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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 6:13 p.m. on Nov. 16

*positive test results

4

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

42

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

35

Wednesday, November 17, 2021
Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

55

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

New scholars program open to
UConn Engineering students
by Aiza Shaikh

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu

On Monday, Nov. 1, the Pratt &
Whitney Scholars Program application opened up to first-year University of ConnecticutSchool of Engineering students. By January of
2022, the program will award five
students with $10,000 each per year,
for a total of four years, according to
Daniel Burkey, the Associate Dean
of Undergraduate Education, Outreach & Diversity at the School of
Engineering.
Pratt & Whitney, an aerospace
company headquartered in East
Hartford, Connecticut, is one of the
largest employers of UConn Engineering graduates, according to
Burkey.
“There’s been strong ties between
the company and the school for
many, many years, and so it’s an example of a continuing partnership
between one of Connecticut’s largest employers and our largest public
university,” Burkey said in a virtual
interview.
The scholarship program will
continue to select five freshman students per year until 2024, awarding
a total of 20 students.

“This is a $10,000 per-year scholarship which will be given to five
students per year for a cohort of
20,” Burkey said. “$10,000 is a very
significant scholarship for a School
of Engineering scholarship. It’s
larger than almost any of the other
ones that we give, and most of those
would only be given to an individual
student.”
Along with the $10,000 per year,
scholarship recipients will also be
provided an opportunity for a summer internship at Pratt & Whitney,
a senior design project sponsored by
the company and professional development and mentorship opportunities.
As part of the School of Engineering’s newly launched Vergano
Institute for Inclusion, the Pratt &
Whitney Scholars Program aims to
“increase diversity of traditionally
marginalized or traditionally underrepresented students in engineering,” according to Burkey.
UConn Engineering students
can access the application online
via the application portal from
now until the end of the month.
Applications will be reviewed by
a selection committee over winter
break, with scholars announced in
early January.

The Information Technologies Engineering Building (ITE) is located on Fairfield Way and contains the Electrical Engineering and Computer Science departments. With this new program availabe to UConn engineering
students, they’ll be able to change their scenery and work with Pratt & Whitney.
PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

According to Burkey, the application is set up similarly to applications for other scholarship programs.
“Students will fill out some demographic information, information about their academics, information about their interests, their
extracurricular activities — all of
the sort of things that normally
get incorporated or evaluated for

a scholarship application,” Burkey
added.
As long as the selected first-year
students maintain good academic
standing and meet all the criteria
for the scholarship, they will continue to receive $10,000 for each of
their four years at UConn.
“We’re very excited about the
opportunities not only for financially supporting our students —

because we all know that college
is expensive, and so being able to
financially support students is an
important part of making it affordable to families to have that education — but then also just all of the
other ancillary things that go along
with these experiential opportunities for students through internships, through design, through
mentorship,” Burkey said.

In Case You Missed It: Week of Nov. 8
by Conner Caridad

Beto seeks change
for Texas
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Banon indicted for
contempt of court
For the first time since 1983, the
United States Department of Justice
levied charges of contempt of Congress against former Trump administration adviser Steve Banon on
Friday, according to the Associated
Press.
The Department of Justice (DOJ)
Office of Public Affairs said in a
statement that Banon faces two
counts of contempt of Congress for
refusing to comply with a subpoena
from the House Select Committee to
investigate the Jan. 6 attack on the
United States Capitol, one for failing
to appear for a deposition and another for refusing to provide documents
to the committee.
The House committee called upon
Banon, who has been a private citizen since 2017, because it believes
“Bannon had information relevant to
understanding events related to Jan.
6,” the DOJ said.
David Shoen, Banon’s lawyer, said
that Banon did not refuse to comply
with the House committee’s subpoena. Banon decided not to appear for
his deposition after former President
Donald Trump’s legal team assured
him he had the privilege to withhold
information for the sake of public
safety.
Banon was taken into custody on
Monday morning and, after appearing before Federal Magistrate Judge
Robin Meriweather, Banon was ordered to surrender his passport and
was released without bail.

For more...

“It’s time for change,” former congressman Beto O’Rourke told The
Texas Tribune when he announced his
campaign challenging Governor Greg
Abbott in the 2022 election.
O’Rourke told the Texas Tribune
that Gov. Abbott has, “stopped listening to and trusting the people of Texas.”
He is running for governor to improve
issues of public education, health care
and failed infrastructure in Texas, criticizing Gov. Abbott for “abandoning”
his constituents.
“He doesn’t trust women to make
their health care decisions, doesn’t
trust police chiefs when they tell him
not to sign the permitless carry bill into
law, he doesn’t trust voters so he changes the rules of our elections,” O’Rourke
said.
Gov. Abbott said that O’Rourke is
“hostile to the state,” claiming that in
his last campaign he exposed himself
as “not so much a democrat,” and associated him with other national politicians who are unpopular in Texas,
like Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez from New York and President Joe Biden.
Gov. Abbott’s re-election campaign
manager Mark Miner said the “contrast for the direction of Texas couldn’t
be clearer, and said that the last thing
Texans need is “President Biden’s radical liberal agenda” coming to the state
“under the guise” of O’Rourke.
Miner and Gov. Abbott said that
O’Rourke has “more in common with
President Biden than he does with
Texans,” but O’Rourke disregarded his
critics, saying that in his third political
campaign he will partner with “anyone, anywhere, anytime — regardless
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President Joe Biden speaks before signing the $1.2 trillion bipartisan
infrastructure bill into law during a ceremony on the South Lawn of
the White House in Washington D.C., Monday, Nov. 15, 2021. PHOTO BY SUSAN
WALSH, AP

of political party or position of power”
as long as they are making progress in
Texas.

Bipartisanship changes
Americans’ lives ‘for the
better’

President Joe Biden signed a $1
trillion infrastructure bill on Monday
in front of a crowd of state governors,
mayors and congressional lawmakers from both political parties on the
White House Lawn, according to the
Associated Press.
Biden said the money for money for
public infrastructure like roads and
bridges represents America in motion
again, and a success of lawmakers focusing on “getting things done” rather
than insisting on “getting everything
we want.” His initial proposal was an
infrastructure bill more than twice the
size.
“I ran for president because the only
way to move our country forward in
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my view was through compromise
and consensus,” Biden said.
Senator Rob Portman commended
Biden for his willingness to negotiate
with members of the Republican Party,
and said the bipartisan support for the
bill “comes because it makes sense for
our constituents.”
“The approach from the center out
should be the norm, not the exception,”
Sen. Portman said.
According to Reuters, Biden joked
that Sen. Portman was able to support
the bill without facing disapproval
from the Republican Party because he
is not seeking re-election, calling him a
“hell of a good guy.”
“I know I’m not hurting you, Rob,”
Biden said in front of the crowd, “because you’re not running again.”
The Associated Press reported that
Biden waited to take the final step to
sign the infrastructure bill into law for
almost two weeks after it was approved
in Congress on Nov. 5, so that lawmakThe Daily Campus

ers returning from a congressional
recess could celebrate in a “splashy
bipartisan event.” With the president’s
signature, the bill immediately takes
effect and will change Americans’ lives
“for the better,” Biden said.
Republican Senate Leader, Mitch
McConnell, did not attend the event
on the White House lawn with his colleague Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, but commented that the nation is in desperate need of the infrastructure money.
On Tuesday, Biden celebrated the
infrastructure deal from an almost
century-old bridge in New Hampshire
that became the first of two bridges
that cross the Pemigewasset River to
be “red listed” for repair in 2014.
There, Biden said the bill is about issues that are both profound and affect
ordinary people, like “How do I cross
the bridge in a snowstorm?”
“This may not seem like a big bridge,
but it saves lives and solves problems,”
Biden said.
New Hampshire, alone, will receive
more than $1 billion in federal funds for
highways from the infrastructure bill,
and $225 million for bridges. According to the Biden Administration, the
bill is the single largest investment in
the country’s bridges since the creation
of the national highway system.
After the event, the Associated Press
interviewed university professors in
history, economics and engineering
who said that the nation needs to “be
sober” about the work that still needs
to be done.
University of Virginia Engineering
Department history professor Peter Norton expressed mixed feelings
about the bill because it doesn’t address
the “emergency” of climate change.”
“Most of [the bill] is more of the
same,” Norton said.
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Biden signs $1T infrastructure
deal with bipartisan crowd

President Joe Biden poses for a photo after signing the $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill into law during a ceremony on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Monday, Nov. 15, 2021. PHOTO BY SUSAN WALSH, AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden signed his hardfought $1 trillion infrastructure
deal into law Monday before a bipartisan, celebratory crowd on the
White House lawn, declaring that
the new infusion of cash for roads,
bridges, ports and more is going to
make life “change for the better”
for the American people.
But prospects are tougher for
further bipartisanship ahead of
the 2022 midterm elections as
Biden pivots back to more difficult
negotiations over his broader $1.85
trillion social spending package.
The president hopes to use the
infrastructure law to build back
his popularity, which has taken a
hit amid rising inﬂation and the
inability to fully shake the public
health and economic risks from
COVID-19.
“My message to the American
people is this: America is moving again and your life is going to
change for the better,” he said.
With the bipartisan deal, the
president had to choose between
his promise of fostering national
unity and a commitment to transformative change. The final measure whittled down much of his
initial vision for infrastructure. Yet
the administration hopes to sell the
new law as a success that bridged
partisan divides and will elevate
the country with clean drinking
water, high-speed internet and a
shift away from fossil fuels.
“Folks, too often in Washington,
the reason we didn't get things
done is because we insisted on
getting everything we want. Everything,” Biden said. “With this
law, we focused on getting things
done. I ran for president because
the only way to move our country
forward in my view was through

compromise and consensus.”
Biden will get outside Washington to sell the plan more broadly in
coming days.
He intends go to New Hampshire
on Tuesday to visit a bridge on the
state’s “red list” for repair, and he
will go to Detroit on Wednesday
for a stop at General Motors’ electric vehicle assembly plant, while
other officials also fan out across
the country. The president went
to the Port of Baltimore last week
to highlight how the supply chain
investments from the law could
limit inﬂation and strengthen supply chains, a key concern of voters
who are dealing with higher prices.
“We see this as is an opportunity because we know that the
president’s agenda is quite popular,” White House press secretary
Jen Psaki said Monday before the
signing. The outreach to voters
can move "beyond the legislative
process to talk about how this is
going to help them. And we’re
hoping that’s going to have an
impact.”
Biden held off on signing the
hard-fought infrastructure deal

“This bipartisan
support for this bill
comes because it
makes sense for our
constituents, but the
approach from the
center out should
be the norm, not the
exception.”
ROB PORTMAN
OHIO SENATOR
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after it passed on Nov. 5 until legislators would be back from a congressional recess and could join
in a splashy bipartisan event. On
Sunday night before the signing,
the White House announced Mitch
Landrieu, the former New Orleans
mayor, would help manage and coordinate the implementation of the
infrastructure spending.
The gathering Monday on the
White House lawn was uniquely
upbeat with a brass band and peppy speeches, a contrast to the drama and tensions when the fate of
the package was in doubt for several months. The speakers lauded
the measure for creating jobs, combating inﬂation and responding to
the needs of voters.
Ohio Sen. Rob Portman, a Republican who helped negotiate
the package, celebrated Biden's
willingness to jettison much of his
initial proposal to help bring GOP
lawmakers on board. Portman
even credited former President
Donald Trump for raising awareness about infrastructure, even
though the loser of the 2020 election voiced intense opposition to
the ultimate agreement.
“This bipartisan support for this
bill comes because it makes sense
for our constituents, but the approach from the center out should
be the norm, not the exception,”
Portman said.
The signing included governors
and mayors of both parties and
labor and business leaders. In addition to House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, the guest list included Republicans such as Louisiana Sen. Bill Cassidy, Maine Sen.
Susan Collins, New York Rep. Tom
Reed, Alaska Rep. Don Young and
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan.

Man charged
with threatening
Gov. Lamont on
Twitter
WATERFORD, Conn. (AP) — A
Connecticut man charged by state
police with threatening Gov. Ned
Lamont on Twitter said Tuesday
that his words were being blown
out of proportion and that he had
no intent to harm anyone.
Troopers arrested Jonathan
Wright, 41, of Waterford, on a second-degree threatening charge
Monday in connection with an
Oct. 23 tweet posted in reply to
a tweet by Lamont. He posted
$30,000 bail and was ordered to
appear in New London Superior
Court on Nov. 29.
According to an arrest warrant affidavit, Wright was upset
because he heard government
leaders put COVID-19 patients
into nursing homes, which had
sickened elderly residents, and
he wanted officials to be held accountable.
“You are scum living on borrowed time,” Wright's tweet said.
“President Trump knows what
you did to the elderly Covid pa-

Retired violin
professor pleads
guilty to child
sex charges
ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) — A
longtime University of Michigan
violin professor pleaded guilty
to transporting an underage girl
across states lines for sex back in
2002, authorities said Tuesday.
Stephen Shipps, 68, faces up to
15 years in prison when he's sentenced, the U.S. attorney's office
in Detroiti said.
Shipps was indicted last year
on charges alleging that he took
a girl across state lines several times between February and
July of 2002 with the intention of
having sex with her.
The girl was born in 1985, according to court documents.
Shipps’ indictment and arrest
in Ann Arbor came two years after the university placed him on
paid leave after former students
accused him of sexual misconduct while he taught them in the
1970s and 1980s in Nebraska and
North Carolina.
He retired in 2019 from the
University of Michigan.
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tients that were sent to nursing
homes. All is known and you
will meet your maker courtesy
of a noose and a trap door. Treason=DEATH.”
Wright said in a phone interview Tuesday that what he meant
was Lamont, a Democrat, should
be charged in the criminal justice
system and if found guilty should
get capital punishment.
“I just said something stupid
and it's being blown way, way out
of proportion,” Wright said. “I
had no malicious intent. I didn't
want the governor to die. Does
that (the tweet) sound like I'm
going to do it? People don't walk
around with nooses and a trap
door. ... This is an absolute nightmare.”
Wright said he is an Air Force
veteran who has never been arrested before. He said he believed
the charge will be dropped when
he tells his side of the story to a
judge.

In addition to teaching at the
University of Michigan's School
of Music, Theatre and Dance
from 1989 until his retirement in
2019, Shipps also directed a preparatory program that offered
musical instruction to children.
Shipps was an influential and
highly sought after violin professor, Acting U.S. Attorney
Saima Mohsin said in a release.
“Well regarded music professors at prestigious universities with competitive music
programs like the University of
Michigan enjoy tremendous influence within the music community,” Mohsin said. “These
professors often have the ability
to make or break careers."
Shipps also served on the faculties of Indiana University, the
North Carolina School of the
Arts, the University of Nebraska–Omaha, and the Banff Centre
in Canada, federal authorities
said.
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6 teens injured in drive-by
shooting near Denver area school
AURORA, Colo. (AP) — Six
teenagers were wounded Monday
in a drive-by shooting in a park
near a suburban Denver high
school, but all were expected to
survive, police said.
The victims, who range in age
from 14 to 18, are all students at
Aurora Central High School in
Aurora, a diverse city east of Denver, said police chief Vanessa Wilson. She said she needed everyone
to be “outraged” by what happened and come forward with any
information they might have to
help police find those responsible.
Wilson asked neighbors and
other bystanders to share any
videos or photos from phones or
house surveillance systems that
might help detectives identify the
suspects, who haven’t been apprehended.
Multiple rounds fired from
different guns were found at the
scene, and it is possible some
rounds were fired by someone on
foot, she said.
Police officers assigned to the
school were the first to respond
to the shooting and saved the life
of one victim by applying a tourniquet, Wilson said. That student
later underwent emergency surgery, she said.
Wilson said she’s relieved the
students are expected to survive
but said gun violence is a public
health crisis.
“There is a violence crisis
across the nation right now, and
so I think we all need to pay attention,” she said.
Three patients from the shooting were taken to Children's
Hospital Colorado. They were
in stable condition and have all

been reunited with their families,
spokesperson Caitlin Jenney said.
Several students hugged one
another outside the school as staff
and police ushered students away
from the direction of the crime
scene. Others shouted “Stay safe”
as they parted ways.
Student Aariah McClain, 15,
said she heard gunfire as she was
walking near the school's football
field during lunch. She heard four
shots at first, so she started walking toward the school. Then she
said she heard “a whole lot more,"
she said.
“I was shocked," she said of the
shooting, as she waited outside
the school with her father, Harold
McClain, for her 14-year-old sister
to be dismissed.
“I work and we pay taxes for
these police to be here. I don’t
see how this is even happening,"
Harold McClain said. “They need
more security.”
The school was put on a “secure
perimeter” because of the shooting, police said. That typically
means no one is allowed in or out
of a school but students and staff
are able to move freely within the
building.
Evette Mitchell, 47, rushed to
the school to get her son, Trevell, 15. He was in gym class when
he heard the gunshots, and the
teacher escorted them to the
smaller gym.
“I did 90 (mph) on the highway,”
she said, “because I didn’t know if
it was my kid or not.”
Mitchell said she is frustrated
because another shooting involving three teens happened near
the school on a recent weekend.
Mitchell added parents get blamed

Law enforcement officials survey the scene of a shooting in which six teenagers were injured in a park,
Monday, Nov. 15, 2021, in Aurora, Colo. PHOTO BY PHILIP B. POSTON, AP

for youth violence, but there are
no affordable activities offered for
students in the area.
“Everything costs. We’re all
low-income families so it’s hard
for us to find something for these
kids to do,” said Mitchell, who
said her son was going to be in
online classes for the rest of the
week because of the shooting.
According to U.S. News and
World Report's high school rank-

ings, 67% of the school's approximately 2,000 students are considered economically disadvantaged,
qualifying for free or reduced
lunch.
Michelle Marin, who lives
across the street from the school,
said she walks her dog at the park
almost every morning and sees
students hanging out there all the
time, “but you never think something like that’s going to happen.”

“We have seen some lockdowns
but nothing with the caution tape
or anything like that,” Marin said.
The shooting comes after an
18-year-old died after being shot
about 5 miles (8 kilometers) away
on Sunday night.
A shooting was also reported
Friday in the parking lot of an Aurora mall, but police only found
several shell casings when they
arrived.

New Mexico education Stanford coach Haase building
official seeks $6M
a culture for his team
budget increase
SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — The
New Mexico Public Education
Department is asking state lawmakers for a $6.7 million budget increase, citing the need to
address an ongoing lawsuit that
centers on accusations that the
state is failing to meet constitutional obligations to provide essential educational opportunities
to all students.
State Education Secretary Kurt
Steinhaus is expected to release
an action plan next month that
would address parts of the legal
challenge. Nearly $5 million of
the budget increase would fund
compliance with state court orders related to the lawsuit.
Most legislative funding for education, around $3 billion each
year, goes directly to school districts. Additional funding comes
from the state’s large endowment
fund, which has grown in recent
decades thanks to oil royalties
and market investments.
The Public Education Department also oversees the distribution of federal funds, including
$1 billion this year in pandemic
relief. Steinhaus told members of
the Legislative Finance Committee that the biggest need is staff to
help with the management of the
funds.
His request to boost the agency’s budget from $14.5 million to
$21 million would include the hiring of at least 33 employees.
“I realize that’s a large request,”

he told legislators, adding he believes it’s the “bare minimum.”
Legislators asked Steinhaus
why the department wants
money for more positions when
around a quarter of the funded
positions in the department are
unfilled.
“You have 59 positions that
you’re finding for that are not
filled and now you’re wanting 33
more and I just guess my question is why?” said Rep. Candie
Sweetser, a Democrat from the
state's rural southwest.
Steinhaus said he had the same
question when he became education secretary three months ago.
He said he has filled staffing roles
in the hiring department of his
agency and has dozens of interviews being set up.
He insisted that he needs the
staff to monitor a growing set of
state and federal programs and
funds. “And so I am confident
that I can build a team of people
with that extra funding that can
meet those requirements.”
One member of the Legislature questioned the need for a
$102,000-per year position listed
in the budget as an “equity specialist.”
“What’s a priority in my district is less administrative overhead and more certified personnel in the classroom," said Rep.
Phelps Anderson, of Roswell, a
former Republican who became
an independent in February.
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Stanford head coach Jerod Haase yells during the first half of the team’s NCAA college basketball game
against Arizona State in Stanford, Calif., Feb. 13, 2020. As Haase begins his sixth season coaching the Cardinals, he remains grateful every day to get to work at a place like Stanford. PHOTO BY JEFF CHIU, AP

STANFORD, Calif. (AP) —
With puppy Kaci on the leash
eagerly pulling him along, Stanford men’s basketball coach Jerod Haase begins one of his regular cross-campus power walks
that take slightly different routes
depending on the day and how
much time he can carve out of his
busy schedule.
The playful pooch, who turned
1 in September, tends to stop people and other dogs, or fountain
hop to cool off and slow down the
entire exercise mission -- so she
might not be allowed to go along
if there’s a recruit to host later or
a prospect to scout somewhere
in a nearby gym.
“She’s more part-human than
dog, and we treat her that way,”
Haase says as he ventures out on
what will be a two-mile excursion through the sky-high trees
and spectacular buildings that
make Stanford an architectural
treasure.

Haase points to spots where he
has made valuable connections
with professors or other Stanford
standouts, amazed at how VIPs
seem to be at every turn at an institution like this. One friendship
he has formed is with Dr. Michael
Longaker, a professor in the School
of Medicine and the co-director of
the Institute for Stem Cell Biology
and Regenerative Medicine.
None of this is by accident. Haase
arrived at Stanford from the University of Alabama-Birmingham in
2016 determined to build a lasting
culture, a process that didn’t come
as quickly given numerous injuries and players who stayed only
one season before making the NBA
leap.
These days, many of Haase’s
players have spent some time with
Longaker.
“He asks me to meet with recruits
when they come on campus,” Longaker said. “I’ve enjoyed that. He’s
allowed me to do that. He’s exactly

as advertised. He wants to win and
he wants to win at Stanford. I am
very grateful for the opportunity.
I’ve met some incredible young
men and women at Stanford. Hopefully, it’s made a difference on some
of them.”
When former Stanford star Oscar da Silva visited campus from
Germany with his mother, he asked
if he could major in chemical and
systems biology — so Longaker
provided guidance.
Most of the athletes are left inspired by the knowledge and experience in the room.
“It was really cool, we had interesting conversations about what I
can do at Stanford outside of basketball, not only in his field but
some of the other stuff,” recalled
senior forward Jaiden Delaire. “He
gave me some really good advice on
how I should manage my time and
who I should talk to.”
Junior big man Spencer Jones
also found himself moved.
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Editorial

 
 
 

I

n a message from last Friday, Associate Vice President and
Dean of Students Eleanor JB Daugherty announced that the
service of having to-go containers in dining halls will be going
away come spring semester. While this is understandable,
because the nation is currently in the midst of a takeout container shortage, we believe that other forms of takeout should
still be allowed.
First off, the most easily supported argument for keeping a form of
takeout at the University of Connecticut is that the COVID-19 pandemic
is not over. In a separate message from the previous week, Daugherty
confirmed that the university will remain in the orange designation for
the foreseeable future. Unless UConn plans to change this designation,
it seems contradictory that a change as significant as not letting students
take food out of the dining halls would be made. As long as COVID-19
is confirmed to be on campus, students paying for dining should not be
forced to eat amongst dozens of their peers, without masks and indoors.
On the subject of meal plan-paying students, shouldn’t takeout be a
right regardless of the status of COVID-19 on campus? While communal
eating is one way to receive meals, some might just find more comfort
in eating where they choose. Whether that’s alone, with friends or in
any other setting, it’s puzzling as to why UConn cares where students
eat their food. Sure, the argument could be made that a policy that
allows students to take food out as they please could lead to abuse of
that policy, but the past two semesters have provided a large sample
size of evidence that that wouldn’t occur on a broad scale. Additionally,
having the option of takeout containers in the dining halls accommodates a larger range of students. For example, takeout allows students
with eating disorders (which are largely prevalent in the college-age
population) or students with disabilities to eat on their own terms,
wherever is most comfortable for them.
Also, while takeout boxes will still be available to students with accommodations and those in quarantine, it would be a fantastic practice
of universal design (the idea of creating environments that are accessible
to all people) to make takeout available to all. UConn shouldn’t require
those with disabilities to seek accommodations just so that they can
live comfortably on campus.
If use of the takeout system was allowed to continue into the Spring
2022 semester, there is a very easy way to implement this without
creating a hassle for dining services: bring your own container. By
asking students to bring their own means to take the food away, this
will make it so workers won’t have to stop what they are doing each
time a student requests a takeout container, and it will also reduce the
number of hands coming into contact with the container. Aside from
this being more efficient and more sanitary than the current system,
an easy way to prevent abuse of the system could be to have students
show the container they plan to use to the validine operator on the way
in and on the way out. For those unable to provide a container, UConn
could provide each student with a meal plan with a reusable container.
Either way, a form of takeout where students don’t need to use a new
container each time is a much more sustainable system.
According to the UConn website, the most inexpensive residential
meal plan, the Custom Plan, costs $5,710 per year. If the university is
going to ask its students to pay this, the least they can do is offer accessible ways to eat so that everyone in the student body can be more
comfortable.

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS


by Harrison Raskin
OPINION EDITOR
harrison.raskin@uconn.edu

Particularly as youth in a world of
climate change, pandemics and social
instabilities of every other kind, we
may find our surroundings crammed
with well-intentioned messages of
how we can better address our mental
health. We should take a break. Prioritize our rest and peace. Focus on selfcare. Stop putting our time and effort
towards relationships that aren’t reciprocal. Go to therapy!
Obviously, there is truth and value to
all of these strategies. And these are the
only suggestions presented by most
authority figures in our lives. But taken alone, they are individual-oriented
solutions which prevent us from fully
understanding the social nature of our
health.

Under capitalism,
the individual is
literally evaluated
based upon their
productivity and
ability to create
commodities for
others. This labor is
how we’re paid, and
money is required to
purchase everything
we need to survive.
Firstly, a “drawing-in” of the self, toward the most critical resources and
considerations to the self alone, is not
meaningfully possible given the characteristics of our current society. In order to actually take time for ourselves,
to focus on our own healing, peace and
restoration, we would need to distance
ourselves from our social obligations.
But this isn’t possible in a capitalist
system. Under capitalism, the individual is literally evaluated based upon
their productivity and ability to create
commodities for others. This labor is
how we’re paid, and money is required
to purchase everything we need to
survive. It doesn’t matter if we believe
we’re more valuable because our very
existence, our access to life-critical resources is dependent on our relationship to our production of commodities.
If we take time away from work in
order to pursue our mental health, we
necessarily neglect our own wellbeing

in this fundamental way.
Students understand this condition
as well as workers do — we’re experiencing burnout at unprecedented
rates. But we pursue higher education
to access the comfort and stability of
middle-class life, rather than having
to work in service, retail, manufacturing or another minimum-wage industry. Regardless of how many of us
will benefit from this plan, it requires
persistence. If we take time off, we’re
thrown right back to the conditions we
intend to escape through the accreditation of school. We’d either need to pick
up an undesirable job, accrue more
debt or rely on the support of family —
an unsustainable privilege for most. It’s
also questionable if these alternatives
could actually allow one to “focus on
their mental health.”
Treatment itself is commodified. For
many, there is a very genuine consideration to be had between the cost of
therapy and other basic necessities. If
becoming healthy requires distancing
ourselves from work, but our relationship to work is the only thing which
might allow us to afford therapy, we
probably won’t ever heal.
The reality of capitalism is that
therapy and most other mental health
treatments function to correct us back
onto abusive behavioral cycles, including fundamentally hostile work environments and overexertion. We have
virtually zero control over our industries, specific jobs, working conditions,
hours, pay and supervisors, and we are
often entirely alienated from the products of our labor, stripping our work of
meaning. This situation is extremely
likely to leave us mentally unhealthy,
and it wouldn’t be solved even if we did
have the means to “take a break.”
I haven’t even discussed yet here
the many other social violences in the
world from racism, sexism, discrimination against queer people, all forms
of xenophobia, violence from war and
sanctions, a lack of human rights such
as food, water and shelter, damage being done to the ecosystem and more.
The fact that our world is wrought
with such violences makes health in
general whether mental, physical or
social a completely distant experience
for many.
There’s another characteristic of
individual mental-health strategies
that dovetails with violent social systems: strategies like therapy, self-care
and distancing are often very isolating. They may be useful in correcting
a specific unhealthy relationship or
commitment of ours, or help us to al-

locate our resources in a healthier way.
But alone, they suggest distancing ourselves from everyone else around us
in order to “reflect,” “heal” or another
similarly vague goal. They are rarely
rooted in the benefit or helping of others around us.
We must view these as survival
practices rather than solutions to capitalism, oppression, violence and social
conflicts of all kinds in our lives which
negatively impact our mental health.
To be genuinely healthy, we need politics which oppose oppression and
form relationships of love and solidarity. Mental health is an inherently political concept in a violent society, and
healing from and overcoming systemic
violence will depend on our relationships.
Alternatively, wrapping ourselves in
these individualistic models of mental
health leads us to associate our health
with our worth. If there are a plethora
of strategies which we alone, or with
the help of a professional, can use to
fix our mental health and we’re still
struggling, aren’t we doing something
wrong? Could there be something inherently wrong or incompatible with
us that makes the solutions fail? The
burden to be healthy is too much for
each of us to bear alone.
In reality, people are given happiness, wellbeing and health through
their relationships. There are many
relationships which could make us
well, but the vast majority of people
find the most significant happiness in
their friendships, with their families,
through their children, or perhaps
even through their co-workers if they
enjoy their job. Even putting aside the
social conflicts I discussed earlier, If
you actually want to identify mental
health, for this reason, it will be insufficient to do so on the individual level.
As hard this is to do, particularly in a
violent world, pursuing mental health
will require us to form caring relationships with others, whether these are
romantic, personal or political in nature. We need communities in which
we can contribute and receive support, where the members reciprocally
love each other. We need to form close
friendships and bonds with others. We
need to practice solidarity, by which we
make reciprocal sacrifices with others who are also suffering in order to
challenge and replace violent and oppressive social systems. These kinds of
relationships are the only way we can
expect truly sustainable mental, physical and social health. It’s impossible
alone.
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The Preeminent Winter Occasion:

Jorgensen’s Boston Pops holiday concert

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

As the wintry season comes near
and the time of holidays approaches, such festive music starts to carol
in the air. One preeminent player of
those tunes is the world-renowned
Boston Pops orchestra. Based out
of the capital of Massachusetts, the
Pops are one of the finest and most
highly regarded orchestral groups,
with their songs earning critical acclaim and popularity among instrumental groups.
On Saturday, Dec. 4, the orchestra
will be filling the rows of our very
own Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts with their annual holiday concert.
To preview this exciting event,
The Daily Campus was lucky
enough to speak with the Director of
Jorgensen, Rodney Rock, via email.
“The Boston Pops holiday concert
has become our most popular, annual holiday event at Jorgensen,” Rock
elucidated. “This December marks
the 14th time they have performed
on the Jorgensen stage. With few
exceptions, they have performed at
Jorgensen on the first Saturday of
December and it is simply the best
way to kick off the holiday season in
Connecticut!”
And popular it is, as the concert
is close to selling out on Jorgensen's
website, still more than two weeks
away from the performance.
“For many Jorgensen patrons, the
Pops holiday concert has become an
annual tradition,” Rock explained.
“We also get many UConn students,
particularly seniors going into their
final semester, who grab tickets.
It’s always a fun evening with some
surprises and it just seems to set the

“It’s good old fashioned
fun, and it connects us
to some of the best times
of our lives.”

mood for the upcoming holiday sea- and popular holiday songs.
Even director Rock himself
son.”
Though this is a fun, joyous eve- is full of anticipation awaiting
ning, director Rock also points out this year’s performance from
the Boston-based orthat there is a deeper,
chestra.
more emotional conRODNEY ROCK
“I’m just like all
nection that authose students
diences have
and audience
with these
members
“The Boston Pops
classic
please visit
jorgensen.ucowho
are
tunes.
holiday concert has
nn.edu for more information and ticket
drawn into
“I think
availability.
the memoUConn
become our most popular,
students,
annual holiday event at
like
so
m a n y
Jorgensen.”
other patrons attending the
RODNEY ROCK
Pops concert,
revel in the
joyous sounds of
familiar music,”
Rock described.
“But it also takes
them back to their
childhood and all
those memories
of Christmas past
with their families. In general,
UConn
seniors
seem to get misty
eyed. I think they
realize they are
about to graduate
and go out into
the real world.
It’s a little scary
Keith Lockhart performing on stage with Santa at the 2011 Boston Pops Holiday Concert.
This December marks the 14th time they’ve performed on the Jorgensen stage.
for them, and they
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
start to realize this
sense that their childAdditionally, for UConn students, a
hood is a thing of the past. Sad, but rable music and memories you relimited number of free rush tickets for
live,” Rock said. “It’s good old fashsweet at the same time.”
all Jorgensen events can be acquired by
That nostalgic feeling will be on ioned fun, and it connects us to some
emailing the box office (jorgensen.tickfull display on Dec. 4, as the Keith of the best times of our lives.”
ets@uconn.edu) between 10 a.m. and
For tickets to the Boston Pops
Lockhart-helmed orchestra promis12 p.m. the morning of Dec. 4.
es to play all of your favorite classical holiday concert on Saturday, Dec. 4,
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#BritneyFreed

Britney Spears

freed

from 13-year
conservatorship
by Naiiya Patel

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
naiiya.patel@uconn.edu

On Nov. 12, a Los Angeles Superior Court judge freed Britney Spears
from her conservatorship that originally began with her father, Jaime
Spears. After entering the conservatorship in February 2008, Britney
has spent the last 13 years with her
father in official control over her career, finances and estate.
The California state court defines
Britney’s conservatorship as a court
case in which a judge appoints a
person or organization (the “conservator”) to be responsible for the care
of another adult (the “conservatee”)
who cannot care for themself or
manage their own finances, as determined by the court.
Spears’ conservatorship traces
back to January 2008, when she
was hospitalized twice on a 5150
hold: An adult experiencing a men-

tal health crisis is involuntarily
detained for a 72-hour psychiatric
hospitalization when evaluated to
be a danger to others, to themself or
gravely disabled. Soon after, in February 2008, the court named Jaime
Spears as Britney’s conservator. It
was originally labeled as an emergency conservatorship, but in July
2008, it was extended to the end of
the year. In October 2008, the court
indefinitely extended the conservatorship.
Fans of Britney began the #FreeBritney movement in 2019 after suspecting that she was no longer in
control of her career and medical
decisions. The widespread traction
of the movement led to the public realization that Britney was no longer
in control of anything, and supporters pushed for the conservatorship
to end. According to Billboard, in
September 2020, Britney’s first publicized support for the #FreeBritney movement was documented in

a court filing as “Britney welcomes
and appreciates the informed support of her many fans.”
The case has experienced the
most traction within the past year.
In November 2020, Britney pleaded
for the immediate removal of her
father as her conservator in a court
filing. She also expressed her fear of
performing because of her father.
The release of the New York Times
#FreeBritney documentary, “Framing Britney Spears,” in February
2021 brought attention back to the
movement.
In June 2021, Britney spoke for
the first time in 13 years about her
experience living under a conservator. According to the Rolling Stones,
in her 20-minute remote testimony,
Britney described the “abusive”
conservatorship and how she had
no control of her life and body.
She discussed how she was forced
to perform and how her father
stopped her from having any more

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR.COM

children by requiring her to get an
IUD as birth control. After the hearing, many of the conservators added
to Britney’s case over the years began resigning, such as the Bessemer
Trust.
After finally being able to hire her
own attorney in July 2021, a more
aggressive initiative to end Spears’
conservatorship began. After Britney spoke out against her father and
sister, Jaime Spears — Britney’s sister — was pushed into finally filing
to end her sister’s conservatorship
in September 2021. After the initial
conservator was removed, the court
completely terminated her entire
conservatorship on Nov. 12.
Following the court’s termination
of her conservatorship, Britney expressed gratitude for her fans on
social media. Immediately after the
conservatorship ended, Britney
tweeted, “Good God I love my fans
so much it’s crazy,” adding #BritneyFreed.

Fans of Britney began
the #FreeBritney
movement in 2019 after
suspecting that she was
no longer in control of
her career and medical
decisions.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR.COM

Britney has spent the last
13 years with her father
in official control over
her career, finances and
estate.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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The University of Connecticut
Senior Kick-Off Celebration at
the beginning of November has
adorned the class of 2022 with the
t-shirts and buttons emblematic
of their status on campus. Seventh- and eighth-semester students
could sign up for a time to pick up
their UConn senior shirt and button, sign the senior banner and
vote for the Senior Scoop. Students
could also pick up the 2021-2022
edition of “81 Things to Do Before
You Graduate,” which inspires this
roundtable. The Life section discusses what they personally would
like to do or accomplish during
their time as a Husky, whether it is
on the official list or not.
Hollie Lao, Life Editor
I remember picking up the 20182019 edition of “81 Things to Do Before You Graduate” as a freshman
and actually crossing off a good
amount within my first semester.
From nabbing a pic with Jonathan
on move-in day to waiting in line
for First Night, there were a lot of
things I ended up doing with my
new friends from Buckley 3N that
coincidentally helped me out with
accomplishing the UConn bucket list. After my freshman year, I
didn’t really refer to the list again,
but maybe it’s time to revisit it
now that I’m a senior. Of course, a
pandemic kind of got in the way of
some prime time to work towards
those items, but what’s a bucket
list without a challenge?
Although I haven’t been sticking
to the official list, I do have some
internal bucket list items I would
like to do before I graduate. My
goals of either having my senior
scoop flavor submission or senior
scoop name submission make the
final round may not be guaranteed, but I’m holding out for one of
them. I already have a photo with

UConn bucket list

the women’s basketball team, but
I would like an updated one with
this year’s team — I could even
do a comparison with my photo
from sophomore year. I’ve missed
out on sunrise yoga and sledding
on Horsebarn Hill, so those are
coming up next semester, weather
permitting. Then there are some
nostalgic events I am looking forward to experiencing, such as the
banquets for the respective organizations I am in — The Daily Campus, of course, but also the Undergraduate Student Government and
Nutmeg Publishing. Those will be
even more bittersweet as a senior. So some of the things I
want to accomplish are mundane, but important to my
time as a Husky all the same.

windy it's been getting on campus,
I am getting my hats and gloves
ready for a freezing ride down that
hill. And attending One Ton Sundae, a winter tradition at UConn
during SUBOG’s Winter Weekend,
sounds like a dream come true.
There’s nothing I love more than
eating chilly deserts in the cold.
But eating a TON of free ice cream?
Nothing sounds as good.
Coincidentally, I’ve been only
talking about things I want to do in
the winter. But there’s one special
thing I really wanted to do since
move-in day. It’s actually not that
special and is fairly common to
see: roller skating! Now, I’m
not that good with any type
of wheels — I can

barely even drive. But, there’s this
glorious feeling when you’re gliding along the floor. It’s really the
closest thing to flying. The thought
of whirling around Fairfield Way is
going to haunt me until I actually
check it off my list.
Gino Giansanti, Associate
Life Editor

As a senior, I’ve been putting tremendous pressure on the 2021-22
school year to check off all the final
boxes on my UConn bucket list.
Some of them may be long shots
and a little last minute, but I
plan on finishing my college career the same way
I began

Shanice Rhule, Campus
Correspondent
As a recent regional campus
transfer, there was nothing more
exciting than finally calling the
Storrs campus my home for the
next eight months. By living at
Storrs, I could finally participate
in all the campus activities I always
see online.
With the fall semester almost
over, the winter season is slowly
approaching. Although snow is
only nice at first glance, it doesn’t
mean I’m not eager to join in the
winter events, like sledding on
Horsebarn Hill. It’s been a
while since I went down
a snowy hill, and I'm
waiting for the university's first snow day.
With how

it: by procrastinating as long as
possible and cramming at the last
moment.
As you can see, I share the same
first name as another Husky who I
admit is slightly more famous than
myself (though I consider associate life editor of The Daily Campus
equally as important as head coach
of the UConn women’s basketball
team). After four years of having
my name misspelled at Starbucks
simply because Geno Auriemma
uses an “e” instead of an “i,” I figured it’s high time I meet the
guy and get a picture with him.
Granted he has much more important things to do as basketball season is already upon us,
but Mr. Auriemma, if you’re
reading this, help your nametwin check off this bucket list
box!
And of course there’s one
thing I’d love to cross off my
UConn bucket list, probably more
than everything else on this list
of 81 things combined, and that’s
being a student when the UConn
basketball team wins a national
championship. Men’s team, women’s team, it doesn’t make a difference (or both, that would be really
nice too), I just want to be able to
scream my head off outside of
Gampel Pavilion with the rest
of the student body as we cheer
on our fellow Huskies.
I was in high school during
the legendary Breanna Stewart-era of women’s college basketball, which included the 2014
NCAA Division I basketball
dual championship win. I came
to UConn with the hope that at
least one of my four years in Storrs
would include a national title. Call
me an optimist, but I think this
could be the year, since Storrs is
after all, the basketball capital of
the world.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

Get It Done in 2021: Finding the ideal study spot
by Grace Seymour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.seymour@uconn.edu

Having trouble finding
motivation to study while at
home? As much as it hurts to
leave the coziness of your bed
or couch to venture around
campus, it is a necessary step
in boosting work quality and
productivity. As someone
who finds it difficult to produce valuable work while in
bed or at home, I have used
my college years to seek out
the best spots to study.
Coming in at No. 1 is Starbucks. Although I am a devoted Starbucks barista, this
choice is not a biased one.
Starbucks creates an environment that is perfect for
studying if you do not prefer
complete silence. They shuf-

PHOTO COURTESY OF PXFUEL.COM

fle soft-pop playlists, have
plenty of tables available that
allow for an organized setup
of your study materials and
always give you an excuse to
sip on a coffee while studying. If you wish to branch
out, there are most likely
other cafes in your area with
a similar vibe to Starbucks.
For my fellow Huskies at the
Storrs campus, try out Dog
Lane Café, Fresh Fork Café
or Spring Hill Café as study
spots where you can study
with a coffee and lunch.
The next recommendation
is weather-permitting, but
studying outside while you
can is arguably one of the
best options for clearing your
head. One might think that
being outdoors can cause
distractions, but fresh air is
actually proven to decrease

stress in college students and
boost energy levels. If you go
to school in New England,
take advantage of the tables
or benches set up outside until the cold forces you indoors.
However, I suggest saving the
outdoors for lighter tasks
that do not have harsh deadlines, as this is a more relaxed
and slow-paced environment
to complete work in.
Some students go through
college without knowing that
you can book a private study
room at the library. This opportunity comes in handy
during finals season when
the regular sections of the
library are packed and you
need your own space with
peace and quiet. You can shut
the door, set up your materials without worrying about
taking up space and work

through the time slot you
signed up for. You can study
with friends in these rooms,
but be aware that loud conversations are prohibited in
these areas of the library.
Lastly, your school bookstore. Most colleges have a
Barnes & Noble on campus
that provides tables and
couches for students, making this a great spot to cozy
up in the winter months. If
any readers are shopaholics
like me, be aware of the urge
to impulse buy the newest
sweatshirt on display.
Hopefully with these
places in mind, the idea of
leaving the comfort of your
home to do your work won’t
sound so bad. But if I had to
choose, I’d go with the spot
that has the option of coffee…always.
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Sam Zelin designs the sports section of Wednesday’s newspaper at a computer in The Daily Campus on Nov. 16, 2021.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Crossword
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
ACROSS
1 “Encore!”
6 Small strings
10 Big zero
14 Ballet bend that’s
a homophone for
a cheese dish
15 One chip, maybe
16 Love, in Lima
17 Cook, i.e.?
19 Canceled
20 1953 Alan Ladd
classic
21 Many a dictator’s
quality
23 Pink, i.e.?
25 Actress Ryan of
“Courage Under
Fire”
28 Nickname of
1950s Reds
slugger Ted
29 Meds-approving
agcy.
30 Climbing vine
31 Brian of Roxy
Music
33 Upright
37 Rook, i.e.?
42 Elevator stop
43 Leaves in small
bags
44 Pitcher’s stat
45 Univ. dorm
mentors
47 Enero begins it
49 __ Jones
50 E’er, i.e.?
56 City north of
Des Moines
57 Must-haves
60 Stare openmouthed
61 Sort, i.e.?
64 Inner: Prefix
65 USAF noncom
66 Lombardy’s land
67 Smartphone call
record, say
68 Citi Field
predecessor
69 Pluralizers
DOWN
1 Edwards, in
Calif.
2 Dress like, for the
costume party

11/17/21

By Paul Coulter

3 Egyptian cross
4 Utopian
5 Annoying sort
6 Old Mideast
alliance: Abbr.
7 Show respect, in
a way
8 Eiffel Tower level
9 Detonate
10 Part of the “Hey
Jude” refrain
11 “You’re __
friends”
12 Range rover?
13 Loud, as a
crowd
18 Big name in
43-Across
22 Pain relief brand
marketed to
women
24 Ditty
25 Annoy
26 Like villains
27 Greek lamb
sandwich
32 Breakfast cereal
grain
34 Checked out
35 Lyre-playing
emperor

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

CARTOON BY ANNA IORFINO, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

36 Sketch
38 Touchy subject
39 Singing sister of
Toni Braxton
40 Authentic
41 Pressed Italian
sandwich
46 Young hogs
48 Single-piece
outfit for a baby
50 Breakfast item
51 Muscat native

11/17/21

52 Older efts
53 “If only”
54 Coffeehouse
order
55 Exploits
58 Sábado y
domingo, por
ejemplo
59 Exclusive
62 L.A. commuter
org.
63 Albany is its cap.
COMIC BY VAN NGUYEN, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Jon’s Take: Thoughts after another disappointing Jets loss
by Jonathan Synott
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Why is getting blown out a normal occurrence?
For the third time in four games,
the New York Jets have allowed (at
minimum) an astonishing 45 points
per game for the first time since the
1966 New York Giants. Over the last
four games, they are averaging an
allowance of 472 yards of offense
and 43.75 points per contest. In over
50% of their matchups, the team
has lost by 15 or more points. Yikes.
The secondary hit an embarrassing mark this week, getting their
first interception all year, the only
other pick falling in the hands of
defensive lineman Shaq Lawson.
For reference, there are 17 defensive
backs that have at least three interceptions this year just by themselves.
I could go on for another 500
words just laying out horrible Jets
facts, but the only one that matters
is that this defense has been absolutely putrid. Despite a few outlier
positive performances, this team is
on track to be the worst defense in
franchise history. Keep in mind that
this is an organization that has seen
more than its fair share of bad defenses.
And look, the offense deserves
some blame too. Quarterback Mike
White, the King of New York, fell
from his throne on Sunday, throwing four picks in the loss. Those
turnovers, coupled with a Corey
Davis fumble, really stunted what
could have been a decent offensive
performance against a tough Bills
defense. The offense generated
over 350 scrimmage yards over the
entire contest, the third most by
Gang Green this year. Without two
or three of those cough-ups and a
competent defense, this could’ve
been a completely different game.
I’m not saying the Jets should’ve
won the game, but it could have
been a lot closer. Easier said than

done, I suppose.
You know why Jets fans (myself included) got so excited about
White and hyped him up so much?
There have been four positive
things that have happened this year
to the Jets organization. The addition of the 2021 draft class (also
known as the holiday season for
Gang Green), the hiring of head
coach Robert Saleh, the win against
the Titans in Week 4 and White’s
breakout win against the Bengals
in Week 8.
The rookie class has been highlighted by No. 2 overall pick Zach
Wilson, who has underwhelmed
at best. The potential is obviously
still there, but Jets fans have been
feeling some Sam Darnold PTSD.
The last thing the fans want is another rebuild, with another rookie
quarterback, another four years
down the line. Saleh’s “all gas, no
brake” motto isn’t evident within
the organization, seeing as they get
beat down week after week. The
win against the Titans was instantly followed by a brutal loss to the
Falcons that could have easily been
won, as well as an embarrassing 5413 loss to the Patriots. The Bengals
win was followed by White getting
injured on the first drive in the next
game and a horrible four interception performance this past week.
Going back to my rhetorical
question, any glimmer of hope this
organization gets the fans cling to
for dear life, feeding on table scraps
while starving for more. They know
that anything positive they get one
week might not be there the next, so
you have to enjoy it while you can.
The highlight of the season will
likely be that one anomaly game by
White when it’s all said and done.
It was fun while it lasted.
Now okay, there are a couple
positives to walk away from, albeit
not as exciting as the big four that
I highlighted. For one, New York
has the second-easiest strength of
schedule the rest of the way, based
on opponent win percentages. This

could pave the way for an Adam
Gase-like run, a nod to the former
coach’s 6-2 dominance over weak
teams to end his first year with the
Jets.
Another thing to note is the
quarterback situation pretty much
sorted itself out. Although Saleh
remained noncommittal after the
game on Sunday and said a decision would be made Wednesday,
it’s pretty clear White will not be
the signal-caller for much longer,
if at all. Wilson will be back in
there against these more mediocre
squads, hopefully giving him a bit
of a confidence boost and assurance that he can excel in this Mike

LaFleur system. It also will be nice
to see the chemistry build between
Wilson and his fellow rookies, receiver Elijah Moore, guard Alijah
Vera-Tucker and back Michael Carter.
Speaking of, those rookies have
been pretty much the only thing
going for the Jets as of late. While
the verdict is not out by any means
on Wilson, it looks like Moore is
primed to be the team’s WR1. Vera-Tucker is playing consistently
solid football in his rookie season,
an early sign he could be blocking
for New York for the next decade
or so. Carter has been explosive
out of the backfield, earning a great

70.6 PFF grade so far. What was
supposed to be a three-way split
of carries this year has become the
Michael Carter, a testament to his
recent successes. While last year’s
draft class looks like a lot of misses
(first rounder Mehki Becton doesn’t
look like he’s returning from injury
anytime soon), general manager Joe
Douglas seems to have found his
own in this draft.
So all right, it’s time to stop the
bleeding. Whatever’s going on with
the defense is not working. Nobody’s expecting this team to win
out, just to improve and develop.
Even with an easy schedule ahead,
is that too much to ask?

Players from the New York Jets enter the field at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium on Oct. 10, 2021. Airmen from
the 48th Fighter Wing participated in honor guard duties and also organized a flyover for the event. The
Jets have allowed 45 points or more in three of the last four of their games. PHOTO COURTESY OF JACOB WOOD VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Oklahoma St’s Gundy, Baylor’s Aranda turning heads in Big 12
(AP) — Oklahoma State coach
Mike Gundy and Baylor coach Dave
Aranda have changed the narrative
about the Big 12 this season.
Most of the chatter at the beginning was about how Oklahoma and
Texas eventually will leave for the
Southeastern Conference. Oklahoma was picked to win the league
and Texas was picked third in the
preseason poll.
Now, most of the conversation
centers around No. 9 Oklahoma
State and No. 11 Baylor -- upstart
programs that are staying put. Gundy and Aranda have been front and
center.
Kansas coach Lance Leipold and
Texas Tech interim coach Sonny Cumbie also had big moments
last weekend. Leipold’s Jayhawks
stunned Texas and Cumbie’s Red
Raiders beat Iowa State on a walkoff 62-yard field goal.
Oklahoma State was picked
fourth and Baylor eighth in the Big

12 before the season, but now both
are in strong position to reach the
Big 12 title game. Oklahoma State,
which still has an outside shot at
reaching the College Football Playoff, is tied with Oklahoma at the top
of the league standings and Baylor
is a game behind.
Gundy’s Cowboys are riding a
relentless defense. Oklahoma State
rolled past TCU 63-17 last Saturday, prompting TCU interim coach
Jerry Kill to say Oklahoma — not
six-time defending Big 12 champion Oklahoma — is the best in the
league.
“Mike (Gundy) and Oklahoma
State’s got a really great football
team, I think that’s very evident,”
Kill said. “They’ve got all the formulas to go a long, long way and
they out-physicaled and out played
us, out coached us. There’s not a
whole lot to say when you get beat
like that and I’ve been in the business a long time.”

Oklahoma State has been known
for its explosive offenses under
Gundy, but the Cowboys rank
third in the nation in total defense
and fifth in rushing defense. They
went 11 quarters without allowing a
touchdown before giving up two in
garbage time against TCU.
Gundy said the players make his
job easier.
“I told them afterwards that it’s
just fun for me to be along for the
ride and be the coach and watch
these guys practice during the week
— their focus, their discipline, their
toughness, their willingness to exert themselves during the week and
just play hard,” he said.
Baylor beat Oklahoma 27-14 to
snap the Sooners’ nation-leading
17-game win streak. Aranda got
attention for having his team kick
a late field goal for tiebreaker purposes. The Baylor student section
had already stormed the field with
three seconds remaining, and it

had to be cleared for the Bears to
kick what could be a valuable 32yard field goal by Isaiah Hankins.
Aranda said because his Bears lost
at Oklahoma State by 10 points,
beating Oklahoma by 13 instead of
10 would be meaningful in case of a
three-way tie.
Oklahoma coach Lincoln Riley
was upset about the decision, and
Aranda talked to him about it later.
“He reached out, but any conversations I’d have with another coach,
I would keep between us,” Riley
said Tuesday.
Despite the loss, Riley is still a
hot commodity in the coaching
ranks. Rumors are running rampant that he might be interested
in heading to LSU. He shot those
down.
“It’s pretty easy,” he said. “I coach
the University of Oklahoma football team. You guys know how I
feel about this place and this program. We’ve all been down this

road many times before. You guys
know where I stand on that and
that hasn’t changed.”
Jonathan Garibay’s 62-yards
field goal lifted Texas Tech to a 4138 victory over Iowa State. It was
the longest field goal in school history by five yards. The Red Raiders earned bowl eligibility for the
first time since 2017. Though Joey
McGuire has been hired to eventually take over as head coach,
Cumbie left a mark with his first
win.
Leipold had a breakthrough victory when his Jayhawks beat Texas
57-56 in overtime Saturday. The Jayhawks went for two after scoring a
touchdown in the extra period and
converted for the win to end their
eight game losing streak this season
and a 56-game skid in Big 12 road
games dating to 2008.
“I’m so proud of our guys,”
Leipold said. “They have been
through so much.”

Baylor head coach Dave Aranda looks up at the scoreboard during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma in Waco, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021.
PHOTO BY RAY CARLIN/AP
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Photo of the Day | Huskies lose a close one

The Huskies lose a close game to Boston College 1-2 in the XL Center on Friday evening, Nov. 12. UConn took many shots, but just could not find the back of the net even in the final few
seconds of the third period. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Point/Counterpoint:
SHOULD THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BE CHANGED TO A DOUBLE-ELIMINATION FORMAT?
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR,
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

and Sam Zelin

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

As free agency begins and all
eyes in the League of Legends
world turn to spring, questions
still linger from the World Championship that ended just over a
week ago. Chief among them, as it
is every year, is a discussion about
the format of the championship—
specifically the playoff section.
For as long as Worlds has existed, this has always been a debate:
Is the current single-elimination
bracket, where if a team loses in
the top eight they are eliminated,
the best method to find the best
team? Or would a double elimination format where teams would get
a second chance be better?
Ashton: I personally prefer a single-elimination format. I think the

current format, the historical format, has really come to epitomize
what makes the World Championship what it is and changing it now
to something more resembling
Dota2’s The International feels like
a concession to fans frustrated because their team lost a bad series.
Beyond that, the single-elimination format allows for more drama; all it takes is one bad series,
three failed games, for a favorite to
go home as we’ve seen throughout
Worlds history.
Sam: When it comes down to
how the World Championship
should be formatted, a major factor in how this is decided should
be how the competing regions decide to send their representatives.
At this point headed into the 2022
season, all of the major regions,
with the exception of Korea (and I
strongly hope that the LCK decides
to reform their format as well),
hold some form of double-elimina-

tion playoff before sending teams
to Worlds. This could honestly
be enough of a reason to switch
Worlds to a double-elimination
format, as consistency in a competitive environment is key to bolstering the integrity of the event.
However, it must be acknowledged
that Worlds is also an entertainment product, but even on that
front, double-elimination would
not harm the narrative quality of
the event. While sure, the same
narratives might not prevail, other
interesting ones would rise to replace them. Imagine, for example,
if RNG had been given a second
chance at the knockout bracket in
2018, or if SKT and ROX’s legendary semi-final in 2016 could have
had an encore in a grand final?
Ashton: While the SKT vs ROX
semi-final was incredibly legendary, it still remains legendary
today without an encore in the
Grand Final. What if ROX came

back, played SKT in the final and
got brutally 0-3’d? Then, the iconic
semi-final which has been widely
considered one of the best league
series ever, would be tainted because of double-elimination.
Single-elimination also allows
for more upsets, which are generally more exciting than seeing a
team who came in as the favorite,
get a second chance. G2’s upset of
RNG in 2018 would’ve been far less
dramatic if the story ended in it not
mattering because RNG came back
to win. The opposite did happen in
the LEC last year, when G2 getting
knocked out by MAD Lions didn’t
end up mattering because G2 ended up coming back.
Sam: While I do agree that the
drama of single-elimination upsets
is top notch, it’s important to look
at the tournament holistically. G2’s
upset over RNG was an incredibly
entertaining series to watch, and
the rest of 2018’s quarterfinals was

filled with excitement, but that’s
where the hype ended. Semi-finals
of that year featured Invictus Gaming 3-0 sweeping G2 and Fnatic
giving Cloud9 the same treatment.
This all culminated in IG sweeping
Fnatic as well. The symptom of tournament defining points of excitement surrounded by a sea of dull,
unbalanced matchups, is chronic in
a single-elimination format. While
2021’s Worlds was unprecedented
in that both semi-final series and the
final went the full five games, this
was only made possible because the
quarterfinals resulted in three out
of the four series ending in sweeps.
In short, there’s no way to mitigate
severe power imbalances for the
entirety of the knockout stage unless a double-elimination format is
used. This way, while sweeps will
always inevitably occur, they will be
more evenly distributed with exciting series, and there will be a larger
amount of memorable moments in
total.

Members of Korean League of Legends teams SK Telecom T1 and the ROX Tigers embrace after SKT defeated ROX in the 2016 World Championship semifinal. This match is considered
one of the most legendary series in LoL history, happening at a time when SKT’s Faker and ROX’s Smeb were jockeying for the title of best player in the world. PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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Nahom Reflective: Preparing to bid goodbye to
UConn cross country following illustrious career
by Demi Alexander-Nicholas
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.r.martin@uconn.edu

If there was ever someone who
was born to run, it’s Mia Nahom.
But for her, running cross country
was not always on her bingo card.
In fact, her first experiences as an
athlete came through being a soccer player, and it was her seeming
inability to get fatigued that was the
precursor to her ditching cleats for
spikes. A natural ability inherited from both parents, the Milford,
Connecticut native has gone on to
become one of the UConn cross
country program’s most prolific
and decorated athletes. But while
her prowess competing for UConn
over the years came as no surprise
to most, including program director Greg Roy, the writing was on the
wall long before she realized, since
both of her parents were four-year
letter-winners on Colorado University’s cross country teams.
“In her freshman year I watched
her compete, and she was one of the
best competitors I had ever seen;
very talented and tough as nails,”
Roy said. “She’s clearly one of the
top competitors to be part of the
program and she has the talent to
go with it.”
Throughout her career, Nahom
has managed to be the program’s
front-runner, securing multiple
conference and region honors, with
her peak performance coming after
earning an individual qualification
to the NCAA Championship in
2019.
“Being an individual qualifier for
nationals in 2019 was really special,
and as a team, last year’s runner-up
finish was pretty meaningful as
well, although very tough, because
everyone stepped up in different
ways and ran really well,” Nahom
said.
Following a recently concluded
season that saw an anticlimactic

ending, Nahom reflected on the
things that felt missing from her illustrious career.
“When we won the conference
championship in 2017/18, that remains one of my [favorite] collegiate moments. Every year we work
really hard with that goal in mind,
but sometimes we fall short, and in
a program like this, there are highs
and lows; but repeating that season
would have been the icing on the
cake,” she said.
A food science enthusiast and
natural leader, Nahom often found
herself in positions of leadership,
not just on the cross country turf,
but also within the program. But,
this default positioning came
through a hard transition when
both the men’s and women’s programs merged, and her then-seniors had fulfilled their years of
eligibility.
“I think in my freshman and
sophomore years, I had great people leading above me and my junior
year, the programs merged, people
graduated and there was a lot missing; so my class and the class above
me started filling those roles, since
it seemed the team was missing
that,” she said.
Over time, her leadership manifested in every aspect of her relationship with the program and
fellow teammates, even in training.
For Coach Roy, a visual imprint of
Nahom’s performance at the conference-winning championships in
her freshman year is evoked regularly whenever he watches her.
“I believe leaders are born just as
much as they’re made, and a visual
manifestation of Mia’s leadership
came to me not so long ago. I was
around campus and a bunch of the
women from the program were going out for a run, and Mia was right
there at the front,” Roy said.
Spending more time being present is one way Nahom has been
dealing with the reality of her even-

tual departure from UConn. As she
prepares for her final indoor season, the economics and evolutionary biology major blocks out the
occasional reminders that her time
at UConn is coming to an end.
“It dawns on me like at least once
a week, where I’m like I’m going
to miss this, even the little things
— some of which I complain about
now too, but I try to enjoy every
moment and not to think too far
ahead,” she said.
For others, Nahom’s swan song
year has been marked by wishes for
a longer period as her teammates.
“I regret having only one year with
her,” teammate Chloe Thomas said.
“Mia is an incredible athlete and
friend, and it is such a privilege
to train alongside her. She’s the
speediest and most humble person
I know, who contributes so much
positivity and motivation to our
team dynamic,” she said.
As for Coach Roy, Nahom’s departure is a reminder of how his
program facilitates the emergence
of leaders.
“Anytime you lose an athlete of
that caliber you don’t replace them;
you don’t get another person like
that necessarily,” he said. “The
program evolves and someone else
steps to the forefront; how they lead
the team and how good they are
may or may not compare to what
Mia was and did, but our program
is big on developing athletes at that
level,” he said.
Life after UConn for Nahom is a
far cry from what most would like
to imagine, the outgoing captain
is about to complete a combined
Bachelor of Science and Master of
Science, with the latter being biodiversity and conservation biology.
An advocate for climate change,
Nahom hopes her studies will land
her a career in bioinformatics and
microbiology.
“It’s hard to think about not being in the running world whenever

I look at jobs I’m excited about,”
she said. “I don’t see myself coaching because I’ve seen just how hard
of a job it is, but I’ve always liked
ecology and plant science in high
school and when I got to UConn, I
got more interested in food systems
and food wasting since they’re a big
part of climate change. So [I hope to
end up] somewhere in the biotech
or agro-ecology realm,” she said.

With multiple school records under her belt, Nahom is confident in
a smooth succession by some of her
current and returning teammates,
who have been led by her example.
“With Coach Lindsay’s program,
we always see people improve and
step to the forefront, so I’m not
too worried about that; if anything
we’re going to be better in the coming seasons,” she said.

UConn women’s cross country captain Mia Nahom has had a prolific
career in her time in the program, including earning an individual
qualification to the 2019 NCAA Championship.
PHOTO COURTESY OF @UCONNTFXC ON INSTAGRAM

UConn baseball scores grand slam with class of 2022 signees
by Taylor Coonan
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu

As if the University of Connecticut baseball team hasn’t already
had a successful fall season, the
team had another major win last
Wednesday. This was National
Signing Day, where high school
student-athletes commit to a college career by signing their National Letter of Intent and a select few
become Huskies.
UConn is a national brand and
baseball is no exception to the
excellence that UConn Athletics
breeds year after year in Storrs.
Especially with how many UConn
players, from baseball and other
sports, enter professional athletic
careers, the expectations for teams
with established success keep rising, and so do the standards for
recruits.
Here’s the first look at the new
players you’ll see in pinstripes next
fall:
Jude Abbadessa
Abbadessa got his first taste of
fame when he won the 2016 Lit-

tle League World Series at the age
of 12 on the Maine-Endwell team
from New York. It was love at first
sight for Abbadessa, who wanted
nothing more than to play college
baseball and knew immediately
that’s where he would play. As a
right-handed pitcher, he throws a
fastball at 91 mph and had his most
recent no-hitter this past August.
In that same game, he had 11 strikeouts while he was pitching for the
East Coast Lumberjacks. He can
also play as a middle infielder,
which makes sense because of his
ball speed and pitcher’s mentality. Abbadessa’s positive energy
and skills have some good things
in “Storrs” for the Huskies and he
should bring lots of charisma to
the team.
Niko Brini
Brini is Massachusetts’ fifthranked prospect, hailing from
Boston College High School in
Plymouth. Less than two weeks
ago, he had a clutch performance
in the outfield to lead his team,
North East Baseball National 18U,
to victory in the Perfect Game
New England Fall World Series.

The lefty was previously chosen to
play in A Shot for Life Home Run
Derby, which benefits the Dr. Curry Research Laboratory at Massachusetts General Hospital. He hits
well, and does so in a way to create
constant RBI chances for the rest
of the lineup. Whether he’s running to catch a ball or after he’s just
hit one, Brini is fast and his speed
both in front of the plate and beyond it will quickly become a valuable asset to UConn baseball.
Sam Clark
A pitcher and an outfielder,
Clark has an incredibly strong
right arm. The Scarborough native
will come down to Connecticut
from Maine with a maximum barrel speed of 72.395 mph, which is in
the top 95.43 percentile of his class,
since the class average is at 63.19
mph. Clark was the star pitcher
for Cheverus High School, and he
played for the Maine Lightning.
Back in May, he actually faced
UConn freshman pitcher Brady
Afthim, a former Lightning player
from Windham, ME. In that game,
Clark had 12 strikeouts and only
allowed a hit to Afthim, and Clark

had some hits batting against Afthim. It’ll be really interesting to
see these two continue playing together, especially with them both
as right-handed pitchers, and it’s
evident that they will represent
Maine well in Storrs.
Maddix Dalena
A true utility player, Dalena
has experience as a first baseman, third baseman, right-handed
pitcher and a catcher. He currently doesn’t have a Perfect Game
grade, but does throw an 87 mph
fastball, putting him in the upper
84.57 percentile of the incoming
class. No matter what position
he’s in, he can throw; very far and
very well. Dalena seems to embody
the spirit of a “jack of all trades,
master of none; still better than a
master of one” in a baseball player
which is incredibly valuable, coming onto a baseball team as stacked
as UConn’s is prior to his arrival.
He comes to Storrs from Cogan
Station, Pa. and plays on the Montoursville Area High School team,
as well as for Baseball U. Also for
Montoursville, Dalena was a quarterback where he threw an 89 yard
touchdown pass. Excelling as a
multi-sport athlete in different positions cannot scream “utility” any
louder, and UConn isn’t ready for
how incredible Dalena’s arm is and
will continue to be.
Ryan Daniels

The UConn Huskies baseball team takes on the University of Rhode Island Rams at a 1 p.m. game on Saturday Oct. 16 at Elliot Ballpark in Storrs. The Huskies beat the Rams 5-2. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE
DAILY CAMPUS

When Daniels was 13, he originally committed to Stetson University but since then has gotten cold
feet — quite literally, Storrs is a lot
colder than DeLand — and will
stay local for college. The Meriden
native is hot after leading St. Paul
Catholic High School to the Class
S State Championship after an
18-1 record. He also boasts one of
the top Perfect Game grades in his
class at a 9. A star shortstop and
overall utility infielder, Daniels
can hit way out into the outfield
and tallied 15 home runs this past
spring before spending the summer in the Area Code Games as
well as the Summer Rivalry Clas-

sic. With a time of 6.90-seconds for
the 60-yard dash, Daniels is at the
top 90.45 percentile and looks to be
a full package for UConn.
Gavin Greger
Greger is a left-handed pitcher and an outfielder from Bristol,
Conn. currently at Avon Old Farms
High School. He has a very solid
arm, and will likely be an outfielder at UConn because of his experience as a quarterback and a center
back for Avon Old Farms football.
His fastball speed is 85 mph, while
his outfield velocity is 86 mph,
which emphasizes this likelihood
further. Playing on The Clubhouse
CT, the top travel baseball organization in Connecticut and the second best in New England, Greger
knows how to throw with a lot of
power no matter where he is on the
field. He also bats left-handed and
hit more than his fair share of runs
this summer while playing for The
Clubhouse, and there’s no doubt
he’ll do the same for the Huskies.
J.J. Hood
Hood is primarily a right-handed pitcher, but also serves as a first
and a second baseman. As an infield utility player, he’ll be valuable
in whatever position he plays, but
likely will be pitching with his 90mph fastball. Hood is from West
Pittston, Pa. and pitches for Wyoming Area Secondary Center. He
still has a whole senior season to
play, and looks to ride the success
of last season into 2022. Hood was
named as the Times Leader Player of the Year after leading Wyoming Area to the first-ever district title and state championship
appearance. Out of the 79 innings
he pitched, he had 118 strikeouts
and finished the season with a
2.04 ERA. Although he’s more of
a fielder than a hitter, he did score
six doubles and three home runs.
Whether UConn will field Hood,
have him hitting or a mixture of
both, the Huskies can’t go wrong.

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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Men’s Basketball: No. 23 Huskies take on LIU Sharks
by Jonathan Synott
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

After jumping out to a 2-0 start behind two dominating home wins, the
UConn men’s basketball team is back
at Gampel Pavilion on Wednesday,
where they are slated to take on the
LIU Sharks.
The No. 23 Huskies have enjoyed
the benefit of playing weaker teams
this year, beating both CCSU and
Coppin State, two squads that rank
in the bottom 10 in the nation, according to the Kenpom rankings.
LIU fares a little better on that list,
clocking in at 274 out of 358 qualified
teams.
Connecticut got a recent boost in
Monday’s AP Top 25 Poll, jumping
up from No. 24 to No. 23 in the nation after two very convincing wins
last week. The Kenpom ratings have
them even higher, putting them 21st
in the league based on adjusted efficiency margin. The Huskies beat
CCSU by a whopping 51 points in
their season opener, while blowing
out Coppin State by 35 on Saturday.
They look to continue their warpath
on Wednesday. When asked about
how the team stays focused despite
Top 25 hype surrounding the team,
guard RJ Cole had some wise words.
“[We’re] just making sure that
we never get complacent. Honestly,
there’s no need for us to get complacent, we’re No. 23 in the country.
There’s more room for improvement,
and we don’t wanna be No. 23, we
wanna be top 15 [or] top 10,” Cole
said. “We like to be the hunters, not
the hunted.”
UConn has been led so far by
sophomore big Adama Sanogo,
scoring 20 points in each of his two
appearances on a combined 19-for-

24 shooting. While benefiting from
some easier matchups than he’ll
see in conference play or even the
upcoming Battle 4 Atlantis tournament, the 2021 Big East All-Tournament Team member looks to solidify
himself as a top post scorer in the
nation. As of late, it’s been nothing
but smooth sailing for the Big East
Honor Roll member.
“Honestly, most of our mentality
is when in doubt, just give Adama
[Sanogo] the ball,” Tyrese Martin
said on Saturday with a laugh. “He’s
scoring at a high clip, so we’re gon-

na keep giving [the ball] to him and
we hope he keeps scoring the way
he does. When they start doubling
him, he’s [finding] a kick out pass
for a three.”
Besides Sanogo, the Huskies seem
to have a plethora of scoring options
this year, as four other players are
averaging at least 10 points per game
over the two contests. Head coach
Dan Hurley refers to the players that
aren’t freshmen or walk-ons as his
“eight starters” for good reason, as
they all can bring a big impact to the
court on any given night.

For instance, in the last game it was
Andre Jackson and Tyler Polley who
had off nights, and Jalen Gaffney and
Akok Akok more than picked up the
slack.
Akok was everywhere on both
ends of the court, and Gaffney was on
pace for a triple-double at the half, but
was stunted by limited minutes due
to Hurley trying to rotate everyone in.
Polley is the reigning Big East Sixth
Man of the Year while Jackson has
breakout potential, so it could very
easily be these guys having noteworthy performances on Wednesday.

The Huskies beat Coppin State 89-54 in the XL Center on Nov. 13, 2021. UConn led most of the game and plays
their next game on Nov. 17. They face the LIU Sharks today at 6:30 p.m. in Gampel Pavilion.
PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO AND VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The three freshmen that have seen
time so far are Samson Johnson, Rahsool Diggins and Richie Springs, with
Jordan Hawkins sitting out with an
injury, but could possibly return on
Wednesday. The trio have seen limited minutes as they acclimate to the
college game, but have been working
hard to make an impact on the court.
Hurley noted that he’s trying to prepare his “eight starters” to be ready
for around 30 minutes of game action instead of 23 or so they’ve been
getting in these blowouts, so don’t expect too many more minutes a game
for these guys (who are averaging
from five to eight mpg currently) for
the time being, especially if Hawkins
returns.
LIU has struggled so far this season, getting obliterated by a very
good San Francisco squad, as well as
an average Fresno State team. Both of
those road losses came by more than
20 points. The Sharks are projected
to finish fourth in an inconsistent
Northeast Conference, and hope to
improve upon their 9-9 finish last
year.
LIU is led by redshirt senior Eral
Penn and graduate student Ty Flowers, who are averaging 16.5 and 17.5
points per game, respectively. Penn
received Preseason All-NEC First
Team honors, while Flowers was
nominated to the second team. Flowers, a 6-foot-9 forward, has started
the season hot, earning a spot on the
NEC Prime Performers list this past
week. Against Fresno State, he had
a game-high 26 points thanks to a
career-high six three-pointers made.
Be sure to watch out for this tandem
on Wednesday, as they are the focal
point of this Sharks offense.
Tip-off is set for 6:30 p.m. at Harry
A. Gampel Pavilion on Wednesday,
with the game broadcast on FS2.

Evan’s Take: Jalen Gaffney deserves more of the spotlight
by Evan Rodriguez
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UConn men’s basketball’s Jalen Gaffney in the Huskies’ 89-54 victory over Coppin State on Nov. 13, 2021.
Staff writer Evan Rodriguez believes Gaffney deserves more recognition, citing multiple double-digit scoring games and an impressive performance against Seton Hall in his sophomore year.
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shows up in headlines or one of the
first players that fans or commentators talk about when discussing
UConn basketball. Gaffney is that
spark that comes off the bench, instantly ready to contribute and get
his teammates involved.
Gaffney’s primary strength to me
is his brilliant ability to get everybody involved. The guard had eight
assists on Saturday. Rather than
primarily focusing on scoring the
ball from his great three-point shot,
Gaffney effectively distributed the
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ball across the court and left much
of the scoring to starters like big
man Adama Sanogo, Tyrese Martin
and starting point guard RJ Cole.
With his teammates involved
and his humble play shining on
the court, coaches appreciate what
Gaffney can bring to the team. Assistant coach Kimani Young has
seen clear improvements with the
guard as he entered this year. “He’s
just been aggressive. That’s the
buzzword we’ve been using with
him from the coaching staff. Be a
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ter, the then-sophomore showed
flashes of what he could provide.
With multiple double-digit scoring
games, highlighted by a 20-point
performance against Seton Hall,
the guard made his important spot
on the team evident.
I feel that it’s important to discuss his current role on the team.
This role sets Gaffney apart from
everyone on the team and makes
him one of my favorite players to
watch as I cover UConn men’s basketball. He’s not the superstar that
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Last week, after the University of
Connecticut’s 89-54 win over Coppin State, I put out a tweet. That
tweet read the following words:
“Jalen Gaffney needs more love after this game. I can’t stress how important he is to this team.”
When Gaffney sat down with
the press to answer questions after his incredible performance in
the blowout, the guard remained
humble and showed his value to
this team. Whether that’s coming
off the bench or playing with fellow
teammate Akok Akok against the
starting UConn lineup in practice,
he enjoys getting better and embracing his role with this team.
“It’s definitely my role right now
to bring energy off the bench, be
somebody that attacks, gets people
open for shots and just play freely,
just play my game. There’s a lot of
emphasis on that, and I appreciate
that,” said Gaffney.
After sitting down and pondering my tweet, I had to think why
the junior wasn’t receiving his due
credit. Gaffney is just as valuable to
this team as anyone who wears the
Husky colors this season. Even if
someone discredits his impressive
performance against Coppin State,
he has still shown an immense
amount of the talent he consistently
brings to this Huskies lineup.
Last season, as Gaffney received
fewer touches with current NBA
rookie James Bouknight on the ros-

playmaker. Be an attacker. I think
the maturity of having two years
of experience developing physically. He’s a stronger player. We love
what we’re seeing from him,” said
Young.
The win on Saturday was the perfect example of everything Gaffney
could bring to the court. Just like
Young said, the guard was aggressive. He can attack the defense with
a killer three-point shot, he can find
open teammates with a quick pass
or he can grab easy steals with his
great defensive awareness. He’s
not only comfortable with this role,
but he also flourishes in it, and you
couldn’t be any happier watching it
unfold on the court.
As the Huskies take on tougher competition, such as Villanova
and Auburn, I’m highly intrigued
to see how Gaffney will respond to
this challenge. While he had fewer touches in his first two seasons
in Storrs, especially at the guard
position, Gaffney has gotten more
touches in his first two games, and
he’s excelling. 10.5 points and 5.5 assists is undoubtedly a great point at
the start of a long season.
With the Huskies set to take on
Long Island University on Wednesday at Gampel Pavillion, Gaffney
will have to do precisely what he
has done this year. He’s ready to
show off every asset of his game
and help out his team. It’s time to
recognize the guard for his contributions and what he will bring to
the table in future contests. It’s time
to acknowledge what UConn has
with Gaffney, a spectacular talent.
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