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President Biden to visit UConn, deliver speech
at Dodd Center dedication
by Samuel Katz

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

Then Democratic presidential hopefuls Sen. Joseph Biden, D-Del., left, and Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-Conn.,
during a break at a debate at Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H. in 2007. President Joe Biden plans to visit
the University of Connecticut Friday, Oct. 15, 2021. PHOTO BY JIM COLE/AP PHOTO

On Friday Oct. 15, United States
President Joseph R. Biden will give
a speech at the rededication of the
Dodd Center for Human Rights at
the University of Connecticut’s Storrs
campus, formerly the Thomas J.
Dodd Research Center, according to
an email sent by UConn President
Andrew Agwunobi.
“This will be only the second time
in our history that a sitting American president has visited UConn
— the first was President Clinton on
Oct. 15, 1995, to mark The Dodd Center’s opening,” said Agwunobi in the
email.
Attendance is said to be limited
to invitation, but can be accessed
via livestream from both the UConn
website and the White House website.
“President Biden, Senator Dodd
and President Agwunobi will be
joined by UConn students, faculty
and staff as well as members of the
Connecticut Congressional delegation, Governor Ned Lamont, the
UConn Board of Trustees and others,” said an advisory briefing about
the event.
Thomas Dodd was a former U.S.
Senator from Connecticut, who
served as an attorney for the International Military Tribunal at the

Nuremberg Trials, a trial held for
German political and military leaders
accused of war crimes after World
War II.
Thomas Dodd’s sons, Thomas
Dodd Jr. and Christopher Dodd, both
of whom are living, have had long
careers in government. Christopher
Dodd is a retired Connecticut Senator, and Thomas Dodd Jr. served
as US Ambassador to Uruguay and
Costa Rica.
“I’m deeply grateful to UConn for
recognizing me and my family by
dedicating The Dodd Center for Human Rights, and I’m honored that my
good friend President Biden is joining us to mark this occasion,” Senator Christopher J. Dodd said in an
interview, according to the advisory
briefing.
More information about the event
can be found at: https://s.uconn.edu/
doddcenterdedication

“I’m deeply grateful
to UConn for
recognizing me
and my family by
dedicating The Dodd
Center for Human
Rights.”
FMR. SENATOR CHRISTOPHER DODD

UConn Foundation promotes VP,
names him president and CEO
by Naiela Suleiman
STAFF WRITER
naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut Foundation appointed Jake
Lemon as their president and
executive chief executive officer,
according to UConn Today. Since
joining the UConn Foundation,
Lemon has raised support and
funds for all UConn campuses,
its athletic programs and UConn
Health.
“I believe in the power of public
higher education to change lives
and solve some of the world’s
most pressing problems,” Lemon said in UConn Today. “It’s an
honor to serve UConn as an institution that advances social mobility, fosters groundbreaking research and serves as an economic
engine for Connecticut — a state
that my family and I have grown
to love.”
Lemon has served as senior
vice president for development
since 2016. Before joining the
UConn
Foundation,
Lemon
served as a leader at the Florida
State University Foundation for
seven years, also holding prior
positions at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and the
University of Mississippi.
UConn
alumna,
Melinda
Brown, ‘77 (BUS), ‘85 MBA, said
Lemon bleeds blue and is loyal to
UConn Nation.
“The UConn Foundation Board
of Directors is very pleased to
have Jake Lemon as our new
president and CEO,” Brown said

For more...

in UConn Today. “Having joined
us from Florida State, Jake has
been passionate in leading the
development of the organization
to become a high-performing
team, dramatically supporting
the growth in our donations over
the last five years.”
Lemon’s efforts have paid off,
as the UConn Foundation had its
three highest fundraising years
during his time here, including
during the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020 and 2021.
“In the fiscal year that ended
June 30, 2021, the UConn Foundation raised $93.3 million, including $28.5 million for student
scholarships and fellowships,”
Jennifer Huber, UConn Foundation’s director of communications, said in UConn Today.
In addition to fundraising and
staff management responsibilities, Lemon manages the Foundations board of directors on the
development committee, Huber
wrote in UConn Today.
“Jake is a highly effective leader
and respected colleague here at
UConn and we are very pleased
that he has been selected to lead
the UConn Foundation,” Dr. Andrew Agwunobi, interim president of UConn and CEO of UConn Health, said in UConn Today.
“He has a deep appreciation for
our mission and the essential
role philanthropy plays in making a difference in the lives of our
students, the world of our faculty
and the future of our university.
I am looking forward to working
closely with him in his new role.”

dailycampus.com

The UConn Foundation promoted former senior vice president of development, Jake Lemon, to president
and CEO. PHOTO BY MATT HODGKINS/UCONN FOUNDATION VIA UCONN TODAY
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Students react to Some students confused over
family weekend new transfer credit policy
by Amanda McCard
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amanda.mccard@uconn.edu

University of Connecticut students had mixed reactions to
UConn’s annual family weekend,
which occurred Oct. 8 through 10.
The event, which featured a parade, carnival and comedy show,
aimed to welcome students’ visiting parents and family members.
According to Amber Laskos, a
first-semester biomedical engineering major, the weekend offered a nice change from the usual
environment on campus.
“It was pretty fun and I liked
seeing so many people out and
about during the weekend,”
Laskos said.
Laskos explained that during
other weekends at UConn, the
campus is, “dead because everyone is gone.”
Laney Dunn, a first-semester
political science major, identified
Sunday’s carnival as the highlight
of family weekend.
“I think Sunday’s events were

best by far,” Dunn said. “I really
liked the carnival.”
Dunn described the other days’
events as unremarkable, disappointed that activities were unstructured and not overly interesting.
“The rest of the days were sort
of boring and non-engaging,”
she said. “It was kind of all fend
for yourself, it didn’t have a lot of
structure.”
According to Janice Cheng, a
third-semester applied and resource economics major, “I feel
like they could’ve had slightly
more stuff going on because we
had nothing to do.”
Jackson Caldwell, a first-semester chemical engineering major,
was unimpressed by the weekend, especially because his family
didn’t attend.
“It was pretty lame,” Caldwell
said. “It wasn’t nearly as fun if
you didn’t have your parents here.
A lot of the activities were family
oriented so if your parents didn’t
make the trip it was a pretty mediocre weekend.”

Report: Offshore wind
supply chain worth
$109B over 10 years
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) —
A group studying the economics
of offshore wind energy in the
U.S. says building and operating the nascent industry will be
worth $109 billion to businesses
in its supply chain over the next
10 years.
The report by the Special Initiative on Offshore Wind comes
as states on both coasts and the
Gulf of Mexico are moving to
enter or expand their role in the
industry, and are making crucial
decisions on what to spend and
where to spend it.
Multiple states, including New
Jersey, want to become the hub
of the supply chain that will support offshore wind energy in the
U.S., planning and building onshore support sites for manufacturing turbine blades and other
components of wind power.
The group, affiliated with the
University of Delaware, estimated the market at $70 billion just
two years ago, but updated its estimates as the industry continues
to grow quickly.
One caveat: the report notes
that most of the initial components to be used for U.S. offshore
wind projects will come from Europe. It does not attempt to predict when or where a shift might
occur.
The U.S. has set a goal of generating 30 gigawatts of power from

offshore wind by 2030 — enough
to power over 10 million homes.
Supply chain spending is already happening.
On Friday, Orsted and Eversource signed an $86 million
supply chain contract with Riggs
Distler & Company, Inc. to build
foundation components for wind
turbines for New York’s Sunrise
Wind project off Montauk Point
on Long Island that will be able
to power 600,000 homes.
In August, those two companies also signed a deal with Kiewit Offshore Services for the first
American-built offshore wind
substation, which will be a part
of the same Long Island project.
The substation will be constructed in Ingleside, Texas, near Corpus Christi.
“These investments have been
a vision for a long time, but they
are becoming a reality today,”
said Tory Mazzola, an Orsted
spokesman.
New Jersey has often said it
wants to be the east coast hub for
offshore wind, and is building
onshore manufacturing and assembly facilities it hopes will be
used by many projects.
“We believe the offshore wind
industry is going to bring billions
of dollars into New Jersey,” said
Joseph Fiordaliso, president of
the state Board of Public Utilities.
“It’s a lot of money, to be sure.”
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University of Connecticut transfer students reacted to the transfer credit process at the university,
with some students finding the process more confusing than others.
According to the Undergraduate
Admissions website, transfer credits coming from a “regionally accredited, degree granting college or
university,” where the courses are
comparable to those at UConn and
were passed with a ‘C’ minimum
are accepted.
Some examples of courses
deemed ineligible include online
or hybrid laboratory science or foreign language courses, pass or fail
courses and internships or co-ops.
Katelynn Dawson Lalvay, a
third-semester pharmacy and environmental double major, transferred to UConn this semester and
found submitting her transcripts
easy. However, she had confusion
over the 91000-type classes listed on her transfer report and her
community college used a different
system of course labeling. Dawson
Lalvay’s basic classes, such as English and biology, easily transferred
but many classes she took had no
equivalency at UConn.
“I wish it was easier to know
which classes the credits you’re
bringing in may transfer to. The
names of my classes were much
different than UConn’s, and when
you’re first applying or getting settled in, it’s very difficult to figure it
out or challenge a decision on one
of your classes,” Dawson Lalvay
said. “It would also be helpful if
you could have a meeting to discuss
how and why they transferred your

credits the way they did (prior to
your advising appointment).”
Dawson Lalvay also expressed
how advocating for yourself and
your work is important, especially
as a transfer student coming into a
new environment.

“I would say the
people at these
schools really want
you to have a great
experience. They
want to help you, so
I suggest you reach
out to them with
any questions or
concerns.”
MARIA LUCA

“If I had to go through this process again, I would tell myself that
transferring to any school is very
overwhelming. It can feel like going
to a community college first means
the credits you have aren’t as important or good as the ones you’ll
earn here, but that is absolutely not
true,” Dawson Lalvay said. “If you
think a class is equivalent and they
deem it isn’t, you should definitely
challenge that decision and advocate for yourself.”
Credit is awarded in semester
hours and courses are considered
either equivalent or generic. Equivalence means that it comes from the
same department and number as in
the UConn catalog. Generic refers
to courses listed with a 9, followed
by a 5-digit number, meaning it

comes from the same department
as it does at UConn, but there is no
directly matching course.
Maria Luca, a fifth-semester secondary English education major,
had confusion over her general education requirements and whether
or not they counted at UConn. She’s
had to repeat some classes, such as
her first-year writing requirements.
She also had to contact Admissions to waive the online course
disqualification, as she spent the
last year taking mandatory online
courses due to the pandemic.
“One thing I learned is no question is a silly question. I was often
way too afraid to reach out to people
at UConn to ask for help, but transferring is a very stressful process,
especially if you’re going through it
alone,” Luca said. “I would say the
people at these schools really want
you to have a great experience.
They want to help you, so I suggest you reach out to them with any
questions or concerns.”
Students seeking credit after the fact should consult the
transfer course equivalencies
page. Those planning on taking
courses at other institutions are
advised to fill out a Prior Course
Approval before enrolling. The
form can be found in the Student
Administration System (SAS) by
going to the ‘manage classes’ tab
and clicking on ‘prior course approval.’
Transfer credit is posted three
times a year, according to the
website. Fall and Winter terms
have a transcript deadline of Jan.
15; Spring is June 15 and Summer
is Sept. 6.
For additional information,
students should consult the Undergraduate Admissions website.

About 214,500 households to
receive extra food benefits
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) —
More than 214,500 households
across Connecticut will receive
at least $95 in extra monthly food
benefits beginning Friday, the state
Department of Social Services announced on Tuesday.
The additional benefits provided
under the Emergency Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
or SNAP are expected to continue

as long as there are declared state
and federal public health emergencies related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Eligible households in Connecticut will receive the extra food aid
on their Electronic Benefit Transfer or EBT cards. Households that
are already receiving the maximum
monthly SNAP benefit will receive
an extra $95. Those who don’t usu-

ally qualify for the maximum benefit will receive an average of $155
in additional funds, depending on
their individual situation.
Meanwhile, the governor’s office
reported that 234 people remained
hospitalized with COVID-19 on on
Tuesday, with 72 in New Haven
County, 67 in Hartford County, 40
in Fairfield County and 27 in New
London County.

Robinson declines again to
apologize for anti-LGBTQ remarks
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North
Carolina Republican Lt. Gov. Mark
Robinson on Tuesday again declined
to apologize for remarks he made in
June criticizing sexual education in
public schools and likening gay and

transgender people to “filth.”
Robinson held a news conference to respond to criticism earlier
in the day from Democrats, including three LGBTQ lawmakers. He
pushed back on calls from some
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Followers of Maria Lionza’s cult practice ritual

Followers of Maria Lionza’s cult practice a ritual at Sorte Mountain in Venezuela’s Yaracuy state, early Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021, one year after the annual pilgrimage was canceled due
to COVID-19 restrictions. Along with Santeria, Venezuela is home to other folk religions, such as the sect surrounding the Indian goddess Maria Lionza, an indigenous woman who
according to tradition, was born on Sorte Mountain and whose cult has spread to Colombia, Panama, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic and Central America. PHOTO BY MATIAS DELACROIX/AP
PHOTO

$50K fine for excoach in college
scam deal
BOSTON (AP) — Federal prosecutors have promised to drop their
case against a former Wake Forest
University coach charged in the college admissions bribery scandal if he
pays a $50,000 fine and follows certain conditions, according to court
documents unsealed Tuesday.
A deferred prosecution agreement
filed in the case against William Ferguson says that the former coach
accepts responsibility for his role
in the scheme, but that prosecutors
will move to dismiss his case after 24
months if he pays the fine and abides
by the terms of the agreement.
The unveiling of the deal — which
no other defendant charged in the
massive case has received so far —
comes days after prosecutors won
guilty verdicts against two wealthy
parents accused of buying their kids’
way into school as athletic recruits
in the first trial in the high-profile
scandal.
Ferguson was initially scheduled
to go to trial in November along with
Donna Heinel, former University of
Southern California senior associate
athletic director, and ex-USC water
polo coach Jovan Vavic.
U.S. District Judge Indira Talwani
approved the deferred prosecution
agreement on Tuesday and agreed
to delay Ferguson’s case. He was
charged with conspiracy to commit
mail and wire fraud and honest services mail and wire fraud.
Messages seeking comment were
sent to Ferguson’s lawyers and the
U.S. attorney’s office in Boston,
where all the college admissions
scandal cases are being prosecuted.

Prosecutors said in a court filing
that the agreement allows Ferguson
to “demonstrate good conduct” and
“represents an exercise of prosecutorial discretion to forgo prosecution”
of the charge against him.
A “statement of agreed facts” filed
in court says Ferguson agreed in 2016
with the mastermind of the scheme
— admissions consultant Rick Singer — to recruit other coaches to work
with Singer to designate applicants
as recruits in exchange for money for
their athletic programs. Ferguson
tried to persuade coaches at several
schools to work with Singer, according to the filing.
After he was hired as head women’s volleyball coach at the Winston-Salem, North Carolina school,
Ferguson agreed with Singer to help
get an applicant in as a recruit in exchange for “purported donations,”
the filing says. The student had been
put on the school’s wait list.
Singer paid $100,000 to three accounts, including $40,000 to Wake
Forest women’s volleyball and
$50,000 to a private volleyball camp
Ferguson oversaw, the filing says.
Ferguson then transferred some
money from the camp’s account to
his personal bank account and used
the funds for personal expenses, according to the document.
Ferguson resigned from Wake
Forest in 2019 after he was arrested
alongside 49 other people in the case
that put a spotlight on the cut-throat
college admissions process and
lengths some wealthy parents will
go to get their kids into elite universities.
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Rural Alaska has a bridge problem as
permafrost thaws and crossing river
ice gets riskier with climate change
(THE CONVERSATION) America’s bridges are in rough shape.
Of the nearly 620,000 bridges over
roads, rivers and other waterways
across the U.S., more than 43,500
of them, about 7%, are considered
“structurally deficient.”
In Alaska, bridges face a unique
and growing set of problems as the
planet warms.
Permafrost, the frozen ground
beneath large parts of the state, is
thawing with the changing climate,
and that’s shifting the soil and everything on it. Bridges are also increasingly crucial for rural residents
who can no longer trust the stability
of the rivers’ ice in spring and fall.
The infrastructure bill making
its way through Congress currently includes US$40 billion in new
federal funds for bridge construction, maintenance and repairs – the
largest investment in bridges since
construction of the interstate highway system started in the 1950s. In
that funding is about $225 million
to address 140 structurally deficient
bridges throughout Alaska.
Given the high cost to build and
maintain bridges in rural Alaska, and the increasing risk to their
structures as the climate warms,
we believe the bill is a good start but
hardly sufficient for a growing rural
problem.
Increasing need for bridges as the
planet warms
Alaska is warming faster than
any other U.S. state. As Alaska’s
temperature rises, rivers and lakes
are freezing later, thawing earlier
and forming thinner ice.
When the ice is unstable or unpredictable, people who rely on
crossing the river are stuck and the
risk of snowmobile fatalities rises.
Rural residents often use rivers to
travel between communities, either
as icy roads in winter or waterways
in summer, and they often have to
cross rivers to hunt, gather traditional foods or reach health care facilities.
Alaska has just over 1,600 bridges that are open to the public – the
fourth-lowest total of any state,

despite being the largest state by
land area. Only about 44% of those
bridges are considered to be in good
shape.
Building bridges here is an expensive, complex process, and they
require long-term maintenance that
gets complicated in rural areas. It’s
a challenge with two important facets: one is structural, and the other
human.
Engineering: The problem of permafrost
From an engineering perspective,
bridges are vulnerable to the effects
of climate change. They are particularly sensitive to seasonal freezing
effects, which can quickly change
their mechanical properties and
structural integrity.
Alaska has some of the harshest
conditions for infrastructure, with
temperatures ranging from minus
80 degrees Fahrenheit (minus 62

difficult in areas that are remote and
where harsh weather can be challenging.
Another major engineering challenge for rural areas is human-dependent bridge inspection, which
limits how often bridges can be
inspected and presents significant
safety risks for inspectors. One exciting development in maintenance
involves advances in drone technology. Bridge inspections could be
done safely by drones and at more
reliable intervals, but that too involves investment.
High costs and better planning
Infrastructure construction, especially in rural Alaska, already comes
with a hefty price tag.
The cost of delivering steel and
concrete to a remote location, sourcing available local materials and
bringing in outside specialized labor
can significantly increase the cost

Alaska has just over 1,600 bridges that
are open to the public – the fourth-lowest
total of any state, despite being the
largest state by land area. Only about 44%
of those bridges are considered to be in
good shape.
Celsius) to 100 F (37.8 C). Snowfall
can reach 81 feet (24.7 meters) per
year in some areas, and an ice-rich
permafrost underlies 80% of the
state.
One of the most important factors
affecting the service life of a bridge
is corrosion of the reinforcing steel.
As permafrost thaws and water becomes liquid, it can accelerate corrosion and cause other types of damage.
A variety of techniques have
been used to minimize the effects
of cracking, but damage from freezing and thawing still plays a significant role in limiting the lifespan of a
bridge. After a bridge is built, it requires regular monitoring to ensure
it remains in good condition. That’s

of a bridge. For example, the 2015
Construction Cost Survey in Alaska found that home construction,
based on materials alone, is three
times more expensive in Barrow,
a remote community in the North
Slope of Alaska, than in Anchorage,
the state’s largest city.
In rural Alaska, the process of
building bridges is complex and can
take many years. It depends on cooperation, often among several communities, navigating state processes
and support of political leaders. It’s
critical to understand from the beginning how a bridge’s construction
will affect community well-being
and how communities can work together on funding, design, construction and maintenance.
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Global inequity: The COVID-19 vaccine
by Kavita Srirangam
CONTRIBUTOR
kavita.srirangam@uconn.edu

In March 2020, the COVID-19
pandemic took the world by surprise and changed our lives intensely. As many people would tune into
the news and see the daily number
of new cases and deaths recorded
increase, there was a sense of fear
that centered around the uncertainty of death, isolation and loss of
normalcy. As daunting as it seemed,
these news outlets would always
instill some hope into viewers’
minds after sharing the gruesome
facts about the seriousness of this
pandemic: the COVID-19 vaccine, a
scientific solution proven with facts
and data that has been in the works
after the disease, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), was
discovered to be caused by the
coronavirus in 2003. This glimmer
of hope was so widely broadcasted
to be the key back to normal life. So
why is it that nearly 10 months after
the vaccine became readily available to the public, countries around

the world struggle to distribute it
and have low vaccination rates?
The answer to this lies in a term
called global vaccine inequity. Vaccine equity refers to how all the
people in the world should have
equal access to the COVID-19 vaccine and the inequity explains how
varied factors like socioeconomic
status, race, gender and more interfere with this goal. While higher
socioeconomic status countries like
the United States continue to garner access to this vaccine and distribute it within their country and
even throw away leftover doses,
lower socioeconomic status countries in Africa and Asia struggle
to vaccinate more than 5% of their
population. As a result, these countries have damaging surges of different variants that leave them with
horrific numbers of death and total
cases.
World Health Organization
(WHO) head, Dr. Tedros Adhanom,
describes this vaccine inequity as a
“moral catastrophe.” Richer countries like Israel, Canada, and the
United States buy vaccine supplies

for booster shots and shots for the
younger population without leaving any to spare for the lower socioeconomic countries. Dr. Adhanom
pleaded with the richer countries to
donate these doses to less fortunate
countries to help them combat this
disease. Yet now, six months after
this plea, the United States’ FDA is
approving booster shots and is now
distributing them to the older population, while destitute countries
suffer with low vaccination rates
and the spread of this disease.
I agree with Dr. Adhanom’s sentiment. This inequity is not something that is foreign to the world,
and for a country as individualistic
as the United States, it’s not surprising to see the lack of donation of
this life-saving vaccine to disadvantaged countries. A simple example
of this was in July 2021, when the
world witnessed one of the worst
COVID-19 surges in India. Every
day, I would tune into the news
and hear the horrifying numbers
that India would report, reaching
its peak at this time with 400,000+
cases in one day. Bodies were pil-

ing up outside to be cremated, contributing to the ongoing pollution
crisis in India. Numbers were also
predicted to be five times higher
than what India was announcing
due to the lack of reports. I was sitting down in my living room, looking at the TV, feeling hopeless as I
watched my home country slowly
fall apart economically, environmentally and collectively. As an
18-year-old in America, I was fully
vaccinated while there were elderly
people in India dying on makeshift
beds outside of hospitals, all because India doesn’t have access to
the decreasing vaccine supply.
Big pharmaceutical companies
making these vaccines, such as
Pfizer and Moderna, are playing
a game of Monopoly with other
countries to withhold information
about the manufacturing process
of the vaccine. A proposal given by
the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
spoke out about a crucial aspect of
mandating a technology transfer of
how to produce the vaccine. These
big pharmaceutical companies and

others with high influence, such as
Bill Gates, are speaking against this
policy to maintain the prices the
U.S. is selling the vaccines at. This
is because the U.S. wants to remain
as the primary distributor of the
vaccine and not have the competition of countries sell them at lower
prices. With no other way of manufacturing vaccines themselves, and
the heightened prices that the U.S.
distributes them at, these underdeveloped countries are succumbing
to the hands of the rich.
As the virus continues, it moves
quicker than the distribution of
vaccines globally. If these vaccines
were equally distributed, family
members, front line workers and
high-risk people all around the
world could have been vaccinated.
As I urge everyone to get vaccinated, I also encourage everyone to
donate a vaccination through GoGiveOne, a vaccination donation website sponsored by the World Health
Organization. The pandemic will
only continue to progress unless
we all work together to eliminate
vaccine inequity.

The trouble with ‘decolonizing UConn’

ILLUSTRATION BY ALIE DE BORJA, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Nell Srinath

CONTRIBUTOR
nell.srinath@uconn.edu

Over 100 cities and towns
and 11 states celebrated Indigenous Peoples’ Day this past
Monday, denoting some degree
of progress in how U.S.-American communities recognize
the relationship of the American settler state to indigenous
nations. President Joe Biden,
whom human rights students
will meet this Friday, even pro-

claimed Oct. 11, 2021 to be Indigenous People’s Day, something
done by no presidents preceding him.
Curiously, however, the Biden
White House also saved the
date for Columbus Day, a holiday that could most charitably
be said to apologize for a genocidal Genoese human trafficker. Of the 11 states that observe
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, only
three do so without simultaneously observing Columbus Day.
The University of Connecti-

cut is one of the handful of institutions
that observes Indigenous Peoples’
Day sans Columbus, which speaks to
the growing trend of universities and
groups of academics embracing the goal
of “decolonizing” academia.
In fall of last year, UConn partnered
with the University of Nottingham for
an event with a “focus on decolonizing
education… disbanding unequal and oppressive narratives, as well as the future
opportunities to contribute meaningfully to an anti-racist and anti-colonial
agenda.”
UConn events begin with an acknowledgement of the Indigenous nations
whose land the school occupies, and
often hosts dialogues oriented around
“decolonizing” various academic fields.
Implicit in this project seems to be the
aim of reconciling with UConn’s history
as a land grant institution. To many, this
reconciliation process, along with the
diversity of faculty, administration and
curricula and promoting equal opportunity for Black and Indigenous students
represents the overarching process of
"decolonizing the university."
Here's the problem, though: decolonizing UConn isn't decolonization.
What I mean is that the process of
making a university more equitable,
sustainable and reciprocal with indigenous communities may be anti-colonial
— that is, opposed to university policies
that reinforce colonial practices, such
as an antiquated curriculum, a department that sidelines the contributions of
educators of color, or the privatization of
resources like land and education — but
that still isn’t decolonization.
To define decolonization, we can look
to the decolonial theorist Frantz Fanon.

Fanon viewed colonialism as a violent opposition between the colonial
power – the metropolis –and the colonized peoples. Decolonization is thus
the still violent resolution of that conflict
resulting not in the dictatorship of the
colonizer over the colonized, but of the
formerly colonized over the colonial elements, such as metropolitan businesses,
military and, most controversially, metropolitan settlers. This manifests itself
in the form of an independent state governed by and for the formerly colonized
peoples, violently exploited by colonialism.
The results of decolonization aren’t always idyllic (for individuals who benefit
from colonialism). After the Algerian independence struggle against the French,
a revolutionary war in which Fanon
fought, the nearly one million European
settlers in Algeria emigrated back to Europe en masse. This may sound threatening to non-Black and Indigenous
Americans considering the question of
Land Back, or granting sovereignty over
the back to Indigenous nations, until
you consider that Algerian independence cut off the sources of wealth for
White colonizers profiting from Algerian oil and agriculture.
We’ve also seen decolonization fail,
like after South Africa’s independence in
1961. Even though independence is supposed to shift power to the Indigenous
population, 60 years later, only 23% of
publicly-traded stocks are owned by
Black South Africans, who make up almost 80% of the population. During the
apartheid period, 30 years later, 80% of
wealth was held by the 8% white population, which has only decreased to 70%
since 1994. Here, anti-colonial politics

didn’t manifest into decolonization.
Decolonization in the U.S. looks like
Land Back, or the repatriation of democratic, political and economic powers to
colonized Black and Indigenous peoples.
The justification of this program is that
the liberating conditions for the most
oppressed communities will liberate all
communities, except for the oppressive
classes. Decolonization requires the
gradual abolition of colonial institutions
like privatized land, natural and human
resources and the colonial-imperial police and military.
Because of the enormity of the decolonization of the US, it’s insufficient to discuss “decolonizing UConn” in isolation.
This isn’t to say that removing white
supremacy in academia isn’t worth pursuing; it’s necessary for the sake of an
accurate, robust educational experience,
as well as a more healthy and harmonious environment.
Still, we must contend with the fact
that attempting to institute an anti-colonial agenda at UConn will run into the
problem of UConn’s many investments
in colonialism and imperialism, like its
partnerships with war contractors like
Raytheon and Lockheed Martin, and
agencies such as Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency (DARPA),
which partners with universities to develop military technology.
Decolonization is meaningful only if
we orient it around a systemic analysis
of US settler-colonialism and imperialism – that is, by connecting our struggles
at UConn to the struggles of Indigenous
water protectors at Line 3 and building even more connections therefrom.
The goal is the liberation of all peoples
worldwide, not just in the classroom.
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Countries take over Lip Sync 2021
by Cindy Lam

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cindy.lam@uconn.edu

It has been two years since the
last Homecoming Lip Sync, and
for this year’s theme, Around the
World, organizations prepared a
performance that paid homage to
the country of their choice. Performances include dancing, acting and
skits. Performances are judged on
their originality, routine, professionalism and lip syncing. Lip Sync
is a highly anticipated event during
Homecoming week hosted by the
Student Union Board of Governors
Major Weekends committee that
brings crowds of students, alumni and faculty to watch the UConn
community perform.
Gampel Pavilion was packed
with eager students. Students,
ranging from a large crowd of firstyear to fourth-year students, filled
up the lower sideline and bleachers
on the east side of the arena.
Participating
organizations
picked a country to represent for
the Around the World theme.
Christabel Yeboah, seventh-semester English major, was excited
to see performers represent their
countries.
“I liked learning about new cultures,” said Yeboah.
UConn’s dance team opened the
night with an energetic routine.
Following the dance team were the
performing organizations for the
night. Some of the Greek groups

that performed included Sigma Phi
Epsilon and Alpha Omicron Pi representing Columbia with a mix of
popular Latin music. Gamma Phi
Beta and Alpha Kappa Lambda
partnered together to represent the
United Kingdom. Delta Zeta represented Italy alongside another fraternity.
It was no surprise that cultural
centers truly showcased their cultures through the choreography,
cultural attires, props and lip sync
of their performances while representing their chosen countries. The
Asian and Asian American Cultural Center (AsACC) represented
Japan with dances from UConn
SEOULAR, a K-Pop dance group;
Husky Bhangra, a South Asian
dance team; and UConn Wushu.
Husky Bhangra came out with
beautiful bright-colored cultural attire and amazed the audience
with complex, lively and energetic
moves. The three organizations had
a few minutes to individually showcase their own talents, and united
at the end to fully represent AsACC
with a dance routine to a song by
K-Pop group Ateez.
The Puerto Rican and Latin
American Cultural Center (PRLACC) also came out with an amazing routine full of variety and cultural dances. PRLACC represented
the Dominican Republic and illustrated a charming storyline with
their script. Sticking to their roots
from 2019 when they brought out

“Bad Bunny,” PRLACC surprised
the audience by having Cardi B join
the routine. Not only was this moment memorable, but the student
who played Cardi B also executed
her iconic gestures perfectly while
wearing an iconic bright gold jumpsuit.
Given that UConn hasn’t had
a Lip Sync competition since fall
2019, the event was highly anticipated for fourth-year students.
“I really liked watching the dances,” said Sanskriti Pandey, a seventh-semester finance major that
participated in team PRLACC as a
first-semester student.
Performances ended around 8:15
p.m., and while waiting for the
Lip Sync competition results, the
Homecoming Parade winners were
announced. The first place winners
were Brazil (Greek category), Dominican Republic (cultural centers
category) and Ireland (fee-funded
category).
Shortly after, the judges announced the winner for Lip Sync.
In first place for the Greek category was the United States. AsACC
took home another trophy for the
cultural center category, making it
their fourth consecutive year winning against the cultural centers.
“The energy, school spirit and the
community bonding! The crowd
was wild and it really hyped us up
more as we performed. I’m so happy about how everything went,”
said Yukin Lin, a seventh-semester

After two years, the Student Union Board of Governors Major Weekends committee organized this year’s Homecoming Lip Sync. For this
year’s theme, Around the World, performers paid homage to a country of their choice. PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

linguistic major and Psychology
minor student. Lin participated as
a voice actor, actor and dancer in
AsACC’s performance.
Fiona Liu, a seventh-semester
environmental major, shared the
same excitement and looked forward to watching AsACC perform
last night.
Lin and many in AsACC’s team
expressed great excitement after
their win.
“[I feel] ecstatic! Everyone is so
amazing and I am so grateful for the
work that everyone put in, in such a
short time. We couldn't have done it
without each other,” said Lin.
Preparation for Lip Sync starts
during the summer and can take all
semester to plan thoroughly.

“We had less time than we
normally do to prepare for this
big event, but everyone pulled
through and honestly everyone’s
hard work and dedication absolutely blew me away,” Lin expressed.
Lip Sync truly is about unity and
bringing organizations together to
show school spirit. It was amazing
to see a great turn out for an event
that was a part of UConn’s tradition every year, even after a year of
distress.
Homecoming Week is not over
just yet! More events, including
the Pageant, are coming up later
this week along with the fall football game. To view the full schedule, visit homecoming.uconn.edu.

‘Indigenous at Connecticut Universities’
and the need for community
by Esther Ju

STAFF WRITER
esther.ju@uconn.edu

In honor of Indigenous Peoples’
Week, the University of Connecticut’s Native American Cultural Programs lined up a number of virtual
events, each scheduled on varying
days. Tuesday’s event, titled “Indigenous at Connecticut Universities,”
had much to do with discussing the
value of Indigenous communities,
as students from UConn, Yale University and Quinnipiac University
gave their own perspectives on how
their Indigenous identities coincide
with their academic surroundings.
The panel was moderated by Zoe
Blevins, vice president of the Native
American & Indigenous Students
Association at UConn, who opened
the floor for all eight panelists to
introduce themselves. In the midst
of their introduction, Nolan Arkansas, a fifth-semester American
studies major of Cherokee descent,
shared the story of how an impromptu trip to the Native American Cultural Center fueled their
decision to attend Yale.
“I stayed here for a weekend
with another Native student … and
I was still deciding, ‘Do I wanna go
here? Do I not wanna go here?’,”
Arkansas said. “We went to the
Native American Cultural Center
… and we were so tired and so [my
friend] and I just sat down on this
little couch in one of the lobbies and
we both fell asleep at like 6 p.m. …
when we woke up, we woke up to
the smell of rye bread because the
older students were cooking us dinner. Then we all kind of shared food
together and we were just cracking
jokes and it felt warm; it felt inviting and it just felt like I could feel
at home in the Native community,
which is such a huge privilege and
such an amazing feeling because
not everybody gets to feel at home.”
When asked about the process of
finding and cultivating Native and
Indigenous communities within
their schools, panelists Kiara Tan-

ta-Quidgeon, Sage Phillips, Hema ‘Okay, time out.’ Yes, of course you mester ethnic studies major of
Patel and Evan Roberts offered belong here, but how are we gonna Lingít descent, continued Patel’s
their input on the matter.
go about that and change that and conversation on Native and IndigeTanta-Quidgeon, an eighth-se- make sure these students do feel nous communities at Yale.
mester health science studies major welcome here? So that’s why we
“I was thinking this because we
of Mohegan descent, talked about started NAISA.”
have been discussing our name and
her own personal struggles as the
Patel, a fifth-semester history of how exclusive [our organizations]
founder and president of Quinnip- science, health and medicine and can appear to people who are not
iac’s Indigenous Student Union, education studies double major of just Indigenous to North Ameriand how these struggles continued Turtle Mountain Ojibwe and Gu- ca,” Roberts said. “We’ve also been
to surface even after overcoming jarati American descent, followed reckoning and trying to address anthem. Despite this, she noted the Phillips’ input with a similar sen- ti-Blackness in our community, as
significance of having these com- timent, citing Yale’s need for im- we’re starting to see how that plays
munities readily availa role in our commuable for future stunity and all Indigedents.
nous communities.
“It’s definitely been
So I think there’ll alchallenging, but it
ways continue to be
makes me really happy
work done to make
to know that now when
spaces
somewhere
students do come here
that [are] comfortable
in the future — specifand welcoming and a
ically Native students
place of joy for everyor Indigenous stuone.”
dents or just students
The last question
who are interested in
asked for any advice
Indigenous identities’
the panelists would
culture and history —
offer to prospective
that they’ll have that
Indigenous students
space to share that and
seeking higher educathey’ll have that sense
tion, to which Samanof community that a
tha Gove, Rania Benlot of us didn’t have
sadok and Sofia Saul
even when we first got
voiced their answers.
on campus and that a
Gove, a third-selot of students before
mester sociology and
us didn’t have,” Tanpsychological
scita-Quidgeon said.
ences
double
major
TANTA-QUIDGEON, EIGHTH SEMESTER HEALTH SCIENCE
Phillips,
a
sevof the Mashantucket
enth-semester political
Pequot Tribal Nation
science and human rights double provement within its Native and and secretary of NAISA, emphamajor of Penobscot descent and Indigenous community.
sized the importance of finding Inpresident of NAISA, highlighted
“Even though we’ve been here digenous communities and having
her reasons behind founding NAI- since 2013 — so nearly 10 years — the courage to build them when
SA at UConn.
it’s still so slow-moving, there’s they’re undiscoverable.
“I came to find that NACP itself, still so much left to do, [with] not
“It can be hard to go through edthe title didn’t contain ‘Indige- enough people to do it,” Patel said. ucation feeling invisible and invalinous,’” Phillips said. “So Indige- “It’s very inspiring to see what you dated, but the most important thing
nous students weren’t comfortable both have done at UConn and QU is that you will find communities
here and that was a problem be- because you have the word ‘Indig- who see you and who resonate with
cause we had inquiries from In- enous’ in the title of your group and you, as we all have here, thankfuldigenous students who were like we still don’t have that even though ly,” Gove said. “And if you don’t,
‘Do I belong at NACP?’ like stu- we’ve had our groups for longer.”
you can build that and be a part of
dents asked ‘Do you think I belong
In relation to Phillips’ and Patel’s that for yourself and for other peothere?’ and that’s when I was like commentary, Roberts, a fifth-se- ple. It’s a hard thing to do, but it’s

“It’s deﬁnitely been challenging,
but it makes me really happy to
know that now when students
do come here in the future —
speciﬁcally Native students
or Indigenous students or just
students who are interested in
Indigenous identities’ culture and
history — that they’ll have that
space to share that...”

really important to find those communities because they’re gonna
make that work better, not only for
everyone involved currently, but for
everyone who’s gonna be involved
in the future.”
Bensadok, a seventh-semester
philosophy and political science
double major of the Amazigh people of Tizi Ouzou, shared Gove’s
perspective by adding a personal anecdote about joining ISU at
Quinnipiac.
“I was part of several organizations on campus before ISU was
an organization, and I always felt
like the community questioned my
identity,” Bensadok said. “ISU was
the first place where it was okay to
learn more about your background
and do the research and figure out
the history of your people, like
there’s no shame to that. So, one advice I would give is to never settle
until you find the comfort. And if
that means putting in the work and
creating that community and group
that you need, then so be it.”
Saul, a seventh-semester political
science major of Puerto Rican Taíno descent and social media chair
of NAISA, then made a lasting comment on overcoming doubts about
fitting in and instead, advised to
embrace spaces that allow Indigenous identities to prosper.
“I’ve definitely had that feeling
of ‘I’m not Native, I’m not Native
American, I’m Indigenous; where
do I fit in?’ — that struggle,” Saul
said. “But I think I would definitely
wanna give out advice to [students];
like you may not think that this is
for you, but if you look into it, you
will be welcomed. I’ve had those
fears of ‘I’m not meant to be here,’
but this is your culture, it’s my culture and it’s a place that should be
open to learn more about it.”
For more information regarding these organizations and other
events during Indigenous Peoples’
Week, be sure to visit @uconn_
nacp, @yalenatives and @quindigenousstudentunion on Instagram.
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Get It Done in 2021:

Nourishing meals that boost productivity
by Grace Seymour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.seymour@uconn.edu

It can be easy to place
healthy eating low on your
list of priorities as a college
student. Between late night
studying, rushing to class
during meal times and of
course, not having unlimited funds for groceries, preparing healthy meals for
yourself may not seem so
important. However, I have
found that although the convenience of snacking to get
myself through busy days
is a time-saver, those days
are the ones where I feel the
least productive. Here are
some easy meals and snacks
that are sure to set you up
for a day filled with energy:

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

Avocado Toast
This popular snack has exploded over social media and has popped up on many restaurant menus in the last year, creating several
different ways to prepare this dish. Avocados contain high levels of healthy fats and provide a great source of protein to feel strong
throughout a long day. If you want to add an extra source of protein, add a fried egg on top of your toast for an easy healthy breakfast
or lunch.

Fruit or Veggie Smoothies

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

You hear this everywhere: fruit smoothies
are filled with tons of vitamins and antioxidants that boost your immune system, but
it really is true. Green colored smoothies
often seem daunting and unappetizing, so
I am including one of my go-to recipes for
a green smoothie that reminds me of something you would drink on vacation:

Yogurt Parfait
Another way to do breakfast as a busy college student or even a delicious dessert is a
homemade yogurt parfait. Yogurt is loaded
with probiotics, which are linked to improving gut health, and berries are a brain food
that promote long-term focus and thought. If
you are looking for extra sweetness, drizzle
some maple syrup or agave over your bowl for
a low-sugar option, and you can also add some
fresh granola for an extra crunch. Getting creative with your meals is important for the flow
of productivity!

1 cup spinach or kale
1 cup water or milk of choice (I use almond
milk)
½ cup frozen mango
½ cup frozen pineapple
1 frozen banana
Sipping on this smoothie in the morning
before you start a day of classes will boost
your endorphins and result in a deeper focus during your classes, at work and while
you are studying.

Buddha Bowls
This dish is arguably the best for a college student to save time on cooking, spend minimal
money on food and get tons of nutrients, all while
having plenty of leftovers. A Buddha bowl is usually a vegetarian meal that contains a base, a protein and lots of veggies. The bowl can be arranged
however you prefer, however most people strive
to create an aesthetic approach for their social
media feed. Being a vegetarian is not necessary
for productive success, but having a plant-based
meal from time to time can help improve sleep
and work ethic, which are two things that college
students certainly need help with. My favorite
Buddha bowl ingredients right now are:
Base: rice or quinoa and spinach
Proteins: chickpeas, black beans and avocado
Veggies: sweet potato, edamame, corn and cauliflower
Toppings: sesame seeds, sunflower seeds and avocado ranch dressing

After adjusting to cooking healthy meals for
yourself in college, you should feel a level of
excitement in the fact that you are focusing on
your wellness while also focusing on academics. Your productivity outside of cooking and
preparing meals for yourself will flourish even
more now because you are entering a certain
mindset that does not involve laziness, and
rather one that promotes passion.
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | An amphibian accomplice

The frogs around the university make some of their last appearances in the area before the cold months descend.

PHOTO BY ALEX LEO, GRABS PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

COMIC BY ANNA IORFINO, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Crossword
Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

Sudoku

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Mires
5 Loving smack
9 Kind of coach or
jacket
13 “Bolero”
composer
14 Spots to clear up
15 Not at one’s desk
16 *Progressive Era
muckraker
18 Socially aware
19 Tundra deer
20 Plane engine
type
22 CNN anchor
Burnett
23 “Your turn”
26 Whack, biblically
27 Stephen of
“Citizen X”
28 *12-time
35-Down All Star
and TV analyst
30 Wall St. “500”
32 PreCheck org.
33 Crave, e.g.
34 *Australian
swimmer with
five Olympic
golds
38 Tijuana home
41 Gen-Z
sweetheart
42 Prompts
46 *First daughter
and senior
adviser to #45
50 Fig. of interest to
a dietitian
51 Slangy
“Absolutely!”
52 Petro-Canada
competitor
53 Leave early
54 Appliance
connection,
briefly
56 Mass-timesvelocity
measures
58 Swimming great
Torres
59 ’00s Britcom
about an
underappreciated
computer support
squad ... or what
the answers to
starred clues
comprise?
62 Early garden spot
63 Muscat’s land
64 Book with roads

Level 1

DOWN
1 Shady part of
town
2 Of a certain
reproductive
gland
3 Arrive
4 Thick slice
5 Japanese
dance-drama
6 Party bucket item
7 NBC skit show
8 Lead-in to made
or love
9 Blades that cut
blades
10 WWII flag-raising
island
11 Faux glow
12 Evaluation with a
capital E?
13 Kitchen cutters
17 Outback hoppers
21 Outdoor grill
residue
24 Amasses
25 Very, very
28 Pub drink, briefly
29 Roofing goo
31 “Unfaithful” Oscar
nominee

3

4

10/13/21

By August Miller

65 Easy gait
66 X-rated material
67 “__ she blows!”

2

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

Solution to Tuesday’s puzzle

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

35 Hoops org.
36 London gallery
37 Yipping adoptee
38 Fortress
39 Much of
guacamole
40 H.S. course
pioneered by
Stanley Kaplan
43 Crunchy bar
stuff
44 Battle waged on
Wikipedia

10/13/21

45 Tossed courses
47 The NCAA’s
Wildcats
48 Govt.
moneymaker
49 Academic
53 Sailor’s quarters
55 Sporty muscle
cars
57 Future MD’s
exam
60 “Let’s see ... ”
61 Lac contents

10/13/21
Complete the
grid so each row,
column and
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9.
For strategies
on how to solve
Sudoku, visit
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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Groups Day 2: China sweeps as Week 1 continues
by Sam Zelin

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

The second day of the 2021
League of Legends World Championship started off with a classic,
as China’s Edward Gaming faced
off against Korea’s T1. This rivalry
dates back to the first ever Mid-Season Invitational tournament, where
the favored T1 (then called SKT T1)
was toppled in the finals by EDG.
Six years later, the only two players
remaining from that match are T1

mid laner Faker and EDG support
Meiko, but the history still stands.
On Tuesday, EDG won the next
chapter of the rivalry, remaining
undefeated in the tournament at
2-0.
Next up was Korea’s Damwon
Kia vs. Europe’s Rouge, where
Damwon also maintained their undefeated record.
Hanwha Life Esports from Korea
took a 6-game win streak into their
match against PSG Talon from the
PCS, but PSG got the better of them.
In another storied matchup, Eu-

rope’s Fnatic took on China’s Royal
Never Give Up in the fourth game of
the day. After some trash talk from
Fnatic’s new top laner Adam to
RNG’s Xiaohu, the mid-turned-top
laner and his team beat Adam and
his signature Olaf to grab the win.
North America’s Cloud9 matched
up against China’s FunPlus Phoenix, and put up a very close fight
against the former World Champions, but was defeated to put their
record at 0-2 on the week.
North America bounced back in
the next match, with 100 Thieves

defeating Japan’s DetonatioN FocusMe to gain their first win.
Right after North America got
their first win of the day, MAD Lions did the same for Europe, taking down Korea’s Gen.G, with both
teams ending the day at 1-1.
The day was rounded out with a
matchup between China’s LNG Esports and North America’s Team
Liquid, where LNG held TL to one
kill the entire match en route to a perfect day for the four Chinese teams.
At the end of the second day,
Group D is the only group left in a

tie, with all four teams at 1-1. Unbeaten teams currently sit atop the
other three groups, with DWG KIA
for Group A, EDG for Group B and
RNG for Group C. It’s still early,
only a third of the way through the
group stage, and even the 0-2 teams
are still very much in the hunt for
the quarterfinals.
Wednesday’s eight games will
round out the first round robin of
groups, then there will be a break
on Thursday, and then the next
three days will conclude which
eight teams will advance.

Chinese no. 1 seed Edward Gaming poses in front of the Summoner’s Cup in 2021. EDG defeated T1 on Tuesday to kick off a 4-0 Group Stage Day 2 for Chinese teams.

PHOTO COURTESY OF

RIOT GAMES VIA GAME-NEWS24.COM

Retirements, bumpy NCAAs part of ACC ‘transitional period’
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) —
Georgia Tech coach Josh Pastner
is still savoring his program’s
Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament championship even as he
excitedly looks ahead to no longer
playing games in empty arenas
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“It’s going to be nice having people back in some normalcy, in person and having people back in the
stands,” Pastner said.
And yet, this will be anything
but a normal season for the tradition-rich basketball league.
It’s the first in nearly two decades that Hall of Famer Roy Williams won’t be coaching North
Carolina. It’s the final run for fellow Hall of Famer Mike Krzyzewski in a 42-season career at
Duke, while other veteran coaches are closing in on their own
eventual finales. Rosters across
the conference have transformed
amid the upheaval of the new easier-to-transfer world.
It all comes as the league tries to
restore some its luster after a disappointing showing in the NCAA
Tournament.
The league is changing, or
evolving as Virginia coach Tony
Bennett puts it. It’s just unclear
exactly how different things will
look by the end of the upcoming
season.
“I just don’t know,” Bennett said
Tuesday at the league’s preseason
media day. “It’s getting harder as
we talked about to establish dynasties, dominant — maybe even
conferences because of transfers
now and early departures. So that
makes it challenging.
“But it’s still a basketball league.
It’s still a great league.”
Williams — who won three
NCAA titles at UNC — announced
his retirement in April. The team
turned to assistant coach Hubert
Davis, a former Tar Heels player under Dean Smith and 12-year
NBA veteran.
The Tar Heels are coming off two
bumpy seasons that wore on Williams, first a 14-19 season in 2020
and an 18-11 season last year. Now
it’s up to Davis to get things back on
a steadily upward trajectory.
“Our kids, they’re desperate to
be relevant,” Davis said. “They’re

desperate to have their own stories and their own testimonies
and their own memories. ... They
want to have the experiences of
playing in big games and making
big shots and winning championships. It’s a great place to be in.”
Over at rival Duke, Krzyzewski
announced in June that he would
retire after this season and hand
off to associate head coach and
former Blue Devils player Jon

Scheyer. Krzyzewski is the winningest coach in Division I basketball with 1,170 victories and
five NCAA titles.
The Blue Devils are coming off
their own un-Duke-like year: a 1311 season that included withdrawing from the ACC Tournament
due to COVID-19 issues before
missing the NCAAs for the first
time since 1995.
“It is a power shift,” Notre

Dame coach Mike Brey said of the
two retirements, “and the rest of
us are not complaining at all.”
Decisions by Williams and
Krzyzewski have turned attention to another Hall of Famer in
Syracuse’s Jim Boeheim, who is
starting his 46th season with the
Orange and turns 77 in November.
But Boeheim, who won the 2003
NCAA championship when Syracuse was in the Big East, isn’t say-

Georgia Tech head coach Josh Pastner smiles during NCAA college basketball Atlantic Coast Conference
media day, Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021, in Charlotte, N.C. PHOTO BY MATT KELLEY/AP

ing when he might call it a career.
“I’ve been coaching for a while
and I’ve seen 10 Hall of Fame
coaches that I know very well retire,” Boeheim said. “The other
eight didn’t affect me and these
two won’t either.”
Beyond Boeheim are coaching
veterans in 73-year-old Leonard
Hamilton, entering his 20th year
at Florida State; 72-year-old Jim
Larranaga in his 11th year at Miami; and the 62-year-old Brey in
his 22nd season with the Fighting
Irish.
“We’re going through one of
those transitional periods,” ACC
Commissioner Jim Phillips said in
an interview with The Associated
Press. “But you welcome in new
coaches all the time. And then
it’s not either/or. It’s not just Hall
of Fame coaches and then coaches that are just beginning their
careers. You have another stable
right behind them.”
For this year, anyway, the pressing issue is to get back to winning
in the postseason.
The league was coming off a terrific five-year run leading into the
COVID-19 pandemic, with Duke
(2015), UNC (2017) and Virginia
(2019) winning national titles. The
successes went beyond just those
top teams, too; the league had a
league-record nine bids in both
2017 and 2018, close to its public
goal of becoming a 10-bid league
when the ACC added Pittsburgh,
Syracuse and Notre Dame in 2013.
But after the pandemic canceled
the 2020 tournament, the ACC
flopped in 2021.
Five of the seven teams who
made the Indiana-bubbled tournament didn’t win a game, with FSU
and Syracuse making the deepest runs to the Sweet 16. And the
ACC’s 4-7 record was its first losing mark in the NCAAs since 1987.
Answers are coming on whether that was just one bad year or
the start of a tougher battle for the
ACC to maintain its perch.
“I think that’s whatever you
want to take it,” Duke senior forward Joey Baker said. “You can
say the conference is down or you
could say it was a weird year because of COVID. I guess we’ll find
out this year.”
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The Huskies suffer a 2-1 loss against the Boston University Terriers on Friday, Oct. 8, at the XL Center in Hartford. The Terriers were able to protect their lead they gained from scoring twice late in the third period to come away with the win, leading the Huskies to lose this Hockey East opener. The following night UConn was able to come out with a bang closing
their series with Boston University with a 6-1 win on the road at Agganis Arena. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Point/Counterpoint: Is LeBron James committed to basketball?
by Ajeeth Vellore,
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT,
ajeeth.vellore@uconn.edu

and Evan Rodriguez,
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

LeBron James has been one of the
best players in the NBA since he was
drafted by the Cleveland Cavaliers
in 2003. He has demonstrated his
prowess and savvy on the court by
winning championships with three
different franchises and in different
eras of NBA basketball. But as of
late, it seems as though James has
chosen to be more laid back in his
approach to basketball, even stating recently that “there’s nothing
[he’s] going to learn in preseason
at this point of [his] career,” as reason for not appearing in each of the
Lakers’ first four preseason games.
That comment has stirred up the
NBA world just enough to make it
a point of contention for some fans.
So, is James wrong to dismiss preseason basketball? Or is he really so
good that it doesn’t matter? That is
the debate for this week’s edition of
Point/Counterpoint.
Ajeeth: I would like to start off
by saying that LeBron James is one
of the greatest players of all time
thanks to his impressive body of
work and general basketball IQ
and skill. That being said, I still
find it hard to believe that James
has, as he puts it, “Nothing at all…
Nothing. That means zero,” to
gain from playing preseason basketball. He also mentioned in that
presser that he’s more inclined to
love practices because adjustments
are made on the fly while also specifying that there is nothing for him
to learn “individually” by playing
preseason basketball. James is
talking as if he has perennially conquered the sport of basketball, and
that it would be beneath him to get
to know the other athletes that he
will be playing with for (hopefully) 82 regular season games. This
sort of confidence (that borders on
arrogance) would be something
you’d expect from a player after
winning a championship, but what
happened to the Lakers last April?
That’s right! An embarrassment at
the hands of the Suns in the first
round, so embarrassing that he decided to walk off the court before
Game 6, the clinching game for the
Suns, was over, not wanting to take
heat from the home fans. How can
it be acceptable that James makes
the conscious decision to lay down
and die in the playoffs, only to also
choose not to play in the preseason
because it is meaningless to him? I
think this pattern of behavior signals a specific shift in James’ focus,
away from basketball.
Evan: I know that we can certainly agree on the greatness of James on
the court with his star-studded list

of accomplishments and consistent
play. However, it’s certainly baffling
to say that James is not committed
to basketball at this point in his
career. This is the same NBA great
that spends $1.5 million on his body
to be in peak physical condition to
perform and stay healthy. For his
opinion on the preseason, I believe
that he may not have motivation for
playing in the preseason, but for
basketball in general, that is certainly not true. James is still putting
up All-Star numbers at 36 years old
and has shown no signs of slowing
down. If the 17 time All-Star was
uncommitted to the game he loves
so dearly, why doesn’t he retire?
James has given his all for the game
and has proven to every NBA fan
his place in basketball history. Off
the court, he certainly doesn’t need
the money as shown by the star’s
wealth of endorsements including
a lifetime contract with Nike. With
James’ performance against Phoenix, the small-forward can only do
so much with the absence of Anthony Davis and against a great team
like the Suns. Phoenix was still
able to make it out of the West and
show the entire NBA that the team
wasn’t just a fluke after beating Los
Angeles. With James’ wealth of assets throughout the team including
a healthy Davis, All-Star Russell
Westbrook and more, the all-time
great will not only show his commitment to his team this year, but
also his commitment to basketball.
Ajeeth: I have two qualms with
what you said. One, James has led
worse teams through better opponents than those Phoenix Suns.
Those Suns certainly were good,
but we could have said the same
about the 2007 Pistons, the 2015
Hawks and all those poor Toronto Raptors teams he stomped on
during his second stint in Cleveland. If what we say about him is
true, that he is a one-of-a-kind player, that he can take a bad team and
make it a title contender without
much difficulty and that he can put
a whole team on his back in order to
win a series, then there is no excusing him checking out of any series
at any point in time, more so in an
elimination game. James has gotten
to the Finals without help plenty
of times before, so why did he act
like it would have been impossible
last year? Also, the wealth of talent
around him is impressive this year,
but basketball is a team sport, and
we have seen teams that look impressive on paper flop on the court
because they never gel (2012 Lakers,
anyone?). How can James trust that
Westbrook will seamlessly fit into
an offense where James has the ball
almost all the time, especially when
Russell Westbrook is a ball-first,
athletic point guard with limited
shooting range? It takes some serious leadership to integrate a player like that into the Lakers, which

makes it all the more confusing
that he feels he will learn nothing
from the preseason. On the day of
the most recent Lakers preseason
game against the Suns, James chose
to go watch a football game instead
of suiting up for gametime. The hubris required to do that has arisen
from complacency and the feeling
from James that he does not have
to focus on basketball 100% to win,
leading me to conclude that he has
interests elsewhere, something
else that he must be focusing on instead of trying his hardest to congeal with his team to win a championship.
Evan: First, while James did lead
his team over a great 2007 Pistons
team, let’s not forget that he still
had both Kyrie Irving and Kevin
Love on those teams that beat both
the Hawks and Raptors, players

who are extremely great players
of that time along with even more
talent across the board. Even in the
series against Phoenix, James was
playing with heavy ankle trouble,
which impacted James’ ability to
play at full strength. It certainly
was not impossible for James to
beat Phoenix in last year’s playoff
loss, but when the team was suffering injuries across the court, it
started to become a bit more difficult. While the 2012 Lakers are
a great example of a team that did
not work well together, this team
differs significantly from their 2012
counterpart. Steve Nash, who was
38 years old at the time, was dealing
heavily with injuries and was far
from his prime years in the league.
While Pau Gasol and Kobe Bryant
were shown to work well together,
a prime Dwight Howard’s attitude
simply would never have worked

well with the fiery competitiveness
of the Black Mamba. With this
current Lakers roster, the team is
formulated to work. Even with the
question of Westbrook, the pointguard has proven that he is able to
work with other superstars in the
past and with James’ ability to get
his teammates plenty of opportunities to score, I’m confident that the
leader of the Lakers will be able to
guide his team to another serious
postseason run. If there is anyone
who can prove this serious leadership, it’s James. With 18 years in the
league and a serious risk for injury
in the preseason, I can totally see
why he would state that he has little to learn from the preseason and
not play at all. If the forward feels
that he should focus his efforts toward practice and less toward the
preseason, it’s not a bad decision to
make.

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James drives to the basket during the team’s preseason NBA basketball game against the Golden State Warriors in San Francisco, Friday, Oct. 8, 2021. PHOTO BY SCOT TUCKER/AP
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Rebuilding the Yankees in one offseason
by Nick Spinali

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

I hate to be blunt, but in this case,
I don’t know any other way to say it:
the New York Yankees simply aren’t
as good as people think they are.
The Bronx Bombers entered 2021
as the favorites to win the American League East crown only to fight
their way into the second AL wild
card spot. There, they didn’t put
up a real fight and squandered any
hopes for a deep postseason run after a loss to the Red Sox.
New York limped their way to the
finish line this season, led by their
pitching, but at times stalled by a
streaky offense. But making the
postseason, the Yankees boil down
into a very flawed roster. They’re
a team that strikes out too much,
doesn’t hit for average and doesn’t
shine defensively. For a moment, I’ll
take the reins of the Bombers front
office, and with these moves, New
York can enter next season with
confidence heading into October:
Free Agency: Re-sign 1B Anthony
Rizzo; sign OF Juan Lagares, LHP
Brad Hand and C Yan Gomes
Despite his hot start after being
acquired from the Cubs, Rizzo did
not finish the regular season as well
as he would’ve liked. Even so, Rizzo
provided a nice change of pace in
a Yankee lineup that was made up
of mostly right-handed hitters last
year. His swing is perfect for the
short porch at Yankee Stadium, and
his defense is as steady as it comes.
His days as a star are likely behind
him, but surrounding Rizzo with
a lineup of Aaron Judge, Giancarlo
Stanton and Joey Gallo will keep
him producing at a high level.
The idea to sign Juan Lagares to
the squad is mainly to take over
Brett Gardner’s role: a fourth outfielder that can play solid defense
and put together at-bats. While
his offense won’t amaze anyone,
Lagares has been one of the better
outfield defenders in Major League
Baseball for the last several sea-

sons. And to be completely frank,
it won’t be difficult to match or succeed the offensive campaign that
Gardner just recorded.
It was only a few short seasons
ago where Brad Hand was one of
the most dominant relievers in all
of baseball. However, in 2021, Hand
is more of an afterthought after he
was designated for assignment in
August by the Blue Jays. This is
a Yankee-esque move, as they’ve
signed veterans in the past in an attempt to turn them back into solid
contributors (look at Corey Kluber).
He won’t be the closer, or even the
setup man in New York, but Hand
could be a very efficient middle to
late-inning arm out of the pen.
Signing Yan Gomes is mainly the
result of a trade that will be covered
in more depth later in this article. In
Gomes, New York would be acquiring another player that isn’t expected to produce much offensively, but
is as steady of a defender as they
come. In this scenario, he’d likely be
used in an even split with Kyle Higashioka for playing time, meaning
there won’t be a primary catcher for
the Yankees, but instead two defensive-minded players that can give
each other plenty of rest over the
course of a long season.
Trades: Acquire UTIL Ketel Marte from ARI, OF Tyler Naquin and
RHP Luis Cessa from CIN, LHP
Drew Pomeranz from SD
Last season at the trade deadline,
the Yankees sold for the bats of Joey
Gallo and Anthony Rizzo; Marte is
the guy they should’ve had at the
end of the day. The Bombers are a
team that strikes out more and hits
less than the league averages. Marte would address both those needs
and fill a spot at the top of the Yankees lineup. Plus, he’s under control on a team-friendly deal until
2024. He’d fill a spot on the infield,
likely second base, which would
move Gleyber Torres back to shortstop and DJ LeMahieu to third
base, making Gio Urshela an elite
bench piece. To acquire a controllable star from a team in the middle

of a rebuild, New York would need
to send at least a couple of highly-touted prospects to Arizona. In
this scenario, Arizona would acquire SS Oswald Peraza and RHP
Luis Medina, the Yankees third and
eighth-ranked prospects.
The Yankees seem to want to
move on from Luke Voit, and center
field is a position that they need to
secure before next season. Assuming the designated hitter becomes a
universal position next season, Cincinnati could be looking for another
big bat after coming up short of the
playoffs this season. They’d get that
bat in Voit, sending Naquin and
former Yankee reliever Luis Cessa
back to the Bronx. Naquin was one
of the best defensive center fielders
in 2021, and he was on pace to put
together his best offensive season
as a pro, if not for a couple of injuries that caused him to miss time.
His presence would help address a
weak bottom-third of the Yankees
lineup, while a Cessa reunion will
help the bullpen in middle-relief
innings. Along with Voit, New York
would be sending LHP and number
17-ranked prospect Brock Selvidge
to Cincy.
Acquiring reliable reliever Drew
Pomeranz from the Padres is
probably the most unlikely trade
proposed here, given San Diego’s
playoff hopes moving forward.
However, maybe they’d be enticed
to part with the lefty if it meant acquiring catcher Gary Sanchez and
outfielder Clint Frazier from the
Yanks. Sanchez has been a very
polarizing player since debuting
in the Bronx, hitting a ton of home
runs but failing to hit for average
and striking out way too much,
all while playing terrible defense.
Frazier, once a high-end prospect,
has failed to live up to expectations
in the majors and missed most of
this season after being placed on
the injured list. Both seem to have
overstayed their welcome in New
York. Sanchez can add firepower
to a weak-hitting catching core,
and Frazier could carve out a solid

midfield has been an incredible
contributor in every game.
In the backfield, senior Thomas
Decottignies has been a stud, but
he is temporarily out with an injury. In his place is sophomore Josh
Morgan, who is in good hands as
freshmen Bjorn Nikolajewski and
Guillame Vactor, who has one goal,
have started every game and limited the opposition to just six goals.
The other reason that number
is relatively low is because of goaltender Jahmali Waite, one of the
best goalies in the conference despite conceding the only goal in
last Wednesday’s contest. In nine
games, Waite has picked up 22
saves while conceding more than
one goal just once. Waite makes
dazzling saves day in and day out
and has been a vocal leader for the
Huskies this season.
With these pieces in place, the
Huskies want to leave their mark
against Marquette.
The Golden Eagles (5-5-1, 2-2-1
Big East) are coming off a big win
against Creighton in which they
put up two first-half goals and kept
the ten-manned Blue Jays off the
board for the entire second half.
The difference maker in that win
against Creighton was Big East
Honor Roll member Lukas Sunesson, who picked up a brace that put
the Eagles on the board and then
helped seal the deal. His five goals
on the season and 11 points lead the
team, and he has been a star factor
in 11 games played.
The other goal scorer was freshman Beto Soto, who picked up goal
number four to put him in second
place on Marquette’s scoring chart
while his 19 shots (10 on goal) lead
the team. Look for both to go on
the attack early and use their bag
of trick plays to get around the defense and convert shots into goals.
Sophomore Christian Marquez,
who has picked up one goal and one
assist, wraps up the forward unit
and will look to solidify his name as
a starting winger in a very exciting
contest.
Like the Huskies, Marquette
brings a strong midfield that knows
how to contribute on both ends of

the field. It starts with true freshman Edrey Caceres, who has been
the offense’s secret weapon with
three goals and three assists to go
alongside his 14 shots.
Junior Zyan Andrade also picked
up an assist in Saturday’s victory,
continuing to prove himself as an
assist machine as he leads the team
with a whopping five assists in addition to his one goal on the season.
The Huskies must limit him if they
want to stymie the Eagle offense.
Junior Alan Salmeron is a big defensive aspect and although he has
no goals and no assists, he has not
been a liability. His intensive physical play has led to him collecting

bench role or prove that the hype
he received as a prospect was real
with a bounce-back campaign and
bolster San Diego’s lineup. Either
way, the Yankees would be happy sending both players away for
Pomeranz, who can work through
multiple innings whenever a starter fails to make it deep into a game.
In addition to these moves, the
Yanks will be looking forward to
the return of RHP Luis Severino as a starter and a full-season
of RHP Luis Gil. When all moves

are finalized, New York will have
a much more well-rounded squad
heading into next year, adding offensive weapons while making an
already deep bullpen even deeper,
and substantially addressing a defensive unit that was questionable
throughout the entire 2021 season.
The Bombers have disappointed
each of the last few years; if they
make these additions to bolster
their team, they could return as favorites for their first AL East crown
since 2019.

New York Yankees starting pitcher Gerrit Cole (45) delivers to the
Boston Red Sox in the first inning of the American League Wild Card
playoff game at Fenway Park, Tuesday Oct. 5, 2021 in Boston. PHOTO BY
CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Men’s Soccer: Huskies take on Marquette in marquee
midweek matchup
by Cole Stefan

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

Coming off a heartbreaking loss
and a bye weekend, the University
of Connecticut men’s soccer team
returns to the pitch this week as
they take on the Marquette Golden
Eagles for the first time since 2012.
The Huskies (4-4-1, 0-3-1 Big
East) had many opportunities to
score against Villanova only to be
put away on the PK. Despite being
kept off the score sheet against their
long-time rival, the offense has remained hot with several chances
to boot, averaging over 13 shots per
game while collecting over a goal a
game.
The offense is led by freshman
Okem Chime, whose three goals
and eight shots on goal lead the
team. Chime has had limited chances as of late, but is nearing another breakout game, which he has
the potential to put up against the
Golden Eagles.
Opposing defenses must also
worry about sophomore Moussa Wade, who has turned his
team-leading 24 shots into one goal
and four assists. Even with these
numbers, he knows how to set
up the chances that lead to strong
plays in front of the net.
Sophomore Giancarlo Vaccaro
(one goal), senior Dominic Laws
(one goal) and freshman Scott Testori (one goal) have all played balanced roles on the attack and have
contributed when called upon.
The hot Husky offense has some
incredible support from one of the
best midfield groups in the conference. The core is led by sophomore
Jayden Reid (two goals and four assists), a massive contributor in the
center of the field who has continually proved himself over the last
month.
Support also comes from freshman Mateo Leveque (one goal and
two assists), junior captain Ahdan
Tait (three shots on goal), sophomore Ben Awashie (one assist) and
senior captain Felix Metzler (seven
shots). Opposing defenses like to
focus on the strong attack, but the

three yellow cards.
The defense has been a critical
factor for the Golden Eagles this
season and sophomore Harvey
Read has been at the forefront of
that. Even when he is assigned to
shut down the opposing attack, he
still finds a way to score as he has
two goals and an assist on the year.
Joining him in that backfield are
junior Gabe Kash (one assist), true
freshman Jonas Moen and sophomore Alex Mirsberger (10 shots).
Like Read, all of them know how to
play a very physical style of soccer
as each player has at least one yellow card to their name. Even with
the bookings, this group has held

their own, shutting down the opposition whenever they get the chance
to do so.
Once the Huskies get past the
defense, the focus revolves around
junior goaltender Chandler Hallwood. He has played in every game
and has made 39 saves while conceding 16 goals. With the Husky offense hungry for a win, he is going
to have to try his hardest to make
sure UConn stays off the board.
The Huskies will look for their
fifth win in the series tonight at 7
p.m. from Joseph J. Morrone Stadium. The game can be accessed via
FloSports with live stats provided
by StatBroadcast.

UConn men’s soccer fell short with an 0-1 match against Villanova this Wednesday at Morrone Stadium. The
Vernon Soccer Club joined the game during half-time with a quick scrimmage between the youth soccer
players. PHOTO BY IZZI BARTON, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Jon’s Take: Why the Red Sox might win the ALCS
(and why they might not)
by Jonathan Synott
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

After a second straight victory in
walk-off fashion, the Boston Red Sox
are heading to the American League
Championship Series for the first
time since their dominating 2018
postseason run. Through some massive hits and clutch pitching, they
took down the team with the best
record in the American League, the
Tampa Bay Rays, in just four games.
Now? It’s off to the ALCS, where
they square off against either the
Houston Astros or Chicago White
Sox.
This team started out the season as
massive underdogs, with one Sports
Illustrated article projecting the team
to finish the year with a sub .500 record. Expectations were low, especially coming off a horrendous 2020
season that saw the Sox win just 24
out of 60 games in a COVID-shortened slate.
Despite this, they’re here, duking
it out with the best teams in baseball, and doing a great job at it thus
far. After a much needed sweep of
the Nationals combined with the
Yankees dropping two of their last
three to the Rays to close out the year,
Boston earned home-field advantage
in the Wild Card game, where they
narrowly defeated New York due to
a couple Stantonian home runs that
would’ve helped out the Yankees in
any other stadium besides Fenway
Park.
Tough.
After a horrible start to the ALDS
in Tampa, including a Game 1 loss
and a Game 2 five-run first inning for
“ace” Chris Sale, the Red Sox seemed

to find their groove, winning that
contest by eight runs. Solid pitching
performances from Nick Pivetta, Nathan Eovaldi, Garrett Whitlock and
Eduardo Rodriguez gave Boston every opportunity to stay in these close
Games 3 and 4, and they certainly
capitalized, getting the job done on
walk-offs in consecutive nights. Time
to pop the bottles.
As the team starts the ALCS,
there’s plenty to be hopeful about.
For one, they just beat the best team
in the American League. While the
games weren’t exactly a walk in the
park, there’s an old adage that fits the
situation well: Good teams win close
games.
Sure, there was a controversial call
that saved the Red Sox from a run in
Game 3. But that very same inning,
Christian Vàsquez hit a two-run
walk-off bomb that would have won
the game regardless.
When Boston outfielder Alex Verdugo got thrown out at third on a
dime from Rays center fielder Kevin
Kiermaier in Game 4, the team didn’t
lose all hope. They stuck with it, shut
down the opposition in the top of the
ninth thanks to a great performance
from Whitlock and won the game
on a walk-off sacrifice fly. They even
dropped down a bunt to advance the
winning runner to second base, a
tactic that has become less and less
utilized in recent years.
Just look at these hit totals, man.
Since the Wild Card game (a five
game stretch), the Sox have put up 63
base knocks, all against postseason
competition. Kiké Hernandez was an
absolute force, becoming one of the
only people in playoff history with
seven consecutive hits. I’m pretty
sure everyone in the lineup for this

past series has had a big moment at
the plate, which is great to see down
this stretch. This team will do whatever it takes to win these games.
While the Red Sox pitching staff
has been near-horrible down the
stretch, they seem to be finding a
rhythm. Alex Cora has been playing
the role of chess grandmaster, using closers earlier and starters late
in games, all to limit the damage of
the opponent’s offense. For the most
part, it has been working. Cora looks
like a genius for his usage of Eduardo Rodriguez, who lasted just 1.2
innings, pitched in a tough Game 1
outing. In the clincher, he lasted five
innings while only giving up two
runs against the same, fantastic Tampa Bay lineup.
Despite this run being icing on
the cake of a very successful season,
everything seems to be clicking for
Boston right now, at the right time.
This team is only eight games away
from being World Series Champions.
While they have been doing well as of
late, each opponent will be as tough,
if not tougher than the last. While
this article will not print in time to
know the other ALDS winner, it is
likely that the Sox will be traveling
to Houston to take on the Astros in a
repeat of the 2018 ALCS.
Look, trash cans aside, Houston is
good. Their lineup is among the best
in all of baseball, and the pitching
staff finished seventh in the league
in ERA, fourth-best in the American
League. Furthermore, they killed the
Red Sox during the regular season,
winning the overall series 5-2 and
outscoring them 42-25. There’s a little
bit of a rivalry there, with the Astros
definitely looking for revenge after a
4-1 series loss in the 2018 ALCS.

Houston will look to capitalize
on each new pitcher Cora throws in
there, which will be interesting to
see. They held up despite a few hiccups in the ALDS, but can guys like
Chris Sale, Hansel Robles, Ryan
Brasier and Tanner Houck recover
from their last lackluster outings?
Sale, the team’s ace, has a postseason ERA of 7.27 following
his Game 2 start that saw a walk

and four hits, one of which was a
moonshot grand slam, in just one
full inning. Can he deliver for this
team fresh off of his Tommy John
surgery? If he blows another start,
can the Sox put up another 20 hits
to win the game? Regardless, Boston has a tough road ahead of them
and will need to build upon their
recent successes in order to reach
the promised land.

Boston Red Sox starting pitcher Nathan Eovaldi reacts after striking
out New York Yankees’ Kyle Higashioka to end the top of fifth inning of
an American League Wild Card playoff baseball game at Fenway Park,
Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021, in Boston. PHOTO BY CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Evan’s Take: The pain of being a Yankees fan
The New York Yankees are perhaps the most disappointing franchise post-2010. What could I start
with? How could the New York
front office be content with watching the rival Boston Red Sox win
in 2013 and 2018? It’s practically
the same every year. It’s excruciating to have high hopes of winning
a 28th ring every single year and
then proceed to blow it in every
way possible.
Let’s start with last week’s loss
to the Red Sox. New York put their
ace Gerrit Cole on the mound to
send the team to the American
League Division Series. All signs
pointed to New York winning this
game. With JD Martinez out of the
game, a shaky Boston bullpen and
a destructive Giancarlo Stanton,
who plays at Fenway Park as if he
is playing tee-ball at the park, why
wouldn’t New York fans be confident in their team? But let’s not
forget, this is the Yankees we’re
referencing. This is the same team
that signed Jacoby Ellsbury to a
$153 million deal and proceeded to
see him play far worse than he had
in the past.
Let’s talk about Coach Boone for
a moment. The hero of the 2003
American League Championship
Series and the same player who
thought it would be a good idea to
play some pickup basketball and
essentially ruin his career. The
same man Yankees ownership felt

would be an excellent fit to manage
the Bronx Empire. How did Boone
proceed to do as a manager? Boone
has achieved little postseason success with not a single World Series
appearance on a team that contains
superstar Aaron Judge, former
MVP Giancarlo Stanton, AL Cy
Young contender Gerrit Cole and a
wide array of talent. The idea that
Boone can even be comfortable
with his position amongst Yankees
management is absolutely insane.
Even worse, all signs are pointing
to ownership bringing this excuse
of a manager back.
But the team did have some energy at the end of the year and made
the playoffs. They also swept the
Red Sox on a monstrous performance at Fenway Park late in September. The cherry on top could be
seen in New York’s performance
against Red Sox Wild Card starter
Nathan Eovaldi. The former Yankees pitcher surrendered seven
runs to his former club in just two
� innings already this year. Despite
owning a lifetime 2.86 ERA before
Tuesday’s performance, “Nasty
Nate” simply needed to turn heads
to send the Red Sox to the ALDS.
Eovaldi proceeded to prove every Yankees fan wrong and pitched
an absolute gem in Tuesday’s performance. Other than Stanton,
Judge and Rizzo, New York essentially made the right-hander look
like a prime Pedro Martinez as the
Bronx Bombers walked away with
just a single run. Eovaldi got his
revenge on his former team in the
best possible way. But, let’s look on

the bright side; how did Cole do?
The “ace of the Yankees” performed at a level as bad as Yankees
legend Andrew Heaney. Boston
hit the cover off the ball and made
Cole look like he just got called up

“The New
York Yankees
are perhaps
the most
disappointing
franchise
post-2010”
EVAN RODRIGUEZ

from Double-A Trenton the day before the game. In just two innings,
Cole let shortstop Xander Bogaerts
clobber a ball deep to give Boston a
two-run lead. Boone was forced to
take Cole off the mound after putting Boston in another great posi-
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tion to score more runs. On top of
Bogaerts’ moonshot, Kyle Schwarber gave Cole traumatic flashbacks
and hit another home run to give
the Red Sox another insurance
run. What was the cherry on top
of Boston’s win? Garrett Whitlock,
another former Yankee who was
let go in the Rule 5 draft and picked
up by Boston, put away New York
with no error except for a late Stanton home run.
The team has no one to blame
but themselves. Against everything this team has stood for in its
time as a franchise, the team needs
to go into a rebuild. It is time for
New York to evaluate their future
with general manager Brian Cashman, as it may be time for a change.
An example of the longtime general manager’s failures came in 2014
when $471 million was dished out
in free agency. What was the result of these free agency moves?
A mere 84-win year for the Bronx
Bombers. While I am perfectly
fine with the team throwing large
amounts of money at the top free
agents each year, it may be time to
evaluate better options or developing prospects in their farm system,
especially when the team has seen
superstar Aaron Judge emerge
along with pitcher Luis Severino
from their farm system.
I can’t stand to watch this team
consistently underperform every
year. I can’t stand watching the
team lose to Boston and the little
brother New York Mets, a group
that finished fourth place in the
N.L. East. With Boston advancing

to the ALCS, Tampa Bay winning
the division despite a disappointing loss to Boston and Toronto
flexing a scary young core of Bo
Bichette and Vladimir Guerrero Jr., the A.L. East is one of the
scariest divisions in baseball.
One of the greatest physicists of
all time, Albert Einstein, once
said, “The definition of insanity
is to repeatedly do the same thing
and expect a different outcome.”
New York can’t sit stagnantly, live
by Einstein’s quote and watch the
rest of the league get better while
they watch the postseason from
Cancún. As a lifelong Yankees
fan, I speak for the fans when I
say the late great George Steinbrenner would be sick at the sight
of disappointment in this team.
As the winningest sports franchise of all time, the World Series
drought of this team is baffling
and pitiful. It’s time for a change,
and if that means rebuilding this
team from scratch, I’m perfectly
fine with that regardless of the
criticism from the media and
New York fans. This team does
not work together, and if the entire 2021 season did not signify
that, then the Wild Card game
made it apparent. It’s time for
Hal Steinbrenner to make a stand
and bring this team back to greatness, starting with a quality manager who can lead this team back
to a World Series trophy. If that’s
not possible, please sell the team,
get someone who can accomplish
that task and do all of New York
a favor.

Dr. Abdul El-Sayed
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It’s #UConnHomecoming week! Who’s
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