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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 5:32 p.m. on Nov. 11

*positive test results

4

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

42

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

35

Friday, November 12, 2021
Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

55

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

UConn mail services will remain open during Thanksgiving, winter break
by Jake Kelly

STAFF WRITER
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut Student Mail Services will selectively remain open during Thanksgiving and
winter break.
Tracy Cree, who has been the manager of Student Mail Services for about
six years, gave a tour of Central Warehouse, where University Mail Services
is housed. Two student helpers and
one professional staff member were
busy scanning, labeling and sorting
packages between the nine mailrooms,
which were then bagged and lined up
for delivery.
Over Thanksgiving break, all new
incoming mail will be consolidated
into Putnam’s mailroom. Packages
not picked up before the break will
remain in their current mailrooms, but
orders scheduled for delivery between
Saturday, Nov. 20 and Friday, Nov. 26
will go to Putnam only. All updates
and information can be found on the
Student Mail Services website.
“We couldn’t possibly handle gathering everything from the eight other
mailrooms and pushing it into Putnam,” Cree said in an interview. “If you
have something at the mailroom now
or next week through Friday, you need
to get it at the mailroom if you want it
for the week of Thanksgiving. If you
don’t, it’ll be there when you get back.”
The Thanksgiving mailroom hours
are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 20;
12 p.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and

Wednesday; and 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 27. Mailrooms aren’t open
on Sundays, and they will be closed on
Thanksgiving and Native American
Heritage Day.
“We ﬁnd it’s one of the most used
mailrooms because it has Garrigus,
one of the larger residential areas. And,
we house a lot of athletes in that area.
We tend to use it because it has a card
access door on the side of the building
that we can activate for all residential
students during that time,” Cree said.
“Otherwise, if we used a place like McMahon, they would lock those doors.
[Other dorms are] inside an area we
can’t easily give access to.”
During winter break, any student
who wishes to remain on campus will
have to sign-up with residential life.
The application is due Dec. 10. The
pickup for winter break is located at
UMS at their Central Warehouse. Cree
said the building is located behind the
Fire Department, and students should
enter through the glass doors to the
left of the loading docks, which will be
identiﬁed by a UMS sign. She said these
instructions are important to follow because students often get confused when
using map services on their phone.
“On winter break, we will have a
list of who those students are who are
staying. We will sort out the stuff for
the students who are here and then
everything else that’s arriving for the
student who’ll be here in the spring will
be bundled into large blue bins, sealed
and wrapped,” Cree said.

“If you are ordering a gift
for home, like for a family
member, or it’s something
you need over the break,
mail it home.”
TRACY CREE, STUDENT MAIL
SERVICES MANAGER
Cree said students who are signed
up for winter break will get an email
conﬁrming their package has made
it to UMS with a list of hours. UMS’s
system updated information on the students living on campus each morning
at 5 a.m.
“Our system is live so when we cross
over into the dates listed for break, the
system shifts to show who is allowed to
be here,” Cree said. “All [UMS workers] have to do is type in the name on
the package, and if it doesn’t come up,
they’ll bin it to the side, and those staying will have their orders processed.”
For both breaks, Cree recommends
students address any orders straight
to home because delays in the supply
chain and shipment services will cause
delays in UMS’s receiving of mail.
“If you are ordering a gift for home,
like for a family member, or it’s something you need over the break, mail it
home. [Students] only have two weeks
once you get back here, so you’ll be
lucky if you get packages from Cyber
Monday within two weeks,” Cree said.

She also urged students using subscription services like Blue Apron to
update their reﬁll dates, because unless a student is listed as staying over
break, mail services will be forced to
send those packages back, or else they
will go sour in the warehouse.
Cree said the best way to make the
jobs of UMS workers easier is to make
sure the address on their mail is listed
correctly.
“Everyone on campus utilizes the
same address format, with the exception of Northwood. First and last name,
room number, hall, Storrs, CT 06269. A
lot of people don’t realize that that zip
code is the University of Connecticut,

we have our own zip code. ‘06268’ is the
town of Mansﬁeld. They need to use
their proper names, not nicknames or
middle names. Our system can’t make
a match otherwise.”
Cree noted a large red bin outside
her office where unidentiﬁed packages
reside. She said there was a point where
three bins were full of packages staff
couldn’t identify, and she had to look
them up by hand because it’s too time
consuming to call individual students
to see if they’re a match.
“It’s gotten so bad that we have an
unknown pile. The other ones, at least,
had a room number and hall name,”
Cree said.

The mailroom in South Residence Hall. Over holiday breaks, the only
mailrooms that will be open are Putnam and the Central Warehouse.
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn Wi-Fi infrastructure to be completely updated under 5-year program
by Colin Piteo

STAFF WRITER
colin.piteo@uconn.edu

UConn Wi-Fi is currently in the midst
of a complete and total update. The project, called the Network Refresh Project,
will either update or replace nearly all
the wireless infrastructure on campus
as well as the regional campuses. This
includes overhauling buildings cabling,
equipment and facilities. Currently,
there are 108 buildings that UConn
Information Technology Services has
begun work on to bring them up to current standards, with 95 buildings on
the future execution schedule and 82
buildings that are considered complete.
Mike Williams is the director of
telecommunications at UConn ITS.
He spoke about why students may be
having a hard time with ﬁnding a strong
connection to UConn Wi-Fi. He said
that much of the physical infrastructure
that makes up the wireless network is
older and needs to be updated.
“The Alumni buildings, all four of the
residence buildings in Alumni, as well
as all four buildings in West, currently
have designs ready for re-cabling of the
buildings that are scheduled to occur
unfortunately next summer,” Williams
said. “So now the infrastructure in those
buildings is old. It’s very old. It’s about
30 years old in terms of the cabling that
services all the access points, so that’s
going to provide some limitations in the
performance of the Wi-Fi.”
Williams discussed why older cable
might provide some limitations, explaining that right now, the older cables
have limited throughput, which essentially means the amount of data that
runs through the system is constricted
by the infrastructure. According to Williams, updating the cable infrastructure
should noticeably improve the Wi-Fi for
students and it will be bi-directional.
“[W]hen we recable it next summer, it

For more...

A student does work in the Writing Center located on the second floor
of the Homer Babbidge Library on Oct. 28, 2020. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE
PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

will go to the current standard of cabling
and it will allow us to have the current
lingo of today, industry standard people
refer to it as a gigabit, the reality is it’s
going to be less than a gigabit that you
realize in terms of the actual throughput, but it’ll be a contemporary speed
and it’ll be bi-directional,” Williams
said.
Williams elaborated upon the bi-directional aspect of the new wireless infrastructure, saying that a more bi-directional system will allow students to
run certain programs better and give
students better upload speeds.
“[M]ost traditional cable modems
have a big download speed, and not a
big upload, so one of the things that our
network does is it provides a symmetrical connection where you’re going to
have similar speeds up and down. That
really was exposed during the pandemic
when everyone went into lockdown and
everyone was doing zoom calls from
home and everyone had their frames
dropping... so people turned their video
off,” Williams said.
Williams said that another example
of a building that needs to be updated is
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McMahon Residence Hall. He additionally said that Homer Babbidge Library
is undergoing a similar overhaul.
“[McMahon] is scheduled for repair
in the summer of 2023. And as far as the
library goes, we actually have a designer
currently working on designs to recable
the library building,” Williams said.
Williams said the library presented
ITS with some unique challenges as
it is one of the largest and most used
buildings on campus.
Williams said that if students do experience performance issues with the
Wi-Fi they should contact ITS and tell
them about it.
“If you’re experiencing a performance
problem, it’s our job to go out and ﬁx it.
If there’s something we can do to go out
and mitigate it, if there’s an area that’s
a more popular place to go study that
has poor coverage, we simply might not
know about it,” Williams said. “What
we encourage people to do is to not stay
silent about it, but let us know.”
Williams said UConn ITS will investigate all problems and install new
access points in the dark spots that do
arise.
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Williams said that the reason why
ITS has not scheduled work to be done
on McMahon Residence Hall until summer of 2023 is because not all residence
halls can be worked on at the same time,
as Wi-Fi may be unavailable during
these projects.
“McMahon, Alumni and West are all
heavily used during summer programs
for the university. They can’t take off all
three of them at once, so there is other
work that is planned that is needed in
Alumni this coming summer, so we’re
actually going to dovetail our effort with
those other projects and then McMahon is going to stay online, and then
the following year McMahon will be
offline and West and Alumni will be
the housing,” Williams said.
In terms of the ITS Network Refresh
Project, Williams said that residence
halls have been prioritized so students
will see the updates as soon as possible.
“Our focus is how do we get the work
done as quickly as possible. So, we’ve
organized it into a ﬁve-year program
and we’ve been getting funding annually for portions of the program … We
recently were approved by the board
of trustees to Alumni, West, and all the
other buildings you see on the list for
ﬁscal year 2022,” Williams said. “We’ve
made a pretty signiﬁcant effort to prioritize the resident halls as much as we
could early in the project.”
Williams said the Network Refresh
Program will provide UConn the framework for a constant update of infrastructure to keep UConn Wi-Fi as strong as
possible.
“We initiated it because we needed
to have a strategic and systematic approach to replacing network equipment.
Cabling has a life cycle that might extend
10, 15, 20, 25 years. Network equipment
has a shorter life cycle,” Williams said.
“We chose to pursue it in a strategic way
for ﬁve years because what the industry
The Daily Campus
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trend is for network equipment is to
really have a ﬁve to a seven-year lifecycle
and ideally once we’re complete here
that will allow us to get into a refresh
cycle on a regular basis.”
All information regarding the UConn
ITS Network Refresh Project and a
timetable of when each building will
be updated is available on the UConn
ITS website.

A student studying in the Homer
Babbidge Library. Students are
advised to contact ITS if facing
WiFi problems. FILE PHOTO /THE DAILY
CAMPUS
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Mandates drive up vaccinations
at colleges, despite leniency
(AP) — Universities that adopted
COVID-19 vaccine mandates this fall
have seen widespread compliance
even though many schools made it
easy to get out of the shots by granting
exemptions to nearly any student who
requested one.
Facing pockets of resistance and
scattered lawsuits, colleges have tread
carefully because forcing students to
get the vaccine when they have a religious or medical objection could put
schools into tricky legal territory. For
some, there are added concerns that
taking a hard line could lead to a drop
in enrollment.
Still, universities with mandates
report much higher vaccination rates
than communities around them, even
in places with high vaccine hesitancy.
Some universities have seen nearly
complete compliance, including at
state ﬂagship schools in Maryland, Illinois and Washington, helping them
avoid large outbreaks like those that
disrupted classes a year ago.
Since announcing its mandate two
months ago, Ohio University students
and employees who reported being
vaccinated at its Athens campus shot
up from 69% to almost 85%.
“Educating and encouraging was
only getting us so far,” said Gillian Ice,
a professor of social medicine who is
overseeing the school’s pandemic response. “We had a lot who were on
the fence. They weren’t necessarily
anti-vaccine. They didn’t think they
were high risk.”
School administrators are watching
closely to see how the mandate affects
enrollment, she said. Some students
are likely to transfer, but there’s also a
less vocal group who support the requirement and would not have come
to campus without it, Ice said.
At least 1,100 colleges and universities now require proof of COVID-19
vaccines, according to tracking by The

Chronicle of Higher Education.
Some schools told students last
spring they would need to be vaccinated before returning to campus this
fall. Others held off on making the
shots a requirement until the Food
and Drug Administration gave full
approval to Pﬁzer’s COVID-19 vaccine in August.
Many other universities don’t have
vaccine requirements for anyone on
campus. In some cases, political leaders have blocked universities from issuing mandates.
Just about every university with a
vaccine requirement allows students
and employees to ask for a medical or
religious exemption. A smaller number of schools allow students to refuse
the shots over philosophical reasons.

Most of the nation’s largest public
universities aren’t seeing large numbers of student exemption requests,
according to an analysis by The Associated Press. At the same time,
those colleges have approved the vast
majority — in some cases all — of the
requests.
At many colleges, the requests are
evaluated by committees that include
medical experts, faculty members
and student life administrators. Some
schools ask students for notes signed
by doctors or detailed statements explaining the principles of their religious beliefs.
At Virginia Tech University, where
95% of students are now vaccinated,
the school granted all of the 1,600 exemption requests from students as

long as they agreed to weekly testing.
“It’s a balance. How hard you want
to come down on people? Do you say
you can’t be on campus if you’re not
vaccinated?” Virginia Tech President
Tim Sands said. “We didn’t want to go
that far.”
School leaders decided not to second-guess doctors or question someone’s religious beliefs, he said.
“That’s just not a conversation we
want to get into,” Sands said about the
religious exemptions. “Everybody has
their own approach to their faith.”
Virginia Tech, which posted a record enrollment of more than 37,000
this fall, also sent away 134 students
who failed to show they had been vaccinated or received an exemption.
Jake Yetzke, a junior at Oakland

A historical marker stands near the gate at the Ohio University campus in Athens, Ohio on June 12, 2006.
Universities that adopted COVID-19 vaccine mandates this fall of 2021, have seen widespread compliance.
That’s true even though many schools made it easy to get out of the shots by granting exemptions to nearly
any student who requested one. PHOTO BY JOE MAIORANA/AP

University in Michigan, thought
about transferring, but he didn’t want
to give up his full scholarship after the
school announced a vaccine mandate
for the fall.
He received a religious exemption
for reasons he didn’t want to share.
Getting the shot should be a personal
choice, he said.
But even with the exemption, he
feels ostracized because he’s no longer
allowed to be a part of the university
choir or its vocal jazz ensemble, he
said. During voice classes, he has to
sing behind a plexiglass wall while
wearing a mask and he’s treated differently by teachers now, he said.
“It’s a lot of that kind of stuff,” said
Yetzke, a music technology major.
“I’m barred from doing a lot. That’s
really frustrating because I came here
to sing.”
Amanda Born, who attends Grand
Valley State in western Michigan, also
received a religious exemption. She
said she knows at least 10 students
who didn’t want the vaccine but went
ahead with it anyway.
“It was a scare tactic, and it worked,”
she said. “They want to continue living their life, going to the school they
chose and continuing with their career path.”
The nine-campus University of
Louisiana System told students immediately after the FDA approval that
they would need to be vaccinated or
receive a medical, religious or philosophical exemption before signing
up for classes next semester. State law
there provides for broad exemptions
to vaccine mandates.
The results have been mixed: A
third of the students at McNeese State
University have applied for an exemption, while at the University of New
Orleans just 6% have asked to skip the
shot. Overall, inoculation rates have
increased.

NotaryCam resumes ‘Help a Hero’
initiative, offering virtual notary
services for military for Veterans Day

High schoolers to decide how to
spend $1.5M in COVID funding

(AP) — NotaryCam®, a Stewart-owned company and a pioneering provider of remote
online notarization and identity verification / authentication
technology for real estate and
legal transactions, today announced its semi-annual “Help
a Hero” initiative will once
again offer free remote online
notarization (RON) sessions to
United States veterans and current service members.
The event will run Thursday, Nov 11 through Sunday,
Nov 14, 2021, and allow active
duty and retired service members to connect to a live notary
public via NotaryCam’s secure
virtual signing room to legally

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) —
Thousands of Connecticut high
school students from across the
state will decide how more than
$1.5 million in federal COVID-19 relief funds for schools will be spent.
Forty-three school districts,
which encompass 77 high schools,
have agreed to participate in the
state’s new campaign called Voice4Change. The initiative, administered by the Connecticut State
Department of Education, allows
students to submit proposals for
how best to spend $20,000 in their
respective schools.
They can begin submitting applications later this month. Proposals
will be accepted until early January.
On March 11, students at each

notarize, sign and execute documents and agreements online
from anywhere in the world.
“NotaryCam has long acknowledged our inability to repay our service members, but
we are honored to continue to
be able to show our appreciation by offering our remote
online notarization services to
military members at no charge
each Veterans Day,” said NotaryCam division president Rick
Triola. “As a proud supporter of
our retired and active-duty service members, the NotaryCam
team humbly offers this token
of our gratitude to all who have
served and continue to serve
our country.”
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high school will vote on which
proposal they prefer for their particular school. The ideas must be
deemed eligible to receive American Rescue Plan Elementary and
Secondary Schools Emergency Relief funds. The state, school district
and students are then expected
to work together to make sure the
winning proposal at their school is
implemented.
Five “Commissioner Choice”
awards will also be awarded to
fulﬁll ﬁve student proposals that
didn’t win enough votes.
“I found in life, the bigger the
table, the more ideas you get, the
better the outcome,” Democratic
Gov. Ned Lamont told students at
the CREC Civic Leadership High
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School in Enﬁeld on Wednesday.
“I want you to have a stake in the
outcome. … I like people who have
a stake in the game and incentives
to make it happen.”
State officials called the contest
“a ﬁrst-in-the-nation statewide
student civic engagement initiative.”
“Every student has at some point
come into class wishing something
was different within their school,”
wrote Natalie Bandura, a student
member of the Connecticut State
Board of Education and a senior at
Staples High School in Westport.
In a statement, she said this initiative is “exciting” because students
“are the ones who have the power
to make that change.”
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Astroworld Victims: First-time festival attendee, 9th-grader
(AP) — A promising college
student expected to graduate in
the spring. A visitor from Washington state. And a high school
freshman.
With the family of a 22-yearold Texas A&M senior confirming her death Thursday, the
number of people who died after
the crowd surged during a Travis Scott performance at the Astroworld music festival has risen to nine. Hundreds more were
injured.
Cause and manner of death for
the victims has not been made
clear. Michele Arnold, a spokeswoman with the Harris County
Institute of Forensic Sciences,
has said it could be weeks before
that information is available.
The dead ranged from 14 to
27 years old. Their families and
friends have shared stories of
them on social media and with
reporters.
City officials are investigating
what caused the pandemonium
at the sold-out event attended by
about 50,000 fans. Scott, a rapper known for his high-energy
concerts, said Monday he would
cover funeral costs for the victims.
‘SUPER GLUE OF THE FAMILY’
Bharti Shahani, a high-achieving student at Texas A&M University, died Wednesday night,
attorney James Lassiter said
during a news conference with
the family.
Shahani had been hospitalized
since she was critically injured
at the concert.
Bharti’s relatives described
her as diligent in her electronics
systems engineering studies and
someone who always thought of
others — including that she had
signed up to donate her organs
when she died.
Astroworld was supposed to
be a rare escape, her sister Namrata Shahani said.
“For the first time in her life,
she just wanted to have fun, and
that was taken from her,” Namrata said.
Namrata said her sister’s last
words to her were, “Are you
OK?”
Her cousin, Mohit Bellani,
attended the concert too. He
said Shahani had two heart at-

tacks on the way to the hospital.
“Bharti was the glue of the family. She was the super glue of the
family” he said.
‘LOVED HIS MOM’
Franco Patino, 21, was working
toward a mechanical engineering technology degree at the University of Dayton, with a minor
in human movement biomechanics, his father, Julio Patino, told
The Associated Press. He was a
member of Alpha Psi Lambda, a
Hispanic interest fraternity, and
the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers, and was working in an engineering co-op program.
Patino described his son as
a charismatic, energetic leader
who was active in his community and intent on helping people
with disabilities. His son was
working on a new medical device
and wanted to find a way to help
his mother walk again after she
was severely injured in an automobile accident in Mexico two
years ago, Patino said.
Through tears, Patino described how his son — who enjoyed weight lifting, football and
rugby — used his strength to
break a door and free his mom
from the wreckage.
“He loved his mom,” Patino
said. “He said everything that he
was doing, it was trying to help
his mom. The entire goal.”
Julio Patino, of Naperville, Illinois, was in London on business
when the phone rang around 3
a.m. He answered it and heard
his wife, Teresita, crying. She
said someone had called from a
hospital about Franco and that a
doctor would be calling her soon.
After 30 minutes, she called back
with the doctor on the line.
“The doctor was giving us the
news that our son had passed
away,” Patino said.
Patino said he had last spoken
with his son about 2 p.m. Friday,
when he reassured his father he
was fine.
“I just said, ‘OK, just be careful,’” Patino said.
‘HUGE HOLE IN OUR LIVES’
Jacob “Jake” Jurinek, 20, was a
junior at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, where he
was “pursuing his passion for
art and media,” his family said
in a statement Sunday. He was

Students arrive at Heights High School on Monday, Nov. 8, 2021, in Houston. A student was reportedly
among those killed at the Astroworld music festival Friday night. PHOTO BY JON SHAPLEY/HOUSTON CHRONICLE VIA AP

just short of his 21st birthday.
He was attending the concert
with Patino, his friend and former high school football teammate, according to Patino’s father, Julio Patino. He was deeply
committed to his family and
was known as “Big Jake” by his
younger cousins.
He will be missed by his father, Ron Jurinek, with whom
Jake became especially close after his mother died in 2011.
“In the decade since, Jake and
Ron were inseparable – attending White Sox and Blackhawks
games, sharing their love of professional wrestling, and spending weekends with extended
family and friends at Jake’s favorite place, the family cottage
in Southwestern Michigan,” the
family’s statement said.
“We are all devastated and
are left with a huge hole in our
lives,” his father, Ron Jurinek,
added in an emailed statement.
‘GOOD
STUDENT,
ATHLETE, SO POLITE’
Memorial
High
School
ninth-grader John Hilgert, 14,
was the youngest of those who
died. Mourners began tying
green ribbons around trees at
the school over the weekend in
his memory.

Stacey Sarmiento holds a photo up of her posing with her friend, Rudy Pena, who died in a crush of people
at the Astroworld music festival in Houston. PHOTO BY ROBERT BUMSTED/AP PHOTO

He was at the concert with
classmate
Robby
Hendrix,
whose mother, Tracy Faulkner,
spoke with the Houston Chronicle. The boys had hoped to get a
good spot to watch the show.
“Everything about that night
was a tragedy,” Faulkner told
the newspaper. “John was a
good student and athlete and so
polite. He was the sweetest and
smartest young man.”
‘LIFE OF THE PARTY’
Madison Dubiski, 23, lived
in Houston. She was a varsity
cheerleader in high school and
member of a community service
group called the National Charity League, according to a former classmate who spoke to the
Houston Chronicle.
“She was definitely the life of
the party and loved by so many
people,” Lauren Vogler told the
newspaper.
She was her mom’s best
friend and she loved watching
her brother play sports, family
friend Claudia Sierra said.
‘HARD-WORKING MAN’
Mirza “Danish” Baig, who
identified himself on Facebook
as a district manager for AT&T,
and appeared to be a devoted
Dallas Cowboys fan, was among
those who died at the the concert, his brother Basil Baig said
on Facebook.
“He was (an) innocent young
soul who would always put
others before him. He was a
hard-working man who loved
his family and took care of us.
He was there in a heartbeat for
anything. He always had a solution to everything,” Basil Baig
told ABC News.
Baig’s funeral was held Sunday
in Colleyville in the Dallas-Forth
Worth area. Messages left with
Basil Baig were not returned.
County officials identified him
as Mirza Baig, but his brother said on Facebook he went by
Danish. He was 27.
LOVED TO DANCE
Brianna Rodriguez’s family
told People magazine that she
was among those who perished
at the concert. She was 16, a student at Heights High School and
loved dancing, according to the
family the magazine spoke with.
Her family has not responded to
a message left by AP.
Outsider her school, pink ribbons and balloons adorned the
fence, spelling out “Bri.”
“Brianna was someone who
performed with the band and
was someone who could always
make anyone smile,” the Heights
High School band said in a tweet.
Her high school dance team
remembered her in an Instagram
post, saying that she was with
the group for three years, served
as the junior social officer and
“never failed to put a smile on
everyone’s face.

“She was a wonderful friend,
teammate, dancer, sister, daughter, and leader. The bulldog community is deeply saddened and
will honor her in every way we
can. We love you Brianna,” the
team said in the post.
COMPUTER SCIENCE STUDENT
Axel Acosta Avila, 21, was a
computer science major at Western Washington University. His
father, Edgar Acosta, told KOMO-TV his son was among the
victims who died at the festival.
The school in Bellingham,
Washington, released a statement Sunday: “By all accounts,
Axel was a young man with a vibrant future. We are sending our
condolences to his family on this
very sad day.”
Acosta Avila was initially
identified by family with the
single last name, Acosta, but his
father said Monday that his full
name should be used.
ASPIRING BORDER AGENT
Rodolfo “Rudy” Pena, 23, of
Laredo, Texas, was a student at
Laredo College and wanted to be
Border Patrol agent, his friend
Stacey Sarmiento said. She described him as a people person.
Officials identified him as Rodolfo Pena, but friends called
him Rudy.
“Rudy was a close friend of
mine,” she said. “We met in high
school. He was an athlete. … He
brought happiness anywhere he
went. He was easy to get along
with. It was like positive vibes
from him at all times.”
“We all came to have a good
time … it was just horrible in
there,” she added.
___
Associated Press writers Jamie Stengle and Juan Lozano in
Houston contributed to this report. Chase reported from Dover,
Delaware, and Catalini reported
from Trenton, New Jersey.

“He was (an) innocent
young soul who
would always put
others before him. He
was a hard-working
man who loved his
family and took care
of us. He was there
in a heartbeat for
anything. He always
had a solution to
everything,”
BASIL BAIG
BROTHER OF CONCERTGOER
WHO PASSED AWAY

CLASSIFIEDS
Two people who knew an unidentified victim of a fatal incident at the Houston Astroworld concert embrace
at a memorial on Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021. PHOTO BY ROBERT BUMSTED/AP PHOTO

Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error
materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first incorrect
insertion. Ads will only be printed if they are accompanied by both first
and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be
subject to verification. All advertising is subject to acceptance by The Daily
Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy at its sole discretion.
The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.
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by Maddie Papcun

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

It’s no secret that communication is vital to almost every aspect
of our lives. Everyone has heard
the idea that “communication is
key” at some point; it’s drilled
into our brains from a very young
age. I know my required health
classes in both middle school and
high school had units on fostering
healthy relationships that inevitably included lessons on effective
communication. Every self-help
book on the shelf has a chapter
about expressing yourself effectively on both a personal and professional level. If that’s not enough
evidence pointing toward the
significance of communication,
you can quite literally major in it
at most universities. Thus, you’d
be hard-pressed to find someone
willing to argue that communica-

If you aren’t willing
to talk to the people
you care about,
you’re actively
making your life
more difficult for
yourself.

tion isn’t important.
The interesting thing is, people
hear this sentiment throughout
their lives and still refuse to take it
to heart. Whether it be an outright
refusal to communicate or engagement in ineffective communication
which could not possibly be less
productive, so many people seem
willing to jeopardize relationships
of all kinds. If you aren’t willing to
talk to the people you care about,
you’re actively making your life
more difficult for yourself.
Effective communication should
be a conscious effort on everyone’s
part, as well as something people think about more in general.
There’s more to it than just talking
and even more than just exchanging information. Ineffective communication isn’t really communicating — at least not in a way that’s
going to benefit you. For example,
if you’re interrupting, multitasking when talking to someone,
using qualifiers, avoiding direct
statements or waiting to speak instead of actually listening, are you
really engaged in an exchange of
information or is the conversation
merely one-sided?
Speaking in the sense of personal relationships, you have to
be willing to speak up. If you’re
too scared to express your wants
or needs to a platonic or romantic

partner, neither of you is going to
benefit from such a pairing. Professionally, if you won’t share your
ideas or speak up for yourself in
the workplace, it’s going to be extremely difficult to achieve any
goals.
There are many trends and recent societal norms that seem to
actively work against open communication. For example, ghosting requires the abrupt cutting of
contact with a person you have
been seeing or dating recently
without any warning or explanation. Such a vanishing act does not
provide closure and in most cases
is unproductive. Obviously there
are exceptions to every rule, but
most people who choose to ghost
do it because it’s easy and doesn’t
require an awkward or uncomfortable conversation — especially
in an age where a better partner
is just a click away. I would argue this push for ease is a way of
avoiding communication, which
does not bode well for the future
of communication in intimate relationships.
In the workplace, it is all too
easy to find a discrepancy between
what is said and what is heard. If
leadership is poor, objectives are
unclear or feedback is limited, it
can contribute to an environment
that asks employees to keep their

ILLUSTRATION BY ANNA IORFINO, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

head down and keep moving forward without ever bothering to
ask why. In essence, it’s very easy
to fall into the trap of speaking
without truly communicating. We
can talk all day long, but if nothing of substance is being said, or
nothing is being absorbed and understood on the receiving end, no
communication is taking place.
It takes effort and practice,
but everyone is capable of good
communication. One must listen
(which is more than just hearing
what another person has to say)
and also pay attention to nonverbal communication such as body
language, eye contact, facial expressions and tone of voice. You
want to be confident in yourself
while also being clear and concise for your audience. You should
have respect for your communication partner, as well as an open

mind to feedback.
While it seems like a simple
argument, communication is extremely important. It can make
or break someone in personal and
professional relationships, and
should thus be something people
spend a bit more time thinking
about.

[Communication]
can make or break
someone in personal
and professional
relationships, and
should thus be
something people
spend a bit more
time thinking about.

      
by Kimia Monzavi
CONTRIBUTOR
kimia.monzavi@uconn.edu

There has been debate surrounding the ethics of the death
penalty for years. I personally
don’t believe the state should
have the jurisdiction to take
away human lives. Autonomy
is a right, not a privilege. With
the power to end lives, the state
could execute someone who has
been wrongly convicted. And
even if the prisoner is actually
guilty, their life is still valuable
and worth living.
Instead of debating whether
prisoners should get the death
penalty or prison for life, we
should grant prisoners who have
committed crimes that lead to
life in prison the ability to choose
the death penalty as an alternative. While many may choose life
in prison, it at least gives those
who cannot bear life in prison
an escape that does not in any
way negatively impact the majority of citizens. This is not to say
the death of anyone, including
prisoners, is not tragic. But we
should reevaluate why we im-

prison convicts for years, or even
decades, causing lifelong misery
for many.
This issue comes down to the
true purpose of penal systems.
Penal systems should exist for
two main purposes. The first
is rehabilitation. Prisoners are
still people and deserve a chance
at becoming a better version of
themselves. It is clear prisoners
are often not given a chance at
rehabilitation if their sentence is
the death penalty or life in prison. This raises the question of
whether states should even be
able to sentence someone to lifetime confinement. With no hope
of getting out of prison, prisoners are less inclined to grow
and learn from their past mistakes. It’s easier to work towards
self-improvement when there is
a light at the end of the tunnel.
We ought to reform our current
prison system so prisoners have
a better chance to improve upon
themselves. However, some prisoners have committed truly dangerous crimes and may do so
again, so we still need to prioritize public safety.

The second purpose of penal
systems is to keep our world
safe. This purpose is satisfied by
both the death penalty and life in
prison, because if a prisoner is in
prison or dead, there is no chance
they can commit crimes again.
Unless we want our prisoners to
suffer and feel guilt for the rest of
their lives, we should allow them
to choose if they want to die. Giving prisoners this option is the
least we can do, especially when
any chance of rehabilitation has
been stripped away.
While I do believe most prisoners would ultimately choose
life in prison over death, I don’t
think that should stop us from
providing them with a choice.
Forcing someone to stay alive in
prison for the rest of their lives
is a form of punishment. Saying
death allows prisoners to “get out
easy” just reinforces the idea that
prisoners are in prison to suffer. While it is truly heartbreaking that some prisoners would
choose death over prison for life,
some prisoners cannot live with
the guilt they feel as a consequence of their crimes. If they are

going to be in prison for the rest
of their lives anyway, why can’t
they be provided with an escape
from a lifetime of guilt and suffering? Our current penal system
must be reformed, and the idea
that the sole purpose of prison is
punishment must be eradicated.
It is often difficult to find empathy and respect for prisoners
— especially prisoners who have
committed crimes that lead to a
lifetime in prison. Recently deceased artist Julie Green painted prisoners’ last meals before
their execution. These paintings
demonstrate how prisoners are
humans too — people who have
favorite meals just like everyone
else. Everyone deserves autonomy over their own body, and
prisoners should not be forced to
die or spend a lifetime in prison.
They should be able to choose
for themselves. Both sentences
— the death penalty and life in
prison — impact the rest of the
world identically, so I pose the
question: Why can’t prisoners
decide how they will spend the
rest of their lives if they are being
confined for life anyway?
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‘DEATH THROES’
GLASGOW ARTIST EDEN DODD ON KNIGHTS, VIDEO GAMES AND SELF-REFLECTION

by Esther Ju

STAFF WRITER
esther.ju@uconn.edu

We’ve all heard of the tortured artist — a detrimental trope that not only
romanticizes and undermines poor
mental health, but also promotes the
assumption that the best artist must
live in a constant state of torment.
Surely, painful sentiment is useful for
fueling one’s creativity. Just ask Welsh
native and Glasgow local Eden Dodd.
“Tragedy, darkness and loss are
key pools of inspiration that I regularly draw from within my own practice, as they are a well that never runs
dry for visual and conceptual material in this vein,” their online statement
reads.
However, the idea of the tortured
artist stands in disregard to the good
things that can actually arise from
self-expression.
Dodd’s latest collection of work,
titled “Death Throes,” is currently
exhibited at the University of Connecticut’s Contemporary Art Galleries, an educational and inspirational
space provided by the department of
art and art history. CAG was happy to
host Dodd for a virtual “Artist Talk”
session on Oct. 28, where the artist
gave audiences a walkthrough of the
materials that inspired their project,
as well as overviews of certain pieces
from the collection.
With a name as grim as its own,
“Death Throes” is far from being
cheerful. Each piece is made out of
mirrored glass, cut and pieced together to form illustrations of medieval
symbols, including knights, armor,
maces, dragons and even (my personal favorite) ancient contraptions like a
bear trap. The collection also features
a “Self-Harm Series,” a line of seven
differently designed helmets, each
with a defined fracture in the materi-

al — a clear metaphor for brokenness.
“I guess the helmets specifically
were about the idea of masculinity
and the passing down of a broken
or shattered suit of armor which is,
you know, masculinity — something
that’s passed down to us traditionally and it doesn’t work if it’s not fit for
purpose,” Dodd said in an interview.
“I was really struggling with my own
masculinity and I guess I was making these masks and these visors and
these helmets and these weapons because they were aspects of masculinity that were violent and vulnerable
that I couldn’t really translate. But
this kind of language did allow me to
translate it.”
Dodd’s gender identity in particular was a concept that influenced the
collection’s inception.
“I was doing a lot of work around
masculinity at the time because I
hadn’t quite come out as trans just
before,” Dodd said. “I came out as
trans in April and I was working on
this in September of 2020. So, I just
started making these mirrors, and
I was really interested in the idea of
them being kind of like vessels that
you pour aspects of yourself into and
you can see yourself in them. It’s not
always been concerned with medieval, semiotic languages, but this project kind of lent into that.”
Dodd’s vision for “Death Throes”
came out of a trying time for everyone. When lockdown was reinstated
in Glasgow in October 2020, Dodd
found themself confined to the studio
in their bedroom, where they began
each day by waking up, eating breakfast and making mirrors until they
went to bed. Despite the mundanity
of their daily routine, stir-craziness
turned out to be the least of Dodd’s
problems, especially as they became
more and more convinced of their
feminine identity.

“This person was like, ‘How did
you not go insane? Because you’re
just looking at yourself all the time,’”
Dodd said. “And I said I felt more sane
than I ever had before, like, weirdly? I
mean, the gender identity is so clear
because I was looking at myself everyday and I didn’t like what was
looking back at me in the mirror. And
COVID anxiety was really bad and I

“Being an artist,
you can really help
people in a way
that maybe they’re
not fully aware of,
especially if you put
your ‘dirty laundry
out,’ so to speak.
You’re showing
other people that
it’s okay to have
those feelings and
to feel validated.”
EDEN DODD

was really worried about death and
dying, and I think I realized that I was
really worried about not having lived
— like dying without having lived as
the person that I have always wanted
to be.”
CAG’s description of “Death
Throes” includes an interesting line
that suggests how a primitive concept as medieval imagery can actually
relate to modern societal characteristics: “Weaponry, knight’s armor
and maces are the vessels that carry

Dodd’s messages as they ask us to
look at fractured reflections of ourselves within medieval symbology.”
Although the symbols themselves are
characterized by their affiliation with
the Middle Ages, much of Dodd’s
source material came from technological resources.
“For example, video game cultures
or Internet image board cultures like
places like 4chan or weird, strange,
esoteric websites with messages and
creepypastas and stories and things
from literature,” Dodd said. “And
when I kind of touch on these things
or utilize them in my work, they’re
not very recognizable. I guess the
medieval imagery was a way of concentrating and condensing this wide
— all these influences and rhizomatic, fractured body of research and
experiences that I was channeling
into my work in a way that is recognizable and understandable for other
people.”
They continued by examining the
theme of cartoon violence imbedded in the collection, which served a
much greater purpose than just stylistic reasoning.
“So, I was trying to really pull in,
again, this idea of mythology and this
idea of personal mythologies and utilizing them as a reference point for
wider ruminations and critiques of
capitalism and the world we live in
now,” Dodd said. “Like people, you
know, chopping their arms off; the
idea of self-destruction; the ideas of
removing oneself, wearing masks,
facades; the idea of dragons being
decapitated as metaphor for depression or suicide. It was all these ideas
of these quite foreboding, dark concepts, but they were all hidden beneath this veneer of cartoon-like, medieval imagery. There’s a lot going on
under the surface, I guess, that I was
trying to touch on.”

As immersed in their work as
they are now, Dodd has arguably
desired to be an artist for all of their
life. Short-lived ruminations of being
a doctor or a teacher were apparent
during childhood, which Dodd owes
to an inherently hospitable nature.
“I think I realized that when I start
talking about depressing stuff in my
work and traumas, etc., I was trying
to kind of act as a surrogate or substitute in this idea of showing people
that you can come out of trauma and
deal with it and move on from it, theoretically,” Dodd said. “Being an artist,
you can really help people in a way
that maybe they’re not fully aware of,
especially if you put your ‘dirty laundry out,’ so to speak. You’re showing
other people that it’s okay to have
those feelings and to feel validated.”
Perhaps Dodd is a tortured artist,
considering their artistry is practically a porfolio of the personal struggles
and traumas they’ve faced. But even
in dark times like the COVID-19 pandemic, Dodd was able to emerge with
a clearer understanding of who they
are and how they intend to spend
their life — a feat they were able to
achieve through “Death Throes.”
Their motive to promote healing
through their work has managed to
carry them down their desired path,
and will likely do so as their creativity
continues to flourish.
“I guess I’ve always wanted to
be an artist, but maybe I’ve always
wanted to be someone who helps
other people,” Dodd said. “And I
think art was the most effective way
I could see myself doing that.”
The “Death Throes” exhibition
will be on display until Dec. 5 at the
UConn Contemporary Art Galleries. Visits are made by appointment
only. Be sure to email luke.seward@
uconn.edu if you are interested in
scheduling a visit.

Eden Dodd’s “Death Throes” is on display at the Contemporary Art Galleries of the University of Connecticut, and will be through December of 2021. Dodd began working on the project in September of 2020. Dodd took medieval armor as a symbol of traditional masculinity and used it to redefine their own gender identity.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF ETHAN-DODD.COM
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‘Neil Berg’s 50 Years of Rock and Roll’

AN EVENT FOR THE AGES

Federici of Bruce Springsteen’s
band in Joe D’Urso & Stone Caravan, then touring around the country opening for big-name acts, and
Tomorrow at UConn’s very own eventually being the Composer/
Jorgensen Center for the Perform- Musical Director for Harley Daing Arts is an event that will surely vidson’s 100 Year Anniversary
get the audience up on their feet. At Tour, playing alongside bands like
8 p.m., award-winning composer, Aerosmith, Bob Dylan, The Doobie
lyricist and producer Neil Berg is Brothers, Steppenwolf, Creedence
hosting ‘50 Years of Rock and Roll,’ Clearwater Revisited, Journey, Ted
a performance-filled event that Nugent, etc. and even being there
takes you on a journey through the when The Doors first reunited with
evolution of rock and roll. Berg is Stu Copeland on drums.”
best known for
Other than
composing the
being a part of
musicals
“The
national tours
12,”
“Grumpy “It’s the music I first opening for
Old Men: The
rock concerts,
connected to, it’s
Musical”
and
the genre has
“The Prince and the music that crept had a prothe Pauper.”
into my soul before I found effect
The
Daily
on Berg’s life.
Campus
was even knew what was
“It’s
the
lucky enough to
music
I
fi
happening, and has connected rst
speak with Berg
to,
never left.”
via email in a
it’s the mupreview of Satursic that crept
NEIL BERG
day’s upcoming
into my soul
rock extravaganbefore I even
knew
what
za.
“[50 Years of Rock and Roll] is an was happening, and has never
incredible story to tell and I think left,” Berg explained. “Rock & Roll
just about everyone in our coun- connected me to like-minded peotry, and around the world, relates ple, and I’ve made some of my best
to the power, relevancy and in- friends and relationships through
fluences of Rock & Roll,” Berg de- [it]. It gave me a way to express myscribed. “While I now spend most self, learn about myself, and others.
of my time writing and producing It taught me about diversity, about
Broadway musicals, I started off history, about society, style, so[in] the rock ‘n’ roll world. First as cial injustice, counter culture, civil
a kid growing up listening and lovrights, revolution, connecing the music, then joining bands
tion, and on and on. And
in high school playing battle of
because Rock & Roll
the bands, then playing keymusic is so diverse, it
boards in one of the great
led me to explore and
classic rock ‘n’ roll cover
love different styles/
bands in the tri-state
types of music. For
area (Boys in the Attic),
example from early
then replacing Dan
Elton John and Em-

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

erson Lake and Palmer I started unique, fun way.”
loving and exploring classical muUltimately, Berg is excited to desic. From Steely Dan I started lov- liver an educational, exciting and
ing and exploring jazz music, and entertaining experience to listeners
so forth. From the Beatles I learned in the Storrs community.
that four young ordinary “blokes”,
“Rock ‘n’ roll started long before
when put in the right situation, with people think, and once [people] see
a willingness to keep learning and the show, they will get a great sense
pushing themselves further and of the important influences all styles
further, could become something of American music had on rock ‘n’
EXTRAORDINARY!
Perhaps roll, and a greater appreciation for
most importantly for me, from The each style,” Berg described. “Rock
Who’s Tommy and Quadrophenia, ‘n’ roll concerts have always been
Pink
Floyd’s
about [c]ommuThe Wall and
nity, and people
Genesis’s Lamb
to“[50 Years of Rock gathering
Lie’s Down on
gether to have a
Broadway,
I
unique experiand Roll] is an
fell in love with
ence. This will
incredible story to be the same!
telling
story
through music,
tell and I think just And while the
which is anothstudents
will
about everyone in
er
definition
definitely learn
for
“Broadsomething,
our country, and
way Musical,”
most
imporaround the world,
which is ultitantly, the stumately
what
dents are going
relates to the
I’ve done my
to get to see and
power, relevancy
entire life/cahear some of
reer since my
the most kick
and influences of
last year in
ass rock ‘n’ roll
college, which
singers
wail
Rock & Roll.”
was quite some
on some of the
NEIL BERG
time ago.”
greatest songs
This
isn’t
ever
written,
Berg’s first forand they’re goay into a musical trip through time, ing to have an AMAZING time!!
as he led a similar touring act in a As I always say, this is half story
different genre entirely.
and half rock ‘n’ roll concert, so get
“I also developed and had a big ready to rock!”
hit touring show called Neil Berg’s
Tickets for “Neil Berg’s 50 Years
100 years of Broadway, which told of Rock and Roll” can be purchased
the story of the history of Broadway at jorgensen.uconn.edu.
musicals,” Berg said. “After the sucAdditionally, for UConn students
cess of that, it was only natural for only, a limited number of free rush
me [to] tell the story of rock ‘n’ roll, tickets for all Jorgensen events can
not only because I thought it was be acquired by emailing the box ofnecessary, but also because I’m so fice (jorgensen.tickets@uconn.edu)
passionate about it, and wanted to between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. the
share the story and the music in a morning before each concert.

GE C
IM A

Y OF EPIPHONE.COM
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07

Friday, November 12, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

Life

UConn podcast Holistic Huskies promotes
mental health awareness across campus
by Jordana Castelli
STAFF WRITER
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

College can be a stressful time.
Balancing academics, unexpected
life events, maintaining relationships, focusing on health and learning to love yourself are all happening
simultaneously in an environment
that was only introduced recently, and that’s only half the list. The
University of Connecticut’s podcast
Holistic Huskies focuses on bringing awareness to student’s mental
health across campus. The podcast
was created by UConn students
Serena Verma, Roger Watrous and
Victoria DeTrolio in the spring of
2020.
“This project began as a way to
showcase stories of those without a
voice, fight stigma against conversation around mental health and build
genuine support and connection
among students,” said third-semes-

ter finance student Alyssa Pelletier.
founded the podcast during the panWhile there are many resources demic, which proved to be challengavailable around campus for mental ing. However, there were many rehealth, the podcast gives students a warding moments as well.
convenient
fo“The most rerum to share their
warding aspect
stories and bond
of the podcast is
“This project began
over communal
the difas a way to showcase meeting
struggles.
ferent communistories of those
“A podcast alties and learning
lows for people
about their perwithout a voice,
to listen to mental
spectives on menfight stigma against
health stories at
tal health and its
conversation around impact at UCotheir convenience,
and is a good way
nn,” said Pelletier.
mental health and
to absorb inforTogether the
build genuine support Holistic Huskies
mation,”
said
sixth-semester and connection among team works tophysiology and
gether to bring
students.”
neurobiology
“light to real menmajor Areej Saytal health stories
ALYSSA PELLETIER
eed. “They allow
of students and
people to directly
faculty at UCospeak on topics that are important to nn,” according to Sayeed.
them on a first-hand basis.”
Conversations surrounding menVerma, Watrous and DeTrolio tal health have always been import-

ant,
but
especially
are now, after
the COVID-19
pandemic has
had
profound
impacts on mental
health across the globe.
“Discussing
mental
health is important to fight
the stigma surrounding the topic,
and to start conversations that people
have always felt were important to
have, but may have been hesitant to
have them in the past,” said Pelletier.
Holistic Huskies’ third podcast
episode, “Corona Control Freaks:
Psychologist Dr. Park’s Pandemic
Wellness Tips,” gave listeners an opportunity to learn about how they may
be able to improve their mental health
while in a pandemic. Dr. Park gave
tips ranging from staying connected
to taking control on what one can do.
She described one of the most stressful parts of the pandemic as feeling

that
you
a r e
losing
c o ntrol, so
finding
those things
that one still
can control could be
very beneficial. Dr. Park also
shed light on the importance of new
routines, which I believe is still very
beneficial now, as we are beginning
to phase out of the pandemic.
Other episodes touch upon losing
a loved one, being a single parent,
faith and more.
The Holistic Huskies team is hoping to crank out regular content beginning next spring and bring even
more light to the stigma surrounding mental health, so check out their
Spotify and website. Students can
even apply to be featured on the
podcast.

TALKING ABOUT TAPAS AT BARCELONA
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

Flan Castalán,
Basque burnt cheesecake, plum sorbet and
chocolate indulgence
(above) are just four of
the many desserts
served at Barcelona Wine
Bar in West Hartford,
Connecticut.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

Over the years, downtown West
Hartford has become one of my family’s favorite places to frequent when
we want to enjoy a nice meal together
or with visiting guests. We initially
only ventured to West Hartford to eat
at The Cheesecake Factory in Blue
Back Square, a shopping and dining
development downtown. However,
we branched out to the rest of the city
as more restaurants and stores started
cropping up. Now when we visit, the
downtown is bustling with a combination of families, friends taking on the
town and couples out on dates, representing the diversity of establishments
in West Hartford.
Some of my family’s favorite restaurants to visit in downtown West Hartford are bartaco, Mecha and Union
Kitchen. Although we’re aware of its
popularity, my family and I had never
dined at Barcelona Wine Bar, which is
nestled right behind bartaco. However, that changed last Saturday when a
group of us visited the trendy tapas bar
for dinner. Although the restaurant
had not initially stood out to me compared to other choices in West Hartford, I enjoyed Barcelona’s ambiance,
menu selection and drinks, and would
definitely consider visiting again with
a group of friends.
I’m surprised it took us this long to
dine at Barcelona, considering tapasstyle eating seems right up my family’s
alley. A few of us have different tastes
from one another and we like trying a
lot of different options, but we know
we probably wouldn’t be able to realistically order everything we want.
Tapas — small plates or servings —
certainly solve that dilemma.
One of the tests of a restaurant’s
quality is the free bread or chips they
offer diners. Barcelona’s free bread
is some of the best I’ve ever had at a
restaurant — a freshly baked loaf with
a hearty crust and a fluffy, airy interior,
coarsely sliced. The loaf’s rustic quality
and piping hot temperature point to
the quality, as well as care put into the
bread offers not just something to fill
people up with. Although I wish they
served the accompanying olive oil with
some seasonings and herbs, the sourdough-like flavor of the bread and the
nuttiness of the olive oil were still flavorful enough.
On to the tapas: right off the bat, our
party of five prattled off a list of options
that had caught our eyes. We eventually were able to narrow our selection
down to eggplant caponata ($5); patatas

RATING: 4.15/5

bravas with salsa brava and garlic aio- tender enough to easily tear from their
li ($7.50); mahi a la plancha with salsa tails and the mussels were similarly
verde ($13.50), gambas (shrimp) al ajillo easy to tear from their shells. However,
($9.50) with Guindilla pepper, olive oil both paellas were pretty salty, enough
and garlic; seared sea scallops ($16.50) for me to dock them a point.
with aji amarillo; jamón and manchego
We also ordered the steak paillard
croquetas with garlic aioli ($6.50); and ($14.50) with pepper vinaigrette and
spiced beef empanadas ($7) with red frites, as well as the shaved Brussels
pepper sauce. Some of the tapas por- sprouts ($8.50) with chili flake and
tions were a bit smaller for their price garlic, but they must have forgotten to
than I expected, like the mahi — one put them in with the rest of our order.
medium fillet, the shrimp — six small However, they still quickly made the
pieces, and the scallops — three pieces. dishes for us, boxed them up and took
However, considering these were all them off the check. I’m glad they decidseafood, the more expensive price was
ed to give us the tapas, since
to be expected.
I tried them when I
One of the standouts
got home and
was the mahi, which
thought they
was tender, fresh and
were some
Barcelona
herby. The rest of
of
the
my party simitastiest
Wine Bar’s lively
larly pointed the
I had
atmosphere, trendy
fish out as one of
that
their favorites.
night.
interior, menu selection
The
potatoes
Ye t ,
and the actual taste of
were
creamy
I stil
and comforting,
thouthe food make it a solid
and the croquetas
ght it
dining option in West
were
perfectly
was a bit
Hartford.
fried and cheesy.
strange
We also enjoyed the
they were
eggplant, which was
originally left
well-complemented by the
out of our order.
red pepper. The empanadas were
Our waitress was
a reasonable size, with a nice pastry
very attentive at the beginning
and flavorful filling. I would say that of our meal, checking in on us multithe shrimp were somewhat disap- ple times even before our food started
pointing, though.
arriving. Once the crowd picked up
As expected with my family, they around 9:30 p.m., she wasn’t able to
also gravitated towards the “large attend to us as much, which was unplates” part of the menu, especially to derstandable.
the paella, a traditional Valencian dish
Our table ordered a fruity pitcher
made with saffron rice and seafood or of the red sangria with elderflower,
meat. We always have classic seafood citrus-infused dark rum and guava
paella at our Christmas parties, so you nectar, which was one of the sweetest
could say we’re fans. I will note that the sangrias I’ve had, but in a good way.
three paella options at Barcelona are We finished off our meal with flan
definitely pricey, but that’s an expecta- Catalán ($6.50), Basque burnt cheesetion with the luxurious dish. A half or- cake ($8) with cherries, plum sorbet
der is $16, $24.50 or $27; a full is $32, $49 ($7.50) and chocolate indulgence ($9),
or $54; and a double is $64, $98 or $108. a rich chocolate lava cake served with
Paella verduras, the vegetarian option, coconut Mounds ice cream and raspis made with kabocha squash, green berry reduction. Although lava cake
beans and Brussels sprouts. Paella sal- is a bit basic, Barcelona’s was perfectly
vaje is made with chicken, pork belly melty and indulgent. All of the desserts
and chorizo. Paella mariscos is made were pretty delicious overall.
with mussels, littleneck clams, prawns
Barcelona Wine Bar’s lively atmoand calamari. Parillada Barcelona, sphere, trendy interior, menu selecwhich certainly seems like the restau- tion and the actual taste of the food
rant’s speciality, is made with NY strip make it a solid dining option in West
steak, chicken, pork loin and Gaucho Hartford. Although there was no one
sausage. My family ordered full por- thing that particularly stood out to me
tions of the paella salvaje and paella that I feel overly compelled to return
mariscos, which both were hearty and for, the overall collection of all of the
flavorful with a good balance of rice and tasty tapas, the well-crafted drinks
meat. The seafood seemed like quality and ease of trying a lot of different
pieces. The calamari wasn’t rubbery things make Barcelona a recomlike I fear sometimes, the shrimp were mended restaurant.
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Photo of the Day | Best buds

CARTOON BY ANNA IORFINO, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Aastha Gupta, a third-semester PNB major, and Aayushi Agarwal, a fifth-semester English and psychology double major, discuss some new music while eating lunch under the last of
the fall foliage on the Student Union lawn on Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021. PHOTO BY IZZI BARTON, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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COMIC BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Stanford looks to rebound against Oregon State
(AP) — Stanford coach David Shaw won’t sugarcoat it:
The Cardinal have had four bad
weeks.
Stanford hasn’t won since its
31-24 overtime upset of Oregon
on Oct. 2. Last weekend was especially rough on the Cardinal,
who fell 52-7 at home to Utah.
The loss to the Utes was Stanford’s worst since a 57-7 loss to
Notre Dame in 2003.
“I’m not going to say this is
anything other than what it is,
which is it’s a tough stretch.
Tough four weeks in a row here,”
Shaw said. “What I know, being
around this game my entire life,
sometimes you just got to put
your foot in the sand, try to stop
the momentum going the wrong
way, and get going back the positive way.”
Stanford (3-6, 2-5 Pac-12) gets a
chance to get back on track Saturday at Oregon State (5-4, 3-3).
It’s the last road trip of the season for the Cardinal, who host
California in the Big Game next
week and wrap up the season
against Notre Dame.
The Cardinal were without
starting quarterback Tanner
McKee against the Utes, and he’s
questionable again against the
Beavers. Shaw said freshman Ari
Patu will start if McKee can’t go.
Just like the Cardinal spoiled
the Ducks’ chances at a perfect
season, they can play spoiler
again with Oregon State needing just one more win for its first
bowl berth since 2013.
The Beavers have also trended downward, with losses in the
past two weeks on the road to
otherwise struggling teams, California and Colorado.

“There was some real disappointment after the game, but
we’ve got great leaders who know
they have to play better to win,”
Beavers coach Jonathan Smith
said. “We’ve also got to coach
better to win and we’re anxious
to get back to it this weekend. I
know our guys are fired up to
play better on Saturday.”
MAKING A CHANGE
Oregon State on Sunday dismissed fourth-year defensive
coordinator Tim Tibesar. Smith
said he wasn’t seeing the defensive improvement he would have
liked.
“Making personnel changes
is not easy. And it’s something I
don’t take lightly. But ultimately,
I believe this is the right decision for our football team at this
time,” Smith said.
Linebackers coach Trent Bray
will serve as the interim defensive coordinator.

cause of a foot injury and enrolled
at Stanford early so he missed his
delayed senior season at Folsom
(California) High School.
Shaw said Stanford will run
its usual offense regardless of
the QB, but the coaches wouldn’t
take Patu out of his comfort zone.
And obviously McKee could still
start.
“We always believed that (Patu)
has the chance to be a pretty special football player and this week
may be his opportunity,” Shaw

said.
Seniors Jack West and Isaiah
Sanders started against the Utes.
STREAKS
One hopeful sign for the Cardinal: They have an 11-game wining
streak over the Beavers. Shaw
is 10-0 against Oregon State as
Stanford’s head coach.
Also, in a weird scheduling
quirk, this is the third straight
season Stanford has been on the
road against the Beavers. Stan-

ford’s Jet Toner made game-winning field goals in each of the last
two meetings.
“We’re pulling together to try
to get the best out of this group
and get back in the win column,”
Shaw said. “It starts with momentum, because I truly believe
when this team feels some momentum and can really get back
to the way we were playing earlier in the year, we could have
some fun these these last three
weeks of the regular season.”

MAYBES
Oregon State receiver Trevon
Bradford is still sore from a hard
fall during the second-half of the
loss to Colorado, and the Beavers
will wait out the week to see if
he’s ready to go against Stanford.
Defensive end Sione Lolohea is
also a question mark. Left guard
Jake Levengood is doubtful with
an ankle injury.
For Stanford, cornerback Kyu
Blu Kelly and outside linebacker
Stephen Herron won’t play.
SCOUTING PATU
Patu,
Stanford’s
potential
starter against the Beavers, is
a 6-foot-5 freshman. He missed
his junior year in high school be-

Stanford quarterback Jack West (10) hands off to running back Austin Jones (20) during the second quarter of the team’s NCAA college football game against Utah, Friday, Nov. 5, 2021, in Stanford, Calif. PHOTO BY D.
ROSS CAMERON/AP

Amid coaching chaos, Washington set to host Arizona State
SEATTLE (AP) — Washington’s
Bob Gregory already knew the
drill as he stepped into the role of
interim head coach for this week.
He did it once before when he
was at Boise State, even if the result was a rather forgettable loss.
“Thanks for reminding me of
that,” Gregory deadpanned this
week. “That was a long time ago. It
was a completely different team.”
The defensive coordinator is filling in after coach Jimmy Lake was
suspended one game without pay
for making physical contact with
one of his players on the sideline
during last week’s loss to Oregon. As interim, Gregory will lead
Washington (4-5, 3-3 Pac-12) when
it hosts Arizona State (6-3, 4-2) on
Saturday.
It’s been a tumultuous couple
of weeks for the Huskies, who are
on the verge of their first losing
season since 2009 and need wins
in two of the final three games to
become bowl eligible. It started before the rivalry game when Lake
took a shot at Oregon’s academics.
It continued with another lackluster offensive performance and
Lake’s loss of composure on the
sideline.
A day after the loss, Lake fired
offensive coordinator John Donovan and replaced him with wide
receivers coach Junior Adams for
the rest of the season. Lake was
suspended a day later.
Gregory believes the Huskies
will rally amid the chaos.
“I think our guys are going to be
energized and ready to go,” Greg-

in the Pac-12 in total offense and
scoring.
The Huskies managed just 166
total yards last week against Oregon and Adams sounded open
to making personnel changes, including a possible change at quarterback, where Dylan Morris has
struggled.
“It’s too late in the season to go
and reinvent the wheel, right,”
Adams said. “Us going in there
and trying to reinvent the wheel is
not giving our players, not setting
them up for success. We’re going
to go back and look at the things
that we did this season that gave
us success and we’re going to try to
build on that.”

Washington inside linebackers coach Bob Gregory, left, wears a headset on the sideline during the team’s
NCAA college football game against Oregon State on Nov. 14, 2020, in Seattle. PHOTO BY TED S. WARREN/AP

ory said. “We play a great opponent. So there’s no quit in this football team. That is not happening.
We’ve had a lot of adversity this
year. We’ve had some tough times,
but our team has fought the entire
time. We’ve been close. We’ve just
got to get over the hurdle.”
The Sun Devils have also faced
chaos but it’s been on the field and
mostly due to inconsistency. The

same Sun Devils that were routed
by Washington State at home two
weeks ago rebounded with a thorough 31-16 drubbing of USC last
Saturday.
Arizona State is still only one
game behind Utah in the Pac-12
South standings, although the Utes
won the head-to-head matchup.
The Sun Devils must avoid a stumble in Seattle — a place they’ve lost

in their last two visits — if they
want to have a chance should Utah
slip up.
JUNIOR’S CHANCE
This week begins an audition
for Adams at the helm of an offense that has underperformed all
season. The Huskies rank in the
bottom third nationally in several
major offensive categories and 10th

TURNOVER TROUBLE
Arizona State QB Jayden Daniels hasn’t been at his best the past
couple of weeks. Daniels has four
interceptions and one touchdown
in the last two games, and was
just 11 of 20 for 145 yards last week
against USC.
Getting back on track against
Washington won’t be easy. The
Huskies pass defense has been one
of their few strengths. They held
Oregon QB Anthony Brown to 98
yards passing last week.
“It’s working progress, there’s
no doubt about that. But we’ve
seen what it can look like,” Arizona
State coach Herm Edwards said.
“I think UCLA was a good game
when it all came together, our running game and our passing game.
So we still have an opportunity to
next three weeks to clean that up.”

Red-hot Kansas State heads home to face West Virginia
MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) —
West Virginia coach Neal Brown
made a very obvious observation
about Kansas State this week.
“They’re playing their best football of the year,” he said.
If only the Mountaineers could
say the same thing.
They were trending in the right
direction after back-to-back wins
over TCU and Iowa State that
evened their record eight games
into the season. But they headed home last weekend and were
waxed 24-3 by Oklahoma State in
a game in which Brown admitted,
“There’s not one position that we
can talk about that played very
well.”
If the Wildcats (6-3, 3-3 Big 12)

can turn around their season after three straight losses to open
conference, there is no reason the
Mountaineers (4-5, 2-4) can’t do
the same thing as they search for
two more wins and bowl eligibility.
“It’s a credit to their staff,”
Brown said. “They went through
a little downturn where they lost
three, and they’ve been able to
turn it around. Really their last
two games, Kansas and TCU, they
won decisively.”
Kansas State coach Chris Klieman acknowledged the pride he
felt after a lopsided win over the
Jayhawks made the Wildcats
bowl eligible. But he also pointed
out that there are three winnable

games left this season, and finishing strong — beginning with the
Mountaineers — is important for
the Wildcats to feel good about
what they’ve already accomplished.
“No question I’m happy, especially after starting 0-3 in conference play,” he said. “Credit to our
seniors. Credit to our leadership to
say, ‘We’ve got to take more ownership and we have to hold each
other more accountable so that we
can be prepared and ready to play
every Saturday.’ We’ve been able
to do that.”
SERIES HISTORY
Kansas State won five straight
in the series, including the first

four as conference rivals. But the
Mountaineers have now won six
straight against the Wildcats with
their last defeat coming Dec. 5,
2015, in Manhattan.
“It is definitely on our minds,
on my mind,” Kansas State quarterback Skylar Thompson said.
“It’s definitely been discussed in
our team meetings and stuff like
that. It’s something to use as some
motivation.”
KING FELIX
The Wildcats’ Felix Anudike-Uzomah picked up his 11th
sack of the season against Kansas
to take a half-sack lead over Alabama’s Will Anderson Jr. for most
in the Football Bowl Subdivision.

Anudike-Uzomah, who had four
sacks against TCU, also leads the
nation in forced fumbles after
causing his fifth against the Jayhawks.
“He plays hard,” Browns aid.
“You can try to chip him, you
can try to double him. Some pass
rushers, they get really frustrated.
I haven’t seen the kid frustrated.
He plays extremely, extremely
hard.”
WINKLE RETIRES
Kansas State kicker Taiten
Winkel has left the team, Klieman
said, after he had “an injury and
didn’t know if he could come back
from that.” Winkel had been competing with Chris Tennant, who
will now have the full-time job.
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UConn junior back Claire Jandewerth springs into the air after scoring on a penalty corner late in the Big East tournament matchup between the Huskies and Old Dominion on Nov. 5
at the George Sherman Family Sports Complex, sending the Huskies to their 20th-straight Big East Championship game. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s hockey takes on No. 16 Boston College
and No. 12 Providence in weekend series
by Stratton Stave
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

The UConn men’s hockey team
is getting hot at the right time
and people are starting to notice. In the latest USCHO.com
college hockey top 20 rankings,
UConn received the fourth most
votes among unranked teams.
The perfect way to boost a resume and plunge into the polls
with authority is by earning a
pair of ranked victories, which
the Huskies will look to do this
weekend as they take on No. 16
Boston College Friday night at
the XL Center in Hartford and
No. 12 Providence College Saturday night at Schneider Arena in
Providence.
So far this year, Boston College
has been good but not fantastic,
boasting a record of 5-4-1 with
no games against then-ranked
teams. They’re tied for fourth in
the Hockey East with 10 points,
just behind the second place
Huskies. However, the Eagles do
have a few home wins over currently ranked squads: They defeated both No. 17 Northeastern
and No. 14 Denver at home.
The Eagles are led by senior
forward Jack McBain, who has
been a key facilitator for the
offense with nine assists. The
Toronto product has also contributed in the goal-scoring department, netting five in twice

as many contests.
The Huskies will have to keep
him from slinging the puck to
fellow senior forward Marc McLaughlin, who has sent a teamhigh seven shots into the back
of the goal. This deadly duo will
likely keep UConn keeper Darion Hanson busy all night and
turn this game into something
of a high-scoring affair — a pace
the Huskies don’t excel in playing at, though lately, they have
improved.
“We’re going to have to have
our ‘A’ game tomorrow against
Boston College. They’re a formidable opponent, who is dangerous upfront and are deep on
the backend as well,” said coach
Mike Cavanaugh. “They’re so
dynamic...their defensemen are
really mobile and that ignites
their offense that is really electric.”
In the second contest of the
weekend the Huskies will play
No. 12 Providence — a team barely treading water on the heels of
a three-game losing streak. Two
of those losses came to current
No. 8 UMass, getting outscored
in the series 6-1. Similar to BC,
the Friars’ best win came at
home against No. 14 Denver in a
game that felt like a shootout.
Providence is led this season
by sophomore forward Brett
Berard, who has a strong seven
goals and five assists so far. It

The Huskies suffer a 2-1 loss against the Boston University Terriers on Friday, Oct. 8, at the XL Center in
Hartford. The Terriers were able to protect their lead they gained from scoring twice late in the third period to come away with the win, leading the Huskies to lose this Hockey East opener. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

will be critical for the Huskies
to keep Berard away from power
play situations, as he thrives and
has netted three of his goals under such conditions. The Friars’
key facilitator, Nick Poisson, has
dished out seven assists in the

current campaign while adding
three scores, demonstrating his
role as an important contributor
to Providence’s high-powered
offense.
To win these games, the Huskies will need to keep pace of-

fensively, which they have been
doing as of late. As long as they
don’t let things slip away on
power plays and breakaways,
we could be seeing the Huskies
emerge in the rankings come
next Tuesday.

Women’s Cross Country: Huskies to keep eyes on Syracuse
and Providence ahead of Nationals qualifying bid
by Demi Alexander-Nicholas
CAMPUS CORRESPONENT
nicholas.r.martin@uconn.edu

The UConn women’s cross
country team travels to Boston
today as they bid for a spot at the
NCAA National Championship.
Led by outgoing senior standout
Mia Nahom, the Huskies look to
improve on their last showing at
the NCAA Regional Championship which saw them finishing
9th.
“For regionals the strategy is the
same, we’ll just have to find each
other and move up.” Nahom said.
High off their finish ahead of
Providence at the Big East Championship two weeks ago, UConn
will have to fend off stiff competition from No. 17 Syracuse, coming
into regionals as the top team in
the Northeast. In what would be
a first in program history, a con-

fident coach Lindsay Crevoiserat
has no doubts in the teams’ chances of clinching a berth to the National Championship as one of the
two automatic qualifiers.
“The common factor in the field
among Providence, Syracuse and
us is that we’re all top 30 teams,
we’ve beaten both teams before so
it’s going to come down to which
team has the best day,” said Crevoiserat. “This is a big field so
once we get up front, we just need
to find Syracuse and Providence
and just hunt, since we’re better
when we can see our competition,” she said.
The Huskies have had a commendable season following a
strong start at their first meet, the
Marist Invitational in September,
which saw the team taking the
top spot out of seven. UConn also
secured a win at the Ken O’Brien

Minuteman Invitational and had
top five finishes at the Coast-toCoast Battle in Beantown and
the recently concluded Big East
Championship.
Following her conference honors-earning performance in Carmel, Ind., freshman Chloe Thomas has gotten a confidence boost
ahead of Regionals. “I’m really
looking forward to Regionals this
Friday. It’s a great opportunity for
myself and the team to showcase
the training and work we’ve been
putting in together since August,”
she said. “Before Big Easts, Coach
Lindsay and I decided on a strategy that worked really well for me,
so having that strategy in my back
pocket gives me a lot of confidence
for our upcoming race,” she said.
UConn goes into the Regional
Championship ranked third, behind Syracuse and Providence,

who are ranked No. 1 and No. 2 respectively. The top five is completed by former champions Harvard
and Yale, who are ranked No. 4
and No. 5 respectively.
Qualification for next weekend’s National Championship will
see the top two teams from each
of the nine regions getting an automatic spot to line up against an
additional 13 teams, which will be
selected through a process that includes a review of regular-season
competition and finish at the Regional Championships.
Seniors Randi Burr, Melissa
Zammitti and Celia Chacko will
line up for the Huskies, as well as
sophomores Caroline Towle and
Jenna Zydanowicz.
This year’s championship is being held at Franklin Park in Boston, with the Women’s 6K race
scheduled for 11 a.m.

A
runner
on the
cross
country
team
practices
on the
track to
improve
their speed
on Sept. 12,
2017. Many
of the
athletes
in cross
country
continue their
season into
track and
field. FILE
PHOTO/THE DAILY
CAMPUS
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Men’s Basketball: No. 24 Huskies look to
dominate in second straight game
by Jonathan Synott
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

After a blowout win in front of a
sellout crowd on Tuesday night, the
UConn men’s basketball team will
bring its talents to the XL Center in
Hartford to take on the Coppin State
Eagles on Saturday.
The No. 24 Huskies made quick
business of the CCSU Blue Devils
this past week, naturally demolishing the 11th worst team in the
country, according to the Kenpom
ratings. With 358 eligible schools, it
seems hard for a team to be below
that, but that’s where Coppin State
ranks, coming in at a lowly 351th. In
those same rankings, UConn is 21st.
The Eagles have taken quite the
beating so far this season, as they
have already played (and lost) two
games this week — one against
Loyola Chicago and the other
against DePaul. Each defeat was decided by 25 points or more, with the
game against the Ramblers being a
crushing 103-45 defeat.
Coppin State is led by two guards,
Jesse Zarzuela and Mike Hood, who
are averaging 16.5 and 12.5 points
per game, respectively. Hood seems
to be the most efficient out of the
group, making more than half of his
shots — a mark only one other teammate has hit. He started out strong
against Loyola Chicago, going 3-for6, but foul trouble limited his time
on the court. Hood stayed out of
trouble against DePaul, cooking the
Blue Demons for 18 points, adding
two blocks and two steals. While

UConn men’s basketball dominates against Central Connecticut State University securing a 99-48 win in the
season-opening game on Tuesday, Nov. 9, 2021, in Gampel Pavilion. Their next game will be against Coppin
State at 12 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 13 at the XL Center in Hartford, Connecticut. PHOTO BY IZZI BARTON, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

there might not be a ton of guys to
watch out for on this squad, Hood is
definitely one of them.
In their first and only game this
year, UConn had the luxury of six
scorers earning nine points or more,
highlighting the offensive depth of
this team, despite losing lottery pick
James Bouknight to the NBA this

offseason.
So far, the top dog has been sophomore big man Adama Sanogo,
whose soft touches off the glass
make for an elite post scorer. He put
up 20 points and five rebounds on
9-for-11 shooting on Tuesday. His
freshman campaign showed just as
much promise, as he carved a role in

the starting five and earned Big East
All-Tournament team honors by the
end of the year. After one game, Sanogo seems to be picking up where
he left off.
“[Sanogo’s] a special type of player that you get to coach. His preparation and what he puts into his
success, how badly he wants this

program to succeed, it’s just a different type of animal, man,” coach Dan
Hurley remarked on Tuesday night.
The freshmen in this past contest
all got limited minutes, with nobody
exceeding 10 minutes of play. They
looked understandably rattled, but
both Rahsool Diggins and Samson
Johnson were able to break the collegiate ice with the first baskets of
their college careers. If the game
becomes another blowout, it would
be nice to see them, alongside Richie
Springs and perhaps a now-recovered Jordan Hawkins, get some
more early experience before the
season picks up.
In the last game, the Husky defense was in full form, forcing a
whopping 29 turnovers, and they
look to continue that trend on Saturday. On top of the turnovers, UConn
blocked nine total shots and stole
the ball 15 times. The team scored
47 points off of turnovers Tuesday
night — almost enough to beat CCSU
on that alone. They hope to generate
a similar result against Coppin State
— a team averaging 15 turnovers per
game thus far.
“We’re tough to score against. RJ
[Cole] is tough on the ball. You have
two wings out there at 6’6’’ and 6’7’’
with Isaiah [Whaley] who is one of
the best defensive frontcourt players
in the country,” Hurley said. “What
Adama [Sanogo] does and when
you bring in more length with Akok
[Akok] and Tyler [Polley], the court
shrinks for people.”
Tipoff is slated for noon on Saturday and will be broadcasted on FS2.

Women’s Hockey: UConn returns
to conference play against Maine
by Jacob Sondik
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

After taking down out-of-conference opponent Brown Tuesday night, the UConn Women’s
Hockey Team is back in action at
Freitas Ice Forum this weekend
as they take on the UMaine Black
Bears in a Hockey East conference matchup. The Huskies won
3-0 last time out, with a balanced
scoring attack that saw Coryn
Tamala, Viki Harkness and Morgan Wabick find the back of the
net to supplement a strong defensive showing, anchored by a
clean sheet from Megan Warrener. Maine is looking to continue
their own winning momentum,
fresh off a 4-1 exhibition victory
against Colby at home.
The Black Bears are led on the
offensive end by Ally Johnson,
Celine Tedenby and Ida Kuoppala, at marks of eight, seven and
six points respectively. Johnson, a senior from Milwaukee,
notched a goal in three straight
games in a late October stretch
against New Hampshire, Boston

College and Holy Cross. Tedenby had a similar hot streak earlier in the season, scoring a goal
in each of the two games against
another Connecticut opponent,
Quinnipiac. Kuoppala, the junior from Finland, led the Black
Bears in goals and points last
season, but has only notched
one this year, in a game against
St. Anselm that saw her have a
whopping 14 shots throughout
the game’s entirety.
On the defensive side of the
ice, Maine is led by Taylor Leech
and Nicole Pateman, who lead
the Black Bears in blocked shots
at marks of 19 and 12, respectively. Leech has also scored
two goals of her own, showing
her value on both the offensive
and defensive. The goalkeeping
situation is commanded by Loryn Porter, a graduate student
from North Bay, Ontario that has
made a majority of the starts in
net for Maine. However, Porter
has struggled in her eight starts,
with a record of 1-6, in which
she has given up almost three
goals per game. Fellow Canadian

The Huskies take down Boston University on Friday, Nov. 5 at the Freitas Ice Forum in Storrs, fighting for
their 2-1 win. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Huskies celebrate after they secure a 2-1 win against the Boston
University Terriers. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Jorden Mattison has had more
success in her limited opportunities, going 2-2 in her starts, allowing on average a fewer number of goals from her opponents
in a small sample size.
It has been a slightly disappointing season for Maine up
until this point, dropping the
first three games in a two-game
series vs Quinnipiac before falling in their home opener in a
one-goal affair against St. Anselm. The Black Bears have already faced UConn this year,
in which the Huskies went on
the road and eked out a 1-0 win
thanks to a goal by Harkness off
a combined assist effort from

Natalie Snodgrass and Taylor
Wabick. UConn dominated this
game, outshooting the hosting
Black Bears 34-17. Samantha
Carpentier-Yelle was excellent in
net, making 17 saves on the night
in a strong effort that helped a
then 5-0 Huskies squad come out
of Orono with a victory.
For UConn, the key to this
game is maintaining the balanced offensive effort this year
that has helped to be more successful than ever before. Snodgrass leads the Huskies in
points with 10, but Taylor Wabick, Harkness, Danielle Fox,
and Wabick’s sister, Morgan,
are close behind, helping their

11-1 UConn squad dominate the
competition. On defense, it has
been Alex-Anne Boyer and Chloe
Gonsalves leading the way with
21 and 11 blocked shots, respectively, which have helped Carpentier-Yelle achieve success.
The senior from Quebec has
notched 170 saves on the season
at a clip of .924, with a record of
8-1 in her 9 starts. In allowing
only 14 goals, her average goals
given up per game stands at 1.56,
with UConn allowing 1.34 goals
per game as a team overall.
UConn and UMaine will play
at 6 p.m. Friday and 3 p.m. on
Saturday, both at Mark Edward
Freitas Ice Forum.
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FOOTBALL
GOES TO

CLEMSON
ABOVE (RIGHT) PHOTOS BY
TIMOTHY D. EASLEY/AP

ABOVE (LEFT) PHOTOS BY JORDAN ARNOLD,
GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

It has not been a good season
thus far for the UConn football
team. It’s lost eight of the nine
games it’s played, including humiliating defeats at the hands of
Fresno State and Purdue, among
others, and losses to traditionally
beatable schools like Holy Cross
and UMass.
Now, after a two week break
following its recent loss to Middle Tennessee, the team will head
down to South Carolina to face off
against Clemson. Despite Clemson’s lackluster season thus far

by their standards, as the Tigers
are unranked and sitting at a 6-3
record, they’re coming in as 40.5
point favorites.
But the news about UConn going into this game isn’t the betting
line, isn’t how many interceptions
Steven Krajewski will throw from
his spot as continuing to be the
starter despite some painful moments in past weeks and it isn’t
what would happen if UConn
somehow even made this close.
No, the story for the Huskies
coming into this game is the hiring of their new head coach. On
Thursday, the team announced
in a press release that they had

hired Jim Mora, who formerly
worked for UCLA and has NFL
experience, to be the head coach
next season.
Perhaps it’s smart for UConn,
who must be expecting a loss on
Saturday, to hire a head coach
now and make that the story rather than what has the potential to
be a humiliating defeat. Mora,
when he spoke to the press on
Thursday, seemed excited about
the new opportunity; “I can’t wait
for the day that people say to me,
instead of, ‘Why would you go to
UConn?’ they say, ‘I understand
why you went to UConn,’” Mora
remarked in an interview with

Yahoo Sports.
Mora will be in Clemson on Saturday to watch the team he will
soon lead play against the Tigers.
But there are still question marks
around the Huskies’ new coach.
Mora hasn’t coached since he was
fired by UCLA in 2017. Now, since
he is already working as an assistant coach, fans are anticipating
the impact he can bring this season.
But Mora is still only the future
for the Huskies. The present is
a date with a Clemson team that
certainly does not want to embarrass itself by even allowing
a close game. Clemson has been

rock solid on defense, allowing an
average of just 16 points against
the likes of Georgia and Florida
State. Meanwhile, UConn’s Steven Krajewski has struggled and
only thrown seven interceptions
to six touchdowns in the five
games where he made at least ten
passes.
“This is the biggest game of the
year. If we lose this game, there
will be a new head coach here,”
Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney remarked last week. Luckily for him, his team is poised to
put him in a position where he
doesn’t even have to consider that
possibility.

Women’s basketball to begin regular season at home
On Sunday, the UConn women’s basketball team will begin its
regular season with a home game
against Arkansas. UConn, who demolished Fort Hays State in an exhibition game last week, is currently
the No. 2 ranked team in the country
and the No. 1 ranked team in the Big
East
The team comes into the season
with fans eagerly anticipating the
impact of star players like Paige
Bueckers, who dominated in her
freshman season last year, and Azzi
Fudd, a freshman many hope will
follow in Bueckers’ footsteps and
further bolster the team. They’re
joined by experienced players like
Olivia Nelson-Ododa and Christyn
Williams, as well as other players
like Dorka Juhász, who transferred
from Ohio State.
This game against Arkansas is
not the hardest game the Huskies

are going to play this season, or at
least it shouldn’t be. Arkansas did
win their season opener on Wednesday, 85-33 over Tarleton State, and
also beat the University of Arkansas
- Fort Smith by 59 in an exhibition
game, but UConn is a different beast
for the unranked Arkansas lineup.
This is a UConn team for which
really any more than one loss, if
that, will be considered a failure.
This is a team which, for the second
year in a row, has the No. 1 ranked
prospect, this Azzi Fudd, who is
hoping to show up this season and
outperform last year’s iffy postseason.
The game against Arkansas is
the first test, though certainly not
the last, for the Huskies. It is their
first game at the XL Center this
year, which brings in a larger crowd
than Gampel. It’s the first game that
matters, even if it isn’t one fans are
likely to remember at the end of the
season, because it’s against a team
that at least got votes for the top 25

rankings, even if it didn’t make it in.
Not only is this a test to of the
UConn team’s talent, but it’s also a
chance to get a look at what its player situation. Who starts? Who plays
the most minutes? The most interesting aspects to examine, should
UConn win, will likely be how they
won and who won for them — the
information that sets the stage for
the rest of the year.
Will it be the younger players,
like Fudd and Bueckers, or the older players, like Williams and Nelson-Ododa, who carry the team
to victories? What will this team
look like against upcoming threats?
UConn has a packed schedule that
includes games against current
rank No. 1 South Carolina and No. 6
Louisville.
But for now, the Huskies’ eyes are
on Arkansas. They can’t win their
season on Sunday, but they can set
the stage. Or if the unthinkable, in
the eyes of fans, happens, they can
lose it, too.

UCONN SCOREBOARD

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s Basketball
Tuesday

vs.
Women’s Volleyball, Friday, 3:00 p.m.
Queens, NY

vs.

99

48

vs.
Women’s Ice Hockey, Friday, 6:00 p.m.
Storrs, CT

The UConn Huskies take on the Fort Hays State Tigers in an Exhibition
game on Sunday evening at Gampel Pavilion, the basketball capital of
the world. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Joe Roche

@uconnhuskies

Thank you to all the men and women
who dedicate their lives to defending our
freedom. #VeteransDay

TWEETS OF THE DAY

SPORTS EDITOR
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INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Ashton Stansel

@JRoche3MR
I’m sure Jim Mora Jr will be a goo coach at
UConn based on being a bad coach literally
everywhere else he’s ever coached
Lindsay Schnell

@Lindsay_Schnell
At least five times today I’ve seen the phrase
“UConn football hires Jim...” and through
the end of the sentence was “Calhoun.” And
each time I’ve shrugged & thought, sure
why not try it.
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

