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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*36

as of 9:42 p.m. on Oct. 25

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)6

*positive test results

28 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 41 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

National News: Weekly Recap
by Amanda Kilyk
NEWS EDITOR
amanda.kilyk@uconn.edu

This week, the suspected re-
mains of a person of interest in the 
murder case of Gabby Petito were 
found, actor Alec Baldwin acci-
dentally fi red off  a prop gun that 
killed the fi lm’s  cinematographer 
and injured the director and the 
United Nations announced that 
greenhouse gas concentrations hit 
a new record in 2020. 

Suspected human remains 
of Brian Laundrie found in 

Florida Park

CNN reported last Thursday 
that Brian Laundrie’s suspected 
remains were found in a park in 
North Port, Florida after a month 
of searching for him, according to 
FBI offi  cials. 

Laundrie is a person of interest 
in the murder of 22-year-old Gabby 
Petito.

According to CNN’s source close 
to the case, the remains were found 
underwater, therefore possibly 
making it diffi  cult for the medical 
examiner to offi  cially identify the 
remains.

CNN reported that Laundrie’s 
parents helped with the discovery, 
according to family attorney Steve 
Bertolino. The discovery of his re-
mains reportedly comes 37 days af-
ter his parents last saw him alive, 
according to CNN.

“As happenstance was, they 
stumbled upon these items,” Ber-
tolino said in an interview with 
CNN’s Chris Cuomo.

Michael McPherson, the FBI 

special agent in charge of the case, 
will process the area using all 
available forensic resources.

Alec Baldwin accidentally 
fires off prop gun killing cine-
matographer, injuring director  

 Last Thursday, actor Alec Bald-
win accidentally fi red live rounds 
from a prop gun on the set of his 
new movie “Rust,” killing cinema-
tographer Halyna Hutchins and 
injuring director Joel Souza, ac-
cording to the Associated Press. 

According to a search warrant 
fi led in a Santa Fe Court, assistant 
director Dave Halls had grabbed 
the gun from a nearby cart and 
announced it a “cold gun” before 
handing it to Baldwin.  

Hannah Gutierrez, the fi lm’s 
armorer, had set out three guns, 
including the one loaded with live 

rounds, on a cart nearby where the 
scene was being fi lmed. It is un-
clear how many rounds had been 
fi red, according to AP.  

No immediate charges have been 
fi led, according to AP.  

Baldwin made a statement via 
Twitter: “There are no words to 
convey my shock and sadness re-
garding the tragic accident that 
took the life of Halyna Hutchins, a 
wife, mother and deeply admired 
colleague of ours. I’m fully cooper-
ating with the police investigation. 
My heart is broken for her hus-
band, their son, and all who knew 
and loved Halyna.”  

UN reports record amount 
of greenhouse gas emission in 

2020  

According to the Associated 
Press, the World Meteorological 
Organization reported a new high 
record for greenhouse gas concen-
trations, which did so “at a faster 
rate than the annual average for 
the last decade.”  

Despite lockdown temporarily 
reducing global greenhouse gas 
emissions, concentrations of gases 
such as carbon dioxide, methane 
and nitrous oxide have all severely 
increased in the past year.  

“At the current rate of increase 
in greenhouse gas concentrations, 
we will see a temperature increase 
by the end of this century far in ex-
cess of the Paris agreement targets 
of 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels,” World Me-
teorological Organization Secre-
tary-General Petteri Taalas said.  

“There are no 
words to convey 
my shock and 
sadness regarding 
the tragic 
accident that took 
the life of Halyna 
Hutchins, a wife, 
mother and deeply 
admired colleague 
of ours.”
ALEC BALDWIN

UConn mourns 
loss of student 
by Thomas Alvarez
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut 
is grieving the passing of Meghan 
Voisine. She was from Suffield, 
Connecticut. 

The university expressed its 
condolences in a statement made 
Monday. 

Voisine, a third-semester mar-
keting major, was admitted to 
UConn in fall 2020 after previ-
ously attending Seton Hall Uni-
versity. She was a member of 
Women in Business and Gamma 
Phi Beta sorority, according to 
the statement. 

“She was an active and enthu-
siastic member of Gamma Phi 
Beta sorority and the Women in 
Business student organization, 
and was very well-liked among 
her classmates and professors,” 
university spokesperson Steph 
Reitz said in an email. 

At this time, information about 
services for Voisine is unavail-
able. According to the statement, 
an update will be provided when 

information is shared. Condo-
lences to the Voisine family can 
be sent to the Dean of Students 
Office. 

Resources: 

Student Health & Wellness 
Mental Health Services are 
available to those who may be 
struggling. To schedule a meet-
ing with SHaW-Mental Health, 
students should call (860) 486-
4705 or schedule an appointment 
online. Information about man-
aging grief can also be found on 
SHaW-Mental Health website. 

Staff in the Dean of Students 
Office are also available for stu-
dents as needed. Those inter-
ested in scheduling a meeting 
should email dos@uconn.edu or 
call (860) 486-3426 and request to 
meet with an assistant dean. 

UConn’s employee assistance 
program is available to all UCo-
nn staff and faculty who may be 
in need of support. According to 
their website, they can be reached 
at uchc_eap@uchc.edu, or called at 
(860) 679-2877 and (800) 852-4392 
(toll free within Connecticut).

This aerial photo shows the Bonanza Creek Ranch in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021. Actor 
Alec Baldwin fired a prop gun on the set of a Western being filmed at the ranch on Thursday, Oct. 21, killing 
the cinematographer, officials said.    PHOTO BY JAE C. HONG, VIA AP

Students speak about the quality of 
UConn dining compared to last year
by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut 
Dining Services changed many of its 
normal dining service procedures 
last year to adapt with COVID-19 
limitations. 

This year, many of these limita-
tions have been removed from the 
university’s dining halls, which 
have allowed students and dining 
services to experience fairly normal 
operations.    

The changes in dining options 
and procedures aff ected students 
the most, and caused noticeable dif-
ferences in the quality and processes 
of getting food on campus this year 
compared to last, according to UCo-
nn students. 

Last year, because of COVID-19 
restrictions, Whitney Dining Hall 
remained closed. The closure limit-
ed options for vegetarian and vegan 
students living on campus, as Whit-
ney caters more toward those di-
etary restrictions than other dining 
halls.   

Megha Dhillon, a third-semester 
animal science major, has noticed 
the major diff erence in food variety 
available on campus compared to 
last year. 

“I’m vegetarian, so it was really 
tough for me to fi nd food on cam-
pus last semester without eating 
the same thing every day,” Dhillon 

said. “Whitney is known for being 
good for vegetarians, so this semes-
ter I get to eat there which helps me 
out.” 

Faith Cesaria, a third-semester 
cognitive science major, has  appre-
ciated more dining locations being 
open this year. This includes Cross-
Roads, a cafe located in the Wilbur 
Cross Library that was closed all of 
last year.   

“Cafes like CrossRoads being 
open [are] a good option for when 
I’m in the area, which wasn’t open 
last year,” Cesaria said. 

Cesaria added that dining halls 
have been able to provide students 
with a larger variety of food options 
this year. 

“The variety has improved,” she 
said. “I have been seeing more in-
ternational foods and just diff erent 
things that weren’t available last 
year.” 

However, not all of the changes 
made this year have been favored 
by students. 

Last year, Flex Passes were given 
a $7 value, which students could 
use at any of the retail cafe loca-
tions to purchase whatever they 
wanted within the $7 limit. This 
semester, Flex Passes can only be 
used to purchase a salad or sand-
wich, a drink and a bag of chips at 
any retail cafe location. Flex Passes 
this year can once again be used to 
swipe in off -campus students.   

Dhillon preferred last year’s Flex 
Pass value more, explaining that  
the previous method was more 
valuable to students who don’t pre-
fer a bag of chips with their meal.  

“I liked the meaning of Flex 
Passes a lot more,” Dhillon said. “I 
think it’s really ineffi  cient this year 
to use them. I’ve ended up with a 
million bags of chips in my dorm, 
which I don’t end up eating a lot of. 
I also think it’s ineffi  cient for the 
cafes because they don’t get to sell 
as much food.” 

See NATIONAL, p. 2

Supporters of Gabby Petito hold up photos of Gabby after a news conference Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021, in 
North Port, Florida. The FBI on Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021 identified human remains found in a Florida nature 
preserve as those of Brian Laundrie, a person of interest in the death of girlfriend Gabby Petito while the 
couple was on a cross-country road trip.    PHOTO BY CHRIS O’MEARA, VIA AP

“The variety has 
improved. I have 
been seeing more 

international foods 
and just different 

things that weren’t 
available last year.”

FAITH CESARIA
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A visit from Officer Tildy and comfort dogs 
boosts student mental health

Amid the gloom of this past 
Monday, six furry rays of sun-
shine brightened the Student 
Union terrace.  

The University of Connecti-
cut Police Department’s facility 
dog, Officer Tildy, was joined by 
five other ‘comfort’ Labradors 
to greet and de-stress students. 
The event was held in support of 
the Connecticut Humane Society 
and the Jordan Porco Founda-
tion.  

From 1-4 p.m., students gath-
ered to meet, pet and play with 

the dogs. According to those 
who stopped by, the canine af-
fection was an effective therapy. 

First-semester students Sky-
ler Hughes and Maria Brennan 
laughed as one dog retrieved a 
ball across the SU lawn. 

“They made me smile,” Bren-
nan said. “We stopped in be-
tween classes, and they are just 
so adorable.” 

Sixth-semester student Dan 
Delvalle said the visit was good 

for his mental health, especially 
during this time of the semester. 

“I am really happy they are 
here because they are a good 
stress reliever after midterms,” 
Delvalle said as he knelt down to 
pet a dog. 

According to third-semester 
student Sophia Circaldo, the 
visit was a nice experience for 
college students missing their 
family pets. Though an owner of 
four cats, Circaldo said the six 
dogs still filled the feline-shaped 
holes in her heart.

“When you can’t go home as 
often and see your own pets, this 
really helps until then,” she said.

UN report on greenhouse gas emission

NATIONAL, cont. from p. 1

Taalas noted that greenhouse 
gas emissions are way off track 
from where they need to be, ac-
cording to AP.  

The World Meteorological 
Organization also detailed how 
parts of the Amazon Rainforest 
have gone from storing carbon,  
a “carbon sink,” to a source of 

carbon dioxide emissions due 
to “deforestation and reduced 
humidity in the region,” AP re-
ported.  

The reports bring more im-
portance to the COP26 confer-
ence, slated to occur from Oct. 
31 to Nov. 12. It will be a crucial 
opportunity to solidify emission 
goals stemming from the 2015 
Paris climate accord, according 
to AP.

Students played with six comfort dogs including UConn’s own Officer Tildy during the Meet & Greet with 
Officer Tildy and Comfort Dogs on the Student Union Terrace and Lawn from 1 to 4 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 25.
PHOTO BY IZZI BARTON, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Gabriela Esposito
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
gabriela.esposito@uconn.edu

“They made me 
smile.”

MARIA BRENNAN

Ex-Liberty spokesman says he 
was fired for raising concerns

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A former 
spokesperson for Liberty Universi-
ty is suing the evangelical Virginia 
school after being fi red, alleging in a 
lawsuit fi led Monday that his termi-
nation came in retaliation for voicing 
concerns that sexual misconduct ac-
cusations were mishandled.

Scott Lamb, a vice president-lev-
el executive at the school where he 
was hired in 2018, said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press that 
he pushed for answers about what 
was being done to investigate claims 
raised in a lawsuit fi led over the sum-
mer by 12 women, and was continu-
ally dissatisfi ed.

The women’s lawsuit, which is 
still ongoing, alleged the school had a 
pattern of mishandling cases of sex-
ual assault and harassment and had 
fostered an unsafe campus environ-
ment. A student-led movement has 
since been established to advocate for 
systemic reforms, and the nonprofi t 
investigative journalism outlet Pro-
Publica published a deeply reported 
investigation Sunday with fi ndings 
similar to the allegations raised in the 
lawsuit.

Lamb said in the interview that 
the university, which has a gleaming 
campus in Lynchburg, has plenty 
of resources and should have used 
them to open a third-party investiga-
tion of the women’s claims.

“We put $300 million in the bank 
last year, and some change. We have 
two-point-something-billion in the 
endowment, and we can’t aff ord to 
just deal righteously with these peo-
ple. Why?” Lamb said.

Liberty University General Coun-
sel David Corry said in a statement 
that the university “categorically de-
nies Mr. Lamb’s claims that his ter-
mination was in any way the result 
of advice he had given on how the 
university should respond” to the 
women’s lawsuit. He said Lamb was 
terminated with cause as a result of a 
meeting about “a recent review of the 
area under his management.”

“Lamb’s lawsuit is a transparent 
eff ort to rebuild his own reputation 
by shamefully playing on the good-
will of supporters of sexual assault 
victims. We look forward to address-
ing his claims in court,” Corry said.

Lamb’s lawsuit alleges that he was 
terminated for engaging in activity 
protected under Title IX, the federal 
law that protects against sex discrim-
ination in education, after challeng-
ing the university’s handling of the 
complaints.

His complaint says things came to 
a head in a meeting early this month 
when he told top school offi  cials that 
“he would not be silenced or partici-
pate in a cover up of activities” at the 
university.

The following day, he was ap-
proached about negotiating a separa-
tion agreement and on Oct. 6, he was 
fi red, according to the lawsuit.

Lamb also alleges that he was re-
taliated against for his participation 
in an outside investigation conduct-
ed into the tenure of Jerry Falwell Jr., 
the former president whose personal 
controversies and acrimonious de-
parture from Liberty last year gar-
nered national headlines.

This Tuesday, March 24, 2020, file photo shows a sign marking an 
entrance to Liberty University as students were welcomed back to the 
campus during the coronavirus outbreak in Lynchburg, Virginia. A for-
mer spokesman for Liberty University is suing the evangelical school 
after being fired, alleging in a lawsuit filed Monday, Oct. 25, 2021, that 
his termination came in retaliation for voicing concerns that sexual 
misconduct accusations were mishandled.
PHOTO BY STEVE HELBER, VIA AP

Boston joining other college towns with census challenge

A Boston Red Sox fan wears a face mask before Game 5 of baseball’s 
American League Championship Series against the Houston Astros 
Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021, in Boston.    PHOTO BY DAVID J. PHILLIP, VIA AP

(AP) — Boston is joining other 
communities across the U.S. with 
large numbers of university stu-
dents in planning to challenge 
the results of the once-a-decade 
head count, saying the 2020 cen-
sus undercounted the city’s stu-
dents as well as jail inmates and 
foreign-born residents.

Mayor Kim Janey said in a let-
ter to the U.S. Census Bureau 
this month that city officials 
believe about 5,000 college stu-
dents were missed in the city 

that is home to Boston Univer-
sity, Northeastern University, 
Suffolk University and the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Boston. 
The city made its estimate based 
on records Boston schools are 
required to give to the city with 
addresses for students living off 
campus.

The 2020 census began just 
as the pandemic took hold and 
students were told to leave cam-
puses. The results put the city 
of Boston’s population at 675,647 

people.
The county’s corrections de-

partment estimates that 500 
jail inmates were missed, and 
city officials believe neighbor-
hoods with large numbers of 
foreign-born residents were un-
dercounted as well, the Boston 
mayor said.

“Issues such as language bar-
riers and government mistrust, 
particularly with a possibility of 
a citizenship question, may have 
resulted in an undercount of 
these traditionally difficult pop-
ulations to count,” Janey said.

The administration of former 
President Donald Trump gener-
ated months of headlines by try-
ing to add a citizenship question 
to the 2020 census form before 
it was blocked by the Supreme 
Court. Civil rights advocates be-
lieve this may have discouraged 
non-citizens and their relatives 
from participating in the count 
of every U.S. resident.

Other college towns across the 
U.S. , including Tuscaloosa, Ala-
bama, and Greenville, North Car-
olina, plan similar challenges, 
claiming students were missed.
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Opponents of critical race theory seek to flip school boards
GUILFORD, Conn. (AP) — A racial 

reckoning began years ago for the Guil-
ford school system, first with an epi-
sode in which a student wore blackface 
makeup to a home football game and 
then a fraught debate over the elimina-
tion of its mascot, the Indians. After the 
killing of George Floyd, district leaders 
announced they were doubling down 
on efforts to address social justice and 
racism in schools and teaching mate-
rials.

But an organized pushback in the 
overwhelmingly white community be-
gan last year with a petition for the su-
perintendent’s removal. This summer, 
conservative activists won the GOP’s 
endorsement for school board, knock-
ing out three incumbents in the Repub-
lican caucus. In next week’s elections, 
their slate aims to seize control of the 
school board.

The top issue on their platform is 
to fight critical race theory, which has 
become a rallying cry for activist can-
didates in the Nov. 2 elections all over 
the country who take issue with how 
schools have addressed diversity and 
inclusion.

“It was a surprise to me to be lumped 
in that national conversation,” Super-
intendent Paul Freeman said. “There 
have been direct accusations in Guil-
ford that teachers are bullying and 
indoctrinating children in leftist po-
litical agenda. That could not be more 
wrong.”

The school board elections will test 
the durability of conservative efforts 
to attack equity initiatives, with much 
at stake. Where opponents see efforts 
to stop liberal indoctrination, incum-
bents and school administrators fear 
takeovers could result in school board 
members becoming thorns in the side 
of professional educators.

Interest in school board seats has 
surged, with national conservative 
groups and state-level efforts en-
couraging challenges by right-learn-
ing newcomers amid debates over 
COVID-19 mask mandates, gen-
der-neutral bathrooms and teachings 
on race.

Schools have been addressing issues 
of diversity and culturally responsive 

A sign opposed to critical race theory is posted on Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2021, ahead of the Nov. 2 school board 
elections in Guilford, Connecticut. The elections will test the durability of conservative efforts to attack eq-
uity initiatives. Where opponents see efforts to stop liberal indoctrination, incumbents and school admin-
istrators fear takeovers could result in school board members becoming thorns in the side of professional 
educators.    PHOTO BY JESSICA HILL, VIA AP

teaching for years without stirring 
much controversy, but flames of frus-
tration in some communities have been 
fanned by groups with bigger agendas, 
said Jeffrey Henig, a professor of polit-
ical science and education at Columbia 
University.

Some Republicans, he said, see it as 
an issue that can help them win subur-
ban votes in midterm elections.

“It’s in the current context where I 
think this is being deliberately exploit-
ed by national actors that this is getting 
the energy and attention it does,” he 
said.

Critical race theory is a way of ana-
lyzing American history through the 
lens of racism. While the term has been 
applied broadly by some to any efforts 
toward inclusion, the theory itself is 
not a fixture of K-12 instruction.

In Guilford, a New Haven suburb 
of 22,000 on Connecticut’s shoreline, 
Freeman said the district’s work on 
race and equity intensified after last 
year’s debate over the mascot, which is 

now the Grizzlies, and the 2019 black-
face episode at a game against a team 
from Hartford. Students and young 
alumni, he said, called on the school 
system to do more on topics of race 
and equity so graduates would not feel 
sheltered.

The work has included a self-audit 
of curriculum to ensure materials do 
not reflect implicit bias and include 
authors with diverse experiences and 
backgrounds. In eighth grade, for one 
example, students learn about en-
slaved people who lived in Guilford so 
they do not see the Colonial period in 
an idealized way, Freeman said.

Opponents criticized Freeman for 
assigning administrators to read books 
including “White Fragility: Why It’s So 
Hard for White People to Talk About 
Racism.” One national group, No Left 
Turn in Education, organized a June 
forum in Guilford on what they see as 
the threat of critical race theory.

One of the five candidates on the 
slate opposed to critical race theory, 

Danielle Scarpellino, a local business 
owner, said in an appearance on “ Fox 
& Friends First” in July that it was 
district leaders who were introducing 
politics into schools, saying students 
were “being used as political pawns.” 
None of the candidates responded to 
interview requests from The Associat-
ed Press.

Another candidate, Tim Chamber-
lain, said on a campaign website that 
his child’s teachers have “tried to per-
suade him to abandon his conservative 
viewpoint” during discussion of topics 
ranging from global warming to affir-
mative action.

Independent and Democratic can-
didates have joined forces to campaign 
against the slate of anti-critical race the-
ory candidates. Among them is Kristy 
Faulkner, a molecular biologist and 
zoning board of appeals member who 
said she signed up to run after seeing 
equity and inclusion turned into bad 
words by her rivals.

She said she also worries that if the 

newcomers win, they would not find 
any middle ground with the existing 
school board members.

“I’m just envisioning basically a to-
tal meltdown of productivity on the 
board,” she said.

It’s unclear how many of the thou-
sands of U.S. school board races in-
clude agenda-driven newcomers, but 
there are examples around the country.

In Ohio, the number of school board 
candidates has ballooned by 50% from 
four years ago, according to the Ohio 
School Boards Association. Almost 
half of the 2,600 candidates are politi-
cal newcomers, including many whose 
anger has been stoked by critical race 
theory.

Seven candidates are running for 
just three seats on the school board in 
Chagrin Falls, a suburb of Cleveland 
where some parents have objected 
to racial inclusion policies. In nearby 
Rocky River, a conservative slate tak-
ing aim at critical race theory is run-
ning on the slogan: “Education not 
activism.”

In communities where mask man-
dates are attracting the most attention 
in school board races, as in Dover, New 
Hampshire, some candidates have 
also questioned approaches to diversi-
ty and inclusion. Several newcomers 
in Dover have said discussions of di-
versity should be broadened beyond 
race, and one candidate has spoken out 
against critical race theory.

Guilford’s nine-member school 
board is chaired by Kathleen Balestrac-
ci, a Democrat, who said initiatives on 
equity and inclusion are important 
work that students and community 
members asked the district to take on. 
Balestracci, who is not up for reelec-
tion, said she often has heard from 
parents seeking clarity on policies 
during her 10 years on the board — but 
nothing like the acrimony she has seen 
lately.

“I don’t think I’ve experienced a situ-
ation in which we have thoroughly ex-
plained what we’re trying to do and the 
approach we’re trying to take and then 
have the response be, ‘You’re lying,’” 
said Balestracci, a research faculty 
member at the Yale School of Medicine.

Orthodox patriarch released 
from hospital, set to meet Biden

In this Oct. 20, 2021 file photo, Conn. State Rep. Michael DiMassa leaves 
the federal courthouse in New Haven, CT. DiMassa has resigned from 
the legislature after having been charged last week with misusing fed-
eral COVID-19 relief funds.    PHOTO BY ARNOLD GOLD, VIA HEARST CONNECTICUT MEDIA

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Con-
necticut state Rep. Michael DiMassa 
has resigned from the legislature after 
having been charged last week with 
misusing federal COVID-19 relief 
funds.

The West Haven Democrat submit-
ted a short resignation letter, dated 
Oct. 21, that was received Monday by 
Secretary of the State Denise Merrill, 
Merrill’s office said.

“Dear Secretary Merrill: It is with 
deep regret that I hereby resign from 
the Office of State Representative of the 

116th General Assembly District effec-
tive immediately. Regards, Michael A. 
DiMassa.”

DiMassa did not return a phone 
message seeking comment Monday. 
DiMassa’s lawyer, John Gulash Jr., 
declined to comment Monday on the 
charges and his client’s resignation 
from the legislature.

DiMassa, who also resigned last 
week as an aide to the West Haven 
City Council, was arrested by FBI 
agents on Oct. 20 and charged with 
wire fraud. Federal authorities said he 

State lawmaker charged with 
misusing COVID-19 funds resigns

created a company that received more 
than $600,000 in federal COVID-19 re-
lief funds for services that were never 
provided. He was later released on a 
$250,000 bond.

The arrest came a week after the 
city’s mayor raised concerns about 
possible fraudulent spending of the 
city’s share of federal pandemic funds, 
and prompted calls from legislative Re-
publicans for greater state oversight of 
the huge sums of federal money being 
provided to municipalities.

DiMassa, 30, formed Compass In-
vestment Group LLC in January with 
another person, who was not named in 
the warrant for DiMassa’s arrest.

Records show the entity was paid 
$636,783 by the city of West Haven, 
from February through September, 
for hundreds of hours of various 
COVID-19-related services, including 
lobbying, consulting and site work for 
clinics, despite never providing any 
services to the city’s public health de-
partment, according to the affidavit.

The legislator wrote checks to him-
self ranging in value from $11,847.50 
to $87,650, and made cash withdraw-
als ranging from $8,000 to $10,000, 
bank records for Compass Investment 
Group show.

The dates of some of the cash with-
drawals coincided with cash “buy-ins” 
of chips at Mohegan Sun Casino by Di-
Massa, according to the affidavit.

(AP) — Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew, the spiritual leader of East-
ern Orthodox Christians, was released 
from a Washington hospital Monday 
morning after an overnight stay early 
in his 12-day visit to the United States.

Bartholomew, 81, was scheduled to 
meet with President Joe Biden later 
Monday at the White House, and also 
to meet with Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken.

The patriarch “is feeling well and 
is ready to continue” his official vis-
it Monday, according to a tweet from 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Bartholomew is the patriarch of 
Constantinople, based in Turkey. He is 
considered first among equals among 
Eastern Orthodox patriarchs, which 
gives him prominence but not the pow-
er of a Catholic pope. He does directly 
oversee Greek Orthodox and some 
other jurisdictions, although large por-
tions of the Eastern Orthodox world 
are self-governing under their own pa-
triarchs.

Bartholomew was brought to George 
Washington University Hospital on 
Sunday night after he felt “unwell” due 
to the long flight on Saturday and the 
busy schedule of events, according to 
the Greek Orthodox archdiocese. The 
hospitalization was recommended by 
his doctor “out of an abundance of pre-
caution,” the archdiocese said.

Making the latest of several trips 

to the country during his 30 years in 
office, Bartholomew is expected to ad-
dress concerns ranging from a pend-
ing restructuring of the American 
Greek Orthodox archdiocese to his 
church’s minority status in his home-
land, Turkey. His schedule Monday in-
cludes a visit to the embassy of Turkey 
in Washington.

Also on Monday, Bartholomew is 
scheduled to give a speech via video-
conference for the Museum of the Bible 
in Washington, according to the latest 
schedule released by the archdiocese. 
An earlier version of his schedule in-
cluded an in-person visit.

In the evening, he is scheduled to 
attend a dinner at Georgetown Uni-
versity hosted by its president, John 
DeGioia, and Cardinal Wilton Grego-
ry, the Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Washington, D.C.

On Thursday, he is scheduled re-
ceive an honorary degree from the 
University of Notre Dame in an event 
highlighting efforts to improve Or-
thodox-Catholic ties, centuries after 
the two churches broke decisively in 
1054 amid disputes over theology and 
papal claims of supremacy. And on 
Nov. 2, he is scheduled to preside at a 
door-opening ceremony at St. Nicho-
las Greek Orthodox Church and Na-
tional Shrine in New York City. The 
shrine replaces a church destroyed 
during the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks on the World Trade Center.

In this Sunday, Aug. 22, 2021 file photo, Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew I, the spiritual leader of the world’s Orthodox Christians, 
leads a Mass at the St. Sofia Cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine. Bartholomew I, 
the spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodox Christians, has been released 
from a Washington hospital after an overnight stay early in his 12-day 
visit to the United States. Bartholomew, who is 81, is scheduled to meet 
with President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the 
White House.    PHOTO BY EFREM LUKATSKY, VIA AP

Trucking company exec to plead guilty in fatal biker crash
WEST SPRINGFIELD, Mass. 

(AP) — The president of a Massachu-
setts trucking company is pleading 
guilty to federal charges related to a 
2019 crash that killed seven motorcy-
cle riders in New Hampshire.

Dartanyan Gasanov, 35, of West 
Springfield, is scheduled to plead 

guilty to falsifying safety records in 
U.S. District Court in Springfield on 
Tuesday, The Springfield Republican 
reports.

Gasanov was president of West-
field Transport and his brother, 
Dunyadar Gasanov, was the now 
disbanded West Springfield com-

pany’s vice president.
The brothers were charged with 

altering and falsifying company re-
cords, including driver logs and other 
safety records leading up to the deadly 
crash. Both initially pleaded not guilty.

On June 21, 2019, a company pickup 
truck towing a flatbed trailer collided 
with the group of 10 motorcycles on 
U.S. 2 in Randolph, New Hampshire.

The driver, Volodymyr Zhu-
kovskyy, faces charges of negligent 
homicide, manslaughter, driving un-
der the influence and reckless con-
duct. The Springfield resident has 
pleaded not guilty.

The Springfield Republican re-
ports Dartanyan Gasanov faces 
up to 16 months in prison and a 
$55,000 fine.
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Protect the elephants

An interview with Richard Hanania
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Recently, while procrastinating 
homework and scrolling through 
Instagram, I came across a picture 
of an elephant, to which my first 
response was, “Oh, cute!” Then I 
read the associated caption, which 
talked about how, due to excessive 
poaching, many African elephants 
are evolving to be born without 
tusks — also known as “naturally 
tuskless.”

This is horrifying to think about 
on multiple levels. Although this 
change in the genetics of elephants 
may seem beneficial to them at 
first glance because it puts them at 
a lower risk of being hunted, there 
is a much deeper issue. This is a 
harmful mutation in their genetics 
that is lethal to male elephants, and 
thus is likely to have long term ef-
fects on the African elephant pop-
ulation.

Normally, both male and female 
African elephants are born with 
tusks made of ivory, and thus val-
ued by poachers. When these ele-
phants are hunted for their ivory, 
they are often unable to pass down 

their genes to future generations, 
making it more likely for tuskless 
elephants to pass down their genes.

This has its own problems, ge-
netically speaking. When female 
elephants are born tuskless, there 
is a variation on one of their two 
X chromosomes 
that gives male 
offspring  a 50/50 
chance to inher-
it this variation. 
Male elephants 
that receive this 
mutated X chro-
mosome are un-
able to survive. 
Although this 
genetic variation 
may be helpful 
for female ele-
phants — a study 
showed that over 
a 28-year period, female tuskless el-
ephants were five times more likely 
to survive than female elephants 
with tusks — it is lethal to the male 
elephant population.

Poaching elephants for their ivo-
ry is horrible and has great conse-
quences for their species and the 
environment around them. Despite 
the 1989 ban on the internation-

al ivory trade, as of 2015, 35,000-
50,000 African elephants were 
reported being poached yearly. As 
of March 2021, it was estimated 
that only 415,000 elephants remain 
on the entire continent of Africa. 
The species is endangered, with 

the most prom-
inent cause be-
ing poaching for 
ivory. This issue 
cannot be taken 
lightly.

On the black 
market, a pound 
of ivory costs 
about $1,500 
per pound, with 
tusks from male 
elephants weigh-
ing about 250 
pounds each. 
Therefore, the 

monetary value of ivory drives 
many of these poachers, regardless 
of the risks and detrimental effects.

Elephant poaching has immense 
effects on the ecosystem and the 
environment as a whole. Elephant 
manure, for example, helps fertil-
ize soil that helps plant crops, and 
elephants play a large part in seed 
dispersal as well. When elephants 

are poached to the degree that they 
have been throughout history, it 
compromises their own population 
as well as the surrounding ecosys-
tem, including the lives of many 
humans.

The importance of elephants in 
the environment and the greater 
ecosystem must be understood and 
widely known. Poaching has gone 
too far, endangering the elephants 
themselves as well as the environ-
ment around them, which includes 
other animals and humans.

In order to ensure that elephants 
are not poached for ivory, other 
measures must be taken. For ex-
ample, synthetic ivory could have 
immense benefits to elephant pop-
ulations and the environment as a 
whole. However, this would require 
immense research and funding to 
ensure the synthetic ivory is simi-
lar enough to real ivory and that its 
prices are affordable enough to dis-
courage people from poaching.

There should be more research, 
time, effort and funding put into 
this issue to protect elephants and 
to cease poaching altogether. The 
consequences of not doing so are 
far too great for elephants and for 
the greater environment. 

Due to excessive 
poaching, many 

African elephants 
are evolving to be 

born without tusks 
— also known 
as “naturally 

tuskless.”

by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
aniia.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

Richard Hanania is a political sci-
entist with interesting ideas. He start-
ed writing about Afghanistan and 
the weaknesses of U.S. foreign policy 
in 2012, and his ideas, regardless of 
whether they are right, have never 
seemed more relevant than they are 
today. Hanania is president of the 
Center for Study of Partisanship and 
Ideology and has blogged about sub-
jects ranging from the last minutes of a 
basketball game to the “awokening” of 
society. My interview with him touch-
es on a lot of his work. My questions 
are edited slightly for clarity.

IJ: What specific topic do you 
like that you’ve covered most?

RH: American foreign policy — I’ve 
contributed a lot to it. I wrote about 
the war in Afghanistan. [President 
Joe] Biden ended the war in Afghani-
stan. I’ve had a lot of op-eds and a lot 
of appearances. The entire war was 
bad, and it could have been a lot worse. 
There’s been more and more skepti-
cism about American foreign policy. 
I’ve been a part of it.

In some ways, I’ve helped to main-
stream the idea that every institution 
is liberal. I’ve got it into public dis-
course that the reason liberals domi-
nate everything is because they care 
more about politics. Unlike elections 

that are close to 50-50, when it comes 
to who cares more, who captures insti-
tutions, the left has a real advantage in 
this country. Civil rights law is the ulti-
mate source of wokeness. It’s an over-
looked point that I wanted to develop 
further. There are policy solutions to 
this issue. It’s a cultural thing, not just 
a legal thing now. It was a path from 
legal developments to the culture and 
undoing the legal aspects may change 
culture again.

IJ: You’ve argued that Trump 
does better by not apologizing. Is 
that strategy broadly able to work, 
or is it a fluke? What should pol-
iticians learn from this? Can, or 
should, media try to hold people 
accountable? 

RH: Many people think the way 
it works is that you say something 
and there’s outrage. Apologizing is 
admitting something is wrong. This 
thing being said is not really that bad. 
Most things people are canceled for 
shouldn’t be seen as that bad. The issue 
is that being unapologetic meshes with 
Trump’s entire persona. You can’t take 
the non-apologizing thing about the 
persona. Trump wants to bang the ta-
ble and signal that you’re with one tribe 
and not the other. The left demands an 
apology, yet solidifying the base won 
the election for him. People don’t care 
about norms and being unoffensive as 
much as the media and other elites do.

Let me explain further. People are 

unsure of what to be outraged about. 
Most people don’t have a list of things 
they should or shouldn’t be offended 
by. Take dating or friendships, there 
are often double standards people ap-
ply because these things are instinc-
tual. When you apologize you send a 
signal that you are a compassionate 
person. However, it can also come from 
a place of weakness.

The media has a lot of problems. It’s 
clearly biased, it has a general affilia-
tion with the left. Things they want to 
hold people accountable for are often 
very stupid. Things that people consid-
er racist and sexist are very broad. In 
general, you want the media to tell us 
when people are lying. The media does 
a good job holding the left accountable 
for outrageous stuff. But most stuff 
they let slide. Right-wing media doesn’t 
work either. Republicans don’t hold 
themselves accountable either.

IJ: Freedom House: You argue 
that a bunch of NGOs are run by 
American officials and the U.S. 
government. What’s the alterna-
tive? Why isn’t there more scrutiny 
about Sweden, Norway, etc.? Does 
this create fake legitimacy for the 
government? Tell me how alterna-
tive institutions may be built.

RH: What’s the need for an alter-
native? We can read the newspaper 
and learn about the systems. To give 
everyone a point and have 32s or a 17s 
or a 46s ... There’s not really a good rea-

son to do that. It’s just a justification for 
American foreign policy. I don’t think 
what Freedom House is doing is good. 
There can be groups that focus on 
human rights, but, going around the 
world and ranking people is a waste of 
time.

Neocons [neoconservatives] are 
pretty liberal on these things. They can 
get perfect scores, but Nordic countries 
are most democratic because liberals 
like them the most. Meanwhile, the 
U.S. and disinformation on the Inter-
net makes it not a real democracy. No 
matter how you slice the data, it is go-
ing to be biased.

People are skeptical when they want 
to be skeptical. Then they say there’s a 
new threat over China, and people buy 
it. The military establishment still has a 
lot of credibility but has lost much of it 
over time. People don’t take the gener-
als as seriously, but they still have some 
[credibility] left.

If you don’t like current institutions 
like [the] media or academia, there 
are policy suggestions that can push 
the needle in a better direction. For 
instance, anti-discrimination laws go 
over the top, and infringe on what can 
be said and association. School choice, 
if you can transfer money away from 
education system into parents’ hands 
— that would be a great thing. Legis-
lators do this at the state level, but a lot 
more can be done here.

I think there’s room for some bet-

ter media sources, things that are not 
necessarily partisan. Krystal [and] 
Saagar’s Breaking Point is a good ex-
ample. There is space for that. People 
need to be entrepreneurial. In my short 
career as a public intellectual, I try to 
give people something different. I’m not 
pandering to an ideology; a lot of people 
want smart ideological people to agree 
with them. My niche is to think more 
about possibilities.

IJ: Following up on that, you re-
cently wrote an article for the New 
York Times in which you argued 
that we rely on “experts” far too 
much. What can be done about it? 
Are future markets really able to 
solve the problem?

RH: Future markets are better than 
the alternative. When there’s an incen-
tive to get things right, people are more 
likely to get things right. The alterna-
tive is no incentives at all. People don’t 
remember a month later if it happened 
or not. Expertise based on referencing 
itself, the idea that expertise is based on 
a community of fellow experts. This is 
circular. When you’re in, you’re taken 
seriously. We need something better in 
the hard sciences. Better metrics. Did 
you make a profit, did you invent some-
thing, can you really do something? 
Reading some random pundit on Twit-
ter has no accountability mechanism to 
find some way to fix that. Why would 
we expect things to get better other-
wise? 

by Isadore Johnson
CONTRIBUTOR
isadore.johnson@uconn.edu
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This Week In History: Halloween special 

In the 1950s, candy companies in America such as Hershey’s and Reese’s capitalized on Halloween, advertising their products as the perfect sweets to give out. Since the 1970s, when 
candy became the most popular thing to hand out on Halloween, Hershey’s and Reese’s, along with other brands like Crunch, have prospered.   
ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

Every October, Americans expect 
to see dozens of costumes parad-
ing the streets, hundreds of carved 
pumpkins decorating every subur-
ban front porch and thousands of 
pieces of candy handed out to trick-
or-treaters of all ages. Suffi  ce it to 
say, Halloween is a pretty big deal. 

While jack-o-lanterns, witches 
and candy corn may seem like sec-
ond nature to some, if you stop and 
think about it, Halloween is a pretty 
weird holiday. After all, why is it a 
tradition to dress in ridiculous cos-
tumes and visit complete strangers’ 
houses to ask for free candy? Why 
do we insist on taking a vegetable 
from the ground and cutting a face 
into it instead of just eating it like  
the other foods we grow? Where 
did these delusional traditions come 
from? 

In a special edition of This Week 
In History, we will take a look at the 
real story behind Halloween and 
uncover the secrets behind the most 
puzzling practices of the spooky sea-
son. So let’s dive in! 

On October 31, 2000 B.C. — 4,021 
years ago — the ancient Celtic peo-
ple of the British Isles and north-
western Europe celebrated the feast 
of Samhain (pronounced sow-in). 

Before we go any further, it should 
be noted that very few records ex-
ist from the ancient Celtic world, 
so the exact date of the celebration 
is not known. That being said, the 
Celtic word “Samhain,” translates to 
“Summer’s End,” meaning the orig-

inal feast was a harvest celebration 
meant to mark the end of the grow-
ing season and the start of the 
new year. 

Instead of Jan. 1, the Celts 
celebrated on New Year’s 
in the fall. And per Celtic 
tradition, the new year 
marked the one time 
of the year where the 
dead could return to 
Earth and walk among 
the living. While this is 
a similar custom to that 
observed in Latin Amer-
ica on Día de Muertos 
(Day of the Dead), Samhain 
was by no means an endear-
ing holiday to welcome 
back deceased relatives. 
Instead, it was something 
to be feared. Ancient Celts 
would stay inside for as 
long as possible, leaving 
food and drinks outside on 
the doorstep to keep the ghosts and 
spirits at bay. If it was absolutely 
necessary to leave one’s house, they 
would put an ugly mask on, so the 
supernatural would think they were 
one of them. 

On October 31, 600 A.D. — 1,421 
years ago — the Roman Catholic 
Church rebranded Samhain as “All 
Hallow’s Eve.” 

To say that Christianity spread 
quickly throughout the ancient 
world would be an understatement, 
because it was practically a religious 
wildfi re. Missionaries like St. Pat-
rick brought Christian teachings 
from the Holy Land and Rome to the 
far reaches of the Emerald Isle, and 
while the ancient Celts and Romans 

were quick to abandon their gods, 
they did not want to abandon their 
festivals and celebrations. 

To accommodate this and bring 
more people into the early Roman 
Catholic Church, generations of 
popes placed religious holidays on 
top of pre-existing pagan holidays 
like Samhain. Fun fact: Many his-
torians believe that Jesus was born 
in April, yet Christmas is celebrated 
in December because many ancient 
cultures already had major holidays 
around the start of winter, so the 
pope told them to keep celebrating, 
but to do so in the name of Jesus. 

The Roman Catholic Church cre-
ated the three-day festival of All-
hallowtide (hallow meaning holy), 
beginning with All Hallow’s Eve on 

Oct. 31, All Saints’ Day on Nov. 1 and 
All Souls’ Day on Nov. 2. Essentially 

the Church fi gured that if so many 
people of the ancient world 

wanted to celebrate dead 
people, they might as well 

celebrate dead saints, and 
thus the tradition was 
enshrined into religious 
law. 

Let’s fast forward a 
couple of centuries and 
move across the pond 

from Western Europe to 
North America in the co-

lonial period.  
While many Americans, 

particularly New Englanders, 
associate Halloween with 
the witches and ghosts 
of the original 13 colonies 
(thank you “Hocus Po-
cus”), the Puritans who 
established the New En-
gland colonies actually 

despised the holiday. The Puritans, 
as their name suggests, sought to 
“purify” Christianity and rid their 
church of frivolous festivals and en-
tertainment. Such was the same in 
England ever since King Henry VIII 
(you know, the one with six wives) 
broke away from the Roman Cath-
olic Church during the Protestant 
Reformation. 

Halloween was falling out of fa-
vor in the early United States, until 
Irish and Scottish immigrants came 
pouring into the country in the 19th 
century. That’s right, the same im-
migrants who brought St. Patrick’s 
Day across the Atlantic also invigo-
rated America’s love for Halloween.  

Descendants of the ancient Celts, 

the Irish and Scottish brought the 
tradition of playing tricks on others 
and carving ugly faces into turnips. 
Of course, pumpkins were far more 
plentiful in the Northeast where the 
Irish primarily settled, so the turnip 
was traded for the pumpkin.  

Halloween in the 1800s and early 
1900s was nothing like we know it 
today, however. Halloween was ac-
tually a feared holiday by the middle 
and upper classes since street gangs, 
typically children, would wear 
masks and vandalize property. By 
the 1920s and ‘30s, some homeown-
ers began leaving out cookies, cakes 
and other treats as a bribe to save 
their house from tricksters. By the 
end of the 1930s, parents nationwide 
encouraged treat-giving on Hallow-
een to end the tradition of vandal-
ism. The phrase “trick-or-treat” was 
offi  cially coined in 1934. 

In the 1950s, candy companies 
like Hershey’s and Reese’s capital-
ized on Halloween, marketing their 
products as the perfect treat for 
young passersby, culminating in the 
1970s when candy became the only 
thing trick-or-treaters looked for. 
Of course, the occasional pencil or 
toothbrush still seems to slip in. 

And thus, an American holi-
day was born. Last year, Ameri-
cans spent more than $8 billion  on 
Halloween costumes, decorations, 
greeting cards and candy; experts 
predict Americans will spend more 
than $10 billion  in 2021. Halloween 
is now the second-largest commer-
cial holiday after Christmas. 

Wow, that was a lot! I will end by 
wishing a Happy Halloween to all, 
and to all a good week! 

Halloween originates from the feast of Samhain, 
celebrated by the ancient Celtic people of the 
British Isles and northwestern Europe. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLIKR
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Box Office Breakdown: ‘Dune’ 
spices up the charts 

“Dune” is successful after its dual release in theatres and HBO Max this fall. The film is projected to be up for award considerations this year.  PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
STAFF WRITER 
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

After “Halloween Kills” 
chopped up the box office last 
week, Denis Villeneuve’s new 
sci-fi picture “Dune” spiced up 
the silver screen. It placed first, 
grossing $40.1 million in its open-
ing weekend and lining with my 
prediction last week. Still, this 
can seem like a disappointing to-
tal based on the $165 million bud-
get of the film. “Dune” probably 
needs to gross over $500 million 
worldwide to be near profitabil-
ity. With a $40 million opening 
domestically, that total seems 
quite unlikely, unless the film has 
incredible legs. 

That being said, we must take 
the box office revenue of “Dune” 
with a grain of salt in determin-

ing its success. As a dual-release 
in theaters and on the HBO Max 
streaming service, Warner Bros. 
is also keeping a close eye on its 
streaming numbers when consid-
ering giving a sequel the green-
light. “Dune” is not necessarily 
your typical big-budget picture, 
as it’s more of a drama than an 
action flick. The film most defi-
nitely will be up for award con-
siderations this year, which will 
bring some prestige to Warner 
as a studio. Thus although it’s an 
important factor, the hopes for a 
sequel are not necessarily all tied 
up in the box office. 

In second place is last week’s 
No. 1, the slasher film “Halloween 
Kills.” It grossed right around 
$14.5 million, a 70.7% drop from 
last weekend’s total. This was 
expected for a film of its genre, 
as horror films generally expe-

rience large second week drops. 
Still, 70% is quite steep, certain-
ly tempering my expectations 
for the film’s total. Nonetheless, 
with a $20 million budget and the 
film rolling out internationally, 
“Halloween Kills’” large open-
ing weekend will provide it more 
than enough momentum to prof-
it. For a deeper breakdown into 
this film’s financial prospects, 
please see last week’s column. 

Coming in third place with a 
gross just north of $11.8 million 
is the final Daniel Craig Bond 
film, “No Time to Die.” This adds 
to its domestic total, which has 
now reached $120 million here in 
North America. Bond truly is an 
internationally driven box-office 
franchise, and “No Time to Die” 
is no exception to that, with over 
$400 million of its $525 million 
worldwide total. The good news 

for the film is that it is the 5th 
highest grossing film of the year 
worldwide. The bad news is that 
with a $250 million budget, the 
film’s chances at profit are essen-
tially naught. Still, profit is tough 
to come by for big-budget pic-
tures in this time, and a $500 mil-
lion worldwide gross is certainly 
an accomplishment, especially 
when it comes along with critical 
acclaim. 

In fourth and fifth place this 
fall weekend are “Venom: Let 
There Be Carnage,” and the ani-
mated film “Ron’s Gone Wrong,” 
with $9.1 million and $7.3 million 
grosses, respectively. This moves 
“Venom” just barely shy of “Black 
Widow” on the 2021 domestic 
box office charts, at $181 million, 
compared to the Marvel Studios 
film’s $183 million. The “Ron’s 
Gone Wrong” opening was in 

line with my expectations, but 
certainly below what the studio 
likely hoped for. The film has not 
reported its budget, but animated 
films tend to run on the expen-
sive side. It is unlikely that “Ron’s 
Gone Wrong” will make its way 
out of the red. 

Next week marks the release of 
two new pictures: Edgar Wright’s 
horror film “Last Night in Soho” 
and Scott Cooper’s horror film 
“Antlers.” Wright’s is the film 
more destined for box office suc-
cess, due to its wider marketing 
and distribution strategy. I ex-
pect a gross of around $10 million 
for “Soho” and around $7 million 
for “Antlers.” 

“Dune” likely will remain on 
top of the charts next weekend. 
However its prospects for a se-
quel remain an unknown, just 
like the box office next week. 

The slasher film “Halloween Kills” made second place on this week’s box office charts. “Venom: Let There Be Carnage” follows at fourth place this week, proving successful this fall 
as well.   PHOTOS COURTESY OF IMDB
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Upcoming Events
• 10/26: PUMPKIN CARVING AT THE STUDENT UNION TERRACE AT 11 A.M.

• 10/27: MINI GRAD SCHOOL FAIR #2 HOSTED BY THE CENTER FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT VIRTUALLY 

10 A.M. TO 12 P.M. CONTACT BETH.SETTJE@UCONN.EDU FOR MORE INFORMATION

• 10/27: FALL FESTIVAL AT STUDENT UNION ROOM 104 FROM 2-4P.M.

• 10/27: SHAW HOSTS PET THERAPY AGAIN AT WILSON 126 AT 4:30 P.M. 

• 10/27: WOMEN’S CENTER HOSTS “BETWEEN WOMEN” DISCUSSION GROUP AT SU 421 FROM 7-9 P.M. 

• 10/28: UCONN REC CENTER HOSTS COSTUME CLIMB FROM 4-8 P.M.

• 10/28: COULDN’T GO TO PUMPKIN CARVING AT THE STUDENT UNION ON TUESDAY? PUMPKIN CARV-

ING AGAIN TODAY ON THE SU TERRACE FROM 11 A.M. TO 1 P.M.

• 10/29: “HUSKY HALLOWEEN” ACTIVITIES AT THE STUDENT UNION FROM 7-10 P.M.
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Photo of the Day | Strollin’ in the rain

Crossword

Students walk by Mirror Lake on a rainy Monday. Umbrellas and rain jackets foretell a rainy week ahead.   PHOTO BY SAM NIEMI, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Sudoku

Solution to Monday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

10/26/21

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 26, 2021

ACROSS
1 Conservatives’ 

foes, briefly
5 Word with run or 

drive
9 More than nudge

14 Inactive
15 Muppet who 

doesn’t use the 
pronoun “I”

16 One faking it
17 Frame of mind
18 Landed
19 Student’s 

measuring stick
20 *Island known for 

its bars?
22 Windshield 

shades
23 Homer’s 

neighbor
24 Thrill
26 Part of a play
29 __ de plume
31 Polar masses
35 *Tom Sawyer’s 

creator
38 In a wistful way
39 Soft French 

cheese
40 Dunks, Blazers 

and Jordans
42 Corned beef 

specification
43 Happening
45 *Highest peak in 

the Alps
47 Bureaucratic 

sticking points
49 Sign of a sellout
50 __ Vegas
51 Slides 

uncontrollably
53 Not online, for 

short
55 Best of the hits
58 What the 

answers to 
starred clues are, 
in different ways

63 Opera solos
64 Steep rugged cliff
65 Indianapolis 

NFLer
66 Linguistic group 

that includes 
Zulu

67 Bee home
68 Green smoothie 

green, perhaps
69 Somnology study
70 Mellowed in a 

cask
71 Winter fall

DOWN
1 Peruvian capital
2 Adored singer, 

say
3 Voting unit
4 Family car
5 Remove, as the 

wall in Reagan’s 
demand to 
Gorbachev

6 Jazzy Fitzgerald
7 Tyra Banks 

portmanteau for 
happy peepers

8 Little one
9 Little ones

10 Obsolescent 
doctor visit

11 Viking trading 
post now a world 
capital

12 Zig or zag
13 Boots the ball
21 Camper’s 

quarters
22 Little sucker?
25 Bedding
26 “Waves of grain” 

color
27 Slice the turkey
28 True partner
30 Badly injured
32 “It’s __!”: “Sold!”
33 Opening  

strategy

34 Lip-__: mouths 
the words

36 Campus setting 
for Neil Young’s 
“Ohio”

37 When repeated, 
classic New 
Orleans refrain

41 Like guitars and 
sitars

44 Starts to learn, as 
a hobby

46 Delivered

48 ATM user’s need
52 Parsley piece
54 Doesn’t have
55 Bar bills
56 Spoken
57 Tree with cones
59 House overhang
60 Gripe
61 Cockney greeting
62 Ragout or 

goulash
64 Half a Latin 

dance

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

 By Daniel Sweren-Becker and Daniel Nussbaum 10/26/21
Monday’s Puzzle Solved

10/26/21

COMIC BY STEVEN COLEMAN, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Timme, Juzang, Cockburn headline AP preseason All-Americans
(AP) — Drew Timme could have 

left for the NBA after leading Gon-
zaga into last season’s national title 
game. He likely would have been 
drafted and gone on to have a solid 
career.

But Timme wanted more. Cer-
tainly, a chance to finish off a cham-
pionship run, but also to work one 
more season with coach Mark Few.

There was an added benefit, too: 
Timme was the lone unanimous 
selection by a 63-person media 
panel on The Associated Press 
preseason All-America team re-
leased Monday. He was joined by 
Illinois big man Kofi Cockburn, 
UCLA guard Johnny Juzang, Vil-
lanova point guard Collin Gillespie 
and Indiana forward Trayce Jack-
son-Davis.

“I love it here. It’s a great place. 
It’s where I want to be,” Timme 
said. “When I do something, I feel 
like I have to be the best version of 

myself and I felt like there are some 
things I needed to work on in order 
to accomplish that. Coach pushes 
me every day, we had some talks 
and I felt like it was the best move 
to me, the most logical move, espe-
cially with talking with coach and 
my family.”

Timme transformed from a 
freshman backup to one of the 
nation’s best big men last season, 
earning second-team All-America 
honors. He was a key cog in Gon-
zaga’s return to the NCAA title 
game, averaging 19 points and 7.0 
rebounds while creating matchup 
problems for nearly every team the 
Zags faced.

The 6-foot-10 forward can shoot 
from the perimeter, post up smaller 
players, is an adept passer and has 
excellent footwork, attributes that 
had him projected to go late in the 
first round or early in the second of 
the NBA draft.

Timme’s return was a key to Gon-
zaga being voted No. 1 in the presea-
son AP Top 25 despite losing sever-
al key players.

“I think what will be new, unique, 
is how fast we’ll be able to learn and 
put together such a new group,” 
Timme said. “I don’t think there’s 
been a group that’s come through 
GU that’s been so young and lost so 
much.”

Cockburn faced a similar deci-
sion before opting to return to the 
Illini after weighing the NBA for 
a second straight year. The 7-foot 
center averaged 17.7 points and 9.5 
rebounds per game as a sophomore 
last season to earn a second-team 
spot on the AP All-America team.

He was projected to be taken in 
the late first round or early second 
round of the NBA draft, but re-
turned to cement his legacy at Illi-
nois.

“I feel like if I could weigh the 

value of leaving after my fresh-
man year and playing in the NBA,” 
Cockburn said. “Now, I feel like 
this is definitely more valuable, just 
having a legacy and having a home 
and somewhere you’re going to be 
remembered forever.”

Juzang’s stock rose after UCLA’s 
improbable run to the Final Four 
last season.

The 6-foot-6 guard was one of the 
breakout stars in March Madness, 
shooting 51% while averaging 22.8 
points. His 137 points were the sec-
ond-highest NCAA tournament to-
tal in UCLA history.

“I’m just trying to get better 
across the board,” he said. “Keep 
growing as a leader and really all 
aspects of the game.”

Gillispie was honored on senior 
night at Villanova and seemed to be 
on his way to a professional career 
before suffering a season-ending 
knee injury late in the season. He 

was cleared for workouts in August 
and is raring to go after missing out 
on the NCAA Tournament.

“He’s almost like a freshman, 
itching to come back,” Villanova 
coach Jay Wright said.

Jackson-Davis has been Indiana’s 
best player the past two seasons, 
leading the Hoosiers in scoring, re-
bounding and blocked shots. After 
considering a jump to the NBA, the 
6-9 junior opted to stay to round 
out his game and, hopefully, lead 
the Hoosiers to the NCAA Tourna-
ment for the first time since 2016.

“My freshman year I didn’t have 
a say in anything,” Jackson-Davis 
said. “I just kind of just held my 
tongue. I felt like last year I did it 
better, not to the best of my abili-
ties, but I spoke up a lot more in the 
locker room. This year I think I’m 
taking the full pledge to try to lead 
guys on our team, especially the 
younger guys.”

2020 and 2021 file photos showing, from left; Illinois’ Kofi Cockburn, Villanova’s Collin Gillespie, Indiana’s Trayce Jackson-Davis, UCLA’s Johnny Juzang and Gonzaga’s Drew Timme. 
Drew Timme of Gonzaga is the lone unanimous selection on The Associated Press preseason All-America NCAA college basketball team, announced Monday, Oct. 25, 2021. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF AP

AP Top 25 Reality Check: Welcome, back ‘Clones; Who’s next?
(AP) — For the first time this 

regular season, there were no 
teams making their season debut 
in The Associated college football 
poll.

Iowa State and BYU rejoined 
the AP Top 25 presented by Re-
gions Bank, but the number of 
teams that have been ranked for 
at least one week this season re-
mains at 44.

Iowa State is back after four 
weeks out. The Cyclones were 
preseason No. 7, but two Septem-
ber losses sent them tumbling.

There are currently 13 unranked 
teams that started the season 
ranked.

Most notably, Clemson, which 
was No. 3 in the preseason poll 
and is now sitting at 4-3. It is look-
ing more and more as if the Tigers 
will have a hard time salvaging 
this season as injuries mount and 
the offense remains a mess.

The schedule sets up so Clem-
son could go on a run against a 
remaining schedule with three 
losing teams, plus Louisville and 
No. 13 Wake Forest.

Who else?
North Carolina (preseason No. 

10), Wisconsin (preseason No. 12), 
Florida (preseason No. 13), Tex-
as (preseason 21) and Utah (pre-
season 24) are all 4-3 with what 
seems like reasonable chances of 
working their way back into the 
rankings. Or further flaming out. 
Could go either way.

Safe to say Miami (preseason 
14), Southern California (presea-
son 15), LSU (preseason 16), Wash-
ington (preseason 20), all with 
four losses, are not getting back 
in. At 2-5, Indiana (preseason 17) 
is going to have a tough time just 
getting bowl eligible.

Among the unlucky 13, Louisi-
ana-Lafayette (preseason 23, 6-1) 
and Arizona State (preseason 25, 
5-2) look like the best bets to get 
back to where they started.

Reality Check might even ar-
gue the Ragin’ Cajuns should be 
ranked now.

No. 1 Georgia (7-0)
Next: vs. Florida, Saturday.
Reality check: The crazy good 

defensive stats the Bulldogs have 
been putting up will presumably 

inflate in the next few weeks by 
some competent offenses (Flor-
ida, Missouri, Tennessee). Just 
how how much? We’ll see.

Ranked: Just right.
No. 2 Cincinnati (7-0)
Next: at Tulane, Saturday.
Reality check: Close games 

should not count as losses for the 
Bearcats.

Ranked: Still, fine but holding 
off the teams behind them will 
be hard through no fault of their 
own.

No. 3 Alabama (7-1)
Next: vs. LSU, Saturday.
Reality check: Alabama was a 

little sloppy against the Vols. But 
as Texas A&M gets it together, Al-
abama’s lone loss doesn’t look bad 
at all. Be careful calling Alabama 
vulnerable against any opponent 
but Georgia.

Ranked: Just right.
No. 4 Oklahoma (8-0)
Next: vs. Texas Tech, Satur-

day.
Reality check: Sooners have 

been getting hammered by skep-
tics for some close victories, but 
this is the first time Oklahoma 
has been 8-0 since 2004. Just win, 
baby!

Ranked: About right.
No. 5 Ohio State (6-1)
Next: vs. No. 20 Penn State, 

Saturday.
Reality check: Buckeyes’ of-

fense has been silly good lately (16 
touchdowns and two field goals 
on the last 18 first-half drives, not 
including ones in which the clock 
ran out). It is fair to tap the brakes 
just a bit considering the surge 
has come against Rutgers, Mary-
land and Indiana.

Ranked: Still, too high but it’s 
getting harder to make that case.

No. 6 Michigan (7-0)
Next: at No. 8 Michigan State, 

Saturday.
Reality check: Among ranked 

teams, only Coastal Carolina (163) 
has attempted fewer passes than 
Michigan’s 166. Georgia, by the 
way, has thrown 167.

Ranked: Little high.
No. 7 Oregon (6-1)
Next: vs. Colorado, Saturday.
Reality check: Becoming dif-

ficult to stand by the Ducks, but 

having Oregon behind the Buck-
eyes still seems unfair.

Ranked: Too low.
No. 8 Michigan State (7-0)
Next: vs. No. 6 Michigan, Sat-

urday.
Reality check: Spartans DE 

Jacub Panasiuk gets overshad-
owed by Michigan’s Aidan 
Hutchinson, but has played like 
an All-American, too.

Ranked: Just right.
No. 9 Iowa (6-1)
Next: at Wisconsin, Satur-

day.
Reality check: Don’t let Iowa’s 

offensive struggles distract you 
from center Tyler Linderbaum’s 
dominance up front.

Ranked: Little high.

No. 10 Mississippi (6-1)
Next: at No. 18 Auburn, Sat-

urday.
Reality check: Only four quar-

terbacks have more rushing at-
tempts than Matt Corral’s 100. 
Yes, 30 came in one game against 
Tennessee, but he has been in 
double-digits all but once.

Ranked: Little low.
No. 11 Notre Dame (6-1)
Next: vs. North Carolina, 

Saturday.
Reality check: The gaudy stats 

haven’t been there for RB Kyren 
Williams (4.20 yards per carry), 
but there is no doubt he is the 
Irish’s most valuable offensive 
player.

Ranked: Little high.
No. 12 Kentucky (6-1)
Next: at Mississippi State, 

Saturday.
Reality check: Wildcats begin 

pursuit of a New Year’s Six bowl 
against remaining opponents that 
are a combined 18-23.

Ranked: Little low.
No. 13 Wake Forest (7-0)
Next: vs. Duke, Saturday.
Reality check: Hartman for 

Heisman? It’s catchy and QB Sam 
Hartman’s numbers (9.7 yards per 
attempt and a 173.63 efficiency rat-
ing) match up well with the other 
contenders.

Ranked: Too low.
No. 14 Texas A&M (6-2)
Next: vs. No. 18 Auburn, Nov. 

6.
Reality check: The round-robin 

between the Aggies, Ole Miss and 
Auburn over the next three weeks 
should be a lot of fun. Can A&M 
rely on that run-heavy offensive 
approach against the Rebels and 
Tigers?

Ranked: Just right.
No. 15 Oklahoma State (6-1)
Next: vs. Kansas, Saturday.
Reality check: Cowboys have 

most of the toughest part of the 
Big 12 behind them. Except for 
Bedlam against Oklahoma. That 
rarely goes well, but if they can 
get there without another loss the 
conference title game could be a 
possibility no matter how it goes.

Ranked: Just right.
No. 16 Baylor (6-1)
Next: vs. Texas, Saturday.
Reality check: Home games 

with Texas and Oklahoma over 
the next three weeks will deter-
mine just how high the ceiling is 
for the surprising Bears.

Ranked: About right.
No. 17 Pittsburgh (6-1)
Next: vs, Miami, Saturday.
Reality check: Panthers are the 

only team that ranks in the top 
five of the ACC in both offense 
(third at 6.64 yards per play) and 
defense (fourth at 4.98). They’re 
no fluke.

Ranked: About right.
No. 18 Auburn (5-2)
Next: vs. No. 10 Ole Miss, 

Saturday.
Reality check: QB Bo Nix has 

taken a step forward this season, 
but hasn’t gotten much help from 
a receiver group that lacks a true 
No. 1.

Ranked: Too high.

No. 19 SMU (7-0)
Next: vs. Houston, Saturday.
Reality check: WR Reggie Rob-

erson Jr. is having a strong come-
back season from a knee injury, 
with 30 catches for 406 yard and 
five touchdowns.

Ranked: Little high.
No. 20 Penn State (5-2)
Next: at No. 5 Ohio State, Sat-

urday.
Reality check: Running the ball 

and stopping the run have been 
an issue all season and they final-
ly conspired to derail a promising 
season.

Ranked: Should probably still 
be ahead of Auburn. At least for 
another week.

No. 21 San Diego State (7-0)
Next: vs. Fresno State, Satur-

day.
Reality check: Punting is win-

ning: Matt Araiza, a midseason 
All-American, has an 80-plus 
yard punt in each of the last two 
games.

Ranked: Little high.
No. 22 Iowa State (5-2)
Next: at West Virginia, Sat-

urday.
Reality check: DE Will McDon-

ald IV is the Cyclones’ Kayvon 
Thibodeaux with 7 1/2 sacks that 
always seem to come in big spots.

Ranked: Little low.
No. 23 UTSA (8-0)
Next: at UTEP, Nov. 6.
Reality check: Roadrunners are 

picking up steam, beating their 
last two opponents by a combined 
90-16.

Ranked: About right.
No. 24 Coastal Carolina (6-1)
Next: vs. Troy, Thursday.
Reality check: The offense is 

still a lot of fun, and probably 
good enough to roll through the 
rest of the regular season without 
a loss.

Ranked: Maybe the wrong Sun 
Belt team is ranked. Hello, Louisi-
ana-Lafayette.

No. 25 BYU (6-2)
Next: vs. Virginia, Saturday.
Reality check: Cougars’ bend-

but-don’t-break defense will be 
tested next week by the potent 
Cavaliers and QB Brennan Arm-
strong.

Ranked: Tad low.

For the first 
time this regular 

season, there were 
no teams making 
their season debut 
in The Associated 

Press college 
football poll.
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Photo of the Day | Reaching for victory

The UConn Huskies defeat the DePaul Blue Demons Women’s Volleyball team 3-0 on Sunday afternoon at Gampel Pavilion. The Huskies had a sweeping win in the first two sets of the 
game before struggling to gain a 28-26 victory in the third set. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Well, this is Korea’s Worlds
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

Those were not the most surpris-
ing quarterfinals to ever happen.  

From Friday to Monday, the first 
round of playoffs for the League 
of Legends World Championship 
took place. Eight teams — four Ko-
rean teams, two Chinese, one North 
American and one European, bat-
tled for a chance to keep their hopes 
of winning the tournament alive.  

The first matchup was between 
the Korean powerhouse T1 and 
the rather less powerhouse (at 
least from a public perspective), 
Hanwha Life Esports. T1 proved 
its dominance over Chovy and his 
team once again, dispatching them 
in three brutally quick games that 
ended with T1’s Faker obtaining a 
7-3-21 scoreline. 

It was his teammate Gumayusi 
who had the best performance — 
he ended the series with a kda of 13-
0-17. He didn’t die in a single game. 
Toplaner Canna died once. So did 
support Keria. Their jungler, Oner, 
died three times in Game 1, but not 
a single time in Games 2 or 3. This 
series wasn’t just a win by T1; it was 
probably the most dominant quar-
terfinal in recent history. In three 
games, HLE took eight kills, four 
turrets and two dragons.  

The Korean dominance was put 
on hold briefly on Saturday for the 
battle of the Chinese teams, the 
only series this weekend that was 
not a 3-0 win. EdWard Gaming and 
Royal Never Give Up faced off in a 
best-of-five that saw, for the first 
time, EDG advance from the quar-
terfinals.  

After a loss in game one, EDG 
bounced back in game two, domi-
nating Cryin’s Annie on the back of 
top Flandre’s Graves and a good Ez-
real performance from Viper. Their 
superior team fighting also helped 
them take Game 3. JieJie brought 
out another great Olaf game, mak-
ing up for some of his engage strug-
gles in game one and although 
they again lost first blood, they still 
claimed the eventual victory. 

RNG had an early lead, but a 
failed attempt to defend top lane 
and big damage from Flandre, 
again on Graves, in the midgame 
swung the pendulum back. The 
real turning point was 30 minutes 
in, where the close game was bro-
ken by a baron steal from Jiejie and 
a teamfight win from Viper’s fed 
Aphelios. After a failed first attack 
on RNG’s base by EDG, a subse-
quent team fight in the mid-lane 
gave more kills to RNG who again 
started the baron. 

And again, Jiejie hopped the wall 
on Olaf and took the baron for his 
team. Game four was not nearly 
as close, with RNG claiming victo-
ry after a stellar 4-1-12 Annie game 
from Cryin, which made up for his 
earlier struggles on the champion. 

Wei also performed better, mak-
ing up for losing two baron that 
could’ve won them Game 3. 

It all came down to the fifth game. 
EDG drew first blood, though it 
eventually was a failed one-for-two, 
but Game 5 was not close. EDG won 
by 14 kills, 7 turrets and almost 14 
thousand gold. Wei struggled once 
again, going just 2-7-2 on Lee Sin, 
while EDG’s Viper was 7-1-7 on his 
Ezreal and Flandre was again al-
lowed to run wild on his Graves.  

On Sunday, DWG faced off 
against MAD Lions in what was ... 
not a close series. It was closer than 
the T1 series, given that MAD got 
far more than eight kills, but the 
only real blowout was Game 1, in 
which DWG won with a 10k and 13-
kill lead. Botlaner Ghost was very 
good on Miss Fortune while Kaiser 
and Carzzy, the bot lane for MAD, 
struggled.  

Game 2 was a little closer — MAD 
lost by less than four thousand 
gold, and even had the dragon soul 
and a baron. But they were still not 
able to beat the superior team-fight-
ing and coordination of the defend-
ing world champions who, on the 
back of Ghost again, coasted to a 
2-0 lead that was far from surpris-
ing for fans. The real question was 
whether DWG would keep their 
unbeaten streak through the end of 
this series. 

And they certainly did. Game 3 
wasn’t as close as Game 2, though 
it also was not Game 1. DWG got 32 
kills in a game that lasted just un-
der forty minutes and saw BeryL 
claim a frightening 10 kills and 11 
assists with three deaths on Pyke. 
It was the kind of dominance that 
fans have come to expect from the 
team that is certainly the favorite to 
win it all in a few weeks, and which 
still has not lost a game at this world 
championship. 

The final matchup, Gen.G vs. 
Cloud9, was not expected to be as 
dramatically one-sided as the DWG 
vs. MAD matchup. After all, Gen.G 
struggled through the groups to 
some extent and only just squeaked 
by in first, while Cloud9 had shown 
some resilience by almost beating 
DWG on the last day of groups — 
even if their win record was not ex-
ceptional.  

In the end, it wasn’t as dramatic a 
difference as the DWG vs. MAD Se-
ries, but it was close. Gen.G showed 
that it is better than their Week 2 
performance, as it claimed three 
pretty easy wins over Cloud9. Jun-
gler Clid was a big part of the victo-
ries, as well as botlaner Ruler. They 
punished Perkz early and often as 
the midlaner continued to show 
some uncharacteristic mistakes 
that could also be seen in some of 
the group stage matches. 

That’s not to say it was just Perkz 
at fault — no one on Cloud9 had a 
good day and it was pretty clear 
from the performance that Gen.G 
on Monday was just better. But see-

ing one of Europe’s best mid-lan-
ers, previously a finalist at Worlds, 
struggle as hard as it felt like Perkz 
did en route to having 14 deaths in 
three games, should be concerning 
for Cloud9 fans heading into next 
spring.  

Now we’re left with the semifi-

nals — three Korean teams, one 
Chinese. Perhaps the most fright-
ening thing, besides the fact that 
this marks a very clear return to 
Korean dominance in League, the 
likes of which hasn’t been seen 
since T1’s original days, is the fact 
that to get here, those Korean teams 

played nine games total in the quar-
ters. None of them dropped a game. 
If EDG wants to play spoiler when 
they take on Gen.G this week, they 
need a different gear. And if any-
one wants to take a game off of this 
DWG, they’ll need something more 
than that.

This poster shows the original 20 teams that qualified for the 2021 League of Legends World Championship. 
Since the tournament began on Oct. 5, 16 of these have been eliminated, with only Damwon KIA, T1, Edward 
Gaming and Gen.G remaining.  PHOTO COURTESY OF LOLESPORTS.COM



Sports
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 • DailyCampus.com 11

UConn heads to Boston for a battle between Huskies

The University of Connecticut 
men’s hockey team will play the 
Northeastern University Huskies 
in Boston at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 

UConn heads into Northeast-
ern’s Matthews Arena coming off a 
series loss against Ohio State Uni-
versity. The Huskies from Storrs 
are looking to fight for a win over 
the Huskies from Boston as they 
return to Big East play. 

by Taylor Coonan
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu

“They’ve got some skill up front, 
there’s no doubt,” Northeastern 
head coach Jerry Keefe said about 
UConn’s team on Monday. “They 
pressure the puck all over the rink 
so they put you in some tough sit-
uations; you’ve got to be prepared 
for that. They play a different type 
of D-zone where they put a lot of 
guys at the puck, so there are defi-
nitely some things we need to go in 
prepared for.” 

The last two Huskies vs. Hus-
kies match-ups have been played 
in Boston, and UConn  reigned as 

top dog in both games. On Feb. 5, 
UConn blew out Northeastern 4-1. 

The February game was a com-
plete team effort with impressive 
action by forward Artem Shlaine, 
who was a freshman at the time 
and scored his first career goal. 
Seniors Jonny Evans and Ryan 
Wheeler also scored, while Jachym 
Kondelik had two assists that 
night. 

Prior to that, UConn forced the 
game into overtime and completed 
a 3-2 upset of Northeastern on Jan. 
18, 2020. 

Now a junior, forward Vladislav 
Firstov was in his freshman season 
and scored a pair of goals during 
that Saturday afternoon game in 
2020. Two defensemen, Harrison 
Rees and Jake Flynn,  each had an 
assist to put UConn on top. 

Considering these players are 
still key members of UConn’s line-
up, the pressure is on for them 
to keep that same level of perfor-
mance, if not increase it. 

Kondelik currently leads the 
team in scoring with six goals. Fir-
stov follows with three goals, and 

Evans comes in with a goal and 
three assists so far. 

Going into Tuesday night, 
Northeastern holds a 3-2 record, 
while UConn sits at 2-3. However, 
Hockey East rankings have UConn 
in fifth and Northeastern in eighth. 

The puck drops at 7 p.m. at 
the Matthews Arena in Boston. 
The game will be broadcasted on 
NESN and on NESN Radio: 98.5 
The Sports Hub. This marks the 
first time this season UConn fans 
will have the opportunity to catch 
the Huskies in action on NESN.

The UConn’s men’s hockey team takes on Northeastern at 7 p.m. this Tuesday. Both schools’ mascots are huskies, making this upcoming game a battle for Husky supremacy. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF NUHUSKIES.COM AND UCONNHUSKIES.COM, RESPECTIVELY
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept
@uconnhuskies
@uconnwhoc is off  to a perfect 7-0 start 
to their season
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ethan joel 
@ehunt_
Bro imagine getting paid to talk about 
sports all the time

bp_lite
@bplite
crypto is a team sport

George 
@Georgeadelphia
Ted Lasso but it’s me coaching UConn 
football with a British accent

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Men’s Football 
Saturday

13 44

Men’s Hockey, Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Boston, MA

vs.

Women’s Soccer; Thursday, 2 p.m.
Washington, DC 

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Stratton’s Take: Where is James Bouknight?

After a trip lasting more than 
four hours on the bus and subway 
from Storrs to Barclays Center, 
I was more than ready to watch 
former University of Connecticut 
basketball star James Bouknight 
tear up an extremely top-heavy 
Brooklyn Nets squad on Sunday. 

If you follow ex-Husky stars 
through their professional en-
deavors like many UConn fans do, 
it’s more than likely that you have 
an eye on the Brooklyn native. 
After all, he’s the first NBA lot-
tery pick to come out of Storrs in 
nine years! The expectations for 
Bouknight were high coming into 
the season, and I projected him to 
have a large impact on the team 
just a week ago. 

So naturally, he would get min-
utes from the jump, especially 
with starting shooting guard Ter-
ry Rozier out, right? Wrong. Al-
though the protests outside of the 
Barclays Center advocating for 
Kyrie Irving to play delayed my 
entrance until the second quarter, 
I didn’t miss any Bouknight play-
ing time. And we wouldn’t have 
missed any of his minutes even if 
we had gotten to the arena with 
one minute to play in the fourth. 

An old adage states, “It’s not 
about who starts the game, it’s 
about who finishes,” but this sure-
ly cannot be the intended meaning 
in this case. Bouknight played the 
final 47.9 seconds of the contest, 
with the Hornets up big after a 
key fourth quarter run. So why 
isn’t the lottery pick playing? 

One reason may be that the 
Hornets are first letting him catch 

up to the speed of the NBA game 
in practice. In an interview a few 
weeks ago with USA Today, Ro-
zier noted, “[Bouknight] is a guy 
that probably won’t win Rookie of 
the Year but in a couple of years 
down the line, he’ll be a hard 
matchup. He’ll be a starter in the 
league and be a hard matchup for 
anybody going up against him. He 
is one of those types of guys. He 
has got a lot to learn, but he is spe-
cial, and I don’t say that about too 
many rookies.” 

Keep in mind that Rozier said 
Bouknight still has “a lot to learn” 
and will be a star “down the line.” 
This indicates a projection of fu-
ture success, but does not nec-
essarily lend itself to immediate 
playing time. Or maybe that’s 
just team-friendly, empty play-
er-speak to the media. Either way, 
the expectation is that Bouknight 
will gain minutes as the season 
progresses, although one may 
think that if a team qualifies for a 
lottery pick, then they should use 
them to their fullest advantage. 

It’s not like the Hornets are the 
Warriors, who had one fluky sea-
son due to injuries that led to a lot-
tery pick. They consistently miss 
the playoffs year after year. Since 
2005, they have made the playoffs 
just three times and have not won 
a series in that span. They need 
any talent they can get. Bouknight 
should fit that bill. The reason 
why the Hornets get a lottery pick 
every year is not because the tal-
ent isn’t there. It’s because they 
have no clue how to use it. Exam-
ple A is wasting former UConn 
star Kemba Walker’s prime. The 
point guard made several All-Star 
teams, but never won a playoff se-
ries in Charlotte. 

The Hornets are consistently 
bad enough to miss the playoffs, 
but always seem to have enough 
talent to not miss by much. Al-
though they have a 3-0 start to the 
season, things will not stay that 
way and they will once again be a 
fringe-playoff team. Maybe the cy-
cle will finally end if they actual-
ly utilize and develop Bouknight. 
Nothing against guards Ish Smith 
and Cody Martin, but there is no 

way that they should be getting 
minutes over the Brooklyn native. 

As a team defi nitely not in con-
tention for a championship this 
year, it really feels like a no-brainer 
to get Bouknight and Kai Jones, for 
that matter onto the court. The for-
mula of underusing rookies clearly 
has not been working, so why not 
give them a shot? The only per-
son who has gotten real usage as a 
fi rst year player in recent memory 

for the Hornets was LaMelo Ball, 
and we saw how that turned out 
with him taking home Rookie of 
the Year. Bouknight is not Ball, but 
both are lottery picks. 

Hopefully Bouknight gets on 
the floor soon in a real-game situ-
ation, or his seat on the bench will 
get very warm and the Hornets 
will experience the same disap-
pointment that they and their fans 
have gotten all too used to.

by Stratton Stave
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

The Huskies took a home win against UCF with a final score of 81-65 at Gampel Pavilion in March of 2020. 
Christian Vital (1) and Isaiah Whaley (5) led the team with 18 points each, and James Bouknight (2) with 16 
points. Bouknight now plays for the Charlotte Hornets in the NBA.
FILE PHOTO/AP

The PSG Report
PARIS SPLITS THE POINTS IN AN UNDERWHELMING ‘LE CLASSIQUE’

10-men Paris Saint-Germain was 
able to escape the Stade Velodrome 
with a point on Sunday, Oct. 24 — an 
undeserved result after the poor per-
formance of those in navy blue.  

Mauricio Pochettino lined up with 
Keylor Navas in goal, and the typical 
backline of Nuno Mendes, Presnel 
Kimpembe, Marquinhos and Ach-
raf Hakimi. The midfi eld pivot was 
made up of Marco Verratti and Dani-
lo Periera, while the front four in 
attack consisted of Angel Di Maria, 
Lionel Messi, Neymar Jr. and Kylian 
Mbappe.  

From the onset, Paris fans across 
the globe knew this would not be an 
easy matchup — the Velodrome is 
always a war zone, but especially on 
derby day. Fans of Olympique Mar-
seille faithfully sing the team’s prais-
es from the fi rst whistle to the last 
and make their disdain for their ri-
vals from the French capital very well 
known. Jorge Sampaoli’s men would 
most certainly feed off  the crowd’s 
energy and look to get a result against 
the Parisian club which has dominat-
ed the rivalry over the past decade.  

It would be the hosts who unsur-
prisingly came out hot in the opening 
minutes of the contest. They created 
a multitude of opportunities from 

set pieces and through long balls, 
but were unable to fi nd the fi nishing 
touch on each occasion. Paris eventu-
ally responded, as the front four com-
bined to fi nd a way past a fi ery Mar-
seille side. Just like their bitter rivals, 
however, Pochettino’s men also failed 
to fi nd that coveted fi nishing touch as 
their eff orts went in vain.  

Two of PSG’s front four would 
combine to fi nd what they thought 
was the opener. Di Maria played a lob 
pass to Neymar, who dribbled into 
Marseille’s box and played a low driv-
en cross to the far post. In an attempt 
to clear the ball from the box, left 
back Luan Peres hit it into his own 
net to give Paris the 1-0 advantage.  

It would be a momentary advan-
tage, however, as a Video Assistant 
Referee check ruled that Neymar 
was off side in the build-up to the 
goal, which meant the Paris break-
through would be chalked off .  

A similar situation occurred for 
Marseille a couple of minutes after 
Paris’ disqualifi ed goal. Boubacar 
Kamara played a through ball to Pol 
Lirola, who proceeded to take a touch 
and play a low driven cross into the 
box to Arkadiusz Milik, who took a 
touch and smashed it past Navas to 
give “Les Olympiens” the lead.  

This time, VAR would come and 
spoil the party for the hosts, as it 
was found that Lirola was in an off -
side position when he received the 

through ball from Kamara. The score 
remained 0-0.  

The front four for Paris really 
started to connect at the half’s mid-
way point. Di Maria, Neymar, Messi 
and Mbappe combined tirelessly in 
the fi nal third and began to put the 
pressure on Marseille. The hosts re-
sponded well to the pressure, as they 
stood fi rm and quickly transitioned 
into attack at every opportunity they 
got.  

The early stages of the second half 
brought more of the same, as Paris 
constantly found itself in Marseille’s 
fi nal third, with the front four con-
tinuing to search for a way to break 
the lines and fi nd the opener. PSG’s 
aggressive attacking nature would 
leave them exploited in defense, 
however — something which Mar-
seille again took advantage of in the 

counterattack.  
A Nuno Mendes giveaway in 

Marseille’s fi nal third saw this Mar-
seille counterattack work to perfec-
tion. Dimitri Payet played a ball to 
Cengiz Under, who was through on 
goal. Hakimi was the last defender, 
and in his attempt to stop the clear 
goal scoring opportunity, he tripped 
the Turkish winger. At fi rst, the 
referee did not call the foul, but af-
ter a VAR check, he confi rmed that 
Hakimi was in fact the last man 
back, and the player received a red 
card as a result.  

Marseille’s man advantage meant 
they had more freedom to attack as 
Paris had no choice but to play more 
defensively with 10 men.  

Sampaoli’s men began to fl ow 
freely in attack and had two great 
chances to take the lead in the 65th 
and 77th minute, respectively. In the 
65th minute, Payet played a cross 
into the box connected on by an 
unmarked Valentin Rongier, whose 
attempt went just wide of Navas’ far 
post. Then, in the 77th minute, Li-
rola played a cross to the far post to 
an unmarked Konrad De La Fuente. 
The American attempted to catch it 
fi rst time off  the volley, but missed it 
to waste another golden opportuni-
ty for Marseille.  

Paris stayed on the backfoot for 
the remainder of the contest, but 
were able to fend off  the Marseille 

attack for the fi nal 10 minutes of the 
contest to split the points.  

PSG remained in fi rst place in the 
Ligue 1 table with 28 points, seven 
points clear of RC Lens in second. 
On the other hand, Marseille fell to 
fourth with 18 points.  

“We wanted the three points, but 
with everything that happened, we 
take one point and it’s positive, we 
need to refocus and we will contin-
ue to work,” Pochettino said in the 
post-match press conference via 
PSG’s offi  cial website.  

“We have shown character and 
personality, and that is important. 
Today, the team showed solidarity, 
and our organization was good,” 
Pochettino added.  

Navas weighed in on the chang-
es that occurred throughout the 
course of the match. 

“In the fi rst half, we were the 
team with the possession of the ball, 
and the team with the best chance 
of scoring,” he said via PSG’s offi  cial 
website. “And in the second half, the 
expulsion meant that we had to de-
fend a little more. One point, [we’ll] 
take, it’s not what we wanted, but 
[we’ll] take it and it’s positive.” 

Paris will now look to put this 
result behind them and turn their 
focus to reigning French champion 
Lille, which they host at the Parc 
des Princes on Friday, Oct. 29 at 3 
p.m. 

by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

Paris will now look to 
put this result behind 
them and turn their 

focus to reigning French 
champion Lille, which 

they host at the Parc des 
Princes on Friday, Oct. 

29 at 3 p.m.
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