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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*23

as of 10:48 p.m. on Oct. 4

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)5

*positive test results

23 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 29 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

by Thomas Alvarez
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

Over 40 candidates 
ran for the 
available University 
of Connecticut 
Undergraduate 
Student 
Government 
senate positions 
across 17 
constituencies, 
including 
Residential, 
Academic and 
Multicultural 
and Diversity 
constituencies. 

Not every seat 
was filled for every 
constituency. For 
a seat to be filled, 
someone must 
either run for the 
position, or a valid 
write-in candidate 
(someone part 
of the particular 
constituency)  
needs to receive 
at least 10 votes, 
according to 
the USG fall 2021 
election packet. 

Listed are the 
results of the 
elections, including 
exact vote counts. 
Vacant seats have 
been noted, and 
when applicable, 
those who were 
not elected fall 
below the line 
noted for each 
district. 

UConn releases two annual reports on campus crime, fire and safety
by Henry Kulp
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
henry.kulp@uconn.edu

Last week the University of Con-
necticut released the 2020 Annual 
Security and Fire Safety Report as 
well as the Annual Legislative report, 
detailing reported crimes, fi re and 
safety policies throughout the past 
year at the University, according to a 
UConn Today post.  

The fi rst report, the Annual Secu-
rity and Fire Safety Report, is man-
dated by the federal Clery Act for 
universities receiving federal money 
and is prepared by the UConn Divi-
sion of Public Safety, according to the 

post.  
According to the Security and Fire 

Safety Report, there were seven re-
ports of rape, two reports of fondling, 
six reports of domestic or dating vi-
olence and six reports of stalking on 
the Storrs campus in 2020.  

Reports of rape, fondling and do-
mestic or dating violence in 2020 
were lower than in 2018 and 2019, ac-
cording to the report. There was one 
more report of stalking than in 2019, 
but fewer than in 2018. 

Additionally, the Security and 
Fire Safety Report reported 10 ar-
rests and 69 disciplinary referrals 
for drug abuse violations and three 
arrests and 199 disciplinary refer-

rals for liquor law violations on the 
Storrs campus in 2020. There were 
zero arrests for weapons violations, 
a decrease from three in 2019 and 
two in 2018.  

There were also six cases of bur-
glary, fi ve cases of motor vehicle 
theft, two cases of arson and two 
hate crime incidents in 2020, accord-
ing to the Security and Fire Safety 
Report.  

The report’s fi re safety section re-
corded eight fi res in residence halls 
on the Storrs campus in 2020, of 
which seven had an accidental cause 
and one had an incendiary cause. 
Also, three fi res with incendiary 
causes occurred in campus locations 

other than residence halls in 2020.  
The Annual Legislative Report is 

required by Connecticut law of all 
colleges and universities in the state 
and is produced by the UConn Of-
fi ce of Institutional Equity.  

According to the Annual Legisla-
tive Report, there were 80 cases of 
sexual assault, 16 cases of stalking 
and 70 cases of intimate partner vi-
olence that UConn was made aware 
of in 2020.  

The report notes that its numbers 
of reported crimes are higher than 
those in the Security and Fire Safety 
Report due to the two reports’ diff er-
ent criteria.  

“The Clery Act restricts report-

ing to certain, expressly defi ned 
criminal acts pursuant to criminal 
statute occurring within specifi cal-
ly defi ned geographical locations,” 
according to the Annual Legisla-
tive report. “Conversely, this report 
captures all incidents disclosed to 
the institution, regardless of on or 
off -campus location, year of inci-
dent, whether the incident would 
represent a violation of university 
policy or criminal statute, or direct 
connection of incident to UConn.”  

Of the cases reported in the Annu-
al Legislative Report, 34 of the sex-
ual assault cases, 13 of the stalking 
cases and 45 of the intimate partner 
violence cases occurred in 2020. 
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This week in national news
by Amanda Kilyk
NEWS EDITOR
amanda.kilyk@uconn.edu

This week, a U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice tested positive for 
COVID-19, an oil spill occurred 
in California, an AP poll showed 
that a majority of Americans sup-
port Afghan refugee resettlement 
in the U.S. and the pharmaceuti-
cal company Johnson & Johnson 
plans to request FDA approval 
for their COVID-19 booster vac-
cine. 

Supreme Court Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh tests posi-

tive for COVID-19 

According to National Public 
Radio, Supreme Court Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 last Thurs-
day. Meanwhile, his wife and his 
daughters tested negative for the 
virus.  

According to a statement from 
the Supreme Court, Kavanaugh 
was due to attend Justice Amy 
Coney Barrett’s investiture cer-
emony on Friday, but did not at-
tend after receiving the results.  

According to NPR, this news 
came a few days prior to Monday, 
when the Court was due to re-
sume in-person oral arguments. 

Southern California expe-
riences oil spill, closes Los 

Angeles beaches  

 A spill leaking 120,000 gallons 
of oil offshore of Newport Beach 
and Huntington Beach in Cali-
fornia was reported last Satur-
day, according to the Washington 
Post.  

Officials said the spill spans 13 
square miles, threatens nearby 

wildlife and is considered an “en-
vironmental catastrophe.”   

According to the Washington 
Post, Huntington Beach Mayor 
Pro Tem Kim Carr said in a news 
conference, “This oil spill consti-
tutes one of the most devastating 
situations that our community 
has dealt with in decades.” 

The rig from which the spill 
originated is still under investi-
gation, and officials have yet to 
confirm whether the spill has ful-
ly stopped. 

Johnson & Johnson looks 
to get FDA approval for 

COVID-19 booster 

 According to the New York 
Times, Johnson & Johnson is set 
to ask for FDA authorization for 
a booster shot of its coronavirus 
vaccine this week. 

This is similar to both Pfizer- 
BioNTech, who received emer-
gency authorization for their 
booster last month, and Moder-
na, who also awaits emergency 

FDA approval for their respec-
tive coronavirus booster shots.  

“The firm is the last of the three 
federally authorized vaccine pro-
viders to call for extra injections, 
amid mounting evidence that at 
least the elderly and other high-
risk groups need more protec-
tion,” the New York Times wrote. 

According to the article, offi-
cials are concerned the approved 
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine is not as effective at com-
bating the virus as the other vac-

cines, mounting concern for its 
booster shot as well.  

“Federal officials have become 
increasingly worried that the 
more than 15 million Americans 
who received the Johnson & John-
son vaccine face too much risk of 
severe COVID-19,” the New York 
Times reported. 

The FDA has scheduled a 
meeting for Oct. 15 to determine 
whether to grant an “emergency 
use authorization” for Johnson & 
Johnson’s booster shot. 

Associated Press reports a 
majority of Americans are in 
favor of allowing in Afghan 

refugees  

The Associated Press and the 
National Opinion Research Center 
for Public Aff airs Research ran a 
poll that found a majority of Amer-
icans to be in-favor of Afghan refu-
gees, who have worked previously 
with the U.S. in the past, to be of-
fered resettlement in the U.S.  

“The survey from The Associ-
ated Press-NORC Center for Pub-
lic Aff airs Research fi nds 72% of 
Americans say they favor the U.S. 
granting refugee status to people 
who worked with the U.S. or Af-
ghan governments during the war 
in Afghanistan, if they pass securi-
ty checks,” the AP reported. 

The AP poll also found that the 
majority of Americans find it an 
American duty to help find ref-
uge for Afghan refugees seeking 
help from Taliban retaliation.  

“...The poll findings bear out 
what they are seeing on the 
ground: Large numbers of Amer-
icans regard giving the Afghans 
a refuge from any Taliban retal-
iation as a duty and a necessary 
coda of the nearly 20-year war,” 
AP reported.

Among the headlines that swept the nation this week, one major story was Johnson & Johnson’s plans 
to seek FDA approval for distributing COVID-19 booster shots. While other developers like Pfizer-BioN-
Tech have already been approved for their booster just last month, Johnson & Johnson awaits for the 
FDA’s decision on Oct. 15.   PHOTOGRAPH BY JERNEJ FURMAN, VIA FLICKR

COVID vaccine mandate takes effect for NYC teachers, staff
NEW YORK (AP) — A COVID-19 

vaccine requirement for teachers 
and other staff  members took ef-
fect Monday in New York City’s 
million-plus-student public school 
system, in a key test of the employee 
vaccination mandates being rolled 
out across the country.

The city had planned to bring 
in substitutes where needed, with 
Mayor Bill de Blasio warning 
that unvaccinated school employ-
ees would be placed on unpaid 
leave. But 95% of the city’s roughly 
148,000 public school staff ers had 
received at least one vaccine dose as 
of Monday morning, including 96% 
of teachers and 99% of principals, 
de Blasio said.

“Our parents need to know their 
kids will be safe,” the mayor said. 
“They entrust us with their chil-
dren. That’s what this mandate is 
all about. Every adult in our schools 
is now vaccinated, and that’s going 
to be the rule going forward.”

Schools Chancellor Meisha Ross 
Porter said she did not know ex-
actly how many employees had 
declined the shots and been put on 

leave.
Implementing the mandate 

smoothly could be a test for de 
Blasio, a Democrat who boasted of 
the city’s record of keeping school 
buildings open during most of the 
last school year when other dis-
tricts went to all-remote instruc-
tion. New York City is not off ering 
a remote option this year.

The nation’s largest school sys-
tem is one of the fi rst in the coun-
try to require inoculations for all 
its staff ers. The system’s mandate 
does not include a test-out option, 
but does allow for medical and re-
ligious exemptions. A similar man-
date is set to go into eff ect in Los 
Angeles on Oct. 15.

Some 43,000 doses have been ad-
ministered since the mandate was 
announced Aug. 23, de Blasio said.

U.S. Secretary of Education Mi-
guel Cardona hailed the vaccine 
mandate, saying New York City is 
“doing it right.”

“Students need to be in the class-
room. They need to be safe and we 
need to make sure we’re doing ev-
erything possible to let our staff  

get vaccinated and make sure that 
our schools are as safe as possible,” 
Cardona said.

Vaccination rates rose in every 
school job category after the mandate 
was announced. District Council 37 
of the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees, 
which represents some 20,000 city 
Department of Education employees, 
said 93% of those workers had pro-
vided proof of at least one COVID-19 
vaccine dose as of Sunday, up from 
68% at the beginning of September.

Under a deal worked out with the 
city, unvaccinated District Council 
37 members who want to apply for a 
medical or religious exemption have 
until 5 p.m. Tuesday to do so, union 

offi  cials said in a news release.
The mandate was supposed to go 

into eff ect last week, but was delayed 
when a federal appeals court granted 
a temporary injunction sought by a 
group of teachers. An appeals panel 
reversed that decision three days lat-
er. A request to the Supreme Court 
for an injunction was also denied.

Roxanne Rizzi, who teaches tech-
nology at an elementary school in 
Queens, waited until Friday to get 
her fi rst coronavirus vaccine shot.

“I had to do it for the fi nances of my 
family,” she said.

Rizzi, 55, had resisted the vaccine 
because she contracted COVID-19 in 
November and believed natural im-
munity would protect her. She said 
she would continue to protest the 
mandate.

According to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
people should get vaccinated even if 
they have already been infected by 
the virus. The agency says COVID-19 
vaccines off er better protection than 
natural immunity and help prevent 
getting infected again.

Some people vocally opposed to 

vaccine mandates did protest Mon-
day. Video posted to social media 
showed demonstrators marching in 
locations around the city, including 
outside a Department of Education 
building in Brooklyn, carrying signs 
saying things such as: “Resist Medi-
cal Tyranny!”

Another video on social me-
dia showed people overturning a 
COVID-19 testing facility’s tent and 
table as the protesters marched 
passed it.

Many students and parents sup-
port the vaccine mandate as the best 
way to keep schools open during the 
pandemic.

“It’s safer for our kids,” said Joyce 
Ramirez, 28, who was picking her 
three children up from a Bronx ele-
mentary school last week.

Cody Miller, a 15-year-old soph-
omore at a high school in Man-
hattan, said teachers should all be 
vaccinated. “I think they should,” 
said the teen, who got vaccinated 
himself as soon as the Pfi zer shot 
was approved for people 12 and up. 
“It’s so many kids, it’s a big environ-
ment, you know?”

“Every adult in 
our schools is now 

vaccinated, and that’s 
going to be the rule 

going forward.”
NYC MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
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Indigenous filmmaker’s ‘every 
breath’ a fight for his people

In this April 26, 2020 photo Myron Dewey, a filmmaker and member 
of the Walker River Paiute Tribe, speaks out against a proposed 
expansion of the Fallon Naval Air Station during a public meeting 
in Fallon, Nev. Dewey, who helped draw worldwide attention to 
the concerns of Native Americans fighting an oil pipeline near the 
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation, died Sunday, Sept. 26, 2021, after 
his car crashed in rural Nevada.

PHOTOGRAPH BY BENJAMIN SPILLMAN VIA AP

CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) — My-
ron Dewey, a filmmaker and jour-
nalist who helped draw worldwide 
attention to the concerns of Native 
Americans fighting an oil pipeline 
near the Standing Rock Sioux Reser-
vation, has died.

Dewey, a citizen of the Walker Riv-
er Paiute Tribe, passed away Sunday 
when his car crashed in rural Neva-
da, the Nye County sheriff said. The 
49-year-old had posted footage on 
Twitter a day earlier from a central 
Nevada military installation where 
he and other members of local tribes 
have long protested the proposed 
expansion of a U.S. Navy bombing 
range.

Dewey won acclaim for his live 
footage of the 2016 demonstrations 
over the Dakota Access Pipeline 
near the Standing Rock Reservation, 
which straddles the North Dako-
ta-South Dakota border. His visuals 
of Native Americans being sprayed 
with water cannons in freezing 
weather were viewed by hundreds 
of thousands after appearing online 
and in the news.

He later co-directed the docu-
mentary “Awake: A Dream from 
Standing Rock,” which outlined the 
demonstrators’ motivations — to 
preserve the environment and fight 
for clean water.

Friends and relatives said they will 
remember Dewey for his commit-
ment to advocating for Native Amer-
icans, for being a devoted friend and 
family member and for the authen-
ticity of his work.

“He was able to show a perspective 
and viewpoint that was simply be-
ing ignored because of the systemic 
oppression our people have encoun-
tered as long as we’ve been here,” 
said Dewey’s cousin Lance West. “It 
was his story to tell, and only some-
one like him could share it in a man-
ner that really spoke to us.”

Dewey was among a group of Na-
tive journalists arrested during the 
Dakota Access Pipeline protests 

when he filmed employees of the 
company constructing the pipeline. 
The Morton County sheriff accused 
him of stalking private security work-
ers using a drone video recorder, but 
prosecutors ultimately dropped the 
charges.

His footage from the fight’s front 
lines was one episode in a long career 
of chronicling Indigenous and envi-
ronmental issues throughout North 
America.

Dewey founded the media produc-
tion company Digital Smoke Signals, 
which produced work about schools 
on reservation land in Nevada and 
about tribal land management prac-
tices in the Pacific Northwest.

In recent months, he participated 
in demonstrations against a pro-
posed lithium mine near the Ne-
vada-Oregon border and the Fort 
McDermitt Indian Reservation. 
Environmentalists and local Na-
tive Americans oppose the project, 
saying it would desecrate land the 
Northern Paiute and Western Sho-
shone consider sacred and have ad-
verse environmental impacts on the 
region’s residents.

Dewey, who primarily resided 
in Schurz, Nevada, on the Walker 
River Paiute Reservation, started 
his career as a wildland firefighter 
in Nevada. He also worked as a pro-
fessor, teaching courses on film at 
Duke University’s Center for Doc-
umentary Studies and on digital 
media at Northwest Indian College 
in Washington state. He leaves be-
hind a wife, Deborah Parker, five 
children and a nephew whom he 
considered a son.

“His every breath was a fight 
for his people,” Parker told Indi-
an Country Today, noting Dewey 
also was passionate about sharing 
his experiences as a Native Ameri-
can boarding school survivor. “He 
didn’t want to be silent when others 
wanted him to be. He didn’t want 
the atrocities to go unnoticed or un-
recognized.”

Mohegan Sun suspends betting 
on WNBA at new sportsbook

(AP) — The Mohegan Sun ca-
sino announced Monday that 
it has suspended wagering on 
the WNBA after questions were 
raised over a potential conflict in 
taking bets on the Connecticut 
Sun, a team also owned by the 
Mohegan Tribe.

The issue came up after Gov. 
Ned Lamont opened the sports-
book last Thursday, the first day 
of legalized sports betting in Con-
necticut, by placing a $50 bet on 
the Sun to win its playoff game 
with the Chicago Sky.

The wager captured the atten-
tion of some experts and state 
lawmakers concerned about a po-
tential conflict of interest with the 
Mohegan Sun accepting bets on 
the Sun, which plays in the arena 
located at the casino complex.

Casino officials said Monday 
they decided over the weekend 
to suspend betting on the WNBA 
playoffs at the sportsbook.

“We are in the process of work-

ing with the WNBA to update our 
SOPs (standard operating proce-
dures) and have decided to take 
WNBA wagering off until this is 
finalized,” Jeff Hamilton, the Mo-
hegan Sun’s president and general 
manager, said in a statement.

When Connecticut lawmakers 
set up emergency regulations and 
legislation allowing for sports 
betting this fall, they barred Mo-
hegan Sun employees, including 
those involved with the team, from 
placing bets at the sportsbook. 
They also prohibited anyone from 
betting on games involving UCo-
nn, Yale or any other university in 
the state.

But they did not prohibit the 
tribe from accepting bets on 
games involving the Connecticut 
Sun.

State Rep. Maria Horn, a Dem-
ocrat who co-chairs the legislative 
committee that oversees gambling 
in Connecticut, said the potential 
conflict may be addressed in the 

next legislative session, when per-
manent regulations are approved 
for the state’s three approved 
sportsbooks.

“We had been more concerned 
that nobody with a substantial 
interest in that team could bet on 
the team,” she said Friday. “This 
is a major expansion (of gambling) 
and I would be very surprised 
if we got everything right in the 
first bite. I expect that we will go 
back and take a look at whether a 
tweak needs to be made.”

The WNBA and NBA have an 
agreement that allows third-par-
ty sportsbooks in arenas in 
which teams play as long as they 
are separated from all arena com-
mon areas and accessible solely 
by those who are legally able to 
gamble.

The league did not respond 
to specific questions about how 
it would address any potential 
conflict with the Mohegan Sun 
taking bets on the Sun.

Large oil spill hits 
Southern California coast

A cleanup contractor uses a skimmer after an oil spill in Huntington Beach, Calif., Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021.

PHOTOGRAPH BY RINGO H.W. CHIU, VIA AP

(AP) — Crews on the water 
and on shore worked feverishly 
to limit environmental damage 
from one of the largest oil spills 
in recent California history.

People said they noticed an oil 
sheen and smell of petroleum 
Friday evening, but it wasn’t un-
til Saturday afternoon that the 
Coast Guard said an oil slick had 
been spotted.

Amplify Energy CEO Martyn 
Willsher said Sunday that div-

ers were still trying to determine 
exactly where the leak occurred 
in its underwater Southern Cali-
fornia pipeline. The pipeline and 
three oil platforms it serves have 
been shut down.

Photos show patches of oil 
coating the sand, signs warning 
people to stay off the beach and 
cleanup contractors in white 
outfits using skimmers and bar-
riers to try to contain and clean 
the spill.

The oil will likely continue to 
wash up on the shore in several 
communities for days, officials 
said. Huntington Beach Mayor 
Kim Carr said the city’s beaches 
could remain closed for weeks or 
even months.

The area affected by the latest 
spill is home to threatened and 
endangered species, including 
a plump shorebird called the 
snowy plover, the California 
least tern and humpback whales.

UNICEF: Battered by pandemic, kids need mental health help
PARIS (AP) — Governments must 

pour more money and resources into 
preserving the mental well-being of 
children and adolescents, the U.N.’s 
child protection agency urged in a 
report Tuesday that sounded alarms 
about blows to mental health from 
the COVID-19 pandemic that hit 
poor and vulnerable children partic-
ularly hard.

The United Nations Children’s 
Fund said its “State of the World’s 
Children” study is its most compre-
hensive look so far this century at the 
mental health of children and adoles-
cents globally. The coronavirus crisis, 
forcing school closures that upended 
the lives of children and adolescents, 
has thrust the issue of their mental 
well-being to the fore.

UNICEF said it may take years to 
fully measure the extent of the pan-
demic’s impact on young people’s 
mental health. Psychiatrists quickly 
saw signs of distress, with children 
and adolescents seeking help for 
suicidal thoughts, anxiety, eating 
disorders and other difficulties as 
lockdowns and switching to remote 
learning severed them from friends 
and routines and as COVID-19 killed 
parents and grandparents.

“With nationwide lockdowns and 
pandemic-related movement restric-
tions, children have spent indelible 
years of their lives away from fam-
ily, friends, classrooms, play — key 
elements of childhood itself,” said 
UNICEF’s executive director, Henri-
etta Fore.

“The impact is significant, and it is 
just the tip of the iceberg,” Fore said. 
“Even before the pandemic, far too 
many children were burdened under 
the weight of unaddressed mental 
health issues. Too little investment 
is being made by governments to ad-
dress these critical needs.”

Pediatric psychiatrists say they were 
already short of resources before the 
pandemic brought a surge in case-
loads. UNICEF said spending on pro-
moting and protecting mental health 
“is extremely low” yet the needs are 
pressing. Citing pre-pandemic figures 
from 2019, UNICEF estimated nearly 
46,000 children and adolescents ages 
10 to 19 end their own lives every year.

The scale of pandemic-related dis-
tress among children and adolescents 
has jolted some governments into ac-
tion. France, which is hosting a two-
day global summit on mental health 
this week, has offered free therapy 
sessions for children and young people 
and pledged to extend that help from 
next year to everyone with a doctor’s 
prescription. Elsewhere, counseling 
hotlines — some newly opened to help 
people struggling with their mental 
health during the pandemics — saw 
surging demand.

Pablo, 11, sits at the desk in his hospital room where he is being 
treated for severe eating disorders at the pediatric unit of the 
Robert Debre hospital, in Paris, France. UNICEF, in a report 
released Tuesday, Oct. 5 sounded alarms about blows to mental 
health from the COVID-19 pandemic that have hit poor and vulner-
able children particularly hard.   PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRISTOPHE ENA, VIA AP
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ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

Many people have likely seen the 
social media post where a patient 
asks his doctor if he could live with-
out either his insulin or his medica-
tion for high blood pressure, as he 
could not a� ord both at the time. Sto-
ries are circulating all over the inter-
net about people who need medical 
attention but don’t want to see their 
primary care physician (PCP), a spe-
cialist, be treated at the hospital, call 
an ambulance or buy necessary med-
ications due to the exorbitant costs. 

And unfortunately, many of us 
may have fi rsthand or secondhand 
experience with this. Medical care in 
the U.S. is far too expensive for many 

people to the point that people risk 
their lives and health to prevent be-
coming bankrupt. 

This is an even bigger concern 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
With health insurance often tied to 
jobs, and the fact that many lost their 
jobs due to the pandemic, many lost 
their health insurance coverage. As 
of July 2020, about 5.4 million people 
in the U.S. had become uninsured af-
ter losing their jobs to COVID-19. 

Although there are insurance op-
tions, such as Medicaid, for those 
who qualify, this often does not cover 
all the costs of healthcare. For exam-
ple, Medicaid is federally required to 
cover inpatient and outpatient hospi-
tal visits. However, aspects of health-
care such as dental care, optometry, 

podiatry and respiratory services are 
considered optional, meaning states 
decide whether or not these services 
are covered. Even something as es-
sential as eyeglasses, which many of 
us take for granted, are deemed op-
tional. 

Health insurance is in dire need 
of change. People should not have 
to pick and choose what aspects 
of healthcare they need most sole-
ly based on what they can a� ord at 
the time. In many cases, it is a life or 
death situation, and people should 
not make that decision based on 
what won’t leave them bankrupt. 

Instead, health insurance must be 
universal. Many nations around the 
world have some form of universal 
healthcare, which makes healthcare 

more fi nancially accessible for every-
one. This is not just one set-in-stone 
framework — most nations with 
universal healthcare di� er on its im-
plementation, but they all share the 
same goal of making healthcare ac-
cessible. 

As defi ned by the World Health 
Organization, universal healthcare 
essentially means “all individuals 
and communities receive the health 
services they need without su� ering 
fi nancial hardship,” including a “full 
spectrum of essential, quality health-
care services.” 

Switzerland, the Netherlands and 
Germany have a blended system of 
universal healthcare that ensures ev-
eryone is covered.

COVID-19 carried with it an on-
slaught of anti-vaccine sentiments, 
inextricably connected to a broader 
hostility toward mainstream me-
dia outlets like CNN, MSNBC and 
other large news corporations un-
der the corporate media umbrella. 
While it is easy and important to 
peg individuals like Tucker Carlson 
(whom we will revisit shortly) for 
their role in proliferating vaccine 
hesitancy, the dismissal of science 
as a pretense of a higher power to 
conduct their nefarious plans is 
undergirded by a far more deep-
ly-rooted seed in the American tra-
dition: anti-intellectualism.  

Anti-intellectualism refers to the 
distrust of intellectuals and their 
contributions to popular discourse. 
American historian Richard Hof-
stadter deemed anti-intellectualism 
the “resentment of the life of the 
mind, and those who are consid-

ered to represent it; and a disposi-
tion to constantly minimize the val-
ue of that life.” 

I’m on board with Hofstadter. 
Anti-intellectualism does inherent-
ly undermine the potential of the 
people in a polity to think fully and 
critically about their material con-
ditions — in this sense, it is “mini-
mizing the value of … life.”  

Furthermore, anti-intellectual-
ism, which is supposedly anti-elite, 
allies with the ruling class in dis-
tracting the public from the real 
signifi cance of terms that describe 
complex processes and their mate-
rial importance.  

Consider the popular backlash 
against critical race theory, a le-
gal-theoretical framework aiming 
at studying the plethora of ways in 
which white supremacy guides U.S 
law. Not only do American conser-
vatives show up in droves to oppose 
CRT proper, but they organize mas-
sive cogs in school board and town 
council meetings to decry how CRT, 

in the form of accurate historical 
curricula, is supposedly infecting 
the minds of schoolchildren with 
Marxism and anti-American senti-
ment. 

This exemplifi es American an-
ti-intellectualism. Not only does it 
prohibit the ability of the popula-
tion to use their heads on important 
issues, but it su� ocates educators, 
especially educators of color, of 
their ability to clear social studies 
curricula of falsehoods and harm-
ful dogmas that carry water for 
white supremacists. Anti-intellec-
tualism in this vein can be extreme-
ly harmful, as a population with 
no understanding of the massive 
social, economic and political op-
pression leveled against Black and 
Indigenous people probably won’t 
sympathize with basic attempts to 
rectify a white supremacist history 
— much less the struggle for repa-
rations for slavery and Indigenous 
sovereignty over stolen land.  

Howard Goldbaum, a sta�  photog-
rapher and photo editor for The Daily 
Campus in the late 1960s, captured 
images of a student protest against the 
Vietnam War and racism on Oct. 15, 
1969. The Rally for a Peaceful Planet, 
the product of an informal coalition of 
student organizations and activists, is 
taking place almost 52 years later to-
morrow, Oct. 6 at noon.  

This time, the rally will be calling on 
representatives to fi rst, terminate the 
Pentagon’s 1033 Program, which con-
tinues to militarize American commu-
nities by funneling billions of dollars 
of military-grade equipment into local 
police departments; and second, to re-
move the current refugee caps which 
make it extremely di�  cult for those 
fl eeing Afghanistan to seek refuge in 
the U.S. The rally will also call on the 
University of Connecticut to follow 
the state in declaring racism a public 
health crisis. 

At this near anniversary to another 
UConn protest, I thought it was worth 
addressing the tradition, di�  culties 
and critical importance of student ac-
tivism.  

From the aforementioned Amer-
ican anti-war protests of the ‘60s, to 
the Soweto Youth Uprising against 
apartheid in South Africa, to the Ti-
ennamen Square protests, to the 
Language Movement and eventual 
Bangladeshi independence, nearly all 
of the iconic and productive human 
rights movements of the late 20th cen-
tury have begun with students.  

Despite this encouraging tradition 
and a recorded spike in student-led 
protests over the past several years, 
I’ve noticed a growing lethargy toward 
activism in recent conversations with 
peers. 

Our generation has the unique ex-
perience of watching human rights 

violations broadcasted constantly on 
TV and social media. These reminders 
about the apparent never-ending cycle 
of things to get upset about without a 
clear avenue for action is both draining 
and desensitizing. The rally’s global to 
local calls for change recognize the 
connections between oppression at all 
levels, but they are also overwhelming 
to imagine changing as we navigate 
the limits of our personal agencies.  

Part of the aforementioned collec-
tive lethargy stems, I think, from our 
prioritization of realism over idealism 
in our approach to the world. Laws 
and policies are, of course, necessary 
to enforce human rights, but the pow-
er of idealism and its accompanying 
ideological change is too often over-
looked. Activism, after all, is fueled by 
the gross reality of a situation and ide-
al visions of how it should be instead, 
and we are struggling to imagine. 

If you happen to be reading this, 
I am asking you to imagine a more 
peaceful planet. Perhaps start to re-
search and imagine the consequences 
of accomplishing the rally’s demands. 
At the rally, speak to your local rep-
resentatives — many of whom have 
been invited — about these changes 
that you’ve imagined, and after the 
rally, continue following these issues 
for any changes. Contact your repre-
sentatives and follow the activity of 
the Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment and other human rights-related 
organizations on campus. 

As Mohsin Hamid, one of my fa-
vorite authors, put it, “we can even 
be silenced when it comes to sitting 
by ourselves, alone in a room, afraid 
to think what we think.” Being radi-
cal can start with allowing yourself to 
conceive of a more hopeful, peaceful 
future.  

I hope to see you at tomorrow’s Ral-
ly for a Peaceful Planet. A better world 
is very possible and nearly here if we 
keep showing up.

Changing UConn pesticide 
and herbicide attitudes

Walking the University of Con-
necticut campus this June 2021, I had 
the startling experience of seeing yel-
low caution signs posted in front of 
Mirror and Swan lake. The signs were 
there to temporarily warn o�  anyone 
who was tempted to interact with the 
water or wildlife while toxic chemical 
applications dispersed. Herbicides 
had been applied to the lakes to pre-
vent summer algal blooms, which if 
unmanaged, wipe out oxygen for all 
living creatures under the surface of 
the water. It is a serious problem faced 
by natural systems and has negative 

impacts to the appeal and health of 
the area. There are, of course, many 
ways to prevent algae blooms, includ-
ing these chemical applications, the 
use of fountains, underwater aeration 
systems and systems-based nutrient 
management. Is our university using 
the most environmentally-friendly 
means to prevent algal blooms?  

When the pesticide sign could be 
legally removed, I took one home to 
research. I was curious to know how 
the pesticides would a� ect natural 
wildlife, which must continue living 
in the lakes even if we introduce tox-
ic chemicals into their environment 
— fi sh cannot get up and walk away 
from a poisoned lake. Are the fi sh, 

turtles and birds immune to high 
concentrations of these toxins when 
humans are not? Can they at least re-
cover without major side e� ects?  

The three listed applicants were 
Flumioxazin, Imazamox and Cop-
per-TEA. These are herbicides pri-
marily used for inhibiting photo-
synthesis in algae and controlling 
submerged plants. After application 
of these herbicides, studies suggest 
that water bodies are safe for immedi-
ate use with minor restrictions for cer-
tain activities like irrigation. Though 
the consequences for humans are not 
apparently high, there is a higher cost 
to wildlife. 

by Nell Srinath
CONTRIBUTOR
nell.srinath@uconn.edu

by Ilinca Johnson
CONTRIBUTOR
ilinca.johnson@uconn.edu

by Aarushi Nohria
CONTRIBUTOR
aarushi.nohria@uconn.edu

See HEALTHCARE, p. 8

See CARLSON, p. 8

See PESTICIDES, p. 8

Changing UConn pesticide 
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This Week In History: Oct. 4-8 
by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

History is full of causes and 
effects. Just like a stone skipped 
on a pond, one event can have 
ripple effects that alter all as-
pects of life, even if they were 
never meant to. In “This Week 
in History,” we’ll examine three 
moments of the post-war era 
(1945 to the early 1970s), a time 
in which every piece of society 
underwent a drastic change as 
modernity came screaming into 
every corner it could reach. So 
let’s dive in! 

On Oct. 5, 1947, 74 years ago, 
President Harry Truman de-
livered the first-ever televised 
presidential address from the 
White House. 

While FDR was the first pres-
ident to use the radio, his suc-
cessor Truman, was the first 
to use the TV. In the years fol-
lowing WWII, the TV became 
the newest staple household 
appliance. Couches and sofas 
in living rooms across America 
were rearranged so every family 
member could pull up a seat and 
feast their eyes on the spoils of 
the post-war boom. Truman was 
the first presidential candidate 
to ever broadcast a campaign ad 
on TV. So you can thank Truman 
for the constant bombardment of 
political ads that come around 
every election season.  

On Oct. 4, 1957, 64 years ago, 

the Soviet Union launched the 
world’s first artificial satellite, 
Sputnik, beginning the Space 
Age and igniting the fierce “space 
race” between the U.S.S.R. and 
the U.S. 

Before Ross Geller could ever 
make a Halloween appearance 
as the “Spud-nik,” there was the 
actual spacecraft that shocked 
the world and scared Ameri-
cans half to death. Named for 
the Russian word meaning satel-
lite, Sputnik was launched from 
modern-day Kazakhstan with a 
weight of less than 200 pounds 
and the capability to orbit the 
planet once every hour and 36 
minutes. The U.S. had been 
working on their own satellite at 
the time, with plans to launch a 
year later. Sputnik, 10 times the 
size of the under-construction 
U.S. satellite, caught Americans 
completely off guard and sent 
American society into a frenzy 
of epic proportions. 

The U.S. federal government, 
military and scientific commu-
nity panicked at the thought of 
being second-best to the Sovi-
ets and automatically height-
ened efforts to send their own 
spacecraft up above. Over the 
next decade, the U.S.S.R. became 
the first nation to send a dog, a 
man and a woman into space. 
They also sent the first space-
craft to impact the moon, orbit 
the moon, impact Venus and 
soft-land on the moon. The U.S. 

eventually had the last laugh of 
the “space race,” by successfully 
landing two men on the moon in 
the summer of 1969, less than a 
dozen years after Sputnik. 

The launch of Sputnik had a 
tremendous impact on every-
day citizens in ways that would 
continue to affect Americans for 
generations to come. The U.S. 
government for one, feared for 
its future, and targeted much 
of its efforts toward American 
youth. Scientists worried that 
while Sergey and Olga Ivanov 
were studying rocket science in 
Moscow, John and Mary Smith 
were listening to rock n’ roll in 
New York and falling behind. 
America started to lose faith in 
its next generation, so govern-
ment officials decided to inflict 
teens with the worst part of 
growing up: homework. 

While homework was by no 
means invented in the 1950s, it 
was actually falling out of favor 
across the country and seemed 
like a relic by WWII. In fact, in 
1901 the state of California ac-
tually banned the practice of 
homework for students in grades 
lower than high school. New re-
search was published arguing 
the importance of downtime and 
outdoor activity for children’s 
development, so progressive re-
formers sought to do away with 
it in nearly every major U.S. city.  

With the onset of Sputnik, 
however, educators and lawmak-

ers who grew up without home-
work brought the practice back 
to life to keep the baby boom 
generation at home studying 
instead of at the sock hop. The 
practice stuck, and every gen-
eration since WWII has known 

You can thank 
Truman for 

the constant 
bombardment 

of political 
ads that come 
around every 

election season.

the misfortune of sitting inside 
on a beautiful day because there 
is homework to be done. So, you 
can thank Sputnik for the hours 
of homework given out week 
after week every September 
through June. 

On this week in history, we reflect on important American media changes and developements, such as FDR’s use of radio and Truman’s first ever presidential campaign on televi-
sion.  We also look back on the massive moment in American history when we participated in the blood-pressure-raising “space race” against the U.S.S.R. 
ILLUSTRATION BY HIRAM CHIMID, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Box Office Breakdown: ‘Venom’ 
consumes its competition 

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
STAFF WRITER 
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

The box office is officially 
back, everyone. 

After crowning a new film 
atop the yearly domestic charts 
last weekend, we now have the 
new highest grossing film for a 

three-day weekend this year. 
“Venom: Let There Be Car-

nage” lit up the charts this past 
weekend, grossing $90.1 million 
from Friday to Sunday. This put 
it $10 million north of the three-
day total of  “Black Widow,” 
making it the largest three-day 
opening for a film in 2021. Now 
there are some addendums to 

Last weekend, “Venom: 
Let There Be Carnage” 
grossed $10 million more 
than “Black Widow” 
did, making it the most 
successful opening for 
a three-day weekend 
in 2021. Though the film 
has been doing very 
well in the box office, it 
faces competition with 
the Daniel Craig-helmed 
James Bond film coming 
out soon. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
IMDB 

that moniker, namely that “Black 
Widow” was released via Pre-
mier Access on Disney+ which 
took away some gross from its 
respective weekend. Nonethe-
less, based on the numbers that 
the box-office provides, “Venom: 
Let There Be Carnage” is the new 
leader in that category. With a 
$90.1 million domestic opening 

and a reported budget of $110 
million, the film is in a fantastic 
position to profit.  

The only problem plaguing 
“Venom: Let There Be Carnage” 
is the intense competition it’s 
facing these next few weeks. 
Next week comes the release of 
the final Daniel Craig-helmed 
James Bond film “No Time to 
Die,” which is garnering some 
incredible grosses internation-
ally. The following week brings 
“Halloween Kills” and “The Last 
Duel,” and the week after that 
comes the release of “Dune.” 
“Venom” is entering a gauntlet 
of competition these next few 
weeks, which doesn’t bode well 
for its legs at the box office. For 
that reason, I think the film will 
only reach about $215 million do-
mestically. 

In second place this weekend 
is the animated film “The Add-
ams Family 2,” which grossed 
$18 million. This was well above 
my expectations for the movie, 
as I thought its dual theatrical 
and video-on-demand release 
strategy would hurt its gross for 
the weekend. I was quite wrong, 
as the film drew a large audience 
in theaters. If it holds like oth-
er animated family releases this 
year, such as “Raya and the Last 
Dragon” and “Tom and Jerry,” 
we could see an unexpectedly 
high gross for this spooky selec-
tion. 

Coming in third place is the 
highest grossing film of the year 
domestically, “Shang-Chi and 
the Legend of the Ten Rings.” 
With a $6 million gross, the film 
has cleared $200 million and sets 
its eyes to clear $210 million next 

weekend. With a drop of 53.7%, 
fellow superhero film “Venom: 
Let There Be Carnage” clearly 
pulled away some of its audi-
ence. Nonetheless, I expect it to 
stay on the charts next weekend 
even with the arrival of 007. 

In fourth and fifth place are 
“The Many Saints of Newark” 
and “Dear Evan Hansen” with 
$5 million and just below $2.5 
million respectively. This is 
quite a disappointing result for 
both these films. “The Many 
Saints of Newark” was hurt by 
its simultaneous HBO Max re-
lease, which has significantly 
dampened box-office grosses for 
adult-oriented films this year.  
The 67.1% second weekend drop 
of “Dear Evan Hansen” is ab-
solutely abysmal for a musical 
film, which usually boast strong 
weekend-to-weekend holds. 
These films’ chances at box of-
fice success are all for naught. 

Next weekend comes the wide 
release of the finale of Craig’s 
James Bond saga with “No Time 
to Die” hitting theaters. The 
film has already been released 
internationally, where it has 
done some incredible business. 
Being the last film of a beloved 
franchise, I expect this movie 
to do extremely well this com-
ing weekend. I think the record 
“Venom” set this weekend will 
be broken, and “No Time To Die” 
will gross close to $100 million 
domestically this coming week-
end. 

However, that is just specula-
tion. There is no time to die at 
the box office, and Bond certain-
ly doesn’t want to meet his de-
mise next weekend. 

“Venom: Let There Be Carnage” opened with $90.1 million in the box office last weekend. The new film is 
doing very well, yet the highest grossing film of the year is still “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings.”   
PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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Photo of the Day | Strollin’ through the rain

UConn students walk along Fairfield Way through the rain on Monday afternoon. PHOTO BY CHRIS JOHN, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

 In Germany, the quality of care peo-
ple receive from the private and public 
systems are supposed to be equal. In 
Denmark, residents, including immi-
grants and asylum-seeking refugees, 
are covered by publicly funded health-
care. Additionally, undocumented 
immigrants have access to healthcare 
services through privately funded ini-
tiatives. 

The U.S. needs a similar system — it 
does not necessarily have to be identi-
cal to universal healthcare coverage in 
these nations, but it should work for 
the nation and all the people living in it. 

It cannot only include hospital care 
and visits to the doctor — it must also 
include pre-hospital care, which has 
a reputation of being una� ordable for 
many in the U.S. 

Over the summer, I volunteered in 
my hometown as an emergency med-
ical technician. In my small town, the 
cost of being transported to the hospi-
tal with EMTs only — who can provide 
basic life saving techniques, such as 
CPR, AED use, bleeding control and 
the administration of certain medica-
tions — is between $1000 and $1500. 

With a paramedic — who can provide 
advanced life saving techniques such 
as intubation, more medications and 
intravenous and intraosseous treat-
ment — the cost of an ambulance ride 
is at least $2000. I remember having 
at least one patient who had no doc-
umented insurance, and given their 
ailment, needed a paramedic in order 
to be transported. That’s about $2000 
charged out of pocket, which does not 
even begin to include the hospital stay 
itself. 

Because of these costs, people are de-
terred from calling 911 when they have 
an illness or injury. They already must 
deal with hospital costs, so they often 
do not want to deal with pre-hospital 
costs as well. In other cases, people 
avoid the hospital and treatment for 
their illnesses and injuries altogether. It 
is horrifi c that people must choose be-
tween their own well-being and their 
ability to provide for themselves and 
their families. 

The fi nancial aspect of the health-
care system is in dire need of change. 
This includes pre-hospital care, hos-
pital care, visits to a PCP, specialized 
care and pharmaceuticals. Health-
care should not be una� ordable for 
so many people across the U.S. and 
should be treated as a right, not a lux-
ury.

HEALTHCARE, cont. from p. 4

Terms like “surplus value ex-
traction,” “cisheteropatriarchy,” “set-
tler-colonialism,” “transmisogynoir” 
and so forth, are all derided by anti-in-
tellectuals for being out of touch with 
reality or deliberately too lofty for “reg-
ular folk” to understand. Once again, 
these terms were cultivated by our 
modern context to describe extremely 
real forms of oppression against social 
minorities.  

The same way Gamergate burst onto 
the scene in the early 2010’s to deni-
grate feminism and blast any attempt 
to increase representation in video 
games and pop culture, anti-intellec-
tualism broadly serves to subvert all 
intellectual strides made by oppressed 
communities to analyze and dispose of 

oppressive systems. 
To revisit Hofstadter, in his sem-

inal book, “Anti-Intellectualism in 
American Life,” he traces American 
anti-intellectualism to the coloniza-
tion of North America and Protestant 
evangelism. The protestant work eth-
ic subjects its followers to a lifetime 
of thankless labor and unconditional 
devotion to religious causes such as 
colonization — such was necessary to 
develop the means of developing your 
settler-colony prior to the advent of the 
transatlantic slave trade.  

Such devotion, argues Hofstadter, 
rejects all literature save for the Calvin-
ist bible — to that end, it was an early 
embrace of anti-intellectualism. 

Immediately, anti-intellectualism 
was draped in an expressly American 
character. Hofstadter chronicles how 

early U.S. political symbols evoked 
the notion of the “self-made man” to 
buttress the idea that one could come 
to the settler-colonies with nothing 
and subsequently become a titan of 
industry.  

Hofstadter adds that Je� ersonian 
and later Jacksonian populism had a 
stronger grip on the U.S. as it proud-
ly celebrated the “self-made man” to 
motivate settlers’ genocidal expansion 
across the continent. They rejected the 
intellectualism of the vociferous Feder-
alists and Whigs and won wide appeal 
among settlers. Such is the legacy that 
inspired Richard Nixon’s silent major-
ity and Donald Trump’s “basket of de-
plorables” stand.  

Studies on Flumioxazin suggest 
it is slightly to moderately toxic, and 
moderately to highly toxic for fi sh 
and aquatic invertebrates, respective-
ly. Imazamox was rated as practically 
non-toxic to fi sh and aquatic inverte-
brates, however it was found to neg-
atively impact honey bees as the her-
bicide disperses. Copper-TEA is toxic 
to fi sh where “some species of fi sh [as 
well as immature fi sh] may be killed 

[or injured] at application rates on this 
label.” So, the application of herbicides 
to the lakes may damage fragile mem-
bers of the lake’s habitat. 

There is another pesticide contam-
inant entering the waters as run-o�  
from UConn’s lawns.  Responsible in 
part for making our lawns so pristine, 
TruGreen ChemLawn pesticides are 
surprisingly of great concern to the 
well-being of our community and sur-
rounding environment. 53% of Tru-
Green ChemLawn pesticide products 

COMIC BY OLIVIA RUSK, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

We need healthcare 
reform

include ingredients that are possible 
carcinogens, as defi ned by the Unit-
ed States Environmental Protection 
Agency, including chlorophenoxy 
(“Tri-Power”) whose labels warn of 
possibly inducing “irreversible eye 
damage” and “allergic reactions.” All 
32 of TruGreen ChemLawn’s pesti-
cides contain ingredients that pose 
threats to the environment and local 
wildlife, including but not limited to 
threats to water supplies, aquatic or-
ganisms and non-targeted insects. 
These lawn pesticides eventually get 
washed by rain into water sources 
like the lakes, meaning the quality of 
the water and habitat for the local eco-
systems and surrounding Storrs com-
munity is impacted.  

 The question posed here was 
whether or not we care for our lakes 
by a good means for our university 
environment. UConn is not particu-
larly good or bad on the general so-
cial scope of normal environmental 
treatment — the use of pesticides and 
herbicides is typically accepted across 
the country. What we should consider 
is changing some pesticide and herbi-
cide use when we conclusively know 
they pose health risks to wildlife and 
human beings, from being socially 
ambiguous into something everyone 
agrees is unacceptable. 

Given we are a research university, 
we ought to hold more transparency 
around our environmental care to en-
courage and implement the most sus-
tainable, least harmful ways to be both 
presentable and healthy for members 
of the UConn community and our 
environment. Research could investi-
gate the e� ects of introducing a sub-
merged aeration system into the lakes 
to prevent algal blooms. Or, e� orts 
could look for an alternative means 
of nutrient management in the region 
that will have less of a negative impact 
on humans and animals. In doing so, 
we can even positively model the val-
ues UConn holds for sustainability.

PESTICIDES, cont. from p. 4

UConn’s pesticides and its 
impact on the environment

CARLSON, cont. from p. 4

ILLUSTRATION BY DIONEL DE BORJA, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Anti-intellectualism disrupts intellectual work by marginalized communities

For more of the story 
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM

A sign warning of pesticide use at Mirror Lake. Writer Ilinca Johnson 
discusses how UConn’s use of herbicides and pesticides can unknow-
ingly affect the immediate environment. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR
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Harbaugh, Frost take parallels into Michigan-Nebraska clash

Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh watches players warm up before 
the Citrus Bowl NCAA college football game against Alabama in Orlando, 
Fla., in this Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020, file photo. Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh 
and Nebraska’s Scott Frost have fallen short of expectations coaching 
their alma maters. PHOTO BY JOHN RAOUX/AP

Top NHL picks stay in school, 
including No. 1 overall pick

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) — 
Owen Power stood in a sea of maize-
clad fans pumping pompoms and 
cheering on Michigan’s football 
team in a win over Washington this 
fall.

Power is 6-foot-5 and has some 
notoriety as the No. 1 overall pick in 
the NHL draft, but he blended right 
in with his fellow students among 
the 108,345 fans under the lights on 
an electric night at the Big House.

That’s just the way the 18-year-old 
Canadian wanted it.

Power passed on a chance to make 
millions this season with the Buffalo 
Sabres, who selected the defensem-
an No. 1 overall in July. He decided 
to stay in school and return for his 
sophomore season with the Wolver-
ines, ranked No. 3 in the preseason.

“I just thought there’s no need to 
rush into it,” he said in an interview 
with The Associated Press.

The Mississauga, Ontario, na-
tive is the first player drafted No. 1 
overall not to go straight to the NHL 
since St. Louis selected Erik John-
son in 2006 and he went to play at 

Minnesota for a season. He is only 
the fourth NCAA player to be draft-
ed No. 1 overall, joining Michigan 
State’s Joe Murphy (1986), Boston 
University’s Rick DiPietro (2000) 
and Johnson.

Power spent last year walking 
around a largely empty and eerie 
campus in Ann Arbor and played 
his freshman season without fans 
in the stands because of COVID-19 
restrictions. Without a doubt, the 
pandemic played a part in Power’s 
decision to stay.

“He wants a normal year,” Mich-
igan coach Mel Pearson said. “He 
came to college for a reason, came 
to the University of Michigan for a 
reason: To go to class, to be a college 
student, to hang out with kids, to go 
to a football game on a Saturday and 
enjoy that experience.”

A majority of the 2021 NHL draft 
class elected to spend one more 
season developing before making 
the jump to the world’s top hockey 
league, and many of them are Pow-
er’s teammates. Including Tyler 
Boucher (Ottawa, No. 10 pick), who’s 

committed to play at Boston Univer-
sity, five of the top 10 draft choices 
playing college hockey the season 
after they were chosen matches the 
total for the previous four drafts 
combined.

Dallas Stars general manager Jim 
Nill, who came up as a scout and 
director of player development, be-
lieves the pandemic-shortened sea-
son last year played a role in this 
anomaly of so many top picks going 
back to school.

“I think the disruption of the sea-
son last year probably comes into 
play,” Nill said. “If they played a 
full season, would’ve got 50 games 
in and gone to a national champi-
onship, played more hockey, de-
veloped more, maybe a different 
story.”

Michigan had to withdraw from 
the NCAA Tournament because of 
a virus outbreak, but the Wolver-
ines are loaded this season: Four 
of the top five NHL draft picks and 
five of the top 24 are wearing maize 
and blue this season to take a shot 
at winning it all.

Brady adds Belichick to 
list of coaching victims

University of Michigan center Matty Beniers (10) skates during an NCAA college hockey practice in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021. PHOTO BY PAUL SANCYA/AP

FOXBOROUGH, Mass (AP) — Put 
another mark in the win column for 
Tom Brady in his lingering grudge 
with Bill Belichick.

The Buccaneers quarterback, who 
has already won a Super Bowl since 
leaving his longtime coach behind, 
won his first matchup against Beli-
chick on Sunday night when he led 
Tampa Bay to a 19-17 victory over the 
New England Patriots. Brady is the 
fourth quarterback with wins against 
all 32 NFL teams, and he has now 
beaten every team in the NFL, and Be-
lichick is the 100th opposing coach he 
has victimized.

In his return to New England, where 
he played 20 seasons and won six Su-
per Bowls, Brady completed 22 of 43 
passes for 269 yards, with no intercep-
tions but no touchdowns. He also led 
Tampa Bay (3-1) to the go-ahead field 
goal with 2 minutes left in the game.

Belichick gave Brady a very brief 
hug at midfield after the game, and had 
little to say about it afterward.

“We went against Tom Brady every 
day, every day in practice defensively. 
So it’s not like we’ve never seen Tom 
Brady before,” Belichick told reporters. 
“They are a good football team and he’s 
a great quarterback, and I think that’s 
all – goes without saying.”

But Belichick also visited Brady in 
the visitor’s locker room, staying for 
about 20 minutes. Brady also caught 

up with Patriots offensive coordina-
tor Josh McDaniels and former team-
mates including David Andrews and 
Devin McCourty.

And he exchanged a handshake 
with new Patriots quarterback Mac 
Jones, a first-round draft pick who is 
the team’s latest attempt to replace the 
future Hall of Famer. “He just told me 
to keep my head up and keep work-
ing,” Jones said.

A sixth-round draft pick who de-
veloped into the most accomplished 
quarterback in NFL history —- he add-
ed another record, for the most regu-
lar-season passing yards, on Sunday 
night -- Brady led the Patriots to nine 
Super Bowls in 20 years.

But he left as a free agent for Tampa 
Bay after Belichick balked at commit-
ting to him into his mid-40s. Brady 
insisted that reports of animosity are 
overblown.

“So much is made of our relation-
ship,” he said. “But nothing is really 
accurate that I ever see. It definitely 
doesn’t come from my personal feel-
ings or beliefs.”

But much of the narrative comes 
from Brady confidants, including his 
father.

While Brady won his seventh NFL 
title last year, the Patriots went 7-9 with 
Cam Newton as quarterback. They 
drafted Jones 15th overall this year and 
turned the offense over to him.

New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick walks on the field in the 
rain prior to an NFL football game between the New England Patri-
ots and Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021, in Foxborough, 
Mass. PHOTO BY ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — It 
seems that negativity has 
swirled around Michigan’s Jim 
Harbaugh and Nebraska’s Scott 
Frost since they returned to 
coach at the schools where they 
enjoyed so much success as play-
ers.

The vibe is decidedly upbeat 
around both teams this week, 
just in time for Saturday night’s 
meeting of teams in the top five 
for all-time wins.

Michigan is 5-0, ranked No. 9 
and coming off a convincing vic-
tory against Wisconsin.

Nebraska is 3-3, believes it 
could be 5-1 had it not been for 
special teams meltdowns, and 
fresh off a 49-point win over 
Northwestern that was the Corn-
huskers’ most lopsided in a Big 
Ten game since they joined the 
conference 10 years ago.

For the team that wins this 
weekend, the belief this will be 
a breakthrough year will be sus-
tained at least another week. For 
the team that loses, the mojo will 
be gone.

Harbaugh and Frost both were 
seen as saviors for their respec-
tive programs, both were given 
long contracts and both have yet 
to deliver on the high expecta-
tions set for them.

“I can see all the potential sto-
rylines there for sure,” Nebras-
ka quarterback Adrian Marti-
nez said. “Former quarterbacks. 
Guys who played in the NFL. 
Alma maters. Respected in their 
industry. It’s a big game for both 
of us. I know they’re trying to 
continue to build momentum and 
so are we.”

Harbaugh, 57, was Michigan’s 
quarterback in the mid-1980s. He 
famously made good on his guar-
antee to beat Ohio State in 1986, 
and he finished third in Heisman 
Trophy voting that year. He had 
a long NFL career and had suc-
cess at two college stops before he 
coached the San Francisco 49ers 
to a Super Bowl.

Frost, 46, was Nebraska’s quar-
terback in the mid-1990s and led 
the Huskers to a share of the ‘97 
national title (with Michigan) af-
ter famously lobbying for votes 
during his post-Orange Bowl TV 
interview. He spent four-plus 
years as a backup safety in the 
NFL.

He was a rising star as an Or-
egon assistant and orchestrated 
Central Florida’s quick turn-
around in his first head coach-

ing job before he returned to his 
home state.

“You want to win everywhere. 
You probably take it a little more 
personal one way or the other 
at home,” Frost said Monday. 
“There’s nowhere where I would 
probably despise losing more 
than here. It’s harder to handle 
here. But also, I don’t know if I’ve 
ever enjoyed wins as much some-
where else as I do here.”

Harbaugh and the Wolverines 
hammered Nebraska 56-10 in 
2018 in the Huskers’ third game 
under Frost. It was part of a 10-
game Michigan win streak that 
ended with a 62-39 loss to Ohio 
State.

And there’s the rub. Harbaugh 
is 54-22 in his seven seasons, and 
his team usually wins the games 
it should — yet hardly ever the 
ones it shouldn’t. Harbaugh 
is 0-5 against Ohio State, 2-12 
against top-10 teams, 2-8 against 
ranked teams on the road and 1-4 
in bowls.

The 38-17 win over Wisconsin 
last week gave Harbaugh his first 
win in 13 tries as an underdog 
and it ended a 20-year drought 
against the Badgers on the road. 
The game brought relief and joy.

Michigan’s players had so 
much fun when “Jump Around” 
blared after the third quarter at 
Camp Randall Stadium that they 
danced on the sideline as enthu-
siastically as the students in the 
stands.

“It was au naturale,” Harbaugh 
said. “It just happened. We had 
talked about it early in the week: 
`When you go on the road you 
want to embrace that environ-
ment, make their crowd cheer 
like it’s your crowd cheering, 
make their music your music.. 
We played that song quite a bit 
during the week as crowd noise. 
I think they just made it theirs in 
that moment.”

The fact remains, though, that 
Michigan has finished higher 
than third in the Big Ten East 
only once in six previous seasons 
under Harbaugh. The Wolverines 
are confident, though. They hav-
en’t trailed and have not turned 
over the ball through five games.

“Our expectation is to win a 
championship — Big Ten and na-
tional championship,” fifth-year 
senior and captain Joss Ross 
said.

Championship expectations 
would be premature for Nebras-
ka. The Huskers are still a week-
to-week proposition, and the fan 
base had hoped Frost would be 
further along by now.

He returned to Lincoln in De-
cember 2017 with an air of bra-
vado following UCF’s incredible 
run. He was national coach of 
the year, and he said at his intro-
ductory news conference that he 
hoped the Big Ten would have to 
adjust to him and his up-tempo 
offense rather than the other way 
around.

Frost is 15-23 at Nebraska, in-
cluding 10-19 against Big Ten 
opponents. His teams have been 
undisciplined on the field, taking 
bad penalties, and special teams 
have been horrid.

He’s 0-9 against ranked teams 
and has yet to win more than 
five games in a season. He’s 0-3 
against rival Iowa and a com-
bined 3-4 against Big Ten West 
weaklings Purdue and Illinois.

A month ago, following a terri-
ble loss at Illinois, fans and media 
wondered if this team could win 
three games. The 56-7 beatdown 
of Northwestern has revived talk 
of going to a bowl.

“I think they see the formula 
now,” Frost said of his players. 
“They prepared really well for 
several weeks in a row. Had one 
go our way Saturday in a big way. 
No reason to change anything.”
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AP Top 25 Reality 
Check: Big Ten powers 
surge into October

AP — The Big Ten is set up to be 
the most interesting conference in the 
country over the final two months of 
the season.

The latest AP Top 25 presented 
by Regions Bank has five Big Ten 
teams ranked among the top 11. The 
fun starts next Saturday when No. 4 
Penn State visits No. 3 Iowa.

It will be the first top-five game be-
tween Big Ten teams not involving 
Ohio State since No. 4 Michigan beat 
No. 2 Penn State 34-8 in 1997, and the 
first involving neither the Buckeyes 
nor Wolverines since No. 3 Wiscon-
sin beat No. 5 Minnesota 14-0 in 1962.

Next weekend’s game is especially 
important because unbeaten Iowa is 
the one Big Ten West team among the 
five powerhouses.

Penn State is the highest ranked 
among the Beasts of the East, fol-
lowed by No. 7 Ohio State, creeping 
back up after that Week 2 loss to Ore-
gon, Michigan at No. 9 and Michigan 
State at No. 11.

Only the Buckeyes have lost a 
game out of that bunch.

Iowa’s only foray into into the teeth 
of the Big Ten East is against Penn 
State, so the Hawkeyes have to be 
feeling good about their chances of 
reaching the conference title game 
out of an otherwise uninspiring di-
vision.

The Penn State-Ohio State-Mich-
igan-Michigan State round robin 
starts the day before Halloween, 

when the Nittany Lions are at Ohio 
State and the Wolverines visit the 
Spartans.

Because of the way the schedule 
lays out, it’s possible all four of those 
Big Ten East teams could be ranked 
inside the top 10 heading into Oct. 
30.

Reality Check is psyched to see 
how the Big Ten plays out, but it 
does have a quibble with where 
at least one of those top teams is 
ranked this week.

No. 1 Alabama (5-0)

Next: at Texas A&M, Saturday.

Reality check: While Georgia has 
the best defense, the Tide might 
have the best defensive player: OLB 
Will Anderson Jr. leads the nation in 
tackles for loss with 11

Ranked: Just right as long as 
Georgia is 1A.

No. 2 Georgia (5-0)

Next: at No. 18 Auburn, Saturday.

Reality check: The Bulldogs gave 
four tailbacks at least 10 carries and 
none more than 16 against Arkan-
sas. Put another way, Zamir White 
leads Georgia with 53 carries. Al-
abama’s Brian Robinson had 36 
against Ole Miss.

Ranked: Could be No. 1.

No. 3 Iowa (5-0)

Next: vs. No. 4 Penn State, Satur-
day.

Reality check: The turnover hose 

keeps flowing into the Hawkeyes’ 
defense. Iowa is up to 16 takeaways 
and a nation’s best 12 interceptions. 
Reality Check is still skeptical, but 
why fight it?

Ranked: Just right.

No. 4 Penn State (5-0)

Next: at No. 3 Iowa, Saturday.

Reality check: Nittany Lions have 
had a tough time getting the running 
game going, but looked better against 
Indiana with 209 yards on 42 carries.

Ranked: This is fine.

No. 5 Cincinnati (4-0)

Next: vs. Temple, Friday.

Reality check: With a former de-
fensive coordinator as a head coach, 
the Bearcats get pegged as a grind it 
out offense. Nope: The best part of 
UC’s offense is Desmond Ridder’s 
deep shots to big receivers Alec 
Pierce and Leonard Taylor.

Ranked: Just right.

No. 6 Oklahoma (5-0)

Next: vs. No. 21 Texas, Saturday.

Reality check: Sooners have not yet 
had a 100-yard rushing day from a 
running back, but Kennedy Brooks 

was close against Kansas State with 
91.

Ranked: Feels high, but Sooners at 
six works.

No. 7 Ohio State (4-1)

Next: vs. Maryland, Saturday.

Reality check: Lots of complaints 
about the defense, but the Buckeyes 
have the No. 1 offense in the country 
at 8.57 yards per play.

Ranked: Should be behind Ore-
gon.

No. 8 Oregon (4-1)

Next: vs. California, Oct. 15.

Reality check: Everybody has in-
juries, but it really does seem as if 
the Ducks have been particularly 
unlucky. Add RB CJ Verdell (leg) to 
the list after he was hurt in the loss to 
Stanford.

Ranked: Should still be ahead of 
Ohio State.

No. 9 Michigan (5-0)

Next: at Nebraska, Saturday.

Reality check: QB Cade McNamara 
and the passing game are showing 
promise and the Wolverines are 5-0 
for the first time since 2016.

Ohio State quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) shakes hands with wide receiver Chris Olave (2) after Olave’s touch-
down reception against Rutgers during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021, in Piscataway, 
N.J. Ohio State won 52-13. PHOTO BY NOAH K. MURRAY/AP

Michigan’s Daxton Hill hits Wisconsin’s Graham Mertz during the second half of an NCAA college foot-
ball game Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021, in Madison, Wis. Mertz was hurt on the play and left the game. PHOTO 
BY MORRY GASH/AP

The UConn Huskies field hockey team takes on the Providence College Friars at the George J. Sherman Family Sports Complex in Storrs, CT, on Saturday evening. After a strong 
game, the Huskies beat the Friars 3-0. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Volleyball: UConn splits in Midwest

2021 MLB wild card preview

by Dylan Haviland 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.haviland@uconn.edu

by Nick Spinali 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu 

The Huskies run onto the court at the beginning of their matchup with the Bryant Bulldogs on Friday, Sept. 17. The Huskies snatch a win sweeping the Bulldogs 3-0. PHOTO BY SOFIA 
SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The University of Connecticut 
women’s volleyball team improved 
to 3-1 in Big East play this season 
after going 1-1 this weekend. UCo-
nn dropped their first match of the 
weekend to Marquette three sets 
to one, but bounced back in con-
vincing fashion on Saturday with a 
three set to none sweep of DePaul.  

The first set was a fierce battle 
between the Huskies and the Gold-

en Eagles, as both teams had runs 
to take leads. UConn briefly fell 
behind late, but were able to go on 
a 4-0 run started by graduate stu-
dent McKayla Wuensch to cut the 
Marquette lead to 19-17. However, 
the Huskies were not able to put 
enough offense together, and Mar-
quette closed out the first set.  

The second set was all Huskies 
as they took a commanding 19-7 
lead in the set and pushed through 
to the end to even the match to one 
all. However, the third set was the 
Golden Eagles’ turn to pull away, 

and they utilized a 7-0 run midway 
through the set to put themselves 
up 2-1 in the match.  

 Marquette dominated the 
fourth set, hitting .500 while UCo-
nn failed to find their footing, los-
ing 9-25 and dropping the match 
3-1. Kennadie Jake-Turner led 
the team with 10 kills and three 
blocks with a .444 hitting percent-
age, and Wuensch led the Huskies 
with 30 assists.  

The second match was a faceoff 
against DePaul, where UConn 
improved to 3-1 on the season in 

Big East play. The first set was a 
back and forth battle, and the Blue 
Devils pushed out to a late 21-19 
lead. However, three kills from 
junior Allie Garland sparked a 
6-0 Huskies run, and eventually 
a first set win. The intense back 
and forth continued into the sec-
ond set, where it was DePaul’s 
turn to come back late, tying it at 
18 apiece. However, UConn once 
again dug deep and went on a 7-2 
run, winning the second set.  

The third set was once again the 
scene for late set drama, as a 24-

22 UConn lead quickly vanished 
and the Blue Devils took a 25-24 
lead. As the set hung in the bal-
ance, junior Jasmine Davis scored 
back-to-back kills following a De-
Paul error to finally win the match 
for UConn. Senior Caylee Parker 
led all players with 16 kills in the 
match, while also recording 10 
digs for her fourth double of the 
season. Garland recorded 13 kills 
of her own.  

UConn will stay on the road 
next weekend as they take on 
Villanova and Georgetown. 

After a thrilling regular season 
with the most fun breathed back 
into Major League Baseball in quite 
a while (thank you, Shohei Ohtani), 
the MLB postseason has finally 
arrived. Beginning Tuesday, the 
American League wild card game 
will kick off the start of the postsea-
son, followed by the National League 
wild card game on Wednesday. Both 
games will carry heavy stakes, with 
a winner-takes-all format, meaning 
only two of the four teams that play 
in the wild card games will advance. 
That being said, let’s look a little 
deeper into this week’s matchups: 

American League Wild Card 
(NYY vs. BOS) 

Man, it was fun to see the Toron-
to Blue Jays and the Seattle Mari-
ners fight till the very end to try and 
punch their ticket into the AL wild 
card game. Alas, the stars crossed, 
and as fate had it, the New York Yan-
kees will take on the Boston Red Sox 
at Fenway Park in Boston on Tues-
day. 

Coming into the regular season, 
many predicted the Yankees would 
finish as the champions of the Amer-
ican League East entering October. 
However, plagued by inconsistency, 
injuries and COVID-19 struggles, 
the Yankees were a middling team 
in the AL East by the trade deadline.  

Following multiple additions at 
the trade deadline, most notably 
Joey Gallo and Anthony Rizzo, the 
Yankees won 13 consecutive games 
in August to gain ground in the 
postseason hunt. Ironically, despite 
their trade deadline acquisitions, the 
Yankees were led into the playoffs 
by homegrown star Aaron Judge 
and former National League MVP 
Giancarlo Stanton, who enter the 
postseason among the best lineup 
duos in all of MLB. 

After finishing in last place in the 
AL East during the COVID-short-
ened 2020 MLB season, the Red Sox 
were not expected to make the jump 
back into the postseason in 2021. 
Many were ready to write Boston 
off after getting swept by the lowly 

Baltimore Orioles at the start of the 
season. However by the end of July, 
it was the Red Sox who were in con-
trol of the AL East led by Xander 
Bogaerts, Rafael Devers and J.D. 
Martinez. Despite losing their di-
vision lead to the Tampa Bay Rays, 
Boston, fighting their own struggles 
with inconsistency and COVID-19, 
managed to stay relevant in the post-
season hunt.  

On Tuesday, New York will send 
their ace and perennial all-star Ger-
rit Cole, to the mound to take on 
Red Sox starter, and former Yankee, 
Nathan Eovaldi, who rebounded 
from a poor 2020 showing to have 
a strong 2021 campaign. Cole, one 
of the favorites to win the Ameri-
can League Cy Young Award, has 
faltered as of late, posting an ERA 
above 7.50 in his final three starts of 
regular season play.  

Likewise, Eovaldi allowed sev-
en earned runs in just 2.2 innings 
the last time he faced the Yankees, 
but finished his regular season on 
a high note with a strong showing 
against the Orioles last Wednes-
day. Both pitchers have experience 
pitching in high-leverage games, 
and both offenses have the fire-
power to stay neck-and-neck with 
each other. Expect a hard-fought 
battle to take place in Boston on 
Tuesday. First pitch is scheduled 
for 8:10 p.m. EST. 

National League Wild Card 
(STL vs. LAD) 

Following the matchup on Tues-
day, the NL wild card is set to get 
underway the following Wednesday 
at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles, 
where the Los Angeles Dodgers are 
set to host the St. Louis Cardinals. 

For most of 2021, the second NL 
wild card spot was a battle between 
two teams: the San Diego Padres 
and the Cincinnati Reds. Both teams 
had the star power to claim a spot in 
the postseason, but down the stretch 
it was the Cardinals, riding a his-
toric 16-game winning streak, who 
overtook both teams and cemented 
themselves as a playoff contender.  

The Cardinals came into 2021 
knowing what to expect offensive-
ly from veterans Nolan Arenado 
and Paul Goldschmidt, but the 

contributions of youngsters Tyler 
O’Neill and Dylan Carlson were a 
pleasant surprise to help form a 
formidable St. Louis offense. On 
the defensive side of the ball, the 
Cardinals are led by renowned de-
fensive wizard Yadier Molina, with 
Gold Glove candidates Arenado, 
Goldschmidt and Harrison Bader 
putting together one of the best 
fielding units in all of MLB. 

Meanwhile, the Dodgers, fa-
vored by many to win the NL 
West division title, put together 
a historic 2021 campaign. Unfor-
tunately for them, the San Fran-
cisco Giants finished the regular 
season just one game better than 
the Dodgers, meaning Los An-
geles will become the best wild 
card team ever in terms of reg-

ular season record. The Dodg-
ers came into 2021 with the same 
supporting cast that won them 
the 2020 World Series, headlined 
by Mookie Betts, Walker Buehler, 
Corey Seager, Justin Turner, Max 
Muncy and Julio Urías. Then, in 
2021, they decided to add to their 
core, acquiring both shortstop 
Trea Turner and starting pitcher 
Max Scherzer at the trade dead-
line, putting together perhaps the 
most talented roster in MLB his-
tory. Despite a late-season injury 
to starting pitcher Clayton Ker-
shaw, the Dodgers have more than 
enough pitching talent to remain 
competitive with the trio of Scher-
zer, Bueler and Urías, all of whom 
recorded outstanding seasons this 
year. 

On Wednesday, it will be Adam 
Wainwright on the bump for 
the Cardinals against the Dodg-
ers’ Scherzer. Wainwright, the 
40-year-old ageless wonder, put 
together his best regular season 
since 2014 this year, and has re-
corded an impressive 2.89 earned 
run average over 28 playoff ap-
pearances in his long career. He’ll 
be tasked with matching the per-
formance of Scherzer, who fin-
ished at least top four among all 
National League starters in ERA, 
wins, strikeouts, WHIP and op-
ponent batting average during the 
regular season. The Dodgers may 
have more talent, but no team fin-
ished 2021 hotter than the Cardi-
nals. First pitch is scheduled for 
8:10 p.m. EST on Wednesday.

Los Angeles Dodgers relief pitcher Julio Urias (7) raises his fist as he leaves the mound during the 
seventh inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021 in Los Ange-
les. PHOTO BY ASHLEY LANDIS/AP
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UConn Men’s Hockey
@UConnMHOC
Great win to open the season for the 
#IceBus Let’s do it again this weekend. 
Boston University comes to town for 
Hockey Night in Hartford on Friday for 
the #HEA opener

UConn
@UConn
A new monument at Storrs will pay tribute 
to the dozens of alumni who have compet-
ed in the Olympic Games. 

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Women’s Soccer

0 3

Men’s Soccer; Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Morrone Stadium

vs.

Women’s Ice Hockey; Friday, 6 p.m.
Rochester, NY

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Stratton’s Take: Why this week’s UConn-UMass 
showdown will be the game of the year (or more) 

The PSG Report: Stade Rennes neutralize Paris Saint-
Germain to hand them their first loss of the campaign

by Stratton Stave 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

by Sebastian Garay-Ortega 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu 

Manchester City and Paris Saint Germain players face off on the field. PSG lost 
to Stade Rennes on Sunday, Oct. 4.  PHOTO BY LAURENCE GRIFFITHS/GETTY IMAGES

Paris Saint-Germain suff ered defeat 
for the fi rst time this season to Stade 
Rennes on Sunday, Oct. 4 at Roazhon 
Park. The Parisians’ passivity and 
wastefulness in front of goal was tak-
en advantage of by a Rennes team that 
smelled blood in the water through the 
entirety of the contest. Overall, PSG’s 
poor performance furthered the no-
tion that there is still much work to be 
done.  

PSG lined up with Gianluigi Don-
narumma in net and a defense con-
sisting of Nuno Mendes, Presnel 
Kimpembe, Marquinhos and Ach-
raf Hakimi. Idrissa Gana Gueye and 
Marco Verratti made up the midfi eld, 
while Neymar Jr., Lionel Messi, Angel 
Di Maria and Kylian Mbappe lined up 
in attack.  

Mauricio Pochettino’s men had 
multiple chances to put the game 
away in the opening 45 minutes, but 
failed to fi nd the net on each occasion. 
In the 23rd minute, Neymar had an 
open volley right in front of goal, but 
he skied the ball into the stands. The 
25th minute saw “MNM” combine in 
Rennes’ fi nal third, Neymar played 
a headed pass to Messi’s feet and the 
Argentine proceeded to play a one 
touch through ball to Mbappe to leave 
him one-on-one with goalkeeper Al-
fred Gomis. All Mbappe had to do 
was place it into one of the corners, 
but he mishit the ball and blasted it 
into the stands to waste another gold-

en chance. 
Paris had a dangerous free kick op-

portunity at the edge of Rennes’ box 
in the 30th minute. Messi stepped 
up to take it, and smashed it against 
the crossbar. Messi took the initia-
tive once again in the 36th minute as 
he dribbled into the penalty box and 
dodged a challenge before he played 
a ball to Neymar on his left. The Bra-
zilian attempted to cut it back to fi nd 
Messi again, but a crucial interven-
tion by Rennes midfi elder Flavien 
Tait prevented this from occurring. 
Omari was then able to come out and 
retrieve the ball. 

Omari came up big once again 
in the 44th minute. Di Maria found 
Messi at the top of Rennes’ box, and 
the Argentine played a one touch lob 
pass into the box for his fellow com-
patriot. Di Maria attempted to cut it 
back towards the penalty spot, but 
a diving Omari intervened and once 
again prevented PSG from fi nding 
the opener.  

Passivity came into play in the 45th 
minute and catalyzed the opening 
Rennes goal. Neymar lost possession 
of the ball at the halfway line, and it 
was recovered by the men in red and 
black. The ball found its way to Birg-
er Meling, who then played a ball to 
Kamal Deen Sulemana on the left 
side of the pitch near the 18 yard box. 
Sulemana caught Hakimi fl at footed 
as he quickly cut inside and played 
a cross to the far post. The other Pa-
risian fullback, Mendes, was caught 
ball watching and let Gaetan Labor-

de get free. By the time he realized, it 
was too late, as Laborde eloquently 
placed it into the bottom corner to 
give Rennes all the momentum going 
into halftime. 

Paris suff ered another killer blow 
to its morale in the opening min-
ute of the second half. Benjamin 
Bourigeaud found Martin Terrier in 
Paris’ half, who proceeded to play a 
one touch through ball to fellow for-
ward and goalscorer Laborde. Labor-
de dribbled towards the endline and 
cut it back towards the top of the 
box to a wide open Flavien Tait, who 
smashed it into the bottom left corner 
to double Rennes’ advantage. 

PSG were still able to create chanc-
es after they went 2-0 down, but con-
tinued to be plagued by their inability 
to fi nish. The only time they were able 
to fi nd the back of the net was courte-
sy of Mbappe in the 68th minute, but a 
video assistant referee check ruled the 
goal off side. Furthermore, Mbappe 
was put through on goal in the 70th 
minute, but once again failed to hit the 
target. Messi narrowly missed a free 
kick in the 74th minute. 

Rennes held on to the lead to secure 
all three points and stun the Parisians. 
This victory moved Rennes into 11th 
place in the Ligue 1 table with 12 points. 
PSG remained in fi rst place with 24 
points, and now sit only six points in 
front of second place RC Lens.  

After the contest, Pochettino ex-
pressed his frustration in relation to 
Paris’ missed opportunities in the 
fi rst half. “We should have gone into 

the dressing room 2-0 up after the fi rst 
half, but it was 1-0 for them,” he said. 

 Moreover, the Argentine discussed 
how Rennes’ goal to open up the sec-
ond half impacted how the rest of the 
game was played out. “In the second 
half, to concede again in the fi rst action, 
was diffi  cult to accept. The frustration 
was there for us, along with the belief 
of Rennes. This goal made it diffi  cult 
for us to have the capacity to create [op-
portunities],” he said.  

Captain Marquinhos spoke on the 
lackluster Parisian performance after 
the match. “I think we weren’t effi  cient 

enough all over the pitch, at the back 
and up front,” he said. “We were able 
to create a lot of chances that we didn’t 
take and we conceded two goals that 
we needed to avoid, in key moments of 
the game.” 

Despite the loss, the chemistry on 
the pitch seems to have improved. 
Multiple chances were created, and 
the dynamic between those in attack is 
defi nitely better than it was earlier on 
in the season. Paris will look to build 
on this performance when they host 
Angers SCO at the Parc Des Princes on 
Oct. 15 at 3 p.m. EST. 

Every season, the college football 
faithful consistently have the same 
argument over and over trying to 
answer the same question: What 
was the game of the year? Some go 
early in the season for non-confer-
ence showdowns. Some argue for 
marquee conference brawls. This 
year, it’s neither a conference game 
nor a non-conference game. The 
dual independence of the Univer-
sity of Connecticut and the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts supersedes 
conference affi  liation and makes 
the game all the more meaningful. 
Not just for the two schools, as the 
rare opportunity for either school 
to win a game, but to see two win-
less teams go at it this late in the 
season. 

Putting all else aside, there are 
two facts about this matchup that 
make the game so much sweeter 
than any other this year. The last 
time UConn won a football game, 
it was against UMass in 2019 56-35. 
The last time UMass won a foot-
ball game, it was one month before 
that matchup. In the span since 
that contest, the Huskies have been 
outscored 422-153. The Minutemen 
have been outscored 624-143. Keep 
in mind that UMass played four 
games last year, while the Huskies 
sat out. 

No matter how you look at it, nei-
ther of these stats are optimal, nor 
can they be looked at in a positive 
light. The only encouraging thing 
about either of these streaks is that 
for one team, the pain will end on 

way, the off ense under Krajewski 
looked competent. Freshman run-
ning back Nate Carter broke loose 
several times for big carries and the 
off ensive line was very impressive. 
They did a reasonably nice job pro-
tecting the QB and opening holes 
for Carter. 

With that being said about both 
teams, this game is huge. Sever-
al times this month on Twitter, 
the Athletic College Football Edi-
tor Stewart Mandel called for the 
contest to be featured on ESPN’s 
College Gameday. Last month, I 
vouched for the game to be played 
13 times every year and have the 
teams play for Southwick Jog, or 
the small notch of Massachusetts 
taken out of Connecticut. 

Right now, these teams are play-
ing for what looks to be their only 
wins of the year. Although UCo-
nn still plays FCS Yale, there is 
no guarantee they’ll win that one. 
UMass has no such guarantee wins 
either, despite hosting dual New 
England FCS foes Rhode Island 
and Maine later this month. 

It is so unusual for teams to have 
such little success play each other this 
late in the season. ESPN’s Bottom 10 
has the teams ranked No. 1 and No. 
2, representing the two worst teams 
in college football. This is the equiva-
lent of Alabama and Georgia playing 
each other. This is UConn’s national 
championship. 

This Saturday, viewers around 
the nation will pass up on AP no. 4 
Penn State at no. 3 Iowa on Fox, and 
instead tune in to FloSports to view 
the game of the millennium: UConn 
at UMass. Can’t wait to see you there.  

Saturday. 
For UMass, the suff ering has 

been immense. Their last win came 
on Sept. 28, 2019, at home against 
fellow national bottom-feeder Ak-
ron. This performance was fol-
lowed by 13 straight losses, includ-
ing last season’s four games. At one 
point last summer, the Minutemen 
followed suit with UConn, electing 
not to play and instead choosing 
to practice and improve for next 
season. All of that changed when 
someone at the university decided 
that it was a better choice to play 
four games and lose all of them with 
a combined score of 161-12. Poetic. 

This season, the Minutemen 
have done more of the same. Their 
games have looked a bit more com-

petitive on paper, but they still have 
not won, or even come close. They 
only lost by 17 to an impressive 
Boston College team because the 
Eagles took out their starters half-
way through. On the defensive side 
of the ball, UMass has been deplor-
able, allowing 42 points or more in 
every game this season. The off ense 
is not much better held under 10 in 
three out of fi ve games, while never 
surpassing thirty. 

Needless to say, UMass is not a 
good football team. I’ll further my 
point with some computer rank-
ings. In ESPN’s FPI, the Minute-
men are 127 out of 130 Football 
Bowl Subdivision teams. Massey 
has UMass as the 129th best team 
in FBS. Jeff  Sagarin’s computer 

rankings have them as the 188th 
best team across FBS and Football 
Championship Subdivision, ranked 
behind dozens of FCS schools. 

To be fair, UConn’s resume isn’t 
too impressive either. They’re list-
ed below UMass in all of these 
rankings except for Massey’s, even 
though Caesar’s Sportsbook has 
them as roughly two-point favor-
ites for Saturday. They started off  
the season with a 45-0 beatdown 
to Fresno State, who turned out to 
be better than expected. Then, they 
lost to FCS, who lost to FCS bottom 
feeder Merrimack the following 
week. Then, the Huskies appeared 
to fear people didn’t see their full 
potential, so they took it upon 
themselves to lose 49-0 to Purdue 
in what was their worst shutout 
loss in several decades. They then 
lost in embarrassing fashion to 
Army. 

After a close loss to Wyoming, 
the Huskies had quite the impres-
sive showing at Vanderbilt last 
week, weathering the highly con-
cerning knee injury of budding-star 
quarterback Tyler Phommachanh. 
Even with the loss of the fresh-
man play-caller, redshirt sopho-
more Stephen Krajewski, who lost 
his spot earlier this year, pulled 
through when it mattered. Krajew-
ski pulled the Huskies out of an 
11-point defi cit midway through the 
fourth quarter and took a one-point 
lead with just over a minute left. 

Unfortunately, in typical fashion, 
the Huskies snatched defeat out of 
the jaws of victory, allowing a last 
second, chip shot fi eld goal that gave 
the Commodores the win. Either 

A UConn football helmet sits on the bench at the Saturday Sept. 11 
game against Perdue University at Rentschler Field. Perdue beat 
UConn 49-0. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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