1. Probable
cause was developed on March
26. UConn Police secured an arrest warrant but failed to locate
Fekri at his assigned university
housing. The Federal Bureau
of Investigation assisted UConn Police, which revealed Fekri
was staying with friends in Elmsford, New York. Fekri was
charged as a fugitive by Greenburg Police. His bond is set at
$500,000 and his court date was
April 01.

April 01
Andy Lin, 19, of Marlborough,
Connecticut, was charged with
first-degree reckless burning,
third-degree criminal mischief
and second-degree breach of
peace. Lin surrendered to UConn Police on an active arrest
warrant signed by GA 19. The
warrant stems from a previous
incident on Feb. 17 where Lin set
fires at three separate locations
on the University of Connecticut
Storrs campus. His bond is set
at $25,000 and his court date is
April 12.
April 02
Cristian Ghetu, 20, of Norwalk, Connecticut, was charged
with third-degree reckless burning, third-degree criminal mischief and third-degree breach
of peace. Ghetu surrendered to
UConn Police on an active arrest warrant signed by GA 19.
The warrant stems from a previous incident on Feb. 17 where
Ghetu set fires at three separate
locations on the University of
Connecticut Storrs campus. His
bond is set at $25,000 and his
court date is April 12.

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) —
Rainstorms grew more erratic
and droughts much longer across
most of the U.S. West over the past
half-century as climate change
warmed the planet, according
to a sweeping government study
released Tuesday that concludes
the situation is worsening.
The most dramatic changes were recorded in the desert
Southwest, where the average dry
period between rainstorms grew
from about 30 days in the 1970s
to 45 days between storms now,
said Joel Biederman, a research
hydrologist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Southwest
Watershed Research Center in
Tucson, Arizona.
The consequences of the intense dry periods that pummeled
areas of the West in recent years
were severe — more intense and
dangerous wildfires, parched
croplands and not enough vegetation to support livestock and
wildlife. And the problem appears to be accelerating, with

rainstorms becoming increasingly unpredictable, and more
areas showing longer intervals
between storms since the turn of
the century compared to prior decades, the study concludes.
The study comes with almost
two-thirds of the contiguous U.S.
beset by abnormally dry conditions. Warm temperatures forecast for the next several months
could make it the worst spring
drought in almost a decade, affecting roughly 74 million people
across the U.S., the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said.
Water use cutbacks, damaged
wheat crops, more fires and lower reservoirs in California and the
Southwest are possible, weather
service and agriculture officials
have warned. Climate scientists
are calling what’s happening
in the West a continuation of a
“megadrought” that started in
1999.
While previous research documented a decline in total rain-

fall for much of the West, the
work by Biederman and colleagues put more focus on when
that rain occurs. That has significant implications for how much
water is available for agriculture
and plants such as grasses that
have shallow roots and need a
steadier supply of moisture than
large trees.
“Once the growing season
starts, the total amount of rainfall is important. But if it comes
in just a few large storms, with
really long dry periods in between, that can have really detrimental consequences,” study
co-author Biederman said in an
interview.
The total amount of rain in a
year doesn’t matter to plants —
especially if rains come mostly
in heavy bursts with large runoff — but consistent moisture
is what keeps them alive, said
UCLA meteorologist Daniel
Swain, who writes a weather
blog about the West and was not
part of the study.

April 05
April 05
Ian Connolly, 19, of Trumbull,
Connecticut was charged with
third-degree reckless burning,
third-degree criminal mischief and
third-degree breach of peace. His
bond is set at $25,000 and his court
date was April 05.

In this March 10, 2021, file photo, a woman strolls along the beach under rain clouds in Seal Beach,
Calif. Rainstorms grew more erratic and droughts much longer across most of the U.S. West over the
past half-century as climate change warmed the planet, according to a sweeping government study
released, Tuesday, April 6, 2021, that concludes the situation in the region is worsening. PHOTO BY JAE C.
HONG, /AP

Police official: Chauvin trained to avoid neck pressure
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Minneapolis police are taught to restrain
combative suspects with a knee
on their back or shoulders if necessary but are told to “stay away
from the neck when possible,” a
department use-of-force instructor testified Tuesday at former Officer Derek Chauvin’s murder trial.
Lt. Johnny Mercil became the
latest member of the Minneapolis
force to take the stand as part of an
effort by prosecutors to dismantle
the argument that Chauvin was
doing what he was trained to do
when he put his knee on George
Floyd’s neck last May.
Several experienced officers, including the police chief himself,
have testified that Floyd should
not have been kept pinned to the
pavement for close to 9 1/2 minutes by prosecutors’ reckoning as
the Black man lay face-down, his
hands cuffed behind his back.
According to testimony and re-

cords submitted Tuesday, Chauvin
took a 40-hour course in 2016 on
how to recognize people in crisis —
including those suffering mental
problems or the effects of drug use
— and how to use de-escalation
techniques to calm them down.
Sgt. Ker Yang, the Minneapolis
police official in charge of crisis-intervention training, said officers
are taught to “slow things down
and re-evaluate and reassess.”
Records show Chauvin also
underwent training in the use of
force in 2018. Mercil said those
who attended were taught that the
sanctity of life is a cornerstone of
departmental policy and that officers must use the least amount of
force required to get a suspect to
comply.
Under cross-examination by
Chauvin attorney Eric Nelson,
Mercil testified that officers are
trained in some situations to use
their knee across a suspect’s back
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or shoulder and employ their body
weight to maintain control.
But Mercil added: “We tell officers to stay away from the neck
when possible.”
Nelson has argued that the nowfired white officer “did exactly
what he had been trained to do
over his 19-year career,” and he has
suggested that the illegal drugs in
Floyd’s system and his underlying
health conditions are what killed
him, not Chauvin’s knee.
In fact, Nelson sought to point
out moments in the video footage
when he said Chauvin’s knee did
not appear to be on Floyd’s neck.
Nelson showed Mercil several images taken from officers’
body-camera videos, asking after each one whether it showed
Chauvin’s knee appearing to rest
more on Floyd’s back, shoulder or
shoulder blades than directly on
Floyd’s neck. Mercil often agreed.
Nelson acknowledged the imag-

es were difficult to make out. They
were taken at different moments
during Floyd’s arrest, starting
about four minutes after he was
first pinned to the ground, according to time stamps on the images.
In other testimony, Jody Stiger,
a Los Angeles Police Department
sergeant serving as a prosecution
use-of-force expert, said officers
were justified in using force while
Floyd was resisting their efforts to
put him in a squad car. But once
he was on the ground and stopped
resisting, “at that point the officers
… should have slowed down or
stopped their force as well.”
Stiger said that after reviewing
video of the arrest, “my opinion
was that the force was excessive.”
Chauvin, 45, is charged with
murder and manslaughter in
Floyd’s death May 25. Floyd, 46,
was arrested outside a neighborhood market after being accused
of trying to pass a counterfeit $20
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bill. A panicky-sounding Floyd
writhed and claimed to be claustrophobic as police tried to put
him in the squad car.
Bystander video of Floyd crying
that he couldn’t breathe as onlookers yelled at Chauvin to get off him
sparked protests around the U.S.
that descended into violence in
some cases.
Instead of closing ranks to protect a fellow officer behind what
has been dubbed the “blue wall of
silence,” some of the most experienced members of the Minneapolis
force have taken the stand to openly condemn Chauvin’s actions as
excessive.
Chauvin had been certified to
perform CPR, and Minneapolis
Officer Nicole Mackenzie, who
trains members of the force in
medical care, testified Tuesday
that department policy required
him to start aid before paramedics
arrived, if possible.
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Nearly half of new US virus infections are in just 5 states

In this March 29, 2021, file photo, people wearing face masks as a precaution against the coronavirus wait in line to receive COVID-19 vaccines at a site in Philadelphia. Nearly half
of new coronavirus infections nationwide are in just five states, including Pennsylvania — a situation that puts pressure on the federal government to consider changing how it distributes vaccines by sending more doses to hot spots. PHOTO BY MATT ROURKE /AP

Nearly half of new coronavirus
infections nationwide are in just five
states — a situation that is putting
pressure on the federal government
to consider changing how it distributes vaccines by sending more doses
to hot spots.
New York, Michigan, Florida,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey together reported 44% of the nation’s
new COVID-19 infections, or nearly
197,500 new cases, in the latest available seven-day period, according to
state health agency data compiled
by Johns Hopkins University. Total U.S. infections during the same
week numbered more than 452,000.
The heavy concentration of new
cases in states that account for 22%
of the U.S. population has prompted
some experts and elected officials
to call for President Joe Biden’s administration to ship additional vaccine doses to those places. So far, the
White House has shown no signs of
shifting from its policy of dividing
vaccine doses among states based
on population.
Sending extra doses to places
where infection numbers are climb-

ing makes sense, said Dr. Elvin H.
Geng, a professor in infectious diseases at Washington University. But
it’s also complicated. States that are
more successfully controlling the virus might see less vaccine as a result.
“You wouldn’t want to make those
folks wait because they were doing
better,” Geng said. “On the other
hand, it only makes sense to send
vaccines to where the cases are rising.”
The spike in cases has been especially pronounced in Michigan,
where the seven-day average of daily new infections reached 6,719 cases
Sunday — more than double what
it was two weeks earlier. Only New
York reported higher case numbers.
And California and Texas, which
have vastly larger populations than
Michigan, are reporting less than
half its number of daily infections.
Though Michigan has seen the
highest rate of new infections in the
past two weeks, Democratic Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer has said she
does not plan to tighten restrictions.
She has blamed the virus surge on
pandemic fatigue, which has people

moving about more, as well as more
contagious variants.
Whitmer got her first vaccine shot
Tuesday, the day after Michigan expanded eligibility to everyone 16 and
older. She asked the White House
last week during a conference call
with governors whether it has considered sending extra vaccine to
states battling virus surges. She was
told all options were on the table.
In New York City, vaccination appointments are still challenging to
get. Mayor Bill de Blasio has publicly
harangued the federal government
about the need for a bigger vaccine
allotment almost daily, a refrain he
repeated when speaking to reporters Tuesday.
“We still need supply, supply, supply,” de Blasio said, before adding,
“But things are really getting better.”
On the state level, Gov. Andrew
Cuomo has not called publicly for
an increase in New York’s vaccine
allotment, even as cases ticked up
in recent weeks and the number of
hospitalized people hit a plateau.
In New Jersey, where the seven-day rolling average of daily new

infections has risen over the past
two weeks, from 4,050 daily cases
to 4,250, Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy said he is constantly talking to
the White House about demand for
the coronavirus vaccine, though he
stopped short of saying he was lobbying for more vaccines because of
the state’s high infection rate.
Vaccine shipments to New Jersey
are up 12% in the last week, Murphy
said Monday, though he questioned
whether that’s enough.
“We constantly look at, OK, we
know we’re going up, but are we going up at the rate we should be, particularly given the amount of cases
we have?” Murphy said.
New virus variants are clearly one
of the drivers in the increase, said
Dr. Kirsten Bibbins-Domingo, chair
of the department of epidemiology
and biostatistics at the University of
California, San Francisco. Failure to
suppress the rise in cases will lead to
more people getting sick and dying,
she said, and drive increases in other parts of the country.
“More vaccine needs to be where
the virus is,” Bibbins-Domingo said,

adding that people should get over
the “scarcity mindset” that has them
thinking surging vaccine into one
place will hurt people elsewhere.
Former Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb
has urged the Biden administration to push additional coronavirus
shots into parts of the U.S. experiencing the most serious outbreaks,
including Michigan, New York and
New Jersey.
“I think what we need to do is try
to continue to vaccinate, surge vaccine into those parts of the country,”
Gottlieb said in a March 28 appearance on CBS’s “Face the Nation.”
“So the incremental vaccine that’s
coming onto the market, I think the
Biden administration can allocate
to parts of the country that look hot
right now.”
Talk of sending extra shots to
some states comes at a time when
the number of daily infections in the
U.S. has fallen dramatically compared to a January spike following
the holiday season. However, the
seven-day average of daily infections
been rising slowly since mid-March.

Biden makes all adults eligible for a vaccine on April 19
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden announced Tuesday
that he’s bumping up his deadline
by two weeks for states to make all
adults in the U.S. eligible for coronavirus vaccines. But even as he expressed optimism about the pace of
vaccinations, he warned Americans
that the nation is not yet out of the
woods when it comes to the pandemic.
“Let me be deadly earnest with
you: We aren’t at the finish line. We
still have a lot of work to do. We’re
still in a life and death race against
this virus,” Biden said in remarks at
the White House.
The president warned that “ new
variants of the virus are spreading
and they’re moving quickly. Cases
are going back up, hospitalizations
are no longer declining.” He added
that ”the pandemic remains dangerous,” and encouraged Americans to
continue to wash their hands, socially distance and wear masks.
Biden added that while his administration is on schedule to meet
his new goal of distributing 200 million doses of the vaccine during his
first 100 days, it will still take time
for enough Americans to get vaccinated to slow the spread of the virus.
But he expressed hope that his
Tuesday announcement, that every
adult will be eligible by April 19 to
sign up and get in a virtual line to
be vaccinated, will help expand access and distribution of the vaccine.
Some states already had begun moving up their deadlines from the original May 1 goal.
“No more confusing rules. No
more confusing restrictions,” Biden
said.
Biden made the announcement
after visiting a COVID-19 vaccination site at Immanuel Chapel at

Virginia Theological Seminary in
Alexandria. During his visit, he
thanked everyone for administering
the shots and for showing up to receive them.
“That’s the way to beat this,”
Biden said. “Get the vaccination
when you can.”
The president also said no one
should fear mutations of the coronavirus that are showing up in the
U.S. after being discovered in other
countries. He acknowledged that the
new strains are more virulent and
more dangerous, but said “the vaccines work on all of them.”
Biden also announced that 150
million doses of COVID-19 vaccine
have been shot into arms since his
inauguration on Jan. 20. That puts
the president well on track to meet
his new goal of 200 million shots administered by his 100th day in office
on April 30.
Biden’s original goal had been
100 million shots by the end of his
first 100 days, but that number was
reached in March.
Still, he acknowledged Tuesday
that his administration fell short of
its goal to deliver at least one shot to
every teacher, school staff member
and childcare worker during the
month of March, to try to accelerate school reopenings. Biden announced the target early last month
and directed federal resources toward achieving it, but said Tuesday
that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimated that
about 80% of teachers, school staff
and childcare workers had received
a shot.
Vice President Kamala Harris and
her husband, Doug Emhoff, also
spent the day Tuesday focused on
promoting the COVID-19 vaccine,
each touring a vaccination center,
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President Joe Biden talks to a person receiving a COVID-19 vaccination shot as he visits a vaccination site
at Virginia Theological Seminary, Tuesday, April 6, 2021, in Alexandria, Va. PHOTO BY EVAN VUCCI, /AP

Harris in Chicago and Emhoff in Yakima, Washington.
Harris praised the workers and
those receiving their vaccine at a
site set up at a local union hall, and
spoke of spring as “a moment where
we feel a sense of renewal.”
“We can see a light at the end of
the tunnel,” she said.
Some states are making plans to
ease their health restrictions, even
as the country is facing a potential
new surge in virus cases.
On Tuesday, Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the nation’s top infectious disease
expert, warned that the country is in
a “critical time” because “we could
just as easily swing up into a surge.”
“That would be a setback for
public health, but that would be
a psychological setback, too,” he
said during an interview with the
National Press Club. He noted
that Americans are experiencing
“COVID-19 fatigue” after more than
a year of lockdowns and restrictions
to public life aimed at slowing the
spread of the virus.
Biden and many of his advisers
have warned against reopening the
economy too quickly and easing
mask mandates, at the risk of driv-

ing a fresh surge in virus cases.
“We just don’t want to have to go
back to really shutting things down.
That would be terrible,” Fauci said.
But Biden’s announcement of the
April 19 deadline was aimed at injecting optimism into a public that’s
grown weary of the restrictions, and
it comes as a flood of vaccine is being
sent to states this week.
Jeff Zients, the White House coronavirus coordinator, told governors
Tuesday during a weekly conference call that more than 28 million
doses of COVID-19 vaccines will be
delivered to states this week, White
House press secretary Jen Psaki announced at her daily briefing.
That allocation brings the total
amount of vaccine distributed over
the past three weeks to more than
90 million doses, Psaki said.
At least a dozen states opened eligibility to anyone 16 and older on
Monday alone, while New Jersey
and Oregon announced this week
that all residents 16 and older will
become eligible on April 19.
The president had announced just
last week that 90% of adults would
be eligible for one of three approved
COVID-19 vaccines by April 19, in

addition to having a vaccination site
within 5 miles of their home.
But eligibility isn’t the same as
actually being vaccinated. Being eligible means people can sign up to
reserve their place in a virtual line
until they can schedule an appointment.
“That doesn’t mean they will get
it that day,” Psaki said, speaking of a
vaccine shot. “It means they can join
the line that day if they have not already done that beforehand.”
Seniors still waiting to be vaccinated should seek appointments
quickly “because the lines are going to become longer” after April 19,
Psaki said. “There are going to be
more people waiting.”
The White House said Monday
that nearly 1 in 3 Americans and
over 40% of adults have received
at least one shot, and nearly 1 in 4
adults is fully vaccinated. Seventy-five percent of people older than
65 have now received at least one
shot, and more than 55% of them are
fully vaccinated.
Two of the three vaccines requires
two doses administered several
weeks apart. The third vaccine requires just one shot.
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Islamophobia in France cannot be ignored
get those who wear
burqas — legislaASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
tion that is clearly
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu
Islamophobic, and
The French senate recently voted extremely ironic given that face
to prohibit girls under the age of 18 masks, which obviously cover the
from wearing a hijab in public. In face, are now mandatory in many
addition, this bill prevents moth- areas. Essentially, if face coverings
ers from wearing a hijab to ac- shield the exact same area as medcompany their children on school ically-necessary masks, but are
trips and it prohibits women from deemed religious, people who wear
wearing burkinis at public swim- them will be fined.
ming pools. Although the bill has
There have been numerous atnot been passed into law, the fact tacks on Islam outside of legislathat it has even been passed in the tion as well. The National ObserSenate in France is immensely con- vatory of Islamophobia reported
cerning.
that in 2020, there were 235 attacks
France has a significant problem targeting Muslims in France. This
with Islamophobia that cannot be is a significant increase from 2019,
ignored. In terms of legislation, in when there were 154 reported at2004, France banned wearing veils tacks.
in schools. In 2010, France passed
French President Emmanuel
legislation banning people from Macron has enabled much of this
wearing clothing in public that Islamophobia. In 2020, Macron decovered their faces to mainly tar- scribed Islam as a religion “in cri-

by Anika Veeraraghav

sis.” Macron also reportedly said
that the hijab is not in accordance
with French ideals.
All of this is clear evidence of
Islamophobia. Many people who
are vehemently against the hijab,
who say it is oppressive of women,
claim they are feminists. However,
this is a form of White feminism,
which really isn’t feminism at all,
as it fails to take into account diverse perspectives and experiences. True, intersectional feminism
focuses on the eradication of the
patriarchy and the empowerment
of all women — all people, really —
to make choices for themselves.
Many of the same people who
claim the hijab is oppressive are
the ones who will say school dress
codes are oppressive, because one
cannot and should not tell someone
else what they should wear. This
reeks of ignorance; telling someone what they’re choosing to wear

OUR LOVE-HATE RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES

COMIC BY DIONEL DE BORJA, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The bottom line is, we want creative people in our
society and creative problem solvers in the general
workforce, but we don’t want to emphasize the
humanities classes that are going to instill this
creativity in young people.

is oppressive is the same thing as
dictating what they can and cannot
wear. Giving people the freedom to
choose what they can wear means
giving this choice to all people, regardless of their religious beliefs.
This extreme prevalence of Islamophobia is certainly not unique
to France — it is rampant in many
Western nations, including the
U.S.
In the U.S., after 9/11, hate crimes
against Muslims were five times as
common than before 9/11. This statistic was reported in 2016 as well;
hate crimes against Muslims still
occurred at this level of frequency. According to the Pew Research
Center, in 2016, there were 307 anti-Muslim hate crimes, taking the
form of assault, intimidation and
property damage.
We all saw examples of Islamophobia in legislation quite recently with former U.S. President Don-

by Madeline Papcun
STAFF COLUMNIST
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

As a senior in high school announcing my commitment to UConn, I always dreaded people asking me
what I wanted to study when I finally got to college;
the conversation only ever went one of three ways.
If I said I was undecided and wanted to explore my
options a little, people said I would figure out what
“makes me tick” eventually, without ever giving me
any actual advice on how to find my passion in life. If
I gave a STEM-based answer, people encouraged me,
vaguely claiming that I’d end up richer and smarter
for it, but with no real idea as to how that would actually happen. And if I even dared to say I enjoyed the
arts and wanted to be some kind of a liberal arts major, I got a worried frown in response. While a degree
is not any guarantee of a job, adults around me were
legitimately concerned about my future financial
state if I expressed interest in the humanities being
anything more than a hobby.
This concern I received reflects a troubling trend in
higher education. We discourage young adults from
creative pursuits, falsely assuming that more technical or scientific degrees have a higher market value.
We ignore that humanities degrees teach students to
think critically and to use criticism and persuasion
effectively. These “soft skills” of imagination and
collaboration are valuable in most fields and vital in
everyday life; but we act like they’re worthless in the
real world.
In general, people are hypocritical with regards to
the arts and humanities. The idea of a liberal arts education is often shot down as a useless waste of money, when we really need the well-rounded people that
such a broader educational track creates.
At the 2021 inauguration of President Joe Biden,
Amanda Gorman, (the nation’s first-ever youth poet
laureate), read a poem titled, “The Hill We Climb.”
Later, viewers everywhere claimed the 23 year old
was the best part of the inauguration entirely, perfectly capturing the picture of America in desperate
need for unity. Gorman’s moving message stems from
a lifetime passion for poetry that required support
from those around her, rather than discouragement
pushing her toward a hard science or technical trade.
Other examples of the love-hate relationship we seem
to have with the humanities or more creative fields are
present on a smaller, more personal scale. The tattoo industry in the United States is steadily growing, having
nearly doubled since 2007; tattoos are becoming less a
symbol of delinquency and more a symbol of personal

ald Trump’s Executive Order 13769,
commonly known as the “Muslim
Ban.” Among other things, this
Executive Order prevented people
from seven predominantly Muslim
nations from visiting the country
for 90 days. Like Macron, Trump
used anti-Islam rhetoric to attempt
to support his actions.
These headlines regarding the
prohibition of the hijab are not
things we can just brush aside,
saying, “Oh, it’s in France, we don’t
need to pay attention to it.” Islamophobia is prevalent in the U.S. as
well, and has been for years. It is a
symptom of the White supremacy
that has plagued this nation since
its inception. Activism must be
intersectional and accommodate
everyone, regardless of religion.
We cannot stop paying attention to
issues simply because they are not
occurring in our nation — the reality is, these issues are here too.

expression. However, people
are quick to complain about
the price of a good tattoo and
tipping well. Paying someone to put their artwork on
your body permanently is
apparently too costly, which
just goes to show the lack of
value creative fields hold in
the public eye. Or, look at the
grip music has on our society. We hear music everywhere, almost completely
nonstop. But we don’t actively encourage young adults to
pursue music. We instead
tell them to get a backup
plan, (or two or three), not
to quit their day job and to
hope they just “get lucky”
and make it big, acting like
it’s that simple. And just
think about how ingrained
the idea of a “starving artist”
is into our popular culture.
The lack of support for creative pursuits is present even
in school budgets — music,
art and drama programs
are often the first to receive
cuts when funding is scarce.
Tragically, the arts have been
branded as “electives” as if
they’re disposable. The bottom line is, we want creative
people in our society and
creative problem solvers in
the general workforce, but
we don’t want to emphasize
the humanities classes that
are going to instill this creativity in young people.
We can’t continue refusing to support something
while also enjoying the benefits we receive from it; we
don’t get both. The humanities need funding and fewer deterrents. Otherwise,
we’re on track to build a
very bland world.
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Increasing representation and resources for
Native and Indigenous students at UConn

Students Mylan Panteah and Sage Phillips and professor Kat Milligan-Myhre discuss their experiences in academia in a YouTube video released by UConn Native
American Cultural Programs last October on Indigenous People’s Day.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF UCONN NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURAL PROGRAMS ON YOUTUBE

by Emma Gehr

STAFF WRITER
emma.gehr@uconn.edu

If you have ever attended a UConn-sponsored event, you have most
likely heard the Land Acknowledgment being read. While this is
a great step in recognizing the land
the University exists upon, more
work needs to be done to ensure
this statement is not an empty gesture. When it comes to the opportunities and resources available to
students in higher education, Native and Indigenous youth are often
left out of the conversation. Their
needs are overlooked, and institutions do not dedicate enough money or effort to create spaces where
they feel represented and have their
concerns validated.
“Native and Indigenous youth
are not at this university because
of a lack of acknowledgment and
a lack of recognition of the lands
that it stands upon,” Sage Phillips,
a sixth-semester political science
and human rights major, said. “By
which I mean we have a land acknowledgment. ... but that doesn’t
go across the whole university.”
The Native American Cultural
Programs (NACP) and the Native
American and Indigenous Students Association (NAISA) are two
vital aspects of the UConn community and provide prospective and
current Native and Indigenous students with a community-oriented
space where they can freely express
their identity.
“That’s why I’m here, to build a
community,” Phillips said. “I know
how crucial that is.”
When Phillips arrived on UConn’s campus during her freshman year, she said she did not feel
there was enough representation
for Native and Indigenous youth
to express or reclaim their identities. Not all students identify as
Native American, so she founded
NAISA to create a more inclusive
community. She now serves as the
president of NAISA and a student
coordinator for NACP. During her
time with both organizations, she
has led many important efforts
like installing artwork to educate
people about the effects of colonization, collaborating with other
UConn student organizations to
hold events and inviting a suicide
counselor to talk to students.
“We’re really trying to focus on
mental health for Native and Indigenous communities,” Phillips said.
Phillips shared how Native and
Indigenous youth have some of
the highest suicide rates and more
emphasis and resources need to be
dedicated to mental health promotion for this segment of the student
population. A study conducted by
the National Center for Health Statistics found the largest increase in
suicide rates between 1999 and 2017
was an astonishing 139% and occurred among American Indian or
Alaska Native females.
Mental health is one of many
struggles for Native and Indigenous

communities. They are also subject
to high rates of unemployment;
high rates of violence, especially toward women; and natural resource
exploitation. This is why calls for
increased funding and resources
for organizations like NACP and
NAISA are urgent and necessary
to create more programs to educate
people about the harmful effects
of colonization and the hardships
these communities are dealing with
daily.
Non-natives can play an important role in spreading awareness
about these struggles by uplifting
the voices of Native and Indigenous
communities through listening
to their demands and helping in
whatever ways they can.
“I’m not Native or Indigenous
and I didn’t want my presence to
be silencing,” Zoe Blevins, the vice
president of NAISA and a student
staff member of NACP, said. “So
I think if you are going to work
across cultures and connect with
other people it all really boils down
to just listening to them.”

“These are just
a couple of ways
that we can show
current Native and
Indigenous students
that they belong,
and they have a
place that they can
identify with.”
SAGE PHILLIPS

Blevins warned against non-Native people becoming involved for
the wrong reasons; however, she
encouraged people who have good
intentions to reach out to the community and learn what steps they
can take. In Blevin’s case, this activism came in the form of applying for a grant with Jane Gordon,
a professor of political science at
UConn. After taking Professor
Gordon’s class on settler colonialism and Indigenous thought
and politics, Blevins applied for
and was awarded the President’s
Commitment to Community Initiative, which is focused on making UConn a more diverse and inclusive space by fostering respect
and understating among the UConn community.
Blevins learned how important
exchange programs were during
her time living abroad in Switzerland during high school, so
she decided to focus her grant
proposal on creating a mentorship exchange program with the
ultimate goal of allowing participants to gain a cross-cultural
perspective. The program, which
is called the UConn Indigenous
Nations Cultural and Educational

Exchange (UCINCEE), welcomed
its inaugural cohort of mentors
this year.
The original plan was to train a
group of undergraduate mentors
to go to a reservation to do community-building activities and
bring a group of youth to UConn
for an early college program. Due
to COVID-19, the program had to
be transitioned online, but they
are still keeping in close contact
with the Nipmuck and Mashantucket Pequot nations.
“We’re building community
and providing opportunities for
youth, and hopefully getting the
youth here for the summer program starting next year,” Blevins
said.
UCINCEE is one of many initiatives the staff at NACP and NAISA
are creating to indigenize UConn.
Next semester, they are launching
the non-residential Native/Indigenous Scholars Learning Community to give students the ability to explore what it means to be
Native and Indigenous through
readings and timely discussions
that help students transition to
the college setting and create a
tight-knit community. Kaylee
Jangula Mootz, NACP’s graduate
supervisor, will be teaching the
UNIV 1810 course and Sofia Saul
will serve as the mentor of the
learning community class.
“These are just a couple of ways
that we can show current Native
and Indigenous students that
they belong, and they have a place
that they can identify with, especially the learning community,”
Phillips said. “It’s really valuable
in a communal sense to be able to
gather and be together.”
This sense of community is a
defining feature of NACP and
NAISA, as both organizations are
closely intertwined and many of
the students and staff hold positions in both programs. Moving
forward, Phillips and Blevins
hope the strong bonds they have
created will serve as a solid foundation for continued future progress.
The work Phillips, Blevins and
the other students and staff of
NACP and NAISA are doing is
working toward the ultimate goal
of indigenizing UConn and making it a place that welcomes and
celebrates Native and Indigenous
students and their cultures. This
work is rewarding, however, it
requires a lot of time and effort,
and, once Phillips and Blevins
graduate, they want more students to follow in their footsteps
to continue advocating for the Native and Indigenous student population on UConn’s campus.
“It’s a lot of work and it’s work
that is only going to be sustained
by that long-term support, that
long-term continued commitment, to invest in Native and Indigenous students and Native
and Indigenous communities in
the state of Connecticut,” Blevins
said.
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by Gino Giansanti Jr.
STAFF WRITER
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu

April 7, 2021 at sundown marks the
beginning of Yom Hashoah, or in English, Holocaust Remembrance Day.
In Israel and abroad, it commemorates the six million Jews murdered in
the atrocities of the Holocaust, as well
as heroism exhibited by its survivors
and rescuers.
To observe the holiday, the Center
for Judaic Studies and Contemporary
Jewish Life at UConn, Stamford campus hosted a special panel discussion
entitled, “Legacies of European Jewry:
The Second Generation and Beyond,”
moderated by Frederick Roden, professor of English at UConn, Stamford
campus.
The panel included Dr. Andrew Zalewski, vice president of Gesher Galicia, an organization that chronicles
the history of Jewish Galicia and author of two books on the subject; Leora Tec, founder of Bridge to Poland, an
organization that connects American
Jews with their Polish roots and contemporary Poles; and Ralph Berger,
who edited his parents' memoirs as
members
of the Bielski partisans who
sur vived
Nazism
in the Belorussian
forests. All
panelists
had direct
personal
ties to the
European Jewish PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
experience, telling their own family’s
stories in the context of modern history.
Zalewski began the discussion by
shedding light on the Jewish world
of Eastern Europe before World War
II, seen specifically in the vibrant culture of Galicia. Galicia was a region of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire which
now exists as a divided region between the modern nations of Poland
and Ukraine. Zalewski’s organization,
Gesher Galicia, has sought to piece
together the stories of the Jewish community as it has existed over generations.

“Let me come back to the story – or I should correct
myself – the many stories of Jewish Galicia,” Zalewski
said. “It is important to remind ourselves that Jews lived
surrounded by Poles and Ukrainians. This provided a
very important impact on the cultural development of
the Jewish community of Galicia, but it was also a harbinger of many issues.”
Tec, the founder of Bridge to Poland, explained that
as a child, she never felt a connection to Poland, despite
having parents born in Polish cities. Her identity was
exclusively Ashkenazi Jewish until she learned the story
of her mother’s experience during the Holocaust, which
her mother never discussed for 30 years.
“And after, she broke that silence,” Tec said. “As she
says, her memories began to demand attention. She read
one Holocaust memoir and then she was reading more
and more and then she wanted to write her own story
of surviving the war by pretending to be a Catholic girl
with false papers.”
Tec’s mother, who has written extensively about her
own experiences and that of other Jews during the Holocaust, lived in the Polish city of Lublin. Lublin once had
a bustling Jewish district but the liquidation of the ghetto
during World War II decimated the community. While
Lublin was once home to 43,000 Jews, only 40 Jews live
there today.
Berger’s parents were members of the Bielski partisans, a group of Jewish resistance fighters who rescued
fellow Jews and fought against German occupation in the
forests of Belarus. In telling his family’s story, he hopes
to destroy the myth that Jews went “like sheep to the
slaughter during
the Holocaust.”
“I
remember
when I was a kid,”
Berger said. “My
dad was asked,
‘Why didn’t more
Jews escape?’ and
the first thing he
answered
was,
‘To where?’ Remember, Hitler's
armies bulldozed
Europe. It is amazing that nearly
30,000 Jews were able to escape and fight the Nazis.”
All panelists agreed that in light of recent antisemetic
sentiments, Holocaust research, scholarship and education are more important than ever to preserve the stories
of those who lived through and survived the genocide
of the Jewish people during World War II. As the Holocaust survivor generation grows smaller and smaller as
the years go on, they expressed the role of the second and
third generations to educate others in the story of their
people.
“This kind of work has to come from a place of compassion,” Roden said. “From a place of love, from a place
of care. It has to come from a place of respect, not only
for the past, but also respect for the present moment and
care for the future as we carry this forward in a particular kind of way.”

by Jordana Castelli
STAFF WRITER
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

The pandemic has presented a variety of different challenges, many of which are
exhausting to cope with. The University of Connecticut’s Alumni Relations center
hosted a panel titled “Not Burnout, Betrayal: The Pandemic’s Impact on Working
Mothers” on Tuesday morning. Panelists, along with an array of other women,
discussed various struggles that mothers are facing today.
Dr. Jennie Weiner moderated the panel, providing an insightful discussion and
asking riveting questions. Audience members were free to type in the chat any
of their own personal thoughts and contributions. The two other panelists were
Rupal Parekh and Donna Haghighat.
This pandemic has been taxing for everyone. Anxiety is heightened and we’re
all facing unprecedented challenges. For mothers, not only do they have to take
care of their children, but many have also accepted the burden of their relative’s
health.
Donna Haghighat described the pressure on mothers
to vaccinate relatives. PHOTO COURTESY OF WOMEN’S FUND

“Women are even taking on the burden of making sure
that older relatives in the family are getting their vaccines,”
Haghighat said. “They’re the ones spending hours trying to
find vaccine slots and taking them to their appointments.”
She explains that even in her own family, during the beginning of the pandemic she would have to be aware of what
her older relatives were doing and if it was safe under COVID-19
guidelines.
There are factors in the corporate world that stem from the patriarchal background
of society. As we know, females and males do not make the same
amount of money in the workforce, even if the job is identical. Thus, when someone needs to leave their job, it’s
often the female.
Rupal Parekh faced challenges as a new mother at
the start of the pandemic. PHOTO BY RUPAL PAREKH

Parekh just became a mother a few weeks
into the pandemic and was immediately thrown
into an unfamiliar environment. She was no longer able to connect with fellow peers and friends.
“Since I became a new mother during the pandemic,
I didn’t have the community because all of the sudden I was in a pandemic,
and I never really realized how much I wanted to talk to new mothers and
have that sense of community,” Parekh said.
Parekh explains that since the pandemic, an additional three hours of
household and childcare work have been added to a mother’s plate, which is
essentially an equivalent amount of time to a part time job.
This burden can be heavy to carry, especially if it’s carried alone. Several
audience members expressed concern about the dynamic between themselves and their partner; their significant other may not always be able to
understand because they do not carry the burden, and thus do not relate.
On top of caring for children and steering clear of sickness, individuals
also had to go through the loss of jobs and other monumental life moments,
all while dealing with a pandemic. A financial burden is also another component that may become overwhelming.
Through these moments, it’s important to build a community so that females can bond and discuss their experiences together. While it may be difficult to go through it alone, it always helps to know other peers are going
through the same thing.

Professionals explain disparities
in Connecticut schools
by Khira Francis
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
khira.francis@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut Dialogue Initiative hosted a WebEx event
yesterday about the educational inequity in Connecticut schools and the
possible reasons behind them. Dr. Bruce Baker, Dr. Ericka Weathers and
Brittany Rodriguez were panelists for this event, answering questions
from moderators and audience members.
The main differences noted between school districts in Connecticut in
funding and academic performance. According to the panelists, these two
issues are very closely connected and there is a clear pattern of which districts get less funding.
Baker, a professor of educational theory, policy and administration, said
he noticed in his research that mid-sized cities and towns with a predominately Latinx population typically receive less funding than other districts.
“Race continues to play a significant role in driving disparities in school
funding,” Baker said. For example, he said, the least funded schools in
Connecticut for decades were located in Waterbury, Bridgeport, New Britain, New London and Danbury. These cities all have a significant or emerging Latinx population.
Rodriguez, the director of Scholar Success at the Hartford Youth Scholars program, said it is difficult to consider the educational gaps that students face in Hartford without taking into account interactions with law
enforcement, segregation and public education.
“We have to think about the way in which they all come together to impact each student’s educational experience because they all contribute to
the socioeconomic barriers that not only the students face, but that their
families as well,” Rodriguez said.
A lack of BIPOC teachers in schools was also named as a factor in academic performance.
Rodriguez said she noticed there was a high turnover rate for teachers,
in the schools her students attended which negatively impacts the students’ relationships with the subject. According to Rodriguez, it is also a
struggle for students when they cannot identify with their teacher demographically.

“White
teachers tend
to have less
favorable
expectations,
perceptions
and beliefs
about the
abilities of
Black students
particularly.”
ERICKA WEATHERS

events

Bridging the past to the
future in the European
Jewish experience

Alumni Relations
hosts panel focused
on COVID-19’s impact
on mothers

“It’s really hard for students to relate to those teachers and really grapple
with the material and there is such a significant disconnect that it impacts
the ways in which our students are learning,” Rodriguez said.
Weathers, an assistant professor of education policy studies, said race
can be especially important because it can negatively impact the regular
interactions between the students and teacher.
“White teachers tend to have less favorable expectations, perceptions
and beliefs about the abilities of Black students particularly,” Weathers
said. “I’m sure this shows up in how students receive these teachers, how
students are disciplined, how students are graded and things of that nature.”
The pandemic has worsened these inequities and made them more visible to others.
“The pandemic has inevitably impacted housing security, food security,
employment and health, and all of these things have been shown to matter
for student wellbeing, family wellbeing and ultimately, educational outcome,” Weathers said.
The panelists discussed how the disparities become more obvious when
considering who has access to in-person learning, remote learning, internet access and resources that may not be available outside of school.
For example, wealthier families may have the money to supplement their
child’s education to compensate for things the student may miss by not
physically being in school.
Baker agreed the pandemic has exacerbated these disparities, but he
also noted that it has revealed disparities and raised awareness in the general public.
“I do fear that we have pretty short-term memory for these issues and an
unwillingness to tax and spend on Black and brown kids in communities
that we’ve sort of chosen to forget about,” Baker said.
The budget of the school district tends to fall as the gap grows between
the Black and brown students being served and the voting population,
which is typically old and White, according to Baker.
The event concluded with breakout sessions in which participants and
panelists shared what they had learned from the discussion and what they
noticed in their own educational experiences that aligned with what was
shared.
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Let’s Get
Literary:

fantastic films
and where to
find them:
‘Parasite’ (2019)

should and should nots of
required reading

I

by Joanne Biju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
joanne.biju@uconn.edu

This is by no means an exhaustive list, but here are some of the best mandatory reads I’ve
encountered:
“Lord of the Flies”
When my class read this in middle school, everyone thought Piggy was the star, but I
found Simon to be an absolute gem. This book twists the childhood dream of having no
adult supervision, as a group of young schoolboys are stranded on an island. Most frightening are not the perils of the island, but the boys themselves.
“In Cold Blood”
“In Cold Blood” reads much like fiction, offering a unique perspective on the true story
of the Clutter family’s murder. Truman Capote, after years of research, was able to put together a compelling case against capital punishment through his innately human portrayal
of killers Perry Smith and Dick Hickcock. Capote aimed to create the first nonfiction novel,
and from my assessment, is quite successful in doing so.
“Frankenstein”
This novel is on the list not so much for its contents — although it’s certainly notable — but
for defying expectations. Until reading “Frankenstein,” my image of the title character was
limited to what I’d seen in the Phineas and Ferb theme song and “Frankenstein’s Monster’s
Monster, Frankenstein,” featuring David Harbor. I expected a green creature and a hightech lab, but was met with cottage life and sled dogs instead. And I loved every moment of it.

movies

It’s pretty evident that most people don’t care for the books featured in school curriculums. In
fact, most don’t bother reading them at all. But as a lover of literature, I can attest to having read
— or at the very least, skimmed — every book I’ve been assigned to read. There have been highs
and lows; some books become pleasant surprises, while others are, quite frankly, unbearable.
Often, required reading is outdated, harping on problematic societal roles. Whether these
roles are promoted or critiqued in the novel at hand, they pave the way for insightful discussion
and comparison to present day.
What immediately comes to mind when evaluating school-provided texts are three categories:
books I approve of, books I disapprove of and books that should be required reading.

“To Kill a Mockingbird”
I adore Atticus Finch and it’s evident “To Kill a Mockingbird” is a classic for a reason. We
see the Southern —and very racist — setting unfold through the eyes of 6-year-old Scout,
coupled with her fascination with their mysterious neighbor, Boo Radley. Incorporating a
child’s point of view in a novel catered towards adults is uncommon practice, but enhances
a tale when done skillfully. Similarly, Rachel Beanland uses this technique in an effective
way in her debut novel, “Florence Adler Swims Forever.”
“Hamlet”
I found “Hamlet” to be much more engaging than “Macbeth” and even “Romeo and Juliet,” primarily because everyone knows how the latter story ends. The plot kept me on my
toes and I was especially drawn to Ophelia and her maddening plight. From the Shakespeare I’ve read thus far, she’s the most fleshed-out female character.

“The Art of Racing in the Rain”
Although I praised unique perspectives just moments before, I’m not very
fond of seeing things play out through the lens of a dog. What some may have
seen as comedic, I found to be clichéd. Though I suppose the take of a “talking”
dog is uncommon in literature, I’ve seen it way too many times in television for
this story in particular to really resonate with me.
“The Jungle”
I’d give “The Jungle” a 10 out of 10 when it comes to historical significance
and enlightenment. I commend Upton Sinclair for his ability to enact such major change to a flawed system through his work. I found it very informative, but
incredibly depressing. Ultimately, it was not a gratifying read.
“The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time”
Mark Haddon is praised for his portrayal of a teenager with Asperger’s Syndrome, but something didn’t sit right with me when I read this. It sparks an
interesting discussion about what stories are and aren’t acceptable to tackle.
How come, for example, Maddie Ziegler is unable to play an autistic character,
but Freddie Highmore can star as one without critique?

Finally, here are my suggestions for enhancing the list of required texts:

books

In stark contrast to the works above, I had some issues with the following
pieces of required reading:

“Between the World and Me”
Short and not so sweet, Ta-Nahesi Coates offers a shocking and enlightening portrait of
African-American injustice and identity in a letter to his son inspired by the works of James
Baldwin.
“The Circle”
Dave Eggers does an excellent job warning against the rise and infiltration of technology and infiltration. My favorite element, however, is the protagonist Mae Holland, who is
somehow both likeable and unlikeable at once, and her role in pushing toward extremes.
Very few pieces of required reading have been written by people of color, or in the 21st
century. Diversity in terms of both authors and characters is unbelievably important to include in curriculum.
I would also strongly advocate for the inclusion of more young adult, fantasy, dystopian
and contemporary novels into school curriculum. These genres may be scoffed at by literary critics, but I’d argue they carry great value. Most young adults are reading bildungsromans, as they too, are coming of age. Classics are great, but lack the sense of relatability
a genre like YA brings to the table. Plus, how enjoyable would it be to cover an entire series
over the course of a semester or school year?
There’s a lot to love and hate about required reading, but ultimately, I think every book
is worth a shot.

Kang-ho Song, Hye-jin Jang, Woo-sik Choi and So-dam Park play an impoverished family in “Parasite.” PHOTOS COURTESY OF IMDB

T

by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

At the 2020 Academy Awards ceremony last February, Bong
Joon-ho’s film “Parasite” took home the most trophies, earning
four in total. It deserved every one of them.
There are several reasons why “Parasite” can be considered
a fantastic film. The most notable of them are its direction and
cinematography, its story and its modern thematic resonance.
Starting with its direction and cinematography, director Joonho does an incredible job with this film. Joon-ho has directed
many critically acclaimed films that cover a variety of genres,
including 2003’s “Memories of Murder,” 2013’s “Snowpiercer”
and 2017’s “Okja.” He executes this movie extremely well on
a visual level yet again, in what is perhaps his best directorial
effort. This film has a particularly notable cinematographic atmosphere, utilizing its environments and sets to communicate
thematic messages. There are countless expertly crafted shots
that turn great story moments into memorable images.
This leads us right into the discussion of the film’s story. The
concept of this film surrounds a poor family taking over multiple jobs within the household of a wealthy family. In terms of
genre, “Parasite” wavers between being a comedy and a thriller, having many well-executed comedic moments while also
having an underlying uneasy tone. The story goes in some very
interesting directions as the film progresses, with each turn in
story furthering the film’s thematic messages.

Yeo-jeong Cho Park plays a wealthy mother in “Parasite.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

I

It is those thematic messages that make this film so successful, making it one of the best pictures of the 21st century. Based
on the concept alone, one could tell that income inequality is
very much a focus of this film. However, this movie is still a
modern tale, diving into the problems of present day South Korea society, which in turn are quite similar to issues that persist
in nations around the world. These strong thematic messages
communicated through the film’s story is what made “Parasite”
so successful around the globe.
In conclusion, Joon-ho’s “Parasite” is one of the best films of
the 21st century, delivering an incredibly well-executed modern
tale with great direction and cinematography and a thematically-rich story. For those reasons, it is most definitely a fantastic
film.
Where to Find “Parasite”: Streaming on Hulu
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Photo of the Day | A purrrfect friend

Icee the cat snacks on some dry food inside a UConn student’s house the Monday after Easter, April 5, 2021. For many students, a trip home provided a chance to see a fluffy
friend. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

Sudoku

DYK?

On April 1, 2005, NASA pulled an
April Fool’s prank telling the world
that they had found water on Mars.
SPAM MAIL GOT ITS NAME FROM THE CANNED
MEAT AFTER A MONTY PYTHON SKIT THAT
MADE FUN OF SPAM AS TASTING “HORRIBLE
AND BEING UBIQUITOUS AND INESCAPABLE”.

Humans specifically have eyes that face forward for the purpose of seeing in 3D. On the other hand, vegetarian dinosaurs
such as the Triceratops, had eyes that looked out to the side
so they could stay vigilant watching for danger as they ate.
The NYPD had a police officer follow
Andre the Giant whenever he went out
drinking. This was to make sure he
didn’t get drunk and fall on anyone.
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US weighs Beijing Olympics boycott with partners, allies
WASHINGTON (AP) — The frame on it, but these discussions
State Department said Tuesday the are underway,” he said. “It is someBiden administration is consider- thing that we certainly wish to dising a possible boycott of the upcom- cuss and it is certainly something
ing Beijing Winter Olympics to pro- that we understand that a coorditest China’s human rights record.
nated approach will be not only in
Department spokesman Ned our interest, but also in the interest
Price said the U.S. is consulting of our allies and partners. So this is
with like-minded countries around one of the issues that is on the agenthe world to determine how to pro- da, both now and going forward.”
ceed. Price says the administration
The Beijing Winter Olympics
is discussing China strategy, in- open on Feb. 4, 2022 and China has
cluding
participadenied all charges of
tion in the Olympics,
human rights abus“We have
with a number of
It says “political
consistently said es.
partners and allies
motives”
underlie
in order to present a
the
boycott
effort.
when it comes to
united front.
Rights
groups
“Part of our re- our concerns with have met with the Inview of those Olym- the government in ternational Olympic
pics and our thinkCommittee and have
ing will involve close Beijing ... what the been told the Olymconsultations with United States does pic body must stay
partners and allies
politically “neutral.”
is meaningful,
around the world,”
They have been told
he told reporters.
the IOC that Chiwhat the United by
“We have consistentna has given “assurly said when it comes
States does will ances” about human
to our concerns with
rights conditions.
have impact.”
the government in
Both the IOC and
Beijing,
including
the U.S. Olympic and
NED PRICE
Beijing’s egregious
Paralympic Commithuman rights violations, its con- tee have said in the past they opduct of genocide in the case of Xing- pose boycotts.
jiang, that what the United States
In March, IOC president Thomas
does is meaningful, what the Unit- Bach said history shows that boyed States does will have impact, but cotts never achieve anything. “It
everything we do that brings along also has no logic,” he said. “Why
our allies and partners will have all would you punish the athletes from
the more influence with Beijing.”
your own country if you have a disHuman rights groups are protest- pute with a government from aning China’s hosting of the Games, other country? This just makes no
which are set to start in February real sense.”
2022. They have urged a diplomatic
The USOPC has questioned the
or straight-up boycott of the event effectiveness of boycotts. “We opto call attention to alleged Chinese pose Games boycotts because they
abuses against Uyghurs, Tibetans, have been shown to negatively imand residents of Hong Kong.
pact athletes while not effectively
Price declined to say when a deci- addressing global issues,” it said.
sion might be made, but noted there “We believe the more effective
is still almost a year until the Games course of action is for the governare set to begin.
ments of the world and China to en“These Games remain some time gage directly on human rights and
away. I wouldn’t want to put a time- geopolitical issues.”

Chinese figure skater Xu Jingyu performs her women’s single skating short programme during a test event
for the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics at the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing, Sunday, April 4, 2021. PHOTO BY
ANDY WONG/AP

Davis begins process of putting With big act to
own touches on UNC program follow, Valentine
takes over at Loyola

North Carolina coach Hubert Davis makes comments during a news conference at the University of North
Carolina in Chapel Hill, N.C., Tuesday, April 6, 2021, after being introduced as the Tar Heels’ new NCAA men’s
basketball coach following the retirement of Roy Williams. PHOTO BY GERRY BROOME/AP

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. (AP) — Hubert Davis understands the challenge ahead of him in taking over at
North Carolina.
He’s a first-time college head
coach. He’s following a Hall of
Famer in Roy Williams. And he’s
now leading a program that has six
NCAA championships and ranks
among college basketball’s all-time
wins leaders.
It’s up to him to put his own
touches on the program, even as he
promises to follow the foundation
set by Williams and the late Dean
Smith from Davis’ playing days with
the Tar Heels.
“I don’t feel pressure because I’m
not comparing myself to anybody,”
Davis said. “Coach Williams is the
greatest. I’m Hubert.”
Davis held his introductory news
conference Tuesday on the Smith
Center court bearing the name of his
mentor, who announced his retirement here five days earlier. Officially
hired Monday, Davis was emotional

and at times choked up describing
the feelings of taking over the program where he has deep ties, down
to meeting his wife while in college
here.
The 50-year-old Davis is the
nephew of former UNC great and
NBA all-star Walter Davis — “Uncle
Walt,” as he referred to him Tuesday. He was once an unheralded recruit who persuaded Smith to take a
chance on him, then ended up playing a major role under Smith and
longtime assistant Bill Guthridge
before going on to be a first-round
NBA draft pick with a 12-year league
career.
Davis had also spent the past nine
seasons as an assistant to Williams,
and his duties have included coaching UNC’s junior varsity program
— something Williams did as an assistant under Smith before his first
head-coaching job at Kansas.
Williams persuaded Davis to
leave his career as an ESPN college
basketball analyst to join the staff in

2012. He was sitting on the front row
at Tuesday’s news conference and
wiped away tears a few times during
emotional moments for Davis.
“I’ve always wanted to walk the
same road, the same path, as Coach
Smith and Coach Guthridge and
Coach Williams,” Davis said.
Davis offered no specifics when
asked what he might tweak with
offensive or defensive schemes,
though Williams has long preferred
a push-the-tempo pace with strong
point guard play as well as an emphasis on rebounding through a
preferred style with two post men.
Yet Davis did offer at least one
specific plan: re-recruit 7-footer
Walker Kessler after the five-star
freshman made a surprise transfer
announcement following the firstround NCAA Tournament loss to
Wisconsin in Williams’ final game.
Davis said he had reached out via
text message Monday and the two
were scheduled to speak by phone
later Tuesday.

CHICAGO (AP) — Drew Valen- his alma mater from 2015 to 2017.
tine was on FaceTime with a recruit
He crossed paths and developed
when he noticed a familiar figure a friendship with former Loyola
walk by on Monday.
assistant Bryan Mullins — now the
Porter Moser stopped in to grab head coach at Southern Illinois —
some things and bid farewell as he on the recruiting trail. That led to
leaves Loyola Chicago for Oklaho- him joining Moser’s staff and, ultima. He also had some advice for mately, this position.
Valentine, the Ramblers’ new head
Valentine said he has spoken to
coach.
star seniors Cameron Krutwig and
“The last thing he said to me is Lucas Williamson about returning
make sure you do it your way,” Val- next season. He would “love” to
entine said Tuesday. “Make sure have them back.
you do it with confidence and conHe said he also spoke to Izzo —
viction. That’s what I’m gonna do. who took over for Jud Heathcote
There’s so many
— the past few days
situations that presabout replacing a
ent themselves in a “There are so many successful coach.
college basketball
“And I’ve also
situations that
season. ... I have
talked to him about
present themselves what it’s like doing
confidence that I
can handle all those
that as a first time
in a college
situations.”
head coach,” Valenbasketball season. tine said.
Valentine
has
quite an act to folOne person he
... I have confidence hadn’t
low after Moser
talked to
led the Ramblers that I can handle all as of late Tuesday
to national promiSister
those situations.” morning:
nence over the past
Jean. But athletic didecade. They made
rector Steve Watson
DREW VALENTINE
the Final Four in
did on Saturday.
2018 in a run that
“She gave us the
turned a 98-year-old nun and team blessing,” he said.
chaplain named Sister Jean Dolores
Valentine was a de-facto defenSchmidt into a celebrity. And they sive coordinator the past two years.
advanced to the Sweet 16 this year And when it came to giving up
in their return to the NCAA Tour- points, the Ramblers were the stinnament, with Sister Jean in atten- giest in the nation this past season.
dance at age 101.
It’s not difficult to see why, deLoyola went 188-141 in Moser’s 10 spite his age, Watson saw Valentine
years. Now, it’s up to Valentine to as the obvious choice to lead the
build on that.
program. Moser had raved about
It’s a big opportunity for a him for years, and Loyola feared
29-year-old in his first head coach- losing him for an assistant spot
ing job. But he played a big role or head coaching job at another
in helping Loyola rise to national school.
prominence the past four years as
Watson spoke to Valentine right
an assistant.
after Moser informed the AD he
Before that, he played at Oak- was going to Oklahoma. They imland, spent time as a graduate as- mediately notified the team, then
sistant under Tom Izzo at Michigan decided to wait until Monday to anState and served as an assistant at nounce Valentine’s promotion.
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Throwback Photo of the Day | WATCH OUT!

The UConn Huskies wins with a final score of 3-0 against the Villanova Wildcats. Isabelle Lynch (22) scored two goals, with the first at 36:52 and the second goal at 76:18, assisted by
Jacquelline Harnett (41) on March 25, 2021. Kess Elmore (7) scored at 62:10 with an assist by Jada Konte (21). PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Mike’d Up: Kids need to be able to buy baseball cards again
by Mike Mavredakis

ghost runners and all. At the
time my favorites to choose from
were Yu Darvish, Koji Uehara —
Boston Red Sox legend, of course
There is a short list of things — and Chris Davis. I won a lot of
that led to the growth of my in- those games thanks to my ability
terest in baseball: My friends as a to mimic Davis’ stance from the
kid, MLB 2K8 and baseball cards. left side, I must say.
I spent countless days in the
Those summer days lit my pasbackyard, picking through
sion for baseball.
my
colThinking about that
lection of
era of my life makes
baseball
it even harder to
cards
as
stomach, consida kid to
ering what young
choose my
fans have to wreslineup for
tle with now.
the day. A
I implore any
friend and I
reader to stop by
would pick
the sports card
our nine bataisle of your
ters, a starter
local
Target,
and two reWalmart or any
lievers. Then
store of the like.
we’d
spend
What
you’ll
the afternoon
likely find are
taking
on,
empty shelves,
those players
cleaned
out
batting stances
of every card,
and
windups
every box or
and play a full
sticker
availT NEWS
OF BECKET
nine — with
able. Unless
COURTESY

STAFF WRITER
michael.mavredakis@uconn.edu

you happen to catch the store on
truck day, you’re out of luck.
The sports card market has
taken off during the pandemic,
which is a good thing, no doubt.
However, now that cards are seen
as an investment by entrepreneurial types rather than a hobby item for the passionate fans,
the younger generation is being
priced out of even the cheapest
options.
This is a major issue for a
game that’s already struggling to appeal to young kids.
Only so many free meals at
99 Restaurants after Red
Sox wins will do. Kids need
something they can feel,
something in their hands
they can touch and conCOU
RTES
Y OF
nect with on the screen.
BECK
ETT N
EWS
Nothing anchors them to
the game like a binder full of their
favorite stars.
I went
Like many of the other aspects to a Target over the
of baseball, access to the sport weekend, and it had a sign
is limited by the price of entry. in the card aisle saying all MLB,
Equipment costs are massive, NBA and NFL products over
travel ball fees are through the $19.99 would be on sale at 8 a.m.
roof and now kids can’t even find every Friday morning on a first
base set level cards.
come, first serve basis.

Now I ask you, what kid is
available at that time? None.
They are in school
then. No parent in
their right mind is
going to let their kid
skip school to go pick
up some baseball cards
on a Friday morning.
By the time they could
be there, all the cards
will likely be gone.
Now, how does this
problem get fixed? I say
Topps, Panini and Upper
Deck mandate that every
major retail store withholds
35% of its card stock for children ages 16 and under. Hold
it behind the counter like a
pharmacy puts the expensive
perfumes behind the checkout
area.
The best ability is availability.
MLB, Topps and Panini are not
giving kids a shot. It is better
for the future of baseball and for
their companies. Give these kids
a shot and they’ll surprise you.
Don’t let adults with money ruin
the future of baseball and the future of card collecting.

Stanford point guard
Carlos Correa’s 9th-inning homer
Kiana Williams declares puts Astros past Angels 4-2
for WNBA draft

Stanford guard Kiana Williams (23) cuts down the net after championship game against Arizona in the women’s Final Four NCAA college
basketball tournament on April 4, 2021. PHOTO BY ERIC GAY/AP

STANFORD, Calif. (AP) — Stanford point guard Kiana Williams
is declaring herself eligible for the
WNBA draft.
The school announced Williams’
decision Tuesday, a day after the Cardinal returned home from San Antonio with the program’s first NCAA
championship in 29 years.
Aari McDonald of NCAA Tournament runner-up Arizona, Stanford’s
Pac-12 rival, had already said she
would enter the draft.
Williams, who captured the title

in her hometown, passed Candice
Wiggins to become Stanford’s career
3-point leader and finished with 311.
She led the Cardinal with 14.0 points
per game, 3.1 assists, 82 3-pointers
while playing a team-high 32.3 minutes.
“I am thrilled for Kiana as she
is set to embark on this next chapter of her life,” Hall of Fame coach
Tara VanDerveer said. “I have loved
coaching her over the past four years
and am very proud of both the player
and person that she has become.”

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Carlos
Correa hit a tiebreaking, two-run
homer in the ninth inning and the
Houston Astros split a short series
against the AL West rival Los Angeles Angels with a 4-2 victory Tuesday.
Kyle Tucker and Aledmys Díaz
hit back-to-back homers in the second inning for the Astros, who went
an impressive 5-1 on their six-game
road trip to start the season amid the
incessant booing and jeering they’ll
hear indefinitely as fans react to their
sign-stealing scandal in the 2017 and
2018 seasons.
After starting pitchers Zack Greinke and Dylan Bundy traded strong
innings early, Yordan Álvarez singled in the ninth off new Angels closer Raisel Iglesias (1-1).
Correa then drove a liner off the
low video board above the right field
wall at Angel Stadium for his first
homer of the season.
Mike Trout hit a 464-foot homer
in the first inning and Shohei Ohtani
had two hits, but the Angels dropped
to 4-2 and failed to match the best
six-game start in franchise history.
Ryan Pressly (1-0) pitched two
scoreless innings for Houston, getting Justin Upton to ground into a
game-ending double play.

Los Angeles Angels’ Shohei Ohtani, right, steals second as Houston
Astros second baseman Jose Altuve takes a late throw during the first
inning of a baseball game Tuesday, April 6, 2021, in Anaheim, Calif. PHOTO
BY MARK J. TERRILL/AP

Angels fans again serenaded the
Astros’ veterans with choruses of
boos, showing most baseball fans’
anger over Houston’s sign-stealing
scandal in 2017 and 2018. Although
nobody threw a trash can onto the
Angel Stadium field as they did twice
Monday night in the series opener,
the day crowd included a fan in a
full-size Oscar the Grouch costume.
Greinke followed up his six scoreless innings on opening day with

seven strong innings of five-hit ball
for the Astros.
He dueled to a stalemate with Angels opening day starter Bundy, who
struck out 10 over six innings of fourhit ball in another strong outing.
Trout homered in both games
against Houston, and his lengthy
shot to left in the first inning scored
Ohtani. The three-time AL MVP’s
homer was traveling 113.2 mph off
the bat.
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LEC and
LCS finals
LEC, cont. from p. 12
Now, they are watching the lower bracket, where Team Liquid
will attempt to get a chance for
revenge in a series against TSM,
who Liquid beat in the first round
of the playoffs. That should be a
good sign for the team, although
TSM is also a team known for getting a sort of playoffs buff where
sometimes they just cannot seem
to lose.
Thankfully, if you’re a Liquid
fan, that might not be the case this

In the LEC, the
remaining teams are
G2, MAD Lions and
Rogue.
season. TSM has often seemed
to lack that spark that came with
their many lineups under Bjergsen.
They survived the first two rounds
of the lower bracket by beating 100
Thieves and Evil Geniuses and,
while they won both pretty handily in 3-1s, neither of those teams
are known to be super dominant
this season.
TSM will have to perform better than they did a few weeks ago
if they want a chance to show that
their loss to Team Liquid was a
fluke and that they are better than
that record indicates. Cloud9 and
MAD Lions are waiting to find
out who they’ll fight in what will,
win or lose, be their last games
of the Spring split. For all six of
these teams, this weekend will
be one last chance to write their
names into the fabric of history all the while knowing that, for
most of them, they will not be good
enough.

With Darnold gone, Jets focused
on finding next franchise QB
NEW YORK (AP) — Joe Douglas
and the New York Jets discussed,
debated and contemplated every
scenario surrounding Sam Darnold.
After all the agonizing over the
“rabbit holes,” as the general manger called them, the choice to ultimately trade the promising but
inconsistent quarterback was a sensible but far from simple solution.
“We felt like this was the best decision for the entire organization
moving forward,” Douglas said
Tuesday, “and hitting the reset button.”
So, the Jets are back in a familiar spot: searching for a franchise
quarterback after dealing Darnold
to Carolina on Monday for a sixthround pick this year and secondand fourth-round selections next
year.
New York thought it had its guy
only three years ago when then-general manager Mike Maccagnan traded up in the draft to snag Darnold
with the No. 3 overall pick. Instead,
the Jets will now give it another try
— this time with the No. 2 selection.
“I would say that’s a fair assessment,” Douglas said when asked if
taking a quarterback at that spot is
a safe assumption.
The increasingly swirling speculation has the Jets aiming squarely
for BYU’s Zach Wilson, especially
after Douglas, new coach Robert
Saleh and offensive coordinator
Mike LaFleur watched the young
QB launch the football all over
the field at the school’s pro day on
March 26.
Pro Football Hall of Famer Steve
Young, currently an ESPN analyst
and a former BYU star, recently said
during a podcast on KNBR Sports
Radio that the Jets “have committed
to Zach and recruited the family.”

The New York Jets traded Sam Darnold (14) Monday, April 5, 2021, to
the Carolina Panthers, ending a stint that was marked by a few flashes
of brilliance, inconsistent play and unfortunate injuries. PHOTO BY COREY
SIPKIN/AP

Young added that he’d like the San
Francisco 49ers, his old team, to
get Wilson but thinks New York is
locked in on taking him.
“Steve’s plugged into BYU pretty
well,” Douglas said, doing little to
diminish those comments but adding he had a “brief” discussion with
Wilson’s father and agent during
the pro day in Provo, Utah.
“We’re excited about this class
and we’re excited about this quarterback class,” Douglas said. “So we
still have a lot of our process left in
these three-plus weeks leading up
to the draft and a lot of productive
conversations, conversations in the
future coming up.”
With Clemson’s Trevor Lawrence
considered a shoo-in to be taken
No. 1 by Jacksonville, there could be
an early run on quarterbacks with

Wilson, Ohio State’s Justin Fields,
North Dakota State’s Trey Lance
and Alabama’s Mac Jones all potential top-10 picks.
Douglas acknowledged that the
Jets, who finished 2-14 last season,
would likely be approaching things
much differently if they weren’t
sitting where they are in the draft.
The GM also said the possibility of
drafting a quarterback second overall and keeping Darnold this season
was considered.
“If we were picking later — if we
were picking 12, 13, 14 — we wouldn’t
be having this conversation,” Douglas said. “I think the unique nature
of where we are in the draft, picking
No. 2 overall, and ultimately we just
decided that taking a quarterback at
No. 2 and keeping Sam would not be
the best decision for the entire orga-

Guards stayed at Baylor, paving
way for Drew’s dream title

Baylor guard MaCio Teague celebrates after the championship game
against Gonzaga in the men’s Final Four NCAA college basketball
tournament, Monday, April 5, 2021, at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. PHOTO DARRON CUMMINGS/AP

(AP) — Becoming national champion was a far-fetched dream when
Scott Drew first uttered that possibility during his introduction as
Baylor’s coach after taking over a
decimated and scandal-plagued
program nearly 18 years ago.
Yet a title felt oh-so-reachable
for All-American guard Jared Butler and his backcourt mates MaCio
Teague and Davion Mitchell last
season, after the Bears set a Big 12
record with 23 consecutive wins
while spending five weeks as the
nation’s No. 1 team. Their championship opportunity, however, got
instantaneously wiped out by the
pandemic and the cancellation of
the NCAA Tournament.
So they all came back for another season together — and will leave
Baylor as national champs.
“When you have a goal for that
long, we all knew the goal, everybody knew the mission,” said Butler, the Final Four’s most outstanding player. “Everybody sacrificed
for it, and I think that’s why we’re
here today. And just, whew, so glad
that everybody came back. We got
the band back (together) and we
won.”

Baylor guard Jared Butler cuts down the net after the championship
game against Gonzaga in Indianapolis. Baylor won 86-70. PHOTO BY DARRON
CUMMINGS/AP

Butler and Teague had both enThe Bears have been to nine
tered their names in the NBA draft NCAA tourneys under Drew, twice
last April, but ultimately decided making the Elite Eight but losing
to return with Mitchell for another those regional finals to eventual
season with a chance to be the best national champs Duke in 2010 and
team ever at Baylor.
Kentucky in 2012.
Led by that dyThere were also
“Everybody
namic and selfless
tourney-opening
sacrificed for
trio of guards, argulosses to 14th-seedably the best in the
ed Georgia State in
it [the national
country, the Bears
2015 and 12th-seedwrapped a champi- championship], and ed Yale the next
onship season with
I think that’s why year.
a dominating 86-70
While every colwe’re here today. lege
win over Gonzabasketball
ga. Baylor had an
player is being alAnd just, whew, so lowed to retain this
11-1 lead at the first
media timeout and glad that everybody season of eligibilmaintained a douity because of the
came back.”
ble-digit margin for
pandemic, there is
all but a couple of
no expectation that
JARED BUTLER
minutes the rest of
junior Butler or seMonday night’s title game.
nior Teague will bypass the NBA
“Coaching is like being a parent, this time. Mitchell, a third-team
and Christmastime you see the All-American and the national dekids opening up presents. You see fensive player of the year, strongly
them excited, you’re excited,” Drew indicated last month that he too
said afterward, the championship would leave after this, his junior
net draped around his neck. “And season.
the guys that have sacrificed for 18
Fifth-year senior Mark Vital,
years leading up to this, and these the undersized big man who set a
guys were able to take it home.”
school record being part of 45 Big

12 wins, has no plans to return for
a sixth season.
Baylor was 54-6 overall the past
two seasons since former transfers
Teague (from UNC Asheville) and
Mitchell (from Auburn) became
eligible to play after having spent
a redshirt season together on the
campus of the world’s largest Baptist university in Waco, Texas.
At 28-2 this season, the Big 12
regular-season champion Bears
had their fewest losses since going
13-0 well more than a century ago,
in 1911-12.
When the Bears open defense of
their national title next season, they
should have back half of the eightdeep rotation of regulars used primarily in the NCAA tourney.`
Interchangeable big men Flo
Thamba and Jonathan Tchamwa
Tchatchoua are expected to return
after both were in foul trouble in the
title game. So are high-motor junior
forward/guard Matthew Mayer, an
outside shooter who will also drive
hard inside, and sophomore guard
Adam Flagler, the former Presbyterian transfer who averaged 9.1
points while playing about 23 minutes a game.

nization, the two quarterbacks, the
coach and the coaching staff and the
locker room.
“So after a lot of discussion about
that, that was the decision that was
made.”
Darnold’s contract situation also
played a role in the Jets’ decision
to move on. He was entering the
fourth year of his rookie deal and
New York would have had until
May 3 to decide whether to exercise
Darnold’s fifth-year option — which
would have cost the Jets $18.9 million, fully guaranteed — or possibly
let him play out the final year and
potentially lose him for nothing in
free agency next winter.
“We feel really good about the
draft class as a whole, and the quarterback class specifically,” Douglas
said, “that this was an opportunity
to hit the reset button financially, so
to speak.”
Darnold flashed playmaking ability at times during his three seasons
with the Jets, but foot and shoulder
injuries — not to mention a bout
with mononucleosis — didn’t help
him take the next step in his development. Neither did former coach
Adam Gase, whose pairing with
Darnold was a failure in two seasons.
Douglas, who called Darnold “one
of my most favorite people on the
team,” also promised the QB’s parents after his first year as GM that
he’d provide their son with enough
playmakers to help him — and the
team — thrive. That also didn’t happen.
“It’s incumbent on us to get these
decisions right,” Douglas said.
“Whether it’s turning the card in,
turning the pick in or trading for a
proven commodity, we have to surround our next quarterback with as
much talent as possible.”

Dunlap
got needed
assurances
before
returning
to Seattle
SEATTLE (AP) — During his
brief separation from the Seahawks in a move to create salary
cap space, Carlos Dunlap sought
assurances from one player before he considered returning to
Seattle on a new contract.
Dunlap was paying attention to
the drama surrounding Russell
Wilson and he wanted to know
what the QB’s future looked like.
“I did ask him if, obviously, he
was going to be with us,” Dunlap said Tuesday. “Because if I’m
coming back, I’m coming back
because I see him as my quarterback and the rest of the team. I
want to pick up where we left off,
and he told me that he’s with us
and he’s here to stay.”
With that settled, Dunlap
quickly re-signed last month
once the Seahawks made an offer.
It’s a two-year deal expected to be
worth more than $16 million. The
contract lowered the salary cap
implications for the Seahawks
this season and landed Dunlap
back where he wanted to be.
Still, it took a couple of weeks
of uncertainty before the Seahawks understood their cap situation and Dunlap had an idea of
what other teams — mostly contenders, he said — were willing
to offer.
But clearly Seattle was his preferred destination.
“Obviously, we started fielding and entertaining all the other teams that were interested in
calling,” Dunlap said. “And then
Seattle called and it was where I
wanted to be. The true explanation of that is how we were able
to get the deal done within 24
hours.”
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Baseball: Huskies launch incredible late LEC, LCS
inning comeback to beat Bryant 9-8
gear up
for finals
In the middle of the seventh inning against Bryant on Tuesday
afternoon, the Huskies weren’t in
a great spot.
Caleb Wurster had just given
up two more runs and Bryant was
up 8-3. Head coach Jim Penders
brought the team together in the
dugout and voiced his displeasure
with the way the game was going.
“I just wasn’t happy with the
way that I prepared them to play
today. It didn’t look like we were
ready to go and I let them know
that,” Penders said after the game.
“We all needed to find a little bit
better level to compete.”
The team certainly found that
next level.
Kevin Ferrer, making his first
appearance since the Rhode Island
series, led off the bottom of the
seventh with a pinch hit single to
right field, and that started a rally. Zach Bushling followed with
another single and then Kyler
Fedko drove both runners in with
his second opposite-field triple of
the game. Fedko had a huge game
with three hits and three RBI. He
is now slashing .392/.680/.449 on
the season.
“Kyler Fedko is in a good place
offensively,” Penders said. “He can
really create with his legs too. If
he’s on base, he generally scores.
He’s an exciting player to watch,
and thankfully he’s on our side.”
Fedko would score on an RBI
groundout by Reggie Crawford to
make the score 8-6. The Huskies
would threaten again in the inning
but not score. Then after a clean
inning by Justin Willis, UConn
had an opportunity to make more
noise in the bottom of the eighth.
After two quick outs to start the
inning, it didn’t look like that was
going to happen. But Bushling got
hit by a pitch, Kyler Fedko singled
up the middle and then Crawford
came through with a huge twoout, two-strike hit up the middle
to score Bushling and send Fedko
to third.
“I was just trying to stay small,”
Crawford said after the game. “I
was trying to work the middle of
the field away, and I ended up being able to get a pitch that I could
take advantage of.”
A wild pitch by Bryant’s Jackson Harrigan allowed Fedko to
score the tying run, and then Pat
Winkel gave the Huskies a 9-8 lead
with an RBI double to score Crawford from second. After Crawford
scored, Penders sent him directly
out to the bullpen to get ready to
pitch the ninth.
“I’m screaming because nobody
can hear because the music’s so
loud just to get him in the bullpen,”
Penders said. “Luckily, Christian
Fedko was at bat and he likes his
TV time. So it was good he took his
time getting in the box, and I guess
he got something in his eye after
the first pitch. We needed a little
time for Reggie to get ready, and he
was ready to go.”
After Willis walked the leadoff
batter, Crawford came in and was
pumping steam. He let up a single to his first batter, but then he
struck out the next three batters

in a row to end the game and complete UConn’s dramatic comeback
win.
Crawford was easily the star of
the game. He opened the scoring
with a laser two-run home run to
right field in the first inning. He
ended up with four RBI, and he
earned the save with a scoreless
ninth inning on the mound.
“It’s a lot of fun,” Crawford said
about getting it done on both sides
of the ball. “There’s no reason why
I can’t like it. I enjoy it a lot.”
Pat Gallagher started on the
mound for UConn (14-12), but
after two consecutive scoreless
midweek outings, he didn’t have
it against Bryant (10-9-1). Penders said he was on a pitch count
anyways, but he couldn’t even get
through two innings. UConn took
a 2-0 lead on Crawford’s home run,
and Gallagher gave it right back
with three runs in the second.
“Very frustrating, and I’m sure
nobody’s more frustrated than he
is,” Penders said.
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It wound up being a complete
bullpen day with eight different
pitchers, nobody going longer than
two innings. Andrew Marrerro
threw 1.2 solid scoreless innings,
Randy Polonia worked out of a
bases loaded jam and ended up
giving up just one run over two
innings and Willis picked up his
second win with his scoreless inning. But overall, it wasn’t a great
pitching day for the Huskies. Bryant scored eight runs on 14 hits,
but the Huskies got just enough offense to squeak by with a big win.
UConn opens up Big East play
this weekend with a four-game
set against Georgetown. Penders
said Tuesday’s imperfect game
will help prepare them for the rest
of the season because even when
they don’t play well for most of the
game, they can find a way to win.
“I think today is useful,” Penders said. “We were very fortunate
to be able to [come back]. Great
fight, and that’s been a common
theme for us since the first weekend … We know that we’ve got our
best punches in us in the seventh,
eighth and ninth innings.”

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s Soccer
Saturday

vs.

1
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The UConn
Huskies
wins both
double
header
games
against the
UMass Minutemen with
a final score
of 11-1 and
7-3 on Saturday, April
3, 2021. The
first game
ended after
3 backto-back
homeruns in
the 8th inning by Zach
Bushling
(8), Kyler
Fedko (3)
and Reggie
Crawford
(21) forcing
UMass to
forfeit by
mercy rules
with the
Huskies at a
10-run lead.

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

by Ashton Stansel

Men’s Baseball, Friday, 6 p.m.
Elliot Ballpark

vs.
Women’s Soccer; Thursday, 2 p.m.
Cancelled

In a few days, the LEC and LCS
will both reach the conclusion
of the first half of their seasons.
Just six teams remain across the
two leagues, vying for spots at the
mid-season invitational and chances to cement their status as the best
team in their respective league.
In the LEC, the remaining teams
are G2, MAD Lions and Rogue.
Intense games over the weekend
led to the elimination of two of the
other playoff teams; Fnatic fell at
the hands of Schalke, while Schalke
themselves fell two days later at the
hands of Rogue.
Now, the MAD Lions sit with
a spot in the Grand Finals and a
chance to make it to their second international event in a row has been
secured. They dominated in their
best-of-five against G2, capitalizing
on mistakes by the first seed in order to come out with a 3-1 victory
reminiscent of their win last spring
over the perennial favorites.
G2 is left in the lower bracket
with a matchup with Rogue. Rogue,
who ended the season in second
place, is looking to overcome their
poor start to the postseason by continuing the streak they began by
crushing Schalke’s hopes in a 3-1.
That series was heavily controlled
by bot laner Hans Sama and top
laner Odoamne, who will both need
impressive performances against
G2 if they want their season to continue.
However, G2 has looked mortal. That’s an idea that has more
than once bit back, becoming sort
of an Achilles heel; they always
look beatable. Every playoffs, we
think G2 can be slain. Maybe it’s
because they lose a series in the upper bracket or because they almost
do, like their series against Schalke.
Maybe they’re just playing badly.
And yet, they never really seem
to lose. They won last spring, after
their defeat at the hands of the Lions. They won last summer, after
defeat at the hands of Fnatic. And
both times, they bounced back;
over the summer, they even went
on to beat Fnatic in the finals 3-0 to
make up for their 3-2 loss earlier in
the playoffs.
Perhaps being in the lower bracket fuels G2’s competitive fire. Perhaps it’s only possible for them to
lose one best-of-five a split. Perhaps
they just get lucky. But if MAD or
Rogue want to beat G2 and represent Europe at MSI, an event that
G2 are the defending champions of,
they’re going to have to hope that
none of those things are true this
weekend.
In the LCS, things are a little simpler. In recent years, the LCS has
lacked the unbeatable team that G2
has been in Europe. Cloud9, who
floundered in summer but was unbeatable in the spring of last year,
are the favorites going into finals
weekend. After all, their spot in the
finals is already secured following
their 3-1 over Team Liquid on Saturday.

See LEC, p. 11
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Let’s run it back UConn

So glad you are coming back to #UConn
@IsaiahWhaley! You are one of my favorite players ever, and will provide the
leadership next year’s team needs!
Nicole @nicol12022
Day after college hoops ends is always
depressing. But it was just saved with
the news that Whaley is returning next
season. This team always brightens my
day. Is it opening day yet? #UConn

Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

