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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 5:44 p.m. on Dec. 2

*positive test results

5

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

55

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

54

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

78

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

New massage center to open in Mansfield Center
by Aiza Shaikh

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu

On Sunday, Dec. 19, a massage center specializing in oncology, sports, orthopedic and
lymphatic massage will open in
Mansfield Center. Ledgebrook
Massage Center is owned by
Aaron Shea and managed by
Nicole Luckey.
Though this is Shea and
Luckey’s first time starting
a business of their own, the
two currently work at both
Glastonbury Massage Center
and Damato Chiropractic Center in Glastonbury. Luckey also
works as a massage therapist
at Windham Hospital in Willimantic.

“80% of the people we
see, it’s students or
people that work at
desks ... It’s this very
common pattern that
we see and it’s the same
massage we’ve given
to almost everybody,
especially during
exams. So I think it’s
definitely beneficial for
students.”
NICOLE LUCKEY

In 2018, Shea began working
as a licensed massage therapist
for UConn Athletics.
“He did that for a few years
and got a really good foundation in sports massage, so
that’s his niche,” said Luckey
in regard to Shea’s work, via
phone.
According to Luckey, Shea’s
connection to UConn Athletics
was one of the reasons the two
chose Mansfield as the massage center’s location.
“He really enjoyed [working
for UConn Athletics],” Luckey
said on behalf of Shea. “We’re
hoping to get athletes down
there because we know that
UConn Athletics is hurting for
a therapist right now.”
Luckey anticipates that lymphatic drainage and orthopedic
massages will be the most popular among UConn students.
“80% of the people we see, it’s
students or people that work at
desks,” Luckey said. “It’s this
very common pattern that we
see and it’s the same massage
we’ve given to almost everybody, especially during exams.
So I think it’s definitely beneficial for students.”
In terms of booking appointments,
Luckey
encourages
potential clients to schedule
ahead of time.
“We’re expecting it’s going
to take a while to fill up, but
at Glastonbury [Massage Cen-

stead at (860) 341-5910 so she
can get to know new clients
and discuss any required paperwork with them.
“We really like to keep it simple,” Luckey said. “I know it
sounds cliche and like we’re
supposed to say it, but we’re
really, really excited to give
back to the community. That’s
what this whole thing is about.
And we’re excited to do it in

the place that we have roots
in … We want to be part of the
community and network with
people.”
Ledgebrook Massage Center
is also offering a 15% discount
for the first session to anyone
who books an appointment
online or via phone before the
center’s grand opening on Dec.
19.

Aaron Shea, co-owner of
Mansfield Center’s new
massage spa, used to work
for the university’s athletics
program.

Pictured is Shea and Luckey’s
waiting room of their new
business, opening this month.
Newcomers are asked to call
to book their first appointment.

Nicole Luckey, the other
co-owner of Ledgebrook
Massage Center, met and
worked with Shea at Glastonbury Message Center.
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ter], we’re both booked out two
months ahead of time,” Luckey
said. “So, please call ahead of
time so that we can get everyone in that wants to get in, because we’re going to be dividing up our hours.”
According to Luckey, appointments can be made via
Ledgebrook Massage Center’s
website, but she recommends
calling the office directly in-

UConn researchers work
to alleviate diabetes by
eliminating dysfunctional cells
by Thomas Alvarez
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
thomas.alvarez@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut Center on Aging is located on the UConn Health campus, based in Farmington, Conn. Dr. Ming Xu, an assistant professor, along with two postdoctoral students are currently
researching fat cells that are linked to Type 2 Diabetes.
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Ming Xu, assistant professor at the
University of Connecticut Center on
Aging, has worked with Lichao Wang
and Binsheng Wang, postdoctoral
students in his lab, on research which
may help eliminate fat cells linked to
metabolic diseases like type 2 diabetes.
In an email interview about their
research performed on obese mice,
Xu said, “We found a small population of cells in the fat could cause type
2 diabetes related metabolic dysfunction. Eliminating these cells by a drug
cocktail could make fat tissues from
obese individuals healthy.”
Xu said the primary motivation
of the research was the prevalence
of type 2 diabetes. According to the
CDC, 34 million Americans have
been diagnosed with diabetes, and
anywhere from 90% to 95% of them
have type 2 diabetes.
“The major motivation of our research comes from the fact that a large
population of people suffer from type
2 diabetes. We really want to find new
treatments to help these people,” Xu
said. “I have been interested in metab-

The Daily Campus

olism research since I was a graduate
student in University of Kansas Medical center in 2006.”
According to Xu, the research performed by him and his postdoctoral
students differs from previous research. “Our study focus on a previously unexplored cell population, and
demonstrates that this cell population
plays a very important role in diabetes
pathology,” Xu said. “Our ongoing research is also investigating the role of
these cells in various diseases.”
Looking to the future, Xu has both
short and long term goals.
“Short term goal is to further examine the role of these cells in different
diseases such as frailty, Alzheimer’s
disease, flu infection, chronic wound,
joint degeneration and others,” Xu
said. “Long term goal is to translate
these findings to human by conducting a number of clinical trials.”
Finally, Xu said he wants to stress
these results need more research before human use can be approved.
“Although these preclinical results
are very promising, large scale clinical
trials are essential before the intervention can be safely used in humans,”
Xu said.

Tweet of the Day
Gavin

WBB PREVIEW | PAGE 12
UConn women set to face Seton
Hall and Notre Dame

@gavinwainio
Every single UConn player needs to
give RJ a Christmas present cause
he is bailing the team out big time
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Omicron coronavirus variant
found in multiple US states
NEW YORK (AP) — The omicron variant of COVID-19, which
had been undetected in the U.S.
before the middle of this week,
had been discovered in at least
five states by the end of Thursday,
showing yet again how mutations
of the virus can circumnavigate the
globe with speed and ease.
Just a day after the first known
U.S. case was found in California,
tests showed the omicron variant
had infected at least five people in
the New York City metropolitan
area, plus a man from Minnesota
who had attended an anime convention in Manhattan in late November.
Officials reported another case in
a Colorado woman who had recently traveled to southern Africa.
The variant was also confirmed
in an unvaccinated Hawaii resident
with no recent travel history, state
health officials said.
Much remains unknown about
the new variant, including whether it is more contagious, as some
health authorities suspect, whether
it can thwart vaccines and whether
it makes people as sick as the original strain.
Health officials in each state
said there was no cause for undue
alarm. But the spread of the cases,
some involving people who hadn’t
been away from home recently,
meant the variant was likely already circulating domestically in
some parts of the U.S.
“We gotta assume there’s a lot
more behind that and that it has
been here for a meaningful amount
of time,” New York City Mayor Bill
de Blasio said at a news conference
with Gov. Kathy Hochul.
The infected New Yorkers included a 67-year-old woman on Long
Island who had recently traveled to
South Africa, residents of Brook-

lyn and Queens and another case
possibly linked to travel. At least
one person had received a dose of a
COVID-19 vaccine but officials did
not have details about the vaccination status of the four other cases.
In Minnesota, health officials
said a man who had not traveled
outside the U.S. began experiencing symptoms the day after attending the Anime NYC 2021 convention in New York City. Minnesota
Health Commissioner Jan Malcolm
said it’s likely the man contracted
COVID-19 at the convention, but
officials did not know for sure.
Officials in New York said they

Chokshi urged people who attended the event to get tested.
“This is not just due to people
who are traveling to southern Africa or to other parts of the world
where omicron has already been
identified,” Chokshi said Thursday.
The Minnesota man began experiencing mild symptoms Nov.
22. He had been vaccinated and
received a booster shot in early
November, according to health officials in his home state. He sought
COVID-19 testing Nov. 24, and his
symptoms have subsided, officials
said.
Nov. 22 was the same day the per-

Patients wait to receive a COVID-19 vaccine booster shot at a mobile vaccination station on 59th Street
below Central Park, Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021, in New York.
PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN MINCHILLO/AP PHOTO

Capitol riot committee
has interviewed 250
people so far
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
House committee investigating
the Capitol insurrection has interviewed about 250 people so far, its
chairman said Thursday, a staggering pace over just five months
as lawmakers work to compile the
most comprehensive account yet of
the violent attack and plan to hold
public hearings next year.
Members and staff have conducted the interviews in private,
and most witnesses have appeared
voluntarily. The committee has
subpoenaed more than 40 people, and lawmakers say that only
two have defied outright their de-

were working to trace attendees
of the convention, which was held
Nov. 19-21 and drew about 50,000
people, according to event organizers. Attendees were required
to wear masks and show proof of
having received at least one dose of
a COVID-19 vaccine.
It was held at the Jacob K. Javits
Convention Center as New York
City prepared to host the annual
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
and braced for throngs of tourists
to return after the U.S. opened up
to vaccinated international travelers.
City Health Commissioner Dave

mands, so far. The investigation
began in late July.
Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss.,
said in an interview that the committee has deposed a wide range of
people, from members of former
President Donald Trump’s administration and White House to election officials in crucial swing states
such as Georgia, Arizona, Michigan and Pennsylvania who were
pressured by the former president
and his allies as he pushed false
claims of election fraud.
Looking ahead to next year, Republican Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming, the vice chairwoman, said
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the committee anticipates it will
hold “multiple weeks of public
hearings, setting out for the American people in vivid color exactly
what happened every minute of
the day on January 6th, here at the
Capitol and at the White House,
and what led to that violent attack.”
Lawmakers are moving to finish
before the 2022 elections, viewing
their work as a crucial corrective
to the growing tendency among
Republicans and others to play
down the siege by Trump’s supporters. The violent mob echoed
Trump’s false claims that he won
the election, beating police as they
broke in and sending lawmakers
running for their lives when they
interrupted the certification of Joe
Biden’s victory.
The seven Democrats and two
Republicans on the committee argue that no less than democracy
is at stake as Trump considers a

second run for office and as many
Americans still believe his false
claims of widespread fraud in the
election, even though they have
been rejected by courts and election officials across the country.
“History is watching,” Cheney
told her fellow lawmakers at a
hearing Tuesday as she discussed
the committee’s plans.
California Rep. Adam Schiff,
another member of the panel, said
that “exposing all the malefactors
and bloodshed that went on here
is really important,” especially as
some people still believe Trump’s
baseless claims.
The hearings, Schiff said, will
“tell the whole story of security at
the Capitol, the intelligence leading
up to the attacks — or lack of intelligence — the role of social media,
the former president’s role, the role
of those around him and tell it in a
narrative fashion so the public follows exactly what’s going on.”
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son infected in the California case
returned to the U.S. from South
Africa. The California traveler,
who was vaccinated, developed
mild symptoms and tested positive
Monday.
The adult infected with the
variant in Hawaii had also gotten
COVID-19 a year ago. The person
isn’t currently hospitalized and had
“mild-to-moderate” symptoms including headache, body aches and
cough, Hawaii Epidemiologist Dr.
Sarah Kemble said.
She wouldn’t identify the patient
other to say the person lives on the
island of Oahu.
Omicron is classified by the
World Health Organization as a
“variant of concern” as scientists
work to determine how it may compare with the predominant delta
variant in terms of transmissibility and severity. Scientists also are
studying the degree to which existing vaccines and therapies protect
against omicron.
Scientists in South Africa first
reported it, but the samples came
from several countries in southern
Africa. And health officials in the
Netherlands now say it was found
there prior to the South Africa detection.
As comfort over air travel returns, it’s inevitable that new variants like omicron will spread from
country to country and state to
state, said professor Danielle Ompad, an epidemiologist at New York
University’s School of Global Public Health.
“We shouldn’t panic, but we
should be concerned,” she said.
Hochul said the case involving
the Minnesota visitor underlined
the need for everyone who is eligible to get vaccinated against
COVID-19 or receive a booster shot
if they have not already.
Thompson and Cheney disclosed
the number of private interviews
and the plan for hearings next year
at a House hearing on contempt
charges against Jeffrey Clark, a former Department of Justice official
who championed Trump’s efforts
to reverse the results of the 2020
election.
The Jan. 6 committee voted to
recommend charges against Clark
on Wednesday but has scheduled
a second deposition with Clark for
Saturday. The lawmakers say they
will determine afterward whether
to move ahead with the contempt
charges.
The lawmakers presented their
case on Clark in anticipation of a
floor vote on contempt if he does
not answer questions Saturday.
Clark appeared for a deposition
last month but refused to be interviewed, citing Trump’s legal
efforts to block the committee’s investigation.
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Democrats hope threat to abortion rights will rouse voters

A woman in a doctors uniform holds a poster that reads “Abortion
is Healthcare” as abortion rights advocates and anti-abortion protesters demonstrate in front of the U.S. Supreme Court, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021, in Washington D.C.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW HARNIK/AP PHOTO

NEW YORK (AP) — Vulnerable Democrats from Nevada to New
Hampshire are promising to make
abortion a centerpiece of their political strategy heading into the midterm
elections, betting that an intense focus
on the divisive issue can rally their
voters to beat back a red wave and preserve their narrow majorities in Congress.
Strategists in both parties suggest it
may not be so easy.
Democrats have been sounding the
alarm on abortion rights in nearly every election cycle this century, including last month’s stunning defeat in the
Virginia governor’s race. In most cases, it’s Republicans who have shown to
be more motivated by the issue.
Still, as the Supreme Court’s conservative majority signals a willingness
to weaken or reverse the landmark
Roe v. Wade precedent, Democrats
insist they can convince voters that the
threat to women’s health is real and
present in a way it wasn’t before.
“This isn’t crying wolf. This is actually happening,” Sen. Catherine
Cortez Masto, who is facing a difficult
reelection test in Nevada, said in an

Associated Press interview. She took
to the Senate floor Wednesday and
warned, “The reproductive freedom
of women everywhere is in jeopardy,”
before casting her Republican opponents as “anti-abortion extremists” in
the interview.
The new intensity is prompted by
the high court’s deliberation over a
Mississippi law presenting the most
serious challenge to abortion rights
in decades. In nearly two hours of arguments Wednesday, the Supreme
Court’s conservative majority suggested they may uphold a Mississippi law
banning all abortions after 15 weeks of
pregnancy and possibly allow states
to ban abortion much earlier in pregnancy. Current law allows states to
regulate but not ban abortion up until
the point of fetal viability, at roughly 24
weeks.
The court’s final ruling is expected
in June, just ahead of midterm elections that will decide the balance of
power in Congress and in statehouses
across the country.
Already braced for a rough year,
Democrats have been searching for
an issue that can both energize a base

deflated by slow progress on various
issues in Washington and repair the
party’s strained relationship with
suburban voters, who may be drifting
back toward the GOP in the months
since former President Donald Trump
left office.
Abortion rights could be it, but it’s
not necessarily a silver bullet, said
Democratic pollster Molly Murphy,
who recently surveyed voters across
several battleground states on the issue.
“It’s the question I ask myself,” she
said.
Democrats likely will not win on
abortion if they simply recycle the arguments that Republicans are trying
to roll back abortion rights, Murphy
said. To be successful, they must argue
that Republicans are spending their
time and energy attacking women’s
reproductive rights at the expense of
issues like the economy, the pandemic and health care. She also encouraged Democrats to focus on Republican-backed measures, like one in effect
in Texas, that would penalize health
care professionals and the women involved in some abortion cases.
Murphy’s guidance acknowledged
the nuances of public opinion on abortion rights.
A June AP-NORC poll showed 57%
of Americans said that in general
abortion should be legal in all or most
cases. But the same poll showed many
Americans question whether a woman should be able to get a legal abortion
“for any reason,” and most said abortion after the first trimester should be
restricted.
In the second trimester, about a third
said abortion should usually — but not
always — be illegal, while roughly as
many said it should always be illegal.
And a majority — 54% — said abortion
in the third trimester should always be
illegal.
Privately, some Republicans concede that a wave of dramatic new state
restrictions on abortion that could
follow the court’s ruling could change
the conversation and disrupt their momentum heading into 2022. Twelve

tent. ... There are other individuals
who should be held accountable.”
Later at a news conference, McDonald said she hoped to have
an announcement “in the next 24
hours.” She had firmly signaled
that Crumbley’s parents were under scrutiny when she filed charges
against their son Wednesday.
Jennifer and James Crumbley did
not return a message left by The Associated Press.
Sheriff Mike Bouchard disclosed
Wednesday that the parents met
with school officials about their
son’s classroom behavior, just a few
hours before the shooting.
McDonald said information about
what had troubled the school “will
most likely come to light soon.”
Crumbley stayed in school Tuesday and later emerged from a bathroom with a gun, firing at students
in the hallway, police said.
“I just can’t get to a space right
now to blame anybody who worked
at that school. They were terrorized,” McDonald said.
“Should there have been different decisions made?” she said when
asked about keeping the teen in
school. “Probably they will come to
that conclusion. ... Again, I have not
seen anything that would make me
think that there’s criminal culpability. It’s a terrible, terrible tragedy.”
The Oxford school district hasn’t
commented on the meeting with
Crumbley’s parents before the
shooting.
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the Senate Democrats’ campaign
arm, vowed that the party would put
“the threat that Republicans pose to
women’s health care front and center
in Senate campaigns.” And vulnerable Senate Democrats in Arizona,
Georgia, Nevada and New Hampshire
leaned into the issue Wednesday and
Thursday.
Sen. Maggie Hassan, another vulnerable Democrat on the ballot in
2022, joined a handful of New Hampshire voters protesting Wednesday
outside the Supreme Court. In a subsequent interview, she warned that
the court was “on the verge of gutting
Roe v. Wade.”
“If the Supreme Court won’t protect a woman’s fundamental decision-making rights, and won’t respect
a woman’s role as a full and equal citizen in a democracy, it leaves people at
the mercy of a state legislature like the
one we’re seeing in New Hampshire,”
Hassan said.

“If the Supreme
Court won’t
protect a woman’s
fundamental
decision-making
rights, and won’t
respect a woman’s
role as a full and
equal citizen in
a democracy, it
leaves people at
the mercy of a
state legislature
like the one we’re
seeing in New
Hampshire.”
SEN. MAGGIE HASSAN

House votes to avert
shutdown, but quick
Senate OK in doubt

Charging decision
anticipated for
Michigan shooter’s
parents

OXFORD TOWNSHIP, Mich.
(AP) — A prosecutor on Thursday
repeated her criticism of the parents
of a boy who is accused of killing
four students at a Michigan school,
saying their actions went “far beyond negligence” and that a changing decision would come by Friday.
“The parents were the only individuals in the position to know the
access to weapons,” Oakland County prosecutor Karen McDonald said.
The gun “seems to have been just
freely available to that individual.”
Ethan Crumbley, 15, has been
charged as an adult with two dozen crimes, including murder, attempted murder and terrorism, for
a shooting Tuesday at Oxford High
School in Oakland County, roughly
30 miles (50 kilometers) north of Detroit.
Four students were killed and
seven more people were injured, including a student who remained in
critical condition.
The semi-automatic gun was purchased legally by Crumbley’s father
last week, according to investigators.
There’s no Michigan law that requires gun owners keep weapons
locked away from children. McDonald, however, suggested there’s more
to build a case on.
“All I can say at this point is those
actions on mom and dad’s behalf
go far beyond negligence,” she told
WJR-AM. “We obviously are prosecuting the shooter to the fullest ex-

states have “trigger laws” that would
immediately ban all or nearly all abortions if Roe is overturned, and other
GOP-led states would likely move
quickly as well. But Republicans also
express confidence in their ability to
focus on other issues.
That was the case last month in
Virginia’s race for governor, where
Democrats and their allies invested
heavily in trying to tie GOP candidate
Glenn Youngkin to a new Republican-backed Texas law that bans most
abortions. Democrat Terry McAuliffe’s closing message centered on
both former President Donald Trump
and abortion.
And while Youngkin’s campaign
privately worried that the abortion
focus might hurt him, particularly
among suburban women, Youngkin
prevailed in part by shifting the conversation toward parents’ frustration
with local education.
“I didn’t see abortion as a big issue,”
said Linda Brooks, who chairs the
Virginia Democratic Party’s women’s
caucus, pointing instead to schools
and Trump as the biggest factors in
her state’s recent elections. “It’s just not
on people’s’ minds.”
Only 6% of Virginia voters called
abortion the most important issue
facing the state, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of the electorate.
In fact, the issue seems more relevant for Republicans. In last year’s
presidential election, VoteCast found
that the 3% of voters who said abortion
was the most important issue facing
the country voted for Trump over
Democrat Joe Biden, 89% to 9%.
A significant portion of the electorate simply doesn’t believe that the court
will overturn Roe, acknowledged Jenny Lawson, the Planned Parenthood
Action Fund’s vice president of organizing and engagement campaigns.
But Lawson said she thinks that could
change quickly.
“The court is doing that work for
us,” Lawson said. “The world has
changed. What happened yesterday
was earth shaking.”
David Bergstein, a spokesman for

Night falls at the Capitol in
Washington, Thursday, Dec.
2, 2021, with the deadline to
fund the government approaching.
PHOTOGRAPH BY SCOTT APPLEWHITE/
AP PHOTO

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
House passed a bill Thursday that
funds the government through Feb.
18 and avoids a short-term shutdown after midnight Friday, but
quick Senate approval was in doubt
because of a fight over President
Joe Biden’s COVID-19 vaccine mandates.
An agreement among congressional leaders announced earlier in
the day would keep the government
running for 11 more weeks, generally at current spending levels while
adding $7 billion to aid Afghanistan
evacuees.
The Democratic-led House passed
the measure by a 221-212 vote. The
Republican leadership urged members to vote no; the lone GOP vote
for the bill came from Illinois Rep.
Adam Kinzinger.
Lawmakers bemoaned the shortterm fix and blamed the opposing
party for the lack of progress on this
year’s spending bills. Rep. Rosa DeLauro, chair of the House Appropriations Committee, said the measure
would, however, allow for negotiations on a package covering the remainder of the budget year through
September.
“Make no mistake, a vote against
this continuing resolution is a vote
to shut government down,” DeLauro said during the House debate.
Before the House acted, President
Joe Biden said he had spoken with
Senate leaders and he played down
fears of a shutdown.
“There is a plan in place unless
somebody decides to be totally erratic, and I don’t think that will happen,” Biden said.
Conservative Republicans opposed to Biden’s vaccine rules
want Congress to take a hard stand
against the mandated shots for
workers at larger businesses, even
if that means shutting down federal
offices over the weekend.
It was just the latest instance of
the brinkmanship around govern-

ment funding that has triggered several costly shutdowns and partial
closures over the past two decades.
The longest shutdown in history
happened under President Donald
Trump — 35 days stretching into January 2019, when Democrats refused
to approve money for his U.S-Mexico border wall. Both parties agree
the stoppages are irresponsible, yet
few deadlines pass without a late
scramble to avoid them.
Republicans said during the debate that they had made it clear in
the summer that they would not
support spending bills that include
“irresponsible spending increases
and extreme policies.”
“Unfortunately, that is exactly
where we find ourselves,” said Rep.
Kay Granger, R-Texas.
Democrats were able to use their
majority to advance the spending
bill. They have a more difficult task
in the 50-50 Senate, where objections by just one senator can slow
a final vote past Friday’s midnight
deadline. That could mean a shortterm shutdown into the weekend.
Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, said Democrats knew last month from a letter
that several Republicans would use
all means at their disposal to oppose
legislation that funds or allows the
enforcement of the employer vaccine mandate. He blamed Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y., for not negotiating and for
ignoring their position.
If the choice is between “suspending nonessential functions” or
standing idle while Americans lose
their ability to work, “I’ll stand with
American workers every time,” Lee
said.
GOP senators said the idea is to
vote on stripping money that the
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration would use to implement the requirement that private
employers with 100 or more workers ensure they are vaccinated.
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ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN
TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE
DAILY CAMPUS

A

s reported by The Daily Campus
last week, the University of Connecticut will now provide students
with free emergency contraception
pills upon presentation of a valid
student identification card — an
act which is the culmination of advocacy from the
Student Services Committee of the Undergraduate
Student Government. Offering this free service will
undoubtedly benefit the UConn community for many
reasons.
College is a time for many young adults to physically explore their sexualities. In fact, a survey by
The Daily Campus during Valentine’s Day last year
showed the UConn community is robustly sexually
active. While there are plenty of great initiatives at
UConn to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections among the student body (for example,
the Glovebox program which sends students free
condoms), accidents can still happen.
While most students probably try their best to avoid
pregnancy through non-pharmaceutical means, it is
important we address the circumstances which can
arise when this is not possible. At times, students
at UConn may be at risk of developing an unwanted
pregnancy. Not only does an unwanted pregnancy
hamper a student’s ability to continue their education, but many students do not have the financial or
emotional means to raise a child. For this reason, all
students should have the ability and means to avoid
pregnancy if the situation warrants.
It is great UConn is offering the morning-after pill
for free so all students can access it, regardless of
their economic situation. However, it is also important because the the pill becomes less effective in
preventing pregnancy the longer after unprotected
sex that a person waits to take it. This means students who don’t have immediate access to funds
or transportation to a nearby pharmacy are put at
higher risk of having an unwanted pregnancy. Some
emergency contraception pills can cost up to $50 this cost could be unmanageable for a student who
is supporting themself in school and doesn’t have
that kind of money at their disposal.
Providing this emergency contraception free of
charge and in an easily-accessible way at Student
Health Services is an excellent way to combat these
challenges. This initiative covers important ground
in realizing our reproductive rights and creating a
more just and healthy community at UConn.

ILLUSTRATION BY CARLIE KUBISEK, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Maddie Papcun

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

All of a sudden it’s December; Thanksgiving break
is over and there’s less than three weeks left of the
semester, including finals. Obviously, the semester’s
going by quickly, and although part of me feels like I
only just moved into my dorm yesterday, I was immensely grateful for the break from routine Thanksgiving provided.
I was also extremely excited to see my friends from
high school. I knew everyone would be busy, especially with us all only being home for a week at the
most. But, even if we didn’t manage to plan an allout Friendsgiving dinner complete with champagne,
candles and a black-tie dress code, I still wanted to
see them all. And I did get to see my friends, which
is something I am very thankful for. With that being
said, imagine my dismay when so many of them had
to delay hangouts or show up late because they had
school assignments due over the break.
I love an 11:59 p.m. deadline as much as the next
guy, mainly because it gives you the entire day to
complete something, but there shouldn’t be such

deadlines over a designated break. This forces
young adults to accept work which infringes upon
the boundary between work and home as the norm.
Continuing the work day at home becomes expected, which shouldn’t be the case. I personally didn’t
have any exact deadlines over the University of Connecticut’s fall break, and I found this to be shocking. After spending so many years in the American
educational system, assigned work over breaks has
become commonplace in my life. Especially being a
sophomore in college, already beginning the coursework which will eventually define my degree, a week
without a deadline felt like a miracle. The surprise I
felt over a lack of homework is sad, to say the least.
It’s no secret homework is an integral part of
schooling in America, despite the word itself being
a complete contradiction. The saying “don’t take
your work home with you” loses all meaning when
we’re taught to accept such conditions from an early
age. I’m not advocating for the complete abolition of
homework as a concept. But breaks should be for relaxation, as their name suggests.

See BREAKS, p. 8


     
by Jordan Noto
CONTRIBUTOR
jordan.noto@uconn.edu

The Rally for a Peaceful Planet at UConn on Oct.
6 was hypocrisy, pure and simple.
The rally was planned by multiple student organizations including the Undergraduate Student
Government, UConn Praxis, Fridays for Future
and Powerup CT.
At the rally, students demanded an expansion
on the number of refugees allowed into the U.S.;
for racism to be declared a public health crisis;
and the abolition of the 1033 program, which is the
transfer of military grade weapons to police departments. The speakers included representatives
from student organizations, as well as UConn Interim President Andrew Agwunobi and Provost
Carl Lejuez.
During the rally, USG enacted a resolution to
declare racism a public health crisis, and the administration expressed its full support of the resolution.
However noble these demands may be, some
glaring contradictions exist between these actions
and what student organizers and administrators
chose to blatantly ignore.
First, according to the @defund.uconnpd Instagram page, citing the Marshall Project as a
source, the UConn Police Department has 30 assault riﬂes and two sniper riﬂes in its possession,
which were obtained through the 1033 program.
After a lengthy period of obfuscation from UConn and the state of Connecticut, recent revelations
show UCPD has 82 AR-15s, 130 pistols and nearly
105,000 rounds of ammunition in its possession,
while the reported crimes over the last five years
were non-violent.

Second, UConn plays a key role in the U.S. war
industry. The university has formed long-term
partnerships with companies such as Lockheed
Martin, Pratt & Whitney, General Dynamics Electric Boat and Raytheon Technologies. The military
equipment produced by these defense contractors
have been utilized to surveil and kill people living
in exploited regions throughout the world.

The U.S. Air Force,
Raytheon, EB, Pratt
& Whitney and their
subsidiaries gave a combined
total of $53 million to create
research centers at UConn’s
Innovation Partnership
Building.
UConn has received millions of dollars in donations from these companies. In fact, the U.S. Air
Force, Raytheon, EB, Pratt & Whitney and their
subsidiaries gave a combined total of $53 million
to create research centers at UConn’s Innovation
Partnership Building.
In return, these companies develop new research in association with UConn and receive a
steady ﬂow of new employees. According to UConn’s Center for Career development, Lockheed
Martin, Raytheon Technologies, Pratt & Whitney
and EB are among UConn’s top 20 employers.

See ACTIVISM, p. 8
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TEALE LECTURE SERIES:
Addressing the climate crisis through
‘place-making’ and public participation
by Esther Ju

STAFF WRITER
esther.ju@uconn.edu

The slides of Professor Patrick Devine-Wright’s presentation detail his thoughts on approaching the severity of the climate crisis. His presentation marks another installment
of the Teale Lecture Series hosted by the Center for Environmental Sciences and Engineering at UConn. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

On Thursday evening, the University of Connecticut’s Center
for Environmental Sciences and
Engineering hosted another segment of their Teale Lecture Series,
titled “Public Participation and
Policy-making in an Environment
and Climate Emergency.” Patrick
Devine-Wright, a professor of human geography at the University of
Exeter and last night’s guest speaker, presented his ideas on how intersections between social science
and policy-making, as well as further consideration for the communities and places these policies
apply toward, are beneficial in addressing the current climate crisis.
Devine-Wright began with a brief
introduction of his academic focuses, describing his involvement in
the UK and his attempts to utilize
social science in conversations.
“I’m also involved at the national level and at local levels, working
with policy-makers, working in
community initiatives to try and
enable energy transitions and really just trying to make social science
be useful and to inform practice,”
Devine-Wright said.
Since many are not willing to examine the research themselves —
either due to a lack of time, a lack
of understanding or a lack of both
— he finds it imperative to educate
others on this information.
“It’s about getting out there and
making sure that you can translate
those ideas and hopefully enable
people to continue to undertake the
challenges of energy transitions in
a way that’s informed by research
evidence,” Devine-Wright said.
He then moved on to explain the
background of energy transitions,
which he described in two words:
climate change. As many are already aware, the climate crisis is
a phenomenon that is universally known for creating public discourse and, according to DevineWright, it has established many
implications for energy systems.
These implications include: ‘net
zero’ targets for emissions at various government levels, goals to
reduce emissions by 45% by 2030
and, as mentioned just recently
during the past COP26 conference, diminishing the use of fossil
fuels. Of course, when it comes to
reaching ‘net zero’ targets, some
emissions will inevitably be let
out, but rather, the goal is to reach
an overall net zero impact on the
environment. Devine-Wright also
brought up increasing methods of
renewable power — such as solar
panels — as a way to substitute fossil fuels, along with promoting the
use of electricity for heat and transport.
The professor continued with
a slight interjection on defining
“space and place” in the context of
environmental research. The idea
of “place” in particular was outlined as a useful notion.
“What place means to me is focus
on the specificity of particular locations in the world,” Devine-Wright
said. “The kind of appreciation
that, to some extent, they’re unique.
And that people have strong connections with these places — the
feeling of belonging, even a sense
of identity and identification with
that place, that environment and
the people who live there.”
Because places and physical
surroundings are of such value to
the people who inhabit them, con-

cepts like NIMBYism must also be
considered. However, as DevineWright pointed out, these relations
to place tend to be harmful and inaccurate, which begs for new methods of approaching these issues.
“We need to find other ways of
thinking about objections, conflict,
controversies associated with energy siting and energy projects,”
Devine-Wright said. “And maybe
other ways of thinking about people’s relations with place and how
they play out in contexts of the
siting of energy infrastructures.
That’s been really one of my main
academic goals and projects over
the last 10 years, through the lens of
a constant place attachment. How
are attachments to place influenced
by energy infrastructure change?
How can they perhaps be used in
order to enable change without
necessarily disrupting or threatening people’s sense of place?”
This focus on place led into
Devine-Wright’s major point on developing a place-centered view of
energy transitions. Based on other
research, he found that “energy infrastructure are acts of place-making, which un-make and re-make
places, not just in material/technological and economic terms, but
also meanings, affects, lived experience and daily practices.” To go
along with that, people should be
viewed as denizens, which he defined as those who dwell in and feel
a sense of connection and belonging to a place. Through this view,
community members will not only
find their local knowledge valued
by project workers, but they will
also feel appreciated and therefore
more inclined to participate in energy matters.
“A lot of the controversies around
siting come down to predictions
about what will happen in the future, whether they’re positive or
negative or apocalyptic or so on,”
Devine-Wright said. “And often in
that context, you get expert knowledge being privileged over local
knowledges. Yet, if you view people as key constitutive participants
in energy transitions, and you view
those people as denizens, then you
can open up a sense of recognition
and a sense of appreciation of the
local knowledges that they bring
with them.”
Devine-Wright’s last point — before delving into three further case
studies of energy transitions and
answering questions during the
event’s Q&A — acknowledged several negativities that exist beyond
energy transitions, including the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
on the displacement of individuals;
structural inequalities in providing for communities; and the overall eco-anxiety that has taken the
majority by storm. He emphasized
that because of these ideas, there
is a clear necessity for positivity,
which can easily be sought through
public participation.
“It’s because of all these reasons
that we need positive narratives for
change,” Devine-Wright said. “We
need to have something more to
say about energy transitions other
than ‘Wind energy is good,’ or ‘We
need to do something about climate change.’ And I think concepts
like place, participation, community empowerment — they offer
us potentially positive principles
and narratives to orient our energy transitions in ways that aren’t
just about preventing NIMBYism,
but enabling emancipatory possibilities for belonging, for identity
[and] for sustainability.”
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JORGENSEN CENTER WELCOMES BACK

Kristin Chenoweth
by Abigayl Palmer
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
abigayl.palmer@uconn.edu

On Saturday, Dec. 11, the queen of
the Great White Way will be making
her anticipated return to the University of Connecticut. Tony and Emmy
award-winning Kristin Chenoweth
will grace the stage at Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts in a one
night only event, “An Evening with
Kristin Chenoweth: ‘For the Girls.’”
Audiences will hear songs from Chenoweth’s 2019 studio album, “For
the Girls,” featuring songs by female
artists who have inspired her such as
Barbra Striesand, Dolly Parton and
Judy Garland. Audiences will also
be treated to a few selections from
her latest album, “Happiness is...
Christmas!,” and “an evening of good
humour and personal reminisces,”
as stated in the event description on
Jorgensen’s website.
Kristin Chenoweth first performed
at Jorgensen on Oct. 20, 2018, and audiences were dazzled by her talent
and stage presence. The star’s undeniable charisma is what attracted
Jorgensen director, Rodney Rock,
to invite Chenoweth to UConn after
seeing her perform a few years prior.
“I first saw Kristin on Broadway
when she starred in the musical
‘Wicked’ back in 2004, I think,” said
Rock in an email. “She was fabulous
and I ended up bringing Jorgensen
donors and friends down to NYC five
times to see the show. I knew then at
some point I would try to bring her to
Jorgensen.”
A campus correspondent from
The Daily Campus who reviewed the
performance described the crowd
as “absolutely ecstatic” when they

heard the beginning notes of “Popular” from the hit Broadway musical “Wicked.” Chenoweth starred as
Glinda the Good Witch in the original cast of the musical. Rock also
reminisced on Chenoweth’s humorous anecdotes and lively banter with
the audience at the 2018 show.
“Again, fantastic performance,”
said Rock. “She worked a lot of
shtick about UConn and she sang
with UConn Chamber Singers. It
was a huge success!”
With Rock’s efforts, an encore performance from Chenoweth was
certainly in UConn’s future. However, scheduling conflicts and the
ensuing cancellation of all performances due to COVID-19 last
year delayed Chenoweth’s return to
Storrs.
“We had so many requests to bring
her back, so I was able to grab a return date in the Fall of 2019. Again,
that date was postponed and rescheduled for March of 2020.” explained Rock. “And then of course
COVID-19 hit and the season was
canceled.”
“I worked to try to arrange a live
stream with her during the 202021 season via the Jorgensen Digital
Stage but that did not work out and
finally, we lighted on Dec. 11 of 2021,”
Rock said. “We are excited because
although this will not be a holiday
show, she will be including some holiday music that she will premiere on
Dec. 13 in her Christmas show at The
Metropolitan Opera. So it’s all kind
of exciting!”
So while it’s been a long three
years of waiting, Kristin Chenoweth
will be back at Jorgensen, and the
UConn community couldn’t be more
excited. Those who want to catch the

one-nightonly event
should
act fast,
as seats are
limited
a n d
floor

ticke t s
a r e
already
sold out.
The curtain goes up
at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 11.

WHUS IS READY TO SHARE SOME LOCAL FLAIR
at the third annual

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
by Joanne Biju

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
joanne.biju@uconn.edu

On Feb. 19, 2022, the Student
Union Ballroom will be filled
with local bands jamming out for
a chance to showcase their work
and win WHUS Radio’s third annual Battle of the Bands.
WHUS, UConn’s non-commercial radio station, is home to all
things creative, harboring students with interests in broadcasting or media production. Music,
news and sports recaps are just a
few types of auditory entertainment the organization provides.
As of late, WHUS has been producing podcasts such as “Save the
Earth,” hosted by UConn Praxis
coordinators, and “Edge of Empathy,” a series focusing on death
penalty witnesses. Students at
WHUS have also been producing
digital zines, the latest of which
utilizes embedded video and audio clips to offer a multidimensional experience.
With Battle of the
Bands, students are given an opportunity to
participate in WHUS’
vision through live
performances
in
front of UConn students. In the past,
winners have been
chosen by the audience, who vote
via Kahoot. This
year, however,
the music department
w i l l
also

have a hand in judging.
Participating in the competition
is a great way to get a small band’s
name out there, with the winning
band potentially performing as
the opener for the WHUS Spring
Fling concert.
In 2020, “One Time Weekend”
took the spotlight as the first winner of Battle of the Bands.
Earlier this year, the event was
conducted
virtually
through
pre-recorded setlists and a bracket system to determine the second
winner, “Cyborg Village.”
WHUS is enthusiastic about returning to live performances, but
planning an event of this scale is
no easy task. Celia Klotzer, events
coordinator for WHUS, has to
start the process months in advance.
“We have to receive applications
from the bands, hold auditions,
figure out necessary
production companies, find a venue,
and do many other
things, especially
paperwork,”
the
fifth-semester human rights and
sociology major
said.
Applications to secure
an

aud i t i o n
spot are
due
by
the
end

of Dec. 3 and can be accessed online. To partake in the program,
at least one band member must
be a current student at UConn
and a preliminary audition clip
must be sent to events@whus.
org. If chosen for a live audition, bands will perform a
15 minute set, similar to
what would
be performed at the
actual show.
At least half
of the set must
comprise original songs.
The number
of
bands
chosen to
compete depends on
the number
of
applications received,
but Klotzer is
shooting to have
four to five groups
make it to February’s
event.
Battle of the Bands
is not just a spectacular
showcase of music, but also
a celebration of local artists;
these bands might not show up
on people’s Spotify Wrapped, but
their talent warrants just as much
praise.
If you’re interested in multimedia
art or getting involved with WHUS
behind-the-scenes, there are plenty of committees with all sorts of
focuses to choose from! And if you
want
to
check out some
s t u dent-run radio,
t u n e
into 91.7 FM!

PHOTO COURTESY OF MUSIKPRODUKTIV.COM

PHOTO COURTESY
OF SOUNDSLIKENASHVILLE.
COM
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QUICK

by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

These two weeks
after Thanksgiving
break and before
finals are crunch
time for students,
but that doesn’t
mean you should
sacrifice your mental and physical
health.
Although
your academics and
extracurricular obligations are important,
they are not worth it at the
expense of proper rest, eating and other activities to keep
yourself grounded. If you live
off-campus and don’t have a meal
plan, it may seem difficult to make
time to buy groceries, make balanced meals and eat them at routine times. Here are some options to
keep in mind when you’re planning
your last few weeks of the semester
and figuring out how to keep yourself fed.

CUISINE

FOR CRUNCH

Order food from restaurants and cafés around
campus
If you have the means, consider purchasing food from places
around campus, which offer convenience in terms of accessibility
and time. Although you may have
kept from buying food throughout
the semester for the sake of saving
money, consider that it is valid to
use that saved money now for the
sake of convenience. If you’re in
an evening study session at the library or in the Student Union and
haven’t packed yourself dinner,
buy something from Bookworms
or Union Street Market. If you live
near Storrs Center and aren’t in the
mood to cook, order from any of the
local restaurants in the area, from
Blaze to Gansett Wraps to Tokyo
Ramen.

Ask people with meal
plans to use their swipes
or points
If shelling out some bucks isn’t
the best option — which is fair,
considering the high average cost
of meals around campus — don’t
shy away from asking your friends
or peers if they would be willing to
swipe you into a dining hall or buy
you a meal from one of the campus cafés. With Dining Services
limiting entrance to dining halls to
students and faculty, students are
not able to use as many of their
swipes on family or friends that
are visiting. Chances are, with
the semester wrapping up,
people with meal plans
have an abundance of
swipes and points they
would be more than
willing to share with
you. So text those
club or friend group
chats to see if anyone could spare a
swipe!

Inve st
in instant
food

TIME

are
making for the sake
of convenience, accessibility and finances. Maybe they are not the best
to eat all the time, but no food is.
Make a quick trip to the grocery
store and stock up on options that
will be easy for you to heat up or
toss in the oven while you pursue
academic excellence. Ramen is
commonly associated with college
students, and for good reason — instant ramen is quick, inexpensive
and honestly, pretty yummy. Add
some meat or meat substitute and
vegetables to make it a full meal.
Head to the freezer and prepared
foods section and pick up quick
meals that taste good despite being
premade, such as dumplings, pizza,
chicken nuggets, pasta and more.
These options are similarly available at restaurants around campus,
but obviously cheaper to purchase
at the grocery and will taste comparable.

Whip up quick, reliable
recipes
Hopefully if you live on campus,
you have enough cooking capability to sustain yourself, even with
the simplest of recipes. Well, if it
ain’t broke, don’t fix it. This is the
perfect time to rely on those comforting classics that hopefully won’t
require much time or brainpower
for you to make, whether they be a
quick stir-fry, breakfast for dinner
or grilled cheese. There are plenty
of recipes you can look up online
and on Pinterest for other
quick options if you’re
eating more of the
same.

Hollie’s

Restaurant

Recomendations:

On-campus:
• Union Street Market
• Bookworms at the library

Off-campus:
• Blaze
• Gansett Wraps
• Tokyo Ramen

Some people
may scoff at instant,
frozen
and fast food
for the sake of
“healthiness,”
but I’m here to
tell you that it is
completely valid
to fall back on these
options. Honestly, it
is classist and elitist
to judge people for
the food choices they

•
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Photo of the Day | Happy Hanukkah!

A student celebrates the fifth night of the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah by lighting several menorot in the MPR of the Trachten-Zachs Hillel House at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021. As
part of the custom, students will use a “shammash,” or helper candle, to light the others and place the menorot in the windows for all eight nights of the festival. PHOTO BY RYAN MURACE,
GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Students need real
breaks off from school

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Crossword
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Some model
home residents
6 Wrinkle, as one’s
brow
10 Rocky greetings
13 ’40s-’50s “Giant
Brain”
14 Streaming biggie
15 Gas station
convenience
16 Nightclub
for seasonal
workers?
18 Capital on a fjord
19 Easter supply
20 Watson portrayer
opposite Jonny
Lee Miller’s
Holmes
21 California athlete
22 Reaction to
opening a can of
Whiskas?
26 Hardly well
29 Surprise hits
30 Pontificates
33 Narrow strip of
wood
34 Hit shows, and a
hint to four puzzle
answers
40 Top-notch
41 Note in the key of
B major
42 Hung jury result
46 Pop of pop music
47 Like the Charles
River in February,
to a local?
50 Nice thoughts?
51 What “W” may
mean
52 Pilot or Explorer
55 Gold rush town
where Wyatt
Earp ran the
Dexter Saloon
56 Styling gel for a
’50’s teenager?
60 “Dagnabbit!”
61 Wind from the
French for “high
wood”
62 Baseball VIP
63 Half of a Chinese
pair
64 Conference
giveaways
65 Demanding
attention
DOWN
1 Act
2 Just

BREAKS, cont. from p. 4
With the increase in discussions
regarding mental health. I have also
noticed more people talking about
burnout and the negative effects it
can have on one’s overall health. In
college students specifically, burnout can manifest as many symptoms, including decreased motivation, which leads to lower academic
performance, a loss of interest in social activities, neglect of friendships
and higher levels of anxiety and
depression. Not having a real break
for an entire semester, without any
deadlines, can contribute to these
feelings tenfold. This is evident in
UConn’s current academic calendar, where the only break in the
semester other than Thanksgiving
was Labor Day weekend, which occurred arguably before the semester
had even truly begun. Thus, at UConn, we went twelve weeks without
so much as a pause, which for me
was beyond exhausting.
Outside of relaxation, breaks
should be for spending time with

12/3/21

By Jeffrey Diton

3 Long sentence
4 Lakers rivals,
on NBA
scoreboards
5 Milan’s La __
6 Alison of
bluegrass
7 Scand. land
8 Prez after Harry
9 Tsk relative
10 Max who owned
the Woodstock
farmland
11 Discount phrase
12 Pinched
15 “Hidden
Figures” actress
Janelle __
17 Tiny amount
21 Top dogs
22 Wrestler-turnedactor John
23 Not seasonal
24 Pod residents?
25 Website for
animal owners
26 Hold up
27 Fig. in lending
28 2016 Olympics
city
31 Tinder outings
32 There’s a point
to it
35 “It’s not __, it’s a
when”

Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

UConn’s performative
activism at Oct. 6 rally
ACTIVISM, cont. from p. 4

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

36 __ guard
37 Crone
38 Unit of energy
39 Bond, for one
42 Olympic skater
Ito
43 Certain clutch
player, in sports
parlance
44 Shooting
competition
45 A bit fuzzy, as an
image

12/3/21

47 Blowing a lot
48 Evasive
maneuver
49 2001 scandal
subject
52 Sound
53 Secondhand
54 To a high degree
56 Bunny __
57 White House
nickname
58 Charged particle
59 Farm mom

family and friends. However, one’s
ability to do so is greatly inhibited by schoolwork which continues into what should have been
designated time off. How can you
join family dinner or meet up with
friends from other schools when
HuskyCT is calling your name,
assignment upon assignment begging for your undivided attention?
Not to mention, many students do
not have home environments away
from school which are conducive
for learning. Thus, these students
end up struggling even more with
balancing their work and home
lives over breaks.
All in all, I don’t think academics are dire or pressing enough that
they cannot be put on pause for
even a week. The academic calendar is published before the semester
begins, so professors have enough
notice to plan curriculum around
breaks without forcing it to continue through them. Simply put,
putting school on hold for a week
would not be the end of the world.
Students need a true break sometimes, and we shouldn’t ignore that.

One might assume these partnerships exist to strengthen the U.S.’s balance of power and upholding of principles of liberal democracy. But, it does
not take a sage to know the U.S. wages
war to shore up its imperial interests
and make profits. This can easily be
demonstrated by the recent wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan alone. The defense contractors listed above and multinational corporations like Haliburton
received billions of dollars from the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
These violent actions inevitably lead
to refugee crises, which part of the demands. And the underlying force driving it all forward is white supremacy.
When taking all these contradictions into consideration, the declaration of racism as a public health crisis
is nothing more than a hollow gesture.
Student organizations could have
easily made their demands while simultaneously holding UConn’s feet to
the fire for the role it plays in the prison
and military industrial complex.
UConn’s public positioning at the
rally is no different than U.S. corporations co-opting organizing language
and using social justice slogans to market the products and services they sell.
At the end of the day, UConn is a business too. It sells education. Branding

itself as a bastion of human rights and
peace, as the school for student activists to attend, entices potential customers/students.
Karl Marx in Das Kapital refers to
this as commodity fetishism. Marx
explains commodities, “change into
a thing which transcends sensuousness.” In other words, commodities
take on a mystical nature which exceeds their basic utility, like Air Jordan
sneakers or Apple products. The result
is the object of the consumer’s desire,
the commodity, is separated from the
source of its construction, from the
power that gives it its ultimate value:
labor.
In the case of UConn, the fetishized
commodity is social justice as a part
of the greater education package, as
declared from the steps of the UConn
Student Union.
What is lost in UConn’s dark magic
are the actual organizers laboring in
liberation struggles and giving those
movements their meaning, direction
and value. The people on the ground
who have given their life to organizing
the masses, the political prisoners like
Marilyn Buck, Sundiata Acoli, Mumia
Abu Jamal and George Jackson, and
the countless others who died or are
dying behind bars. Their legacies and
work should not be trivialized with
performative acts and marketing
schemes.
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Virginia coach Bronco Mendenhall stepping down after bowl
(AP) — Bronco Mendenhall said
the thought that it was time to do
something else first came to him
the day after his team’s dispiriting
loss to Virginia Tech.
In the ensuing days, Virginia’s
coach considered other solutions,
but as the week progressed he
felt more clarity. He announced
Thursday he’s stepping down.
Mendenhall will coach the Cavaliers in their bowl game, then
abruptly end a six-year tenure
during which “earned, not given”
became a mantra for the program,
and an upward trajectory slowed
considerably the last two years.
“I would love to say there’s been
this buildup and a long amount
of epiphanies and thought, but
clearly this week there was a
sense of clarity to me that I needed to step back from college football and reassess, renew, reframe
and reinvent, with my wife as a
partner, our future and the next
chapter of our lives,” Mendenhall
said in a hastily organized conference call with reporters.
The decision was his and his
alone, Mendenhall said, adding
that athletic director Carla Williams and university president
Jim Ryan asked him to stay.
“It’s just a chance after 31 years
straight to step back ... and reinvent myself and our family and
our purpose,” the 55-year-old
Mendenhall said.
“Holly, my wife, is a little
shocked, too,” he said.
With two of his children on
mission trips for the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,

FILE - Virginia coach Bronco Mendenhall watches the team’s NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh
on Nov. 20, 2021, in Pittsburgh. Mendenhall is stepping down after the Cavaliers play their bowl game,
abruptly ending his tenure at the school after six seasons. PHOTO BY KEITH SRAKOCIC, FILE/AP

and the third heading to college
in January, Mendenhall said he
looks forward to spending time
with his wife without what he
called “the rhythm of a football
season” and discovering his next
path.
He did not rule out coaching
again some day.
“This isn’t to break and pause
and then become irrelevant. This
is actually to break and pause to

then become hopefully more impactful in helping and developing
and teaching and serving others
is what I’m hopeful,” he said. “So
I’m excited about that. What is it
going to look like? I don’t know.”
Mendenhall said he told his
staff at 4:45 p.m. EST and his team
at 5 p.m. before getting on the call
with reporters at 5:30 p.m.
The team’s reaction?
“They had similar reactions,

tears, shock, sadness, disbelief,
yeah, and it’s going to take time to
process,” he said.
Mendenhall is 36-38 at Virginia
and led the Cavaliers to four bowl
appearances their only Atlantic
Coast Conference title game appearance two years ago. Virginia also snapped a 15-game losing
streak against rival Virginia Tech
in 2019, but lost its last four games
this season, including Saturday’s

29-24 defeat to the Hokies.
The Cavaliers finished the regular season 6-6. Mendenhall finalized his decision four days
later.
“This is a personal and just bigger picture — that’s how I think
— decision,” he said, adding that
the losing streak was not really a
factor in his choice.
The Hokies played that game
with an interim coach. They introduced former Penn State defensive coordinator Brent Pry as
their new coach Thursday.
“The next journey will be uncovered as we go, and hard to uncover it if there’s not a pause and
contemplation and reflection, so
that’s what I’m choosing to do,”
Mendenhall said.
He said he chose to make the
announcement now in the hope
that the attention can be placed
back on the team and its bowl
preparations. The Cavaliers will
find out their bowl destination on
Sunday.
Mendenhall came to Virginia
after 11 seasons as coach at BYU.
That, too, was a surprising move.
The Utah native was 99-43 with
the Cougars.
Virginia lost to Richmond of
the Championship Subdivision,
37-20, in his first game, an outcome that revealed to him the
tougher-than-he-imagined task
ahead. The Cavaliers finished
the following regular season 6-6
to end a bowl drought, but lost
49-7 to Navy in the Military Bowl.
They opted not to participate in a
bowl last season.

Beijing bound: Bobsledder Kaillie Humphries now an American
(AP) — Kaillie Humphries is now,
officially, an American.
And just like that, the U.S. medal
hopes in bobsledding at the Beijing
Olympics just got much stronger.
The reigning world champion in
both monobob and women’s bobsledding was sworn in as a citizen in San
Diego on Thursday, ending her long
saga to become an American and have
the right to compete for the U.S. at the
Olympics.
She does not yet have her passport,
but that is likely to be little more than a
formality. Without the passport, there
was almost no chance the Canadian-born Humphries would have been
allowed to slide at the Olympics.
“Most stressful morning ever, but
it’s done,” Humphries told The Associated Press from the plane as she was
leaving San Diego.
It was a whirlwind finale to the
process. Humphries raced in a World
Cup stop at Austria this past weekend. She got to Altenberg, Germany for this week’s race on Monday,
did the two necessary training runs
Tuesday that she needed to qualify for
World Cup races this weekend, then
made the 5-hour drive to Frankfurt
for a Wednesday morning flight to
San Diego.
Her citizenship meeting was Thursday, and not long afterward she was
on a plane headed back to Europe.
“I think she’s super excited,” U.S.
bobsled coach Mike Kohn said in a
telephone interview from Germany.
“She’s had a great couple of years with
us. I think she’s going to just really
shine now. I think, the uncertainty,

it’s held her back a little bit. I think it’s
held us all back.”
Humphries — a two-time Olympic
champion and three-time Olympic
medalist, all won for Canada — lives
in San Diego, has held a green card
and is married to an American, former bobsledder Travis Armbruster.
She won the right to slide for the
U.S. in September 2019 after a lengthy
and ongoing dispute with Canadian
bobsled officials over claims of verbal
abuse, mental abuse and harassment.
Humphries left the Canadian team,
she said, to seek a safer work environment.
Joining the U.S. team was not an
easy decision, especially since she
knew it did not come with a guarantee
of being able to slide for the Americans at the Beijing Games — but was
still a move she deemed necessary for
her mental and physical safety.
She could have pursued the chance
to slide for another country at these
Olympics, but made the decision long
ago that if she was going to Beijing she
was going as an American.
Which, as of Thursday, she is.
“It was a long journey, this has been
a team effort and feels amazing to
have the pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow,” Humphries said.
Humphries had a legal team guiding her, plus got support from the U.S.
Olympic and Paralympic Committee
and no fewer than five members of
Congress — Rep. Mike Levin (D-Calif.) and Sens. Alex Padilla (D-Calif.), Mitt Romney (R-Utah), Mike
Lee (R-Utah) and Kirsten Gillibrand
(D-N.Y.).

Kaillie Humphries of the United States watches the leaderboard after the women’s two-women bobsleigh
World Cup race in Igls, near Innsbruck, Austria, Sunday, Nov. 21, 2021. PHOTO BY MATTHIAS SCHRADER/AP

Winter of waiting: Baseball fans hope MLB lockout fleeting
PHOENIX (AP) — The only
hint of activity outside of Chase
Field on Thursday afternoon was
the low humming noise from a
construction crew, which was
busy hanging some signs for an
upcoming college football bowl
game.
Otherwise, the home of Major
League Baseball’s Arizona Diamondbacks was quiet, almost
serene.
That’s fine — and even expected — on Dec. 2. The problem is if
it still feels like this on March 31.
That’s the day the 2022 MLB
season is scheduled to begin and
Chase Field’s downtown concourse should be bustling with
fans, ready to start the 162-game
schedule with a day game against
the Milwaukee Brewers. But it’s
unclear if that game or any others will be happening this spring
now that the sport has entered its

first work stoppage in 26 years.
Bill Pupo — a longtime baseball fan and Diamondbacks season-ticket holder — said he’s
hopeful of a quick resolution,
but also acknowledges the current labor squabble has the feel
of the 1994-95 strike that lasted
7 1/2 months and wiped out the
World Series for the first time in
90 years.
“I think ownership is entitled
to make a profit,” Pupo said.
“The players feel like they need a
bigger slice of the pie and I don’t
blame them. They’re the talent,
the entertainers.
“The question is, what’s the
middle ground?”
MLB’s labor showdown pits
the league’s owners vs. the players with a notable third party
warily watching: the fans. It’s
unlikely the ticket-buying public
will be very sympathetic to pub-

lic bickering between the owners
and players.
Even in the best of times, fans
want their baseball and it was
clear in the aftermath of the 199495 strike that fans were slow to
forgive. Some never did.
Largely
thanks
to
the
COVID-19 pandemic, this is not
the best of times. The 2020 regular season was drastically shortened and played in parks with no
fans. Last season was better, but
crowd capacity limits were still
in place in many locations.
Now labor strife. The topic was
on people’s minds after a softball
game on an artificial turf field in
Manhattan near the Hudson River.
“It’s going to turn people off,”
said 63-year-old Joe Cannizzo of
Brooklyn, a self-described “lifelong Yankee fan, a lifelong baseball fan” who was wearing a Cur-

tis Granderson T-shirt.
His friend, 60-year-old Paul
Weinstein of Queens, said he
grew up playing baseball “seven
days a week, 12 hours a day.”
But at this point, he said, “I
think we’re beaten down.”
“I understand collective bargaining and unions,” he said.
“And I think we have some of the
greatest players ever playing now
-- Mike Trout and Clayton Kershaw and more. It’s a golden age
of baseball, and no one cares.”
“We’ve become disinterested.
The marginalized fan, there’s too
many other things, too many other sports that draw them away,”
he said.
Pupo didn’t get to attend Diamondbacks games in 2020 due to
COVID-19 so he rolled his season tickets to 2021. He still didn’t
feel comfortable attending games
because of the pandemic so he

rolled them again to 2022. Now —
because of the lockout — there’s a
chance this season will be affected, too.
The sport’s labor issues — on
top of the D-backs’ recent struggles — make him wonder if it’s
worth the money and trouble.
“It’s a cumulative effect,” Pupo
said.
For now, there’s not much for
fans to do but wait and hope.
MLB’s owners and players probably have around three months
to come to an agreement before
the regular season is affected.
How many fans will be around
to watch when they return? That
remains to be seen.
“I’m very forgiving of the
game, so I’ll go when they start
playing again,” said Cannizzo,
the Yankees fan at the softball
game. “But it’s not a good look
for the sport.”
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Photo of the Day | Game time giggles

UConn women’s hockey senior Danielle Fox (46) laughs along with a Providence player during a matchup where the Huskies suffered a shootout loss against the Friars after tying
them 3-3 and forcing overtime play on Nov. 19 at the Mark Edward Freitas Ice Forum, in Storrs. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

MEN’S HOCKEY

HUSKIES RETURN TO HOCKEY EAST PLAY WITH
HOME-AND-HOME VERSUS MERRIMACK
by Stratton Stave
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

After a 6-1 statement victory last
weekend versus Colgate University, the UConn Huskies will travel
northeast to North Andover, Massachusetts, where they’ll take on
the Merrimack College Warriors
before coming back to Hartford
for a rematch.
So far this season, the Warriors
have made their way through
a daunting schedule which has
seen them go 6-8, including seven
ranked games. Six of those ranked
games were three consecutive
home-and-homes against thenNo. 16 Boston University (1-1 in the
series), No. 12 UMass (0-2) and No.
14 Boston College (1-1). Since that
gauntlet, the team has just gone
2-2, dropping an unimpressive
game to Maine — a program UConn swept.
The Warriors are led by British Columbia native and graduate
student Max Newton, who leads
the team with 15 points. Newton
is almost equally adept at passing
and scoring, netting seven goals
and dishing out eight assists. In
tough games, Merrimack goes as
Newton goes. In the team’s five
ranked losses, the forward collected points in only one of those contests. Newton recorded points in
both of the Warriors’ ranked wins.
The rest of the offense is fairly
well rounded, with Filip Forsmark, Ben Brar, Declan Carlile and
Liam Walsh each with double-dig-

it points. Fosmark and Brar serve
as the team’s top scoring options
with six apiece, while Walsh has
Newton tied with eight assists. Declan really stands out as an X-factor for the Merrimack team, with
a plus-minus of 10, which is the
best on the squad by six, out of the
players with significant minutes.
In the net, Merrimack goes with
a dual goalkeeper look, likely to
avoid fatigue. Their primary option is sophomore Zachary Borgeil, a 6’2” Michigan product who
has started nine of their fourteen
games. He has been solid in goal,
boasting a .885 save percentage
and one shutout game. Their secondary option is freshman Swede
Hugo Ollas, who stands at an intimidating 6’8’’. He had been recruited by UConn prior to committing to Merrimack. He’s started
the other five games and has a .883
save percentage and no shutouts.
Potentially, the Huskies will get a
look at each of the keepers — one
on Friday and one on Saturday.
Huskies coach Mike Cavanaugh said “[Merrimack] plays a
really hard-nosed style of hockey;
they skate extremely well upfront
with Max Newton and Forsmark,
[Alex] Jefferies; [Jake] Durflinger’s been a good addition to their
team. On the backend, Carlile,
[Zach] Uens and [Zach] Vinnell
are three defensemen that would
be in the top four of any team in
Hockey East. Their speed gives
teams lots of fits, so we’re really
going to have to manage the puck
well.”

For the Huskies, the
biggest question mark
will be whether they can
keep up the momentum
from last week’s game,
which had numerous
moments of brilliance
from different contributors. If they can keep
that up, then UConn
should be in prime
shape to pull out a
few victories.
The UConn player to watch will be
Ryan
Tverberg.
The
sophomore
out of Ontario was
recently
selected to attend the
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something
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will be important.
first year I root for Canada.”
Tverberg’s efforts will be much
Cavanaugh
said,
“We’re
“Obviously it’s a big opportuni- needed this weekend when the
thrilled. It’s such an honor since ty and I’m ecstatic,” Tverberg said. Huskies take play Friday at 7 p.m.
there’s only three college kids that “To go to Canada’s camp, it’s great. on CollegeSportsLive.com and
were selected into that camp. It They’ve just got a winning tradi- again on Saturday at 3:05 p.m. on
says a lot about his development tion, a tradition of being the best, NESN+.

Swimming and Diving:
Taking on SCSU

by Ajeeth Vellore
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ajeeth.vellore@uconn.edu

UConn men’s and women’s swimming and diving defeat Southern
Connecticut State University in the Wolff-Zackin Natatorium on Oct. 6,
2019. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO AND VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

After a well-earned break for the
UConn swimming and diving team,
it will take on Southern Connecticut
State University this Friday, Dec. 4,
at the Wolff-Zackin Natatorium in
Storrs. The team hopes to ride the
momentum it established before
Thanksgiving break, when it took
third in the Bucknell Invitational in
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, behind
only Towson University and Bucknell University.
The big stars of that meet were
Niahm Hofland and Maggie Donlevy, who both shone throughout the
event. Hofland swam Big East Conference-best times in the 1650-yard
freestyle and the 500-yard freestyle,

showing her poise in the endurance
events. Meanwhile, Donlevy proved
to be an A-team swimmer, anchoring
UConn’s best relay teams and placing
highly in individual events.
The visitor, Southern Connecticut State University, has had a very
rough start to their season. Their record to start this season is 0-3-1, with
no Northeast-10 conference play yet.
They started their season with two
losses in a tri-meet in West Chester,
Pennsylvania to West Chester University (212-74) and Shippensburg
University (143-133). They followed
that with a 149-149 tie with Worcester
Polytechnic University in Worcester, Massachusetts and a 193-95 loss
to Iona College. If that wasn’t disappointing enough, the SCSU Owls finished third in the Fairfield Invitation-

al, placing ahead of only Manhattan
College, and behind Fairfield University and Sacred Heart University.
The Owls come into this meet with
the hopes of performing better than
they have this year, and perhaps with
some luck and strong swimming, defeating the Huskies.
The Huskies take on the SCSU
Owls for the first time since 2019.
UConn took the last match, 153-107, in
a decisive victory. In fact, the Huskies
haven’t lost to the Owls since 2016.
Given the history of the matchup,
the Huskies are expected to dominate
the Owls on Friday. The Huskies can
use this as a get-right meet, focusing
on their fundamentals and getting
into top-level form on their way to a
well-earned win that might help set
up the rest of their season.
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MEN’S
SOCCER:
COACHING LEGEND RAY REID TO
RETIRE AFTER 25 SEASONS
by Cole Stefan

STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

The UConn men’s soccer head
coach Ray Reid has announced
his retirement effective immediately, as first reported by UConn
Athletics.
In 25 years as head coach of
the Huskies, Reid went 318-13965, winning 61% of his matches.
Reid led the Huskies to the 2000
national title, 18 NCAA tournament appearances, nine Big East
Regular Season titles, four Big
East Tournament titles and seven
NCAA quarterfinal appearances.
Reid’s Huskies were dominant
both in the regular season and
the post-season. During his tenure, the Huskies went 24-12-7 in
NCAA Tournament play, which
includes going 2-1 between the
1999 and 2000 College Cups.
Following a collegiate career
which saw him become a threeyear starter and two-year captain
for Southern Connecticut State,
Reid went into the coaching universe. He started as an assistant
to Bob Dikranian at SoCon from
1983-1988 with a national title
in 1987 to boot. In 1989, he was
named as the successor and that’s
when things took off.
Reid led the Owls to national
titles in 1990, 1992, and 1995 and
a No. 1 ranking in NCAA-Division
II rankings in 1996 at the end of
the season. Reid finished his SoCon career with a record of 13210-14.

Over his entire coaching career, Reid won 457 games, the
second-most all-time among all
coaches at four-year institutions
who coached five or more years
in Division I soccer. In total, Reid
was also a four-time national
champion and four-time National
Coach of the Year.
Reid turned players into professionals in Storrs. 17 of his players
were All-Americans, six of whom
were First Team All-Americans.
46 of his players went on to be
drafted into Major League Soccer, 16 of whom were first-round
picks.
The Huskies produced three
first overall picks in the MLS superdraft during his time: Chris
Gbandi (2002), two-time Goaltender of the Year Andre Blake (2014)
and Cyle Larin (2015). The selections of Blake and Larin mark the
only time in which a school has
produced a first overall pick in
back-to-back seasons.
Most recently, Reid coached
freshman
midfielder
Mateo
Leveque to the 2021 Big East
Freshman of the Year award and
to a spot on the All-Big East Third
Team. Reid and his team drove
attendance at Joseph J. Morrone
Stadium, with the Huskies finishing No. 1 in regular season attendance in 2021.
Despite the average records of
the men’s soccer team the past
few seasons, that was not a factor in his retirement. In a press
statement released by Reid, he
cited how his “mother and father

UConn freshman midfielder Kai Griese inbounds the ball during a game where the Huskies lost to Xavier
Univeristy 1-2 during a rainy evening in Morrone Stadium, Oct. 30, 2021. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO AND VIDEO
EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

continue to experience health
challenges and I want to be there
for them as much as possible.”
Reid took a personal leave of absence back in March during the
abridged 2021 spring season,
leaving the head coaching position to associate head coach Mike
Miller.
“Reid is synonymous with
UConn men’s soccer and the

program’s tremendous achievements over the last 25 years can
be directly attributed to coach
Reid’s dedication, expertise and
passion.” Athletic Director David Benedict said. “He has made
a positive impact on the lives of
hundreds of student-athletes,
and I wish he and his family all
my best.”
With no successor named from

within the program, the national
search for a new head coach will
commence immediately.
“UConn Nation has always been
good to me and our student-athletes,” Reid said in his outgoing
statement. “I want to thank everyone, including administrators,
support staff and facilities staff,
who have worked tirelessly to
benefit UConn men’s soccer.”

Women’s Hockey: UConn battles Holy
Cross in last games of 2021
by Jacob Sondik
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

After a mixed weekend hosting
the Nutmeg Classic, which saw it
win one matchup and lose the next,
the UConn women’s hockey team
will look to end 2021 on a high note
as it takes on the Holy Cross Crusaders in a home-and-home
matchup this
week-

end. UConn defeated Sacred Heart
soundly last Friday before falling in
a tightly contested affair to Quinnipiac the following day, dropping the
game 2-3.
Holy Cross has struggled this season, losing all but two of their games
thus far, including a winless mark
on the road, sitting at 0-10. The Crusaders’ two victories came against
Franklin Pierce at
home
on

The Huskies suffer a shootout loss
against Providence after tying the
Friars 3-3 and forcing overtime play on Nov. 19 at the Mark Edward Freitas
Ice Forum, in Storrs. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Oct. 15, and against Boston University at home on Nov. 11. However, after
losing their second matchup against
BU and falling to Boston College,
Holy Cross will look to prevent another skid when they take on UConn this weekend.
The Crusaders are led by Mary
Edmonds and Darci Johal on
the offensive end, who lead the
team in points at marks of six
and five, respectively. Both Johal and Edmonds have ties to
Connecticut, with the former
attending St. Thomas More,
a prep school in Oakdale,
while the latter is a Fairfield native. Edmonds
is second on the
team in assists at
four, while Lily
Feeney
and
Emilie Fortunato have the
lead at five
apiece. Brynn
Saarela is the
team leader in
shots on goal
at 42, with Edmunds,
Feeney and Carlie
Magier following closely behind.
On defense,
Holy Cross is led
by the team of
Kailey Langefels,
Emma Lange, and
Vaia Graves, who
each have notched at
least 24 blocked shots
to help keep the Crusaders’ opponents off the
scoreboard as much as possible. The Connecticut ties are
evident on the defensive third of
the ice for Holy Cross as well, with
Langefels, a senior from Goshen,
making her homecoming this weekend as well.
In net, Jada Brenon anchored
down the ice for her Crusader squad, starting 10 out of the 14
games which Holy Cross has played
in so far. The senior from Pendleton,

The
Huskies
suffer a 3-2
loss against
Quinnipiac on Nov.
27 at the Freitas Ice
Forum in Storrs, losing
the 2021 Nutmeg Classic championship game. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

New York has saved 305 shots on
the year, notching a save percentage
just below 90%. Brenon has shared
goalkeeping duties with Madison
Beck, who has started in the other
four games, saving 155 shots of her
own in six total appearances, at a
save percentage of about 92%. In
both Holy Cross victories, Brenon
and Beck have each recorded a shutout, successfully giving the offense
chances to earn rare victories for the
Crusaders.
The key for the Huskies is to strike
early and often, avoiding the early

goal deficit that put them behind for
good against Quinnipiac and in their
other losses this season. UConn will
look to end their games in 2021 on
a high note, which can carry over
momentum into the new year, coming back from break to take on the
Vermont Catamounts in a two game
series.
UConn will welcome Holy Cross
at 6:30 p.m. on Friday night at Freitas Ice Forum in Storrs, before hitting
the road and traveling to Worcester,
Massachusetts to face the Crusaders
on Saturday at 1:00 p.m.
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SET TO FACE SETON HALL AND NOTRE DAME
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

This weekend, the UConn
women’s basketball team will
take on two opponents. First, on
Friday, it’ll be facing off against
Seton Hall. Then, it’ll come back
to Connecticut for a matchup
against No. 25 Notre Dame in its
first home game since Nov. 14.
In both games, UConn will be
missing freshman Azzi Fudd.
The No. 1 pickup coming into this
year is dealing with a foot injury.
This week, coach Geno Auriemma said Fudd has been battling
the “beginning of a stress reaction” in her foot. Auriemma went
on to say, “It’s a long season, and
even more importantly, it’s a long
career for her,” explaining why
Fudd will be out for at least the

next two weeks.
But still, without Fudd, who
has only seen limited time so
far this season, the UConn Huskies look strong headed into this
weekend. They’re ranked second
behind South Carolina, who beat
them by 16 a week and a half ago,
while Seton Hall isn’t ranked at
all.
Seton Hall is the team’s first
Big East matchup of the year,
but they’re also a sort of test for
the Huskies. On paper, the game
should not be close; Seton Hall is
sitting at 3-2 with losses to Fordham and the University of Southern California, neither of which
are considered favorites for the
NCAA championship this year.
Their wins, meanwhile, come
over opponents like Mount Saint
Mary, Lehigh and Toledo, who

they beat in their last game on
Nov. 26. A 3-2 record isn’t bad but
the teams this Seton Hall roster
has played are not the same as the
ones UConn has, which includes
teams like the now No. 22 University of South Florida and South
Carolina.
So far this season Seton Hall’s
best player has been junior Lauren Park-Lane, who sits at 19
points per game. Park-Lane has
averaged over 39 minutes a game,
the same as teammate Andra Espinoza-Hunter, and has been a
big part of the three wins Seton
Hall has so far.
Espinoza-Hunter
has
also
been strong, with an average of
18.2 points per game and 23 of 26
free throws made for an average
of 88.5%. These two players will
have to be exceptional if Seton

Hall wants to overcome the Huskies — especially with UConn’s
star player Paige Bueckers, who
currently averages 36 minutes a
game with an average of over 20
points per game.
The second game of the weekend, the home matchup with
Notre Dame, seems the more interesting one. Notre Dame is currently ranked No. 25 but is 6-1,
with their only loss coming in a
close contest versus Georgia on
the Nov. 26.
Notre Dame has looked pretty
good in most of their wins, five
of which were by a margin of at
least 20 points, including the
exhibition game against Emporia State. The one loss to No. 20
Georgia was in overtime by just
four points. And while Notre
Dame hasn’t been playing teams

like South Carolina, they almost
beat Georgia and did beat Oregon
State, both of whom are ranked.
Notre Dame isn’t in a position
to challenge UConn, who is currently tied for No. 2 with North
Carolina State. But how this game
goes could end up meaning more
than the final score alone; if it’s
a close contest for the Huskies,
it’s pretty much a failure. This is
a team more than twenty spots
below them in the rankings, who
they should, by all preseason accounts, be able to beat.
After this weekend’s games, we
might have a better idea of what
both UConn and Notre Dame can
accomplish this season. This isn’t
the first test for UConn, but it’s
only fans’ second chance to see
the team in a real home game this
season.

Men’s Basketball: No. 17 Huskies host Grambling State Tigers
After a too-close-for-comfort
XL Center win over the Maryland-Eastern Shore Hawks, the
No. 17 UConn men’s basketball
team is back on campus at Gampel
Pavilion on Saturday, as it is slated to take on the Grambling State
Tigers.
UConn (7-1, 0-0 Big East) has
been successful thus far this year
in their non-conference stretch of
games, but have faltered somewhat as of late. After a big win
against ranked Auburn, the Huskies lost a close four-point game to
Michigan State in the Battle 4 Atlantis semifinal and squeaked by
with single-digit wins over both
VCU and UMES, teams ranked
No. 93 and No. 347 in the nation,
according to the Kenpom ratings,
respectively. They hope to build
some momentum in this game before taking on a tough West Virginia team on the road next week.

The injury bug seems to have
hit Connecticut, as guard Tyrese
Martin missed Tuesday’s game
with a wrist sprain and an avulsion fracture and will be out for
the next two to four weeks. This
is a big loss for the team, as Martin averaged 12.9 points and 7.7
rebounds in his first seven games
this season.
“Tyrese is a heart-and-soul guy.
There’s four indispensable guys
for us here … Tyrese and Isaiah
[Whaley] are tone setters with
the force and the physicality and
the athleticism,” coach Dan Hurley said on Tuesday. He added,
“That’s a problem, but I’ve talked about our program depth for
a long time, so there’s no excuses
for any of these games moving forward.”
The verdict is still not out on
sophomore big man Adama Sanogo’s injury, who left the game
against UMES with a lower abdominal issue, though it is expected he will return this upcoming

game or next. The Big East Player
of the Week is the team’s second
leading scorer and is an absolutely
dominating presence in the paint.
With two injured starters, more
players will have to step up for
the Huskies. Enter guard RJ Cole,
the hero of Tuesday’s game. The
graduate student has put up 24 or
more points in three of the team’s
last four games and really made
an impact in Martin’s absence on
Tuesday, going 8-for-16 with five
rebounds, four assists, a block and
a steal. But he can’t be the only one
to take charge through adversity.
So who else can help get the
job done? In Martin’s place this
next game, it will likely be freshman Jordan Hawkins again, who
struggled early but showed flashes in his first collegiate start. The
sharpshooter is definitely inconsistent — as most rookies are —
but is gaining valuable experience
with every game. Big man Akok
Akok should see more minutes
if Sanogo is out or limited, as he
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State and Texas Tech, they’ve
dropped some blowout stinkers
to teams like Grand Canyon and
New Mexico. The HBCU’s two
wins came last week against Louisiana Christian and Morgan State.
The Tigers currently rank No. 329
in the country out of 358 Division
I programs in the Kenpom ratings.
The Tigers are led this year
by a three-headed attack in the
form of Danya Kingsby, Cameron
Christon and AJ Taylor, the top
three scorers with 13.3, 12.6 and
11.1 points per game, respectively.
Taylor, a junior forward, is a force
down low as he has tallied 6.9 rebounds per game and has 11 total
blocks on the year — both best on
the team. Big East Co-Defensive
Player of the Year Isaiah Whaley
will have to stay on his toes if he
wants to contain Taylor’s presence.
Tipoff for the game is set for 4
p.m. at Gampel Pavilion in Storrs.
The game will be broadcast live on
FS2.

1230am The BUZZ

Women’s Ice Hockey, Friday,
6:30 p.m. Storrs, CT

vs.
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barely saw the court Tuesday
due to Maryland-Eastern Shore’s
small-ball lineup. Junior Jalen
Gaffney, a rare bright spot on
Tuesday, should continue to bring
his energy from off the bench. Last
game, he had a team-best plus-minus of 15.
Lastly, the injuries could mean
we see the emergence of more
freshmen. Since bringing in the
tenth best recruiting class this
year, the only player who has seen
quality minutes thus far is Hawkins. Hurley has been set on his
“starting nine” guys, leaving Samson Johnson, Rahsool Diggins and
Richie Springs on the bench. With
four-star players waiting in the
wings for their chance to play, it
will be interesting to see how Hurley intends on using them while
Martin and possibly Sanogo are
out.
Grambling State (2-5, 0-0
SWAC) has had a rough start to
the season. While they’ve faced
some good competition in Iowa

vs.
Men’s Ice Hockey, 7 p.m.
North Andover, MA

@uconnhuskies

THANK YOU, UConn Nation! You made this
year’s #GivingTuesday our most successful
yet.
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INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

by Jonathan Synott

@thebuzzcincy
UConn’s Azzi Fudd Becomes The
1st Athlete Signed To Steph Curry’s
SC30 Inc. Brand
Chris Licata

@Licatacs
I am once again asking UConn to
start its own bowl game in New
Haven
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

