Tuesday, September 7, 2021

THE INDEPENDENT VOICE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT SINCE 1896 • VOLUME CXXVIII, NO. 7 • dailycampus.com

CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 7:09 p.m. on Sept. 6

*positive test results

4

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

4

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

4

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

14

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

The town of Mansfield and UConn commit to
NOTICE: reach agreements upon plans for development
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running
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by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut
and the town of Mansfield came to
an agreement regarding building
developments in Mansfield after
concerns surrounding the University’s plans arose. The agreement
was reached last Tuesday during a
meeting between leaders of Mansfield and the UConn Interim President Dr. Andrew Agwunobi.
In their meeting, the University
and town of Mansfield were able to
create a plan for development that
would benefit both parties and settle some conflicts.
Dr. Agwunobi spoke with Mansfield Mayor Antonia Moran, Deputy Mayor Ben Shaiken and Town
Manager Ryan Aylesworth in the
meeting.
The University and town of Mansfield agreed that UConn would
drop a previous legal opposition of
a project proposed by the town of
Mansfield. The project was known
as Haven at Four Corners, located
on Rte. 195. The project would entail almost 400 dwelling units and

A meeting between Mansfield leaders and UConn Interim President Dr. Andrew Agwunobi was held last
Tuesday to discuss both the town and the university’s plans for development. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

about 15,000 square feet of retail
and commercial space, according
to a press release.
“UConn and Mansfield need to
agree on what will enrich this community that we share, and work together to make it happen. By drop-

   
         

Students study and take classes around campus during the spring
2021 semester. The university recently released its first COVID-19
updates for the year. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, ASSOCIATE PHOTO AND VIDEO EDITOR/THE
DAILY CAMPUS

by Aiza Shaikh
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The University of Connecticut released its first COVID-19 updates and
statistics of the academic year to the
public dashboard on Sept. 1. The dashboard will be updated weekly to reflect
the most current results of COVID-19
testing and cases among UConn students, faculty and staff.
“The University of Connecticut is
committed to transparency as it com-

For more...

municates information pertaining to
COVID-19 to all members of our community,” according to the dashboard
website.
The website also mentions that the
dashboard was initially “designed to
accurately reflect the health of our
campus in a clear and concise manner.”
Since Aug. 25, four residential
Storrs students have tested positive for
COVID-19, as well as four off-campus
students. Three of the residential stu-
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one another and the importance of
working together in order to better
both the UConn and Town of Mansfield communities, according to a
press release.

See DEVELOPMENT, p. 2

Soop Doop wants to make
UConn feel like home

dents are recovering at home, with one
being treated at an isolation room on
campus.
Additionally, one commuter at the
Hartford campus and one commuter at Waterbury tested positive for
COVID-19 this past week.
In regards to UConn faculty and
staff, 14 positive cases have taken place
since Aug. 1.
The Storrs campus remains at the
moderate (orange) level of the color-coded system. This means masks
will continue to be required indoors
(including in the residence halls’ common areas) and recommended outdoors.
Currently 97% of residential students at Storrs are at least partially
vaccinated, and 96% of Stamford’s residential students are vaccinated. A total
of 91% at Avery Point are vaccinated,
92% at Hartford, 86% at Waterbury
and 92% at the UConn School of Law.
Students who were granted an exemption to the vaccination policy were
asked to test 3-5 days prior to when
they arrived on campus as well as upon
their arrival (if living on campus). All
unvaccinated students (whether living
on or off campus) were also asked to
participate in a “modified quarantine”
for their first 5-7 days on campus.
The current positive COVID-19 test
rate for residential Storrs students is
0.04% and 0.16% for faculty and staff.
If you are feeling ill or experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms (whether residential or non-residential, graduate or
undergraduate), you can call Student
Health and Wellness at 860-486-4700
for a screening and further instructions.
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ping the opposition to the Haven
project, UConn helps us signal to
developers that Mansfield is open
for business. We appreciate that,”
Moran said.
Both parties understand the
key relationship they hold with

Luis Diaz, also known as Soop Doop, made it his mission to spread
positivity during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. And he doesn’t
intend to stop now. PHOTO COURTESY OF INSTAGRAM @LUISSAUL210

by Colin Piteo

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
colin.piteo@uconn.edu

Luis Diaz, more commonly
known as Soop Doop, has been a
familiar face for University of Connecticut students for over 15 years.
In an interview with The Daily
Campus, “Soop Doop” (short for super-duper), reflected on his mission
and how he has proceeded to spread
positivity even after the COVID-19
pandemic.
In the interview, Diaz described
his early life and how he was not always in the position he is today.
“It was really bad, it’s a miracle I’m
still alive,” Diaz said. “I saved myself.
Friends of mine have died young,
thirty-something, I’m forty-someThe Daily Campus
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thing. My dad died at 44 years old …
so that hurts me too — I was raised
with no father. I have five kids of
my own; I had to show them what I
knew, because I didn’t learn anything
— so I’m glad I got to raise my kids
right. It was tough, but I made it.”
Diaz previously worked in the Student Union, Towers dining hall and
this year South dining hall. Familiar
refrains of “Soop Doop!” and “Everyone, good luck and have a wonderful
day!” have been a staple of the UConn community over the course of his
career. He said one of the reasons he
decided to begin saying “soop doop”
was because of his belief in giving
guidance to those that might not
have any.

See SOOP DOOP, p. 2

Tweet of the Day
Michael Lombardi
@mlombardiNFL
Feel bad for those players at
UConn... They deserve better
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New Orleans: Seniors left in The scoop doop
dark, hot facilities after Ida on Soop Doop
SOOP DOOP, cont. from p. 1

In the aftermath of Hurricane Ida, Lationa Kemp, 57, pauses while talking with Andreanecia Morris, a housing advocate, Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021, in the Lower Ninth Ward of New Orleans. Full restoration of electricity
to some of the hardest-hit areas of Louisiana battered to an unprecedented degree by Hurricane Ida could
take until the end of the month, the head of Entergy Louisiana warned Saturday. PHOTO BY MATT SLOCUM, VIA AP

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Officials in New Orleans will thoroughly inspect senior living apartments
in the city in the aftermath of Hurricane Ida after finding people living in buildings without working
generators, which left residents
trapped in wheelchairs on dark,
sweltering upper floors, Mayor
LaToya Cantrell said Monday.
Hundreds were evacuated Saturday and the city later said five
people had died in the privately
run buildings in the days after the
storm. The coroner’s office is investigating whether the deaths will be
attributed to the hurricane, which
struck land nine days before.
The managers of some of the
homes for seniors evacuated out of
state without making sure the residents would be safe after the storm,
New Orleans City Council member
Kristin Palmer said at a news conference.
“They’re hiding under the loophole of ‘independent living,’”
Palmer said. “It’s not independent living if there’s no power
and you’re in a wheelchair on the
fourth floor.”
The city is creating teams of
workers from the health, safety and
permits, code enforcement and other departments. Their first focus is
to make sure the senior homes are
safe and evacuate people if necessary, Cantrell said.
But after that, management will
be held accountable, and the city
will likely add requirements that
include facilities having emergency
agreements in place with contractors who will make sure generator
power is available at the sites, the
mayor said.
Crews in Louisiana have restored
power to nearly 70% of greater New
Orleans and nearly all of Baton
Rouge after Hurricane Ida, but outside those large cities, getting lights
back on is a complex challenge that

will last almost all of September,
utility executives said Monday.
It’s going to involve air boats to
get into the swamps and marshes
to string lines and repair the most
remote of about 22,000 power poles
that Ida blew down when it came
ashore on Aug. 29 as one of the most
powerful hurricanes to hit the U.S.
mainland, Entergy Louisiana President and CEO Phillip May said.
More than 530,000 customers
still don’t have power in Louisiana,
just under half of the peak when
Ida struck eight days ago. In five
parishes west and south of New
Orleans, at least 98% of homes and
businesses don’t have power, according to the state Public Service
Commission.
“It’s going to be a rebuild, not a
repair,” May said.
The struggles in rural Louisiana
shouldn’t keep people from forgetting the “near miraculous” speed of
the repairs in New Orleans, Entergy New Orleans President and CEO
Deanna Rodriguez said.
“I am so proud of the team and I
think it’s a fabulous good news story,” she said.
But things aren’t normal in New
Orleans. An 8 p.m. curfew remains
in effect and numerous roads are
impassable. Pickup of large piles
of debris residents and businesses
have been leaving on curbs will begin Tuesday, officials said.
Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards
said Monday that he’s taken steps
to help make the people doing the
hard work of recovery have places
to stay. He signed a proclamation
ordering hotels and other places of
lodging to give priority to first responders, health care workers and
those working on disaster-related
infrastructure repairs. The proclamation also suspended various
state court legal deadlines until
Sept. 24.
“People all over the state of Lou-
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isiana are spending this week assessing the damages done to their
homes and communities and are
putting their lives back together
after the ravages of Hurricane Ida.
We need for them to be focused on
recovery and not whether they will
be held to a court deadline,” Edwards said in a news release.
Ida killed at least 13 people in
Louisiana, many of them in the
storm’s aftermath. Its remnants
also brought historic flooding, record rains and tornados from Virginia to Massachusetts, killing at
least 50 more people.
In the Gulf of Mexico, divers have
located the apparent source of a
continuing oil spill that appeared
after Ida moved through the area
about 2 miles (3 kilometers) south
of Port Fourchon, Louisiana.
The owner of the pipeline hasn’t
been discovered. Talos Energy, the
Houston-based company currently
paying for the cleanup, said it does
not belong to them. The company said it is working with the U.S.
Coast Guard and other state and
federal agencies to find the owner.
It remains the peak of hurricane
season and forecasters are watching a cluster of storms near the Yucatán Peninsula.
It’s not an organized tropical
storm at the moment and is expected to move slowly to the north or
northeast over the Gulf of Mexico,
the National Hurricane Center said
in a Monday update.
Forecasts don’t show any significant strengthening over the next
several days, but even heavy rain
could cause more pain in Louisiana.
“Unfortunately, it could bring a
lot of rain to our already saturated region. If we are impacted, this
could challenge our restoration.”
said John Hawkins, vice president
of distribution operations for Entergy Louisiana.

“They, right now, when they
first started, were kind of like,
they don’t know where they’re at,
they’re lost, and I’m over here directing them. I’m over here helping them out. I’ve got five kids of
my own, and they’re taken care of,
but when I’m around here, I feel
like these kids are my kids.” Diaz
stated. “I’m just trying to make
sure that people are going down
the right path, because I’ve been
through so much, and I would
not like any of these people to go
down like that. It was really hard
for me. I’m glad I caught up with
it — I feel good about it and I’m
proud of myself.”
Diaz stated that he thinks his
job at UConn is more important
than ever this year, especially considering the circumstances. He
believes because of the pandemic, it is partly his job to make sure
UConn feels like a community for
those experiencing campus life
for the first time.
“It was really tough because
a lot of people weren’t around
during the pandemic, so I was just

Mansfield and UConn
reach agreement
concerning development
DEVELOPMENT, cont. from
p. 1

“UConn deeply values our partnership with the town of Mansfield, and
we believe that whenever possible a
collaborative approach to local residential and commercial development will
yield the best results,” Agwunobi said.

“After such a long,
positive relationship
with UConn, we
were blindsided
by the purchase
of the Capstone
project property
designated for
development,
and the loss of
that funding for
affordable housing
is a tremendous
blow.”
ANTONIA MORAN

Although agreements have been
made, UConn and the town of Mansfield have not agreed on all areas of
development.
UConn recently bought 19.23 acres
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trying to make sure that people
weren’t scared, because I knew
a lot of people were scared and
paranoid,” Diaz said. “So I’m just
trying to make sure they don’t feel
that worry anymore.”
Diaz expressed that his mission
has always been to help others
and make UConn feel like a home.
“Every time I’m out there, I’m
making sure they’re fine and making sure they feel at home,” Diaz
said. “My management sometimes
says, ‘[Y]ou know you’re doing a
good job’ and this and that, but the
students always appreciate me.”
Despite the challenges of the
pandemic and the limited capacity
requirements of last year, Diaz is
still optimistic and finds his role
more important than ever.
“I love my job … I know a couple of people that I knew because
I’ve seen them before, but there
are a lot of new faces around here,
a lot,” Diaz said. “So, I know they
definitely need this push. So, I’m
making sure, before I leave home,
that I’m feeling good … I feel so
good. I feel like I’m rich, and I’m
not!”

of land to be primarily used for commercial and residential purposes. The
purchase of this land caused the permanent removal of Mansfield’s tax
rolls and halted the town’s plan to build
over 350 multi-family housing units.
These units would have contributed $1.4 million seed money which the
town planned to use for an affordable
housing act.
“After such a long, positive relationship with UConn, we were blindsided
by the purchase of the Capstone project property designated for development, and the loss of that funding for
affordable housing is a tremendous
blow,” Moran said.
Mansfield officials have continuously expressed frustrations to the UConn
President’s office, Board of Trustees
and the Governor’s office regarding the
University’s purchase of the Capstone
project’s land.
Despite disputes, both parties remain hopeful that their relationship
and ideas regarding development will
strengthen, according to a press release.
Since then, Dr. Agwunobi and the
town of Mansfield leaders have made
arrangements to continue to further
discuss development plans.
“I’m hopeful we can get this relationship back on track given Dr. Agwunobi’s renewed commitment to
work with us,” Moran said.
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New Jersey’s largest dairy farm nearly destroyed in tornado
AP — The morning after one
of the most intense tornadoes recorded in New Jersey history all
but demolished the largest dairy
farm in the state, owners Marianne and Wally Eachus looked at
each other and just cried.
“What are we going to do?” they
asked one another.
Just 12 hours earlier, the couple
was eating dinner when cellphone
weather alerts warned that a tornado was imminent. The clouds
were intense and swift, then there
was a sound like a freight train,
Marianne recalled.
They ran to the basement just
in time for the EF3 tornado, one
of seven that ripped through parts
of New Jersey and Pennsylvania
during last week’s storm, to pass
over. Barely three minutes went
by, and it was gone.
When the owners of Wellacrest
Farms in Mullica Hill, a suburb
of Philadelphia, came out of their
basement along with other family on their homestead, they saw
that two of their massive grain silos had toppled over. Some barns
were completely reduced to concrete, roofs ripped off others,
equipment was demolished, uprooted trees crashed into the old
farmhouse.
“There was just metal, wood,
debris, everywhere,” Eachus said.

Damage to Wellacrest Farms is shown after a tornado passed through the area earlier in Mullica Hill, N.J.,
on Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021. The remnants of Hurricane Ida dumped historic rain over in the Northeast, with
several deaths linked to flooding in the region as basement apartments suddenly filled with water and
freeways and boulevards turned into rivers, submerging cars. PHOTO BY JOE WARNER, VIA AP

And hundreds of cows were
trapped under collapsed barns.
Thirteen have died, a couple dozen more suffered injuries. A crew
was milking when the twister
ripped through and had only seconds to hide and hold on. They
saw several cows swallowed by
the funnel. Up to 100 cows were
still missing Monday morning.
Somehow, there were no addi-

tional deaths on the dairy farm
from the tornado. But the storm
also produced historic rain and
massive flooding from the remnants of Hurricane Ida that killed
at least 50 people in six Eastern
states, more than half in New Jersey alone.
Those drenching rains came at
the farm and for hours, Eachus
and her family, joined by neigh-

bors and friends, worked to corral
the cows back into pens.
Wellacrest Farms was established in 1943 by the parents of
Marianne’s husband, Wally Eachus. Just over 20 years ago, Marianne and Wally took it over and
still run it with the help of their
kids. Wellacrest produces more
than 17 million pounds of milk
annually and works with other

farmers to share and sell crops.
There are 1,400 cows on the property — about half of them are
milking cows.
In the days after the destruction, the Eachus family has seen
an outpouring of support and
help. Local businesses brought in
excavators to help free cows, others helped with electricity, plumbing, even more helped haul away
debris. The cows have food, water
and somehow, the entire milking
operation has returned.
Megan Miller, a family friend
whose husband, Brandon, works
on the farm called that a “blessing.” The Millers got a phone call
from the Eachus family that the
tornado had hit them directly.
“I just cried,” she said when
they drove up and saw the devastation.
A GoFundMe started by fellow
farmer Hillary Stecher reached
$60,000 by Monday morning. The
goal is $1 million.
“It takes a village to rebuild an
operation such as this that has
been almost completely diminished in minutes,” Stecher said.
Eachus remains hopeful.
“I don’t know how we will rebuild,” Eachus said. “We have
no choice. We have to. Or all this
is for nothing. Will we just walk
away? We can’t, this is our home.”

Taliban say they took Panjshir, last
holdout Afghan province
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —
The Taliban said Monday they
seized the last province not in their
control after their blitz through Afghanistan last month, overrunning
forces who had opposed their takeover.
Thousands of Taliban fighters
charged into eight districts of Panjshir province overnight, according to witnesses from the area who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they feared for their safety. Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid confirmed that the province, which is north of the capital,
was now held by their fighters.
“We tried our best to solve the
problem through negotiations, and
they rejected talks and then we had
to send our forces to fight,” Mujahid told a news conference in Kabul
later Monday.
The resisting forces were led by
the former vice president, Amrullah Saleh, and also the son of the
iconic anti-Taliban fighter Ahmad
Shah Massoud. Experts had doubted that the holdout efforts could
succeed long-term against the Taliban, whose rapid advance through
Afghanistan met little resistance in
the final days of America’s 20-year
war in the country.
The U.S. withdrew its last troops
a week ago and ended a harrowing
airlift to evacuate Western citizens
and their Afghan allies that was
marred by scenes of desperation
and horrific violence.
During that evacuation, thousands of people descended on Kabul’s airport, hoping to flee the
country because they feared what
the Taliban’s rule might hold, given
their history of repression, particularly of women. At one point, an Islamic State suicide bomber targeted
the crowds, killing 169 Afghans and
13 American service members.
Many people are still hoping to
leave the country, but with Kabul’s
airport not yet running international flights, their choices are few.
In the country’s north, officials said
Sunday that at least four planes
chartered to evacuate several hundred people have been unable to
leave the country for days. But
there were conflicting accounts
about why.
The U.S. is under pressure to

A Taliban soldier stands guard at the gate of Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan,
Sunday, Sept. 5, 2021. Some domestic flights have resumed at Kabul’s airport, with the state-run Ariana
Afghan Airlines operating flights to three provinces.
PHOTOGRAPH BY WALI SABAWOON, VIA AP

Pilots of Ariana Afghan Airlines walk on the tarmac after landing at Hamid Karzai International Airport
in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, Sept. 5, 2021.
PHOTOGRAPH BY WALI SABAWOON, VIA AP

help the remaining Americans and
green card holders leave the country, and it has promised to work
with the new Taliban rulers do
that — but it has given no timeframe.
An Afghan official at the airport in the northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif said that the wouldbe passengers were Afghans,
many of whom did not have pass-
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ports or visas, and thus were unable to leave. Speaking on condition of anonymity because he was
not authorized to talk to reporters, he said they had left the airport while the situation was being
sorted out.
But the top Republican on the
U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee said that the group included Americans and that they had
boarded planes but the Taliban
were not letting them take off, effectively “holding them hostage.”
Rep. Michael McCaul of Texas told “Fox News Sunday” that
American citizens and Afghan interpreters were being kept on six
planes.
He did not say where that information came from, and it was not
immediately possible to reconcile

the two accounts. The State Department has said it has no reliable way to confirm information
about such charter flights.
But the U.S. has helped a family
of four American citizens to flee
through an overland route, according to American official. The
official, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were
not authorized to speak publicly
due to the sensitivity of the matter, would not give details of the
evacuation or say which country
they went to.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin are traveling to the
Persian Gulf and Europe this
week to discuss Afghanistan.
President Joe Biden was asked
Monday night as he returned

to the White House whether he
would recognize the Taliban government. “That’s a long way off.
That’s a long way off,” he said.
Meanwhile, the Taliban say they
are working to repair Kabul’s airport, where only domestic flights
have resumed and just during the
day for now. Mujahid, the group’s
spokesman, told reporters Monday that American soldiers destroyed equipment before departing, including the critical radar
system. The U.S. has said troops
destroyed military equipment but
left equipment useful for running
a civilian airport, like fire trucks.
Technical experts from Qatar
and Turkey have begun repairs,
though it’s not clear when the airport will be up and running.
The Taliban have pledged to allow anyone with the proper legal
documents to leave the country
— and several countries have said
they are watching closely to see
if the new rulers make good on
that pledge. The Taliban have generally promised to govern more
moderately than when they were
last in power in the late 1990s and
became global pariahs for their
harsh interpretation of Islamic
law and restrictions on women.
Still, experts did not think the
anti-Taliban fighters in Panjshir,
the last holdout province, had
much of a chance, even given the
area’s geographical advantage.
Nestled in the towering Hindu Kush mountains, the Panjshir Valley has a single narrow
entrance. Local fighters held off
the Soviets there in the 1980s and
also, for a brief time, the Taliban a
decade later under the leadership
of Massoud.
Massoud’s son Ahmad called for
an end to the fighting on Sunday.
The young British-schooled Massoud said his forces were ready to
lay down their weapons but only
if the Taliban agreed to end their
assault. Late on Sunday dozens
of vehicles loaded with Taliban
fighters were seen swarming into
the Panjshir Valley.
In a second statement Monday, a
now-defiant Massoud accused the
Taliban of attacking even as they
were ready to agree to a ceasefire. He vowed to fight on, urged
Afghans to join in their battle
against the Taliban and chastised
the international community for
giving the Taliban a platform by
opening negotiations with them.
There has been no statement
from Saleh, Afghanistan’s former
vice president who had declared
himself the acting president after
President Ashraf Ghani fled the
country on Aug. 15 as the Taliban
reached the gates of the capital.
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here’s no doubt that student newspapers play an important role on many
campuses when it comes to informing
the community about what’s going on.
However, less talked about is how important student newspapers are to the
people that create them. Here at The Daily Campus,
for example, we have a group of people that work
hard to put out a paper every weekday. In return,
working at The Daily Campus is an experience that
will stay with us for a lifetime. Here’s a deeper look
at what each of the five sections of The Daily Campus
has to offer to any and all UConn students.
Firstly, our news section. The news section of
The Daily Campus is the first team of people to
ask questions when things happen around campus. When leadership changes, rules get made and
broken, or crazy things happen at UConn, people
in the news section are the first to search deeper. If
you want the adrenaline rush of writing a fast story
when breaking news drops, or are passionate about
amplifying the voices of people in your community
through storytelling, the news section at The Daily
Campus has what you need to gain that experience.
Second, the life section. The life section is a place
where you can write about student life, campus
events, art, film, music and more. If you’re passionate
about getting fellow students informed about special
events and shows around campus, the life section is
where that coverage happens. Additionally, people
in the life section are able to have their commentary
on pop culture shared with their comrades. If you’ve
ever listened to a song or watched a movie that you
want to say something about, the life section is the
place for you.
Thirdly, the sports section. Covering sports for
The Daily Campus is an addictive experience. That
is the only way to describe it — attending UConn
sports games and being a firsthand witness to our
athletes’ energy is something that if done once, you’ll
certainly want to do again. As a sports writer you
can attend games and tell the story of an athlete’s
struggles and triumphs in your own voice. The
sports section here at The Daily Campus is filled
with some of the most passionate and well-spoken
writers on campus.
Fourth is the opinion section. At the opinion
section of The Daily Campus, you can write about
almost anything you want. If you’re positive that
your take on a certain subject is one that the world
needs to hear, the opinion section is a platform for
you to spread the word. Not only will writing for
the opinion section be a rewarding experience, but
being in the presence of other writers like you will
broaden your perspective and give you the chance
to hear viewpoints that you may never have heard
if you weren’t there.
Lastly, our photo and video sections. There are so
many skills that creative and compassionate photojournalists have that apply beyond taking photos
or videos. Through visual storytelling, people in
the photo and video sections learn so many lessons
in compassionate and unique storytelling that are
relevant in other aspects of life as well. The experience of being a student photojournalist can teach
you what it means to tell a story and tell it well. You
will learn to see the most interesting and beautiful
parts of life and become a more patient, personable,
passionate and creative person as a result.
Clearly the most important question for people
wanting to get involved at UConn is not, “Should
I join The Daily Campus?” but “How will I choose
what section to join?” All of our sections offer a
number of amazing opportunities and experiences
for students to explore — hope to see you around
here soon!

 


 
by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

In May of this year, Texas Governor Greg Abbott
signed into law one of the most restrictive bans on
abortion in the nation. The law prohibits anyone
from getting an abortion after cardiac activity can
be detected — which is at approximately six weeks
of pregnancy — and the law grants private citizens
the right to sue abortion providers or anyone who
aids in the process after the six week mark.
Last week on Sept. 2, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Texas law. This challenges the landmark
case “Roe v. Wade,” which legalized abortion using the trimester system, with regulations enacted
as the fetus reaches viability as long as maternal
health is not compromised. The new Texas law
does allow for an exception when maternal health
is compromised, but the exceptions are very narrow and do not properly consider every potential
scenario. Futhermore, the law does not allow exemptions in cases of incest or rape.
The new Texas law is extremely restrictive and
does not take medical science into account. This

This new law ... controls
the bodies of those with
a uterus, it provides no
contraceptive measures to
prevent pregnancy, it does
not improve the alternative
options (such as adoption or
foster care systems) and it
does not improve health care
nor other infrastructures that
can help families who do not
have the means to provide for
an unexpected child.

law sets a dangerous precedent in challenging
“Roe v. Wade.”
And, of course, this new law is incredibly
controlling: It controls the bodies of those with
a uterus, it provides no contraceptive measures
to prevent pregnancy, it does not improve the alternative options (such as adoption or foster care
systems) and it does not improve health care nor
other infrastructures that can help families who
do not have the means to provide for an unexpected child.
In Texas, abortion providers have estimated
that out of the patients that seek an abortion, 85%
of them are past the six week point and therefore,
would be unable to get an abortion under the new
law. Six weeks is extremely early in a pregnancy
for someone to get an abortion. To put this into
perspective, doctors estimate that when a person
who menstruates misses their period, they are
approximately four weeks pregnant. Since there
are many reasons for missing a period, it takes
time to conﬁrm pregnancy and to make further
decisions and arrangements.
At the bare minimum, they have two weeks to
conﬁrm they are deﬁnitely pregnant with a pregnancy test or a blood sample, to make a decision
about continuing with the pregnancy and to ﬁnd
an abortion provider. This does not take into account people who have irregular periods and people who may not have access to an abortion clinic,
whether for ﬁnancial reasons, distance or another reason altogether. Therefore, at six weeks, it is
often the case for someone to be unaware they are
pregnant or to be unable to seek an abortion in
this short window.
From a medical perspective, it is extremely difficult to know whether or not the pregnancy is viable. In an article from “The New York Times,” Dr.
Jennifer Villavicencio pointed out that the cardiac
activity present at six weeks is not actually indicative of a true heartbeat. It is not possible to indicate
fetal viability, as it only shows electrical activity
because the heart valves have not formed properly.

See ABORTION, p. 8


by Sana Gupta

CONTRIBUTOR
sana.gupta@uconn.edu

When I think back to my first
days on campus a couple of weeks
ago, I remember hearing some familiar, yet unsettling statements.
“You all made it through a difficult 18 months,” heard in a socially distanced crowd outdoors.
“It feels great to be back here finally teaching you all in person,”
proclaimed by a masked professor in a 250-student lecture hall.
This semester, over 90% of
UConn students are vaccinated
against COVID-19 with one of
three widely-available vaccines.
At this point, it makes sense that
students are ready to get back to
normal. The last academic year
was undoubtedly difficult, and

COVID-19 rates have
been steadily rising
over the past few weeks
in Connecticut and
across the country, as
mask-wearing fades
and “COVID fatigue”
takes over.

ILLUSTRATION BY DIONEL DE BORJA, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

the incredible vaccination rates
on campus are a glimmer of hope
for us all as the campus returns
to nearly full capacity.
However, it would be naive to
ignore the reality of the situation.
COVID-19 rates have been steadily rising over the past few weeks
in Connecticut and across the
country, as mask-wearing fades
and “COVID fatigue” takes over.

Unfortunately, our experience
in the wealthy world is just the
tip of the iceberg. Looking beyond the U.S. reveals a darker
side to the pandemic. Vaccination
rates in the Global South remain
dangerously lower than those in
wealthier countries, which has
implications for all of us.

See NEW NORMAL, p. 8
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Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings
A fantastic origin for a new hero

Simu Liu stars in the newest addition to Marvel Studios films. His role in ‘Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings’ serves as his first leading role. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE INSIDER

by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

After several delays due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, “Shang-Chi
and the Legend of the Ten Rings”
has finally made its way into theaters. The Marvel Studios film
stars an ensemble cast of Simu
Liu, Awkwafina, Meng’er Zhang,
Fala Chen and Tony Leung. The
movie serves as an origin story of
the titular hero Shang-Chi, played
by Liu.
To start, this movie understands
what makes an origin story compelling. Oftentimes in pictures
introducing new characters, the
villain feels thrown-in, almost as
an afterthought. Much of the film
has to show how the hero is born;
thus, less time is spent developing their antagonist. “Shang-Chi
and the Legend of the Ten Rings”
makes the wise decision to make
the villain a key part of the character’s origin. By doing this, they set
up the hero and villain simultaneously, making the antagonist more
developed and the movie more cohesive from the start.
Another reason this film works
is the strong performances of Liu
and Leung. This is Liu’s first leading role in a film — his only previ-

ous major role was a main character in the Canadian TV series
“Kim’s Convenience.” Despite this,
Liu fits right into the leading role,
perfectly balancing the comedic
and heroic sides that encapsulate
a Marvel superhero. Leung is fantastic as the antagonist, bringing
weight and depth to his performance that elevates the picture.
The fight orchestration in
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings” sets it apart from other superhero pictures. The fight
scenes in the first and second act
make great use of their locations,
choosing interesting set pieces that
create entertaining interactions.
These fights emulate the fighting style popularized by Jackie
Chan and other East Asian actors
during the 20th century. Many of
the fights exhibit a dance-like technique, which is new to the Marvel
Universe. This, combined with
creative settings and creature design, makes this picture feel and
look different than a standard superhero movie.
The film succeeds in introducing
us to the character of Shang-Chi
through a well-orchestrated plot,
leaving viewers satisfied and looking forward to what is to come for
the new hero. The film focuses on

themes of loss, responsibility and
acceptance, ultimately delivering
a compelling story that never feels
forced or contrived. The comedy is
quite good throughout the picture
with several moments sure to muster up a laugh from the audience.
In terms of negatives, the thirdact fight sequence was a bit underwhelming. Although, that is
only because of how exciting the
battles in the first two acts were.
The final fight scene leans more
heavily into visual effects, which
although not inherently a problem, causes the scene to lose that
hand-to-hand style of the first few
fights. Though I understand going all out at the end, I do think a
more subdued, emotional battle in
a manner similar to the first few
fights would have been a more effective finale.
In conclusion, “Shang-Chi and
the Legend of the Ten Rings” is a
great entry to the Marvel Cinematic Universe bringing compelling
characters, unique set pieces and a
brand new hero to the screen. For
those reasons, I give this movie a
moderately strong recommendation.
Rating: 4.35/5

Simu Liu and his co-stars Awkwafina and Meng’er Zhang on set. Writer
Zachary Wisnefsky gave the movie a 4.35 out of 5 stars, saying that the
movie brings compelling characters and unique set pieces to the big
screen. PHOTO COURTESY OF VULTURE.COM

Shang-Chi and the film’s villain, Mandarin, played by Tony Leung, battle in one of the more intense scenes. The fight choreography in the film echo fighting styles popularized by
Jackie Chan and other East Asian martial artists in the 20th century. PHOTO COURTESY OF THEWRAP.COM
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Yet another Cinderella story
by Abigayl Palmer
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
abigayl.palmer@uconn.edu

If you feel like you’ve seen more
than enough remakes of the Cinderella fairytale, you’re probably right —
but the new Amazon Original version
starring Camilla Cabello might be
worth the watch anyway. The remake
of the classic tale also features Idina
Menzel, Nicholas Galitzine, Billy Porter and James Corden. The latter is a
producer on the film and the voice
of James, making up one third of the
talking mice trio.
The movie musical was written
and produced by “30 Rock” and
“Pitch Perfect” alum, Kay Cannon,
whose contemporary reimagining of
the tale gives old Cinderella the boot
and makes way for Ella, a self-taught
dressmaker who doesn’t dream about
true love, but about her career aspirations as a world-renowned designer.
“Wait, so I could rewrite this story
in a way that would’ve spoken to my
younger self?” Cannon said about
getting the opportunity to write the
movie in an interview with the Los
Angeles Times.
Cannon’s rewrite stays true to the
classic story in many ways. Audiences don’t miss out on the whimsical journey of the mistreated girl to
the ultimate makeover by a magical
godparent, to eventually her transformation into a princess. But this
version of “Cinderella” incorporates
modern twists that are sure to appeal
to a new generation of viewers. Not
only is the title character given a girlboss upgrade, but the traditionally
female role of the Fairy Godmother
is rebranded as Fabulous Godmother or “Fab G” for short, filled by the
Tony and Emmy award winner, Billy
Porter.
“It evolved and the thing that came
out of the evolution was ‘magic has no
gender,’ so make it genderless, gender-free, gender-fluid whatever you

Camilla Cabello, Billy Porter and Nicholas Galitzine star in the 2021 modern spin on the classic fairytale movie “Cinderella.” Writer Abigayl Palmer
liked how this Cinderella remake introduces more progressive ideas behind the characters. PHOTO COURTESY OF TWITTER

want to say,” said Porter in an interview with Insider. “There is no gender.”
The new version of the story carves
out space for hard-hitting relevant
topics like gender inequality, as seen
through Ella’s struggle to establish
herself as a businesswoman, and environmental concerns, mentioned
in quips from supporting character
Princess Gwen.
While this is by no means a groundbreaking performance of Cinderella
by Camilla Cabello, she holds her
ground amongst a cast of seasoned

actors including Pierce Brosnan and
“Modern Love” star, Minnie Driver.
She won’t be getting any nods from the
Academy, but Cabello’s performance
was humorous and light-hearted,
making for a fair acting debut. Say
what you want about her acting skills,
but one thing is for sure: This girl can
sing.
The former member of pop girl
group Fifth Harmony shows off her
pipes in an original song she wrote
for the soundtrack titled, “Million
to One.” She also accompanies Idina Menzel in another original track,

“Dream Girl.”
“If you take it out of the movie, it’s
a universal cry for all the struggle of
not being recognized and appreciated
for who you are, and the pain of someone telling you that your dreams don’t
matter … I’m so fortunate [Cannon]
trusted me with this — it’s really a
milestone in my career,” Menzel commented about the song.
The movie features other singalong-friendly popular tracks like
Queen’s “Somebody to Love” sung by
Prince Robert (Galitzine). In his only
scene in the film, Billy Porter puts on

perhaps the best performance in the
movie with Earth, Wind & Fire’s hit,
“Shining Star.”
With an abundance of color, music, action and romance, “Cinderella”
has a lot to offer for a wide range of
audiences. It’s a great family movie
that skews toward younger viewers and can be enjoyed by older ones
too. While this probably won't make
your list of must-watch Cinderella remakes, I can’t say you’ll regret giving
it a watch. “Cinderella” is in theaters
now and available to stream on Amazon Prime Video.

LANY’s dreamy, urban sound
returns with ‘gg bb xx’

by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

The indie pop band LANY is back
in fine form with their latest record,
“gg bb xx,” released on Friday, Sept. 3.
Despite its gibberish-sounding name,
the album certainly doesn’t sound like
such, presenting a strong composition
of nostalgic, dreamy tunes reminiscent
of their self-named debut, well-balanced with tracks more in line with the
emotional ballads of “Malibu Nights.”
With a variety of moods expressed in
the 12 tracks, “gg bb xx” offers an exploration of album composition for the
band, as well as comfort in the songs’
synth- and electro-pop leanings, culminating in an album that is my favorite since “LANY.”
A constant struggle for artists is the
amorphous nature of their music; balancing an individual style with innovative sound. With the release of a new
record or song comes critics’ and fans’
remarks about the artist “not staying
true to their sound,” the music sounding repetitive or how their older work
is superior. I’m pretty open-minded
when it comes to evaluating the new
music of artists I like, but I am also
no stranger to critiquing such work.
Exhibit A, Taylor Swift, who I have
followed through her various eras —
although I have listened to and supported all of her music, I acknowledge
what I have and haven’t liked about her
evolution.
Same for LANY: I became a big fan
of the chill but upbeat urban sound of
their self-titled album, and followed
the band through the releases of their
second and third studio albums. Although lyrically and artistically impressive in its atmospheric vulnera-

bility — clearly produced following an
impactful breakup — the 2018 release
suffered from an imbalance of slower
tracks. Since “Malibu Nights” only has
nine songs, the dreamy, drowsy and
sometimes boring beat dragged down
the album as a whole. That’s not to say
I don’t think “Thick and Thin,” “Thru
These Tears” and “I Don’t Wanna Love
You Anymore” aren’t heartwrenching,
but an album of mostly heart wrenchers isn’t what I’ll turn on in the car
(see Taylor Swift’s “Red” for an album
that is clearly about breakups and
heartache, yet still captures my attention with its artistry and diversity of
tracks).
“Mama’s Boy” bounced back a bit
with a different subject and more exploration of airy sound, yet LANY’s
third studio album still didn’t stand out
to me. So yes, although I understand
and appreciate artists exploring with
their music, they still need to produce
a well-curated album, and I’m glad to
say LANY does just that with “gg bb
xx.”
The seemingly meaningless album
title is charmingly in line with the vibe
of the band and this record. LANY itself doesn’t mean anything either: it’s
just an acronym for “Los Angeles New
York” and pronounced “lay-nee.” Lead
singer Paul Jason Klein expressed the
exploration and abstraction of “gg bb
xx,” yet clarified that it is not a concept
album.
“[I] was too obsessed with the feeling of these 12 songs to attach any real
words to the title so [I] made up a
phrase or a series of letters and now we
have an album with a name that has no
past history or preconceived notions
… and [I] love that,” Klein said in an
Instagram post on July 12 when he an-

nounced the band’s new album. “[A]
s always, [I]’m lyrically an open book.
[B]ut this is not a concept album … unless the concept is the sprawling range
of my emotions and experiences from
the last few years of my life.”
I’m not sure how an album without
an overarching theme fits more cohesively than some of LANY’s other
entries, but maybe that speaks more
to the band’s maturation. Some of the
songs in “gg bb xx” are more fun and
upbeat (“Dancing in the Kitchen,”
“Care Less”) while others evoke the
deep, thoughtful lyricism that Klein
is known for (“Ex I Never Had,” “Roll
Over Baby”). Listening to the album
in order is a treat: “Get Away,” with
its upbeat sound and electropop beats
brought me right back to 2017, and
“One Minute Left to Live'” is eerily fit-

ting to close out the album.
Whether they anticipate better
conditions for concerts next year or
they had time in quarantine to produce more content, artists have been
announcing tour dates and dropping
new music left and right: Lorde, Ed
Sheeran, Billie Eilish, Kacey Musgraves, Clairo, Troye Sivan, Walk the
Moon — need I say more? The Los
Angeles-based group is no different,
announcing their new album on social
media in July and the accompanying
tour a week later with 30 dates in the
U.S, U.K., Canada and Ireland. Prior to
the announcement, one could tell the
band was gearing up for more music as
they teamed up with country pop singer Kelsey Ballerini on “I Quit Drinking”
and released “Dancing in the Kitchen”
a few weeks later. In fact, they were

quite quick with their turnaround
and the rest of their music releases: 60
hours after the album announcement,
LANY released two songs off of “gg bb
xx” — “Up to Me” and the demo version of “DNA” — a separate single with
220 Kid, “Stupid Feelings” and “Never
Mind, Let’s Break Up” off of the album
was released.
LANY had released “Mama’s Boy,”
last October, so I wasn’t expecting
new music from them any time soon.
Yet “gg bb xx” was a pleasant surprise
from the band I didn’t know I needed.
Rating: 4/5
Top picks: “Get Away,” “Care
Less,” “Never Mind, Let’s Break
Up”

Cover art from LANY’s latest album “gg bb xx.” Life Editor Hollie Lao gives LANY’s latest album a 4 out
5 stars because it presents a strong composition of nostalgic and dreamy tunes that are reminscent
of their debut album. PHOTO COURTESY OF TWITTER
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This Week In History: Sept. 7-11
by Gino Giansanti Jr.
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR
gino.giansanti_ jr@uconn.edu

Welcome back, my fellow historians, to another exciting year of
far-off places, gripping characters
and turbulent times (oh my!). In the
first edition of This Week in History for the 2021-2022 school year, we
will take a look at the many events
that have come to define the world
we live in. So let’s dive in!
On Sept. 8, 1504, 517 years
ago, Michelangelo unveiled his
statue of David to the people of
Florence, Italy.
Quite possibly the greatest sculpture of the High Renaissance, the
David was first commissioned in
1501 by the Opera del Duomo
to be placed on the roof
of the Cathedral of
Florence. The
26-year-old
genius,

Michelangelo’s
famous
“David” stands in
the Galleria dell’Accademia. PHOTO COURTESY OF
ACCADEMIA.ORG

Michelangelo Buonarroti, took
three years to complete the 17-foottall, 12,000 pound masterpiece.
Upon its unveiling, the Cathedral Vestry Board, which included
the likes of Leonardo da Vinci and
Sandro Botticelli, decided it should
be kept on the ground so passersby could enjoy its immense beauty.
Truth be told, it would have been a
logistical nightmare to try to lift the
statue 376 feet up to the roof of the
cathedral, so it’s probably best “David” was never put on the pedestal
he was meant for.
Today, the David stands in the
Galleria dell’Accademia, a museum built to house the statue since
1873. As someone fortunate enough
to have visited the marble monu-

ment, I can say it is a breathtaking
must-see for anyone looking to see
the many sites of Florence.
On Sept. 8, 1664, 357 years
ago, the Dutch settlement of
New Amsterdam was captured
by the English and renamed
“New York.”
Few people realize the bustling
streets of downtown Manhattan
were originally laid by the Dutch,
not the English. Though Henry
Hudson, the famed naval explorer,
was born in the Kingdom of England, he sailed under the Dutch
flag as he traveled down the river
that now bears his name. Hudson
claimed much of modern-day New
York State for the Dutch, who called
it ‘New Netherlands.’
As the myth goes, in
1626, the Dutch
“purchased”
the
island
of Manhattan

from the Lenape Native Americans
with some trinkets and beads worth
a whopping $24. The reality was the
Dutch believed this to be fair trade,
while the Lenape believed this to be
an act of good will that would allow
them to share the island. Conflict
and bloodshed soon followed.
To guard against outsiders, the
Dutch built a small settlement on
the tip of the island with a wall
protecting them to the north (modern-day Wall Street) and a broad
avenue running through the center
for trade (modern-day Broadway).
Unlike the Puritans of Boston or the
Quakers of Philadelphia, the Dutch
established New Amsterdam, not
for religious freedom, but to make
money. Interestingly enough the Financial District of New York City is
in the exact spot of the first Dutch
merchant houses, and people have
been going there to make a profit
ever since.
The Dutch settlers were so concerned about making money they
refused to fight against the English when they attacked because it
would cost too much to rebuild if a
war was to take place.
While it has been more than three
centuries since the Dutch ran the
Big Apple, Dutch influence can still
be seen in the Anglocized versions
of Dutch names: Breukelen (modern-day Brooklyn), New Haarlem
(Harlem) and Jonas Bronck’s family
farm (The Bronx).
The old Dutch quarter of New
York City made history books again
on Sept. 11, 2001, 20 years ago, when
2,977 people across America lost
their lives in the deadly terrorist attacks on the United States.
So many Americans can recall exactly what they were doing
when they learned that American
Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the
north tower of the World Trade
Center. So many initially heard of
the incident and believed it to be a

fluke accident. President George
W. Bush himself, who was about
to give a speech at an elementary
school, figured the pilot had a heart
attack. Little did the world know
what horrific events would soon
follow.
Over the course of an hour anda-half, four planes were hijacked
by Al-Qaeda terrorists and struck
various locations across the eastern
seaboard, with the first two striking
the north and south towers of the
World Trade Center, the third striking the Pentagon in Washington
and the fourth being grounded in
rural PA after passengers attacked
the hijackers.
Events in New York took a turn
for the worse when the two towers
collapsed under the intense heat of
the fire and the 20,000 gallons of jet
fuel lodged in the buildings’ cores.
Smoke and debris engulfed lower
Manhattan and hospitalized an additional 10,000 workers, residents
and first responders.
Two decades later, the U.S. made
good on its promise to rebuild with
the One World Trade Center, completed in 2014, standing as the tallest building in America and the
Western Hemisphere. The reflecting pools dug in the foundations
of the twin towers list the names of
all 2,977 lost on that fateful day. The
Department of Homeland Security was founded, and the War on
Terror became the longest war the
United States had ever fought in.
The world was certainly a different
place after Sept. 11, 2001.
While this year marks the 20th
anniversary of the tragedy, and for
the first time ever, more than half
of the UConn students reading this
column will have been born after
9/11, the stories and memories of
those lost continue to stay alive in
the American character and spirit.
They have fallen, but are never forgotten.

A sunset over the freedom tower in New York City. The city is massive and new stories are constantly being created, but this is one Americans will never forget.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE-

WORLDOBSERVATORY.COM

On the left: An illustration of what was before the English settlement of New Amsterdam. When it was captured by the English in 1664, it became “New York.” On the Right: So much
has happened since the horrific events of September 2001 in New York City. Today we still remember those we’ve lost and continue to try and improve safety/security measures everywhere, especially in airports. PHOTO COURTESY OF PINTEREST AND MICHELLE YOUNG OF UNTAPPED NEW YORK
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Photo of the Day | Hello there!

A mug with an endearing message greets those entering the Hugh S. Greer Field House in Storrs on Saturday afternoon. If anyone is missing a “Hello gorgeous” mug, it may still be
sitting there, waiting to be claimed. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Texas’ new law is limiting
reproductive health care
ABORTION, cont. from p. 4
Certain conditions that are deadly to the fetus may also be unknown
prior to the six week mark. An example of this is anencephaly, which
is due to the improper closure of
the neural tube during fetal development. Typically, when the neural
tube closes, it helps form the baby’s
skull, scalp and brain. However,
in cases of anencephaly, portions
of the baby’s brain and skull are
missing and whatever brain tissue
is present is exposed. Babies born
with anencephaly die within a few
hours or days of being born as there
is no treatment or cure.
Anencephaly is usually correctly
diagnosed during the 12 to 13 week
ultrasound. With the new Texas
law, this is too late for an abortion,
and many of these babies would
need to be carried to term regardless of the fact that anencephaly is a
lethal condition. Other babies with
deadly conditions that could be detected on an ultrasound past the six
week mark would also have to be
carried to term due to the restrictive
nature of this law.
Although the Texas law does
have exceptions in cases where
maternal health is compromised,

Level 1
Sudoku

2

Elizabeth Nash, state policy analyst for the Guttmacher Institute
(a research organization that supports abortion rights), pointed out
that the exceptions are very narrow
in an article from The New York
Times. Additionally, due to the potential consequences for abortion
providers enumerated in the law,
Nash predicted that health providers will interpret that aspect of the
law conservatively.
The new Texas abortion law is
clearly immensely detrimental.
The law is restrictive, controlling
and does not consider medical science. This creates a harmful precedent and may cause states around
the country to enact even stricter
abortion laws. Abortion is a part of
comprehensive reproductive health
care and should be treated as such.
Studies show that easier access
to birth control is a better way to
reduce abortions than to restrict
abortion access. Instead of controlling the bodies of those who are
pregnant, provide them the means
to prevent becoming pregnant altogether. This could be in the form
of comprehensive sex education
or more widely available contraceptive and birth control options.
However, given recent U.S. laws

3

restricting access to contraceptives
through employee health plans,
governments in the U.S. are far
more interested in controlling the
bodies of those who are pregnant
than ensuring that abortions occur
less frequently.
Creating better systems that support people after a baby is born
would help reduce the number of
abortions for those who cannot afford to raise a baby. This could be
in the form of increased universal
health care, paid family leave or
other infrastructure changes that
support families. However, once
again, this is not currently the case
in the U.S., as health care is still unaffordable for many people.
Rather than restricting abortions
and making it almost impossible
for people who are pregnant to get
an abortion, the bigger problem lies
in access to contraceptives and improving the systems we live in. The
new Texas law is creating a dangerous precedent that limits an aspect
of health care. Abortion is a part of
reproductive health care and creating restrictions that are not based
on medical science nor in the interest of those who are pregnant is
extremely detrimental.

4

The COVID-19
pandemic isn’t
over yet
NEW NORMAL, cont. from p. 4
It would be naive to ignore
the impact imperialism has on
vaccine distribution and access.
Rich countries have economic
and political leverage that allows
them to obtain vaccines in numbers far greater than they actually need, preventing less powerful nations from inoculating
their populations.
Earlier in the pandemic, a
program called COVAX was
created, in part by the World
Health Organization, in order
to target vaccine disparity and
ensure that at least 20% of each
country’s population receives
a COVID-19 vaccine. However,
many scientists and doctors predict that most countries will not
have adequate access to vaccines
until 2022 or 2023. Even programs like COVAX are unable to
fill the gaps created by the imperialistic hoarding of vaccines by
wealthy countries.
The issue this causes is dangerous for all of us: The more
the virus is allowed to ravage the
Global South – and unvaccinated
individuals in general – the more
likely it is for new mutations to
completely nullify the progress
we have made so far. Until we
achieve herd immunity globally, all of us are vulnerable to the

variations and increased spread
that may result from a largely
unvaccinated world. Assuming
the pandemic is over is a dangerous Eurocentric view that ignores how deeply connected our
world is in this global age and
how much responsibility we owe
each other.
While the prospect of huge
get-togethers, unmasked events
and a return to normal is exciting, we owe it to each other here
on campus and around the world
to help slow the formation and
spread of new COVID-19 mutations and variants.
America is built on the principles of individual rights and
freedoms, but it is important to
remember our responsibilities to
society too. We are all part of a
plethora of communities — our
campus, our hometowns, our
states and our world. While most
of us here are able to receive vaccines, many people in our communities do not have access to
the same resources. We’re used
to driving sober to protect others on the roads with us and going through painfully long TSA
lines at the airport to make our
flights safe. Likewise, it is our
responsibility to do what we can
to keep our fellow Huskies (and
our world) healthy and safe.

DYK?

50% of apartments in Los
Angeles don’t come with a
fridge. This is legal, as fridges
are considered an “amenity,”
and therefore landlords are
not required to provide one.
IN JAPAN, DOMINO’S STARTED
TESTING PIZZA DELIVERY VIA
REINDEER IN 2016.
FACTS COURTESY OF THEFACTSITE.COM

Solution to Saturday’s puzzle

9/6/21
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NFL 2021: AFC clearly the deeper, more powerful conference
AP — It’s almost as if the NFL is
emulating college football heading
into the 2021 season. Yes, the Buccaneers are the defending champions
and the Packers deservedly have title
aspirations.
The rest of the NFC, well, it looks
more like Conference USA in comparison to the AFC, the professional
version of the SEC. It is that lopsided.
Consider the likes of the Chiefs,
Bills, Ravens, Browns, Steelers, Titans, Colts, Dolphins, Patriots and
Chargers. All have their supporters as Super Bowl contenders, with
Kansas City, Buffalo, Baltimore and
Cleveland ahead of a packed field.
On the other side, it’s difficult to
take anyone seriously in the NFC
East or North (aside from Green
Bay). While the NFC West is strong
and will be tightly contested, all four
members — Rams, Seahawks, 49ers,
Cardinals — have major questions for
the Bucs, who brought back virtually everyone — a rare feat for a Super
Bowl winner, even one with Tom
Brady at quarterback — and Packers
already pretty much have answered.
“You want the road to the Super
Bowl, the road to where we want to
get to, to be as hard as possible,” says
Titans safety Kevin Byard. “I think
that’s something we can be proud of,
and it also keeps us on our toes to let
us know, ’Hey there’s a lot of competition out there for the AFC championship or just the Super Bowl. We have
to go out here every single day and
work as hard as we can and not take
any days for granted. Because at the
end of the day ... it’s a crowded race,
it’s kind of like a horse race ... You got
to keep going on.
“It’s not one of those deals where
you can get ahead early and think you
can slack off. No, every single day we
have to put the work in and not necessarily really get caught up on who’s
5-0 early in the year, just keeping our
heads down working and we’ll see
where we’re at at the end of the year.”

In this Saturday, Aug. 28, 2021 file photo, Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) hands off the ball during the first half of a preseason NFL football game against the Houston Texans in Houston. PHOTO BY JUSTIN REX/AP

Browns safety John Johnson III,
who jumped conferences this season,
signing with Cleveland as a free agent
after four years with the Rams:
“You got some big-time contenders
— even just in this division alone. And
then you look at Buffalo and Kansas
City and you never know who else
in that division with Kansas City can
come alive. Denver can come alive, so I
think it is pretty competitive, and it’s a
different game.”
A different game in every way,
because the continuing COVID-19
pandemic will likely be a competitive
factor as the NFL plays a 17-game regular season for the first time since the
pandemic.
Vaccinated players have a distinct
freedom advantage in how they can
conduct their lives — at least for now
— compared to the unvaccinated.
More than 93% of the players have

gotten the vaccine, but it doesn’t take
much to cause an outbreak, as the Titans and Cowboys witnessed during
the preseason.
“There’s people’s livelihoods at stake
in terms of people’s jobs,” Bills coach
Sean McDermott said late last month;
Buffalo has had one of the lowest vaccination rates of the 32 teams. “Being
able to count on people is important, so
when you’re going through a week — if
this were a real week — and having the
players out that we’ve had, that makes
it harder to win games that way.”
Injuries, of course, will also be a
key factor; they always are. One of
the most damaging last season was
the severe ankle injury for Dallas
quarterback Dak Prescott. He’s been
hampered by shoulder issues this
summer, so the spotlight Thursday
night will be firmly on him as the
Cowboys kick off the schedule at

Tampa Bay.
Oh, that 44-year-old guy named
Brady behind center for the Buccaneers might grab some attention,
too.
Seven head coaches debut, with
Urban Meyer in Jacksonville the
headliner following his success —
and wanderlust — in the college
game. Four of what figure to be the
worst teams in the league have new
men in charge: Nick Sirianni with
the Eagles, Robert Saleh with the
Jets, Dan Campbell with the Lions,
and the Texans’ David Culley, the
only African American to get one of
the seven openings. Arthur Smith
takes over the Falcons, Brandon
Staley the Chargers.
Meyer’s excitement about the upcoming opener is palpable.
“This is right near the top because
I don’t remember ever coming out of

the chute where the talent is equated across the board and you have a
young quarterback,” he says. “So,
yeah, it is a lot going on but I like
where we are at.”
The league plans to return to
London for games a year after moving those back to U.S. home stadiums. Those matches have Jets vs.
Falcons and Dolphins vs. Jaguars
in October.
One more very noticeable — and
notable — scheduling item: The
Super Bowl in Los Angeles will
be played later than ever, Feb. 13.
That’s smack in the middle of the
Winter Olympics in Beijing.
By then, the AFC will have sorted
out its impressive collection of contenders. Don’t be surprised if the
conference winner finds Brady and
the Bucs or Aaron Rodgers and the
Packers as the opponent.

‘Happy-go-lucky’ teen Fernandez upsets Kerber at US Open
NEW YORK (AP) — Leylah Fernandez is a self-described “happygo-lucky girl” having the time of
her life at Flushing Meadows, raising her fists, pumping her arms
and riling up crowds while beating
two past U.S. Open champions to
reach her first Grand Slam quarterfinal.
A day before her 19th birthday,
the unseeded left-hander from Canada grabbed the last five games to
eliminate 2016 title winner Angelique Kerber 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-2 on Sunday, demonstrating that an earlier
upset of defending champion Naomi Osaka was certainly no fluke.
With grit and guile, plus a veteran’s poise in the face of big deficits
against much more accomplished
opponents, Fernandez is displaying strokes and a demeanor that left
Kerber offering this assessment:
“She can go really far in the next
few years.”
How about over the next week?
There’s no time like the present
for the teens in tennis: Also into
the quarterfinals with a win Sunday was Carlos Alcaraz, an 18-yearold from Spain who became the
youngest man to get that far at the
U.S. Open since 1963 by outlasting
his 32-year-old foe, 141st-ranked
qualifier Peter Gojowczyk of Germany, 5-7, 6-1, 5-7, 6-2, 6-0. Alcaraz
now plays No. 12 seed Felix Auger-Aliassime, a 21-year-old from
Canada who reached his second
straight major quarterfinal by defeating Frances Tiafoe of the U.S.
4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (6), 6-4 with the help of
24 aces.
“At some point, age is just a number,” Auger-Aliassime when asked
about Alcaraz. “He already feels
like a player that is established.”
The 55th-ranked Alcaraz got
past No. 3 Stefanos Tsitsipas in his
previous match and is the youngest player with two five-set Grand
Slam wins in a row since Michael
Chang was 16 at the 1988 U.S. Open.
There’s yet another 18-year-old
in fourth-round action Monday:
Emma Raducanu of Britain, who
plays Shelby Rogers of the U.S.
Ask Fernandez for the secret to
her success, and she repeatedly

Leylah Fernandez, of Canada, reacts after defeating Angelique Kerber, of Germany, during the fourth round
of the US Open tennis championships, Sunday, Sept. 5, 2021, in New York. PHOTO BY JOHN MINCHILLO/AP

mentions two factors. One is being
sure to enjoy her time on court. The
other is support of family, because
her father, who is from Ecuador,
her mother, who is Filipino Canadian and her sisters “have definitely
kept the joy for me.”
She credits Dad — who coaches
her and has been offering instructions in daily phone calls while
back home, taking care of a younger sibling — and Mom — who
is leading the cheers with other
family members and Fernandez’s
fitness trainer in courtside seats
— with teaching a valuable lesson
that has nothing to do with tennis.
They made sure to emphasize,
Fernandez said, that “you can’t take
things too seriously, you’ve got to be
mature but at the same time just be
a kid, let loose, have fun, eat chocolate when you want to, and just
have fun, watch movies, go past

your bedtime.”
Just as against Osaka in Arthur
Ashe Stadium two nights earlier,
Fernandez dropped the opening set
against Kerber in Louis Armstrong
Stadium, which was so full that
would-be spectators were being
turned away at the doors.
And just as against Osaka, Fernandez trailed in the second set:
Kerber led by a break at 4-2.
Both times, the 73rd-ranked
Fernandez managed to get folks
in the seats on her side, exulting with every of her on-the-run,
impossible-angle groundstrokes
that added up to a 45-28 edge in
winners.
Fernandez redirects opponent’s
shots swiftly and seemingly with
ease, sometimes dropping to a knee
near the baseline to get the proper
leverage. That’s a very similar style
to the one another lefty, Kerber,

used to reach No. 1 in the rankings
and claim three Grand Slam titles.
Kerber is 33 and has been playing well enough lately to get to the
Wimbledon semifinals in July, but
instead of that experience paying
off, Fernandez figured the age difference worked in her favor as the
contest stretched past two hours.
“I was honestly tired in the third
set,” Fernandez acknowledged. “But
with that thought, I was telling myself, like, ‘If I’m tired, she must be
exhausted.’”
Still, in the last set, Kerber held a
break point with a chance to go up
3-1. Fernandez erased that chance
with a cross-court forehand winner. Kerber wouldn’t claim another
game.
When it ended, Fernandez lifted her arms, then leaned forward
to put her hands on her knees and
smiled. She stood and patted her

chest with her palm, while Kerber
walked around the net to offer a
clasp of hands and an arm around
Fernandez’s shoulders.
“I remember the feeling really well,” Kerber said when asked
about playing with the sort of loosegrip freedom Fernandez displays.
“I mean it’s [a] few years ago. But
of course, I mean, she has no pressure.”
Now Fernandez, who only once
had been as far as the third round at
a major tournament until now, will
meet No. 5 seed Elina Svitolina in
the quarterfinals. Another women’s
matchup Tuesday will be No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka against 2021 French
Open champion Barbora Krejcikova, who beat two-time Grand Slam
champ Garbiñe Muguruza 6-3, 7-6
(4) after taking a late medical timeout and needing help to leave the
court when the topsy-turvy match
ended.
Fernandez and Alcaraz are
among several fresh faces making
moves at this most tumultuous of
U.S. Opens, where the question at
the start of each day has become,
“Who will pull off a surprise?” —
and there tend to be multiple answers by each night.
Consider Botic van de Zandschulp also part of Sunday’s group.
He’s a 25-year-old Dutchman ranked
117th who became just the third male
qualifier to get to the quarterfinals at
Flushing Meadows since the Open
era began in 1968.
As it is, only nine seeded men
made it to Week 2, the fewest at the
U.S. Open since 2005, and van de
Zandschulp reduced the total by
one with a 6-3, 6-4, 5-7, 5-7, 6-1 victory over No. 11 Diego Schwartzman
in 4 hours, 20 minutes.
Next for van de Zandschulp
comes No. 2 Daniil Medvedev, while
Alcaraz will go up against No. 12
Felix Auger-Aliassime or Frances
Tiafoe.
“Before the tournament,” van de
Zandschulp observed, “no one expected me to reach the quarterfinals
here.”
Seems fair. And applies to players such as Fernandez and Alcaraz,
too.

10

Tuesday, September 7, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Sports
Photo of the Day| Keeping up the spirit

The Jonathan mascot cheers on the UConn football team on the field on Saturday while the Huskies took on the Holy Cross Crusaders. The Huskies lost the home game 38-28.
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UConn football flounders
in home opener
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

It’s very possible that the home
opener for the Huskies could not
have gone worse than it did. After the embarrassing loss in the
opening game of the season to
Fresno State, hopes were cautiously optimistic heading into
Saturday’s game against the
much worse ranked Holy Cross.
These hopes were immediately and brutally dashed.
Despite being a division higher than Holy Cross, despite the
hometown crowds and despite
the fact that Holy Cross is playing a very inexperienced quarterback who runs more than he
throws, the struggles from the
Fresno State game were still
glaringly obvious.
Quarterback Jack Zergiotis managed to play the entire
game — an improvement over the
Fresno State game when he was
subbed out in the fourth quarter. However, many fans were
left wishing he hadn’t. Zergiotis
threw three interceptions and his
only positive play was a 50-yard
pass to freshman Keelan Marion.
Zergiotis was 17 for 41
on completions with 174 yards,
and while he did manage three
touchdowns, any excitement over
that was dampened by the equal
amount of interceptions he gave
up. The offense was boosted by
Kevin Mensah, who became the
running back with the fourthmost yards in UConn history
this game. However, even he was
frequently unable to get past the
struggling offensive line and averaged just over three yards per
rush, with his longest at ten.
Highlights on the defensive side were overshadowed
by the humiliating clip of Lou
Spanos, the team’s defensive
coordinator, abjectly failing to
rally the team who just looked
done.
One of the few highlights
of the game was Devonte Jones,
who forced a fumble in the first
half and had a few tackles, and
Omar Fortt, who recovered the
forced fumble from Jones and
had 12 tackles in the game, six of
them solo.
The special teams unit,
particularly punter Joe McFadden, was successful despite several moments where it looked
like Holy Cross might get a punt
blocked. McFadden punted five

Olympic champs Zverev
and Bencic reach US Open
quarterfinals
NEW YORK (AP) — Alexander
Zverev and Belinda Bencic want a trophy in their hands to go with the gold
medals they had around their necks.
The Tokyo Olympics tennis champions both moved into the quarterfinals
of the U.S. Open on Monday, getting
a step closer to their first Grand Slam
titles.
Zverev beat Jannik Sinner 6-4, 6-4,
7-6 (7) for his 15th straight victory. The
No. 4 seed from Germany started that
run in Japan, carried it through a title
in Cincinnati and then kept right on go-

“I think that’s maybe the last few
months for me, right there,” he said.
Bencic also had her best result in a
major at the U.S. Open, reaching the
semifinals in 2019 in her last appearance. The 24-year-old from Switzerland is a victory away from getting
back there after beating 2020 French
Open champion Iga Swiatek 7-6 (12),
6-3.
The 11th-seeded Bencic pulled out
the lengthy first-set tiebreaker, then
took the second set in 43 minutes —
only about 20 more than the tiebreaker

The UConn football team plays against Holy Cross on Saturday @ 12 at
Rentschler Field. The Huskies lost 38-28 after a strong start winning at the
end of the first quarter. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

times out of the team’s total seven
and averaged over 40 yards per
punt with three punts pinned inside the 20. That’s a pretty decent
special teams performance and
something that could’ve made the
game a lot worse for the Huskies
had it failed.
And yet, those bright
spots feel like they mean nothing
when compared to the dark ones.
For example, the 76-yard rushing
play by Holy Cross’s quarterback
Matthew Sluka. The game can be
summed up easily on that play,
where Sluka looked far more like
college-era Cam Newton than is
entirely reasonable. He completed nine of 16 passes for two touchdowns and 123 yards, and added
129 yards and another touchdown
on 14 rushing attempts, a performance that named him the Offensive Player of the Week for the
Patriots League.
UConn head coach Randy Edsall remarked after the
game that he was disappointed
because he “thought we would
be able to do a little bit more than
what we’re doing,” just a day be-

fore his announcement that this
will be his final season and two
days before he retired effective
immediately.
The
university
announced on Monday that, “Randy Edsall and director of athletics David Benedict have come to
the mutual decision that it is in
the best interest of the UConn
football program for Edsall to
step aside immediately as head
football coach.” Lou Spanos,
currently best known for the clip
of his failed rallying earlier this
week, is now the interim coach
tasked with somehow fixing the
Huskies’ season.
The only real winner on
Saturday in that stadium was
COVID-19; despite masks being
highly recommended outdoors
and required indoors, effectively no one was wearing them
indoors or out. At this point,
simply getting the football team
through the season without a
massive COVID-19 outbreak
would be reasonably considered
a win. It might be the only victory they get this season.

Alexander Zverev, of Germany, celebrates after winning his match
against Jannik Sinner, of Italy, in the fourth round of the US Open tennis championships, Monday, Sept. 6, 2021, in New York.
PHOTO BY SETH WENIG/AP

ing at the U.S. Open, where he was the
runner-up to Dominic Thiem last year.
“I’m happy where I am, I’m happy
with how things are, and I’m happy
with how things were the last few
months,” Zverev said. “I’m in the quarterfinals now, and from here on, the
matches will definitely not get easier.”
Zverev said his gold medal is with
him in New York. The 24-year-old,
who has been accused by a former
girlfriend of domestic abuse, joked in
his on-court interview that he cuddles
with the medal when he’s in bed because he doesn’t have a girlfriend.
He said keeping the medal with him
is a way to remind himself of his success over the last month. He pointed to
the confidence he’s gained from it as a
reason he pulled out a couple of close
games late in the second set, then came
from behind to take the tiebreaker.

lasted.
“The set was so even, so I think in
the tiebreak it’s always a little bit about
luck,” Bencic said.
But luck doesn’t explain her results
in New York, where she has reached
the final eight in three of her six appearances. She was a quarterfinalist in
2014 in her debut.
Bencic will play Britain’s Emma
Raducanu, 18, who joined fellow teenager Leylah Fernandez in the women’s
quarterfinals by beating American
Shelby Rogers 6-2, 6-1.
Raducanu reached the fourth round
in Wimbledon and has now gone a step
further at last year’s Grand Slam tournament. She is the third qualifier in the
professional era, which began in 1968,
to reach the U.S. Open quarterfinals,
joining Barbara Gerken in 1981 and
Kaia Kanepi in 2017.
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Friendly fire pushes UConn women’s soccer past UAlbany
by Stratton Stave
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

On Sunday, the University of Connecticut women’s soccer team faced
off against the University at Albany
and got the job done in a 2-0 victory.
The game started a bit slowly for
both offenses, but the defensive effort was on point. In just the sixth
minute of action, Albany goalkeeper
Sophia Chen made an acrobatic save
to keep things tied at 0-0. The teams
looked relatively even early on, trading chances for much of the first half
while the keepers traded impressive
saves and stops.
The first half-hour of the second
half was largely more of the same:
traded opportunities and nice plays
by the defense and goaltenders.
However, the Huskies began to gain
some momentum and started putting up more shots.
This barrage eventually culminated in the 75th minute, when Isabelle Lynch netted her first goal of
the season. Sophomore midfielder
Lucy Cappadona delivered a beautiful throw-in to Lynch, who created
some space and booted a rocket into
the top-right corner of the net. The
score was a much needed one for
Lynch, who, after leading the team
in goals last year, had not scored
until Sunday. The assist is also a
promising sign for Cappadona, who
established herself as a scorer last
year when she ranked second on the
team in goals.
Not a minute later, Lynch once
again drove down the field into
Great Dane territory looking for
some insurance, firing a pass that
barely overshot her teammate,
sophomore forward Jada Konte.
Although Konte couldn’t get to the
ball, Albany defender Margot Nezaj corralled the pass and promptly
drilled it into the top-left corner of
her own net.
The play left everyone in the stadi-

The Huskies won 1-0 against the Southern Methodist University Perunas with a goal by Cara Jordan (26) in October 2019.

um in disbelief, as it took the UConn
players a brief moment to process
what had just happened before they
knew to start celebrating.
Following this demonstration, the
Huskies went with a more defensive
strategy, shutting down any of the
Great Danes’ hopes of scoring and
leaving the game in a 2-0 victory.
TAKEAWAYS
Mahoney delivers another
great performance:
Sophomore keeper Kaitlyn Ma-

honey had an outstanding performance, recording her second clean
sheet of the season with four saves
and a lot of success preventing potential drives. Sunday was definitely
her most dominant performance thus
far and hopefully it gives her confidence moving forward. It was only
Mahoney’s second complete game of
the season, since she often split playing
time with freshman goalie MaryKate
Ward. It will be interesting to watch
how that position battle continues.
Lynch has found her niche:

It feels evident at this point that the
place where forward Lynch is most
effective is as a spark plug off the
bench. The senior has not scored as a
starter in about three years, while still
leading the team in goals last season.
Coach Margaret Rodriguez would be
remiss to not use her off the bench.
Mazo still out of the lineup:
UConn’s star forward Jessica
Mazo did not suit up for the third
straight contest, which brings up
the question of when she will return. Mazo was an all-Big East first-

FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

team selectee last year and was on
the preseason list this season. The
junior will be critical to the Huskies’
success as they move into conference
play.
LOOKING FORWARD
The Huskies have an enticing
matchup this Thursday, as they are
set to face off against the Brown
Bears at home. It should be a reasonably even contest, which will
give the team a nice close game
to prepare for conference play on
the horizon.

Field Hockey: Huskies split tough weekend 1-1
by Jonathan Synott
ASSOCIATE SPORTS DIRECTOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

The win streak is no more.
After 15 straight victories against
the Scarlet Knights, the Huskies fell
to No. 15 Rutgers on Friday in a double overtime stunner, 2-1.
Both squads didn’t capitalize early, as neither team scored in the first
quarter. The Scarlet Knights were
the first on the board when Carly
Snarski snuck one in early in the
second quarter. Rutgers kept their
offense rolling from there, creating a lot of pressure, but the Huskies didn’t let the relentless Scarlet
Knights convert.
UConn came out strong in the second half, putting up a couple shots in
the third while allowing none from
the opposition. The Huskies had a
great chance to score in the fourth
quarter when freshman Sophia Ugo
was able to get out in transition to
force a 1-on-1 with the keeper. A nice
save from Gianna Glatz was enough
to keep the Huskies at bay, at least
for the time being. Ugo got her revenge five minutes later, slipping
one by Glatz off of a great feed from
captain Kourtney Kennedy with
seven minutes in regulation. Both
teams were held scoreless until the
whistle, so off to OT the game went.
In the two 10-minute, 7-v-7 periods, the Huskies had their chances.
While the Scarlet Knights had more
opportunities (five shots to UConn’s
one), the Huskies came incredibly
close to starting their season 2-1.
With six minutes left in the second
overtime period, a penalty corner
was served up to senior Abby Gooderham, right at the top of the shooting circle.

an extra 20 minutes of game time.
Goalkeeper Cheyenne Sprecher was
stellar in this contest, only allowing
two goals while saving seven shots.
The defense kept their momentum
moving into the rest of the weekend
too, as they shut out UMass Lowell
on Sunday, propelling the team to a
1-0 victory. The River Hawks were
held to only five shots all game, two
of which were on target.
The second contest was more lopsided than the first, as the Huskies
were able to retain possession for
most of the match. They were able to
generate 18 shots to UMass Lowell’s
five, and earned seven penalty corners to the River Hawks’ three.
Despite plenty of opportunities,

UConn just couldn’t seem to hit the
mark often in this match, with Ugo
scoring her second career goal a few
minutes into the second quarter.
Sprecher wasn’t busy as often
in the second game, but she sure
showed up when needed. The two
shots on goal from UMass Lowell
came dangerously close to tying up
the game at one apiece. Most notably, the Huskies lost possession off
of a penalty corner, allowing the opposing team to transition. Defender
Nanne Eijkman and Sprecher were
left to defend a 4-on-2, with Eijkman
blocking a pass through the shooting circle. Sprecher was able to capitalize on the deflection, knocking
the ball away from the goal.

This shutout marked the goalie’s
25th of her career, as well as her 50th
win as a Husky. Look for her to keep
making an impact on the defensive
end, as UConn has only given up
seven goals in four games.
While the defense has been outstanding thus far this season, the
offense has been struggling. They
are still averaging just one goal a
game and have only scored twice
in one contest. There will be some
off games from the back line this
year, and the front line needs to
be there when that happens. Currently, the Huskies are looking for
a consistent scoring threat. They
have certainly had their opportunities, but need someone to break

out and put the ball in the back
of the net. The bright spot in this
area so far is Ugo, who leads the
team in goals, points, shots on goal
and shots on goal percentage. She
looks to continue her efficiency in
putting shots on target, as UConn
needs to assert themselves as a bigger threat offensively.
The Huskies look to improve
upon their 2-2 record when they
take on Boston College on the road.
This should be a challenging game
for UConn, as BC recently beat
powerhouse Northwestern and are
4-0 to start the year. They finish
the weekend at home against Syracuse, which has started the season
2-1.

Wide left.
Just a few minutes later, Rutgers
was awarded a penalty stroke, which
was converted by the team leader in
points, Milena Redlingshoefer.
Ball game.
UConn’s defense was what kept
them in contention Friday, as they
held Rutgers to their lowest-scoring game so far this season, with

The Huskies suffer a 2-1 loss Friday night against the Rutgers Scarlet Knights in a double overtime battle at the Sherman Family Sports Complex.
Down 1-0 the majority of the game, the Huskies were eventually able to grab a goal in the fourth quarter to tie it up and force overtime play. The
Scarlet Knights capitalized on a penalty stroke in the second overtime to win, making it Rutgers third ever victory over UConn out of the 33 lifetime matchups between the two programs. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

12

Tuesday, September 7, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Stratton’s Take: The rivalry America needs is right in front of us
by Stratton Stave
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

Let’s just be honest with each other.
This whole University of Connecticut
football thing? It’s not really working
out. We’ve tried a couple different
solutions. Being part of a conference?
Failed. Being independent? We are
two games in, and it’s not going well.
So hear me out on my revolutionary
idea that will bring meaning back to
UConn football and take the sport
back to its roots of school and state
pride: an annual 13-game series between UConn and the University of
Massachusetts.
Neither team is capable of doing
anything against teams besides each
other, as demonstrated by UConn’s
display on Saturday against FCS
Holy Cross and UMass’ 44-point
beatdown at Pittsburgh. With this
in mind, I do not think having these
teams play once a year is enough.
Sending players out on the field just
to lose by 40 or more points is not
helping anyone, so why not give everyone a chance to win?
Having the opportunity to win
as many as 6 or more games in a
year would also serve to excite the
respective fanbases. It has become
extremely hard to fill up Rentschler
Field in recent years, with average
attendance numbers hovering between one-quarter and one-half capacity. But give the team the chance
to win every game they play? That’ll
certainly fill the stands. What would
be better than getting to watch the
bottom two teams in the FBS square
off week after week?
I’m confident that the UConn Athletic Department could

convince CBS Sports Network to
broadcast the entire series. After all,
they’ve already signed on for all of
the Huskies’ home games this year.
Moving to CBS Sports Network
would likely be quite attractive for
UMass too, which currently plays
their home games on FloSports, an
online streaming service.
The rivalry would also be a PR
machine. Think about how amusing
it would be for beat writers around
college football to discuss UConn
and UMass playing for the 13th consecutive game of the year. The folks
on ESPN’s College Gameday would
also have a blast discussing and picking the winner of the game week after
week. Who knows – perhaps UConn
or UMass could even host gameday.
Ryan McGee, a writer for ESPN’s
Bottom 10, would love the idea. The
weekly column lists and discusses
the ten worst teams in the nation, and
often includes both of these schools.
So what will they play for? Glad
you asked. Most rivalries have a trophy that is awarded to the winner.
Maybe if they’re lucky, the winner
can get an Old Oaken Bucket, an
axe or even the rare Civil ConFLiCT
trophy. However, I don’t think those
have quite enough meaning to commemorate a 13-game series. I propose that UConn and UMass play for
something much bigger: the Southwick Jog. For those who are unfamiliar, that’s the two-square-mile piece
of disputed land that Massachusetts
claims as its own and cuts a hole in
the symmetry of the northern border
of Connecticut.
The existence of the Southwick Jog
makes absolutely no sense geographically, which is part of its charm.
Some say the surveyors who drew up

Pictured above is the Southwick Jog, the area of land in Massachusetts that cuts directly into Connecticut’s
northern border. GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

the lines in the 1600s were drunk and
misplaced the line too far north, using the Jog to compensate in favor of
Massachusetts. There are many other possible answers, but they won’t
matter once the notch is involved in
this yearly battle. Not only does having the Jog as the prize create a tangible incentive, it also generates some
much needed state pride.
Picture this: it’s a blisteringly
cold November afternoon and the
UMass-UConn rivalry is even at
6-6. Despite the intense weather,
you and the entire family excitedly rush over to Rentschler Field to
view the spectacle that is about to
occur. This is bigger than football.
Bragging rights over our neighbor-

ing state are on the line: we need the
Southwick Jog in our possession.
As the years pass, the rivalry inevitably becomes even bigger with
the excitement that it garners locally, nationally and internationally.
Every top-level recruit is now dying
to get a chance to play in this illustrious event. UConn and UMass
are each stacked with five-star talent and this series is considered the
national championship, effectively
overtaking and even abolishing the
college football playoff. As it grows,
a stadium is built in the Jog itself,
with the previous year’s winner
winning home field for all 13 of the
next year’s games.
Lastly, the rivalry needs a name.

What good rivalry doesn’t have a
nice, flashy name? Bob Diaco brilliantly coined the “Civil ConFLiCT”
in 2014, while the historic Iron Bowl
between Alabama and Auburn got
its name in 1964. Historically, the
battle between UConn and UMass has been dubbed “The U-Game”
after the letter U that starts both
school’s nicknames. That just
doesn’t fly though with the game’s
newfound meaning. Its new name?
The Joust for the Jog. Doesn’t it have
a nice ring to it?
Now that I’ve set the table, all that
needs to be done is the scheduling.
My final message to AD David Benedict: My door is always open —
let’s make this happen.

Men’s Soccer: Return of Goal Patrol headbutted by Rhode Island Rams
The University of Connecticut
men’s soccer team was back in action
Friday night in the hopes of starting their season 2-0-0 in front of an
electric home crowd. What they got
instead can only be written down as
“slightly disappointing.†”
Goal Patrol was in it right from the
start. When the starting lineups were
announced – albeit with some technical difficulties (the voice of the PA cut
out from the stadium’s sound system
while naming several players) – the

fans were right there, cheering and
applauding for each player from the
goalkeeper to the forwards.
Eight minutes into the contest,
sophomore Giancarlo Vaccaro had a
prime opportunity to give the Huskies
another early goal, but his shot missed
just to the left and the teams continued to play a scoreless game.
Five minutes later, following a
yellow card on sophomore Thomas
Decottignies, the Rams managed to
capitalize off a good corner kick as
Isak Oystese buried a header past
graduate student Jahmali Waite and
into the net to give the Rams a 1-0 ad-

The Huskies lose to URI despite fighting hard at Joseph J. Morrone Stadium, Sep. 3.
UConn put seven shots on goal to URI’s four, but Rhode Island’s keeper Stefan Schmidt
(1) saved all of them. PHOTO BYKEVIN LINDSTROM, ASSOCIATE PHOTO AND VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

vantage. It was not the start the Huskies wanted, but they still had several
opportunities left to tie this game up.
In the nineteenth minute, sophomore Moussa Wade was given a glorious opportunity to equalize the contest. Everyone in the stadium thought
Wade had his first goal of the season,
but his shot hit the crossbar and
stayed out of the net. Freshman Bjorn
Nikolajewski, who was able to spot
the ball, had a great chance as well,
but his header somehow did not go
in. With goalkeeper Stefan Schmidt
out of the picture, the Rams’ defense
stepped up to deny a UConn goal.
Prior to the 30th minute, junior Ahdan Tait lobbed a beautiful pass over
to freshman sensation Okem Chime
to finish the play, but his attempts at
scoring his third goal in two games
was stopped by Schmidt. The Huskies almost let the Rams double their
lead in the 41st minute, but before
Oystese could collect his brace, Waite
made an incredible diving save to keep
the score at 1-0 in favor of the Rams.
The Huskies wanted to enter the
half with a tied score, but shots by
Mateo Leveque and Jayden Reid were
denied by Schmidt, who picked up
three saves in comparison to Waite’s
one incredible save.
Like most of the game thus far,
the Huskies and Rams played a very
physical contest that ultimately led
to a scuffle in the 58th minute of the
game. That scuffle, which eventually
was broken up with the help of UConn head coach Ray Reid, only managed to get two yellow cards, one for
each team: senior Djimon Johnson
for UConn and Kevin Castaneda for
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Rhode Island.
About four minutes later, freshman Maxwel De-Bodene got his first
opportunity to tie the game up at one
apiece, but the defense successfully
managed to block his shot attempt before it could even get to Schmidt. That
defensive play led to a back-and-forth
affair of possession and keep away
before De-Bodene got a chance to “redeem” his blocked shot.
Fresh off a yellow card, De-Bodene
had the shot of a lifetime, about 10 feet
out and a wide open field with only
Schmidt to beat – but instead of going
into the net, the ball somehow sailed
beyond the net and netted into the
stands just behind the Goal Patrol.
In the 79th minute, senior Dom
Laws had a free kick shot that, with
the right amount of distance and power, could have easily tied up the game.
His shot got the distance, but it did not
go into the net because Schmidt came
through once again with yet another
save that left the Goal Patrol groaning
instead of cheering.
The second opportunity came six
minutes later when Wade had the
chance to be the equalizing hero once
again. Like the previous chance with
Laws, it very well looked like Wade’s
shot was going to go into the net. It
managed to get past Schmidt and got
him to bend like Beckham, but instead of going into the net, it hit the
goal post and ricocheted back onto the
playing field.
Laws managed to get one more shot
off a few minutes later, but his shot
was spotted easily by Schmidt. Rhode
Island did not extend their lead, as
Oystese was denied another oppor-

tunity to get his brace and the Rams
held on to beat the Huskies by a score
of 1-0.
The Rams (2-1-0) had several
chances to score throughout the
game. They got four shots on goal and
nine shots off in total while Schmidt
played out of his mind in the process
of garnering seven saves. Meanwhile,
the Huskies had 15 shots: 14 after the
first goal of the game and despite getting seven of those shots on goal, they
did not score.
Although he lost, Waite picked up
three more saves on some incredible
plays to bring his total up to six for the
season. This was really a game of bad
luck, incredible defense and extreme
physicality. Tough challenges like
Rhode Island are only going to mold
this team into a very good one, despite
what the current Big East projections
say about the men’s soccer team.
Having gone to this game in person, it was so nice to see the stadium
packed with fans and the Goal Patrol
being as loud as ever. Like the defense and the physicality, the atmosphere played a critical part in this
game. This is the stuff that was dearly
missed during last year’s fanless season and is going to have a huge impact on games in the future, such as
contests against Creighton, Yale and
Marquette. One should never take
these amazing games and opportunities for granted again.
The Huskies (1-1-0) will be back
in action on Saturday, Sept. 11, when
they take on the Monmouth Hawks
at Joseph J. Morrone Stadium at 7:00
p.m. The game can be accessed virtually via FloSports.
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Happy Labor Day... especially to our
amazing staff, the Tree Team
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Run with your team, your coach,
your crew, your family, your
heart and with us. Together, We
Run As One. 9.9.21 #WeRunAsOne
#Kickoff2021
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In two days, No. 2 gets inducted
into the @baseballhall.
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

