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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 6:10 p.m. on Oct. 13

*positive test results

5

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

30

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

25

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

37

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

Tattoo and piercing shop opens in Storrs Center
by Aiza Shaikh

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu

On Sept. 1, a tattoo and piercing
shop called Eminence Ink opened
in Storrs Center.
Though the shop is new to
Storrs, the company has been
running for over 10 years. Its
main store location is near Eastern Connecticut State University
in Willimantic, CT.
Opening a shop in Storrs is
“something that we’ve always
wanted to have the opportunity
to do,” said owner Fame Montalvo, who also works as a tattoo
artist and body piercer at Eminence Ink. “For maybe 15 years
we wanted to be able to be on
campus with UConn.”
According to Montalvo, a significant factor in deciding to
move to Storrs was the surrounding college environment.
“There’s so many students
from all over the world,” Montalvo said. “The amount of students
that have come in during the first
month is amazing.”
Many of the shop’s customers
are students who have little-to-

no prior experience with tattoos
and piercings, Montalvo said.
“There’s been a lot of first-timers, a lot of students that have
been dying to get their first piercing or their first tattoo,” Montalvo said. “Or, [students who]
didn’t have a great experience
with another shop [will] come in
and check us out.”
Montalvo recommends that
prospective customers focus on
eating and staying hydrated on
the day of their appointment to
prevent nausea.
Montalvo also emphasized that
tattoos, unlike piercings, cannot
be removed easily.
“The main thing is to just understand that if you’re coming for
a tattoo, it is permanent,” Montalvo said. “It’s something that
you really should think about.”
Currently, the shop accepts
walk-ins and is first come, first
served. The hours of operation
are noon to 9 p.m. from Tuesday
to Saturday. It is located at 1232
Storrs Rd.
More information regarding
services, prices and artists can be
found on the website.

Eminence Ink Tattoo and Piercing Parlor opens its second location at University Plaza earlier this semester.
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How this semester’s mask mandates have changed
by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut
has implemented updated mask
mandates and COVID-19 protocols to ensure members of the
community stay safe and maintain a relatively normal fall 2021
semester on campus.
Effective May 2021, UConn
Health published an updated
mask and COVID-19 safety protocol that students and faculty
are expected to follow throughout the fall and spring semesters
unless otherwise noted.
UConn announced that while
inside a university building, it
was expected that masks be worn
at all times regardless of vaccination status, the UConn Health
Mask Protocol page reads.
The university also announced
that all students residing on campus in the fall 2021 semester were
required to be fully vaccinated,
in an email sent to students and
staff over the summer.
With the updated safety protocols, UConn has been able to
maintain low numbers of positive
cases on campus with a current
positivity rate of less than .05%,
according to the UConn COVID
Dashboard, updated as of Oct. 6.
The negative effects and spread
of COVID-19 have decreased in the
past several months and have allowed students and staff to remain
safe on campus and in-person. The
continued low positivity rates have
caused some students to be more
lax with mask wearing and following all of the university’s policies.

For more...

Students wear masks in the Student Union to protect themselves from COVID-19 as they go about their
business on the Storrs campus. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Tulsi Patel, a fifth-semester
nursing student and RA in Towers dorms, has seen first-hand
the extent to which her residents
have been following the mask
wearing guidelines while in university buildings.
“Last year, there were more restrictions on COVID regulations,
and with less people living on
campus, we did not have to worry much about people breaking
these rules,” Patel said. “During
the first couple weeks of school, I
saw students not wearing masks
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in common areas, but now, they
have generally been seen following the rules.”
Compared to last year, the university has been able to take away
many COVID-19 protocols based
on state and national numbers, the
UConn COVID Dashboard shows.
Anthony Antony, a fifth-semester physiology and neurobiology
and sociology major, has been
an RA since his sophomore year,
and he is currently residing in
Werth Tower for the H2O learning community this semester.
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He too has been able to see
firsthand how well students have
been following the university’s
updated guidelines.

“I think that we’re
heading in the right
direction of slowly
getting back to how
things were before
COVID.”
ANTHONY ANTONY, RA
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“Most of the students I have
seen have been following these
rules in Werth. I’ve seen people
follow the rules in general. Only
at the Rec Center do some people
take off their masks in between
sets to breathe,” Antony said.
Unless actively eating or outside, students are expected to
properly wear their masks in
any university building, the
Temporary Health and Safety
Procedures Document for fall
2021 reads.
“Outside of residence halls, I
have seen people wearing masks
whenever they enter buildings,
in classrooms and in the library
when studying,” Patel said.
UConn Residential Life also
published its own health and safety protocols for students to follow in the fall 2021 semester. This
letter emphasized the points that
UConn Health stated and broke
down exactly what was expected
of students, the Temporary Health
and Safety Procedures Document
for fall 2021 reads.
With efforts from students and
staff, UConn has been able to
keep its community safe this semester, Antony said.
“I think that we’re heading in
the right direction of slowly getting back to how things were before COVID,” Antony said. “The
in-person events and classes all
have been important in helping
individuals recuperate from a
year of some social isolation and
the rules enforced by RAs will
help encourage more lax restrictions in the future if individuals
follow the present rules.”

Tweet of the Day
The Chicks of Storrs
@StorrsChicks
just found out joe biden is coming
to class on friday???? @JoeBiden
tryna get dog lane after class?
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‘We have to be heard’: Texas women
travel to seek
abortions
SHREVEPORT, La. (AP) — The
33-year-old Texas woman drove
alone four hours through the night
to get to the Louisiana abortion
clinic for a consultation. She initially planned to sleep in her car, but
an advocacy group helped arrange
a hotel room.
Single and with three children
ranging from 5 to 13, she worried
that adding a baby now would
take time, food, money and space
away from her three children. She
doesn't have a job, and without
help from groups offering a safe
abortion, she said, she probably
would have sought another way to
end her pregnancy.
“If you can’t get rid of the baby,
what’s the next thing you’re going to
do? You’re going to try to get rid of
it yourself. So I’m thinking: ‘What
could I do? What are some home
remedies that I could do to get rid
of this baby, to have a miscarriage,
to abort it?’ And it shouldn’t be like
that. I shouldn’t have to do that. I
shouldn’t have to think like that,
feel like that, none of that.
“We have to be heard. This has
got to change. It’s not right.”
She was one of more than a dozen women who arrived Saturday at
the Hope Medical Group for Women, a single-story brick building
with covered windows just south of
downtown Shreveport. Some came
alone. Others were accompanied by
a friend or a partner. Some brought
their children because they were
unable to get child care.
All were seeking to end pregnancies, and most were from neighboring Texas, where the nation's most
restrictive abortion law remains in
effect. It prohibits abortions once
cardiac activity is detected, after
about six weeks, before many women even know they are pregnant. It
makes no exceptions for rape or incest. As a result, abortion clinics in
surrounding states are being inundated with Texas women.
The women agreed to speak to
The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity so they could talk
openly about their experiences.
Like many of the others, the
33-year-old Texas mother said she
tried to schedule an abortion closer
to home, but she was too far along.
By the time she arrived at the clinic for the abortion on Saturday, she
was just past nine weeks and had to
undergo a surgical abortion rather
than using medication. She said the
ordeal left her angry with the Texas
politicians who passed the law.
“If I had to keep this baby, ain't no

telling what would've happened. I
probably would've went crazy, and
they don't understand that," she
said, her voice filled with emotion.
A 25-year-old woman made the
70-mile trip south from Texarkana, on the border of Texas and
Arkansas. She said she was already five weeks along before she
realized she was pregnant, and
she knew it would be impossible
to schedule the required two visits
at a Texas clinic. By the time she
was able to make an appointment
in Shreveport, her pregnancy was
almost too advanced for a medication abortion.
“Luckily I found out when I did, because then I was still able to take the
pill rather than the surgery," she said.
While she was at the clinic, her
husband waited for hours in the car
with her young son, who is a toddler and is still breastfeeding. They
had no one to watch him.
The Texas law has been bouncing between courts for weeks. The
Biden administration urged the
courts again Monday to suspend
it. That effort came three days after
a federal appeals court reinstated
the law following a blistering lower-court ruling that created a brief
48-hour window last week in which
Texas abortion providers rushed to
bring in patients again.
The anti-abortion campaign that
fueled the law aims to reach the
U.S. Supreme Court, where abortion opponents hope the conservative coalition assembled under
President Donald Trump will end
the constitutional right to abortion
established by the landmark 1973
Roe v. Wade ruling.
As most of the women entered
the clinic's parking lot, they were
met by anti-abortion protesters,
mostly from East Texas, who regularly make the trip to Shreveport.
John Powers, 44, a machinist
from Jacksonville, Texas, said he
typically makes the nearly twohour drive twice a month with the
goal of getting any woman to change
her mind. In the 13 years he's been
protesting outside clinics, he says
he's convinced two women not to
go through with their abortions,
which he calls “turnarounds."
“I'm not going to say it happens
a lot," said Powers, who has six
children and supports any law that
makes it harder for women to get
an abortion. “Let's say I never have
another turnaround, that one baby
that can now grow up and marry
and have her own children, go to
school and maybe become a jour-
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A 33-year-old mother of three from central Texas is escorted down the hall by clinic administrator Kathaleen Pittman prior to getting an abortion, Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021, at Hope Medical Group for Women in
Shreveport, La. The woman was one of more than a dozen patients who arrived at the abortion clinic, mostly from Texas, where the nation’s most restrictive abortion law remains in effect. PHOTO BY REBECCA BLACKWELL/AP

Clinic administrator Kathaleen Pittman, who started working in an abortion clinic 30 years ago, sits in her
office during an interview with Associated Press journalists, Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021, at Hope Medical Group
for Women in Shreveport, La. She said she recently spoke to a mother in Texas trying to get an abortion for
her 13-year-old daughter, who was sexually assaulted. “She’s a child,” Pittman said. “She should not have
to be on the road for hours getting here. It is absolutely heartbreaking.” PHOTO BY REBECCA BLACKWELL/AP

nalist. That'd be worth it, easily
worth it to me."
Once inside the clinic, women are
greeted by staff members who offer
assurance and understanding. The
clinic director put her arm around
one woman as she escorted her to
the back of the clinic. A television
in a corner of the waiting room is
tuned to Black Entertainment Television. A separate “chill room" with
soft music and large leather couches offers patients a chance to rest
before their procedure.
Many of the women's stories
are troubling for Kathaleen Pit-

tman, the clinic administrator
who started working in an abortion clinic 30 years ago. She said
she recently spoke to a mother in
Texas trying to get an abortion for
her 13-year-old daughter, who was
sexually assaulted.
“She's a child," Pittman said.
“She should not have to be on the
road for hours getting here. It is absolutely heartbreaking."
Before the Texas law went into
effect, Pittman said, about 20% of
her clients were from Texas, mostly
the eastern part of the state close to
a three-state region called the Ark-
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La-Tex of about 1.5 million people,
with Shreveport at its geographic
center. Now that number is closer
to 60%, and the women come hundreds of miles from Austin, Houston or San Antonio.
About 55,440 abortions were performed in Texas in 2017, according
to the most recent data available
from the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization that supports
abortion rights, although some of
those patients may have been women from out of state. Abortions performed in Texas account for more
than 6% of all abortions in the U.S.
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Assailant with bow and arrows
kills 5 people in Norwegian town

In this March 20, 2018 file photo, Facebook’s head of global safety policy Antigone Davis speaks during a roundtable on cyberbullying with
first lady Melania Trump, in the the White House. AP FILE PHOTO

Facebook expands harassment
policy to protect public figures
(AP) — Facebook will expand its
policies on harassment to remove
more harmful content, the company
said Wednesday in its latest change
following congressional testimony
from a whistleblower who faulted
the social media giant for not doing
enough to stop harmful content.
Under the new, more detailed harassment policy, Facebook will bar
content that degrades or sexualizes public figures, including celebrities, elected officials and others
in the public eye. Existing policies
already prohibit similar content
about private individuals.
Another change will add more
protections from harassment to government dissidents, journalists and
human rights activists around the
world. In many nations, social media
harassment has been used in efforts
to silence journalists and activists.
Lastly, the company based in Menlo Park, California, announced it will
ban all coordinated harassment, in
which a group of individuals work
together to bully another user. That
change will apply to all users.
“We do not allow bullying and

harassment on our platform, but
when it does happen, we act,” Antigone Davis, Facebook’s head of
global safety, wrote in a blog post.
The changes come amid mounting criticism of the company’s
handling of hate speech, misinformation and negative content.
Concerns about harassment range
from teenagers bullying each
other on Instagram to the coordinated abuse of journalists and
dissidents by groups linked to authoritarian governments.
Last week, former Facebook data
scientist Frances Haugen told Congress that the company has done
too little to address its responsibility for spreading harmful content,
and too often chooses profit over its
users' best interests.
Days later, the company announced that it would introduce new
features designed to protect kids,
including one encouraging them to
take a break from the platform.
Celebrities, even those who profit
handsomely off Facebook and Instagram, haven’t been shy about criticizing the company.

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP)
— A man armed with a bow fired
arrows at shoppers in a small Norwegian town Wednesday, killing
five people before he was arrested,
authorities said.
The police chief in the community of Kongsberg, near the capital
of Oslo, said there was “a confrontation” between officers and the
assailant, but he did not elaborate.
Two other people were wounded
and hospitalized in intensive care,
including an officer who was off
duty and inside the shop where the
attack took place, police said.
“The man who carried out the act
has been arrested by the police, and
there is no active search for more
people. Based on the information
we have, there is one person behind
this,” Police Chief Oeyving Aas said.

Acting Prime Minister Erna Solberg described the attack as “gruesome” and said it was too early to
speculate on a motive. The prime
minister-designate, Jonas Gahr
Stoere, who is expected to take office Thursday, called the assault “a
cruel and brutal act” in comments
to Norwegian news agency NTB.
Police were alerted to the attack
around 6:15 p.m. and arrested the
suspect about 30 minutes later. The
community of some 26,000 inhabitants is about 66 kilometers (41
miles) southwest of Oslo.
According to police, the suspect
walked around downtown Kongsberg shooting arrows. Aas declined
to comment on reports that the man
used a crossbow, saying only there
were “several crime scenes.”
The man has not been questioned

yet, Aas said.
Norway’s domestic security agency PST was informed of the assault.
Town officials invited people
who were affected by the attack and
their relatives to gather for support
at a local hotel.
Mass killings are rare in Norway.
The country's worst peacetime
slaughter was on July 22, 2011, when
right-wing extremist Anders Breivik set off a bomb in the capital of
Oslo, killing eight people. Then he
headed to tiny Utoya Island, where
he stalked the mostly teen members
of the Labor Party’s youth wing and
killed another 69 victims.
Breivik was sentenced to 21 years
in prison, the maximum under
Norwegian law, but his term can be
extended as long as he’s considered
a danger to society.

Police walk at the scene after an attack in Kongsberg, Norway, Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2021.
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Border residents rejoice as US says it will lift travel ban
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Beleaguered
business owners and families separated by COVID-19 restrictions rejoiced
Wednesday after the U.S. said it will
reopen its land borders to nonessential
travel next month, ending a 19-month
freeze.
Travel across land borders from
Canada and Mexico has been largely
restricted to workers whose jobs are
deemed essential. New rules will allow
fully vaccinated foreign nationals to
enter the U.S. regardless of the reason
starting in early November, when a
similar easing of restrictions is set for
air travel. By mid-January, even essential travelers seeking to enter the U.S.,
such as truck drivers, will need to be
fully vaccinated.
Shopping malls and big box retailers in U.S. border towns whose parking spaces had been filled by cars with
Mexican license plates were hit hard
by travel restrictions.
San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria said
the economic impact was hard to
quantify but can be seen in the sparse
presence of shoppers at a high-end
outlet mall on the city’s border with
Tijuana, Mexico. The decision comes
at a critical time ahead of the holiday
shopping season.
In Nogales, Arizona, travel restrictions forced about 40 retail businesses
to close on the main strip in the city of
20,000 people, said Jessy Fontes, board
member of the Nogales-Santa Cruz
County Chamber of Commerce and
owner of Mariposa Liquidation Store,
which sells household appliances. His
sales fell 60%, and he considered closing but instead cut his staff from seven
to two.

Satish Sharma, owner of Perfume Network of California, stands in his store near the border with Tijuana,
Mexico, Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2021, in San Diego. Business owners rejoiced Wednesday after the U.S. said it
will reopen its land borders to nonessential travel next month. PHOTO BY GREGORY BULL/AP

In Del Rio, Texas, Mexican visitors
account for about 65% of retail sales,
said Blanca Larson, executive director
of the chamber of commerce and visitors bureau in the city of 35,000 people.
“Along the border, we’re like more
of one community than two different
communities,” she said.
The ban has also had enormous
social and cultural impact, preventing family gatherings when relatives
live on different sides of the border.
Community events have stalled even
as cities away from U.S. borders have
inched toward normalcy.
In Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, where
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hockey and ice skating are ingrained,
the Soo Eagles haven’t had a home
game against a Canadian opponent in
20 months. The players, 17 to 20 years
old, have been traveling to Canada
since border restrictions were lifted
there two months ago. Now the U.S.
team can host.
“I almost fell over when I read it,”
said Ron Lavin, co-owner of the Eagles. “It’s been a long frustrating journey for people on a lot of fronts far
more serious than hockey, but we’re
just really pleased. It’s great for the
city.”
Fully vaccinated U.S. citizens and
permanent residents have been allowed into Canada since August,
provided they have waited at least
two weeks since getting their second
vaccine dose and can show proof of a
recent negative COVID-19 test. Mexico
has not enforced COVID-19 entry procedures for land travelers.
The latest move follows last month’s
announcement that the U.S. will end

country-based travel bans for air travel and instead require vaccination for
foreign nationals seeking to enter by
plane.
The new rules only apply to legal entry. Those who enter illegally will still
be subject to expulsion under a public
health authority that allows for the
swift removal of migrants before they
can seek asylum.
Travelers entering the U.S. by vehicle, rail and ferry will be asked about
their vaccination status as part of the
standard U.S. Customs and Border
Protection inspection. At officers’ discretion, travelers will have their proof
of vaccination verified in a secondary
screening process.
Unlike air travel, for which proof of a
negative COVID-19 test is required before boarding a flight to enter the U.S.,
no testing will be required to enter the
U.S. by land or sea, provided the travelers meet the vaccination requirement.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S.

will accept travelers who have been
fully vaccinated with any of the vaccines approved for emergency use by
the World Health Organization, not
just those in use in the U.S. That means
that the AstraZeneca vaccine, widely
used in Canada, will be accepted.
Officials said the CDC was still
working to formalize procedures for
admitting those who received doses
of two different vaccines, as was fairly
common in Canada.
U.S. Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas said he was
“pleased to be taking steps to resume
regular travel in a safe and sustainable
manner” and lauded the economic
benefits of it.
Mexico, Canada and elected officials
from U.S. border regions have pressured the Biden administration for
months to ease restrictions.
“This is a win for families who’ve
been separated and businesses and
tourism industries whose operations
have been blocked since the start of
the pandemic,” said U.S. Sen. Jeanne
Shaheen of New Hampshire, echoing
reactions of other federal, state and local officials.
Mexico President Andres Manuel López Obrador said it took “many
meetings to achieve the opening of the
border.” Bill Blair, Canada’s minister
of public safety, called the announcement “one more step toward returning
to normal.”
Cross-border traffic has plummeted
since the pandemic, according to U.S.
Department of Transportation figures.
The number of vehicle passengers
entering the U.S. in Niagara Falls, New
York — the busiest land crossing on
the Canadian border — fell 83% to 1.7
million in 2020 and has remained low
this year.
“Losing those customers over the
last 18 months has been one of the primary reasons our hotels, restaurants
and attractions have been suffering,”
said Patrick Kaler, president and chief
executive of Visit Buffalo Niagara, the
area’s tourism agency.
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C
arson’s
Commentary
by Carson Swick
STAFF COLUMNIST
carson.swick@uconn.edu

My apologies for the lack of
content last week, as I was stuck
in bed with a sinus infection. I
can only hope that this week’s
column will make it up to those
I’ve kept waiting, but enough
about me.
In blue-leaning Connecticut,
which ranks as America’s 11thmost urban state, there may not
be many NASCAR fans. Certainly, I am not among them.
NASCAR, officially known
as the National Association for
Stock Car Auto Racing, was
founded in 1948 and hosts annual races such as the Daytona 500
and the Indianapolis 500. Despite
relative obscurity outside of the
working-class South and Midwest, these races can draw up to
300,000 spectators and greatly
influence their cultural attitudes.
This was made evident by a
bizarre occurrence after the Xfinity Series on Saturday, Oct. 2 in
Talladega, Alabama, where those
spectators drove a meme directly
into our national political discourse.
I’ll back up. After crossing the
Xfinity Series’ finish line first,
driver Brandon Brown climbed
out of his car to celebrate his
first-ever victory. Brown, a
28-year-old Virginia native, was
soon approached by NBC sportscaster Kelli Stavast, who’d been
covering the race. Stavast asked

    

him some variation of the classic
“How’s it feel to win your first
title?” but Brown’s answer was
interrupted by rowdy NASCAR
fans chanting “f*** Joe Biden”
during his big moment.

In this awkward
position where fans
clearly directed
their obscenities at
our 46th president,
Stavast suggested
that the crowd was
actually chanting
“let’s go Brandon”
to congratulate the
race’s winner.
This could have ended right
there, but no. In this awkward
position where fans clearly directed their obscenities at our
46th president, Stavast suggested that the crowd was actually
chanting “let’s go Brandon” to
congratulate the race’s winner.
Whether this was a smooth
save or a deliberate diversion depends on who you ask. The possibility that it was neither of these
is where I’ll begin.
To give Stavast the benefit of
the doubt, it was loud on that
race track. The “f*** Joe Biden”
chants are clearly audible on any

broadcast of Stavast’s interview
with Brown, but this may not
have been the case for anyone
standing down on the track without access to TV microphones
placed throughout the audience.
Brown’s non-reaction to Stavast
declaring she heard “let’s go
Brandon” chants supports this
idea, though I believe he’s probably had enough media training to
know not to correct her and make
a scene.
Regardless of what she heard
or thought she heard, the fact remains that Stavast misrepresented the chants coming from her
audience. In the nearly two weeks
since this incident, such misrepresentation has become unfortunately commonplace from both
sides of the political aisle.
The most clear manipulation
comes from those who I will call
the “Brandoners” — hardcore
conservatives all the way from
pro-Trump political action committees (PACs) to Twitter users.
These are the people who have
embraced the meme and incorrectly deduced that their new
battle cry will woo over independents ahead of next year’s midterms.
However, rhetoric from the
camp of former President Donald
Trump makes it clear that this
Brandoner movement is more
about one-upping political opponents than expanding on the Republican coalition Trump built in
2020.

On Monday, Oct. 11, Trump’s
“Save America” PAC sent a text
alert to subscribers that included the lines “F*** Joe Biden” and
“Let’s Go Brandon.” Through the
conservative host site WinRed,
Save America is now selling
“FJB” T-shirts. The cost? Why of
course, a donation of at least $45
to the Trump movement.

If Democrats want
to stop young
people from feeling
energized by an
ideology they deem
dangerous, they
cannot continue to
ignore the cultural
significance of this
meme.
It should be noted that the “f***
Joe Biden” chant is not new to
Talladega Superspeedway. Plenty
of college football fans have castigated our president this season,
including those at the University
of Iowa, the University of Utah
and a slew of Southeastern Conference schools.
However, you wouldn’t know
this by watching most mainstream media outlets. The anti-Biden videos mostly permeated the likes of Instagram and
TikTok. This means that these

platforms’
disproportionately
young users have encountered
audiences showing open disdain
for our president at these events.
We saw a similar phenomenon
in the leadup to last year’s presidential election, as pro-Trump
music — particularly Bryson
Gray’s “Trump is Your President,” and the hijacked MAGA
anthem “Red Kingdom” by Tech
N9ne — were staples of roadside
Trump rallies and took over TikTok.
This is not to say that the Brandoners will succeed in hijacking
the technology institutions they
claim to hate for censoring conservative voices. But, it is difficult to deny the soft power of any
amusing chant. Just as I doubt
every single person amused by
“let’s go Brandon” is a Trump
diehard, I wouldn’t be surprised
if a few students getting in on the
“f *** Joe Biden” fun actually voted for the guy.
Ultimately, if Democrats want
to stop young people from feeling energized by an ideology
they deem dangerous, they cannot continue to ignore the cultural significance of this meme.
Likewise, if Brandoners want
to bring young people into their
movement, their messaging must
go beyond this clever chant and
include some real policy reform.
Perhaps President Biden’s visit to UConn tomorrow will give
them that chance.

 
by Ben Gladstone
CONTRIBUTOR
ben.gladstone@uconn.edu

With the loss of the UConn Bistro and Dairy Bar Too comes the
opportunity to use this space in
the center of the campus. There
are many options, including
renting it out to restaurants, but
my solution is a repair and modification guild. Many electronics
and other items break at UConn
all the time, and some could be
modified to be more useful.
The structure would consist
of a drop-off/pick-up area in
the Dairy Bar Too and a store in
the Bistro. The repairs could be
done in the engineering building
or in the SU basement if space
could be made there. Among the
tasks done would be simple repairs, upgrades such as support
for different protocols and better graphics/performance. This
also includes accessibility modifications such as various input methods including sip-puff
modifying water bottles, larger
keys on laptops and foot switches, as well as making monitors
easier to read with software.

Another useful aspect of a
repair guild would be a reduce
waste, especially e-waste with
its rare earth minerals that are
in short supply. If UConn students learn to reduce waste,
they can teach others and create
more repair centers, leading to
a sustainable world. Also this
knowledge can help design new
products that are easier to fix
and maintain, helping even more
students.

If UConn students
learn to reduce waste,
they can teach others
and create more
repair centers, leading
to a sustainable world.
One example is reusable water bottles. They are good for the
planet because they help reduce
disposal, but they could also be
used for other purposes. They
are tall which allows them to
be easy to reach and also have a
high volume, allowing electron-

ics to be stored in them. With a
diaphragm they could be made
into input devices for computers
for those who have a hard time
with precise finger motion. This
device is cheap to build and can
be retrofitted into donated bottles to help people.
Another example is recycling
the free T-shirts that are given
away at UConn. When they get
worn, the repair center could
make quilts out of them and
also other items including hats,
scarves and anything else they
might think of. Yet another example is earbuds. These could
be repurposed as speakers for
synthesizers if used in arrays.
Almost any waste, electronic or
otherwise from the university,
whether given by students, professors or departments and labs
is reusable.
If the repair guild gets big
enough there may be fix-a-thons
where members are invited to
different places to fix and improve their electronics. For
instance, some business
might want their elevator to
have roll-into buttons to make it

easier to use, or another might
want their lights to indicate
if different items are in stock.
All these things would require
skilled people with electronics
knowledge to create them. Places
may even want repair guilds of
their own like other college campuses, homeless shelters, prisons, etc. Kahuku High School in
Hawaii has something similar,
but focused on computers.
As far as the equipment needed, the main stuff would be a
cleaning station, a soldering
iron and some computers.
This is why the restaurant
is the perfect location,
they already have the facilities to deal with lots
of cleaning and heat.
Another benefit is the
engineering
building and ITE building
are nearby for more
complex operations,

as well as a loading dock for
anything needing to be shipped
in. The location along Union
Street also lets people see what’s
available and what’s happening
inside, especially with the windows facing the road. The main
drawback I see is the existing
restaurants on Union Street are
very crowded, so adding more
may help spread the crowds
around which would be safer
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Out and Proud:
The importance of LGBTQIA+ History Month
by Abigail Bonilla
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
abigail.bonilla@uconn.edu

As October rolls around, so
does LGBTQIA+ History Month.
Many might think that since the
LGBTQIA+ community already
observes June as Pride Month,
why would another month be
needed to celebrate? The month of
October, however, is important to
recognize for many reasons. Recognizing the history behind the
LGBTQIA+ community is important. It is only thanks to the people
that came before us that all people
will be able to be out and open as
their true selves.
LGBTQIA+ history is rich and
important, and, often, many people aren’t aware of the history behind the community at all. There
is a vast amount of history that
got the community to be where it
is today. Activists, and in particular, transgender women of color,
are the reason we are able to have
pride. Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera are good examples of
this as two transgender women of
color, both of whom helped organize and lead the Stonewall Riots.
Another example of an activist
that helped the LGBTIA+ community was Keith Haring. A gay
street artist from New York, Haring’s art was a pivotal piece in the
awareness of the LGBTQIA+ com-

munity, as well as the fight against
the AIDS crisis. It is only thanks
to activists like these that we are
able to have queer spaces today.
The Rainbow Center, UConn’s
center for the LGBTQIA+ community and their allies, plays a big
part in helping recognize the importance of this month. Founded
in 1998, the Rainbow Center has
been supporting the LGBTQIA+

By remembering the
history behind the
community throughout
the year, we are able
to better understand
the work that was done
to get us where we are
today and help us move
forward to protect
LGBTQIA+ rights for all.
community at UConn for 23 years.
The center provides events, and
a safe space to be openly queer at
the university. The importance of
the center does not go unnoticed.
“LGBT History Month is necessary because it highlights all that
those in the community have done
before us. Especially in the case of
people of color. It allows us to give
thanks, and recognize the work

they’ve done to get us where we
are today. Similarly, LGBT History Month has allowed the Rainbow Center to be what it is today,
and to give a safe space to a marginalized community that is often
ostracized from the rest of society” Makayla, a student worker at
the Rainbow Center said. This is
true on all fronts.
The work that the Rainbow Center does allows for the LGBTQIA+
community at UConn to feel accepted and safe. Similarly, it also
gives LGBTQIA+ allies learning
opportunities to support their
queer friends and family.
Rowan, another student worker
at the Rainbow Center, commented, “LGBT history is important
to not just members of the community, but to their allies as well.
It gives them an opportunity to
learn.”
Their comment could not be
more true. The Rainbow Center
plays a key role in the acceptance
and celebration of the queer community at UConn. LGBT History
Month runs through October, but
the recognition of LGBTQIA+ History does not have to stop there.
By remembering the history behind the community throughout
the year, we are able to better understand the work that was done
to get us where we are today and
help us move forward to protect
LGBTQIA+ rights for all.

Colored pencil drawing of Marsha P. Johnson (left), Joseph Ratanski (center) and Sylvia Rivera (right) marching down New York’s Seventh Avenue at the
1973 NYC Gay Pride Parade. Drawn by Gary LeGault.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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And the Oscar goes to:
‘A Night at the Academy
Museum’
by Abigail Bonilla
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
abigail.bonilla@uconn.edu

On Oct. 12, ABC released a new
special detailing the creation of
their brand new “Academy Museum.” This new museum is located
in Los Angeles and details the history of filmmaking and the many
movies we’ve come to know and
love. Hosted by Laura Dern and
Tom Hanks, the special is a testament to the landmark moments
of history the film industry has
brought us.
The special begins as many
notable names in film take us
through the movies that made the
industry what it is today. Movies
such as “Citizen Kane” and “The
Wizard of Oz” are featured, giving us an inside look into just how
groundbreaking these films were
at the time and today.
One piece of the museum I found
particularly interesting was the
hall of Oscar statues. This section
featured the famous gold Oscars
from many notable films throughout history. One case, however,
was empty. An honorary holding
place, this space was meant for
the statue belonging to Hattie McDaniels, the first African American person to ever win an Oscar
for her role as “Mammy” in “Gone
with the Wind.” Although solely
given maid roles throughout her
career, McDaniels made history
as the first Black winner of the
Academy Awards. Her Oscar statue, meant to be donated to Howard University after her passing,
was mysteriously lost. An empty
case stands in the museum, giving
McDaniels the recognition she deserves for being a prominent trailblazer in the world of film.

The special also takes viewers
to the halls of wardrobe, hair and
makeup. It shows pieces from
many defining films, from Florence Pugh’s flower dress in “Midsommar” to hair pieces from the
Eddie Murphy film “Dolomite
is My Name.” These pieces were
enjoyable to see as they featured
many costumes from the world’s
favorite films. My favorite piece in
the gallery was that of the elaborate outfits in the Elton John biopic “Rocketman.”
Trailblazing directors such as
Spike Lee and Pedro Almodóvar
are celebrated in the artist-curated galleries of the museum. Each
section was hand-designed by the

A nostalgic happy
hour, this museum
will be sure to delight
and educate for many
years to come”
directors and features the films
they’ve created. Each of these directors have shaped filmmaking
in immeasurable ways. The galleries feature bright clips from
their films, giving the viewers a
look into the mastery they have
developed.
One of my favorite pieces of the
museum is the animation section.
It shows lovable characters from
Disney films, as well as many other movies. With rare storyboards
and claymation figures, the gallery features the very beginning
of animation and what it has become today. The museum also ad-

dresses animation’s problematic
history. Blackface and stereotypes
were heavily used in the early
days of animation, as well as sexual violence and the sexualization
of women. By acknowledging this,
the museum hopes to recognize
that this practice in animation
was unacceptable, and the industry can move forward with intention and sensitivity.
The visual effects gallery gives
viewers a detailed look into the
beginning of special and visual
effects in film. It shows the very
first example of visual effects in
George Mélièles’ “A Trip To The
Moon,” and in films such as the
showstopping “Avatar” directed
by James Cameron. In the Encounters Gallery, characters from
the world’s favorite sci-fi films
are celebrated in all their glory.
E.T. and R2-D2 make their home
in those walls, along with many
other memorable characters. The
Studio Ghibli exhibit, one of my
favorites in the special, celebrates
the legendary work of Japanese
filmmaker Hayao Miyazaki. He
helped bring the art of Japanese
filmmaking to the American
mainstream, giving us loveable
characters and even more beautiful films.
The final piece of the museum,
The Oscar Experience, walks the
guest through what it would be
like to stand on the Dolby Theater
stage, accepting your very own
Oscar.
The 45-minute special walks
viewers through the expansive
history of filmmaking, giving us
insight into the films we were
raised on. A nostalgic happy hour,
this museum will be sure to delight and educate for many years
to come.

Actors Tom Hanks and Laura Dern co-hosted ABC’s special “A Night at the Academy Museum” on Oct. 12. The
special celebrated the opening of ABC’s Academy Museum, which opened on Sept. 30.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF @ACADEMYMUSEUM ON INSTAGRAM

Rating: 5/5
PHOTO COURTESY OF IMBD
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MAGNIFICENT MARGARITAS AT CHUCK AND MARGS
by the DC Life Section
life@dailycampus.com

Margaritas have quickly become
one of my favorite classic cocktails
and tequila one of my favorite liquors. From a refreshing, slightly
tangy original recipe – salt on the
rim and all – to fun flavor variations, margaritas are just as versatile in their taste as they are in the
occasions you can enjoy them. For
example: A Tuesday gone less than
ideal led to a desire to grab a drink,
but not at a bar – as much as I enjoy
Huskies and Ted’s – because I also
wanted to enjoy a top-tier meal.
Hence, a trip to the friendly neighborhood Chuck and Marg’s.
This Thirsty Thursday writer
honestly didn’t know the UConn
foodie favorite’s actual name is
Chuck’s Steak House and Margarita Grill Mexican Cantina until it
was included in the most recent
restaurant roundup for Hollieats.
Certainly a mouthful, so it makes
sense that most huskies affectionately refer to the restaurant as
Chuck and Margs. I don’t know
who Chuck is, but I’d like to thank
him for this food and drink destination in the middle of cowtown
Storrs. A two-story, eclectically
decorated restaurant with many
nooks and crannies for seating in
addition to a cozy outdoor patio,
Chuck and Margs is a great place
to bring your family, enjoy a fun
dinner with friends or celebrate the
end of the semester with your club.
From the free, freshly fried torti-

lla chips that come with a chunky,
slightly spicy salsa to the entrees
that are delightfully hefty for the
reasonable price, mostly everything I’ve

reason, the spicy with the sour did
not jive with me. I think there was
just too much going on. And even
the untainted version might have

3. and 4. Blood orange or
pomegranate margarita
These flavors are not what I
would usually order, but I think
Chuck’s does them well, and for
that, I think they’re worth a try. If
you enjoy citrus, try the sour but
balanced blood orange, and if you
want something subtle but still flavorful, try the pomegranate.

tried
from
Chuck’s
would
be
Hollieats-approved – ask her
yourself! But considering this a boozy beverage
column, let’s chat about the
titular drink from the restaurant. Here are my thoughts
on the margaritas I’ve tried
from Chuck and Marg’s:
7. Tarantularita (with or
without tequilapeño)
One of the specialty margs on the
menu, the Tarantularita seems like
a unique, candy-like cocktail, described as a citrus flavor of Tarantula Azul tequila infused with a sour
apple liquor. My friend had the fun
– if you couldn’t tell, I’m being sarcastic – idea of paying an additional
$0.75 to make their margarita spicy
by substituting the original tequila
with Chuck’s house-infused tequilapeño. Don’t get me wrong, I actually appreciate a well-crafted margarita with jalapeño. Yet, for some

too much going on, as
my other friends who
had tried the original Tarantularita claimed it was not
the most delectable drink.
5. and 6. Strawberry and
peach margarita
These classic flavors are actually
perfectly delicious – as you will see,
you can’t really go wrong with the
rest of Chuck’s drink menus – but
because you can probably try them
at other establishments, I’ve placed
more unique choices higher. I feel
like strawberry is the most common margarita flavor, and for good
reason. The sweetness balances
out the tanginess of the tequila,
and Chuck’s fruit margaritas are
better than those of other restaurants because they mix them with
real fruit purée. The peach is a little more unique, with peach purée
and Peachtree liquor, but I feel like
it tasted a bit stronger than the other options, so I guess it depends on
what you’re looking for!

2. Mule margarita
This seasonal special is adapted
from one of my favorite cocktails,
in all its gingery, refreshing glory.
The margarita is made with triple
sec and ginger beer to add that tang
and spice, creating a strong, but
still well-composed drink. Just be
sure to mix the drink, or you’ll get a
straight slurp of tequila!
1. Mango margarita
When in doubt, go for mango.
And I mean that for literally any
food or drink – mango is a powerfully flavorful fruit! The mango
margarita is what I ordered this
tragic Tuesday, and it cured all the
ails that alcohol could. The pureed
mango added a nice body to the
drink and was sweet enough to
balance the tartness of the tequila
without being overly or artificially
sweet. It’s a flavor I can always rely
on, and I’m glad it could offer me
some comfort – and maybe could
do the same for you.

Chuck’s Steak House and Margarita Grill is located at on 1498 Stafford Rd in Storrs, CT. This week, the DC Life Section’s “Thirsty Thursday” featured Chuck and Margs top seven margaritas.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CHUCK’S STEAK HOUSE AND MARGARITA GRILL VIA FACEBOOK
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Huskytalk | What did you eat for breakfast?

“I had a sandwich, a
turkey sandwich.”

“Some eggs, and oatmeal.”

“Just bread … bread
and a banana”

Ash Williams
PNB
Third semester

Miguel Ticsay
Material science and engineering
Fifth semester

Shenji Zhou
Mechanical engineering
Seventh Semester

“I had french toast,
yogurt and grapes.”

“I had scrambled
eggs.”

Amelia Colombo
Mechanical engineering
First semester

Kyran Blackwell
Biology
Seventh Semester

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 14, 2021

Crossword
Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Geometry
numbers
6 Shows
displeasure (at)
11 Part of A&E?
14 Absorb
15 Ferrell’s “SNL”
cheerleading
partner
16 Card-beats-card
game
17 Fan on a farm?
19 Shakespearean
title noun
20 Bee attraction
21 Wrestling place
22 “Armageddon”
author
23 Chain founded by
Ingvar Kamprad
25 Movie trailers
27 Hors d’oeuvres
for a horror
movie?
31 “Gotcha!”
32 Head of Paris
33 Like some
escapes
37 Done in
39 AOL, e.g.
41 Aria, say
42 Watch all night,
maybe
45 Topers
48 High flier until
2001
49 Surveillance
snacks?
52 Make like the
original
55 Hurry away
56 Place for a bid
57 Arabic “son of”
59 Syrup once used
as a poison
remedy
63 No-frills bed
64 Finishing touch
for a gastropod?
66 Aussie school
67 Cellist Casals
68 Capone
henchman known
as “The Enforcer”
69 Whiskey choice
70 Sales rep’s
friendly
personality, e.g.
71 Early computer
DOWN
1 Part of NCAA:
Abbr.

10/14/21

By Jim Holland

2 “Dirty Jobs” host
Mike
3 Large-scale tale
4 Pretzel chain __
Anne’s
5 Deliver an
address for
6 Soft cry
7 __ smasher
8 Tell
9 Many a junior
high student
10 Polite title
11 Clued in
12 Zenith’s opposite
13 Slag
18 Liqueur word
22 Password
creators
24 “Hamlet”
beginning
26 Solid-rock link
27 Emotional
outbursts
28 Guitarist Atkins
29 “I am woman,
hear me __ ... ”:
Helen Reddy
lyric
30 “Steppenwolf”
author
34 Former Dallas
QB Tony
35 Hodgepodge
36 “Agreed!”

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

38 Irritable
40 Sound
accompanying a
disappearance
43 From __ Z
44 Places to tie up
46 Spring bloom
47 Start of a job
50 Skewered foods
51 “You’ve Lost
That Lovin’ __”:
1964 hit
52 Arise anew

CARTOON BY STEVEN COLEMAN, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Level
Sudoku1

2

3

4

10/14/21

53 Dark wood
54 “Sonatine
Bureaucratique”
composer
58 Africa’s Blue __
60 __ Field: Mets’
home
61 Whodunit dog
62 Geek __
64 Place for a peel
65 “’Salem’s __”:
Stephen King
novel

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

10/14/21
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Now question in NFL is: Does Gruden reflect broader culture?
When Shad Khan set out more
than a decade ago to become the
first member of an ethnic minority to own an NFL team, the
Pakistani-American heard the
scuttlebutt.
“The conjecture was, ‘You will
never get approved, because
you’re not white,’” Khan, now
the owner of the Jacksonville
Jaguars, told The Associated
Press in a telephone interview
this week.
His attempt to purchase a 60%
stake in one club fell through, so
“the narrative that people had
been giving to me kind of got reinforced,” Khan said.
Undaunted — and, he says,
encouraged by Commissioner
Roger Goodell — Khan moved
on and soon reached an agreement to buy the Jaguars. “Got
approved unanimously,” Khan
noted. “The conjecture and what
was going on — and the reality —
turned out to be different.”
Current and former players and
others around the league have
varying opinions about a key
question that arose in light of the
racist, homophobic and misogynistic thoughts expressed by Jon
Gruden in emails he wrote from
2011-18, when he was an ESPN
analyst between coaching jobs,
to then-Washington club executive Bruce Allen: Just how pervasive are those sorts of attitudes
around the sport these days?
It's certainly been a topic of
conversation in locker rooms.
“I’m not surprised those
ideas exist. ... I guess I was a
little bit surprised by that comfort level, sending an email like
that to somebody. I would assume you’re pretty assured that
they’re not going to be offended
by it or surprised by it or have
them say anything to you about
the nature of those emails,” said
Corey Peters, an Arizona Cardinals defensive lineman in his
11th year in the NFL. “But I think
it’s good for the league to have
that come out, and guys be held
accountable for the things that
they say, even in private.”
Gruden resigned as coach of
the Las Vegas Raiders on Monday
night following reports in The
Wall Street Journal and The New
York Times about messages he
wrote demeaning Goodell, union
chief DeMaurice Smith and others, using offensive terms to refer
to Blacks, gays and women.
Some saw Gruden's words as
indicative of a behind-the-scenes
culture that could persist in an
industry where about 70% of the
players are Black while more
than 80% of head coaches (27 of
32) and general managers (also
27 of 32) are white — and all are

men.
Among principal owners, only
Khan and Buffalo’s Kim Pegula
are members of minorities.
“The bigger issues aren’t
unique to the NFL, but I think
they are stark in the NFL: Who’s
in positions of power? And who’s
making decisions? When that
is only one group, particularly
people who are privileged, who
are from the dominant group,
then those are going to likely be
skewed decisions and skewed
world views,” said Diane Goodman, an equity consultant.
“It’s easy to point to Gruden
and go, ‘Oh, isn’t he terrible?’

that ‘I can say these things to another white man who is going to
think they’re OK.'”
Some, such as Seahawks sixtime All-Pro linebacker Bobby
Wagner or Hall of Fame safety
Brian Dawkins, found the whole
episode more reflective of the
country than the NFL.
“I hate to say it like this, but
that’s just the world we live in.
That’s America,” said Dawkins,
whose first two seasons in Philadelphia coincided with Gruden’s
last two as the Eagles' offensive
coordinator. "I believe if (the
emails were known about) in
2011, then maybe the backlash is

Denver Broncos safety Justin
Simmons raised the point that
representation matters: “You get
different backgrounds, you get
different opinions."
He also thinks his job's workplace culture is improving.
“Progress has been made.
Whether it’s good enough or not
good enough, I won’t go into details about that,” said Simmons,
who entered the NFL in 2016.
“I’m a firm believer that as long
as we’re taking steps in the right
direction, that has to be positive,
right?”
Former defensive end Mike
Flores figures the sentiments

In this Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021, Arizona Cardinals defensive tackle Corey Peters (98) stretches before an NFL
football game against the Los Angeles Rams in Los Angeles. Current or former players, along with people in
positions of leadership with NFL clubs, have offered differing opinions this week on how pervasive the sorts
of racist, homophobic and misogynistic thoughts expressed by Jon Gruden -- in emails he wrote from 201118, when he was an ESPN analyst between coaching jobs, to then-Washington club executive Bruce Allen –
remain around the sport to this day. PHOTO BY JOHN MCCOY/ AP

and ‘Look at the terrible things
he did.’ But that doesn’t look
at that larger culture, where
people were participating with
him. People were allowing these
emails to exist. It really is about
the whole culture and that sense,
that I’m sure people have cultivated, to feel like, ‘I can say these
things and they will be, at best,
appreciated and reciprocated or,
at worst, people may not appreciate them but nothing’s going to
happen.’ And that is about privilege and entitlement,” Goodman
said. “There is the assumption

not as severe as it is now. I think
where we are in the climate that
we’re in, the things that we’ve
gone through in the last, maybe,
three years with social injustice
and all those things, a lot of people are waking up to some of the
things that have been normal for
too long.”
Said Wagner: “There are people out there like that, that speak
that way, that have that mindset,
that have not grown. It’s not just
football, it’s not just NFL ownership or coaches or anything like
that.”

found in the emails, which were
gathered during an investigation
into sexual harassment and other workplace misconduct at the
Washington Football Team, do
not represent merely one man's
mindset.
“I know how people talk and
joke around in locker rooms.
Most people in the NFL would
be highly scrutinized if the ‘politically correct police’ examined everyone’s emails,” Flores
— who played college football at
Louisville with Gruden’s brother, Jay, before spending five sea-

sons with the Eagles, 49ers and
Washington — said in a phone
interview.
Hugh Douglas, a defensive end
with the Jets, Eagles and Jaguars
from 1995-2004, told the AP that
Black athletes are “conditioned”
to hearing “the racial stuff ”
and hypothesized that owners
wouldn't want their emails made
public.
But Pat Hanlon, senior VP of
communications for the New
York Giants, tweeted, “Been in
league 35 yrs. Have never heard
that language in writing or verbally. I’m not naïve. Sure it has
been there.” He wrote "it is not
commonplace” in a second tweet.
Reigning NFL MVP Aaron
Rodgers sees a generational gap
between the folks in charge and
those taking the field.
“I can say with real honesty and pride that I don’t feel
like those are opinions that are
shared by players. I feel like, in
the locker room, it’s a close-knit
group of guys. And we don’t
treat people differently based
on the way that they talk, where
they’re from, what they’re into,
what they look like,” the Packers quarterback said on The Pat
McAfee Show.
“I know that there’s probably
opinions similar to (Gruden’s),
but I feel like they’re few and far
between. I really do,” Rodgers
said. “I feel like the player and
the coach of today is a more empathetic, advanced, progressive,
loving, connected type of person. ... Hopefully we can all, as a
league, learn and grow from this
and hopefully it puts people on
notice who have some of those
same opinions, like, ‘Hey, man,
it’s time to grow and evolve and
change and connect.’”
Miami Dolphins coach Brian
Flores, who is Black, was among
those echoing that sentiment.
“From my standpoint, what
I love about the game is that it
brings people together. It really
brings people from all walks of
life together,” Flores said. “So
you hate to see anything that
brings any type of division.”
Speaking about what happened with Gruden, in particular, Jacksonville’s Khan said,
“Obviously, these emails are
disturbing,” and quickly added:
“My personal experience has not
been that way.”
In the time since Khan agreed
to purchase the Jaguars in 2011,
he’s seen a change in the league’s
culture, particularly with regard
to social justice causes.
“One hundred percent, I think
the league is at the forefront,” he
said, “and they’re going to be doing more.”

Top ACC contenders counting on veteran talent in league race
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) —
Georgia Tech coach Nell Fortner
has reason for confidence after
bringing back nearly the entire
roster from the program's first
NCAA Sweet 16 team in nearly a
decade.
She's not alone in the Atlantic
Coast Conference, either.
"Yeah, we have a lot of experience coming back," Fortner said
Wednesday during the league's
preseason media day. "But so does
everybody else."
That's true of the top contenders, in particular. Reigning twotime tournament champion North
Carolina State returns its top
eight scorers. Louisville, which
has won at least a share of the regular-season title for four straight
seasons, has multiple starters
back while bringing in two proven
transfers from other power-conference schools to offset the loss of
two-time league player of the year
Dana Evans.
NCAA teams like Virginia Tech
and Florida State are much like
Fortner's Yellow Jackets in returning nearly their entire rosters, while the Seminoles get an
additional boost with the return
of longtime coach Sue Semrau after she took a leave of absence last
season to care for her ailing mother.
That sets up a league race headlined by teams counting on older
players with plenty of game experience.

"Talent matters, too," Louisville
coach Jeff Walz said. "If you're
experienced and bad, you're still
bad. … But what we have in this
league right now is we have experienced good players. Now that's
where it's going to have a bigger
impact."
The league didn't have a Final
Four team last season, but did
have a national-best eight bids for
the third consecutive tournament
with three teams advancing past
the opening weekend.
The Cardinals made the deepest
run to a regional final before falling to eventual national champion
Stanford. The Wolfpack earned
the program's first No. 1 seed before falling in the Sweet 16. The
Yellow Jackets also made it there
for the first time since 2012.
Now it's time to build off that
experience.
Virginia Tech coach Kenny
Brooks has already seen at least one
benefit. After reaching their first
NCAA Tournament since 2006,
the Hokies are having shorter and
more efficient practices because
the team is doing more fine-tuning
than learning from scratch compared to this time last year.
"We don't have freshmen on our
roster so I don't have to come off
of a curl screen, I don't have to
teach them to how to get over a
ballscreen," Brooks said. "They
know how to do that, so we can
more advanced in what we're doing. We're going to be more com-

North Carolina State forward Kayla Jones answers a question during NCAA college basketball Atlantic
Coast Conference media day, Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2021, in Charlotte, N.C. PHOTO BY MATT KELLEY/ AP

plex probably on both ends of the
court.
"It's been a lot of fun just because they're so receptive but
they're a very, very smart basketball team."
Cardinals redshirt senior guard
Kianna Smith, Louisville's top
returning scorer, is excited by
the prospect for an elevated level
of play in the league creating exciting league games. Teammate
Hailey Van Lith pointed out that
it will create an additional chal-

lenge, too.
"All the coaches are very good at
their job, they have great scouts,"
Van Lith said. "I know as a player it can be frustrating to play in
the ACC because they know every
move you want to make. It just
makes us better, especially as a
team and preparing us as a (national) top-5 program, which I believe we are."
N.C. State is in similar position.
Second-team Associated Press
All-American Elissa Cunane is

the headliner among all the Wolfpack's returnees, backed by the
addition sophomore transfers
Diamond Johnson (who averaged
17.6 points at Rutgers) and Madison Hayes (Mississippi State).
Wes Moore's Wolfpack will face
higher pressure and expectations
than any point in in the program's
recent history. And the team is
driven by memories of a season-ending upset loss to Indiana
with starting forward Kayla Jones
sidelined by a knee injury.
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Photo of the Day | Proud to be a Husky

The Huskies dominated their matchup with the Boston University Terriers snatching an 8-0 win this past Sunday, Oct. 10, at the George J. Sherman Family Sports Complex. UConn
Freshman Sophia Ugo had a fantastic offensive outing, snagging her first career hat trick while five other Huskies were able to connect with the back of the net. UConn will be back
on the field to face off against Villanova for an away game on Friday, Oct. 15 at 3pm.PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/ THE DAILY CAMPUS

Stratton’s college football ATS picks
by Stratton Stave
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

Hello again! Last week was an
incredible week for my ATS picks,
with four of my picks hitting out
of five. Many of my correct picks
were close calls, with Arkansas
losing but barely covering against
Ole Miss, Oklahoma replacing their
starting QB Spencer Rattler down
21 and coming back for the win to
cover and Iowa state barely beating
Penn State while covering. My only
loss came in the UConn-UMass pillow fight, where the Huskies were
terrible, not covering the spread for
the first time in four weeks. Overall, it was my best week so far, a performance I’ll hope to replicate this
time around with a slate including
fewer top-25 matchups.

No. 12 Oklahoma State at
No. 25 Texas (-5.5) (Saturday at noon on FOX):
This is one of two ranked matchups we have
this week and
it is the more
interesting
one. Oklahoma State is coming off two straight
home ranked victories, winning

each one by double digits. RB Jaylen
Warren has been great for the Cowboys so far, scoring six times with
512 yards. The Cowboys have yet to
lose a game and have a very impressive defense in a high-scoring Big
12. Texas on the other hand blew
a 21 point lead
to Oklahoma
last week and
is looking for
answers. Their
offense has been phenomenal this
season, making it an interesting
matchup with a great offense playing a strong defense. At the end of
the day, though, the Cowboys are
going to corral the Longhorns with
their experience winning close
games.

they want to get a win. Their offense has a balanced rush and pass
game that hasn’t been able to score
well against real competition, but
is enough to win games. Arkansas
features KJ Jefferson in their electric pass game, but the team has
been inconsistent, with their
offense being
shut down frequently. I like
the Razorbacks
to break out of their slump here.

The pick: Oklahoma State

It’s rare that you could see a top
11 caliber matchup
this late in the season
and have the spread
be so far apart, but it’s
warranted. Georgia
has shut down their
opponents for the entire season and
last week’s contest against Auburn
was no exception. I’m struggling
to make a pick here just because
Kentucky has not lost this season, although they’ve kept it close
against poor competition a few
too many times. Georgia is proven

Auburn at No. 17 Arkansas (-3.5) (Saturday at noon
on CBS):
Auburn is a sneaky good team.
Their two losses have
come on the road
at current seventh
ranked Penn State
and at home versus first ranked Georgia. Neither
loss was embarrassing, but they’ll
need to turn it up in this game if

The pick: Arkansas

No. 11 Kentucky at No. 1
Georgia (-23.5) (Saturday
at 3:30 p.m. on CBS):

with the help of star
QB JT Daniels, and I
just don’t feel great in
the same way about
Kentucky. I could be
wrong here, but I’m going with my
instinct.
The pick: Georgia

No. 19 BYU at Baylor (-6)
(Saturday at 3:30 p.m. on
ESPN):
This is actually a really interesting
matchup. BYU started off the season
looking really promising with wins over multiple top 25 competition
but laid a complete egg
last week against an
underwhelming
but
dangerous Boise State team. Baylor is very much a fringe-top 25
team, beating unranked teams easily, while having trouble against the
teams in the 15-25 range. QB Gerry
Bohannon
has
been great this
season, throwing
for 11 touchdowns,
while RB Abraham Smith has seven touchdowns
on just 78 carries. The Bears might
win this one, but that six-point
spread just seems a bit too big.

The pick: BYU
Yale (-5.5) at UConn (Saturday at noon on CBSSN):
*In my best Gru from Despicable
Me voice:* In terms of a spread, we
have no spread. The linemakers
have determined that they are too
good for this inner-Connecticut
rivalry renewed. Instead of a conventional
spread, I’ll use a computer line that I found
using Jeff Sagarin’s
Computer Rankings that list Yale as
5.5 point favorites. This seems fair.
UConn was horrible last week but
should have coach Lou Spanos back
on the sidelines this time around in
what seems like a must-win game
for the sole purpose of avoiding
embarrassment. The game will be
close, but I don’t know
if I trust Krajewski
and co. to prevent Yale
from pulling away late.
As embarrassing as it
is, I’m going with the
Bulldogs.

The pick: Yale
Stratton’s Record: 12-8
(.667); 4-1 last week

UConn Women’s Soccer Preview: Huskies get set to
host Creighton and Villanova at Morrone

by Stratton Stave,
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT,
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

and Sebastian Garay-Ortega,
STAFF WRITER
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

Head coach Margaret Rodriguez
and her squad get set to welcome
both Creighton and Villanova to
the Joseph J. Morrone Stadium.
The Blue Jays (6-6-2, 0-4-1 Big East)
storm into Storrs in search of their
first conference win of the season,
while the Wildcats (7-7-0, 1-5-0 Big
East) look to win two consecutive
games for the first time since the
start of the season.
Creighton has no doubt had a
tough start to their Big East campaign, as, in four of their past five
conference games, the Blue Jays
have had to go up against the top
five teams in the Big East table (#25
Georgetown, Providence, Marquette, and Xavier).
Creighton’s first run came against
the nationally ranked Hoyas, who
they were able to hold to a 1-1 draw
in what is a great result, all things
considered. However, things would
soon take a turn for the worst; the
Blue Jays would then lose their next
three consecutive matches against
Providence, Marquette and Xavi-

er, respectively. Furthermore, Ross
Paule’s team would then fall to Villanova to make it four losses out of
five in conference play.
While Creighton’s recent form
has been poor, they still have a quality defense that should be respect-

ed. The Blue Jay backline has only
conceded more than one goal on
two occasions this season: to Xavier and Villanova. As a result, the
Husky forwards will most certainly
be frustrated by Creighton’s group
of strong defenders. Moreover, the

midfield must also be given credit
as they’ve most certainly stifled any
sort of creativity that the opposition
has thrown at them.
Creigton were led into the contest by midfielders Abigail Santana, Ansley Atkinson and Cristina

The UConn Women’s Soccer team won with a final score of 3-0against the Villanova Wildcats on March 25,
2021. The Huskies will face Villanova later this week. Because of the fact that this is a very winnable game,
its a great one for the team to get some experience. FILE PHOTO/ THE DAILY CAMPUS

Garriga. Santana leads the team in
goals, having scored seven of the
team’s 17 total goals this season. Atkinson has also been a key player
for Creighton; she leads the team in
assists with nine and has shown to
be the squad’s main creative outlet.
Finally, in the eight games Garriga
has participated in, she has bagged
three goals and garnered one assist.
Her “all-around” nature is something that UConn will most certainly have to watch out for, as she can
find the back of the net, or play her
teammates in behind the defense.
Switching gears to the Huskies,
Rodriguez’ squad sits in eight in the
Big East table, three positions above
the Blue Jays (who sit in last place).
UConn also has an overall record of
.500, and is coming off of a 1-0 loss
to DePaul on Sunday, Oct. 10.
The Huskies have struggled to
stay consistent since early September. The last time UConn won more
than one consecutive match came
in late August; moreover, the team
has only won two of their first five
Big East matchups with the victories coming against Seton Hall and
Marquette, respectively.

See Women’s Soccer, p. 11
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Women’s Soccer going up aganist Creighton and Villanova
Women’s Soccer, cont.
from p. 10
While the prognosis looks grim,
one thing that the Huskies can rely
on is their attack as they’ve scored
more than one goal in all of their
victories this season. The forward
partnership of Jaydah Bedoya, Jada
Konte and Duda Santin can most
certainly lift the Huskies out of the
most grim of situations. Bedoya has
three goals and two assists on the
season while Konte has three goals
along with one assist to her name.
Moreover, Santin has two goals and
two assists in the four games she
has started.
Chloe Landers, Jackie Harnett
and Evelyn Arsenault will have to
stand firm at the back as they’ll be
coming up against a side that has
failed to score in their four previous
outings.
Also, the UConn midfield made
up of Sofia Weber, Lucy Cappadona, Jessica Mazo and Emma Zaccagnini will have to combine and
move the ball quickly from side to
side in order to create gaps in the
Blue Jay defense. If this is not done,
it will be very difficult to find a
way through the six defenders that
Creighton starts at the back.
All in all, this contest will be won
in the middle of the park. Whoever
can achieve control of the midfield
will be able to swing the ball from
either ends of the pitch to create
goal scoring opportunities for their

respective side.
In the second game of the week’s
slate, the Huskies will stay at home
and take on Villanova in what
looks to be one of the most winnable games left on the schedule. The
Wildcats are 7-7 overall and just 1-5
in conference, with their only win
coming against last place Creighton. Massey’s Computer Rankings
lists Villanova as the 137th best
team while UConn sits at 128 and
predicts the game to go 2-1 in the
Huskies favor.
After losing their previous six
games, Villanova just picked up
their first win in exactly four weeks
against the Blue Jays. The Wildcats
are led by star senior forward Chloe
O’Neill who has accounted for 21 of
the team’s 67 points in the form of
eight goals and five assists. O’Neill
has done a great job shouldering
the offensive load even though the
rest of the team has done little to
help out. It is important to note,
however, that 17 of these 21 points
came in non-conference play before
the team dropped six straight contests. Since then, she and the team’s
production has been stagnant, although she did score in the Creighton win. The team runs through
O’Neill, so when picking a player to
focus on, the choice for coach Margaret Rodriguez will be easy.
Villanova senior goalkeeper Megan McClay has had a frustrating
final campaign too, not recording
a clean sheet since September 5th

against Cornell. In that span, McClay has allowed 21 goals in just
nine contests, including four games
where she allowed three or more
goals. This is largely thanks to the
Wildcats’ porous defense, which
has had a lot of trouble keeping
shots away from the net.
McClay has faced 206 shots so far
this season, which is likely not how

many she would like to be seeing.
The key to victory in this game
will just be to bottle up O’Neill to
prevent offensive efficiency from
the Wildcats and to get shots on
goal. UConn has also had trouble
scoring lately, but with their attack
primed for a breakout game, the
time is now to put points on the
board. The goal here is not to win

the conference anymore but instead
to get some nice momentum going
for the young players into next season. Look for freshmen Joyce Ryder, Abbey Jones and Sophie McCarthy to be active here and try to net
each of their second career goals.
This is a very winnable game and a
great one for the team to get some
experience.

Isabelle Lynch (22) scored 2 goals against the Villanova Wildcats on March 25, 2021. The Huskies will stay
at home and take on Villanova in what looks to be one of the most winnable games left on the schedule this
week. FILE PHOTO/ THE DAILY CAMPUS

North America and Europe humiliated on day three
of the League of Legends World Championships
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

It was not a good day for North
American or European League
of Legends fans.
North American and European teams combined for six
games on Wednesday, with none
of those six teams playing any
of the other five. Out of those
games, North America and Europe combined for exactly zero
wins and six losses.
It was a humiliating day adding
to a string of humiliating days for
the two major regions. In the first
three days of the group stage of
Worlds, Europe has a 2-7 record
with Fnatic going winless while
Rogue and MAD Lions each
picked up a game over Cloud9
and Gen.G, respectively.
North America is keeping
up for once; they also have an
0-3 team in Cloud9 and two 1-2
teams: Team Liquid, who beat
the MAD Lions, and 100 Thieves,
who claimed a win on Tuesday
over DetonatioN FocusMe. If the

there are outside factors, like
Fnatic’s substitute situation,
it doesn’t excuse this performance.
Fnatic has looked lost.
They held on desperately
against PSG Talon today, but
they still weren’t able to win
the over 45-minute game.
Substitute botlaner Bean
didn’t look awful, ending the
game with a 5-0-3 on Jhin, but
he couldn’t get involved in
the fights and while support
Hylisang fought for every
engage, the rest of the team
just fell flat. Nisqy, Fnatic’s
midlaner, has struggled immensely for these first few
days, currently sitting with a
6-19-10 KDA.
On the other side of the
coin, Korea and China are doThis is the current roster for the League of Legends team, Rogue. They will
be attempting miracle runs in their efforts to catch SWG and FPX. PHOTO
ing very well. China is sitting
COURTESY BY GAMEREACTOR
with two 3-0 teams in EDgroups were done today, every few World Championships. Two
ward Gaming and Royal Nevsingle North American or Euro- of their teams have made the fi- er Give Up and with their other
pean team would be out.
nals, while a number have made two teams both sitting at 2-1.
It’s a painful reality for the semis. This year, simply making While FunPlus Phoenix’s defeat
regions,
especially
Europe the quarterfinals might be a win by DWG was surprising given
which has thrived in the last for any of these rosters and while many had FPX ranked number

one at the tournament, the team
has solidly beaten Cloud9 and
Rogue.
Korea is doing just slightly
worse; DWG is sitting at 3-0 atop
group A, while T1 dropped a
game to EDG but is sitting at 2-1
in second place in group B. The
disappointment on the Korean
side is Hanwha Life Esports, who
have lost games to RNG and PSG
Talon. Despite strong efforts by
Chovy and Deft, the weaknesses that crippled this team in the
summer still remain and it’s not
looking good for those two players to be able to win a championship on this team.
Now, the schedule shifts; on
Friday, the second half of the
group stage will begin as one
by one each group will finish
their stage. The drama starts
with Group A, where Rogue and
Cloud9 will be attempting miracle runs in their efforts to catch
DWG and FPX. Those games
start the same time as usual; 7
a.m. EST, and will continue to
be broadcast on Twitch and YouTube in multiple languages.

Weah, Dest spark US to 2-1 win over Costa Rica in qualifier
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Tim
Weah scored his second international goal in the 66th minute after Sergiño Dest started the comeback from a first-minute deficit,
and the United States rallied past
Costa Rica 2-1 on Wednesday
night to ease pressure as World
Cup qualifying neared the halfway point.
Goalkeeper Zack Steffen, one
of nine new starters inserted by
coach Gregg Berhalter following
Sunday's dismal 1-0 loss at Panama, made a costly headed clearance that led to Keysher Fuller's
goal 60 seconds in, the fastest goal
conceded by the U.S. in 23 years.
Dest, another new starter by
his rotation-emphasizing coach,
tied it in the 25th minute when he
curled a shot past Keylor Navas.
"I was like, I have to shoot it,"
Dest said. "I was just so happy We
needed that goal. It was a really
important goal."
Nevas, one of the world's top
goalkeepers, strained an adductor muscle and was replaced by
Leonel Moreiera at the start of the
second half.
Weah, a son of Liberia President
and former FIFA Player of the
Year George Weah, wasn't in the
original starting lineup but was
announced just before kickoff in
place of Paul Arriola, who injuired

his right groin. He tied it when
Weston McKennie passed to Dest,
who dished to Weah. His longrange shot bounced off a diving
Moreira and inside the near post.
Weah's only other goal was in
an exhibition against Bolivia in
May 2018.
The U.S. has 11 points after
six of 14 matches, with its three
toughest games still ahead — at
home against Mexico on Nov. 12
plus away matches at Mexico and
Costa Rica.
"Right now we're on the right
track," Dest said.
Costa Rica, an aged team with
a starting lineup that averaged
more then 30 years old, has seven
points. The Ticos had won their
three previous qualifiers against
the U.S., helping end a streak of
seven straight American World
Cup appearances.
In later games, Canada hosted Panama, Honduras was home
against Jamaica, and El Salvador
was home against Mexico.
A pro-American crowd of 20,165
attended the first international
match at $300 million-plus Lower.
com Field, which opened in July.
Berhalter retained only 18-yearold midfielder Yunus Musah and
21-year-old Weah from Sunday's
starters.
Chris Richards, a 21-year-old

central defender, was given his
first competitive start as the
Americans fielded their youngest lineup in a World Cup qualifier at an average of 22 years,
229 days. That lowered the 23
years, 85 days from the 4-1 win
at Honduras on Sept. 8.
Matthew Hoppe and Gianluca Busio entered in the second
half, joining Steffen and Richards to increased U.S. qualifying debuts to 25 in this cycle,
trailing only 1998 (29), and 2006
and 2010 (26 each). Richards
was making just his fourth international appearance.
Costa Rica started five players 32 and older. Navas made his
99th international appearance
and Celso Borges his 144th. Ticos coach Luis Fernando Suárez
retained nine starters from
Sunday's 2-1 win at El Salvador.
The Ticos scored after Steffen, the backup to Ederson at
Manchester City, headed the
ball to the right flank but over
Dest. Bryan Ruiz kept the ball
in with a backheel pass to Ronald Mattarita, who dribbled
down the side and crossed. Just
outside the 6-yard box, Fuller
volleyed with his right foot, and
the ball went in on two bounces
inside the far post for his second international goal.

Panama’s Michael Murillo, center, United States´ Sebastian Lletget,
left, and United State’s Tim Weah battle for the ball during a qualifying
soccer match for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at Rommel Fernandez
stadium, Panama city, Panama, Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021. PHOTO BY ARNULFO
FRANCO/ AP

The U.S. had not conceeded that
early since the Netherlands' Ronald de Boer scored on a deflection
off Alexi Lalas two minutes in after a bad pass by Roy Wegerle set
up a breakaway in a 2-0 Dutch
win at Miami on Feb. 21, 1998.
Dest ended a streak of eight
straight first halves without an
American goal.
Weah switched the ball to Musah on the right flank, and he
passed to Dest. Given time and
space, Dest took three touches

as he cut toward the center. Dest
curled the ball around Mattarita
with a left-foot shot just beyond
the right hand of Navas for his
second international goal.
The U.S. nearly allowed another
goal when Miles Robinson made a
poor, slow backpass for Richards
in the 56th minute that was intercepted by Ruiz. The 36-year-old
Ruiz broke in alone on Steffen but
lacks pace at his age, and Robinson was able to catch up and poke
the ball away.
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Coleumn The San Disappointment Padres:
The Coleumn:
The biggest disappointment of 2021

by Cole Stefan

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

Last season, I picked the Texas
Rangers as the most disappointing
team of the 2020 MLB season, even
though the Colorado Rockies, Washington Nationals and Philadelphia
Phillies were also painfully disappointing to watch in a 60-game sample.
This year, however, there is a near
unanimous selection, and it belongs to
the San Diego Padres. The second-best
option was the New York Mets, but the
Padres had loftier expectations in mind
from the start. Their star power was so
massive that some people picked them
to win their first ever World Series in
a division where they were expected
to trade blows with the Los Angeles
Dodgers for the NL crown.
San Diego could blame their lost season on the Giants becoming elite out of
nowhere or the Cardinals winning 17
straight games in September, but neither of those reasons come close to fully explaining the colossal failure that
the Padres had this year. It goes much
deeper than that.
There’s no official start to this major
letdown. San Diego returned to the
playoffs for the first time since 2006
last year and got their revenge on the
Cardinals for the 2006 NLDS. After
defeating them in the NL Wild Card
Round two games to one, they got
swept by the talented Dodgers, but the
potential was bright for this team.

With that potential in mind, the
front-office, led by GM A.J. Preller,
went all-in over the offseason to oneup their Southern California rivals and
the rest of the NL.
The Padres made most of their
blockbusters during the heat of the offseason and the winter meetings. San
Diego had a strong rotation in 2020
and only made it stronger by trading
for Cubs ace Yu Darvish, 2018 AL Cy
Young winner Blake Snell and San Diego native Joe Musgrove. Getting both
Darvish and Snell to set up the rotation to be one of the top five in the
league, while Musgrove became
part of the added depth (not like
he would pitch the franchise’s
first no-hitter or anything).
The biggest free agent pickup for the Padres was getting
Ha-Seong Kim on a four-year
$28 million deal to provide more
infield depth. The biggest deal San
Diego made overall was extending
Fernando Tatis Jr. for 14 years and
$340 million effective immediately.
With their roster set, the Padres
could focus on their main goal: winning. San Diego started out slow with
a 15-12 record in April before jumping ahead of the pack with a 19-9 May
that saw them a half-game behind the
Giants. Led by a plethora of breakout
superstars, the Padres entered the AllStar break with a record of 53-40, good
for third in the NL West and second
NL Wild Card spot.
Most things were clicking for the Pa-

dres. Tatis was leading the NL in most
categories from home runs (28) to RBIs
(60). Jake Cronenworth was not having
a sophomore slump as he was selected
to the All-Star game behind his sensational glove. Manny Machado went
back to the All-Star Game; the Darvish
trade was looking like a win for San
Diego and
reliever

Mark Melancon was
having a career year.
The only thing going against them
were injuries. Dinelson Lamet was
not the ace he was in 2020 because he
was hurt. Everyone else from Tatis to
Trent Grisham to Eric Hosmer went
on the injured list for a variety of reasons. Although most of these injuries
were not long term, they were stunting

the potential that San Diego had to be a
great team.
The Padres knew they needed reinforcements at the trade deadline. Especially with all the injuries they faced,
they needed starting pitching. They
couldn’t call up top pitching prospect
Makenzie Gore yet because he was underperforming in the minor leagues.
San Diego needed a solution.
The big move they had in mind was
picking up Max Scherzer, who was
vying for the milestone of 3,000
strikeouts. As it was the final year
of his seven-year deal and the
Washington Nationals were
struggling, a trade was imminent.
Their plan was working as
several writers were reporting that Scherzer was heading
to the Padres in a blockbuster
deal. Here’s the problem: the
deal never went through. San Diego did not fret because that probably meant Scherzer was going to
stay in Washington. However, Scherzer got traded to the Dodgers alongside all-star Trea Turner in a mega deal
that altered the league.
The best move the Padres could
make was picking up All-Star Adam
Frazier from the Pittsburgh Pirates
while trading away small parts of the
prospect pool, but even he regressed in
the second half, hitting just .267 in San
Diego compared to his .324 batting average in the steel city.
From there, it fell apart. The Padres

went 10-15 in August, but it kept getting
worse. When Machado yelled at Tatis
saying that “it’s not all about you”, there
was a feeling that the season was over.
The Padres prematurely ended their
alleged title season with a 7-20 record
over September and early October.
By the time the season came to an
end, the Padres’ main role in their
marquee rivalry against the Dodgers
was playing spoiler to their division
hopes instead of vying for the playoffs.
Before the NL Wild Card game led to
the first-ever Dodgers-Giants postseason matchup, manager Jayce Tingler
got the boot for letting the fans down
despite most issues being out of his
control. I feel bad for him, but the fans
were ready to put him on a stake for the
team’s colossal failures and the Padres
had no choice but to cut him.
Overall, a 79-83 record and third
place in the NL West is something no
one saw coming from the perennial
World Series contenders. They had
the pieces to be dominant. Tatis had a
40-homer season and Darvish had 199
strikeouts. Melancon led all of baseball
in saves with 39. They just could not
survive the other two NL West teams
in California nor themselves.
Despite all these failures and shortcomings from the Padres, we should
not be surprised with this outcome.
In fact, we should treat it like the Mets
and Phillies and call it a disappointing
reality. What if I told you that this was
not the first time that we have experienced this from the Padres?
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Which UConn logo is the greatest?
Since UConn adopted the Husky mascot in 1935, the university has
had six different logos for its athletic teams, dating back to 1959. While
some prefer the sleek, minimalist design of the new 2013 logo, others love the just plain minimalist 1959 sad dog Jonathan. In between
those two, there have been some iconic logos that now symbolize key
parts of the University of Connecticut’s rich history. But which one is
the greatest of all time? Our team of writers have their takes:

What better way to mesh New England history and the Connecticut Huskies together than with a Husky dressed
up like a colonial citizen from Jamestown. At the time, the University of Connecticut was one of the premiere schools in
the northeast alongside the Ivy League schools, Boston College and Boston University. This logo is highly underrated
in UConn’s illustrious history, which is not as surprising when comparing it to other logos UConn has used like the sad
dog and the championship winning husky. This Patriot Husky not only represents the state of Connecticut, it represents
the values of freedom that we share. Imagine this logo on a player’s retro jacket from Mitchell and Ness. People would
comment that they look very dapper in that drip. I’ll leave you with this, though, I would love to see the modern Husky
logo fitted on this Patriot Husky as a possible secondary logo.

- Cole Stefan, Campus Correspondent

When Katy Perry talks about “fine, fresh, fierce,” this is exactly what we have here in the latest UConn logo. The blue eyes
keep it an icy East Coast instead of West, and who isn’t a sucker
for blue eyes, especially on our live mascot, Jonathan XIV. His
eyes are gorgeous and that beauty has never been captured before in UConn’s branding. Don’t be fooled, though; Jonathan
is no pretty boy and the intensity is high for this guy. You can
just see it both within his eyes and the overall shape of his face.
Also, we have such incredible precision in all dimensions of the
graphic. It is so aesthetically pleasing to have an image that is
perfectly symmetrical, which was never a feature on the face of
UConn before 2013. The geometric design allows for an almost
three-dimensional dog, coming out at you and ready to attack
with plenty of intense athleticism in “Storrs” for opponents.

- Taylor Coonan, Campus Correspondent

There is something pretty in the understated nature of the logo from the 90s. It’s a beautifully done handdrawn sketch, where the features of the mane of the husky are well-defined, and the color palette is limited to
black and white, which gives it a distinguished, regal feel. Plus, it doesn’t hurt that this logo represents an era
when the University of Connecticut basketball program was vaulted into the spotlight, with legends Ray Allen,
Richard Hamilton and Rebecca Lobo donning the UConn blue, red and white. Much like those teams of the
90s, this symbol was the basis for those that came after, so for both historical and aesthetic reasons, this logo is
the greatest of all time.

This is, in my opinion, the obvious
choice and the pinnacle of UConn logos. This logo represents the golden
years of UConn sports where Husky
legends played, including NBA AllStar Kemba Walker, Blue Jays outfielder George Springer and even ESPN analyst Dan Orlovsky. There is absolutely
nothing to dislike about this beautiful
dog, whether it’s the beautiful fur of the
husky or the hanging red tongue. It improves on everything that the previous
logo had, which makes the former look
like a sketch drawing. With just a bit
of color and the lack of a background,
you couldn’t have a better logo. There’s
a reason that the university carries so
much merchandise with this symbol
still placed proudly upon it. It is that
iconic.

- Ajeeth Vellore, Campus Correspondent
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The Sad Dog should hold a special place in all of our hearts. It features perhaps the most handsome
husky of them all and serves as the
original UConn logo. Although
UConn only kept the logo for one
year (I can’t imagine why), it is still
the top choice. The dog has a stoic look and looks fierce enough to
kill any other school’s logo. Okay,
that was a joke. This dog is not the
most handsome, or fierce, but it is
completely hilarious. The logo looks
flat-out confused as to why it was
put into existence. The dog features
both no expressions at all and every
expression all at once. It looks a little
too human for my comfort, but is
hysterical, likely why it only lasted
for a year, but the comedic aspect
makes it the best logo.
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