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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 6:00 p.m. on Nov. 18

*positive test results

3

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

45

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

37

Friday, November 19, 2021
Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

65

Cumulative
Staff Cases*

Free emergency contraception now available to UConn students
by Maya Donchez
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
maya.donchez@uconn.edu

Students at the University of Connecticut can obtain a Plan B contraceptive pill free of charge with a valid
UConn identification card, according
to the Student Health and Wellness
website. This benefit came about with
advocacy from the Undergraduate
Student Government, specifically, the
Student Services Committee.
Alexis Charles, the Student Services advocacy director described
how USG voiced students’ concerns
to the greater UConn community in
an email interview.
“The true advocacy begins at the
student level with an idea or suggestion that is brought into committee,”
Charles said.
Charles highlighted two students
who had previously worked on the
issue of emergency contraceptive accessibility.
“Our previous Student Services
Director, Rebecca Feldman (’21) met
with Ashlee Stone, PharmD (UConn
‘07) Pharmacy Manager. Here, they
discussed the possibility of providing
Students with free emergency contraceptive pills,” Charles said.
Charles discussed USG’s presentation of their budget for the academic
year, which she referred to as the first
step in gaining administrative approval.
“Once that is signed and the money
is allocated, we were able to get the ini-

tiative up and running,” Charles said.
“We are extremely thankful for the
UConn Pharmacy and their partnership.”
Additionally, Charles expressed the
reasons she feels this change is vital to
student health.
“This change is extremely important because it is important that we
provide people who are able to conceive the agency over their decision as
to when,” Charles said. “It was more
important that we removed the barrier of access completely. With it now
being free, students who need it are
able to access it without fear of being
turned away.”
Charles described how students
can acquire an emergency contraceptive pill.
“Students get their emergency contraceptive pill by using curbside service,” Charles said. “Please call the
pharmacy at (860) 486-0736 to order
the pill, or let their staff know you
have arrived for pick-up.”
USG is the undergraduate student
government on campus. According
to the USG website, the organization
“aims to promote healthy dialog between students, faculty, and administrators.” The four advocacy committees handle student issues, such as
free contraceptives. The Student Services committee deals with the quality of student life, including health,
housing, recreation and safety. More
information about the committee can
be found on its homepage.

Packaged emergency contraceptive pill, Plan B One-Step. Students can pick up the medication by using
the UConn Pharmacy curbside service.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE MOZART/FLICKR

Spring semester dining options will not feature
take-out containers
by Jake Kelly

STAFF WRITER
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

Dining Services at the University of Connecticut will no
longer provide take-out containers to students except in limited
circumstances in the upcoming
spring semester.
With the pandemic in decline,
the university is trying to return to some of its pre-pandemic
ways, such as eating at the dining halls, according to university
spokesperson Stephanie Reitz.
The university operates with the
assumption that students will
eat in the dining halls where
they get their food.
“Providing take-out containers on a broader basis was an appropriate and helpful temporary
measure when the pandemic
required more social distancing
and limited the ability to provide
in-person dining,” Reitz said in
an email. “However, it’s now ap-

propriate to return to more regular operations, both because of
the strong vaccination rates on
campus and safety measures,
and because UConn’s food ordering procedures and related
costs are predicated on typical
consumption on site.”
Many students on campus expressed the need for take-out
containers because of their disability, work schedule or other
reasons. Michelle Shavnya, a
fifth-semester speech, language
and hearing sciences major,
voiced her confusion on Reddit about the decision. She also
seeks to garner support for a petition after the Dean of Students
sent out a campus-wide email on
Nov. 12 about the change.
Shanya was motivated to create this petition because she
believes the decision doesn’t
correlate with the university’s
COVID-19 policies and because

she’s seen many students choosing take-out containers in the
dining hall over the course of the
semester, which indicates that it
is a popular and beneficial option.
“My issue lies with the fact
that we’re remaining in orange,
which presupposes that COVID
is still a significant enough threat
to keep indoor masking, while
also forcing students to dine indoors where their masks will be
removed for a long duration of
time in a packed dining hall,”
Shavnya said in an email. “Many
of my friends really like [takeout containers], and whenever I
go to the dining hall I see a large
number of students with takeout
containers. That suggests they
are beneficial to students so taking them away would have a negative impact on many.”
Shavnya’s pre-petition survey
garnered 51 responses within 24

A screenshot from Michelle Shavnya ‘s take-out box petition from Change.org. Many students have
expressed their emotions about the university’s decision to return back to regular dining.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CHANGE.ORG
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hours. Since the spring semester
is fast approaching, she chose to
create the petition on Change.
org rather than wait for more responses. On Thursday night, the
petition had 174 signatures.
“I promoted my survey on
YikYak since I know many students use that app. I’d also like
to make a Reddit post with a link
to the Change.org petition and
maybe post it on YikYak a few
more times at different points of
the day so students who didn’t
see the post yet can still sign if
it’s an issue they feel passionate
about,” Shavnya said.
After completing a detailed
PowerPoint presentation, her
next step is to schedule a meeting with the Dean of Students,
Dr. Eleanor JB Daugherty, or any
other representative she is directed to.
“I will email Dr. Daugherty
soon, explaining how I feel and
the fact that I’d like to set up a
meeting with her. In case she
directs me to someone else, I’m
happy to talk to any other member(s) of the university administration,” Shavnya said. “In my
survey, a few students expressed
interest in attending such a
meeting, so I will be in touch
with them to see if they’re still
interested in going.
Abbey Engler, the vice president of Diversability, similarly
feels that the university remaining in code orange but removing
the takeout option not only sends
mixed messages to students, but
also negatively impacts students
with disabilities in particular.
“Since our campus is still in
code orange, administration is
sending the message that the
coronavirus is still a threat on
The Daily Campus
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campus. Especially for immunocompromised students, our orange status sends the message to
them that the campus isn’t safe
yet, so therefore they should not
be eating in dining halls,” Engler
said in an email. “In addition,
students that don’t have access
to a formal diagnosis for various
reasons will face additional barriers to gaining access to food.”
Through Diversability, an organization advocating for disability rights on campus, Engler
emphasizes giving takeout container access to all students in
order to remove pressure and
allow students to have privacy
when it comes to their disabilities.
“I have spoken to individuals with eating disorders who
shared that, without the takeout containers, it will be much
harder for them to continue
their journey in building a positive relationship with food. Yes,
we could give people with eating
disorders permission to get take
out containers,” Engler said,
“but that places undue burden
on them to share deeply personal
information every time they eat.
By making take out containers
accessible to all, we remove barriers to access for people with
disabilities as well.”
To Engler, having a selective
policy for take-out containers
leads to students constantly
needing to prove and discuss
their disability with dining hall
workers, who she alleges assume
those students are lying to get a
container.

See TAKE OUT, p. 2
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Students speak out ResLife to expand spring
about the dining hall housing, opening Charter Oaks
and Northwoods Apartments
changes
TAKE OUT, cont. from p. 1

“Dining hall staff regularly question accommodations and don’t believe
students with disabilities.
This is, to put it bluntly,
ableist. When people, such
as my friend, who need
the most support accessing food are walking out of
dining halls without it because of the poor treatment
they’ve received, we know
we have a problem. But
all of that could be easily
avoided with takeout containers,” Engler said.
Engler’s friend, a UConn student who wishes to
remain anonymous when
describing their dining experience, said recovering
from a 15-year eating disorder has been made harder
by needing to continuously answer questions about
their disorder, being treated with suspicion when
using multiple containers
or bringing their own.
“Every time I go there, I
get questioned. One time
when I requested my accommodations, a dining
hall employee threatened
me saying ‘I wrote down
your name and if it turns
out you don’t have these
accommodations,
there
will be repercussions,’ the
anonymous student said.
“The fact that dining ser-

vices force us to have a plan by Colin Piteo
when we’re on campus, STAFF WRITER
colin.piteo@uconn.edu
then doesn’t accommodate
The University of Connecticut
us is deeply problematic. will release 192 new beds previIf takeout containers were ously used for quarantining into
to remain accessible to ev- the spring housing pool. The
rooms come from Charter Oaks
eryone, it would be the best Apartments and Northwood
thing to relieve my burden Apartments. These rooms were
and what statistics say is unavailable to students during
semester.
about 1/5 women and 1/10 theDr.fallPamela
Schipani, the UComen like me.”
nn executive director of residen-

“The fact that dining
services force us
to have a plan when
we’re on campus,
then doesn’t
accommodate
us is deeply
problematic.”
ANONYMOUS UCONN STUDENT

Dining halls are also often loud and busy locations on campus, making
them obstacles for people
who are neurodivergent,
Engler explained.
“When a neurodivergent
person is overstimulated
by noise, crowds, they
freeze, experience fight or
flight reflexes, and are generally in distress,” Engler
said. “If we had takeout
containers, those people
would be able to minimize
their exposure to things
that overstimulate them
and protect their mental
wellness.”

The takeout containers found in any of the dining halls here on
campus will be gone for most in the near future.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEX LEO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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tial life, spoke over the phone
about the housing situation
during the summer and how it
can be used as a model for the
spring.
“In the summer we used Mansfield Apartments for both quarantine and isolation and given
our low number of students that
have had to be quarantined in
particular we feel we can use just
Mansfield for both things again
in the spring semester,” Schipani
said.
“So that will free up the two
buildings in Charter Oak apartments and they’re mostly fourfour’s
(four-bedroom,
four
student housing) but there are
some two-two’s (two-bedroom,
two students housing) as well as
some two-fours (two bedrooms
and four students) in Charter
Oak Apartments. We also held
some Northwood Apartments
which is mainly where grad students live. There are some undergrads that live there as well
and we do have some demand
from grad students who want
to live on campus and that’s the
only place they can live and so
we are releasing both the Northwood beds and the Charter Oak
beds,” Schipani said.
Schipani said she realizes the
apartments on campus are some
of the most popular housing
options available, and that she
is excited to be able to provide
them to students.
“Students who requested room
changes to participate in that
mid-year process, both will be
available to them. Some of our
most desired housing is apartments so we’re excited that we
can be fully operational in both
Northwood and Charter Oaks
apartments,” Schipani said.
She also said with the opening
of both apartment complexes to
students there will be a trickledown effect in which more housing will become available for all
students.
“And that will free up some
other spaces on campus. There
will likely be some seniors or
juniors who live in suites who
want to move to the apartments
so there will be some movement
that happens over break,” Schipani said.
When asked about a possi-

A stock image of Charter Oaks Apartments. UConn’s Residental
Life plan reopen more rooms in Oaks and Northwood is coming
into fruition in Spring 2022.
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

ble COVID-19 surge on campus during the spring semester,
Schipani said she believes Mansfield Apartments will be able to
handle any possible surge.
“We have 270 spaces in Mansfield, and that’s a lot of spaces, I
mean that’s how many students
can be housed there and typically what we’ve done is house
one person in an apartment
— one person in a bedroom in
an apartment — but if we had
a huge surge, we would house
them together because if they’re
positive, they’re positive. The
good news is if you’re positive
you only have to be in isolation
for 10 days — quarantine is now
only 10 days — it used to be 14, so
that turnover can happen pretty
quickly,” Schipani said.
Schipani also said in the
worst-case scenario, the university can contract rooms from the
Graduate Hotel like it did during
the spring semester of 2021.
“We haven’t reserved the hotel, but we do have an agreement
with the hotel that, if necessary,
with three days’ notice we would
get a contract with the hotel, and
we could do a whole floor — because we would never mix — or
up to three floors. So that is the
other possibility we have in our
back pocket,” Schipani said.
Finally, Schipani said she
looks forward to welcoming
more students to campus next
semester.
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“We do have some new students coming on board, some
new admits, some new transfers,
students who were on a study
abroad or exchange program and
they’re coming back, so there will
be some new faces on campus,”
Schipani said. “We’re pretty excited that our applications from
spring are up from two years ago
which is really good, and we have
plenty of space because we started with less students on campus
in the fall semester, so there will
be new faces and new people to
meet, so that’s exciting.”

“And that will free
up some other
spaces on campus.
There will likely
be some seniors
or juniors who
live in suites who
want to move to
the apartments
so there will be
some movement
that happens over
break,”
DR. PAMELA SCHIPANI
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UConn Health provides tips in beating the
holiday blues and mitigating student burnout
by Jake Kelly

STAFF WRITER
jake.kelly@uconn.edu

University
of
Connecticut
Health professors provide advice
on how to manage holiday blues,
seasonal affective disorder and
student burnout, according to a
recent UConn Today article.
The holiday season can become
a concoction of negative emotion,
especially for those grieving a
loss, recovering from the pandemic or from the usual lack of
sunlight and cold weather found
in most states during the winter.
Dr. Neha Jain, an assistant professor of psychiatry and medical
director of the Mood and Anxiety Disorders Program at UConn Health, said people should be
check on their friends and family,
especially if they know they are
struggling.
“To help someone who you
think might be struggling, the
most important thing is to be
present for them. Don’t hesitate to
check in. Let them know you are
there. What you do for them must
depend on their needs, so just
ask,” Jain said in an email. “They
may want to create a new tradition with you. They may just want
some company. Or, they may want
alone time to rest and recuperate,
and to know someone is available
at the other end of the phone.”
Some tips to either avoid or
remedy holiday blues from UConn Health’s psychiatry experts
are getting sunlight and exercise
as much as possible to boost serotonin; planning ahead to decrease
stress and leave more time to
spend with loved ones; and engaging in activities that bring you joy.
There is a biological explanation for mellow moods during
the holiday season, which can
manifest in seasonal affective
disorder, also known as SAD.
Getting sunlight or using a win-

dow or white light when indoors
will have positive effects on a person’s mental health, according to
Jain.
She said one of the main signs
of seasonal depression is a consistently low mood.
“Most people are able to identify
that as the days get shorter/holidays approach, and sometimes
even if there are several cloudy

“To help someone
who you think might
be struggling, the
most important
thing is to be
present for them.
Don’t hesitate to
check in. Let them
know you are there.
What you do for
them must depend
on their needs, so
just ask,”
DR. NEHA JAIN

days in a row, it affects their mood.
Recognizing seasonal depression
is about pattern recognition,” Jain
said.
Dr. Jayesh Kamath, professor
of psychiatry and immunology at
UConn School of Medicine and
research director for the Mood
and Anxiety Disorders Program
at UConn Health, said there is a
direct correlation between our
mood and sunlight.
“Winter’s reduced sunlight
makes things a lot more difficult
and complicated when you add to
that stress of the holiday season,”
Kamath said in the article. “There

is a direct relationship between
how much sunlight enters our
eyes, changes in our brain chemistry, and circadian rhythm, or our
internal biological clock.”
For students, entering the holiday season may be their first real
break in months. To mitigate some
of the burnout they feel as the semester slogs on, Jain suggested
time management, balancing your
schedule to leave room for social
time and ensuring there is some
time for yourself to recharge.
“It’s important to examine your
life periodically and make sure
your path aligns with your goals.
Likewise, I think it’s important
to make a realistic assessment of
the amount of work you can do
and still have time for non-work
pursuits,” Jain said. “It’s just as
important to have social support
that can sustain you, invigorate
you, and rescue you when you do
need to take some time. Lastly, it’s
important to have self care built
into your life—if you don’t have
time for self care, you are at risk
for burnout.”
Broadly, the holidays have the
potential to be a healthier time
when people release their emotions and practice compassion
when they are struggling, Karen
Steinberg, Ph.D., associate professor of psychiatry at UConn
Health, said.
“Try to make a space for these
feelings and have compassion for
yourself with your own process.
Help transform negative emotions
by identifying and incorporating
new helpful practices that can
help,” Steinberg said in the article. “Whether connecting with
supportive people in your life,
cultivating mindfulness or present-centered awareness, or using
creativity or pleasurable hobbies
that engage your imagination
and broaden your perspective.”

Aastha Gupta, a third-semester physiology and neurobiology
major, and Aayushi Agarwal, a fifth-semester English and psychology double major, discuss some new music while eating lunch
under the last of the fall foliage on the Student Union lawn on
Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021.
PHOTOGRAPH BY IZZI BARTON, STAFF PHOTOGRPAHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Racial disparities in kids’ vaccinations are hard to track
(AP) — The rollout of COVID-19
shots for elementary-age children
has exposed another blind spot in
the nation’s efforts to address pandemic inequalities: Health systems
have released little data on the racial breakdown of youth vaccinations, and community leaders fear
that Black and Latino kids are falling behind.
Only a handful of states have
made public data on COVID-19
vaccinations by race and age, and
the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention does not
compile racial breakdowns either.
Despite the lack of hard data,
public health officials and medical professionals are mindful of
disparities and have been reaching out to communities of color to
overcome vaccine hesitancy. That
includes going into schools, messaging in other languages, deploying mobile vaccine units and emphasizing to skeptical parents that
the shots are safe and powerfully
effective.
Public health leaders believe racial gaps are driven by work and
transportation barriers, as well as
lingering reluctance and information gaps. Parents who do not have
transportation will have a harder
time getting their children to and
from appointments. Those who do
not have flexible work schedules or
paid family leave may delay vaccinating their kids because they will
not be able to stay home if the children have to miss school with minor side effects.
In the few places that do report
child COVID-19 vaccines by race,
the breakdowns vary.
In Michigan, Connecticut and
Washington, D.C., white children
got vaccinated at much higher rates

than their Black counterparts. But
in New York City, white children
between 13 and 17 are vaccinated at
lower rates than Black, Latino and
Asian kids.
In Connecticut, vaccination
rates for 12- to 17-year-olds in many
wealthy, predominantly white
towns exceed 80%.
In Hartford, 39% of children
between 12 and 17 are fully vaccinated. Across the city line in the
suburb of West Hartford, 88% of
children the same age are fully
vaccinated, according to state data
updated in November.
Hartford’s school system is 80%
Black and Latino. West Hartford’s
schools are 73% white.
On Monday morning, parents
who dropped off their children
at a diverse Hartford elementary school provided a glimpse
into the various opinions around
child COVID-19 vaccinations. The
school’s enrollment is more than
75% Latino, Black and Asian.
Some expressed mistrust of the
vaccines and had no plans to get
their children vaccinated. Others
were completely on board. One father was skeptical at first, but said
communications from the school
persuaded him of the benefits of
vaccinations for students, including an end to the disruptions to
in-person learning.
Ed Brown said his 9-year-old
son will be vaccinated because the
boy’s mother feels strongly about
it, even though he still has some
reservations. One result of the
shot becoming available for his
son, Brown said, is that he will get
vaccinated himself.
“I will not give my son something I don’t know is safe,” said
Brown, who is Black.

Another parent, Zachary Colon,
said she was determined not to
have her children vaccinated.
“I’m not vaccinating my son,”
she said. “I read it got FDA approval really quickly. I’m afraid they
don’t know enough about it.”
Leslie Torres-Rodriguez, the superintendent of Hartford schools,
said the low vaccination rate
among her students means more
of them end up missing school.
If vaccinated students are exposed to infected people, they can
come to school as long as they are
not showing symptoms. Unvaccinated students have to test negative in order to return immediately.
“That can become another barrier for some of our families. Some
of our families, for a variety of reasons, they don’t get the test, and so
they have to wait out the seven to
10 days. And so absolutely, it has
kept students home,” she said.
In Washington, lingering reluctance in the Black community has
been mirrored in low vaccination
rates among Black adolescents.
The most recent numbers provided by the District of Columbia
Department of Health show that

the rate of full vaccination among
Black children between 12 and 15
is just over half that of their white
counterparts: 29 percent compared
with 54 percent.
During a recent event to promote the start of vaccinations for
children as young as age 5, Health
Department Director Dr. LaQuandra Nesbitt acknowledged that
reluctance has been difficult to
overcome despite months of public
campaigning in the nation’s capital.
“People have to want to be vaccinated,” she said. “It’s not always
an access issue. It’s a choice issue.”
In Seattle, the Odessa Brown
Children’s Clinic began hosting
mobile clinics, offering in-home
vaccinations and providing information in an array of languages
to reach families who might otherwise not have gotten a shot for
their kids. About 40% of the clinic’s
patients are Black and 30% speak a
language other than English, while
70% are on Medicaid.
Chicago’s public health department planned to expand its inhome vaccination program to ages
5 and up starting this week. Com-

er Children’s Hospital at the University of Chicago and the Loyola
Medicine center west of Chicago
both planned to send mobile pediatric vaccination units into underserved communities in the coming
days.
The White House has made
health equity a top priority, and
its coronavirus task force said last
week that the country has closed
the racial gap among the overall
population of 194 million people who are fully vaccinated. The
Biden administration also said it
is spending nearly $800 million to
support organizations that seek to
broaden vaccine confidence among
communities of color and low-income Americans.
But federal, state and local systems for tracking public health
data are still limited and underfunded, including tracking data
for racial disparities in child vaccines, said Dr. Georges Benjamin,
executive director of the American
Public Health Association.
“We’ve not invested in the data
system that we absolutely need to
have for public health,” Benjamin
said.
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Cameron West, 9, receives a COVID-19 vaccination at Englewood Health in Englewood, N.J., Monday, Nov.
8, 2021. Health systems have released little data on the racial breakdown of youth vaccinations, and
community leaders fear that Black and Latino kids are falling behind.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SETH WENIG/AP
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Happy International Men’s Day! But ...
by Maddie Papcun

WEEKLY COLUMNIST
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

Today, Nov. 19, is International
Men’s Day! Celebrated in approximately 80 countries worldwide, the
day is meant as an opportunity to take
part in a global conversation regarding manhood, masculinity and men’s
issues by highlighting the societal issues men and boys face and celebrating them in all their diversity. This
year specifically, the theme is focusing
on better relations between men and
women.
Being completely transparent here,
the only time I had ever heard about
International Men’s Day before doing
research for this column would be last
year, on International Women’s Day.
I was on Twitter, celebrating the accomplishments of women worldwide,
and came across some discourse fuelled by men asking, “Why do women get a day all to themselves?” and
“Where’s International Men’s day?”
In all honesty, this was infuriating to

me in the moment. However, I didn’t the main reasons people are hesitant
want to let the debate disrupt my life, to admit they are struggling and seek
so I stuck a pin in it until International help, with this stigmatization being
Men’s Day this year. And here we are! especially prevalent among men.
Upon first seeing those tweets ask- Furthermore, the National Institute
ing when International Men’s Day on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism
was, I thought to myself
only semi-sarcastically,
“Isn’t that every day?”
And I promise this isn’t
just me being a cynical
misandrist; it may be
2021, but we still live in a
man’s world.
Nevertheless, there
are issues that men deal
with differently that deserve awareness. For
example, more than four
times as many men compared to women die by ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
suicide in the United States. In 2010, reported that while approximately
a total of 38,364 Americans died by 95,000 people in the United States die
suicide, with about 79% of these sui- from alcohol-related causes annually,
cides being men. Moreover, the World about 68,000 of these deaths are men
Health Organization noted in their and only 27,000 are women. Clearly,
2018 report that the cultural stigma there are underlying issues in our sosurrounding mental health is one of ciety that lead men to be more likely

to struggle with their mental health
without receiving help, and International Men’s Day is a great reason to
discuss and break down these trends.
Nonetheless, I still believe it is inappropriate to respond to International
Women’s Day by asking about International
Men’s Day. These are
separate days to honor
the accolades of women
and men respectively.
Thus, interrupting the
celebration of one by
angrily demanding for
the other misses the
point of both. Simply
put, not every day can
personally be about
you. Let women have
one day where they
can look past patriarchal oppression,
and let men have a day to openly discuss the problems they uniquely face
regarding toxic masculinity and rigid
cultural standards.
In essence, I wanted to highlight the
clear hypocrisy I found in my interac-

tions on Twitter last year. International Men’s Day is no doubt important,
but why have I only seen people asking about it on International Women’s
Day? If you care about men’s issues in
February, specifically on a day meant
for celebrating women, why do you
seem to forget about them come November?
I know that these “holidays” can
seem insignificant, especially considering International Men’s Day is
sandwiched between less serious
days like National Princess Day on
Nov. 18 and National Peanut Butter
Fudge Day on Nov. 20, but there are
important conversations waiting to
happen here. We (unfortunately) still
live in a highly gendered world, so we
should take the time to investigate the
phenomena such an existence causes.
Additionally, we should take the time
to investigate our obsession with gender as a society, and ways we could
move away from it. However, in the
meantime there’s no need to invalidate the experiences of others in our
awareness.

Point/Counterpoint: Is it okay to have kids?
by Harrison Raskin
OPINION EDITOR,
harrison.raskin@uconn.edu

and Nell Srinath
CONTRIBUTOR
nell.srinath@uconn.edu

Antinatalism is a controversial
topic in philosophy which states
that humans should abstain from
procreation. It is appealing because
it resolves many ethical dilemmas
with procreation, but disgusting
because it promises to interrupt
almost every aspect of our lives
and societies. This point-counterpoint is dedicated to a debate of the
merits of this position. Note that
the debate around natalism does
not refer to one’s voluntary choice
to remain childless, but rather the
philosophical merit of procreation.
Point: Harrison
Antinatalism is the correct ethical position regarding procreation
because it accommodates the consent of all beings. Consent is one of
the most important rights which
conscious beings hold: we have a
universal right to make our own,
free decisions about our relationships, labor, associations, commitments and the overall path of our
lives. It is plainly unethical for beings to deprive other beings of this
consent in any situation.
Because of the above understanding, in no other context than
childbirth would it be considered
acceptable for the consent of anyone to be violated and taken away.
Children are subjected to decades
of life, including wild and unwanted amounts of suffering, because
society considers the desires of par-

ents more important
than consent. But no
desire, however fundamental or central to
anyone, is really more
important than consent. The creation of
new life is inherently
non-consensual, and
therefore we should
abstain from it if we
can afford to. The reality is, we can afford
to abstain from procreation, so we should
ILLUSTRATION BY STEVEN COLEMAN, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
do so out of respect
for the rights of all bepotential of building out of this reings to consent to as much of their ality and into a new one that makes
experiences as possible.
having children an ethical desire.
This is why procreation is also
Counterpoint: Nell
not inherently a violation of conPronatalism is a morally sound sent. The question of whether or
position because it is the effect, not not beings who do not yet exist can
the cause, of the world’s material consent to decisions made today is
conditions. Across the globe, a va- unanswerable. Is the Big Bang that
riety of factors influence whether created the universe and all of its
or not someone has children, in- cursed, beautiful gifts a violation of
cluding familial expectations, cul- our consent? Did the Great Molastural values, lack of access to safe ses Flood of 1919 violate the consent
birth control methods and the eco- of the 21 Bostonians who would
nomic necessity of more hands in have preferred not to be swept up
the family unit — all of which are by molasses? I don’t think there
factors affected by existing struc- is a correct answer to any of these
tures like capitalism and patriar- premises. As such, it’s my opinion
chy.
that the correct question is whethIn agrarian economies, which er or not beings can retroactively
encapsulate 60% of the global pop- consent to their creation, which is
ulation according to the United something very much in our conNations Food and Agriculture Or- trol.
ganization, having children may
be critical to the promise of develHarrison:
opment, whereas a lack of hands
You’re absolutely right to claim
to help the community may spell that “pronatalism” or the position
its doom. People can consent to of having children, is our default
this socioeconomic reality about as position because of human social
much as they can consent to being conditions. It could be argued that
born. However, it is the realizable even in absence of the systemic

oppressions and violences you bring up,
human culture has
always endured material conditions which
incentivise
procreation.
But conditions of
social oppression are
very important because they drive us to
do otherwise morally
unacceptable things.
For example, it is far
worse for a rich person to steal from a
poor person than for
a poor person to steal from another
poor person. While the poor person probably has a much better
reason for stealing than the rich
person, stealing from an innocent
person is still wrong. While having children is central to development economics and political
justice, and shame for procreating
“too much” tends to be weaponized
against the most oppressed people,
these conditions don’t change the
violation of consent that procreation represents. We should seek
understandings of this violation
that acknowledge systemic oppression and don’t blame the oppressed
for their material circumstances.
Your examples of the creation of
the universe and the Great Molasses Flood don’t represent meaningful violations of consent because
they weren’t actions perpetrated
by conscious, ethically-minded beings. On the other hand, humans
today have the ability to consider
the rights of unborn people, including their right to consent, in our
choices. When it's possible, which
may only be in a world which has

conquered social oppression, we
should avoid these violations.
Nell:
By the logic that procreation denies the consent of the nonexistent
to remain nonexistent, wouldn’t
practicing antinatalism at a societal level also violate the consent
of future beings who would rather
stick around to enjoy the world’s
gifts? What about the rights of
those who, after being born and
experiencing the mixed bag that is
existence, decide to dedicate their
lives to improving things? The
very existence of social movements
intent on changing society proves
that the latter group of people are
an extant group. If it is immoral to
procreate due to the violation of
some definition of “consent,” then
so too is it immoral to not procreate.
Pronatalism is moral because,
by ensuring the continuation of
humanity, only it enables the intergenerational project of upending systematic oppression, thus
solving dilemmas such as resource
extraction without reciprocation,
industrial pollution, and social
strife. We can solve these problems
without discontinuing the human
population, much of which is composed of indigenous communities
who have practiced climate justice
for generations, as well as activists
all over the world fighting gendered, ethnic, class and disability-based oppressions.
Having children increases the
probability that we will clean the
poison out of the Earth, spread the
wealth equitably and create harmony between peoples, animals
and the environment.

05

Friday, November 19, 2021 • DailyCampus.com

@dailycampuslife

NACP hosts professor to discuss epidemic of
violence in Native American communities
by Jonathan Kopeliovich
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jonathan.kopeliovich@uconn.edu

On Oct. 18, University of Kansas Professor Sarah Deer, a citizen
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation of
Oklahoma, held a virtual keynote
talk for the University of Connecticut to address the epidemic of
missing and murdered Indigenous
women.
The Native American Cultural
Programs, the Undergraduate Student Government and the Violence
Against Women Prevention Program at UConn co-sponsored the
event in honor of Native and Indigenous Heritage Month. Deer, whose
work concerns Indigenous victims’
rights, spoke about historical factors, legal precedents and reasons
why there are so many Indigenous
victims of violence.
Deer cited the difficulty of compiling data on crimes in the United
States, saying that a large number
of crimes go unreported. According to RAINN, more than 2 out of
3 sexual assaults go unreported.
Therefore, Deer explained, it is
hard to classify how widespread violence against Indigenous peoples
is. Additionally, Deer talked about
a report conducted by the National Institute of Justice. According to
the Department of Justice, 84.3% of

American Indian and Alaska Na- to forget their culture, physically the Department of Justice Archives,
tive (AIAN) women will undergo and mentally traumatized by their this meant that the federal governviolence in their lifetime. 56.1% will “superiors” and then sent back to ment could not try an Indigenous
experience at least one incident of the reservations. Deer further dis- person for a crime committed on
sexual violence.
cussed how the government began Indigenous territory. Deer said
The presentation also empha- to erode the legal systems of tribes that this meant that tribes originalsized the commonplace abuse of In- through legislation like the Ma- ly retained their legal systems and
digenous peoples throughout his- jor Crimes Act and Oliphant vs. sovereignty. However, the federal
tory. Deer showed a portion from Suquamish.
government reversed their decision
Christopher Columbus’
through the Major Crimes
writing which describes
Act and were able to take
“Our student group, the Native
subduing and raping a
prosecutive
authority
woman from the Carib
over tribal crimes, said
American
and
Indigenous
Student
tribe. As part of Andrew
the DOJ Archives.
Association, is fundraising this
Jackson’s Indian RemovDeer discussed that the
al Act, the Cherokee tribe
legal systems that were
month for the NIWRC, the National slowly being replaced
was forced to move from
Mississippi to Oklahoma, Indigenous Women’s Resource Center. were more restorative
PBS stated. Many starved
than Western systems
So I know we don’t have a lot of
and died in the process.
of law. In her search for
“What happens to refuevidence regarding how
money if you’re in college, but you
gee zones? What happens
sexual crimes were prosto people who are fleeing know, even a dollar or two ... that can ecuted in traditional tribfrom war? Sexual assault add up to a significant amount and it al courts, Deer stumbled
is a part of that story. Who
upon a Creek tribal law
does make a difference.”
do you report that to if
addressing rape.
you are a victim there?”
“It really centered the
KAYLEE MOOTZ
Deer said.
survivor of sexual assault
Deer explained that the
to have agency to have
era of Andrew Jackson’s policies
In the former case, a Native Amer- whatever remedy be appropriate
was not the only time the feder- ican killed another on a reserva- to be in her case…no state would
al government violated the sov- tion. The Supreme Court originally have anything like this in their own
ereignty of tribes. She discussed ruled that the tribe’s punishment laws because women couldn’t own
the boarding schools that Native of lifetime restitution — meaning property or enter into contracts,”
American children were allegedly that he would have to take care of she said.
taken to and brainwashed. Accord- the victim’s family for life — for the
To this effect, Deer argued that
ing to her, the children were forced murderer was legal. According to the slow decay of tribal sovereign-

ty, rampant sexual violence in
the past and present and abuse
of Indigenous peoples have contributed to the epidemic of sexual violence against AIAN people
today. She emphasized that the
ultimate point of the presentation is to encourage students to
take this information and educate
themselves and others about the
issues. Deer said that a small step
that students could take right
now is to call their senators and
tell them to support the Democrat reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act.
“The Violence Against Women
Act (VAWA) creates and supports
comprehensive, cost-effective responses to domestic violence,
sexual assault, dating violence
and stalking,” stated the National Network to End Domestic Violence.
“Our student group, the Native
American and Indigenous Student Association, is fundraising
this month for the NIWRC, the
National Indigenous Women’s
Resource Center. So I know we
don’t have a lot of money if you’re
in college, but you know, even a
dollar or two...that can add up to
a significant amount and it does
make a difference,” said Kaylee
Mootz, the program coordinator
of the NACP.

‘Childhood
in
American
Art’
HISTORICAL GLIMPSES OF YOUTH AT THE BENTON
by Esther Ju

STAFF WRITER
esther.ju@uconn.edu

The Griselda Doll (above) is one of the many works on display at
the Benton as part of its “Childhood in American Art” exhibit.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

Despite the arrival of Thanksgiving
break and the impending atmosphere
of all things festive, for some of us,
getting into the holiday groove is a difficult task. After one blissful week of
freedom and food, an extra fortnight
of classes awaits and after that — death
(or finals, depending on the way you
look at it). In short, there’s a clear need
for some child-like cheer to revive us
all.
Thankfully, the Benton Museum’s
versatility as both an art space and a
zen space is the perfect remedy. Its current exhibition, “Childhood in American Art” takes viewers on a youthful
journey through 19th and early 20th
century America, where the historical contexts of toys, furniture, books
and fashion are depicted on display.
As it turns out, certain toys like
the Griselda Doll (c. 1840) were
commonly owned by children from
upper-class families. This was also
before child labor laws were regulated, and children who worked
in factories would ironically be the
ones making toys for upper-class
children. Unlike the infamous line
of Cabbage Patch Kids and somewhat terrifying animatronic baby
dolls we’re familiar with today, 19th
century dolls, including the Griselda
Doll, usually portrayed adult women.
Additionally, the child-sized furniture in the exhibition is particularly difficult to ignore, and arguably
steals most of the attention as some of
the larger, three-dimensional pieces
of the collection. Many of the pieces
are chairs, while a few are rocking
chairs — a very characteristic facet of
childhood. Nancy Stula, the Benton’s
executive director, commented on the
inclusion of these pieces, as well as
the prominence of children’s chairs
throughout history.
“The furniture is amazing, all of
those children’s chairs,” Stula said.
“And in fact, just last week on the 11th,

on Veterans Day, we had a lecture by
Arthur Liverant on children’s chairs.
He brought in 28 children’s chairs, so
we had a museum full of chairs for this
talk. And the chairs dated from — the
earliest was [from] 1690 and then the
latest one was I think from the 1940s,
which showed the first use of plywood.
So, I agree with you, I think the chairs
are fascinating.”
A number of children’s books are
also part of the collection, one of which
is “Home Book” by J. A. Vincent (1886).
Enlarged versions of its pages are scattered around the gallery, appearing
sporadically on the walls in Barnes
and Noble-esque fashion. The book
served as an all-in-one textbook for
schoolhouses, where children of all
ages would acquire their education
from the same source.

“That was the one that
always stuck in my mind,
that’s owned by the Benton.
Whenever I would go down
into our storage, I would
see it and that’s really what
made me think that I would
like to do an exhibition on
childhood.”
NANCY STULA

Alongside “Home Book,” primers
were a great educational resource
during the 18th and early 19th centuries. These textbooks, encased in a
glass display, were used to teach young
children how to read.
“We borrowed those from the Dodd
Center, from the archives, and it was
really interesting to see how those
evolved through time and what they
looked like — the fact that they were
so tiny and so basic,” Stula said. “You
know, basically [being] in one-room
schoolhouses where all ages were
gathered and each student just studied their primer, I thought was really

interesting.”
Out of all these aspects, the most
peculiar historical takeaway had to do
with children’s fashion. The oil portrait
titled “Charles Gordon and his Sibling”
(c. 1852), which illustrates two children
posed side by side, offers a vague explanation of its subjects, as it is left unclear which one is Gordon and which
gender his sibling is. Hairstyles and
clothing were gender-neutral for children back then, a notion unexpected of
an era as traditional as the 19th century.
However, the short hair and androgynous attire sported by both siblings
leave their identities ambiguous.
According to Stula, the lack of gender indication was another detail that
captivated her.
“What I also found the most interesting was that it was so difficult to tell
gender in these 19th century portraits,” Stula said. “And to confuse
matters to contemporary eyes was
the fact that pink was considered
the color that boys would wear and
blue was reserved for girls. But in
general, they really didn’t care if
gender was distinguished, which
I thought was kind of cool. It was
more that they just had to identify
them as children versus adults and
not paying much attention to girl
versus boy.”
Although from a personal standpoint, the portrait appeared a bit
strange and borderline sinister,
“Charles Gordon and his Sibling”
was actually the piece that inspired
Stula to arrange the exhibition in the
first place.
“That was the one that always stuck
in my mind, that’s owned by the Benton,” Stula said. “Whenever I would
go down into our storage, I would see
it and that’s really what made me think
that I would like to do an exhibition on
childhood.”
To view the entire collection, feel
free to visit the ‘Childhood in American Art’ exhibition at the Benton any
time between now (excluding Thanksgiving week) and Dec. 18. For more
information, check out the Benton’s
website.
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New shows and movies for years to come

by Zachary Wisnefsky

Disney+ community, the company
built more anticipated through the
Last Friday, Nov. 12, Disney host- announcements of
ed its second annual Disney+ Day, future releases.
celebrating two years since the
Marvel
Stulaunch of its streaming service.
dios, the brand
In two years, Disney+ has built ever-known for its
itself to be one of the top streaming elaborate “phase”
services worldwide with 118 mil- a n n o u n c e m e nt s ,
lion subscribers. With its future opted to do things
television shows and movies, the a little differently, reservice hopes to launch itself to the leasing a special aptly
top spot in the world, currently oc- titled “Marvel Studios
cupied by Netflix.
Disney+ Day 2021.” The extended
On this day of celebration, Dis- trailer of sorts covers Marvel Stuney+ didn’t just release new televi- dios’ Disney+ releases this year,
sion shows and movies to its ser- including “WandaVision,” “Falcon
vice, it also announced its plans for and the Winter Soldier,” “Loki” and
the next few years.
“What If?,” as well as the future of
On Nov. 12, Disney+ debuted superhero streaming shows.
three feature films for viewing, inPremiering on Nov. 24 is the new
cluding the theseries “Hawkatrically-released
eye”
starring
“Shang-Chi and Several film projects will Jeremy
Renthe Legend of the
be coming to Disney+ ner and Hailee
Ten Rings” and
Steinfeld as the
in 2022 including a
“Jungle Cruise,”
archers Clint
as well as the new “Cheaper By the Dozen” Barton
and
direct-to-Disney+
Kate
Bishop,
reboot in March, as
release
“Home
r e s p e c t iv e l y.
Sweet
Home well as “Disenchanted,” Coming in 2022
Alone.”
are three new
“Hocus Pocus 2” and series: “Moon
Along
with
those new film
“She“Pinocchio” in the fall. Knight,”
releases, Disney+
Hulk” and “Ms.
Day brought anMarvel.” Comimated short films like “Frozen ing in 2023 and beyond are “Echo,”
Fever” and “Ciao Alberto” to the “Ironheart,” “Agatha: House of
streaming service. Additionally, Harkness,” “Secret Invasion,”
the first five episodes of the ac- “The Guardians of the Galaxy Holclaimed docu-series “The World iday Special,” “What If? Season 2”
According to Jeff Goldblum” were and “Loki Season 2,” as well as sevreleased this past Friday.
eral other animated and live-action
While all those debuts excited the productions.

STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

On
other fronts, Disney+ Day brought
the release of clips from the new
docu-series “The Beatles: Get
Back” from director Peter Jackson
that revitalizes old footage from the
Beatles documentary “Let It Be,”
covering the creation of the eponymous album. The series releases on
the service on Nov. 25.
Several film projects will be coming to Disney+ in 2022 including a
“Cheaper By the Dozen” reboot in
March, as well as “Disenchanted,”
“Hocus Pocus 2” and “Pinocchio”
in the fall.
The 2022 television slate also
includes “Sneakerella” in February, “Cars on the Road,” “Obi-Wan
Kenobi,” “Willow” and “Zootopia+.”
There is a lot to be excited about
with Disney+, as the streaming
service seems to be steadily building its new media content, adding
to its already massive vault of movies and television shows. Whether
or not it will supersede Netflix remains to be seen, but Disney certainly seems focused on investing
into original content for the service.

‘THE SEX LIVES OF COLLEGE GIRLS’
hilariously captures what freshman year
of college is really like

Pauline Chalamet, Alyah Chanelle Scott, Reneé Rapp and Amrit Kaur play college freshmen in the new
HBO Max series, “The Sex Lives of College Girls.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF CNN.COM

by Jordana Castelli
STAFF WRITER
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

Between “Glee,” “Gossip Girl” and
numerous other television shows,
the lives of high school socialites and
misfits has been widely captured on
the television screen, but has that of
college students? Created by Mindy
Kaling and Justin Noble, “The Sex
Lives of College Girls” follows four
roommates as they navigate their
first year at Essex College, a prestigious university located in Vermont.
Initially, I expected the show to
completely focus on sex and the
plentiful amount of hormones that
accompany being a college freshman. The opening scene shows two
students making out, and Kimberly’s mom (Nicole Sullivan) stating
that she can see the male’s erection.
This leads me to believe that it may
not be the best show to watch with
your parents over break, but still entertaining nonetheless.
While there are many sex-fueled
scenes, there are many more meaningful undertones surrounding the
plot. Kimberly (Pauline Chalamet),
Whitney (Alyah Chanelle Scott),
Leighton (Reneé Rapp) and Bela

(Amrit Kaur) are all placed in a suite
together and all have very different
backgrounds. Leighton comes from
a rich family living in New York City,
while Kimberly grew up in an ultra-white town with her lower-middle class parents. On the other hand,
aspiring-comedian Bela was raised
in a traditional Indian household,
while Whitney’s senator mother is
always on the go in Washington.
I was pleased to see the amount of
racial and sexual diversity present
throughout the first episode alone.
Each member of the quartet is attempting to find themselves while in
a new environment, a journey that
is both relatable and realistic to the
viewer. While Leighton’s character
initially seems to be the stereotypical
boy-frenzied white girl, the audience
finds out she’s exploring her sexuality by joining a dating app and hooking up with girls. On the other hand,
Bela’s sex-positive actions may lead
her into reckless territory.
As a college senior myself, I looked
back at my own freshman year while

HOW TO HAVE
THE SMOOTHEST
SHOPPING
EXPERIENCE THIS

by Grace Seymour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.seymour@uconn.edu

The first official day of the
holiday shopping season is
upon us, and it is going to be
hectic this year. Last Black Friday, COVID-19 motivated many
shoppers to stay home and buy
online. Although most stores
have decided to stay closed
the night of Thanksgiving, despite sales starting at that time
in the past, all stores will be
open for business early Friday
morning. If you are one of the
brave shoppers heading out
for Black Friday this year, here
are some tips to relieve some
much-needed stress.
Make a list of the items you
need before you leave the
house. Mindless shopping on
Black Friday is not a good idea,
as popular items sell out in a
matter of hours, and stores
quickly overcrowd as the day
progresses. Creating a list of
the gifts you are looking to purchase will help prepare your
itinerary for the day and will
help you avoid wasting time.
Also, make sure the stores
you are visiting are worth your
time and effort. Some stores
do not budge with their prices for Black Friday, whereas
others have bargains that are
definitely worth looking into.
Common clothing stores usually have better sales online
during Black Friday compared
to in the actual store, and their
in-person locations tend to become disorganized with all
the people coming in and
out through the day.
Check the opening and
closing times of stores
as well to keep your
day on track.
Shop for big gifts
first. By big gifts,
I’m talking about
items such as
electronics,
shoes and jewelry. Apple usually
has great deals
on their products
through
the
weekend,

but the process of purchasing
a new phone or computer can
be time-consuming, so get this
done first. Target and Best Buy
become madhouses with shoppers looking for the newest
electronics, so check out some
of their online deals before you
head to the stores.
Speaking of online shopping,
we cannot forget about Cyber
Monday, which falls on the
Monday after Thanksgiving
and Black Friday. Cyber Monday is basically the virtual version of Black Friday in which
retailers lower their product
prices on their websites to
promote online shopping. Cyber Monday is useful if you
are looking to shop small social media businesses or your
favorite clothing retailers because of their great sales. It’s
also a great option if you want
to shop from the comfort of
your own bed.
Prepare accordingly for the
day. Getting a good sleep after
Thanksgiving is essential to a
good shopping experience if
you are going to be out all day.
Eat a nourishing breakfast, and
keep snacks and water bottles
in the car. If you are a dedicated
shopper there will be no time
for lunch! Pack extra masks to
have on hand in case you lose
or break yours, and most importantly for those of us living
in cold climates, do not wear a
big jacket into the stores. They
generate heat from all of the
people coming in and out, and
you do not want to carry a jacket with you through the stores.
Finally, enjoy the chaos.
If you decide to head out
for Black Friday this
year, be aware of the
crowds and commotion
and make an experience out of it. The
holidays only come
around once a year
and being able
to spend time
with friends or
family is what
it’s all about.
Stay safe and
have fun out
there!

watching “The Sex Lives of College
Girls.” In my opinion, the show perfectly encapsulates the overwhelming amount of change that comes
along with starting your first year
in higher education. We’re all placed
in a new environment with brand
new people, and the reality is, many
of us don’t know what we’re doing.
Kaling and Noble captured the realities of college life — the ups and
downs. The yearn to fit in, mixed
with the attempt to discover oneself,
created a beautiful viewer experience that I will continue to engage in
over break. Even better, the comedic
undertones of the dialogue create a
heart-warming, yet hilariously funny show.
If you’re interested in watching
a humorous, yet real depiction of
what freshman year of college is like,
I highly suggest tuning into “The
Sex Lives of College Girls.” HBO
Max released the first two episodes
on Nov. 18, with three more debuting
on Nov. 25 and Dec. 2, and the final
two on Dec. 9.

RATING:
CLIPART COURTESY OF CITY FLOOR SUPPLY BLOG
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Real Talk with Rebecca:

‘It’s supposed to be fun turning 21’

by Rebecca Friedman

the best year yet. All of my friends
and I would count down the days
until this milestone birthday, as the
younger side of our friend group
couldn’t wait to catch up. And, as
much fun as it has been, it has also
been difficult.

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
rebecca.friedman@uconn.edu

Taylor Swift’s release of “All Too
Well (10 Minute Version) (Taylor’s
Version)” has had me self-reflect —
not necessarily on the heartbreak
aspect, but on the idea of time passing. More specifically, the bittersweet feeling I have at the age of 21.
No one prepares you for the reality
of turning 21, being a senior and the
moments leading up to post-grad
lifestyle. Growing up, I always pictured 21 to be filled with carefree
bliss, a time where nothing mattered but enjoying fun moments
with friends. However, I would
have to agree with Taylor Swifts’
new additional “All Too Well” lyrics
when she says “It’s supposed to be
fun turning 21.”
Although this lyric refers to Swift
dealing with heartbreak around the
time of her 21st birthday, I think this
lyric encapsulates a lot more for any
21-year-olds listening. Throughout college, I remember longing
for the clock to strike midnight on
my 21st birthday. I expected it to be

Although this lyric
refers to Swift dealing
with heartbreak around
the time of her 21st
birthday, I think this
lyric encapsulates a lot
more for any 21-yearolds listening.
Turning 21 brought on senior
year of college, and with senior year
came a whole lot of baggage that I
never planned for. Maybe it is my
own personal doing, but in my experience, turning 21 meant growing
up. It was the start of adulthood
that I didn’t see coming until it was
too late. It was the beginning of the

last days of college. The first of the
lasts with my college friends before
moving back out-of-state and going
on our separate post-grad journeys.
Turning 21 brought my last first day
of school, my last sorority semi-formal and the last year before entering the real world. Every day, I find
myself thinking about how much I
am going to miss this, but I think
what I miss is already behind me.
I miss the feeling of being in my
youth. The jump between 20 and 21
is one I never thought about. I was
so eager for the jump that I didn’t
realize how much I would miss it.
I don’t mean this to sound as if I
have taken for granted any moment
of being 21. I am thankful for the
memories I have made. The ups and
downs of this year have taught me
some important life lessons. I don’t
think I would describe the feeling
of turning 21 as sad. I think I would
just describe it as fearful. I am fearful for the next chapter of life. With
that being said, I hope “feeling 22”
won’t be as scary as it sounds, and
that everything will be alright if we
just keep dancing (queue “22 (Taylor’s Version)”).

Taylor Swift’s “All Too Well (10 Minute Version) (Taylor’s Version)”
includes lyrics of heartbreak and the emotional toll of a bad relationship. Author Rebecca Friedman relates this song to the wider
experiences of 21-year-olds at the end of their college careers
and the beginnings of adulthood.
PHOTO COURTESY OF GENIUS.COM

HOLLIEATS: Super sides for Thanksgiving
by Hollianne Lao
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LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

I love the food served at holidays this
time of the year, whether it be at Thanksgiving or later in the season. There’s a
comforting nostalgia in the classic American desserts and dishes, as well as the
cultural ones my family and other people’s families celebrate with. Last year, I
touched upon a few of my favorite festive
foods, but I would be remiss to not discuss my favorite part of Thanksgiving:
the sides. I love the classics like mashed
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potatoes, stuffing, mac and cheese or
some sort of roasted vegetable (squash,
carrots or even Brussels sprouts will
do). I’m sure some people have their
tried-and-true recipes for these sides,
but have you ever considered spicing up
your Thanksgiving spread? (Not literally,
although I wouldn’t be against it.) I just
mean consider doing variations of these
traditional sides, like some other potato
dish or a less conventional stuffing recipe. Here are two I think you could try
making this Thanksgiving! Although
they may take a bit more work than your
usual reliable recipes, it would be fun to
make with family and friends.

•
2 pounds Yukon gold po
tatoes, peeled and thinly
sliced
•
2 tablespoons of unsalted
butter
•
½ medium onion, diced
finely
•
2 cloves garlic, minced
•
2 tablespoons all-purpose
flour
•
1.5 cups whole milk
•
½ teaspoon salt
•
¼ teaspoon ground black
pepper, or to taste
•
1 cup sharp white chedd
ar cheese, shredded
•
¼ cup Grana Padano or
parmesan cheese, shredd
ed
•
Fresh green onions, cho
pped (optional, for garnis
h)
Instructions
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Preheat oven to 375 degree
s Fahrenheit. Lightly gre
ase a 9 by 9 inch
baking dish. Layer potat
oes in the baking dish.
Melt butter in a large sau
cepan over medium hea
t. Add onion and
garlic, and cook until sof
t and translucent (about
three minutes).
Whisk in flour and contin
ue to whisk until brown
ed (about 30 seconds to one minute). Gradu
ally whisk in milk, and add
salt and pepper. Continuously whisk
until mixture has thicke
ned, about two to
three minutes.
Turn heat down to low
and add cheeses. Stir con
tinuously until
melted (about 30 seconds)
.
Pour cheese sauce on top
of the potatoes, and cover
with aluminum
foil.
Place into oven and bake
for one hour. Uncover and
continue to bake
for 20-30 minutes, or un
til lightly browned, potat
oes are tender and
mixture has thickened.
Garnish with freshly gro
und black pepper and gre
en onions. Serve
immediately and enjoy!
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | An avid reader

A giant cutout of Duane Chapman, also known as Dog the Bounty Hunter, peeps over an upside-down copy of The Daily Campus during the introductions of the Long Island University
men’s basketball team’s starting lineup at their matchup against the Huskies at Gampel Pavilion on Nov. 17, 2021. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Crossword
Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Takes over
7 Set
15 Mendeleev’s
homeland
16 Nobel Prize
presentation, say
17 Fix
18 Vader’s choice
19 Like one hiding
contraband on
his person?
21 “Dropped” drug
22 Texas __: oil
23 Notable times
24 First-time hot-dog
griller?
32 Aqua relative
35 Flutes, for
example
36 Notepad option
40 Gridiron
maneuver
41 Like some allergy
sufferers
43 __ Stone, co-star
of the “Jacques
Brel” musicals
44 Like designers
of Halloween
costumes?
48 Scout in “To Kill a
Mockingbird,” e.g.
49 Peninsular U.S.
st.
52 Org. with briefs
55 Campus antihazing policy,
basically?
59 Lab neatener
61 Face
62 Ninth-century
pope
63 Fill with love
64 Bully’s trait
65 Supremely irked
DOWN
1 Boats
2 Quite odd
3 Harbor city of
ancient Rome
4 Useful TV spots:
Abbr.
5 Wall Street crawl
6 Much of Algeria
7 Modern office
furniture
8 With 13-Down,
has a fender
bender with

11/19/21

By Jeffrey Wechsler

9 Isn’t correct
10 Toy since ancient
times
11 KLM hub letters
12 Agitate
13 See 8-Down
14 Like gumdrops
20 Ute relative
24 It often includes
trysts
25 Falcons’ home:
Abbr.
26 “Give __ break!”
27 Qty.
28 Wool fabric
29 “Downton Abbey”
title
30 Long border
range
31 Bank (on)
32 Gang land
33 Dept. formed
under Carter
34 German familyowned discount
market
37 Kabuki relative
38 Nov. NJ setting
39 Rep. foe
42 “Oh, man, check
it out!”
45 Actor Cage,
casually

Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

COMIC BY CARLIE KUBISEK, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Sudoku 1
Level

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

46 Large numbers
47 Climatedisrupting
phenomenon
49 Home-building
stage
50 Colonel Sanders’
head, and its ilk
51 Watchful
52 Driver with lines
53 “This was my
dream. What

2

3

4

11/19/21

it doth __, God
knows”: “Henry
VI, Part 2”
54 India tourist city
55 Writer
Lebowitz
56 Early writing
symbol
57 Sale condition
58 Past 15-Across
leader
60 Receptacle
Solution to Thursday’s puzzle

11/19/21
Complete the
grid so each row,
column and
3-by-3 box
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From the Largo to Storrs: Aaron Hackett’s journey
by Ty Reeves

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ty.reeves@uconn.edu

When people think of the University of Connecticut, they think of our
winning basketball programs. They
think of prominent athletes like Sue
Bird, Ray Allen, Diana Taurasi and
all the others who have come through
the historic programs. However, people often don’t know about the prominent athletes from other sports that
have competed for and are currently at
UConn. Insert Aaron Hackett.
Hackett is a member of the track
and field team at UConn. He competes in the 200-meter and 400-meter
sprints for the Huskies and is one of
the vocal leaders of a team that took
home the 2021 Big East Championship
last spring.
His journey to Storrs starts in the
DMV, as Hackett hails from Largo,
Maryland. He grew up in the upper
Marlboro area that breeds athletes,
such as NFL defensive end Chase
Young and Orlando Magic guard Markelle Fultz. Growing up in sports was
a crucial part of Hackett’s life. Competing in a variety of sports would fuel his
competitive nature.
He attended Largo High School,
where he quickly made a name for
himself between the lines on the football field and on the track. Hackett
credits his high school coach Haywood Vaughn, who he says pushed
him to be the best he could be.
“He saw it in me when I was in 8th
grade. I went to work out at the school
and I met him. It didn’t click that I was
good until my sophomore year going
into my junior year. He helped me realize my potential that I really had it in
me,” said Hackett.
Hackett eventually had to choose
between the football field or the track.
He made the decision to go with track
and field, choosing to hang up his
pads. He credits this choice to the rise
of Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE).
“I couldn’t live with CTE. Football

Aaron Hackett poses for a photo on Feb. 13, 2019. Starting his athletic career in Largo, Maryland, Hackett
made his way to UConn where he took home the Big East Championship in 2021. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

was getting dangerous. They were
trying to make rules to get away from
the danger of the sport but people still
wanted the viciousness of the sport. I
could’ve played division one football
but at the end of the day I’m happy
with the decision I made,” said Hackett.
Hackett’s accolades justify his decision. In his senior year of high school,
he took home four individual events to
lead his team to the 1A state title. Hackett competed in the 100-meter dash,
the 300-meter hurdles, the 200-meter
dash and the 110-meter hurdles. He
was the first male athlete to win four
individual running events in Maryland.
Hackett had offers from big programs around the country, specifically in the Atlantic Coast Conference
(ACC) and the Big Ten. But regardless
of the school status, he chose to attend
UConn, where he felt that he was a

priority.
“Those places were notorious for
bringing in recruits. I didn’t want to be
another face that you just see and next
year they bring in another star and forget you. UConn was a place that was
trying to build something and I wanted to be a part of that,” said Hackett.
He came into college eager to compete. At the time UConn was still a
member of the American Athletic
Conference (AAC) competing against
big schools down south. The eyes and
the competition was there, but unfortunately for Hackett it was not meant
to be.
“My freshman year I tore both my
hamstrings. I wasn’t able to compete
against AAC competition and my
sophomore year was hindered by
COVID,” said Hackett.
The pandemic put a huge wrench
in everyone’s plans, especially college
athletes. Some sports only played par-

tial seasons while others didn’t have
a season at all. For the UConn track
and field program, it saw many of its
athletes transfer to new schools. But
Hackett decided to stay saying he saw
no reason to leave his new home.
“A lot of people left due to personal
matters. The Black Lives Matter protest was happening. There were comments about the coaching staff. I felt
like my coach understood me personally even though we didn’t see eye to
eye. But now I have a new coach that’s
great so it worked out for me,” said
Hackett.
And with that came a conference
switch, new faces and a Big East
Championship.
“It felt great. For me it was really
great because I was able to compete
for the full year. I was trying to focus
on my mental health, getting myself in
the full swing of things and being back
in the Big East a lot of these schools

thought they had the athletes to win.
But we showed out and dominated
and won the competition by more
than a 100 points,” said Hackett.
Winning a conference championship is something that only so many
individuals can say they have done. Yet
with a new year comes new challenges, and Hackett has some specific goals
in mind for the upcoming season.
“I want to finish the season healthy
and indoors. I at least want to get one
medal. Outdoor I’m trying to place
for regionals and nationals. But I’m
definitely trying to run some personal
records, but I need to make the conference,” said Hackett.
Hackett has some goals off the track
as well. Since high school, he has organized a food drive back in his hometown of Largo. This year he has taken
his experience to Connecticut, creating a food drive that will help those in
need in the Hartford and Willimantic
area.
“Back at home in Largo I have a food
drive I’ve been doing since my senior
year. I don’t really like to post it on
social media because I feel it loses the
value of what it’s supposed to be. That
you’re looking for validation, but since
it’s my senior year and people know
my name I figured why not try to do
it and help the communities here like
I do at home,” said Hackett.
With his senior season approaching fast, he only has so much time
to make an impact not only on the
track but in the community as well.
He’s one of many athletes where this
could be their last year competing
but he wants everyone to know that
UConn track and field has something
to prove this season and for years to
come.
“You referred to me as a Largo legend but everyone on the track and
field team is a legend where they come
from. I feel like we’re looked down
upon as a team. But not many people
understand how dominant we are.
Our first year back in the Big East and
we swept it. And we plan to do the
same this year,” said Hackett.

Texas, West Virginia need to win out to become bowl eligible
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) —
Disappointing football seasons for
Texas and West Virginia have come
down to this: Win twice or stay
home.
Both need two victories to at least
make something out of their respective messes by becoming bowl eligible.
One of those goals will end when
they meet on Saturday.
Texas (4-6 2-5 Big 12) hasn’t had
a losing season or missed a bowl
game since 2016. West Virginia (4-6,
2-5) has failed to go to a bowl three
times this century — coach Neal
Brown is trying to avoid doing that
twice in his three seasons.
Perhaps the worst part is a lastplace finish for one of them could
come into play if Kansas can win
one more game.
Patience among fans has worn
thin, both in Austin, Texas, and
throughout West Virginia.
After starting the season 4-1 under first-year coach Steve Sarkisian,
Texas has lost five straight, its longest since dropping eight in a row

in 1956. The latest loss was a 57-56
overtime setback at home to Kansas.
“The reality of it is, things takes
time,” Sarkisian said. “I’m probably as impatient as anybody else.
We all want it to happen quicker
rather than later. And so that’s the
race, right? You talk to coaches, it’s
a marathon, not a sprint. But I’m
of the adage, why can’t you sprint a
marathon?”
On Tuesday, athletic director
Chris Del Conte urged Texas fans to
support the team, including Sarkisian.
Count running back Roschon
Johnson among the athletes who are
confident in the coaching staff.
“I feel like since they’ve gotten
here, they’ve preached the right
mindset amongst all the players,”
Johnson said. “It’s just a matter of us
buying in and executing what they
set out for us to do.”
West Virginia has been hot and
cold on the field, too. The Mountaineers have beaten two ranked teams
this season. A three-game losing

Texas coach Steve Sarkisian, center, stands with linebacker Devin Richardson (30) as they sing “The Eyes of
Texas” after a 57-56 loss to Kansas on overtime in an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 13,
2021. PHOTO BY CHUCK BURTON/AP

West Virginia head coach Neal Brown talks to an official during the first half of an NCAA college football
game against Kansas State, Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021, in Manhattan, Kan. PHOTO BY CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

streak was followed by a two-game
winning streak, then a current twogame skid filled with mistakes.
“It’s not too late to play good football,” Brown said. “We’ve played
good football in spots this year but
we haven’t been consistent. Our
lack of consistency is extremely, extremely frustrating.”

The Longhorns will lean on Johnson, who has proven to be a tough,
tackle-breaking rusher over his career but has struggled with turf toe
problems this season. He has 313
yards with three touchdowns on 50
attempts this season. The converted
quarterback rushed for 121 yards at
West Virginia in 2019.

GROUND CONTROL
West Virginia is last in the Big
12 in rushing offense. Texas allows
203 yards on the ground per game.
West Virginia running back Leddie
Brown has three 100-yard efforts
this season and the Mountaineers
have won all of those games.

WORTHY OF WATCHING
Wide receiver Xavier Worthy has
set the Texas freshman season record with 11 touchdown catches and
instantly became the Longhorns’
most important offensive player
when Robinson got hurt. Worthy
caught three TDs against Kansas to
break the previous freshman mark
of eight set by Roy Williams in 2000.
Worthy is tied with four others for
the national lead in receiving TDs.
His 831 yards leads put him within
reach of being just the ninth Longhorns receiver to reach 1,000 in a
season.

REPLACING BIJAN
Texas will be without running
back Bijan Robinson, who dislocated an elbow last week and will miss
the rest of the season. Robinson was
third in the Big 12 with 1,127 rushing
yards and scored 15 touchdowns.
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Photo of the Day | Courtside cuddles

Freshman forward Samson Johnson embraces his fellow teammate Richie Springs, a redshirt sophomore forward, from behind during a UConn men’s basketball game where the
Huskies dominated LIU 93-40 at Gampel Pavilion on Nov. 17, 2021. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s hockey set for weekend home and home with No. 15 UMass Lowell
by Stratton Stave
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

If it feels like the University of
Connecticut men’s hockey team
has been in a gauntlet as of late,
your instincts aren’t deceiving
you. After their dual weekend
losses versus current No. 19 Boston College and No. 12 Providence,
the Huskies will look to bounce
back in a serious way in their
home and home series against the
No. 15 UMass Lowell Riverhawks.
It wouldn’t be controversial
to say that the Riverhawks have
been great this season. Although
it’s important to keep in mind
that they have played the fewest
games in the Hockey East (four),
they are still the only undefeated
team remaining in the conference.
Lowell’s only non-conference loss
came in their season opener in
the desert against a solid Arizona
State team, but they avenged the
defeat with a win the next day.
The Riverhawks have a nice
collection of ranked wins, taking
two against Boston University in
October, which were followed up
by consecutive home wins versus
Northeastern University and Boston College.
The key player for Lowell is
senior forward Lucas Condotta,
who has eight points on the season, consisting of a healthy four
goals and four assists. The Ontario product started the season
with a mindset to set up his teammates, but recently, he has had
more of a scoring mentality, netting three goals in the past four
games. If the Riverhawks want to

succeed, they’ll need Condotta to
help out, whether it’s by distributing or attacking.
Another important piece for
the Riverhawks will be junior forward Andre Lee of Sweden, who
leads the team in goals scored.
The future LA King was electric
in Lowell’s last game against Boston College, in a contest where he
netted two, which ended up being
the difference in the 4-2 victory.
As of late, senior Owen Savory
has been done a nice job of handling the goalkeeping duties for
Lowell, only allowing an average of 1.31 goals per game, which
ranks second in the country. His
save percentage sits at an excellent 94.1%, which is good for
seventh in the nation. The Riverhawks will desperately need their
keeper to be on point this weekend against a Connecticut team
that has been on a tear offensively.
Leading that UConn offense is
future Toronto Maple Leaf forward Ryan Tverberg, who has
been sensational in this campaign. Tverberg has scored in
each of his last five contests, totaling eight points in that span. The
offense goes as Tverberg goes,
meaning that it could be hard to
succeed if the Ontarian is not on
point.
“[Ryan Tverberg] is not afraid
to go to the dirty areas,” coach
Mike Cavanaugh noted. “He’s not
afraid to get hit because no one’s
hurt after you put the puck in the
net.”
Another weapon to watch out
for is senior forward Jachym Kondelik, who has done a phenome-

The
Huskies
lose
a close
game to
Boston
College 1-2
in the XL Center on Friday
evening, Nov. 12.
UConn took many
shots, but just could
not find the back of the
net even in the final few
seconds of the third period. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO AND
VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

nal job getting his teammates involved, totaling eight assists this
season. The Tverberg-Kondelik
connection is real and should
come together for at least a goal
or two against this stingy Lowell
defense.
“You could make the argument
that Lowell has been the most

consistent team in the
Hockey East over the last 10 seasons,” Coach Cavanaugh said.
“We had a really good week of
practice [with an] emphasis on
penalty killing.”
On goalkeeper Darion Hanson’s
off night last Saturday, Cavana-

u g h
commented, “The great
players
bounce
back. The great pitchers
like Gerrit Cole and Chris Sale
both have nights where they give
up six or seven runs.”
The first game will be broadcasted on NESN, while the second will be shown on CW20,
with the puck drop commencing
at 3:35 p.m. for both contests.

Swimming and Diving: Busing up to Bucknell’s big bonanza
by Ajeeth Vellore
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ajeeth.vellore@uconn.edu

UConn men’s and women’s swimming and diving defeat Southern
Connecticut State University in the Wolff-Zackin Natatorium on Oct. 6,
2019. Both teams worked hard to ensure a victory at their first meet
of the season; the athletes displayed large amounts of enthusiasm by
cheering loudly for their teammates. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO AND VIDEO
EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The University of Connecticut
swimming and diving team heads
to Lewisburg, Pennsylvania for
the Bucknell Invitational this
weekend. The invitational, Nov.
19 to Nov. 21, will also be attended
by Davidson, Fordham, La Salle,
Rider, Towson and of course, host
Bucknell.
UConn is coming off a tough loss
against the Yale Bulldogs, in which
the final tally came to 201-91. There
were yet some bright spots for the
women: freshman Julia Pioso took
the top spot on the podium in the
three-meter dive and settled for
fifth in the one-meter, while freshman Maggie Donlevy, junior Charlotte Proceller, junior Mia Galat
and sophomore Melissa Lowry
combined their efforts to finish
first in the 400-yard freestyle relay.
Of the seven schools represented, Bucknell really shines, enter-

ing the invitational at 5-1 on the
season and 4-1 in Patriot League
conference play. Prior to their loss
to Navy on Nov. 6, they had an 11meet winning streak. Suffice to
say, this is Bucknell’s meet to lose.
The Atlantic 10 conference is
represented quite a bit at this meet
in the form of three schools: La
Salle University, Davidson University and Fordham University.
Fordham is the most impressive
of the three, posting a 4-0 record
thus far in the young season, with
all their margins of victory being
large. Davidson follows at a formidable 3-1 record. La Salle winds up
last with a 2-2 record.
The dual Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference and Eastern College Athletic Conference is represented at the conference by Rider
University. The team enters with
an unfortunate 0-5 record, with
none of their matches being particularly close in score. Their latest loss came by way of the aforementioned La Salle Explorers,

who crushed the Rider Broncs
194.5-83.5. Their hopes for this
meet should be to come out of this
weekend with something to smile
about, at the very least.
The lone team from the Colonial
Athletic Association is Towson
University. They have started the
season 2-3, with all of their losses
coming against non-conference
opponents on the road. Their most
recent meet ended in a nailbiter,
with the University of Maryland
Baltimore County just edging
them out, 151-148. Towson likely
comes into this one with the hopes
of righting the ship and coming
out of this meet on top.
UConn finds themselves among
favorable competition heading
into the weekend. While the expectation may not be for them to take
the whole meet, the Huskies look
to land somewhere on the podium.
With the promise of a Thanksgiving reprieve afterwards, perhaps
the team will have the extra motivation to perform this weekend.
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WOMEN’S HOCKEY:

UConn looks to
right ship after
tough weekend

UConn women’s ice hockey captain Natalie Snodgrass fights with a Maine player for the puck during a game where the Huskies suffered a 1-0 defeat at the hands of the Black Bears
on Nov. 12 at the Freitas Ice Forum in Storrs. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Jacob Sondik
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu

After getting off to the best
start in program history, the
UConn women’s hockey team
dealt with their first case of adversity last weekend, failing to
pick up a win against the Maine
Black Bears in a two-game series
at home that saw the Huskies lose
1-0, and draw 4-4 against a team
they were expected to take care
of handily. UConn had their fair
share of chances to put one in
the back of the net and notch an
equalizer last Friday, outshooting
Maine 29-8, but they failed to do
so, getting shut out for only the
second time this season. The offense woke up the next day and
came back from several deficits.
However, they ran out of time to
pull ahead in a back-and-forth
contest that handed UConn their

first tie of the year. This weekend,
the Huskies will look to bounce
back, first at home against Providence, before hitting the road to
take on Northeastern Saturday
afternoon.
The Friars have had a mediocre
season thus far, sporting a record
of 4-4-3, and 3-3-1 in conference
play. Providence had a grueling
two-game set with Boston College this past weekend, protecting home ice with a 2-1 win before
falling in overtime to the Eagles
by the same score. The Friars
are led by a couple of star sophomores on both ends of the ice.
Lindsay Bochna leads Providence
in goals with four thus far, as well
as in shots with 45. Bochna is also
tied with Brooke Becker in points
with seven. Becker, who leads
the squad with five assists, is a
part of a defensive unit that has
blocked 143 shots thus far. The
sophomore from Orchard Park,

New York is aided by Claire Tyo
and Lauren DeBlois, two of seven
members of the Friars that have
recorded double digits in blocked
shots. Hayley Lunny and Hunter
Barnett have helped the offensive
attack for Providence, with both
forwards tied for the individual
game high in goals scored, with
the latter’s effort coming last
weekend against BC.
On the defensive side of the
ice, the Friars are anchored by
Sandra Abstreiter, a graduate
student from Germany who has
started eight of the eleven games
for Providence in net. Abstreiter
has notched 234 saves on the season, sporting a .944 save percentage overall. The Friars have had
a couple of starts with Mirellie
Kingsley, who has done well in
her limited opportunities, going
2-1 and saving 98 shots.
The next opponent for UConn
is Northeastern, a team which

has experienced a similar amount
of success this season. Both
teams have a 10-2-1 record, not
losing a game since Oct. 9 against
aforementioned Providence. Last
weekend, the Boston-based Huskies swept a two-game road series against Vermont, out-scoring the Catamounts 6-1 in their
two meetings. Northeastern is
different from Providence in
terms of their point leaders, with
the experienced duo of Maureen
Murphy and Skylar Fontaine
the only skaters on the team to
notch double-digit point totals.
Murphy, the senior from Buffalo,
has scored a whopping 11 goals
for her Husky squad, including
a dazzling four goal performance
against St. Anselm. Fontaine has
done her damage in the assists
category, leading the team with
11 dimes on the year. The graduate student defender from Rhode
Island also leads Northeastern

in blocked shots with 28, a significant percentage of the team
total of 134. The veteran presence
is loaded for the Huskies, with
Maddie Mills and Chloé Aurard
following closely behind in points
and nearing the double-digit
mark. Megan Carter and Brooke
Hobson help anchor the defense,
aiding goalkeeper Aerin Frankel.
The grad student from Briarcliff
Manor, New York has dazzled in
net, only allowing eight goals and
notching 236 saves, a .967 save
percentage overall. Frankel has
four shutouts on the year, a big
part of Northeastern’s commanding start to the season.
UConn will look to bounce
back Friday night at 6 p.m. at
Freitas Ice Forum in Storrs, before engaging in the battle of the
Huskies in Boston on Saturday
afternoon, a quick turnaround to
help the team recover from a disappointing last couple of games.

UConn looks
for second win
against UCF
by Evan Rodriguez

STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

The pain is almost over for University of Connecticut football fans.
After a season that has included
multiple injuries, a fight for the
worst team in college football, and
poor play across the field, there are
two more games remaining. In the
Huskies’ upcoming game on Saturday, they play the 6-4 University of
Central Florida Knights.
In UConn’s previous matchup,
the team lost in an almost inevitable
result: a blowout at the hands of the
Clemson Tigers. In that matchup,
the Huskies simply didn’t have an
answer for Clemson quarterback DJ
Uiagalelei and the entire Clemson
roster, which outscored UConn 30-7
in just the first half.
While UConn did as bad as analysts and fans predicted for the
team, the team is reverting back to
their original formula this week.
Steven Krajewski is back as the
starter after UConn quarterback
Jack Zergiotis failed to get anything
going for the Huskies. Head coach
Lou Spanos is hoping that his decision to start Krajewski on Saturday
will bode well for the team, despite
neither quarterback looking too impressive this season other than Krajewski’s two touchdowns against
Vanderbilt on Oct. 2. The Huskies
will bring their usual set of starters to accompany Krajewski in this
matchup.

Despite all signs pointing to a
UCF win on Saturday, the Knights
are still coming off a brutal 28-55
loss to Southern Methodist University in their previous matchup.
In that game, UCF quarterback
Mikey Keene threw for 174 yards
and scored a single touchdown in
the defeat. Although SMU has been
very good this season at 8-2, the
Huskies will take any sign of hope
they can get in what the team hopes
will be their second win of the year.
What is the main headline for this
game? That would be a fading rivalry for the two colleges, otherwise
known as the “Civil ConFLiCT.”
Started by then-UConn head football coach Bob Diaco, the team
wanted to have a rivalry between
the two colleges, but that never truly caught on. Diaco even created a
trophy that would be given to the
winner in an October game in 2016.
However, the Knights ultimately
won the game and utterly disrespected the Huskies by leaving the
trophy on their bench. That trophy
has yet to be seen to this day, and the
situation has created multiple theories of where it could be located.
Regardless of the outcome of this
matchup, the season is just a step
away from completion as the team
hopes to remain relevant again
with new UConn hire Jim Mora. All
UConn fans can do is hope for the
best in a game that takes place in
the Bounce House, the home of the
Knights. Kickoff will occur at 4 p.m.
and will be televised on ESPN+.

UConn loses to Middle Tennessee 44-13 making their record 1-8 on Oct. 22, 2021. PHOTO BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn women’s
basketball to
escape the cold at
Battle 4 Atlantis
by Ashton Stansel
SPORTS EDITOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu

So far this season, the University of Connecticut women’s
basketball team has had a pretty
easy ride. They’ve played just one
game that matters, along with one
scrimmage. The team claimed victory in their first game vs. Arkansas on the back of star player Paige
Bueckers, who dropped 34 points.
Now, the team heads down to
the sunny Bahamas, where the
weather forecast for the weekend
is rainy and over 80 degrees. It’s
a far cry from Storrs, where the
temperature has been dropping as
fast as the leaves.
The team is going to the Bahamas to compete in the Battle 4
Atlantis tournament, the first big
test for the teams attending. The
Battle 4 Atlantis consists of eight
teams fighting in a three-round
single elimination bracket. The
teams in attendance include other ranked opponents like Oregon,
South Carolina and South Florida.
South Carolina in particular
promises to be a difficult foe. The
team is ranked first overall, the
only lineup ahead of the Huskies
in the NCAA’s preseason poll.
That matchup, should it happen,
will be particularly interesting because the results will likely have
a prominent impact on future
NCAA polls this season. Whichever team wins is generally going
to be seen as the number one team
in the country for at least the next
little while.
But first, the Huskies will need
to get through their first round opponent, Minnesota. The Gophers
currently sit at 3-1 after wins over
Arizona State, George Washing-

ton and American. Their only loss
was in their first non-exhibition
game, a 66-69 defeat by Jacksonville in overtime.
The team is bolstered by Sara
Scalia, who has played just under
110 minutes in three games, or
over 90% of every game. She averages 17.3 points per game with
seven assists, with her best game
being a 25 point performance in
the eventual loss to Jacksonville.
She’s supported by teammate
Jasmine Powell, who has over 10
points in three of four games this
season, along with 21 assists and
19 rebounds. They’re a strong duo,
and the Huskies need to be careful
not to declare this a win before the
clock even starts to tick.
On the Huskies side of the court
is Paige Bueckers. Anyone who
watches any collegiate basketball
has likely heard of Bueckers, who
won the pre-season poll predicting her to be the Big East Player
of the Year by the end of the season. Bueckers came out strong last
week, scoring 34 points in the first
real game of the season, helping
UConn beat Arkansas 95-80. It
was revenge for Bueckers and her
teammates, as Arkansas defeated
UConn 87-90 when they played
last spring.
Now, the Huskies look ahead
towards their second game of the
season. They’ll face off against
Minnesota on Saturday, Nov. 20
at noon. If they advance from the
first round, they’ll move onto the
second round on Sunday, and then
possibly the third on Monday. The
first two can be watched on FloHoops, and information will be
available on the women’s basketball schedule page if they advance
past that point.

UConn Huskies number 10, Nika Mühl, takes a
shot in a game against the Arkansas Razorbacks on Sunday, Nov. 14 in Hartford, CT. PHOTO
BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn looks to keep
good play going against
Binghamton University
by Evan Rodriguez

STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

UConn redshirt junior forward Akok Akok (11) dunks the ball during
a game where the Huskies dominated LIU 93-40, snagging their third
straight win in a row at Gampel Pavilion on Nov. 17, 2021. PHOTO BY SOFIA

With another win under their
belt, it’s time to move on to the next
contest for the University of Connecticut men’s basketball team. The
Huskies’ next foe is Binghamton
University, and while the Bearcats
are 1-2 this year, the Huskies will
not let anything slip in this matchup.
UConn, which stands at a 3-0 record on the year, is traveling to the
XL Center for their second game at
the site this year. While the team
does not get as much time to play at
this venue, as the familiar Gampel
Pavillion, players look forward to
playing in Hartford.
“For me, I actually like Hartford
more than Gampel for some reason,” said forward Isaiah Whaley.
“It just gets a lot louder.”
In the team’s previous game at

XL Center, the Huskies took care of
business by defeating Coppin State
University 89-54 in a demoralizing
blowout.
With his UConn debut in the
books, freshman Jordan Hawkins
will look to continue to add to the
impressive play of the Huskies and
back up the words of the UConn
coaching staff.
“He’s got a superpower and
that’s shooting,” said coach Kimani Young. “That can help especially when you got a guy like Adama
Sanogo where teams are going to
shrink the floor, trap and double
him.”
Dependable players like R.J.
Cole and Sanogo will look to have
bounce-back games after disappointing performances against
Long Island. In Wednesday’s blowout, Cole shot 3-9 with nine points,
while Sanogo got into early foul
trouble and had eleven points.

The team will have to bring their
lockdown defense with plenty of
double-digit scorers for Binghamton, like guards John McGriff and
Kellen Amos. The Huskies have averaged 13.3 steals and 7 blocks per
game. The team has held opponents
to an average of only 47.3 points per
game.
Binghamton comes into this
matchup after a 77-85 loss to Columbia University. That game saw the
Bearcats give up a 26-2 run to the
Lions and take the loss in the last
six minutes of regulation. Wednesday’s loss spoiled a 29 point career
night from Binghamton guard Tyler Bertram.
UConn aims to keep their impressive play going, while the Bearcats are hungry for redemption.
Saturday’s game between the two
teams is sure to be an entertaining
watch. Tipoff is at noon and will be
televised on Fox Sports.

SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Storrs, CT
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Storrs, CT

BartRhett

@uconnhuskies

@uconnvball wraps up their recordbreaking regular season at home this
week!
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