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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*44

as of 6:42 p.m. on Jan. 31

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)3

*positive test results

33 Cumulative 
Commuter Cases* 233

Cumulative
Students 
Tested

Gov. Lamont honors five grad students 
THE TEAM OF UCONN GRADUATE STUDENTS WON FIRST PLACE AT GLOBAL INVESTMENT CHAMPIONSHIP

Five University of Connecticut 
graduate students who won the top 
award for the 2021 Bloomberg Glob-
al Trading Challenge were honored 
by Governor Ned Lamont, Interim 
UConn President Radenka Maric 
and School of Business Dean John 
Elliot in a cermony at UConn Stam-
ford on Jan. 21. 

The team was one of almost 500 
from around the world, according 
to a recent press release from the 
School of Business. The team’s trad-
ing portfolio surpassed the compe-
tition’s benchmark of $467,000 and 
beat the next best team by $100,000.  

The team consisted of team lead-
er Sayem Lincoln, Jayabhushan 
Nallakannu, Varun Katari, Justin 
Keish and Matt Ciaburro, all of 
whom are members of the Master 
of Science in Financial Risk Man-
agement program at the Stamford 
campus. The team was advised by 
associate professor in-residence 
and MSFRM program academic di-
rector Michel Rakotomavo.  

Three of the students received 
their undergraduate degrees at 

UConn as well, according to the 
press release.  

Lamont told the students he was 
impressed by their investing strategy 
and that they bring a youthful per-
spective to identifying investments.  

“We really want young people 
like you to stay in Connecticut,” 
Lamont said at the ceremony.  

Then, Maric praised the students 
for their achievement.  

“At UConn, we don’t only produce 
the best basketball players, but also 
those who compete international-
ly in academics,” Maric said. “We 
have students who want to inno-
vate, who want to do research, and 
who want to stay in Connecticut.”  

Lincoln said that winning the 
challenge meant a lot to him and 
the team.  

“A lot of hard work went into the 
whole challenge from the start to 
the fi nish, following the US mar-
ket and also the international mar-
kets,” Lincoln said in an email. “We 
overcame a lot [of] adversities both 
from all around the world and what 
the market threw at us. And now to 
see everyone at the FRM program 
and the University celebrating this 
achievement means a lot.”  

by Aiza Shaikh
STAFF WRITER
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu

The five members of the first-place team, from left to right: Jayabhushan Nallakannu, Justin Keish, Sayem Lincoln, Matt Ciaburro and Varan Katari, pose for a photo at their rec-
ognition ceremony on Jan. 21. Out of nearly 500 teams, the  University of Connecticut graduate students came out on top, winning the 2021 Bloomberg Global Trading Challenge, a 
prestigous investing competion that includes contestants from across the globe.
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Governor Ned Lamont and University of Connecticut Interim President Radenka Maric speak to the 
winning team at UConn Stamford on Jan. 21. During the ceremony, Lamont told the students he was 
impressed by their investment strategy that won the 2021 Bloomberg Global Trading Challenge.
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Results will be featured in our Feb. 14 issue!
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Detectives suspended amid probes of 2 Black 
women’s deaths

(AP) — Two police detectives in 
Connecticut's largest city have been 
suspended amid investigations into 
allegations of insensitivity in their 
handling of separate cases in which 
Black women were found dead in 
their apartments.

In each of the two cases in Bridge-
port, the families said police did not 
notify them of the deaths in a timely 
manner.

The city's Democratic mayor, 
Joe Ganim, released a video state-
ment Sunday saying he directed 
the Bridgeport Police Department's 
deputy chief to place the offi  cers on 
administrative leave. Ganim said 
both are subjects of an internal in-
vestigation, while a supervisory offi  -
cer involved in the cases has retired.

Ganim apologized to the fami-
lies of Lauren Smith-Fields, 23, and 
Brenda Lee Rawls, 53, calling it 
an “unacceptable failure" if police 
department policies involving the 
death of a family member were not 
followed.

“I am extremely disappointed 
with the leadership of the Bridge-
port Police Department and found 
the actions taken up until this point 
with regards to these two cases un-
acceptable,” Ganim said in his state-
ment. “I want to be clear to members 
of the public and the department 
that insensitivity, disrespect in ac-
tion, or deviation from policy will 

not be tolerated by me or others in 
this administration.”

Both cases remain under inves-
tigation and have been assigned to 
other offi  cers, he said.

The family of Smith-Fields has 
complained that authorities were 
not giving the investigation enough 
attention because she was African 
American.

Smith-Fields, a college student, 
was found dead after a man she had 
met recently online called police 
Dec. 12 to say he awoke to fi nd her 
unresponsive. The medical exam-
iner's offi  ce said Smith-Fields died 
from the combined eff ects of alco-
hol, fentanyl and antihistamines.

Smith-Field’s family said police 
never notifi ed them of her death, 
which they learned about more than 
a day later through a note left on her 
apartment door by her landlord. A 
detective eventually asked them to 
stop calling, they said.

The family of Rawls, who was also 
found dead Dec. 12 in her Bridgeport 
apartment after a man she was with 
called police to say he had awoken to 
fi nd her unresponsive, told News 12 
Connecticut they were never noti-
fi ed of the woman's death and were 
told nobody could help them when 
they went to the police department 
seeking answers about the case.

A spokesperson for the Bridge-
port Police Department said Mon-

day that there were no physical signs 
of trauma or foul play that played a 
role in Rawls' “untimely passing" 
and that the Offi  ce of the Chief Med-
ical Examiner will ultimately deter-
mine her cause of death. The medi-
cal examiner's offi  ce said the case is 
“pending further studies."

Darnell Crosland, an attorney for 
Smith-Fields' family, said on Twitter 
that Ganim's statement was a step in 
the right direction.

“The city is liable for the behavior of 
its police department and its offi  cers. I 
am pleased that the mayor has accept-
ed that liability publicly and has apol-

ogized to this family for the suff ering 
they have endured,” he wrote.

Ganim said the two offi  cers will be 
placed on administrative leave until 
the internal investigation has been 
completed. A message was left seek-
ing comment with a representative 
of the Bridgeport Police Union.

Shantell Fields, Lauren Smith-Fields’ mother, stands with family members during a protest rally in front 
of the Morton Government Center, in Bridgeport, Conn. Jan. 23, 2022. Smith-Fields was found dead in 
her Bridgeport apartment in December and her family and friends marched in her memory on Sunday, 
which would have been her 24th birthday. The death of the Black women has her family and the com-
munity asking questions about policing, race and victims rights. 
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Klarides shifts, 
challenges 
Blumenthal for 
Senate seat

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Con-
necticut’s former state House mi-
nority leader is shifting her focus 
from the governor’s race to chal-
lenge U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal.

Themis Klarides announced Sun-
day she is seeking the Republican 
nomination to run against Blumen-
thal, a Democrat seeking his third 
term, multiple outlets reported.

The 56-year-old Klarides led the 
GOP minority caucus in the state 
House from 2015 and 2021 and cur-
rently works as an attorney.

“As I’ve traveled the state for 
the last eight months, voters have 
shared their frustration with a 
dysfunctional, do-nothing federal 
government that values rigid par-
tisanship and political gamesman-
ship above the hard work and com-
promise required to solve the many 
problems facing our country,” 

Klarides said in her announcement.
Klarides had recently fi led docu-

ments with state election regulators 
to face Democrat Ned Lamont. On 
Jan. 19, businessperson Bob Ste-
fanowski, who ran unsuccessfully 
against Lamont in 2018, announced 
he is running again and is spend-
ing at least $10 million of his own 
money. Lamont spent more than 
$12 million of his own money on the 
2018 campaign.

The 75-year-old Blumenthal was 
fi rst elected to the Senate in 2010. 
He has $6.9 million on hand for his 
reelection campaign, the New Hav-
en Register reported.

“My focus is on doing my job 
and working for the people of 
Connecticut,” Blumenthal told the 
newspaper. “There will be plenty 
of time for political campaigns lat-
er in the year.”

Connecticut’s former state 
House Minority Leader The-
mis Klarides (above) smiles 
for a photo. Klarides pulled 
out of Connecticut’s gover-
nor’s race on Sunday, Jan. 30 
to challenge U.S. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal (below) for the 
state’s senate seat. 
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Legislature to start 
2022 session with 
remote meetings

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
Connecticut lawmakers will hold 
public hearings and most meetings 
only by video conference during the 
fi rst month of the 2022 legislative 
session due to the coronavirus.

Senate President Martin Loo-
ney and House Speaker Matt Rit-
ter, both Democrats, announced 
the plan Friday and said the re-
mote-only policies will be reviewed 
again at the end of February. This 
year's session begins Feb. 9.

Leaders of the Democratic ma-
jorities in both chambers said in 

a statement that the hearings and 
meetings will be held on Zoom and 
“members of the public will once 
again be able to testify remotely 
from the safety and convenience of 
their home.”

Republicans criticized the deci-
sion to start the session remote-
ly. They said many residents who 
sought to testify by videoconfer-
ence last year weren't allowed to, 
because Democratic leaders shut 
down some public hearings early.

"This is not ‘increasing access.’ 
This is more governing in the dark," 
said Senate Republican Leader 
Kevin Kelly, of Stratford. “Connecti-
cut residents have all done what it 
takes to make our schools safe, to 
reopen businesses, to safely attend 
concerts and recreation events. So 
why is the Capitol building — the 
people’s building — any diff erent?”
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Settlement 
reached to end 
Hartford school 
desegregation case

(AP) — A settlement given pre-
liminary approval Thursday by a 
Connecticut judge in a long-run-
ning desegregation case would 
increase school choice options for 
students in Hartford and end more 
than three decades of litigation over 
inequities in the region's school sys-
tems, attorneys for both sides said.

The Sheff v. O’Neill school deseg-
regation case began in 1989 with 
a lawsuit that named then-Gov. 
William O’Neill in challenging the 
racial and economic segregation 
and inequalities between Hartford 
schools and those in its mostly 
white, more affluent suburbs.

It resulted in the state Supreme 
Court ruling in 1996 that Hartford’s 
schools were racially, ethnically and 
economically isolated and provided 
an unequal education in violation of 
the state constitution. In response, 
the state legislature created a net-
work of magnet schools and school 
choice options to attract a mix of 
city and suburban children.

A lottery system implemented be-
cause of strong demand for the new 
options resulted in what critics say 
is a two-tiered system: one tier for 
traditional public school kids and 
another for those at well-resourced 
magnet or suburban schools.

The settlement presented Thurs-
day in Superior Court by the plain-
tiffs and Attorney General William 
Tong is intended to resolve that 
problem by providing options for 
all Hartford students who wish to 
have a school choice. It expands a 
2020 agreement by making up to 
2,737 more choice seats available to 
Hartford students and commits the 
state to increasing its investment in 
magnet schools.

Martha Stone, an attorney for the 
Hartford students, said this stipula-
tion is different than the 2020 agree-
ment and five other stipulations 
over the years designed to desegre-
gate the schools, because it includes 
a detailed plan and funding for that 
plan.

“During these three decades 
thousands of children have bene-
fited from the opportunity to attend 
quality integrated schools, but un-
fortunately thousands have been 
put on wait lists or have been denied 
that opportunity in other ways,” she 
told Judge Marshall Berger.

The settlement, which will also 
require legislative and then anoth-
er court approval, calls for opening 
new schools while adding and re-
vamping programs in existing ones.

“This is an opportunity for Con-

necticut to get it right and for Hart-
ford to get it right and set an exam-
ple around the rest of the state and 
around the rest of the country,” Gov. 
Ned Lamont said.

More than half of Hartford stu-
dents and over 20,000 Hartford and 
suburban students are now enrolled 
in a Sheff School Choice program in 
the Greater Hartford Region, ac-
cording to the state.

Tong said the settlement agree-
ment is designed to meet demand 
for all Hartford students who want 
magnet school choice seats by the 
2028-29 school year. The state also 
will provide financial incentives for 
suburban Open Choice schools to 
accept additional Hartford students 
up to a goal of 450 new seats, he said.

The state will continue to make 
adjustments as demand changes 
over the years, Tong said.

The agreement commits $1.24 
million in additional magnet school 
funding for the 2022 fiscal year, with 
commitments increasing to $32 mil-

lion annually by the 2032 fiscal year. 
Capital costs associated with ren-
ovation of the new magnet schools 
are estimated at $48.7 million, Tong 
said.

It calls for, among other things, a 
new magnet technical high school, 
an expansion of pre-kindergar-
ten programs in existing magnet 
schools, a new dual language mag-
net program in Hartford, an early 
literacy preschool choice program, 
and an expansion of two magnet 
schools to focus on computer pro-
gramming.

“This settlement gives us a road 
map and a commitment to which 
the state is fully committed going 
forward to make even more historic 
investments in the future of the chil-
dren of Hartford and the surround-
ing region,” Tong told the judge.

Because some magnet schools 
are not presently meeting diversity 
and reduced racial isolation goals, 
the agreement also provides for 
$12.6 million to operators over three 

years for things like new athletic 
facilities and extracurricular activ-
ities to make them more attractive 
to appeal to a more diverse student 
body.

Under the agreement, the state 
will be subject to an injunction for 
10 years requiring its continued 
compliance, but there will no ongo-
ing court involvement unless there 
is a claim that the state is not hold-
ing up its end of the settlement.

Elizabeth Horton Sheff, who 
helped bring the 1989 lawsuit on 
behalf of her son Milo and other 
Hartford students, told the judge 
she felt like a mother bringing her 
child to school on his first day and 
turning him over to teachers to 
nurture.

“Sheff is my child and today I turn 
Sheff over to the school of the state 
of Connecticut and trusting that 
what we have come to develop as 
a really good working relationship 
will extend throughout the 10 years 
and beyond,” she said.

Elizabeth Horton Sheff, mother of Milo Sheff, speaks outside the Connecticut Supreme Court, Jan. 10, 
2020, in Hartford, Conn. A settlement proposed Thursday, Jan. 27, 2022, in a long-running Sheff v. O’Neill 
school desegregation case would increase school choice options for students in Hartford and end 
more than three decades of litigation over inequities in the region’s school systems, state officials said. 
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Appeals court says Wesleyan 
not liable for abuse of teens

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
Connecticut's Appellate Court 
ruled Friday that Wesleyan Uni-
versity cannot be held responsible 
for the alleged abuse of boys in its 
basketball facilities and the dorm 
room of a basketball player during 
the early 1980s.

The decision, which upholds 
the ruling of a lower court, found 
the two men who brought a law-
suit against the school in 2017 
failed to show the school should 
have known what allegedly hap-
pened to them and other boys be-
tween 1982 and 1984, when they 

were between 13 and 15 years old.
The lawsuit alleges a student, 

who the plaintiffs say also was 
a resident advisor at Wesleyan, 
met boys at the school's basket-
ball facility, then brought them to 
his room promising to show them 
“exercise and stretching routines” 
before sexually abusing them.

The court found the plaintiffs 
“have provided no evidence, nor 
have they alleged any facts, that 
the defendant even knew that 
(the student) was in contact with 
younger teenage boys, particular-
ly in his capacity as a resident ad-

visor or head resident."
The lawsuit against the for-

mer student, who does not face 
any criminal charges, is still on-
going. The plaintiffs' attorney, 
Eamon Donovan, said they have 
not decided whether to appeal 
Friday's decision to the state Su-
preme Court.

A spokesperson for the univer-
sity said the school's policy is not 
to comment on litigation. In earli-
er court filings, the school has said 
the student was not employed by 
Wesleyan and his alleged actions 
were not foreseeable.

The view of the Olin Memorial Library from Foss Hill at Wesleyan 
University in Middletown, Conn. Connecticut’s Appellate Court 
ruled Friday, Jan. 28 that the university cannot be held responsi-
ble for the alleged abuse of boys in its facilities during the 1980s.
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Court: Women-only gym areas 
violate state discrimination law

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
Women-only exercise areas in gyms 
and fitness clubs violate a state law 
banning discrimination based on 
gender, the Connecticut Supreme 
Court ruled Tuesday.

The 6-0 decision written by 
Chief Justice Richard Robinson 
overturned a lower court ruling 
and an earlier decision by a state 
human rights official. The case in-
volved two men who complained 
about women-only exercise areas 
at two gyms — an Edge Fitness 
Club in Stratford and a Club Fit-
ness in Bloomfield.

The case drew high interest from 
a variety of advocacy groups that 

submitted briefs to the court.
Religious groups said separate 

workout areas are important for 
women whose religious beliefs 
bar them from exercising in front 
of men. Other groups, including 
GLBTQ Legal Advocates & Defend-
ers, said such gender exemptions 
can lead to unintended consequenc-
es and have been used to discrimi-
nate against lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer people.

Several questions arose. Should 
women be protected from the 
ogling of men they believe are ob-
jectifying them? Do women-on-
ly workout areas discriminate 
against men who have to wait in 

line to use equipment in the gen-
eral public area? Should lesbian 
women be barred from the wom-
en-only areas because they might 
objectify women?

In the ruling, Robinson wrote 
there is no implied customer gender 
privacy exception to the ban against 
gender-based discrimination in the 
state's Public Accommodation Act. 
The two gyms that are defendants 
in the case argued there was such 
an exception.

State law exempts bathrooms, 
sleeping areas and locker rooms 
from anti-gender-discrimination 
laws, but doesn't specifically men-
tion female-only workout areas.

Auditors find oversight 
issues at child welfare 
department

(AP) — Connecticut's state au-
ditors issued a report Wednesday 
detailing numerous problems they 
found with record-keeping and over-
sight at the state Department of Chil-
dren and Families.

Those include a failure to proper-
ly monitor outside agencies who are 
placing children with serious behav-
ioral or mental health issues in fos-
ter care. The audit found that some 
homes were taking care of more than 
one such child without receiving the 
proper waiver from the department.

It found 12 instances in which the 
outside child placing agencies placed 
three children in need of therapeutic 

care in the same foster home at the 
same time.

“DCF has reduced assurance that 
child placing agencies are appropri-
ately placing TFC (therapeutic foster 
care) children," the auditors wrote. 
“TFC children may not be receiving 
appropriate care if too many children 
are in the same foster home.”

The audit covers mostly the fis-
cal years from the end of June 2016, 
through the end of June 2018. 

Department spokesperson Ken 
Mysogland said many of the issues 
in the report had already been iden-
tified and have been corrected by the 
department.
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S
pring semester is well underway at the 
University of Connecticut, and many stu-
dents are looking for ways to get involved 
on campus. The Daily Campus offers the 
perfect opportunity to those who love writ-
ing. There is no experience required to join 

and all students are welcome to write for one of the 
paper’s four sections. Earlier last semester we wrote 
that every section of The Daily Campus has something 
to offer. Now, however, we’ll focus on why Opinion is 
an especially cool section to be a part of. 

Let’s face it - the opinion section has a reputation for 
attracting a certain type of person. Namely, uber-opin-
ionated people. But you don’t have to be in the Philosophy 
Society, watch C-SPAN, or be the type of person who 
enjoyed high-school debate to write for Opinion. The 
opinion section is a space for anybody who has a stance 
that they want to make heard, not just debate-lovers and 
chronic critical thinkers. 

The variety of topics that you can write about for 
Opinion are endless. At The Daily Campus, we’ve had 
opinion pieces that range from interior design critiques, 
to calls for defunding the university police. If you care 
about something, the opinion section wants to read it. 
The paper is a resource for you to make your voice heard. 
With help from our editors (three of which are on the 
editorial board), you can publish your thoughts in-print 
and online in a real media organization. 

Having published writing is not only a great thing 
to add to your resume, but it’s also an invaluable expe-
rience. Writers for Opinion learn the craft of research 
by finding evidence to support their arguments. They 
get to practice explaining and defending their stances 
against critique from editors and other section mem-
bers. Most importantly, they learn to cooperate with a 
team of people to produce an amazing product for our 
audience to enjoy. 

The Daily Campus opinion section is a place for con-
versation, questioning and fun. The opportunity to meet 
once a week with a diverse group of people to discuss 
what’s on your mind is one that you shouldn’t pass up 
as long as you’re at UConn. 

To join and write for the section attend the opinion 
section meeting at 5 p.m. on Sunday nights. Email opin-
ion@dailycampus.com for the virtual meeting link and 
more information! 

Editorial
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Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.

COMIC BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

 editorial board: 

Maggie Chafouleas. . . . . . . . . . . . . .editor-in-chief

Harrison Raskin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .opinion editor

Anika Veeraraghav. . .associate opinion editor

Maddie Papcun
Sam Zelin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . weekly columnists

When I think back to the big-
gest stressors of high school, 
standardized testing in the 
forms of the SAT and ACT are at 
the forefront of my mind. It was 
drilled into my head by teachers 
and guidance counselors: study 
for the SAT and you’ll get schol-
arships, and you’ll get into a 
good school. I was recommend-
ed review books, like Kaplan and 
The Princeton Review, two-day 
SAT “bootcamps” that were held 
on certain weekend mornings 
to help prepare for the different 
sections and I knew of some who 
even attended regular tutoring 
sessions. 

Especially with the start of the 
pandemic, many colleges have 
chosen to move to a test-option-
al method. The SAT is becoming 
more and more obsolete, as stud-
ies have repeatedly emphasized 
that the SAT is not a very good 
predictor of college success. 
Due to all these factors, the Col-
lege Board recently announced 
changes to the SAT which will 
supposedly make the exam easi-
er and  shorter, and it will be ad-
ministered digitally. 

Regardless of all the changes 
to the SAT, standardized tests 
in general are still poor meth-
ods to determine college accep-
tances and success. Moreover, 
standardized tests in general are 
classist, as students from low-
er-income backgrounds are of-
ten unable to access the same re-
sources that wealthier students 
use to succeed. More colleges 
should become test-optional or 
do away with this method alto-
gether in order to help make the 
college admissions process more 
fair for students. 

In 2013, researchers found 
that wealthier students tend to 
score higher on standardized 
tests, such as the SAT, as com-
pared to students from low-
er-income households. In 2014, 
researchers found that students 
belonging to households with 
an average yearly income of 
greater than $200,000 scored 
an average of 1,714 points out of 
2,400 on the SAT. Students be-
longing to households with an 
average yearly income of less 
than $20,000 earned an aver-
age score of 1,326 out of 2,400. 

Although the SAT changed af-
ter 2014, these differences in 
scores depending on household 
income were still present as of 
2019, which found that students 
belonging to households with an 
average yearly income of greater 
than $200,000 scored approxi-
mately 300 points higher than 
students belonging to house-
holds with an average yearly in-
come of less than $20,000. 

With such blatant differenc-
es, and data that clearly high-
lights how SAT scores increase 
as household income increas-
es, why is the SAT still used to 
determine college acceptances 
across the country? When data 
clearly shows that wealthy stu-
dents benefit so much more from 
these SAT scores, it is elitist to 
continue using them. 

The history of the SAT is 
something important to consider 
as well. Standardized tests were 
first used during World War I in 
order to measure the intelligence 
of recruits and separate them 
based on scores. In 1923, psychol-
ogist Carl Brigham, published 
a study regarding this version 
of the SAT where he concluded 
that White people of Dutch and/
or Scottish descent were at the 
top while “recent immigrants 
from Poland, Italy and African 
Americans were at the bottom.” 
Brigham went on to help create 
one of the first iterations of the 
college entrance exam in 1926. 
In his recent book titled, “The 
Racist Origins of the SAT,” au-
thor and historian Gil Troy em-
phasized how racist and bigoted 
Brigham was, stating that the 
original test was biased toward 
English-speakers and those with 
access to education.  

The SAT’s problematic past is 
important to look at in terms of 
how it continues to perpetuate 
inequalities today. Given how 
expensive the SAT itself is, plus 
the money wealthier households 
can pour into tutoring and test 
prep books, the SAT still favors 
students who can afford to pre-
pare for it.  

Currently, the SAT costs $52 
without the essay and $68 with 
the essay. Although many lower 
income students do get waivers 
so that they can take the SAT 
free of charge twice, wealthier 
students would be able to afford 
more attempts. 

Now, I couldn’t find an exact 
average for how many times stu-
dents take the SAT. I remember 
taking it three times, but I had no 
idea whether that was above or 
below average. However, while 
searching for the average, I did 
find different recommendations 
from tutoring programs and 
college blogs. Tutoring program 
SoFlo recommends that students 
take the SAT three times while 
the PrepScholar blog says stu-
dents should not take the test 
more than six times. The College 
Board recommends that stu-
dents take the SAT at least twice 
so students may take advantage 
of super scoring. None of the 

websites that I found seem to 
take into account that some stu-
dents may not be able to afford 
taking the exam more than once 
or twice. 

And this does not even take 
SAT prep into account. Kaplan 
offers SAT prep courses rang-
ing from $199 to $1,999 while 
the Princeton Review offers full 
SAT courses ranging from $499 
to $1,499. Students who are able 
to afford these prep courses will 
reap those benefits solely be-
cause they can afford to pay for 
them. 

This is not just the case for the 
SAT; this pattern continues for 
other entrance exams as well, 
including graduate-level exams 
such as the GRE, MCAT, LSAT 
and GMAT which are all priced 
at $205, $325, $200 and $250 re-
spectively. Test prep for each of 
these exams is also exorbitant 
with students often spending 
hundreds of dollars in order to 
get a good score during their 
first attempt. These exams all 
follow the same pattern of the 
SAT; inaccessible to those with a 
lower socioeconomic status. 

With all the evidence that 
shows how classist and elitist 
the SAT is more colleges should 
move further away from using 
this as such an important aspect 
of a student’s application. The 
SAT is clearly not a good predic-
tor of college success — several 
studies have proven that time 
and time again. Instead, since 
its inception, the SAT has been 
working on creating divisions 
ensuring that students from 
wealthier families get accepted 
into more colleges and students 
from lower-income families suf-
fer the consequences of some-
thing out of their control.

ILLUSTRATION BY KRISTA MITCHELL, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

... Standardized 
tests in general 
are classist, as 
students from 
lower-income 

backgrounds are 
often unable to 
access the same 
resources that 

wealthier students 
use to succeed.

by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu
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something out of 

their control.
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Can you imagine if your high 
school science teacher started 
a zombie apocalypse? On Fri-
day, Netflix released "All of Us 
Are Dead," a 12-episode Korean 
drama about a zombie outbreak 
(warning, spoilers ahead).

Korean directors are no strang-
ers to zombie movies as over the 
years they have created hits like 
"Train to Busan," "Seoul Sta-
tion"  and "#Alive." Directed by 
Lee Jae-Kyoo Kim Nam-Su, "All 
of Us Are Dead" is ranked first 
worldwide since its release, ac-
cording to Fix Patrol. The show 
depicts the story of a scientist in 
pursuit of a serum to help his son 
become physically stronger than 
the students that bully him in 
high school.

His experiments end up failing 
and his son turns into a flesh-eat-
ing zombie. The scientist contin-
ues to experiment with a mouse 
that ends up biting a student. One 
by one, the majority of the high 
school becomes infected, starting 
a zombie apocalypse. With a few 
different love interests, the di-
rectors don't forget to add drama 
into the TV show.

The drama portrays all the hu-
man emotions one would feel in a 

by Amy Chen
STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

The start of February marks the monthly purge and upload of new 
content on Netflix. Although it is just the start of the month, it is a good 

idea to keep your eyes peeled for which of your favorite TV shows and 
movies might not stay.

Starting on Feb. 1, Netflix is adding a wide variety of films and 
TV series. Season one of “Love, Life & Everything in Between” is 

available to viewers. An interesting take on Valentine’s Day that 
is set in Arab cities, this series mixes relationships with 
dark humor. More classic additions include both the 
first and the second Batman movies in the Christopher 
Nolan trilogy, “Batman Begins” and “The Dark Knight.” 

The critically-acclaimed trilogy perfectly captures 
the depth of Batman and features an incredible per-

formance of the Joker by Heath Ledger. Comedies 
added to the platform range from family-friendly 

movies, “Despicable Me” and “Despicable 
Me 2,” to movies with slightly more inap-
propriate humor, such as “The Hangover.” 
Viewers can also enjoy classic thriller and 

horror films, like “The Exorcist” and 
“The Devil’s Advocate.”

If you are interested in more ro-
mantic and uplifting TV shows, 

the Netflix original series “Sweet 
Magnolias” is returning with 

season two on Feb. 4. The show 
returns after a cliffhanger 

ending that left view-
ers wondering what 
will happen next to the 

three South Carolin-
ian best friends.

Netflix is ex-
panding their 

anime collec-
tion with the 

new arrival 
of season 

four of “Sword Art Online.” The show involves several virtual realities 
and online role-playing. On Feb. 8, Netflix is adding “Child of Kamiari 
Month,” a 2021 anime movie about a girl who has recently lost her moth-
er and is forced to journey across Japan.

“Catching Killers” is returning for season two on Feb. 9 with more 
crime episodes that include behind-the-scenes of some of the most infa-
mous serial killers. The series features more sensitive themes for a ma-
ture audience. On a lighter note, on the same day, “Disenchantment” 
season four is released. The animated series is set in the medieval 
fantasy kingdom of Dreamland following Bean, a rebellious and 
alcoholic princess, along with her two companions, Elfo and 
Luci.

The new and captivating limited series “Inventing Anna,” 
directed by Shonda Rhimes, focuses on the true story of 
Anna Delvey as she cons her way into the New York elite.

A few more horror movies join Netflix at the end of the 
month. Starting on Feb. 18, the brand new 2022 “Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre” will be released. This reboot will 
follow a new group of teens traveling to Harlow, Texas 
who eventually disrupt the home of Leather-
face. The 2007 edition of “Halloween” will join 
Netflix on Feb. 20.

Although there is a wonderful new selec-
tion of films and TV series now available 
to binge watch, many old classic films 
will be removed on Netflix on Feb. 1. A 
few light-hearted films like “Grown-
ups,” “Happy New Year” and 
“Life as We Know It” will all be 
removed. In addition, the psy-
chological thriller “Shutter 
Island” starring Leon-
ardo DiCaprio will be 
taken off the streaming 
service.

Hopefully as the 
month progress-
es, you will get a 
chance to enjoy 
the new addi-
tions to Net-
flix.

by Naiiya Patel
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
naiiya.patel@uconn.edu

A zombie dramazombie drama worth fighting for

February 2022: Netflix update 

“Batman Be-
gins,” the first 
movie in the 
Christopher 
Nolan, is avail-
able on Netflix 
starting Feb. 1. 
POSTER COURTESY 
OF IMDB

“Despicable 
Me” is among 
the comedies 
added to the 
platform Feb. 1. 
POSTER COURTESY 
OF IMDB

“Child of 
a Kamiari 
Month” is 
coming to 
Netflix Feb. 8. 
POSTER COURTE-
SY OF IMDB

“Grown Ups” 
is is among 
the movies 
leaving Netflix 
Netflix Feb. 1. 
Others include 
“Happy New 
Year” and 
“Life as We 
Know It.”
POSTER COURTESY 
OF IMDB

situation where friends and fam-
ily are infected with a deadly dis-
ease; anguish, fear, betrayal, des-
peration to survive, hopelessness 
and grief. The zombies them-
selves perform up to potential as 
the directors add in bone-crack-
ing sound effects, blood, organs 
being ripped apart and grotesque 
movement. Of course, jump 
scares are included too.

The story doesn't just follow 
along with the high school stu-
dents. The directors also draw 
in on the different perspectives 
from family, first responders, 
politicians and even an online 
streamer. Through the many dif-
ferent perspectives, the directors 
really try to capture how peo-
ple would feel in an apocalypse. 
However, the addition of the dif-
ferent characters creates a dis-
traction for the main focus of this 
drama, which is a group of stu-
dents trying to survive a zombie 
apocalypse.

For example, besides the non-
high school student charac-
ters and the main group of high 
school students fighting for their 
lives, the directors also add the 
perspective of a high school bully, 
a pregnant high school student, 
students from the archery team 
and others. Some of these differ-
ent perspectives would be inter-
esting to witness but the direc-

tors seem to add an excessive 
amount of characters.

To give more credit, all of 
the actors did play their roles 
well. You may recognize one 
actress in particular from her 
previous role in "Squid Game." 
Previously, Lee Yoo-Mi  played 
player 240, a sad, impover-
ished but sweet character 
in “Squid Game.” She was 
known for becoming friends 
with Kang Sae-Byeok. How-
ever, in "All of Us Are Dead," 
Lee plays an entirely different 
role. Lee plays Lee Na-Yeon, 
a prissy high school student 
who bullies another student 
for receiving government wel-
fare and later murders him to 
try to prove a point.

"All of Us Are Dead" brings 
a more detailed view of a fic-
tional zombie apocalypse in 
the form of a television show. 
Like most shows that require 
characters to defend for their 
survival, we see the twists 
and turns of human nature 
especially as characters die. 
I'm not sure if this show will 
reach the potential of "Squid 
Game" but it has drawn some 
well-deserved attention in its 
portrayal of a zombie apoca-
lypse.  

Rating: 4/5 

“All of Us Are Dead” came out on Netflix on Friday. Staff writer 
Amy Chen had some critiques, but praised the performance of the 
cast. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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Box Office Breakdown
‘Spider-Man’ sticks on top 

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

Though this was the lowest grossing weekend of 2022 thus far, there is 
much to take away from this snow-filled box office.

Coming in first place yet again, is the worldwide mega-hit “Spider-Man: 
No Way Home” with a gross of $11 million. This is only a 21.5% drop from 
last weekend, which is incredible for a film in its seventh week of release. 
The third Tom Holland “Spider-Man” film has now climbed to $735 mil-
lion domestically, which is only $25 million behind “Avatar.” “No Way 
Home” has now made $1.7 billion worldwide, being the first film to do so 
without being released in China. Ultimately, I think “Spider-Man” will 
close just north of “Avatar,” probably around $765 million domestically 
and around $1.85 billion worldwide. That being said, if it is able to be re-
leased in China, it will likely become the sixth movie ever to clear $2 bil-
lion worldwide.

Just to put the box office run of “No Way Home” into perspective, the next 
highest grossing film during the pandemic domestically was “Shang-Chi” 

which grossed $224 million. “Spider-Man” has grossed over 
3x the amount of the next highest movie, which is 

absolutely insane. On a worldwide perspec-
tive, the next highest grossing movie of 

the pandemic was the Chinese re-
lease “Battle of Lake Changjin” 

which made virtually all of its 
$902 million gross in China. 

“Spider-Man” is going to 
likely double the gross 

worldwide of its next 
closest competitor. If 
you choose to com-
pare it to just other 
Hollywood releases, 
the next closest film 
worldwide was 
“No Time to Die,” 

w h i c h 
made just 
north of $774 
million. “Spi-
der-Man” is going to 
make over $1 billion more 
than the next closest Hollywood 
movie. Though the pandemic is still raging, “Spider-Man” has shown that 
the box office is back. The next major test for the box office’s vitality will 
be “The Batman” which releases in early March.

In second place, just like last weekend, is the horror film “Scream” 
coming in with a $7.35 million gross, now clearing $62 million domesti-
cally. This 40% drop from last week is incredible for a film of its genre, as 
slasher movies tend to exhibit high week-to-week drops. This bodes quite 
well for the film’s final domestic total, which I expect to be a bit above $80 
million.

Coming in third is “Sing 2” which exhibited another fantastic drop this 
weekend, falling only 16.5% to make $4.8 million. This pushes the animat-
ed picture to $134 million domestically. The film doesn’t seem like it’s go-
ing to run out of steam any time soon, soI believe it can close right around 
$150 million.

In fourth and fifth place, just like last week, are “Redeeming Love” and 
“The King’s Man” grossing $1.85 million and $1.75 million, respectively. 
Unfortunately for “Redeeming Love,” it had the biggest drop of the week-
end, falling 47.6%, which doesn’t bode well for its remaining legs. “The 
King’s Man” was just the opposite, having one of the lowest drops, falling 
only 1.6%. Though “The King’s Man” has been largely a box office disap-
pointment, it does seem like it has some late life.

Ultimately, this weekend was not the most interesting because there 
were no new releases. That is not the case in this upcoming first weekend 
of February.

Next weekend, we will see the release of the disaster film “Moonfall” 
and the comedy film “Jackass Forever.” Both these films will likely gross 
between $15-$20 million, though those numbers could fluctuate up and 
down depending on their respective reception.

The good news for all of us is that we made it through January, which is 
usually the driest of the box office months. As the weather starts to heat 
up, so does the box office, so there is much to look forward to the rest of 
this year. 

Ultimately, I think 
“Spider-Man” will 
close just north of 

“Avatar,” probably 
around $765 million 

domestically and 
around $1.85 billion 

worldwide.

Though the pandemic is 
raging, “Spider-Man” 
has shown that the box 
office is back. The next 
major test for the box 
office’s vitality will be 
“The Batman” which 

releases in early March.

“Spider-Man: No Way Home” grossed $11 million in its 
seventh week of release. This was a remarkably low 
21.5% drop from last weekend. 
POSTER COURTESY OF IMDB
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“Downton Abbey,” “Bridgerton,” “Outlander” — everyone loves a good period piece, complete with scandal, status and several tight corsets. With HBO 
Max’s long-awaited series premiere of “The Gilded Age,” coming out last week (stay tuned for The Daily Campus’ review later this week), I decided it would 
be fun to highlight major events of the era to show what a turbulent period this period drama is showcasing. So let’s dive in!

by Gino Giansanti
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR
gino.giansanti@uconn.edu

This Week in History:
 Jan. 31 - Feb. 6 

brought to you by Associate Life Editor Gino Giansanti

On Feb. 5, 1883, the Southern Pacific Railroad completes 
the transcontinental “Sunset Route.”

Railroads were the key to the future in the late 19th 
century. After the Civil War had ravaged the nation, rail-
roads tied the divided country back together by improv-
ing transportation on a scale never seen before. California 
was the ultimate goal of the railroad companies, as few 
could build past the Rocky Mountains when heading 
west.

The need for a transcontinental railroad was realized in 
the 1840s when the Gold Rush spurred migration west-
ward to modern-day California. Tensions between the 

North and South delayed progress on a land route over 
the continent until the Union Pacific Company completed 
the first transcontinental railroad which ran from Omaha 
to San Francisco.

Southern states and specifically Southwestern states 
were shut out of the new transportation system, so a new 
railroad, running from New Orleans to Southern Califor-
nia, was constructed to compensate. Louisiana, Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona and California all profited from the 
railroads construction, contributing to the development 
of major Southwestern cities like Houston, San Antonio, 
El Paso, Tucson and Los Angeles.

On Feb. 5, 1883, the Southern 
Pacific Railroad completes the 
transcontinental “Sunset Route.”

On Feb. 2, 1913, Grand Central Terminal opened 
in New York City.

Washington D.C. may be the political capital of 
the U.S., but New York City is the undisputed cul-
tural and economic capital of the country, and in no 
era was this more apparent than at the turn of the 
20th century. The Big Apple was not always the Big 
Apple, and while it was a major American city be-
fore the Revolution, it was far from being one of the 
world’s most populous cities.

By the Civil War, the entire city lay clumped on 
the southern tip of the island, with northern Man-
hattan consisting of farms and pastures rather than 
busy roadways. Railroads allowed for raw materials 
and goods to be transported from the rural South 
and Midwest to major cities in the Northeast, like 
New York, and around the world. Factories sprang 
up throughout the city as American farmers began 
buying New York-made clothes, shoes, pots, pans — 
you name it.

Immigrants from around the world filled these 
factory jobs and rented out tenement apartments 
in the old half of the city, while “old money” (like 
the Astors and Roosevelts) and “new money” (like 
the Vanderbilts and Rockefellers) moved uptown 

to build grand mansions alongside the newly con-
structed Central Park. Southern-born Black mi-
grants, fleeing Jim Crow discrimination for New 
York jobs, settled even further uptown in the old 
Dutch quarter called Haarlem, which was renamed 
Harlem.

Speaking of the Vanderbilts, railroad magnate 
Cornelius Vanderbilt led the construction of Grand 
Central Terminal to solidify New York as the gate-
way to the U.S. New electric trains were brought in 
so steam trains’ smog could no longer pollute the 
inner-city. After 10 years and four billion dollars in 
today’s money later, the station was complete and 
New Yorkers could hop on a train bound for Boston, 
Chicago, D.C. or California with ease.

The invention of the car and highway construc-
tion in the post-World War II era, however, saw the 
demise of the train in the mid-20th century. Grand 
Central Station fell into disrepair until influential 
cultural figures, like First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy, 
spearheaded the historical preservation movement 
of the 1960s. In the 1980s, Grand Central underwent 
a massive restoration project, and has since become 
a historical landmark of the city, greeting tourists 
and suburban commuters on a daily basis.

On Feb. 2, 1913, Grand Central 
Terminal opened in New York City, 

new york“Washington D.C. may 
be the political capital 

of the U.S., but New 
York City is the un-

disputed cultural and 
economic capital of the 
country, and in no era 

was this more appar-
ent than at the turn of 

the 20th century.”

“Tensions between 
the North and South 
delayed progress 
on a land route 
over the continent 
until the Union 
Pacific Company 
completed the first 
transcontinental 
railroad which ran 
from Omaha to San 
Francisco.”
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Crossword DYK? Lunar New Year edition!

A sledder creates a cloud of snow as they attempt to fly off of a ramp while another sledder reacts during a cold and windy Sunday afternoon on Jan. 30, 2022. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Some of the countries that 
celebrate Lunar New Year 
are China, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, 
South Korea, Malaysia, 
North Korea, Taiwan, 
Singapore and Brunei.

FACTS COURTESY OF CHINAHIGHLIGHTS.
COM AND NBCNEWS.COM 

Sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 1, 2022

ACROSS
1 iOS computers
5 Inbox annoyance
9 Increase

14 Texter’s modest 
“I think ... ”

15 Trendy berry
16 Stadium levels
17 Poseidon’s 

companions
19 Rushed
20 How ballerinas 

dance
21 Surprise from 

hiding
23 When a major 

might be chosen
27 Watson’s creator
30 Closing words
31 About to arrive
33 Road crew supply
34 Netflix series 

set in central 
Missouri

39 Query from 
“Test Man” in old 
Verizon ads

43 Disney mermaid
44 Purchase
45 Californian wine 

valley
46 Territory that 

became two 
states

49 Floral greeting
50 Oscar-winning 

actress for “12 
Years a Slave”

56 Turn to mist, in 
Manchester

57 Cocktail cubes
61 Brunch hr.
62 “It’s about to 

happen” ... or 
what each of the 
four other longest 
answers in this 
puzzle has?

66 __ de cacao
67 Insightful
68 Ballet class bend
69 __ fit: tantrum
70 Work with notes
71 URL opening

DOWN
1 Japanese soup
2 Sermon-ending 

word
3 Brit : chin-wag :: 

Yank : __
4 “__ a gun!”

5 “Stay With Me” 
singer Smith

6 Angel dust letters
7 “Feels amazing!”
8 Returning lover’s 

question
9 Unsystematically

10 Anne Frank 
journal

11 Al __: pasta order
12 Cheerful refrain
13 Long-time 

kitchen products 
brand

18 “__ out!”: ump’s 
call

22 Sunbather’s goal
24 Caesar’s rebuke
25 Ousted Iranian 

ruler
26 Call to a pooch
27 Ancient Cuzco 

resident
28 Boo Boo or Yogi
29 Salon service, 

briefly
32 Bread for corned 

beef
35 Extremely chill
36 Like neat freaks
37 Lasso
38 River in a 1957 

movie title

40 Quaint
41 One on the road
42 Meg of  

“The Women”
47 Remote batteries
48 Works with dough
50 Fastening feature
51 Gestation sites
52 Corn breads
53 Muslim officials
54 Miracle-__: 

garden product

55 Zing
58 Boston NBAer
59 Work with 

needles
60 Dance class 

move
63 Three-time 

role for Keanu 
Reeves

64 Japanese coins
65 41-Down 

efficiency stat

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Julian Lim 2/1/22
Monday’s Puzzle Solved

2/1/22

Solution to Monday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2022 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

2/1/22

THE HOLIDAY IS CELEBRATED 
FOR 16 DAYS UNTIL THE 
LANTERN FESTIVAL.

Giving each other red en-
velopes filled with money 
is a way to send each other 
good wishes and luck.
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Warriors’ Payton shares stories of dyslexia to help children
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — When 

12-year-old Jayden Jones becomes 
overwhelmed by the idea of tack-
ling his schoolwork, he remembers 
what Golden State Warriors guard 
Gary Payton II taught him.

“Never give up.”
“Don’t be afraid to ask for help.”
“Block out the bullies.”
The Bay Area sixth-grader has 

dyslexia, severe attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder and dys-
graphia, a neurological disorder 
that can make writing difficult. At 
times, he feels completely intim-
idated at school. Payton’s words 
help him.

The Warriors fan favorite spoke 
to Jayden and more than 80 other 
children with learning challenges 
in December during a video we-
binar as part of a Read to Achieve 
event, then the boy got to meet Pay-
ton at a recent home game.

“I really appreciated it,” Jayden 
said while sitting courtside at 
Chase Center on Jan. 18. “He was 
really encouraging. He said it was 
hard and he got bullied. He said to 
ignore the bullies.”

Payton understands, because he 
was that boy years ago. He endured 
similar lows to reach his recent tri-
umphs with the Warriors and now 
share his experiences to try to help 
others.

“Just because you learn a dif-
ferent way than everybody else 
doesn’t mean you don’t learn,” said 
Payton, who was diagnosed with 
dyslexia at age 8. “You’ve still got to 
fight through it. Once you find your 
way how to learn it, it becomes 
more clear and more positive.”

Payton’s mother, Monique Pay-
ton, used to require her kids to 
read 30 minutes every night, not al-
ways monitoring them during that 
time, and she didn’t initially know 
of her son’s challenges. It wasn’t 

until Payton’s second-grade teach-
er urged his parents to have him as-
sessed for a learning disability that 
they realized the extent of it.

“Little Gary would always mum-
ble. I would say, ‘Son, speak up, I 
can’t hear you,’” Monique Payton 
said. “I would be so harsh, ‘What 
are you saying?’”

So once he was diagnosed she felt 
terribly, yet she was determined for 
Payton to persevere. No more daily 
reading rules. They would adjust 
their expectations on some things.

His greatest struggles and frus-
trations as a boy were when he 
had to read in front of his class 
or a group. Everything got mixed 
up and “my parents were so hard 
on me,” thinking he wasn’t doing 
enough to understand the work.

“Some parents don’t know about 
it early and then you’re just really 
on your own,” Payton said. “You 
don’t know yourself so you don’t 
know why it’s difficult for you to 
learn just like other kids in the 
class. We identified it and when we 
did, I got help. After that I under-
stood that it’s OK to ask for help.”

When the Paytons moved to Los 
Angeles as the elder Gary Payton 
spent a season with the Lakers in 
2003-04, Monique reached out to 
anyone of notoriety she could find 
who dealt with dyslexia — deter-
mined to show her son how far he 
could go in spite of it all.

She went to see “Happy Days” 
actor Henry Winkler.

“I took little Gary to his office 
and he spoke to little Gary, ‘You’re 
not dumb, it’s just a different way 
of learning,’” she recalled. “He had 
people give him his lines because 
he couldn’t read them.”

Now, Payton is the one providing 
light for others.

The high-flying journeyman 
guard and defensive stopper over-

came his struggles and a bumpy 
basketball road to stick in the NBA 
at last, shining alongside Stephen 
Curry, Draymond Green and Klay 
Thompson.

The kids went wild when Pay-
ton hurried out to greet them with 
handshakes, to pose for photos or 
offer some encouraging words be-
fore that Jan. 18 game against De-
troit where he met Jayden. Payton 
helped host a group with support 
from the grassroots organization 
Decoding Dyslexia California.

Lisa and Danny Neith, Jayden’s 
grandparents and legal guardians, 
are beyond grateful. They’re also 
optimistic Payton’s involvement 
will bring much-needed aware-
ness for continued strides in early 
intervention and universal screen-
ing that might help so many others 
facing similar challenges.

Other parents are also appre-
ciative. Megan Bacigalupi posted 
a photo of her dyslexic 9-year-old 
son Josh at a Dec. 23 game against 
the Grizzlies holding a sign thank-
ing Payton that read, “You’re a role 
model for kids w/dyslexia!”

“He’s so inspired after hearing 
(at)Garydwayne talk to Dyslex-
ic kids and share his story!” the 
mother said.

Stephen Curry can imagine what 
Payton’s efforts mean.

“It’s all about whatever you rep-
resent, in terms of your upbring-
ing and your experience in life. 
Everybody knows the amazing 
opportunities that basketball cre-
ates in terms of the platform that 
you have,” Curry said. “You’ve got 
to find different ways to use it. For 
him that’s a great thing to do, to 
try to make an impact and be in-

spirational and maybe change the 
course of somebody’s life in some 
way.”

Jayden will probably forever 
cheer Payton.

The boy attends a special edu-
cation school called Star Academy 
in nearby San Rafael and is being 
raised by the Neiths, who adopted 
him. Jayden — who won the raffle 
for a basketball signed by Payton 
that he keeps safely in his bedroom 
— wasn’t diagnosed until “he was 
already way behind, years behind,” 
his grandmother said.

“This is big and huge for him to 
see somebody like Gary Payton. 
Jayden is just starting basketball 
himself as a beginner, so this is 
going to spur him on to know that 
he’s not alone with the challenges,” 
Lisa Neith said. “We’re just beyond 
the moon.”

Goodwin’s 21 points 
help Cavs rally, beat 
Pelicans 93-90

CLEVELAND (AP) — Reserve 
guard Brandon Goodwin matched 
his career-high with 21 points, Jar-
rett Allen added 16 and the Cleve-
land Cavaliers shook off an ugly 
road loss by rallying to beat the 
New Orleans Pelicans 93-90 on 
Monday night.

The Cavs, who played poorly in 
a 10-point loss at Detroit the day 
before, were without starting point 
guard Darius Garland due to a sore 
lower back. Kevin Love added 15 
points and 11 rebounds, and Cedi 
Osman had a career-high 12 assists 
for Cleveland, which trailed by nine 
in the fourth quarter.

Devonte’ Graham scored 20 
points, Jaxson Hayes 19 and Jonas 
Valanciunas had 16 for the Pelicans, 
who lost their fourth straight. New 
Orleans was also down a major 
piece as forward Brandon Ingram, 
who leads the Pelicans in points 
and assists, missed his fifth game in 
a row with an ankle injury.

Valanciunas could have tied it in 
the final second, but his drive was 
tightly contested by several Cavs 
players and his miss was grabbed 
by Lamar Stevens, who then made 1 
of 2 free throws to close the scoring.

Cleveland finished with an 11-4 
record in January, and continued 
its rise in the Eastern Conference 
following last year’s 22-win season.

“We were a team who spent three 
days reading our press clippings 
about how good we are,” coach J.B. 
Bickerstaff said before the game, 
expecting his team to recover from 

Sunday’s loss.
But for much of Monday’s game, 

the Cavs didn’t look much better 
and trailed 73-63 early in the fourth.

They were able to stay close 
thanks to Goodwin, whose 3-point-
er pulled the Cavs within 84-81 be-
fore Isaac Okoro knocked one down 
from long range to make it 86-84 
with 3:31 left. Allen then grabbed 
an offensive rebound and dunked 
to tie it 90-all with 1:32 left.

Goodwin originally signed a 10-
day contract with the team in De-
cember before it was converted to a 
two-way deal.

TIP-INS
Pelicans: Missed their first 12 

3-point attempts. ... Coach Willie 
Green said Ingram is “getting bet-
ter and better.” Ingram is one of 
just three NBA players averaging 
at least 22 points, six rebounds, five 
assists and three or less turnovers. 
The Nets’ Kevin Durant and the 
Heat’s Jimmy Butler are the others. 
... Rookie F Trey Murphy Jr. was 
active after being cleared from the 
NBA health and safety protocols.

Cavaliers: Won their fifth straight 
at home. ... Cleveland is 11-2 in its 
last 13 at Rocket Mortgage Field-
house, which is becoming notice-
ably louder and fuller as the season 
progresses. ... F Lauri Markkanen 
missed his fourth straight game 
with a sprained right ankle. Bicker-
staff said Markkanen is improving 
and has done some “light” basket-
ball work.

Cleveland Cavaliers’ Cedi Osman (16) drives against New Orleans Peli-
cans’ Jonas Valanciunas (17) during the second half of an NBA basket-
ball game, Monday, Jan. 31, 2022, in Cleveland.
PHOTO BY (AP PHOTO, RON SCHWANE) 

Golden State Warriors guard Gary Payton II, left, greets young fans from the group Decoding Dyslexia Cal-
ifornia, before the team’s NBA basketball game against the Detroit Pistons in San Francisco, Tuesday, Jan. 
18, 2022. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn, File) PHOTO BY (AP PHOTO/JED JACOBSOHN, FILE) 

While NFL plays title games, 
world waits on Tom Brady

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — While the 
NFL conference championship 
games went on without Tom Brady 
for only the second time in 11 years, 
the world waits for the greatest 
quarterback of all time to make his 
future plans official.

An announcement is expected 
soon and a person close to Brady 
told The Associated Press his deci-
sion will be based on family priori-
ties, not finances. The person spoke 
to the AP on condition of anonymi-
ty Sunday because he wasn’t autho-
rized to speak on Brady’s behalf.

Brady has already stated a desire 
to spend more time with his wife, 
supermodel Gisele Bundchen, and 
three children.

“She deserves what she needs 
from me as a husband and my kids 
deserve what they need from me as 
a dad, and I’m gonna spend some 
time with them and give them what 
they need, because they’ve really 
been giving me what I need the last 
six months to do what I love to do,” 
Brady said on his SiriusXM pod-
cast one day after the Los Angeles 
Rams eliminated the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers.

Brady’s contract is a complicat-
ed matter for the Buccaneers. He 
signed a $25 million, one-year ex-
tension with three voidable years 
last March to free up salary cap 
space to allow the Buccaneers to re-
turn all 22 starters from the Super 
Bowl championship team.

Brady is scheduled to earn a base 
salary of $8.925 million in 2022 
with a signing bonus of $15 mil-
lion, a roster bonus of $1,470,588, 
and an incentive bonus of $1.875 
million, while carrying a cap hit of 
$20,270,588 and a dead cap value of 
$32 million.

He’ll be paid $15 million of his $20 
million signing bonus on Friday. 
However, he would owe the team 
money if he retires.

“The Bucs would have the 
right to ask for $16 million of Tom 
Brady’s $20 million signing bonus 
back. Whether the Bucs would ex-
ercise the right is a different story,” 
Joel Corry, a former sports agent 
and NFL contract and salary cap 
expert, told the AP.

The Buccaneers could choose to 
let Brady keep the bonus because 
he rejuvenated the franchise and 

led them to their second Super 
Bowl title in his first season in Tam-
pa after 20 years with the New En-
gland Patriots.

The team would benefit by wait-
ing to process the retirement after 
June 2, as many NFL teams do each 
year.

“By doing so, the $24 million of 
bonus proration associated with 
the `dummy or fake’ 2023 through 
2025 contract years would be a 
2023 salary cap charge rather than 
part of the 2022 dead money, which 
would be $8 million,” Corry ex-
plained in his article for CBSSports.
com. “The Buccaneers would pick 
up $12,270,588 of 2022 cap room 
with Brady’s 2022 salary and $1.875 
million of incentives deemed likely 
to be earned that have a cap charge 
coming off the books.”

ESPN first reported Brady’s re-
tirement on Saturday, citing un-
identified sources. Brady’s compa-
ny posted a tweet indicating he’s 
retiring, and reaction came from 
around the world congratulating 
Brady on his career. Even the NFL’s 
Twitter account posted a series of 
congratulatory messages.

But TB12sports deleted its tweet, 
and Brady’s agent, Don Yee, said 
the three-time NFL MVP would be 

the only person to accurately ex-
press his future.

Brady informed Buccaneers gen-
eral manager Jason Licht he has not 
made a decision, according to two 
people who spoke to the AP on con-
dition of anonymity because of the 
private nature of the conversations.

Brady’s father, Tom Brady, Sr., 
told multiple reporters that his son 
hasn’t made a firm decision yet.

When Brady walks away, he’ll 
do so as the NFL’s career leader in 
numerous passing categories and 
most prolific winner. He’d also be 
going out at the top of his game.

Brady led the NFL in yards pass-
ing (5,316), touchdowns (43), com-
pletions (485) and attempts (719), 
but the Buccaneers lost at home to 
the Rams last Sunday in the divi-
sional round after rallying from a 
27-3 deficit to tie in the final minute.

Brady won six Super Bowls with 
the Patriots playing for coach Bill 
Belichick, and got better with age.

After turning 37, Brady won four 
Super Bowls and was 17-4 in the 
playoffs. He was 95-30, completed 
65.2% of his passes for 35,371 yards, 
265 TDs, 69 interceptions and 100.2 
passer rating in the regular season 
in those eight seasons.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) throws a pass 
against the Los Angeles Rams during the first half of an NFL divisional 
round playoff football game Jan. 23, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/
Mark LoMoglio, File) PHOTO BY (AP PHOTO/MARK LOMOGLIO, FILE)
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Photo of the Day | Spike!

The UConn Huskies lose to the Butler Bulldogs 0-3 at one of their last matches of the regular season at Gampel Pavilion on Nov. 18, 2021. Despite the loss, Setter  McKayla Wuensch (5) 
made her 2,000 career assist during the game. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Behind the Ballot: Tennessee drops, 
Oklahoma rises in rankings
by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

Hello all and welcome back to my 
weekly column called Behind the 
Ballot, where I will share my Top 
25 women’s basketball rankings 
that I submit to be included in the 
Student Media Poll. The SMP is a 
weekly basketball poll, voted on by 
student journalists from around the 
country from a variety of different 
college newspapers, and I am fortu-
nate enough to serve as a women’s 
basketball voter. I look at previous 
rankings and games from the past 
week to determine my weekly bal-
lot. With that being said, let’s jump 
into this week’s rankings! 

This week was quite the ride. 
All but the top two teams moved 
in some fashion, largely thanks to 
losses to current No. 8 Tennessee 
and No. 15 Texas. Indiana reached 
the top five for the first time this 
year despite not playing for a few 
weeks, while Colorado fell out of 
the rankings. The Buffaloes had 
been hanging on by mere strings for 
weeks now, after skidding hard fol-
lowing their 13-0 start. After their 

loss to Utah, it was finally their time 
to depart, although they’ll have 
plenty of opportunity to return in 
the next few weeks with losses to 
other teams and a matchup against 
No. 2 Stanford in 13 days.  

1. South Carolina 
2. Stanford 
3. NC State 
4. Louisville 
5. Indiana 
6. Michigan 
7. Arizona 
8. Tennessee 
9. Georgia 
10. Baylor 
11. Oregon 
12. UConn 
13. LSU 
14. Oklahoma 
15. Texas 
16. Maryland 
17. Georgia Tech 
18. Iowa State 
19. BYU 
20. Notre Dame 
21.  North Carolina 
22. Kansas State 
23.  Ohio State 
24.  Arkansas 
25.  Duke 

RISERS 
No. 14 Oklahoma–The Sooners 

had a monster week, notching a 
26 point win over unranked rival 
Oklahoma State, which they fol-
lowed with a massive, close victo-
ry against then No. 9 Texas. The 
win was largely fueled by star 
senior guard Taylor Robertson, 
who scored 17 points, collected 
10 boards, dished out three as-
sists, stole the ball twice and was 
the only Sooner to play all forty 
minutes. Oklahoma can’t cele-
brate just yet, as they have their 
work cut out for them against 
No. 10 Baylor on Wednesday. It’s 
a contest that will say a lot about 
both teams as we enter the final 
stretch of the season. 

No. 21 North Carolina–How 
did UNC have the second biggest 
week in women’s college bas-
ketball and go 1-1? The answer 
is simple: good losses. The Tar 
Heels started out the week with a 
nice upset victory over then No. 
21 Duke in Durham. This caught 
many people’s attention, set-
ting the stage for their rematch 
at home versus No. 3 NC State, 

who blew UNC out by nearly 30 
last time out. The Tar Heels held 
their ground this time, losing by 
just eight in a game. After a tough 
stretch, UNC is proving that they 
are for real. 

FALLERS 
No. 8 Tennessee–The Volun-

teers played only one game this 
week and it was far from impres-
sive. They traveled to Auburn to 
take on the Tigers, who have not 
been having a good season, sit-
ting at 8-10 overall and 0-7 in con-
ference. The Volunteers looked 
disengaged in the first half, let-
ting their deficit grow to 11 points 
by halftime. They came back to 
take the lead, posting a 23-11 third 
quarter, but it wasn’t enough as 
Auburn outscored Tennessee by 
11 in the fourth to grab the win. 
It’s only The Volunteers’ sec-
ond blemish on their record, so 
we can’t look too hard at it, but 
they’re worth monitoring moving 
forward. 

No. 15 Texas–After a few pos-
itive weeks of winning, things 
had been looking good in Aus-
tin. That stopped when they 

journeyed to Norman to take on 
Oklahoma, one of our risers this 
week. This is no time to panic for 
the Longhorns, as they’ve had 
a great season and just lost to a 
team that was better than most 
may have realized. The biggest 
concern though is upset-preven-
tion. Two of their four losses are 
to unranked teams, something 
that will be important to keep an 
eye on. 

UConn? 
The No. 12 Huskies continue to 

tread water against mediocre Big 
East competition, only beating 
NET No. 160 Providence by eight 
this past weekend. Granted, they 
were missing Paige Bueckers and 
Dorka Juhasz, but they’ll need to 
kick things into a higher gear if 
they want to make some noise in 
March. The win in Chicago over 
DePaul was gutsy, but against a 
team that is roughly 30th in the 
nation, they should be winning 
by more. Creighton should pose 
a challenge for this week, which 
will be the appetizer for their last 
big game of the season, at home 
versus No. 8 Tennessee. 

At a glance: College athlete compensation after 6 months
AP - Two of the main NIL com-

pliance-platform and technology 
companies, INFLCR and Open-
dorse, have provided information 
about NCAA athlete compensation 
after the first six months (July 1 
through Dec. 31, 2021). A glance, by 
the numbers:

59% vs. 41% — comparison be-
tween male athletes in Division I 
who have NIL activities vs. female 
athletes, according to INFLCR 
based on transactions reported by 
athletes using their system.

5 — women’s sports in the top 10 
for NIL activities: track and field, 
volleyball, basketball, soccer and 
softball. NIL activities include li-
censing, social media posts, creating 
content and making appearances 
and signing autographs (INFLCR 
and Opendorse).

6 — women’s sports in the top 
10 for NIL compensation: women’s 
basketball is second overall with 
26.2%, and followed by volleyball, 
softball, track and field, gymnastics 
and swimming and diving (Open-
dorse).

67.4% — percentage of Division 
I male athletes who make up total 
NIL compensation (Opendorse).

32.6% — percentage of Division I 
female athletes who make up total 
NIL compensation (Opendorse).

$1,291 — average compensation 
for an athlete across Divisions I, II 
and III (INFLCR).

$1,036 — average compensation 
for a Division I athlete (Opendorse).

$51 — median compensation for 
an athlete across Divisions I, II and 
III (INFLCR).

21.7% — NIL compensation from 
social media posts (Opendorse/
Front Office Sports white paper).

$933 — average NIL compensa-
tion for a YouTube video (Open-
dorse/Front Office Sports white 
paper).

$920 — average NIL compensa-
tion for TikTok post (Opendorse/
Front Office Sports white paper).

$2,805 — average NIL compensa-
tion for a TikTok post from wom-
en’s basketball (Opendorse/Front 
Office Sports white paper).

$2,143 — average NIL compensa-
tion for a TikTok post from men’s 
basketball (Opendorse/Front Office 
Sports white paper).

$522 — average NIL compen-
sation for Instagram post (Open-
dorse/Front Office Sports white 
paper).

$1,002 — average NIL compen-
sation for an Instagram post from 
football (Opendorse/Front Office 
Sports white paper).

Fresno State’s Hanna Cavinder, left, with sister Haley Cavinder, center, and head coach Jaime White, back-
ground right, in the game against UC Merced on Dec. 28, 2019, in Fresno, Calif. It is a man’s world six months 
after the NCAA cleared the way for college athletes to earn money on their celebrity. Men lead the way in 
total name, image and likeness compensation and have more NIL activities than women. PHOTO BY (ERIC PAUL ZAMO-
RA/TE FRESNO BEE VIA AP/THE FRESNO BEE VIA AP)
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That changed when Aminu 
Mohammed made a layup with 
1:24 left. Aaron Thompson re-
sponded right back. Georgetown 
had two chances to do some-
thing incredible. Their first 
chance ended in a turnover by 
Mohammed. Chuck Harris made 
two free throws, setting up the 
Hoyas’ second chance. Donald 
Carey got a good look in the cor-
ner, but his three-point shot just 
missed, and Butler won the ro-
deo 56-53. 

Simas Lukosius had 13 off 
the bench while Bryce Nze and 
Aaron Thompson had 12 each. 
Mohammed picked up 16 points 
while Carey had 12 for the Hoyas. 
With a big home stretch coming 
up, Butler is in a great position 
to make some noise. If all goes 
well, they could be a top six team 
in the standings. 

St. John’s vs. Seton Hall ( Jan. 
25): The Rematch at Walsh 

For the first time since 1985, 
the Seton Hall Pirates hosted a 

Big East game inside the Walsh 
Gymnasium. Their opponent 
won the last game, and it was the 
St. John’s Red Storm. The atmo-
sphere had all the memories of 
classic Big East games, especial-
ly with a student’s-only crowd. 
This was going to be a fun one. 

A 20-4 Johnnies run in the 
first half and a 20-4 Johnnies 
run in the second half ended this 
one early. Behind both of those 
runs, the Red Storm silenced the 
Walsh crowd and the Pirates 84-
63. Posh Alexander had 19 off the 
bench and Aaron Wheeler had 
17 for St. John’s while Myles Cale 
had 16 and Jared Rhoden had 12 
and 12 for the Pirates. 

The fire that ignites the Big 
East will not be dying soon, so 
don’t think this is goodbye yet. 
The cold winds of February 
will throw wrenches into many 
storylines, and it should be in-
triguing to see which new ones 
emerge. As long as we have the 
Big East, let the competition 
reign supreme, and let it precip-
itate.

BIG EAST, cont. from p. 12

Big East Baller 
Update No. 12

Providence’s Nate Watson (0) and Marquette’s Justin Lewis (10) go 
after a loose ball during the first half of an NCAA college basketball 
game Sunday, Jan. 30, 2022, in Providence, R.I. PHOTO BY (AP PHOTO/STEW MILNE) 

Tee Time with T: Jon Rahm 
falls short at The American 
Express and Farmers 
Insurance Open

The golf cart broke down last 
week, so this week’s edition of Tee 
Time will review The American 
Express as well as the Farmers In-
surance Open from the past two 
weeks of the PGA Tour.  

The American Express was held 
on Jan. 20-23 at La Quinta Country 
Club in California and produced 
some surprising results. Based off 
of his previous performance in the 
Sentry Tournament of Champi-
ons, I expected Jon Rahm, the top 
ranked golfer in the world, to win 
this one. Or, if not win, come pretty 
close to it. The Spanish golfer fin-
ished in 14th place, tied with seven 
other golfers with a score of 274.  

Fourteen places above him was 
American golfer Hudson Swafford 
at 23 under, winning the tourna-
ment with a sweet 265. This was a 
complete turnaround from the first 
round, where he was a few shots 
shy of being cut. There must’ve 
been something in the drinks be-
tween the first and second rounds 
because Swafford propelled up and 
took fourth on the second round af-
ter shooting 65 shots. He kept this 
momentum for the third, rising 
with the lowest score in the fourth 
to win 500 FedEx Cup points.  

Fellow American golfer Tom 
Hoge won 300 points for his sec-
ond-place finish, and I wouldn’t 
say he was necessarily robbed, but 
I do think his consistency on the 
weekend beats Swafford’s. Hoge 
was fifth after the first round and 
dropped over 10 places at one point 
in the next few but couldn’t climb 
back up. However, he didn’t have 
as large of a jump as Swafford did. 

by Taylor Coonan 
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu

Also, his driving accuracy was 75%, 
the fifth best at the end of the week-
end.  

After just three days of turn-
around time, many of these same 
golfers were back on the green 
again for the Farmers Insurance 
Open. The Tour stayed in CA for 
this one, teeing off on both the north 
and south courses at Torrey Pines 
in La Jolla. I was sure Jon Rahm had 
to have a better weekend this time, 
but it was only that—just better.  

For the second time, Rahm wasn’t 
able to come up with a win and still 
settled for a tie. Rahm divided the 
third-place finish with America’s 
Cameron Tringale and Australia’s 
Jason Day. Round one saw an eagle 
from Rahm, but he had at least one 
bogey in every round, even a dou-
ble in the third for a total of seven 
on the weekend. By the end of the 
final round, Rahm shot 274.  

Despite being behind Day and 
the second-place winner, Ameri-
can Will Zalatoris, American golfer 
Luke List took home his first PGA 
Tour win. As implied, this victory 
didn’t come without its challenges, 
perhaps adding more to the senti-
mentality of everything. He spent 
the second and third rounds no-
where near the top in terms of be-
ing under par, after the first at ninth 
in shots. He made a stunning come-
back for the final round and only 
had one bogey with seven birdies.  

Zalatoris had a similar perfor-
mance last weekend. He finished 
the third round in second with 65 
shots on the 18 holes and played 
well enough in the last round that 
he would need to birdie in order to 
beat List. Birdies were not in Zala-
toris’ favor at the end of the week-
end, as he couldn’t manage to hit it 

on the last hole, resulting in a play-
off between him and List.  

After hitting identical shots, it 
was List who finished his off. Zala-
toris missed the second birdie and 
handed List his first win on Tour.  

Zalatoris will have another shot 
at PGA victory this upcoming 
weekend at the 2022 AT&T Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am. The Pro-Am is slat-
ed for Feb. 3-6 across a few country 
clubs in Pebble beach, CA. I have 
high hopes for Zalatoris in this next 
one, as long as he practices some 
birdies this week. 

Spin Cycle: Why to believe the Bengals will win the Super Bowl
by Nick Spinali
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nick.spinali@uconn.edu

If you haven’t heard yet, the Cincin-
nati Bengals have knocked off reigning 
AFC champion Kansas City Chiefs to 
secure a Super Bowl berth for the third 
time in franchise history and the first 
time since 1989. It is truly an incredible 
feat for a team that finished the 2020-
21 season in the basement of the AFC 
North with a record of 4-11-1 and en-
tered this year with only 75-1 odds to 
win the AFC. It seems that miracles 
are never impossible, though, as Cin-
cinnati has rebounded dramatically 
with a combined regular and postsea-
son record of 13-7. And, they will be 
playing for the franchise’s first Lom-
bardi Trophy. 

Despite the massive turnaround, 
opening odds for the game between 
the Bengals and the Los Angeles Rams 
have LA as early four point favorites to 
win this year’s NFL title. Even though 
the Rams may have the more talent-
ed roster, there is too much optimism 
brewing for the Bengals to count them 
out this early before game time. In fact, 
there is plenty of reason to believe that 
Cincinnati won’t stop at the AFC title 
and will ultimately take home the NFL 
title at Sunday’s end. As long as Joe 
Burrow keeps wearing his diamonds 
and the Bengals’ receiving corps stays 
intact, you should believe that the Ben-
gals will win the Super Bowl. 

Joe Burrow is That Guy 
Yes he is, and you already knew 

that. Ever since his days as a Louisiana 
State University Tiger, when he won 
a College Football National Champi-
onship and was named a Heisman 
Trophy winner in 2020, Burrow’s 
demeanor has instantly made him a 
fan-favorite in the NFL. There is a rea-
son why people call him “Joe Brrr” and 
why his Wikipedia page notes that 
“Burrow is known for his swagger.” 

Bengals head coach Zac Taylor not-
ed before Sunday’s AFC Champion-
ship game that quarterbacks such as 
Burrow don’t appear in the NFL very 
often. His ability to remain calm and 

focused in big games while never 
giving way to his competitive nature 
is “very rare.” After leading his team 
to a Wild Card victory over the Las 
Vegas Raiders in a matchup where 
Cincinnati was in control the entire 
game, he followed by putting his 
team in position to win their sub-
sequent divisional round matchup 
versus the No. 1 seeded Tennessee 
Titans on a time-expiring field goal. 
However, Cincinnati’s biggest test 
of the postseason came Sunday 
when they faced the Chiefs in Kan-
sas City. As time ticked into the sec-
ond quarter, the Chiefs had already 
built themselves a comfortable 18 
point lead with the score 21-3, yet, 
miraculously, Burrow led his team 
all the way back to tie the game and 
ultimately secure the victory with a 
score on the final possession of over-
time. The 18 point comeback tied the 
NFL record for the largest comeback 
in an AFC Championship game. 

It seems that when Burrow is in 
the zone, no team can stop him. He 
concluded the regular season with 
back-to-back historic performanc-
es, recording a franchise-record 525 
yards and four touchdown passes in 
Week 16 followed by 446 yards and 
four touchdown passes in a Week 17 
victory that secured the AFC’s fourth 
seed for Cincinnati. He had a stretch 
of five straight games with a quarter-
back rating over 100 that ran through 
the first round of playoffs. Against 
teams that qualified for the 2022 NFL 
playoffs, Burrow has a combined re-
cord of 7-2 in both the regular season 
and postseason. Right now, Burrow 
is leading the Bengals on one of their 
hottest streaks in franchise history, 
and I’m not willing to be the one to 
bet against him while he continues 
to win. 

Triple Threat 
Back in November, Bleacher Re-

port published their list of the top 
receiving trios in the NFL. At the 
time, the Bengals slotted in at num-
ber three with their trio of Ja’Marr 
Chase, Tee Higgins and Tyler Boyd, 

respectively. Since then, the first-
ranked Rams have lost Robert Woods 
and the second-ranked Dallas Cow-
boys lost Michael Gallup, both due to 
season-ending injuries. After those 
losses, it is entirely feasible to identify 
Cincy’s receiving corps as the best in 
the NFL. 

All three of the Bengals’ receivers 
entered the NFL among the most tal-
ented players in their draft classes: 
Chase was selected fifth overall in the 
2021 NFL Draft while both Higgins 
and Boyd were second round picks 
in 2020 and 2016. Each have record-
ed over 1,000 receiving yards at some 
point in their careers, as Boyd has 
done so twice while Chase and Hig-
gins both eclipsed the mark this sea-
son with Burrow. Had all three been 
their own team, they would have fin-
ished the 2021 NFL season with more 
or the same number receiving touch-

downs than 18 other NFL teams had 
combined. In all, Chase, Higgins and 
Boyd accounted for two thirds of all 
receiving touchdowns for Cincinnati 
this season. 

Containing the Bengals’ receiv-
ing corps has been a problem for 
opposing defenses, as putting more 
coverage on one to take away op-
portunities has opened up more 
opportunities for others. Chase, 
specifically, has been a nightmare to 
contain in his rookie season, as he 
finished the regular season fourth 
in the NFL in receiving yards with 
1,455, a franchise record, and third 
in receiving touchdowns with 13, all 
despite finishing only 22nd in total 
receptions. In his first season, he re-
corded games of 101, 125, 159, 201 and 
a monstrous 266 receiving yards, the 
latter of which set both a franchise 
record and an NFL rookie record. 

His success has continued into the 
playoffs, as he tallied over 109 re-
ceiving yards in each of the Bengals 
first two games, making him the 
youngest NFL player with multiple 
100 yard receiving games in a single 
postseason. 

It’s hard to imagine Burrow or 
the rest of Cincy’s offense pushing 
the breaks ahead of their Super 
Bowl matchup against the Rams. 
Although they are early underdogs, 
their performance leading up to 
game time suggests that they have 
more momentum working in their 
favor than many realize. Icy Joe Brrr 
will come out firing to his league-
best receiving corps, which gives me 
goosebumps just thinking about it. 
An up-and-coming team with years 
of success still ahead, believe in Cin-
cinnati to take home this year’s Lom-
bardi Trophy. 
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NFL
@NFL
The first No. 1 overall pick to start a Super 
Bowl in his first two seasons. 
Joey. Franchise.

Bleacher Report
@BleacherReport
Breanna Stweart has reached an agreement 
on one-year supermax deal to return to 
Storm
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UPCOMING GAMES

Big East Baller Update No. 12: Let it snow, let it rain, 
let it precipitate
by Cole Stefan
STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

Winter Storm Bobby made the 
weather outside frightful, but 
the Big East has been so delight-
ful. Since the calendar flipped 
to 2022, the Big East has had 
incredible games and incredi-
bly good teams. With our Super 
Bowl matchup determined and 
February basketball about to 
tip off, let’s look at some of the 
best games to wrap up the first 
month of the year. 

Writer’s Note: Head coach Dan 
Hurley is probably still scream-
ing in Who Dey right now. 

Player of the Week: Justin Mi-
naya – Providence 

Freshman of the Week: Simas 
Lukosius - Butler 

No. 17 Providence vs. No. 21 
Xavier ( Jan. 26): The comeback 
was just an illusion 

Last Sunday, the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers came back down 27-3 
to lose on a game-winning field 
goal. You can kind of guess how 
this ranked battle went. 

Step one, one team blows out 
the other. Providence accom-
plished that step as easily as the 
Rams did, leading by 14. Next, 
the losing team rallies furious-
ly like the Buccaneers, so that’s 
exactly what Xavier did. The 
Musketeers brought the pres-
sure in the second half and tied 
the game with 6:14 left. Step 

three, the comeback is complet-
ed. After struggling to gain the 
lead, Paul Scruggs hit a go-ahead 
three-pointer with 54 seconds 
left. Al Durham tied it up 18 sec-
onds later.  

Finally, the team that was 
leading by a lot hits a game-win-
ning field goal to bail themselves 
out. For the Rams, their field 
goal came when Matthew Staf-
ford found Cooper Kupp wide 
open. For Providence, it came in 
the form of Justin Minaya pick-
ing up the rebound and Jared 
Bynum’s three-point shot with a 
second to spare. Bynum came up 
with the game-winning steal too 
as Providence escaped with a 65-
62 victory. 

Bynum had 16 off the bench 
and Durham scored 22 for Provi-
dence. Scruggs had 16 while Jack 
Nunge had 15 and Zach Free-
mantle had 12 for Xavier. Even 
though the Musketeers lost, they 
got their rally for a win four days 
later. They were down 17 points 
at the half, but went on a 29-2 
run to avoid the upset. 

No. 22 Marquette vs. No. 17 
Providence ( Jan. 30): Streaks vs. 
Serendipity 

Providence is the luckiest 
team in the country. Marquette 
is one of the hottest teams in the 
country. Which storyline would 
come out on top? 

At first glance, it looked like 
the winning streak would stand 

strong as Marquette dominated 
in the first half. Thanks to sev-
eral missed jumpers, the Golden 
Eagles kept up with Providence’s 
defensive style of play. Mar-
quette led by as much as eight, 
but Providence kept themselves 
in the game with timely defense. 
It wasn’t until there was 4:34 left 
on the clock that Providence re-
gained the lead.  

Nate Watson’s dunk with 44 
seconds left was the game-win-
ner. Marquette went 1-2 at the 
line during the following pos-
session and had to foul; the good 
karma stayed alive 65-63. 

Watson scored 17 points on 7-10 

shooting while Noah Horchler 
had 11 points and 10 rebounds. 
Darryl Morsell picked up 14 for 
Marquette while Lewis and Ty-
ler Kolek had 13 each. Some of 
Providence’s luck requires hard 
work, and although there will be 
the naysayers and the doubters, 
the veterans are a big reason as 
to why Providence is lucky. 

Georgetown vs. Butler ( Jan. 
29): Bulldog Rodeo 

Butler won by 14 in their last 
meeting, which has been the 
largest margin of victory in 
their 20 contests. Even though 
Georgetown was 0-6 in confer-
ence play, and Butler recent-

ly upset Creighton, this game 
turned into a classic Bulldog ro-
deo. 

A back-and-forth affair turned 
into an 11-0 run as Butler took 
advantage of the Hoyas’ missed 
shots. Georgetown went a 5-0 
run, but Bryce Golden hit a 
three-pointer with three seconds 
to go. The second half was more 
of the same. Butler ballooned 
their lead to 12, but Georgetown 
used a 7-0 run to climb right 
back. Georgetown made it as 
close as they could, but Butler 
always had a reply.  

Marquette’s Justin Lewis (10) defends Providence’s Alyn Breed (10) during the first half of an NCAA college 
basketball game Sunday, Jan. 30, 2022, in Providence, R.I. PHOTO BY (AP PHOTO/STEW MILNE/AP) 
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Men’s Basketball: No. 17 Huskies seeking sixth straight win
by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

After a tough, hard-fought win on 
Saturday against DePaul, the UConn 
men’s basketball team returns home 
on Tuesday where they are slated to 
take on the Creighton Bluejays at the 
XL Center in Hartford. 

The No. 17 Huskies (15-4, 6-2 Big 
East) are currently riding a five game 
winning streak, having last fallen in 
early January to Seton Hall. Since 
then, the team has had five convinc-
ing triumphs against St. John’s, But-
ler (twice), Georgetown and DePaul 
with the margin of victory being sev-
en or greater in each contest. 

While those teams have had their 
share of struggles this year (none of 
them crack the top 75 squads in the 
country, according to the KenPom 
ratings), the Big East is a competitive 
conference nonetheless. There’s defi-
nitely something to be said for the 
team’s consistency in the win column 
as of late. Good teams win games 
they’re supposed to win, and the 
Huskies have been doing just that. 

Now comes the real test. Con-
necticut currently ranks third in the 
conference with a legitimate shot at 
the Big East title, trailing only Villa-
nova and Providence. No intentional 
knock at UConn’s last four oppo-
nents, but its next four in Creighton, 
Villanova, Marquette and Xavier 
are all going to be more intense and 
tough on the Huskies. All members 
of that quartet are in the top 75 of the 
KenPom ratings, and the latter three 
are all ranked in the latest AP Top 
25 Poll. Head coach Dan Hurley pre-
viously said this team could be top 

five in the nation had a couple close 
games gone their way, and now it’s 
time to prove it. 

Leading the charge for the Hus-
kies is Big East Honor Roller RJ Cole, 
who tops the team in points per game 
with 16.1. Cole earned his conference 
nod this week thanks to a big perfor-
mance against DePaul in which he 
dropped 25 points and was crucial 
in UConn’s victory. The crafty guard 
has the ability to take over games and 
even on off nights can make a big im-
pact. Besides leading the Huskies in 
scoring, he also ranks first in drawn 
charges, free throw makes and as-
sists. 

Another key contributor to this 
team is forward Adama Sanogo, 
whose presence down in the post is 
crucial to UConn’s successes. When 
Sanogo is on, the rest of the team 
seems to feed off of that energy and 
do well. Not surprisingly, the big 
man had a subpar game on Saturday, 
along with most of the other Hus-
kies. However, those kinds of slow 
spurts tend to happen throughout 
the course of a season, and Hurley 
doesn’t seem too phased by it. In his 
pregame presser, the coach noted “I 
wouldn’t read into [Sanogo’s recent 
struggles] too much.” 

The Creighton Bluejays (12-7, 4-4 
Big East) have had their ups and 
downs this year, with a few surprises. 
The Bluejays are 2-4 against ranked 
teams heading into Tuesday’s clash 
with UConn, taking down both Vil-
lanova and BYU already this season.  

Creighton’s most recent game 
was a tale of two halves, as the team 
closed out the first period against 
No. 21 Xavier convincingly, up by an 

astonishing 17 points. Things quick-
ly turned sour for the Bluejays, who 
allowed 55 second-half points to 
the Musketeers in what became a 
10-point loss. Much like Xavier after 
the break, expect Creighton to emerge 
with some fire, hoping to avenge their 
embarrassing home collapse. 

The Bluejays employ a very bal-
anced attack, as all five of their 
starters average between 9.1 and 
12.8 points per game. The team as a 
whole takes high-percentage shots, 
as they rank first in the conference in 

field-goal percentage, shooting .459. 
This should be an interesting match-
up for the Huskies, who rank first in 
the Big East in field goal percentage 
allowed with .385. 

A key player for Creighton in con-
ference play has been Alex O’Con-
nell, who is currently averaging 14.9 
points per game in Big East match-
ups. The senior guard has been 
shooting at a high clip of .504 in that 
span as well, and looks to do some 
damage on the road against the Hus-
kies. 

The Bluejays rank second in the 
conference in field goal percentage 
allowed, and it’s guys like Ryan Kalk-
brenner that are the reason why. The 
7-1 center is averaging 3.1 blocks per 
game, higher than Huskies like Ad-
ama Sanogo and Isaiah Whaley by 
around a block a game. Kalkbren-
ner’s defense will definitely be a fac-
tor in this one, as UConn likes to at-
tack in the paint. 

Tipoff is set for 6:30 p.m. at the XL 
Center in Hartford, where the game 
will be broadcast live on FS1.

The UConn men’s basketball team takes on Grambling State on Saturday Dec. 4, 2021, at Gampel Pavilion. 
The Huskies were up for a majority of the game, and ended up winning 88-59. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO 
EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

vs.
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