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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*18

as of 8:55 p.m. on Sept. 27

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)6

*positive test results

21 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 26 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

UConn declares racism a public health crisis
by Colin Piteo
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
colin.piteo@uconn.edu

Last week, following the state 
of Connecticut’s declaration of 
racism as a public health crisis 
and urging from the Undergrad-
uate Student Government, the 
University of Connecticut also 
declared racism a public health 
crisis, according to a UConn To-
day article.  

The state of Connecticut de-
clared in Public Act 21-35 that 
racism constitutes a public 
health crisis in the state and will 
continue to do so until there is 
a 70% reduction in racial dis-
parities measured in education, 
health care utilization, criminal 
justice and economic indicators.  

UConn President Dr. Andrew 
Agwunobi released a statement 
applauding the decision and 
said UConn will be taking active 
steps to address the crisis. Some 
of these steps include recruit-
ment and retention of people of 
color, as well as bias training for 
UConn healthcare workers. 

“We will continue to evaluate 
and strive to improve the re-
cruitment and retention of peo-
ple of color throughout the uni-
versity, including in our health 
care preparation programs, as 
required by the law, and UCo-
nn John Dempsey hospital will 

continue to include implicit bias 
training for staff members who 
provide direct care to women 
who are pregnant or in the post-
partum period,” Agwunobi said.  

Agwunobi stated the univer-
sity has created a Director of 
Health Equity & Access to Care 
position within Student Health 
and Wellness in order to address 
inequity in the student health 
apparatus. The university has  
also created a task force to re-
view the model of care on region-
al campuses in order to increase 
student access to care, according 
to UConn Today.  

Finally, Agwunobi stated the 
variety of ways in which univer-
sity faculty are already trying to 
tackle the crisis. 

“There are countless exam-
ples among our faculty in their 
commitment to this work and 
educating the next generation of 
leaders on how to address these 
critical issues,” Agwunobi said. 
“A few highlights include our 
Anti-Black Racism course, which 
includes a module on health in-
equities; our Health Disparities 
Institute at UConn Health, led by 
Professor and Director Wizdom 
Powell; and the involvement of 
a number of faculty across our 
campuses working closely with 
the Greater Hartford Interfaith 
Action Alliance.” 

The Spirit Rock, one of three paintable rocks at UConn, reads “Black Lives Matter” from the 2020-2021 
school year. Last week, UConn declared racism a public health issue, following the state’s declaration.
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UConn clubs explode in engagement after Involvement Fair

UConn students learn about clubs and opportunities around cam-
pus on Fairfield Way, Sep. 14, 2021. Clubs had tables highlighting 
their meetings and activities at this year’s Involvement Fair. 
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University of Connecticut clubs 
have seen an explosion in engage-
ment since UConn’s involvement 
fair earlier this month. Two clubs 
in particular, the Outing Club 
and Moon Club, have seen rapid 
growth from years prior, quintu-
pling in size, according to their 
members.  

The Outing Club is an outlet for 
students to explore the outdoors and 
make friends on weekly sponsored 
nature trips. Howard Ding, the presi-
dent of Outing Club, spoke about the 
recent growth of the club and how 
this growth has aff ected the club and 
himself. 

“When I picked up the club, we 
were looking at four to fi ve hundred 
people, and since the Involvement 
Fair and the beginning of the school 
year and getting back into the groove 
of things, we’ve just seen it climb and 
climb and climb all the way to, now 

by Colin Piteo
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
colin.piteo@uconn.edu

we’re at about 977,” Ding said.  “We’re 
still getting a few people every day.” 

Ding believed that after the 
COVID-19 pandemic had pushed ev-
eryone indoors, outdooring became a 
new social outlet for many.  

“The infl ux of people being inter-
ested in the outdoors is incredible, 
coming from COVID especially, be-
cause everyone is stuck indoors and 
wondering what we can do and we’ll 
say, ‘Why don’t you go outside and go 
explore that way?’” Ding said. “It’s 
incredible the amount of people that 
are going outdoors and trying to ex-
plore.” 

Ding expanded on why he believes 
the Outing Club has seen such an 
explosion of membership, ranging 
from so many new students on cam-
pus for the fi rst time to grassroots 
recruitment.  

“If you think about it in terms of 
clubs and organizations, we essen-
tially have two years of ‘fi rst years’ 
looking to get out there and we do 
have the name of Outing Club —

we’re one of the oldest clubs on cam-
pus, but we also have a lot of word of 
mouth too, whether it be brothers, 
sisters who are in Outing Club right 
now, or friends and friends of friends 
who say, ‘Hey! So-and-so does Out-
ing Club and they love to go skiing, 
and I want to go on a ski trip or I 
want to hike Mt. Washington,” Ding 
said. “We really have the whole spec-
trum of people who want to run the 
gambit, so we really want to cater to 
them.”  

Ding also attributed the club’s 
success to its returning members 
and their energy in trying to lift the 
club off  the ground after a year of 
COVID-19.  

“We had such a passionate mem-
bership coming back from 2019 — we 
had such energy levels that naturally 
just compounds upon itself, where 
everyone, whether its transfer stu-
dents coming from out-of-state back 
to in-state, or new students, we’ve 
really seen an exponential rise,” Ding 
said.  

Ding also refl ected on his role as 
president of the Outing Club and 
how it has changed after more than 
doubling in size. 

“Things have changed a lot for 
me. I think it’s almost become a sec-
ond full-time job. Being a student is 
technically my fi rst priority, but it’s 
almost like the Outing Club has tak-
en over my whole world, and I don’t 
mind that,” Ding said. “Especially 
being ethnic as well, I am ethnically 
Chinese. It is very interesting to see 
as well, because we are — let’s be 
honest — one of the most Caucasian 
groups on campus, and since things 
have been slowing down now, I can 
fi nally start to think about how to ap-
proach diversity in the outdoors and 
equity for all.” 

Ding said that it has been challeng-
ing trying to accommodate all the 
new members and manage all the 
new interest, but he is looking for-
ward to the future of the club and is 

excited to see the new trips that mem-
bers will embark on. 

“We want to accommodate as 
many people as we can, for example, 
our Mt. Washington weekend. This 
was the weekend before the Involve-
ment Fair for context. We still had 
72 members climb Mt. Washington 
and everyone summited,” Ding said. 
“Over the weekend, we had over 120 
people go on trips. Between our three 
main trips — beginner hiking, begin-
ner climbing and Mt. Monadnock in 
New Hampshire — we had 120 peo-
ple plus a small trip on Tuesday to 
see the sunrise.” 

Moon Club meets at every month 
to appreciate the full moon. Their last 
meeting saw Insomnia Cookies and 
live music as well as a crowd of peo-
ple. Nicola Wilk, the vice president 
and social media manager of Moon 
Club, said the recent September 
meeting was about fi ve times larger 
than their last in person meeting.  

“The last meeting we had 500 peo-
ple show up, which was insane. That 
would be at least fi ve times greater 
than our last meeting, and I feel like 
the reason that happened was the 
moon rock, social media and every-
one wanting to get back into doing 
things on campus,” Wilk said. 

Explaining why she believes Moon 

Club has attracted so much traction 
over the past month, she credited a 
need for community following the 
pandemic. 

“After COVID-19, when not many 
people were allowed on campus and 
so many people had to just stay on-
line, you realize how much you actu-
ally need other people around you to 
talk to. And I also feel so many soph-
omores that weren’t around last year 
really didn’t get that freshmen expe-
rience with clubs so they’re probably 
more likely to join clubs this year,” 
Wild said. 

She also refl ected on how Moon 
Club has changed following its ex-
plosion in membership and the new 
challenges the club faces.  

“It has become very diff erent, be-
cause although we realized there 
were going to be a lot more people 
than usual because we had RSVPs 
for cookies, just seeing that sheer 
amount of people in one place was 
mind-blowing so we’re going to have 
to fi gure out how to make it more 
manageable but it’s really exciting to 
see,” Wilk said.  

Joseph Briody, assistant vice pres-
ident for Student Aff airs and exec-
utive director of Student Activities, 
said that he is not surprised by the 
explosion in club participation on 
campus and that he has heard simi-
lar stories across campus. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if stu-
dent involvement is up across 
campus — in both student organi-
zations and university programs.  
Our data from the spring showed 
strong student interest in recon-
necting and getting involved af-
ter a long and distant pandemic,” 
Briody said.  “Honestly, a number 
of colleagues and students have 
mentioned to me the incredible 
level of energy and student activity 
on campus during the past month.  
It’s just great to have students back 
on campus, getting involved and 
reconnecting in healthy ways.” 

“That would be at 
least five times greater 
than our last meeting, 

and I feel like the 
reason that happened 

was the moon rock, 
social media and 

everyone wanting to 
get back into doing 
things on campus.”

NICOLA WILK
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Hospitals fear staffing shortages as vaccine deadlines loom

In this Dec. 21, 2020 file photo, Michelle Chester, director of employee health services at Northwell 
Health, prepares the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at Northwell Health’s Long Island Jewish Valley Stream 
hospital in Valley Stream, N.Y. Hospitals and nursing homes across the country are preparing for wors-
ening staff shortages as state deadlines arrive for employees to get vaccinated against COVID-19. New 
York health care employees had until the end of the day Monday, Sept. 27, 2021, to get at least one dose.  
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Hospitals and nursing homes 
around the U.S. are bracing for 
worsening staff  shortages as state 
deadlines arrive for health care 
workers to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

With ultimatums taking eff ect 
this week in states like New York, 
California, Rhode Island and Con-
necticut, the fear is that some em-
ployees will quit or let themselves 
be fi red or suspended rather than 
get the vaccine.

“How this is going to play out, 
we don’t know. We are concerned 
about how it will exacerbate an al-
ready quite serious staffi  ng prob-
lem,” said California Hospital 
Association spokesperson Jan Em-
erson-Shea, adding that the orga-
nization “absolutely” supports the 
state’s vaccination requirement.

New York health care employees 

had until the end of the day Monday 
to get at least one dose, but some 
hospitals had already begun sus-
pending or otherwise taking action 
against holdouts.

Erie County Medical Center 
Corp. in Buff alo said about 5% of 
its hospital workforce has been put 
on unpaid leave for not being vacci-
nated, along with 20% of staff  at its 
nursing home. And the state’s larg-
est health care provider, Northwell 
Health, said it has begun removing 
unvaccinated workers from its sys-
tem, though it said its workforce is 
nearly 100% vaccinated.

“To those who have not yet made 
that decision, please do the right 
thing,” New York Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul said.

Some New York hospitals pre-
pared contingency plans that in-
cluded cutting back on noncriti-

cal services and limiting nursing 
home admissions. The governor 
also drew up plans to summon help 
from National Guard members 
with medical training, retirees or 
vaccinated workers from outside 
the state.

About a dozen states have vacci-
nation mandates covering health 
care workers in hospitals, long-
term care facilities or both. Some 
allow exemptions on medical or re-
ligious grounds, but those employ-
ees often must submit to regular 
COVID-19 testing.

States that have set such require-
ments tend to have high vaccina-
tion rates already. The highest rates 
are concentrated in the Northeast, 
the lowest ones in the South and 
Midwest.

The Biden administration also 
will require the roughly 17 million 

workers at health facilities that re-
ceive federal Medicare or Medicaid 
to be fully vaccinated under a rule 
still being developed.

That has worried some hospital 
offi  cials, particularly in rural com-
munities where vaccination rates 
tend to be lower.

“We are looking at the need to 
reallocate staff , in some cases just 
to maintain services that are essen-
tial, and there are going to be some 
delays” in care, said Troy Bruntz, 
president and CEO at Community 
Hospital in McCook, Nebraska.

He said 25 of the hospital’s 330 
employees said they would defi -
nitely resign if they were required 
to be vaccinated. The remainder 
of the approximately 100 unvac-
cinated employees — a group that 
includes nurses as well as cleaning 
and maintenance staff  — haven’t 
decided.

He also worries that it will be dif-
fi cult to hire new workers when the 
hospital is already short-handed.

“It doesn’t make us feel too confi -
dent that this isn’t going to turn into 
something short of a nightmare for 
American health care,” he said.

Many hospitals and nursing 
homes are already suff ering staff  
shortages because many nurses 
and others have quit as a result of 
pandemic-related burnout or have 
left for lucrative jobs traveling from 
state to state.

White House press secretary 
Jen Psaki noted that hospitals in 
Houston and Maine lost a relatively 
small number of employees recent-
ly after requiring employees to get 
vaccinated.

“We’re seeing in a lot of places 
that this is working, it’s eff ective. 
It’s creating more certainty and 
protection in their workforces,” 
Psaki said.

In California, where health care 
workers have until Thursday to get 
fully vaccinated, some hospitals are 
anticipating fi rings, suspensions 
or the moving of people to other 
positions, Emerson-Shea said. She 
said many traveling nurses have 

declined assignments in California 
because of the state’s vaccine re-
quirement.

But with a statewide mandate, 
health workers won’t be able to just 
quit their jobs and go to other hos-
pitals, said Dr. Jeff  Smith, CEO and 
executive vice president of hospital 
operations at Los Angeles-based 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

He expects that about 97 percent 
of Cedars-Sinai’s almost 17,000 
employees aff ected by the vaccine 
mandate will comply by the dead-
line. Another 1 percent have applied 
for medical or religious exemptions. 
Those who don’t comply by Friday 
will be suspended for a week, and 
fi red on Oct. 8 if they don’t comply 
or if there are not extenuating cir-
cumstances, he said.

The hospital also was able to hire 
over 100 nurses in the past month 
and uses some travel nurses.

“We’re in a good place but don’t 
want to minimize the challenges 
other hospitals are likely facing,” 
Smith said.

In Rhode Island, where the vac-
cine mandate takes eff ect Friday, 
the state said hospitals can allow 
unvaccinated employees to keep 
working 30 days past the deadline 
in cases where fi ring them would 
compromise patient safety. The 
mandate is being challenged in 
court because it doesn’t allow reli-
gious exemptions.

In states that don’t have man-
dates, some hospitals are imposing 
their own.

Ginger Robertson, a registered 
nurse who works in a mental health 
clinic at a hospital in Bismarck, 
North Dakota, has requested a re-
ligious exemption from her hospi-
tal’s vaccination requirement. She 
said she will look for other work if 
she doesn’t get it.

“Honestly, I really love my job. I 
am good at it. I enjoy my patients. I 
enjoy where I am at,” she said. “So 
this is a really hard place, to have to 
choose between two things I don’t 
want to do. I don’t want to leave, 
and I don’t want to get the vaccine.”

Ex-USC soccer coach tells of faking athletic credentials
BOSTON (AP) — A former as-

sistant women’s soccer coach at the 
University of Southern California 
testifi ed Monday during the fi rst 
trial in the nationwide college ad-
missions bribery scandal that she 
regularly created fake athletic pro-
fi les with exaggerated accomplish-
ments coupled with images she 
found on Google to help get unqual-
ifi ed students admitted.

Laura Janke, 39, of North Holly-
wood, California, took the stand 
in U.S. District Court in Boston in 
the trial of former casino executive 
Gamal Abdelaziz and former Sta-
ples and Gap Inc. executive John 
Wilson, The Boston Globe report-
ed.

They are among dozens of rich 
and famous parents charged in 
the Operation Varsity Blues case, 
which involved large payments to 
get undeserving children into elite 
U.S. universities with rigged test 
scores or phony athletic accom-

plishments.
When it came time to put togeth-

er an applicant’s profi le, Janke said 
she generally didn’t even know 
whether the student played a sport.

Janke, who worked at USC 
from 2007 to 2014, testifi ed that 
she falsifi ed the athletic profi le of 
Abdelaziz’s daughter, making it 
look like she was a basketball re-
cruit from a Hong Kong school. 
Abdelaziz is charged with paying 
$300,000 to get his daughter into 
USC as a basketball player even 
though she couldn’t even make her 
high school varsity team.

“I had to make it believable 
enough without raising any red 
fl ags,” Janke said.

Wilson, who heads a Massa-
chusetts private equity firm, is 
charged with paying $220,000 to 
have his son designated as a USC 
water polo recruit and an addi-
tional $1 million to buy his twin 
daughters’ ways into Harvard and 

Stanford.
Their defense attorneys argued 

in court documents that their 
clients had no knowledge of any 
false information submitted about 
their children, and they thought 
they were making legitimate con-
tributions to the universities.

Janke said she coordinated with 
college admissions consultant 
William “Rick” Singer, the man 
prosecutors say masterminded 
the entire operation.

And even though Janke put to-
gether the fake profiles, she never 
met or communicated with any 
parents, she said.

Janke was charged with con-
spiracy to commit racketeering, 
but in May 2019 she pleaded guilty 
in exchange for her testimony and 
a lenient sentence. No sentencing 
date has been scheduled.

Janke said in court she want-
ed to set an example for her own 
daughters.

A former assistant women’s soccer coach at the University of South-
ern California testified Monday, Sept. 27, 2021 during the first trial 
in the nationwide college admissions bribery scandal. She regularly 
created fake athletic profiles with exaggerated accomplishments to 
help admit unqualified students admitted to the school.
PHOTO BY REED SAXON, VIA AP



Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error 
materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first incorrect 
insertion. Ads will only be printed if they are accompanied by both first 
and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be 
subject to verification. All advertising is subject to acceptance by The Daily 
Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy at its sole discretion. 
The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.

CLASSIFIEDS

News
Tuesday, September 28, 2021 • DailyCampus.com 03

Biden plan seeks to expand education,  f rom pre-K to college
WASHINGTON (AP) — As Dem-

ocrats push ahead with President 
Joe Biden’s $3.5 trillion rebuilding 
plan, they’re promising historic 
investments across the arc of an ed-
ucation — from early childhood to 
college and beyond — in what ad-
vocates describe as the most com-
prehensive package of its kind in 
decades.

The education provisions in 
Biden’s “Build Back Better” pro-
posal would serve as a bedrock for 
schooling opportunities for count-
less Americans and test the nation’s 
willingness to expand federal pro-
grams in far-reaching ways.

Equity is a focus, as it seeks to re-
move barriers to education that for 
decades have resulted in wage and 
learning disparities based on race 
and income. And by expanding 
early education and child care pro-
grams, it aims to bring back work-
ers, especially women, who left jobs 
during the COVID-19 pandemic to 
look after children whose schools 
were closed.

All told, Americans would be en-
titled to two years of free preschool 
plus two years of free community 
college. Millions of families would 
be eligible for expanded child care 
subsidies. And there would be more 
federal financial aid for low-income 
college students.

“We haven’t done anything like 
that in my memory,” said Jessica 
Thompson, associate vice president 
of the Institute for College Access 
and Success, an education nonprof-
it. “It’s the dream.”

Congress is working to meet 
Monday’s self-imposed deadlines, 
and Biden’s broader proposal 
could come before the House later 
in the week. But Democrats must 
first overcome divisions within 
their own ranks over the scope of 
the plan. The $3.5 trillion propos-
al reaches nearly every aspect of 
American life, from health care and 
taxes to the climate and housing, 
largely paid for by raising taxes on 
corporations and the wealthy.

The price tag will likely drop and 

ambitions scaled back to appease 
more centrist lawmakers wary 
of big spending. But the cuts are 
drawing concerns from progres-
sives and others who say they have 
already compromised enough.

Funding for historically Black 
colleges and universities, for exam-
ple, has been slashed from Biden’s 
earlier plans. As lawmakers eye 
other possible cost-saving moves, 
money to repair aging school build-
ings could lose out.

At a recent House committee 
hearing, Rep. Frederica Wilson, 
D-Fla., argued that any more cuts 
could jeopardize the success of its 
education programs.

“Even with the robust invest-
ments proposed here, we are still 
shortchanging vital programs,” she 
said.

Democrats are pushing ahead 

on their own because Republicans 
decry the proposal as a step toward 
socialism that will worsen infla-
tion and strain the economy. They 
argue that free community college 
will benefit wealthier students who 
access the resource, at the expense 
of those with lower-incomes. And 
even on child care, which typically 
brings bipartisan support, Republi-
cans say the plan goes too far.

“We should be focused on en-
suring hardworking taxpayers can 
find the best care for their children 
rather than blindly throwing mon-
ey at the problem and calling it a 
solution,” said Rep. Virginia Foxx 
of North Carolina, the top Repub-
lican on the House Education and 
Labor Committee.

Taken together, the $761 billion 
in education investments make 
up a fifth of Biden’s total pack-

age. They’re intended to provide 
a stronger academic start for chil-
dren, especially those from low-in-
come families. The higher educa-
tion plans aim to get more adults 
into college and help them graduate 
with degrees that will lead to high-
er-paying jobs.

Even if the package is approved 
over solid GOP opposition, some 
of the marquee education propos-
als would face a big hurdle: getting 
buy-in from states.

For example, the community 
college and preschool plans would 
apply only in states that opt in and 
cover a portion of the cost. Sup-
porters worry that some states will 
reject the programs over political 
grounds or to avoid the cost.

Democrats’ proposal for uni-
versal preschool — one of Biden’s 
campaign promises — would cre-

ate new partnerships with states 
to offer free prekindergarten for 
all 3- and 4-year-olds. The federal 
government would cover the entire 
cost for the first three years before 
scaling back until states are paying 
40%. After seven years, it would 
end or need to be renewed.

A separate provision would 
expand child care benefits to a 
wider swath of families, and cost 
for families would be capped at 
no more than 7% of their earn-
ings. Unlike other aspects of the 
agenda, it wouldn’t require state 
participation — cities or counties 
could opt in even if their states 
don’t.

With free community college, 
Biden hopes to deliver a benefit 
that he’s been pushing since the 
Obama administration. Under the 
proposal, anyone in a participat-
ing state would be eligible attend 
two years of community college 
without paying tuition.

States that opt in would get fed-
eral funding through a formula; 
they eventually would be asked to 
cover about 20% of the cost. The 
bill would provide enough fund-
ing to support the program for 
five years.

Other provisions include a $500 
increase to the maximum Pell 
grant for low-income college stu-
dents, new investments in teacher 
training programs and $82 billion 
for school infrastructure. In a 
move heralded by college afford-
ability advocates, it would also 
make federal college aid available 
to students in the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program.

The plan has been lauded by 
education advocacy groups, even 
though many were hoping for a 
bigger increase to the Pell grant 
program.

Denise Forte, interim CEO of 
the Education Trust, said the bill 
has the potential to open new 
doors for communities that have 
long been left behind. But she said 
the plan’s success will largely rest 
on its acceptance by states.

In Washington, D.C. on Sept. 10, 2021, President Joe Biden talks to students at Brookland Middle School, 
as first lady Jill Biden talks with Brookland Middle School science teacher Michelle Taylor, right rear. 
As Democrats push ahead with Biden’s $3.5 trillion rebuilding plan, they are promising historic invest-
ments across all levels of education. The proposal includes universal prekindergarten, two years of 
free community college and expanded child care subsidies, among others.

PHOTOGRAPH BY MANUEL BALCE CENETA, VIA AP

Investigators hope for new leads 
in Boston museum robbery

Empty frames from which thieves took “Storm on the Sea of Gali-
lee” by Rembrandt, left background, and “The Concert” by Vermeer, 
right foreground, remain on display at the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum in Boston on March 11, 2020. The paintings were among more 
than a dozen works stolen from the museum March 21, 1990, in what is 
considered the largest art theft in history. PHOTO BY JOSH REYNOLDS, VIA AP

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
The chief investigator for a Boston 
museum still working to recover 
$500 million worth of art stolen in 
1990 said Thursday he was hoping 
for new leads to emerge following 
the death of a highly scrutinized 
figure in the case.

A Connecticut mobster who 
died last week, Robert Gentile, 
had long been suspected of pos-
sessing at one time some of the 
pieces taken from the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum in his-
tory’s largest art heist. He denied 
having any role or knowledge of 
the paintings’ location up until the 
end of his life.

But Anthony Amore, who is 

also the museum’s security di-
rector, said investigators had not 
been focused entirely on Gentile.

“One interesting thing is when 
masterpieces like these are stolen 
they are often recovered and of-
tentimes it happens a generation 
or two after the heist,” Amore said 
in an interview. “And sometimes 
that’s because somebody passes 
away or relationships become es-
tranged. And perhaps with Mr. 
Gentile’s passing, someone will 
feel liberated to speak about what 
they know. That’s conjecture. 
That’s hopeful talk.”

Acting U.S. Attorney for Massa-
chusetts Nathaniel Mendell said 
his office is encouraging anyone 

with information to contact the 
FBI.

The museum, which is offering 
a $10 million reward for informa-
tion leading to the artwork’s re-
covery, is conducting its investiga-
tion alongside and in partnership 
with the FBI, Amore said.

On March 18, 1990, two men 
masquerading as Boston police 
officers got into the museum by 
telling a security guard they were 
responding to a report of a distur-
bance, according to authorities. 
The guard and a co-worker were 
handcuffed and locked in the 
basement while the thieves made 
off with the 13 pieces of art.

The missing pieces include 
Rembrandt’s only known sea-
scape, “Christ in the Storm on 
the Sea of Galilee,” and Vermeer’s 
“The Concert,” one of fewer 
than 40 known paintings by the 
17th-century Dutch painter.

Federal authorities described 
Gentile as a person of interest, 
saying he talked about the sto-
len paintings with fellow prison-
ers and once told an undercover 
FBI agent he had access to two of 
the paintings and could negoti-
ate the sale of each for $500,000. 
His home outside Hartford was 
searched several times by feder-
al agents, and he served several 
years in prison after they found 
firearms he was prohibited from 
owning as a convicted felon.

Robert Fisher, who worked on 
the investigation as a member of 
the U.S. attorney’s office in Bos-
ton until 2016, said the investi-
gation likely had determined all 
there was to know about Gen-
tile’s possible role.

“To me I thought if he real-
ly did know or have informa-
tion about the paintings that he 
would have given that up before 
he passed away, particularly 
considering the reward was now 
up to $10 million,” Fisher said. 
“If the theory was that he had 
access to paintings, he had ev-
ery opportunity to come forward 
when he was in prison and out of 
prison and very ill.”

In Qom, where Iran outbreak 
began, virus rages on

COVID-19 patient Marhamat Asadi who is in a medically induced coma, 
is tended by nurses Fatemeh Najmeh Sadeghi, left, and Fereshteh 
Babakhanlou at the COVID-19 ICU ward of Amir Al-Momenin hospital 
in the city of Qom, some 80 miles (125 kilometers) south of the capital 
Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021. PHOTO BY VAHID SALEMI, VIA AP

QOM, Iran (AP) — In Iran’s holy 
city of Qom, where Shiite schol-
ars study and pilgrims travel to a 
shrine believed to be a gate to heav-
en, the Islamic Republic’s corona-
virus outbreak began and still rag-
es to this day.

While Iran works to vaccinate 
its 80 million people, many in Qom 
have not sought out the shots, au-
thorities say. In one recent week, 
the city administered only 17,000 
shots daily out of its capacity of 
30,000, provincial health depart-
ment chief Mohammad Reza Qadir 
said.

One reason for that is a hesitan-
cy by some based on religion. In 
the outbreak’s first days, religious 
leaders were reluctant to close 
shrines and holy sites despite 
the risks of virus transmission in 
crowded and inadequately venti-
lated spaces.

Some sites briefly closed but 
they later reopened and remained 
available through repeated, bat-
tering phases of the pandemic. 
Overall across Iran — the Middle 
Eastern country hardest hit by 
the pandemic — there have been 

5.5 million confirmed virus infec-
tions. More than 119,000 people 
have died, putting tremendous 
pressure on cemeteries across the 
country. Officials acknowledge 
the toll is likely far higher.

Qom’s Behesht-e-Masoumeh 
cemetery is the final resting place 
of thousands. Each day, families 
can be seen weeping as they bury 
their loved ones, wrapped in tra-
ditional shrouds. All have dug 
new gravesites in which they typ-
ically bury the dead very deep in 
the ground.

Many hospitals are filled with 
victims, some in medically in-
duced comas, even as authorities 
warn of a possible sixth surge in 
infections striking the country.

It was in Qom, some 125 kilo-
meters (80 miles) southwest of 
Tehran, that the coronavirus first 
took hold in Iran. Authorities 
suggest it was spread by an Ira-
nian businessman who returned 
from China, where the virus first 
appeared in Wuhan province in 
2019. Qom’s Shiite seminaries 
draw Chinese students. The city 
is also is located along a $2.7 bil-
lion high-speed train route that a 
Chinese company is building and 
near a solar power plant Beijing is 
helping construct.

But whatever started the pan-
demic here, the virus still rages.

But whatever started 
the pandemic here, the 

virus still rages.
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W
ith over 2,000 stu-
dents at the Universi-
ty of Connecticut in-
volved, it is fair to say 
that Greek life is an 
institution. The com-

munities connected to it are filled with people 
who will defend it endlessly, but there are an 
equal number of people who continually call 
to dismantle the whole system. One thing is for 
certain: The current structure of Greek letter 
organization is out of control. One possible 
solution is to limit fraternities and sororities 
to only hosting parties on campus. 

While UConn’s official Greek life page in-
cludes a “Statement on Unrecognized Groups,” 
it is vague and lacks information as to why 
organizations are banned. Furthermore, there 
seems to be different tiers in the system of un-
recognized organizations, with unrecognized, 
removed and suspended all seeming to mean 
different things, but they are not really dif-
ferentiated from one another. The vagueness 
of the official website aside, it’s important 
to recognize that many people who are new 
to Greek life will never reach this site at all. 
Instead, they’re going to get their information 
from various sources on campus, including 
their peers. Even though the university may 
revoke recognition, it is possible for off-campus 
organizations to continue operating. Without 
any outside regulation, these are the most dan-
gerous of the bunch. 

While off-campus organizations are an ob-
vious red f lag, legitimate organizations are 
not much better, especially when they hold 
events off UConn premises. Alpha Delta Phi, 
a recognized fraternity on campus, was in the 
news last semester because of a party held 
at an off-campus location on Storrs Road. In 
addition to the fact that this was during the 
height of the pandemic and put hundreds of 
lives at risk, an altercation occurred about 
which the CT Post said “as many as 30 people 
‘jumped’ a person who attended the party.” 
What makes the matter worse is that clearly, 
the university had no power to stop any party 
that happened off campus, as the article states 
this was the second of the sort. ADP isn’t the 
only offender: In 2016, then-recognized frater-
nity Kappa Sigma held an off-campus party 
that was linked to the death of a 19-year old 
student who had attended. 

In conclusion, if the university took a hard 
stance against Greek life party activity happen-
ing off campus, regardless if an organization 
is legitimate or not, overall risk factors would 
be greatly reduced. There shouldn’t be an easy 
loophole for whenever a group wants to do 
something that UConn would frown upon, 
they just go a few blocks away. 

Editorial
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Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.
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Monday, Sept. 27 marked approximately 
one year since India’s Farmers’ Protest be-
gan, causing protests in and around India’s 
capital city of New Delhi. About a year ago, 
the Indian government passed laws that min-
imized the government’s role in farming, thus 
leaving farmers vulnerable to corporate farms 
controlling prices. These laws have devastat-
ed the income of many farmers with smaller 
plots. 

These protests have posed immense oppo-
sition to Prime Minister Narendra Modi of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Given the 
way Modi has treated India — throughout 
the Farmers’ Protests, the COVID-19 pan-
demic and with the passage of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA), to name a few — it is 
high time people worldwide hear what Modi’s 
opposition has to say and take note. Modi’s 
government does not adequately protect the 
basic human rights of all people in India, and 
this is not something people should forget or 
take lightly. 

In terms of the Farmers’ Protests, the Indian 
government maintains the idea that the laws 
will help modernize the nation by, according 
to an article by AP News, “boosting produc-
tion through private investment.” However, 
the government has constantly failed to hear 
the concerns of the citizens actually involved 
in the agricultural industry. During the pro-
tests, the Indian government has restricted 
and arrested journalists and shut down inter-
net access in certain states. The Indian gov-
ernment’s response to the Farmers’ Protest 
clearly violated human rights in this way. 

Apart from the Farmers’ Protests, the Indi-
an government had a dismal response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In May, India’s health 
system was collapsing with overwhelmed 
hospitals and a  shortage of ICU beds, supple-
mental oxygen, antiviral medications and vac-
cines. Instead of taking preventative action, 
Modi as well as other members of the BJP held 
massive rallies in order to win local elections 
and, in April held a large religious pilgrimage 
event where thousands of participants tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Early during the pandemic, Modi enacted 

a lockdown of the country preventing people 
from leaving their homes for about 21 days ex-
cept in extreme circumstances where people 
could obtain a travel pass. The lockdown did 
not allow people acccess to necessities such 
as shops, banks, gas stations and other essen-
tial services. This was unclear when the an-
nouncement was first made. 

Although at first this may have seemed like 
a good idea, Modi only gave the people about 
four hours notice before ordering this lock-
down. This is extremely sudden for a coun-
try with such a large population. In addition, 
considering the substantial homeless pop-
ulation and long commuting distances, this 
announcement was disorganized and did not 
accommodate everyone’s needs. 

Modi’s knee-jerk legislation and announce-
ments are not just a one-time, COVID-19 re-
lated occurrence. Similarly in 2016, Modi 
demonetized the 500 and 1,000 rupee notes. 
Modi’s announcement gave people 50 days to 
exchange their money for new rupee notes to 
be accepted, however this was still not enough 
time. This announcement caused extremely 
long lines at banks as it affected more than a 
billion people. 

This is a pattern for Modi and his govern-
ment — they create laws with no concern for 
the population nor its effects. Rather than lis-
tening to the people and understanding what 
would most benefit the majority, Modi’s laws 
only benefit the elite, if even that. 

Modi’s government has a notorious reputa-
tion of being anti-Islam, seen with the passage 
of the CAA in Dec. 2019, which provided a 
path to citizenship for undocumented Indian 
immigrants based on religion. However, the 
legislation failed to include Muslims, with 
the reasoning that Muslims are welcomed in 
neighboring nations. This reason did not take 
into account the fact that Muslims who follow 
certain sects of Islam, such as Rohingya Mus-
lims and Ahmadiyaa Muslims, do face perse-
cution in nearby nations such as in Myanmar 
and Pakistan. 

 In conjunction with India’s National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) which documents all 
legal citizens of India, the CAA has created 
concerns for current Indian citizens who do 
not have adequate documentation to prove 
citizenship. This could lead to deportation or 
to many current citizens being declared state-
less. 

Modi’s legislation and announcements in all 
these cases emphasize how dangerous he is to 
India as a nation. His actions are classist and 
favor people based on religion. 

People should pay attention to the oppo-
sition he has faced and why so many people 
protest his legislation. In the next election 
in May 2024, allowing Modi to win would be 
dangerous for India and has implications for 
the world. Modi’s actions cannot continue to 
go unpunished with unwavering support. It 
is high time people everywhere pay attention 
to his abuse of power and the dangerous en-
vironment he has created. Modi clearly does 
not care about the population of India, engag-
ing in dangerous actions and violating human 
rights to fulfill his goals. 

The Indian government 
passed laws that 
minimized the 
government’s role in 
farming, thus leaving 
farmers vulnerable 
to corporate farms 
controlling prices.

by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu
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Tony Awards 2021: Broadway’s 
long-awaited family reunion 

by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

The Tony Awards, the fourth 
leg of the EGOT and the fi nal bow 
of the award season, usually airs 
in June at Radio City Music Hall 
in Midtown Manhattan. While the 
television, fi lm and music indus-
tries have been able to create new 
content and recognize its brightest 
stars amidst the global pandemic, 
the bright lights of Broadway have 
been off  for more than a year, leav-
ing its greatest talent in the dark as 
well. 

Now that the lights are back on 
and theaters have begun perfor-
mances in front of live audiences 
(all of which are masked and vac-
cinated), the Tony Awards have re-
turned. To mark such a return, the 
Broadway community came togeth-
er like never before to create what 
I think was one of the best Tony 
Awards I’ve ever seen. The entire 
evening was a joyful, heartwarm-
ing event with all participants thor-
oughly enjoying the fact that they 
were with their friends and col-

leagues again.  
Rather than limiting the perfor-

mances to those of the shortened 
2019-2020 season, the show fea-
tured several reunions of some of 
the best and most memorable stars 
to ever perform on stage in some of 
the most iconic numbers ever writ-
ten for the theater. I mean, come on, 
can you really beat watching Idina 
Menzel and Kristin Chenoweth re-
uniting to sing the “Wicked” classic, 
“For Good?” Or Jennifer Holliday 
delivering her rendition of “And 
I’m Telling You I’m Not Going,” the 
same number she performed at the 
Tonys in 1982 that won her the stat-
ue? Or my personal favorite, Audra 
McDonald and Brian Stokes Mitch-
ell belting out “Wheels of a Dream” 
with the same power as their per-
formances in the original 1998 pro-
duction of “Ragtime?” Each perfor-
mance ended with a hug between 
the reunited costars — showing  
the bond of the theater goes much 
deeper than we realize. 

One of my biggest critiques of the 
evening, however, was the show’s 
migration to the Paramount+ 

streaming platform. The whole 
event was fairly complicated with 
all but three awards given out on 
the streaming service and a two-
hour concert with the fi nal awards 
(Best Musical, Best Play and Best 
Revival of a Play) broadcasted on 
CBS.  

I know awards shows are falling 
in popularity and struggle to keep 
sizeable ratings, but to be frank, 
Broadway is not a cheap hobby. 
Tickets are tremendously expen-
sive and those living outside of the 
greater New York area have few 
opportunities to experience a live 
Broadway show. The Tony Awards, 
usually broadcasted on CBS, tradi-
tionally provide a glimpse into this 
world of theater and the talented 
people who are a part of it. If this 
transition to streaming services is 
permanent, Broadway could be-
come a place only for the elite, in 
direct contrast with the speeches 
pushing for greater inclusion in the 
theater community.  

And now a little bit about the 
awards. Unlike most award shows, 
there were very few sizeable up-

sets or snubs, perhaps because of 
the smaller pool of nominees. In 
most cases, several shows did ex-
actly as expected. “Moulin Rouge!” 
swept the musical competition, 
taking home 10 Tonys. While in an 
ordinary year, this adaptation of 
the jukebox musical movie would 
struggle against an original piece, 
the over-the-top sensory overload 
style of “Moulin Rouge!” is exact-
ly what audiences have missed, so 
it was rightfully awarded in this 
pool of productions. It ran away 
with the male acting category with 
Aaron Tveit, the only nominee for 
Best Leading Actor in a Musical, 
rightfully taking his trophy. Danny 
Burstein was awarded Best Fea-
tured Actor in a Musical, his fi rst 
Tony win after seven nominations. 
Burstein’s acceptance speech was 
particularly touching as he thanked 
the Broadway community for their 
love and support after his wife, 
Broadway veteran Rebecca Luker, 
lost her battle with ALS in Decem-
ber 2020. Even the evening’s host, 
Audra McDonald, needed a minute 
to compose herself after that tear-

jerker. 
Adrienne Warren, who won Best 

Leading Actress in a Musical for her 
role as Tina Turner in “Tina: The 
Tina Turner Musical,” showed why 
she was worthy of the honor in her 
electrifying performance of “Proud 
Mary” in the CBS concert special. 
Lois Smith walked away with Best 
Leading Actress in a Play and who, 
at age 90, became the oldest actor 
to win a Tony for her performance 
in “The Inheritance.” While I am 
not one to follow Broadway plays, 
it was slightly disappointing to see 
“Slave Play” be completely shut 
out of the competition and go home 
empty-handed. However, practi-
cally every award recipient of the 
night, both musical and play, made 
sure to share the award with their 
fellow nominees to acknowledge 
their hard work in an industry we 
all took for granted before the onset 
of COVID-19. 

The 74th Annual Tony Awards 
made a statement that Broadway 
is back, and we cannot be more 
thrilled to see it back in the spot-
light where it belongs. 

At the 74th Tony Awards, Adrienne Warren won Best Leading Actress in a Musical. Her role as Tina Turner in “Tina: The Tina Turner Musical” left viewers everywhere very impressed, 
especially with her “Proud Mary” performance. PHOTO COURTESY OF AP NEWSROOM

Along with the impressive 10 awards that the “Moulin Rouge!” cast took 
home this year, Aaron Tveit also won Best Leading Actor in a Musical. 
After seven nominations, this is the first Tony he’s won. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
AP NEWSROOM

This year, the cast of “Moulin Rouge!” took home 10 awards. This adaptation of the musical has been de-
scribed by audiences as a sensory overload. PHOTO COURTESY OF AP NEWSROOM
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Box Office Breakdown: Box Office Breakdown: 
‘Shang-Chi’ marvels again ‘Shang-Chi’ marvels again 

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
STAFF WRITER 
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

In its fourth week of release, 
the Marvel Studios release 
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings” leads again at the 
domestic box-office. With a gross 
of around $13.3 million, “Shang-
Chi” passes “Black Widow” to 
become the highest grossing film 
of the 2021 domestic box-office. 
It extends its domestic gross to 
just above $196 million, making 
it a lock to pass the $200 million 
mark next weekend. It dropped 
only 39% this weekend, anoth-
er solid hold for the film. When 
it’s all said and done, I expect 
“Shang-Chi” to have a total do-
mestic gross around $245 million. 

Coming in second at the week-
end box-office is the musical ad-
aptation “Dear Evan Hansen.” 
The film grossed a disappointing 
$7.5 million, well below prog-
nosticator expectations. While it 
only carries a reported $28 mil-
lion budget, this gross is quite 
disappointing. With very poor 
critical reception and controver-
sy surrounding the lead actor due 
to a variety of issues, the box-of-
fice hopes of “Dear Evan Hansen” 
appear to be virtually destroyed. 
That being said, the film did nab 
an “A-” CinemaScore, a measure 
in audience response to a film, 
which bodes well for the film’s 
word-of-mouth. Still, I expect 
a drop of around 40-45% next 
week. 

In third place, in its seventh 
weekend in the top three, is “Free 
Guy.” To put this film’s box-office 
run in perspective, it was released 
in the second weekend of August. 
We’re now done with the month 
of September from box-office 
standards and “Free Guy” is still 
high on the charts. With a drop 

of only 19% this weekend, there 
is a non-zero chance that it stays 
in the top five another week, even 
with three new releases. The film 
has now grossed just below $115 
million domestically and with 
its legs, I think $135 million is in 
reach. 

In fourth and fifth place this 
weekend are “Candyman” and 
“Cry Macho,” grossing $2.5 mil-
lion and $2.1 million respective-
ly. For a horror film, the holds 
on “Candyman” have been truly 
extraordinary, with only a week-
end-to-weekend drop of 29%. 
With holds like these, “Candy-
man” now has a great chance to 
clear $60 million domestically. 

“Shang-Chi” has a reign on top 
of the box-office that will come to 
an end next weekend, with three 
new releases coming to theaters. 
The new films are: “Venom: Let 
There Be Carnage,” “The Many 
Saints of Newark” and “The Add-
ams Family 2.” 

A new number one is virtual-
ly guaranteed with the release of 
the new “Venom” film. The 2018 
film made $213 million domes-
tically, on its way to over $850 
worldwide. While we’re certainly 
in a new environment as we were 
back then, it's hard to believe the 
sequel won’t at least make $150 
million here in North America. I 
expect an opening of between $50 
and $60 million, leaning a bit to-
ward the higher end. 

“The Many Saints of Newark” 
is a movie-prequel to the criti-
cally acclaimed series “The So-
pranos.” The only thing that will 
hurt its box-office prospects is its 
free viewing option streaming on 
HBO Max day-and-date of its re-
lease. Ultimately, this has proven 
to be box-office poison for films 
for older audiences with movies 
like “Cry Macho,” “Malignant” 

and “Reminiscence” all strug-
gling to attract theater-going au-
diences. Because of that, I expect 
an opening of between $7 and $12 
million, leaning on the low end. 

The other new release is the an-
imated film “The Addams Family 
2.” Now, the first “Addams Fam-
ily” movie grossed $100 million 

in 2019, but we live in a totally 
different world for family films 
now. “The Addams Family 2” is 
releasing day-and-date on video 
on-demand platforms (including 
iTunes, Google Play and Ama-
zon Prime Video) for rent and 
purchase. This will most certain-
ly deplete some of its box office 

revenue. I expect an opening be-
tween $5 and $13 million, with its 
final gross depending on the suc-
cess of its VOD release. 

Ultimately, this is all conjec-
ture.   

We predict all we want, but the 
truth will not arrive until next 
weekend. See you then. 

The “Dear Evan Hansen” film grossed much less than the prognosticator expected at $7.5 million. However, 
the film still came in second for this weekend’s box office.   PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

Mandarin, played by Tony Leung Chiu-wai, stars alongside Simu Liu in the successful 2021 film “Shang-Chi 
and the Legend of the Ten Rings.” In its fourth week of release, the film is the highest grossing film in the 
domestic box-office this year.   PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

A review of ‘Psychonauts 2’

Double Fine returns to the world of Psychonauts after 16 years of development. Released on Aug. 25th, 2021 for Playstation 4, Xbox and PC via Steam and GamePass, gamers can help 
Raz, the pre-teen camper turned member of the Psychonauts intern program, take on many tasks. PHOTO COURTESY OF TWITTER

by Joshua Devin 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
joshua.devin@uconn.edu 

After 16 years and a troubled, 
lengthy development, Double 
Fine returns to the world of Psy-
chonauts with a full length title, 
continuing the story of 10-year-
old-psychic-boy-wonder Razputin 
Aquato. Shameless in its identity 
as a mid-2000s era action-adven-
ture 3D platformer, the game is a 
confident and polished expres-
sion from the studio that has fa-
mously favored doing something 
new over doing something well. 
Taking place just a couple of days 
after the events of the first game, 
“Psychonauts 2” represents how 
writer Tim Schafer and the Dou-
ble Fine team have grown in the 
past decade and a half. Where the 
first game is a clever representa-
tion of a world driven by the logic 
of children, the sequel applies that 

perspective to a setting dominated 
by adults.  

Raz, the pre-teen camper turned 
member of the Psychonauts in-
tern program, enters a grown-up 
society where he is mired in bu-
reaucracy and politics, tasked to 
take on literal representations of 
anxiety, regret, alcoholism and 
more. The game does not pretend 
that a 10-year-old boy can solve 
these issues single-handedly, but 
rather meditates on the values of 
listening, forgiving and offering 
validation to people in distress. 
If the first “Psychonauts” is about 
surviving the nightmares of your 
childhood peers, the sequel is 
about being an interdimensional 
therapist for adults dealing with 
loss and dwelling on failure. The 
initial premise of a spy-thriller 
conspiracy and the world hang-
ing in the balance gives way to a 
tender narrative about love and 
acceptance.  

There is a habit when discussing 
media that contends with mental 
health issues to use exaggerated 
gravitas to overstate the impor-
tance of the material. The strength 
of “Psychonauts 2” is that it does 
not condescend to the player 
with its tone. It is always positive 
and lighthearted, adamant that 
self-reflection and growth can be 
fun, even if it's equally harrowing. 
The themes at play never feel lost 
in abstract settings like a hospital 
that is also a casino – complete 
with a babymaking roulette wheel 
– or a city populated by oversized 
germs – which is also bowling al-
ley themed. Subjects that are tip-
toed around in everyday life are 
celebrated with bombast and con-
fidence, while maintaining their 
nuance and respect.  

Mechanically, “Psychonauts 2” 
has not grown past its predeces-
sor, but rather, has aged with it. 
Combat takes notes from giants 

like “Doom Eternal” but keeps 
them entombed to Playstation 2 
era constraints, resulting in clum-
sy menu navigation during hectic 
moments. Platforming is more 
“Bubsy 3D” than “Super Mario 
Odyssey” and players hoping to 
explore the level’s hidden crevices 
will have to rely on trial and error 
to deduce which aspects of the ter-
rain are pathable. 

“Psychonauts 2” replaces the 
campers of the first game with 
a group of teens who show up at 
various story beats and populate 
the overworld. While they aren’t 
weak characters, they feel only 
loosely integrated into the plot 
and their arcs are of secondary 
interest.  

Despite these shortcomings, 
“Psychonauts 2” astounds with 
breathtaking setpieces, genuinely 
emotional moments and a care-
fully constructed narrative that is 

engrossing from the first minute 
to the last.  

Long time fans of Tim Scha-
fer's work will find him for the 
first time unconstrained by time 
or budget and finally permitted to 
tell a story of grandiose scope and 
ambition. Everyone and every-
thing is brimming with personal-
ity. The doddering old man living 
in a glass bubble has personality, 
his pet rat has personality, even 
the talking fruit in his head has 
personality.  

“Psychonauts 2” was released 
on Aug. 25th, 2021 for Playstation 
4, XBOX One and XBOX Series 
consoles, and PC via Steam and 
GamePass. While it does not sur-
pass its predecessor, it does live 
up to its legacy and is one of the 
most interesting titles of the year 
so far. 

Recommended. 
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This Week In History: 
Sept.27-Oct.3 

by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

Hola, mis amigos, and wel-
come back to another exciting 
deep dive into the wonderful 
world of history. In honor of 
Latinx Heritage Month, This 
Week in History will take a look 
at three events that significantly 
impacted the development of the 
Latinx community in the United 
States. Before we begin, let’s talk 
a little bit about how Latinx Her-
itage Month came to be. 

The U.S. formally observes 
the 30 days between Sept. 15 
and Oct. 15 as National His-
panic Heritage Month. 
This idea was first 
enacted by Pres-
ident Lyndon 

B. Johnson in 1968, lasting one 
week long. The week of Sept. 15 
was chosen to observe the an-
niversary of the day in which 
five Latin American countries 
(Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras and Nicaragua) 
declared independence from 
Spain. Mexico, Chile and Belize 
also celebrate their indepen-
dence this week, though their in-
dependence was won in different 
years. The week was expanded to 
a month in 1988 under President 
Ronald Reagan to include Co-

lumbus Day on Oct. 12. Though 
the explorer’s fateful expedi-
tion is marred with controver-
sy in the U.S., it is celebrated as 
“Dia de La Raza,” or “Day of the 
Race,” in several Latin American 
countries who chose to celebrate 
the cultural blending of Indige-
nous and European ways of life. 

Throughout the country, Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Month 
goes by different names, with 
some choosing to observe Lati-
no Heritage Month to include 
n o n - S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g L a t i n 
Americans such as Brazilians, 

with the UConn community 
included, observing Lat-

inx Heritage Month 
to include Latin 

Americans of 
all gender 

identities. 
At the 

end of 
t h e 

day, 
n o 

m a t -
ter what 

you call it, 
it is import-

ant to celebrate 
and acknowledge 

the tremendous impact 
Latin Americans of all back-

grounds  have had on the U.S. 
and its culture. So let’s dive in! 

On Sept. 30, 1822, 199 years 

ago, Joseph Marion Hernández 
was elected the first Hispanic 
member of Congress. 

While many people regard the 
immigration of Hispanics and 
Latinos to the U.S. as a fairly re-
cent phenomenon, it should be 
noted that English settlers were 
not the only Europeans to claim 
land in the modern borders of 
the continental U.S. In fact, St. 
Augustine, a Spanish settlement, 
was the first European-founded 
city in the U.S., established 42 
years before Jamestown, Virgin-
ia.  

Hernández’s ancestors moved 
from Spain to the fledgling city 
of St. Augustine and accumu-
lated enough wealth to become 
prominent property owners of 
Floridian society. During the 
1810s, the American government 
led a series of military occupa-
tions throughout Florida, now 
known as the First Seminole 
War. The Spanish eventually 
ceded the territory of the Sun-
shine State to the Americans in 
1819 and Hernández fared very 
well. Swearing allegiance to both 
sides, Hernández was awarded 
large treks of land by the Span-
ish government and was allowed 
by the U.S. government to keep 
them after he changed his name 
from José Mariano to Joseph 
Marion. 

He represented the Flori-
da Territory in Congress for 
a brief period of time, later re-
tiring to Cuba where he would 
spend the rest of his life. Though 
Hernández’s political tenure is 
not marked by any particular 
achievements or innovations, by 
reaching such a rank, Hernández 
paved the way for future His-
panic and Latino politicians and 
leaders that are commonplace in 
U.S. government today. 

On Sept. 28, 1965, 56 years ago, 
Fidel Castro announced that any 
Cubans wishing to leave the is-
land were free to do so. 

At the time of the Cuban Revo-
lution, the Castro regime halted 
emigration from Cuba despite 
the fact that a sizable percentage 
of the Cuban population did not 
want to live under the commu-
nist government. After the revo-
lution, the Cuban economy went 

into a tailspin due in large part 
to the American trade embargo 
on the island. Poverty and polit-
ical dissent plagued the Castro 
government, pushing Castro to 
allow Cubans to leave. 

The next decade saw thou-
sands of Cubans flee the island 
on “Freedom Flights” which flew 
migrants from Cuba to the U.S., 
particularly from Havana to Mi-
ami, Florida. Miami developed 
a burgeoning Cuban communi-
ty called Little Havana. Today, 
approximately 1.8 million Cu-
ban-Americans live in the U.S. 
with almost all of them tracing 
their roots to this very decision. 

56 years ago, on Oct. 3, 1965, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act of 1965, commonly 
known as the Hart-Celler Act, 
into law. 

While the U.S. paints itself a 
nation of immigrants, the U.S. 
government has rarely adopt-
ed a pro-immigration platform, 
and in no era was this more clear 
than in the 1920s. Almost all the 
politicians saw the millions of 
immigrants coming from Italy, 
Hungary, Poland and the Rus-
sian Empire as a threat to the 
“American culture.” In 1924, the 
U.S. government adopted a quo-
ta system that severely restricted 
immigration from Southern and 
Eastern European and encour-
aged immigration from the U.K. 
and the rest of Northwestern 
Europe. It would not be until the 
progressive reforms of the Civil 
Rights Era that these xenopho-
bic quotas would be removed. 

However, when Johnson 
signed the bill at the foot of the 
Statue of Liberty, the immigra-
tion from Europe that many ex-
pected to occur instead came 
from Latin America and Asia. 
Since 1965, an average of 500,000 
immigrants enter the U.S. an-
nually, with Latino immigrants 
making up approximately half of 
this number. 

While these moments were 
small at the time of their enact-
ment, the long term effects of 
these events can be seen in the 
development of the Latino com-
munity in the U.S. and the great-
er American culture. 

In 1965, Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Immigration and Nationality Act at the foot of the Statue of Liberty. After signing the bill, more migrants came from Latin America and Asia than 
from Europe. This has had long term effects on the development of the Latino community in the United States.       ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/DAILY CAMPUS

Joseph 
Marion 
Hernández 
was elected 
the first His-
panic member 
of Congress in 
1822. He helped to 
pave the way for fu-
ture Hispanic and Latino 
politicians and leaders in the 
U.S.      PHOTO COURTESY OF FLIKR
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Crossword

DYK?

The resident egret at Mirror Lake snags a fish for its breakfast meal. PHOTO BY CAMPBELL KARANIAN, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Vanilla flavoring is some-
times made with the urine 
of beavers.
THE UNIQUE SMELL OF RAIN 
ACTUALLY COMES FROM 
PLANT OILS, BACTERIA AND 
OZONE.

FACTS COURTESY THE FACTSITE.COM

SudokuLos Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 28, 2021

ACROSS
1 Hissed “Over 

here, behind the 
sofa!”

5 Notable Titanic 
casualty

10 Stir up
14 Latin “others”
15 Actress __ Neal 

of “Law & Order: 
SVU”

16 Give off
17 Unrefined sort
18 Trooper 

automaker
19 “Ooh, fun!”
20 Typically 

tricolored ice 
cream dessert

22 Really tough, as 
tasks

24 Either Bush, e.g.
25 Exhausts
26 Made to order
29 Do penance
32 FreeCell or 

Snapchat
35 Sewn line
36 Multilevel, as 

wedding cakes
37 Auditioner’s hope
39 Barcelona buddy
41 Rig on the road
42 Sounds from 

sties
44 Gaming novice, 

slangily
46 Bambi’s mother
47 Witty Wilde
48 Bad to the core
50 Crowns for some 

queens
52 Andes or  

Rockies
56 With 58-Across, 

salad fixings ... 
and what you’ll 
find aptly hidden 
in puzzle rows 4, 
6 and 10

58 See 56-Across
60 For all of us
61 __ curls: arm 

exercises
63 Observes
64 Unmitigated joy
65 Together
66 Teen woe
67 Bathtub bubbles
68 __ Island 

Rams: Atlantic 
10 conference 
baseball team

69 Chai and rooibos

DOWN
1 Part of PBR
2 Slippery __:  

risky course of 
action

3 Iowa’s __ City
4 Airport surface
5 Favorable score 

for a server
6 Maria’s ayes
7 Letter after 

sigma
8 Like many 2020 

meetings
9 Meet up in 25 

years, maybe
10 Second drafts, 

say
11 “This is very 

flattering!”
12 Stead
13 Nice summers
21 Burden
23 “Ozark” actor 

Morales
25 Pizza Hut 

competitor
27 Red and Black
28 Scot’s cap
30 Memorable 

captain’s name 
that’s a sign 
backwards

31 Actress Falco
32 Lhasa __

33 Thumbs-down 
reviews

34 Monitored, as an 
exam

36 Little honk
38 Walks  

aimlessly
40 Understood
43 Tough-to-get-out-

of situation
45 Glacier chunk
48 Peppery root
49 Bugs

51 Concrete-
reinforcing rod

53 Dorothy, to Em
54 Thelma portrayer 

Davis
55 Mississippi 

quartet
56 Wheel teeth
57 “Castle Rock” 

airer
58 Sell
59 Duel tool
62 Pigeon sound

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

 By Catherine Cetta 9/28/21
Monday’s Puzzle Solved

9/28/21

Solution to Monday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

9/28/21

THE MARSHALL MATHERS 
FOUNDATION FOR AT-RISK 
AND DISADVANTAGED YOUTH 
WAS FOUNDED BY EMINEM.

The oldest unopened bot-
tle of wine was found in a 
Roman tomb that is over 
1,650 years old.
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Troubled Tigers: Clemson sliding from ACC, national picture
CLEMSON, S.C. (AP) — The 

early warning signs at Clemson 
have turned into a desperate call 
for help for the 25th-ranked Ti-
gers.

The team which opened at No. 
3 in the preseason has lost twice 
in September for the first time 
since 2014 — all but ending its 
bid for a seventh straight berth 
in the College Football Playoffs.

The Tigers (2-2, 1-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) were also 
runaway favorites for a sev-
enth consecutive league title. 
Instead, they’re no longer the 
team-to-beat in the Atlantic Di-
vision race after a 27-21 double 
overtime loss at North Carolina 
State this past Saturday.

“All the goals are still on the 
table,” Clemson offensive coor-
dinator Tony Elliott said Mon-
day. “But, obviously, we need a 
little help.”

The Tigers play Boston Col-
lege (4-0), which begins ACC 
play at Clemson on Saturday 
night. The Eagles are coming off 
a 41-34 overtime victory against 
Missouri of the Southeastern 
Conference.

Tight end Davis Allen believes 
Clemson can bounce back quick-
ly, no matter the hole they’ve 
dug for themselves.

“No one is used to having two 
losses, but we can’t worry about 
playoffs right now,” Allen said. 
“As long as we put our head 
down and continue to work, we 
look up and we’re 10-2. Who 
knows what can happen?”

That seems a stretch at the 
moment, given Clemson’s strug-
gles on offense and mounting 
list of injuries to key players on 
both sides of the ball.

The Tigers are last in total of-
fense and 13th out of 14 teams in 
scoring in the ACC, categories 
they dominated the previous 
three years. Clemson led the 
league in points scored, aver-

aging 43 or better a game from 
2018-2020.

Clemson was first in yardage 
in 2018 and 2019, and second to 
North Carolina last year, all with 
more than 500 yards a game.

The Tigers entered this year 
without several pivotal play-
ers from those league-leading 
teams, including first-round 

NFL draft picks quarterback 
Trevor Lawrence and tailback 
Travis Etienne, and receiv-
ers Amari Rodgers and Cor-
nell Powell, who combined for 
130 catches, 1,902 yards and 14 
touchdowns last season.

Clemson has averaged 226 
yards and 12.6 points in its three 
games against FBS teams.

The Tigers latest loss also cost 
them two starters: defensive 
tackle Bryan Bresee and tail-
back Will Shipley. Bresee, last 
year’s ACC defensive rookie fo 
the year, will miss the rest of the 
season with a torn ACL. Ship-
ley is a freshman who’s risen to 
starting running back and will 
miss about a month with a leg 

injury.
Shipley’s absence adds to an 

already depleted tailback group 
after Lyn-J Dixon chose to trans-
fer earlier this month after fall-
ing to third string on the depth 
chart. Dixon was Etienne’s pri-
mary backup the previous three 
years and had gained 1,420 
yards in his Clemson career.

Pace will likely get the bulk 
of the work against Boston Col-
lege. Elliott was asked if any-
one reached out to Dixon about 
changing his mind and return-
ing to the Tigers.

“Not to my knowledge,” he 
said.

Whoever plays against BC will 
face a team still angry about its 
showing here in 2020 as it took 
an 18-point lead into the second 
half before falling to Clemson 
34-28. That comeback was en-
gineered by Tigers quarterback 
D.J. Uiagalelei filling in with 
Lawrence out due to COVID-19.

Uiagalelei hasn’t been the 
same poised leader he was in 
his two starts a season ago. The 
20-year-old sophomore, though, 
remains confident in his play. 
Yes, he’s made mistakes, but 
said he’s working hard to fix the 
problems.

“We haven’t found it yet,” 
Uiagalelei said of offensive 
rhythm. “But we’ve got to keep 
digging.”

Elliott hears the criticism and 
believes his players have the 
character to work through their 
issues. He sees a group out of 
synch early on with one or two 
players making key mistakes 
at the wrong times that have 
held the Tigers back from how 
they’ve played the previous few 
years.

“I don’t think we’re at the 
point where it is what it is yet,” 
Elliott said. “But we’ve just got 
to continue to get the right piec-
es in place.”

Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney, right, speaks with officials during the second half of an NCAA college 
football game against North Carolina State in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021. PHOTO BY KARL B. DEBLAKER/AP

Ex-USC soccer coach tells of 
faking athletic credentials

K-State at crossroads 
after troubling loss to 
Oklahoma StateBOSTON (AP) — A former as-

sistant women’s soccer coach at the 
University of Southern California 
testified Monday during the first 
trial in the nationwide college ad-
missions bribery scandal that she 
regularly created fake athletic pro-
files with exaggerated accomplish-
ments coupled with images she 
found on Google to help get unqual-
ified students admitted.

Laura Janke, 39, of North Hol-
lywood, California, took the stand 
in U.S. District Court in Boston in 
the trial of former casino executive 
Gamal Abdelaziz and former Sta-
ples and Gap Inc. executive John 
Wilson, The Boston Globe reported.

They are among dozens of rich 
and famous parents charged in 
the Operation Varsity Blues case, 
which involved large payments to 
get undeserving children into elite 
U.S. universities with rigged test 
scores or phony athletic accom-
plishments.

When it came time to put together 
an applicant’s profile, Janke said she 
generally didn’t even know whether 
the student played a sport.

Janke, who worked at USC from 
2007 to 2014, testified that she fal-
sified the athletic profile of Ab-
delaziz’s daughter, falsley making 
it look like she was a basketball 
recruit from a Hong Kong school. 
Abdelaziz is charged with paying 
$300,000 to get his daughter into 
USC as a basketball player even 
though she couldn’t even make her 
high school varsity team.

“I had to make it believable enough 
without raising any red flags,” Janke 
said.

Wilson, who heads a Massachu-
setts private equity firm, is charged 
with paying $220,000 to have his 
son designated as a USC water polo 
recruit and an additional $1 million 
to buy his twin daughters’ ways into 
Harvard and Stanford.

Their defense attorneys argued in 
court documents that their clients 
had no knowledge of any false infor-
mation submitted about their chil-
dren, and they thought they were 
making legitimate contributions to 
the universities.

Janke said she coordinated with 
college admissions consultant Wil-

liam “Rick” Singer, the man prose-
cutors say masterminded the entire 
operation.

And even though Janke put togeth-
er the fake profiles, she never met or 
communicated with any parents, she 
said.

Janke was charged with conspira-
cy to commit racketeering, but in May 
2019 she pleaded guilty in exchange 
for her testimony and a lenient sen-
tence. No sentencing date has been 
scheduled.

Janke said in court she wanted to 
set an example for her own daughters.

“I need to show them that you need 
to take responsibility even when 
you’ve really messed up, and that’s 
what I’ve done,” Janke said.

Singer has also pleaded guilty in 
exchange for his cooperation with in-
vestigators.

Among the parents who have al-
ready pleaded guilty and served their 
sentences are actors Felicity Huffman 
and Lori Loughlin — and her hus-
band, fashion designer Mossimo Gi-
annulli.

Three other parents are scheduled 
to go to trial in January.

The University Village area of the University of Southern California, in Los Angeles on March 12, 2019. A 
former assistant women’s soccer coach at the University of Southern California testified Monday, Sept. 27, 
2021 during the first trial in the nationwide college admissions bribery scandal that she regularly created 
fake athletic profiles with exaggerated accomplishments to help get unqualified students admitted to the 
school. PHOTO BY REED SAXON/AP

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
One thing Kansas State coach 
Chris Klieman never expected to 
have this season was a quarter-
back controversy.

He had sixth-year senior Sky-
lar Thompson returning from a 
season-ending shoulder injury, 
ready to regain the reins of an of-
fense that was humming before 
he was hurt. And backing him up 
was Will Howard, a sophomore 
who gained a ton of experience af-
ter Thompson was hurt last sea-
son.

Well, four games into the season 
and the Wildcats (3-1, 0-1 Big 12) 
are at a quarterback crossroads.

Thompson was hurt on an in-
nocuous play against Southern 
Illinois a couple of weeks ago 
and his return is still to be deter-
mined, though there is a chance 
he could play at home Saturday 
against No. 6 Oklahoma (4-0, 1-0).

“He can throw it, but we’ve got 
to make sure he can run it before 
he can play and I don’t know if 
that’s two weeks, the open week, 
three weeks,” Klieman said over 
the weekend. “We’ll keep pro-
gressing him.”

Meanwhile, Howard had strug-

gled so mightily in his place that 
his starting job was on shaky 
footing, then he got banged up in 
the first half at Oklahoma State 
and took a seat. His final line: 4 of 
12 for 50 yards with three carries 
for 28 yards in the 31-20 loss.

That meant the most work yet 
for third-stringer Jaren Lewis, 
who showed some positive flash-
es in going 10 of 19 for 148 yards 
with a touchdown and an inter-
ception. He seemed to have more 
poise and confidence than How-
ard, and his ability to throw the 
ball downfield was a refreshing 
change from what Kansas State 
had shown the past couple weeks.

“Did some good things,” Klie-
man acknowledged. “Had the 
pick that he probably should’ve 
thrown away because we had a 
chance to get a field goal or at 
least points there. We weren’t get-
ting a bunch of guys wide open, 
so there were some tight windows 
and they were rushing the passer 
well. He did some good things. A 
great learning experience.”

So now the Wildcats could have 
three experienced quarterbacks 
available when the Sooners visit. 
Or they could have two or one.

Oklahoma State safety Kolby Harvell-Peel (31) wraps up Kansas State 
wide receiver Malik Knowles (4) during the first half of an NCAA college 
football game Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021, in Stillwater, OK. PHOTO BY BRODY 
SCHMIDT/AP
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UConn Huskies women’s volleyball takes the first three sets against St. John’s for the win at Gampel Pavilion on Sept. 25.  UConn had 17 blocks to St. John’s 5, which helped the Hus-
kies win the game. PHOTO BY CHRIS JOHN, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Finding new ways to lose, Cornhuskers keep ‘Nebraska-ing’
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The 

way Nebraska frittered away 
what would have been a break-
through victory for Scott Frost 
just might inspire a new term to 
replace an old one in college foot-
ball parlance.

Let’s call it “Nebraska-ing.”
A decade ago, the word was 

“Clemsoning,” defined as a team 
failing in spectacular fashion at 
the most inopportune time. For-
tunately for Clemson, “Clemson-
ing” was mostly forgotten once 
the Tigers started playing for 
and winning national champion-
ships.

The Cornhuskers appear to be 
a ways from shaking their knack 
for “Nebraska-ing,” especially 
after a 23-20 overtime loss at No. 
20 Michigan State that ranks 
as the most crushing in Frost’s 
four seasons.

Nebraska gave up no first 
downs and 14 total yards in the 
third and fourth quarters Satur-
day night, so there was reason to 
believe the Huskers would not 
blow a late 20-13 lead.

But just as they did in their open-
er at Illinois and again at Oklaho-
ma, they began “Nebraska-ing” 
when Michigan State forced a punt 
with under four minutes left.

Daniel Cerni was instructed to 
send his punt to the right, but in-
stead booted it left. As most of the 
Huskers’ coverage headed right, 
as it was supposed to, the re-
turn man on the left side, Jayden 
Reed, fielded the punt and raced 
62 yards to the end zone nearly 
untouched.

On Nebraska’s first play in 
overtime, Adrian Martinez 
didn’t see two open receivers 
near the end zone for what could 
have been an easy touchdown 
pass. Two plays later, when Mar-
tinez tried to hit Samori Toure 
on a slant pattern, the Spartans’ 
Chester Kimbrough stepped in 
for an interception that set up 
the winning field goal.

And like that, Nebraska’s first 
road win against a ranked op-
ponent since 2011 turned into 
another loss. How’s that for Ne-
braska-ing?

The Huskers (2-3, 0-2 Big Ten) 
have lost 15 of 20 games decid-
ed by eight points or less under 
Frost, and that includes all three 
losses this season.

“This hasn’t been easy for this 
team, hasn’t been easy for me,” 
said Frost, who is 14-23 in four 
seasons. “From where we started 
to where we are right now, we’re 
a way better team. We’ve got 
to get the pilot light lit and and 
get over the hump in a couple of 
these games and get on a roll, and 
that just hasn’t happened.

“It hasn’t happened because 
right when we need things to hap-

pen, people let us down. And I’ve 
got to do a better job.”

Nebraska has shown a stun-
ning inability to get out of its own 
way under Frost, never more than 
it did against Michigan State.

The offensive line had four 
false starts in the first half and 
has 15 penalties in five games.

“I can’t go out there and 
stay set for them,” Frost said. 
“These guys have got to do it. 
But they’ve got to get sick of 
this stuff. I’m sick of it. They’re 
sick of it. We’ve got to be able 
to count on guys when we need 
them to do their job.”

The line also has been unable 
to consistently create lanes for 
the running backs and protect 
Martinez. The Spartans sacked 
him seven times.

Special teams have been worse 
yet. The problems started with 
Cam Taylor-Britt taking a safe-
ty against Illinois for unwisely 
catching a punt near his goal line 
and then inexplicably throw-
ing the ball out of the end zone. 
At then-No. 3 Oklahoma, a 23-
16 loss, the Huskers might have 
pulled the upset of the season 
to date had it not been for two 
missed field goals and a blocked 
extra point that OU ran back for 
two points.

At Michigan State, in addition 
to allowing the punt return for 
a touchdown, William Przyst-

up shanked a 7-yard punt, the 
Huskers allowed returns of 41 
yards on a kickoff and 28 yards 
on a punt that led to field goals, 
and Nebraska return men cost 
the team field position by letting 
punts roll out instead of fielding 

Nebraska coach Scott Frost, center, watches from the sideline against Michigan State during overtime of an NCAA college football game, Satur-
day, Sept. 25, 2021, in East Lansing, Mich. PHOTO BY AL GOLDIS/AP

them.
There are encouraging signs, 

though.
The defense has mostly played 

well enough to win, allowing 17.2 
points and 328 yards per game.

Martinez, the fourth-year 

starter, has been playing some 
of his best football since he was 
a freshman. His passer rating of 
156.40 and 9.5 yards per attempt 
are career bests, but he has had 
ill-timed interceptions each of 
the last two.

Nebraska quarterback Adrian Martinez, right, looks to throw as Michigan State’s Michael Dowell, left, de-
fends during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021, in East Lansing, 
Mich. PHOTO BY AL GOLDIS/AP
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UConn track and cross country’s recruiting class hailed as best in program history
by Demi Alexander-Nicholas 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
nicholas.r.martin@uconn.edu 

Following a highly anticipated 
return to the Big East Conference, 
the University of Connecticut’s 
track and field and cross country 
program is boasting its best re-
cruiting class in the history of the 
program. Despite setbacks from 
the men’s cross country program 
being cut last year, a confident 
coach Lindsay Crevoiserat main-
tains high hopes for the teams this 
year. 

“I think we just have numbers 
this year, and everyone that is com-
ing in is important,” she said. In 
her third year with the program as 
head XC coach, Crevoiserat’s vision 
for the women’s team is to match 
the past performances of their male 
counterparts. “The goal is to get 
the women right up there with the 
men,” she told The Daily Campus.  

The women’s track and field team 
finished second at last year’s Big East 
Championships, while the men went 
back to winning ways, taking their 
maiden (and last) title upon return-
ing to the conference, their first since 
2012.  

“The Big East is one of the more 
competitive conferences for the dis-
tance, so [the women] finishing sec-
ond is a pretty big deal, especially 
our first year back,” said Crevoiserat.  

With the new XC season well un-
derway, UConn sits among the top 
rankings nationally, a first since 
2012 after a few seasons unranked.  

“We are a team that’s ranked 
high in the country, so that’s a big 
step considering where we’re com-
ing from, and to finish second in 
the conference last year behind a 
team that’s ranked inside the top 
20 nationally is a major step in the 
right direction,” said Crevoiserat.  

UConn’s cross country team is 
ranked just outside the national 
Top 20, at No. 22. 

As the 2021 regional champion-

ship nears, this year’s recruiting 
class has already demonstrated in-
tent to peak. 

“The cross country team has may-
be three-to-four recruits among the 
program’s top five,” Crevoiserat said. 
Placing No. 4 out of 22 teams at the 
Coast to Coast Battle of Beantown, 
freshman Chloe Thomas was the top 
finisher for UConn, finishing 10th 
overall in the women’s 5K. 

“This year my goal is to contrib-

The PSG Report: Paris prepares for a monumental 
UEFA Champions League clash against reigning 
English champions Manchester City 
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

PSG’s Neymar stands on the pitch disappointed after losing the Champions League final soccer match 
between Paris Saint-Germain and Bayern Munich at the Luz stadium in Lisbon, Portugal, Sunday, Aug. 23, 
2020. PHOTO BY DAVID RAMOS/AP 

Paris Saint-Germain gets set to wel-
come last year’s Champions League 
runner-up Manchester City to the Parc 
des Princes on Tuesday, Sept. 28 at 3 
p.m.  

This will be the second group stage 
match for both clubs in Group A, a 
group which also includes Belgian 
side Club Brugge and German side 
RB Leipzig. PSG failed to beat Brugge 
in its first Champions League match 
of the 2021-2022 campaign, having 
to settle for a 1-1 draw in what was 
one of the shocks of the opening two 
matchdays. On the other hand, City 
thrashed Leipzig 6-3,  sending a re-
sounding message not only to those 
in Group A, but all other clubs partici-
pating in Europe’s premier footballing 
tournament.  

Both PSG and City have had great 
starts to their respective domestic cam-
paigns as well. “Le Parisians” have 
won all eight of their opening match-
es in Ligue 1 and are nine points clear 
at the top. In the six games City has 
played this season, they’ve won four, 
drawn one and lost one. The Citizens 
currently sit in second place in the En-
glish Premier League table, one point 
behind Liverpool FC.  

Not only have Paris and City had an 
almost identical start to the new sea-
son, but they’ve also had a fairly sim-
ilar track record in injuries sustained 
by key players over the past couple of 
weeks. City’s starting center back duo 
of Aymeric Laporte and John Stones 
sustained muscle injuries on interna-
tional duty, with Nathan Ake having 
to fill in alongside Ruben Dias in the 
starting lineup.  

Furthermore, midfielder Rodrigo 
Cascantae has been dealing with a 
muscular issue and fellow midfielder 
Ilkay Gundogan has also been treating 
an injury. Finally, Oleksandr Zinchen-
ko suffered a calf injury in domestic 
competition.  

Of these five players, only Laporte, 
Stones and Rodrigo will be able to 

make the trip to Paris. Zinchenko and 
Gundogan have yet to fully recover 
from their injuries and will not be able 
to participate on Tuesday.  

Shifting gears to Paris, winger Lionel 
Messi sustained a bone bruise in the 
Parisians’ match against Olympique 
Lyonnais on Sunday, Sept. 19 which 
kept him out of the team’s following 
two league matches against FC Metz 
and Montpellier Herault SC, respec-
tively. According to Saber Desfarges 
— a reporter for the French program 
“Telefoot” — Messi is now 100% fit to 
play against City on Tuesday.  

Another key Parisian player, mid-
fielder Marco Verratti, sustained an 
injury to his knee on Sept. 7 which 
has left him out of the past five PSG 
matches. However, Desfarges was able 
to confirm that Verratti has recovered 
from the injury and will be in the group 
to take on City on Tuesday.  

In the pre-match press conference, 
Paris manager Mauricio Pochettino 
commented on Verratti’s availability. 

“Marco Verratti can be part of the 
squad. He has trained well in the last 
few days,” he said. 

While Paris has only dealt with two 
injuries in comparison to City’s five, the 
impact both Messi and Verratti have on 
the pitch means their absences would 
be the most costly by far. This is mainly 
due to Verratti, a crucial player for the 
PSG midfield who provides stability to 
an area that rarely thrives without him. 
Paris’ recent matches have shown this 
as recent opponents have dominated 
the midfield without the Italian inter-
national.  

Messi is one of the greatest players 
in the world and the impact he has on 
the pitch goes without saying. He cre-
ates a large amount of space for his fel-
low attackers Neymar Jr. and Kylian 
Mbappe, as the defense will mainly be 
focused on the Argentine international. 
Furthermore, he creates a multitude of 
opportunities for his teammates in the 
opposition’s final third, something he’s 
shown throughout his career. Most im-
portantly, he can create something out of 
nothing, which will be useful against an 

organized City squad that makes it diffi-
cult for opponents to thrive in the attack.  

While the return of Verratti and 
Messi will definitely help strengthen 
certain areas of the squad, one thing 
they will not be able to control is the 
team’s finishing ability, or lack thereof. 
PSG has been continuously plagued by 
their inability to finish their chances in 
attack. This has occurred on multiple 
occasions this season, and is some-
thing that has unnecessarily kept op-
ponents in the match.  

Midfielder Ander Herrera expand-
ed on the need to take advantage of 
their opportunities if they wished to 
get a positive result against City. “We 
must be more efficient and mark the 
occasions. We must be more ‘killer,’” 
he said. 

Herrera also stated that, while PSG 
does have great players, they cannot 

rely on them to go and win the match 
by themselves. 

“We have great players who can make 
the difference but we need a strong block 
behind. We need everyone,” he said. 

Pochettino kept it simple as it relates 
to his overall thoughts on the upcoming 
clash. 

“It’s a football match. Anything can 
happen. We will have to apply our 
ideas while limiting their qualities,” he 
said. 

“Canal Supporters,” a French sports 
media outlet which covers all things 
related to PSG, predicts the starting 
lineup for the Parisians will be as 
follows: Gianluigi Donnarumma in 
goal, a backline that consists of Nuno 
Mendes, Presnel Kimpembe, Mar-
quinhos and Achraf Hakimi. In the 
middle of the park, Verratti would line 
up alongside Idrissa Gana Gueye and 

Herrera. Finally, the front three would 
consist of Neymar, Mbappe and Messi.  

Harry Latham-Coyle of Yahoo 
Sports UK predicts City will line up 
with Ederson in goal, and a backline 
that consists of Kyle Walker, John 
Stones, Ruben Dias and Joao Cancelo. 
Fernandinho, Kevin De Bruyne and 
Bernardo Silva would make up the 
midfield, while Riyad Mahrez, Ferran 
Torres and Jack Grealish would be the 
forward partnership.  

While this isn’t a must win game per 
se, failing to get a result at home would 
truly ramp the pressure up on a Pari-
sian squad that has already dropped 
points against an inferior opponent in 
Brugge. Paris must make a statement 
on Tuesday to prove to those in their 
group and to the rest of Europe that 
they are still the favorites to win this 
year’s Champions League.  

ute to the team as much as I can, I’d 
love to score at the Big East Cham-
pionship and also qualify for na-
tionals,” said Thomas. 

On the flip side, UConn track 
and field is also in pole position to 
back up last year’s performance at 
the Big East Championships. Un-
der the supervision of assistant 
coach Patrick Peterson, this year’s 
incoming recruits are poised to 
give the women’s team a boost to 

UConn Men’s track and field team member Jordan Torney competes at the 2021 NCAA Championship at Hayward Field at the University of Ore-
gon on June 8, 2021. PHOTO BY RICK MORGAN/UCONNHUSKIES.COM

take the top spot at the Big East 
Championships in 2022. “I’m real-
ly excited to be part of the program 
here, and I’ve already identified the 
[goals] and the ways to get there to 
push my team to the top,” said Em-
ily Lavarnway, a multi-event grad 
transfer.  

After undergoing a coaching 
transition two years ago, the new 
goal in the eyes of Peterson is to be 
in the top two regionally. 

“We have a long way to go before 
our season kicks off, but for now 
we’re getting background work 
done and hoping to remain fit and 
healthy around the time the sea-
son begins,” he said. This year’s 
recruiting class is looking to help 
improve upon a record breaking 
showing by the women’s team and 
eventual runner up finish at the 
Big East Championships this past 
season.
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@uconnpd_offi  certildy
My reaction to @shan_b__ telling me about 
the @activemindsuconn suicide awareness 
walk tomorrow night!
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Mercury News
@mercnews
Warriors GM Bob Myers expects 
Andrew Wiggins to be vaccinated for 
season

Ian Rapoport
@RapSheet
Trade! The #Panthers are closing in on a trade 
for CB CJ Henderson, sources say. The de-
tails: CAR TE Dan Arnold and a third-round 
pick Henderson and a fifth-rounder.

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Men’s football
 Saturday

22 24

Women’s Field Hockey; Friday, 6 p.m.
George J. Sherman Family-Sports Complex

vs.

Men’s Hockey; Saturday, 4:05 p.m.
Mark Edward Freitas Ice Forum

vs.

Men’s Hockey; Saturday, 4:05 p.m.

UPCOMING GAMES

Stratton’s Take: Going inside the minds of UConn 
football fans: Why do they leave when they do?
by Stratton Stave 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

Fans hold up huskies and cheer on the UConn football team during the UConn v.s. Perdue game on Sept. 12, 2021. 
Soon after, students left the stadium because  PHOTO BY  JULIE SPILLANE, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn women’s hockey opens season with 2 wins
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR 
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

This weekend, the U n i -
versity of Connecti-
cut women’s hockey 
team started off their 
2021-2022 season with 
two wins over Long Island 
University. 

UConn scored in every peri-
od of the first game, allowing 
LIU to get just one goal in the 
third en route to a 3-1 vic-
tory anchored by a strong 
play from graduate stu-
dent Morgan Wabick who 
had two assists. “I thought 
we played well, I thought 
we did a lot of good things,” 
remarked head coach Chris 
Mackenzie after the game.  

UConn came out swinging in 
the first period when Kate Klas-
sen scored her first goal of the 
season just 13 minutes into the 
game, a lead which was ex-
tended in the second peri-
od by graduate student 
Summer-Rae Dobson, 
both with assists 
from Wabick. 

That lead 
would’ve won 
them the game 
on its own de-
spite a goal scored by LIU early 
in the third, which brought the 
game back to a one-point affair. 
The Huskies would cap out their 
performance later on in the peri-
od with a third goal from junior 

Amy Landry.
Goalie Samantha Carpenti-

er-Yelle played the entire game, 
a l l o w i n g just one 
g o a l w h i l e 
making 
f i v e 

Every time a game goes long, 
stretching into extra minutes 
and innings, people ask the 
questions: What fans stay? Why 
do they stay? Is it to cheer on 
their team, out of a sense of ob-
ligation or the hopes of seeing a 
miraculous moment?  

People rarely ask about the 
opposite, about the reason some 
fans choose to leave games ear-
ly, be it in the first quarter or the 
last five minutes, or when the 
student section clears halfway 
through what becomes an 0-49 
blowout. Perhaps more curi-
ous though are the people who 
leave early no matter the score, 
in a game where their team is 
performing at or above expecta-
tions.  

The University of Connecticut 
student section was not exact-
ly full even at the start of their 
game against Wyoming — at best 
there were about 100 people. It 
was a far cry from the opening 
game of the season where the 
student section was relative-
ly full, or even from the recent 
beatdown against Purdue.  

The Huskies’ promising start 
to the game and halftime led to 
a very different student section 
than previous games this season. 
The number of students didn’t 
dissipate nearly as quickly, but 
people slowly began to trickle 
out as the game progressed.  

At the start of halftime, a 

first-semester student named 
Connor Anthony prepared to 
depart. Anthony noted he had to 
leave to “go visit [his] friends.” 
Anthony explained he was at-
tending the game to “have fun 
and tailgate with my friends’ 
parents,” rather than seeing the 
game itself.  

Due perhaps to the team’s 
above-average performance 
through the game, few people 
left at halftime. Doug Jackson, a 
third-semester student, was in the 
minority. He left because “UCo-
nn is more of a basketball school 
but they’re playing great today, 
although it’s not the atmosphere 

[he wants] to be at.” Jackson then 
added he came because “[He] had 
nothing else to do, but now it’s 
nighttime, and it seems like a good 
time to go.”  

At the start of the fourth quar-
ter, the Huskies were up three 
points and things were looking 
promising. Despite that, third-se-

mester student Sara Beth made 
the decision to leave because she 
was “going to a fair” and that she 
came to “support the Huskies.”  

With 6:40 left in the fourth and 
UConn up 16-10, a student who 
identified himself as Ryan Reyn-
olds got up to leave. He mentioned 
his plan to “get lit at a bar and 
watch Wyoming blow.” Despite 
leaving the game early, just be-
fore Wyoming would take back 
the lead, Reynolds was still plan-
ning to watch the remainder of the 
game.  

As the clock read 3:34, hope 
looked slim for the Huskies who 
had just gone down by eight 
points on a Wyoming touchdown. 
First-semester student John 
Womelsdorf explained the im-
probability of UConn scoring the 
critical game-tying touchdown 
and noted he “wanted to catch the 
bus.” When asked why he wasn’t 
sticking it out for the last few 
critical moments, Womelsdorf re-
marked he was leaving “because 
[he was] disappointed and sad.”  

The Huskies did score though 
— this time on an electric run 
by freshman Nate Carter. After 
they missed the two-point con-
version with four seconds left, 
though, the seats emptied out as 
the game concluded. Despite the 
team’s struggles throughout the 
season, the close scoreline of Sat-
urday’s game helped keep fans in 
their seats, even with attendance 
at an all-season low. Against Pur-
due, when the team lost by seven 
touchdowns, the story may have 
been very different. 

PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/
THE DAILY CAMPUS

s a v e s . 
The Hus-

kies only al-
lowing such 

few shots on 
goal is a sign 

of just how dom-
inant the team was in 
the first game of their 
season — the LIU offense 
made six shots; the Hus-
kies made 44.  

The second game of the week-
end was consid- e r -
ably closer in 
that regard. 
The Huskies 
took the lead 

early 

o n c e 
again, get-
ting a goal in the 
second quarter by Natalie Sno-
dgrass- her first of the season. 

The Huskies started fresh-
man Megan Warrener in 

the goal who showed 
the depth of the UCo-
nn goalie section with 
20 saves and her first 

win of her collegiate 
career. The Huskies ended the 

game with a 
2-0 score 
f o l l ow i n g 
a sec-
ond goal 

s c o r e d 
b y 

junior Coryn Tormala, her first 
of the season.  

It was a strong start to the sea-
son for the team following their 
success last season, a run which 
culminated in a surprise victory 
over Boston College and a strong 
showing against Northeastern in 

the Hockey East championship.  
Now, the team looks ahead 

towards its next games 
which won’t be until Oct. 

8 when they’ll take on 
the Rochester Insti-

tute of Technology 
in a two-game se-

ries in Roches-
ter, New York.  

That series 
and this one 
are basical-

ly the only 
games UConn 

will play this 
season against 

non-Hockey East 
opponents, making 
them a good lead up 

to the rest of the sea-
son against Hock-

ey East teams 
like Merrimack, 

Providence and 
Brown.
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