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Neag School Professor Morgaen L. Donaldson
selected as next Philip E. Austin Endowed Chair
by Henry Kulp

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
henry.kulp@uconn.edu

Morgaen L. Donaldson, a professor in the University of Connecticut Neag School of Education, has been selected as the
next Philip E. Austin Endowed
Chair, according to an article in
UConn Today.
The position of Philip E. Austin Endowed Chair is awarded
for a term of three years to a professor from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences or the Neag
School of Education, according
to the UConn Provost’s website.
According to the website, it
was created when UConn President Philip E. Austin retired in
2007 to show appreciation for
his work growing and developing UConn. It is given to a professor who similarly advances
and promotes policy-related research.
An eligible professor should
have “a distinguished record in
both policy-relevant research
(for example in social, education,
health, housing, environmental,
criminal justice or other salient
policy areas) and public engagement (work that is highly visible
and relevant to both scholarly
and lay audiences),” according
to the Provost’s website.
Donaldson is the Neag School’s

Associate Dean for Research; director of the Center for Education Policy Analysis, Research
and Evaluation; and coordinator
of the Ed.D. Program in addition
to being a professor, according
to her profile on the Neag School
website.
According to the profile, Donaldson worked as a teacher in urban and semi-urban high schools
before becoming a professor and
focuses her research on education leadership, teacher quality,
educational policy, educational
reform and evaluation.
Donaldson sees her selection
as highlighting all of the research done at the Neag School.
“It is a great honor to be the
first Austin Chair from the Neag
School, but I am by no means the
only prominent education policy
scholar from our school. I work
with outstanding researchers at
Neag who study a range of important policy issues, from access to K-12 schools and higher
education, to school choice, to
school turnaround,” she said.
According to the Provost’s
website, the Austin Chair’s endowment provides about $60,000
each year to support the selected
professor’s research. Part of the
funding is intended to be used to
make the research more accessible to the general public.
According to Jason G. Irizarry,

dean of the Neag School of Education, current challenges in
education make more research
necessary.
“Dr. Donaldson’s selection as
the next Austin Endowed Chair
comes at a time when the field of
education is faced with a myriad of challenges, and quality
research and policy analysis are
needed to help inform pathways
forward for schools in our state
and across the nation,” he said.
According to Donaldson, addressing the effects of school
closures due to COVID-19 is one
current challenge that education
research is helping to solve.
“Research on education is critically important, especially in
the current context. COVID-19
disrupted schooling for millions
of young people. Research is
playing a central role in describing and documenting how these
disruptions affected the learning
and development of youth,” she
said.
Irizarry believes that the selection of Donaldson as the new
Austin Chair will give her a new
way to continue to advance education research.
“Morgaen’s work has, and
with this new platform will, continue to inform some of the most
important policy and practice
debates facing our field today,”
Irizarry said.

The University of Connecticut has named Morgaen L. Donaldson as the
next Philip E. Austin Endowed Chair. Donaldson is an associate dean
and professor in the Neag School. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn reports move-in numbers for Fall 2021
Loved ones help a
student move into their
dorm on move-in day.
The University of Connecticut reported that
the Storrs campus is at
90% of full capacity in
its residential dorms.
PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Students and their families move in to dormitories. The University of
Connecticut is reporting
a 97% vaccination rate of
its residential students.
PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn needs more than one
weekend breakfast dining

‘Shang-Chi’ rings up the box
office

How will the Yankees and the
Sox do?

by Keegan Reck
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Last weekend, University of
Connecticut students moved onto
the Storrs and Stamford campuses to begin fall classes, most of
which have resumed in-person
modality.
According
to
University
Spokesperson Stephanie Reitz, almost 11,000 students are living on
the Storrs campus, with approximately 90% of typical capacity.
The remainder of living spaces are
reserved for student quarantining. 400 students are now living
on-campus at Stamford.
As of last Wednesday, UConn
reported 97% of Storrs residential students were fully or partially vaccinated, with only four
current positive COVID-19 cases.
Stamford residential students are
returning to campus with similar figures: 96% being vaccinated
and zero current positive cases.
Off-campus students at Stamford, Avery Point, Waterbury and
Hartford have reported zero current cases.
Nearly 7,000 faculty and staff
are on campus this year and have
a 0.16% positivity rate. Students
who have been exempt from the
vaccine must adhere to precautionary measures, such as weekly
testing, to keep themselves and
the UConn community protected.
UConn continues to require
masks inside all campus buildings
to ensure safety for all students,
staff and faculty. For the current
2021-2022 academic year, a total of
nearly 30,000 students, including
all graduate levels and programs,
are studying at UConn.
COVID-19 data for UConn can
be accessed at coviddashboard.

Tweet of the Day
Shawn McFarland
@McFarland_Shawn

How did the team react to Edsall’s
announcement that he’s retiring?
“I’ve got no comment, we’re on to
Purdue,” said Van Demark.
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Lawmakers: Ida damage shows need for
infrastructure upgrades across the country
WASHINGTON (AP) — Shaken by haunting images of surging
rivers, flooded roads and subways
and other damage caused by the
remnants of Hurricane Ida, lawmakers from both parties are vowing to upgrade the nation’s aging
infrastructure network.
As the deadly storm moved from
the Gulf Coast through the Northeast, members of Congress said the
deluge offered irrefutable evidence
that power lines, roads, bridges
and other infrastructure are deteriorating even as storms and other
extreme weather are strengthening. At least 50 people from Virginia to Connecticut died as storm water from Ida’s remnants cascaded
into people’s homes and engulfed
automobiles, overwhelming urban
drainage systems unable to handle
so much rain in such a short time.
At least 16 deaths deaths were
blamed on the storm in Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama.
“Global warming is upon us,”
said Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. “When
you get two record rainfalls in a
week (in New York City), it’s not
just coincidence. When you get all
the changes that we have seen in
weather, that’s not a coincidence.
... It’s going to get worse and worse
and worse, unless we do something about it.”
Schumer and other lawmakers
said the catastrophe is the latest
example of why the nation needs
the nearly trillion-dollar infrastructure bill passed by the Senate
last month. He and other Democrats also are calling for passage of
President Joe Biden’s $3.5 trillion,
partisan rebuilding plan aimed at
helping families and combating
climate change.
“It’s so imperative to pass the
two bills,” Schumer said.

United States Geological Survey workers push a boat as they look for residents on a street flooded as a
result of the remnants of Hurricane Ida in Somerville, NJ. PHOTO BY EDUARDO MUNOZ ALVAREZ/AP

“Global warming
is upon us. When
you get two record
rainfalls in a week
(in New York
City), it’s not just
coincidence.”
SENATOR CHUCK SCHUMER, D-NY

“It’s about
resilience. Make our
roads and highways
safer. Make us more
resilient to the
kinds of devastating
impacts from
extreme weather
we’re seeing in so
many parts of the
country.”

“If we’re going to
make our country
more resilient to
natural disasters,
whatever they are,
we have to start
preparing now.”

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

SENATOR CHUCK SCHUMER, D-NY

Democrats hope to pass both
bills by the end of this month, but
action on the bipartisan bill may
be difficult until the larger package is ready. Progressives have said
they won’t support a bipartisan bill
without strong companion legislation to advance their priorities.
Biden made a pitch Friday for the
bipartisan bill, saying it “is going to
change things on our streets across
the country.” He cited the bill’s “historic investment” in roads, rail and
bridges, as well as clean energy,
clean water and universal broadband.
“It’s about resilience,” Biden said.
“Make our roads and highways safer. Make us more resilient to the
kinds of devastating impacts from
extreme weather we’re seeing in so
many parts of the country.”
The plan includes $110 billion to
build and repair roads and bridges and $66 billion to upgrade railroads. It also includes about $60
billion to upgrade the electric grid
and build thousands of miles of
transmission lines to expand use
of renewable energy and nearly $47
billion to adapt and rebuild roads,
ports and bridges to help withstand
damage from stronger storms as
well as wildfires and drought.
“If we’re going to make our country more resilient to natural disasters, whatever they are, we have to
start preparing now,” said Sen. Bill
Cassidy, R-La.
Cassidy, a lead negotiator on the
bipartisan bill, has touted the infrastructure legislation as a boon to
hurricane-prone states such as his.
“I’m sure hoping that Republicans
look around my state, see this damage and say, ‘If there’s money for resiliency, money to harden the grid,
money to help sewer and water,
then maybe this is something we
should be for,’” he told CNN.

Official: Wildfire near Lake Early stumble as
Tahoe largely kept from towns El Salvador starts
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, Calif.
(AP) — The huge wildfire near
the Lake Tahoe resort region
was about half contained Tuesday, with the head of California’s
firefighting agency saying crews
largely have been able to keep
flames away from populated areas.
“We’ve been able to herd these
fires around and outside of the
main community corridors,” California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection Chief Thom
Porter said.
That includes the city of South
Lake Tahoe and nearby Meyers
that were threatened by the Caldor Fire as it churned east, and
the communities of Pollock Pines
and nearby Sly Park near where
the fire ignited 3 1/2 weeks ago.

“Unfortunately, that hasn’t happened in every case,” Porter said
at a briefing. “But by and large,
we’ve been able to do a great job in
protecting lives, property.”
Nearly 1,000 structures have
been destroyed in the fire near
Lake Tahoe on the California-Nevada border, including 776 homes.
Many were in the community of
Grizzly Flats near where the fire
started and was able to burn before officials could divert significant resources from other blazes
scorching California.
Others include the Dixie Fire,
the second-largest in the state’s
recorded history, which also has
burned through rural, forested communities that firefighters
were unable to protect.
The perimeter of that fire, which
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is farther north in the Sierra Nevada, has grown to 800 miles (1,300
kilometers), said Tony Scardina,
the U.S. Forest Service’s deputy
regional forester for California.
That’s the equivalent of “driving
the I-5 from the southern border
of California to the northern border of California,” he said of the
major north-south interstate.
The Dixie Fire was 59% contained. It began in mid-July and
has destroyed more than 1,200
buildings, including 688 homes.
Hot, dry, windy conditions
across Northern California this
week could spread existing or
new fires, Scardina warned.
About 3,125 square miles (8,094
square kilometers) have burned
so far this year, similar to the record 2020 fire season, Porter said.

Bitcoin as currency
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador
(AP) — El Salvador became the
first country to adopt Bitcoin as
legal tender Tuesday, but the rollout stumbled in its first hours and
President Nayib Bukele said the
digital wallet used for transactions
was not functioning.
For part of the morning, El Salvador’s president became tech support for a nation stepping into the
world of cryptocurrency. Bukele
marshaled his Twitter account —
with more than 2.8 million followers — to walk users through what
was happening.
Bukele explained that the digital
wallet Chivo had been disconnect-
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ed while server capacity was increased.
The president said it was a relatively simple problem. “We prefer
to correct it before we connect it
again,” Bukele said. He encouraged
followers to download the app and
leave comments about how it was
going.
Meanwhile, the value of Bitcoin
plummeted early Tuesday, dropping from more than $52,000 per
coin to $42,000, before recovering
about half of that loss — an example
of the volatility that worries many.
The government has promised to
install 200 Chivo automatic tellers
and 50 Bitcoin attention centers.
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US-built databases a potential California moves to
outlaw ‘stealthing,’
tool of Taliban repression
BOSTON (AP) — Over two decades, the United States and its allies
spent hundreds of millions of dollars building databases for the Afghan people. The nobly stated goal:
Promote law and order and government accountability and modernize a
war-ravaged land.
But in the Taliban’s lightning seizure of power, most of that digital
apparatus — including biometrics
for verifying identities — apparent-

ly fell into Taliban hands. Built with
few data-protection safeguards, it
risks becoming the high-tech jackboots of a surveillance state. As the
Taliban get their governing feet, there
are worries it will be used for social
control and to punish perceived foes.
Putting such data to work constructively — boosting education,
empowering women, battling corruption — requires democratic stability, and these systems were not

architected for the prospect of defeat.
“It is a terrible irony,” said Frank
Pasquale, Brooklyn Law School
scholar of surveillance technologies.
“It’s a real object lesson in ‘The road
to hell is paved with good intentions.’”
Since Kabul fell Aug. 15, indications have emerged that government
data may have been used in Taliban
efforts to identify and intimidate
Afghans who worked with the U.S.

or removing condom

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) —
California lawmakers moved to
make the state the first to outlaw
“stealthing,” which is removing
a condom without permission
during intercourse.
Legislators sent Gov. Gavin
Newsom a bill on Tuesday adding
the act to the state’s civil defini-

tion of sexual battery. It makes
it illegal to remove the condom
without obtaining verbal consent.
But it doesn’t change the criminal code. Instead, it would
amend the civil code so that a
victim could sue the perpetrator
for damages, including punitive
damages.

At Brazil rallies, Bolsonaro deepens rift with
Brazilian Supreme Court

Supporters of Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro carry Brazil’s national flag along Copacabana Beach on Independence Day in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

PHOTO BY BRUNA PRADO/AP

London honors Muppets Jobless Americans will have
creator Jim Henson with few options as benefits expire
blue plaque
LONDON (AP) — Kermit the
Frog. Miss Piggy. Animal. Statler
and Waldorf. The Swedish Chef.
The list goes on and on.
Everyone has their favorite Muppet. And everyone owes a debt of
gratitude to one man for bringing
them to life: Jim Henson.
The American creator of The
Muppets was honored Tuesday in
Britain with a blue plaque at his former home in north London, which
he bought after ‘The Muppet Show’
was commissioned for British television — 50 Downshire Hill in
Hampstead.
It’s a very simple message: “Jim
Henson 1936-1990 creator of The
Muppets lived here.”
Henson, who lived in London
from 1979 until his death in 1990
at just 53, was also known for his
work on “Sesame Street” and “Fraggle Rock” and as the director of the
1980s movies “The Dark Crystal”
and “Labyrinth.”
Dr. Rebecca Preston, blue plaques
historian at English Heritage, which
has been running the program since
1986, said Henson deserved his latest honor.
“His creations continue to influence popular culture globally,” she
said. “The immense body of work
that he created and awards that he
won are even more impressive considering his untimely death.”
“The Muppet Show” was filmed at
Elstree Studios, a few miles north of
the British capital, and led to Henson making the U.K. a creative home
for many of his subsequent projects.

He even set up a workshop and office space on the same street as his
home.
“My father moved to London to
make “The Muppet Show,” and then
chose to stay because he was so impressed by the UK’s many gifted
artists and performers,” said Brian
Henson, his son who is the chairman of The Jim Henson Company.
“It’s an honour to have Jim Henson’s British home recognised with
a blue plaque, knowing that he so
admired and respected the talent in
London, and that this is the place he
called home when creating some of
his most memorable productions,”
he added.
The renowned London blue
plaque program began more than
150 years ago. The plaques commemorate people who achieved
something worthwhile in their lives
and who made London their home
at some point. There are more than
900 official plaques in the capital.
The first plaque put up commemorated the poet Lord Byron at his
birthplace, 24 Holles Street in Cavendish Square, in 1867. However, the
house was demolished in 1889 so the
oldest surviving plaque in London
is the one commemorating France’s
final emperor, Napoleon III, on King
Street, Westminster, which was also
erected in 1867.
Some of the homes that they resided in are grander than others,
including one for the great Victorian
novelist Charles Dickens in the city’s
posh Bloomsbury neighborhood.
Others are in more surprising
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NEW YORK (AP) — Millions
of jobless Americans lost their
unemployment benefits on Monday, leaving only a handful of
economic support programs for
those who are still being hit financially by the year-and-a-halfold coronavirus pandemic.
Two critical programs expired
on Monday. One provided jobless aid to self-employed and
gig workers and another provided benefits to those who have
been unemployed more than six
months. Further, the Biden administration’s $300 weekly supplemental unemployment benefit
also ran out on Monday.

It’s estimated that
roughly 8.9 million
Americans will lose all
or some of these benefits.

It’s estimated that roughly 8.9
million Americans will lose all or
some of these benefits.
While the White House has
encouraged states to keep paying
the $300 weekly benefit by using
money from the stimulus bills,
no states have opted to do so.
Many states even opted out of the
federal program early after some
businesses complained that they
couldn’t find enough people to
hire. The data have shown minimal economic benefits from cutting off aid early in those states.
Economists Peter McCrory and
Daniel Silver of JPMorgan found
“zero correlation″ between job
growth and state decisions to
drop the federal unemployment
aid, at least so far. An economist
at Columbia University, Kyle
Coombs, found only minimal
benefits.
The amount of money injected
by the federal government into
jobless benefits since the pandemic began is nothing short of
astronomical. The roughly $650
billion, according to the nonpar-

tisan Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, kept millions
of Americans who lost their jobs
through no fault of their own in
their apartments, paying for food
and gasoline, and keeping up
with their bills. The banking industry has largely attributed the
few defaults on loans this past 18
months to the government relief
efforts.
“The end of the pandemic unemployment benefits will be an
abrupt jolt to millions of Americans who won’t find a job in
time for this arbitrary end to assistance,” Andrew Stettner with
the Century Foundation said in a
report.
The ending of these programs
comes as the U.S. economy has
recovered from the pandemic,
but with substantial gaps in the
recovery. The Labor Department
says there are still 5.7 million
fewer jobs than before the pandemic. Yet the department also
estimated, last month, that there
were roughly 10 million job openings.
These benefits are also ending
sooner than during the previous
crisis, the Great Recession. In
that downturn, jobless benefits
in various forms were extended
from the start of the recession in
2008-2009 all the way until 2013.
When those benefits finally ended, just 1.3 million people were
still receiving aid.

The White House
approved last month
a 25% increase in
food stamp assistance,
also known as SNAP
benefits.

Americans still financially
struggling in the pandemic will
find a smaller patchwork of social support programs, both at
the state level and through the

federal government.
The White House approved
last month a 25% increase in food
stamp assistance, also known
as SNAP benefits. That increase
will continue indefinitely for
those 42.7 million Americans
who receive those payments.
While the federal eviction moratorium has expired, roughly a
dozen states — all controlled by
Democrats — have extended their
moratoriums, including Califor-

The Labor Department
says there are still 5.7
million fewer jobs than
before the pandemic.
Yet the department also
estimated, last month,
that there were roughly
10 million job openings.

nia, New York, Washington, Illinois and Minnesota. New York’s
eviction moratorium was extended until Jan. 15.
The Biden administration also
pushed the restart of federal student loan repayments until January. Those were supposed to have
restarted this month.
Those unemployed less than
six months will still be able to
collect their benefits, but the
amount will fall back to the level
that each state pays. The average
weekly check is roughly $387, according to the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities, but varies
greatly state by state.
But none of these programs
will have the flexibility or direct
impact as unemployment benefits being paid directly to jobless Americans, wrote JPMorgan
economists McCrory and Silver.
They say the loss of benefits
could lead to job losses that potentially could offset any of the
job gains made as the economy
recovers.

04

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

editorial board:

Maggie Chafouleas. . . . . . . . . . . . . .editor-in-chief
Harrison Raskin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .opinion editor
Anika Veeraraghav. . .associate opinion editor

Katherine Jimenez
Sam Zelin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . weekly columnists
Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opinions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.

Editorial

UConn needs
more than
one weekend
break fast dining hall, or at
least one in
the middle of
campus

O

n Saturdays and Sundays,
South Dining Hall is the only
hall open for breakfast, and
this is not fair to students not
living in its close proximity. While residents living in
South Campus, the Alumni halls, West Campus
or anything else relatively near have a short
walk to breakfast, some residents have to deal
with a walk of over a mile. In the summer, this
might not seem like the worst thing in the world,
but once the cold sets in, the issue will certainly
become more apparent.
The justification for having only one of the
eight halls open is mainly that fewer people
get up early on weekends, but fewer is not zero,
and those that do do not all live near South. The
problem here is clear, but the solution is not
as simple. Not finding enough people to work
early shifts on weekends may also be a reason
for seven of the halls to be closed. From here,
two possible solutions come to mind: the first
being to open a second dining hall on the other
side of campus and to hope enough staff can be
available and the second being to find a more
centralized location for weekend breakfast if
the former isn’t achievable.
For patrons of the dining halls, the option
of opening a second dining hall in a different
location on campus for weekend breakfast is the
most convenient. Even from a staffing perspective, it’s not too far-fetched, as there would still
only be a quarter of the dining halls open at the
time, and Towers (Gelfenbien) already opens
at 9:30 a.m., so pushing that forward about an
hour isn’t a dramatic shift. This option would
also help to curb the spread of COVID-19, as
everyone looking for an early breakfast wouldn’t
be concentrated in the same place.
Finding a more central location for a dining
hall to serve breakfast may prove to be a more
permanent solution to the problem. South is
on one end of the campus, making it extremely
inconvenient for those on the opposite side.
McMahon seems to be the most geographically
central dining hall, and even that is kind of a
stretch, as it seems a whole new dining hall
would have to be constructed for this purpose.
However, there may be a workaround for that.
The Student Union has recently closed multiple
spaces on the floor that normally houses food
establishments, and this might be a great chance
to offer food to people with meal plan swipes!
The Union is centrally located and has a large
eating area — while paid establishments like
the Market could continue, it would be a great
help to many students if even a small offering
was made for weekend breakfasts in order to
lessen the necessary hike.

ILLUSTRATION BY ANNA IORFINO, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The joys of a major change
by Madeline Papcun
STAFF WRITER
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

The second week of classes has barely
begun and I’ve already switched out of my
program and changed my major back to
undecided. Writing that sentence seemed
scary at first, as if by putting it on paper
I’ve cursed myself with an unknown future career path, much less a clear direction
later in life. Maybe as a reader you’re subconsciously thinking, “Glad it’s her and not
me.” In fact, I used to be glad that I was not
the friend in the group jumping through
hoops to get out of a major they hated. After all, no one wants to be the “hot mess”
friend. But here I am, almost reveling in it.
How did I get here?
Obviously, my first instinct when I realized I didn’t enjoy my program was to call
my mom. And as I did, she sent me article
after article assuring me a major change
wasn’t a death sentence. While I knew
changing your major was fairly common, I
didn’t know that according to the National
Center for Education Statistics, in a study of
25,000 students enrolled in postsecondary
education in 2012, about 30% of students

with a declared major had changed their
major at least once. Now, being in that percentage myself, I can say it’s not a bad group
to join, even if I never thought it’d be me. After all, didn’t I, along with the many other
undergraduates now changing their major,
apply to specific universities based on their
program offerings? I struggled with leaving
a pathway I had originally been so proud
and excited to take, but I also didn’t want
to stay somewhere I was unhappy just because I used to think it was what I wanted.
Settling this internal debate wasn’t easy,
and certainly did not happen overnight,
but I have since fallen in love with the idea
of a major change. Realizing that you want
to pursue something else and actually having the autonomy to do so is empowering.
It reminded me that I’m in college because
I want something more out of life. Thus, I
might as well study what I enjoy.
Changing your major keeps you from
viewing the future with a bitter disregard.
It’s the same reason I would argue for dropping the class that has a nightmare of a syllabus and a painful first day. “Toughing it
out” only hurts your happiness in the long
run. If you don’t like where you are, find
somewhere new.

Meetings and paperwork are generally
a hassle, so maybe a major change doesn’t
seem worth it. But in my opinion, happiness is priceless and definitely worth
much more than a few trips to the Office
of the Registrar. These offices are there
to help students. Utilize them! In high
school, advisors warned me that choosing a larger school like the University of
Connecticut would give me a lesson in advocating for myself. I now attend UConn
knowing that I need to fight a little harder
for what I want, to avoid slipping through
the cracks. Staying in a major I no longer
have a passion for would not fit into this
theme of self-advocacy.
My biggest takeaway from my first
week of college not over Zoom is that advocating for yourself is extremely important. Part of this process for me required
changing my major, which ended up being the best thing to happen to me last
week (despite the cliche). So, if you have
some doubts regarding your current plan
of study, and the opportunity to do so,
change your major! After all, in the grand
scheme of things, a little change of plans
in your undergraduate experience is barely even a bump in the road.

Time for Storrs to become a borough

An image of the Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building in Mansfield, Conn. Ben
Gladstone argues that Storrs, located within Mansfield, should become a borough. PHOTO COURTESY OF GLASSDOOR

by Ben Gladstone
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ben.gladstone@uconn.edu

In a Connecticut town, a growing urban
area is coming into conflict with the largely rural town it’s in. Is this Storrs in Mansfield? No, it’s Bridgeport in Fairfield, in
the year 1800. The conflicts caused by the
University of Connecticut’s growth have
happened many times before in this state,
and over 40 times Connecticut has made
use of a common solution: the borough. A
borough is a dependent municipality that
takes over some services from the town,
and is a good way to provide services without forming a new town.
This may seem like a large step for a

university, but Clemson is actually incorporated. There are several advantages to
becoming a borough, potentially including
the power to run schools. This could help
the Neag School of Education test out ideas
and the ability to have locally controlled
police. Police reform has been a big priority
for UConn students and faculty.
The main reason for UConn creating a
borough, however, is the increasing role of
universities within modern society, especially here in Connecticut. By becoming a
borough incorporating the northwest corner of Mansfield, the south part of Groton
and the areas immediately surrounding
UConn Hartford, Waterbury and Stamford, it creates a zone of cooperative governance between UConn and the people who

live nearby, taking some responsibilities
away from the university and others away
from the surrounding towns.
Another reason it would be useful is to
create a structure of cooperation with the
Native American tribes of the state. Currently, the three state-recognized tribes are
denied the right to have casinos. A borough
bill in the General Assembly could have
provisions for three new casinos run by
these tribes at UConn campuses, as well as
sovereign territory in UConn Storrs buildings for all five Connecticut tribes.
The international operations of UConn
would also benefit as the borough could
partner with southeast Connecticut towns
to make a joint airport authority operating
small planes throughout the world from
Groton-New London airport, training students to operate planes and airports while
reducing reliance on commercial aviation.
The key point of forming a borough is partnership between the university and surrounding areas for mutual benefit, while
teaching the next generation how to govern.
To manage the borough, a borough hall is
needed. UConn is already planning a parking garage underneath the Sherman complex. This location would also be ideal for
a transportation center and borough hall.
With an entrance toward central campus,
Gampel Pavilion and good bus service (potentially using CTfastrak East), along with
lots of parking the borough hall would be
easy to get to for anyone using it.
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Box Office Breakdown:
‘ShangChi’
rings
up
the
box
office
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings” premiered in theaters this past weekend. The movie made a legendary debut with $90 million
in its opening weekend.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF IMDB.COM

by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

There was plenty of buzz awaiting the arrival of “Shang-Chi and the
Legend of the Ten Rings” at the box
office this past weekend. It is the first
Marvel Studios theatrical-only release since 2019’s “Spider-Man: Far
From Home,” and opened amidst a
raging global pandemic. Historically,
Labor Day weekend has been where
movies go to die, with the largest
opening only being $30.5 million domestically from 2007’s “Halloween.”
With all of this suspicion, most
box-office analysts were quite cautious with their predictions. Deadline
estimated last week that the opening
of “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings” would be around $45-50
million domestically and $90 million
worldwide for the long weekend.
They were wrong.
Over the four-day weekend,
“Shang-Chi” not only
surpassed the $90 million
mark domestically, but
reached a grand opening
total of $146.2 million
worldwide.
Bear in mind, this total does not
include a gross from the Chinese box

Pictured is Michelle Yeoh, who played Ying Nan, in the movie
“Shang Chi and the Legend of Ten Rings.” The movie reached a
grand opening total of $146.2 million worldwide.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF IMDB.COM

office, which is the world’s largest
theatrical marketplace at the moment.
While “Shang-Chi’s” box-office
story is unfinished, a $250 million domestic total is certainly in play if we
see it hold well next weekend. This
gross would be far and away, the top
grossing movie of the year and a real
triumph in pandemic times. Time
will tell how the box office fares for
the rest of 2021, but this weekend
gives us some hope that a return to
pre-pandemic times is on the horizon.
Coming in second this weekend is
last week’s No. 1 film, “Candyman.”
The film held well at the box office,
with an estimated drop of only 52%
weekend to weekend, which is not
bad for a horror film. With a gross of
around $12 million for the long weekend, “Candyman’s” domestic total
rises north of $40 million.
In third place, in its fourth week of
release, is “Free Guy,” which garnered
an $11 million total over the four-day
weekend. The film continues to rack
up earnings, even this deep into its
release, getting ever so close to $100
million domestically, which it will

probably pass next week.
Fourth and fifth place were filled
by family movies: “Jungle Cruise”
and “PAW Patrol: The Movie,”
which grossed around $5 million
each. These films yet again show that
the hybrid release strategy (releasing films both on streaming and in
theaters) works wonders for family
films.
Three movies head for theatrical
releases next weekend: “Malignant,”
“Queenpins” and “The Card Counter.”
Of these films, I expect “Malignant” to make its way into the top five
next week, while the other two films
will probably just miss out. Looking
prospectively, there’s not much competition for “Shang-Chi’s” No. 1 spot
until perhaps “Dear Evan Hansen”
releases in three weeks, but even
then I have doubts the musical adaptation will clear the superhero film,
even in its fourth week of release.
However, that is a question that
will be answered another day. As
always, the only thing predictable
about the box office is its unpredictability.
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What to witness at

JORGENSEN
these next two months

by Zachary Wisnefsky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

When the pandemic took the
country by storm last March, the
University of Connecticut’s Jorgensen Center of the Performing
Arts had to adapt. No longer could
they bring artists from around the
globe to perform live and up close
for the students of Storrs.
Director Rodney Rock explained
that Jorgensen’s “pivot to a live
streaming format” was a completely new approach to programming
for the theater. The center opened
with “Midsummer of Music” last
summer and continued with the
live video format through the 20202021 season.
Luckily for people who prefer
in-person performances, the era of
solely live streaming appears to be
over.
While Director Rock stated that
“we are most definitely not back to
pre-pandemic times” in terms of
programming, due to limited audience capacities and a reduced number of events, there is much to look
forward to these next few months.
Starting tomorrow night, Jorgensen will be hosting an event
titled “Exploring the Culture
Showcase.” This event is led by the
Intercultural Greek Council and
the National Pan-Hellenic Council,
promising education on the 17 fraternities and sororities that exist on
campus.
On Friday night, with doors
opening at 7 p.m, the center is hosting the fall a cappella rush concert. At the concert, students can
both enjoy fresh a cappella music
and learn how to join one of the 10
groups on campus.
On Oct. 9, Jorgensen is co-hosting with the UConn Asian American Cultural Center to produce a
UConn Family Weekend Comedy
Special starring comedian Jimmy
O. Yang. Yang is a world-renowned
comedian, most well-known for his

role in the HBO comedy series “Silicon Valley, ” as well as appearing
in the movies “Patriots Day” and
“Crazy Rich Asians.”
More a capella music will be coming to the Center on Friday, Oct. 15,
with the arrival of the highly acclaimed British group VOCES8. If
you are a music connoisseur of any
kind, this event is just for you, as
their program promises to blend
the music from the time of the Renaissance to today.
On Thursday, Oct. 21, Jorgensen
will be welcoming Complexions
Contemporary Ballet. They will be
performing their renowned two-act
ballet “Stardust,” which pays homage to the music of Bach and David
Bowie.
Closing out Jorgensen’s programming for the next two months
is a chamber music event from
Takács Quartet. Hailing from
Hungary, this foursome promises fresh music that will enlighten
your night with magical musical
elements.
These next two months are
packed with live programming from
Jorgensen, giving audience-goers
many prospective nights of entertainment.
“I am very excited about the fact
that I was able to put together a
reduced season while maintaining
our commitment to artistic and
cultural diversity in the programming,” Rock said. “I’m also excited
that after many months of planning,
we have been given permission to
offer live performances in the safest
manner possible. We have found a
way to offer live performances in a
fashion that reduces risk and keeps
patrons, artists and staff as safe as
possible.”
Jorgensen is finally back live and
in-person; now it’s just time to enjoy the show.

The sign for the Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts. Last year, the center ran completely virtual performances. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The outside of the Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts. On Oct. 21, Jorgensen will be welcoming
Complexions Contemporary Ballet. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

07

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Movie Review:
‘Afterlife of the Party’
shows what heaven
looks like for Victoria Justice

Life

“Afterlife of the Party,” starring Victoria Justice, is available on Netflix. The movie is about a girl who dies and is given a second
chance on Earth to fix her mistakes before she is given admission to heaven.
PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB.COM

by Jordana Castelli
STAFF WRITER
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

Ever wondered what happens after you die? “Afterlife of the Party”
puts a fun twist on life after death.
Starring Victoria Justice, “Afterlife
of the Party” takes the audience on
the journey Cassie (Victoria Justice)
endurs after she passes away in a
freak accident. To avoid hell, Cassie must right her wrongs on earth,
even the ones she’s scared to confront.
Cassie is a party girl always on
the go. As an event planner, she’s
come to love the life of social activity and always wants to spend her
time surrounded by friends. After
things get a little out of hand one
night, Cassie passes away, only to
find herself in the hands of a guardian angel, Val (Robyn Scott). Val
leads Cassie through all the steps
she must complete in order to be
granted afterlife in heaven. The
first, fixing her friendship with her
best friend Lisa (Midori Francis).
However, her relationship with
Lisa isn’t the only rocky one. Cassie
must find peace with Sophia (Gloria Garcia), her mother who abanRating: 3 out of 5 stars

doned her at a young age. The last
person on her list is her beloved father (Adam Garcia), who she loves
dearly.
I had high hopes for “Afterlife of
the Party,” however it did not fully meet my expectations. While I
do enjoy the concept, I didn’t feel
a deep emotional connection to
the story until the last 20 minutes.
The audience witnessed Cassie go
through the ‘healing process,’ yet it
was done in a cute, sometimes superficial manner. If you’re someone
who enjoys deep topics, with a more
lighthearted twist, then I can see
you enjoying this movie. Personally, I wish it had a little more depth
to it throughout the entirety of the
movie, not just the last portion.
I may be overthinking the logistics of the plot, but I also found
some parts to be slightly unrealistic. For example, there’s a moment
in the movie where Cassie places
flyers around her father’s house.
While I see the intent behind this
scene, I found it to be a cliché and
implausible. These moments hap-

pened frequently throughout the
movie, which made it difficult to
truly connect and believe the story.
On the contrary, I did enjoy
how they wove deeper topics into
the plot, even though they were
touched on for short amounts of
time. For example, many people
go through abandonment issues
with their parents, so seeing Cassie
connect with her mother could be a
point that touches home for many.
The same goes for the feeling of loss
her father felt after his daughter
passed. Many parents lose themselves after such a terrible loss,
which made his emotions much
more realistic and understandable.
Overall, I would recommend “Afterlife of the Party” if you’re into
that kind of genre. If you’re looking for something very emotional
that will have you crying the whole
time, then this movie may not be the
one. Rather, I would recommend it
to the people who are looking for a
cheerful twist on a very sad topic…
or simply if you’re a Victoria Justice
fan!
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | Fair Weather

A book lies on top of a student’s backpack outside the Student Union. Students often take advantage of studying and enjoying leisure time in the scenic area during the warmer
months. PHOTO BY ALEX LEO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

Sudoku

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

Level 1

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Chess result
5 “NASCAR on
NBC” analyst
Earnhardt Jr.
9 Metalworker
14 Cancún coin
15 A party to
16 Island near Maui
17 *Devoted ESPN
viewer
19 Uneasy feeling
20 Word after box
or law
21 Bullish sound?
22 Wail
23 *Spec for
sandpaper or salt
27 Coll. near the Rio
Grande
29 Hard rain
30 Dance class topic
31 First name in skin
care
33 Caddie’s offering
35 Make a wrong
turn, say
36 *Quarry that
supplies
aggregate
40 Guys
43 Jai __
44 Quebec’s __
Peninsula
48 Racecourse
shape
50 Ready for bed,
briefly
53 Long-running
CBS series
54 *Garden walkway
component
57 Malarkey
58 Pachelbel work
59 Treasury
secretary Janet
61 Sahara features
62 Last player
selected for
a Wimbledon
ranking ... or part
of each answer to
a starred clue
65 Locale
66 Heck of a hike
67 Dell rival
68 Brings in
69 Actor Grant
70 Drive-__
DOWN
1 MLB rally killers
2 Researchers’
publications

9/8/21

By Mark McClain

3 To date
4 Klingon officer in
the “Star Trek”
franchise
5 ’70s hot spots
6 Strengthen, as
glass
7 Seuss’ Cindy __
Who
8 Suffix with exist
9 Language
student’s
challenge
10 Medieval
estates
11 Thankless sort
12 Preferable,
gastronomically
13 Major success
18 Half a mint?
21 Contrived plot
22 Alert for an
actor
24 Checkout
printout
25 Unload, say
26 “Morning Edition”
airer
28 Alternative to
Margie
32 Noted period
34 Important
37 Square up
38 Hotel shuttles
39 Light earth tone

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

2

3

4

9/8/21

Solution to Tuesday’s puzzle

DYK?

Complete the
grid so each row,
column and
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9.
For strategies
on how to solve
Sudoku, visit
CONTAIN

A crocodile cannot stick its
tongue out.
SOME LIPSTICKS
FISH SCALES.

sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

40 Short flight
41 Hurricane
mandate
responder
42 Tropical
grassland
45 Sudden stop
sound
46 Trailblazer
47 “C’__ la vie!”
49 Umpire’s
pregame
request

9/8/21

51 Olympic star
Jackie __-Kersee
52 Deceptive
55 Wine qualities
56 Building wing
60 Challenge for an
atty. wannabe
61 TiVo, for one
62 Agcy. concerned
with fraud
63 Gershwin
brother
64 R&B’s __ Hill

There are only four words in
the English language which
end in “dous”: tremendous,
horrendous, stupendous and
hazardous.
FACTS COURTESY OF NIEHS.NIH.GOV
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The Latest: Fernandez, 19, reaches US Open women’s semis
NEW YORK (AP) — The Latest
on the U.S. Open tennis tournament
(all times EST):
5:30 p.m.
Leylah Fernandez has reached the
U.S. Open semifinals, one day after
turning 19.
The Canadian continued her
stunning run through the tournament by upsetting No. 5 seed Elina
Svitolina 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (5).
Fernandez won the last two points
of the tiebreaker to give her another
three-set victory after knocking off
past U.S. Open champions Naomi
Osaka and Angelique Kerber in her
previous two matches.
___
2:45 p.m.
Daniil Medvedev is the first player

into the U.S. Open semifinals.
The No. 2 seed from Russia got
there for the third straight year by
eliminating qualifier Botic van de
Zandschulp of the Netherlands 6-3,
6-0, 4-6, 7-5.
Medvedev dropped a set for the
first time in the tournament but recovered to stop van de Zandschulp’s
bid to become the first man to come
through qualifying to reach the U.S.
Open semifinals.
He will play either 18-year-old
Carlos Alcaraz or 21-year-old Felix
Auger-Aliassime.
___
12:30 p.m.
Two teenagers and a qualifier
could be in the semifinals of the U.S.
Open by the end of the day.
Or perhaps Daniil Medvedev will
restore more normalcy to the tour-

nament by getting there for the third
straight year.
The No. 2 seed began the action
Tuesday with a quarterfinal match
against 25-year-old Botic van de
Zandschulp of the Netherlands,
who is trying to become the first
man to come through qualifying to
reach the U.S. Open semifinals.
Medvedev, the runner-up to Rafael Nadal in 2019, is the only player
remaining who hasn’t dropped a set
in the tournament.
In the other men’s quarterfinal
match, 18-year-old Carlos Alcaraz of
Spain was set to meet 21-year-old Felix Auger-Aliassime, the No. 12 seed
from Canada.
Another Canadian, 19-year-old
Leylah Fernandez, was to play No.
5 seed Elina Svitolina. French Open
champion Barbora Krejcikova, the
No. 8 seed, faces second-seeded
Aryna Sabalenka in the other women’s quarterfinal.

Leylah Fernandez, of Canada, returns a shot to Elina Svitolina, of
Ukraine, during the quarterfinals of the U.S Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 7, 2021, in New York. PHOTO BY ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

Big 12 quickly working to expand before Texas, OU departures
(AP) — The Big 12 survived college
football’s last significant conference
realignment a decade ago because
the league still had Texas and Oklahoma.
With the pending move of its only
national championship winners to
the Southeastern Conference creating another seismic shift, the Big 12
this time quickly moved into expansion mode. The league could add to
its remaining eight members even
before the Longhorns and Sooners
are gone.
There will be no perfect replacements for Texas, the nation’s richest athletic program, or Oklahoma,
the six-time defending conference
champion that is still the only Big 12
team to make the four-team College
Football Playoff. And as of now there
won’t be any other teams coming in
from other Power Five leagues with
the Longhorns and Sooners starting
SEC play no later than the 2025 season.
Four potential candidates for Big
12 membership include a current top
10 team (No. 7 Cincinnati) , a school
with more than 70,000 students
now far removed from a 13-0 season
(Central Florida), an independent
with a nationwide fan base (BYU)
and a Texas school in the nation’s
fourth-largest city (Houston).
Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy, who expects to meet with his
school leaders Wednesday, said he
didn’t know anything about any conversations between the league and
those schools, or even the level of interest between them. But he did indicate that they were good candidates.

BYU quarterback Jaren Hall looks to hand off the ball against Arizona during the second half of an NCAA
college football game Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021, in Las Vegas. PHOTO BY DAVID BECKER/AP

“People see BYU as a Power Five
team. ... See that logo, they don’t really know they’re an independent,
and think they’re tied into a Power Five conference. Central Florida
has 71,000 students and they’re in
a heck of a television market, and
they have a heck of a recruiting
base and they’ve played good football now,” Gundy said. “Then you
have Cincinnati, who has a a big
television market. There’s a lot of
people that live in that part of the
country. And that logo has grown
in popularity in the last few years,
and they’re winning.”

Houston has become more of
an SEC market since former Big
12 member Texas A&M’s debut in
that league in 2012. There is also
the proximity to the LSU campus
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
But having a team there, roughly
165 miles east of the Texas campus
in Austin, could help Big 12 teams
in recruiting. University of Houston regents voted unanimously
Tuesday to delegate authority to
the school chancellor to pursue
membership in the Big 12.
Longtime BYU athletic director
Tom Holmoe, while not comment-

ing about the Big 12 possibility, has
said his school’s goal remains to
be in position to play the country’s
best teams and athletes.
“When we were in the Mountain
West Conference, we tried everything we could to play non-conference games and the really good
teams in the conference. When we
went independent, we expanded
that quest, and we’ve continued to
grow,” Holmoe said before BYU’s
season-opening win over Arizona.
“We’re at a spot right now where
we just keep trying to keep that
quest alive.”

The Big 12 already had a head
start on vetting the current expansion candidates.
When the Big 12 last seriously
considered expansion over a threemonth process in 2016, Cincinnati,
Central Florida, BYU and Houston
were among 11 schools the league
interviewed before deciding to
stay at 10 teams. Part of that decision was based on an NCAA rule
change that allowed the Big 12 to
reinstate its conference championship game despite having fewer
than 12 teams.
Texas won the Big 12’s last national championship in football
during the 2005 season, five years
after Oklahoma. The Sooners have
made the CFP four times, losing
semifinal games each time.
The Big 12 has just as many national championships in men’s
basketball: Baylor won it last season after Kansas won in 2008. The
Jayhawks have been to three other
Final Fours as a Big 12 member,
and Texas Tech was the national runner-up in 2019. There have
been four women’s basketball
champions from the Big 12, with
Baylor winning three (2005, 2012
and 2019) and Texas A&M in 2011
before going to the SEC.
There is a different environment
now. This time, there are no Power
Five lifelines for the Big 12 as the
SEC eyes its two new members
amid an alliance brokered between
the other major conferences, the
ACC, Big Ten and Pac-12.
So the Big 12 will have to grow
from outside of that, and fast.

Royals’ Perez giving fans reason to watch September baseball

Kansas City Royals’ Salvador Perez celebrates after hitting a threerun home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the
Chicago White Sox Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021, in Kansas City, Mo. PHOTO BY
CHARLIE RIEDEL/ AP

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)
— In retrospect, the Chicago
White Sox probably should have
walked Salvador Perez with first
base open in the first inning of a
scoreless game Sunday, even if
it would have gone against just
about every traditional baseball
strategy.
Instead of loading the bags,
though, they watched the Royals’
sweet-swinging
catcher
empty them.

On the second pitch he saw from
Dylan Cease, a 99 mph fastball well
off the plate, Perez made the kind
of contact that sounds as if a rocket
has exploded. The ball soared into
the early afternoon sun, splashing
down after what seemed like an
eternity in the upper fountains in
right field — an opposite-field blast
estimated at 448 feet.
“Most of us couldn’t stand in
right field with a fungo and hit it
up there,” Royals manager Mike

Matheny said with a shake of his
head. “When it came off the bat, it
just looked different. I don’t know
what to say.”
Hard to find words to put in perspective the season Perez is having.
Even with the Royals again well
out of contention — 17 games back
of the AL Central-leading White
Sox entering Tuesday night’s game
in Baltimore — their 31-year-old
catcher is turning their stretch run
into must-see viewing.
That homer against the White
Sox on Sunday was his 41st, second
only to Angels star Shohei Ohtani
for the big league lead, and four
back of Johnny Bench’s record set
in 1970 for a player who caught at
least 75% of his team’s games.
He is seven behind Jorge Soler’s
franchise record set just a couple of
years ago.
Even when Perez doesn’t manage a home run, he’s still coming
through in the clutch. His tying RBI
single in the eighth inning Monday,
which helped the Royals to a 3-2
win over the Orioles, was his career-best 103rd of the season. It was
the 34th RBI this season that tied
the game or gave Kansas City the
lead, tied with Seattle’s Kyle Seager
for the major league lead, and his
total tied Jose Abreu of the White
Sox for the best in the majors.

“It’s just a huge number,” said
Matheny, who caught for 13 seasons
but hit just 67 homers in his career.
“To be able to do that while taking
such a beating behind the plate, and
the kind of player he’s been all season long, offensively and defensively
— we’re witnessing something very
special.”
Even more special when you consider the road Perez has taken to get
here.
He had long ago made his mark
as one of baseball’s best catchers,
making six consecutive appearances
in the All-Star Game and failing to
add a Gold Glove to his mantel just
once over that stretch. He had four
straight seasons of at least 20 homers
and back-to-back seasons of 80 RBIs
in 2017 and ‘18, numbers that are almost unheard of for a catcher.
Then the unthinkable happened:
Perez was diagnosed with torn ligaments in his throwing elbow in
spring training the next year, causing
him to miss an entire season. It’s an
injury that is common among pitchers — the repair known as Tommy
John surgery — but rarely happens
to position players and almost never
to a catcher.
Perez was ready to go for the pandemic-shortened 2020 season, hitting a career-best .333 with 11 home
runs and 32 RBIs, to win his third

Silver Slugger Award, and perhaps
that should have foreshadowed this
season.
Or if not that 37-game sprint, then
the work he put in during the offseason.
Always fastidious about his craft,
Perez put an emphasis on getting in
better shape last offseason. He improved his diet, did more stretching
and flexibility work, and made sure
he would be able to handle the rigors
of another full season.
“This means a lot,” Perez said over
the weekend, “because I know the
hard work I put in last offseason,
from October to the day before I flew
to Arizona for spring training. If you
work hard, good things are going to
happen. Be consistent. I did my best
in the offseason, took care of my body
and put myself in the right position to
play the game.”
Not only has Perez appeared in 136
of 137 games this season, 108 of them
have been behind the plate, where
the heat and the gear and the long
days and nights of squatting take an
incredible physical toll on a player.
But that’s also where Perez is most
valuable. The Royals have one of the
youngest rotations in baseball, and
any success they have in the future
will depend heavily on how pitchers such as Brady Singer and Daniel
Lynch continue to develop.
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Photo of the Day | On my way!

The UConn football team plays against Holy Cross at Rentschler Field on Saturday, Sept. 4. The Huskies lost 38-28 after a strong start during the first quarter. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB
PHOTOGRAPHER/ THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Ben Simmons saga and what will Philly do now?
by Evan Rodriguez

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

For the Philadelphia 76ers, this
offseason couldn’t have gone any
worse. After a disastrous fall at the
hands of the Atlanta Hawks after the
team rolled into the playoffs as the
number one seed, the team looked to
make major changes this offseason.
However, after missing out on major
free agent Kyle Lowry, the team will
be looking to move on from young
star Ben Simmons. How did Phil-

adelphia get into this position, and
how will they aim to get out of this
position that the loss of Simmons
will inevitably put them in?
First, there’s a massive variety of
weaknesses in Simmons’ game that
Philadelphia has been well aware of
in Simmons’ short four-year career.
The most glaring issue is most certainly his jump shot. In the current
world of the NBA, with the jump
shot being heavily relied upon, Simmons is such a weakness on the
floor on offense for his team that
they are limited to what they can do.

Ben Simmons #25 of the Philadelphia 76ers calls out a play against the
Atlanta Hawks during the first half of game 6 of the Eastern Conference Semifinals. Simons’ most glaring issue has been his jump shot.
PHOTO BY KEVIN C. COX/ GETTY IMAGES

While Simmons is a brilliant playmaker and has a wealth of offensive
options, including all-star center
Joel Embiid, the lack of a capable
jump shot doesn’t help the team on
offense. Opposing defenders constantly play away from Simmons
and take advantage of his weaknesses on offense without fail. With that
being said, there are plenty of other
problems in Simmons’ offense that
should be addressed.
Second, Simmons has almost no
confidence in himself. Nowhere was
this more apparent than in Philadelphia’s elimination series against the
Atlanta Hawks. How did Simmons
perform in a make-or-break elimination game to send his team to the
conference finals? Simmons put up
just one point and two assists. In
fact, Simmons averaged about 2.1
points in the fourth quarter alone
during the entire series and disappeared when the 76ers needed him
the most. Simmons lacks the confidence to score aggressively and
loses many opportunities with the
physical frame that he has. Simmons, who is known to be an excellent playmaker, could easily lure
defenders into the paint and dish
off the ball to the wealth of shooters
that Philly added during the 2020
offseason, including Danny Green
and Seth Curry. With Simmons’
physicality, he should be able to

finish under contact with no problems. However, Simmons’ lack of
confidence has hurt his game overall, and in even easier areas of the
game, like free-throw shooting, have
been affected significantly. In Simmons’ 12 game playoff run during
the 2020-2021 season, the All-Star
point guard shot just 34% from the
free-throw line. While Simmons is
not the greatest free-throw shooter,
his percentages have worsened and
he doesn’t seem to be improving under new coach Doc Rivers.
What does Philly do now? Simmons has not taken this trade news
well and has ultimately decided to
vocally make his plans evident to
the media, fans and the team. With
plans to not report to training camp,
an overall desire to leave and a list of
teams he wants to be traded to, Simmons is putting pressure to move
the all-star point guard quickly for
an adequate return. However, with a
substantial contract and a poor postseason, Simmons has made it hard
for Philadelphia to trade the all-star
for a solid return.
General manager Darry Morey
has certainly not made it easy to
move on from Simmons this offseason with Simmons’ wishes. After hearing Morey’s asking price,
NBA teams that have previously
shown interest in the all-star are
looking toward other options. With

the general asking price being four
first-round picks and a well-rounded young player, teams have backed
off negotiations with Morey and the
76ers. With Simmons’ poor production this past offseason for Philly,
it is definitely in the best interest of
teams to back off from negotiations
with Morey until the asking price
lowers considerably for other teams.
While Simmons is a phenomenal
player on the defensive side and certainly better than fans make him out
to be, I just don’t see Philadelphia
moving on from Simmons with their
current asking price.
With an unnamed Western Conference executive naming three California teams in Simmons’ list of preferred trade destinations, it is fairly
clear that the 76ers do not wish to be
limited to this small set of teams. Contending teams around the NBA, who
would love what Simmons brings to
the table, can offer much better trade
packages to Philly. The Sacramento Kings, who feature young guards
DeAaron Fox and Tyrese Haliburton, and the Golden State Warriors,
seem to have backed out of trade negotiations with the 76ers. As interest
dwindles in California for Simmons’
services, Philadelphia must look toward other options. It remains to be
unseen with everything in mind if
the team will fulfill a trade with Simmons’ wishes in mind.

Bold predictions for the 2021-22 NFL season
by Ryan Kelly

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ryan.w.kelly@uconn.edu

NFL Week One is officially upon
us, and football fans can feel the
excitement and anticipation in the
air. Last season, we got to witness
many great moments, but none
were more notable than Tom Brady
winning his seventh Super Bowl
in his first season with the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers. In a time when
the game is getting younger, Brady
reestablished the fact that he is the
best quarterback to ever step on a
football field.
With regard to surprises from
last season, there were good ones
and bad ones. The Cleveland
Browns, a team that was a hot mess
in 2019 and simply abysmal the seasons prior, put the league on notice
last season and it seems that Baker
Mayfield and company have finally
put it all together. On a less positive
note, the Dallas Cowboys, despite
drafting arguably the best wide receiver in last year’s draft and having
a superstar quarterback-running
back duo, underachieved immensely as they battled injuries and poor
performance from their highest
paid players.
As evident in the examples from

“The Cleveland Browns,
a team that was a hot
mess in 2019 and simply
abysmal the seasons
prior, put the league
on notice last season
and it seems that Baker
Mayfield and company
have finally put it all
together.”
last season, you may think you
know which teams and players will
succeed and which will struggle
this season, but the reality is that
football is an unpredictable sport
and you just never know which
team will burst onto the scene and
become a contender, or which player will shock the world and have a
breakout campaign. While I can
write about which teams will struggle and take a step back next season, in light of the beginning of the
NFL season finally being upon us,
I will instead focus on the positives
and give you my bold predictions
regarding teams and players that I
think will overachieve in the 202122 NFL season.

Look out for the Saints
Is Drew Brees a Hall of Fame
quarterback? Yes. Was he arguably the most accurate and efficient
passer of all time? Also yes. I am
not denying the fact that with Brees
retiring, the New Orleans Saints
are losing a legend and one of the
most knowledgeable football minds
the sport has seen. With that being
said, it would be foolish to ignore
that he did not perform anywhere
near Hall of Fame level last season.
Brees simply did not have the arm
strength to throw the ball downfield and it made the Saints offense
extremely one dimensional. Defenses were able to shrink the field,
making it very difficult for receivers
to create space, and teams were also
able to key on star running back
Alvin Kamara. Considering all this,
it is incredibly impressive that the
Saints still managed to finish 12-4
and win the NFC South. However,
the flaws to their offensive scheme
was exposed in a big way against
the Buccaneers in the playoffs.
Looking ahead to this season,
this is still one of the more talented rosters in the NFC and they
now have a quarterback in Jameis
Winston, who is capable of making the big play. While everyone

Jameis Winston #2 of the New Orleans Saints looks to pass against
the Baltimore Ravens. Winston is capable of making the big play as his
potential is through the roof. PHOTO BY SCOTT TAETSCH/ GETTY IMAGES

knows Winston as the quarterback
who threw 30 interceptions and 30
touchdowns in the same season,
people never seem to realize what
this tells us about his potential: it
is through the roof. From a mental standpoint, there are not many
quarterbacks who could make that
many mistakes and still hold their
head up and make great plays in
the same game. In Tampa Bay, Jameis Winston was the victim of a
system that encouraged throwing

deep balls the majority of the time.
Mike Evans was his top target, and
it is very possible that Winston was
forcing it to Evans down the field
because he was the star wide receiver.
The situation in New Orleans is
very different. Although he is injured right now, Winston’s eventual top target, Michael Thomas, is
not a guy who only goes deep. In

See NFL, p. 11
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WILL THE MIAMI DOLPHINS OR STEELERS BE SUCCESSFUL?
NFL, cont. from p. 10
fact, he does most of his damage
through slant and crossing routes.
This will prevent Winston’s temptation to throw risky deep balls and
will instead promote long, steady
drives: a great formula for winning
football. Not to mention Winston
has probably the most elite checkdown option in the NFL in Kamara.
Winston has also already formed a
great connection with second-year
receiver Marquez Callaway, who
figures to be the top target until
Thomas returns. And, just for a final little detail, Jameis Winston got
to watch and learn from the great
Drew Brees last season. Expect him
to look like a different quarterback
than he did in Tampa Bay.
Defensively, the Saints should essentially pick up right where they
left off. Cornerback Marshon Lattimore has always had Mike Evans’
number and he consistently takes
the opposing team’s best receiver out of the game. It is extremely
difficult to function without one
of your star players, and this is
what Lattimore forces teams to do.
Linebacker Demario Davis and defensive end Cameron Jordan, the
Saints’ other star defenders, will
lead a young, talented defense to
another successful season.
There is no reason why the Saints
shouldn’t be one of the more complete teams in the NFC just as they
were last season, and now they
have a quarterback who can expand the field and keep the defense
on their toes.
Andy Dalton Will Remain
The Bears’ Starting Quarterback
I’m sure I will get a lot of hate
and disgust for this prediction, but
when I look at the Chicago Bears, I

Alabama running back Najee Harris (22) reacts to his touchdown
against Florida. The Steelers’ drafted Harris; a gifted athlete. PHOTO BY
JOHN BAZEMORE/ GETTY IMAGES

see a team that can win games with
an average quarterback. Running
back David Montgomery blossomed in the latter half of last season, putting up superstar numbers.
From a receiving standpoint, Allen
Robinson is a true No. 1 wide receiver while Darnell Mooney and Marquise Goodwin fill out the remaining two starting spots. All three of
these receivers are above average
playmakers, and at least one of
them should go into every game
with a mismatch. All Andy Dalton
has to do is identify the mismatch
and execute.
People gave Dalton a hard time
about his performance with the
Dallas Cowboys last season, but the
reality is that the Cowboys were an
utter dumpster fire last season and
he was just a product of a team that
had no identity or will to win. Based
on Ezekiel Elliott’s performance
last season, Dalton will be getting
an upgrade at running back in David Montgomery, and although he
had good receivers in Dallas, none
of them possessed the physical gifts
of Allen Robinson. The Bears of-

fense has a lot of pieces that should
make Dalton’s job relatively easy,
and to be honest, it wouldn’t kill
rookie Justin Fields to watch and
learn from the sideline for a year as
long as Dalton is winning games.
Tua Tagovailoa Will Have
A Breakout Season
Living in New England, I may
also receive some backlash with
this take. However, the facts are
the facts, and the Miami Dolphins
provided Tagovailoa with a plethora of weapons going into this season. First off, Miami drafted star
Alabama wide receiver and former
teammate of Tagovailoa, Jaylen
Waddle. I think one of the downfalls of the sophomore’s previous
season was that he lacked a versatile, speedy receiver that is capable
of changing speed and direction
quickly like he had at Alabama
with both Jaylen Waddle and Henry Ruggs of the Oakland Raiders. It
is not that Tagovailoa is dependent
on having these types of players,
but one of his biggest strengths is

buying time in the pocket and using his mobility behind the line of
scrimmage to extend plays. Last
year, the Dolphins did not have a
receiver who took advantage of this
attribute of Tagovailoa. No cornerback will be able to contain Jaylen
Waddle if the young quarterback
extends plays and stays patient in
the pocket, which is why I think the
two of them will be an elite quarterback-receiver duo in the NFL.
I should also add that the Dolphins signed Will Fuller, who is a
high level talent and was Deshaun
Watson’s go to guy in Houston after DeAndre Hopkins was traded.
Fuller is a very skilled route runner
who will be open downfield and
will create big play opportunities
for Tagovailoa. Likewise, Devante
Parker will be on the other side doing the same thing. Defensive coordinators are going to have to choose
who they assign their top cornerbacks to, and it should give Tagovailoa the comfortable and familiar
role of looking at the most exploitable matchup and trusting himself
to make plays.
The running game, led by Myles Gaskin, should be effective once
again and give their offense multiple dimensions, but it is no secret
that Dolphins will go as far as Tagovailoa takes them. I truly believe
that weapons were the primary issue last year and with the additions
of Waddle and Fuller, Tagovailoa
should be able to play a style that
allows him to be himself and take
calculated risks that will, most of
the time, result in success.
Najee Harris will make the
Steelers contenders
Everyone remembers the Steelers’ embarrassing loss in last year’s
playoffs at the hands of the Cleveland Browns, a division rival. As
the Browns and Ravens continue

improving and maturing, people
seem to already be writing off the
Steelers as AFC North contenders,
and there is certainly no talk of
them getting to the Super Bowl.
With that said, the Steelers are
a new team this year, due in large
part to one player. Last season,
Pittsburgh was dead last in rushing yards. They were the most one
dimensional team in the league,
which did not bode well for a team
with an aging quarterback. However, in the NFL Draft, they wasted
no time in solving this problem as
they drafted highly touted Alabama running back Najee Harris
with their first round pick. If you’ve
ever watched Harris play, you
know how gifted of an athlete and
player he is. This is a guy who can
juke a linebacker, hurdle a cornerback, and truck a safety all in the
same play. His speed, strength, and
agility are all top notch. There are
no flaws in his game. Pittsburgh is
essentially going from having no
running back (sorry James Conner) to having a potential top five
running back in the league. This
will take an enormous amount of
pressure off Ben Roethisberger and
will force defenses to pay attention
to the backfield rather than only
worrying about receivers Diontae
Johnson, Juju Smith-Schuster, and
Chase Claypool.
With the injury to JK Dobbins
of the Ravens, Pittsburgh instantly has something that Baltimore
doesn’t: a workhorse running back.
The ground game is one of the most
underrated parts of football and it
will allow the Steelers to control
the pace of the game and give their
defense the opportunity to rest for
extended periods of time. Assuming they don’t suffer any significant
injuries, I have no doubt that the
Steelers will be one of the top teams
in the AFC this season thanks to
having an elite running back.

An overview of PSG’s crazy transfer window
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

Paris Saint-Germain had arguably one of the greatest and craziest
summer transfer windows that the
football world has ever seen. The
multiple top tier players brought in
by PSG President Nasser Al-Khelaifi and sporting director Leonardo Araujo are meant to aid a squad
that has been in desperate need of
reinforcements for quite some time.
The first move of the window
saw Paris swoop up Georginio Wijnaldum on a free transfer. This
meant that PSG did not have to pay
a fee to any club as the Dutch international’s contract had just run out
with English side Liverpool FC.
Wijnaldum is a 30-year-old center
midfielder who has been described
by some football analysts as being
“press resistant,” meaning he is able
to retain possession of the ball even
when pressured by the defense.
Another free transfer came
PSG’s way at the end of June, as
former Real Madrid center back,
“El Capitán” Sergio Ramos would
join the Parisians after his contract
ran out with “Los Merengues.”
The Spaniard signed a two-year
contract with Paris and will look
to solidify his place in the starting

11. While he is 35 years old, Ramos
can most certainly have a positive
impact in the defense, as he is considered one of the greatest defenders the sport has ever seen. Nevertheless, he will have to stay fit,
something that he struggled with
throughout the 2020/21 season, as
he was only able to play 21 matches
in all competitions.
Since Qatar Sports Investment
(QSI) took over the club in 2011,
they have failed to find an elite-level right back. That all changed this
summer, as PSG was able to sign
Achraf Hakimi from Italian side
Inter Milan for $66 million. The
Moroccan international was vital in
Antonio Conte’s squad and was one
of the main reasons why Inter was
able to snatch the Scudetto away
from Juventus. Hakimi is known
for his pace, which makes him unstoppable in the attack and defense.
Goalkeeper
Gianluigi
Donnarumma’s contract with Italian
side AC Milan was also set to expire
in the summer, This meant PSG
had the opportunity to sign him on
a free transfer, which they did. The
22-year-old Italian is one of the best
young goalkeepers in the world and
will have to go up against veteran
Keylor Navas for the starting spot
in the squad. While Navas is also an
exceptional talent he is 34 years old

and the club may be looking toward
the future with a younger goalkeeper in Donnarumma.
Paris was also able to secure the
services of another fullback in Portuguese left back Nuno Mendes for
$44 million. The young 19-year-old
demonstrated flashes of brilliance
for his former club Sporting Lisbon, and is set to compete with Juan
Bernat, Layvin Kurzawa and Abdou Diallo for the left back position.
While these were all great transfers and filled key holes in the
squad, the best transfer the club
made was when they signed Argentine winger Lionel Messi on a free
transfer in August. Messi’s contract
expired this summer, but he had
no intention of leaving FC Barcelona and was expected to sign a new
deal. However, due to the club’s economic difficulties, Messi was not
able to be registered in the squad,
meaning he could not continue at
Barcelona any longer.
PSG immediately became the
frontrunner in the race for Messi,
as they have his former teammate
Neymar Jr. on the squad, along with
multiple Spanish speaking players
in Keylor Navas and Sergio Ramos,
and fellow Argentine compatriots
in Angel Di Maria, Leandro Paredes
and manager Mauricio Pochettino.
Messi’s arrival at the French

capital means he will be forming
a deadly attacking trio alongside
Neymar and Kylian Mbappe. All
three have yet to play together, but
will most certainly cause havoc for
opposition defenses when they do.
While Mbappe is one of the three
deadly attackers in this trio he expressed his desire in August to not
continue with Paris any longer, as
he sought a move to Spanish giants Real Madrid. Despite the late
request, negotiations were held
between both clubs; PSG wanted
the equivalent of almost $250 million for Mbappe, but Madrid would
only offer around $215 million early
on in the negotiations.
Nevertheless, on transfer deadline day (the last day that transfers
can take place), Real Madrid upped
their offer to nearly $240 million.
Still, this was not enough for Paris,
who would not budge despite the
player’s discontent and desire to
leave. This will prove costly for the
Parisians because Mbappe will most
likely leave on a free transfer to Madrid, since he is entering the final
year of his contract. Paris had an
opportunity to cash in on the French
superstar before it was too late, but
in the end decided against it.
There are multiple reasons as to
why Paris decided against a deal.
For one, the club is desperate to

win their first ever Champions
League and would rather go all out
than sell one of their best attacking forwards. Moreover, QSI and
Qatar want PSG to win the Champions League to look good going
into the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
The chances of winning the UEFA
Champions League is exponentially higher with Mbappe than without him.
Finally, it may just be that PSG
doesn’t feel as if they need the money. They are a state-owned club
with an unlimited amount of funds;
choosing to not cash in on a star
player before he potentially leaves
for free might sound like bad business, but the sheer amount of money that Qatar has means they have
the luxury of throwing away sums
of $250 million and higher.
The decision not to sell Mbappe
means the pressure is now at an
all-time high. If they fail to win the
Champions League their gamble on
Mbappe will be in vain, and they will
have failed to win it with the likes of
Messi and Neymar on the squad.
So far, they’ve had a good start
to the season, as they’ve won
their first three opening matches.
They’ll need to maintain this form
throughout the entirety of the season; something they have failed to
do in years past.

Cole injured, surging Blue Jays power past Yankees 5-1
NEW YORK (AP) — Marcus
Semien homered again, Alejandro
Kirk went deep twice and the surging Toronto Blue Jays beat the skidding Yankees 5-1 on Tuesday night
after New York ace Gerrit Cole exited early with a hamstring injury.
Cole (14-7) was pulled in the
fourth inning with left hamstring
tightness after allowing a sacrifice
fly to Reese McGuire that gave the
Blue Jays a 3-1 lead. After the throw
from center fielder Aaron Judge deflected off his glove, Cole motioned
to the dugout and was checked out
by trainer Tim Lentych.
Cole allowed three runs, two
earned, and five hits in 3 2/3 innings. After striking out 15 on
Wednesday against the Angels, he
threw 70 pitches as Toronto put together several long at-bats against

the star right-hander.
Semien extended his career high
with his 38th homer and seventh
against the Yankees this year when
he connected off Albert Abreu to
open the fifth for a 4-1 lead. It was
the sixth homer in six games for
Semien, whose previous career best
was 33 for Oakland in 2019.
Kirk went deep in the second off
Cole and connected again in the
eighth as Toronto won its sixth
straight and for the ninth time in 10
games.
Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit a go-ahead
sacrifice fly in the fourth on a night
when slugger Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
had his career-high hitting streak
stopped at 14 games.
Steven Matz (11-7) allowed one
run over six innings and matched
his career high for wins. He struck

out six, walked none and withstood
several long outs to the warning
track.
Anthony Rizzo hit an RBI single
for New York, which dropped its
fourth straight. The Yankees remained a half-game ahead of rival
Boston, which lost to Tampa Bay,
for the first AL wild card. New York
lost for the eighth time in 10 games
since a 13-game winning streak
Aug. 14-27.
Joakim Soria got a double play to
end a scoreless seventh, Tim Mayza
pitched the eighth and Jordan Romano finished up for the Blue Jays.
GALLO SITS
Slumping slugger Joey Gallo was
rested by the Yankees after going 0
for 4 with four strikeouts Monday.

Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Steven Matz throws to a New York Yankees
batter during the third inning of a baseball game Tuesday, Sept. 7,
2021, at Yankee Stadium in New York. PHOTO BY BILL KOSTROUN/ AP
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Point/Counterpoint: Will the Yankees or Red Sox
make it further in the 2021 MLB Playoffs?
by Evan Rodriguez:,

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
EVAN.2.RODRIGUEZ@UCONN.EDU
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ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

With under a month left in this
2021 MLB season, there are several fantastic storylines to cover
before a team grabs the trophy.
One of these storylines brings
fans back to one of the most historic rivalries in the entire
world of sports today:
the New York Yankees and the Boston Red Sox. As
both
teams
prepare
to
battle until the final game
of
the
season,
a
question arises: Which
team will
outlast the
other in the
MLB playoffs?
Evan Rodriguez
and Jonathan Synott aim to answer
this question.

Evan:

The New
York Yankees are certainly a team of good and
bad this year. After, at one point,
being a team 10 games out of first
place in the A.L. East, going on
a 13 game winning streak, then
losing seven out of their last
nine games, the team is in an interesting predicament. Despite

the rough patches this season,
I think the good outweighs the
bad for this team, and I certainly
know that they are better than
the Red Sox this season. While
I see the Red Sox’s plethora of
talent throughout the baseball
diamond, I still don’t see them
matching up with the Yankees
this season. With American
League Cy Young candidate Gerrit Cole, fan-favorite
Aaron Judge
and
hits
leader
D.J.

L eMahieu,
it’s going to
take a lot more than the
Boston Red Sox to send this team
packing back to the Bronx.

Jon: When at their peak,
the Yankees are one of the best
teams in baseball. That’s why
Vegas had them projected to be
a top three team in the league
back in March. But there’s a rea-

son New York isn’t on that pedestal anymore: their 2021 performance. This is a season-long
third place team that got hot for
a month after the All Star Game.
Let’s not have this mirage overshadow how the first half of the
season went (and how the rest
of the season is trending). There
were points not long ago when
most Yankees fans were calling
for Aaron Boone’s head. There
was little production from this
offense, especially in big game
situations. Meanwhile, the Red
Sox were cruising along, holding first place for the majority
of the season. While projected
to be a middle-of-the-pack team,
they instead exceeded expectations, with guys like Bobby Dalbec, Hunter Renfroe and Garrett
Whitlock stepping up to support
their already strong core. With
Chris Sale and Kyle Schwarber
fully healthy, I can’t imagine the
Red Sox losing the Wild Card
game to this underwhelming
Yankees squad.

Evan: While the Yankees
have had some problems, they
have most certainly improved
from the beginning of the season. This is a different ball
club regardless of their firsthalf struggles. If the Yankees’
first-half woes are going to be
brought up, it would be a shame
not to bring up the problems in
Boston. Pitching-wise, the team
lacks reliable arms to go deep
into games along with a reliable
closer. While I do like Nathan
Eovaldi and Garrett Whitlock,
that simply isn’t enough, espe-

cially if the Red Sox aim to go
farther than the Yankees in the
playoffs. With New York, they
bring Cole, Loáisiga, Taillon and
more to match up with Boston.
You brought up Sale, but his
last start against the first-place
Tampa Bay Rays, in which 10
hits and five runs were given up,
doesn’t seem very encouraging.
While I’m very encouraged by
Schwarber, Giancarlo Stanton’s
second-half tear shows me more
promise. In a possible Wild Card
Game for each team, I see the Yankees firing back
at anything
Boston
c a n
g ive

them
and finally sending Boston back
to Fenway Park.

Jon: The Yankees have absolutely improved since their
first half woes, that’s true. But
the postseason is all about which
team is rolling, and I think New

York got too hot too quick. In
their last 10 games, they are 3-7,
including a series loss to the bottomfeeder Orioles. Boston is now
5-5 in their last five, but have not
lost a series in three weeks, despite losing legitimately half the
team momentarily to COVID-19.
They have one of the easiest
schedules in the league the rest
of the way and should feel confident in surpassing the Yankees in
the standings to win home field
for the wild card game. Sale’s
last start wasn’t his best, but it
is worth noting that only one
run was earned (four
resulted from a ball
getting lost in the
sun) and the
Rays are the
best team in
the American League.
In terms
of
their
pitching
depth, the
starters
have been
consistently keeping
the team in
games all year,
and the additions of Garrett
Richards and Tanner Houck to the bullpen
have improved their numbers
immensely. The Red Sox have
proven themselves against the
Yankees this year, already winning the season series with three
games to go, and I have no reason
to see that success wouldn’t continue in a one game playoff.

Jon’s Take: Last minute Fantasy Football risers
Well, it’s finally that time of the
year.
After 214 days
of waiting, NFL
Football is back
on Thursday night,
when Dak Prescott
and the Dallas Cowboys
take on Tom Brady and
the Super Bowl Champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
While we’ve been
drafting our fantasy football leagues for the past month or so,
there’s been a lot of shuffling across
the league, resulting in many players’
stocks to jump up. Before the season
starts, let’s dive into some of those
risers.
James Robinson (RB - JAX)
and Gus Edwards (RB - BAL)
While these two have seen their
stock rise under unpleasant circumstances, they are climbing up
weekly big boards nonetheless. After second-year back JK Dobbins
succumbed to a season ending injury
last week, Edwards projects to be the
new RB1 for the year. While he is now
a great option, I would personally sell
high on him, as he has never been a
bell-cow type running back. Expect
him to share some of the carries with
Ty’Son Williams and Justice Hill, as
well as mobile quarterback Lamar

Jackson. Still, he is undoubtedly now
a starting caliber running back in any
league. I am a little higher on Robinson, who is no
longer handcuffed to
star rookie RB
Travis
E t i enne
after
his
sea-

but that all changed when Newton
got cut from the team this past week.
It came as a bit of a shock, as he started every preseason game with the
first team. But now, it seems like the
Pats are going with the sinkor-swim method for their
rookie signal-caller. In
terms of Jones’ fantasy
outlook, I see his ceiling
this season as a high end
QB2 with a low floor, so
in
any two quarterback
league this may be
the time to take a
risk and scoop him up.
Jerry Jeudy (WR DEN) and Courtland
Sutton (WR - DEN)

son-ending injury. Last year, he finished as RB7 in standard leagues.
Expect him to come close to or exceed that mark again, as the duo
of Duke Johnson and Carlos
Hyde should not take away too
many of his carries.
Mac Jones (QB NE)

These two, along with the rest
of the Denver pass-catchers, saw
their fantasy value tick upward after the team announced that Teddy
Bridgewater would
be the new starting
quarterback.
While he’s no
Patrick Mahomes,

UPCOMING GAMES

Field Hockey
Sunday

vs.
Women’s Soccer, Thursday, 7 p.m.
Storrs, CT

vs.

1

0

vs.
Women’s Volleyball, Friday, 4:30 pm

Hanover, N.H.

water will provide a
nificant upgrade
over last season’s
starter
Drew
Lock. While
L o c k
flashed
potential
in 2019, he
struggled
with consistency in
2020, posting a QBR of
over 70 just
twice
in
13 games.
With the
Panthers
last year,
Bridgewat e r
consistently
led the offense
to
high
scoring games,
despite
lacking his superstar
running back Christian McCaffrey,
as well as a decent offensive line. He
should be in an even better position
than last year, and should feed his
receivers plenty of fantasy points en
route to a playoff push.
Rhamondre Stevenson (RB
- NE)

We knew Jones
was going to start at
some point, but week
one? The plan was
to develop “Mac and
Cheese” under the tutelage of
former MVP Cam Newton,

UCONN SCOREBOARD

Bridges i g-

While it does feel weird putting two
Patriots players in a rising fantasy
value list, especially a running back,
it’s definitely justified. People don’t
typically look at preseason stats as

an indication of regular season play,
with a few exceptions (Dak Prescott
comes to mind). Stevenson had been
tearing it up, accumulating 161 yards
after contact, 216 rushing yards total
and five touchdowns, which led all
running backs in the preseason. He
was also very efficient, with a second-best 85.5 PFF grade overall. Stevenson is built like a typical Bill Belichick
back, so expect him
t o
thrive early in his
career, with
hopefully
more
lon-

g e vi t y
than
his predecessor Sony Michel.
Damien
Harris
and James White
are still above him
on the depth chart but
as the season goes on,
don’t be surprised if Stevenson carves himself a
bigger role, especially at
the goal line.

UConn Baseball

@uconnhuskies

#6 @uconnfhockey posted their ﬁrst
shutout of the season with a 1-0 road W
at UMass Lowell
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INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Jonathan Synott

@UConnBSB
Off to work we go! #RollSkies
Paul Doyle

@Paul Doyle1
Lamont supports UConn moving on
from football coach Edsall: ‘It’s probably
time to leave’
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