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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*42

as of 9:46 p.m. on Nov. 15

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)4

*positive test results

35 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 55 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

STUDENTS RETURN FROM COP26 

Banners promoting the 2021 UN Climate Change Conference, also known as COP26, decorate a street in 
Glasgow, Scotland. The conference, which ended Nov. 12, was attended by 14 University of Connecticut students. 
Since returning to campus, students shared their thoughts on the event and what could have been done better.
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by Ben Albee 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
benjamin.albee@uconn.edu

The delegation of 14 students and 
fi ve faculty from the University of 
Connecticut that attended the 26th 
Conference of Parties in Glasgow, 
Scotland had mixed feelings about 
the conference after coming home 
this weekend. 

COP26 is the 26th annual Confer-
ence of Parties, where world leaders 
gather to make international climate 
goals in accordance with the Paris 
Agreement. Countries who signed 
the United Nations framework con-
vention on climate change in 1994 
attend the summit each year to ne-
gotiate international plans to address 
climate change. COP26 was sched-
uled for 2020, but was postponed due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Each year since 2015, the UConn 
Offi  ce of Sustainability has sent a 
delegation of 14 students to the con-
ference to participate, according to 
its website. Through various events, 
climate activists from UConn are able 
to voice their concerns about interna-
tional climate action on an interna-
tional scale. 

The UConn delegation, which at-
tended the second week of the two-
week conference, engaged in panels, 
fairs and other grassroots events, but 
were largely kept out of high-profi le 
negotiations.  

Michio Agresta, a fi fth-semester 
natural resources major at UConn, 
spoke about performative events. 
He cites “greenwashing,” a term that 
refers to how organizations mislead 
the public about their environmental 
sustainability, as an issue from the 
beginning of the trip. 

“The fi rst day we showed up to the 
main conference where all delegates 

and politicians and corporations 
were, it was all very chaotic, political 
and greenwashed,” Agresta said in a 
phone interview. “People were giv-
ing big speeches on needing to work 
together, but that was not aligning 
[with] their actions.” 

Sena Wazer, a fi fth-semester envi-
ronmental studies major at UConn, 
spoke on the lack of representation at 
the event. Referring to her conversa-
tions with Indigenous activists from 
Latin America, Africa and India, 

Wazer addressed how there were 
few people speaking at COP26 that 
are personally impacted by the issue. 

“It was really powerful to hear 
from people who had personal ex-
perience, who were calling on COP 
to do more,” Wazer said in a phone 
interview. “But with layer upon 
layer of inequity, and rooms and 
conversations being closed off , in 
many ways the people being aff ect-
ed by climate change were not in the 
rooms where the decisions were be-

ing made.” 
Attendees were separated into two 

separate physical campuses during 
the conference, a “blue zone” and a 
“green zone,” according to Khadija 
Shaikh, a third semester environ-
mental studies major at UConn.  

Whereas wealthier parties were 
in the blue zone, many grassroots 
organizers coalesced in the green 
zone. Shaikh was one of the UConn 
students who was restricted to the 
green zones for part of the trip. Pre-

ferring the green zone, she agreed 
with Agresta that many people were 
greenwashing climate issues, and 
asserted that real change comes 
from grassroots organizers.  

“Organizations that have solu-
tions were in the green zone. Every-
one in the blue zone was greenwash-
ing, making big blank compromises 
to make plans to talk and create 
working groups. But no specifi c ac-
tions are taken,” said Shaikh in a 
phone interview. 

Wazer, the co-director of Sunrise 
CT, a branch of the national youth 
climate activist group, felt that the 
greatest eff ect of COP26 will be what 
happens when delegates come back 
home.  

“COP26 reinforced the idea that 
action needs to happen at the local, 
state and federal level,” said Wazer. 
“Elevating climate change action to 
a global level is an opportunity for 
countries to work together, but we 
have to go home and keep push-
ing. COP isn’t where we see major 
change happen.”

“But with layer upon 
layer of inequity, 
and rooms and 

conversations being 
closed off, in many 

ways the people being 
affected by climate 
change were not in 

the rooms where the 
decisions were being 

made.”
SENA WAZER

Alex Jones liable for defamation in Sandy Hook ‘hoax’ case

In this Sept. 5, 2018, file photo, Infowars host and conspiracy theo-
rist Alex Jones speaks outside of the Dirksen building on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. A Connecticut judge has found Jones liable for dam-
ages in lawsuits brought by parents of children killed in the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting. The parents of several children 
sued Jones over his claims that the massacre was a hoax.
PHOTOGRAPH BY JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP

(AP) — A Connecticut judge found 
Infowars host Alex Jones liable by 
default Monday in a defamation law-
suit brought by parents of children 
killed in the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting over the conspiracy 
theorist’s claims that the massacre 
was a hoax.

The ruling by the judge, who cited 
Jones’ refusal to abide by court rul-
ings or turn over evidence, means 
a jury will determine how much in 
damages Jones should pay to the 
families.

Shortly after the judge’s decision, 
Jones went on his show and said he’d 
been deprived of a fair trial.

“These individuals, again, are not 
allowing me to have a jury trial be-
cause they know the things they said 
I supposedly did didn’t happen,” he 
said. “They know they don’t have a 
case for damages. And so the judge 
is saying you are guilty of damages, 
now a jury decides how guilty you 
are. It’s not guilty until proven guilty.”

Judge Barbara Bellis took the rare 
step of issuing a default judgment in 
the case because she said Jones and 
his companies, Infowars and Free 
Speech Systems, had failed to turn 
over documents including records 
that might have showed how, and 
if, they had profi ted from spreading 

misinformation about the school 
shooting and other mass killings.

Norman Pattis, a lawyer for Jones, 
said an appeal of Bellis’ default ruling 
is planned.

“The ruling is founded neither in 
law or fact,” Pattis said in an email. 
“We remain confi dent that, in the 
end, the Sandy Hook families cannot 
prove either liability or damages. We 
think their lawyers know this; hence, 
the desperate eff ort to obtain a de-
fault.”

His lawyers have asked that Bellis 
be removed from the case, alleging 
she has not been impartial.

The ruling has the same outcome 
as a jury determining the case in fa-
vor of the families. A jury will now 
determine the damages.

Twenty fi rst-graders and six ed-
ucators were killed in the Decem-
ber 2012 shooting. The gunman, 
20-year-old Adam Lanza, killed his 
mother at their Newtown home be-
fore the shooting, and killed himself 
at the school as police arrived, offi  -
cials said.

The shooting was portrayed on 
Jones’ Infowars show as a hoax in-
volving actors aimed at increasing 
gun control. Jones has since ac-
knowledged the school shooting did 
occur.

Families of the victims said they 
have been subjected to harassment 
and death threats from Jones’ fol-
lowers because of the hoax conspir-
acy pushed on Infowars. They sued 
Jones and his companies for defa-
mation and infl iction of emotional 
distress. The hearing on damages 
before a jury is expected to be held 
next year.

“What’s clear from Judge Bellis’ 
ruling is that Alex Jones and the 
Jones defendants have engaged in a 
long, continuous course of miscon-
duct in this case designed to prevent 
the plaintiff s from getting evidence 
about Mr. Jones’ business and about 
his motives for publishing lies about 
them and their families,” said Chris-
topher Mattei, a lawyer for relatives 
of eight of the victims who sued 
Jones in Connecticut.

Messages were left for parents of 
some of the children killed in the 
shooting.

A Texas judge recently issued 
similar rulings against Jones in 
three defamation lawsuits brought 
by Sandy Hook families in that state, 
fi nding Jones liable for damages af-
ter defaulting him and his compa-
nies for not turning over documents. 
Hearings on damages also were or-
dered.

In one of the lawsuits, a Texas 
judge in 2019 ordered Jones to pay 
$100,000 in legal fees and refused 
to dismiss the suit. And a jury in 
Wisconsin awarded $450,000 to one 
of the parents in his lawsuit against 
conspiracy theorist writers, not in-
cluding Jones, who claimed the mas-
sacre never happened.

In the three Connecticut lawsuits, 
Jones previously was sanctioned for 
violating numerous orders to turn 
over documents and for an angry 
outburst on his web show against 
Mattei. A judge barred Jones from 
fi ling a motion to the dismiss the 
case — a ruling that was upheld af-
ter being appealed all the way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which declined 
to hear Jones’ appeal in April.

Rare November 
tornadoes hit 
Connecticut, 
Rhode Island

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) — Three 
tornadoes that hit Rhode Island and 
southeast Connecticut this weekend 
were the first since at least 1950 to strike 
the area in November, the National 
Weather Service said Sunday.

The service confirmed the three tor-
nadoes touched down Saturday eve-
ning. An EF-1 hit near Stonington, and 
Westerly, Rhode Island; an EF-0 hit in 
North Kingstown, Rhode Island; and 
another EF-0 touched down near Plain-
field, and Foster, Rhode Island. Repre-
sentatives from the service were in the 
region Sunday to investigate damage. 
No deaths or injuries were reported.

“Since 1950, there has never been 
a tornado recorded in CT or RI in the 
month of November,” the NWS tweet-
ed. “MA last recorded a November tor-
nado on 11/07/1971.”

The EF-1 had estimated peak winds 
of up to 90 mph (145 kph) and a max-
imum path width of 100 yards (91 
meters), according to the service’s pre-
liminary report. The twisters in North 
Kingston and Plainfield had estimated 
peak winds of up to 80 mph (129 kph).

In the path of the EF-1, a gutter and 
shutters were ripped off homes, a tram-
poline became lodged on a power line 
about 20 feet (6 meters) in the air and a 
metal shed was lifted and flipped before 
it was crushed by a large branch, among 
other damage, according to the service. 
In the North Kingston tornado’s path, 
at least four power poles were snapped 
and a fallen tree caused window and 
roof damage.
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6 teens injured in drive-by 
shooting near Denver school

Law enforcement officials survey the scene of a shooting in which six teenagers were injured in a park, 
Monday, Nov. 15, 2021, in Aurora, Colorado.    PHOTO BY PHILIP B. POSTON/AP

AURORA, Colo. (AP) — Six 
teenagers were wounded Mon-
day in a drive-by shooting in a 
park near a suburban Denver 
high school, but all were expect-
ed to survive, police said.

The victims, who range in age 
from 14 to 18, are all students 
at Aurora Central High School 
in Aurora, a diverse city east of 
Denver, said police chief Vanessa 
Wilson. She said she needed ev-
eryone to be “outraged” by what 
happened and come forward 
with any information they might 
have to help police find those re-
sponsible.

Wilson asked neighbors and 
other bystanders to share any 
videos or photos from phones or 
house surveillance systems that 
might help detectives identify 
the suspects, who haven’t been 
apprehended.

Multiple rounds fired from 
different guns were found at the 
scene, and it is possible some 
rounds were fired by someone 
on foot, she said.

Police officers assigned to the 
school were the first to respond 
to the shooting and saved the life 
of one victim by applying a tour-
niquet, Wilson said. That stu-
dent later underwent emergency 
surgery, she said.

Wilson said she’s relieved the 
students are expected to survive 
but said gun violence is a public 

health crisis.
“There is a violence crisis 

across the nation right now, and 
so I think we all need to pay at-
tention,” she said.

Three patients from the shoot-
ing were taken to Children’s 
Hospital Colorado. They were 
in stable condition and have all 
been reunited with their fami-
lies, spokesperson Caitlin Jen-
ney said.

Several students hugged one 
another outside the school as 
staff and police ushered stu-
dents away from the direction of 
the crime scene. Others shouted 
“Stay safe” as they parted ways.

Student Aariah McClain, 15, 
said she heard gunfire as she 
was walking near the school’s 
football field during lunch. She 
heard four shots at first, so she 
started walking toward the 
school. Then she said she heard 
“a whole lot more,” she said.

“I was shocked,” she said of 
the shooting, as she waited out-
side the school with her father, 
Harold McClain, for her 14-year-
old sister to be dismissed.

“I work and we pay taxes for 
these police to be here. I don’t 
see how this is even happening,” 
Harold McClain said. “They 
need more security.”

The school was put on a “se-
cure perimeter” because of the 
shooting, police said. That typi-
cally means no one is allowed in 
or out of a school but students 
and staff are able to move freely 
within the building.

Evette Mitchell, 47, rushed to 
the school to get her son, Trev-
ell, 15. He was in gym class when 
he heard the gunshots, and the 
teacher escorted them to the 
smaller gym.

“I did 90 (mph) on the high-
way,” she said, “because I didn’t 
know if it was my kid or not.”

Mitchell said she is frustrat-
ed because another shooting 

involving three teens happened 
near the school on a recent week-
end. Mitchell added parents get 
blamed for youth violence, but 
there are no affordable activities 
offered for students in the area.

“Everything costs. We’re all 
low-income families so it’s hard 
for us to find something for these 
kids to do,” said Mitchell, who 
said her son was going to be in 
online classes for the rest of the 
week because of the shooting.

According to U.S. News and 
World Report’s high school 
rankings, 67% of the school’s ap-
proximately 2,000 students are 
considered economically disad-
vantaged, qualifying for free or 
reduced lunch.

Michelle Marin, who lives 
across the street from the school, 
said she walks her dog at the 
park almost every morning and 
sees students hanging out there 
all the time, “but you never think 
something like that’s going to 
happen.”

“We have seen some lock-
downs but nothing with the cau-
tion tape or anything like that,” 
Marin said.

The shooting comes after an 
18-year-old died after being shot 
about 5 miles (8 kilometers) away 
on Sunday night.

A shooting was also report-
ed Friday in the parking lot of 
an Aurora mall, but police only 
found several shell casings when 
they arrived.

“There is a 
violence crisis 
across the nation 
right now, and so 
I think we all need 
to pay attention.”
POLICE CHIEF VANESSA WILSON

“I did 90 (mph) 
on the highway 
because I didn’t 
know if it was my 
kid or not.”
EVETTE MITCHELL

Middle Tennessee plans $66 
million upgrade to facilities

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. (AP) 
— Middle Tennessee will spend 
$66 million on a three-story foot-
ball building behind the north end 
zone of Floyd Stadium, the fi rst of 
a three-part plan to upgrade ath-
letics facilities costing at least $100 
million.

President Sidney A. McPhee an-
nounced the details at a news con-
ference Monday, days after Middle 
Tennessee decided to stay put in 
Conference USA.

“The importance of enhanced fa-
cilities became clear to me during 
the shifts in the national collegiate 
landscape prompted by the re-
alignment of athletic conferences,” 
McPhee said. “The decision we 
made to remain with Conference 
USA aligns squarely with our de-
sire to bring about meaningful 
change in our athletics campus.”

The fi rst project is expected to 
be fi nished before the 2024 football 

season. The new building will be 
constructed on the site of the cur-
rent weight and gameday rooms 
next to Murphy Center and will 
house training, strength and con-
ditioning and equipment centers.

The football locker room, meet-
ing rooms and personnel offi  ces 
will be moved to the new building 
from Murphy Center, freeing up 
that space.

Middle Tennessee also launched 
a fundraising campaign designed 
to raise $15 million over five years. 
Football coach Rick Stockstill and 
his wife, Sara, made a $500,000 
donation at the news conference.

The second phase will upgrade 
Murphy Center by adding a 
skills center for men’s and wom-
en’s basketball and a full-length 
court. The third phase features a 
multipurpose indoor practice fa-
cility to be used by all 17 athletic 
programs.

Is burgundy maroon? Gunman’s 
lawyers argue they’re different

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooter Nikolas Cruz is shown 
at the defense table during a hearing at the Broward County Court-
house in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. on Monday, Nov. 15, 2021. Attorneys 
for Cruz told a judge Monday that detectives made false statements 
to get the search warrants allowing them to seize evidence from his 
cellphone and bedroom, including an argument over whether burgun-
dy and maroon are the same color.    PHOTO BY AMY BETH BENNETT/AP

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) — Attorneys for Florida high 
school shooter Nikolas Cruz told a 
judge Monday that detectives made 
false statements to get the search 
warrants allowing them to seize ev-
idence from his cellphone and bed-
room, including an argument over 
whether burgundy and maroon are 
the same color.

The attorneys want Circuit Judge 
Elizabeth Scherer to bar prosecutors 
from showing jurors the videos, pho-
tos and messages found on his phone 
and guns, ammunition and other 
items seized from the friend’s home 
where he was living when he mur-
dered 17 people at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High in Parkland.

Cruz, 23, faces trial starting in 
January to determine if he will be 
executed or receive a life sentence 
without parole for the Feb. 14, 
2018, massacre. He pleaded guilty 
last month to murdering 14 stu-
dents and three staff  members and 
the attempted murder of 17 others 
who were wounded.

Assistant public defender Nawal 
Bashimam told Scherer that Bro-
ward County sheriff ’s detectives 
John Curcio and Walter Foster 
made false statements to the mag-
istrate who granted the home and 
phone search warrants. She ques-
tioned both detectives Monday, 
getting into minute details of the af-
fi davits they wrote hours after the 
shooting seeking the warrants.

Bashimam said the detectives 
falsely claimed that security guard 
Andrew Medina had identifi ed 
Cruz as the shooter. A transcript 
of the guard speaking to detectives 
shortly after the shooting show he 
could not immediately remember 
the name of the suspicious person 
he spotted entering campus, only 
that he was a troubled former stu-
dent. Cruz had been expelled a year 
earlier after a history of threaten-
ing, frightening, unusual and some-
times violent behavior that dated 
back to preschool. Medina later 
remembered Cruz’s name when re-
minded by another guard.
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Racial disparities in kids’ 
vaccinations are hard to track

Cameron West, 9, receives a COVID-19 vaccination at Englewood Health in Englewood, New Jersey, Monday, 
Nov. 8, 2021. Health systems have released little data on the racial breakdown of youth vaccinations, and 
community leaders fear that Black and Latino kids are falling behind.    PHOTO BY SETH WENIG/AP

(AP) — The rollout of COVID-19 
shots for elementary-age children 
has exposed another blind spot in the 
nation’s efforts to address pandemic 
inequalities: Health systems have re-
leased little data on the racial break-
down of youth vaccinations, and com-
munity leaders fear that Black and 
Latino kids are falling behind.

Only a handful of states have made 
public data on COVID-19 vaccina-
tions by race and age, and the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention does not compile racial break-
downs either.

Despite the lack of hard data, public 
health officials and medical profes-
sionals are mindful of disparities and 
have been reaching out to commu-
nities of color to overcome vaccine 
hesitancy. That includes going into 
schools, messaging in other languag-
es, deploying mobile vaccine units 
and emphasizing to skeptical parents 
that the shots are safe and powerfully 
effective.

Public health leaders believe racial 
gaps are driven by work and trans-
portation barriers, as well as lingering 
reluctance and information gaps. Par-
ents who do not have transportation 
will have a harder time getting their 
children to and from appointments. 
Those who do not have flexible work 
schedules or paid family leave may 
delay vaccinating their kids because 
they will not be able to stay home if 
the children have to miss school with 
minor side effects.

In the few places that do report 
child COVID-19 vaccines by race, the 
breakdowns vary.

In Michigan, Connecticut and 
Washington, D.C., white children got 
vaccinated at much higher rates than 
their Black counterparts. But in New 
York City, white children between 13 
and 17 are vaccinated at lower rates 
than Black, Latino and Asian kids.

In Connecticut, vaccination rates 
for 12- to 17-year-olds in many wealthy, 
predominantly white towns exceed 
80%.

In Hartford, 39% of children be-
tween 12 and 17 are fully vaccinated. 
Across the city line in the suburb of 

West Hartford, 88% of children the 
same age are fully vaccinated, accord-
ing to state data updated in November.

Hartford’s school system is 80% 
Black and Latino. West Hartford’s 
schools are 73% white.

On Monday morning, parents 
who dropped off their children at a 
diverse Hartford elementary school 
provided a glimpse into the various 
opinions around child COVID-19 
vaccinations. The school’s enroll-
ment is more than 75% Latino, Black 
and Asian.

Some expressed mistrust of the 
vaccines and had no plans to get their 
children vaccinated. Others were 
completely on board. One father was 
skeptical at first, but said communi-
cations from the school persuaded 
him of the benefits of vaccinations 
for students, including an end to the 
disruptions to in-person learning.

Ed Brown said his 9-year-old son 
will be vaccinated because the boy’s 
mother feels strongly about it, even 
though he still has some reserva-
tions. One result of the shot becom-
ing available for his son, Brown said, 
is that he will get vaccinated himself.

“I will not give my son something I 
don’t know is safe,” said Brown, who 
is Black.

Another parent, Zachary Colon, 
said she was determined not to have 
her children vaccinated.

“I’m not vaccinating my son,” she 
said. “I read it got FDA approval real-
ly quickly. I’m afraid they don’t know 
enough about it.”

Leslie Torres-Rodriguez, the su-
perintendent of Hartford schools, 
said the low vaccination rate among 
her students means more of them 
end up missing school.

If vaccinated students are exposed 
to infected people, they can come to 
school as long as they are not show-
ing symptoms. Unvaccinated stu-
dents have to test negative in order to 
return immediately.

“That can become another barrier 
for some of our families. Some of our 
families, for a variety of reasons, they 
don’t get the test, and so they have to 
wait out the seven to 10 days. And 

so absolutely, it has kept students 
home,” she said.

In Washington, lingering reluc-
tance in the Black community has 
been mirrored in low vaccination 
rates among Black adolescents. The 
most recent numbers provided by 
the District of Columbia Department 
of Health show that the rate of full 
vaccination among Black children 
between 12 and 15 is just over half that 
of their white counterparts: 29 per-
cent compared with 54 percent.

During a recent event to promote 
the start of vaccinations for children 
as young as age 5, Health Department 
Director Dr. LaQuandra Nesbitt ac-
knowledged that reluctance has been 
difficult to overcome despite months 
of public campaigning in the nation’s 
capital.

“People have to want to be vacci-
nated,” she said. “It’s not always an 
access issue. It’s a choice issue.”

In Seattle, the Odessa Brown Chil-
dren’s Clinic began hosting mobile 
clinics, offering in-home vaccina-
tions and providing information in 
an array of languages to reach fam-
ilies who might otherwise not have 
gotten a shot for their kids. About 
40% of the clinic’s patients are Black 
and 30% speak a language other than 
English, while 70% are on Medicaid.

Chicago’s public health depart-
ment planned to expand its in-home 
vaccination program to ages 5 and up 
starting this week. Comer Children’s 
Hospital at the University of Chicago 
and the Loyola Medicine center west 
of Chicago both planned to send mo-
bile pediatric vaccination units into 
underserved communities in the 
coming days.

The White House has made health 
equity a top priority, and its corona-
virus task force said last week that 
the country has closed the racial gap 
among the overall population of 194 
million people who are fully vac-
cinated. The Biden administration 
also said it is spending nearly $800 
million to support organizations that 
seek to broaden vaccine confidence 
among communities of color and 
low-income Americans.

New outbreak prompts China to lock down university campus
BEIJING (AP) — China has con-

fined nearly 1,500 university students 
to their dormitories and hotels follow-
ing an outbreak of COVID-19 in the 
northeastern city of Dalian.

The order was issued Sunday after 
several dozen cases were reported at 
Zhuanghe University City and hun-
dreds of students were transferred to 
hotels for observation.

Students were attending class re-
motely and having their meals deliv-
ered to their rooms.

The lockdown is the latest example 
of China’s zero-tolerance approach to 
the outbreak, which has brought con-
siderable disruption to people’s lives 
and livelihoods.

Quarantines, obligatory testing and 
travel restrictions have become the 
new normal for those even remotely 
caught up in outbreaks. The country’s 
vaccination rate is among the world’s 
highest and authorities have begun 
administering booster shots as winter 
descends.

While those measures have met 
little open resistance, the recent kill-
ing of a quarantined person’s pet dog 
by health workers brought a wave of 

People wearing face masks to protect against COVID-19 wait in line to 
enter a store at an outdoor shopping center in Beijing, Saturday, Nov. 
13, 2021.    PHOTO BY MARK SCHIEFELBEIN/AP

complaints online. The incident in the 
central city of Shangrao prompted 
local authorities to issue a statement 
saying the pet owner and health work-
ers had “reached an understanding.”

Following the incident, the China 
Small Animal Protection Association 
called for a quarantine system to care 
for pets caught in such situations.

“Pets are people’s spiritual part-
ners and should not be harmed un-
der the pretext of fighting the pan-

demic,” it said in a statement. “If you 
bring the hand of doom down on an 
innocent life without the slightest 
ability to defend itself, then how can 
you even talk about humanitarian-
ism?”

Among other new measures, Bei-
jing starting Wednesday will require 
all people arriving from other parts 
of the country by plane, train, bus or 
car to produce a negative virus test 
taken over the previous 48 hours.

Unions seek bargaining rights 
for National Guard members

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — La-
bor unions filed a lawsuit Monday 
seeking collective bargaining rights 
for Connecticut National Guard 
members on active state duty or-
dered by the governor, saying they 
should be entitled to organize the 
same way as civilian state employ-
ees.

A 1978 federal law makes it a 
criminal felony for members of the 
armed forces, including the Nation-
al Guard, to join or attempt to form 
a labor organization. But the statute 
only applies to service members 
when they are on active federal 
duty ordered by U.S. military of-
ficials, according to the Veterans 
Legal Services Clinic at Yale Law 
School.

The clinic is representing four 
Connecticut state employees unions 
that filed the lawsuit against U.S. 
Attorney General Merrick Garland 
and the Department of Justice. The 
lawsuit seeks confirmation that 
the law does not prevent Nation-
al Guard members from unioniz-
ing while on active state duty and 
that they would not face criminal 
charges for doing so.

Maj. David Pytlik, a spokesper-
son for the Connecticut National 
Guard, declined to comment on the 
lawsuit’s claims, but said in a state-
ment that the Guard has no “bear-
ing on the court’s interpretation of 
Federal law.”

The office of Democratic Gov. 
Ned Lamont and the Justice De-
partment declined to comment on 
the suit, which was filed in federal 
court in Connecticut.

“When we’re on state active duty, 
we are proud to help our home 
state respond to natural disasters, 
public health crises, and other 

emergencies,” Christopher Albani, 
a former member of the 103rd Civil 
Engineer Squadron in East Granby, 
Connecticut, said in a statement. 
“We just wish we had the same op-
portunity to join together as do the 
civilian state employees alongside 
whom we work.”

The Connecticut National Guard 
has been called to state duty sev-
eral times over the past two years. 
Members have helped with cleanup 
efforts after major storms, aided 
police in response to protests and 
served during the state’s response 
to the coronavirus, including set-
ting up field hospitals and distrib-
uting supplies during the early days 
of the pandemic.

“Yet Guard members were not 
able to bargain over COVID-19 
safety precautions, even though 
the state employees they worked 
directly alongside were able to have 
a voice in COVID-19 testing, shift 
safety, and other necessary precau-
tions,” said Jody Barr, a former Na-
tional Guard member and current 
executive director of Council 4 of 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees, 
a union with 30,000 members in 
Connecticut.

Council 4 is one of the four unions 
that filed the lawsuit, along with the 
Connecticut Police and Fire Union, 
the National Association of Gov-
ernment Employees and the Civil 
Service Employees International 
Union Local 2001.

Grace Judge, a law student in-
tern at Yale’s Veterans Legal Ser-
vices Clinic, said the lawsuit ap-
pears to be the first litigation over 
the federal law barring military 
Guard members from unionizing 
in state duty.

Members of the Connecticut Air and Army National Guard unload 
crates of supplies for a temporary field hospital to be constructed 
by week’s end at Southern Connecticut State University’s Moore Field 
House, March 31, 2020, in New Haven, Connecticut. Labor unions filed a 
lawsuit Monday, Nov. 15, 2021, seeking collective bargaining rights for 
Connecticut National Guard members on active state duty ordered by 
the governor, saying they should be entitled to organize the same way 
as civilian state employees.    PHOTO BY KATHY WILLENS/AP

Florida GOP moves to combat 
vaccine mandates, virus rules

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
Florida lawmakers on Monday be-
gan debating a package of bills to 
combat coronavirus vaccine man-
dates, continuing Republican Gov. 
Ron DeSantis’ fight against virus 
rules.

The weeklong special legisla-
tive session in the GOP-controlled 
statehouse includes proposals to let 
workers opt out of COVID-19 vac-
cine mandates and allow parents to 
sue schools with masking require-
ments.

DeSantis has become one of the 
highest profile Republican gover-
nors in the country through his 
vocal opposition to lockdowns, 
mask rules and vaccine mandates. 
That has helped elevate his stature 
within the Republican party as he 
runs for reelection and eyes a po-
tential 2024 bid. He called the spe-
cial session amid continued public 
sparring with the administration 
of Democratic President Joe Biden 
over federal vaccine mandates.

The Republican measures would 
bar private businesses from hav-

ing coronavirus vaccine mandates 
unless they allow exemptions for 
medical reasons, religious beliefs, 
proof of immunity based on a pri-
or COVID-19 infection, regular 
testing and an agreement to wear 
protective gear. Employers would 
be subject to fines up to $50,000 
for firing a worker without offering 
the exemptions. Another provision 
bars COVID-19 vaccine mandates 
for public school and government 
workers in Florida.

Democrats have denounced the 
special session as political theater 
meant to raise DeSantis’ standing 
within the GOP.

“I am sick and tired of having to 
be a pawn in Gov. Ron DeSantis’ po-
litical ambitions,” said Rep. Anna 
Eskamani, an Orlando Democrat.

Florida Republicans argue the 
bills are necessary to prevent over-
reach by the White House.

“We don’t believe that the fed-
eral government should be in a 
position to force vaccines,” said 
House Speaker Chris Sprowls, a 
Republican.
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n August, a Freedom of Information Act request was ini-
tiated by UConn philosophy PhD student steve núñez. It 
revealed that the University of Connecticut Police Depart-
ment’s arsenal contains 82 AR-15s, 130 pistols, 61 tasers and 
104,750 rounds of ammunition. In this article, The Daily 
Campus fully supports the criticisms and questions artic-
ulated by núñez, and wants to elaborate on the problems 

of a militarized university police department. 
In 2020, the Department of Administrative Services, along with 

then-UConn President Thomas Katsouleas initially denied núñez’s 
request for information about the UCPD weaponry on the grounds 
that it could endanger the lives of officers. Such information was 
later released accidentally by UConn legal representatives anyway. 
In response to a Daily Campus request for comment, a statement 
provided by UCPD Chief Gerald Lewis claims the department’s 
inventory “contains an adequate amount of equipment to enable our 
officers to meet our goal of being able to protect our university com-
munity against potentially violent situations” and supports efforts 
to “prevent these types of incidents before they occur.” 

As núñez notes in the above article, these FOIA documents do not 
note the full extent of the department’s arsenal, as indicated by the 
DOD 1033 program, which distributes military weapons to police 
departments around the country. Further, another FOIA request 
by núñez found that the five most frequent crimes addressed by the 
UCPD are non-violent. On these grounds alone, the extent of the 
department’s weapons cannot be reasonably claimed to contribute 
to the public safety at UConn. 

Massive firepower among officers of public safety may actually 
contribute to potential threats. The threat of “potentially violent 
situations” is related to a culture of gun-ownership in the United 
States and to the veneration of figures such as police officers who 
brandish deadly weapons. An armory filled with weapons such 
as assault rifles, shotguns and sniper rifles may contribute to the 
alienation of “public safety” officers from the communities they are 
supposed to serve.

According to the philosophy that officers of public safety should 
carry deadly weapons throughout the community, it may make sense 
to account for one reasonably deadly weapon per officer within the 
arsenal. The amount of deadly weapons the UCPD holds currently 
is in wild excess of this amount, and their killing capabilities equally 
exceed the probability of a “potentially violent situation” which the 
department believes could justify such an arsenal.

The actual probability of such an attack occurring on campus, the 
utility of excessively deadly weapons to respond, and thus the efficacy 
of a heavily armored police force are all things we can’t reliably assess. 
The UCPD itself is unable to adequately explain both the probability 
of such attacks and how their excessive weaponry would help the 
community if such an attack did occur. On the other hand, UConn is 
already faced with innumerable problems, the harm of which to our 
community is evident and the solutions to which require scarce funds.

UConn needs mental health counseling accessible to students re-
gardless of their ability to pay to address mental health issues which 
have taken members of the UConn student body. We need subsidies 
for students who struggle with food and housing insecurity. We need 
more resources for teachers and students, especially those whose 
departments face and have faced downsizing and budget cuts as a 
result of COVID-19. We need programs helping low-income families 
access UConn, such as the Connecticut Commitment, which was 
defunded last year. Every dollar spent on a weapon is a dollar that 
could have been allocated toward these issues, which contributes 
to the suffering of the community, all caused by poor distribution 
of resources.

As noted by the student movement Defund UCPD in the summer 
of 2020, the department’s budget is $18 million. The vast majority of 
crimes this department responds to are drug- and alcohol-related, 
and their past conduct responding to sexual assault cases, the most 
frequent kind of violent crime, is less than satisfactory. Only half 
of the UCPD’s budget could provide 64 mental health counselors 
at UConn Student Health and Wellness, and this same amount of 
money could allow many low-income students to attend UConn and 
pay for innumerably more meals for hungry students.

The amount of weapons and funding which the UCPD has at pres-
ent are untenable. As a critical matter of public safety, the contents 
of their armory should be public knowledge, or at least accessible by 
Freedom of Information requests. Further, given the consequences 
to public livelihood at UConn, our police department’s arms and 
funding should be democratized, and approved by the community 
rather than administrators alone. Most importantly, we need to invest 
every available dollar in desperately needed human resources, not 
more weapons or police. 

Editorial

Defund and 
demilitarize the 
UCPD

Positive learning 
environments are 
important for success

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.
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“Are you sure you want to be a doctor?”
“Maybe you want to rethink going to grad-

uate school?”
“Law school is really hard, you know.”
“It’s not too late to switch into an ‘easier’ 

major.”
Maybe you’ve heard of professors asking 

your friends questions like the ones above 
after going to them for help. Or maybe a 
professor asked you one of these questions 
during office hours after you didn’t get the 
grade you wanted on an exam, and you went 
to seek advice for improving. Regardless of 
the circumstances, if a professor asks you 
any of these questions, or doubts your capa-
bilities because of a few exam scores, it can 
be extremely discouraging.

College should be a time where students 
figure out what they want to do with the rest 
of their lives. And it’s perfectly fine to switch 
your major or graduate still not knowing 
exactly what you want to do. However, it is 
absolutely not okay for professors or others 
who are supposed to encourage you to cre-
ate self-doubt and make you believe you are 
not good enough to go into your chosen field 
— especially if it’s a field you are extremely 
passionate about.

Saying something like “Are you sure you 
want to be a doctor?” to a student on a pre-
med track can create immense self-doubt 
and a feeling of imposter syndrome, which 
many college students already face. If a stu-
dent does poorly on a couple exams and then 

asks a professor for help, it is because 
the student recognizes they are strug-

gling and they want to do better, not 
because they want to be met with 
condescension and to feel bad about 
themselves.

Besides, a few exam scores do 
not indicate whether someone is cut 

out for a certain profession or career 
path. Just because a student had a bad 

day, didn’t quite understand the material 
or was unable to properly memorize exact-
ly what would be on an exam does not mean 
they should consider switching their major 
or life plans. Being “good” at a certain job is 
more than understanding what is taught in 
a particular class. Life skills and personality 
traits, like compassion and empathy, can go 
a long way and are often much more import-
ant than simply memorizing facts during 
one's undergraduate career.

Discouraging students in such a way is 
not a rare occurrence either — it is colloqui-
ally known as “academic snobbery” and is 
quite common in universities. The negative 
consequences of professors displaying overt 
signs of academic snobbery toward students 
includes not only filling students with self-
doubt and questions of whether they are 
“good enough” for their field of choice, but 
also turning away students from their cho-
sen path. When students are given the im-
pression they will not succeed in a field by 
someone very familiar with said field, they 
are less likely to pursue it.

Rather than discouraging students and 
being condescending, professors must fos-

ter a positive environment. When students 
approach them for help, they need to en-
courage them, through teaching better study 
strategies rather than questioning their abil-
ity to succeed in the field. In addition, if dis-
couragement seems like a pervasive problem 
across the entire class, they should look in-
trospectively and figure out how to ensure 
more students succeed. Professors cannot 
set students up for failure because their class 
is too difficult — this does not foster a good 
learning environment.

This brings me to my 
next point: classes 
that have the rep-
utation of be-
ing “weed-out” 
classes. Weed-
out classes are 
extremely pop-
ular in STEM 
fields. These re-
fer to introduc-
tory classes that 
are made to be ex-
tremely challenging 
so those who fail end 
up switching their major 
or career path. Such classes are ex-
tremely detrimental to the success of college 
students.

Performing poorly in weed-out classes, 
once again, could be for a multitude of rea-
sons. Yet this is often taken as a sign that 
students are in the wrong field. Once again, 
rather than discouraging students from pur-
suing a passion, it would be much more ben-
eficial to foster their love of the subject and 
encourage that they stick with it.

Another major concern with weed-out 
classes is that they discourage underrepre-
sented groups, such as women and BIPOC 
from low-income communities, from en-
tering STEM fields because many of these 
groups have not had the same access to re-
sources that other groups have had.

In a study from Science Magazine, 46% 
of science chairs from research universities 
believe that weed-out classes are harmful 
because they discourage students who are 
interested in STEM fields from pursuing 
careers in the field. However, 57% of these 
same science chairs felt no need to change 
such introductory weed-out courses.

Rather than focusing on making their 
classes the toughest, most difficult learning 
environments to discourage students from 
pursuing careers in these fields, professors 
need to change the way they teach their 
classes. Whether this is by listening to feed-
back from students and changing the way 
they offer help or by restructuring the class 
altogether, learning environments in college 
must foster a passion for a subject, not dis-
courage students to the point that they de-
cide they are not good enough to continue in 
the field they want to pursue.

Positive learning environments can 
change the way students view their fields 
of choice and can also immensely help their 
mental health. It is past time for professors 
to move away from condescending com-
ments and weed-out classes, and instead 
learn how to better encourage students to 
pursue their passions.

by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu
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Proof why you should never remake a classic
‘Home Sweet Home Alone:’

by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

The holidays are fast approach-
ing, and streaming giants are once 
again releasing content by the truck-
load to meet the demands of custom-
ers looking for their jingle bell-fi x. 
Disney+ kicked o�  its holiday lineup 
with “Home Sweet Home Alone,” a 
reboot of the 1990 Christmas classic, 
“Home Alone,” and its four subse-
quent sequels.  

When fi rst announced, the fi lm 
showed tremendous promise with 
Ellie Kemper (“The O�  ce,” “Un-
breakable Kimmy Schmidt”), Rob 
Delaney (“Catastrophe”) and Kenan 
Thompson (“Saturday Night Live,” 
“Kenan and Kel”) in major roles. 
With such comedic talent at the 
helm of this production, what could 
go wrong? 

The end result was a tremendous 
disappointment that cannot hold a 
candle to the original 1990 feature. 
I’d even argue the same for 1992’s 
“Home Alone 2: Lost in New York” 
despite it also not being as strong as 
the original. 

In all honesty, I really wanted to 
like this movie. The “Home Alone” 
franchise holds a special place in my 
heart, as it does for many Millenni-
als and Gen Zers. The problem with 
“Home Sweet Home Alone,” how-
ever, is that the audience does not 
know who to root for as the hijinks 
ensue. Instead of simply following 
the story of Max Mercer (Archie 
Yates) after his family leaves for a 
holiday vacation to Tokyo, the mov-
ie divides storytelling time between 

the 10-year-old protagonist and the 
burglars robbing his home. 

Burglar is probably too strong of 
a word in this case, as Pam and Je�  
McKenzie (Kemper and Delaney) are 
the farthest things from common 
criminals one would expect from the 
slapstick comedy franchise. Unlike 
the “Wet Bandits” of the fi rst two 
movies, the McKenzies are a lovable 
couple who have fallen on hard times 
and need to sell their family house. 
When they realize a rare toy worth 
enough to save their home is stolen 
by Max, they break in to retrieve it, 
and bear the brunt of Max’s well-

planned booby-trapped funhouse.  
In doing so, the comedic aspect is 

completely lost. Frankly, I don’t think 
I’ve ever cringed more while watch-
ing a Christmas fl ick as I did with 
this movie. Not because the acting or 
directing choices were bad, but rath-
er because I hated seeing loveable 
characters in so much pain, espe-
cially at the hand of the less-likable 
Max, whose British accent and lav-
ish home made him seem more like 
a spoiled brat than a clever genius. 
I mean, watching Marv’s face being 
smashed with a hot iron in “Home 
Alone” made me laugh my head o� , 
but watching a cheery elementary 
school teacher with bare, burned feet 
walk on a sea of Lego pieces made me 
wince in agony. 

I have to give the writing team a 

little credit. They had to take the sto-
ryline in this type of direction to keep  
it new and innovative. After all, the 
problem with the third, fourth and 
fi fth installments of the franchise was 
that they told the same story over 
and over, with just a new smart-al-
eck 10-year-old slapping their hands 
against their cheeks after they put on 
aftershave. Yes, they had to try some-
thing new, but by complicating the 
story, the audience is left hating its 
hero and sympathizing with its vil-
lains.  

The one thing this movie did get 
right, however, was the abundant ref-
erences and Easter eggs to the original 
fi lm. Set in suburban Chicago, the sto-
ry is told within the same universe as 
the original movies, with Kevin Mc-
Callister now grown-up and CEO of 
McCallister Home Security. Though 
Macaulay Culkin does not make a 
cameo in the fi lm, viewers do get a 
visit from Devin Ratray, who reprises 
his role as Kevin’s trout-sni�  ng old-
er brother Buzz. Paying homage to 
its predecessors in this way certainly 
earns the fi lm some extra points in my 
book. 

Overall, while the story lacks the 
traditional charm of the other “Home 
Alone” movies, there are certainly 
worse holiday movies to waste your 
time on (I’m looking at you, Hallmark 
Channel). So while die-hard Kevin 
McCallister fans will be left disap-
pointed, uncovering all of the hidden 
references is mildly entertaining and 
it could be a fun “let me put some-
thing on TV in the background while 
I get things done” kind of movie. 

“Home Sweet Home Alone” is avail-
able to stream on Disney+. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
cringed more while watching 
a Christmas fl ick as I had 

with this movie.”

Rating: 2/5 
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ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
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ie divides storytelling time between 

a spoiled brat than a clever genius. 
I mean, watching Marv’s face being 
smashed with a hot iron in “Home 
Alone” made me laugh my head o� , 
but watching a cheery elementary 
school teacher with bare, burned feet 
walk on a sea of Lego pieces made me 
wince in agony. 

I have to give the writing team a 

Channel). So while die-hard Kevin 
McCallister fans will be left disap-
pointed, uncovering all of the hidden 
references is mildly entertaining and 
it could be a fun “let me put some-
thing on TV in the background while 
I get things done” kind of movie. 

“Home Sweet Home Alone” is avail-
able to stream on Disney+. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB.COM
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by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 
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Thanksgiving Special

Happy Thanksgiving, my fellow 
historians! Despite many of us still 
having not fi nished our Hallow-
een candy, turkey day is just a week 
away, bringing an endless supply of 
mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce 
and the occasional uncomfortable 
family dinner table conversation. 

In a special edition of This Week in 
History, we will take a look at the real 
story behind Thanksgiving, debunk 
several  myths we’ve been misled to 
believe and uncover the truths be-
hind the most puzzling holiday tradi-
tions. So let’s dive in! 

In 1621, exactly 400 years ago, 
the “First Thanksgiving” was cel-
ebrated in what is now Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. 

We all know the legend: the Pil-
grims came to the “New World” 
to escape religious persecution in 
England, and though they faced 
hardships during their fi rst year at 
Plymouth Plantation, the “friendly 
Indians” helped them farm and thus 
have a successful harvest. 

So there are some truths to this. 
Yes, most  Pilgrims — Protestant 
separatists from Plymouth, England 
— came to North America in the fall 
of 1620 to establish a religious hav-
en, though some Pilgrims made the 
voyage just to make money and own 
their own land. 

The Wampanoags, among several 
other Native American groups, had 
inhabited the area for thousands of 
years prior to the Pilgrams arrival.  
To better defend themselves against 
their rival tribe the Narragansetts, 
the Wampanoags signed a peace 
treaty with the Pilgrams.  

The “First Thanksgiving” was not 
a one-day a� air, but rather a three-
day festival that included a feast, 
hunting and other forms of enter-
tainment, with venison, fi sh and corn 
most likely on the menu.  Because the 
Pilgrims’ sugar stash was most likely 
eaten on the Mayfl ower and potatoes 
had not yet reached New England,  

mashed potatoes and pumpkin pie 
were not served at the “First Thanks-
giving.” 

At the time, the concept of 
Thanksgiving was not unique. In 
ancient times, Egyptians and Ro-
mans celebrated good harvests in 
the fall with feasts and rituals to 
thank their deities for their health 
and prosperity. Christians followed 
suit, and thus, the tradition dates 
back much further than 1621. 

This harvest festival marked 
the beginning of a 50-year peace-
time between the Pilgrims and the 
Wampanoags. Peace was short-
lived though, as 
50 years of En-
glish expan-
sion into 
Wa m p a -
noag ter-
r i t o r y 

pushed 
the tribes 
to their 
b r e a k i n g 
point. Meta-
com, who ad-
opted the English 
name Philip, united the 
Wampanoags, Narragansetts and 
smaller tribes to retaliate against 
European encroachment in what 
would be called “King Phillip’s 
War.” In the end, colonists killed 
thousands of the Wampanoag and 

Narragansett, decimating a popu-
lation already struggling against 
European diseases. The colonies 
of Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut were subsequent-
ly built on land stolen from these 
groups, among others, despite their 
feast just fi ve decades prior. 

In 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln declared Thanksgiving 
a national holiday. 

While the “First Thanksgiving” 
occurred in the 17th century, the 
fi rst legal Thanksgiving occurred 
during the Civil War in an attempt 
by the president to bring Ameri-

cans together despite the bitter con-
fl ict that divided them. 

Lincoln was primarily heeding 
the request of author Sarah Josep-
ha Hale, known for writing the 
nursery rhyme, “Mary Had a Little 

Lamb.” For 36 years, Hale wrote 
letters to senators, governors and 
presidents advocating for the na-
tional holiday of Thanksgiving. 
Fun fact: She also published sev-
eral recipes for preparing tur-
key, cranberries and pumpkin 
pie in magazines that circulated 
throughout the Northeast and 
Midwest, so you can think of Mrs. 
Hale every time you sit down for a 
meal of the modern Thanksgiving 
staples. 

In 1924, 97 years ago, the fi rst 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Pa-
rade marched down the streets 

of Midtown 
Manhattan. 

The 1920s 
— or rath-

er, the 
R o a r -

i n g 
2 0 s 

— 

w a s 
a n 

u n -
p r e c -

e d e n t e d 
time of 

wealth and 
glamor for the 

U.S.. Department 
stores were booming 

as commercialism and consumer-
ism came of age in the modern era, 
and none were more dominant 
than Macy’s Department Store. 

Macy's Herald Square location 
on 34th Street in New York ex-

panded to cover an entire city 
block, becoming the largest de-
partment store in the world. To 
celebrate, Macy’s held a six-mile 
parade on Thanksgiving Day, 
beginning far north in Harlem 
and ending in front of their fl ag-
ship store. The parade was a 
smashing success and began a 
new holiday tradition, gathering 
thousands of spectators, some of 
whom even joined in the parade 
as it made its way downtown. 

By the late 1940s, TV tried to 
capture the magic, with Macy’s 
granting NBC the exclusive right 
to fi lm their extravaganza. The 
balloons proved particularly 
popular with TV audiences since 
they were easier for at-home 
viewers to see. They have been a 
parade staple ever since. 

In the 1950s and 60s, more 
than 60 years ago, the term 
“Black Friday” was popular-
ized in the U.S. by the Phila-
delphia Police Department. 

The day after Thanksgiving 
had been considered the be-
ginning of the Christmas shop-
ping season since the holiday’s 
enshrinement into federal law. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
even tried to move Thanksgiving 
a week earlier to give retail stores 
a bigger sales boost during the 
Great Depression. Though this 
decision did not stick, the senti-
ment stuck, and shoppers began 
swarming the stores the day af-
ter Thanksgiving. 

Philadelphia PD a� ectionate-
ly called the day, “Black Friday” 
because nobody wanted to direct 
tra�  c on days full of tra�  c jams 
and crowded sidewalks. Not ex-
actly the most endearing origin 
story, but newspaper writers 
and advertisement executives 
soon capitalized on the name as 
a day full of doorbusters, deals 
and chaos. 

Wow, that was a lot! I will end 
by wishing a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing to all, and to all a good week! 

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/ THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Box 
Office 

Breakdown: 
‘Eternals’‘Eternals’ 

lasts lasts 
another another 
week week 
on topon top

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

After a $71 million opening last 
week, Marvel Studios’ “Eternals” 
grossed $27.5 million in its second 
weekend on the charts. This is a 
61.4% drop from last week, which 
is not great, but certainly not ter-
rible considering the current cir-
cumstances. Ultimately, “Eternals”’ 
prospects are not looking great, 
with poor critical reception and 
accompanying average audience re-
ception. The fi lm will likely not have 
great legs; with its current gross of 
$118 million, I would be surprised if 
the fi lm gets much higher than $175 
million in its total run. 

That said, I am being a bit dour 
in my analysis of this picture. As a 
Marvel Studios movie, “Eternals” 
had high expectations at the box 
o�  ce, to say the least. The fi lm will 
likely fi nish in the top fi ve of the do-
mestic charts by the end of its run, 
which is pretty impressive, even if 
this falls below fi nancial and criti-
cal expectations. 

Coming in second place this 
weekend is everyone’s favorite furry 
friend, “Cli� ord the Big Red Dog.” 
The colossal canine fi lm grossed 
$16.4 million in its opening weekend. 
With a $64 million budget, the fi lm 
likely needs to gross over $200 mil-
lion worldwide to break even. With 
a $16.4 million domestic opening, I 
can’t see the fi lm grossing over $65 
million domestically. Since “Cli� ord 
the Big Red Dog” is an American 
property, I don’t think the fi lm will 
gross well internationally. Thus, it 
is highly unlikely that the fi lm will 
profi t — though few fi lms are at the 
moment. 

In third place this past weekend 
is the science-fi ction fi lm “Dune,” 
grossing $5.5 million. This is a 29.4% 
drop from the previous weekend, 
which is pretty impressive for a 
fi lm still free to watch on a stream-
ing service. With a $93 million total, 
“Dune” sets its sights to reach $100 
million domestically next week. 

Coming in fourth and fi fth 
place this weekend on the 
charts were the everlasting 
fi lm “No Time to Die” and 
the superhero fi lm “Ven-
om: Let There Be Carnage,” 
which grossed $4.62 million 
and $4 million, respectively. 
These fi lms just can’t seem 
to perish at this box o�  ce, 
holding 23.5% and 10.4% 
respectively. The Bond fi lm 
crossed $150 million domes-
tically, while “Venom” was 
able to clear $200 million. 
There is little left in the tank 
for either of these pictures. 
It is still possible that “No 
Time to Die” clears $160 
million and “Venom” clears 
$210 million, but we will 
have to wait and see. 

This upcoming weekend comes 
the release of two fi lms that will 
likely grace the top fi ve of the 
charts: “Ghostbusters: Afterlife” 
and “King Richard.” 

“Ghostbusters: Afterlife” is a 
reboot of the 1980s comedy fl ick 
of the same name, directed by Ja-
son Reitman, the son of original 
“Ghostbusters” director Ivan Reit-
man. Though consumers may still 
have reservations about a “Ghost-
busters” fi lm due to the poor recep-
tion of the 2016 reboot, I expect this 
fi lm to open at No. 1, with a gross of 
around $35 million. 

“King Richard” is being mar-
keted as the Oscar-movie for its 
star Will Smith, and luckily it 
has positive critical reception to 
go along with it. I think this fi lm 
can be a surprise-high gross this 
coming weekend, even with its 
dual-HBO Max release. I expect a 
gross around $18-20 million next 
weekend. 

The winds of change are swirl-
ing around the box o�  ce, with 
newcomers bursting onto the 
charts this coming weekend. How-
ever, whether or not they can sur-
vive the gusts is the true question. 

This upcoming weekend

PHOTOS COURTESY OF IMDB.COM
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Photo of the Day | A quick recharge

Crossword Sudoku

Jackie Balch, and Kyle Chernoff, seventh-semester Biomedical Engineering majors, take a break from work after their classes in McHugh Hall before heading to a meeting of Engi-
neering and World Health, a student organization, on Monday, Nov. 15, 2021. PHOTO BY IZZI BARTON, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Bats are found almost 
everywhere on earth.

FACTS COURTESY OF NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

Solution to Monday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

11/16/21

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE NOVEMBER 16, 2021

ACROSS
1 Outer border
5 Soft “Hey, you!”
9 Type of bagel

15 “Wuthering 
Heights” setting

16 “I have a bad 
feeling about this”

17 Removed, as a 
pencil mark

18 Automatic time-
out near the end 
of each NFL half

21 Pay a call on
22 Auction offer
23 Medium-sized 

apple
24 Parts of an act
26 Dance named for 

a horse’s gait
28 Here-there 

in-between
29 Guided 

sightseeing event 
in the “Gilligan’s 
Island” theme

32 Biotech room
33 Paleozoic __
34 Knocks firmly
37 Food-dropped-

on-the-floor 
“policy”

43 Pulitzer author 
Jennifer

44 Reuben bread
45 LGBT History Mo.
47 1955 Marilyn 

Monroe film, with 
“The”

53 __-rock: music
56 Pricey watch
57 Pooch’s plaything
58 Nagano noodle
60 Worksheet line
61 Noodle shape
62 Large-audience 

schedule item 
... and what 
the four other 
longest answers 
comprise?

67 Anger to the max
68 Baker’s appliance
69 Golfer Aoki
70 Fenway team
71 Viral internet item
72 “bye 4 now”

DOWN
1 Defib expert
2 The “D” in DJIA
3 Succeed 

impressively
4 Ferret’s cousin

5 Grounds for bad 
behavior, say

6 Close
7 Drunkard
8 Law exam, 

familiarly
9 Jet Ski rival

10 Drop a fly, e.g.
11 Did a number
12 Lai or Thai
13 __ Park: Edison 

lab site
14 Mystery writers’ 

award
19 “That makes 

sense”
20 Become limp
24 Mo. metropolis
25 Rub the wrong 

way
26 Chip dip, 

casually
27 Run smoothly, as 

an engine
30 Tram load
31 India-born  

author Santha 
Rama __

35 Story line 
surprise

36 Italian for “dry”
38 Mil. hospitals
39 Part of DOE: 

Abbr.
40 African antelope

41 “Bill __ the 
Science Guy”: 
’90s TV show

42 When the story 
is due

46 “ ... hallowed be 
__ name”

48 Whirlpool
49 “The Time 

Machine” race
50 One raising her 

first child
51 Takes badly?

52 “Eureka!”
53 In accordance 

with
54 Michaels of “SNL”
55 “Thelma & 

Louise” car
59 Amo, __, amat ...
61 S, Am, Ac, K 

or Er
63 It may be inflated
64 Ill-fated fruit eater
65 Vote of opposition
66 Score in fútbol

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Sam Acker 11/16/21
Monday’s Puzzle Solved

11/16/21

Did you know?

The scientific name for bats is 
“Chiroptera,” which means 
“hard wing.”

FACTS
ABOUT

BATS

While some bats are so small 
they weigh less than a penny, 
others can have a 1.8-meter 
wingspan.
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Washington fires coach Jimmy Lake 
after less than 2 seasons

SEATTLE (AP) — When Chris 
Petersen suddenly decided to 
step away as football coach at 
Washington in the days after the 
2019 Apple Cup, athletic director 
Jen Cohen believed the best re-
placement for the Huskies was 
already on staff.

No search firms were needed. 
Jimmy Lake was her chosen suc-
cessor for Petersen.

And after less than two sea-
sons, he’s no longer the coach at 
Washington.

“I recognize that terminating a 
coach after 13 games is unusual 
and quite frankly it certainly goes 
against my belief as an adminis-
trator,” Cohen said. “However, 
when I know something is not 

working or something just isn’t 
right, I do have an obligation to 
act.”

Lake was fired by Washington 
on Sunday, unceremoniously cast 
aside amid a wave of missteps 
and backlash in just his second 
season on the job.

Lake’s firing concluded a stun-
ningly fast fall with a team that 
began the season ranked in the 
AP Top 25 and stumbled through 
embarrassing losses that raised 
discontent in the fan base. Wash-
ington is 4-6 and needs wins in its 
final two games to become bowl 
eligible. The Huskies opted not 
to play in a bowl game last season 
due to COVID-19 issues. The last 
time Washington failed to qualify 

for a bowl game was 2009.
Cohen said the school will hon-

or the terms of Lake’s contract, 
which puts Washington on the 
hook for more than $9 million. 
Lake went 7-6 in the 13 games he 
coached.

“I evaluated the football pro-
gram like I evaluate every pro-
gram at Washington, holistical-
ly,” Cohen said. “So you go back 
to the looking at opportunities 
for student athletes both on and 
off the field, recruiting, leader-
ship. It was just a combination of 
things that I came to the conclu-
sion that I just didn’t have con-
fidence in Coach Lake’s ability 
to continue to lead the program 
moving forward.”

A coaching change for Wash-
ington seemed to be building 
from the start of the season 
but accelerated in the past two 
weeks.

Lake was suspended without 
pay for Saturday’s 35-30 loss to 
Arizona State after a sideline in-
cident the previous week against 
Oregon, when Lake swatted at 
and then shoved one of his play-
ers. The incident only added to 
the heat on Lake and the suspen-
sion seemed a precursor to an 
eventual separation.

Cohen said the suspension 
was separate from her decision 
to fire Lake, which she said was 
made in the past few days.

Defensive coordinator Bob 
Gregory will serve as interim 
coach the remaining two games, 
including the Apple Cup rivalry 
against Washington State.

The Cougars also are being 
led by an interim coach after 
letting go of Nick Rolovich for 
failing to comply with the state’s 
COVID-19 vaccine mandate. 
Washington State (5-5) is 1-2 
since Rolovich was fired — also 
less than two seasons into his 
tenure like Lake — and defensive 
coordinator Jake Dickert took 
over.

Washington went 3-1 during a 
truncated 2020 season that was 
cut short after a COVID-19 out-
break within the program caused 
the Huskies to cancel their game 
against Oregon, miss out on a 
spot in the Pac-12 championship 
game and decline a bowl invita-
tion.

Washington entered this sea-
son with high expectations and 
was ranked No. 20 in the presea-
son poll. But the Huskies were 
beaten at home by FCS power-
house Montana 13-7 to open the 
season and suffered a 31-10 beat-
ing at Michigan in Week 2.

The two losses created a hole 
that Lake could not climb out of 
and a growing weight of fan an-
ger with each passing week, even 
when the Huskies won.

The final straw was Wash-
ington’s 26-16 loss to No. 5 Or-
egon on Nov. 6, when Lake had 

a sideline incident with one of 
his players. Lake swatted his 
right arm toward Ruperake Fua-
vai during a brief skirmish on 
the Huskies sideline and then 
shoved his player as he walked 
away. Fuavai appeared to be ex-
changing words with Oregon’s 
Jaylon Redd.

The sideline moment led to 
his suspension, but it was also 
another misstep on a growing 
list that included Lake starting 
a rivalry week by taking a shot 
at the academics of Oregon while 
talking about recruiting.

Washington was the first head 
coaching job for Lake, who had 
grown into one of the most cov-
eted assistants in the country 
while working for Petersen.

Lake turned down overtures 
from Alabama and other major 
programs to remain at Wash-
ington, and when Petersen sur-
prisingly stepped down after the 
2019 regular season, the Huskies 
turned to what seemed the obvi-
ous choice.

“As the director of athletics the 
hire is on me and I own it,” Co-
hen said.

Lake received a five-year con-
tract worth a guaranteed $16 mil-
lion. But he made multiple mis-
steps along the way, most glaring 
the decision to hire John Dono-
van as his offensive coordinator. 
Donovan’s lack of success at pre-
vious stops did little to inspire 
belief that Washington would be 
any different and he was fired 
the day after the loss to Oregon 
with the Huskies ranked in the 
bottom third nationally in sever-
al offensive categories.

Lake came to Washington 
when Petersen made the move 
from Boise State in 2014. Lake 
was named co-defensive coordi-
nator for the Huskies in 2016.

Before his time at Washington, 
Lake worked at Eastern Wash-
ington, Montana State and Boi-
se State at the college level, and 
for Tampa Bay and Detroit in the 
NFL.

“I’m just disappointed and 
just really sad that this has not 
worked out,” Cohen said.

Washington head coach Jimmy Lake yells toward the field in the first half of an NCAA college football game 
against California, Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021, in Seattle. On Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021, Washington fired Lake less 
than two years after he was chosen to succeed Chris Petersen. PHOTO BY ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

Gonzaga, UCLA, Kansas top AP Top 25; Michigan up to No. 4
AP — Gonzaga, UCLA and 

Kansas held the top three 
spots in The Associated 
Press’ first Top 25 rank-
ings of the regular sea-
son while Michigan 
climbed two spots to 
No. 4.

The Bulldogs re-
ceived 55 first-place 
votes from a 61-per-
son media panel in 
the poll released 
Monday after a win 
over Texas. The No. 
2 Bruins had six first-
place votes after beat-
ing Villanova, and the 
Jayhawks were third fol-
lowing a win over Michigan 
State.

Villanova dropped a spot 
to No. 5. Purdue, Duke, Texas, 
reigning national champion Bay-
lor and Illinois rounded out the 
top 10.

Gonzaga was the runaway No. 
1 in the preseason AP Top 25 fol-
lowing last season’s run to the 
national championship game. The 
Zags returned key players from 
that team, including preseason 
All-American Drew Timme, and 
filled in the holes in their roster 
with skilled freshmen and trans-
fers.

Gonzaga (2-0) expectedly rolled 
over Dixie State in its opener and 
then had an early statement game, 
jumping on then-No. 5 Texas 
early on the way to a convincing 
win Saturday night. Timme was 
the catalyst, finishing with a ca-
reer-high 37 points.

UCLA faced its own early test 
Friday night when it hosted then-

No. 4 Villanova. The Bruins were 
sluggish early without forward 
Cody Riley due to a sprained left 
knee, but rallied from a 10-point 
deficit to win 86-77 at a raucous 
Pauley Pavilion.

Kansas (2-0) played Michi-
gan State in a doubleheader with 
Kentucky and Duke at Madison 
Square Garden to open the sea-
son. The Jayhawks were sharp, 
winning 87-74 behind Ochai 
Agbaji’s career-high 29 points. 
Agbaji, who considered leaving 

Lawrence for the NBA, added 25 
points in a lopsided win over 
Tarleton State.

“I came back for this. Be 
on this stage, be in this mo-

ment,” Agbaji said.

C O N F E R E N C E 
CALL

SEC — 6 (Nos. 13, 
14, 16, 17, 21, 24)

Big 10 — 5 (Nos. 4, 
6, 10, 19, 20)

Big 12 -- 3 (Nos. 3, 
8, 9)

Pac-12 -- 3 (Nos. 2, 12, 
25)

ACC — 2 (Nos. 7, 18)

Big East — 2 (Nos. 5, 23)

American Athletic -- 2 (Nos. 11, 
15)

West Coast -- 1 (No. 1)

Atlantic 10 -- 1 (No. 22)

UP AND DOWN

Through only one week’s worth 
of games, there were no major 
moves up or down the first reg-
ular-season poll. Texas fell three 
spots, as did No. 13 Kentucky fol-
lowing its 79-71 loss to No. 7 Duke, 
which moved up two spots. No 
other teams still in the poll lost or 
gained more than two places.

IN AND OUT

Florida moved into the poll 
at No. 24 after beating Elon and 
routing Florida State. South-
ern California moved in at No. 
25 following wins over Cal State 
Northridge and Temple.

Florida State plummeted out 
from No. 20 after a 16-point loss to 
Florida and a win over Penn. Vir-
ginia’s 66-58 loss to Navy knocked 
the Cavaliers out from No. 25.

PHOTO BY MARCIO 
JOSE SANCHEZ/AP

Gonzaga forward Drew Timme, right, drives to the basket while pres-
sured by Texas forward Brock Cunningham during the second half of 
an NCAA college basketball game Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021, in Spokane, 
WA. PHOTO BY YOUNG KWAK/AP



Sports
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 • DailyCampus.com10

Photo of the Day | There’s no “I” in team

Teammates from UConn Women’s Basketball team and opponents from the University of Arkansas team help Paige Bueckers (5) off the floor after she fell while fighting for the ball on 
Sunday Nov. 14, at the XL center in Hartford, Connecticut. The Huskies won 95-80, with Bueckers leading with 34 points. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Tee Time with T — Kokrak was Houston’s problem, 
Mickelson had no problem in Phoenix 

by Taylor Coonan 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu

If you asked anyone who would 
win the Hewlett Packard Enter-
prise Houston Open, nobody, in-
cluding the American golfer him-
self, would have guessed Jason 
Kokrak. 

Going into the tournament at 
the end of last week, it was fel-
low American Scottie Scheffler 
who looked hot, while Kokrak did 
not. He was struggling before and 
during the first half of the Open, 
finishing the first round with a 
score of 68, and then shooting a 71 
in the second — his worst of the 
weekend. 

The reigning champion, Carlos 
Ortiz of Mexico, actually pulled 
out of the Houston Open due to 
soreness in his left shoulder. He 
probably could’ve played better 
than Kokrak did, at least until Sat-
urday afternoon. 

Over the final two rounds, 
Kokrak knocked in 13 birdies, with 
four in a row during the middle of 
the fourth round. This  propelled 
him past Scheffler and Kevin Tway, 
who ended up tying for second 
place. 

Kokrak gained 11 of his 13 
strokes during the third and fourth 
rounds, which is huge — even more 
so when you take into account just 
how far behind he was less than 24 
hours prior. 

Still, Kokrak had the potential 
for success despite his low starting 
point. Sunday was a perfect exam-
ple of this. He finished four strokes 
under par, while other golfers were 
playing a stroke over on the final 
nine. 

In addition, Kokrak “rakked” up 
two bogeys — a double and a triple 
— to steamroll over Scheffler and 
Tway, who each had their own im-
pressive performances. 

As happy as I am for Jason 
Kokrak, I do have some sympathy 
for Scottie Scheffler, because he’s 
been playing so well recently but 
has yet to come up with a win. The 
opportunity was there and he hit 
the shots he needed to, but he just 
couldn’t win. 

Scheffler had the lead — albe-
it by one shot — on Sunday when 
Kokrak’s momentum picked up. 
He couldn’t keep up and left the 
green later that day two shots un-
der, closing in at one-under-69. 

He didn’t putt a whole lot 
though, which could have made 
up that shot difference. It was his 
three birdies in the final holes of 
the tournament that put him at a 

Jason Kokrak tees off on the 18th hole during the final round of the Houston Open golf tournament Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021, in Houston. Kokrak 
made an impressive comeback during the third and fourth round of the Hewlett Packard Enterprise Houston Open and won the tourna-
ment. PHOTO BY MICHAEL WYKE/AP

tie with Tway after the final birdie, 
landing a 69 on the last round. 

On the other hand, it was put-
ting that ultimately pushed Tway 
to second place, ever so slightly 
outperforming Scheffler. During 
the final round, he hit 14 of 18 and 
didn’t miss any putts within 10 
feet. 

At the last hole, he made a 16-foot 
birdie on his final putt of the tour-
nament, finishing at eight under. 

As of right now, Kokrak, Schef-
fler, and Tway will be back in ac-
tion at the end of this week at the 
RSM Classic, which will be played 
at the Sea Island Golf Club on St. 
Simon’s Island in Georgia. 

Who will not be playing this 
weekend, or for quite some time 
actually, is Phil Mickelson. Finish-
ing out the PGA Tour Champions 
with a win in the Charles Schwab 

Cup Championship, Mickelson de-
serves a cocktail from the cart girl. 

Before I get in too deep here, let 
me preface this by saying I love 
Mickelson, and I have so much re-
spect for his golf game. In my focus 
of the PGA Tour, I have quite a few 
guys that I like a lot and  can write 
some positive words for without 
showing too much bias toward one 
or the other. 

Mickelson is different. He makes 
the Tour Champions a little more 
entertaining than just a bunch of 
old guys hitting a ball around. The 
man stays winning after going over 
the hill. 

I mean, he just won the PGA 
Championship and $12 million 
back in May, so it was not out of the 
question for him to seize another 
championship last weekend. 

I feel as though I jinxed Scheffler 

and Ortiz for the Houston Open 
in the last Tee Time, so I’m glad I 
didn’t put Mickelson’s chance at 
winning in jeopardy at the Charles 
Schwab Cup Championship, 
which was held Nov. 11-14 at Arizo-
na’s Phoenix Country Club. 

Going down in history as one of 
the only players to ever win four 
of his six PGA Tour Champions 
starts, Mickelson has done it again, 
winning the season finale with a 
total score of 19 under, shooting 
65 strokes in the first and fourth 
rounds to clinch the match. 

In the last round he didn’t have 
a single bogey, instead going for 
three successful birdies in the final 
holes of Phoenix  — hitting with his 
left hand, of course. 

Mickelson took home the final 
win of the Tour, but it was Bern-
hard Langer who had the ultimate 

prize — the Charles Schwab Cup. 
In classic old guy fashion, 

Langer had some back pain and 
finished 17th in the championship, 
but shot his age of 64 in the third 
round to earn the Cup, at the end 
of both the weekend and the 2020 
PGA Tour Champions season. 

He went without a bogey and 
landed two eagles at the beginning 
and the end of the third round. 
Putting was where he fell short, 
finishing at 12 under par after a 
tough two-under-69. Nonethe-
less, the German still pulled it off 
and left the green with his sixth 
Charles Schwab Cup. 

This concludes the PGA Tour 
Champions for the time being, but 
the Champions will approach the 
tee again in January 2022 to start 
another tour. Until then, catch the 
RSM Classic on the Golf Channel. 
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I’ve waited too long to write this 
down, but the Big East Baller Up-
date is officially back. The NCAA 
landscape has changed tremen-
dously since the last edition. From 
the coaching level to the player lev-
el, several new storylines are going 
to emerge — whether they are due 
to the transfer portal or the NIL 
deals players make. 

There were a lot of close games 
this week, so let’s get right into it. 

Writer’s Note: If any of Monday’s 
Gavitt tipoff games are close, they 
will be included in next week’s Big 
East Baller Update, because re-
sults will not be known by the time 
this article is published.

Player of the Week: Javon 
Freeman-Liberty — DePaul 

Rookie of the Week: Ryan 
Nembhard – Creighton 

Big East record: 20-2 

No. 4 Villanova vs. No. 2 
UCLA (Nov. 12): Wild Cats and 

Sissy Blues

This game should have been cir-
cled on your calendars from the 
moment it was announced. These 
two top five teams were hungry to 
prove themselves as legitimate title 
contenders, and this early test did 
not disappoint.  

Both teams went back and forth 
in the first half, with preseason 
All-Americans Johnny Juzang 
and Collin Gillespie proving their 
might. UCLA had the largest lead 
in the first half with nine points, 
but Villanova clawed its way back 
to trail by only two at the half. 
Villanova was then able to take a 
10-point lead in the second half 
and could have easily run away 
with it, if not for Tyger Campbell. 
Both blue bloods found their foot-
ing late in the game and used a bal-
ance of jumpers and free throws to 
send the game into overtime. 

Jules Bernard came up big in 
regulation. The entire Bruins’ of-
fense was West Coast-hot as they 

Marquette has a lot of work 
to do, but they have nice pieces 
such as Morsell, who peppered 26 
points on the Wildcats. Returning 
player Justin Lewis was not far 
behind, with a double-double of 
17 points and 11 rebounds. Gua-
darrama had 15 for New Hamp-
shire while Jayden Martinez had 21 
points. This game, good as it was, 
was too close for comfort in the 
competitive Big East. 

Don’t let these teams falling be-
hind during the game fool you —
these Big East foes are still incred-
ibly dangerous and ridiculously 
talented. As the season progresses, 
each team, especially No. 23 UCo-
nn, will have to adjust to keep the 
opposition on its toes. 

UCLA players huddle in the closing seconds of an overtime win over Villanova during an NCAA college bas-
ketball game Friday, Nov. 12, 2021, in Los Angeles PHOTO BY MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP

secured the 86-77 overtime victo-
ry. Jermaine Samuels led the way 
for the Wildcats with 20 points 
while Gillespie finished with 18. 
Eric Dixon, replacing Jeremi-
ah Robinson-Earl in the starting 
lineup, nearly had himself a dou-
ble-double with 11 points and nine 
rebounds. In addition to Juzang’s 
25 points, most of which came in 
the second half, Jaime Jazquez Jr. 
finished with a double-double of 
21 points and 13 rebounds. Both 
teams played their hearts out, and 
it should be fun to see them domi-
nate the rest of the season.

Kennesaw St. vs. Creighton 
(Nov. 11): Birds of Prey Wars: 

The New Class Commences

The Blue Jays are experiencing 
a period of change. Not long af-
ter getting mauled by Gonzaga, 
Creighton lost its entire starting 
rotation. During the offseason, the 
Blue Jays picked up their best re-
cruiting class ever and a few other 
transfers along the way. Coming 
off a second-half slaying of Arkan-
sas-Pine Bluff, Creighton invited 
Kennesaw St. into its death trap, 
but that trap nearly turned into a 
trap game. 

Creighton took a big lead with-
in the first four minutes, but Ken-
nesaw St. rallied and managed to 
take the lead back in the final two 
minutes of the first half, despite 
both teams being shut out in the fi-
nal 90 seconds. In the second half, 
the defense continued to show 
itself, as a Ryan Nembhard two-
point shot ultimately led to the 
quietest 150 seconds in college bas-
ketball. From there, Creighton was 
able to regain control of their of-
fense and thwart the Owls’ sinister 
trap. Creighton allowed only four 
points in the final four minutes to 
take home the 51-44 victory. 

This isn’t the high-scoring team 
from last season, but there are some 
new faces that could reignite the 
Blue Jays’ offense down the road. 
One of those is Alex O’Connell, a 
veteran who led the team in scoring  
with 13 points. Nembhard and Ryan 
Kalkbrenner also reached double 
figures, with 11 and 10 points, re-
spectively. Demond Robinson had a 

quarter of the total points for Ken-
nesaw St., with 11 — everyone else 
was limited to nine or less. Creigh-
ton also managed to sink just one 
shot from beyond the arc, and if 
they get that going again, Creighton 
might turn into the First Order.

New Hampshire vs. Mar-
quette (Nov. 12): Too Close for 

Comfort

It is a new era in Milwaukee, and 
not just because the Bucks won the 
NBA Championship. Marquette 
is beginning play under new head 
coach Shaka Smart, and it has a 
lineup made almost entirely of new 
blood. So how did the team do in 
their second contest of the season? 

The first half was not pretty. Led 
by Connecticut’s own Nick Gua-
darrama, New Hampshire was 
able to stay ahead of Marquette 
in the first half. The Golden Ea-
gles would get the lead back when 
Maryland transfer Darryl Mor-
sell hit several clutch shots late in 
the first half. The second half was 
more of the same, as the Wildcats 
and Golden Eagles played hot po-
tato with the lead until Marquette 
was  up by nine with 12 minutes to 
play. Despite this nice lead, New 
Hampshire kept fighting and ul-
timately tied the game at 58. Both 
teams vied for the lead once again 
until Marquette went to the free 
throw line with less than 25 sec-
onds left to seal the deal 75-70. 

On Monday, Nov. 15, the free 
agency period for League of Leg-
ends will open. Despite the fact  
that free agency hasn’t even be-
gun, rumors  concerning a huge 
variety of players, teams and 
leagues are already flying around. 
It seems like some big names 
might be struggling to find their 
next gig. Today, I’m going to look 
at four players who are either free 
agents or who currently look like 
they are very likely to move on, 
and I will suggest where they’re 
likely to go. 

1: Chovy 

Chovy needs little introduction 
— he’s been one of the best midlan-
ers in Korea for a few years now. 
This year, alongside teammate 
Deft in the bot lane, he coaxed a 
pretty bad Hanwha Life Esports 
team to a quarterfinal spot at the 
world championship. Chovy is a 
free agent this year, and reports are 
saying he’s likely to move on from 
HLE. 

One big question for Chovy is 
going to be where he plays. The 
obvious move is to continue in the 
LCK, but a lot of LCK players have 
historically moved to the LPL. 
Where Chovy lands could be a 
big signal for what LCK and other 
teams are doing in the offseason. 
Considering how much he’s had 
to carry HLE, it seems reasonable 
that Chovy would look for a team 
with a better core this time around. 
Any team with Chovy is likely to 
put up good numbers next year, 
and a lot of eyes are going to be on 
where he goes — especially since 
there aren’t many rumors yet.  

2: Perkz 

After a good season with 
Cloud9, the North American team 
that made both the midseason in-
vitational and the world champi-
onship quarterfinal last month, 
seeing Perkz go is a little surpris-
ing. This is especially with new 
rumors involving top laner, like 
that Fudge may role swap to mid, 
among others.  

Perkz, meanwhile, is rumored 
to end up back in Europe. He’s re-
portedly going to land on a Vitali-
ty team that is building a truly ter-
rifying lineup, including Carzzy 
from the MAD Lions, who is also 
a free agent as of Monday night 
and Alphari from Team Liquid. 
After struggling through most 
of the 2021 season, Vitality’s new 
lineup could be really threatening 

in a Europe that is seeing major 
changes to a lot of teams. 

3: Rekkles 

Right now, Rekkles is a weird 
case. As already noted, he won’t 
be starting for G2 next year due to 
their reported plans to get Carzzy, 
but there have been few rumors 
as to Rekkles’ eventual location. 
G2 reportedly was trying to loan 
him out, according to major news 
sites. But because that’s not per-
missible under the LEC rules, 
they were unable to do so.  

Given Rekkles is signed by G2 
through 2023,  it could be bad for 
the ADC’s career if G2 is unable to 
place him. Rekkles has been a sta-
ple of the European league for so 
long that, if nothing changes and 
he doesn’t play come spring, it will 

be his first time absent since 2014.  
However, according to Upcom-

er on Monday, Rekkles might be 
playing — just not in the LEC. Ac-
cording to Upcomer, Rekkles may 
be going to the French LFL league 
team Karmine Corp. Consider-
ing this league is a step below 
the LEC, it would be a surprising 
change for Rekkles who is statisti-
cally a very solid bot laner. 

4: Fudge 

Now, cheating a little — Fudge 
is not in any way reported to be 
leaving Cloud9 during this free 
agency period. But, he is reported 
to be making the rather dramatic 
switch from toplane to midlane. 
So, he is making a change this 
offseason — one that is going to 
cause a lot of questions from fans 

if the reports are accurate. 
Fudge had a slow start to his 

tenure on Cloud9, but he woke up 
at MSI and became a very good 
top laner. He performed well for 
his first season in a major region 
(he previously played in Oceania). 
At the same time, this is a huge 
swap; midlane is one of the most 
challenging positions due to high 
risk, high reward types of cham-
pions, like enchanters who can do 
big damage but can die very easily. 

Cloud9 have become infamous 
for “losing” the offseason due to 
risky, confusing or just plain sur-
prising pickups, like when they 
sold star toplaner Licorice to give 
Fudge a chance last season. It’s 
going to mean a lot of stress on the 
shoulders of its second-year play-
er, but if any team can make this 
reported roster work, it’s Cloud9.

Cloud9 team will say goodbye to Perkz (first from left) for the next season. Perkz is set to join a new team with players from other popular 
teams, such as Team Liquid.  PHOTO COURTESY OF REDBULL.COM
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Autumn leaves falling down like pieces into 
place. #redtaylorsversion
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NFL Stats
@NFL_Stats
Cooper Kupp  is the 1st player since Calvin 
Johnson to have 10 receiving TDs in the 1st 8 
games of a season 

Chuck Freimund
@ChuckFreimund
Manny Pina was an unsung hero in many 
ways on #brewers ...  came up with clutch 
hits-homers- even after sitting several days in 
a row. A true pro... 
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Stratton’s Take  — James Bouknight belongs 
in the G-League right now 

by Stratton Stave 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

I’m just going to put it out there: 
James Bouknight is not ready to 
play in the NBA right now. Last 
month, I wrote a column com-
plaining about the lack of minutes 
Bouknight was getting and why the 
Charlotte Hornets were  a terrible 
franchise for sitting him. However, 
after seeing him play in Saturday’s 
G-League game for the Greensboro 
Swarm against the Rio Grande Val-
ley Vipers, it has become evident 
that the 6-foot-5-inch guard is not 
ready for significant NBA action. 

The former UConn star’s stat 
line looks good on the surface. 
Bouknight dropped 33 points, col-
lected six rebounds and dished out 
three assists. But one area that real-
ly sticks out is his plus-minus. Now, 
don’t get me wrong, plus minus can 
be a misleading statistic,-but it does 
hold some value. Bouknight’s plus 
minus in the contest was -21, which 
is simply not good, especially in a 

game in which the Swarm lost by 
just seven. For those who are not 
familiar with the metric, this means 
that when Bouknight was on the 
floor, the Swarm were outscored by 
21 points.  

The issue with plus-minus is that 
it can be hindered or helped based 
on who is on the floor around any 
given player. However, in this case, 
Bouknight got star minutes and 
was part of the problem in a start-
ing unit that performed worse than 
the backups.  

Obviously, one game is not a lot 
of data to react to. He did score 
33 points, which is great. But the 
key here is that Bouknight did not 
make winning plays on Saturday 
— and he didn’t make any during 
the Summer League and Preseason 
either. His combined record in the 
Summer League, Preseason and G 
League, where he played his most 
considerable minutes, is 1-8. Even 
though these results don’t count 
to any official standings, 1-8 is not 
good. Bouknight closed each of 
those games and even was a part of 

blowing some pretty considerable 
leads with weak defense and stale 
offense.  

A reasonable comparison to 
Bouknight here is former UCo-
nn star guard Jalen Adams, who 
spent two seasons with the then 
G-League Erie Bayhawks (now 
Binghamton Squadron). In his 
54 games, Adams averaged 32 
minutes and 18 points, which 
are top-tier numbers. Surely he 
got called up because of his great 
numbers, right? Wrong. Adams 
has never seen an NBA minute 
because, in that span, the Bay-
hawks went 23-34. Adams’ num-
bers looked good on paper, but 
he didn’t make plays beyond the 
stat sheet that led to success for 
the team. Those involve diving for 
loose balls or making team-orient-
ed passes that lead to scoring but 
don’t count as assists. He served as 
one of the typical players that are 
seen around the G-League, who 
can put up good stats, but don’t 
contribute to a solid record. These 
empty stats continue a pattern 

Bouknight began at UConn, as he 
played for the Huskies during one 
of their worst four-year stretches 
in decades.  

NBA teams like to play winning 
players. Jalen Adams was not a 
winning player, which is why he 
is now playing in Israel. James 
Bouknight has not proved to be 
a winning player either. He only 
won one postseason game in col-
lege, and he’s only secured one 
win where he played real minutes 
professionally. Until he can actu-
ally claim victory for his team and 
prove he can be an elite player, 
he does not deserve to play in the 
NBA — especially for a Hornets 
team that is treading water. 

For now, Bouknight will like-
ly serve as a metaphorical ten-
nis ball, getting bounced back 
and forth from the G-League to 
the NBA. A player who will help 
teams win games in the NBA now 
should be able to help G-League 
teams do the same. And it should 
be easier competition too. 

Why not let Bouknight spend 

some time in the G-League de-
veloping? He was pretty raw at 
UConn and was a bit too skin-
ny to succeed against prepared 
teams like Maryland, who boxed 
him up effectively. Also, Hornets 
Coach James Borrego came from 
the Spurs, who are known for 
letting their players ripen in the 
G-League before bursting onto the 
NBA scene. Think of Danny Green 
and Derrick White — they both 
spent a bit of time in the G-League 
and turned out fine. Other notable 
players from different teams who 
spent time in the G-League are 
Khris Middleton, Rudy Gobert, 
Pascal Siakam and Jordan Clark-
son. There is no shame in devel-
oping for a bit at a lower level. If 
that’s what it takes for Bouknight 
to have success, I’m all for it. But 
let’s avoid rushing him in case he 
becomes a major bust in 10 years.  

As long as Bouknight can prove 
that he’s a winner, he’ll get his 
chance. But for now, let’s watch 
him learn, be a little patient and 
enjoy the ride. 

Charlotte Hornets guard James Bouknight (5) and center Nick Richards (14) and Sacramento Kings center Richaun Holmes (22) vie for the ball during the second half of an NBA bas-
ketball game in Sacramento, California, Friday, Nov. 5, 2021. The Kings won 140-110. PHOTO BY RANDALL BENTON/AP
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