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New production facility opens for Fine Arts students

UConn Today revealed the new-
ly constructed Fine Arts Theatre 
Production Facility, built alongside 
renovations to the School of Fine 
Arts at the University of Connecti-
cut campus at Storrs, 
in a video released 
on Aug. 23.

The video, avail-
able on YouTube, 
shows shop rooms 
for costume design, 
lighting and scenery 
construction. Ac-
cording to fl oorplans 
of the facility, it will 
also include separate 
rooms for painting, 
welding and prop 
storage.

Nafe Katter, a for-
mer director of UConn’s acting pro-
gram who taught at the school from 
1957 to 1997, provided a key dona-
tion for the production facility as 
well as the the Nafe Katter Theater, 
which was completed in 2004.

“Though he was retired, Nafe 
Katter gave $1 million to UConn's 
acting program 15 years ago to 
build a new theater on campus,” 

said Grace Merritt in a 2019 UConn 
Foundation article regarding the 
groundbreaking of the facility.

The Katter Theater features a 
three-sided stage opposed to the 
single-sided stage in Jorgensen. 
Katter sold multiple properties to 
provide for his donation.

“Through a gift of appreciated 
stock and a bequest 
totaling $650,000, 
Nafe is making it pos-
sible for the School 
of Fine Arts to buy 
equipment and fur-
niture for a new pro-
duction facility now 
under construction,” 
Merrit wrote, citing 
the lack of space for 
scenery and prop 
construction in the 
Jorgensen theater.

Students involved 
in theater, especially 

those who received scholarships 
from the late Katter, were excited 
for the new building’s completion.

“Without the scholarship I would 
not be able to pay for college, for 
sure," Pearl Mason, a 2019 UConn 
graduate, said in her interview with 
Merritt. "I'm very, very fortunate to 
be in my senior year because we are 
on one income.’” 

The video ... shows 
shop rooms for costume 

design, lighting and 
scenery construction. 

According to 
floorplans of the 

facility, it will also 
include separate rooms 

for painting, welding 
and prop storage.

by Samuel Katz
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

Connecticut universities 
join nationwide sustainable 
industry program

This month, the University of 
Connecticut joined the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s university-based 
Industrial Assessment Centers pro-
gram to help train manufacturers 
in sustainable business practices, 
according to an article from UConn 
Today.

In July, the Department of Ener-
gy (DOE) committed $60 million in 
funding to the Industrial Assess-
ment Centers (IACs) program. It’s 
the largest university-based cohort 
the program has ever seen, with 32 
universities across 28 states, accord-
ing to the Department of Energy.

The Industrial Assessment Cen-
ters work to “train the next gener-
ation of energy-effi  ciency workers” 
by helping small and medium-sized 
manufacturers across the country 
reduce their carbon emissions and 
lower energy costs.

“DOE’s university-based Indus-
trial Assessment Centers are as-
sisting small and medium-sized 
businesses – particularly those in 
disadvantaged and underrepresent-
ed communities – in the transition 
to a clean energy economy, building 
the next-generation energy work-
force, and propelling America to-
ward a carbon-free future by 2050,” 
said U.S. Secretary of Energy Jenni-
fer M. Granholm.

The IAC in Connecticut will be 
led by UConn Associate Professor 
of Engineering Dr. Liang Zhang. 
Nine other faculty members from 
UConn and the University of New 
Haven will join Zhang in conduct-
ing free environmental consulta-
tions at manufacturing sites across 
the state.

“This is long overdue for Con-
necticut,” Zhang said. “And we be-

lieve that it will bring signifi cant 
benefi ts to the state’s environment 
and economic development eff orts 
through its service to the large num-
ber of small and medium manufac-
turers in the area.”

According to the DOE, a single 
university-based consultation will 
typically identify more than $130,00 
in potential annual savings oppor-
tunities for manufacturers without 
costing them anything.

Secretary Granholm explained, 
“America’s best and brightest uni-
versity students are successfully 
helping local manufacturers reduce 
pollution, save energy and cut their 
electricity bills.”

By joining the University of New 
Haven, the new IAC will be able to 
reach more manufacturers in the 
area who have almost been neglect-
ed in the past. According to UConn 
Today, there are more than 1,000 
manufacturers in the state that are 
eligible for free IAC consultations 
yet only 37 have been conducted in 
the past decade.

Senator Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) 
also expressed his excitement to see 
UConn join the DOE’s initiative.

“UConn’s work as one of the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Industrial 
Assessment Centers will help local 
manufacturers cut emissions and 
energy costs while training the fu-
ture generation of engineers, and 
I’m glad to see Connecticut as part 
of this major investment in clean en-
ergy,” Murphy said.

Zhang and his team will also tap 
expertise from the universities’ long 
standing relationships with the 
Connecticut Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection and 
utility companies, such as United 
Illuminating Company and Ever-
source Energy, which have pledged 
$600,000 over fi ve years toward the 
program’s energy audit service.

by Conner Caridad
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
conner.caridad@uconn.edu

Asian shares mostly higher after US 
Federal Reserve signals on low rates

TOKYO (AP) — Asian shares 
were mostly higher Monday, as 
investors interpreted comments 
from the head of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve as signaling low interest 
rates were here to stay for some 
time.

Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225 
edged up 0.2% in morning trading 
to 27,686.18. Australia's S&P/ASX 
200 rose nearly 0.1% to 7,494.10. 
South Korea's Kospi was virtu-
ally unchanged at 3,133.72. Hong 
Kong's Hang Seng declined 0.3% to 
25,344.79, while the Shanghai Com-
posite stood at 3,535.19, up 0.4%.

Regional investors are also look-
ing ahead to data expected to be 
released Tuesday on China's man-
ufacturing sector.

The rally in Asia paralleled the 
rise that ended the previous week 

on Wall Street, when the S&P 500 
rose 39.37, or 0.9%, to 4,509.37 to 
top its prior all-time high set on 
Wednesday. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average climbed 242.68 
points, or 0.7%, to 34,455.80, and 
the Nasdaq composite gained 
183.69, or 1.2%, to 15,129.50.

The speech by Fed Chair Jerome 
Powell was key, as U.S. stocks have 
set record after record this year, in 
large part because of the Fed's mas-
sive eff orts to prop up the economy 
and fi nancial markets. The gains 
had been getting increasingly ten-
tative as markets began to look 
toward a possible end of the Fed’s 
assistance.

Last week, Powell noted past 
mistakes where policy makers 
made premature moves in the face 
of seemingly high infl ation. He 

made clear a slowing of the Fed's 
bond purchases doesn't mean a rise 
in short-term rates is imminent. 
That would require the job market 
and infl ation to hurdle “substan-
tially more stringent” tests.

“We have much ground to cover 
to reach maximum employment," 
Powell said.

Stocks of U.S. companies whose 
profi ts are most closely tied to the 
economy made the biggest gains 
following the speech.

One problem Powell noted was 
the delta variant of the coronavi-
rus, which remains a global con-
cern. The delta variant is behind 
the recent surge in COVID-19 in-
fections in Asia, where the vaccine 
rollout has been slower than parts 
of the U.S. and Europe.

“With the spread of the delta 
variant still rife and the vaccina-
tion drive slow, Singapore being 
the exception, the path out of the 
pandemic is unpredictable, fraught 
with setbacks and periodic lock 
downs,” said Venkateswaran La-
vanya at Mizuho Bank in Singa-
pore.

The delta variant has already 
slowed some economic activi-
ty. In the U.S.. a report on Friday 
showed that consumer spending in 
the country rose 0.3% in July from 
June, a sharp slowdown from the 
prior month’s 1.1% jump. That’s a 
big deal when consumer spend-
ing is the driving force of the U.S. 
economy, and its growth slowed 
even though income growth for 
Americans accelerated to 1.1% last 
month.

In energy trading, benchmark 
U.S. crude lost 10 cents to $68.64 
a barrel. Brent crude, the interna-
tional standard, added 10 cents to 
$72.80 a barrel.

In currency trading, the U.S. dol-
lar inched down to 109.74 Japanese 
yen from 109.84 yen. The euro cost 
$1.1806, down from $1.1792.

People wearing face masks walk past a bank’s electronic board 
showing the Hong Kong share index in Hong Kong, Monday, Aug. 30, 
2021. Asian shares were mostly higher Monday.

PHOTOGRAPH BY KIN CHEUNG/AP

In this still from video, people utilize the resources at the Fine Arts Theatre Production Facility. The 
new facility was featured in a promotional video released by UConn Today.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF UCONN TODAY
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Eyes on Afghanistan: Updates from around the globe
PRISTINA, Kosovo (AP) — 

Kosovo's government says that a 
group of 111 Afghan evacuees it will 
host temporarily has arrived in 
Kosovo.

The Afghans, who had worked 
with NATO, and their families came 
from the Ramstein military base in 
Germany. They will be housed near 
the U.S. military Camp Bondsteel, 
40 kilometers (25 miles) south of the 
capital Pristina.

Kosovo has said it may temporari-
ly shelter up to 2,000 Afghans while 
they process documentation on 
their fi nal destination to the United 
States.

Kosovo's senior leaders and sev-
eral Western ambassadors were 
present to welcome the evacuees.

"Many years ago we were victims 
of genocide ourselves," said Pres-
ident Vjosa Osmani. "We will be 
alongside all of the NATO partners 
until all of this is completed suc-
cessfully."

"We will do everything to make 
sure they will be safe, secure here 
and, at the same time, to get some 
rest," said Prime Minister Albin 
Kurti.

Here’s what else is happening:

PARIS (AP) — A military trans-
port aircraft has brought home 
French special forces, embassy staff  
in Kabul and France's ambassador 
along with the last group of Afghan 
refugees able to make the fi nal evac-
uation.

Defense Minister Florence Par-
ly and Prime Minister Jean Castex 
were present to welcome the arriv-
al of the A400M at the Villacoulay 
military airport outside Paris late 
afternoon Sunday, but the welcome 
scene was kept discreet with no 
cameras or video for news outlets 
allowed.

The aircraft fl ew in from Abu 
Dhabi, where a French base served 
as a transit point for the 2,834 peo-
ple evacuated from Afghanistan 
since Aug.17, when Paris began its 
operation. The large majority trav-
elling along with Ambassador Da-
vid Martinon were Afghans.

Parly off ered a special salute to 
the military personnel, from navi-
gators to health care specialists and 
mechanics "for their professional-
ism, their reactivity and their sang-
froid."

France ended its evacuations Fri-
day night.

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — Syr-
ia's foreign minister says the "thun-
derous defeat" by the United States 
in Afghanistan will lead to similar 
defeats for American troops in Syr-
ia and other parts of the world.

Faisal Mekdad made his com-
ments Sunday following a meeting 
with his Iranian counterpart, who 
began an offi  cial visit to Syria.

Mekdad said the U.S. withdraw-
al from Afghanistan "is a strong 
lesson for the allies and tools of the 
United States in the region and the 
world."

Mekdad appeared to be referring 
to Kurdish-led fi ghters allied with 

the United States who control wide 
parts of eastern Syria, including the 
country's largest oil fi elds.

Hundreds of U.S. troops are sta-
tioned in northeastern Syria, work-
ing with Kurdish-led fi ghters in bat-
tling the Islamic State group.

BERLIN (AP) — Germany says it 
is committed to helping people still 
in Afghanistan seeking to get out, as 
well as those who have already fl ed 
as refugees.

At the start 
of a four-day, 
fi ve-country trip 
focused on evac-
uation eff orts 
in Afghanistan, 
Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas un-
derscored that 
Germany's "en-
gagement is not 
ending with the 
conclusion of the 
military evacua-
tion mission."

Maas spoke 
before his arriv-
al in Turkey, the 
fi rst country on 
his itinerary. Af-
ter Turkey, Maas 
will continue on 
to Uzbekistan, Pa-
kistan, Tajikistan 
and Qatar.

The trip comes 
just days after 
Germany ended 
its military evac-
uation operations 
in Afghanistan. 
According to the 
German defense 
ministry, the Ger-
man Bundeswehr 
evacuated 5,347 
people from at 
least 45 diff erent 
countries. Thou-
sands, however, 
are still trying to 
get out.

In his state-
ment, Maas ac-
k n o w l e d g e d 
that several of 
the countries he 
is visiting have 
played a "con-
siderable part in 
ensuring the suc-
cess" of the evac-
uation eff orts. He 
added that he be-
lieves a "coordinated international 
approach to the Taliban" is neces-
sary.

"Our off er of support to the neigh-
boring countries to assist them with 
coping with the humanitarian and 
economic fallout is also part of this," 
he said. "It is in our own interests to 
ensure that the collapse in Afghan-
istan does not destabilize the entire 
region."

MILAN (AP) — Aircraft carry-
ing U.S. citizens and Afghan nation-
als evacuated from the chaos in Af-
ghanistan have left Italy headed to 
Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.

A joint statement from the Naval 
Air Station in Sigonella and the U.S. 
Embassy in Rome did not specify 
how many fl ights nor how many 
passengers departed Sunday on the 
fi rst fl ights from the U.S. base, say-
ing only that the fl ights departed at 
full capacity.

They were bound for Philadel-
phia International Airport and 
Dulles International Airport. 
Sigonella is one of the overseas 

U.S. bases designated as a stopover 
for Afghan nationals eligible to be 
brought to the United States due to 
work with coalition forces or West-
ern organizations.

The Naval Air Station has desig-
nated two barracks buildings and 
other temporary lodging for the 
evacuees, each including halal din-
ing, religious and recreational ar-
eas. Medical care is being provided, 
the statement said, and an imam 
has made daily visits.

The evacuees include hundreds 
of children, each of whom has re-
ceived a stuff ed toy, clothing and 
other necessities.

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. of-
fi cials say an American drone strike 
has hit a vehicle carrying multiple Is-
lamic State suicide bombers heading 
for the Kabul airport. A military offi  -
cial said the strike on Sunday caused 
"signifi cant secondary explosions" 
indicating the presence of a substan-
tial amount of explosive material in 
the vehicle.

Two senior U.S. offi  cials said the 
U.S. believes it was a successful strike 

and that the in-
tended target was 
hit. This is the 
second airstrike 
the U.S. has con-
ducted against the 
militant group, 
which claimed re-
sponsibility for the 
suicide bombing 
Thursday at the 
Kabul airport gate 
that killed 13 U.S. 
service members 
and scores of Af-
ghans struggling to 
get out of the coun-
try and escape the 
new Taliban rule.

The offi  cials said 
Sunday that initial 
reports indicate 
there were no ci-
vilian casualties 
caused by the air-
strike, but one of-
fi cial said they are 
assessing reports 
of any other collat-
eral damage.

There have been 
reports of an ex-
plosion at a house 
near the airport, 
but it wasn't clear 
the two explosions 
were connected. 
The offi  cials spoke 
on condition of an-
onymity to discuss 
military opera-
tions.

KABUL, Af-
ghanistan (AP) — 
An Afghan police 
chief says a rocket 
has struck a neigh-
borhood north-
west of Kabul's 
international air-
port amid the U.S. 
evacuation there, 
killing a child.

Rashid, the Ka-
bul police chief who like many Af-
ghans goes by one name, says the 
rocket struck Sunday afternoon.

No group immediately claimed the 
attack. The rocket fi re comes as the 
United States winds down a histor-
ic airlift that saw tens of thousands 
evacuated from Kabul's international 
airport, the scene of much of the cha-
os that engulfed the Afghan capital 
since the Taliban took over two weeks 
ago.

After an Islamic State affi  liate's sui-
cide attack that killed over 180 peo-
ple, the Taliban increased its security 
around the airfi eld as Britain ended 
its evacuation fl ights Saturday. 

PARIS (AP) —President Em-
manuel Macron says that France 
and Britain plan to propose at the 
U.N. on Monday the creation of a 
"safe zone" in Kabul that would al-
lowed for continued "humanitarian 
operations."

The French leader, currently in 
Iraq, said Sunday that Paris and 
London would propose at a Securi-
ty Council meeting on the crisis in 
Afghanistan a resolution "aimed at 
defi ning a safe zone in Kabul under 
U.N. control." 

his would keep pressure on the 
Taliban and hold the international 
community accountable, he said 
in an exclusive interview with the 
weekly Le Journal du Dimanche 
published Sunday.

It was unclear if the protection 
zone France and Britain envisage 
would be linked to eventual "target-
ed evacuations" that Macron spoke 
of on Saturday.

He said at a news conference 
in Baghdad that France is talking 
with the Taliban and Qatar about 
continuing evacuations after the 
Americans pull out on Tuesday to 
bring out Afghans on France's list 
of potential evacuees that never 
made it out of the country. One pos-
sibility would be to evacuate via Ka-
bul's civilian airport or a neighbor-
ing country, he told the newspaper.

France ended its evacuation 
fl ights out of Kabul on Friday night 
after bringing out 2,834 people, 
mostly Afghans at risk. Britain 
ended its operations on Saturday.

BERLIN (AP) — A privately or-
ganized convoy reached the airport 
in Kabul with 147 people in need of 
protection, all of whom were evac-
uated Sunday morning, according 
to Germany's Foreign Offi  ce.

Those evacuated via the convoy, 
which was operated by a German 
security contractor, included local 
staff  for the German government 
and employees of the contractor.

The operation was conducted 
with help from U.S. forces, and in 
close communication with the Ger-
man Foreign Offi  ce.

ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has signaled his willingness to help 
the Taliban develop Afghanistan.

Citing Turkey's experience in 
large-scale construction and in-
frastructure projects, he said: "We 
want to help on this point ... But to 
help, the doors need to be opened. 
That's why our intelligence (agen-
cy) is currently meeting Taliban 
representatives."

Speaking to journalists on a re-
turn fl ight from Montenegro, Er-
dogan stressed the importance of 
former Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai and ex-Chief Executive Ab-
dullah Abdullah, who led talks 
with the Taliban. Both men re-
mained in Kabul after its fall two 
weeks ago. 

He said the Taliban's "reformist 
approach" to issues such as wom-
en's rights would be taken into 
consideration in any future negoti-
ations.

Taliban fighters stand guard outside the airport after Thurs-
day’s deadly attacks in Kabul, Afghanistan, Friday, Aug. 27, 
2021. Two suicide bombers and gunmen attacked crowds 
flocking to the airport during an airlift for those fleeing the 
Taliban takeover.    PHOTOGRAPH BY WALI SABAWOON/AP

Afghans walk through a security barrier as they enter Pa-
kistan through a common border crossing point in Chaman, 
Pakistan, Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. Pakistan has not placed any 
curbs on their movement despite recent evacuations from 
Kabul.    PHOTOGRAPH BY JAFAR KHAN/AP

Afghan evacuees sit in a bus after the arrival of the second 
flight with 95 passengers at the International Airport in Tira-
na, Albania, Friday, Aug. 27, 2021.
PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANC ZHURDA/AP
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NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Hur-
ricane Ida blasted ashore Sunday 
as one of the most powerful storms 
ever to hit the U.S., blowing off roofs 
and reversing the flow of the Mis-
sissippi River as it rushed from the 
Louisiana coast toward New Orle-
ans and one of the nation’s most im-
portant industrial corridors.

The Category 4 storm hit on 
the same date Hurricane Katrina 
ravaged Louisiana and Mississip-
pi 16 years earlier, coming ashore 
about 45 miles (72 kilometers) west 
of where Category 3 Katrina first 
struck land. Ida’s 150-mph (230 kph) 
winds tied it for the fifth-strongest 
hurricane to ever hit the mainland 
U.S. It dropped hours later to a Cat-
egory 3 storm with maximum winds 
of 120 mph (193 kph) as it inched 
closer to New Orleans.

The rising ocean swamped the 
barrier island of Grand Isle as land-
fall came just to the west at Port 
Fourchon. Ida made a second land-
fall about two hours later near Gal-
liano. The hurricane was churning 
through the far southern Louisi-
ana wetlands, with the more than 2 
million people living in and around 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge un-
der threat.

“This is going to be much stron-
ger than we usually see and, quite 
frankly, if you had to draw up the 
worst possible path for a hurricane 
in Louisiana, it would be something 
very, very close to what we’re see-
ing,” Gov. John Bel Edwards told 
The Associated Press.

People in Louisiana woke up 
to a monster storm after Ida’s top 
winds grew by 45 mph (72 kph) in 
five hours as the hurricane moved 
through some of the warmest ocean 
water in the world in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico.

Wind tore at awnings, water 
spilled out of Lake Ponchartrain in 
New Orleans, and boats broke loose 
from their moorings. Engineers de-
tected a “negative flow” on the Mis-
sissippi River as a result of storm 

Wind, storm surge from Hurricane Ida lash Louisiana

surge, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
spokesman Ricky Boyette said.

Edwards said he watched a 
live video feed from around Port 
Fourchon as Ida came ashore.

“The storm surge is just tremen-
dous. We can see the roofs have been 
blown off of the port buildings in 
many places,” Edwards told the AP.

Officials said Ida’s swift intensi-
fication from a few thunderstorms 
to a massive hurricane in just three 
days left no time to organize a man-
datory evacuation of New Orleans’ 
390,000 residents. Mayor LaToya 
Cantrell urged residents remaining 
in the city on Sunday to “hunker 
down.”

Marco Apostolico said he felt con-
fident riding out the storm at his 
home in New Orleans’ Lower 9th 
Ward, one of the city’s hardest-hit 
neighborhoods when levees failed 
and released a torrent of floodwater 
during Katrina.

His home was among those re-
built with the help of actor Brad Pitt 
to withstand hurricane-force winds. 

But the memory of Katrina still hung 
over the latest storm.

“It’s obviously a lot of heavy feel-
ings,” he said. “And yeah, potentially 
scary and dangerous.”

The region getting Ida’s worst 
includes petrochemical sites and 
major ports, which could sustain 
significant damage. It is also an area 
that is already reeling from a resur-
gence of COVID-19 infections due to 
low vaccination rates and the highly 
contagious delta variant.

New Orleans hospitals planned 
to ride out the storm with their beds 
nearly full, as similarly stressed hos-
pitals elsewhere had little room for 
evacuated patients. And shelters for 
those fleeing their homes carried an 
added risk of becoming flashpoints 
for new infections.

Forecasters warned winds stron-
ger than 115 mph (185 kph) threat-
ened Houma, a city of 33,000 that 
supports oil platforms in the Gulf.

The hurricane was also threaten-
ing neighboring Mississippi, where 
Katrina demolished oceanfront 

homes. With Ida approaching, Clau-
dette Jones evacuated her home east 
of Gulfport, Mississippi, as waves 
started pounding the shore.

“I’m praying I can go back to a 
normal home like I left,” she said. 
“That’s what I’m praying for. But I’m 
not sure at this point.”

Comparisons to the Aug. 29, 2005, 
landfall of Katrina weighed heavi-
ly on residents bracing for Ida. Ka-
trina was blamed for 1,800 deaths 
as it caused levee breaches and 
catastrophic flooding in New Or-
leans. Ida’s hurricane-force winds 
stretched 50 miles (80 kilometers) 
from the storm’s eye, or about half 
the size of Katrina, and a New Orle-
ans’ infrastructure official empha-
sized that the city is in a “very differ-
ent place than it was 16 years ago.”

The levee system has been mas-
sively overhauled since Katrina,  
Ramsey Green, deputy chief admin-
istrative officer for infrastructure, 
said before the worst of the storm 
hit. While water may not penetrate 
levees, Green said if forecasts of up 

to 20 inches (50 centimeters) of rain 
prove true, the city’s underfunded 
and neglected network of pumps, 
underground pipes and surface ca-
nals likely won’t be able to keep up.

About 590,000 customers were al-
ready without power late Sunday af-
ternoon, according to PowerOutage.
US, which tracks outages nation-
wide.

The Louisiana Department of En-
vironmental Quality was in contact 
with more than 1,500 oil refineries, 
chemical plants and other sensitive 
facilities and will respond to any 
reported pollution leaks or petro-
leum spills, agency spokesman Greg 
Langley said. He said the agency 
would deploy three mobile air-mon-
itoring laboratories after the storm 
passes to sample, analyze and report 
any threats to public health.

Louisiana’s 17 oil refineries ac-
count for nearly one-fifth of the U.S. 
refining capacity and its two lique-
fied natural gas export terminals 
ship about 55% of the nation’s total 
exports, according to the U.S. En-
ergy Information Administration. 
Government statistics show that 
95% of oil and gas production in the 
Gulf Coast region was shut down 
as Ida made landfall on Sunday, 
according to energy company S&P 
Global Platts.

Louisiana is also home to two nu-
clear power plants, one near New 
Orleans and another about 27 miles 
(about 43 kilometers) northwest of 
Baton Rouge.

President Joe Biden approved 
emergency declarations for Louisi-
ana and Mississippi ahead of Ida’s 
arrival. He said Sunday the country 
was praying for the best for Louisi-
ana and would put its “full might be-
hind the rescue and recovery” effort 
once the storm passes. 

Edwards warned his state to brace 
for potentially weeks of recovery.

“Many, many people are going to 
be tested in ways that we can only 
imagine today,” the governor told a 
news conference.

A man passes by a section of roof that was blown off of a building in the French Quarter by Hurricane 
Ida winds, Sunday, Aug. 29, 2021, in New Orleans. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIC GAY/AP

‘Candyman’ slashes way 
toward No. 1 box office spot

LOS ANGELES (AP) — "Candy-
man" hooked the top spot at the 
North American box office.

The Universal Pictures film 
starring Yahya Abdul-Mateen II 
impressively pulled in more than 
$22.3 million through a quiet week-
end despite concerns over the delta 
variant. The  R-rated horror movie, 
co-written by Jordan Peele and di-
rected by Nia DaCosta, delves into 
an urban legend that believes if 
someone repeats "Candyman" five 
times in front of a mirror, that per-
son would summon the hook-hand-
ed killer.

The sequel is a follow up to the 
original "Candyman" in 1992. The 
new film expects to gross $5.23 mil-
lion in 51 international markets.

"It was a quiet weekend, but it 
was another check mark in the suc-
cess column for horror," Paul Der-
garabedian, the senior media ana-
lyst for Comscore.

"Candyman" claimed No. 1 over 
second place "Free Guy," which 
scored first place at the box office 
the previous two weekends. The 
action comedy starring Ryan Reyn-
olds as a background character in a 
video game, earned more than $13.5 
million.

After "Free Guy," the numbers be-
gin to substantially drop.

Dergarabedian said consumers 
are being very selective in what they 
do outside of their homes, particu-
larly when it comes to heading into 
theaters.

"When you have brand new mov-
ies, if they are of a genre that people 
love like horror or have star like 
Ryan Reynolds and a movie that's 
perceived to be great, people want 

to go out to see them," he said. "The 
other films that are either available 
on streaming and/or not getting the 
greatest buzz or reviews are going 
to drop by the wayside. It's just the 
nature of this marketplace."

In third place, "PAW Patrol" 
reeled in $6.6 million – a 50% dip 
from the film's opening weekend 
number. The Paramount film, based 
on the popular kids TV show, has 
garnered more than $24 million.

"Jungle Cruise" placed fourth 
with $5 million, helping the Dis-
ney action-adventure film starring 
Dwayne Johnson and Emily Blunt 
eclipse the $100 million mark in 
North America during a five-week 
span.

"Don't Breathe 2" earned $2.8 
million, "Respect" starring Jennifer 
Hudson brought in $2.2 million and 
"The Suicide Squad" tallied just 
over $2 million.

Meanwhile, "The Protege" with 
Michael Keaton and Maggie Q 
pulled in $1.6 million and "The 
Night House" had $1.2 million.

"Black Widow" barely held onto 
the 10th spot with $855,000. In 
eight weeks, the Marvel film star-
ring Scarlett Johansson has accu-
mulated more than $181.5 million in 
North America.

Dergarabedian believes the box 
office could experience some grow-
ing pains in the coming weeks.

"You're going to have a very 
top-heavy box office and particu-
larly for films that are available on 
streaming," he said. "If they're not 
totally buzzworthy, then people 
will just stay at home and check 
them out there.

"If those movies at the top are 
generating great word of mouth 
and goodwill with audiences to-
ward going to the movie theater, 
that's good for the business long 
term," Dergarabedian said.

Estimated ticket sales for Friday 
through Sunday at U.S. and Cana-
dian theaters, according to Com-
score. Where available, the latest 
international numbers for Friday 
through Sunday are also included. 
Final domestic figures will be re-
leased Monday.

1. "Candyman," $22.3 million 
($5.2 million international).

2. "Free Guy," $13.5 million ($37.3 
million international).

3. "PAW Patrol," $6.6 million 
($10.3 million international).

4. "Jungle Cruise," $5 million ($2.7 
million international).

5. "Don't Breathe 2," $2.8 million 
($1.6 million international).

6. "Respect," $2.2 million.
7. "The Suicide Squad," $2 million 

($4.6 million international).
8. "The Protege," $1,6 million.
9. "The Night House," $1.2 mil-

lion.
10. "Black Widow," $855,000.

Michael Hargrove as Sherman 
Fields in a scene from “Candy-
man.” PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL 
PICTURES AND MGM PICTURES/AP

Lake Tahoe threatened 
by massive fire, more 
ordered to flee

Lake Tahoe threatened by mas-
sive fire, more ordered to flee

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, Calif. 
(AP) — Fire officials ordered more 
evacuations around the Tahoe Ba-
sin Sunday evening as crews dealt 
with a two-week old blaze they 
said was “more aggressive than an-
ticipated,” and continued to edge 
toward the pristine waters of Lake 
Tahoe.

“Today’s been a rough day and 
there’s no bones about it,” said Jeff 
Marsoleis, forest supervisor for 
El Dorado National Forest. A few 
days ago, he thought crews could 
halt the Caldor Fire’s eastern prog-
ress, but “today it let loose.”

Flames churned through moun-
tains just a few miles southwest 
of the Tahoe Basin, where thick 
smoke sent tourists packing at 
a time when summer vacations 
would usually be in full swing 
ahead of the Labor Day weekend. 

“To put it in perspective, we’ve 
been seeing about a half-mile of 
movement on the fire’s perime-
ter each day for the last couple of 
weeks, and today, this has already 
moved at 2.5 miles (4 kilometers) 
on us, with no sign that it’s starting 
to slow down,” said Cal Fire Divi-
sion Chief Eric Schwab.

Some areas of the Northern 
California terrain are so rugged 
that crews had to carry fire hoses 
by hand from Highway 50 as they 
sought to douse spot fires caused 
by erratic winds. 

The forecast did not offer opti-
mism: triple-digit temperatures 
were possible and the extreme heat 
was expected to last several days. 
A red flag warning for critical fire 
conditions was issued for Monday 
and Tuesday across the Northern 
Sierra. 

The blaze that broke out August 
14 was 19% contained after burning 
nearly 245 square miles (635 square 
kilometers) — an area larger than 
Chicago. More than 600 structures 
have been destroyed and at least 
18,000 more were under threat. 

The Caldor Fire has proved so 
difficult to fight that fire managers 
pushed back the projected date for 
full containment from early this 
week to Sept. 8. But even that esti-
mate was tenuous.

In Southern California, a sec-
tion Interstate 15 was closed Sun-
day afternoon after winds pushed 
a new blaze, dubbed the Railroad 
Fire, across lanes in the Cajon Pass 
northeast of Los Angeles.

Further south, evacuation or-
ders and warnings were still in 
place for remote communities af-
ter a wildfire broke out and spread 
quickly through the Cleveland Na-
tional Forest on Saturday. A fire-
fighter received minor injuries and 
two structures were destroyed in 
the 2.3-square-mile (5.9-square-ki-
lometer) Chaparral Fire burning 
along the border of San Diego and 
Riverside counties, according to 
the California Department of For-
estry and Fire Protection. It was 
10% contained Sunday. 

Meanwhile, California’s Dixie 
Fire, the second-largest in state 
history at 1,193 square miles (3,089 
square kilometers) was 48% con-
tained in the Sierra-Cascades 
region about 65 miles (105 kilo-
meters) north of the Caldor Fire. 
Nearly 700 homes were among 
almost 1,300 buildings that have 
been destroyed since the fire began 
in early July.

Containment increased to 22% 
on the 12-day-old French Fire, 
which covered more than 38 
square miles (98 square kilome-
ters) in the southern Sierra Neva-
da. Crews protected forest homes 
on the west side of Lake Isabella, a 
popular recreation area northeast 
of Bakersfield.

More than a dozen large fires 
are being fought by more than 
15,200 firefighters across Califor-
nia. Flames have destroyed around 
2,000 structures and forced thou-
sands to evacuate this year while 
blanketing large swaths of the 
West in unhealthy smoke.
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As a newly admitted student 
in the University of Connecticut’s 
Bachelors of Social Work program, 
I recently had to attend the UConn 
School of Social Work’s convoca-
tion. In truth, I wasn’t expecting 
much other than housekeeping-re-
lated announcements and a general 
“Welcome back!” attitude, especial-
ly with the event being virtual this 
year. However, I was pleasantly 
surprised by the discussions led 
by the guest speaker Dr. Sheryl B. 
Chapman, a UConn SSW alumna. 
Specifi cally, Chapman discussed 
how her own background guided 
her career in the fi eld of social work 
at UConn and beyond. This idea of 
your past leading the way to where 
you will go in the future stuck with 
me, seeming especially relevant in 
the age of COVID-19.  

It’s pretty safe to say that there 
isn’t anyone alive that has not been 
a� ected by the pandemic in some 

way or another, with most peo-
ples’ lives facing great disruption 
over the past year and a half. The 
unprecedented times that we have 
ironically become so accustomed to 
are clearly informing where we go 
in the future in an everyday sense. 
We now live by using what we 
know about yesterday’s infection, 
transmission, testing and vacci-
nation rates to make the decisions 
for how today will operate. But in a 
broader sense, we should apply the 
messages of hope and perseverance 
that 18 months of pandemic life 
have taught us to how to continue 
in the future. This may seem like an 
easy task, but it will take mindful-
ness and daily practice. In essence, 
if COVID-19 taught us anything, it 
should have been how to make the 
most of what we have right now 
rather than wishing for the times 
when we had more. 

For daily life at UConn, this 
means actively enjoying what we 
do have of the 2021-2022 school 
year, rather than constant longing 

for pre-pandemic college life. It’s 
better to relish in the fact that we 
are mostly back on campus than to 
complain about mandatory masks 

and vaccines. (Especially when 
such precautions are put in place 
for our safety, as the pandemic con-
tinues with no defi nite end in sight.) 
Embarking on year two of unprec-
edented times in the educational 
world is a scary thought, but it’s 

by Jacob Ningen
CONTRIBUTOR
jacob.ningen@uconn.edu

There are two things every Re-
publican in California knows. 
First, that they can only win the 
governorship in recall elections, 
and second, that current Demo-
cratic California Governor Gavin 
Newsom would love for them to be 
in every election. Republicans in a 
race provide Newsom with an easy 
election strategy. He can avoid be-
ing pressed on any of the reasons 
state voters would vote against 
him if he can tie his opponent to 
Trump. 

Unfortunately for Newsom, in 
this current recall election, it looks 
like that strategy is starting to fal-
ter. Newsom had a 50% approval 
rating, and the recall was in a sta-
tistical tie in early August. He has 
since recovered and the recall is 
currently at 46.3% support. How-
ever, that temporary tie should 
never have been possible. He is a 
Democratic governor in a solid-
ly blue state and while he abuses 
tying his opponents to Trump, in 
this case, there is some evidence 
supporting that this originated as 
a Republican campaign against 
Newsom, even if it grew into some-
thing less partisan. Even if it is a 
Republican abuse of democracy, 
why was it able to get enough trac-
tion so that “Yes” and “No” were 
ever in a statistical tie? 

 A few reasons can be produced. 
First, in a recall, most of the like-
ly voters are those who supported 
the recall, says 538’s Nathaniel Ra-
kich. Therefore, a poll of likely vot-
ers will overestimate the success of 
the recall and underestimate New-

som’s approval ratings. This ren-
ders the predictions in late July as 
suspect and makes Newsom look 
more vulnerable than he actually 
is. This does however, reveal that 
unless Newsom can galvanize peo-
ple to vote, he is in danger. 

However, Newsom hasn’t been 
helping his popularity with his 
own actions. He authorized the 
spread of COVID-19 among the 
California prison population by 
transferring sick prisoners to San 
Quentin. He opened up Orange 
County due to his poor polling 
in Orange County, not because 
COVID-19 cases had decreased. He 
also attended a birthday party with 
lobbyists in Napa, while advising 
businesses to remain closed to in-
door dining. He has also failed to 
fi x the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles or Employment Development 
Department despite discussing it. 
While none of these actions are 
criminal or evidence of corruption, 
they are Newsom’s own actions 
and do not help his public image.  

Third, among all voters, there is 

a rising discontent with the status 
quo in Sacramento. Green Party 
Candidate David Kaplovitz notes 
that the state legislature has a fun-
ny habit of only passing a single 
payer health care bill when the 
governor is certain to veto it. Oth-
er candidates call attention, even 
if insincerely, to voter concerns 
the state has failed to su�  cient-
ly address under Newsom such 
as: the rising cost of living; rising 
homelessness; high taxes; corrup-
tion the DMV and EDD and other 
in government departments; a low 
K-12 public school ranking; and 
insu�  cient water infrastructure. 
Despite this, Newsom and Senator 
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) have 
called this recall a Republican 
coup and an abuse of democracy.  

 This may be an abuse of democ-
racy arising from allowing no-fault 
recalls, but unless we want to call 
all abuses of democracy coups, it is 
not a coup. It’s no fault recall elec-
tions permit this abuse on behalf of 
ultracrepidarian malcontents with 
enough time on their hands to pe-
rennially fi le recall petitions. How-
ever, this is an indictment of the 
very concept of recalls themselves, 
not just the recall of Newsom, and 
as such should not be used to de-
fend Newsom in this election. To 
save democracy from recalls, you 
should follow the groups planning 
to reform how the right to recall 
politicians is structured in the 
constitutions that allow citizens to 
recall politicians, not this particu-
lar instance of frivolously using a 
legitimate legal institution to over-
turn an election instead of urging 
voters to oppose this particular 
recall. 

 Furthermore, how is this friv-
olous use of elections more of an 
attack on democracy than the 
legislature abusing its power as 
a legislative body by signing bills 
allowing a recall target to know 
the names of recall supporters or 
removing the legislative analysis 

to ensure that the recall occurs 
before fi re season or a COVID-19 
resurgence lower Governor New-
som’s popularity further, especial-
ly when the legislature added that 
provision to prevent another recall 
from winning? Abusing democra-
cy is abusing democracy, regard-
less of whether its California Re-
publicans, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Napoleon Bonaparte, the Gracchi 
brothers, the Roman Senate or the 
Sacramento Legislature. 

A better tactic to defeat this par-
ticular recall for Newsom himself, 
would be to focus on his achieve-
ments as governor. Meanwhile, he 
should downplay problems with 
government agencies as structural 
problems not even his opponents 
could solve. This would explain 
why California should keep New-

som in a positive sense, rather 
than simply argue that he’s better 
than the alternative. With 46 can-
didates including Caitlyn Jenner, 
John Cox, Larry Elder, Angelyne, 
Kevin Pa� rath, who all want a pipe 
from the Mississippi to California 
to solve the drought, Trevor Noah 
and Reason have joked that based 
on Cox’s campaign stunts, an ac-
tual bear being the best candidate 
isn’t hard. Second, to ensure that 
the recall was between Newsom 
and unpopular Republicans and 
prevent replicating the “No on Re-
call, Yes on Bustamante” fi asco of 
2003, the state Democratic Party 
discouraged qualifi ed establish-
ment Democrats from running.  
Therefore, they created the threat 
that a successful recall would elect 
a joke candidate or a Republican 
governor, rather than a qualifi ed 
Democratic candidate. Finally, a 
positive argument for Newsom 
also functions as a means of pre-
empting any use of the issues men-
tioned above by his opponents in 
the 2022 gubernatorial primary 
election. Even if this particular re-
call is a Republican coup, the 2022 
gubernatorial primary is neither 
a coup, nor undemocratic. Many 
of the same issues raised in this 
recall election will still exist and 
will be used to attack Governor 
Newsom in that primary. Final-
ly, in the upcoming gubernatorial 
race, accusing all of the opponents 
of being Trumpists won’t, or rath-
er shouldn’t, work. Thus, it is best 
for Newsom to ignore Trump in 
this recall and focus on using it to 
strengthen the case to reelect him 
in the next general election.

by Maddie Papcun
STAFF COLUMNIST
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

Republicans in a race 
provide Newsom 

with an easy election 
strategy. He can avoid 
being pressed on any 

of the reasons state 
voters would vote 

against him if he can 
tie his opponent to 

Trump.

less scary when we remember that 
we have learned it’s all possible. It 
may not be easy, and it defi nitely 
isn’t ideal, but college during a pan-
demic is possible, especially if we 
remain vigilant and smart.  

I’m not advocating for toxic pos-
itivity. I know that it all can seem 
impossible. I understand the prac-
tical, physical, emotional and social 
di�  culties behind continuing ed-
ucation during COVID-19, and the 
frustration that we still aren’t done 
yet. But a mindset of adaptation 
and determination will get us much 
further than an attitude of doom 
and gloom. It’s frustrating to still 
deal with these same issues, espe-
cially with the threats being that of 
public health and safety. But we’ve 
done it before and we can continue 
to do it now as the fall semester be-
gins. In essence, not all of the uni-
versity-sponsored emails claiming 
that this semester we’re going to 
be “back and better than ever!” de-
serve an eye roll. They make a de-
cent point. 

This may be an 
abuse of democracy 

arising from 
allowing no-

fault recalls, but 
unless we want to 
call all abuses of 

democracy coups, it 
is not a coup.

We should apply 
the messages 
of hope and 

perseverance 
that 18 months of 

pandemic life have 
taught us to how 
to continue in the 

future.



@dailycampuslife

Monday, August 30, 2021 • DailyCampus.com 05

‘He’s All T hat’: A cinematic bad bleep 

“Sorry, I have to go watch the 
Addison Rae movie,” I said as I 
jumped out of my friend’s 2014 Toy-
ota Corolla. It was two days before 
move-in day. Not much was packed, 
but it was fi ne. I had time. The only 
thing that mattered was getting to 
my laptop, navigating to Netfl ix’s 
homepage and immersing myself in 
that day’s newest release. 

In my defense, my urge to watch 
“He’s All That” was wholly an act 
of morbid curiosity. After all, I can’t 
think of many people who would 
actually want to view a remake of a 
fi lm they didn’t enjoy.  

When I saw “She’s All That” for 
the fi rst time last summer, I was 
thoroughly disappointed. The ‘90s 
were an era when romance and ro-
mantic comedies thrived in cinema, 
producing a string of iconic master-
pieces like “Clueless,” “10 Things I 
Hate About You” and my personal 
favorite, “Cruel Intentions.” Yet, 
“She’s All That” was truly not all 
that at all. Maybe it’s because I’ve 
already had my fair share of “se-
ducing-character-for-a-bet-but-
eventually-falling-in-love” clichés 
(thank you, Wattpad); however, the 
fi lm ultimately off ered me nothing 
but boredom and a slight fascina-
tion with Rachael Leigh Cook’s hair. 

22 years later, Netfl ix decided 
to release a newer, modernized, 
gender-swapped and much, much 
worse version of “She’s All That” 
starring none other than TikTok 
“star” Addison Rae. While I would 
love to rant about the absurd phe-
nomenon of TikTokers entering 
the entertainment industry, I doubt 
this would be the time or place for 
that. Instead, I will express my re-
gret in admitting this is the second 
time I’ve mentioned a member of 
the Hype House within my journal-
istic portfolio. And I am devastated 
by it. 

Rae plays high school senior 
Padgett Sawyer, a full-time student 
and part-time TikTok infl uencer 
who endures the humiliating event 
of catching boyfriend Jordan Van 
Draanen (Peyton Meyer) cheat-
ing on her while on livestream. 
In a fl urry of emotional distress, 
Padgett fails to realize the fairly 
large snot bubble emerging out of 
her nose during the livestream and 
the next day receives the nickname 
“Bubble Girl” from thousands of 
social media users. In turn, she los-
es a number of her followers and 
has her sponsorship with beauty 
brand “Bunny Venom” dropped. 

Padgett’s initial solution for this 
problem is to win prom queen, 
which right off  the bat is pretty 
laughable, as high school hierarchy 
has never, and hopefully will never, 
correlate with social media pres-
ence. Popular students can under-
standably have large social circles 
on platforms like Instagram and 
Snapchat, but I can assure you that 
seeing a school principal place a 
plastic crown on your head will not 
gain you followers. 

Simultaneously, Padgett’s friend 
Alden (Madison Pettis) challenges 
her to a bet to take any male out-
cast at their school and turn him 
into prom king. Seeing this as an-
other way to rebuild her reputation 
while also getting back at Jordan, 
Padgett agrees and chooses Cam-
eron Kweller (Tanner Buchanan), 
an overly philosophical, anti-social 
media, quirky misanthropic cliché. 

Padgett and Cameron get off  to 
a rocky start, but eventually, their 
relationship blossoms. From there, 
the rest can be easily deduced: they 
learn about each other’s fl aws and 
broken backgrounds, they both de-
velop an emotional connection and 
realize that despite their diff erenc-
es, they are similar in many ways. 
Personally, I don’t mind this plot 
line. Although it has been overused, 
as long as it’s executed well enough, 
it can work. 

Unfortunately, the numerous in-
stances of pure fail prevent me from 
pinpointing exactly where “He’s 
All That” went wrong. Was it the 
ridiculousness of the fi lm’s main 
confl ict? Was it Rae’s Razzie-wor-
thy performance? Was it the fact 
that Cameron started falling in love 
with Padgett while watching her 
sing and dance to “Teenage Dream” 
by Katy Perry (not to mention that 
he went up to sing with her)? Or 
was it the three-minute long off beat 
dance battle that emphasized the 
tragic TikTok-centricity of the fi lm 
altogether? 

In the end, the one redeeming 
element of “He’s All That” is that it 
makes the ‘90s original seem like a 
Best Picture nominee. Because of 
this, I would like to give Rachael 
Leigh Cook my sincerest apolo-
gies, not only for bashing the fi rst 
fi lm but also for her cameo in this 
wretched remake. You deserve bet-
ter. It’s safe to say we all do. 

Rating: 0.5/5 

by Esther Ju
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
esther.ju@uconn.edu

Tik Tok star Addison Rae stars in her first ever feature film, “He’s All That,” playing the roll of Padgett Saw-
yer. The movie premiered as a Netflix original on Friday, Aug. 27. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMBD
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Pop singer Halsey (she/they) re-
leased their fourth studio album, “If I 
Can’t Have Love, I Want Power,” after 
a year-long hiatus. The singer stated 
on their Instagram that the album’s 
concept was based on the joys and 
horrors of pregnancy and childbirth. 
Halsey welcomed their firstborn in 
July and shortly released teasers of a 
film that complements the album.  

When the album is listened to in 
order of track listing the tracks pro-
gressively intensify, and you can’t 
help but keep listening. Halsey is 
known for their unique tone and 
rock-like vocals, even as a pop sing-
er. The sound of the album is similar 
to “Nightmare,” an emo-heavy, met-
al-inspired track the singer released 
in 2019. 

The first track, “The Tradition,” 
is dominated by piano and strings. 
Halsey sings about a woman who is 
bought to be used for male pleasure 
and deprived of happiness. This 
track is eerie but sets the tone for the 
rest of the album.  

“[M]y body has belonged to the 
world in many different ways the 
past few years, and this image is 
my means of reclaiming my auton-
omy and establishing my pride and 
strength as a life force for my human 
being,” Halsey told Variety.  . “The 
Tradition” introduces the eerie and 
dark tone of the record. Similar to 
other tracks, “The Tradition” follows 
the theme of female empowerment 
and independence. 

Listening to “Easier than Lying” 
was an experience. The rapid bass 
and upbeat percussion can catch 
you off guard. Halsey shows their 
versatility with “Easier than Lying.” 
This song is similarly reminiscent of 

“Nightmare” by straying away from 
soft vocals and simple acoustic in-
strumentation. This track relates to 
Halsey’s experience in the music in-
dustry as it makes or breaks an artist. 
They also allude to past toxic rela-
tionships.  

“Girl is a Gun,” the fifth track, is 
about Halsey’s need for love, but they 
feel freer when they are not in a rela-
tionship. Halsey sees more problems 
than blessings in their relationships. 
The hour-long film stars Halsey as 
a queen who is targeted by an abu-
sive king. The film brings the album 
to life, illustrating the physical and 
mental entanglement of sexuality 
and autonomy of pregnancy. The first 
track that appears in the film is “Bells 
in Santa Fe,” which shows the illu-
sion of power differences. Through-
out the film, Halsey’s character tries 
to regain control over fate. They face 
a battle of whether the future will 
be different with the newborn child. 
Tickets went on sale on Tuesday, 
Aug. 3rd for IMAX showings. 

Overall, this album is different 
from what Halsey usually delivers. 
It is not rare for Halsey to stray away 
from her original sound. The “Man-
ic” era was short and sweet. Halsey 
showed her true self through “Man-
ic,” but as a new mother, Halsey 
shares a different perspective of 
growth and vulnerability.  

Honorable mentions: 
“Honey” 
“The Lighthouse” 
“Ya’aburnee” 

by Cindy Lam
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
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Halsey performs at the Grammy Museum in Los An-
geles, CA, on Sept. 23, 2019. Halsey decided to take 
a year-long hiatus from music shortly after this 
performance. PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR CREATIVE COMMONS

Halsey returns to music 
with ‘If I Can’t Have Love, 
I Want Power’ 

R a t e : 
4.5/5 

Halsey releases their fourth studio album “If I Can’t Have Love, I Want Power,” on Saturday, Sept. 27, 2021. 
The album discusses the joys and horrors of pregnancy and childbirth after Halsey gave birth to their 
first-born child in July. PHOTO COURTESY OF @IAMHALSEY ON INSTAGRAM
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CHVRCHES’ ‘Screen Violence’
is genre-bending amazingness 

The album “Screen Violence” exemplifes CHVRCHES synth-pop style, while incorporating other genres 
such as low-fi and chillwave music. This is the bands fourth album, which was released on Friday, August 
27. PHOTO COURTESY OF @CHVRCHES ON INSTAGRAM

Synth-pop band CHVRCHES’ 
fourth album, “Screen Violence,” 
released on Aug. 27, brings eu-
phorically danceable beats with 
unexpected influences from other 
genres. The emergence of lo-fi and 
chillwave music in pop culture is 
definitely present in “Screen Vio-
lence,” in the use of loops to cre-
ate syncopated backbeats and the 
swelling instrumental at the begin-
ning of certain songs, most notably, 
“Asking for a Friend.” This is not 
the first time CHVRCHES amal-
gamated dissonance and reverb in 
their synths; 2018’s “Heaven/Hell” 
incorporated this internet aesthetic, 
making it, once again, commercial. 
However, with the rise of lo-fi sam-
ples gracing TikTok — think 2020’s 
“Death Bed (Coffee for Your Head)” 
by Powfu, featuring Beabadoobee 
and “lo-fi beats” compilations on 
YouTube, --‘Screen Violence’ em-
braces this post-ironic sound in a 
way “Love Is Dead,” CHVRCHES’ 
third album, never could have. 

“Screen Violence” is grittier 
than any of CHVRCHES’ previous 
albums, while still retaining the 
synth-pop aesthetic. “California” 
uses an acoustic guitar and vocaloid 
harmonies without compromis-
ing the quality of lead singer Lau-
ren Eve Mayberry’s natural voice. 
In this sense, “Screen Violence” is 
distinctly synth-pop and not chill-
wave, even though it dabbles in the 
popular microgenre, placing CH-
VRCHES at the familiar intersec-
tion of these two stylistic expres-
sions within electronic dance music 
(EDM), with some rock influences.  

Robert Smith of The Cure’s voice 
alone adds a rock quality in “How 
Not To Drown,” causing the song 
to exist in a liminal space between 
acoustic and electric, though ample 
guitar and bass sections certain-
ly help. Despite the new creative 
direction in other songs on the al-
bum, the most grunge one is defi-
nitely “Better if You Don’t.”’ Pared 
down to Mayberry’s voice, guitar, 
and drums, it features synths at 
one minute and 21 seconds into the 
track. Producing music in this gray 
area between genres is definitely an 

by Samara Karow
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samara.karow@uconn.edu

artistic risk, but an artistic risk ex-
ecuted well. 

Like “Love Is Dead,” “Screen Vi-
olence’” hinges on a theme. While 
CHVRCHES’ third album posited 
that romanticism, as a philosoph-
ical notion, is either overrated or 
not worth idealizing — amplified 
through the blissful terminality of 
“Graffiti” — the fourth album takes 
a deconstructionist lens towards 
film and Hollywood. Mayberry’s 
saccharine soprano expresses cyn-
ical social commentaries, such as, 
“You'll die in California, falling in 
a dream, you let, let go.” The mes-
sages expressed through the poetry 
of these songs evoke a Black Mir-
ror-esque notion: We are subservi-
ent to our screens, trapped in an in-
escapable, dystopian world where 
technology strips us of our agency 
and sense of reality.  

Probably not as horror adjacent 
as, say, metal band Ice Nine Kills, 
or dubstep producer Figure, “Final 
Girl” explicitly comments on tropes 
in the genre when it says, “In the 
final cut, in the final scene, there's 
a final girl and you know that she 
should be screaming.” This could 
be an allegory, evidenced by the 
shift to first-person pronouns in the 
pre-chorus. As she articulated in 
“Heaven/Hell” on her third album, 
Mayberry feels being depicted on a 
screen is damaging to her psyche. 
“Final Girl” is perhaps the best, yet 
most underrated, song on “Screen 
Violence.” It ties in this screens-as-
a-form-of-horror metaphor so suc-
cinctly that Lauren Eve Mayberry 
is to music what Charlie Brooker is 
to television. Of course, “Final Girl” 
has predecessors: The Red Hot 
Chili Peppers told a cautionary tale 
in “Californication” and System of a 
Down espoused a social commen-
tary in “Violent Pornography”’ but 
neither song is as explicitly horrific 
or feminist as CHVRCHES’ song. 
“Final Girl” is socio-politically rel-
evant in both its lyrics and its mu-
sicality, not just because author 
Grady Hendrix released a novel 
about the trope on July 14, but be-
cause listeners have been immersed 
in bedroom pop and social justice 
prior to hearing the song. 

Rating: 9/10 

“Screen Violence” appears on an Amazon Music billboard in Hollywood. CHVRCHES performed on Amazon 
Music’s livestream at 9 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. PHOTO COURTESY OF @CHVRCHES ON INSTAGRAM

“Screen Violence” 

is grittier than any 

of CHVRCHES’ 

previous albums, 

while still retaining 

the synth-pop 

aesthetic. 

“Final Girl” 
is perhaps 
the best, 
yet most 

underrated, 
song on 
“Screen 

Violence.”  
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Photo of the Day | Relaxing after a long welcoming weekend

Crossword

DYK?

Officer Tildy is a sleepy pup at the Resource Fair in the Student Union on Friday morning. The UConn Police Department was one of many booths at the Resource Fair intended to 
offer first-semester students the opportunity to connect with UConn resources. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

If you heat up a magnet, it 
will lose its magnetism.
SMALL AS THEY MAY BE, 
LADYBUGS HAVE A UNIQUE 
SMELL THAT HUMANS ARE 
INCREDIBLY SENSITIVE TO.

FACTS COURTESY THEFACTSITE.COM

Sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE AUGUST 30, 2021

ACROSS
1 To-do list entry
5 Largely seasonal 

Golden Arches 
sandwich

10 Mimicked
14 Not doing much
15 “The Vampire 

Diaries” 
protagonist

16 Sleeveless top, 
briefly

17 Special access 
for celebrities

20 Slender fish
21 Boxer Laila
22 Garfield’s dog 

frenemy
23 Mass 

communication?
26 Fire up, as a 

motor
27 Thumbs-up vote
28 Superman foe 

Luthor
31 Fill drink orders
35 Navigational aid 

letters
38 Winter glider
40 Greet at the door
41 Well-organized
42 Presidential 

biographer __ 
Kearns Goodwin

44 Ctrl-__-Del
45 Heats, as water 

for pasta
46 Popular Chinese 

takeout dish
49 Praise highly
50 Freeway vehicles
51 Markdowns, and 

what 17-, 23- and 
46-Across all 
exhibit

55 Modern hotel 
amenity

58 Word from the 
Yiddish for 
“expert”

59 Stereotypical 
techie

63 Fencing sword
64 Like milk on the 

floor
65 Nabisco cookie
66 “Easy __ it”
67 Screams
68 Negotiator’s asset

DOWN
1 Helpful hint
2 Madison Ave. 

figure

3 More cunning
4 Body armor fiber
5 Got together with
6 Easily 

understood
7 Film spools
8 Concave navel
9 Softball club

10 Northeasternmost 
U.S. national 
park

11 Terrified reaction
12 Game show host, 

e.g.
13 Fizzle out
18 To date
19 Mars explorer
24 Pre-holiday 

nights
25 “Late Night” 

actress Amy
28 Hallucinogenic 

drug
29 Skip the big 

wedding, maybe
30 It’s a copy and a 

company
32 At hand
33 Shop with a slicer
34 Quick meal
35 Company with a 

spokeslizard
36 Goes white from 

fright

37 Ave. crossers
39 Desserts topped 

with gummy 
worms

41 “Wrong-o!”
43 Chocolate-and-

toffee bar
45 Champagne 

variety
47 Weak, as an 

excuse
48 Discourages
52 Magician’s garb

53 Bad to the  
bone

54 Solar panel 
component

55 Tied the knot
56 Debut on the 

NYSE
57 Consultant’s 

payment
60 Named time  

span
61 Remote button
62 Speck in a URL

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By C.C. Burnikel 8/30/21
Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

8/30/21

COMIC BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Solution to Saturday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

8/30/21
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Lake Superior: Michigan beats 
Ohio for Little League title

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. (AP) — Twice, Jack-
son Surma walked to the plate with runners in scor-
ing position in the biggest game of his young life. Both 
times he delivered.

Jackson drove in four runs and Ethan Van Belle 
struck out eight as Michigan beat Ohio 5-2 on Sunday 
in the championship game of the Little League World 
Series.

“The first one, I knew I had runners on second and 
third,” Jackson said. “There weren’t two outs, so I 
needed just something in play. He threw me a curve-
ball, I sat on it and drove it to left. The second one, he 
threw me a high fastball and I went up there and got it.”

The team from Taylor North Little League delivered 
the first LLWS title for the state of Michigan since 1959 
when Hamtramck National Little League won it all.

“We’re just excited we’re mentioned with them,” 
manager Rick Thorning said. “To be in that group and 
say that a team from Michigan won the LLWS, it still 
doesn’t sound right when you say it.”

Both Michigan and Ohio are from the Great Lakes, 
marking the only time clubs from the same region 
played in the championship. That was because inter-
national teams didn’t compete in the LLWS for the first 
time since 1975, due to travel restrictions caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Little League allowed two squads 
from each U.S. region to fill out the 16-team field.

The pandemic also led to tight restrictions on atten-
dance, with just 1,017 the in stands on Sunday. The fa-
mous sliding hill behind Lamade Stadium was mostly 
empty.

Michigan jumped out to a three-run lead in the first 
after Jackson’s two-run single and an RBI groundout 
by Jakob Furkas. Jackson’s next clutch hit, a single to 
center, came in the fifth.

Ohio had plenty of chances. It loaded the bases in 
the first on a pair of walks and a single by JJ Vogel, but 
Ethan struck out Levi Smith with two out to end the 
threat.

The team from West Side Little League in Hamilton, 
Ohio, juiced the bases again in the third with nobody 
out. The next two batters struck out looking before 
Chance Retherford was picked off at third base as he 
headed toward the dugout after strike two.

Ohio got its first run in the second. Chase Moak led 
off with a triple and Cooper Clay singled him home to 

bring the score to 3-1.
Gavin Ulin came in to relieve Ethan in the fifth and 

got into a jam himself with runners on first and second 
with one out. He induced a double-play grounder to 
emerge unscathed.

In the sixth, Ohio loaded the bases again, as Gavin 
hit two of the batters, then walked in a run. But Chance 
flew out to center to end the game.

“I was a little nervous at the end. It was a great feel-
ing after I got out of it,” Gavin said. “When I hit that kid 
(to load the bases) and then I had to face their best hit-
ter in the lineup, I was a little worried there. But once I 
got out of it, got him to pop it up, I was so happy.

“It’s beyond words.”

LONDON (AP) — Jacques Rog-
ge approached the job of running 
the Olympics the same way he ap-
proached his work as a physician: 
Listen, analyze and consult.

Before taking over as president 
of the International Olympic Com-
mittee, Rogge, whose death was 
announced Sunday, was an ortho-
pedic surgeon who saw 5,000 pa-
tients and performed 800 opera-
tions a year at his medical practice 
in Ghent, Belgium.

Rogge’s medical background 
heavily influenced his leadership 
style during his 12-year reign in the 
most powerful post in internation-
al sports, bringing stability and a 
steady hand to the IOC after its 
worst ethics scandal. He also pur-
sued a hard line against doping as 
IOC president.

While his predecessor, Spaniard 
Juan Antonio Samaranch, operated 
in an autocratic and secretive fash-
ion, Rogge embraced a more open, 
democratic and collegial style. 
Measured and unpretentious, he 
described himself as a “sober” lead-
er.

“In medicine, you first listen to 
your patient. You listen to what he 
has to tell you, then you do the ex-
amination, you analyze, then you 
make a diagnosis, then you come 
up with the treatment,” Rogge said 
in an interview with The Associat-
ed Press in 2002.

“I’m definitely a listener. I con-
sult with people and try to make an 
analysis. I won’t do it alone. I’m a 
team worker.”

The IOC announced his death 
without giving details. Rogge’s 
health had visibly declined when 
he attended Olympic events since 
his presidency ended in 2013.

“First and foremost, Jacques 
loved sport and being with athletes 

— and he transmitted this pas-
sion to everyone who knew him,” 
Thomas Bach, Rogge’s successor 
as president, said in an IOC state-
ment. “His joy in sport was infec-
tious.”

A three-time Olympian in sail-
ing, Rogge earned praise for his 
calm in the often turbulent world 
of Olympic politics but also faced 
outside criticism for not being 
tough enough on human rights is-
sues with China and Russia.

He managed a steady growth 
in IOC revenues, even during the 
global economic crisis; made peace 
with the U.S. Olympic Committee 
after years of bitter squabbling over 
money-sharing; and — in what he 
considered his personal legacy — 
created the Youth Olympics.

Under Rogge’s watch, the IOC 
took the Olympics to new coun-
tries and continents — awarding 
the first Summer Games to South 
America (Rio de Janeiro in 2016) 
and the first Winter Games to Rus-
sia (Sochi 2014) and South Korea 
(Pyeongchang 2018).

“I hope that people, with time, 
will consider that I did a good job 
for the IOC,” the understated Rog-
ge said in an interview with the 
AP before stepping down in 2013. 
“That’s what you legitimately want 
to be remembered for.”

Jacques Rogge, IOC president for 12 
years, dies at 79

Fans head back to stadiums, some with 
vax cards and masks

 (AP) — College football fans headed back into stadiums 
Saturday, some of them for the first time in two years. Along 
with binoculars, sunscreen and other essentials, some packed 
face masks and proof of vaccination.

With the availability of COVID-19 vaccines, the pomp and 
pageantry of fall Saturdays are expected to return in all their 
glory nearly everywhere across the country.

As far as Nebraska fan Capp Anson of Omaha is concerned, 
it beats the alternative. Last season, the Big Ten and Pac-12 
allowed no fans and ACC, Big 12 and SEC teams limited stadi-
um attendance to a fraction of their vast capacities.

“It’s nice to be able to sit and watch it on a big screen TV at 
home and have the bathroom by you or go grab a cold beer if 
you need to, but to me there’s nothing like the experiences at 
the stadium,” he said. “It brings out a good time for sure.”

Anson’s Cornhuskers were among the handful of teams 
kicking off their seasons Saturday, losing 30-22 at Illinois in 
front of 41,064. New Illini coach Bret Bielema said his players 
felt a strong vibe from the fans during the team’s traditional 
Illini Walk through the Grange Grove tailgating area.

“I appreciate everybody that came out and made this hap-
pen today,” Bielema said. “I thought our players really reacted 
to that and during the course of the game you really felt them. 
It had been so long since they were able to feel a crowd. Even 
though it wasn’t totally sold out, it was definitely an energetic 
crowd.”

There wasn’t quite as much electricity at the Rose Bowl, 
where the announced crowd was 32,982 for UCLA’s 44-10 win 
over Hawaii. It was the second-lowest attendance at the Rose 
Bowl since the Bruins started playing there in 1982.

Fans tailgated and took in the UCLA band’s pregame per-
formance at the Fan Zone. Many fans tried to go to the top 
level of the stadium, where there was shade from the score-
board, trees and press box.

The crowd was held down by 95-degree heat in Los Ange-
les, a noon-hour kickoff, an undistinguished opponent and 
the fact students haven’t returned to school.

It also didn’t help that UCLA has not had a winning season 
since 2015 and coach Chip Kelly came in 0-6 in non-confer-
ence games.

Schools are eager to fill seats again after the massive finan-
cial hits they took in 2020.

Power Five teams bring in an average of $18.6 million an-
nually from football ticket sales in a typical year, according to 
research by Patrick Rishe, director of the Business of Sports 
Program at Washington University in St. Louis. Top teams 
that play in the biggest stadiums generate more than twice 
that.

Rishe said he expects the surge in COVID-19 cases tied to 
the more easily transmissible delta variant to prevent a full 
return to normal. He noted most college football season tick-
et holders are over 50, a group more susceptible to becoming 
seriously ill.

“I don’t expect revenues will return to pre-pandemic levels 
even in the best of circumstances this year,” Rishe said.

Hawaii will not allow fans when it hosts Portland State 
next week because of a Honolulu ordinance barring large 
outdoor gatherings. No other school has announced an atten-
dance limit, though specific attendance rules differ across the 
country.

San Jose State asked fans to show proof of vaccination 
when they entered the stadium for a game against Southern 
Utah. Unvaccinated fans, or those who can’t prove they’ve 
been vaccinated, were let in but were required to wear masks 
at all times.

LSU, Oregon, Oregon State and Tulane have announced 
proof-of-vaccination requirements starting with their home 
openers next month. LSU will allow unvaccinated fans the 
option of showing proof of a negative COVID-19 test in the 
previous 72 hours.

The Oregon schools and Tulane also mandate fans wear 
face coverings at all times, even though they play outdoors. 
Many schools have told fans they must wear masks while in-
doors at their stadiums.

Daniel Rascher, director of academic programs for the 
Sport Management Program at the University of San Francis-
co, said people might be turned off by the screening process 
when coupled with delays caused by fans new to digital tick-
eting fumbling with smartphones to display barcodes.

“They don’t want to wait in line, or some of the fans aren’t 
vaccinated and don’t want to go out and get a COVID test and 
bring it with them,” Rascher said. “You have to show your 
card or QR code and I don’t know if the schools are equipped 
to quickly scan that. You’re probably going to see the dip in 
demand because people don’t want to deal with it.”

Of 10 fans interviewed by The Associated Press, six said 
they have no hesitancy about returning to stadiums, even 
amid a spike in virus cases across the nation. Three said the 
risk of contracting COVID-19 is in the back of their minds, 
and one said he is taking a wait-and-see approach before de-
ciding whether to go to games. All said they are vaccinated.

Eric Boggs of Edmond, Oklahoma, said he plans to attend 
games at Nebraska, Oklahoma and Oklahoma State this year. 
Boggs said even though he’s vaccinated, seeing pictures of 
more than 90,000 people at the Aug. 14 Garth Brooks concert 
at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln, Nebraska, gave him pause.

“I’ll still go,” Boggs said. “I just don’t know yet if I will wear 
a mask. I’ll probably have one in the pocket. It makes you re-
think it a little bit when you start seeing the pictures and the 
numbers and stuff like that.”

Alabama and Auburn are in a state with one of the lowest 
vaccination rates in the country and rabid fan bases. Neither 
has announced stadium screenings or mask requirements, 
though Crimson Tide coach Nick Saban has been among 
those urging vaccinations.

Alabama State Health Officer Scott Harris said it’s concern-
ing that fans will be gathering in stadiums soon.

“Outdoor events are safer in general than indoor events 
but having hundreds of thousands of people getting to-
gether during a pandemic is going to result in some disease 
transmission,” Harris said. “We hope people are vaccinated 
enough that that can be minimized, but with really large-scale 
outbreaks going on, you wonder how long those stadiums are 
going to stay full.”

“I’m definitely a 
listener. I consult with 
people and try to make 

an analysis. I won’t 
do it alone. I’m a team 

worker.”
IOC PRESIDENT JACQUES ROGGE

“It’s nice to be able to sit and watch it on a big- 
screen TV at home and have the bathroom by 
you or grab a cold beer if you need to, but to 
me there’s nothing like the experiences at the 
stadium. It brings out a good time for sure.”

BRET BEILEMA

“They don’t want to wait in line, or 
some of the fans aren’t vaccinated and 
don’t want to go out and get a COVID 

test and bring it with them, you have to 
show your QR code and I don’t know if 
the schools are equipped t0 quickly scan 
that. You’re probably going to see a dip 
in demand because people don’t want to 

deal with it.”
DANIEL RASCHER

Taylor, Mich.’s Ethan Van Belle delivers during the 
first inning of the Little League World Series Cham-
pionship baseball game. PHOTO BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

Taylor, Mich.’s Jackson Surma (22) hits a double off 
Hamilton, Ohio’s Chance Retherford, driving in two 
runs, during the first inning. PHOTO BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

Security reminds fans to mask up before entering Sanford 
Stadium. PHOTO BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gwyneth Schoenbaum, left, and Maddy Perdue play corn 
hole while tailgating outside of the Rose Bowl.  PHOTO BY ASSO-
CIATED PRESS
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Photo of the Day | Cheering on the Huskies from the sidelines

The Goal Patrol cheers on the UConn soccer team in the pre-renovation Morrone Stadium. The men’s and women’s soccer teams began their season in the newly reno-
vated stadium. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

US OPEN 2021: Fans back; some 
stars out; line judges leave

Sanborn leads 
defense, guides 
brother for No. 12 
Wisconsin

NEW YORK (AP) — Daniil Med-
vedev can off er a unique perspective 
on U.S. Open spectators: During his 
run to the fi nal two years ago, he 
transformed from a “hated villain” 
who taunted the paying customers 
to a “fan favorite” backed by rau-
cous support from some of those 
same folks.

So the second-seeded Russian, 

twice a Grand Slam runner-up, is as 
eager as anyone to see what things 
will be like Monday night when he 
steps into Arthur Ashe Stadium on 
Day 1 of the tournament.

Ticket holders were barred in 
2020 because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, but the stands will be at 
100% capacity again.

“It’s going to be funny on my fi rst 
match to see how the crowd reacts 
to see me back in New York with 
fans here. I just hope, because it 
fi nished on a good note, it’s going to 
continue the same way,” said Med-
vedev, who faces Richard Gasquet 

on Day 1. “I love a New York 
crowd. It was (an) amazing expe-
rience in 2019, in every aspect. I’m 
just curious to see what it’s going to 
be like.”

Back then, Medvedev was jeered 
in Week 1 for his on-court behav-
ior — and trolled his detractors by 
sarcastically thanking them, saying 
their vitriol was why he won — but 
by Week 2, the seats were packed 
with people pulling for him during 
a fi ve-set loss to Rafael Nadal in the 
title match.

This time around, everyone 12 
and older must show proof of at 
least one dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine to enter the National Tennis 
Center — a change in policy an-

nounced Friday.
Players don’t need to be vaccinat-

ed; about half are, according to the 
ATP and WTA tours).

The U.S. Open is the fi rst tennis 
major allowing fans at full capaci-
ty for the full two weeks since the 
Australian Open in January-Febru-
ary 2020.

“Having fans back is a total de-

light. It’s a treat. ... Especially New 
Yorkers. I mean, what better fans to 
have for our fi rst 100% go than the 
local New York crowd?” said Reilly 
Opelka, an American seeded 22nd. 
“That’s what makes the U.S. Open 
the U.S. Open. That’s what makes 
sports in New York so iconic. That’s 
why the Yankees are a legendary 
team, the Knicks, as well. It’s the 
fans, the fan base, the culture of 
New York, New Yorkers.”

DJOKOVIC’S SHOT AT HISTO-
RY

One on-court storyline out-
weighs all others: Novak Djokovic 
aims to make history in two sig-
nifi cant ways at the U.S. Open. He 
can become the fi rst man since Rod 
Laver in 1969 to win all four Grand 
Slam singles titles in a season and 
he can break the men’s record of 20 
career majors he shares with Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal.

“That would be incredible to wit-
ness,” said Casper Ruud, a Norwe-
gian who is seeded No. 8. “He has 
127 players that will try to stop him, 
of course, but he’s still the favorite.”

Federer and Nadal are done for 
the year with injuries, part of a 
signifi cant list of absentees that 
includes 2020 champion Dominic 

Thiem and sisters Serena and Ve-
nus Williams.

For the women, contenders in-
clude two-time champion Naomi 
Osaka, who returns to Grand Slam 
action after a mental health break, 
and No. 1 Ash Barty. On Sunday, 
Osaka posted some thoughts on 
social media about self-worth, say-
ing, “internally I think I’m never 
good enough,” that she’s “gonna 
try to celebrate myself and my ac-
complishments more, I think we all 
should” and that she “can’t burden 
myself with (others’) expectations 
anymore.”

Djokovic’s challengers include a 
quartet of 20-something Slam run-
ners-up seeking a fi rst major tro-
phy: Medvedev, Stefanos Tsitsipas, 
Alexander Zverev and Matteo Ber-
rettini.

“The guard is defi nitely chang-
ing,” American Frances Tiafoe said, 
looking at the future of men’s tennis 
with Federer at age 40, Nadal at 35 
and Djokovic at 34. “It’s a matter of 
who’s going to take it.”

MENTAL HEALTH

By speaking about her own anxi-
ety and depression, Osaka drew put 
a spotlight on the issue of mental 
health. More players are discussing 
it openly, and the U.S. Tennis Asso-
ciation is making some changes.

Players have access to licensed 
mental health providers and qui-
et rooms as part of an initiative “to 
make mental health services as 
readily available to athletes as ser-
vices for a sprained ankle,” said Dr. 
Brian Hainline, a USTA fi rst vice 
president.

The USTA also said it will look 
at alternatives for athletes who cite 
mental health as a reason for not 
wanting to attend news confer-
ences.

JUDGMENT-FREE ZONE

There won’t be line judges at 
the U.S. Open this year, just chair 
umpires, with Hawk-Eye Live 
electronic line-calling used for all 
courts.

Last year, only the two main 
courts had line judges, Arthur 
Ashe Stadium and Louis Arm-
strong Stadium. During a match at 
Ashe against Pablo Carreño Busta, 
Djokovic was disqualifi ed for hit-
ting a ball that inadvertently struck 
a line judge in the throat after a 
game ended.

Naomi Osaka, of Japan, returns a shot to Victoria Azarenka, of Belarus, 
during the women’s singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships in 
New York, on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020 photo. PHOTO BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

“Having fans back is 
a total delight. It’s a 

treat.”
REILLY OPELKA

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Wis-
consin linebacker Jack Sanborn 
was making an impression in team 
meetings long before he started 
making plays on the fi eld.

Now he’s making his presence felt 
in every respect as the top return-
ing tackler on a defense that again 
should rank among the nation’s 
best.

Sanborn collected a team-high 
52 tackles last season to help Wis-
consin place fi fth nationally in total 
defense and tie for ninth in scoring 
defense. He will lead Wisconsin’s 
defense again when the 12th-ranked 
Badgers open their season Saturday 
by hosting No. 19 Penn State.

“He’s done everything we’ve 
asked him to do since he stepped on 
campus,” defensive coordinator Jim 
Leonhard said. “The results have 
shown on the fi eld.”

That includes his freshman sea-
son, when Sanborn was fi lling a re-
serve role but already showcasing 
his head for the game.

Wisconsin inside linebackers 
coach Bob Bostad remembers how 
a young Sanborn quickly picked up 
on everything he was getting taught 
to such an extent that even his older 
teammates could sense the fresh-
man knew his stuff .

“I just love the game,” Sanborn 
said. “You always hear about how 
much of a mental game football is. 
If you can be great at that side of 
the game, it can open up a lot of op-
portunities for you and let you play 
free.”

Sanborn has worked on that by 
speaking freely in meetings, asking 
questions about schemes and dis-
cussing what should be done in spe-
cifi c circumstances.

“He’s almost like a mini-coach,” 
linebacker Leo Chenal said.

This year, Sanborn also will get 
to continue coaching his younger 
brother, Wisconsin freshman line-

backer Bryan Sanborn.
“We’re obviously at diff erent 

points in our careers, but I hope 
that I can help him just like a bunch 
of the older guys helped me when I 
was a freshman,” Sanborn said.

That mentorship has been going 
on in one form or another for sever-
al years.

Bryan Sanborn says Jack often 
would watch tapes of his high school 
games and give him advice on what 

“They told me to push 
harder when I was 

giving up. They were 
like my father figures.”

BRYAN SANBORN

he could do in particular situations.
“Being able to learn from him is 

just amazing access for me and all 
the younger guys in the linebacker 
room,” Bryan Sanborn said.

Long before that, they’d square off  
with each other as they grew up in 
suburban Chicago. Their compet-
ing never really stopped and carried 
over to various sports.

“I can remember Jack pitching a 
ball to Bryan, and Jack was maybe 
eight and Bryan is fi ve,” said their 
mother, Malinda Sanborn. “And he’s 
whipping this ball... with no face 
protection, nothing, He’s like, ‘Mom, 
he’s fi ne. He can do it.’“

Jack, Bryan and the oldest San-
born brother – Steven, now 24 – 
leaned on each other after the death 
of their father, former Oregon off en-
sive lineman Paul Sanborn. Jack was 
only four when his dad died.

“They looked after me,” Bryan 
Sanborn said. “They told me to push 
harder when I was giving up. They 
were like my father fi gures.”

The siblings also say they owe 
plenty to their mother.

“She pushed us to accomplish our 
dreams,” Bryan Sanborn said. “She 
told us to always dream big. Don’t 
ever give up.”

Jack and Bryan Sanborn already 
have accomplished one goal by get-
ting to this point. Jack has set quite 
the benchmark for his younger 
brother to follow by leading Wis-
consin in tackles each of the last two 
seasons. His goal this year is to pro-
duce more big plays.

“On the fi eld, in meetings or work-
outs, he’s a tremendous example,” 
head coach Paul Chryst said. “You 
point to how you want to approach 
it, he’s got that. He brings an ener-
gy along with it. He’s doing it in his 
style. There’s no question that he’s 
one of our leaders.”

He could continue Wisconsin’s 
penchant for producing NFL line-
backers. Eight inside or outside 
linebackers from Wisconsin have 
been drafted since 2016, including 
Pro Bowl selections T.J. Watt and Joe 
Schobert.

“It’s a tradition here,” Jack San-
born said. “Every year we’re just re-
loading talent at linebacker.”

Sanborn’s eager to join that list of 
Wisconsin linebackers in the NFL. 
Perhaps his guidance will eventual-
ly help his younger brother get there 
as well.

“They told me to push 
harder when I was 

growing up. They were 
like my father figures.”

BRYAN SANBORN
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MAD Lions: Creating a legacy live 
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

There are few teams that have con-
quered European League of Legends. 
There are the ones who have sat on 
top for as long as anyone can remem-
ber: Fnatic and G2. But for those 40 
players who do not play for one of 
those rosters, the mountaintop is gen-
erally unconquerable.  

Teams have come close: Unicorns 
of Love, Misfi ts, Alliance, MAD Li-
ons. Teams have even won, had those 
moments standing at the top of the 
cliff  as the winners. But none of them 
have managed the kind of lasting leg-
acy that Fnatic and G2 have excelled at 
creating.  

Before this year, G2 had never 
missed a Worlds since they had a 
team, while Fnatic, after winning the 
fi rst Worlds, missed just one in the 
last fi ve years and two overall. They 
are the perennial favorites, the teams 
that no matter their current standings 
can be expected to show up eventu-
ally, be it in the regular season or in 
playoff s or in the fi nals. 

But this year, things were diff erent. 
It was the newer teams, MAD Lions 
and Rogue, who crept up and up and 
up in the standings. They were sec-
ond and third in the Spring regular 
season and in the Summer. But what 
was more important was the perfor-
mance that MAD had in the playoff s, 
in the time when usually hopes were 
dashed by the G2s and Fnatics of the 
world. 

MAD has kept winning. With no 
crowd due to COVID-19; as a new-
er team MAD has almost always 
played with no fans in the stadium. 
The rookie team’s increasing popu-
larity and power couldn’t be heard, 
couldn’t be tracked. And yet perhaps 
that was what did in the likes of Fnat-
ic and G2, the teams who for every 
year have the homefi eld advantage. 

Or perhaps this time MAD was 
better than the teams who came be-
fore, better than Rogue, than UOL, 
than SK Gaming. Good enough to not 
just challenge G2, fi rst in the Spring 
playoff s of last year then again mul-
tiple times in best-of-fi ves this year, 
but good enough to beat them too.  

MAD could not even be deterred 
by Fnatic’s own miracle run; the team 
scraped through the lower bracket 
with narrow 3-2 victories over Vi-
tality, Misfi ts and then, in the low-
er bracket quarterfi nal for a spot at 
Worlds, G2.  

Fnatic felt unbeatable; they defeat-
ed a surging Rogue for the second 
seed on Saturday, escaping the pres-
sure of the play-ins stage that defeat-
ed MAD Lions last year and secured 
the main event once again. For a team 
that once stood on the Finals stage, 
somehow simply making it through 
to Worlds felt like an overachieve-
ment after a diffi  cult season. 

But despite the miracle run, de-
spite history, despite expectations, 
MAD stood strong in the face of 
history and defeated the seven-time 

LEC/EULCS champions in a 3-1 bat-
tle that often didn’t look close.  

Perhaps the most frightening thing 
about this team of rejects and rookies 
is that of Armut and Elyoya, who have 
never lost a playoff  series in the LEC, 
of Humanoid who has played since 
2015 but just now seems to have found 
his place on a championship roster, of 
Carzzy and Kaiser who suff ered such 
humiliating defeat in the playins last 
year and came back better for it, is that 
they often feel like they are still so far 
from the ceiling. This is still primarily 
a team of fi rst and second year play-
ers, players who could still massively 
improve over the next few years. 

And so this year, Fnatic will be go-
ing with Rogue and MAD to Worlds 
to attempt to continue their legacy; 
but for the fi rst time in a long time, 
neither Fnatic nor G2 will be Europe’s 
hope. Instead, that falls to the young, 
as MAD look poised to shatter the 
legacy of last year’s defeat and put on 
a show on home soil.

The MAD Lions’ official logo. They won the LEC playoffs and qualified 
for the Eurpopen irst seed for the world championships. PHOTO COURTESY 
OF GGSCORE

Despite the miracle run, 
despite expectations, 
MAD stood strong in 
the face of history and 

defeated the seven-
time LEC/EULCS 
champions in a 3-1 

battle that often didn’t 
look close.”

Patrick Wisdom, Alec Mills lead Cubs past White Sox 7-0
CHICAGO (AP) — With every 

long drive, every sharp play in 
the field, Patrick Wisdom is mak-
ing the most of his best big league 
opportunity with the Chicago 
Cubs.

Wisdom backed Alec Mills 
with two more homers and the 
Cubs beat the Chicago White Sox 
for the first time this season, win-
ning 7-0 on Saturday night.

“What he’s doing is so impres-
sive,” Cubs manager David Ross 
said. “When he touches the ball, 
it just doesn’t come down. It ex-
plodes off his bat.”

Rafael Ortega connected for a 
grand slam against Lance Lynn 
as the fourth-place Cubs im-
proved to 6-19 in August. They 
dropped their first four games 
against the crosstown White Sox 
this year, including an ugly 17-13 
loss Friday night.

Mills (6-6) worked into the 
ninth inning in his first win since 
Aug. 4. He left with one out and 
runners on first and second, and 
Codi Heuer finished the four-hit-
ter against his former team.

Wisdom hit solo drives in the 
fourth and fifth innings in his 
fourth career multihomer game 
— all coming this season. He also 
went deep twice Friday night on 
his 30th birthday.

According to the Elias Sports 
Bureau, he became the first rook-
ie in franchise history to post 
consecutive multihomer games.

“I think it’s just kind of slowing 
things down, you know, taking 
it pitch by pitch,” said Wisdom, 
who also robbed Tim Anderson 
of a hit with a nice play at third in 
the third. “I get frustrated with a 
certain at-bat and I got to flush it 
and move on.”

Wisdom has seven homers in 
his last eight games overall and 
25 — tops among NL rookies — in 

Chicago Cubs starting pitcher Alec Mills throws against the Chicago White Sox during the first inning  in 
Chicago, Saturday, Aug. 28, 2021. PHOTO BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

Chicago White Sox starting pitcher Lance Lynn wipes his face as 
he walks to the dugout during the fourth inning of a baseball game 
against the Chicago Cubs in Chicago, Saturday, Aug. 28, 2021. PHOTO BY 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

“Over the course of the 
year I’ve been able to 
make pitches when I 

needed to. Tonight wan’t 
one of those nights.”

LANCE LYNN

“When he touches the 
ball, it just doesn’t come 
down. It explodes off his 

bat.”
DAVID ROSS

“I get frustrated with a 
certain at bat and I got 

to flush it and move on.”
PATRICK WISDOM

“I have been the weakest 
starter in the rotation 
for much of the year.”

DALLAS KEUCHEL

“Sixth, seventh, eighth, 
and he didn’t have 

many pitches. He was 
attacking the strike 

zone.”
TONY LA RUSSA

82 games on the year. He had four 
homers in 43 big league games 
coming into this season.

“I mean it’s unbelievable,” 
Mills said. “Obviously, you know 
I think in other spots he wasn’t 
given the most chances. In a sit-
uation like this, given everyday 
playing time and stuff, it’s special 
to watch.”

The White Sox had won three 
of four, scoring in double digits 
in consecutive games for the first 
time since April 2017. But the AL 
Central leaders were shut down 
by Mills in by far his best outing 
of the year.

The 29-year-old right-hander 
struck out three and walked 
two. He threw 103 pitches, 59 for 
strikes.

He had lost his last two starts, 
yielding nine runs and 19 hits in 
9 2/3 innings.

“I think you’ve got to give cred-
it to Mills,” White Sox manager 
Tony La Russa said. “Sixth, sev-
enth, eighth, and he didn’t have 
many pitches. He was attacking 
the strike zone.”

After Wisdom connected in 
the fourth, the Cubs loaded the 
bases on two walks and Robin-
son Chirinos’ single. Ortega then 
drove an 0-2 pitch from Lynn 
deep to right for his eighth homer 
of the season and No. 11 in 216 big 
league games overall.

It was the second career slam 
for Ortega, who also hit one for 
the Braves against the Dodgers 
on Aug. 18, 2019.

Lynn (10-4) allowed a sea-
son-high seven runs in five in-
nings in his first loss since June 
19. The All-Star right-hander 
struck out seven and walked two.

“Over the course of the year I’ve 
been able to make pitches when I 
needed to. Tonight wasn’t one of 
those nights,” Lynn said.

“Every once in a while you need 
a slap in the face to get yourself 

going, and tonight was definitely 
one of those.”

STRUGGLING KEUCHEL

Dallas Keuchel needs a strong 
finish to earn a spot in a possible 
playoff rotation for the White Sox 
— and he knows it. The veteran 
left-hander is 2-5 with a 6.79 ERA 
in his last 10 starts.

“I have been the weakest start-
er in the rotation for much of the 

year,” Keuchel said a day after 
he was tagged for six runs in the 
first inning against the Cubs.

TRAINER’S ROOM

Cubs: INF David Bote was 
placed on the 10-day injured list 
after he sprained his right ankle 
when he stepped on a ball during 
batting practice. Bote got hurt 
before Friday’s loss to the White 
Sox. INF Alfonso Rivas and RHP 
Scott Effross were promoted 
from Triple-A Iowa, and RHPs 
Ryan Meisinger and Jake Jewell 
were designated for assignment. 
... C Willson Contreras (sprained 

right knee) threw, hit, ran the 
bases and caught a bullpen ses-
sion. Ross said he’ll probably 
head out early next week for a re-
hab assignment. ... RHP Adbert 
Alzolay (left hamstring strain) 
threw a bullpen session.

UP NEXT

Right-handers Kyle Hendricks 
(14-5, 4.09 ERA) and Dylan Cease 
(10-6, 3.92 ERA) pitch in the se-
ries finale Sunday. Hendricks is 
coming off a no-decision against 
Colorado, working seven innings 
of four-run ball in the Cubs’ 6-4 
victory. Cease is 3-0 with a 3.09 
ERA over his last six starts for 
the White Sox, striking out 45 in 
35 innings.
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept
@Uconn
Finally we get to give #UConn24 the long 
overdue welcome they deserved! #HuskyWOW

T
W

E
E

T
S

 O
F 

T
H

E
 D

A
Y

IN
S

TA
G

R
A

M
 O

F 
T

H
E

 D
A

Y

Barstool Sports
@barstoolsports
Uconn hasn’t played football in 637 days 
but they picked up right where they left 
off: not being able to tackle 

Average Guy
@wingedbeaver
They play sports at UCONN?

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.vs.

Women’s Soccer 
Sunday

1 4

Field Hockey, Friday, 6 p.m.
George J. Sherman Family Sports Complex

vs.

Women’s Volleyball; Friday, 7 p.m.
Harry A. Gampel Pavillion 

vs.

Women’s Volleyball; Friday, 7 p.m.

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Field Hockey: No. 6 Huskies bounce back 
against tough competition 
by Jonathan Synott
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Opening weekend didn’t start 
the way the Huskies are used to. 

After 19 straight season-open-
ing victories, No. 6 UConn fell to 
No. 4 Northwestern 4-0 on Fri-
day. Their last opening loss came 
at the hands of Hofstra back in 
2002. This game marks the Hus-
kies’ first loss to the Wildcats 
in seven matchups, spanning 
as early as 1983 and as recent as 
2019. 

This game wasn’t particularly 
close, as Northwestern dominat-
ed for the full 60 minutes, having 
14 shots on goal to the Huskies’ 
two. They also drew nine penal-
ty corners, while UConn had just 
three. 

The Huskies’ defense seemed 
to hold up the relentless Wildcat 
offense towards the beginning of 
the match, but two quick goals 
at the 17- and 20-minute marks 
by Bente Baekers and Peyton 
Halsey put Northwestern in 
the driver’s seat. They chipped 
away for the rest of the game, 
tallying two more in the second 
half. Redshirt senior Cheyenne 
Sprecher had a busy day for the 
Huskies, racking up seven saves 
to four goals allowed. Preseason 
all-conference senior Abby Goo-
derham had the only two shots 
on goal. 

Four different players had 
their debut as Huskies on Fri-
day, with freshmen Sophia Ugo 

Football Recap: Hope dashed in UConn football’s opening game

and Nanne Eijkman getting the 
start, as well as freshman Madi 
Herb and transfer sophomore 
Madison DiPietro coming off the 
bench. 

Northwestern had a very strong 
showing, especially considering 
they were down five starters, all 
competing for Team USA in the 
Junior Pan American Games. 
As far as competition goes, this 
team is up there with the best, as 
they reached the quarterfinals of 
the NCAA Tournament this past 
spring. Despite the loss, UConn 
should be more prepared for this 
tough competition in the future. 

Despite such a dominating 
loss, UConn bounced back al-
most immediately in their second 
match of the weekend against No. 
21 Miami. Two first-half goals by 
McKenna Sergi and Erica Sol-
omen set the pace for the game. 
Despite a goal by Negrette Gar-

cia in the 47th minute to make it 
a one-point contest, the Huskies 
were able to hang on for the win. 

The game got a little too close 
for comfort towards the end, 
with the UConn defense getting 
a lot of work in the last few min-
utes. In the last 25 seconds alone, 
there were two Miami corners 
that were brilliantly defended to 
secure the Huskies’ first win.  

After suffering a crushing loss 

As far as competition 
goes, this team is up 
there with the best, 
as they reached the 
quarterfinals of the 

NCAA Tournament this 
past spring. Despite the 
loss, UConn should be 
more prepared for this 

tough competition in the 
future.

in the first game, they showed 
their resilience by being a com-
pletely different team in the sec-
ond match. While this team may 
hit some bumps in the road this 
season, it won’t lose their fight, 
which makes them a very fun 
team to watch, especially come 
postseason time. 

Next weekend, the Huskies 
have a two-game slate, starting 
with their home opener on Fri-

day evening against Rutgers. 
After that, they travel up to Low-
ell on Sunday to take on UMass 
Lowell. While UMass Lowell has 
not played a game as of the time 
of writing this, Rutgers is 2-0 
with a convincing win over No. 12 
Duke. With their opponent com-
ing hot out of the gate, UConn is 
going to have a battle waiting for 
them on Friday.

“One game doesn’t make a sea-
son. This is a twelve-game season, 

this isn’t a one-game season.”  
Those were the words spoken 

by the University of Connecticut’s 
football coach Randy Edsall in a 
virtual press conference Sunday. 

And yet, for many fans, one game 
was all that the Huskies had to 
play in order for pessimism about 
the team’s chances to fester. 

The team went into the season 
with optimistic remarks from 
many supporters. It was their de-
but as an independent team, fol-
lowing their AAC departure when 
the Huskies changed conference 
again. But the 0-45 defeat that Ed-
sall described as “tough first test” 
did little to inspire fans to believe 
this season would be different.  

It would be difficult to find part 
of the game that would inspire 
the hopes of Huskies fans. The 
team did not score a single point 
and, in the course of the second 
quarter, gave up 24 in 15 minutes. 
They ended the first half down 31 
points, a deficit that was clearly 
nearly insurmountable. Had the 
Huskies climbed that mountain 
we’d be telling a very different 
story today, of one of the biggest 
comebacks of all time. 

Now, fans look toward what 
many fear will be another painful 
season for the Huskies. Sopho-
more quarterback Jack Zergiotis 
struggled his way to a 12-24 record 
that yielded just 61 yards, or just 
over five yards per reception. Zer-

giotis won the starting quarter-
back slot over Steven Krajewski 
this offseason. 

“He just outperformed Steven.” 
Remarked Edsall in the press con-
ference. “Based on the stats that 
we took every day in practice. 
That’s how you do it, that’s how 
you win the job: You outperform 
somebody and he did that. That’s 
why he’s our starting quarter-
back.”  

Their running game wasn’t bet-
ter; they averaged 1.1 yards over 31 
attempts on the backs of running 
backs Kevin Mensah and Nathan 
Carter, who combined for 19 of the 
31 attempts. Zergiotis, who ran 
eight times in the course of the 
game, lost 11 yards overall. Men-
sah managed 30, while Carter got 
just 10 in his eight attempts.  

The defensive struggles were 
also significant. Besides giving up 
45 points in one game, the team 
gave up over 500 yards and were 
unable to get a sack, fumble or 
fourth-down stop; Fresno went 
for two, and made both. The team 
also managed just four tackles for 
a loss, for a total of nine yards.

Just where Coach Edsall found 
positives yesterday is still unclear. 
Perhaps it was in the fact that nei-
ther quarterback, Zergiotis nor 
Krajewski who went 2-6, threw an 
interception. UConn’s sole turn-
over in the game was a fumble by 

The No. 6 UConn field hockey team earned its first win of the season with a 2-1 victory against No. 21 Miami 
(OH) on a steamy afternoon at Lakeside Field. PHOTO BY STEPHEN SLADE/UCONN HUSKIES

It would be difficult to 
find part of the fame 

that would inspire the 
hopes  of Huskies fans. 

Senior Bryan Keating celebrates with teammate Ryan Carroll in a pre-
vious season football game. PHOTO BY STEPHEN SLADE/UCONN HUSKIES

I can’t tell if the Huskies 
can turn their season 

around now and 
swerve out of the lane 

of disappointment that 
every fan can see them 
drifting toward once 

more.

Zergiotis in the first quarter.  
Perhaps it was the performance 

of Jeremy Lucien, whose intercep-
tion was the highlight of the de-
fense’s otherwise underwhelming 
effort against Fresno, or the fact 
Mensah now has the fifth most 
rushing yards of any player in 
Huskies history, according to the 
UConn Football program’s Twit-
ter.  

Whatever it was that even mo-
mentarily inspired Edsall will 
need to be quintupled for their 
next game, the home opener 
against Holy Cross on Saturday, 
Sept. 4. That game will perhaps 
be the one that is more telling for 
the Huskies’ future; Holy Cross is 
not considered as strong a team as 
Fresno. 

I can’t tell if the Huskies can 
turn their season around now 
swerving out of the lane of disap-
pointment that every fan can see 
them drifting toward once more; 
but for now fans continue to fear 
that this season will be anoth-
er that has them asking,  “When 

The defensive struggles 
were also significant.

by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu
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