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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*82

as of 8:47 p.m. on Dec. 8

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)27

*positive test results

89 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 87 Cumulative

Staff Cases*

Connecticut hoping to use former 
Mansfield prison site for high school

MANSFIELD, Conn. (AP) — 
State officials are working on a 
plan that would transform the 
site of a former prison into a 
technical high school.

The University of Connecticut, 
which had taken control of the 
former Bergin Correctional In-
stitution in Mansfield in 2015, on 
Wednesday transferred the 35-
acre site and 25 adjoining acres 
back to the state Office of Policy 
and Management.

Paul Hinsch, the state's policy 

director for asset management, 
said officials have been search-
ing for an adequate site to replace 
the old Windham Technical High 
School for over a decade.

The site of the former prison 
could work, he said, because it al-
ready has infrastructure such as 
sewer and water hookups and the 
needed land for athletic fields.

The prison, built in 1988, was 
closed in 2011 as the state's in-
mate population declined. UCo-
nn took control of the site, hop-

ing to use it as a centralized food 
service facility, Hinsch said. 
But that venture was eventually 
deemed too costly and the site 
has only been used for park-
ing during nearby construction 
projects, he said.

The plan to build a high school 
on the site is still in its prelim-
inary stages and the cost and 
timeframe have not been final-
ized, he said.

No matter what happens to the 
site, the existing prison buildings 

would be torn down and no stu-
dents will ever serve detention in 
a former prison cell, he said.

If the site is not used for a high 
school, UConn will get it back in 
five years, he said.

“It's really a win-win if we can 
do this, because UConn and the 
technical high schools already 
have an existing agricultural re-
lationship and those agricultur-
al fields are right behind where 
this potential school could go," 
he said.

If the site is 
not used for 
a high school, 
UConn will 
get it back 
in five years.

Razor wire surrounds the former Bergin Correctional Institution in Mansfield, Conn. on Nov. 27, 2012. State officials are working on a plan that would transform the site of a for-
mer prison into a technical high school. The University of Connecticut on Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021, transferred the property back to the state Office of Policy and Management. 
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On Thursday, Oct. 28, Con-
necticut announced their 2022 
teacher of the year: Mansfield 
art teacher, Kim King. 

King is an art teacher at both the 
Southeast Elementary School and 
the Annie E. Vinton School.  She 
teaches Pre-K to 4th grade stu-
dents and has been teaching for 
the last six years in the town of 
Mansfi eld, according to Eyewit-
ness News 3.  

Charlene Russell-Tucker, Conn. 
education commissioner, Conn. 
Gov. Ned Lamont and other of-
fi cials delivered the news of the 
award to King. 

“Ms. King embodies so many of 
the qualities that delivers success 
in our schools, and her colleagues 
in Mansfield Public Schools have 
been singing her praises,” Lam-
ont said. 

The Conn. teacher of the year 
program was started in 1952 and 
has continued to award a teach-
er from the state every year since 

then, according to CT.gov. Rus-
sell-Tucker said she was pleased to 
announce the award to King after 
being able to recognize her mission 
within her position and apprecia-
tion for her students. 

“Her students are privileged to 
learn under the guidance of not 
only such a talented artist and ed-
ucator, but a lifelong learner who 
demonstrates the very love for 
discovery that we hope to instill in 
our students,” Russell-Tucker said 
to Eyewitness News 3. 

The program allows teachers 
across the states to have incentive 
to perform well and continue to 
maintain high standards of teach-
ing in Connecticut. To be eligible 
for the award, nominees must sub-
mit an application, teach with a 
Conn. certifi cate with an endorse-
ment and work with their students 
directly at least half of the time, ac-
cording to CT.gov. 

Lauren Rodriguez, the principal 
of Southeast Elementary School, 
said she was pleased to represent 
King and her award after seeing 
fi rst-hand how she is able to work 

and connect with her students in 
the classroom. 

“Our children love her because 
they know how much she cares 
about them. They also trust that 
she will help them create their best 
work – work that shows students’ 
individuality and creative spark,” 
Rodriguez said to Eyewitness 3 
News. “This is one of the many 
reasons we value and support the 
arts in our schools.” 

The Conn. teacher of the year 
award is highly praised due to the 
number of applications and selec-
tion process. 

Lamont said receiving this 
award is a great accomplishment 
and shows the excellence of each 
recipient as well as their ability to 
connect with students and excel at 
their job. 

“We owe so much of the success 
that happens in our communities 
to the generous teachers who have 
dedicated themselves to this noble 
profession,” Lamont said. “I thank 
Ms. King and every teacher in 
Connecticut for what they provide 
our schools each and every day.” 

by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

Mansfield teacher awarded 2022 
teacher of the year

Kim King smiles in front of pieces of butterfly art. On Oct. 28, King, 
an elementary school art teacher in Mansfield learned she was 
the 2022 Connecticut teacher of the year. 
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Prosecutor: Former Minneapolis officer Kim Potter 
‘failed’ Daunte Wright; defense calls it a mistake

Above: A lone demonstrator sits on a cement barrier with a Daunte Wright poster, 
Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021, outside the Hennepin County Government Center in Minneap-
olis as jury selection enters the third day for former suburban Minneapolis police 
officer Kim Potter. Potter, who is white, is charged with manslaughter in the April 11, 
2021 shooting of Wright, a 20-year-old Black motorist, following a traffic stop.
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Below: The memorial site for Daunte Wright sits covered in snow on Wednesday, Dec. 
8, 2021, in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota as opening statements begin in the trial for 
former police officer Kim Potter.
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A suburban Min-
neapolis police offi  cer who said she mis-
takenly drew her gun instead of her Taser 
when she fatally shot Black motorist Daunte 
Wright went on trial on manslaughter 
charges Wednesday, with a prosecutor say-
ing Kim Potter had been trained how to avoid 
such deadly mix-ups but still got it wrong.

Potter’s lawyer, though, argued that she 
made an error, saying, “Police offi  cers are hu-
man beings.” And he cast blame on Wright, 
saying all the 20-year-old had to do that day 
was surrender.

Potter, 49, killed Wright, who wasn't 
armed, during a traffi  c stop on April 11 in 
Brooklyn Center in a shooting that was re-
corded by her body camera. The white offi  cer 
resigned two days later.

Jurors saw video from officers' body 
cameras and the police car dashboard that 
showed Potter threatening to shoot Wright 
with a Taser as another officer tried to pull 
him out of his car. After she shot him with 
her gun, Potter can be heard saying “I just 
shot him. ... I grabbed the wrong (exple-
tive) gun!"

A car crash can be heard after Wright 
drives away and Potter — who defense attor-
ney Paul Engh said had never fi red her gun 
or Taser while on duty in her 26-year career 
— can be heard wailing uncontrollably after-
ward, “Oh my God. Oh my God!” before she 
crumples over.

Wright’s mother, Katie Bryant, testified 
about the moment she saw her son lying 
in his car after he'd been shot. She said she 
tried to contact him through a video call af-
ter losing an earlier phone connection, and 
a woman — presumably Wright's passen-
ger — answered and screamed, “They shot 
him!” and pointed the phone toward the 
driver’s seat.

"And my son was laying there. He was un-
responsive and he looked dead,” Bryant said 
through tears.

Video of the shooting was played repeat-
edly Wednesday. At one point, Potter wiped 
away tears, but rejected the off er of a tissue 
from her attorney.

A mostly white jury was seated last week 
in the case, which sparked angry demon-
strations outside the Brooklyn Center po-
lice station last spring just as former Min-
neapolis Officer Derek Chauvin was on trial 
just 10 miles (16 kilometers) away for killing 
George Floyd.

Engh told jurors that Potter made a mis-
take when she grabbed the wrong weapon 
and shot Wright after he attempted to drive 
away while she and other offi  cers were try-
ing to arrest him.

The charges don’t require proof that Potter 
intended to kill Wright, and prosecutor Erin 
Eldridge noted as much for the jury.

But Engh also told jurors that Potter 
would have been justifi ed in shooting Wright 
even if she had consciously chosen to draw 
her handgun, arguing that deadly force was 
warranted to protect her fellow offi  cers. He 
said police had reason to believe that Wright 
might have a gun and that one of the offi  cers 
had reached inside Wright’s car and was at 
risk of being dragged if Wright drove away.

In her opening statement, Eldridge told ju-
rors that Potter violated her extensive train-

ing — including on the risks of fi ring the 
wrong weapon — and “betrayed a 20-year-
old kid.”

“This is exactly what she had been trained 
for years to prevent,” Eldridge said. “But 
on April 11, she betrayed her badge and she 
failed Daunte Wright.”

Potter, who has told the court she will tes-
tify, was training a new offi  cer when they 
pulled Wright over for having expired li-
cense plate tags and an air freshener hanging 
from the rearview mirror.

The offi  cer Potter was training that day, 
Anthony Luckey, testifi ed that during the 
stop, he smelled marijuana and saw marijua-
na residue on the car's console. He also said 
Wright didn’t have a license and produced an 
expired proof of insurance that was under 
another person's name.

After discovering there was a warrant for 
Wright’s arrest on a weapons charge and a 
restraining order against Wright, Luckey 
said he was going to put Wright in handcuff s 
and check on the welfare of the woman in the 
car, and he asked Wright to get out.

But as Luckey tried to handcuff  him, 
Wright struggled out of the offi  cer's grip and 
got back into the car. Luckey said he was 
reaching into the car when he heard the gun-
shot, and that he then jumped back and saw 
Wright put the car in drive before it took off .

Prosecutors say Potter had extensive 
training, and it included an explicit warning 
about confusing a handgun with a Taser that 
also directed them “to learn the diff erences 
between their Taser and fi rearm to avoid 
such confusion.”

Eldridge told jurors that offi  cers are re-
quired to carry their Taser on their non-dom-
inant side and their fi rearm on their domi-
nant side. Potter carried her gun on her right 
and her Taser on her left, where it was in a 
“straight draw” position to be drawn with 
that left hand.

“The only weapon she draws with her 
right hand is her gun, not her Taser,” El-
dridge said.

She said Potter violated several depart-
ment policies, including one that says 
flight from an officer is not a good cause to 
use a Taser.

A jury of 14 people, including two white al-
ternates, is hearing hear the case. Nine of the 
12 jurors likely to deliberate are white, one is 
Black and two are Asian.

The most serious charge against Potter 
requires prosecutors to prove recklessness, 
while the lesser requires them to prove cul-
pable negligence. Minnesota’s sentencing 
guidelines call for a prison term of just over 
seven years on the fi rst-degree manslaughter 
count and four years on the second-degree 
one. Prosecutors have said they will seek a 
longer sentence.

A few dozen protesters gathered outside 
the courthouse Wednesday evening for a 
short march, with several family members of 
Black men killed by police — including Jacob 
Blake’s father and George Floyd’s girlfriend, 
among others — calling for justice for Wright 
in the form of a conviction.

“If she was a woman of honor, she would 
have admitted her guilt and faced the con-
sequences,” Courteney Ross, Floyd’s girl-
friend, said of Potter.
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(AP) — A former cadet who 
was expelled from the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy after becom-
ing a father filed a federal law-
suit Wednesday challenging the 
school's policy that prohibits stu-
dents from being parents.

Isaak Olson was two months 
from graduating from the academy 
in 2014 with a degree in mechani-
cal engineering and a commission 
as an officer when he disclosed that 
his fiancee had given birth to their 
first child several months earlier, 
according the lawsuit filed in U.S. 
District Court in Connecticut.

The academy expelled Olson 
under a regulation that requires 
cadets to either resign or be 
“disenrolled” if they incur a “pa-
rental obligation” from a preg-
nancy over 14 weeks, according 
to the lawsuit.

“The decision to become a par-
ent is deeply personal, and no 
school or job should be able to in-
terfere with that choice,” Elana 
Bildner, an ACLU of Connecticut 
staff attorney representing Ol-
son, said in a statement. “The U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy’s archaic 
regulation, which forces cadets to 
choose between parenthood and 
their degrees, has been morally 
wrong and unconstitutional since 
its inception.”

The ban was introduced in the late 
1970s, just after the academy began 

admitting women, Bildner said.
“It is likely no accident that the 

academy instituted its arcane ban 
on parenthood only after it began 
admitting women,” she said. "This 
policy has no place in Connecticut 
or elsewhere, and it must end.”

Messages were left Wednesday 
seeking comment from both the 
school and the Coast Guard.

Olson learned of his fiancee's 
pregnancy in April of his junior 
year, according to the lawsuit. 
She decided not to have an abor-
tion and he decided not to resign 
because that would have meant 
allowing the academy to recoup 
the cost of his education, estimat-
ed at up to $500,000, according to 
the lawsuit.

His fiancee gave birth in August 
2013. Olson disclosed that he had 
a child on a duty screening appli-
cation in March 2014, which was 
the first time he had been asked 
about dependents, according to 
the lawsuit.

The couple, in an effort to resolve 
the matter and allow him to gradu-
ate, had Olson's parental rights ter-
minated, according to his attorneys. 

The couple is now married with two 
children, according to the lawsuit.

He was never given a hearing 
and was “disenrolled” from the 
academy, according to the law-
suit. He decided to sue after going 
through a lengthy administrative 
process in a effort to get his status 
restored, Bildner said.

Olson enlisted in the Coast Guard 
shortly after his expulsion and is 
currently an aviation maintenance 
technician stationed in Alaska. He 
is seeking his commission and back 
pay as part of the lawsuit. The acad-
emy ultimately did not seek to re-
coup the cost of his education.

Olson and his family receive 
about $3,000 less per month than 
they would have if he had been 
granted his commission as an offi-
cer, according to the lawsuit.

The case is expected to have im-
plications at other service acade-
mies, which have similar policies, 
according to the ACLU.

“We believe such bans are wrong 

for every military service academy 
and that the academies should 
strike them from their regula-
tions," said Linda Morris, a staff 
attorney with the ACLU Women’s 
Rights Project.

A bill introduced in the U.S. 
Senate this summer by Sen. Ted 
Cruz, a Texas Republican, and 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, a New 
York Democrat, would mandate an 
end to policies that force students 
in military academies to withdraw 
or give up their children if they be-
come pregnant.

“This policy is unfair, antiquat-
ed and unacceptable,” Cruz said at 
the time.

Under the bill, military acade-
mies would treat pregnancies in 
line with the rest of the military.

Expelled 
Coast 
Guard 
cadet 
sues over 
policy 
banning 
parents

Cadets stand as President Joe Biden arrives to speak at the commencement for the United States Coast Guard Academy in New London, 
Conn., on May 19, 2021. A former cadet, not pictured, who was expelled from the Coast Guard after becoming a father is challenging the 
school’s policy that prohibits students from being parents in federal court. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW HARNIK/AP

Remains of US soldier from Connecticut killed 
in Korean War identified

This undated photo, provided by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021, shows U.S. Army Cpl. Benjamin 
Bazzell, 18, of Seymour, Conn., killed during the Korean War. The 
remains of Bazzell and other soldiers were turned over by North 
Korea to the U.S. in 2018 following a meeting between then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY VIA AP

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Bev-
erly Guliuzza was overcome with 
a mix of shock, sadness and relief 
when military officials told her 
they had identified the remains of 
her brother, Benjamin Bazzell, an 
Army corporal who went missing 
in action during the Korean War in 
1950 when she was just 12.

The notification to Guliuzza, now 
84 and living with family in Everett, 
Washington, came last year, seven 
decades after she had last seen her 
older brother in their hometown of 
Seymour, Connecticut. The iden-

tification was publicly announced 
Tuesday by the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, an arm of the 
U.S. Defense Department.

“When I found out all of this, 
it was just very sad but also very 
thankful that there was closure 
because it had always been miss-
ing in action and we never knew," 
Guliuzza said in a phone interview 
Wednesday. “When someone is 
reported missing in action it’s like 
you’re in limbo. My mom never got 
to have closure.”

Bazzell was only 18 when he was 
killed on Nov. 30, 1950, when enemy 
forces attacked his unit in North 
Korea near the Chosin Reservoir, 
military officials say. He served 
with the 57th Field Artillery Battal-
ion, 7th Infantry Division.

His body could not be recovered 
after the battle and remained miss-
ing until 2018, when North Korea 
gave the U.S. 55 boxes purportedly 
containing the remains of Ameri-
can service members killed during 
the Korean War. The exchange hap-
pened after then-President Don-
ald Trump met with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un.

Military officials say they used 
DNA and anthropological tests, 
as well as reviewed circumstantial 
evidence, to identify Bazzell and 
76 other missing service members 
whose remains were in the boxes.

More than 7,500 Americans re-
main unaccounted for from the 
Korean War. The military has iden-
tified the remains of more than 
600 Americans who went missing 
during the war and returned their 
bodies to their families since 1982, 
officials say.

Bazzell was among more than 
1,000 U.S. soldiers and Marines 
killed in the fighting near the 
Chosin Reservoir from the end 
of November to mid-December 
in 1950, according to the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency. 
They were among a United Nations 
force of about 30,000 soldiers and 
Marines that was overwhelmed by 
an estimated 120,000 Chinese sol-
diers who flooded into North Korea 
during the war, the agency says.

Guliuzza has warm memories of 
her brother, who was nicknamed 
Benny. She said he was “just a 
sweet, sweet boy" who would wake 
her up late at night when he got 
home from his bowling alley job to 
tell her he had candy.

She said he voluntarily enlisted 
in the Army to the dismay of their 
mother, Helen Bazzell, who was nev-
er the same after he went missing.

“The effect on my mother 
was horrible,” Guliuzza said. “It 
changed the rest of her life. ... My 

mom used to be a happy person, 
and I remember she was always 
whistling. She stopped. She became 
kind of obsessed with trying to 
found out more information from 
the Army. Mom never gave up, nev-

er. She always felt that he would be 
coming home."

Guliuzza said her brother will be 
buried at Tahoma National Cem-
etery in Kent, Washington. A date 
has not been set.

More 
than 7,500 
Americans 
remain 
unaccounted 
for from the 
Korean War.

“The decision to 
become a parent is 

deeply personal, and 
no school or job should 

be able to interfere 
with that choice ... 

The U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy’s archaic 
regulation, which 

forces cadets to choose 
between parenthood 

and their degrees, has 
been morally wrong and 

unconstitutional since 
its inception.”

ELANA BILDNER “This policy is unfair, 
antiquated and 
unacceptable.”

SEN. TED CRUZ
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We need more diversity in the model industry

Yale Daily News anti-mask article is absolutely ridiculous.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.
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“You look like a model.” This is a 
phrase that’s thrown around often. 
But, what does looking like a model 
mean? Does it simply mean someone 
is pretty or attractive, but isn’t that 
in the eye of the beholder? Or, does it 
mean that someone is close to fitting 
the unrealistic beauty standards we 
have set? Most of us have encountered 
the pressures of Eurocentric beauty 
standards in our lives. We have seen 
them in magazines, in commercials 
and, of course, online. 

Before writing this article, I had 
the chance to interview Rachel Went-
worth, the co-owner of the lingerie 
store Forty Winks. Forty Winks does 
things a bit differently. Not only do 
they ensure that fitting for undergar-
ments is a comfortable experience, 
but they also have, on their website, 
something called “The Middle Lay-
er.” On this page, women of all differ-
ent sizes take pictures in lingerie and 
model it. The page includes larger and 
more petite people, as well as people 
of color and pregnant women. Went-
worth believes diversity is important 
because without it, they wouldn’t be 
representing their customers: those 
who fall beyond the “thin, tradition-
ally female, skinny women who [often 
model] lingerie.” It is essential that we 
look at the importance of representa-
tion, especially in an environment that 
people already feel so vulnerable in. 

However, since so many different 
body types exist, “inclusivity isn’t 
entirely possible,” Wentworth says. 
Wentworth says on inclusivity: “That 
word gets thrown around. Brands 
use it in a way that doesn’t ultimately 
feel sincere.” While it is unfortunate 
that not everyone can be represent-

ed, “showing the depth of the human 
race” should be a priority, according to 
Wentworth. Certain groups, specifi-
cally transgender people and people 
with disabilities, for example, are ex-
tremely underrepresented and should 
get a lot more space in the industry. 

Transgender people are underrep-
resented when it comes to the model 
industry. Not only is diversity import-
ant in terms of shape and size, but also 
regarding race and gender identity. 
There are men who have breasts and 
women who don’t, for example. It is 
hard, especially with gender dyspho-
ria, to shop for an item that society 
claims is “meant for” a gender that you 
don’t identify with. When it comes to 
modeling, being trans-inclusive  is 
extremely important because, once 
again, representing everyone should 
be the goal of advertisement. 

I don’t think I have ever seen a 
model in a wheelchair. People with 
disabilities rarely get a platform. 
This goes to show that even brands 
that claim they are inclusive still 
don’t truly represent everyone. 
Unfortunately, representing ev-
eryone can be hard to do because 
as Wentworth says, everyone has 
a different body, but we must still 
work to be as inclusive as we can. 
Brands should try to represent real 
people, not just one image of the 

perfect person. 
Photoshopping can also set an un-

realistic standard when it comes to 
body image. Seeing a body that has 
been heavily photoshopped may 
make customers try to achieve that 
unrealistic expectation.  

“I don’t need to see a perfect body, 
I don’t have a perfect body, none of us 
have a perfect body,” says Wentworth. 
The unattainable goal of having a 
“perfect body” is one that is damaging 
our society more and more.“People 
feel bad about their bodies because of 
capitalism and because of what is pre-
sented as the ideal. But there is no ide-
al. People are on different nonlinear 
timelines with their bodies.” Went-
worth thinks “brands should meet 
people where they are.”  

Companies thrive off of making 

people — especially women — feel bad 
about themselves. But, the point of a 
company is to be the right fit for the 
customer, not the other way around. 

Whenever I am online shopping, I 
scroll through pages and pages look-
ing at bodies that don’t match mine 
— and never will. However, since all 
of the models’ bodies match, my first 
thought is that my body is the one 
that’s “wrong.” With more diversity in 
this industry, more and more people 
will feel represented and will feel like 
they “look like a model.”   

As Rachel Wentworth states, “[We 
must normalize] body hair, cellulite, 
things that are part of [the] human ex-
perience but stigmatized by a culture 
that doesn’t care about health, mental 
or physical, but only about capitalism.”

by Kimia Monzavi
CONTRIBUTOR
kimia.monzavi@uconn.edu

ILLUSTRATION BY CARLIE KUBISEK, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The majority of students enrolled in ter-
tiary education in Connecticut are subject-
ed to mask mandates. Masks have proven 
contentious across the nation, and Con-
necticut has proven to be no exception. In 
this very newspaper, Carson Swick offered 
an argument averse to masks, sparking 
controversy and counterarguments, most 
notably one from an anonymous Reddit 
user. 

Meanwhile, over at the student-run 
newspaper of Yale University, a student 
named Jack Barker wrote an article argu-
ing the same point as Swick, but his argu-
ment has not been challenged. Therefore, 
I’d like to repudiate Barker’s arguments. 
Barker also charges the Yale administra-
tion with hypocrisy at points, and I cannot 
adequately respond to that as I have not 
been to Yale since 2017. More notably, I do 
not feel compelled to defend the Yale ad-
ministration and would defer that task to 
anyone affiliated with the university. I fo-
cus solely on his attacks on masks, which 
make up a majority of his argument. Since 
the University of Connecticut has similar 
COVID-19 restrictions to Yale, this forum 
seems apt.  

Barker begins his argument with a cita-

tion of low COVID-19 cases and deaths in 
Connecticut (as well as Yale) and says that 
due to the lower numbers, COVID-19 “no 
longer represents a public health crisis for 
the Yale community.” Almost immediately, 
one should feel compelled to respond with, 
“Throwing out [COVID-19 health mea-
sures] when it has worked 
and is continuing to work 
to stop [COVID-19 cases 
from rising] is like throw-
ing away your umbrella 
in a rainstorm because 
you are not getting wet,” 
as used in the aforemen-
tioned Reddit response.  

Barker has the bur-
den of proving that these 
low cases and deaths are 
attributed solely to vac-
cinations and that other 
measures, such as masks, 
have nothing to do with 
it. Until he meets this 
burden, it’s erroneous to 
cite Connecticut’s low COVID-19 numbers 
as contributing to his argument and not 
against it, since Connecticut still has mask 
mandates in effect such as in schools, in-
stitutes of higher educations, government 
buildings and so forth. There is no evi-
dence by Barker that masks aren’t a factor 

in these ideal numbers.  
Barker’s most notable attack against 

masks is a charge that masks are a “moist 
breeding ground for bacteria” that harm 
professors’ health, but this attack is not 
backed by the facts. The ScienceDirect 
study he cites for this charge states, “These 

results demonstrated 
that double-layered SMs 
[surgical masks], which 
have higher filtration, 
could significantly re-
duce the surface contam-
ination [surface of the 
surgical masks] in oper-
ating work areas,” and 
recommend, “that sur-
geons must change his/
her mask in every opera-
tion interval.”  

In sum, the study is 
not saying masks are in-
herently harmful to one’s 
health or be disregarded 
en masse but that dou-

ble masking or wearing masks with high 
filtration is the best way to reduce creat-
ing a “moist breeding ground for bacteria” 
environment. If that fails, simply replac-
ing masks every two hours is sufficient. 
So, Barker should tell his professors to 
wear high filtration masks or replace their 

masks after every class, not to cease wear-
ing masks altogether.  

The study admits it is narrowly tailored 
to only the masks they used within the 
study and all other masks may lack this 
issue. The study says, “In addition, we 
also realise that there are likely numerous 
brands of masks that are made of different 
materials. Some of these might perform 
better than others in preventing microbial 
shed. Comparing specific brands of masks 
was beyond the scope of this study.” In 
other words, the study only dealt with one 
type of surgical mask and concedes all oth-
er masks with different materials may not 
have this issue. It is very plausible that one 
of the masks that lacks this issue is worn by 
Barker’s professor.  

This narrowness renders Barker’s state-
ment in which he says, “It’s been painful 
to see professors gasping for breath and 
squinting through foggy glasses as they 
speak for hours into what is a moist breed-
ing ground for bacteria,” utterly illogical. 
This study does not apply broadly to my 
mask, your mask or the mask of Bark-
er’s professor. If it did (which it explicitly 
doesn’t), the solution for Barker’s professor 
is to wear a mask with high-filtration or 
switch mask after every class, not to cease 
wearing masks altogether which the study 
does not argue for. This is ridiculous.

by Deven Pierre
CONTRIBUTOR
deven.pierre@uconn.edu

Barker’s most 
notable attack 
against masks 
is a charge that 

masks are a “moist 
breeding ground for 
bacteria” that harm 
professors’ health, 

but this attack is not 
backed by the facts.

“I don’t need to see a 
perfect body, I don’t 
have a perfect body, 
none of us have a 
perfect body.”
RACHEL WENTWORTH

“[We must 
normalize] body 

hair, cellulite, 
things that are 

part of [the] 
human experience 

but stigmatized 
by a culture that 

doesn’t care about 
health, mental or 

physical, but only 
about capitalism.”

RACHEL WENTWORTH

DYK? (Holidays edition)

Kwanzaa was created in 1966 to celebrate 
family, culture and heritage, and is modeled 
after the first harvest celebrations in Africa.

TEDDY ROOSEVELT BANNED CHRISTMAS 
TREES FROM THE WHITE HOUSE IN 1901.

FACTS COURTESY OF THEODYSSEYONLINE.COM

In ancient times, oil was used in the menorah. 
Over time, candles were substituted for oil.
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UConn Dance Company 
and UConn Ballet Company 
amaze at Jorgensen USG 

seeks to alleviate 
p er io d  p over ty 

w ith  its  new 
period box 
pro gr a m

by Joanne Biju
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
joanne.biju@uconn.edu

by Abigail Bonilla
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
abigail.bonilla@uconn.edu

On Tuesday, the UConn Dance 
Company and the UConn Ballet 
Company held their first show 
since the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Held at the Jorgensen 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
the night was filled with various 
energetic performances from 
the groups with a considerable 
audience turn out. The show 
followed all COVID-19 guide-
lines; dancers wore face shields 
and audience members in masks 
showed proof of vaccination or a 
negative test.  

The UConn Dance Company 
started the night with an intro-
duction from the group’s vice 
president, seventh-semester stu-
dent Rachel Guire. The group 
impressed the crowd with mul-
tiple dance numbers, including 
selections from popular songs 
by artists like Rihanna and Har-
ry Styles. The company chose a 
wide range of dance styles, from 
lyrical to acrobatics.  

While all the students in the 
dance company wowed the audi-
ence, one student stood out from 
the rest. Trevor Mazzei holds the 
title of sole male dancer in the 
UConn Dance Company. He had 
some featured solos throughout 
the night, and during the com-
pany’s performance of “Finesse” 
by Bruno Mars, even showcased 
some breakdancing moves. The 
entire company amazed the audi-
ence with their skill and rhythm.   

The UConn Dance Company 
also took an opportunity to show-

case a video during the perfor-
mance, featuring their planned 
dances of 2020. These perfor-
mances never made it to the 
stage because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The tribute featured 
a farewell to the company’s class 
of 2020 graduates who never got 
to perform in their final show. 
The video was an interesting 
insight into the dances we nev-
er saw and a touching tribute to 
the seniors whose time with the 
group was cut short.   

After a brief intermission, 

the next group was introduced. 
The president, student Angelia 
Prip, and vice president of the 
company, fifth-semester student 
Karolina Zimny, welcomed the 
audience to what we discovered 
was the company’s first show. 
The UConn Ballet Company was 
started by the pair, and their 
dedication was clearly evident on 
stage. The company performed 
various excerpts from the clas-
sic ballet, “The Nutcracker.” So-
los included Prip as the “Sugar 
Plum Fairy,” seventh-semester 
neurobiology student Dean-
na Pietrorazio as “Marzipan 
Queen,” fifth-semester political 
science student Bianca Spataro 
as “Snow Queen,” and first-se-
mester mechanical engineering 
student Lela Romeo as “Clara”. 
The show was a beautiful rendi-
tion of the Christmas classic.  

The show also featured an un-
usual face. Although not a danc-
er, Dr. Waldo Klein, professor 
at the UConn School of Social 
Work, graced the stage with 
his talents that night. Playing 
Clara’s godfather, “Herr Dross-
elmeyer,” his performance was 
a cameo that many UConn stu-
dents both on stage and in the 
audience enjoyed.  

While traditionally many 
dance shows are choreographed 
by professionals, the two com-
panies took this opportunity to 
showcase their students’ talents, 
with most of the night's dances 
featuring student choreography. 

Overall, the show was a look 
into the talent that these stu-
dents clearly possess. The show 
was a roaring success after a 
stagnant year, a great start to 
what will hopefully be a very 
successful comeback for both 
groups and an opportunity to 
show the UConn community just 
what they can do.  

In 2019, the student services 
committee of the Undergraduate 
Student Government launched 
Tampon Time, an initiative that 
installed free menstrual prod-
uct dispensers across campus. 
The program was halted due to 
COVID-19, but the student ser-
vices committee has been work-
ing to revamp the project this 
year, creating the Period Box 
Program.  

Spearheaded by Beatriz de 
Almeida, the student services 
deputy director and Makayla 
Dawkins, the sexual health and 
education advocacy coordinator, 
the program aims to increase ac-
cessibility and alleviate period 
poverty within the UConn com-
munity.  

“The vision behind this proj-
ect was to create something sim-
ilar to the GloveBox, in which 
students would be able to order 
their desired menstrual prod-
ucts online and receive them at 
their dorms on campus,” said de 
Almeida, a seventh-semester hu-
man rights and political science 
major.  

Students who sign up online 
before Dec. 15 will receive a six-
month supply of regular and su-
per-sized products available for 
pickup during the spring semes-
ter. Students can choose to re-
ceive tampons, pads or both, and 
have the option of adding a free 
menstrual cup to their box.  

According to de Almeida and 
Dawkins, the program requires 
great planning on the commit-
tee’s end. They conduct meet-
ings with other student organi-
zations, gauge interest based on 
Qualtrics survey questions and 
budget well in advance of the 
program’s launch.  

Part of the committee’s mission 
is to support local companies, as 
well as those that are women, BI-
POC and queer-owned. Products 
are sourced from The Honey Pot, 
Dot Cup and Payne & Comfort.  

“We take students' product 
preferences and attempt to cre-

ate partnerships with brands,” 
Dawkins, a fifth-semester gen-
der, sexuality and reproduction 
major, said. “When students 
pick up a box, they’re also asked 
to review products and this 
helps us with renewing partner-
ships with brands.”  

The student services commit-
tee also aims to push for sustain-
ability when it comes to men-
strual products. If selected by a 
student, the Period Box can come 
with a menstrual cup — a prod-
uct that can last up to ten years 
with proper care. Danna Tortal, 
another sexual health and edu-
cation advocacy coordinator for 
USG, emphasizes that there is no 
one best product; it’s important 
for students to have access to a 
variety of options. In the future, 
the committee plans to have a 
period underwear giveaway.  

“Period underwear is 
eco-friendly, sustainable and of-
ten more comfortable than other 
single-use menstrual products 
such as pads and tampons,” Tor-
tal, a human rights, molecular & 
cell biology and women’s, gen-
der and sexuality studies major, 
said.  

Students looking to get in-
volved in USG can join one of 
USG’s four committees, each fo-
cusing on a specific policy area. 
Alexis Charles, the student ser-
vices advocacy director, is re-
sponsible for advocating for stu-
dent quality of life.  

“Advocacy does not always 
look the same; committee mem-
bers may be meeting with ad-
ministrators to change policy, 
working with other groups on 
accessibility issues and/or host-
ing an event to connect students 
around campus,” said Charles, a 
seventh-semester women’s, gen-
der and sexuality studies and 
political science major.  

The Period Box Program is not 
the only thing USG has in store 
for the end of the semester; on 
Dec. 10, students can pick up 
a free care package from the li-
brary and will be able to print up 
to 15 pages for free until Dec. 19. 
Keep an eye on USG’s Instagram 
page to hear about future events 
and ways to participate!  

Students who sign up 
online before Dec. 15 

will receive a six-month 
supply of regular and 
super-sized products 
available for pickup 

during the spring 
semester. Students 

can choose to receive 
tampons, pads or both, 
and have the option of 

adding a free menstrual 
cup to their box.

Dancers from the University Dance Company perform in their an-
nual winter showcase on Tuesday, Dec. 7 at the Jorgensen Center 
for the Performing arts, for the first time since 2019. The show-
case featured dances that were choreographed by members of 
the dance company, and the company acknowledged the seniors 
from the past two years who were not able to participate in their 
final performances due to COVID-19.

PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn Ballet Company performs excerpts from “The Nut-
cracker” in their first performance on Tuesday, Dec. 7 at the Jor-
gensen Center for the Performing Arts. The company, founded in 
2020, was unable to perform in the past due to COVID-19 restric-
tions.

PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The student services 
committee also aims to 
push for sustainability 

when it comes to 
menstwrual products. 

If selected by a student, 
the Period Box can come 

with a menstrual cup 
— a product that can 

last up to ten years with 
proper care. 

The show was a 
roaring success after 

a stagnant year, a 
great start to what will 

hopefully be a very 
successful comeback 

for both groups and an 
opportunity to show 

the UConn community 
just what they can do.  
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It is officially the best 
time of the year. Christ-
mas lights are hung, hot 
cocoa is brewing, snow 

is falling and holiday movies are 
playing. I’m not kidding when 
I say that I have been look-
ing forward to December all 
year long. What’s better than 
turning on your favorite hol-
iday film to get into the jolly 
mood? Here are three of my 
favorite festive films that are 
guaranteed to do just that: 

The Holiday  

I must be living under a 
rock because the fi rst time 
I saw “The Holiday” was 
actually several weeks 

ago. Immediately, it be-
came my favorite holiday 

fi lm and one of my top fi ve 
favorite movies of all time. 
“The Holiday,” starring 
Cameron Diaz, Kate Wins-

let, Jack Black and Jude 
Law, takes the viewer on 
a romance whirlwind. 

After having zero luck 
in their respective love 
lives, Amanda (Diaz) 

a n d Iris (Winslet) decide 
to switch houses for several weeks. 
Amanda packs her bags and moves 
out of her luxurious LA home to 
settle down in Iris’s sweet English 
cottage, while Iris is introduced to 
the fabulous life of California so-
cialites. While I don’t want to give 
any spoilers away, let me just say 
that Graham (Jude Law) is very 
pleasing to the eye. And if you’re 
not a hopeless romantic like me,  
you defi nitely will be by the end 
of this fi lm. If there’s one thing 
you take away from reading this, it 
should be to 100% watch “The Hol-
iday” ASAP.  

Elf  

I wanted to throw in a Christ-
mas classic for good measure, and 
what’s better than “Elf” I’m sure 
you’ve all seen this movie, so I won’t 
go too in depth, but let me just say 
that it’s the epitome of Christmas 
spirit. Despite seeing the fi lm nu-
merous times, Buddy (Will Ferrell) 
always makes me laugh. Whether 
he’s sitting on Papa Elf’s (Bob Ne-
whart) lap or singing in the wom-
en’s bathroom, I fi nd myself gig-
gling uncontrollably. I also really 
enjoy the dynamic between Buddy 
and Michael (Daniel Tay). Michael 
accepts Buddy for who he is, de-
spite Buddy sticking out like a sore 
thumb. I fi nd their relationship to 
be very endearing and an excellent 
display of not judging a book by its 
cover.  

Eloise at Christmastime  

If you’re really in the mood to 
throw-it-back, then “Eloise at 
Christmastime” is the perfect 
choice. I love how Eloise films 
take place in New York City, spe-
cifically at the Plaza Hotel. As a 
resident of Connecticut, some of 
my fondest childhood memories 
are going to New York City with 
my family and looking at all of the 
Christmas lights and decorations. 
I remember watching Eloise when 
I was six years old and wanting to 
be just like her, living at the Plaza 
and celebrating Christmas with 
all of the employees. Not to men-
tion, the nanny is played by the 
legendary Julie Andrews, and she 
never disappoints.  

If you have any free time during 
finals, I highly recommend taking 
a study break and tuning into one 
of these films. Not only will they 
get you in the holiday spirit, but 
they will also tug on your heart 
strings. Now is the perfect time to 
grab a warm drink, get under the 
covers and enjoy!

(Above) Cameron Diaz and Jude Law star as the main love interests in ‘The Holi-
day’ (2006), a must see Christmas movie.

(Right) Buddy the Elf, played by the iconic Will Ferrell, is pictured snacking on 
spaghetti noodles mixed with M&M’s. His goofy demeanor makes ‘Elf’ a Christ-
mas classic and a family friendly comedy. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF IMBD
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Life Roundtable: Supreme Seasonal Song
Some people dread the fi rst notes 

of Mariah Carey hitting retail stores 
as soon as the holiday season starts 
— whether you think that starts 
after Halloween, after Thanksgiv-
ing or later in December — where-
as other people can’t wait to queue 
up holiday hits. Nonetheless, peo-
ple can’t deny the power of these 
seasonal songs to get them in the 
holiday spirit, regardless of how 
or what they celebrate. For the sec-
tion’s last roundtable of the semes-
ter, some Life writers present their 
favorite holiday songs. 

Hollie Lao, Life Editor
Music is a great unifier and can 

so successfully set the tone for an 
event, time of the year or piece of 
media. When I think of the holi-
days, my mind immediately goes 
to festive food; however, I recog-
nize that decoration, traditions 
and music equally play a role in 
seasonal ambiance. I honestly 
don’t mind how early people play 
holiday music, as long as it’s not 
too overplayed. That’s why I en-
joy the variety of songs on typical 
holiday playlists played during 
events, in public spaces or in the 
car with my family, whether the 
songs are classics like Judy Gar-
land’s “Have Yourself a Merry Lit-
tle Christmas” or recent releases 
like the Jonas Brothers’ “Like It’s 
Christmas.” 

Because of my general liking 
of seasonal songs, I honestly 
hadn’t thought much about what 

my favorite is until this round-
table. You can’t go wrong with 
Wham!’s “Last Christmas,” with 
its retro, chill beat and Pentato-
nix’s creative covers. I enjoy the 
pop originals that feel like clas-
sics at this point, like Mariah 
Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas 
is You” and Justin Bieber’s “Mis-
tletoe,” as well as pop covers like 
Ariana Grande’s “Santa Tell Me.” 
However, if I had to choose a sin-
gle song, I would present Taylor 
Swift’s “Christmas Tree Farm.” I 
love the upbeat, storytelling as-
pect that inspires the nostalgia of 
the holiday season without being 
too saccharine sweet or repetitive. 

Swift’s clear, whimsical voice per-
fectly suits the hopeful sentiment 
in the lyrics and instrumental. 
The song sounds like a classic but 
still something new. Check out the 
original and the jazz version! 

Khira Francis, CC 
There are some pretty great 

holiday tunes out there like “Last 
Christmas” — only the version by 
Wham! — and “The Christmas 
Song” by Nat King Cole. However, 
my favorite holiday song is “Run 
Rudolph Run” by Chuck Berry. It’s 
a classic, but I think it’s often for-

BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

gotten among the million renditions 
of “Jingle Bells.” For fans of “Home 
Alone,” it’s the song that plays in the 
background while Kevin’s family is 
running through the airport to catch 
their fl ight. The guitar in this song is 
amazing and reminds me of all the 
great old school rock and soul songs 
from Berry’s era. I think this song 
is upbeat, fun and perfect for things 
like holiday parties or making deco-
rations with family and friends.  

Berry released the song in 1958. It 
was written by Johnny Marks, the 
same man who wrote “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” Personally, 
I’m glad Marks’ passion for Ru-
dolph led to a great song like this. 
Paired with the “Father of Rock and 
Roll’s” skills, it became a classic that 
inspired many artists to cover it af-
ter Berry. In 2020, Berry’s YouTube 
channel posthumously released a 
music video for the song. It features 
a cartoon version of Berry dressed 
as Santa Claus in a red car being 
pulled by a team of reindeer. Berry 
jumps o�  his “sleigh” onto a build-
ing to play a guitar solo for a crowd 
of people and rides away again. The 
video also features Berry dropping 
o�  gifts to children all over the world 
while playing his electric guitar. If 
you have not been convinced this 
song is the greatest by sound alone, 
hopefully the video does.  

Abby Palmer, CC 
The thing I look forward to the 

most every holiday season, hands 
down, is the festive music.  While 

I love all the hits, from “Jingle 
Bell Rock” to “White Christ-
mas,” there are so many other 
holiday tunes that deserve way 
more attention. My favorite hol-
iday song, and one that I believe 
isn’t played enough on any holi-
day station — I’m talking to you, 
Lite 100.5 — is “Merry Christmas 
Darling” by the Carpenters.  

The Carpenters are a Gram-
my-winning ‘70s sibling duo 
consisting of Karen and Richard 
Carpenter. According to their 
website bio, they are originally 
from New Haven, Connecticut. 
The lyrics of “Merry Christmas 
Darling” were written by Frank 
Pooler in 1944 and given to the 
Carpenters when they were 
members of his choir at Califor-
nia State University. The single 
was released in 1970 and soon 
became one of the duo’s most 
popular songs.  

What I love most about “Merry 
Christmas Darling” is how un-
usual the sound is for a Christ-
mas song. It’s missing the campy, 
jingle-belled, jolly vibe that’s 
typical of most holiday music. 
It’s a soft pop ballad about long-
ing to spend the holidays with a 
person you love. Karen Carpen-
ter’s smooth, easy voice compli-
ments the lyrics perfectly and 
seamlessly meshes with jazzy 
instrumentals. Consider adding 
this hidden gem to your holiday 
playlist.  
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You may be someone who likes a 
good mixed drink, but not necessarily 
whiskey or the mixed drinks that taste 
like you took the cap o�  of simple syr-
up and poured the whole bottle into 
the shaker. But, instead, the drinks you 
overhear “the adults” ordering at the 
bar. 

We’ve all heard of the whiskey sour 
made with bourbon whiskey and 

garnished with Angostura Bit-
ters. However, this is a drink 

you can’t help but indulge in. 
The New York Sour intro-

duces a new way of appreciating 
the balance of sweet and sour in a 

drink that’s smooth as silk. What 
separates the New York sour from 
its predecessor, the whiskey sour, is 
how the bartender adds a few deli-
cate drops of egg whites and fl oating 
half an ounce of red wine to create a 
bright red layer to top the drink. Red 

wine has a lower density than whiskey 
and the drink’s other ingredients, cre-

ating a cocktail that can stand apart 
in a line and still be proud of itself. 

I fi rst tried this drink at Ro-
mano’s Pizza Bar in Westport, 
Connecticut, paired with one 
of their personal sized Funghi, 

topped with wild mushrooms, 
caramelized onions and mozza-
rella cheese. 

I’ve spent enough time talking 
about the drink without explain-
ing how to make it. The New 
York Sour is a simple drink that 

can fi nd a home in just about 
anybody’s palate. I had no trou-
ble making or taste testing this 
drink a few times to make sure 

I got it right — which I 
did.  

Once you 
grab your 

shaker and a whiskey glass, pour in 
two ounces of bourbon or rye whis-
key. Add in one ounce of lemon juice 
(freshly-squeezed is preferably, but 
concentrate works fi ne in a pinch) 
and three-quarters of an ounce of 
simple syrup (I had Royal Rose’s Car-
damom-Clove Simple Syrup on hand 
and loved it) into the shaker with ice. 
Tightly close the lid and vigorously 
shake it, then strain the drink into the 
glass over ice. 

The fi nal touch, and the most dif-
fi cult to achieve, is slowly fl oating the 
half ounce of red wine over a spoon. 
With your fi rst few attempts, you’ll 
probably dot the soft white surface of 
the drink with red spots as if you had 
fl ung the spoon onto a white carpet — 
kind of a mess, but the taste is uncom-
promised.  

If you want to show your friends — 
or in my case, my father, who has high 
standards when it comes to whiskey 
— that you’re making a respectable 
cocktail and not just making an excuse 
to drink on a weeknight, you can add a 
garnish of orange peel and cherry. 

The New York Sour, like the Statue 
of Liberty, is less of a New Yorker than 

it may appear. The latter was technical-
ly placed in New Jersey waters in 1886, 
and the cocktail was said to be born in 
a Chicago bar one night between the 
1870s and 1880s. Both now fall under 
the o�  cial and uno�  cial jurisdiction 
of the New York government and local 
lore. 

The drink was called the Continen-
tal Sour before moving east to NYC, 
where it reportedly gained populari-
ty as the Brunswick Sour. The drink 
fi nally started to represent the city as 
a whole sometime after earning the 
name of the New York Sour. The origin 
story of this drink, like many other cre-
ations of the culinary world, is a debate 
no one can seem to win.The drink’s 
true creator is unknown. 

However, the recipe I used original-
ly comes from a book written by spirit 
and cocktail expert, a co-founder of the 
New York Distilling Company, Allen 
Katz. 

It doesn’t matter whether you down 
this drink in the Windy City or the city 
so nice they named it twice. What’s im-
portant is the company you drink with 
and the conversations that follow you 
under warm lights.

by DC Life Section
life@dailycampus.com

You may be someone who likes a 
good mixed drink, but not necessarily 
whiskey or the mixed drinks that taste 
like you took the cap o�  of simple syr-
up and poured the whole bottle into 
the shaker. But, instead, the drinks you 
overhear “the adults” ordering at the 
bar. 

We’ve all heard of the whiskey sour 
made with bourbon whiskey and 

garnished with Angostura Bit-
ters. However, this is a drink 

you can’t help but indulge in. 
The New York Sour intro-

duces a new way of appreciating 
the balance of sweet and sour in a 

drink that’s smooth as silk. What 
separates the New York sour from 
its predecessor, the whiskey sour, is 
how the bartender adds a few deli-
cate drops of egg whites and fl oating 
half an ounce of red wine to create a 
bright red layer to top the drink. Red 

wine has a lower density than whiskey 
and the drink’s other ingredients, cre-

ating a cocktail that can stand apart 
in a line and still be proud of itself. 

I fi rst tried this drink at Ro-
mano’s Pizza Bar in Westport, 
Connecticut, paired with one 
of their personal sized Funghi, 

topped with wild mushrooms, 
caramelized onions and mozza-
rella cheese. 

I’ve spent enough time talking 
about the drink without explain-
ing how to make it. The New 
York Sour is a simple drink that 

can fi nd a home in just about 
anybody’s palate. I had no trou-
ble making or taste testing this 
drink a few times to make sure 

I got it right — which I 
did.     T H

I R
ST

Y T
HU

RSD
AY

A D
RIN

K T
HA

T’S 
NIC

E T
O L

OO
K A

T 
WI

TH
 A T

AS
TE

 TO
 BA

CK
 IT

 UP

CLIPART COURTESY OF FLICKR

CLIPART COURTESY OF OPENCLIPART

T H E
NEWYORK

SOUR

by Rebecca Friedman
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
rebecca.friedman@uconn.edu

When the “Jonas Brothers Fam-
ily Roast” released on Netflix 
on Nov. 23, I had very high ex-
pectations for it. I was home for 
Thanksgiving break, so my family 
and I watched it all together. It is 
unfortunate to admit — consid-
ering I have been a Jonas Broth-
ers’ fan since their start in 2005 (I 
was 5 years old) — that I was left 
feeling disappointed and unim-
pressed.  

The roast was hosted by Kenan 
Thompson. Since Thompson has 
been a cast member of “Saturday 
Night Live” since 2003, I thought 
his performance as the host was 
going to be more than enjoyable. 
Although there was nothing 
specifically wrong, I was bored 
through most of the show and 
thought he could have brought 
more to the table.  

The introduction to the roast, 
which consisted of a live audience, 
was a short film starring the Jonas 
Brothers. The film began with 
the group in their kitchen, con-

tinued into a fighting scene with 
the brothers dressed as Thor and 
ended with an appearance as their 
younger selves on the set of “Camp 
Rock” before transitioning to the 
roast itself. The “Camp Rock” clip 
was one of the highlights of the 
entire show and left me feeling 
nostalgic of my childhood.  

 The roast began with Thomp-
son introducing Kevin, Joe and 
Nick, along with their wives, 
Danielle Jonas, Sophie Turner 
and Priyanka Chopra Jonas. A 
number of comedians starred in 
the show, including Lilly Singh, 
Jack Whitehall and Pete David-
son. The number one reason 
I would even consider recom-
mending this roast to a friend is 
because of Pete Davidson’s ap-
pearance. Davidson never fails to 
make me laugh, making his first 
appearance as an extreme Jonas 
Brothers’ fan in the audience in-
terrupting the show. He cracked 
jokes about the brothers being 
short, only listening to their mu-
sic in the supermarket, Kevin 
being jealous of his brothers and 
more.  

Another highlight of this roast 

was a guest 
appearance by 
John Legend. 
He wrote a 
comedic song 
that he played 
on the piano 
for the Jonas 
Brothers. The 
song consist-
ed of digs at 
each brother 
and had a cho-
rus roasting 
the brothers for being “not quite 
The Beatles.” I always find Leg-
end’s voice to sound spectacular 
and, as both a Jonas Brothers 
and Beatles fan, I found this song 
particularly enjoyable.  

Later on in the roast, each wife 
took a turn making jokes about 
their husbands. I had hoped 
the entire show that at least the 
wives’ parts would be funny, but I 
once again was left unimpressed. 
Chopra Jonas made jokes about 
being 10 years older and more 
successful than her husband, as 
well as poked fun at the fact that 
the only thing the couple has in 
common is that they are both ob-
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Would not
raise a toast
to the ‘Jonas
Brothers Family
Roast’

sessed with Nick Jonas. Turner’s 
performance was my favorite out 
of all of the wives. She roasted 
the brothers for wearing purity 
rings — something that used to 
be highlighted at the beginning of 
their career. She then made fun 
of Joe for sleeping with costars, 
his acting role on “Camp Rock 2” 
and finished her roast by telling 
her husband not to wait up be-
cause Pete Davidson had slipped 
her his phone number. Danielle’s 
performance was written on note 
cards and spoken by Thompson 
because she had lost her voice. 
Some of her highlight jokes were 
about people not knowing who 
Kevin is and the size of his…  

The show ended with the 
brothers roasting one another. 
A lot of the same jokes were re-
peated numerous times, which 
I believe played a huge factor 
in why the roast felt boring to 
watch. Overall, it was nice to 
watch, considering it starred my 
childhood-favorite boy band, but 
I was disappointed by the level of 
entertainment it brought to the 
table. I would recommend watch-
ing this if you are a fan of the Jo-
nas Brothers, but if you are sim-
ply looking for a comedy that will 
make you laugh, I am not sure 
this is the right thing to watch.  

Rating: 2.5/5 stars 

A LOT OF THE SAME JOKES WERE REPEATED NUMER-
OUS TIMES, WHICH I BELIEVE PLAYED A HUGE FACTOR 
IN WHY THE ROAST FELT BORING TO WATCH. OVERALL, 
IT WAS NICE TO WATCH, CONSIDERING IT STARRED 
MY CHILDHOOD-FAVORITE BOY BAND, BUT I WAS 
DISAPPOINTED BY THE LEVEL OF ENTERTAINMENT IT 
BROUGHT TO THE TABLE.
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Crossword

DYK? (Finals edition)

Chronic headaches are sometimes 
attributed to stress.

FREQUENT STRESS DECREASES YOUR 
IMMUNE SYSTEM.

FACTS COURTESY OF HEALTHLINE.COM

Sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE DECEMBER 9, 2021

ACROSS
1 Guttural 

interruption
5 Hook or Kirk: 

Abbr.
9 Logician’s “E”

13 Rope fiber
15 Confidently say
16 Earned
17 Vintage hue on a 

photo app
18 Digital media 

brand
19 Plains people
20 Often euphemistic 

words for lacking 
employment

23 __-pitch softball
25 I-5 state
26 Liberia neighbor
27 Manhattan 

attraction
31 Petri dish gels
32 Former 

Romanian 
president

36 Buster Brown’s 
dog

37 Flat sign
39 Alternatively
41 Mosaic piece
43 Pricing word that 

rhymes with its 
opposite

44 Rounding third 
base after starting 
at second, say

47 Axis foes
51 Guffaw sound
52 Cue preceder?
53 Just plain folks
57 Cream additive
58 It may be wild
59 Union station?
62 Midday 

refreshers
63 Inland Asian sea
64 Hospital cry
65 “Time spent 

with __ is never 
wasted”: Colette

66 P.D. ranks
67 Thai money

DOWN
1 Jenny’s offspring
2 Hustle, quaintly
3 Threat to national 

security
4 Water __
5 “Breaking Bad” 

bad guys
6 Swear

7 Short dog, for 
short

8 1969 film remade 
in 2010 with Jeff 
Bridges in John 
Wayne’s role

9 Smiley face with 
hearts for eyes, 
e.g.

10 Betray
11 Sun-dried brick
12 Thompson of 

“Westworld”
14 Hercules’ dozen
21 Historic time
22 Zap
23 Shoo relative
24 Kosher
28 “__ chic!”
29 Dish from which 

paella evolved
30 Sierra Nevada, 

e.g.
33 Genesis son
34 The “her” in 

Shakespeare’s 
“Age cannot 
wither her, nor 
custom stale 
/ Her infinite 
variety”

35 “I can help”
37 Buzz-creating 

promo

38 The NBA’s  
Magic

40 Duel tool
42 Kid-lit poet 

Silverstein
43 Iraqi neighbor
45 Slangy 

alternative to 
walking

46 Swiss river
47 Range name
48 New Hampshire 

state flower

49 Parkinson’s 
treatment

50 Latin “in other 
words”

54 Suffix for the  
rich

55 Future doc’s 
exam

56 Black card, 
maybe

60 Bat wood
61 No longer 

working: Abbr.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Dan Margolis 12/9/21
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

12/9/21

Huskytalk | What is your favorite study snack?

“Protein bars are 
probably my go-to.”

Garrett Coe
Economics
Fifth semester

“A donut.”

Gautam Pirthiani
Computer science
First semester

“Jalapeño chips.”

Uthara Sunderesh
Physiology and neurobiology
Third semester

“A banana and peanut 
butter.”

Izzy Erikson
Accounting
Seventh semester

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

12/9/21

COMIC BY CONNOR RICKERMANN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Poor nutrition can make your stress 
worse.
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With McCaffrey out, Chuba Hub-
bard is the alpha in Carolina’s back-
field. Given their quarterback strug-
gles all season, they figure to give 
Hubbard many opportunities against 
Atlanta’s bottom-five run defense. 
Although Cam Newton may dom-
inate work at the goaline, it’s likely 
that Hubbard will have a prominent 
role in Carolina’s offensive approach 
between the 20s. Consider his pro-
jected workload and his favorable 
matchup as a reason to be optimistic 
starting him in your fantasy lineup 
this week. 

Bust - Joe Mixon, RB, CIN 
vs. SF 

Mixon has been one of the best 
running backs in fantasy football all 
year, ranking as the third best run-
ning back in PPR leagues entering 
this week. However, much like the 
Bengals as a whole, he has been a bit 
inconsistent and has seen his fantasy 
production drop against better com-
petition. In games against weaker op-
ponents, Mixon has thrived and seen 
the workload of a true workhorse, yet 

when his team is down and chasing 
points, his workload seems to disap-
pear. He is currently averaging close 
to 19 rushing attempts per game this 
year, but has seen his workload dip 
down to 10 attempts against the Pack-
ers, 12 attempts against the Ravens 
and 13 attempts against the Browns, 
three of the better offenses in the NFl. 
The 49ers aren’t an elite run defense, 
but they do rank in the top half of 
the NFL in terms of fantasy points 
allowed to running backs. What is 
more important, though, is that they 
have scored 30 or more points in four 
of their last five games, so as we’ve 
seen when Mixon’s Bengals play bet-
ter offenses, his workhorse volume 
may not be present if the Bengals find 
themselves down again. 

Boom - Dalton Schultz, TE, 
DAL at WAS 

The Washington Football Team 
has faced only two real threats at the 
tight end position this year in Travis 
Kelce and Kyle Pitts, whom they’ve 
allowed to combine for 149 receiv-
ing yards in two games this season. 
While he’s not an elite name, Dalton 
Schultz will be another threat that 
Washington will be forced to contain 

this Sunday. Schulz has been a steady 
fantasy contributor this season, aver-
aging 11.33 PPR points per game and 
scoring less than nine fantasy points 
only thrice. Through the first several 
weeks of the season, Washington’s 
defense was absolutely atrocious, 
but they have been improving over 
the last few weeks. Despite their im-
provement, the fact that they are a 
middling defense against the tight 
end position with only two real elite 
tight ends is a bit concerning. In real-
ity, Schultz may be facing a potential 
smash spot and could tear up Wash-
ington’s defense much like Kelce and 
Pitts did earlier this year. 

Bust - Mark Andrews, TE, 
BAL at CLE 

The last time that I put Mark An-
drews on this list as a potential bust 
candidate, he recorded 13 targets 
and 11 catches for 147 yards and two 
touchdowns as well as two two-
point conversions (if you’re doing 
the math, that is 41.7 PPR points). He 
seems to be the only person that La-
mar Jackson throws to, as he’s nev-
er seen less than eight targets in a 
single game since Baltimore’s Week 
8 bye. Despite his elite target share, 

Andrews has eclipsed six catches in 
only one of those five games since 
Week 8. He’s due for some regres-
sion at some point, so why not this 
week’s matchup against the Cleve-
land Browns? This pick is more 

speculative than anything, but at 
some point NFL teams should no-
tice that Lamar Jackson’s first look 
on pass attempts is toward An-
drews, so it wouldn’t hurt to throw 
some extra coverage his way. 

Who else is left to boom or to bust in Fantasy Football?
BOOMS & BUSTS,  cont. 
from p. 11

Dallas Cowboys tight end Dalton Schultz (86) scores a two point 
conversion in the fourth quarter against the Las Vegas Raiders at 
AT&T Stadium. Schultz is another threat that Washington will be 
forced to contain this Sunday. PHOTOGRAPH BY TIM HEITMAN/USA TODAY

Barcelona out of Champions League, snow extends group stage
(AP) — Barcelona’s 17-year 

streak of advancing to the Cham-
pions League knockout rounds 
each season ended Wednesday 
with an exit from the group stage 
that failed to finish on time be-
cause of snow in Italy.

Barcelona fell to a 3-0 loss at 
Bayern Munich that dumped the 
five-time European champion 
into a dismal — and deserved — 
third place in Group E.

“We start a new era, from zero, 
from here,” Barcelona coach Xavi 
Hernández, who rejoined a club 
in crisis last month, told broad-
caster DAZN.

Bayern’s perfect six straight 
wins started with a 3-0 win at 
Camp Nou in September, and a 
repeat result at home let Benfica 
rise above Barcelona — and into 
the round-of-16 draw on Monday 
— by beating Dynamo Kyiv 2-0.

Only 15 of the 16-team lineup in 
the knockout stage were known 
on Wednesday night.

The Atalanta-Villarreal game to 
decide who will finish runner-up 
in Group F was postponed by 
heavy snow in the northern Ital-
ian city of Bergamo. The group 
was already won by Manchester 
United before it drew 1-1 Wednes-
day with last-place Young Boys at 
Old Trafford.

UEFA later asked Atalanta and 
Villarreal to try again on Thurs-
day evening.

A grim evening for Spanish 
sides saw Sevilla join Barcelona 
in being eliminated, failing to ad-
vance from the wide-open Group 
G where all four teams kicked off 
in contention.

Lille, the team lowest-ranked 
by UEFA in the group stage, 
seized top spot by beating Wolfs-
burg 3-1 in Germany. Canada for-
ward Jonathan David scored the 
second goal for Lille. Salzburg 
beat Sevilla 1-0 to advance to the 
round of 16 as runner-up. The 
consolation for third-place Se-
villa is a switch across to the sec-
ond-tier Europa League where it 
is the record six-time title-holder.

Defending champion Chelsea 
and Juventus had already sealed 
their round-of-16 places from 
Group H but first place in the 
group was in play Wednesday.

Chelsea was stunned by Zenit 
St. Petersburg’s leveler deep into 
stoppage time for a 3-3 draw in 
Russia that let Juventus secure 
top spot with a 1-0 win at home 
to Malmo.

Juventus will be in the pot 
of seeded teams with the oth-
er group winners in Monday’s 
draw, where the unseeded pot 
now includes Chelsea and Paris 
Saint-Germain.

BARCELONA SLUMP

Before Lionel Messi left for 
PSG, in all 17 years of his first-

Barcelona’s Gerard Pique, left, and Ronald Araujo leave the pitch 
after the Champions League group E soccer match between Bay-
ern Munich and FC Barcelona in Munich, Germany, Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, 2021. Bayern won 3-0. PHOTOGRAPH BY MATTHIAS SCHRADER/AP

team career at Barcelona the club 
took its place among the elite 
in the round of 16 each Febru-
ary. They won four Champions 
League titles in that era.

In the club’s first post-Messi 
season, the Europa League play-
offs now beckon after a group-
stage campaign that brought 
more 3-0 losses (three) than goals 
scored (two).

The decline also extends at 
home and to the club’s financ-
es. A current seventh place in 
La Liga is outside the Europe-
an qualification spots and years 
of big spending on wages mean 
there is no quick fix for the prod-
igal son who returned last month 
to coach the club.

“We need to work hard, many 
things that put Barcelona in this 
situation. But this is our reality. 
I cannot say anything else,” Xavi 
said.

BAYERN SOARING

Bayern won its group with a 
22-goal tally that was more than 
twice as many as the other three 
teams combined.

Goals from Thomas Müller, 
Leroy Sané and Jamal Musiala 
against Barcelona ensured Bay-
ern matched Ajax and Liverpool 
who completed their six straight 
wins on Tuesday.

Bayern was joined by Salzburg 
in playing in empty stadiums 
just like 2020 in European soc-
cer during the first waves of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Salzburg’s first entry into the 
knockout rounds follows several 

years as junior partner to fellow 
Red Bull affiliate Leipzig, which 
placed third in its group Tues-
day and will switch to the Europa 
League.

ROUND-OF-16 DRAW

The round-of-16 draw is on 
Monday at 1100 GMT at UEFA 
headquarters in Nyon, Switzer-
land.

There are restrictions in the 
draw. Teams that already played 
each other in the group stage and 
teams from the same country 
cannot be drawn together.

Pot 1 has Manchester City, Liv-
erpool, Ajax, Real Madrid, Bay-
ern Munich, Manchester United, 
Lille and Juventus.

Pot 2 has Paris Saint-Germain, 
Atlético Madrid, Sporting Lis-
bon, Inter Milan, Benfica, Ata-
lanta or Villarreal, Salzburg and 
Chelsea.

First-leg games are played 
over two midweeks from Feb. 
15-23 and return games are from 
March 8-16.

Eight teams that placed third 
in Champions League groups en-
ter a separate draw on Monday 
for the Europa League knock-
out playoffs in February. They 
will play two-leg series against 
runners-up in Europa League 
groups with winners advancing 
to the competition’s round of 16 
in March.

The third-place teams are 
Leipzig, Porto, Borussia Dort-
mund, Sheriff, Barcelona, Ata-
lanta or Villarreal, Sevilla and 
Zenit St. Petersburg.

EXPLAINER: What does an Olympic 
diplomatic boycott achieve?

GENEVA (AP) — Diplomatic 
boycotts of the Olympics aim to 
snub host nations while keeping 
athletes free to compete.

A small cascade of government 
boycotts hit China on Wednesday, 
less than two months before the 
Beijing Olympics open.

The impact of these political 
weapons on athletes at the games 
should be close to zero, and view-
ers should see no difference in their 
broadcast content.

Their aim is calculated to hurt the 
pride of host nations such as China, 
which often have both sports and 
politics mixed into their motives for 
staging events as big as an Olympics 
or soccer’s World Cup.

In Australia, then the United King-
dom and Canada, governments an-
nounced their refusal to send officials 
to the Winter Games being held Feb. 
4-20. The move against China started 
in the United States on Monday.

Those countries are longtime dip-
lomatic allies that want to shine at-
tention on China’s human rights re-
cord, and especially the treatment of 
its Muslim-majority Uyghur people 
that some call genocide.

The sting will also be felt by the 
International Olympic Committee, 
whose leaders have a keen sense of 
its potential place in world politics 
even while touting the neutrality it is 
bound to by the Olympic Charter.

IOC leaders like to burnish the 
Olympic brand by saying their 
sports event is the only one to bring 
more than 200 national teams to-
gether in peace and friendship as 
an example to the world.

Any diversion from the message of 
global unity is unwelcome.

OLYMPIC MISSION

The Olympic Charter is the code 
of rules and bylaws that governs 
the IOC and “sets forth the con-
ditions for the celebration of the 
Olympic Games.”

Rule 2 relating to the “Mission 
and role of the IOC” helps explain 
why any boycott is treated as an af-
front to its principles.

It includes: “To take action to 
strengthen the unity of the Olympic 
Movement, to protect its indepen-
dence, to maintain and promote its 
political neutrality and to preserve 

the autonomy of sport.
For the IOC, political neutrali-

ty should mean not calling out an 
Olympic host nation for its policies 
and conduct outside of sports or not 
connected to staging the games.

“We always ask for as much re-
spect as possible from the political 
world and the least possible inter-
ference on our sports and Olym-
pic world and ideals,” senior IOC 
member Juan Antonio Samaranch 
said this week.

BOYCOTT HISTORY

The IOC still carries emotional 
scars from the peak period of more 
than 100 countries combined staging 
full boycotts of three straight Sum-
mer Games from 1976 to 1984.

The 1976 Montreal Olympics was 
hit mostly by African countries 
protesting New Zealand taking part 
after its rugby team toured Apart-
heid-era South Africa.

The 1980 Moscow Olympics 
went ahead without the United 
States and dozens of other teams 
protesting the Soviet Union's in-
vasion of Afghanistan.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announces Canada 
will join a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Winter Olympics over 
human rights concerns in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 8, 
2021. Looking on are Foreign Affairs Minister Melanie Joly, left, and 
Sport Minister Pascale St-Onge. PHOTOGRAPH BY ADRIAN WYLD/AP
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Photo of the Day | It’s our SLAM DUNK!!!!

Andre Jackson (44) dunks and hangs from the basketball net when playing aganist Long Island University. The Huskies dominate LIU 93-40, snagging their third straight win in a row 
at Gampel Pavilion on Nov. 17, 2021. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Coleumn: Alex Ovechkin 
is the greatest goal scorer of our time
by Cole Stefan 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
cole.stefan@uconn.edu 

The umnCole

The Washington Capitals are 26 
games into the season, and, amid 
their strong start, Alex Ovechkin 
has gotten 20 goals closer to a his-
toric milestone. That milestone 
is none other than breaking the 
all-time goal record set by Wayne 
Gretzky.  

At this moment, Ovechkin has 
750 career goals and needs 145 
more to break the record that was 
set in 1999. With over four years 
left on his current, and possibly 
final, contract, Ovechkin has a 
real possibility of becoming the 
goals king, especially given the 
pace at which he is scoring.  

One of the hottest debates of 
our time will be whether Ovech-
kin could have broken the record 
sooner if not for certain factors 
(not named ‘injury’) throughout 
his playing career. Ovechkin is 
easily the greatest goal-scorer 
of our time if not all time. While 
slightly focusing on his illustrious 
career, I wanted to explain how 
and why Ovechkin indeed quali-
fies for this statement. 

It all started with 2004, when 
Ovechkin was blossoming into 
something special in Russia and 
would end up being drafted first 
overall by the Washington Cap-
itals. The Capitals needed fresh 
new scorers after the departures 
of Jaromir Jagr and Peter Bondra, 
and Ovechkin was going to be 
that guy. Boy, were they right. 

Ovechkin could have played the 
first moment he touched Nation-
al Hockey League ice in 2004, but 
the 2004-05 season was cancelled 
due to a lockout and labor dispute 
between the owners and players. 
Instead, Ovechkin fine-tuned his 
skills back in Russia and devel-
oped into something better. 

On October 5, 2005, Ovechkin 
finally played in his first NHL 
game. He casually dropped two 
goals against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. That wasn’t even his big-
gest welcome into the NHL ranks; 
that came on January 16, 
2006 against the Phoe-

nix Coyotes. 

O v e c h k i n 
was ready for the 

breakaway goal but was tripped 
up with Paul Mara, leaving him 
sprawling on his back. He still 
had the puck in his possession 
and aimed for the back of the net. 
As Gretzky would say, “You miss 
100% of the shots you don’t take.” 
He took the shot and shocked ev-

eryone because he did not miss. 
You know you have flashed po-

tential when you manage to im-
press the greatest to ever do it, 
who was the Coyotes’ head coach 
at the time. It was at this moment 
that everyone in the NHL knew 
that this kid was going to be a spe-
cial player to watch. 

Ovechkin would finish the sea-
son with 52 goals and take home 
the Calder Trophy as the league’s 
best rookie over Sidney Crosby, 
the 2005 first overall pick. The 
rest is basically history. 

Since breaking into the NHL, 
Ovechkin has had eight 50-goal 
seasons and has failed to score 
40+ goals five times (excluding 
this season). Ovechkin has won 
the Hart Trophy (league MVP) 
three times and has led the league 
in goals nine times. 

The next blip in the radar oc-
curred in 2012-13 when he scored 
just 32 goals. You would think that 
it was an injury-related season for 
Ovechkin, until you realize that 
there were just 48 games due to 
another lockout. Unlike the 2004-
05 season, the lockout lasted half 
the year, but with Ovechkin aver-
aging two goals per three games, 
imagine how many goals he could 
have put up in an 82-game season. 
Regardless, he still would have 
won the Hart Trophy and led the 
league in goals. 

The third hurdle he faced 
spanned two seasons. In 2019-
20, Ovechkin scored 48 goals in 
68 games, which was tied for the 
league lead with Boston’s David 
Pastrnak. Then, COVID-19 hit 
and everything changed, includ-
ing his scoring. In the 56-game of 
the 2020-21 s e a s o n , 
O v e c h -
kin only 
put up 
24 goals 
in 45 
games. If 
both of 
t h o s e 
s e a -

sons 
we r e 

unin-
terrupted, he would 
have crushed 50 
goals, maybe even 
60, both times. 

It’s clear that 
Ovechkin has 
scored the most 
goals since his de-
but in 2005. 
What makes 
that ridiculous 
is that in second 

place is Crosby, and he has 490 as 
of this article’s publication. The 
difference between the two is a 
whopping 260 goals. He’s scoring 
at a clip where eventually, taking 
away his power play goals still 
gives him the lead. 

Now, is Ovechkin the greatest 
goal scorer of all-time? Wait un-
til his career is over and see how 
close he is to Gretzky’s totals. 
Ovechkin and Gretzky are the two 
youngest players to reach the 700-
goal mark and did so in the fewest 
number of games, but their prow-
ess requires a lot more analysis. 

Gretzky and Ovechkin played 
in two different eras of hockey. 
Back in Gretzky’s prime years of 
the 80s, everyone from defense-
men to wingers were scoring at 
insane clips. We’re talking most 
of the 80s Edmonton Oilers, Ma-
rio Lemieux, and many more. Put 
Ovechkin in the 80s, he scores 
900 goals minimum. 

In today’s game, it is a little 
harder to find the back of the net 
but scoring in overtime has gotten 
a little bit easier, as there are less 
players on the ice. Today’s game 
also requires three things, speed, 
second change abilities and out-
witting brick wall goaltenders. 
Put Gretzky in today’s game and 
maybe he only puts up 750 goals. 
He was special, but we’ll never 
know who would triumph. 

Finally, consider this. Both gen-
tlemen have put up numbers that 
we may never see again. Gretzky 
put up 200 points in three con-
secutive seasons. Ovechkin has 
scored 50+ goals in three consecu-
tive seasons on two occasions. 

There’s a case to be made for 
both legends, but at the end of the 

day, Gretzky is the greatest 
goal scorer of all-time. 
For now, Ovechkin is 
the greatest goal-scor-
er of our time, and I be-

lieve that Ovechkin will 
break Gretzky’s record 

of 894 before he retires. 
Whether it takes him 
four or five years, we 
will have to wait and 
see. 

It has been a bad week for 
the UConn women’s basketball 
team.  A week ago, Azzi Fudd 
was announced to have a foot in-
jury that is expected to keep her 
out for at least two weeks. Then, 
there was Paige Bueckers’ injury 
in the game against Notre Dame 
on Sunday, which consisted of 
a fracture to her knee that will 
keep her out for an expected 6 to 
8 weeks according to the team. 

Now, the team has announced 
that Nika Mühl will be out for 
probably three weeks with a foot 
injury. With Aubrey Griffin still 
day-to-day due to a back injury, 
the Huskies will have just nine 
available players for their games 
this week. 

The first of those games is a 
Thursday matchup with Geor-
gia Tech. The Yellow Jackets are 
sitting with a record of 6-2. Over 
the weekend, they beat Georgia 
who is ranked 21st, handing them 
their only loss of the season. 

They’ve been a relatively low 
scoring team, getting 74 points 
at most in the first eight games 
of their season. The Huskies, 
who have scored at least 70 in 
four of their six games, will likely 
be hoping for a strong offensive 

UConn women’s 
basketball goes to 
Georgia Tech

by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR 
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

effort to try and overpower the of-
fense of the Yellow Jackets. 

With the absence of Bueckers, 
the Huskies will have to look fur-
ther into the team to try and find 
people who are able to make up 
for her. Bueckers had averaged 21.2 
points per game with 36.3 minutes 
played and losing that is going to be 
painful. 

The pressure will be on players 
like Christyn Williams and Evina 
Westbrook to pick up the slack and 
score points in her absence. Both 
have played an average of more than 
30 minutes a game and averaged 15 
and 9 points, respectively, numbers 
they’ll be looking to increase with 
Bueckers’ absence.  

Another player who could prove 
to be helpful is Caroline Ducharme. 
Ducharme, who has struggled this 
season, playing just 7.8 minutes per 
game with an average of 3.6 points, 
was impressive on Sunday with 14 
points in as many minutes played. 
If she can harness that level of 
performance for a longer duration 
of time, or at least more often, she 
could be a powerful shooting force 
for the Huskies. 

This is the first of two games for 
the Huskies, who will then be set 
up for a matchup with UCLA lat-
er in the week. For now, though, 
they’ll be playing at 7 p.m. in Geor-
gia. The game will be streamed on 
ESPN2.  

Christyn Williams defending aganist the Arkansas Razorbacks 
on Sunday, Nov. 14, at the XL Center in Hartford, Conn. The pres-
sure is on Williams to pick up the slack and score points in Paige 
Bueckers’ absence. PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR /
THE DAILY CAMPUS

PHOTO BY GEOFF BURKE/USA TODAY
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Which UConn basketball player has the best shoe game?
Roundtable

It’s time to answer a very important question brought up among 
our basketball beat writers and at our weekly sports meetings: 
Which UConn Basketball player has the best shoe game? Basket-
ball and sneakers go hand-in-hand, so it’s no surprise that there are 
quite a few sneakerheads among both the men’s and women’s bas-
ketball teams. The most notable one is probably Paige Bueckers, the 
phenom sophomore who recently inked an NIL deal with second-
ary marketplace StockX and consistently flexes heat like her Jordan 
1 University Blues and Jordan 3 Laser Oranges. There are quite a 
few sleeper picks, though, and our writers have their takes: 

Before I even begin to state my case, I don’t pay enough attention to the drippy shoe game that each player has. 
Therefore, I’m going with the shoe game that leads to the most height, and that easily belongs to Andre Jackson. 
Jackson is one of the most lethal dunkers in the country, with enough hammer power to put a nail into two layers 
of plywood. Whatever shoes he puts on, he’s going to bounce in them. There are two things that happen when 
he goes for the dunk against the competition. First, his shoes get wings, which means he either drank a Red Bull 
or the shoes hail from Mount Olympus. Secondly, as the opposition gets dunked on, they have the opportuni-
ty to say, “nice kicks Andre,” before he simply replies with, “What are those?” in reference to the opposition’s 
slides for kicks. Simply put, I’m surprised the hardwood hasn’t taken any damage because Jackson has some 
fire shoes that can pound the ground. It’s the shoe game that gives him his remarkable dunks. . 

- Cole Stefan, Staff Writer 

One of the most underrated in 
the conversation, RJ Cole has re-
cently been playing in the Nike Ky-
rie 4 Lows in the navy UConn play-
er exclusive colorway. Although 
not as flashy as some of his team-
mates’ shoes, the UConn personal-
ization on the Kyries, including the 
husky logo on the tongue, provides 
a serviceable amount of drip. Aside 
from looking great, the shoes have 
certainly boosted his production 
on the court, with the graduate 
floor general leading the team in 
points and assists. This shoe is a 
popular choice for the players, as it 
is one that is provided by the uni-
versity, but Cole wears them best. 
Off the court, Cole has been spot-
ted rocking the Jordan 12 Indigos, 
Travis Scott Jordan 1 Lows and the 
Adidas Yeezy Zebra 350s. The mix 
of on court and off court style puts 
Cole well into the conversation.

 - Stratton Stave, 
Campus Correspondent

While many of the players on both basketball teams have great 
shoe game, my pick is Tyrese Martin. Even while the elite forward 
has been on the sidelines, that injury has not stopped him from show-
ing off an impressive shoe catalog. As I have covered the games for 
the men’s team, Martin is the clear standout amongst his teammates 
as much of the team chooses to wear a variety of the same shoe, the 
Nike x Sacai Vaporwaffle. The only true competitor on the women’s 
team that rivals Martin’s shoe game is Paige Bueckers, and I believe 
that Martin still beats her out even with Bueckers’ new contract with 
shoe resell site StockX. My favorite pair that Martin has shown off 
this season is the Jordan 1 “Rookie of the Year,” a dark gold version of 
the iconic basketball sneaker. He stands out from his teammates and 
the women’s team with a diverse set of elite shoes that complements 
his strong play on the court.

-   Evan Rodriguez, Staff Writer

Sure, I’ll take the logical answer. Bueckers, an all world talent, has been flexing on us since be-
fore she arrived at the Basketball Capital of the World. Some of her more notable sneakers include 
the classic Nike Dunk Low “Zebra,” Jordan 1 “Fearless” and the classic Nike x Ben and Jerry’s SB 
Dunk Low “Chunky Dunky.” New partnerships with both StockX and Gatorade have supplied 
her with some new heat like Jordan 11 Concords and Gatorade Jordan 1s, so expect her dominance 
over the shoe game competition to only increase. Bueckers drips so hard that she even does so 
when she’s in a boot, flashing some Yeezy 700s on only one foot back in June. The only question 
about her shoe game is what heat she’s going to pull out of her closet next.    

-  Jonathan Synott, Associate Sports Editor 

vs.

by Stratton Stave 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

Stratton’s college basketball ATS picks

Welcome to all! This is the first 
edition of a new series: My college 
basketball picks against the spread! 
After a fun season of picking college 
football games, I’m excited to tran-
sition to the basketball world. Each 
week, I will be picking five games 
against the spread from Thursday 
to Sunday, with four being import-
ant games in college basketball and 
the last one as a UConn game. This 
week holds an excellent slate, in-
cluding two top 15 matchups. Let’s 
get to it! 

No. 7 Texas at No. 23 Seton 
Hall (-1.0) (Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. on FS1): 

We’re going to start with an in-
triguing contest as a part of the Big 
East-Big 12 Battle. Texas is a bit of 
a mystery here, playing only one 
team ranked better than 180th in 
KenPom. That team is KenPom No. 

1 Gonzaga in a game that wasn’t 
particularly competitive. This 
should be a good contest for the 
Longhorns that will let them show 
their abilities against a quality team 
not named Gonzaga. Seton Hall has 
a signature win against then-No. 4 
Michigan, who has since skidded 
out of the top 25. Jarren Rhoden 
has been excellent for the Pirates 
this season with 17.6 PPG, but Tex-
as’ frontcourt duo of Timmy Allen 
and Tre Mitchell will be too much 
to handle. 

The pick: Texas 

No. 22 Wisconsin at No. 21 
Ohio State (-5.0) (Saturday 
at noon on BTN): 

Buckeyes wing EJ Liddell has 
simply been phenomenal this year. 
The veteran has averaged over 20 
points and seven rebounds and 
is listed by KenPom as No. 1 in his 
POTY rankings. His 14 points and 
11 rebounds were key in Ohio State’s 
huge victory against then-AP No. 1 

Duke at home. Wisconsin’s Johnny 
Davis, on the other hand, has had 
quite the campaign himself, also 
scoring over 20 per game and lead-
ing the team with 2.4 assists. Al-
though both of these teams are very 
capable of winning big games, I like 
Ohio State better here just because 
of the mismatch that Liddell poses.  

The pick: Ohio State 

No. 14 Houston at No. 9 Al-
abama (-1.0) (Saturday at 10 
p.m. on ESPN2): 

This game features former UCo-
nn guard Josh Carlton, who has 
been a good addition for Houston, 
averaging 8.0 and 3.8 rebounds 
per game on 60% shooting. More 
prominent in the Cougars’ attack 
is Marcus Sasser, who has scored 
17.7 points per game and collected 
2.6 steals. The Cougars don’t have 
many signature wins but also don’t 
have any bad losses. Alabama is 
facing the opposite situation. Three 
games after laying an egg against 

below-KenPom 100 Iona, the Crim-
son Tide went to Washington and 
beat Gonzaga. Taking away their 
bad, flukey Iona game, I think Ala-
bama is the better team here.  

The pick: Alabama 

No. 6 Villanova at No. 2 
Baylor (-4.0) (Saturday at 3 
p.m. on ABC): 

After a bizarre win against Syr-
acuse for which the Wildcats shot 
50 threes and only hit 13, Villano-
va will need to be ready to take 
on a top two team in Baylor. The 
Bears have looked great all season, 
not dropping a game, while taking 
home the Battle 4 Atlantis trophy. 
Their only significant win is against 
current No. 19 Michigan State, who 
UConn fell to. Their nine man rota-
tion is deadly, as led by journeyman 
point guard James Akinjo. Because 
of Villanova’s lack of depth, I’m go-
ing to have to take the Bears here, 
although if the threes start falling, 
it could spell trouble.  

The pick: Baylor 

St. Bonaventure vs. No. 15 
UConn (-3.0) (Saturday at 
3:30 p.m. on ESPN2) 

Two teams that are battered up 
and bruised meet in Newark, New 
Jersey, with the Bonnies missing 
top player Kyle Lofton and the Hus-
kies missing key starters Adama 
Sanogo and Tyrese Martin. In their 
first game without Lofton, it took 
everything to beat a decent Buffa-
lo team. The Huskies looked more 
upon freshmen in their first game 
without their missing pair, with 
three newcomers scoring a com-
bined 23 points, Jordan Hawkins 
shouldering most of that number. 
This will be a great opportunity for 
the Huskies to get their young guys 
real playing experience against a 
talented team. Hawkins has a big 
game here to take UConn to victory. 

 
The pick: UConn 

Spin’s Fantasy Football Factory: Booms & busts for Week 14 
by Nick Spinali 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu 

Well, it appears that this is the end. 
Not only is this likely the final week 
of the regular season in your fantasy 
league, but because of the University 
of Connecticut’s upcoming winter 
break, Spin will be out of commis-
sion until January, making this the 
end of my boom and bust predictions 
for the 2021-22 NFL season. It was 
fun, as every week I evaluated play-
ers and analyzed matchups to make 
these picks. Hopefully some of my 
input helped you to make lineup de-
cisions every week. Without further 
ado, here are my boom and bust pre-
dictions for Week 14 of the NFL sea-
son. 

Boom - Darnell Mooney, WR, 
CHI at GB 

A few weeks ago, my boom pre-
diction for the wide receiver posi-
tion was fellow Chicago Bear Allen 
Robinson. That wasn’t the best pick, 
as Robinson was suddenly made 
unavailable that Sunday and hasn’t 
played in three weeks. With his sta-

tus again up in the air, Mooney is the 
only skill player in Chicago’s offense 
that’s worth the price of admission, 
so chances are that he will be show-
ered in targets, yet again, when the 
Bears face the superior Green Bay 
Packers. Chicago will likely be chas-
ing points early on Sunday, so expect 
either Justin Fields or Andy Dalton 
to give him plenty of opportunities 
throughout the night. Mooney has 
been known for his big-play ability, 
but more recently he’s been seeing an 
increase in targets despite recording 
less yardage. What does that mean? 
Essentially, he’s become a legitimate 
threat every week in fantasy football. 

Bust - Mike Evans, WR, TB 
at BUF 

Ever since Tom Brady has made 
his way to Tampa Bay, every Bucca-
neer pass-catcher has seen a boost 
in fantasy production. However, it 
seems that Mike Evans has actual-
ly been producing the same, if not 
worse, than he had before Brady’s 
arrival. A big factor in that has been 
his extreme loss of targets in com-
parison to the pre-Brady era, but a 
drastic increase in touchdowns. At 

this point, Evans leads all Bucs re-
ceivers in touchdowns by four, yet he 
is third on the team in receptions and 
would have even less if Rob Gron-
kowski and Antonio Brown played 
in every game this year. Only 17.5 
percent of Evans’ catches have gone 
for touchdowns, while only six per-
cent of Chris Godwin’s catches have 
gone for touchdowns. At this point, 
Evans seems to be as touchdown-de-
pendent as any player in fantasy foot-
ball. A big-play-type of player, Evans 
likely won’t be making any big plays 
against a Bills defense that has been 
among the top against wide receivers 
this year. 

Boom - Chuba Hubbard, RB, 
CAR vs. ATL 

Christian McCaffrey is out for the 
season, Cam Newton doesn’t actually 
appear to be “back” and the demon 
that is Sam Darnold still looms in the 
shadows. For as many problems that 
the Panthers have on offense, they 
will be playing a very winnable game 
against the Falcons and their incon-
sistent offense and terrible defense. 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers wide receiver Mike Evans (13) runs after a 
catch during the second half against the Atlanta Falcons at Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadium. Evans leads all Bucs receivers in touchdowns 
by four, yet he is third on the team in receptions. PHOTOGRAPH BY JASON 
GETZ/USA TODAY

See BOOMS & BUSTS, p. 9
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept
@jonathanhusky14
Looking forward to more of this. 
#uconnbasketball#uconn #uconnhuskies 
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Daniel Connolly 
@DanielVConnolly
“No one’s feeling bad for us.” How a 
shorthanded UConn team is preparing 
for life without Paige Bueckers 

Gold and Blue Nation
@GoldAndBlueNtn
BREAKING: #WVU men’s hoops has 
confirmed that Sean McNeil is back 
tonight against No. 15 UConn.
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Women’s Basketball, Thursday, 7 p.m.
Atlanta, Ga.

vs.

Women’s Basketball, Saterday, 1 p.m.
Newark, N.J. 

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

UConn volleyball beats North Florida 3-1 

Caylee Parker (4) has her eyes set on the ball as she is about to spike it to her opponents side, the 
University of North Florida. UConn women’s volleyball team wins their match 3-1 against the UNF during 
the National Invitational Volleyball Championship (NIVC) Quarterfinal at Gampel Pavilion on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, 2021. PHOTOGRAPH BY IZZI BARTON, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER /THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s Basketball: No. 15 Huskies suffer 
heartbreaker to West Virginia University

The men’s basketball team defeats the University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore Hawks 72-63 at the XL Center on Tuesday night. The 
Huskies will battle Grambling State at Gampel Pavillion this Satur-
day coming in with a 7-1 record.
 PHOTOGRAPH BY JULIE SPILLANE, STAFF PHOTOGRAPER /THE DAILY CAMPUS

On Wednesday, December 8, 
the University of Connecticut 
volleyball team faced off against 
the North Florida Ospreys in 
a match that would determine 
which team’s season continued. 

The two teams met in the quar-
terfinal round of the National 
Invitational Volleyball Cham-
pionship at a match in Gampel 
Pavilion. The hometown crowd 
turned out to support the Hus-
kies, with several hundred in the 
stands to see the Huskies claim 
an eventual 3-1 victory in four 
very close games.  

The series started with a close 
Game 1. Neither team ever had 
a lead of more than four points, 
and the Ospreys held the lead 
early and for most of the game. 
They fought neck and neck, bat-
tling for possession of the lead 
headed into the last few points of 
the game when the Huskies went 
on a pair of three-point streaks 
late to get them over the finish 
line with a 25-23 victory. 

That would be the closest 
game of the night as the Ospreys 
charged into Game 2 looking to 
even the score. They led by as 
many as eight points through-
out the game and even though 

the Huskies fought back late, 
managing to get the score within 
five, they were unable to mount 
enough of a comeback to get a 
chance as the Ospreys claimed 
the game 25-20, the most lopsided 
of all four. 

The third game was just as close 
as the first, with the two teams 
trading points amid impressive 
play by both their stars. The Os-
preys continued their early domi-
nance, at once point holding a 11-6 
lead. On the back of strong play by 
McKayla Wuensch, who had 44 of 
her team’s 55 assists in the match, 
the Huskies fought back and took 
the lead at 19-18, keeping it for the 
rest of the set. 

The Huskies claimed a 25-21 
victory in that set, moving onto 
the fourth and getting a chance to 
clinch the series then and there. 
The fourth set was as close as the 
three before it, but this time it 
was the Huskies who took a rela-
tively early lead, beginning when 
the score was 12-13.  

The Huskies’ kept the lead for 
the rest of the match on the back 
of strong play by Kaylee Parker 
and Wuensch. Wuensch in par-
ticular was strong at the end of 
the match, getting the credit for 
the kill that secured the team’s 
25-21 victory with an assist from 
Parker.  

The Huskies’ Taylor Pannell 

and Caylee Parker dominated 
throughout the match, with 18.5 
and 17 points respectively. On the 
other side of the court, the Os-
preys’ Solimar Cestero and Kai-

by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

With just over five minutes to go in 
the game, University of Connecticut 
forward Tyler Polley got called for a 
shooting foul on a clean block of West 
Virginia’s Jalen Bridges. 

Bridges missed both. Ball don’t lie, 
the universal constant of basketball. 

But how can you explain the re-
bound and immediate turnover by An-
dre Jackson on the second foul shot? 

Dan Hurley certainly had no answer, 
as he buried his head in his hands for 
what likely wasn’t the first or last time 
that night.  

That pretty much sums up the en-
tirety of the Big East-Big 12 clash that 
took place in Morgantown, West Vir-
ginia on Wednesday night, as both 
teams gave horrible performances en 
route to a 56-53 Mountaineer victory. 

The Huskies really missed key con-
tributors Adama Sanogo and Tyrese 
Martin in this matchup, who were 
both out due to injuries. While there 
is a chance for one or both of them to 
return for the team’s games against 
Providence or at Marquette later this 
month, the team really needs someone 
besides RJ Cole to step up and score the 
basketball. 

Speaking of Cole, the graduate stu-
dent guard had a tough time on the 
floor on Wednesday, shooting just 
6-for-17 with 14 points alongside six 
boards and three assists. His five turn-
overs were a team-high and most of his 
production came from back-to-back 
three pointers about seven minutes 
into the second half. He stepped up in 
that spot which helped the Huskies re-
gain the lead, but was invisible most of 
the game. 

To be fair to Cole, most guys on the 
team couldn’t get anything going, espe-

cially from beyond the arc. Before the 
guard’s back-to-back triples, the team 
was 1-for-13 from deep, and those end-
ed up being the last that UConn would 
make, finishing a horrific 3-for-21. 

Breakout freshman Jordan Haw-
kins earned his third start on Wednes-
day, and to say he didn’t play up to his 
potential is sugar-coating it. Heavily. 
The guard finished the game 0-for-7 

with just two points alongside four 
turnovers. While Hawkins will likely 
start again with Martin absent in next 
game, maybe he’d be better off coming 
off the bench in favor of Jalen Gaff-
ney for what will be a tough matchup 
against St. Bonaventure. 

The other fill-in starter, Akok Akok, 
had a puzzling game. He was one of 
two players (Gaffney being the second) 

by Jonathan Synott 
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu 

that had a positive plus/minus, but it 
didn’t seem that way from an offen-
sive perspective. Akok made one field 
goal for two points, but really made his 
impact on the glass. He grabbed five 
rebounds on both offense and defense. 

“I thought Akok really battled on the 
backboard, [but] obviously he strug-
gled. I wish he pulled the trigger on 
that three [late in the game] as the shot 
clock was winding down, it seemed 
like a bunch of guys’ confidences were 
down and they didn’t want to pull the 
trigger,” Hurley said postgame. 

And confidences were certainly 
down. Throughout the last stretch 
of the game, UConn made only one 
of their eight shots. The team’s only 
other loss to Michigan State must not 
have resonated enough with them, as 
the Huskies couldn’t figure it out late 
in the game offensively. With three 
minutes to go, UConn had the ball and 
was down by just a point, needing a 
momentum shifter. Instead, West Vir-
ginia forced a shot clock violation as 
the Huskies passed the ball around to 
open guys, with nobody wanting to be 
“the guy.” 

Cole finally was the one to step up 
on the next possession, but it was an 
overcorrection. Within three seconds 
of passing half court, he fired up a 
prayer three-ball that bounced hard off 
the rim.  

It’s possessions like that that keep 
them out of games. Fortunately, the 
play of the Mountaineers down the 
stretch, combined with some solid de-
fensive possessions, kept them in this 
particular game. West Virginia shot 
just 44 percent from the charity stripe 
in this one, allowing UConn to stay 
competitive. In the last three and a half 
minutes of the game, the Mountaineers 
didn’t make a field goal, which is sur-
prising since UConn didn’t start foul-
ing until there was around 21 seconds 

left. 
Speaking of fouling, it seemed like 

the tactic of sending bad shooters to 
the line was going to work out in the 
Huskies’ favor. WVU was up by just 
one point when Taz Sherman got sent 
to the line with 21 seconds to go. He 
made the first shot, but missed the sec-
ond. This would have set UConn up to 
only need a two-pointer to tie the game 
and send it into overtime, if they had 
only gotten the rebound. It was Gabe 
Osabuohien who came up with the 
ball and passed it to Sean McNeil, who 
promptly sank them both, all but put-
ting the game away. Brutal. 

Believe it or not, there are a couple 
positive takeaways from this game. For 
one, Connecticut, especially rookies 
Hawkins and Samson Johnson, know 
what it’s like to come into a packed 
house on the road and lose a tight 
game. They saw all of the mistakes the 
team made and hopefully can build 
upon that. Good teams don’t develop 
overnight, it takes games like these to 
bind teams together and make them 
stronger. In the absence of Sanogo and 
Martin, this team needs to find itself 
and these tough matchups will expe-
dite that process.  

Secondly, Isaiah Whaley may be the 
most important player this team has 
right now. Called the “glue” of the team 
by Hurley on Jon Rothstein’s podcast 
this week, Whaley had a team-high 15 
points in this contest on a very efficient 
7-for-10 shooting. He also added three 
rebounds and a block. While Cole will 
continue to be one of the top offensive 
options night in and night out, Whaley 
seemingly gives the team exactly what 
they need any given game. 

The Huskies look to bounce back 
after this performance as they head to 
Newark, New Jersey on Saturday for 
a neutral site game against Atlantic 10 
favorite St. Bonaventure. 

ley McKnight were impressive, 
with 12.5 and 13 points, respec-
tively. McKnight also had two 
aces, further helping her team.  

Now, the Huskies look ahead 

towards the semifinal round of 
the tournament. They’ll be play-
ing again on Friday, when they 
take on Valparaiso University in 
Valparaiso, Indiana at 8 p.m.  
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