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Residential Cases*12
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Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)2

*positive test results

16 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 22 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

Career fair in-person again after two years 

On Tuesday, the University of 
Connecticut Center for Career De-
velopment will be hosting its annual 
fall career fair in-person for the fi rst 
time since 2019, according to the CCD 
website.  

The fair will take place from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. inside Gampel Pavilion on 
the Storrs campus.  

Over 200 employees from vari-
ous industries will be present at the 
fair. Current students and alumni 
of any major and fi eld of study are 
welcome to attend. Students from 
the regional campuses are also en-
couraged to participate.  

In order to keep up with the uni-
versity’s health and safety standards, 
the in-person event will be contact-
less. That means that employers and 
students should not shake hands, ta-
bles will be spread out and a limited 
number of students will be allowed at 
each table. There also will not be any 
communal coff ee stations or dining 
areas to prevent participants from 
gathering closely together. 

In past years, students have typed 
their ID number and personal infor-
mation into public computers using 
keyboards. This year, they will be 
asked to scan a QR code and enter 

their information on their phones 
and personal devices, according to 
the CCD. 

Since March 2020, the CCD has 
been hosting virtual career fairs via 
Handshake, the center’s web-based 
recruiting system. 

Jim Lowe, the CCD’s assistant vice 
provost and executive director, said 
that while both students and employ-
ers liked the virtual format, many were 
eager to take part in the in-person fairs 
again, according to survey results. 

“There’s an excitement in the air 
when you’re at an in-person career 
fair and students are walking up and 
down the aisles to explore the op-
tions, and when they get to sit down 
face to face with someone to talk 
about careers and create that person-
al contact,” Lowe said.  

According to the Center for Career 
Development, career fairs will shift 
back to a virtual format if the col-
or-coded COVID-19 gathering guide-
lines shift from orange to red. 

A virtual option for the career fair 
is also available to all students on 
Sept. 28. Students can register for 
both the in-person fair  and the virtu-
al fair on Handshake. 

Although it is encouraged that 
students register in advance for the 
in-person event, walk-ins are wel-
come to attend as well. 

by Aiza Shaikh
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
aiza.shaikhl@uconn.edu

Students take part in the career fair in Gampel Pavilion on Sept. 29, 2015. For the first time in two years, 
the Fall Career Fair will take place in-person  from  11 a.m. to 3 p.m. inside Gampel Pavilion on Sept. 21, 
2021. More than 200 employees from various companies will attend. 
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Democrats tie government funding 
to debt bill, Republicans dig in

TOP: Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi discusses Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s domestic agen-
da, including pushing through 
a Democrats-only expansion of 
the social safety net.

BOTTOM: Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell  speaks 
at the Capitol. McConnell has 
warned the Treasury Secretary 
he is not budging on his demand 
that Democrats go it alone on 
the federal debt limit.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Demo-
cratic congressional leaders backed by 
the White House announced Monday 
they would push ahead with a vote to 
fund the government and suspend the 
debt limit, all but daring Republicans 
who say they will vote against it de-
spite the risk of a fi scal crisis.

Congress is rushing headlong into 
an all-too-familiar stalemate: The 
federal government faces a shut-
down if funding stops at the end of 
the fi scal year, Sept. 30. At the same 
time, the U.S. risks defaulting on its 
accumulated debt load if the borrow-
ing limits are not waived or adjusted.

All this while Democratic law-
makers are laboring to shoulder 
President Joe Biden’s massive $3.5 
trillion “build back better” agenda 
through the House and Senate with 
stark opposition from Republicans.

“The American people expect our 
Republican colleagues to live up to 
their responsibilities and make good 
on the debts they proudly helped 
incur,” wrote House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Senate Democratic leader 
Chuck Schumer in a joint statement.

From the White House, the presi-
dent backed the congressional lead-
ers’ plan to hold the votes.

“This is a bipartisan responsibili-
ty, just as it was under my predeces-
sor,” Biden said in a tweet. “Blocking 
it would be inexcusable.”

The magnitude of the challenges 
ahead and the speed required to ac-
complish the job are like nothing Con-
gress has faced in recent memory, sit-
uating Biden’s entire domestic agenda 
and the political fate of his Democratic 
party at a crucial moment.

As Democrats charge ahead, the Re-

publicans as the minority party in Con-
gress hoping to regain control in the 
next election in 2022 plan to sit back, 
watching and waiting to see if Biden 
and his allies can succeed against the 
odds — or spectacularly fail.

Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell said he’s not about to 
help pay off  past debts when Biden 
is about to pile on more with a “reck-
less” tax and spending package.

“Since Democrats decided to go it 
alone, they will not get Senate Repub-
licans’ help with raising the debt limit. 
I’ve explained this clearly and consis-
tently for over two months,” McCon-
nell said Monday on the Senate fl oor.

The vote this week on funding to 
keep the government running past 
Sept. 30 and allow more borrowing 
will force the political stalemate into 
the open.

The Treasury Department warned 
that it will soon run out of cash-on-
hand, and have to rely on incoming 
receipts to pay its obligations, now 
at $28.4 trillion. That could force the 
Treasury to delay or miss payments, 
a devastating situation.

“Doing so would likely precipitate 
a historic fi nancial crisis,” wrote 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen in 
the Wall Street Journal.

Stocks on Wall Street closed 
sharply lower Monday, handing the 
S&P 500 index its biggest drop in 
four months as worries about heav-
ily indebted Chinese real estate de-
velopers rippled across markets and 
investors have concerns that the U.S. 
Federal Reserve could signal that it’s 
planning to pull back some of the 
support measures it’s been giving 
markets and the economy.

President Joe Biden waves as he walks towards Marine One on the 
South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Monday, Sept. 20, 
2021, for a short trip to Andrews Air Force Base, Md., and then on 
to New York ahead of a United Nations General Assembly meeting.
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US EASING COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 
FOR FOREIGN FLIGHTS TO AMERICA

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a ma-
jor easing of pandemic travel restric-
tions, the U.S. said Monday it will 
allow foreigners to fl y into the coun-
try this fall if they have vaccination 
proof and a negative COVID-19 test 
— changes replacing a hodgepodge 
of rules that had kept out many 
non-citizens and irritated allies in 
Europe and beyond where virus 
cases are lower.

The changes, to take eff ect in No-
vember, will allow families and others 
who have been separated by the travel 
restrictions for 18 months to plan for 
long-awaited reunifi cations and allow 
foreigners with work permits to get 
back to their jobs in the U.S.

Airlines, business groups and 
travelers cheered — though they 
also called the step long overdue.

“It’s a happy day. Big Apple, here 

I come!” said French entrepreneur 
Stephane Le Breton, 45, fi nally 
able to book a trip to New York 
City that had been put on hold over 
the virus restrictions.

The new policy will replace a patch-
work of travel bans fi rst instituted by 
President Donald Trump last year 
and tightened by President Joe Biden 
that restrict travel by non-citizens 
who have in the prior 14 days been 
in the United Kingdom, European 
Union, China, India, Iran, Republic of 
Ireland, Brazil or South Africa.

White House COVID-19 coordi-
nator Jeff  Zients announced the new 
policies, which still will require all 
foreign travelers fl ying to the U.S. 
to demonstrate proof of vaccination 
before boarding, as well as proof of a 
negative COVID-19 test taken with-
in three days of fl ight. 
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US officials defend 
expulsion of Haitians 
from Texas town

DEL RIO, Texas (AP) — More than 6,000 
Haitians and other migrants have been re-
moved from an encampment at a Texas bor-
der town, U.S. offi  cials said Monday as they 
defended a strong response that included im-
mediately expelling migrants to their impover-
ished Caribbean country and using horse pa-
trols to stop them from entering the town.

Calling it a “challenging and heartbreaking 
situation," Department of Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas issued a stark 
warning: “If you come to the United States il-
legally, you will be returned. Your journey will 
not succeed, and you will be endangering your 
life and your family’s life.”

Isaac Isner, 30, and his wife Mirdege, took 
wet clothing off  their 3-year-old daughter Isa-
dora after crossing the Rio Grande to Ciudad 
Acuña Monday afternoon. They had been in 
Texas for seven days but decided to return to 
Mexico after a friend showed cellphone video 
of the U.S. expelling migrants.

"They were putting people on a bus and sent 
them to Haiti just like that without signing any-
thing,” Isner said.

His family has an appoint-
ment this month with Mex-
ico’s asylum agency in the 
southern city of Tapachula, 
and they think they could be 
safe in Mexico.

Most migrants, however, still 
haven’t made up their minds.

“We don’t know what we’re 
going to do,” said a second 
Haitian man, who declined 
to give his name but said he 
crossed into Mexico Monday 
for food, leaving his wife and 
child in Del Rio. “The U.S. is 
deporting and now Mexico 
won’t just sit back and do nothing. We don’t 
know where to go.”

Marcelo Ebrard, Mexico’s foreign minister, 
said about 15% of the Haitian migrants in Mex-
ico have accepted refuge there. So far this year, 
about 19,000 Haitian migrants have requested 
asylum in Mexico.

“Mexico does not have any problem with 
them being in our country as long as they re-
spect Mexico’s laws,” he said.

Mexico was busing Haitian migrants from 
Ciudad Acuña Sunday evening, according to 
Luis Angel Urraza, president of the local cham-
ber of commerce. Mexico’s immigration agency 
did not immediately respond to a request for 
comment. But a federal offi  cial told The Associ-
ated Press on Sunday that the plan was to take 
the migrants to Monterrey, in northern Mexi-
co, and Tapachula, in the south, with fl ights to 
Haiti from those cities to begin in coming days.

Mayorkas and U.S. Border Patrol Chief 
Raul Ortiz said they would look into agents on 
horseback using what appeared to be whips 
and their horses to push back migrants at the 
river between Ciudad Acuña, Mexico, and Del 
Rio, Texas, where thousands of migrants re-
main camped around a bridge.

Both offi  cials said they saw nothing appar-
ently wrong based on the widely seen pho-

tos and video. Mayorkas said agents use long 
reins, not whips, to control their horses. Ortiz, 
the former chief of the Del Rio sector, said it can 
be confusing to distinguish between migrants 
and smugglers as people move back and forth 
near the river. The chief said he would investi-
gate to make sure there was no “unacceptable” 
actions by the agents.

“We’re achieving our goals; we’re getting 
there and getting to a point where we can 
manage the population here,” said Ortiz, who 
blamed the surge on smugglers who spread 
misinformation. “We are already seeing a 
quickly diminished (population) and will con-
tinue to see that over the coming days.”

Mayorkas said 600 Homeland Security em-
ployees, including from the Coast Guard, have 
been brought to Del Rio, a city of about 35,000 
people roughly 145 miles (230 kilometers) west 
of San Antonio. He said he has asked the De-
fense Department for help in what may be one of 
the swiftest, large-scale expulsions of migrants 
and refugees from the United States in decades.

He also said the U.S. would increase the 
pace and capacity of fl ights 
to Haiti and other countries 
in the hemisphere. The num-
ber of migrants at the bridge 
peaked at 14,872 on Saturday, 
said Brandon Judd, president 
of the National Border Patrol 
Council, a labor union that rep-
resents agents.

“When it was reported that 
were fl ights going back to Haiti, 
it got around almost immediate-
ly,” he said. “There has been talk 
that some of them are going to 
go back (to Mexico) but we have 
not seen very much movement.”

The rapid expulsions were 
made possible by a pandemic-related authority 
adopted by former President Donald Trump in 
March 2020 that allows for migrants to be im-
mediately removed from the country without 
an opportunity to seek asylum. President Joe 
Biden exempted unaccompanied children from 
the order but let the rest stand.

Any Haitians not expelled are subject to im-
migration laws, which include rights to seek 
asylum and other forms of humanitarian pro-
tection. Families are quickly released in the 
U.S. because the government cannot generally 
hold children.

More than 320 migrants arrived in Port-au-
Prince on three fl ights Sunday, and Haiti said six 
fl ights were expected Tuesday. The U.S. plans to 
begin seven expulsion fl ights daily on Wednes-
day, four to Port-au-Prince and three to Cap-
Haitien, according to a U.S. offi  cial who was not 
authorized to discuss the matter publicly. Flights 
will continue to depart from San Antonio but au-
thorities may add El Paso, the offi  cial said.

The only obvious parallel for such an expul-
sion without an opportunity to seek asylum 
was in 1992 when the Coast Guard intercept-
ed Haitian refugees at sea, said Yael Schacher, 
senior U.S. advocate at Refugees International 
whose doctoral studies focused on the history 
of U.S. asylum law.

A little girl holds her stuffed animal high above the water as migrants, many from 
Haiti, wade across the Rio Grande river from Del Rio, Texas, to return to Ciudad 
Acuña, Mexico, Monday, Sept. 20, 2021, to avoid deportation.
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection mounted officers attempt to contain migrants 
as they cross the Rio Grande from Ciudad Acuña, Mexico, into Del Rio, Texas, Sun-
day, Sept. 19, 2021.  
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Migrants wade across the Rio Grande from Del Rio, Texas, to Ciudad Acuña, Mexico, 
to shop for food and supplies before returning back to the U.S. side of the border, 
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021. 
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“If you come to the 
United States illegally, 
you will be returned. 
Your journey will not 
succeed, and you will 
be endangering your 
life and your family’s 

life.”

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY SECRETARY 

ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS
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RESTAURANTS ANSWER 
TO STAFF SHORTAGES: 
ROBOT SERVERS

NEW LONDON, Conn. (AP) — A 
Connecticut restaurant is taking an 
unorthodox approach to address-
ing staff shortages: robot servers to 
serve meals.

The operator of the New London 
location of the Shaking Crab told 
The Day that the ocean-themed 
restaurant will use regular waiters 
and waitresses to explain the menu 
and take orders but that the robots 
will deliver the meals to the tables.

Gulshan Soni told the newspaper 

the robots can be summoned with a 
bell, and said the innovation is part-
ly for showmanship and to draw in 
customers with something unique, 
and partly to address staffing short-
ages being experienced across the 
industry. The four robots cost be-
tween $6,000 and $22,000, he said.

The restaurant is scheduled to open 
to the public in early October. The 
Shaking Crab has more than two doz-
en locations in the northeastern U.S. 
and China, according to its website.

Use of OxyContin 
profits to fight opioids 
formally approved

(AP) — A judge formally approved 
a plan Friday to turn OxyContin mak-
er Purdue Pharma into a new compa-
ny no longer owned by members of 
the Sackler family and with its profits 
going to fight the opioid epidemic.

U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Robert 
Drain officially confirmed the re-
organization Friday, more than two 
weeks after he announced he would 
do so pending two largely technical 
changes to the plan presented by 
the company and hashed out with 
lawyers representing those with 
claims against the company.

His confirmation took more than 
six hours to read in court earlier this 
month, and the written version is 

159 pages long, full of reasoning that 
appeals courts can consider later. 
Several states among other parties 
have already appealed the decision.

The deal resolves some 3,000 
lawsuits filed by state and local gov-
ernments, Native American tribes, 
unions, hospitals and others who 
claimed the company's marketing 
of prescription opioids helped spark 
and continue an overdose epidemic 
linked to more than 500,000 deaths 
in the U.S. in the last two decades.

The plan will use company profits 
and $4.5 billion in cash and char-
itable assets from members of the 
Sackler family to pay some individ-
ual victims amounts expected to 

range from $3,500 to $48,000, and 
help fund opioid treatment and pre-
vention programs across the U.S.

Members of the Sackler family 
are also required to get out of the 
opioid business worldwide in time.

Millions of company documents, 
including communications with com-
pany lawyers, are to be made public.

The changes are to take effect when 
the bankruptcy process is finalized; the 
earliest that could be is in December.

The attorneys generals from the 
states of Connecticut, Maryland, 
Washington and the District of Co-
lumbia, as well as the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Trustee have all announced 
appeals. Their chief objection is 
that members of the wealthy Sack-
ler family would be granted protec-
tion from lawsuits over opioids.

For many people in recovery 
from opioid addictions or who have 
lost loved ones to overdoses, the 
deal is infuriating.

Ellen Isaacs, a mother whose son 
died from an overdose, filed court 
papers requesting Drain not accept 
the plan. At a hearing on Monday, 
she gave a passionate some some-
times tearful 40-minute speech on 
her request. Like other activists, she 
asserted that Sackler family mem-
bers — who have never been charged 
with criminal wrongdoing — are 
getting away with crimes, and that 
politicians and courts are not doing 
enough to end the opioid epidemic.

“The attorneys are playing games on 
paper and humans are dying,” she said.

OxyContin pills arranged for a photo at a pharmacy.
PHOTOGRAPH BY TOBY TALBOT/AP

“The attorneys are 
playing games on paper 
and humans are dying.”
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Conn. officer charged in fatal 
Las Vegas crash awaits release

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) — A 
Connecticut police officer charged 
with driving under the influence 
in a Las Vegas crash that killed 
a fellow officer posted $100,000 
bail but remains detained while 
awaiting approval of house arrest 
and to be fitted with an electronic 
monitoring device, according to 
Nevada jail officials.

New Haven Officer Robert Fer-
raro, 34, was arrested Friday on 
charges of DUI resulting in death 
and reckless driving in the 4 a.m. 
crash that killed fellow New Ha-
ven Officer Joshua Castellano, a 
seven-year member of the force.

Las Vegas police said Ferraro 
lost control of the Rolls Royce he 
was driving when it approached 

an intersection at high speed and 
struck a parked car and other 
objects before overturning and 
coming to rest upright. Police said 
Castellano was ejected and suf-
fered fatal injuries, while Ferraro 
and four others in the car suffered 
minor injuries.

Ferraro remained detained 
Monday at the Clark County De-
tention Center, jail officials said. 
The process for qualifying for 
electronic monitoring devices and 
house arrest can take seven to 10 
days, authorities said.

Court records do not list an at-
torney for Ferraro, who has been 
place on administrative leave 
pending an internal affairs inves-
tigation.

In this photo provided by U.S. Navy, French submarine FNS Amethyste (S605) transits the Thames River in preparation to arrive at Naval Submarine 
Base New London in Groton, Conn., Sept. 1, 2021. Australia’s Prime Minister Scott Morrison on Friday, Sept. 17, rejected Chinese criticism of Austra-
lia’s new nuclear submarine alliance with the United States and said he doesn’t mind that President Joe Biden might have forgotten his name.
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UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
France’s top diplomat declared 
Monday that there is a “crisis of 
trust” in the United States after a 
Pacific defense deal stung France 
and left Europe wondering about its 
longtime ally across the Atlantic.

France canceled meetings with 
British and Australian officials and 
is trying to rally EU allies behind its 
push for more European sovereign-
ty after being humiliated by a major 
Pacific defense pact orchestrated by 
the U.S. Speaking to reporters in 
New York, French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian said Europe-
an countries won’t let Washington 
leave them behind when shaping its 
foreign policy,

Le Drian reiterated complaints 
that his country was sandbagged 
by the submarine deal between the 
U.S., Britain and Australia, which 
led to France losing a contract to 
sell subs to Australia. Washington, 
London and Canberra say the deal 
bolsters their commitment to the In-
do-Pacific region, and it has widely 
been seen as an effort to counter an 
increasingly assertive China.

But Le Drian, who is in New York 
to represent France at the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly, said it was a “brutal, 
unexpected and unexplained breach” 
of a contract – and a relationship.

The U.S., Australia and Britain 
insisted that the diplomatic crisis 
wouldn’t affect their longer-term re-
lations with France, even after Paris 
recalled its ambassadors to the U.S. 
and Australia for the first time in 
history because of the deal.

“There is a crisis of trust beyond 
the fact that the contract is being 
broken, as if Europe itself didn’t 
have any interest to defend in that 
region,” Le Drian said.

Arguing that the U.S. is “refocus-
ing its fundamental interests, step 
by step, with de facto confrontation 

with China,” Le Drian noted point-
edly that “Europeans too have their 
own fundamental interests.”

“The Europeans’ fundamental in-
terests need to be taken into account 
by the United States. which is our 
ally. And the Europeans shall not be 
left behind in the strategy chosen by 
the United States,” he said.

He said European countries need to 
“put together their own priorities and 
strategy” and discuss it with the U.S.

Le Drian is also meeting with for-
eign ministers from the other 26 Eu-
ropean Union nations to discuss the 
consequences of the submarine deal 
and France's vision for a more stra-

tegically independent Europe.
Earlier Monday, France won 

support from the European Com-
mission president, Ursula von der 
Leyen, who told CNN that “one of 
our member states has been treat-
ed in a way that is not acceptable. 
... We want to know what hap-
pened and why.”

While U.S. President Joe Biden 
is hosting the Australian and Brit-
ish leaders this week, he won’t see 
French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, who’s not traveling to the U.N.

Instead, Biden plans a call with 
Macron in the coming days, where 
he will underscore the U.S. commit-

ment to its alliance with France and 
lay out specific measures the two 
nations can take together in the In-
do-Pacific, according to a senior U.S. 
administration official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
planning for the leaders’ call. The of-
ficial said while the administration 
understands the French position on 
the issue, it did not “share their view 
in terms of how this all developed.”

White House press secretary Jen 
Psaki said a disagreement about “a 
single decision” would not disrupt 
a relationship or harm the United 
States’ standing across Europe.

The submarine deal, known as 

AUKUS, will see Australia cancel a 
contract to buy diesel-electric French 
submarines and instead acquire nu-
clear-powered vessels from the U.S.

The French government appears 
to have been blindsided by the agree-
ment, and feels its own strategic 
interests in the Pacific — thanks to 
its territories and military presence 
there — were ignored by major allies.

Le Drian said he canceled a meet-
ing with his Australian counterpart 
in New York and has no meeting 
scheduled with his U.S. counterpart, 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 
while he's at the U.N., but might 
“pass him in the hallways."

‘Crisis of Trust’: France bristles at US submarine deal
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With the beginning of the school year, classes are 
getting into full-swing and students are settling into 
a routine. Some classes have begun exams, assign-
ments are becoming more regular, and both aca-
demic and extracurricular demands are growing. It 
may be di�  cult to handle everything, but most stu-
dents are fi guring out what works for them. 

However, with all of these rigorous academic and 
extracurricular stressors, it is easy to look around, 
see how others are handling the stress and feel as if 
you don’t belong — in your classes, in your major, in 
your clubs, in your sports teams or even at this uni-
versity. This feeling — the feeling that you don’t be-
long, that you don’t deserve whatever achievements 
and accomplishments you’ve earned, that you are 
actually a gigantic fraud and you will be called out 
for this — is commonly known as imposter syn-
drome.

Imposter syndrome is essentially defi ned as 
feelings of inadequacy or fraudulence despite suc-
cess and earning one’s achievements. People with 
imposter syndrome often attribute their success 
to pure luck rather than their own merit. Approx-
imately 70% of people of all di� erent fi elds experi-
ence impostor syndrome at some point during their 
lives.  

Although the exact cause of imposter syndrome is 
largely unknown, it can occur for many reasons. In 

some cases, it occurs in people who have, due to pre-
vious experiences, equated success with the feeling 
of being loved. In addition, imposter syndrome is of-
ten seen more in women, people of color and mem-
bers of the LGBTQIA+ community because they are 
often underrepresented in their fi elds. 

For college students, imposter syndrome may oc-
cur due to a combination of these factors. For exam-
ple, it may present as a result of being in classes with 
other high-achieving students who want to go into 
similar careers. It is important to understand that 
imposter syndrome is real and can negatively a� ect 
people’s mental health. 

As college students, especially with classes start-
ing up again, it is easy to feel that you don’t belong. 
It is di�  cult to refrain from comparing yourself to 
the people around you. In the past, I’ve felt imposter 
syndrome precisely because I’ve fallen into the trap 
of comparing myself with my peers. It has forced me 
to wonder, in several di� erent scenarios, whether or 
not I belong in my career path. Even in high school, 
impostor syndrome forced me to believe that some 
of my achievements were because of pure luck, rath-
er than actual hard work. 

Imposter syndrome is not a diagnosis found in 
the DSM-5, however, many psychologists do recog-
nize that it is a legitimate form of psychological self-
doubt. Imposter syndrome is often accompanied by 
anxiety and/or depression. These people often work 
harder and hold themselves to impossibly high stan-
dards, which may also take a toll on their mental 

health and can eventually cause burnout, which has 
long-term e� ects. 

As college students who are prone to feelings of 
imposter syndrome, we should all be equipped to 
recognize and deal with these feelings. Common 
feelings associated with impostor syndrome include 
feeling immense pressure not to fail, feeling like a 
fraud in whatever fi eld, class or activity you are tak-
ing part in and that  success or accomplishments are 
attributed to luck, rather than skill and hard work. 
Recognizing these feelings is one of the fi rst steps to 
combatting them. 

After recognizing that you’re experiencing feel-
ings of imposter syndrome, the next step is to 
change the way you think about yourself — which is 
easier said than done. However, with practice, your 
thoughts can slowly be reframed. In a Time Mag-
azine article, psychologist Audrey Ervin said that 
she tells her clients to ask themselves, “Does that 
thought help or hinder me?” to encourage clients 
to change their mindset. It is also helpful to share 
these feelings with others, such as trusted friends, 
or to seek out professional help if these feelings of 
imposter syndrome become a signifi cant problem. 

Imposter syndrome is not uncommon. Many high 
school, undergraduate and graduate students face 
these feelings at some point during their academic 
careers. Even those working in a professional fi eld 
face these feelings as well. Regardless of the circum-
stances, it is important to acknowledge what is going 
on and understand that you’re not alone.

by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

Since its incursion, the COVID-19 pan-
demic has tested the breadth of our med-
ical apparatus. However, mentioning 
COVID-19 solely as a health crisis is omit-

ting its implicit political position in Amer-
ican politics, making it contingent to any 
political discussion. 

Currently, as American society seeks to 
return to a pre-COVID lifestyle, immuni-
zation requirements have been a conten-
tious topic for universities, the workplace 

and the government, making vaccination 
status an important policy consideration. 
While vaccination rates continue to rise, 
the rural American demographic is seen 
to be the most hesitant towards the vac-
cine. This behavior is often misappropri-
ated by media and individuals to reproach 

and blame the political opposition. Such 
an approach disregards the larger history 
of the Republican Party, as well as general 
political behavior. 

The rural American identity is pivotal in 
understanding the trend of vaccine hesi-
tancy. This demographic is not only a re-
gional description, but it speaks to a larger 
cultural identity which deeply resonates 
within members of these communities. 
Politically, this identity fosters contempt 
for the social, economic and political ac-
tivity in those individuals living namely 
in cities and suburbs who are perceived to 
serve only for the interests of the non-ru-
ral businessmen, politicians and social 
elite. 

These sentiments are often well intend-
ed, as rural America faces fl eeting popula-
tions, stagnating job growth, and govern-
ment and political neglect as resources are 
directed in favor of centralized living. Ur-
ban culture maintains a patronizing view 
on rural America, looking down on and 
scorning rural life. These factors amal-
gamate into the resentment for centraliza-
tion, which is summarized by lack of dig-
nity that is felt missing in rural America 
from its American peers within national 
politics.

by Keegan Reck
CONTRIBUTOR
keegan.reck@uconn.edu

See VACCINE, p. 8ILLUSTRATION BY DIONEL DE BORJA, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Twitter’s party animal 
makes her way to Netflix 

by Abigayl Palmer 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
abigayl.palmer@uconn.edu 

Chris Witaske is encouraging 
audiences to “stay positive and test 
negative” in his new Netfl ix animat-
ed comedy series, “Chicago Party 
Aunt.” The series was born from a 
parody Twitter account of the same 
name, which Witaske created in re-
sponse to the bout of homesickness 
he felt after leaving Chicago and 
moving to Los Angeles.  

“I started this Twitter account 
just for fun, based on a couple of 
my actual aunts and people I’ve ob-
served in Chicago,” Witaske said 
in an interview with Screen Rant. 
“Then all of a sudden, it started 
to grow and Stephen Colbert was 
retweeting it. I was like, ‘I might be 
onto something here.’” 

Audiences can watch the online 
persona come to (animated) life as 
Diane Dunbrowski, voiced by “Su-
perstore” star Lauren Ash. Diane 
is the rowdy, life of the party aunt 
compared to her introverted, gay 
nephew, Daniel, voiced by Rory 
O’Malley (“Book of Mormon”). 

After Daniel decides to take a gap 
year before going off  to Stanford, 
he moves in with his raucous party 
aunt, Diane. She might not be great 
at adulting, but she has a heart of 
gold and old-school Chicagoan 
charm. Together, they have many 
adventures around the Windy City 
as Daniel learns to come out of 

his shell and as his aunt learns to 
navigate a city that has drastically 
changed from the one she grew up 
in.  

Chicago itself – more specifi cal-
ly, the iconic Wrigleyville neigh-
borhood – plays a big role in the 
show. If you’re like me and have 
never been to Chicago, you’ll enjoy 
experiencing some of that classic, 
albeit stereotypical, party city life 
through Diane’s eyes. From tail-
gates at Wrigley Stadium to taking 
a sick day to attend the Naperville 
Ribfest, “Chicago Party Aunt” will 
leave you speaking in a Midwestern 
accent and screaming, “Go Cubs 
Go!” 

Speaking of that Midwestern ac-
cent, it was very important to Wa-
tiske that Diane’s was not too over 
the top or cartoony. To an untrained 
ear like my own, Ash’s Chicagoese 
was spot on. But someone a little 
more familiar might say otherwise. 
Witaske doesn’t seem too afraid of 
critics, however, and is eager to por-
tray his city in a way that he knows 
it.   

“So far, Chicago seems to be 
pumped about it... But I’m sure 
we’re going to get shit. If there’s one 
little thing that isn’t exactly right, 
I’m sure we’re going to hear about 
it.” Witaske joked in an interview 
with Vulture. 

This series is the latest in Netfl ix’s 
slew of adult animation series, join-
ing titles like “Bojack Horseman” 

and “Big Mouth,” with the lat-
ter coming from the same stu-
dio as “Chicago Party Aunt.” 
I can’t say I enjoyed “Chicago 
Party Aunt” nearly as much as 
I enjoyed those other shows, 
though. It’s a little diffi  cult en-
gaging with Diane, as her row-
diness borders on obnoxious 
at times. I also miss the subtle, 
understated humor of former 
shows in this series, which has 
no lack of very conspicuous 
physical comedy. You really 
get the sense that this show is a 
product of the overexaggerated 
reality perpetuated by sites like 
Twitter. 

Overall, this show is a lot of 
fun and has a lot to off er a wide 
range of audiences. For me, 
it’s defi nitely more of a back-
ground show  – something to 
play after you’ve watched a re-
ally scary movie or while you’re 
cleaning your room. 

If there is one piece of advice 
I will be taking into my week 
from Diane Dunbrowski, it’s 
this: “If life gives you lemons, 
turn that shit into Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade.” Part One of “Chi-
cago Party Aunt” is available to 
stream now on Netfl ix. 

Rating: 2/5 stars Chris Witsake’s parody character from Twitter comes to life in the new 
Netflix series. What first started off as a cartoon character born of free 
time during the pandemic is now a huge hit. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

‘The Eyes of Tammy Faye’: ‘The Eyes of Tammy Faye’: 
An Oscar contender? An Oscar contender? 

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

The 2021 awards season is just 
around the corner. And with the 
release of “The Eyes of Tammy 
Faye” this weekend, we may al-
ready have a fi lm that could garner 
several nominations at the March 
2022 Academy Awards.  

This fi lm dives into the lives of 
Tammy Faye and Jim Bakker, the 
controversial televangelists whose 
opulent lives, ethical or not, were 
marred by scandal and controver-
sy. 

To start with positives, the per-

formances make this movie. Jes-
sica Chastain stars as the titular 
Tammy Faye, and she is absolutely 
outstanding. Chastain has  several 
incredible performances through-
out her career, but this may very 
well be her best. Through facial 
prosthetics, Chastain delivers an 
emotional, eff ortful performance 
that truly enhances this movie, 
turning what could have been an 
average fi lm into an above aver-
age fi lm. I would be absolutely 
shocked if she does not receive an 
Academy Award nomination for 
Best Actress, as her performance 
is simply that good.

Andrew Garfi eld delivers a 
great performance as Jim Bak-
ker. The role certainly adapts as 
the fi lm progresses, but Garfi eld’s 
strong acting prowess makes these 
changes feel natural, ultimately 
delivering a strong supporting per-
formance. This isn’t his best work 
in a supporting role (that still be-
ing his role as Eduardo Saverin in 
2010’s “The Social Network”), but I 
could see Garfi eld mustering some 
buzz for an Oscar nomination, 
though he would likely need the 
fi eld to be somewhat weaker this 
time around. 

While we have great perfor-

mances from the top billed actors, 
unfortunately the rest of the fi lm is 
somewhat lacking. 

The story itself is simply not exe-
cuted as well as it could have been. 
Televangelism and seed-faith, the 
religion the Bakkers preached 
where followers sent them money 
that they would eventually har-
vest, are very compelling concepts 
for a movie. The contradictory na-
ture between being a trusted per-
son of faith and using your follow-
ing as a money-making operation 
is certainly an interesting thematic 
concept to dive into. Unfortunate-
ly, the fi lm focuses more on the 

character drama of the story than 
the thematic nature of it, ultimate-
ly leaving the plot less captivating 
than it could be. Additionally, the 
writing is fairly surface level, not 
having any spectacular or cleverly 
executed sequences. This further 
makes the story less exciting than 
it could have been. 

Ultimately, the future of “The 
Eyes of Tammy Faye” relies on 
its star Chastain’s Oscar hopes. 
Though she delivered an incred-
ible performance, the fi lm itself 
didn’t deliver the same punch. 

Rating: 3.75/5 

In the 2021 Academy Awards nominated film: Tammy Faye (played by Jessica Chastain) and Jim Bakker (played by Andrew Garfieid) are both televangelists who find themselves 
wrapped up in controversy. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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‘Everybody’s Talking About 
Jamie,’ and everybody should be 

16-year-old Jamie, played by Max Harwood, works towards pursuing a career in drag in the new coming-of-age musical. His support system, including his friend Pritti Pasha (played 
by Lauren Patel) help him keep his head high while others are quick to judge.  PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

The latest musical sensation to 
hit the streaming world is none 
other than Amazon Prime’s ad-
aptation of the West End smash-
hit, “Everybody’s Talking About 
Jamie.” The coming-of-age movie 
musical follows 16-year-old Jamie 
New (Hollywood-newcomer Max 
Harwood), an English student in 
his final year of secondary school. 
Jamie yearns to leave the dust of 
his blue-collar hometown behind 
to pursue a life in the spotlight as a 
drag queen. While by no means the 
greatest musical or movie ever cre-
ated, “Everybody’s Talking About 
Jamie” is a joyful, uplifting two-
hour adventure that highlights the 
importance of being yourself and 
celebrating who you are, no matter 
what anyone else thinks. 

While drawing on similar 
themes as other movie musicals 
centered around LGBTQIA+ 

characters, “Everybody’s Talking 
About Jamie” is unique in that 
the central plot does not revolve 
around Jamie coming out to his 
friends and family. Jamie’s gay 
identity is an understood aspect of 
the story, yet not the focus. The fo-
cus is on Jamie finding himself and 
“coming out” as a drag queen. The 
film is not a love story but a jour-
ney of self-discovery and finding 
your place in the world .  

Jamie’s incredible support sys-
tem truly makes this story unique. 
While there are certainly antag-
onists in the film who cannot ac-
cept him for who he is, namely his 
father, teacher and school bully, 
Jamie is certainly surrounded by 
love. Jamie’s mother Margaret (Sar-
ah Lancashire), “Aunt” Ray (Shob-
na Gulati) and best friend Pritti 
(Lauren Patel) all embody what it 
means to support the people you 
love unconditionally. When Jamie 
wants nothing more than a pair of 
sparkly red heels for his 16th birth-

day, his mother skimps and saves 
to afford the one gift she knows 
will light up her son’s life. When 
Jamie tells them he wants to be a 
drag queen, they are first in line to 
see his show. 

The music is not exactly the 
highlight of the production —  the 
songs are good at best, but hardly 
memorable after the credits finish 
rolling. While I admit the titular 
song “Everybody’s Talking About 
Jamie” is quite the toe-tapper, its 
placement in the middle of the film 
seemed out of place. Of course, this 
is a problem with most musicals 
adapted from the stage. While a 
stage production requires a hearty, 
upbeat song to welcome the audi-
ence back for the second act, mov-
ies do not have an intermission, so 
leaving big song-and-dance num-
bers like this one lost in the plot 
and forgotten by the end.  

That being said, I in no way want 
to suggest that any of the songs are 
bad or sung badly. Instead, I feel 

they lack the same thrilling num-
bers you might find in a “Hamil-
ton” or a “Wicked.” 

My favorite music number  has 
to be “This Was Me,” a number 
written for the film after the stage 
musical’s song, “The Legend of 
Loco Chanelle,” was scrapped. 
While both songs introduce Ja-
mie’s character to the world of drag 
through the eyes of Hugo Batters-
by (Richard E. Grant), the owner 
of the drag dress shop, the film’s 
song changes the narrative of Hu-
go’s backstory. While “The Legend 
of Loco Chanelle,” paints Hugo as 
someone wronged by an unfaithful 
lover, “This Was Me” showcases 
Hugo’s drag life as one plagued by 
the AIDS crisis of the late ‘80s and 
‘90s that stole his lover away from 
him. Shown in a series of home 
videos, Jamie is introduced to the 
excitement and struggles of the 
LGBTQIA+ community who lived 
under Margaret Thatcher’s dis-
criminative Section 28 law a gen-

eration ago. This bittersweet scene 
bonds Hugo and Jamie on a much 
deeper level than the stage musical 
ever could. 

While the film is by no means 
a ground-breaking, earth-shat-
tering, game-changing piece of 
cinematic history, its emergence 
into the streaming world empha-
sizes the importance of bringing 
these stories to the general public. 
While Jamie is surrounded by sev-
eral supportive figures who give 
him the courage to rise above the 
challenges he is faced with, this is 
certainly not the case for all people 
like Jamie. By making characters 
like Jamie more common-place 
in Hollywood, perhaps we can all 
find the support we need to live life 
happily and unapologetically. 

“Everybody’s Talking About Ja-
mie” is now streaming on Amazon 
Prime. 

Rating: 3.7/5.0 stars 

Jamie New is driven to become a drag queen in the new 2021 musical. 
His journey as a member of the LGBTQIA+ community is celebrated by 
critics and viewers everywhere. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

Another photo of Jamie New in a scene from the muscial. Jamie and Pritti ponder what his life as a drag 
queen could look like. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

A photo from one of the scenes in “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie.” Jamie New faces obstacles on his 
path to being a drag queen and being his authentic self. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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Box Office Breakdown: ‘Shang-
Chi’ furthers its box office legend 

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

After two weeks on top of the 
weekend domestic box office, 
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the 
Ten Rings” still reigns.  

With a $21.7 million gross, only a 
37% drop from last week, “Shang-
Chi” furthers its total domestic 
gross to just below $177 million. 
This is good enough for the sec-
ond-highest gross this year, being 
only about $6 million behind its fel-
low Marvel Studios’ release “Black 
Widow.” 

Expect “Shang-Chi” to pass the 
July release sometime this week. 
The one question remaining is 
whether or not it can hold on long 
enough to reach $250 million do-
mestically, which would be an in-
credible feat, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Coming in second place in its 
sixth weekend is “Free Guy,” with 
a gross of $5.2 million. This mov-
ie has some insane legs, dropping 
less than 7% from last weekend. 
With a 94% Rotten Tomatoes’ Au-
dience Score and an “A” rating 
from CinemaScore, it’s clear audi-
ences love this film. With word of 
mouth playing a major factor in the 
film’s endurance, there is certainly 
a chance the film could reach $125 
million domestically if enthusiasm 
continues to hold. 

Debuting on the charts this 
weekend is Clint Eastwood’s “Cry 
Macho” which opened to a disap-
pointing $4.5 million. While it is 
astounding that Eastwood is di-
recting and starring in a film at 91 
years old, poor reviews and a du-
al-release on HBO Max definitely 
hurt this film’s box office prospects. 

Carrying a reported $33 million 
budget, the movie has close to zero 
chance to turn a profit. Nonethe-
less, the film furthers the cinematic 
legend of Eastwood, who has now 
starred in movies for eight decades.  

At numbers four and five are 
horror films “Candyman” with 
$3.5 million and “Malignant” with 
about $2.7 million. “Candyman” 
just became available on video 
on-demand this weekend, though 
that didn’t seem to impact its box 
office as it only dropped 27%. Ma-
lignant dropped 51% week to week, 
making its box-office run in the top 
five likely to end soon. 

Next weekend comes the release 
of a film confusing box-office prog-
nosticators, “Dear Evan Hansen.” 
The film is an adaptation of the 
Tony Award-winning 2015 musical 
of the same name.  

This film’s box-office is difficult 
to predict for a variety of reasons. 
For one, the musical was extreme-
ly successful. With Ben Platt re-
turning as the lead character, a big 
opening may be ahead next week-
end. However, the film has received 
poor reviews from critics thus far, 
many saying that Platt (age 27) is 
miscast as the lead high-school 
aged character, even with prosthet-
ic makeup. Additionally, “In The 
Heights,” another hit musical ad-
aptation, came to the silver screen 
with extremely positive critical 
reviews and still did poorly at the 
box-office. Because of this, it seems 
likely “Dear Evan Hansen” will 
disappoint this weekend, probably 
only grossing between $8 million 
and $12 million. 

However, that is just a predic-
tion. Time will tell who rules the 
box office next week.

Simu Liu appears at the premiere of Marvel Studios’ “Shang-Chi.” The movie is still a the top of the charts 
after two weeks of being top. PHOTO COURTESY OF PEOPLE.COM

This weekend “Cry Macho” debuted on the charts. The film, starring Clint Eastwood, doesn’t seem to be as successful in the box office charts. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

Next week, the movie adaptation of the 2015 musical “Dear Evan Hansen” releases. The film, based on the Tony Award-winning muscial, seems to confuse box office prognostica-
tors. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB 
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Photo of the Day | Dog days

Crossword

Officer Tildy plays catch and meets some UConn students outside on the lawn near the Student Union Terrace on Monday, Sept. 20. Tildy is a trained CCI facility police dog who works 
with her handler and fellow UConn Police Officer Justin Cheney to help connect the UConn community and student body with the UConn Police Department. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Could it be? Weekly Recap #2???

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
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ACROSS
1 Unit of parsley
6 Gridiron gear

10 Souvenir of a 
ticket

14 2000s first lady 
Bush

15 Sheltered, at sea
16 Overblown 

publicity
17 Perpendicular to 

the keel
18 Travel aimlessly
19 Monopoly token 

replaced by a cat
20 Football-shaped 

gem
23 “The Addams 

Family” cousin
24 Switch positions
25 Winter sports 

footwear
28 Get revenge
35 Author Rand
36 “__ the Falling 

Snow”: Enya 
song

37 Gas up
38 Train making all 

the stops
40 Assist
42 Column-bottom 

number
43 Right away
45 Danson and 

Nugent
47 Hudson Riv. 

engineering 
school

48 Retriever 
retriever,  
perhaps

50 Own (up)
51 Vietnamese  

soup
52 Anti-

discrimination 
initials

54 Estimates, and 
what the last 
parts of 20-, 28- 
and 48-Across 
are, in different 
ways

63 Side squared, for 
a square

64 Zippo
65 By oneself
66 Thailand, once
67 Dealing with the 

issue
68 Pasta wheat
69 Angel’s 

instrument

70 After normal 
hours

71 “Austin Powers” 
genre

DOWN
1 Grand __
2 Old sunscreen 

ingredient
3 Remorseful one
4 Baghdad natives
5 Entire spectrum
6 What birdies 

barely beat
7 Skin soother
8 Perfectly accurate
9 Business training 

session
10 Leveling wedge
11 Beginner
12 Stratford-__-Avon
13 Curve in the road
21 Checkout 

counter unit
22 Portfolio listings
25 Dish with greens
26 Former capital of 

Japan
27 Undercover, 

informally
29 By way of
30 Archie’s spouse
31 Corp. money 

manager
32 Bizarre

33 Brings in at 
harvest time

34 Clothing designer 
Perry

36 Li’l Abner creator
39 Mandela’s org.
41 Low grade
44 Fuel additive
46 Eins plus zwei
49 Popular Mexican 

beer
50 Make a mess of
53 “Yipes!”

54 Wild party
55 Opera highlight
56 Shakespeare’s 

mad king
57 Genie’s abode
58 Work with 

needles
59 Big bash
60 Golfer McIlroy
61 Sufficient, in  

texts
62 Game before the 

finals

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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As Francis Fukuyama argues in 
The End of History and The Last 
Man, the concept of dignity is com-
monly overlooked or deprecated in 
economic and political evaluations. 
He proposes that dignity in the de-
cision-making process is mechani-
cally fundamental to the process of 
politics, the economy and the course 
of history. Dignity, Fukuyama says, 
deserves signifi cant accreditation 
for its role in human behavior. This 
mechanism in politics has distinct-
ly imprinted itself in the COVID-19 
responses of rural America. 

Given the political implications 
of the pandemic, it is no surprise 
that the current climate makes ru-
ral America hesitant to the vaccine. 
In the demanding period of a public 
health event, the rural American 
feels subordinate to institutions 
and peripheral to the national di-
rection. 

Furthermore, the politicization of 
the virus forces rural America into 
an ideological corner. When cast-
ing skepticism on the government 
is met with aggression and dis-
dain, the perceived degradation of 
dignity continues to manifest. The 
overzealous vaccination activist de-
termined to prove any hesitant in-
dividual wrong ultimately demon-
izes the latter, and it only facilitates 
anguish and political turmoil. 

A virus with such high conta-
giousness and proportionally low 
lethality makes the disease’s impact 

elusive to an individual while still  
straining health and economic re-
sources in communities. As rural 
Americans are chastised under the 
guise of science and factuality, re-
gardless of its truth, this disallows 
any patient to have open conversa-
tion about the disease and under-
mines political discourse, creating 
conditions for future health con-
cerns in COVID-19 variants and 
other possible diseases. 

The factors behind vaccine hes-
itancy lends to larger political pat-
terns and implications of democ-
racy in the United States. While 
China has the privilege to relegate 
the virus quickly through a cen-
tralized state, the United States is 
encumbered by the intentionally 
placed internal contradictions of 
democracy that prevent fl exibili-
ty and adaptiveness in exchange 
for the upholding of liberal values. 
Democratic lethargy is further 
dilated with the politicization of 
COVID-19, and the casted doubt on 
both national and international in-
stitutions. 

The history of the epidemic is 
shadowed by its impact on the po-
litical environment in the United 
States, bearing an omen for the 
gradual transmission of global 
power from the United States to 
China. The virus, as most events 
in American history do, bring into 
question the American identity and 
the freedoms of individual choice 
and bodily autonomy as the anxiety 
of America’s future is increasingly 
unclear.
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Intrigue grows with role for Cowboys rookie defender Parsons
FRISCO, Texas (AP) — The role 

for versatile rookie Micah Par-
sons in the Dallas defense just got 
a little more intriguing after the 
linebacker essentially replaced 
injured star pass rusher DeMar-
cus Lawrence in a 20-17 win over 
the Los Angeles Chargers.

While the Chargers cost them-
selves two touchdowns with 
penalties, there was no denying 
the impact of Parsons, particu-
larly when matched up against 
right tackle Storm Norton.

Parsons’ first career sack came 
on a generous call by officials 
who ruled quarterback Justin 
Herbert was in his grasp when 
he threw a pass while backpedal-
ing. Regardless, the 18-yard sack 
ultimately forced the Chargers 
to settle for a tying field goal.

That fourth-quarter posses-
sion ended up being the last for 
L.A. as Dak Prescott led a drive 
to a game-ending field goal for 
his first victory since the star 
quarterback’s severe ankle in-
jury last October. Dallas earned 
an encouraging split of two road 
games to start the season.

Parsons’ role in new defensive 
coordinator Dan Quinn’s adjust-
ed plan without Lawrence and 
fellow starter Randy Gregory 
was the talk of the locker room 
after the win. The former Penn 
State player said it was his most 
work on the defensive line since 
high school.

“I mean, a lot of it was natu-
ral,” Parsons said. “Some people 
had a long day out there.”

When coming off the left side, 
Parsons had little trouble getting 
around Norton. He played 39 of 71 
snaps, rushing Herbert on most 
of them — sometimes even in a 
three-point stance — and finish-
ing with the sack, a tackle for loss 
and a game-high four QB hits.

Lawrence is likely sidelined 
until November after breaking 
his foot in practice Wednesday, 

which forced the midweek ad-
justment with Parsons. If Greg-
ory returns from the COVID-19 
list for next Monday’s home 
opener against Philadelphia, the 
intrigue with Parsons grows.

“I’m just showing them differ-
ent versatilities of what I can do,” 
Parsons said. “We go into the play-
book even more. I think my team-
mates and Coach Q put an unbe-
lievable amount of faith in me.”

WHAT’S WORKING

The Cowboys got the running 
game going after largely ignor-
ing it in the opener, a 31-29 loss to 
defending Super Bowl champion 
Tampa Bay and its top-ranked 
run defense from the title sea-
son. Tony Pollard had his third 
career 100-yard game with 109 
while two-time rushing champ 

Ezekiel Elliott had 71.
The 198 yards rushing were 

the most for the Cowboys under 
second-year coach Mike McCar-
thy, and they came a week after 
Prescott threw more than 50 
passes for the third consecutive 
time in a full game and finished 
with 403 yards passing. Prescott 
was 23 of 27 for 237 yards against 
the Chargers.

“We’re trying to build this 

thing to win a championship,” 
McCarthy said. “You have to have 
diversity and you have to have an 
understanding of what your op-
ponents can and can’t do.”

WHAT NEEDS HELP

Clock management was a 
problem in the final minute. 
Dallas had plenty of time to get 

closer than the 56-yarder Greg 
Zuerlein made for the win. The 
Cowboys ran just one play in the 
final 33 seconds, choosing not 
to snap with about 10 seconds 
left and using their last timeout 
with 4 seconds to go. McCarthy 
said part of the problem was the 
scoreboard clock he was using 
went blank after that only play, a 
3-yard run by Pollard.

STOCK UP

RT Terence Steele helped slow 
three-time Pro Bowl pass rush-
er Joey Bosa in the first game 
without La’el Collins, who is 
serving a five-game suspension 
for violating the NFL’s sub-
stance-abuse policy. Steele got 
plenty of experience as an un-
drafted rookie last year when 

Collins missed the entire season 
with hip issues. That was part of 
the reason Dallas chose him to 
fill in this time. The plan prob-
ably won’t change anytime soon 
after Bosa was shut out on sacks, 
tackles for loss and QB hits.

STOCK DOWN

Special teams coach John 
Fassel continues to make puz-
zling decisions. The latest was a 
heavy punt rush late in the first 
half that resulted in a roughing 
penalty, giving the Chargers a 
chance for a tying field goal in 
the final seconds before half-
time. Tristan Vizcaino missed it. 
Without the penalty, the Dallas 
offense would have had plenty of 
time to try to expand a 14-11 lead.

INJURIES

McCarthy said WR Amari 
Cooper injured some ribs but 
didn’t have an update on his sta-
tus after the game.

KEY NUMBER

20 — The Cowboys won while 
scoring 20 or fewer points for 
the first time since a 13-10 victo-
ry over New Orleans on Nov. 29, 
2018. Dallas had lost 17 consecu-
tive games when scoring fewer 
than 30 points.

NEXT STEPS

The Cowboys get a rare three-
game homestand starting next 
Monday night against Philadel-
phia. They should be favored in 
all three, although it’ll be close 
with the middle game against 
Carolina because of the early re-
surgence from the Panthers. The 
hapless New York Giants, anoth-
er NFC East rival, finish the set.

Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert is hit by Dallas Cowboys linebacker Micah Parsons as he throws 
during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, in Inglewood, Calif. PHOTO BY GREGORY BULL/AP

Batting title races jumbled 
as MLB season winds down

AP — The bar for the batting ti-
tle is unusually low this year — and 
that’s creating wild races for the 
honor in both leagues.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. leads the 
majors in hitting with a .321 average, 
and Trea Turner is atop the National 
League at .316. According to Base-
ball-Reference.com, the only time 
the leaders in both leagues were at 
.325 or lower was in 1960, when Dick 
Groat topped the NL at .325 and Pete 
Runnels hit .320 to win the AL title.

The lowest average to win the 
NL batting crown was .313 by Tony 
Gwynn in 1988. The lowest to top the 
AL was .301 by Carl Yastrzemski in 
the pitcher-dominated 1968 season.

These lower batting averages by 
the league leaders are consistent 
with the sense that the sport is 
dominated by homers and strike-
outs now. Aside from the pandem-
ic-shortened 2020 season, nobody 
has hit over .350 since Josh Hamil-
ton in 2010.

With nobody close to a number 
like that this season, there could be 
several players in contention for the 
batting crown until the final day. 
Houston’s Michael Brantley (.315) 
and Yuli Gurriel (.314) aren’t far be-
hind Toronto’s Guerrero in the AL. 
Right behind the Dodgers’ Turner 
in the NL are another former Wash-
ington National and a current one. 

TRIVIA TIME

Turner is trying to become the 
first Dodgers player to win the 
batting title since Tommy Davis in 
1963, and Harper is trying to be-
come the first Phillie to do it since 
Richie Ashburn in 1958. Aside from 
the Rays and Diamondbacks, who 
have never had a batting champion, 
which current franchise has gone 
the longest since its last one?

LINE OF THE WEEK

Atlanta’s Eddie Rosario hit for 
the cycle Sunday in a 3-0 victory 
over San Francisco. 

Bryce Harper is hitting .313 and 
Juan Soto is at .315.

HEAD TO HEAD

The St. Louis Cardinals swept a 
three-game series against San Di-
ego and extended their winning 
streak to eight games. The Cardi-
nals lead Cincinnati by three games 
for the second NL wild card. The 
fading Padres are now 3 1/2 back, 
along with Philadelphia.

With Jack Flaherty limited to 14 
starts so far this year because of in-
jury problems, 40-year-old Adam 
Wainwright is 16-7 with a 2.89 ERA 
for the Cardinals.

Toronto Blue Jays’ Vladimir Guerrero Jr. watches his solo home run 
against the Minnesota Twins during the third inning of a baseball 
game, Friday, Sept. 17, 2021, in Toronto.   PHOTO BY JON BLACKER/AP

Chiefs defense exposed by 
Jackson, Ravens in 36-35 defeat

You also lose games when you al-
low an opponent to run for 251 yards 
and three touchdowns. Or go 4 for 4 
in the red zone, 6 for 11 on third downs 
and convert their only fourth down. 
Or take the ball out of the hands of 
your best player.

“We will never point fingers and 
say it’s just one person’s loss. That is 
not how we roll at Kansas City,” Kelce 
said. “We’ll fix it in the four quarters of 
football. We’ll fix it.”

KEEP ROLLING

Kelce finished with seven catches 
for 109 yards and a touchdown, giv-
ing him 8,066 yards for his career. He 
joined Rob Gronkowski (8,613) and 
Jimmy Graham (8,350) as the only 
active tight ends with at least 8,000 
yards receiving.

MISSING IN ACTION

The Chiefs moved star defensive 
tackle Chris Jones to defensive end in 
an effort to improve their pass rush, 
but on Sunday night he looked like — 
well, he looked like a defensive tackle 
trying to play defensive end. He had 
one tackle, no sacks and failed to put 
any pressure on Jackson even as the 
Ravens ran right at him.

POOR PASS RUSH

The return of defensive end Frank 
Clark from a hamstring injury didn’t 
do much to help Kansas City’s pass 
rush, either. Daniel Sorensen deliv-
ered the only sack on a safety blitz.

“When you miss over 10 tackles in 
a game, that’s cause for devastation 
for a defense,” Clark said. “You’ve got 
to make the tackles, especially when 
you’re going against a strong offense 
like the Ravens.”

HELPING HANDS

Tyreek Hill was double and triple 
covered by the Ravens most of the 
night, freeing up others in the Kansas 
City passing game. Pringle had two 
catches for 63 yards and a score. Me-
cole Hardman had five catches for 55 
yards.

the run, and their failure to improve 
this past offseason in an area that also 
was a problem last year, the fumble by 
Clyde Edwards-Helaire following the 
2-minute warning rests as much on 
Kansas City’s coaching staff as it does 
anyone else.

After the Chiefs took over at their 
own 25 with 3:14 left, Mahomes hit 
Byron Pringle over the middle for 23 
yards. He hit Travis Kelce for 13 yards 
and again for 7 more, getting the ball 
to the Baltimore 32.

All of a sudden, Reid and Chiefs of-
fensive coordinator Eric Bieniemy put 
the ball in the hands of a second-year 
pro that had struggled all game to find 
running room rather than keep it in 
the hands of arguably the NFL’s best 
player.

Edwards-Helaire was promptly 
stripped of the ball. The Ravens recov-
ered the fumble. Jackson converted on 
fourth down.

Game over.
“We got into field-goal range pretty 

quickly there,” Mahomes said, “and 
then we were pretty much trying to get 
down close, to let (Harrison) Butker 
kick the field goal. And dude made a 
good play. He was getting blocked and 
threw his hand out and hit it directly 
on the ball. We were executing; they 
made a play. You lose games when 
teams make plays like that.”

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — It was 
only fitting that the Baltimore Ravens 
would put away a comeback win over 
the Chiefs by running Lamar Jackson 
right up the middle when Kansas City 
needed a fourth-down stop to get the 
ball back.

The Chiefs knew it was coming; the 
Ravens had been doing it all game.

They still couldn’t stop it.
Nor could the Chiefs stop the 

run the previous week against the 
Browns, though some late-game mag-
ic from Patrick Mahomes managed to 
bail them out in Week 1. But when the 
Kansas City defense allowed Jackson 
to scamper for a clinching first down 
with about a minute left Sunday night, 
it prevented Mahomes from even get-
ting another chance.

The result was a 36-35 loss that end-
ed the Chiefs’ streak of 14 consecutive 
wins in the month of September.

“When guys are in position, you 
have to make the tackle,” Chiefs coach 
Andy Reid said. “We have to do a bet-
ter job getting off blocks. ... We knew 
they were a very good run team. Guys 
pushed through it and got us in a posi-
tion to win the game.”

Ah, yes — the fumble that also kept 
the Chiefs from kicking a potential 
winning field goal.

While the Browns and Ravens have 
exposed the Chiefs’ inability to stop 

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) walks off 
the field after an NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens, 
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, in Baltimore. Baltimore won 36-35. PHOTO BY 
JULIO CORTEZ/AP



Sports
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 • DailyCampus.com10

Photo of the Day | The stakes are high

After a hard-fought back-and-forth battle, the Huskies defeated the Harvard Crimson in a shootout at the Sherman Family Sports Complex this past Sunday afternoon. UConn 
senior Abby Gooderham and sophomore Aiyi Young scored in the shootout to help lead the Huskies to a 2-1 victory over the Crimson. The Huskies will travel to Liberty University to 
play their next game on Friday, Sept. 24 at 3p.m. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Perez breaks Bench’s record with 46th HR, KC tops Indians
CLEVELAND (AP) — Salva-

dor Perez hit his 46th home run, 
breaking Johnny Bench’s record 
for homers by a catcher in a sea-
son, and the Kansas City Royals 
beat the Cleveland Indians 7-2 
Monday in the first game of a 
doubleheader.

Perez hit a two-run homer in 
the fifth inning, topping Bench’s 
total from 1970 for the most by a 
player who played at least 75% of 
his team’s games at catcher.

“It was unbelievable,” he said. 
“I thank God for this. It’s amaz-
ing.”

Perez also moved into a tie for 
the major league lead in homers 
with Toronto’s Vladimir Guerre-
ro Jr. Perez leads the majors with 
115 RBIs.

Royals manager Mike Matheny 
considered it an honor to wit-
ness the moment.

“It’s just hard to get your head 
around, to be honest,” Matheny 
said. “The long history in this 
game and how many great play-
ers have come through. For him 

Kansas City Royals’ Salvador Perez smiles and points to the dugout after hitting a two-run home run in the 
fifth inning in the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the Cleveland Indians, Monday, Sept. 20, 
2021, in Cleveland. The home run broke Johnny Bench’s record for the most home runs in a season by a pri-
mary catcher. PHOTO BY TONY DEJAK/AP

to do something that nobody’s 
done, it’s amazing.”

Starting again behind the plate 
— the durable All-Star has seen 
some time at designated hitter, 
and started the second game at 
DH — Perez drove a 1-2 pitch 
from Triston McKenzie into the 
left field bleachers, a drive that 
traveled 429 feet.

Perez pointed to the sky after 
crossing home plate and was 
hugged by several teammates as 
he entered the dugout.

“For a guy who’s so respect-
ed in this clubhouse, it was dif-
ferent than your normal home 
run,” Matheny said. “You could 
see the look on Salvy’s face. He’ll 
never forget it.”

Perez tied Bench on Thursday 
night in Kansas City as the Roy-
als played Seattle. He went 1 for 
13 at the plate in the final three 
games of the series but didn’t 
feel any pressure to set the re-
cord and was more focused on 
winning games.

“Perez is one of those rare in-

injured list before the game, al-
lowed two runs in seven innings.

Dozier hit his 14th homer in 
the second and added an RBI 
single in the fourth. Benintendi 
hit his 16th homer in the fourth.

McKenzie (5-7) gave up all 
three home runs and allowed 
seven runs in 4 1/3 innings.

José Ramírez, the current AL 
Player of the Week, had a two-
run single for Cleveland in the 
fifth.

The seven-inning game was 
the makeup of a July 11 rainout at 
Progressive Field.

BIEBER TIME

RHP Shane Bieber is expected 
to rejoin Cleveland’s rotation this 
week. The reigning AL Cy Young 
winner has been sidelined since 
June 13 with a strained shoulder. 
Bieber threw 57 pitches in 3 1/3 
innings for Double-A Akron on 
Sunday.

dividuals to find energy and pas-
sion just to keep playing,” Indi-
ans interim manager DeMarlo 
Hale said. “And the offensive 
year he’s having it’s even more 
special. People don’t talk about 
him in the MVP race, but I’ll tell 
you what he’s there in my book.”

Perez also singled in the first 
and made his presence known 
defensively when he threw out 
Myles Straw trying to steal sec-
ond base in the bottom of the in-
ning.

“He’s a great hitter, to start,” 
McKenzie said. “Second of all, 
he’s a great catcher. Threw out 
Straw early in the game, kind 
of shut down some of our mo-
mentum. He’s a guy that can al-
ways make you pay for mistakes. 
He did just that. He’s definitely 
caught fire toward the end of the 
season.”

Hunter Dozier and Andrew 
Benintendi also hit two-run 
homers for the Royals.

Brady Singer (5-10), activat-
ed from the COVID-19-related 

TRAINER’S ROOM

Royals: RHP Brad Keller 
(strained right lat) and RHP 
Wade Davis (shoulder inflamma-
tion) were moved to the 60-day 
injured list.

Indians: OF Harold Ramirez 
injured his right shoulder when 
he ran into the right field wall at 
Yankee Stadium on Sunday and 
didn’t play in the first game of the 
doubleheader.

UP NEXT

Royals: Tuesday night starter 
RHP Daniel Lynch (4-5. 5.34) was 
pulled from his last start against 
Oakland in the third inning be-
cause of left calf tightness. He 
gave up three runs (one earned) 
on two hits in two-plus innings.

Indians: RHP Cal Quantrill 
(6-3, 2.89) starts Tuesday night. 
He didn’t allow an earned run 
over 6 2/3 innings in his last start 
against Minnesota.

Kansas City Royals’ Salvador Perez reacts after striking out during the 
fourth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners at Kauffman 
Stadium in Kansas City, Mo., Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021. PHOTO BY COLIN E. BRALEY/AP
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Jon’s Take: Pump the brakes on the Zach Wilson slander 

Alright look, I’m not going to say 
that New York Jets quarterback 
Zach Wilson was necessarily good 
on Sunday. 

In fact, he had a pretty awful 
game, throwing four interceptions 
in the team’s 25-6 loss to the New 
England Patriots. Most of those 
throws were absolutely his fault. 
Jets fans like myself have seen games 
like this plenty of times before from 
players Sam Darnold, Luke Falk, 
Ryan Fitzpatrick, Bryce Petty, Geno 
Smith and Mark Sanchez, to name a 
few from recent memory. For a team 
that’s been rebuilding since San-
chez infamously butt-fumbled on 
Thanksgiving  2012, it’s looking like 
the same old Jets all over again. 

Despite this slow start from New 
York’s No. 2 overall pick, there are 
plenty of reasons to explain the 
rough play from Wilson, as well as a 
number of reasons to still be excited 
about the future. 

Belichick owns rookie QBs and 
the Jets 

Since 2000, Bill Belichick has 
dominated most rookie quarter-
backs, going 22-6 against them, in-
cluding a perfect 13-0 at home. In 
the Jets’ last 11 matchups with the 
New England Patriots, they are 
0-11, having last won in December 
2015. In the last 22, they are 2-20. 

While the Jets have had some 
very bad teams during this span, 
even at their best, Belichick seems 
to just have their number, putting 
massive pressure on the QBs and 
forcing them to make horrendous 
mistakes. Some of the worst loss-
es resulted in the Butt Fumble and 
Sam Darnold claiming he was see-
ing ghosts on national television. 
While not unfathomable for Wilson 
to lead the Jets to a W on Sunday, it 

chemistry a team needs doesn’t 
appear out of thin air. The front 
five did a much better job on Sun-
day, with four of the five linemen 
scoring a 68.5 PFF grade or high-
er. Look for them to increase those 
ratings a little more in the coming 
weeks, and even more when Bec-
ton returns in 4-8 weeks. While 
they won’t be a dominant unit 
like the Browns or the Colts, they 
should be at least formidable in 
giving protection to Wilson the 
rest of the season. I can safely say 
that this group of five is easily bet-
ter than anything  Sam Darnold 
ever had. 

Darnold’s successes 

This one might be a little out 
there, but seeing a former “bust” 
in Darnold tear it up in Carolina 
this past week actually made me 
hopeful for the Jets’ future. After 
three full years of thinking the or-
ganization squandered a top pros-
pect’s potential, Darnold is thriv-
ing in a new location, surrounded 
by better talent. 

New York is still trying to climb 
out of its mile deep hole left by 
former GM Mike Maccagnan and 
former head coaches Todd Bowles 
and Adam Gase. The fact that a 
quarterback that was in the same 
situation as Wilson hasn’t had his 
career ruined by the Jets organi-
zation is a great sign that Wilson 
will be able to turn it around at 
some point. 

And look, none of this is me 
saying he’s going to be Patrick 
Mahomes. As much as the New 
York media and fans want him 
to be, staying realistic is import-
ant. He could very easily end up 
a bust, but nothing in his play up 
to this point is alarming consid-
ering the circumstances. There’s 
a reason he was drafted second 
overall, and we should see his 
talent in full force soon enough. 

was highly unlikely to begin with. 

Rookie growing pains 

Look, every rookie has had a 
rough stretch to begin the year, espe-
cially when they’re under the same 
circumstances as Wilson. This kid is 
on a Jets team that signed virtually 
no backup options, with no veteran 
guys that can mentor him along the 
way. He’s gotten QB1 reps since the 
second he got to the Meadowlands. 

or Lawrence struggled with the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, as did Justin 
Fields with the Chicago Bears. Mac 
Jones got the win for the Patriots, 
but didn’t play “out of his mind” 
and was reaping the benefits of 
great field position all game long. 
None of these guys are at their po-
tential just yet. 

Offensive weapons shined 

One really bright spot on the Jets’ 

Michael Carter was stellar as well, 
out-contributing Ty Johnson and 
Tevin Coleman in this running 
back-by-committee. With increas-
ing talent around him, Wilson is no 
doubt set up in a better position to 
succeed. 

Offensive line bounces back 

After a horrendous first game 
from the offensive line, it seemed as 
though Wilson was going to strug-

Combine that with antsy New York 
media constantly expecting prog-
ress from him, and that’s a boatload 
of pressure. He’s going to figure it 
out, but it’s not going to happen 
overnight.  

Look at the other rookie QBs 
around the league this week. While 
no performance was necessarily as 
bad as Wilson’s, No. 1 pick Trev-

New York Jets quarterback Zach Wilson gets up after being sacked during the second half of an NFL football 
game against the New England Patriots, Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, in East Rutherford, N.J. PHOTO BY FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

team was the success of the oth-
er two major offensive draft picks 
GM Joe Douglas invested in this 
spring. Wide receiver Elijah Moore, 
who had already been hyped up 
as a budding superstar based on 
his training camp performance, 
was running some great routes 
and was a part of most of the good 
throws Wilson had. Running back 

gle with “seeing ghosts” all year 
long. A critical injury from former 
first round left tackle Mehki Bec-
ton last week only added to the 
concerns.  

The truth is that while these 
guys on the front line are Doug-
las’ players, they haven’t had any 
snaps with all five of them to-
gether until Week 1. That kind of 
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Ashton’s Column: The Worlds’ draw could bring crazy matchups 
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR 
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Last week, Riot Games an-
nounced that the groups for both 
the play-ins and the group stage 
of the League of Legends World 
Championship will take place on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 at 10 a.m. ET. 

The 10 play-ins and 12 group 
teams have been divided into 
groups for the draw: Groups A, 
B and C for the group stage and 
Groups A and B for the play-ins. 
This keeps the higher-seeded 
teams from the major regions 
from facing off against each other 
in either of these early stages. 

The goal of this method for 
group creation is to make relative-
ly balanced groups in which the 
top teams will successfully move 
on. The problem, however, is that 

historically, there’s been fluctua-
tion based on the randomization 
of the groups, leading to some 
groups being more difficult or 
easier than others. In my column 
today, I’m going to look at some of 
the crazier potential groups and 
see how this Worlds could end up 
being very, very strange. 

For the purposes of these 
groups, I will be assuming that 
the four A-seeded teams advance 
from the play-ins, though that is 
certainly not a guarantee. Just last 
year, we saw the MAD Lions fail 
to advance. 

The first point worth mention-
ing is that PSG Talon from the 
PCS was promoted to group A 
after they successfully made the 
top four at MSI, demoting 100 
Thieves, North America’s top 
seed, to Group B. That makes the 
path to the playoffs a lot easier for 

PSG, given they now can’t face off 
against the first seeds from the 
LPL, LCK or LEC. 

PSG’s group could end up being 
one of the easiest (at least on pa-
per) groups in history. The only 
restriction besides the A-B-C dis-
tribution is that no two teams from 
the same region can end up in the 
same group. This means that PSG 
can only not go up against Beyond 
Gaming if the PCS runner-ups 
make it through the play-ins. 

Far and away the craziest group 
could belong to DAMWON gam-
ing, the defending World Cham-
pions. As the LCK’s first seed, 
they could be grouped with the 
LPL’s second-seeded team, the ev-
er-intimidating FunPlus Phoenix, 
which won Worlds in 2019. This 
group could then add Rogue (the 
LEC’s third seed) and Cloud9.  

Despite Cloud9’s struggles this 

summer, this is still the only 
North American team to advance 
from groups in recent memory, 
and they cannot be underesti-
mated on that stage. This could 
be a real group of death this year 
with only two of these teams ad-
vancing. 

And yet, this might not be the 
craziest possible group. With 
that established as a possibility, 
let’s look to group B. This could 
be capped by the LPL’s EDward 
Gaming, which looked very 
frightening this season. Then 
they could add the LCK’s second 
seed, Gen.G, which made it to the 
quarterfinals last year. 

But that’s not what would 
make this group scariest, be-
cause they’d then have to have 
Team Liquid, which has looked 
a bit meh. This group would be 
far scarier if instead, they took 

2018 runner-up Fnatic, who was 
iffy this season but ended playing 
very well. 

Then they could add the LCK’s 
T1, which needs no introduction, 
and cap the group with Beyond 
Gaming. Even with the PCS in the 
final spot, this group would be ab-
solutely insane, with some of the 
most accomplished teams in the 
game facing off for just two spots.  

However, these groups would 
leave C and D substantially more 
odd. Group C, MAD Lion’s group, 
for instance, could be rounded 
out by the LCK’s Gen.G, Team 
Liquid from North America, and 
LNG from the LPL. Despite this 
group still having teams from the 
four major regions, it has teams 
who have either surged late in 
cases like LNG or lost a bad final 
in Team Liquid.  

Then there’s PSG Talon, which 
is already kind of the oddball in 
the first seed position. They did 
very well at MSI, and that’s why 
they’re above North America but 
people will still not be expect-
ing a ton given their status as a 
minor region team. Their group 
could add the final three teams, 
100 Thieves from North America, 
RNG from the LPL and Hanwha 
Life Esports from the LCK.  

Hanwha making it so far is 
surprising in itself. They had 
many struggles this summer, and 
100 Thieves was good for North 
American standards, but many 
fans still argue that they are not 
that strong overall. In a group 
like this, PSG would actually 
have a decent shot at advancing, 
probably alongside RNG, but 
there’s no way this group would 
be considered as strong as the 
others. 

Of course, there are numerous 
ways these groups could come 
together in some crazy combina-
tions. Even more intrigue could 
come in the play-ins stage as 
teams try to repeat last year when 
the MAD Lions lost. However 
the groups come together, this 
will be one of the most stacked 
Worlds ever. To know just how 
stacked playoffs will be, though, 
we’ll have to wait for the groups’ 
reveal  on Wednesday. 

Team Cloud 9 comes together after a successful competition in 2018. Currently, they are in the top running to win the World Championship, 
which will take place this Wednesday, Sept. 22. PHOTO BY DOT ESPORTS
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Sean Brady
@seanbradymma
Just a reminder Nick Diaz returns this 
weekend!!! #UFC266

Cincinnati Football
@GoBearcatsFB
Leading the team with 10 tackes and a 
pivotal interception against Indiana,      
@Deshawn_pac3 has been named the       
@American_FB  Defensive Player of 
the Week! #Bearcats

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Men’s football 
Saturday

21 52

Men’s Soccer: Tonight, 7 p.m.
Morrone Stadium

vs.

Women’s Soccer: Thursday, 7 p.m.
Morrone Stadium

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s Soccer: Huskies look to outclass Dartmouth

I’ll take a Big Mac, with a side of a first NFL win
by Taylor Coonan 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu 

New England Patriots quar-
terback Mac Jones solidified the 
hype around his rookie season 
on Sunday as he helped his team  
capture their first win of the 
season over the New York Jets 
(0-2). The game was also Jones’ 
first win as an NFL player, as the 
Patriots (1-1) notched a 25-6 vic-
tory at MetLife Stadium in New 
Jersey. 

“I think it starts with me,” 
Jones said after the win. “[I’ve] 
got to be more vocal ... We [have] 
to do a review of the week and 
make sure [we] can learn from 
[our] mistakes from practice, 
from the game, from [our] rou-
tine, whatever it may be,” Jones 
said of the Pats’ win over the Jets. 

Jones faced off against anoth-
er rookie quarterback, the Jets’ 
Zach Wilson, and turned out 
to be the big man on top. Jones 
completed 22 of 30 passes for 
186 yards. But his lack of touch-
downs proved irrelevant when 
Wilson handed four intercep-
tions to the Patriots’ defense. 

That was the difference be-
tween Wilson and Jones — Wil-
son threw too many passes 
while Jones didn’t seem to throw 
enough. His success in doing so, 
however, led the Pats to their first 
regular-season win in Week 2.  

“We’ve played two games and 
won one and lost one,” Jones 

said. “You’ve got to take it for 
what it’s worth, and we’ll get 
better. I think everybody, includ-
ing anybody that’s watched the 
game, can agree that the offense 
can play better, and we will,” 
Jones said after the game. 

Jones’ strongest emphasis was 
not so much on him,  but the en-
tire offensive team when review-
ing the game for the media early 
Sunday evening. 

Last week in its season opener 
against the Miami Dolphins, New 

England fumbled the ball four 
separate times due to both a lack 
of ball security and protection 
over passes. The Pats came up 
short in that game, losing  17-16. 

Patriots players, personnel 
and fans alike were content with 
the win, but still seemed to want 
more. After the game, Jones 
expressed how the team feels 
“blessed” to win on offense. At 
the same time, however, he not-
ed that the Patriots must “correct 
the things [they] need to work 

on.” Mac Jones already possesses 
Bill Belichick’s trademark “on to 
the next one” attitude, which has 
been quite successful in the past. 

But  Jones knows he still has 
many opportunities and places 
for improvement, even with the 
Miami loss behind the team. 

“My ball security can improve. 
I’ve put the ball on the ground 
twice,” Jones said at the post-
game press conference, referring 
to his two fumbles against the 
Jets.  

This reaction was similar to 
Week 1 regarding how reluctant 
Jones was to celebrate any sort 
of achievement, as he refused to 
keep the ball he threw for his first 
NFL career touchdown. 

“It doesn’t really matter,” 
Jones said. “It’s just one touch-
down. We have to score more. 
It’s not like the game was over 
right there,” he said following 
the Patriots’ loss to Miami. 

The red zone remained Jones’ 
downfall during Week 2, as the 
inconsistent offensive line pro-
tecting him allowed three sacks. 
In trying to avoid a fourth sack,  
Jones ended up throwing the ball 
away on one play, which led to an 
intentional grounding penalty. 

Still, he rose to the challenge of 
pushing running back Damien 
Harris through the tackle pile to 
complete a 26-yard touchdown 
run later in the Jets game. 

 “I think, ‘Just do my job,’” 
Jones said of Harris’ touchdown 
after the game. “Obviously, 
sometimes it’s not running down 
the field on the play, but just to 
see Damien trying and the offen-
sive line running down there. I 
[felt] like I [could]  help.”  

With these early performanc-
es by the  15th overall draft pick, 
the Mac Jones hype gained  new 
momentum after the Patriots’ 
first win.  All of New England 
is excited for Week 3’s matchup 
against the New Orleans Saints 
in Foxborough, Mass. on Sun-
day, Sept. 26 at 1 p.m. 

New England Patriots quarterback Mac Jones, left, hands off to Damien Harris during the second half of an 
NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, in East Rutherford, N.J. PHOTO BY BILL KOSTROUN/AP

by Cole Stefan  
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu 

The University of Connecticut 
men’s soccer team will return to Storrs 
after kicking off  their Big East sched-
ule this past Saturday against Butler. 

The Big East opener did not go 
UConn’s way. The Huskies (3-2-0, 
0-1-0 Big East) lost another close 
contest 1-0, this time to the Butler 
Bulldogs, despite multiple chances 
to equalize the contest throughout an 
aggressive second half. 

Despite this heartbreaking re-
sult, the Huskies off ense has shown 
their might through fi ve games this 
season. Freshman Okem Chime has 
lived up to his potential, as he leads 
the team in goals with three, and his 
11 shots on goal are second on the 
team. The team leader is sophomore 
stud Moussa Wade. Although he has 
no goals yet, he has had a remarkable 
number of chances and has picked 
up three assists along the way. 

Then there are senior Dominic 
Laws and sophomore Giancarlo 
Vaccaro. Both picked up their fi rst 
goal of the season against Yale and 
will look to dominate another Ivy 
League school. Laws’ 11 shots are 
tied for second with Chime while 
Vaccaro has only four shots but has 
tried to make the most of them as 
possible.  

Speaking of domination against 
an Ivy League institution, the mid-
fi eld will be led by a sophomore 
who knows how to handle the smart 
gameplay they bring. Leading them 
is Big East honor roll member Jayden 
Reid, who garnered a goal and three 
assists against Yale last Tuesday. 
Reid was able to add to his shot total 
last time and is now up to seven shots 

on the season, making him a reliable 
option to try and fi nd the net. 

Reid continues to make his case to 
be a starter, but right now, the mid-
fi eld group is loaded. It starts with 
senior Felix Meltzer, whose two shots 
on Saturday were his fi rst of the sea-
son; freshman Mateo Leveque, who 
has a goal and an assist to back up his 
strong start and junior captain Ahdan 
Tait. Together, they create great plays 
that have the potential to be highlight 
reels day in and day out. 

In the backfi eld, there’s freshman 
Bjorn Nikolajewski, who registered 
the only shot on goal in Saturday’s 
loss, freshman Vactor Guillaume and 
sophomore Thomas Decottignies. To-
gether, the three will look to continue 
their physical style of defense to create 
more scoring chances out front. 

The Huskies have relied on goal-
keeper Jahmali Waite all season long. 
Although he picked up the loss Sat-
urday, Waite has looked incredible 
through fi ve games this season. He 
has allowed two goals and made 12 
saves with three clean sheets to go 
with them. He continues to make a 
strong case as one of the best goal-
tenders in the Big East and is a key 
reason the Huskies have kept their 
opponents off  the board. 

Then there’s Dartmouth Univer-
sity from New Hampshire. The Big 
Green (0-3-0) enter Storrs coming off  
a brutal loss of their own.  

They last played on Wednesday, 
Sept. 15, losing a 2-1 heartbreaker 
to the UMass Minutemen. It hasn’t 
been an easy start to the season for 
the Big Green, who will be playing 
their fourth consecutive road game. 

They too get great chances to score, 
and it all starts with their three goal 
scorers, freshman midfi elder Ben 
Jenkins, junior midfi elder Trevor 

Gee and senior defenseman Matt 
Pickering. Although their forward 
group has no goals, that should not 
count out this team because it is still 
unknown what their midfi eld or de-
fense can bring to the table. 

Jenkins picked up his fi rst career 
goal against UMass and knows how 
to make the shots he needs to and 
fi nd the back of the net. Gee is an-
other name to look out for in a very 
potent midfi eld. The other key play-
makers include freshman Kristian 
Feed, senior Mothibi Penn-Kekana 
and sophomore Tom Collins, as they 
all have the potential to fool you with 
some incredible moves. It will be a 
true test of the midfi elders, and the 
winner of this game will have a better 
midfi eld overall. 

But let’s not forget about the attack 
position. Junior Clayton Molter is 

The Men’s Soccer team defeats Dartmouth College 1-0 on Sept. 8, 2018. They improved their record to 3-2 
and their next home game is against Dartmouth tonight. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

tied for the team lead in shots with 
Jenkins (fi ve) and is looking to pick 
up his fi rst goal of the season. He and 
junior David Alino will look to try 
as hard as they can to fi nd the back 
of the net. If they can get some help 
from the midfi eld, then there is a 
chance they will do just that. 

On the defensive side, senior Jor-
dan Bailon has one of two assists 
this season (the other belongs to Jen-
kins) and has the experience needed 
to run the back fi eld like a professor 
teaching a lecture. He is joined by 
sophomore Daniel Coons, freshman 
Louis Weisdorf, senior Garrett Scott 
and senior Ohad Yahalom. This 
defense will look to put up a clinic 
against a hot Husky off ense. 

Finally, there is senior goaltender 
Alex Budnik, who has played two 
games and allowed fi ve goals while 

making 11 saves so far. Budnik will 
have to deal with two key factors 
throughout this game in the goal 
patrol and the attacking off ense and 
will look to silence both in a 90-min-
ute match. 

Dartmouth averages one goal per 
game, compared to UConn’s 1.60 
GPG. The shots per game sway 
heavily in UConn’s favor, at 14.4 
shots per game compared to Dart-
mouth’s 9.3. Look for the Huskies to 
use the shot count to their advantage 
as they try to fi nd several ways to get 
the ball to the back of the net. 

The Huskies lead the all-time se-
ries 26-15-4, and they will look to 
earn their 27th win against Dart-
mouth at Joseph J. Morrone Stadium 
at 7 p.m tonight. The game can be ac-
cessed on FloSports, with live stats 
provided by Statbroadcast.
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