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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*25

as of 8:43 p.m. on Oct. 11

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)2

*positive test results

24 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 30 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

DOE gives 
UConn $2 
million grant to 
remove harmful 
greenhouse gas
by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut recently received over $2 million to remove a harmful greenhouse gas from 
the United States power grid. UConn aims to remove sulfur hexafluoride, also known as SF6, which is 
known to be more harmful than carbon dioxide. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Earlier this month, the Depart-
ment of Energy gave the Universi-
ty of Connecticut over $2 million 
for a project aiming to remove a 
harmful greenhouse gas from the 
United States power grid, accord-
ing to Energy Communications 
Consultant Molly Morrissey.   

The DOE’s Advanced Research 
Project Agency-Energy awarded 
UConn with the money to remove 
the gas known as sulfur hexaflu-
oride, or SF6, from power grid 
equipment. 

Sulfur Hexafluoride is a potent 
greenhouse gas.  While it does 
have a few beneficial properties, 
the gas is more harmful to the en-

vironment than carbon dioxide.

With UConn’s attention on 
being an eco-friendly and re-
search-one school, the opportu-

nity to remove SF6 is important 
to its environmentally conscious 
efforts. 

Dr. Isik Kizilyalli, ARPA-E As-
sociate Director for Technology, 
talked about the ways  UConn 
and its team worked together to 
bring the cooperative agreement 
funding to Storrs. 

“The university applied to an 
ARPA-E funding opportunity an-
nouncement targeting the remov-
al of SF6 from grid equipment and 

it was selected through a competi-
tive process,” Kizilyalli said.  

Sulfur hexafluoride has the po-
tential to cause global warming 
and create a detrimental impact 
on the earth, an ARPA-E article 
said. However, removing the gas 
is a large task for UConn to han-
dle. 

“SF6 removal will require par-
ticipation across the energy land-
scape, including utilities; state, 
federal and national governments; 

and grid equipment manufactur-
ers,” Kizilyalli said. 

ARPA-E is well known for their 
work in the environmental scienc-
es and is held to a high standard of 
excellence. 

“It is very prestigious to re-
ceive an ARPA-E award. This is 
the first time UConn has been se-
lected to lead an ARPA-E project, 
but it has been part of previous 
ARPA-E project teams,” Kizilyal-
li said. 

“SF6 removal will 
require participation 

across the energy 
landscape, including 

utilities; state, 
federal and national 

governments; and 
grid equipment 

manufacturers.”
DR. ISIK KIZILYALLI

National News: Weekly recap
by Amanda Kilyk
NEWS EDITOR
amanda.kilyk@uconn.edu

This week in the news, Merck & Co. 
Pharmaceutical requested emergency 
authorization from the FDA for their 
pill that reportedly treats COVID-19; 
Southwest Airlines canceled thousands 
of flights and the first significant snow-
storm of the season was predicted to hit 
the Rocky Mountains.  

Merck & Co. requests emergen-
cy FDA authorization  

According to the Associated Press, 
Merck pharmaceutical requested emer-
gency authorization Monday from the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration for 
the distribution of a pill that  can be used 
to treat COVID-19.  

AP highlighted that, if authorized, 
this would be the first pill created to 
combat the virus.  

Merck requested the pill be autho-
rized for usage in adults diagnosed with 
mild-to-moderate COVID-19 symp-
toms who are at risk for severe hospital-
ization, AP said.  

“Merck and its partner Ridgeback 
Biotherapeutic said they specifically 
asked the agency to grant emergency 
use for adults with mild-to-moderate 
COVID-19 who are at risk for severe dis-
ease or hospitalization. That is roughly 
the way COVID-19 infusion drugs are 
used,” according to AP.  

No significant side-effects for the pill 
have been reported yet, and AP noted 
this will play an important role in the 
FDA’s review.  

Southwest Airlines canceled 
thousands of flights, continues to 

do so Monday  

 NPR reported that Southwest Air-
lines continued to cancel hundreds of 
flights Monday, after canceling thou-
sands of flights over the weekend due to 

weather and air traffic control concerns. 
“The airline has canceled more than 

355 flights and delayed another 581 as 
of Monday morning, according to the 
online tracker FlightAware,” NPR said. 
“Those canceled flights make up 10% 
of its schedule, as compared to 30% on 
Sunday.”  

There are conflicting reports as to 
why the cancellations are occurring, 
ranging from disruptive weather re-
ports, which have been disputed by 
the Federal Aviation Administration, 
to reports of pilot shortages, which the 
Southwest Airlines Pilot Association 
has rejected.  

Instead, SWAPA blamed the cancel-
lations on a lack of consistency and sup-
port from the company.  

“SWA has claimed that the immedi-
ate causes of this weekend’s meltdown 
were staffing at Jacksonville Center and 
weather in the southeast U.S., but what 
was a minor temporary event for other 
carriers devastated Southwest Airlines 

because our operation has become brit-
tle and subject to massive failures under 
the slightest pressure,” the union said, 
according to NPR.  

First snowstorm of the season 
predicted to hit Rockies  

 On Monday, CNN Weather predict-
ed the first snowstorm of the season 
would hit the Rockies later this week.  

They reported that snowfall totals 
could range from one to 10 inches, de-
pending on  elevation. 

“Depending on elevation and location 
within the mountain range, the snow 
totals will vary from an inch or two, all 
the way up to eight to 10 inches in the 
higher elevations during the Tuesday/
Wednesday time frame,” CNN wrote.  

While this is not a predictor of how 
much or how little snow the West will 
see this coming winter, it is hopeful for 
many, as the West is currently experi-
encing a drought. 

This undated image provided by Merck & Co. shows their new antiviral 
medication. The drugmaker has said its experimental pill for people 
sick with COVID-19 reduced hospitalizations and deaths.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MERCK & CO. VIA AP

Southwest Airlines was forced to cancel thousands of flights over the 
weekend due to weather and air traffic control concerns. The airline 
continued to cancel flights on Monday. PHOTO BY TOMÁS DEL CORO, VIA FLICKR

CNN Weather reported that the first snowstorm of the season is likely 
to hit the Rocky Mountains later this week. Snowfalls could range from 
one to 10 inches, depending on elevation. PHOTO BY MARK COLLINS, VIA AP
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Gruden out as Raiders 
coach over offensive emails

In this Sept. 19, 2021, file photo, Las Vegas Raiders head coach Jon 
Gruden meets with the media following an NFL football game against 
the Pittsburgh Steelers in Pittsburgh. Gruden is out as coach of the 
Raiders after emails he sent before being hired in 2018 were discov-
ered to contain racist, homophobic and misogynistic comments.
PHOTO BY DON WRIGHT, VIA AP

(AP) — Jon Gruden has resigned 
as coach of the Las Vegas Raiders af-
ter emails he sent before being hired 
in 2018 contained racist, homopho-
bic and misogynistic comments.

Gruden released a statement Mon-
day night, saying: “I have resigned as 
head coach of the Las Vegas Raiders. 
I love the Raiders and do not want 
to be a distraction. Thank you to all 
the players, coaches, staff , and fans 
of Raider Nation. I’m sorry, I never 
meant to hurt anyone.”

He stepped down after The New 
York Times reported that Gruden 
frequently used misogynistic and 
homophobic language directed at 
Commissioner Roger Goodell and 
others in the NFL.

The NFL Network fi rst reported 
the development.

It was a rapid downfall for Grud-
en, who is in the fourth year of a 10-
year, $100 million contract he signed 
with the Raiders in 2018. It started 
on Friday when the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that Gruden used a rac-
ist term to describe NFL union chief 

DeMaurice Smith in a 2011 email to 
former Washington executive Bruce 
Allen.

The emails were discovered in a 
workplace misconduct investigation 
into the Washington Football Team 
but ended up costing Gruden his job 
when they also showed Gruden de-
nounced the drafting of a gay player 
and the tolerance of players protest-
ing during the playing of the nation-
al anthem among other issues.

Gruden apologized for his “insen-
sitive remarks” about Smith, saying 
they were made out of frustration 
over the 2011 lockout. But the latest 
emails sent from between 2011-18 
when Gruden was an analyst for 
ESPN show his use of derogatory 
language went well beyond that.

A league source confi rms the ac-
curacy of the emails and said they 
were sent to the Raiders last week. 
The person spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the league hasn’t 
made the emails public.

Raiders owner Mark Davis said 
last week that the email about Smith 

was “disturbing and not what the 
Raiders stand for” and said the team 
was reviewing the additional emails.

The Times reported that Grud-
en used a gay slur to insult Goodell 
and said he was “clueless” and “an-
ti-football.” He also said Goodell 
shouldn’t have pressured the Rams 
to draft “queers,” a reference to Mi-
chael Sam, who was the fi rst openly 
gay player drafted by an NFL team.

Raiders defensive end Carl Nassib 
came out as gay in June and is the 
fi rst openly gay player to appear in 
an NFL game.

In a 2017 email, the Times said 
Gruden responded to a sexist meme 
of a female offi  cial by saying: “Nice 
job roger.”

The paper also said Gruden crit-
icized Goodell and the NFL league 
for trying to reduce concussions, 
and said that Eric Reid, a player who 
had demonstrated during the play-
ing of the national anthem, should 
be fi red.

The newspaper said Gruden also 
mocked an article in 2017 about play-
ers calling on Goodell to support 
their eff orts promoting racial equal-
ity and criminal justice reform.

“He needs to hide in his concus-
sion protocol tent,” Gruden wrote.

Gruden and Allen have a long re-
lationship, having worked together 
in Oakland and Tampa Bay. The 
emails between the two and oth-
er men included photos of women 
wearing only bikini bottoms, in-
cluding one photo of two Washing-
ton team cheerleaders.

Gruden also criticized President 
Barack Obama during his re-elec-
tion campaign in 2012, and then-
vice president Joe Biden.

Smith said earlier Monday that 
he appreciates that Gruden reached 
out to him following the initial re-
port, but that the email is evidence 
that the fi ght against racism is on-
going.

What’s behind the looming 
Hollywood strike?

A poster advocating union solidarity hangs from the office building 
housing The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees Local 
80, Monday, Oct. 4, 2021, in Burbank, California The IATSE overwhelm-
ingly voted to authorize a strike for the first time in its 128-year histo-
ry.   PHOTO BY CHRIS PIZZELLO, VIA AP

(AP) — A major Hollywood strike 
could be on the horizon for some 
60,000 behind-the-scenes work-
ers in the entertainment industry. 
Over the weekend, members of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees overwhelmingly 
voted in favor of authorizing a na-
tionwide strike for the fi rst time in 
its history.

Here we look at who is involved, 
what they’re asking for and what’s 
at stake.

WHAT IS THE IATSE?

The International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees (or 
IATSE for short, pronounced eye-
AHT’-see) is a 128-year-old union 
representing over 150,000 artists, 
craftspeople and technicians in the 
entertainment industry in the Unit-
ed States and Canada. Comprised 
of cinematographers, costumers, 
set designers, script supervisors, 
hair and makeup artists, animators, 
stagehands and many, many more, 
the IATSE represents essentially 
everyone who works in any form 
of entertainment (including mov-
ies, television, theater, concerts, 
trade shows and broadcasting) who 
isn’t an actor, director, producer or 
screenwriter.

WHAT ARE THE WORK-
PLACE PROBLEMS?

The IATSE says its members 
are subjected to excessive work-
ing hours, unlivable wages for the 
lowest paid crafts and failure to 
provide reasonable rest, including 
meal breaks and time off  between 
marathon working days and week-
end work. Further, they say that 
workers on some “new media” 
streaming projects get paid even 
less. The Instagram account @
ia_stories has been sharing anony-
mous accounts of some harrowing 
personal workplace stories and the 
eff ects of the excessively long hours 
on everything from personal safety 
to mental health.

WAIT, WHAT’S THE 
AMPTP?

The Alliance of Motion Picture 

and Television Producers is a group 
that represents hundreds of enter-
tainment companies, including the 
major Hollywood studios, stream-
ing services and production com-
panies, and negotiates essentially 
all industry-wide guild and union 
contracts.

WHY ARE THE STREAM-
ERS PAYING WORKERS LESS 
THAN TRADITIONAL STU-
DIOS?

In 2009, the IATSE and studios 
mutually agreed that new media 
productions required greater “fl exi-
bility” because the medium was not 
yet economically viable. That has 
changed in a big way, but the expec-
tation of fl exibility from crews has 
not. They feel they are being taken 
advantage of while streaming bud-
gets and profi ts have reached block-
buster levels.

IS A STRIKE INEVITABLE?

No, and leadership on both sides 
have said they would like to avoid it 
if possible. On Tuesday, the IATSE 
and the AMPTP resumed negotia-
tions.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THEY 
DO STRIKE?

With 60,000 workers covered under 
the expired agreements, most produc-
tions would have to shut down in the 
U.S., including network shows and 
Netfl ix productions. But not all are af-
fected: The IATSE contracts for “pay 
tv,” including HBO, Showtime, Starz, 
Cinemax and BET, don’t expire until 
Dec. 31, 2022 so those will keep going. 
Same goes for commercials and low 
budget productions, which also have 
diff erent agreements.

As far as long-term consequences, 
it all depends on how long the strike 
goes on. The 100-day 2007-2008 Writ-
ers Guild of America strike, which 
also came about when contracts failed 
to address “new media” realities and 
loopholes, resulted in scuttled projects, 
shortened seasons of popular televi-
sion shows and an infl ux of reality 
shows to fi ll the schedule gaps. Most 
networks and streamers have content 
reserves to fi ll the gaps for a bit.

Impact of forest thinning on wildfires creates divisions
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — 

Firefighters and numerous stud-
ies credit intensive forest thin-
ning projects with helping save 
communities like those recently 
threatened near Lake Tahoe in 
California and Nevada, but dis-
sent from some environmental 
advocacy groups is roiling the sci-
entific community.

States in the U.S. West and the 
federal government each year 
thin thousands of acres of dense 
timber and carve broad swaths 
through the forest near remote 
communities, all designed to slow 
the spread of massive wildfires.

The projects aim to return over-
grown forests to the way they were 
more than a century ago, when 
lower-intensity blazes cleared the 
underbrush regularly and before 
land managers began reflexively 
extinguishing every wildfire as 
soon as possible.

Such so-called fuel reduction 

efforts also include using fire to 
fight fire, with fires deliberately 
set in the cooler, wetter months to 
burn out dangerous fuels. Forest 
managers credit such burns with 
helping protect the Giant Forest 
in Sequoia National Park. The 
state of California eased some reg-
ulations to increase the use of that 
tactic.

While most scientific studies 
find such forest management is 
a valuable tool, environmental 
advocates say data from recent 
gigantic wildfires support their 
long-running assertion that ef-
forts to slow wildfires have in-
stead accelerated their spread.

The argument is fueling an al-
ready passionate debate.

It has led to a flurry of citations 
of dueling studies and fed compet-
ing claims that the science may be 
skewed by ideology.

The debate came to a head over 
this year’s giant Bootleg Fire in 

southern Oregon.
“Not only did tens of thousands 

of acres of recent thinning, fuel 
breaks, and other forest manage-
ment fail to stop or slow the fire’s 
rapid spread, but ... the fire often 
moved fastest through such ar-
eas,” Los Padres ForestWatch, a 
California-based nonprofit, said 
in an analysis, joined by the John 
Muir Project and Wild Heritage 
advocacy groups.

James Johnston, a research-
er with Oregon State Universi-
ty’s College of Forestry, called 
the groups’ conclusions “pretty 
misleading,” “irresponsible” and 
“self-contradicting.”

“Claims that modern fuel-re-
duction thinning makes fire worse 
are not credible,” Johnston said.

The debate focused on a proj-
ect where the Klamath Tribes and 
The Nature Conservancy have 
spent a decade thinning smaller 
trees and using planned fires.
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Indigenous Peoples Day marked with celebrations, protests
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — In-

digenous people across the United 
States marked Monday with cele-
brations of their heritage, education 
campaigns and a push for the Biden 
administration to make good on its 
word.

The federal holiday created de-
cades ago to recognize Christopher 
Columbus’ sighting in 1492 of what 
came to be known as the Americas 
increasingly has been rebranded as 
Indigenous Peoples Day.

For Michaela Pavlat, cultural in-
terpreter at the National Museum 
of the American Indian in Wash-
ington, the day is one of celebra-
tion, reflection and recognition that 
Indigenous communities are fight-
ing for land rights, for the U.S. gov-
ernment to uphold treaties, and for 
visibility and understanding.

“As long as you’re on Native land 
and stolen land, it’s Indigenous 
Peoples Day,” said Pavlat, who is 
Sault Ste. Marie Band of Chippewa 
Indians (Anishinaabe). “We have a 
lot of movement and a lot of issues 
we’re facing in our communities, 
and you can have that conversation 
every day.”

EVENTS THIS YEAR

More than a dozen protest-
ers linked arms and sat along the 
White House fence line Monday to 
call on the Biden administration to 
do more to combat climate change 
and ban fossil fuels. Others cheered 
and chanted in support from across 
the street as police blocked off the 
area with yellow tape and arrested 
the seated protesters.

The Andrew Jackson statue at 
the center of Lafayette Park was 
defaced with the words “Expect 
Us” — part of a rallying cry used 
by Indigenous people who have 
been fighting against fossil fuel 
pipelines. Jackson, a slave-owning 
president, forced Cherokees and 
many other Native Americans on 
deadly marches out of their south-
ern homelands.

“Indigenous people have been 
on the front lines of protecting the 
land, the people, and it’s time for 
the government and these huge sys-
tems to do more,” said Angel Char-
ley, of Laguna Pueblo in New Mex-
ico, who was among the protesters.

Indigenous groups also planned 
protests in Santa Fe and Albuquer-
que, New Mexico.

At the Boston Marathon, race 
organizers honored 1936 and ’39 
winner Ellison “Tarzan” Brown 
and three-time runner-up Patti 
Catalano Dillon, a member of the 
Mi’kmaq tribe. Interior Secretary 
Deb Haaland, a member of Lagu-
na Pueblo, said she ran for missing 
and slain Indigenous people and 
their families, the victims of the 
boarding school era and the “prom-
ise that our voices are being heard 
and will have a part in an equitable 
and just future in this new era.”

Others gathered for prayers, 

dances and other commemorations 
in cities across the U.S.

On social media, people posted 
educational resources that includ-
ed maps of Indigenous land, ways 
to support Indigenous communi-
ties and recommendations for tele-
vision shows and films that prom-
inently feature Indigenous people, 
like “Reservation Dogs.”

WHAT’S NEW?

President Joe Biden last week 
issued the first presidential proc-
lamation of Indigenous Peoples 
Day, the most significant boost yet 
to efforts to refocus Columbus Day 
in recognition of the Italian explor-
er’s brutal treatment of people who 
already occupied what came to be 
known as the Americas.

About 20 states observe Indige-
nous Peoples Day by law, through 
proclamation or other action, along 
with cities and universities across 
the country.

Oregon recognized Indigenous 
Peoples Day on Monday, months 
after its Legislature overwhelming-
ly approved a bill in support of the 
change from Columbus Day.

In Wisconsin, Gov. Tony Evers 
joined the leaders from tribes in 
the state and issued a formal apol-
ogy for Wisconsin’s role in Native 
American boarding schools era.

NOT JUST A CELEBRATION

The Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of the American Indian on 
Monday hosted a virtual conversa-
tion about mixed Black and Indige-
nous identity and how the struggles 
of one side sometimes get overshad-
owed by the other.

Joy SpearChief-Morris pointed 
to the Civil Rights movement and 
the Red Power movement, which 
included the Native American oc-
cupation of Alcatraz Island off the 
coast of San Francisco more than 50 
years ago.

“Both groups supported each 
other, but we don’t really talk about 
the Red Power movement,” said 
SpearChief-Morris, who is Afri-
can American and Kainai Nation 
(Blood Tribe) from Canada.

The panelists noted that Afro-In-
digenous identity goes back gener-
ations.

“Everything that we do is to bring 
about Black liberation and Indige-
nous sovereignty on this land and 
to dismantle white supremacy and 
settler colonialism,” said Amber 
Starks, who is African Ameri-
can and a citizen of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation. “And I’d like to add 
racial capitalism.”

Kyle Mays, an assistant professor 
at the University of California-Los 
Angeles who is Black and Saginaw 
Anishinaabe, acknowledged the 
work isn’t easy.

While Indigenous Peoples Day is 
“cool,” he said, “I don’t want a day 
for celebration. I want justice.”

Kerri Helme, center, of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Nation leads attendees in dance during a gath-
ering marking Indigenous Peoples Day at Penn Treaty Park in Philadelphia, Monday, Oct. 11, 2021.

PHOTOGRAPH BY MATT ROURKE, VIA AP

Indigenous and environmental activists protest in front of the White House in Washington, Monday, Oct. 
11, 2021. President Joe Biden on Friday issued the first-ever presidential proclamation of Indigenous 
Peoples Day, lending the most significant boost yet to efforts to refocus the federal holiday celebrating 
Christopher Columbus toward an appreciation of Native peoples.

PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW HARNIK, VIA AP

Indigenous and environmental activists protest in front of the White House in Washington, Monday, Oct. 
11, 2021. 
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California coronavirus death 
count tops 70,000 as cases fall

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — 
California’s coronavirus death 
toll reached another once-un-
fathomable milestone — 70,000 
people — on Monday as the state 
emerges from the latest infection 
surge with the lowest rate of new 
cases among all states.

Last year at this time, cases in 
the state started ticking up and 
by January California was in the 
throes of the worst spike of the 
pandemic and was the nation’s 
epicenter for the virus. Daily 
deaths approached 700.

The latest surge started in sum-
mer and was driven by the delta 
variant that primarily targeted 
the unvaccinated. At its worst 
during this spike, California’s 
average daily death count was in 
the low 100s.

Data collected by Johns Hop-
kins University showed the state 
with 70,132 deaths by midday 
Monday. It’s the most in the na-
tion, surpassing Texas by about 
3,000 and Florida by 13,000, al-
though California’s per capita fa-
tality rate of 177 per 100,000 peo-
ple is well below the overall U.S. 
rate of 214.

“There’s very little if anything 
ever to compare that to,” Dr. Mark 
Ghaly, California’s health secre-
tary, said of the level of deaths.

”Take a moment of silence and 
reflection on what that’s meant 
for Californians,” he said. “Fam-
ilies that have lost more than one 
family member, key breadwin-
ners, people who couldn’t protect 
themselves.”

The most populous state is in 

a much better situation as it en-
ters the colder months this year. 
It has been a national leader in 
vaccinations while others who 
survived the virus acquired a 
natural immunity that also helps 
prevent severe illness and death.

Even if there is a new surge, 
“the level of life-altering behav-
iors may be different this time 
around than we saw last winter,” 
Ghaly told The Associated Press.

He does not expect California 
to lock down as it did last year 
with business closures, social 
distancing requirements and ca-
pacity restrictions.

“That is not what we’re talking 
about,” he said. “I think vac-
cines plus masks in certain (in-
door) settings is going to be a 
significant support of us getting 
through anything that COVID 
throws at us in the future.”

A year ago, “there were all 
these debates, should we have 
Halloween vs. no Halloween,” 
said Dr. Monica Gandhi, an in-
fectious disease expert at the 
University of California, San 
Francisco. “I think this winter is 
going to be a lot better than last 
winter, especially in California.”

Texas governor orders 
ban on private company 
vaccine mandate

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott issued an execu-
tive order Monday to prohibit any 
entity, including private business, 
from enforcing a COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate on workers and called on 
state lawmakers to pass a similar 
ban into law.

The move comes as the Biden ad-
ministration is set to issue rules re-
quiring employers with more than 
100 workers to be vaccinated or test 
weekly for the coronavirus. Several 
major companies, including Tex-
as-based American Airlines and 
Southwest Airlines, have said they 
would abide by the federal man-
date.

“No entity in Texas can compel 
receipt of a COVID-19 vaccine by 
any individual, including an em-
ployee or a consumer, who objects 
to such vaccination for any reason 
of personal conscience, based on a 
religious belief or for medical rea-
sons, including prior recovery from 
COVID-19,” Abbott wrote in his or-
der.

Abbott, who was previously vac-
cinated and also later tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, noted in his 
order that “vaccines are strongly 

encouraged for those eligible to re-
ceive one, but must always be vol-
untary for Texans.”

Montana has passed a law pre-
venting employers from mandating 
workers get vaccines, and a number 
of states have explicitly said schools 
cannot require vaccinations.

Abbott previously barred vaccine 
mandates by state and local govern-
ment agencies, but until now had 
let private companies make their 
own rules for their workers. It was 
not immediately clear if Abbott’s 
latest executive order would face a 
quick court challenge.

Abbott’s new order also carries 
political implications. The two-term 
Republican is facing pressure from 
two candidates in next year’s GOP 
primary, former state Sen. Don Huff-
ines and former Florida Congress-
man and Texas state party chairman 
Allen West, have attacked Abbott’s 
COVID-19 policies and have strong-
ly opposed vaccine mandates.

“He knows which ... way the 
wind is blowing. He knows conser-
vative Republican voters are tired 
of the vaccine mandates and tired 
of him being a failed leader,” Huff-
ines tweeted.
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M
onday, Oct. 11 was 2021’s Indig-
enous Peoples’ Day, a holiday 
celebrating and honoring Native 
American people while com-
memorating their histories and 
cultures. Indigenous Peoples’ 

Day dates back to 1991; since then, a growing number 
of cities, towns and states have begun to celebrate the 
contributions and lives of Native Americans, rather 
than Christopher Columbus, on Columbus Day. The 
date is not a coincidence — critics argue that celebrat-
ing Columbus Day glorifies the violent colonization of 
America, and in turn the genocide and enslavement 
of the Native Americans here long before Columbus 
“discovered” the land. Thus, Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
is a direct protest of celebrating Columbus and colo-
nization, and also the subsequent erasure of Native 
American culture in America.

For Indigenous Peoples’ Day in 2021, Joe Biden 
became the first United States president to issue a 
proclamation marking Indigenous Peoples’ Day. In 
this proclamation he called “upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities.” However, the University of 
Connecticut still held classes on Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day, making attending such ceremonies and activities, 
designed to recognize the displacement and decimation 
of indigenous peoples, difficult for students. Thus, 
UConn should fully observe Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
by not holding classes, giving students the opportunity 
to honor indigenous communities.

Editorial

UConn students 
should have 
Indigenous 
Peoples’  Day off International Day of the 

Girl Child and the fight 
for gender equality

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.

COMIC BY OLIVIA RUSK, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn should fully observe 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day by 
not holding classes, giving 
students the opportunity 

to honor indigenous 
communities.

UConn’s Native American Cultural Programs began 
celebrating Indigenous Peoples’ Week with daily vir-
tual events on Monday, Oct. 11, with more events to 
occur through Friday, Oct. 15. These events include 
panel discussions, webinars and a keynote address by 
Tristan Atone and Robert Lee. If Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day were a holiday observed on the UConn academic 
calendar, UConn students would have more time to 
attend these events and would therefore be better 
suited to actually participating in such a celebration 
of Native American cultures.

Having Indigenous Peoples’ Day off is not just an 
argument for a break in the fall semester — there is an 
intense need to respect the fact that the land we occupy 
was not ours to begin with, was not acquired through 
peaceful methods and that Native Americans today are 
still affected by American colonization. After all, ac-
cording to UConn’s land acknowledgement statement, 
UConn itself rests on the “... territory of the Mohegan, 
Mashantucket Pequot, Eastern Pequot, Schaghticoke, 
Golden Hill Paugussett, Nipmuc, and Lenape Peoples.”

While Indigenous People’s Day has already passed 
for 2021, the UConn administration should give stu-
dents Indigenous Peoples’ Day off in the future, in 
order to observe the holiday. In the meantime, students 
should consider getting involved with the UConn 
NACP and also UConn’s Native American and Indig-
enous Students Association. We exist today on Native 
land due to a long-standing history of violence. While 
observance of a national holiday cannot undo shameful 
history, it can help tell a truthful narrative of our coun-
try’s origins and lead the way towards reconciliation 
and autonomy for indigenous communities.

Every year, Oct. 11 is recognized as Interna-
tional Day of the Girl Child. The United Nations 
adopted a resolution in 2011 to acknowledge this 
day to recognize girls’ rights and acknowledge 
the inequalities and struggles girls face world-
wide. With a different theme each year, the day 
helps to promote girls’ empowerment.

Yesterday, International 
Day of the Girl Child focused 
on the digital gender gap. Cur-
rently, 2.2 billion people below 
the age of 25 do not have access 
to the internet at home. Girls 
are more likely to be affected 
by this, as men are 21% more 
likely to have access to the In-
ternet globally. Along with less 
access to the internet, girls’ 
education and careers are not 
prioritized in many places.

During the past 1.5 years, 
our massive reliance on digi-
tal platforms (such as Zoom) 
for education, work and more, 
proves that a lack of Internet access is a signifi-
cant problem. And this is just one of the major 
inequalities girls face across the world.

International Day of the Girl Child has a great 
purpose: By highlighting 
the challenges that girls face 
worldwide, non-governmental 
organizations are able to raise 
money to support them. More 
people become aware of gen-
der inequalities and how, es-
pecially in developed nations, 
people often take amenities for 
granted. However, it cannot be 
something that we only pay at-
tention to for a day or a week. 
Fighting for gender equality 
must be ongoing.

This must also happen 
worldwide. Girls face in-
equalities all over the world, 
not just in select nations. Outside of the digital 
gender gap, girls face discrimination trying to 
receive an education and in the workplace with 
gender wage gaps. Girls face disproportionate 
rates of violence, especially in the forms of in-
timate partner violence and sexual violence. 
Girls are affected more significantly by climate 
change. And girls often face difficulties when 
seeking medical care, particularly reproduc-
tive healthcare.  

All of these inequalities, and many more, are 
why this day must be known worldwide and 
efforts to achieve gender equality must go be-
yond this day. Although much work has been 
done improve girls’ lives like eliminate child 
marriage, address violence against girls and 
protect girls’ safety online, it is not enough.

When fighting for gender equality, it is 
immensely important to view these issues 
through an intersectional lens. A term coined 
by Kimberlé Crenshaw, intersectionality refers 

to the fact that people have 
different identities that over-
lap and add to one another, 
giving people different expe-
riences of discrimination and 
privilege. Girls worldwide 
may be affected by their other 
identities, aside from gender, 
including but not limited to 
their race, religion, sexuality, 
ability and economic stability.

Through intersectionality, 
it is apparent girls worldwide 
are affected by problems dif-
ferently, and therefore should 
be addressed in different 
ways. For example, girls from 

lower income communities face the effects of 
climate change disproportionately compared  
to girls with greater economic stability. This is 
due to the fact that many of these girls have to 

collect water for their house-
hold, which becomes more 
and more difficult as water 
sources are compromised. 
These two identities, gender 
and economic stability, in-
tersect to make an already 
difficult circumstance even 
harder.

With all the problems girls 
face worldwide, it is impera-
tive that International Day of 
the Girl Child is not quickly 
forgotten — the problems it 
highlights are important for 
people to understand and 
remember throughout the 

year. Gender inequality is not something only 
certain groups of people must work to fix — it 
is a global issue everyone must continuously 
work to combat, whether that is through cre-
ating awareness, raising money to support 
girls or helping girls worldwide use their voic-
es to fight for equality. In the days following 
International Day of the Girl Child, we must 
remember the fight for gender equality must 
be ongoing.

by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

Yesterday, 
International Day 

of the Girl Child 
focused on the 

digital gender gap. 
... Men are 21% 

more likely to have 
access to internet 

globally.

Gender inequality 
is not something 

only certain 
groups of people 

must work to fix — 
it is a global issue 

everyone must 
continuously work 

to combat.
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Though funny, ‘Ghosts’ 
misses the mark in adapting 

a popular British series

It’s time to get started with 
‘Muppets Haunted Mansion’ 

by Joanne Biju  
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT   
joanne.biju@uconn.edu  

v

Premiering with back-to-back 
episodes on CBS last Thursday, 
“Ghosts” attempts to recreate 
the BBC One sitcom of the same 
name in an American setting. 
Coming from the writers of 
“New Girl,” the show is about a 
young couple, Samantha (Rose 
McIver) and Jay (Utkarsh Am-
budkar), who plan to start a bed 
and breakfast in a mansion they 
unexpectedly inherit. After a 
near-death experience, Saman-
tha finds herself able to see eight 
ghosts that “haunt” the premis-
es, leaving Jay to watch his wife 
interact with seemingly thin air.  

The ghosts are primarily 
based on those of the British se-
ries, but some characters have 
been adapted to fit the Amer-
ican theme. There’s Flower, 
a Woodstock-era hippie who 
was mauled by a bear, Pete, a 
troop leader struck in the neck 
by an arrow and Trevor, a Wall 
Street egotist who died pant-
less. Among the more histori-
cal ghosts are Viking Thorfinn, 
Native American Sasappis, lady 
of the house Hetty and flapper 
Alberta. There’s also Isaac, a 
Revolutionary War soldier who 
remains resentful upon discov-
ering that Alexander Hamilton 

found fame, while he is noth-
ing but a footnote. Trapped on 
the property after dying there, 
these eight ghosts make it their 
mission to convince Samantha 
and Jay they can’t renovate the 
mansion. 

With it being Indigenous Peo-
ples’ week, there is the ques-
tion of accurate representation 
brought up with the character 
of Sasappis. Played by Native 
American actor Roman Zarago-
za, the character is dressed in 
what seems to be a stereotypical 
Halloween costume of the Native 
North American. However, the 
character hasn’t been explored 
enough yet to determine wheth-
er their inclusion is appropriate 
and accurate. 

Despite hailing from the same 
team, “Ghosts” does not remote-
ly match the vibe or caliber of 
“New Girl.” Sitcoms generally 
call for exaggerated acting, but 
the performances in “Ghosts” 
are much too extreme. This 
comes as a surprise after Am-
budkar’s strong performance as 
Mr. K on season two of “Never 
Have I Ever.” McIver, too, comes 
to “Ghosts” with much expe-
rience under her belt. Yet, the 
acting in this project feels force-
fully theatric — more suited to 
a stage performance or a chil-
dren’s program.  

Another large issue that arises 

is continuity. The format of the 
show requires most scenes to 
be filmed twice: Once from Sa-
mantha’s view, with the ghosts, 
and once from Jay’s perspective, 
sans ghosts. The two versions 
are edited together but are full 
of inconsistencies, primarily 
with facial expressions. Grant-
ed, it’s no easy task to create a 
seamless transition from per-
spective to perspective, but one 
would expect a more polished 
final product.  

That said, “Ghosts’” has its 
merits. The series has plenty of 
laugh-out-loud moments, mak-
ing it a great option to watch 
with the family. The range of 
time periods the ghosts hail 
from makes for humorous sit-
uations when interacting with 
modern-day inventions. For ex-
ample, Torfinn refers to Saman-
tha and Jay’s car as a landship 
while Hetty protests, claiming it 
to be a horseless carriage.  

It looks as though the Ameri-
can version of “Ghosts” will only 
have a one- season stint on tele-
vision. With only two episodes 
released, it’s difficult to judge 
the entire show. But, as of now, 
beating its British predecessor–, 
like “The Office” once did –, is 
out of the realm of possibility. 

 Rating: 2.5/5.0
Coming from the writers of “New Girl,”  the show “Ghosts” premiered on 
CBS last Thursday. The show is about a couple which plans to start a bed-
and-breakfast in the mansion they inherit.  PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

by Abigail Bonilla 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
abigail.bonilla@uconn.edu 

On Friday, Oct. 8, Disney re-
leased the highly anticipated 
“Muppets Haunted Mansion,” 
a treat for Muppet and Disney 
fans alike. Based on the Disney 
Parks attraction, “The Haunt-
ed Mansion,” the movie follows 
Gonzo and Pepe the King Prawn 
as they visit the old estate of a 
famous magician on Halloween 
night. Pepe assumes that the 
night will be filled with Holly-
wood celebrities, while Gonzo 
aims to find out what happened 
to the deceased magician. Upon 
their entry to the house, they are 
met with some spooky surpris-
es. The two navigate the house, 
challenged with spending the 
night — or else they’ll become 
trapped in the home forever.  

The film is a great watch. It 
is chock full of old horror mov-
ie references and Disney Easter 
eggs, making it a fun experience 
for anyone interested in pop 
culture. The musical comedy is 
star-studded with names like 
Will Arnett, Taraji P. Henson 
and Darren Criss gracing the 
screen. In particular, it is inter-
esting to see Arnett take on the 
role of the Ghost Host, a far cry 
from his more adult-oriented 
roles in “Bojack Horseman” and 
“Arrested Development.” Tara-
ji P. Henson also gives a rivet-
ing performance as Constance 
Hatchaway, bringing the comedy 
we’ve come to expect from her.  

The special feels like a won-
derful throwback to “The Mup-
pet Show” of the 1970s. My child-
hood was filled with the fuzzy 
friends we know as the Mup-
pets. My dad and I used to watch 

the classic for hours on end, so 
I immediately loved this movie. 
But even if you aren’t a Muppet 
fan, this film is still a wonderful 
watch, as it provides something 
for everyone. Longtime Muppet 
fans will get a smile on their fac-
es from the groovy tunes of “Dr. 
Teeth and the Electric Mayhem,” 
or from the wise-cracking of 
characters Statler and Waldorf.  

The only thing that threw me 
off upon watching was the voice 
of Kermit the Frog. Voiced by 
the creator Jim Henson until his 
death in 1990, the role was then 
given to Steve Whitmire. Whit-
mire voiced the character un-
til 2017, when he was fired for 
misconduct — according to fel-
low castmates, Whitmire would 
repeatedly make a scene, and 
write letters or emails attacking 
directors and producers. The 
role of the green icon was then 
handed over to Matt Vogel, who 
still currently holds the title. 
Whitmire’s portrayal was shock-
ingly similar to that of Henson’s, 
but Vogel’s voice is so different 
from what we’ve come to know 
that the scenes featuring Kermit 
drew me away from the plot.  

Regardless of this, “Muppets 
Haunted Mansion”  is a great 
movie to watch with little sib-
lings, or even on your own.  It 
gives a fun scare for little kids, 
and a good laugh for adults. In 
just under an hour, “Muppets 
Haunted Mansion” achieves all 
that the previous Muppet mov-
ies have. It lives up to the ex-
pectations its predecessors have 
set. In all, streaming this movie 
will no doubt bring about some 
cheerful Halloween fun. 

Rating: 4.5/5.0On Friday, Disney released “Muppets Haunted Mansion.” The show is about Gonzo and Pepe the King Prawn 
as they visit the old estate of a famous magician on Halloween.  PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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This Week In History: Oct. 11-15 

On Oct. 11th, 1971, John Lennon’s “Imagine” is released, becoming an anthem of an era. After the breakup of The Beatles, Lennon was successful in his solo career, coming out with 
several albums.
ILLUSTRATION BY ANNA IORFINO, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

While it seems every week we 
discuss major world battles or 
political decisions, this week we 
are taking a break from politics 
and taking a look at some pop 
culture history. This Week in 
History, we’ll examine four mo-
ments in modern history where 
popular culture was significant-
ly impacted both in the U.S. and 
abroad. So let’s dive in! 

On Oct. 12, 1810, 211 years ago, 
the first Oktoberfest was cele-
brated in Bavaria in modern-day 
Germany. 

Before tourists ever donned 
lederhosen and guzzled beer in 
Munich every fall, there was first 
a wedding celebration that got 
a little out of hand. In the early 
19th century, Crown Prince Lou-
is, later King Louis I of Bavaria, 
married Princess Therese von 
Sachsen-Hildburghausen. They 
invited the citizens of Munich to 
join in the festivities and even 
held a horse race in honor of the 
princess’s favorite sport.  

Citizens reveled in the event 
and continued to celebrate for 
weeks after the royal couple’s “I 
do’s,” thus giving way to the an-
nual Oktoberfest celebration. 
Lasting from the middle of Sep-
tember to the first Sunday of 
October, Oktoberfest draws 6 
million visitors to Munich where 
more than a million gallons of 
beer are consumed annually. 

On Oct. 11, 1884, 137 years ago, 
first lady, humanitarian and cul-
tural icon, Eleanor Roosevelt was 
born in New York City. 

So I know I said no politics this 
week, but Roosevelt transcends 
all categories, being just as dom-
inant in the political field as the 
cultural scene. Born to a wealthy 
New York family as the niece of 
Theodore Roosevelt, Eleanor 

married her fifth cousin once 
removed, Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt, at the age of 20. She was 
escorted down the aisle by her fa-
mous Uncle Teddy while he was 
serving as president. 

Throughout her life, she was 
actively involved in political and 
societal affairs advocating for so-
cial reform to aid the low-income 
and working classes. Her match 
with Franklin may not have been 
one of great love but was perhaps 
the greatest marital partnership 
in American history. Rather than 
taking the conventional role as 
White House hostess in her hu-
band’s administration, Eleanor 
was an active advocate for several 
causes championed during FDR’s 
time in office, changing the role 
of the FLOTUS forever.  

Eleanor actively spoke out 
against Jim Crow laws in the 
South and child labor in Ameri-
can cities, advocating for work-
ers’ and women’s rights. Even 
after her husband’s death, she re-
mained in the spotlight, serving 
as the U.S. delegate to the United 
Nations, advocating for human 
rights on the international stage. 
By the time of her death in 1962, 
she had written 27 books and 
over 8,000 newspaper articles. 
She was, and remains to this day, 
one of the greatest Americans to 
ever aid the nation and enact so-
cietal reform. 

On Oct. 15, 1951, 70 years ago, 
“I Love Lucy” premiered on CBS, 
catapulting Lucille Ball and her 
real-life husband, Desi Arnaz, 
into the Hollywood spotlight. 

The 1950s was the first decade 
where television entertainment 
came to be. In the post-war boom, 
Americans no longer needed to 
schlep to the movie theaters for 
a slice of Hollywood entertain-
ment, when instead, they could 
find it right in their living rooms.  

Filmed in black and white in 

front of a live studio audience, “I 
Love Lucy” marked the arrival of 
the sitcom to the TV screen. “I 
Love Lucy” told the story of Lucy 
Ricardo (Ball) and her band-
leading husband Ricky (Arnaz) 
in their Manhattan apartment. 
With the help of Fred Mertz (Wil-
liam Frawley) and his wife, Ethel 
(Vivian Vance), Lucy schemes to 
find stardom no matter what her 
husband tells her. 

The series would go on to win 
five Emmy Awards and remained 
the most popular show in Amer-
ica for four years out of its six-
year run. Particularly the show’s 
physical humor (like the iconic 
candy-wrapping conveyor belt 
scene) would live on and become 
a permanent piece of pop cul-
ture history long after the show 
wrapped production. 

On Oct. 11, 1971, 50 years ago, 
John Lennon’s “Imagine” is re-
leased, becoming an anthem of 
the era and one of the most influ-
ential songs of the 20th century. 

Lennon first made his way into 
the hearts of American music 
fans when Beatlemania swept the 
nation in the early 1960s. As the 
times changed over the turbulent 
decade, the Beatles and Lennon 
changed with it, evolving their 
sound to fit the moods of music 
fans worldwide. 

After the breakup of the leg-
endary pop group, Lennon 
launched a solo career with sev-
eral successful albums and sin-
gles, though none more commer-
cially and critically successful 
than “Imagine.” Co-written by 
his wife, Yoko Ono (though she 
didn’t receive credit until 2017), 
Lennon’s single was an overnight 
sensation that fell in line with the 
public cry against the Vietnam 
War.  

What makes Lennon’s song 
unique, however, is the fact that 
Lennon never explicitly mentions 

any of the conflicts of the times. 
Rather than crafting a weapon to 
fuel political opposition, “Imag-
ine” adopts an idealistic, human-
istic view of world, asking people 
to dream of a world where all 
people can live in peace. 

Exactly a half century later, 

Lennon’s masterwork has stood 
the test of time, just as relevant 
today as it was in the 1970s. The 
word “Imagine” is inscribed at 
the Strawberry Fields memorial 
to Lennon in Central Park, forev-
er tying the artist to his genera-
tion-defining music.  

[Eleanor 
Roosevelt] was, 
and remains to 
this day, one of 

the greatest Amer-
icans to ever aid 
the nation and 
enact societal 

reform. 
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Box Office Breakdown: James 
Bond shakes up the charts 

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
STAFF WRITER 
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

The finale of the Daniel Craig-
helmed James Bond saga, “No 
Time to Die” opened at No. 11 at 
the box office this past weekend, 
grossing just over $56 million. I 
severely overestimated the open-
ing of this film, as I predicted a 
gross slightly below $100 million. 

Coming off the raucous pre-
miere of “Venom: Let There 
Be Carnage” two weeks ago, 
which opened over $90 million, 
I thought the Bond finale could 
possibly match that number—es-
pecially because the movie had 
been overperforming interna-
tionally, where it opened the pre-
vious weekend. Ultimately, Bond 
as a franchise has always been 
more successful internationally 
than domestically, so I shouldn’t 
have expected such a high gross. 
With its international success, 
“No Time to Die” has cleared $300 
million worldwide, and  we could 
still see it reach a fairly high total 
domestically as well. 

In second place this weekend 
is last week’s leader, “Venom: Let 
There Be Carnage.” Unfortunate-
ly for “Venom,” it took a bit of a 
dive this week, dropping 64% to 
gross around $32 million. Though 
the overperforming opening 
weekend certainly factored into 
this large drop, this must temper 
our expectations for its final do-
mestic total. While a $220 million 
total was in play last weekend, 
now I think “Venom: Let There 
Be Carnage” will only reach $210 
million at the domestic box office. 

Coming in third place this past 
weekend is the animated film 
“The Addams Family 2.” This 

film employed a dual release 
strategy of premiering in theaters 
and on video-on-demand simul-
taneously. This has not seemed 
to hamper its box office progress, 
as the film grossed another $10 
million this weekend. If the film 
can continue to put together sub-
50% holds, we could see it gross 
around $50-60 million domesti-
cally, a success for a relatively in-
expensive animated film.  

In fourth and fifth place this 
weekend are domestic box-office 
champion “Shang-Chi and the 
Legend of the Ten Rings” and 
box-office failure “The Many 
Saints of Newark,” respective-
ly. The Marvel superhero flick 
grossed about $4.2 million this 
weekend, while the prequel mob-
ster film grossed just south of $1.5 
million. “Shang-Chi” creeps ever 
closer to $220 million with its 
gross this weekend, while “The 
Many Saints of Newark” is strug-
gling to get to $10 million domes-
tically. Truly, this is a tale of two 
stories at the box office. 

Next weekend comes the wide 
release of two new films domesti-
cally, “Halloween Kills” and “The 
Last Duel.” 

“Halloween Kills” is the sequel 
to 2018’s “Halloween,” which in 
itself is a reboot of 1978’s “Hallow-
een.” The 2018 film grossed over 
$255 million worldwide, includ-
ing about $160 million domesti-
cally. Though I don’t expect this 
film to gross a total that large, I 
think a debut in the range of $40-
50 million is certainly in play. 

The second film premiering 
this weekend is Ridley Scott’s 
“The Last Duel.” The film boasts 
an impressive cast, starring Matt 
Damon, Adam Driver, Jodie Com-

er and Ben Affleck. The period 
piece setting and the dramatic 
nature of the film should make 
us temper our box office expec-

This weekend, “No Time to Die” opened at No. 11 at the box office. Already clearing $300 million worldwide, 
there is still time for the film to do better domestically. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

tations for this film, thus I only 
expect an opening between $7-10 
million. 

All that being said, nothing is 

definite until next Monday. There 
will be winners and there will be 
losers, but that is life at the box 
office. 

After the reboot of the 1978 horror film “Halloween” 
in 2018, “Halloween Kills” comes to theatres next 
weekend.  The 2018 film grossed $160 million domes-
tically, so there’s a chance the 2021 sequel could 
perform well in the box office. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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Photo of the Day | The hand of the past

Crossword

DYK?

The Whitney House on Storrs Road is the oldest building on the UConn Storrs campus. The house was built in 1864 and is currently unoccupied. PHOTO BY ALEX LEO, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILLY 
CAMPUS

Bananas grow upside-
down.

THERE USED TO BE 
ACTIVE VOLCANOES ON 
THE MOON.

FACTS COURTESY OF READER’S DIGEST

Sudoku

Solution to Monday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

10/12/21

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 12, 2021

ACROSS
1 Crosses by 

wading
6 Bag-checking 

org.
9 Juice buy

14 Spreads used 
instead of butter

15 Bar passer, briefly
16 Latin bears
17 Crude carrier
19 De La Garza of 

“FBI”
20 “Stop stalling!”
21 Like a stunt pilot’s 

maneuvers
23 Disfigure
24 Part of an act
26 Notable biblical 

birth
28 “Inferno” poet
30 Tour de France 

saison
31 Gem set by itself
35 “She loves you” 

followers, in song
39 What may be 

before now?
40 Old nuclear agcy.
41 Chicago winter 

hrs.
43 Statesman with 

an eponymous 
jacket

44 Court case
46 It’s useless to 

argue with one
49 Predicament
51 “Speed Racer” 

genre
52 Hikers’ flasks
56 Serena’s sister
59 Time to 

remember
60 Twist in pain
62 Barbershop 

sound
64 Kaka’ako crooner
66 Dramatic 

descents, and a 
hint to each set of 
circles

68 Prenatal test, 
informally

69 Circus closing?
70 Pigeon shelters
71 Like starfish
72 Legal thing
73 It’s quite a blast

DOWN
1 __ chain
2 Hodgepodges

3 Bit of antiquity
4 Punctuational 

symbol of 
completeness

5 U.S. ID issuer
6 Word before 

heart or heed
7 Less lax
8 Skylit courts
9 Good thing to 

spend with one’s 
kids

10 Internet  
acronym

11 “Ditto”
12 Approached 

aggressively
13 Lachrymose
18 Swaying hip-hop 

dance
22 Downed
25 “Rebel  

Without a  
Cause” co-star

27 Sign of success
29 Clock sound
31 Collector’s goal
32 Yossarian’s 

“Catch-22” 
tentmate

33 Island garland
34 Janet Yellen’s 

field: Abbr.
36 Physicians’ org.

37 Scary “2001” 
computer

38 Fifth of a musical 
series

42 Desk chair 
feature

45 Admiral’s rear
47 ’70s tennis star 

Ilie
48 Two fins
50 Gen-__
52 Aromatic closet-

lining wood

53 Barbecue draw
54 Child minder
55 Fertilizer 

compound
57 Act in concert
58 Angle  

calculations
61 Escaping-steam 

sound
63 Verbal nudge
65 Step on it, 

quaintly
67 BYU or NYU

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

 By Alan Olschwang 10/12/21
Monday’s Puzzle Solved

10/12/21 Dogs sniff good smells 
with their left nostril.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
HAD A PET HYENA.



Sports
Tuesday, October 12, 2021 • DailyCampus.com 09

Alabama’s Anderson: ‘We’re in our own way right now’
AP — Will Anderson Jr. thought 

a close call against Florida would 
be “a real eye-opener” for Ala-
bama at the time. Now, he’s not so 
sure the message sunk in.

Not after the fifth-ranked Crim-
son Tide lost 41-38 to a Texas A&M 
team that had been on a two-game 
losing streak.

“I don’t think it was taken seri-
ously,” Anderson, Alabama’s star 
linebacker, said Monday. “I mean, 
as you can see, after Florida — 
which was a close game — we end 
up losing this game.

“I think together as a team we 
really just have to focus. I think 
that’s the biggest thing,” Ander-
son said. “I just feel like as if it’s 
really nothing else other teams 
are doing, I just think it’s just us, 
we’re in our own way right now.”

Alabama (5-1, 2-1 Southeastern 
Conference) dropped from the No. 
1 spot and left no margin for error 
in its league title and playoff am-
bitions entering Saturday night’s 
visit to Mississippi State (3-2, 1-1). 
Texas A&M climbed back into the 
poll at No. 21.

The Tide had only been really 
tested once before, winning 31-29 
over Florida in the Swamp.

The short-term priorities are 
correcting the array of issues that 
plagued Alabama, everything 
from red zone offense to pass rush 
to pass protection.

Alabama, which had won a re-
cord 100 straight against ranked 
opponents, only has one more Top 
25 opponent remaining. That’s No. 
17 Arkansas on Nov. 20 at Bry-
ant-Denny Stadium.

Tide coach Nick Saban thinks 
the key this week is making sure 
the players and coaches “respond 
the right way to the things that 
[they] need to fix.”

Then there’s the mental aspects 
for a team that hasn’t lost back to 
back regular season games since 

dropping the final four in 2007, 
Saban’s debut season.

Some players, like Anderson, 
haven’t had to rebound from a loss 
since they arrived in Tuscaloosa. 
After all, they went undefeated en 
route to a national title last sea-
son.

Saban wants them to remember 
the feeling, something he has in 

13 of 14 passes for a 24-10 lead.
The Tide defense, meanwhile, 

didn’t produce a sack and wasn’t 
credited with any quarterback hur-
ries. Alabama had a chance to take 
the lead in the fourth quarter but 
passed three straight times after get-
ting first and goal from the 3 and set-
tled for a field goal to pull to within 
31-30.

starting quickly this season, but 
managed only a field goal on 
the next six possessions after a 
touchdown on the opening drive. 
The Aggies had three sacks in the 
second quarter and four in the 
game.

Texas A&M quarterback Zach 
Calzada picked apart the secondary 
in the first half, when he completed 

the past referred to as not wanting 
to “waste a failure”.

“So when I say how do we re-
spond to this, that’s what I’m 
talking about, you know, how do 
you respond to the feeling that 
you had when you didn’t have 
success and what are you willing 
to do to fix it,” Saban said.

Alabama has been adept at 

Texas A&M wide receiver Demond Demas (1) gets away from Alabama linebacker Christian Harris (8) during the first quarter of an NCAA college 
football game Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021, in College Station, Texas. PHOTO BY SAM CRAFTE/AP

Ovechkin begins 5-year contract chasing Gretzky’s goals mark
ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — 

Wayne Gretzky’s 894 career goals 
has for a long time been one of 
hockey’s hallowed numbers, re-
cord that would never be broken 
with scoring in the NHL so dif-
ferent now.

But great players will keep com-
ing after the “Great One.” Alex 
Ovechkin is ready to take his shot.

Ovechkin starts a new five-year 
contract with the Washington 
Capitals with 730 goals, 165 away 
from passing Gretzky. The Rus-
sian superstar is 36 and would 
need to score at a pace never be-
fore seen from an older player to 
approach that mark by the time 
his contract is up.

“You never know,” Ovechkin 
said after signing the $47.5 mil-
lion deal. “I’m going to try (my) 
best. That’s why I want to play 
five more years. To have a chance 
to catch the ‘Great One,’ why 
not?”

Age and health are his biggest 
obstacles. Ovechkin has been ab-
surdly durable during his career, 
especially for a 6-foot-3 pow-
er forward who’s not afraid to 
throw his body around, but the 
seven games he missed to injury 
late last season are more than the 
previous decade combined.

The hard-shooting Russian 
suffered a lower-body injury in 
Washington’s exhibition finale, 
though coach Peter Laviolette 
hopes his captain plays in the 
opener and does not expect him 
to be out long term.

No matter how long the ab-
sence, it’s the kind of thing Gretz-
ky thinks Ovechkin will need to 
avoid.

“You’ve got to get a little bit 
lucky in the sense that you want 
to stay away from injuries as 
much as possible,” said Gretz-
ky, who will get a front-row seat 
for Ovechkin’s chase as part of 
TNT’s new studio team cover-
ing the NHL. “And I don’t just 
mean missing game injuries. I’m 
talking about nagging injuries 
where your knee is sore or your 
ankle’s sore or your shoulder’s 
sore, but you play through that. If 
he can stay healthy, I think this is 

skilled offensive players ready to 
dish Ovechkin the puck.

Ovechkin will take his shot but 
acknowledged, “If I’m going to be 
second, it’s a pretty good number, 
as well.” He just needs 72 goals 
for sole possession of second, but 
Gretzky believes Ovechkin will 
be atop the list by the time he re-
tires.

“He’s definitely got a legitimate 
shot,” Gretzky said. “I’m one of 
his biggest fans, and it’s only 
good for the game if he can break 
the record. He just has to be re-
laxed, and it’s going to take two, 
three, four years but eventually 
he’s probably going to break the 
record.”

the greatest thing for the game.”
Ovechkin needs to average 33 

goals a season to get to 895 over the 
next five seasons, but he’s also try-
ing to keep up with Father Time. 
Gretzky put up 21 goals at age 36, 
and Ovechkin probably needs to 
clear 40 goals this season and next 
season to have a legitimate chance.

General manager Brian Ma-
cLellan senses that Ovechkin is 
energized, motivated to chase the 
record and in good shape to try it.

“He has a passion for the game, 
for goal-scoring, and I think 
that’ll carry over over the next 
five years,” MacLellan said.

No one has ever doubted that. 
Ovechkin’s unbridled joy after 

scoring goals became one of the 
most endearing things about the 
NHL coming out of the 2004-05 
lockout that wiped out an entire 
season.

Ovechkin does not harbor the 
same enthusiasm for repeated-
ly answering questions about 
Gretzky’s record or climbing up 
the career list. He’s one back of 
Marcel Dionne for fifth and could 
realistically pass Brett Hull (741) 
and Jaromir Jagr (766) this season 
to put himself in third, behind 
only Gretzky and Gordie Howe.

“Let’s don’t look too far,” 
Ovechkin said. “Game by game, 
step by step.”

Ovechkin’s teammates are glad 

to be along for the ride and aiding 
in his quest. Winger Tom Wilson 
guesses “there’s going to be some 
pressure on his linemates to get 
him the puck.” That’s no pres-
sure for longtime running mate 
Nicklas Backstrom, who has as-
sisted on 269 of Ovechkin’s goals 
since entering the league in 2008.

“I absolutely think it’s realis-
tic,” Backstrom said of Ovech-
kin’s record pursuit. “If anyone 
can do it, it’s him. That’s the kind 
of hunger he’s got, and that’s the 
kind of goal-scorer he is.”

Having a good team around him 
helps. The Capitals are built to con-
tend for at least two or three more 
seasons, and there’s no shortage of 

At left, in a Sept. 29, 2021, file photo, Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin (8) skates during the first period of an NHL preseason hockey 
game against the New Jersey Devils in Washington. At right, in a Saturday, Jan. 27, 1996, file photo, Los Angeles Kings’ Wayne Gretzky passes 
during an NHL hockey game against the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, in Inglewood, California. Alex Ovechkin starts a new five-year contract ready 
to chase Wayne Gretzky’s career goals record that long seemed unbreakable. The Washington Capitals captain has 730 goals and needs 165 to 
pass Gretzky. FILE PHOTO/AP
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Photo of the Day | Rising up once again

The Huskies suffer a 2-1 loss against the Boston University Terriers on Friday, Oct. 8, at the XL Center in Hartford. The Terriers were able to protect the lead they gained from scor-
ing twice late in the third period to come away with the win, leading the Huskies to lose this Hockey East opener. The following night, UConn was able to come out with a bang, closing 
their series with Boston University with a 6-1 win on the road at Agganis Arena.     PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

American Hockey League to 
have 10 female officials this year

Boston Marathon men’s 
wheelchair champ has 
costly wrong turn

In this Sept. 6, 2019, file photo, linesman Kirsten Welsh watches at center ice as Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Boston Bruins players take the ice, preparing to play in the Sabres prospects hockey tournament in Buffa-
lo, New York.  PHOTO BY JOHN WAWROW/AP

AP — Ten female officials will 
work games in the American 
Hockey League this season, the 
highest level that women have 
reached in that position in pro-
fessional hockey.

Katie Guay on Saturday will 
become the first woman to ref-
eree an AHL game. Guay, fellow 
referees Kelly Cooke, Jacqueline 
Zee Howard, Laura White, Sa-
mantha Hiller, Elizabeth Mantha 
and Amanda Tasson and lines-
people Kendall Hanley, Kirsten 
Welsh and Alexandra Clarke are 
among 17 new AHL officials this 
season.

“It’s been on our radar for a 
while now,” AHL president and 
CEO Scott Howson told The As-
sociated Press by phone Mon-
day. “They’ve got good experi-
ence. Whether it’s Olympics, 
college hockey — both men’s and 
women’s — they’ve done some 
NHL prospect tournaments. It’s 
just time now for them to grad-
uate into a higher level of pro 
hockey.”

Many of the women partic-
ipated in officiating combines 
run by the NHL and AHL in re-
cent years. Guay, Cooke, Welsh 
and Hanley were also selected 

to work NHL prospect tourna-
ments in 2019.

All 10 female officials went 
through a mentorship program 
last year run by the NHL and NHL 
Officiating Association, which 
supplemented the on- and off-ice 
training many got from combines.

Working in the AHL is anoth-
er step toward the possibility 
of female officials in the NHL, 
much like the NFL and NBA al-
ready have.

“This is a huge step, all of 
these women going into profes-
sional hockey,” NHL director 
of officiating Stephen Walkom 
said. “They’ve all earned it and 
should be recognized for it.”

The NHL and AHL have 
worked closely to develop a pipe-
line for officials, both men and 
women, to move through the pro 
ranks. The women’s world hock-
ey championship was another 
place for NHL scouting and de-
velopment director Al Kimmel to 
unearth talent for the officiating 
side.

That scouting now moves to 
AHL rinks this season.

“Everybody that works in the 
American Hockey League is a 
prospect from an officiating side 

because our scouting and de-
velopment team is there and we 
get to see them to see how they 
manage professional hockey, 
how they call the game, can they 
keep up with the pace of profes-
sional hockey because it’s the 
second best league in the world,” 
Walkom said. “From our side, 
we want to support them in this 
next step, and, sure, we hope that 
one day we have both men and 
women conquering the American 
Hockey League so that we have 
a great supply of officials all in 
turn for the NHL.”

Howson pointed to Kim Ng 
becoming the first female gen-
eral manager in Major League 
Baseball and strides in hockey 
scouting and development, and 
hopes the AHL adding female 
officials shows how opportuni-
ties for women are growing in 
the sport.

“It’s opening up doors,” How-
son said. “We all play at the 
highest level we can, and then 
sometimes we’re just not able to 
advance as far as we want, and 
this is another way where you 
can take a different path and get 
to a different level, a higher lev-
el.”

Marcel Hug, left, and Manuela Schar, both of Switzerland, pose after 
winning the wheelchair divisions of the 125th Boston Marathon on 
Monday, Oct. 11, 2021, in Boston. PHOTO BY WINSLOW TOWNSON/AP

BOSTON (AP) — Marcel Hug, 
the men’s wheelchair champion 
at the 125th Boston Marathon, 
will now always remember the 
words that locals recite when 
discussing the final mile of the 
race.

“Right onto Hereford, left onto 
Boylston.”

Too bad for Hug, he didn’t 
make that right turn. Instead, he 
followed the lead vehicle up Com-
monwealth Avenue before head-
ing back onto Hereford Street.

Hug was on a record pace 
Monday morning and earned 

but it happens.”
T-shirts are sold capturing 

that final-mile phrase of the race, 
coming in the traditional blue-
and-yellow colors that stretch 
across the Boylston Street finish 
line.

“I went straight behind the 
lead car instead of a right turn,” 
Hug said.

Hug was part of Swiss sweep 
in the wheelchair divisions. 
Manuela Schar, 36, won the 
women’s division at 1:35:21 and 
earned $25,000.

“Yeah, that makes the race 

$25,000 with his fifth Boston 
Marathon title. But he lost out on 
a $50,000 bonus that comes with 
any course record.

The 35-year-old Hug, from 
Switzerland, wound up finish-
ing in 1 hour, 18 minutes, 11 sec-
onds. He set the course record of 
1:18:04 in 2017.

“I would say it cost me 20 sec-
onds and it should have been 
possible to get the record, for 
sure,” he said.

“It should not have happened. 
It’s my fault,” he said. “I was just 
focusing on my performance. I 
didn’t think about that. It’s sad, 

even better,” she said. “It was 
great to do it with Marcel.”

The victory ended up being 
somewhat bittersweet for Hug.

“It’s a little both, it’s a mix-
ture,” he said when asked if he 
was disappointed or happy with 
the victory. “At the moment I’m 
really upset. I hope in an hour, 
two hours, I’ll feel more happy. I 
know the performance was good, 
I’m very happy, very satisfied.”

But it’s a costly turn he’ll re-
member. Maybe a phrase, too.

“It’s my fault,” he said. “I 
should go right, but I followed 
the car.
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Women’s Volleyball: UConn beats Villanova, falls to Georgetown  

Group Stage: Korea wins Groups Day One 

by Dylan Haviland
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.haviland@uconn.edu

by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR 
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut 
women’s volleyball team split its 
weekend road games this week-
end, winning its first match 
against Villanova and falling in 
its second to Georgetown. With 
this split, UConn is now 12-6 
overall in the season and 4-2 in 
Big East conference play. 

The weekend started with a 
match against Villanova on Fri-
day, where the Huskies claimed a 
3-1 victory. The first set was tight 
until about halfway through, when 
the Wildcats started to pull away, 
going on a 5-0 run to claim victo-
ry. Ready to counter, UConn held 
a lead throughout the second set, 
which featured 10 Caylee Parker 
kills, six of which proved crucial 
down the stretch to tie the match.  

The next set saw UConn and 
Villanova trade runs, with the 
Wildcats leading 23-20 late. But 
with great teamwork and a few 
attacking errors from Villanova, 
the Huskies were able to take the 
set and a commanding 2-1 lead. 
The fourth was all Wildcats ear-
ly, as they led 17-11 at the midway 
point. However, UConn brought 
the set to a 19-19 tie, thanks to 
three kills from Jasmine Davis. 
Each team fought to take a lead, 
trading scores until the Huskies 
were finally able to pull away and 
win the last three points to claim 
the match. 

Parker finished the day with a 
season-high 18 kills, while Davis 
finished with 10. Madi Whitmire 
recorded 38 assists in the match.  

The next day, UConn settled in 
to face another Big East rival, the 
Georgetown Hoyas. Coming into 
the match, Georgetown was 0-4 
in conference play and hungry to 
claim its first win of the season. 
The first set was contested ear-

Middle blocker/rightside hitter Kennadie Jake-Turner (6) and outside hitter Jasmine Davis (23) both jump for the ball during the the UConn Wom-
en’s vs. Seton Hall volleyball game on Friday, Sept. 24, at Gampel Pavilion. The Huskies beat the Seton Hall Pirates three sets to none. PHOTO BY IZZI 
BARTON, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

ly, but thanks to some kills from 
Parker and Kennadie Jake-Turn-
er, UConn began to pull away and 
eventually took a 1-0 lead. 

The second set saw the Hoyas 
in control early, but once again 
the Huskies staged a comeback 
and took a one-point lead halfway 
through. However, Georgetown 

was able to steal the momentum 
back, going on a run of its own 
to tie the match at one set apiece. 
UConn went on a 5-0 run to start 
the third set, but ended up on the 
wrong side of a 13-3 Hoyas streak 
that flipped the match and gave 
Georgetown a 2-1 lead on the day. 

The final set was a battle, with 

any lead being ripped away just as 
quickly as it was built. The teams 
continued to fight late into the 
bout, as UConn was able to stifle a 
24-22 Georgetown lead and length-
en the game. A Parker kill gave the 
Huskies a 26-25 lead, but the Hoyas 
fought off match point and claimed 
its own victory 29-27. UConn was 

led by a season-high 15 kills from 
Jake-Turner, and both Davis and 
Parker recorded double-doubles in 
the losing effort.  

The Huskies will return to 
Gampel Pavilion on Thursday to 
face Providence, the first match 
of a four-game homestand con-
cluding this weekend.

Pictured above is team DAWMON Gaming, who won the World Championship in 2020. This year, they crushed FunPlus Phoenix.   PHOTO COURTESY 
ESPORTS NEWS NETWORK

The first day of the Group 
Stage of the League of Legends 
World Championship was not 
surprising. It was almost a feat 
in and of itself, considering the 
day included games from every 
single team and every single 
group, eight games in all. 

The day opened with one of the 
most exciting matchups: DAM-
WON Gaming, last year’s World 
Champions, vs. FunPlus Phoe-
nix, the winners in 2019. This 
29-minute game was the story of 

DAMWON and their midlaner, 
ShowMaker. ShowMaker showed 
off his LeBlanc skills, proving 
why he was the most played 
champion this summer, en route 
to a 6-0-10 performance. 

The absolute slaughter by 
DAMWON showed off the Kore-
an squad’s impressive play, and 
what would prove to be one of 
the most important picks of the 
day, Yuumi. The cat-on-a-book 
proved majorly influential in the 
day’s activities, played in four 
games and banned in another 
two games. She was the first pick 
in two of the games she played 

in, showing how important the 
pros view her as. 

Later, Gen.G faced off against 
LNG. It was the first showing at 
Worlds for the Chinese team that 
made a miracle run to qualify in 
the first place, and unfortunate-
ly, was not the showing fans had 
hoped for. Gen.G’s BDD bullied 
LNG’s icon in the mid lane and 
put the enemy Sylas behind early 
and often.  

There just didn’t seem to be 
a starting point for the Chinese 
team, who gave up just eight 
kills but lost in a game that felt 
very firmly Gen.G’s from mo-

ment one. No amount of effort 
from LNG could stabilize the 
game, which ended with just one 
turret and three kills. 

It was a good day for Korea. 
DAMWON’s win was followed 
by a win from Hanwha Life Es-
ports, who beat Fnatic. It could 
have been better, given Fnatic is 
missing ADC Upset, who Fnatic 
announced on Sunday would not 
be playing until further notice 
due to an undisclosed family sit-
uation. Still, it was a good start 
for the team that just got out of 
play-ins over the weekend.

T1 added to the Korean dom-

inance by claiming victory over 
DetonatioN FocusMe, the Jap-
anese team that qualified from 
play-ins last week as the first 
LJL team in history to make it to 
groups. They were murdered by 
T1, giving up 22 kills while get-
ting just two of their own and 
losing in less than 20 minutes.  

One of the most interesting 
games of the day was Word’s 
first Europe vs. North America 
match-up. MAD Lions and Team 
Liquid faced off later in the day, 
in a matchup that felt far closer 
than most of the games on day 
one. The turning point came 
courtesy of MAD. Team Liquid 
had overextended in the mid 
lane late in the game after suc-
cessfully taking back the lead 
MAD had taken in the mid. 

Liquid was retreating after a 
failed attempt to attack MAD’s 
bases gave up a kill. But MAD, 
especially midlaner Humanoid, 
went under TL’s turret trying to 
punish their retreat and ended 
up getting wiped in a play that 
handed the victory to the North 
American team. NA’s lead in their 
rivalry with EU did not last, how-
ever, as the final game of the day 
saw Cloud9 fall to Rogue in the 
group of death and returned that 
particular rivalry to a 1-1.  

The actual shape of the groups 
may take form in Day 2. Every 
team will again play one game, be-
ginning with a Group B matchup 
between T1 of Korea and EDG of 
China. That matchup could decide 
who becomes the favorite to win 
that group, given those two teams 
are predicted to make it out.  

For now, though, everything is 
still up in the air. One game can 
certainly set the stage for how a 
team will do, but the only thing 
that proves if those predictions 
are right is who stands tall at the 
end and makes the top eight. No 
matter how good or bad any of 
these teams are today, eight of 
them will make it. The only ques-
tion is whether any of the under-
dog teams are able to unseat the 
favorites, or if Korea and China 
are looking at a very interesting 
playoff bracket. 
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@uconnhuskies
Students! You’re gonna want to be here 
Friday night! The #UConnFirstNight ticket 
claim is OPEN!
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ESPN MMA 
@espnmma
Leon Edwards and Jorge Masvidal 
will meet at UFC 269 on Dec. 11, UFC 
Chief Business Officer Hunter Camp-
bell told @bokoamotoESPN

UConn Volleyball
@UConnVB
Fired up to be back home. We’ve got a 
big week ahead with matches against 
Providence and Creighton. Can’t wait 
to have Gampel rocking again!

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Field Hockey 
Sunday

8 0

Men’s Soccer: Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Morrone Stadium

vs.

Football: Saturday, 12 p.m.
Rentschler Field

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Stratton’s Take: UConn Football’s loss to UMass 
signifies the end of the season 

Field Hockey: Team bus proves to be biggest foe in dominant weekend sweep 

by Stratton Stave 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu  

by Jonathan Synott 
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR 
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu 

Not even a broken-down bus could 
stop the Huskies from completing 
their second weekend sweep of the 
year.  

After transportation troubles that 
delayed the start of Friday’s game 
against Quinnipiac, UConn (unlike 
the bus) swiftly arrived at its desti-
nation of a 7-7 season record (3-1 Big 
East), its fi rst time being a .500 team 
since Sept. 19. Connecticut took down 
the Bobcats (1-10, 0-4 Big East) 1-0, and 
then handled Boston University (2-11, 
0-3 Patriot League)  8-0. 

The fi rst game was a lot closer than 
expected, as the Huskies took care of 
business in every department except 
scoring. UConn doubled and tripled 
Quinnipiac’s numbers in total shots 
and shots on goal, respectively. With 
Connecticut a nationally ranked team 
and Quinnipiac only winning a single 
contest this year, all signs pointed to 
this game being a blowout. Despite 
this, the fi nal score was 1-0, as the 
Huskies couldn’t get much going.  

The star of the show was freshman 
Madi Herb, who scored the fi rst goal 
of her collegiate career just nine min-
utes into the game, thanks to an assist 
from Abby Gooderham. Thankfully, 
that was all  UConn needed to walk 
away from this one victorious. 

The Huskies’ defense locked it 
down yet again, earning their fi fth 
shutout of the year. Keeper Cheyenne 
Sprecher dominated, picking up three 
saves in the win. 

In their 23-year history, UConn is 
now 20-0 against the Bobcats, having 

shown continued success and domi-
nance over Quinnipiac’s program. Of 
those 20 wins, 15 of them are shutouts. 
The narrow 1-0 victory is the closest 
contest they’ve had since the Huskies’ 
2-1 victory back in 2014. 

For as much as UConn couldn’t get 
things going in the fi rst game, man, 
did they make up for it in the second, 
beating Boston University  8-0 in al-
pha dog fashion. 

From the jump, it looked like an-
other 1-0 win for the Huskies. In the 
fi rst quarter and much of the second, 
Connecticut couldn’t get much going 
off ensively while shutting it down on 
the defensive end. It took 23 minutes  
after the fi rst score, with breakout 
freshman Sophia Ugo earning her 
fourth goal of the year. 

For her and the rest of the Huskies? 
This was just the beginning. 

Ugo notched her second of the game 
three minutes later, this time off  of a 
penalty corner that slipped by each of 
the defenders and Terriers goalie Car-
oline Kelly. This momentum carried 
over into the second half, where it was 
nothing short of a feeding frenzy. Con-
sistent striker McKenna Sergi scored 
her fi fth goal of the year, while soph-
omore Morgan Kaufmann earned the 
fi rst of her collegiate career along with 
three assists. Jessica Dembrowski got 
her fi fth of the season, and Madi Herb 
started a running two-game scoring 
streak with her second of 2021. 

In the fourth quarter, the Huskies 
kept pouring it on, with Ugo earn-
ing the fi rst hat trick of her career, as 
well as the fi rst for the team all sea-
son. Claire Jandewerth picked up her 
fourth goal of the year in the 48th min-

ute, a score which would prove to be 
the last of the contest.  

 After all was said and done, Con-
necticut had scored eight goals in its 
fi rst real off ensive explosion all year. 
This was much needed for the squad, 
since the most they had scored in a 
game this season was less than half of 
Sunday’s count. 

The defense held up very well yet 
again in this one. Sprecher added an-
other four saves to her running tally 
of 84 on the year. While the team al-

Forward Jessica Dembrowski (2) faces a player from Boston University during the Huskies vs Terries game 
on Sunday, Oct. 10 at the George J. Sherman Family Sports Complex. The Huskies dominated their matchup 
snatching an 8-0 win.  PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

lowed 10 shots, the Huskies applied 
more of a comfortable playstyle, since 
the off ense was taking care of busi-
ness all game long.  

This loss was Boston University’s 
10th straight on the season as the 
Terriers have had a rough stretch of 
games. UConn is now 36-8 against the 
team all-time, expanding their cur-
rent win streak to 15 games. In their 
storied history, this is the largest mar-
gin of victory for either team. Between 
them and Quinnipiac, the Huskies 

have been asserting their dominance 
once again over these sub-par teams. 

This weekend marks the fi rst this 
season without any Top-25 matchups 
for Connecticut, giving the team a lit-
tle breather before the tough stretch 
of games leading up to the postseason. 
On Friday, they travel to Pennsylva-
nia on Friday to take on Big East rival 
Villanova. The Huskies will contin-
ue their road trip on Sunday, where 
they will face a tough opponent, No. 8 
Maryland. 

As I watched in agony as the 
University of Massachusetts 
faithful stormed Warren Mc-
Guirk Alumni Stadium in their 
27-13 win over the University of 
Connecticut on Saturday, one 
thing was clear to me: The Hus-
kies’ season is over. 

Prior to this game, my hopes 
were high. Coming off two games 
where UConn lost by a combined 
four points against decent com-
petition, I thought the Huskies 
had a chance in Amherst against 
the lowly Minutemen. This hope 
began to fall apart before the 
game even started when reports 
came out that UConn lost some 
players and staff to COVID-19 
protocols, including fiery head 
coach Lou Spanos. Has Spanos 
won any games this year? No. 
Has he lit an immense fire un-
der the team to get them to com-
pete, even when times have been 
tough? Yes. 

The team missed Spanos badly 
and it showed, with the Huskies 
scoring a total of three points 
across the final three quarters. It 
was as if Spanos was able to give 
the players words of encourage-
ment before the game, but those 
remarks slowly faded as the game 
wore on. 

Given  this contest was against 
a team as bad as UMass, this 
might just have been the worst 
effort in UConn sports history. 
The play-calling was atrocious 

UConn plays against UMass in Amherst, Massachusetts on Saturday, Oct. 9. UMass beat UConn 27-13.   PHOTO 
BY TAYLOR COONAN, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

in the second half, with the team 
seemingly abandoning the pass 
game. Instead they elected to 
frequently rush up the middle, 
something that former coach 
Randy Edsall famously gave fans 
headaches for. The Minutemen 
seemed like they wanted to win 

fourth quarter. UConn let UMa-
ss score in three straight posses-
sions in the final quarter after 
leading the game 10-7 at halftime. 
Down 27-13, UConn’s answer was 
not to march down the field and 
score, but instead to fumble the 
ball on the initial kickoff. After 

UConn has been this year, there 
is no way they should be letting a 
squad that hadn’t won in 742 days 
beat them that badly down the 
stretch. One may argue the Hus-
kies are young and don’t know 
how to win games, but the same 
is true for the Minutemen. To 

FBS team in college football his-
tory. 

With the Yale game looming 
this Saturday, it is a must win 
matchup to avoid claiming the 
above title. It would be quite the 
accomplishment to lose to FCS  
Holy Cross, an FCS-caliber team 
in UMass, and then to FCS Yale, 
all in one winless campaign. Yale 
doesn’t even offer scholarships to 
their players. They would be one 
of, if not the first team, to lose to 
multiple FCS opponents in a sin-
gle season, an outcome that ES-
PN’s FPI deems likely, as it gives 
the Huskies a 40.9% chance to 
beat the Bulldogs. 

As a UConn student who is 
so dedicated to this team, it is 
hard not to be frustrated. I’ve 
watched all seven games and at-
tended four of them, watching 
every single minute of each one, 
even when down by 40 or more 
points. After all remaining hope 
was shattered in Saturday’s dis-
appointment, it has become evi-
dent to me how critical this up-
coming coaching hire is for the 
team. Whoever takes the helm 
next needs to take this program 
to victories so that we’re not 
a perpetual embarrassment. I 
don’t care how they get it done. 
All I’m requesting is a few wins 
every year. Is that too much to 
ask? Possibly. Until then though, 
I’ll have to bear through the 
last five hours of game-time in 
the empty student sections and 
watch the clock slowly tick until 
basketball season is upon us.

actually holding a weak Min-
utemen offense to a three and 
out with just over three minutes 
left, the Huskies couldn’t even 
manage a first down, effectively 
ending the game with a missed 
fourth down conversion. 

Regardless of how ineffective 

put things in perspective, the last 
time UMass won a football game 
before Saturday’s contest, the 
top song on the radio was Lizzo’s 
“Truth Hurts.” This time around, 
the truth hurts in a different way 
for the Huskies, with fans having 
to accept this may be the worst 

more than the Huskies, which 
is never something you want to 
happen in a rivalry game of this 
caliber. 

With Spanos here or not, it 
would have been nice to see some 
fight from the team, but instead 
they just laid over to die in the 
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