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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
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Residential Cases*12

as of 6:08 p.m. on Sept. 15

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)2

*positive test results

16 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 22 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

25 years of Connecticut River Conservancy’s Sea Cleanup

The Connecticut River Conser-
vancy is prepared to kick off  their 
25th annual Source to Sea Cleanup 
event this September.   

The event will occur from 
Sept. 24 to 26, allowing volun-
teers will come together to clean 
trash out of the Connecticut 
River and its tributaries.   

While the offi  cial dates have 
been posted, the CRC has encour-
aged volunteers to take part in sea 
cleanups throughout the month, 
coining the phrase “getting dirty 
for cleaner rivers,” according to a 
press release.  

To stay informed and learn more 
about opportunities to get in-

volved, the CRC is updating their 
social media platforms and web-
site with various information and 
important dates.  

Stacey Lennard, who is in 
charge of CRC Cleanup coordina-
tion, encourages all participants to 
get involved and share their clean-
up work on social media to help 
spread awareness. 

“You can help show the problem 
to help solve the problem.  Whether 
you’re inspired by river beauty or 
river pollution, use your imagina-
tion to show how much rivers are 
important to you,” Lennard said. 

At last year’s event, the CRC host-
ed over 1,300 volunteers and 200 
volunteer groups in their Source to 
Sea Cleanup event where 34.9 tons 
of trash was collected, stretching 

across 262 miles of river.  The CRC 
has helped eliminate over 1,200 
tons of trash out of rivers in the last 
25 years the event has been hosted, 
according to a press release. 

The CRC has gained support and 
sponsorship from Eversource, USA 
Waste & Recycling and All Ameri-
can Waste to help organize, pro-
mote and support the events and 
work the CRC does all year long.  

“Our investment in a new state-
of-the-art recycling facility will be 
a keystone for Connecticut’s recy-
cling infrastructure, now and for 
future generations,” Eversource 
Manager of Sustainability Clare 
Connolly said.  

CRC’s partnerships have en-
abled it, and their partners to ben-
efi t, and further promote and work 
towards cleaner rivers. 

“Working with CRC at their Source 
to Sea Cleanup event helps to sustain 
healthy rivers and protect important 
natural resources,” Connolly said.  

Frank M. Antonacci, COO of 
USA Waste and Recycling, has 
partnered with the CRC to help its 
work become more recognized.  

“We look forward to sponsoring 
and participating in the Source to 
Sea cleanup event every year and 
know fi rst-hand that proper waste 
disposal is important to keep our 
rivers and communities clean,” 
Antonacci said.  

The work of the CRC in the past 
25 years has helped create a clean-
er planet while bringing commu-
nities and people together for the 
greater good.   

The organization has done so 
much to help promote its mes-
sage and is hopeful of a cleaner 
future for rivers, according to a 
press release.  

by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

PHOTO GALLERY: UConn students listen to speakers during the Praxis kickoff meeting in the Student 
Union, Sept. 15. Guest speakers included USG President Mason Holland and Connecticut Secretary of 
the State Denise Merrill.
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“Whether you’re 
inspired by river 
beauty or river 
pollution, use your 
imagination to show 
how much rivers 
are important to 
you.”
STACEY LENNARD

UConn Praxis Kickoff 
empowers activism

The undergraduate student advo-
cacy organization, UConn Praxis, 
held its kickoff  event yesterday in 
the University of Connecticut Stu-
dent Union building. 

The event was led by the organi-
zation’s president Natalie Seier, vice 
president Rebecca Tripp, treasurer 
Ben Albee and retention recruit-
ment director Gianella Anyosa. 

Tripp said UConn students will 
be inheriting a world that is far from 
perfect which is why they must 
“take up space.” 

“Visionary, mediator, mentor, 
strategist, thinker, writer, dream-
er...mobilizer. You’re in here some-
where, and I want you to hold onto 
the word that resonated most with 
you,” Tripp said. “Leaders don’t fi t 
in a box. They think outside it and 
defi ne how to take up space.” 

Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment President Mason Holland said 
student activism was one of the most 
important things that students have 
at UConn. 

“We are tired of bringing truth to 
power, because we’re the ones that 
have power within ourselves,” Hol-
land said, “I think that really, really 
does point towards what student ac-
tivism is.” 

He said the two things that make 
activism particularly important on 
campus are students coming togeth-
er to advocate for something that af-
fects them and that student activism 
is what “pushes the needle.” 

“Things change when we’re the 
ones that say ‘this is not enough,’” 
Holland said. 

Connecticut Secretary of State 
Denise Merill especially encouraged 
students to get involved in voting, 
noting that in 2008, university stu-
dents had several problems voting 
with 4 to 5 hour long lines. 

“It started a revolution,” Merill said, 
“And it started us down a path of trying 
to get access to voting for everyone.” 

She said it is important to be a part 
of a group like UConn Praxis in or-
der for students to have their voices 
heard, because it takes everyone to 
preserve the right to vote. 

“It’s gonna be up to all of us to 
fi ght for it,” Merill said. 

Srimayi Chaturvedula, a ninth-se-
mester political science and busi-
ness major, said that her campaign 
was close to her heart because she 
witnessed hunger and homeless-
ness all the time in India. 

“These are things that are actu-
ally happening at UConn, there are 
people who are food and home inse-
cure,” Chaturvedula said. “What I 
want to do is do everything I can to 
make life easier for people like that.” 

Nia Moore, an eighth-semester 
student, said she has learned a lot 
working with UConn Praxis and 
plans to create a database of the 
courses on-campus along with their 
associated prices for textbooks.  

Moore also said she feels it is a great 
experience to be around like-minded 
people that respect and care about 
the things she also cares about. 

Anthony Figueroa, a fi rst-semes-
ter sociology major, said he liked 
the event, and that it was good to see 
students who were passionate about 
what they were talking about. 

“I’m a big environmental per-
son, big women’s rights person and 
aff ordable textbooks [advocate]. I 
think if you ask any student, we all 
want aff ordable textbooks, it’s ri-
diculous how much these textbooks 
cost,” he said. 

Figueroa said the “Hunger and 
Homelessness” campaign interested 
him the most because he had wit-
nessed homelessness fi rst-hand. 

“It’s sad to see. They’re people that 
you care about, and they don’t get to 
experience regular life like you and 
me,” Figueroa said. “I really want 
to take ‘Hunger and Homelessness’ 
back to my town, which is Norwalk, 
CT, and give back to all those people 
that I care about.” 

UConn Praxis was formerly the 
Public Interest Research Group, or 
PIRG, but recently rebranded be-
cause it is no longer affi  liated with 
the Connecticut PIRG branch. 

There were a total of 5 campaigns 
that were highlighted at the kickoff , 
which included “Aff ordable Text-
books,” “Sustainable Skies,” “Wom-
en’s Rights,” “Zero Waste” and 
“Hunger & Homelesness.” 

by Mikhael Thompson
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
mikhael.thompson@uconn.edu
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Largest colleges push student vaccines with mandates, prizes
HOW DOES UCONN’S VACCINATION STRATEGY COMPARE TO OTHER AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES?

STORRS, Conn. (AP) — As a new 
semester begins amid a resurgence of 
the coronavirus, 26 of the 50 largest 
public university campuses in the 
U.S. are not mandating that students 
be vaccinated, according to an analy-
sis by The Associated Press.

Approaches on enforcement vary 
widely even among universities that 
do have vaccine mandates, with some 
off ering leniency for students who opt 
out and others expelling those who 
do not comply.

Administrators are emphasizing 
high numbers for student vaccina-
tions as key to bringing some nor-
malcy back to campus and keeping 
instruction in classrooms rather than 
online. Where mandates face political 
opposition, schools are relying on 
incentives and outreach to get more 
students vaccinated.

The universities without vaccine 
mandates include many of the coun-
try’s very largest and account for 
roughly 55% of students enrolled at 
the 50 biggest overall, according to 
the AP analysis, which looked at the 
largest campuses by 2019-2020 enroll-
ment that off er on-campus housing 
and award bachelor’s degrees.

Universities with vaccine mandates 
are concentrated in the Northeast and 
California. Almost all of those with-
out mandates are in states that have 
restricted the ability to implement 
COVID-19 vaccine requirements, in-
cluding Florida, Texas and Arizona.

Here is a look at approaches that 
three public universities are taking 
to get students vaccinated:

UNIVERSITY OF 
CONNECTICUT

Students are required to be vac-
cinated, but the school has been le-
nient with those opposed to getting 
the shots. It has granted over 800 ex-
emptions without denying a single 
request, no matter the reason.

Offi  cials are working with students 
who have not complied with the man-
date to understand their concerns 
about the vaccines, said the univer-
sity’s interim president, Dr. Andrew 
Agwunobi, a pediatrician.

“We would be very sensitive to the 
fact that there is misinformation out 
there, that we might need to educate 
the student,” he said. “So it’s about 
trying to work with that student to 
understand what their concerns are, 
trying to get them to the right place 
in terms of vaccinations.”

The campus set up clinics for un-
vaccinated students to get shots as 
they arrive. Among those who signed 
up was graduate student Cindy Bar-
reto, who said it was hard to get an 
appointment back home in Brazil, 
where her brother was hospitalized 
in intensive care with the virus.

“I know people who are waiting to 

get the vaccine, and I would say don’t 
do that,” she said.

At the school in Storrs where 25% 
of classes were online last year, stu-
dents are hoping for a better experi-
ence this fall. About 90% of classes 
were expected to be in person this se-
mester at the university where about 
11,000 of the 19,000 undergraduates 
live on campus. All students must 
wear masks indoors, and those who 
are unvaccinated face weekly testing.

“I was at my friend’s residence hall, 
and I was just talking to a bunch of 
people, and I was like, ‘I haven’t done 
this in a while, especially with people 
my age,’” said Sahiti Bhyravavahala, a 
sophomore from Avon, Connecticut, 
who spent her freshman year at home 
taking classes online. “So, yes, it does 
feel surreal for sure, overwhelming as 
well. But I’m also very excited to get 
to know people.”

Ten COVID-19 infections have been 

recorded among students since the 
semester began, according to UConn, 
where offi  cials say 97% of students 
are vaccinated.

UNIVERSITY OF 
CENTRAL FLORIDA 
The Orlando campus is holding a 

raffl  e with prizes for vaccinated stu-
dents, off ering the shots at its student 
health center and rolling out a cam-
paign urging students to get “Vac-
ci-Knighted” — a play on the name of 
its sports teams, the Knights.

But an executive order from Re-
publican Gov. Ron DeSantis prevents 
the school and other organizations 
in Florida from mandating vaccines.

Many professors are scared because 
they don’t know who is vaccinated, 
said Joseph Harrington, a physics pro-
fessor and chair of the UCF Faculty 
Senate. He’s part of a group of state 
faculty petitioning the governor to 
allow schools to set their own policies.

“There are some large classes 
where students are sitting in the 
aisles because they’re afraid to sit next 
to other students,” Harrington said. 
“They want to be socially distanced, 
but they can’t, because we’re not al-
lowed to reduce capacity because of 

COVID. We are required to teach in 
fully densifi ed classrooms.”

In the fi rst week of classes, random 
sampling found 72.6% of those sur-
veyed had at least one vaccine dose, 
university spokesman Chad Binette 
said. He said the school is using in-
centives to try to push that number 
higher, including the raffl  e where 
vaccinated students have a chance to 
win textbooks, computers and $5,000 
worth of tuition and fee waivers.

The university says some 12,000 of 
its 72,000 students live on campus. 
It’s recommending students wear 
masks inside.

Over the two weeks ending Sept. 11, 
the university reported 377 COVID-19 
infections among students.

UNIVERSITY OF 
VIRGINIA

Students who don’t comply with a 
school vaccine mandate or apply for a 
religious or medical exemption have 
been kicked out.

Near the start of the semester, 193 
students had been unenrolled for 
not getting the shots, according to 
Dr. Christopher Holstege, director of 
student health and wellness. He said 
the policy aligns with requirements 

that students be vaccinated for other 
diseases such as measles and mumps.

The university called and sent 
emails and text messages to students 
who had not complied to work with 
them on getting their shots or an 
exemption, said Susan Davis, vice 
president for student aff airs. She said 
all of those who were unenrolled will 
be welcomed back in January or later 
if they follow the mandate.

About 97% of the school’s 25,000 stu-
dents and 92% of staff  are vaccinated, 
offi  cials said. Anyone on campus who 
is not vaccinated must wear a mask 
around others — indoors and outdoors 
— and undergo weekly testing.

So far this semester, the school has 
reported 255 COVID-19 cases among 
students.

It’s off ering more than 90% of class-
es in person, compared with last se-
mester, when about half were online.

Mallory Griffi  n, a senior, said most 
students have no issue with the vac-
cine mandate.

“I think the consensus among at least 
everyone I’ve talked to and all of my 
friends is that we’re glad that everybody 
is vaccinated or getting vaccinated, be-
cause that just brings us one step closer 
to hopefully being able to return com-
pletely to normal,” Griffi  n said.

UConn sophomore Sahiti Bhyravavajhala assists students moving into Shippee Hall on the Storrs, Conn. campus, Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. UConn 
is one of many schools across the nation mandating that returning students be vaccinated against COVID-19. An analysis by the Associated 
Press shows 26 of the nation’s 50 largest public universities aren’t requiring the vaccination. 
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“I know people who 
are waiting to get the 
vaccine, and I would 

say don’t do that.”
CINDY BARRETO



Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error 
materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first incorrect 
insertion. Ads will only be printed if they are accompanied by both first 
and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be 
subject to verification. All advertising is subject to acceptance by The Daily 
Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy at its sole discretion. 
The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.

CLASSIFIEDS

News
Thursday, September 16, 2021 • DailyCampus.com 03

Connecticut woman, daughter 
charged in Jan. 6 Capitol riot

CANTERBURY, Conn. (AP) — A 
Connecticut woman and her adult 
daughter have been charged with 
trespassing and other crimes for 
entering the U.S. Capitol during 
the Jan. 6 riot by supporters of 
then-President Donald Trump, 
federal authorities said.

Jean Lavin, 56, and Carla Krzy-
wicki, 19, of Canterbury, were 
arrested Tuesday after an un-
identified tipster told the FBI that 
Krzywicki had posted two photos 
on Facebook of her and her mother 
outside the Capitol and of the scene 
inside the building, according to 
court documents.

Both were released without bail 

after a hearing in federal court in 
Hartford. Their case was trans-
ferred to U.S. District Court in 
Washington for a remote hearing 
on Sept 21. They were charged with 
entering or remaining in a restrict-
ed building, disorderly conduct 
and parading, demonstrating or 
picketing in a Capitol building.

Messages were left Wednesday for 
Lavin's public defender and Krzywicki.

More than 600 people are facing 
federal charges in the riot that in-
jured dozens of police officers and 
sent lawmakers into hiding. Five peo-
ple eventually died, including Trump 
supporter Ashli Babbitt, who was 
shot and killed by police. Several po-

lice officers later took their own lives.
The mob stormed the Capitol 

and tried to stop the certification 
of the election victory for President 
Joe Biden.

After getting the tip about Lavin 
and Krzywicki, the FBI found oth-
er photos and video showing them 
in the Capitol and wearing cloth-
ing items supporting Trump, court 
documents say.

Lavin told investigators that she 
and her daughter entered the Capi-
tol out of curiosity and just wanted 
to look around, the FBI says.

Four other Connecticut residents 
have been charged in the Jan. 6 
Capitol breach.

SINCE THE DEADLY ATTACK, 6 CONN. RESIDENTS HAVE BEEN CHARGED

A video surveillance apparatus is seen on the East Front of the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Sept. 10, 2021, 
as security officials prepare for a Sept. 18 demonstration by supporters of the people arrested in the Jan. 
6 riot. The camera surveillance system is on permanent loan from the U.S. Army but will be operated by the 
Capitol Police to enhance security around the Capitol grounds. Law enforcement officials concerned by the 
prospect for violence at a rally in the nation’s capital next week are planning to reinstall protective fencing 
that surrounded the U.S. Capitol for months after the Jan. 6 insurrection there. PHOTO BY J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Gov. Lamont to seek 
90-day extension of 
emergency powers

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Gov. 
Ned Lamont said Tuesday that 
he wants to extend Connecticut's 
mask mandate for public schools 
beyond the end of this month when 
his pandemic-related emergency 
powers are set to expire.

Lamont, a Democrat, said anoth-
er 90-day extension of his powers is 
warranted. State lawmakers have 
extended his emergency declara-
tions in the past, although Republi-
cans and some Democrats have ar-
gued it's time to get back to normal.

“I just think it should contin-
ue a little bit longer,” Lamont told 
reporters following an event in 
Hartford, referring to the mask 
mandate. “We’ve got not just delta, 
but mu. We’ve got flu season. The 

flu is coming up from the southern 
states. I think we’ll know a lot more 
in six weeks.”

Lamont's general counsel has a 
list of 10 executive orders, including 
the mask mandate, that he believes 
should continue beyond the end of 
this month, the governor said. Offi-
cials from his administration were 
planning to meet Tuesday with legis-
lative leaders about extending them.

“What I want is legislative input 
on the executive orders. I’d like to 
know where they stand. I’d like to 
have their fingerprints on some of 
the decisions,” he said.

Lamont said he believes a re-
quirement for masks in public 
schools should remain in effect for 
“a little bit longer.”

Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont, listens during a news conference at 
Goodwin University Sept. 8, 2021, in East Hartford, Conn. On Tuesday, 
Lamont announced his intent to extend panemic-related emergency 
powers for an additional 90 days. PHOTO BY JESSICA HILL/AP

SpaceX launches 4 amateurs 
on private Earth-circling trip

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, with four private citizens onboard, lifts off from Kennedy 
Space Center’s Launch Pad 39-A Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021, in Cape Canaveral , Fla. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRIS O’MEARA/AP

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — 
SpaceX’s first private flight blasted off 
Wednesday night with two contest win-
ners, a health care worker and their rich 
sponsor, the most ambitious leap yet in 
space tourism.

It was the first time a rocket streaked to-
ward orbit with an all-amateur crew — no 
professional astronauts.

The Dragon capsule’s two men and two 
women are looking to spend three days 
circling the world from an unusually high 
orbit — 100 miles (160 kilometers) higher 
than the International Space Station — be-
fore splashing down off the Florida coast 
this weekend.

Leading the flight is Jared Isaacman, 38, 
who made his fortune with a payment-pro-
cessing company he started in his teens.

It’s SpaceX founder Elon Musk’s first 
entry in the competition for space tourism 
dollars. Isaacman is the third billionaire 
to launch this summer, following the brief 
space-skimming flights by Virgin Galac-
tic’s Richard Branson and Blue Origin’s Jeff 
Bezos in July.

Joining Isaacman on the trip dubbed 
Inspiration4 is Hayley Arceneaux, 29, a 
childhood cancer survivor who works as 
a physician assistant where she was treat-
ed — St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal in Memphis, Tennessee. Isaacman has 
pledged $100 million out of his own pocket 
to the hospital and is seeking another $100 
million in donations.

Also along for the ride: sweepstakes 
winners Chris Sembroski, 42, a data en-
gineer in Everett, Washington, and Sian 
Proctor, 51, a community college educator 
in Tempe, Arizona.

Arceneaux is set to become the youngest 
American in space and the first person in 
space with a prosthesis, a titanium rod in 
her left leg.

The recycled Falcon rocket soared from 
the same Kennedy Space Center pad used 
by the company’s three previous astronaut 
flights for NASA. But this time, the Dragon 
capsule aimed for an altitude of 357 miles 
(575 kilometers), just beyond the Hubble 
Space Telescope.

Their fully automated capsule has al-

ready been to orbit: It was used for 
SpaceX’s second astronaut flight for NASA 
to the space station. The only significant 
change is the large domed window at the 
top in place of the usual space station dock-
ing mechanisms.

Isaacman, an accomplished pilot, per-
suaded SpaceX to take the Dragon capsule 
higher than it’s ever been. Initially reluc-
tant because of the increased radiation ex-
posure and other risks, SpaceX agreed af-
ter a safety review.

“Now I just wish we pushed them to go 
higher,” Isaacman told reporters on the eve 
of the flight. “If we’re going to go to the moon 
again and we’re going to go to Mars and be-
yond, then we’ve got to get a little outside of 
our comfort zone and take the next step in 
that direction.”

Isaacman, whose Shift4 Payments com-
pany is based in Allentown, Pennsylvania, 
is picking up the entire tab for the flight but 
won’t say how many millions he paid. He 
and others contend those big price tags that 
will eventually lower the cost.

“Yes, today you must have and be willing 
to part with a large amount of cash to buy 
yourself a trip to space,” said Explorers 
Club President Richard Garriott, a NASA 
astronaut’s son who paid the Russians for 
a space station trip more than a decade ago. 
“But this is the only way we can get the price 
down and expand access, just as it has been 
with other industries before it.

Though the capsule is automated, the 
four Dragon riders spent six months train-
ing for the flight to cope with any emer-
gency. That training included centrifuge 
and fighter jet flights, launch and reentry 
practice in SpaceX’s capsule simulator and 
a grueling trek up Washington’s Mount 
Rainier in the snow.

Four hours before liftoff, the four emerged 
from SpaceX’s huge rocket hangar four 
hours before liftoff, waving and blowing 
kisses to their families and company em-
ployees, before they were driven off to get 
into their sleek white flight suits. Once at 
the launch pad, they posed for pictures and 
bumped gloved fists, before taking the ele-
vator up. Proctor danced as she made her 
way to the hatch.
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T
his past weekend, several members of The Daily 
Campus were subject to attending a day-long 
leadership retreat with other leaders of Tier III 
organizations. For those who don’t know, Tier III 
organizations at the University of Connecticut 
are funded by student fees and are generally the 

biggest, complex and most powerful student-run organizations 
on campus.  

Tier III organizations include The Daily Campus, Under-
graduate Student Government, The Nutmeg Yearbook, Student 
Union Board of Govenors, UConn Student Television, WHUS 
radio and UConn Praxis. While all of these organizations have 
different missions and governance, one thing that they all have 
in common is their impact on campus. They are all intended 
to serve the UConn community in some way, especially un-
dergraduate students. Most students likely don’t know what 
these organizations really do, but if you’ve attended any of the 
number of concerts that SUBOG hosts, enjoyed extra reading 
days before finals (a USG initiative) or gotten a video made for 
free for your club by UCTV, you’ve interacted in some way with 
a Tier III organization.  

One of the most notable takeaways from the Tier III retreat 
this past weekend was that having diverse leaders in these or-
ganizations is very important. And indeed, the 2021-2022 cohort 
of leaders seems like one of the most diverse that UConn Tier 
IIIs have ever seen. But why should students continue to care 
about this, even after this year?

At a predominantly White institution like UConn it is already 
difficult for non-White students to feel like they have a place. If 
all of the groups that supposedly advocate for and tell the stories 
of students are made up of a singular type of person (namely, 
White), that would make it even more difficult. As a university 
community, UConn has a unique role in creating knowledge 
and nurturing critical thought. This role is simply incomplete 
without engagement from people of all backgrounds, and having 
diverse leadership is one way to support a sense of belonging 
in the community. 

Tier III organizations also make a lot of decisions that consider 
who their constituents are and what they want. For example, 
SUBOG decides what artists to bring in for concerts, and Nutmeg 
decides what events to feature in their yearbook. As stewards of 
student fee money, Tier III leaders need to make decisions that 
are in the best interest of the student body. However, the student 
body is made up of people of different races, ethnicities, genders, 
sexual orientations, religions, socio-economic statuses and more 
- there are a lot of different perspectives to consider. Having a 
group of leaders that are as diverse as the student body ensures 
that they serve their constituents to the best of their ability. 

Although this year’s leaders are more diverse than those 
of the past, students should continue to keep diversity in the 
Tier III organizations, especially in the leaders, in mind for 
years to come. 

Editorial
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In case you missed it, Califor-

nia Gov. Gavin Newsom — the 
subject of my last column — sur-
vived his state’s recall election 
this week. With more than 70% 
of the votes counted at the time 
of writing, 63% of the voters have 
checked “no” to recalling New-
som. This result is more of a 
landslide than I expected, though 
I am not at all surprised that Cal-
ifornia will remain blue. 

This week, I will shift my fo-
cus from a prominent west coast 
Democrat to an east coast one, 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
(D-N.Y.). Better known by her 
initials “AOC,” the New York 
congresswoman turned heads by 
wearing a “Tax the Rich” gown 
to the 2021 Met Gala on Monday 
evening. 

Conservative activists had their 
predictable field day with AOC’s 
Met Gala attendance, and I hon-
estly can’t blame them too much. 
Wearing a “Tax the Rich” gown to 
a $35,000-per-ticket event is just 
as tone-deaf as it is bold. And, ac-

cording to Donald Trump Jr., the 
maskless AOC spent her night 
mingling with the “authoritari-
an mask Karens” of high society, 
s u c h c r i t i -
c i s m f r o m 
the 

f o r - m e r 
p r e s i- d e n t ’s 
son falls more on the unhinged 
side. 

Name-calling aside, the merits 
of AOC’s arguments are worth 
considering. Income inequali-
ty in the United States has risen 
steadily for decades, and its ef-
fects have been unsurfaced by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. As AOC 
herself pointed out, the pandemic 

has increased the total wealth of 
America’s billionaires by $4 tril-
lion. 

However, the call to “tax the 
rich” fails to consider just how 
skewed the distribution of tax-
es paid by income group already 
is. In 2018, the top one percent of 
earners — those who made more 
than $540,000 — made 21% of all 
the money earned in the U.S. But 
when the IRS came knocking, 
those one-percenters coughed up 
40% of all the income tax revenue 
collected that year. 

Continuing with the 2018 data, 
I’ll expand this a bit further. The 
next group, the top 2-5%, earned 
16% of all income but paid 20% of 
all taxes. In fact, these wealthy 
Americans are the only group 
consistently punching above 
their weight with the IRS every 
April. 

The third-highest group, the 
top 5-10%, makes and pays 11% of 
both income and taxes, respec-
tively. Perhaps the fact that 10% 
of Americans pay 71% of Ameri-
ca’s income taxes is a better way 
to contextualize this. 

by Carson Swick
STAFF COLUMNIST
carson.swick@uconn.edu
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See RICH, p. 8

“The call 
to ‘tax the rich’ 
fails to consider 
just how skewed 

the distribution of 
taxes paid by income 

group already is.”

Virginity is a social construct created by men to 
control women. It’s just that simple. Society has al-
lowed for men and women to be held to different 
standards of sexual activity. Women who have had 
multiple sexual partners are called “whores” while 
men with the same count are called “players.” But 
let’s also not forget that virgin women are treated 
differently than virgin men. Whereas the former 
are considered more sexually desirable, the latter 
are seen as inexperienced or losers. 

According to Planned Parenthood, the average 
age one loses their virginity is 18. But what even is 
a virgin? Well, it’s someone who has never had sex. 
However, sex means different things to different 
people. Is it penetrative sex? Does oral sex count? 
There are lesbian, gay, bisexual or pansexual peo-
ple who may never have experienced the tradition-
al sense of what sex means at all. Yet, they wouldn’t 
consider themselves virgins. It is up to individuals 
to decide what sex or virginity means to them. 

“A man usually feels the need to have a high body 
count--he may feel accustomed to lie about it, in-
creasing the actual number. The more sex a male 
has, the more his masculinity is asserted,” said 
Odyssey journalist Nikki Grover on the double 
standards concerning body counts, the number of 
sexual partners a person has had. “When a woman 
has a high body count, she is seen as being overly 
promiscuous, a slut, having a “loose” vagina, easy, 
dirty, and the list goes on and on. A man with a high 
body count is praised by his male counterparts, 

whereas a woman with a high body count is reject-
ed by both her male and female counterparts.” 

Virginity isn’t real. Rather, it is an idea that al-
lows a person to determine someone else’s worth 
based on how many people they have slept with. 
It’s a form of objectification, whether you are a man 
or a woman. Losing your virginity is simply an ex-
perience. However, as a society, we have put a lot of 
emotional weight on it so it does have some value 
to some people, and that’s fine, but we shouldn’t 
be putting some people on golden pedestals while 
throwing others down simply because they do not 
fit into our ideas of who they are supposed to be.

“The idea of purity is used as a means to control 
and manipulate us into following social norms, es-
pecially gender norms. It reinforces the idea that 
women lack sexuality. Virginity is treated as a com-
modity that can be lost. So according to this con-
cept, when a woman has sex, she loses her value.” 
said The State Press writer Sky Jordan. “However, 
the construction of this ideal does not just hurt 
women, it’s destructive to men’s sexualities as well. 
Men are widely shamed for remaining virgins, as 
it’s loss is a sign of their masculinity and manhood. 
It’s a “rite of passage,” an exclusive club one can 
only join by engaging in one of the most intimate 
human experiences.” 

Virgin men aren’t losers and virgin women aren’t 
more valuable than non-virgin women. It should 
not be left to a “body count” to decide what makes 
a person worth someone else’s time and people 
should be allowed to explore their bodies as they 
wish without having to worry about how society is 
going to judge them. 
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A fresh place - but 
familiar face - with 
Fresh Fork Cafe

When students arrived on cam-
pus this semester, they were wel-
comed with a shiny new restaurant 
in the same storefront that Bon-
chon occupied until the pandemic 
hit. The Fresh Fork Cafe joins a 
burgeoning business community 
that is excited to revitalize its op-
erations with UConn’s return to 
in-person learning. The restaurant 
benefi ts from its owner not only 
adapting the restaurant’s opera-
tions to the demands of the pan-
demic, but also from his connec-
tions to the school. 

“I graduated in 2008, born and 
raised in Connecticut, met my wife 
at UConn, who graduated from 
the business school here,” Matt 
Tetrault, class of 2008, said. He 
graduated with a degree in eco-
nomics from the College of Liber-
al Arts and Sciences. During our 
interview at the cafe, he rattled o�  
UConn landmarks that students 
are still familiar with and frequent 
today. He lived in Carriage House, 
hung out with friends in Celeron 
and cooked at Ted’s, signaling a 
connection to food since his college 
days. “I cooked in West Hartford at 
The Elbow Room as I fi nished up 
my degree. I’ve been in insurance 
for the last 13 years and still am, 
still doing insurance and fi nance.” 

The cafe is actually Tetrault’s 
second foray into the food indus-
try, the second being GBury2Go 
in South Glastonbury, which was 
created in response to the lack of 
food options he wanted for his 
family, which includes a fi ve-year-
old and eight-year-old. 

“We felt there was a shortage of 
good takeout food, a lot of vegan 
things we were looking for, glu-
ten-free options,” Tetrault said. “A 

lot of restaurants switched to take-
out, they had to adapt their menus, 
and a lot of restaurant’s food is not 
meant to sit for more than two to 
three minutes, which made me 
think of fast casual.” 

Tetrault’s takes the same dining 
experience approach to Fresh Fork 
Cafe. 

“I think fast casual is the way to 
go,” he said. “Most of our dishes 
take fi ve to ten minutes...Every-
thing is a quick turnaround time, 
and I think that this works for ev-
erybody’s lifestyles these days. You 
know, being on the go.” 

Although GBury2Go is a take-

out place, the cafe is more of a sit-
down, casual environment, and 
seeks to fi t into the UConn com-
munity. 

“So the idea with the place in 
Glastonbury and here is, there’s 
something for everyone,” Tetrault 
said. “Up here, there’s a big short-
age of places like this. You know, 
there’s really just a lot of chain 
restaurants and pizza places.” 

The menu selec-
tion was 

b a s e d 

on what Tetrault saw as a lack of 
variation and healthy options in 
general. 

“I think a lot of the students 
that go here, when they go home, 
they have access to all of this type 
of food, and then when they come 
back up to UConn, they don’t. You 
have your typical college fare. Not 
to pick on it, but I think after a 
while, you get a little sick of, you 
know, just getting pizza. So we 
fi gured, why not bring fast casual 
here, which is upscale with very 
fresh ingredients. I mean, our veg-
etables really don’t last longer than 
24 hours. They’re coming in daily 
and we cut them up and make ev-
erything to order. We do our own 
house-pulled pork and the fried 
chicken and chicken sandwich are 
freshly fried. Everything can be 
“de-veganized”, for lack of a bet-
ter term. You can add chicken into 
something, you can make it not 
plant-based anymore.” 

Tetrault acknowledges that such 
is the staple of college campuses, 
and there is a time and place for 
what is currently o� ered at UCo-
nn, but that he’s hoping Fresh Fork 
Cafe diversifi es the food ecosystem 
in Storrs. 

“It feels much needed,” he said. 
“I feel like Storrs has always been 
its own little bubble, its own little 
city, but all the people here come 
from all over the country. And 
there’s this demand for high-end 
fast food, yet there is no o� ering 
for it.” 

Compared to Tetrault’s other op-
eration, they were able to expand 
the menu beyond what works best 
for take-out. 

“There are a few more main-
stream items up here, a lot more 
breakfast because breakfast all-
day seems perfect for the college 
campus,” he said, commenting on 
how he now wakes up at the time 
he used to go to bed. “With the sit-
down operation, we were able to 
do a bit more with stu�  that might 
not travel as far.” 

The interior of the restaurant 
is what Bonchon had, but more 

conducive for a quick lunch or 
staying longer to study. 

“I want to create a very 
welcoming, warm en-

vironment where 
friends and re-

ally anybody 
can come 

in and 
g e t 

something they’re excited to get, 
it’s an inclusive environment you 
are supposed to have in college,” 
Tetrault said. “We also wanted to 
create a cafe atmosphere, if you 
wanted to hang out and do some 
work, feel free.” 

Instead of being daunted by the 
changing face of the food industry 
last summer during the pandem-
ic – no indoor dining leading to 
takeout only operations, less cus-
tomers and employment layo� s 
– Tetrault saw the unprecedented 
changes as a chance to start a busi-
ness that directly adapted to these 
concerns. 

“I mean, we’ve done it twice 
now,” Tetrault said about opening 
a restaurant during COVID-19. 

“Every day is a good day for us. 
We’ve only known it to be hard. 

I believe that if you start a 
business in a very tough cli-

mate, the chances for it to 
survive when times are 

good is therefore that 
much better. It really 
forces you to pay at-
tention to the stu�  I 
learned in econom-
ics, you know, sup-
ply and demand. Is 
there a demand for 
it? I believe there 
is.” 

And to the 
other side of 
the “fresh” in 
its name, the 
Fresh Fork 
Cafe keeps en-
vironmental 
responsibility 

in mind with its sourcing. 
“I think just being an agricultur-

al college, and then also a liberal 
arts college, that’s how having this 
kind of food and we serve every-
thing with sustainability in mind,” 
Tetrault said. “None of our forks 
or spoons are plastic. Everything 
plant, fi ber, compostable, etc. if 
you’re eating in, your food is served 
on a mini sheet pan. It’s less paper, 
so it’s easy for us to clean up. And 
then also the bowls that we serve 
stu�  in for takeout is made out of 
plant fi ber and is microwaveable. 
Everything we give is microwave 
safe, which is good for kids in the 
dorms and apartments to have. 
Even our smoothie cups are not 
actually plastic, they’re made from 
plant fi ber in the USA. You know, 
we’re just doing our best to have 
really high quality stu�  while also 
trying to stay away from as much 
plastic as possible.” 

In its second month of oper-
ation, Tetrault continues to im-
prove how the cafe can serve its 
customers. 

“My favorite part is really just 
refining the process every day, 
you know, what can we do a lit-
tle bit better,” he said. “I’m a big 
believer in a whole bunch of little 
things done well is what makes 
something great. So I mean, I’m 
changing little things constant-
ly that people might not notice, 
but whether it’s the way we cook 
something or how we serve, I 
want to improve.” 

Check out my review of some of 
Fresh Fork Cafe’s food tomorrow 
in Hollieats!

Fresh Fork Cafe, located in the former Bonchon storefront in 
Storrs Center, is a new restaurant that has something for ev-
eryone, including many gluten-free and vegan options. The new 
eatery uses fresh ingredients every day, and everything is served 
sustainably, including takeout bowls and cups made of plant fi-
bers. Pictured above is a selection of Fresh Fork’s menu, including  
Tofu Bahn Mi. 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

“None of our forks 
or spoons are plastic. 
Everything [is] plant, 

fiber, compostable, etc. 
Even our smoothie cups 
are not actually plastic, 

they’re made of plant 
fiber in the USA ... we’re 

just doing our best to 
have really high quality 
stuff while also trying to 
stay away from as much 

plastic as possible.”
MATT TETRAULT, OWNER OF FRESH 

FORK CAFE
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Like I mentioned last week, 
hitting up Ted’s, Huskies and 
Tav are typical activities for the 
21 and older population in the 
area. For those newly legal, it’s 
exciting to visit them and figure 
out the vibe of each bar, their 
quirks and what drinks to get. 
This week, let’s talk about Ted’s 
Restaurant and Bar, or as it’s 
more commonly known to the 
UConn community, Ted’s.  

My friends and I have already 
frequented the upperclassmen 
establishment a few times this 
semester for people’s birthdays, 
since Ted’s gives a special t-shirt 
to those who buy a beaver on 
their birthday. From those few 
times we’ve visited, we’ve been 
able to try a selection of their 
signature drinks. This Thirsty 
Thursday, we’ll give you the run-

down on which flavor we think 
is the best. 

Ted’s famous bionic beavers 
are distinguishable by their 
intimidatingly large size and 
bright, bold colors. Visitors have 
been so apt to order beavers by 
their colors that the drink menu 
on the website only lists the bea-
vers by their colors (blue, green, 
red, purple and orange). If you 
want to know their actual fla-
vors, you’ll have to refer to the 
large banner hanging above the 
bar. From what I remember, they 
are blue coconut, green melon, 
purple raspberry…and that’s the 
extent of my knowledge. The 
other two are pretty self-explan-
atory, and if my inability to re-
member is any indicator, they’re 
not really worth trying. At least, 
not for the amount of drink they 
give you. 

Beavers were infamously 
known for being served with an 
indistinguishable – but proba-

Life
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bly ungodly – amount of alcohol, 
ice and mixers in a huge pitch-
er. Yes, you read that right: a 
60-ounce pitcher for a scant $10. 
Now you know why Ted’s is such 
a hotspot for birthday bashes 
and lively celebrations. Finish-
ing a beaver was an accomplish-
ment in itself.  

Note the past tense: now, Ted’s 
serves its beavers in a small-
er plastic cup, an adaptation to 
the sanitary requirements of 
COVID-19 for single-use drink-
ware. Another loss from the 
pandemic, but perhaps, better in 
the long-run for our livers and 
the aftermath of downing the 
drink. They also have adjusted 
the price accordingly: $8 for per-
haps two-thirds of the original 
size. Unfortunately, I was not 
able to try a beaver in its leg-
endary original chalice - I mean, 
container. However, at least I 
have been able to drink two bea-
vers in one visit on a few occa-

by Daily Campus Life
life@dailycampus.com

BEST
BEAVER?

sions. One time my friends and 
I were served our beavers in the 
tall tupperware containers that 
restaurants typically store soup 
in for takeout. 

In addition to the staple color 
flavors, Ted’s always has a spe-
cial beaver of the month that in-
corporates other flavor profiles 
and liquors, such an apple cider 
beaver with hard cider; a Mex-
ican mule beaver with ginger 
beer and tequila; a Fireball bea-
ver with the titular whiskey and 
this month’s lemonade sour spe-
cial. The last of which has been 
met with praise from the friends 
with whom I have tried them. 

“I think the lemonade one is 
the best because it doesn’t have 
the stronger alcohol taste the 
others do, but isn’t too sweet ei-
ther, it’s just got a nice citrusy 
flavor and I enjoy it a lot,” one 
Thirsty Thursday drinker said. 
In addition to the special lemon-
ade beaver, they have tried the 

green melon beaver. 
Another Thirsty Thursday 

drinker has praised Ted’s special 
beavers in general.  

“Preferred beaver is beaver of 
the month, [it’s a]lways the best 
beaver, except the Fireball bea-
ver,” they said. “Preferred regu-
lar beaver is blue.” 

A third Thirsty Thursday 
drinker similarly cited the blue 
beaver as their go-to. As for me? 
I highly recommend always tak-
ing a look at the special beavers. 
They are always a creative mix 
of flavors and ingredients: the 
apple cider one was dangerously 
delicious, but the Mexican Mule 
flavor has been my top special 
beaver so far. In terms of the 
regular offerings, I used to ride 
the blue coconut wave, but after 
trying green melon earlier this 
month, I’m going to have to go 
green.
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This week, let’s talk about Ted’s 
Restaurant and Bar, or as it’s more 

commonly known to the UConn 
community, Ted’s.  

Ted’s famous bionic beavers are 
distinguishable by their intimidatingly 
large size and bright, bold colors. 

Ted’s Restaurant and Bar, located on the UConn Storrs campus, is famous for the Beaver, an alcoholic beverage that comes in a variety of flavors and 
colors. As mentioned in the poster above, those that visit the bar on their 21st birthday receive a free t-shirt, a rite of passage for many UConn students. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TWITTER (@TEDSBAR)
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CrosswordLos Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

ACROSS
1 Disappearing 

sounds
6 Bridge support

11 __ rule
14 Principle
15 Arrived at a dock, 

perhaps, with “to”
16 Bars often 

scanned, for short
17 Alternative 

medicine 
treatment

19 Masters figure
20 “Where are 

you?” response, 
perhaps

21 Staple of African 
food

22 Poet Gorman 
who read at 
President Biden’s 
inauguration

25 Publicity 
packages

29 Puts up a fight
31 Tijuana titles
32 FEMA supplies
33 High-end Apple 

line
36 “Night on Bald 

Mountain” 
inspiration

42 Arrive, as clouds
43 Take in a heist
45 Market in 

advance
49 Stuffy
52 Perspicacious
55 “¿Cuánto __?”: 

“How much is it?”
56 More than listen
57 Lengthy account
59 “Washington 

Week” airer
60 Order served with 

toothpicks ... and 
what each of the 
other four longest 
answers is?

66 English __
67 Phillips 66 brand
68 Former first 

daughter
69 Exobiology subj.
70 Holds up
71 “Battlestar 

Galactica” enemy

DOWN
1 School support 

gp.
2 Poetic adverb
3 Tokyo’s Yoko

4 Like “The 
Handmaid’s 
Tale,” to many 
critics (but not to 
the author)

5 Arena section
6 Squirt
7 Less cooked
8 Thurman of 

“Batman & Robin”
9 “Yo, what’s new?”

10 Word with glass 
or ware

11 Worker with a 
host family

12 Helen’s 
homeland

13 To the opposite 
side of

15 Pop duo __ & 
Him

18 Unnamed object
21 Ring ref’s decision
22 Hoops three-

point line, e.g.
23 “Where’s my 

Fancy Feast?”
24 Bubbly brand
26 Land bordering 

los Pirineos
27 Belgrade native
28 Classist type
30 Foul
34 Silent speech 

syst.

35 CBS series with 
multiple spin-offs

37 First Nations tribe
38 Doughnut __
39 Common 

dumpster spot
40 Ring sites
41 Entertain
44 Airport safety org.
45 Folks
46 Peter or Jessica
47 Expels
48 Calculating

50 “Leave it to me”
51 ’80s hip-hop 

pioneers
53 Macaroni type
54 Brake parts
58 Yin/yang principle
60 Loops in, briefly
61 Texter’s chuckle
62 One in Mexico
63 Far less than 

100%
64 AFL partner
65 Solo of “Star Wars”

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

 By Jeff Eddings 9/16/21
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
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Huskytalk | What clubs did you sign up for at the Involvement Fair?

“I always split wood 
with my dad as a 
kid, and this club 
looked like the next 
best thing walking 
down Fairfield Way 
as a freshman.”

Mitch Hornak
UConn Woodsmen
Mechanical engineering

“I joined UConn Democrats 
because I knew that I wanted 
to be involved in politics with 
like-minded people, and I knew 
that I would have more opportu-
nities to be involved with legisla-
tors and the legislative process 
through this club than through 
any others.”

Sydney Elkhay
UConn Democrats President
Political science and human rights

“I joined oSTEM after going to the virtual 
involvement fair last year. I was looking 
for a way to connect with other LGBTQ+ 
people on campus, and this club was the 
perfect way for me to do that. I am vice 
president this year, and I’m very excit-
ed to help create the environment that 
helped me feel so welcome on campus 
last year.”

Megan Cunningham
oSTEM
Mechanical engineering and Spanish

“I was training to get my skydiving license at Connecti-
cut Parachutists in Ellington the summer between my 
freshman and sophomore year, when an instructor of 
mine brought it to my attention that UConn has a sky-
diving club. I realized that by joining the club I would be 
able to explore the competitive side of the sport through 
championships and meet a fantastic group of people. Now 
two years, almost 400 skydives and a national collegiate 
skydiving championships medal later, I am serving as the 
president of the club, and enjoying every second of it.”

Xiaoyang “Andy” Ma 
UConn Skydiving
Engineering physics

AOC and other “tax the rich” advo-
cates like Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) 
and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) 
often express the idea that the wealthy 
are not paying their fair share in income 
taxes. Even after perusing through the 
aforementioned 2018 tax data, I funda-
mentally agree with them. 

Though the top 10% of Americans 
pay seven times more in taxes than the 
bottom 90%, they are the ones with the 
resources to scam Uncle Sam. Collab-
orating with elite accountants, setting 
up dummy shell corporations that only 
exist on paper to funnel money and 
deducting yachts when their primary 
residence is paid off (yes, this is a real 
thing) are all legal methods employed 
by the members of this group during 
tax season. 

In 2015, former New York Gov. George 
Pataki (R) said that tax loopholes cost 
the IRS approximately $1.4 trillion. The 
IRS collected $1.9 trillion in income 
taxes that year, so it is reasonable to as-
sume that cracking down on ridiculous 
exemptions like the yacht deduction 
would add a few hundred billion dol-
lars to the federal government’s reve-
nue.

Of course, no legislative action can 

address every loophole. Corporate tax 
policy is quite complicated, as execu-
tives have legally combined or disman-
tled their organizations to cheat in the 
past.

Because corporate assets are harder 
to measure than personal wealth, sim-
ply raising the corporate tax rate will 
not work either. Corporations will, and 
have, taken their headquarters abroad. 
In 2013, more than half of the foreign 
profits reported by U.S. corporations 
were reported in one of seven low-cor-
porate tax countries. Interestingly, 
some of these countries are wealthy Eu-
ropean democracies with an advanced 
welfare state — similar to the systems 
proposed by self-described “democratic 
socialists” like AOC. 

In sum, the principle of “taxing the 
rich” is a great way to jumpstart a suc-
cessful grassroots political campaign, 
especially one with some populism 
sprinkled in. But tax reform, not rais-
es, is the way to close many of the loop-
holes exploited by society’s powerful 
members. In time, such reform will re-
place much of the “tax the rich” debate 
with legitimate and reasonable action. 

And if somehow this column earns 
me the $35,000 necessary for a Met Gala 
ticket next year, I’ll be sure to dress in 
my best “Close the Loopholes” tuxedo.

Scan the 
QR code 
to check 
out our 
new video 
series, 
Weekly 
Recap!

RICH, cont. from p. 4

We must seek 
proper tax reform
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Angels OFs Mike Trout, Jo Adell likely done for the year
CHICAGO (AP) — Mike Trout 

is likely done for the year. Same 
for Jo Adell, another talented out-
fielder for the Los Angeles Angels.

Manager Joe Maddon said 
Wednesday he would be very sur-
prised if Trout played again this 
season. The three-time AL MVP 
injured his right calf running the 
bases May 17 and had a setback 
last month, but he has left open 
the possibility of returning this 
year.

Adell was placed on the 10-
day injured list after he got hurt 
when he crashed into the wall in 
left while trying to catch Garrett 
Stubbs’ RBI double in the ninth 
inning of the Angels’ 4-2 win at 
Houston on Saturday night.

He hit the back of his head 
on the wall on the play, but the 
team said he had a left abdominal 
strain.

“The left side of his body, he's 
feeling something in there where 

he can't really rotate or swing the 
bat, and that's pretty much it,” 
Maddon said.

The fourth-place Angels have 
17 games left after Wednesday 
night's matchup with the Chica-
go White Sox. While leaving open 
the possibility that Adell could 
return, Maddon said “it would be 
hard to imagine.”

Adell, 22, was selected by Los 
Angeles with the No. 10 pick in the 
2017 amateur draft. He made his 
big league debut last year, batting 
.161 in 38 games, but he showed 
more flashes of his potential this 
season.

Adell had three hits and three 
RBIs in his season debut with 
the Angels on Aug. 3. He is hit-
ting .246 with four homers and 26 
RBIs in 35 games.

“Wonderful improvement in 
a lot of his game,” Maddon said. 
“You could take any part of it and 
there's improvement.”

Trout has been trying to come 
back this year, but he experienced 
soreness in his calf after running 
the bases on Aug. 28. A chuckling 
Maddon called his comments on 
Trout an “unofficial statement,” 
not wanting to jump in front of the 
star slugger in ruling him out, but 
he indicated there just isn’t enough 
time left for him to play again.

“I watch him do his work and 
it’s been the same. The guy is like 
so wanting to be out there,” Mad-
don said. “You watch him in the 
dugout every night, he’s on every 
pitch. My God, he’s in on every 
pitch. He comes over and dis-
cusses things with me during the 
course of the game. He’s absolute-
ly, totally engaged.”

Infielder Jose Rojas was recalled 
from Triple-A Salt Lake to replace 
Adell on the roster. Rojas hit .211 
with four homers and 10 RBIs in 
his first 46 games with Los Ange-
les this season.

Los Angeles Angels right fielder Jo Adell cannot catch an RBI-double 
off the wall by Houston Astros’ Garrett Stubbs during the ninth inning 
of a baseball game. PHOTO BY ERIC CHRISTIAN SMITH/ AP

Winston praises Payton as Saints assistants deal with COVID-19

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 
Jameis Winston sees a silver lin-
ing in a COVID-19 outbreak that 
has sidelined six offensive assis-
tants for the New Orleans Saints.

It's coach Sean Payton.
“We got to experience one of the 

best offensive mind head coaches 

ever in the game one-on-one like 
a staff meeting running the team,” 
the veteran quarterback said 
Wednesday after another prac-
tice for the displaced Saints on 
the TCU campus in Fort Worth, 
Texas. “I’ve never been in that 
room of watching tape with Sean, 

New Orleans Saints wide receiver Marquez Callaway (1) walks the field 
during NFL football practice in Fort Worth, Texas, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 
2021. PHOTO BY LM OTERO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Alex Morgan: New contract must 
not cut existing compensation

Alex Morgan says the U.S. wom-
en's national team needs to make 
sure players aren't losing any of 
their existing compensation under 
the identical contract proposals the 
U.S. Soccer Federation has made to 
both the men's and women's teams.

But the team is hopeful for a new 
collective bargaining agreement 
that will address players' concerns 
about equitable pay, she said.

“We still need to chat about the 
statement given by US Soccer. But 
any commitment to equal pay pub-
licly is good,” Morgan said Wednes-
day. "However, we need to look line 
by line at what they’re actually pro-
viding, because if you have equal 
but it’s not even what we got before, 
or to the value that we are, then we 
still consider that to be not good 
enough.”

U.S. Soccer said Tuesday it of-
fered identical contracts to the play-
ers’ associations for the men’s and 
women’s national teams. But the 
governing body also said it would 
refuse to agree to a deal in which 
World Cup prize money is not 
equalized.

The offers are the latest salvo by 
the federation to address the highly 
successful women team's demands 
for compensation equitable to what 
the men's team receives.

The unions for the men and 
women are separate and they have 
no obligation under federal labor 
law to bargain jointly or to agree to 

similar terms. The men’s contract 
expired in December 2018. The 
women’s agreement runs through 
this December.

“We don’t want to start the new 
year without a new CBA in effect, 
so that’s the number one priority of 
our PA, of our legal team," Morgan 
said. “Looking at the (USSF) state-
ments it’s difficult to say, we want 
to feel encouraged and we want to 
be optimistic, but we have seen a 
lot of statements before. What we 

In this June 13, 2021, file photo, United States forward Alex Morgan 
(13) and midfielder Kristie Mewis (22) walk onto the field before their 
soccer game against Jamaica in Houston. PHOTO BY MICHAEL WYKE/ AP

“Women’s team players 
led by Morgan sued the 
federation in March 2019, 
contending they have 
not been paid equitably 
under their collective 
bargaining agreement”

really want to do is see what we 
can do at the negotiation table, see 
those statements be put into action 
in those negotiations. So, of course 
we’re always hopeful, you have to 
continue to have hope.”

The women's team is in Cleve-
land for a match Thursday night 
against Paraguay, the United States' 
first game since earning a bronze 
medal at the Tokyo Olympics in a 

disappointing finish for the Wom-
en's World Cup champions.

U.S. Soccer says it believes the 
best way forward is a single pay 
structure for both senior nation-
al teams. But the federation also 
maintained that some provisions 
currently in the women’s contract, 
like National Women’s Soccer 
League salaries and maternity leave 
and pay, would not necessarily be 
dropped from federation proposals.

The single pay structure would 
include revenue sharing.

“This proposal will ensure that 
USWNT and USMNT players re-
main among the highest-paid se-
nior national team players in the 
world, while providing a revenue 
sharing structure that would allow 
all parties to begin anew and share 
collectively in the opportunity that 
combined investment in the future 
of U.S. Soccer will deliver over the 
course of a new CBA," the federa-
tion said in a statement.

Last week, the federation asked 
the men’s union to voluntarily 
equalize World Cup bonus money 
paid to the federation by FIFA.

FIFA awarded $400 million in 
prize money for the 32 teams at the 
2018 men’s World Cup, including 
$38 million to champion France. 
It awarded $30 million for the 24 
teams at the 2019 Women’s World 
Cup, including $4 million to the 
U.S. after the Americans won their 
second straight title.

Under their labor contract, U.S. 
men got $55,000 each for making 
the 2014 World Cup roster, then split 
$4.3 million for earning four points 
in the group stage and reaching the 
knockout stage. That calculated to 
just under $187,000 per player.

The U.S. women split $862,500 for 
making the roster and $2.53 million 
for winning the 2019 World Cup, 
which came to $147,500 per player.

Women's team players led by 
Morgan sued the federation in 
March 2019, contending they have 
not been paid equitably under their 

collective bargaining agreement 
compared to what the men’s team 
receives under its agreement.

U.S. District Judge R. Gary Klaus-
ner in Los Angeles threw out the 
pay claim in May 2020, ruling the 
women rejected a pay-to-play struc-
ture similar to the one in the men’s 
agreement and instead accepted 
greater base salaries and benefits.

The women asked the 9th Circuit 
to overrule the trial court’s ruling. 
A three-judge panel is likely to hear 
oral arguments late this year or in 
early 2022.

“There’s no clear 
indication when 
the Saints will 
return to their 
facility in suburban 
New Orleans.”

of going through situations with 
Sean and voicing how he would 
like something done.

“I do care about the health of 
our coaches, and I want them to 
get them back. But if they just 
want to let him run the meet-
ings, I would really enjoy it.”

Payton said a group of his 
offensive coaches, along with 
the team's nutritionist and a 
player, have tested positive for 
COVID-19. New Orleans was 
starting its third week of prac-
tice in the Dallas area because 
of damage in southeast Louisi-
ana from Hurricane Ida.

The 16th-year coach didn't 
identify by name any of those 
who had tested positive. But 
Payton later indicated those 
missing from in-person prepa-
rations included an offensive 
line coach, a receivers coach, a 
running backs coach and two 
tight ends coaches. Payton said 
all are vaccinated.

Two people familiar with the 
situation told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday that six of-
fensive assistants had tested 
positive. That person spoke to 
the AP on condition of anonym-
ity because the team and NFL at 
that point had not made a pub-
lic statement about the matter.

Later Tuesday, Michael 
Thomas — who already was 
ineligible to play the first six 
games while on the club’s phys-
ically unable to perform list — 
was placed on New Orleans’ 
COVID-19 reserve list.

The outbreak put the Saints 

in the NFL's enhanced mitigation 
protocols, meaning mandatory 
masking inside facilities, daily 
testing and grab-and-go meals.

Payton said players didn't 
break into the smaller position 
groups they would under nor-
mal conditions. The coach said 
receivers, running backs and 
quarterbacks met. Winston, who 
has repeatedly praised Payton, 
enjoyed it.

“You have so many voices from 
different coaches and different 
agendas that a coach might want 
to get done throughout the day,” 
said Winston, who threw five 
touchdown passes without an 
interception in his New Orleans 

debut, a 38-3 victory over Green 
Bay last weekend. The Saints (1-
0) visit Carolina (1-0) on Sunday.

“When you’ve got the main guy, 
the guy who really runs the show, 
our primary leader running the 
show and voicing to you what he 
wants, how he wants it, why he 
wants it, that’s what you live foot-
ball for,” Winston said.

The names of most others who 

tested positive were not expected 
to be released in the short term 
because of federal medical priva-
cy laws.

It is unclear how long those 
who tested positive will remain 
isolated from the team before 
they may return to the field or 
in-person meetings.

“Protocol obviously is en-
hanced with the team and the 
staff, and that’s part of it, and 
then those that have tested posi-
tive, like everyone else, test daily 
now,” Payton said. “They’re go-
ing to need two negative tests es-
sentially before they can be back 
in the building and working. And 
so we don’t know the timing or 
the timeframe on that.”

The positive tests occurred af-
ter the victory over the Packers in 
Jacksonville, Florida, where the 
game was moved from the Super-
dome because of Hurricane Ida.

The Saints spent the first week 
after the preseason practicing at 
AT&T Stadium, the home of the 
Dallas Cowboys, before moving 
to TCU last week to start prepa-
rations for the opener. There's no 
clear indication when the Saints 
will return to their facility in sub-
urban New Orleans. Now, there's 
a COVID-19 issue.

“I think it fell right into how 
we’ve been adjusting here in Dal-
las,” Winston said. “One thing 
I admire about our head coach, 
he doesn’t blink an eye. He real-
ly embraces those situations. He 
voices to us how we should em-
brace it. We just team up with 
him and we roll with him.”



Hello college football-loving 
friends! As we approach the 
fourth weekend of college foot-
ball action, I have decided to in-
troduce a new column that I will 
be releasing weekly: CFB ATS 
picks! I will take four big match-
ups around the FBS along with 
UConn’s game and predict it 
against the spread. I will battle to 
stay above .500 and I will review 
how I did at the end of each week 
and the season’s conclusion. I 
hope you all enjoy reading this as 
much as I enjoyed writing it! 

No. 1 Alabama (-15.5) 
at No. 11 Florida (Satur-
day at 3:30 p.m. on CBS):  

In Alabama’s fi rst game, they 
had a completely dominant per-

formance against 
14th ranked Mi-
ami, winning 
44-13, largely 
thanks to soph-

omore QB Bryce 
Young’s four touchdowns by 
way of the air. This was followed 
up by a blowout at home ver-
sus Mercer, which didn’t tell us 
much. A key question we need to 
answer is if Miami is overrated. 
If they’re the real deal, then Ala-
bama’s win in Week 1 is very im-
pressive and this week shouldn't 
be an issue, but if they were just 
a missed-preseason projection, 
then the game isn’t useful. The 
Gators, on the other hand, have 
not played any high-quality 
teams, beating FAU and USF 
by 21 and 22, re-
spectively. I just 
don’t have enough 
evidence on Flor-
ida’s legitimacy to 
choose them.  

The pick: Alabama

No. 22 Auburn at No. 
10 Penn State (-6)( Satur-
day at 7:30 p.m. on ABC):

Penn State opened their season 
in a thriller at #12 Wisconsin and 
came out on top in an impressive 
performance. Although it wasn’t 

an off ensive mas-
terpiece, the Nitta-
ny Lions grinded it 
out and picked up 
the victory in the 
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Photo of the Day | Schooling Yale, One ball at a time

The men’s soccer team defeats Yale 4-0 Tuesday night in Morrone Stadium. The Huskies scored twice in the first half and twice in the second half while shutting out the Bulldogs. 
PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/ THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Coleumn: After one 
week of NFL football, what 
have we learned? 

Author’s Note: It’s crazy to think 
that it has been one year since I wrote 
my fi rst article. I am grateful for all 
the articles I have written thus far. 
Here’s to the future articles I write. 

We have waited so long for the re-
turn of NFL football. 16 games into 
the young 2021 NFL season, there 
have been several expectations met, 
several surprises and several dis-
appointments among many other 
storylines. 

What have we learned and what 
can we take away from this one en-
tertaining week of football? 

Dak is Bak

After a gruesome ankle injury in 
week fi ve last year, it was hard to tell 
if Dak Prescott was going to be the 
same. However, in the fi rst game of 
the season, he picked up right where 
he left off . With a new contract to 
boot, Prescott had a ridiculously 
good day, throwing 403 passing yards 
with three touchdowns while throw-
ing a whopping 58 passing attempts. 
In the process, he gave both CeeDee 
Lamb and Amari Copper over 100 
yards of receiving. Especially against 
the undoubtedly best defense in the 
league, Prescott has proven that he is 
back and going to win the Comeback 
Player of the Year. 

The Buccaneers’ Defense 
was at 50 percent of their 
power

The Bucs’ defense did not have 
the best day on Thursday; they al-
lowed 29 points to the Cowboys af-
ter surrendering just nine against 
the Chiefs in the Super Bowl. There 
were several sloppy plays and bad 
penalties on both sides of the ball 
and the defense allowed over 400 
yards, but they did have something 
in their favor in addition to the win 
as they were able to get an inter-
ception and a sack. This possibly 
might be the worse game they play 
this season, and if that is the case, 
then the rest of the league should be 
shaking in their cleats. 

Chandler Jones: DPOY?

Serious question, when has there 
ever been an opening day defen-
sive performance this outstanding? 
While Kyler Murray and DeAndre 
Hopkins were walking all over the 
Titans’ weak defensive unit, Jones 

by Cole Stefan 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
cole.stefan@uconn.edu 

went ahead and, with the assis-
tance of the newly acquired JJ Watt, 
sacked Ryan Tannehill fi ve times 
including three in the fi rst quarter. 
This tied him for the single-game 
team record with Haasan Reddick, 
who reached that mark last season 
(Giants fans, look away). In this 
game alone, Jones proved that he is 
hungry for the Defensive Player of 
the Year Award even though he was 
not a fi nalist last year.  

The Chargers know how 
to win close games 

The primary reason the Chargers 
fi nished 7-9 last season was because 
they lost several games on the fi -
nal possession. Even with Herbert 
having a mediocrely good game 
(337 yards, one touchdown and 
one interception), the defense was 
able to prevent the Washington of-
fense from fi nding the endzone af-
ter the Chargers regained the lead. 
A Washington punt followed by a 
time-consuming drive to the red 
zone from the Chargers was able to 
seal the deal and prevent the Char-
gers from feeling any pain. They 
might not look like contenders yet, 
but one more good game by the 
Chargers and they might be. 

Don’t EVER count out the 
Kansas City Chiefs 

If I told you the Chiefs were los-
ing 22-10 at the half to the Cleveland 
Browns, you would be surprised. 
But, if I told you the Chiefs rallied 
to win the game, then you would 
not be surprised. The Chiefs scored 
on both drives in the third quar-
ter and although Cleveland would 
score a touchdown in the fourth 
to get ahead by nine, Patrick Ma-
homes immediately connected with 
Tyreek Hill on a 75-yard reception 
to cut the defi cit to two. A fake punt 
by the Browns would give the ball 
right back to the Chiefs, who would 
take the lead back less than two 
minutes later. The Browns had two 
more desperate drives, but they 
ended in a punt and an intercep-
tion to seal the 33-29 victory for the 
Chiefs. Just like we said with Brady 
and the Patriots for so many years, 
don’t ever count out the Chiefs. 

The rookies had a good day 

Justin Fields and Trey Lance both 
got reps on Sunday as well as their 
fi rst career touchdowns, whether 
it was in the air (Lance) or by foot 
(Fields). Trevor Lawrence had the 

most passing yards among rookies 
when he threw for 332 yards with 
three touchdowns and three in-
terceptions in a loss to the Texans. 
Zach Wilson helped make the game 
interesting against the Panthers 
with two passing touchdowns of 
his own. Mac Jones had 281 yards 
with a passing touchdown in his 
debut start after sitting behind Cam 
all preseason. It may be one game, 
but the kids are alright. 

San Francisco: The City of 
Near-Heart Attacks 

We all had a feeling the San Fran-
cisco 49ers were going to be a good 
team once they were back to full 
strength, but they still have their 
weaknesses. The Niners punted 
with 5:56 left in the game and it be-
came a turning point. The Lions got 
a touchdown to cut the defi cit to 41-
25. On the ensuing onside kick, the 
football ricocheted off  George Kit-
tle’s helmet and landed back with the 
Lions, which turned into a touch-
down with a 2-point conversion. 
Now down 41-33, the Lions tried 
the onside kick again. San Francis-
co’s possession would have iced the 
game if Deebo Samuel didn’t fumble 
the ball with 58 seconds left. The Li-
ons would take it all the way to the 
Niners’ 24 before bowing out with a 
turnover on downs. If this happens 
every game, there will be serious 
questions raised about the legitima-
cy of the Niners’ playoff  hopes. 

Monday Night Football 
proved that football is offi -
cially back! 

The fourth quarter and overtime of 
this contest was memorable. Here’s 
how every drive went from La-
mar Jacksons’ fi rst fumble onward. 
Touchdown, touchdown, touch-
down, fi eld goal, fi eld goal with 37 
seconds to give, interception, fumble, 
game-winning touchdown. What’s 
even crazier about that sequence is 
that the Raiders’ could have won it on 
the fi rst drive if Bryce Edwards didn’t 
plant his knee a half yard short of the 
endzone and Willie Snead actually 
made the catch. Luckily, the Raiders 
were saved when Jackson fumbled 
again, and Derek Carr found a wide 
open Zay Jones for the game-winning 
touchdown. 

Football is offi  cially back, and if 
every week ends up being as good as 
this one, then there is a great chance 
that the biggest season ever becomes 
the best season ever. Enjoy the 
games; they’re going to be a blast. 

by Stratton Stave 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

The umnCole Stratton’s college 
football ATS 
picks for week 3 

fourth quarter with a game-deciding 
touchdown by Noah Cain. The Penn 
State defense was very effi  cient, 
only allowing 10 points and collect-
ing two interceptions and a fumble. 
Although I do like Auburn quarter-

back Bo Nix’s com-
posure and ability 
to come through in 
big games, I don’t 
know how much I 
trust Auburn with 

the weak competition they’ve played 
so far. With that being said, I think 
that Sean Cliff ord and the Nittany 
Lions will get it done at a packed and 
deafening Beaver Stadium.  

The pick: Penn State 

No. 19 Arizona State (-3.5) 
at No. 23 BYU (Saturday at 
10:15 p.m. on ESPN): 

This matchup might be the most 
intriguing this week, as Arizona 
State, who beat each of their weak 
opponents by 27, travels to Provo to 
face BYU, who just came off  an upset 
victory at home versus rival Utah. 
The Cougars looked sharp in their 
win where they staved 
off  Utah’s comeback bid, 
icing the game with a me-
thodical six-minute drive 
that resulted in a fi eld 
goal that put the contest 
out of reach. The victory 
was impressive for BYU QB Jaren 
Hall, who threw for three touch-
downs without any interceptions. 

I expect the Cougars 
to keep it rolling at 
home by not only 

covering but also 
winning this one.  

The pick: BYU 

No. 8 Cincinnati (-4) at In-
diana (Saturday at noon on 
ESPN):  

Indiana had a completely abysmal 
start to the season, getting 
routed by #18 Iowa, 34-6. 
The Hoosiers had been 
picked by some as a sleep-
er pick to make the play-
off s, which is virtually 
impossible now. They fol-

lowed that contest up with a blow-
out victory against Idaho, a match 
they needed to win. Cincinnati on 
the other hand, has had no trouble 
with their awful schedule thus far, 
winning their two games by a com-

I expect the Cougars 

See ATS, p. 11



bined 70 points. Although I do think 
Indiana is better than they 
showed against Iowa and 
that QB Michael Penix Jr. 
is the real deal, I just think 
that the Bearcats are too 
much to handle, especially 

given the close spread.  

The pick: Cincinnati 

UConn at Army (-33.5), 
(Saturday at noon on CBS 
Sports Network):  

It’s no secret that UConn has not 
been good this year and it certain-
ly shows. Army is better. We know 

this. Built on the option 
off ense that is specifi -
cally designed to wear 
down their opponents, 

Army has a methodical 
and intelligent approach to the 
game of football. UConn’s defense is 
also known for deteriorating as the 
game develops, which will certainly 
be an interesting combination with 
Army’s style. Expect more and more 
missed tackles and breakaway runs 
for Army as the matchup 
progresses.This one will 
get ugly. 

The pick: Army
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this. Built on the option 
off ense that is specifi -
cally designed to wear 
down their opponents, 

Army has a methodical 

ATS,  cont. from p. 10

Schwarber, Vazquez 
power Red Sox past 
Mariners 9-4 in 10

SEATTLE (AP) — Kyle Schwar-
ber and Christian Vazquez drove 
in two runs apiece in the 10th 
inning, and the Boston Red Sox 
beat the Seattle Mariners 9-4 on 
Wednesday to keep pace in the 
AL wild-card race.

Designated runner Jack Lopez 
scored on Tom Murphy’s passed 
ball to start the scoring in the 
six-run 10th to break open a 3-3 
game. J.D. Martinez, Schwarber 
and Vazquez added run-scoring 
hits as Boston beat the Mariners 

for the second day in a row.
All three games in the series be-

tween playoff  contenders were de-
cided in the eighth inning or later.

“It was playoff  baseball,” Red Sox 
manager Alex Cora said. “It feels 
that way. It's fun, to be honest with 
you.”

The Red Sox, Toronto and the 
New York Yankees began the day 
in a virtual tie for the two AL wild-
card spots. Seattle started the day 
three games behind the trio.

Boston gets Thursday off  before 

returning home for eight games 
against Baltimore, the Mets and 
Yankees.

“Not too many people thought 
that the last homestand of the sea-
son was going to mean something,” 
Cora said. “Now it means a lot.”

Alex Verdugo singled against 
Eric Swanson (0-3) to lead off  the 
10th, moving Lopez to third. Swan-
son threw a chest-high fastball on 
his fi rst pitch to Hunter Renfroe, 
but the ball skipped off  the top of 
Murphy’s glove to the backstop to 
make it 4-3.

One out later, Martinez made it 
5-3 with an RBI single.

Adam Ottavino (7-3) pitched 1 1/3 
innings for the Red Sox to fi nish the 
eighth and ninth innings, earning 
his second victory in two days. He 
struck out two.

The score was tied 3-all after 
three innings.

Boston’s Bobby Dalbec reached 
third in the eighth after a walk, a 
stolen base and Jose Iglesias’ single 
against reliever Casey Sadler. But 
Paul Sewald entered with two outs 
and retired pinch-hitter Verdugo 
on a popup, preserving Sadler’s 
AL-leading 19 2/3-inning scoreless 
streak.

And Jarred Kelenic nearly ended 
it in Seattle’s favor in the ninth with 
a liner to right fi eld that bounced a 
foot wide.

“In a game like that, you need 

a few breaks,” Mariners manag-
er Scott Servais said. “You need a 
bounce or a ball to go fair instead of 
just barely foul.”

“It doesn't look bright right now, 
but we aren't eliminated and we'll 
still compete," he said.

Renfroe homered in the fi rst and 
Kevin Plawecki and Iglesias drove 
in a pair of runs in the second for 
a quick 3-0 lead against Mariners 
starter Marco Gonzales.

Gonzales retired 12 of 13 batters 
after the second inning, striking out 
seven and not allowing a hit over 
that stretch.

Seattle rallied in the third. Hits 
by Kelenic and Murphy, a throwing 
error by Renfroe from right fi eld 
and Kyle Seager’s two-run double 
tied it.

Ottavino said the Sox are excited 
to go home after splitting a road trip 
with Seattle and the Chicago White 
Sox.

“I think that gave us momen-
tum,” Ottavino said. “We're going 
to have three series at home, a place 
we expect to win.”

CORA AND CLEMENTE

Cora proudly wore Roberto Cle-
mente’s No. 21 on Wednesday and 
fondly remembered the stories his 
father would tell him and his broth-
er, Joey, of the Hall of Fame member 
when they were kids. 

Boston Red Sox’s J.D. Martinez singles in a run against the Seattle 
Mariners in the 10th inning of a baseball game.PHOTO BY ELAINE THOMPSON/ AP

Biles: FBI turned ‘blind eye’ to reports of gymnasts’ abuse
WASHINGTON (AP) — Olympic 

gold medalist Simone Biles told Con-
gress in forceful testimony Wednesday 
that federal law enforcement and gym-
nastics offi  cials turned a “blind eye” to 
USA Gymnastics team doctor Larry 
Nassar’s sexual abuse of her and hun-
dreds of other women.

Biles told the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee that “enough is enough” as she 
and three other U.S. gymnasts spoke 
in stark emotional terms about the last-
ing toll Nassar’s crimes have taken on 
their lives. In response, FBI Director 
Christopher Wray said he was “deep-
ly and profoundly sorry” for delays in 
Nassar’s prosecution and the pain it 
caused.

The four-time Olympic gold med-
alist and fi ve-time world champion — 
widely considered to be the greatest 
gymnast of all time — said she “can 
imagine no place that I would be less 
comfortable right now than sitting 
here in front of you." She declared her-
self a survivor of sexual abuse.

“I blame Larry Nassar and I also 
blame an entire system that enabled 
and perpetrated his abuse,” Biles said 
through tears. In addition to failures 
of the FBI, she said USA Gymnastics 
and the United States Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee “knew that I 
was abused by their offi  cial team doc-
tor long before I was ever made aware 
of their knowledge.”

Biles said a message needs to be sent: 
"If you allow a predator to harm chil-

dren, the consequences will be swift 
and severe. Enough is enough.”

The hearing is part of a congressio-
nal eff ort to hold the FBI accountable 
after multiple missteps in investigat-
ing the case, including the delays that 
allowed the now-imprisoned Nassar 
to abuse other young gymnasts. All 
four witnesses said they knew girls or 
women who were molested by Nassar 
after the FBI had been made aware of 
allegations against him in 2015.

An internal investigation by the Jus-
tice Department released in July said 
the FBI made fundamental errors in 
the probe and did not treat the case 
with the “utmost seriousness” after 
USA Gymnastics fi rst reported the 
allegations to the FBI’s fi eld offi  ce in 
Indianapolis in 2015. The FBI has ac-
knowledged its own conduct was inex-
cusable.

Wray blasted his own agents who 
failed to appropriately respond to the 
complaints and made a promise to 
the victims that he was committed to 
“make damn sure everybody at the FBI 
remembers what happened here" and 
that it never happens again.

A supervisory FBI agent who had 
failed to properly investigate the Nas-
sar case, and later lied about it, has 
been fi red by the agency, Wray said.

McKayla Maroney, a member of 
the gold-medal winning U.S. Olympic 
gymnastics team in 2012, recounted to 
senators a night when, at age 15, she 
found the doctor on top of her while 

she was naked — one of many times 
she was abused. She said she thought 
she was going to die that evening. But 
she said that when she recalled those 
memories in a call with FBI agents, 
crying, there was “dead silence.”

Maroney said the FBI “minimized 
and disregarded” her and the other 
gymnasts as they delayed the probe.

“I think for so long all of us ques-
tioned, just because someone else 
wasn’t fully validating us, that we 
doubted what happened to us," Ma-
roney said. "And I think that makes 
the healing process take longer.”

Biles and Maroney were joined by 
Aly Raisman, who won gold medals 
alongside them on the 2012 and 2016 
Olympic teams, and gymnast Maggie 
Nichols. Raisman told the senators 
that it “disgusts" her that they are still 
looking for answers six years after the 
original allegations against Nassar 
were reported.

Raisman noted the traumatic eff ect 
the abuse has had on all of them.

“Being here today is taking every-
thing I have," she said. "My main con-
cern is I hope I have the energy to just 
walk out of here. I don’t think people 
realize how much it aff ects us.”

Speaking alongside senators after 
the hearing, Raisman called for more 
investigations of USA Gymnastics, 
Olympic offi  cials and the FBI. The 
probes should be independent and go 
back decades, she said, because there 
might still be people in positions of 

power who should be held account-
able.

Biles acknowledged in January 2018 
that she was among the hundreds of 
athletes who were abused by Nassar. 
She is the only one of the witness-
es who competed in the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics — held this year after a one-
year delay due to the coronavirus pan-
demic — where she removed herself 
from the team fi nals to focus on her 
mental health.

She returned to earn a bronze med-
al on beam but told the committee the 
lingering trauma from her abuse at the 
hands of Nassar played a factor in her 
decision to opt out of several competi-
tions. At the hearing, she said she had 
wanted her presence in Tokyo “to help 
maintain a connection” between the 
failures of offi  cials and the Olympic 
competition, but that “has proven to 
be an exceptionally diffi  cult burden for 
me to carry.”

Democratic and Republican sena-
tors expressed disgust over the case 
and said they would continue to in-
vestigate. Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Richard Durbin, D-Ill., said 
it was among the most compelling and 
heartbreaking testimony he had ever 
heard.

“We have a job to do and we know 
it,” Durbin said.

Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kansas, called 
Nassar a “monster” and wondered 
how many other abusers have escaped 
justice, considering that even world-
class athletes were ignored in this case.

The internal probe by Justice De-
partment Inspector General Michael 
Horowitz, who testifi ed alongside 
Wray, was spurred by allegations that 

the FBI failed to promptly address 
complaints made in 2015 against Nas-
sar. USA Gymnastics had conducted 
its own internal investigation and the 
organization’s then-president, Stephen 
Penny, reported the allegations to the 
FBI’s fi eld offi  ce in Indianapolis. But it 
was months before the bureau opened 
a formal investigation.

The watchdog investigation found 
that when the FBI’s Indianapolis fi eld 
offi  ce’s handling of the matter came 
under scrutiny, offi  cials there did not 
take any responsibility for the missteps 
and gave incomplete and inaccurate 
information to internal FBI inquiries to 
make it look like they had been diligent 
in their investigation.

The report also detailed that while 
the FBI was investigating the Nassar 
allegations, the head of the FBI’s fi eld 
offi  ce in Indianapolis, W. Jay Abbott, 
was talking to Penny about getting a 
job with the Olympic Committee. He 
applied for the job but didn’t get it and 
later retired from the FBI, the report 
said.

Nassar pleaded guilty in 2017 to fed-
eral child pornography off enses and 
sexual abuse charges in Michigan. He 
is now serving decades in prison after 
hundreds of girls and women said he 
sexually abused them under the guise 
of medical treatment when he worked 
for Michigan State and Indiana-based 
USA Gymnastics, which trains Olym-
pians.

Litigation over the abuse may soon 
be coming to an end after USA Gym-
nastics and hundreds of Nassar's 
victims fi led a joint $425 million set-
tlement proposal in U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court in Indianapolis last month.

United States gymnasts from left, Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney, Maggie Nichols and Aly Raisman testify 
during a Senate Judiciary hearing about the Inspector General’s report on the FBI’s handling of the Larry 
Nassar investigation on Capitol Hill. Nassar was charged in 2016 with federal child pornography offenses 
and sexual abuse charges in Michigan. He is now serving decades in prison after hundreds of girls and 
women said he sexually abused them under the guise of medical treatment when he worked for Michigan 
State and Indiana-based USA Gymnastics, which trains Olympians. PHOTO BY GRAEME JENNINGS/ AP

United States Olympic gymnast Simone Biles is sworn in during a 
Senate Judiciary hearing about the Inspector General’s report on 
the FBI’s handling of the Larry Nassar investigation on Capitol Hill, 
Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021, in Washington. PHOTO BY SAUL LOEB/ AP
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What a performance !
Huskies take down Yale 4-0 !
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Stitch Turner 
@Accordng2Stitch
(Movie promo guy voice): “What hap-
pens when a stoppable object collides 
with a movable force? UCONN! UMASS! 
Don’t miss any of the lacktion!”

The Day sports
@TheDayCTsports
UConn football adds veteran assistant 
coach Noel Mazzone to work with strug-
gling offense

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Men’s Soccer
 Wednesday

4 0

Field Hockey, Friday, 2:30 p.m.
Storrs, CT

vs.

Women’s Volleyball, Friday, 4 p.m.
Storrs, CT

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Sophomore leads 

by Jacob Sondik 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

Many say that the sequel can nev-
er top the original, and after Satur-
day night’s thrilling overtime win 
against Monmouth, it wasn’t going 
to be easy for the UConn Men’s Soc-
cer team to replicate the thrill of 
igniting the home crowd on Tues-
day night against Yale. However, on 
Tuesday, overtime was not neces-
sary for the Huskies to defend their 
home fi eld as their off ensive attack 
led by Jayden Reid dazzled under 
the lights at Morrone Stadium. 

The sophomore scored his fi rst 
goal of the season and assisted on 
the other three goals that the Hus-
kies put in the back of the net. While 
the off ensive attack led the Huskies 
to victory, the pressure was put on 
goalkeeper Jahmali Waite to en-

sure that UConn would not have 
to battle from behind all game, and 
the graduate student was up to the 
challenge. Waite jumped on the 
loose ball to turn away Yale’s fi rst 
chance in the early minutes of the 
game, and from that moment on, 
the game belonged to the Huskies. 

UConn pressured the net ear-
ly and often, as Saturday night’s 
heroes Okem Chime, Bjorn Niko-
lajewski and Ahdan Tait were all 
knocking on the door with attempts 
to get the Huskies on the board fi rst 
in this battle for Connecticut. How-
ever, it did not take long for the door 
to get blown off  its hinges as Reid 
found Dom Laws in the 33rd min-
ute with a beautiful cross, allowing 
the senior to head in the fi rst goal 
of the game and his fi rst goal of the 
season. Merely minutes later, the 
Huskies showed their balance of 
experience and youth as freshman 
Scott Testori converted on another 
assist from Reid, scoring the fi rst 
goal of his collegiate career as the 
Huskies took a commanding 2-0 
lead into the half. 

The second half was more of 

the same for the Huskies and 
the sophomore Reid, who con-
verted a feed from Moussa Wade 
to add to the UConn advantage 
less than ten minutes after com-
ing out of halftime. The Huskies 
were able to hold Yale at bay 
throughout the contest, taking 
less pressure off of Waite and 
allowing the Bulldogs to only 
register four shots on goal after 
their early chance in the open-
ing minutes of the first half. For 
good measure, Reid registered 
his third assist of the night as he 
found freshman Giancarlo Vac-
caro to pad the UConn lead that 
they would maintain until the 
end of the game, coming out as 
the top dog in this Nutmeg State 
showdown, defeating Yale 4-0.  

The Huskies will look to keep 
up this momentum as they travel 
to Indiana this Saturday night to 
take on Big East rival Butler. It 
will be UConn’s first road test of 
the season as they take on a Bull-
dogs squad that has struggled 
but has not lost on their home 
field yet. 

Extra! Extra!

Extra! Extra! Reid All About it:

Huskies to 4-0 win over Yale 

Which UConn athletes could help the football team?

It’s no secret: our football team 
needs help. Badly. They have start-
ed the season 0-3, have yet to score 
against an FBS team and lost to 
the FCS Holy Cross squad. Their 
former coach could not seem to 
regain the spark he once created 
here, departing from the team one 
day after announcing retirement. 
With so many holes to fi ll on this 
team, why do we have to look far-
ther than Storrs, CT for help? Our 
team of writers list their picks for 
which other UConn athletes could 
help out the football team: 

Isaiah Whaley, Men’s Basketball: The UConn front-
court is going to be merciless this year. So in addition to 
Sanogo, let’s take the co-Big East Defensive Player of the 
Year winner. Whaley is consistently merciless from the 
rim and would be an absolute stud for the football team’s 
defensive corps. Whaley would fi t in nicely as a lineback-
er because his build alone would cause the opposing of-
fensive line to tremble so hard they get penalized for a 
false start repeatedly. The off ensive line could also back 
away slowly when the wrench makes his way towards 
the quarterback, leaving the quarterback to fend for him-
self and prepare for the sack of a lifetime. Put this man on 
the defense and the opposition goes three-and-out every 
time, which should create more opportunities for the de-
fense. 

- Cole Stefan, Campus Correspondent

Omar Gebril, Track and Field: With both Cam Ross and Matt 
Drayton out for the year, the Huskies could defi nitely use a speedy 
receiver to help pick up the slack. If Gebril is given proper instruc-
tion to catch the ball, he could be pretty dangerous since he’s prov-
en on the track that speed is in his blood. Eff ective separation is 
important for the senior, but this shouldn’t be a problem with Geb-
ril’s speed. Proper training should certainly make him eff ective and 
with enough playing time, I can see him being solid for the Huskies 
as a slot receiver.  

- Evan Rodriguez, Campus Correspondent

Paige Bueckers, Women’s Basketball: Alright, 
hear me out. Out of any athlete at UConn (includ-
ing the ones on the football team) who would you 
choose to play quarterback? How about sophomore 
passing phenom Paige Bueckers? Bueckers led the 
Huskies in assists last year with 168, and was a top 
15 passer in the country while also focusing on put-
ting the ball in the hoop, leading the team in scor-
ing as well. Can you imagine if she just focused on 
the passing aspect? Bueckers has already proven 
she can pick apart top defenses in the country, so 
transitioning to lower end FBS teams should not 
be too much of a stretch. Her arm strength may be 
an issue, but with the amount of lifting I’m assum-
ing she does with the basketball team, it wouldn’t 
surprise me if she could throw up some deep balls 
when needed to. As long as the off ensive line can 
give her a little pass protection, she could defi nitely 
improve the football team as a whole. 

- Jonathan Synott, Associate  
Sports Editor

Adama Sanogo, Men’s Basketball: No one is going to 
question the fact that the 6’9’’, 240 pound Mali product is an 
absolute unit. He had a sensational freshman season with 
the men’s basketball squad and is primed for a breakout 
sophomore campaign, but I think he would also be a perfect 
fi t with the football team. I see him playing as a killer tight 
end, with the ability to both block incredibly well with his 
size, and catch passes at a high rate with his soft paws. Once 
you get the ball in his hands though, how do you take him 
down? My calculations estimate that it would take an aver-
age of three defenders to tackle Sanogo, which would make 
it easy for the Huskies to get in the end zone for once. All 
you need to do is put him on the fi eld, throw it high and you 
get an instant six points. 

- Stratton Stave, Campus Correspondent

Roundtable

The men’s soccer team defeats Yale 4-0 Tuesday night in Morrone 
Stadium. Jayden Reid led the offensive attack and scored his first goal 
of the season and assisted the other three goals. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB 
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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