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Abby
@abigailmarie53
In good news for me at least the next 
time UCONN plays I’ll be watching 
with fans instead of alone & yelling 
like a lunatic.
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CONFIRMED 2021 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*44

as of 6:04 p.m. on Feb. 1

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)3

*positive test results
33 Cumulative 

Commuter Cases* 233Cumulative
Students Tested*

Dr. Bruce Liang begins UConn 
Health Interim CEO position  

On Thursday, Jan. 27, the 
UConn Health Board of Direc-
tors formally endorsed the ap-
pointment of Dr. Bruce T. Liang 
as the Interim CEO and Executive 
Vice President of Health Affairs 
at UConn Health, effective Feb. 1.  

Liang will succeed former CEO 
of UConn Health and Interim 
UConn President Dr. Andrew 
Agwunobi, who announced in 
mid-January that he would be 
stepping down from both posi-
tions to take on a leadership po-
sition at Humana, a private sector 
healthcare company .  

Starting Feb. 1, Agwunobi will 
assist Liang with the Interim CEO 
transition until his official de-
parture from the university on 
Feb. 20.  

Liang started as a physi-
cian-scientist faculty member 
at UConn Health in 2002 after 
serving as an associate professor 
of medicine and pharmacology at 
the University of Pennsylvania 

School of Medicine for 13 years. 
He became the UConn School of 
Medicine’s dean in 2015.  

Liang is expected to keep his 
current positions as School of 
Medicine Dean and Ray Neag 
Distinguished 
Professor of 
Cardiovascu-
lar Biology and 
Medicine while 
he serves as In-
terim CEO and 
EVP of Health 
Affairs.  

“Tradition-
ally, the roles 
of Dean of the 
Medical School 
and CEO of 
UConn Health 
have beenheld 
by the same 
individual,” 
said Dr. David D. Henderson, 
UConn Health’s Associate Dean 
of Multicultural and Community 
Affairs and chair of the Depart-
ment of Family Medicine, in an 
email. “Therefore, reverting to 

that structure is nothing new or 
unusual.”  

“Additionally, Dr. Liang and Dr. 
Agwunobi have worked closely in 
recent years to coordinate their 
activities,” Henderson added.  

Un d e r  L i-
ang’s leader-
ship as dean, 
the School of 
Medicine has 
received “re-
cord-breaking 
research grant 
f u n d i n g  o f 
over $100 mil-
lion year after 
year,” accord-
ing to a UConn 
Today article 
published last 
Thursday. The 
medical school 
has completed 

several successful Liaison Com-
mittee on Medical Education 
(LCME) accreditation surveys 
with Liang as the dean.  

“[Liang’s] tireless effort in sup-
porting basic wet lab, dry lab and 

clinical research has fueled the 
success of the record-breaking 
year with hopefully many more 
to come,” Dr. Anthony T. Vella, 
UConn Health’s Senior Associate 
Dean of Research Planning and 
Coordination, said in an email. 
“His guidance and leadership di-
rected the School of Medicine to 
reach for the highest levels while 
never losing sight of the impor-
tance and value of collaboration, 
collegiality, compassion, rigor 
and integrity.”  

According to the article, UConn 
was the first medical school in the 
U.S. to eliminate lectures, and it 
continues to offer early, hands-on 
clinical care exposure to medical 
students.  

“[Liang] has over two decades 
of experience with the institu-
tion, and has demonstrated skill 
in leadership in the three domains 
that comprise academic health 
centers, namely, education, re-
search and clinical care,” Hen-
derson said. “The medical school 
has continued to grow under his 
leadership.”

by Aiza Shaikh
STAFF WRITTER
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu @uconn.edu

Dr. Bruce Liang, dean of UConn School of Medicine, has been appointed by UConn Health’s Board of Direc-
tors as the Interim CEO of UConn Health and Executive Vice President of Health Affairs. He begins his new 
role on Feb. 1, 2022. PHOTO BY PAUL HORTON/UCONN PHOTO
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School of Medicine to 
reach for the highest 
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rigor and integrity.”
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Results will be featured in our Feb. 14 issue!
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Minority women most affected if abortion is banned, limited
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — If you 

are Black or Hispanic in a con-
servative state that already limits 
access to abortions, you are far 
more likely than a white woman 
to have one.

And if the U.S. Supreme Court 
allows states to further restrict 
,or even ban abortions, minority 
women will bear the brunt of it, 
according to statistics analyzed 
by The Associated Press.

The numbers are unambigu-
ous. In Mississippi, people of col-
or comprise 44% of the popula-
tion but 80% of women receiving 
abortions, according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, which tracks 
health statistics.

In Texas, they’re 59% of the 
population and 74% of those re-
ceiving abortions. The numbers 
in Alabama are 35% and 70%. In 
Louisiana, minorities represent 
42% of the population, according 
to the state Health Department, 
and about 72% of those receiving 
abortions.

“Abortion restrictions are rac-
ist,” said Cathy Torres, a 25-year-
old organizing manager with 
Frontera Fund, a Texas organi-
zation that helps women pay for 
abortions. “They directly impact 
people of color, Black, brown, 
Indigenous people ... people who 
are trying to make ends meet.”

Why the great disparities? Lau-
rie Bertram Roberts, executive 
director of the Alabama-based 
Yellowhammer Fund, which pro-
vides financial support for wom-
en seeking abortions, said women 
of color in states with restrictive 
abortion laws often have limited 
access to health care and a lack of 
choice in effective birth control. 
Schools also often have ineffec-
tive or inadequate sex education.

If abortions are outlawed, those 
same women — often poor — will 
likely have a hard time traveling 
to distant parts of the country to 
terminate pregnancies or raising 
children they might struggle to 
afford, said Roberts, who is Black 
and once volunteered at Missis-
sippi’s only abortion clinic.

“We’re talking about folks who 
are already marginalized,” Rob-

erts said.
Amanda Furdge, who is Black, 

was one of those women. She was 
a single, unemployed college stu-
dent already raising one baby in 
2014 when she found out she was 
pregnant with another. She said 
she didn’t know how she could 
afford another child.

She’d had two abortions in Chi-
cago. Getting access to an abor-
tion provider there was no prob-
lem, Furdge said. But now she 
was in Mississippi, having moved 
home to escape an abusive rela-
tionship. Misled by advertising, 
she first went to a crisis pregnan-
cy center which tried to talk her 
out of an abortion. By the time 
she found the abortion clinic, she 
was too far along to have the pro-
cedure.

“Why can’t you safely, easi-
ly access abortion here?” asked 
Furdge, 34, who is happily rais-
ing her now 7-year-old son but 
continues to advocate for women 
having the right to choose.

Torres said historically, an-
ti-abortion laws have been craft-
ed in ways that hurt low-income 
women. She pointed to the Hyde 
Amendment, a 1980 law that pre-
vents the use of federal funds to 
pay for abortions except in rare 
cases.

She also cited the 2021 Texas law 
that bans abortion after around 
six weeks of pregnancy. Where 
she lives, near the U.S.-Mexico 
border in the Rio Grande Valley, 
women are forced to travel to ob-
tain abortions and must pass in-
state border patrol checkpoints 
where they have to disclose their 
citizenship status, she said.

Regardless of what legislators 
say, Torres insisted, the intent 
is to target women of color, and 
control their bodies: “They know 
who these restrictions are going 
to affect. They know that, but 
they don’t care.”

But Andy Gipson, a former 
member of the Mississippi Legis-
lature who is now the state’s ag-
riculture and commerce commis-
sioner, said race had nothing to 
do with passage of Mississippi’s 
law against abortion after the 15th 

week. That law is now before the 
Supreme Court in a direct chal-
lenge to Roe v. Wade, the Court’s 
1973 ruling that legalized abortion 
nationwide.

Gipson, a white Baptist minis-
ter, said he believes all people are 
created in the image of God and 
have an “innate value” that starts 
at conception. Mississippi legisla-
tors were trying to protect wom-
en and babies by putting limits on 
abortion, he said.

“I absolutely disagree with the 
concept that it’s racist or about 
anything other than saving ba-
bies’ lives,” said Gipson. “It’s 
about saving lives of the unborn 
and the lives and health of the 
mother, regardless of what color 
they are.”

To those who say that forc-
ing women to have babies will 
subject them to hardships, Mis-
sissippi Attorney General Lynn 
Fitch, a white Republican, said it 
is “easier for working mothers to 
balance professional success and 
family life” than it was 49 years 

ago when Roe was decided.
Fitch, who is divorced, often 

points to her own experience of 
working outside the home while 
raising three children. But Fitch 
grew up in an affluent family and 
has worked in the legal profes-
sion — both factors that can give 
working women the means and 
the flexibility to get help raising 
children.

That’s not the case for many 
minority women in Mississippi 
or elsewhere. Advocates say in 
many places where abortion ser-
vices are being curtailed, there’s 
little support for women who car-
ry a baby to term.

Mississippi is one of the poor-
est states, and people in low-wage 
jobs often don’t receive health 
insurance. Women can enroll in 
Medicaid during pregnancy, but 
that coverage disappears soon af-
ter they give birth.

Mississippi has the highest in-
fant mortality rate in the U.S., ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Black 
infants were about twice as likely 
as white infants to die during the 
first year of life in Mississippi, ac-
cording to the March of Dimes.

Across the country, U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau information analyzed 
by The Associated Press shows 
fewer Black and Hispanic women 
have health insurance, especially 
in states with tight abortion re-
strictions. For example, in Texas, 
Mississippi and Georgia, at least 
16% of Black women and 36% of 
Latinas were uninsured in 2019, 
some of the highest such rates in 
the country.

Problems are compounded in 
states without effective education 
programs about reproduction. 
Mississippi law says sex educa-
tion in public schools must em-
phasize abstinence to avoid preg-
nancy and sexually transmitted 
diseases. Discussion of abortion 
is forbidden, and instructors may 
not demonstrate how to use con-

doms or other contraception.
The Mississippi director for 

Planned Parenthood Southeast, 
Tyler Harden, is a 26-year-old 
Black woman who had an abor-
tion five years ago, an experi-
ence that drove her to a career 
supporting pregnant women and 
preserving abortion rights.

She said when she was attend-
ing public school in rural Missis-
sippi, she didn’t learn about birth 
control. Instead, a teacher stuck 
clear tape on students’ arms. The 
girls were told to put it on anoth-
er classmate’s arm, and another, 
and watch how it lost the ability 
to form a bond.

“They’d tell you, ‘If you have 
sex, this is who you are now: 
You’re just like this piece of tape 
— all used up and washed up and 
nobody would want it,’” Harden 
said.

When she became pregnant at 
21, she knew she wanted an abor-
tion. Her mother was battling 
cancer and Harden was in her last 
semester of college without a job 
or a place to live after graduation.

She said she was made to feel 
fear and shame, just as she had 
during sex ed classes. When she 
went to the clinic, she said pro-
testers told her she was “‘killing 
the most precious gift’” from God 
and that she was ”‘killing a Black 
baby, playing into what white su-
premacists want.’”

Harden’s experience is not 
uncommon. The anti-abortion 
movement has often portrayed 
the abortion fight in racial terms.

Outside the only abortion clinic 
operating in Mississippi, protest-
ers hand out brochures that refer 
to abortion as Black “genocide” 
and say the late Margaret Sanger, 
founder of Planned Parenthood 
and a proponent of eugenics, 
“desired to eradicate minorities.” 
The brochures compare Sanger to 
Adolf Hitler and proclaim: “Black 
lives did not matter to Margaret 
Sanger!”

The Mississippi director for Planned Parenthood Southeast, Tyler Harden, tells an audience of reproductive 
rights supporters that efforts to limit abortion access are “just another form of oppression” for women of 
color, at a rally in Smith Park Jackson, Miss., on Dec. 1, 2021. PHOTO BY ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP PHOTO

Amanda Furdge talks about the contrast of easily finding abortion services when she lived in Illinois and the 
difficulty of finding the services after she moved back to Mississippi, which has only one abortion clinic, during 
an interview in Clinton, Miss., on Dec. 10, 2021. PHOTO BY ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP PHOTO
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Former UCLA lecturer threatened to ‘hunt’ female professor
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A for-

mer lecturer at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, who was 
arrested Tuesday after police say 
he emailed an 800-page document 
and posted videos threatening vi-
olence against the school had pre-
viously sent messages saying he 
would “hunt” and kill a professor, 
court documents show.

Matthew Harris, 31, was taken 
into custody in Colorado following 
a standoff at his Boulder apart-
ment complex that ended peace-
fully.

The investigations in California 
and Colorado began Monday after 
Harris, who had lectured in the 
philosophy department at UCLA, 
sent the email to members of the 
UCLA community. UCLA offi-
cials canceled classes on campus 
Tuesday and its police department 
tracked Harris to Boulder and 
reached out to law enforcement 
there.

University officials did not de-
scribe the email but the Los An-
geles police chief said Harris was 
“potentially planning for a mass 
violence or shooting event at 
UCLA.”

Last year, a University of Cal-
ifornia, Irvine philosophy pro-
fessor was granted a restraining 
order against Harris. Court docu-
ments show Harris sent emails to 
his mother threatening to “hunt” 
and “put bullets in her skull.” Har-
ris’ mother alerted the woman.

Harris is being held in Colora-
do on state charges and federal 
charges may be pursued. It wasn’t 
immediately known if Harris had 
a lawyer who could speak on his 
behalf.

THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS 
UPDATE. AP’s earlier story fol-
lows below.

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A man 
who allegedly threatened the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles, 
and detailed potential violence 

against the prominent university 
over hundreds of pages has been 
taken into custody in Colorado fol-
lowing a standoff Tuesday.

The man — identified as Mat-
thew Christopher Harris, 31 — was 
taken into custody Tuesday morn-
ing and is being held in Colorado 
on state charges after a standoff 
with police in Boulder. Federal 
charges may be pursued.

It wasn’t immediately known 
if Harris had a lawyer who could 
speak on his behalf. Authorities 
were searching his Boulder apart-
ment.

“Upon reviewing parts of the 
manifesto, we identified thou-
sands of references to violence, 
stating things such as killing, 
death, murder, shootings, bombs, 
schoolyard massacre in Boulder 
and phrases like ‘burn and attack 
Boulder outside of the university,’” 
Boulder Police Chief Maris Herold 
said at a news conference Tuesday.

The investigation in both states 
began Monday after Harris al-
legedly sent a “threatening email” 
to members of the UCLA commu-
nity with a link to his 800-page 
manifesto threatening violence, 
officials said. UCLA police tracked 
Harris, a former postdoctoral phi-
losophy fellow at the prestigious 
university, to Boulder and reached 
out to law enforcement there.

Los Angeles police became 
aware of Harris’ online posts, in-
cluding YouTube videos, and the 
manifesto on Monday night, Chief 
Michel Moore said the next day 
during a police commission meet-
ing. The material indicated that 
Harris was “potentially planning 
for a mass violence or shooting 
event at UCLA.”

Moore said the agency’s depart-
ment’s mental evaluation unit had 
contact with Harris in the spring 
of 2021. It was not immediately 
known what led to that encounter 
or what, if anything, happened af-

ter.
UCLA officials said in-person 

classes — which had been can-
celed Tuesday — will return on 
Wednesday.

Considered one of the top public 
universities in the country, UCLA 
is located in the affluent Westwood 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. The 
university has more than 31,000 
undergraduate students and 
14,000 graduate students.

Some students criticized the 
university for its response to the 
threats, including releasing limit-
ed information to the school com-
munity.

The Los Angeles Times reported 
that it obtained emails that were 
sent to students and faculty show-
ing that authorities are investigat-
ing the former UCLA lecturer who 
allegedly sent a video referencing 
a mass shooting and an 800-page 
manifesto with threats against 
individuals in the philosophy de-
partment.

Harris’ YouTube channel had 
more than 300 videos, the major-
ity of which were uploaded Mon-
day, the Times reported. But the 
account had been terminated by 
the site by midnight.

The threats toward UCLA ap-
pear to be unrelated to bomb 
threats made Monday — one day 
before the start of Black History 
Month — to at least a half-dozen 
historically Black universities in 
five states and the District of Co-
lumbia, FBI Los Angeles spokes-
person Laura Eimiller said.

Harris was taken into custody 
Tuesday morning after negotia-
tors spoke to him by phone, Her-
old said. Authorities believe Har-
ris had a connection in Boulder 
“but we’re just not sure of the mag-
nitude of the relationships here at 
this time.”

Law enforcement evacuated a 
nearby school, as well as Univer-
sity of Colorado Boulder fraternity 

and sorority buildings during the 
incident. Residents in 65 homes 
were told to shelter in place.

It’s unclear if Harris has any 
ties to the University of Colorado 
Boulder, and the university did 
not immediately return requests 
for comment Tuesday. Herold 
said police had contact with Har-
ris in October, though no criminal 
charges were filed and authorities 
are reviewing their reports from 
that encounter.

Authorities said he attempted 
to buy a handgun in November 
but his purchase was denied. Of-
ficials believe the transaction did 
not go through because of a Cali-
fornia-based protection order that 
said he could not purchase or pos-
sess a firearm.

A records search by The Asso-
ciated Press did not immediately 
show any criminal records. The 
records tie Harris to a Los Angeles 

apartment building in 2020, and 
listed previous addresses in North 
Carolina and New Jersey.

Harris began working at UCLA 
in the spring of 2019 as a postdoc-
toral fellow, according to a news-
letter from the university’s philos-
ophy department. His focus was 
on “philosophy of race, personal 
identity, and related issues in phi-
losophy of mind.”

On bruinwalk.com, a website 
where UCLA students can post 
anonymous reviews of professors 
and other staff members, students 
gave Harris low ratings. In one re-
view, a student who took the class 
in winter 2021 wrote that Harris is 
“extremely unprofessional.”

Another review, by a student 
who had the class in spring 2020, 
called the course “Easily my least 
favorite class at ucla ever.”

“I have no idea how this guy is 
still teaching,” the student wrote.

People stand next to the Bruin statue, the UCLA Mascot, Joe Bruin of 
the University of California, Los Angeles Friday, April 26, 2019. Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles, officials have ordered all classes to be 
held remotely due to threats. UCLA took the step Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022, 
a day after students returned to in-person instruction and university 
officials say the move was made out of an abundance of caution. 
PHOTO BY REED SAXON/AP PHOTO

Mandate to vaccinate New Orleans schoolchildren kicking in

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — As 
school systems across the U.S. 
struggle to keep classrooms open 
amid the pandemic, New Orle-
ans is set to become the nation’s 
first major district to mandate 
COVID-19 vaccinations for chil-
dren 5 and up, though state reg-
ulations will allow parents to opt 
out easily.

Ahead of Tuesday’s deadline, 
many schools in the city have 
been holding vaccination events, 
including one at KIPP Believe 
school.

One by one, dozens of children 
presented their signed permis-
sion slips, pushed up the sleeves 
of their pale yellow school uni-
form shirts and — often wincing, 
but rarely with tears — received a 
shot. Then they got candy.

Some said they had loved ones 
who had gotten the coronavirus 
and wanted to do what they could 
to protect their families. Others 
said their parents decided. Eight-
year-old Nyla Carey had talked to 

her mother.
“She said that the COVID shot 

was to protect you. And so now I 
want to be brave,” the third-grader 
said before going back to class.

Schools Superintendent Hen-
derson Lewis said the require-
ment, announced in December in 
the district of nearly 46,000 stu-
dents, won’t lead to youngsters 
being kicked out of school come 
Tuesday.

Waivers for those opposed to 
vaccination are easy to obtain un-
der state regulations, and schools 
will work with students who ar-
en’t inoculated, he said. But even-
tually everyone will have to be 
vaccinated or have a waiver.

New Orleans is a Democratic 
enclave in a red state, and the city 
and the district are outliers in the 
South, where many parents and 
elected officials have balked at 
measures to control the coronavi-
rus.

In fact, Louisiana Health De-
partment guidelines say parents 

can obtain waivers from any im-
munization simply by citing med-
ical, religious or philosophical ob-
jections.

Tulane University epidemiolo-
gist Susan Hassig said that even 
with the waiver option, the man-
date is a good way to get students 
vaccinated. She said parents who 
were a little unsure or hadn’t got-
ten around to it will have a stron-
ger motivation to get their kids’ 
shots.

The New Orleans public school 
system consists entirely of charter 
schools, which are taxpayer-sup-
ported but independently oper-

ated. It has a mask mandate in 
place, and thousands of students 
are tested weekly. There’s been lit-
tle of the public controversy seen 
in other districts, where parents 
have berated school boards.

Henderson said the mandate 
was a bottom-up decision, with 
charter school operators across 
the district submitting letters of 
support, as opposed to district of-
ficials imposing the policy on their 
own.

About one-quarter of the dis-
trict’s schools were closed to 
in-person learning in mid-Janu-
ary as the omicron wave hit staff 
members and students, according 
to Henderson.

Christine Pitts of the Center 
on Reinventing Public Education 
suggested that the charter schools’ 
habit of operating independently 
might have played a role in their 
support for the vaccine require-
ment.

The measure is also in step with 
others taken by the city at large to 
curb the virus, including a recent-
ly reinstituted mask mandate and 
vaccination requirements for ev-
eryone 5 and older to enter certain 
places, such as restaurants.

A few other school districts 
around the country have tak-
en similar measures. Students 
in Washington, D.C., will be re-
quired to be vaccinated by March 
1. The Los Angeles school system 

delayed a requirement that stu-
dents 12 and up be vaccinated after 
it became clear that thousands of 
unvaccinated students who didn’t 
meet the requirement would have 
to do online learning. 

But many states have gone the 
other direction, in some cases 
banning schools from mandating 
the vaccine.

About 55% of all 5- to 17-year-
olds in New Orleans have had 
at least one dose of the vaccine, 
according to city figures. State-
wide the number is about 26%. 
That compares with 66% of 12- 
to 17-year-olds and 30% of 5- to 
11-year-olds nationally, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Tulane’s Cowen Institute, which 
studies education issues, surveyed 
New Orleans parents in October 
and found that vaccine mandates 
for students were opposed by 48% 
and supported by 44%. Black par-
ents and parents in lower-income 
brackets were more strongly op-
posed.

About 60% of the city is Black 
and 24% of the city is in poverty, 
according to census figures.

But the report’s author, Vincent 
Rossmeier, noted that in the rap-
idly changing pandemic, a few 
months can make a big difference. 
Since the poll was taken, vaccines 
have become available for 5- to 
11-year-olds, and the omicron vari-
ant has caused widespread school 
disruptions.

Outside Bricolage Academy, 
Renee Price waited to pick up her 
10-year-old son. He was vaccinat-
ed about a month ago, and she was 
glad. She doesn’t want him miss-
ing any more school or having to 
go to Zoom classes again.

“They get vaccines for other 
things to go to school. So I don’t 
see there’s that much difference,” 
she said.

At Warren Easton High School, 
Likithe McNeil was ready to lay 
down the law to get her 16-year-
old vaccinated but didn’t have 
to after they talked about how it 
would make it easier for the girl 
to get back to school and see her 
friends. McNeil said she does not 
have a problem with the mandate.

Tonya Freeman Brown comforts 3rd-grader Rayne Michell, 8 after her COVID-19 vaccination at KIPP Believe 
Charter School in New Orleans, Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022. Students in New Orleans will be required to get vac-
cinated against the coronavirus as of Feb. 1 as the city becomes one of the first big districts in the country 
to implement a vaccine requirement to go to school. PHOTO BY TED JACKSON/AP PHOTOS

Katie Conner, COVID-19 vaccine manager for CrescentCare wears spent 
vaccine bottles as jewelry as medical personnel vaccinates students 
at KIPP Believe Charter School in New Orleans, Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022. 
Students in New Orleans will be required to get vaccinated against 
the coronavirus as of Feb. 1 as the city becomes one of the first big 
districts in the country to implement a vaccine requirement to go to 
school.  PHOTO BY TED JACKSON/AP PHOTOS
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At the time of writing, Russia, 
Ukraine, the European Union (EU) 
and the United States (U.S.) are all 
potential immediate military combat-
ants in the greatest war in decades of 
world history. These parties are strug-
gling over the fate of Ukraine as either 
a member of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) or a militar-
ily independent country more under 
Russian infl uence.  

Being a land of great national sig-
nifi cance to Russia, the fi ght over 
Ukraine dates more recently to the 
foundation of NATO by the U.S., the 
United Kingdom, France, Italy and 
other western European countries 
in order to counter the infl uence of 
the Soviet Union. NATO has since 
grown to include many more Euro-
pean countries and today, member 
states, countries in the EU and the 
U.S. are all interested in curtailing the 
strength of a perceived rival power. 
Conversely, Russia remembers what 
happened historically when Western 
European hegemony has converged 
on its borders. Belarus and Ukraine 
are the only non-Russian major Eu-
ropean countries also not yet NATO 
members, and NATO missiles are 
positioned all throughout Eastern 
Europe in close striking distance to 
Russia.  

Last November, Russia completed 
the mobilization of 100,000 soldiers 
near its border with Ukraine. On a 
Dec. 7 phone call between the two 
leaders, Russian president Vladimir 
Putin demanded a NATO promise 
to cease eastward expansion, and 
U.S. president Joe Biden responded 
threatening Russia with economic 
sanctions in the event of an invasion. 
There have since been weeks of spec-
ulation, rhetoric, diplomacy and U.S. 
weapons shipments to Ukraine, and 
each country’s refusal to concede to 
the other on the ability of Ukraine to 
potentially join NATO. The situation 
seems to grow more dangerous each 
day.  

Last Friday, in a break from previ-
ous less direct support, Biden said he 
would “move U.S. troops to Eastern 
Europe in NATO countries in the 
near term,” signifi cantly increasing 
the legitimate threat of global war. 
On Monday, representatives of Rus-
sia and the U.S. at the United Nations 
Security Council at a request from 
the U.S. to negotiate a solution. While 
no agreements were reached at the 
conference, each country blamed the 
other for the crisis. Russia insisted 
they had no invasion plans, which 
were instead fabricated, and U.S. dip-

lomats claimed Russia was refusing 
to negotiate.  

On Tuesday, U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken told Russian Minis-
ter of Foreign A� airs Sergei Lavrov in 
a call that “this is the time to pull back 
troops and heavy weaponry,” if Rus-
sia does not intend to invade Ukraine. 
The same afternoon, Putin claimed 
that the U.S. and European allies had 
“basically ignored” their security 
concerns at the security council meet-
ing Monday. These developments 
all coincide with weekly increases 
in Western weapon shipments and 
deployments to Ukraine, economic 
assistance for the Ukrainian econo-
my, augments in the Ukraine military 
force and the withdrawal of U.S. dip-
lomats from Ukraine and neighbor-
ing Belarus since last week. 

On one hand, it is in the interest 
of some Western parties, such as the 
U.S. military in-
dustrial complex 
and Western media 
outlets, to play up 
the risk of Russian 
invasion as the 
country claims is 
happening. Yet in-
vasion or not, the 
immediate prox-
imity of Russia, 
NATO members 
and particularly 
the U.S. to such a 
massive confl ict is 
unambiguous.  

In response to 
the threat of West-
ern sanctions or 
— pending future 
developments — 
retaliation, Russia 
may occupy east-
ern Ukraine, it may 
deploy military 
in Latin America 
or more realistically it can deny the 
supply of natural gas to Europe; this 
would hike energy prices and result 
in mass shortages in the middle of 
winter, during an existing energy 
crisis. The Biden administration is 
already attempting to cushion this 
potential catastrophe by fi nding fossil 
fuel supplies from elsewhere around 
the world in response to NATO con-
cern. There is no telling the horrifi c 
consequences these actions could 
have on the population of Europe and 
the world.  

So too, there is no telling the hor-
rifi c consequences of U.S. sanctions 
on Russia. A bipartisan group of 
senators has produced what Foreign 
Relations Committee Chair Robert 
Mendez has dubbed “the mother of all 
sanctions” for this very occasion. U.S. 

sanctions have completely paralyzed 
the economies of countries as diverse 
as Syria, Cuba, Iran and even the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea, preventing them from developing 
basic infrastructure. U.S. Sanctions in 
Venezuela may have killed as many as 
40,000 innocent civilians since their 
imposition in 2017. According to a 
1999 UNICEF Report, as many as 1.5 
million Iraqis were killed as a result 
of sanctions placed on Iraq by the UN 
after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Po-
tential U.S. sanctions against Russia 
are now supposedly considered the 
“mother” of even these. 

Thus far, we’ve considered dangers 
to the world in the event that a dis-
pute over Ukraine does not turn into 
war. A real war between Russia and 
NATO would be utterly devastating, 
regardless of the weapons or strate-
gies chosen by each side. Russia and 

Europe combined 
hold almost 600 
million people. The 
U.S. spends $800 
billion on its mil-
itary annually, a 
wide majority of the 
still greater $1.2 tril-
lion yearly spent by 
combined NATO 
m e m b e r s h i p . 
While Russia spent 
only $62 billion on 
its military in 2020, 
the country is said 
to have a highly 
advanced military 
force complete with 
supersonic mis-
siles, anti-aircraft, 
ballistic subma-
rines, and suppos-
edly more tanks, 
rocket projectors, 
self-propelled gun 
vehicles and towed 

artillery than any other country. 
These capabilities are all paralleled in 
danger by NATO and particularly by 
the U.S., which spends more on mili-
tary than the next 11 greatest spending 
countries combined.  

Perhaps the greatest danger of our 
situation is that Russia, the U.S. and 
multiple NATO members are nucle-
ar powers. The United Kingdom and 
France are each estimated to hold 
hundreds of nuclear warheads, and 
the U.S. and Russia each hold thou-
sands of active warheads themselves. 
This is more than enough fi repower 
to kill the world’s population many 
times over and make Earth unin-
habitable because of nuclear winter. 
Furthermore, existing nuclear weap-
ons are far more powerful than those 
which the U.S. used to kill hundreds 

of thousands of Japanese civilians in 
World War II. Even a small scale nu-
clear confl ict between the U.S. and 
Russia could cause a decade of apoc-
alyptic climate change.  

At the same time as devastating 
war is being considered, there are 
multiple developing global humani-
tarian crises. Due to increasing glob-
al ecological breakdown, each year 
we see historically unprecedented 
resource shortages, deaths from ex-
treme weather, and the displacement 
of entire populations due to political 
and climate instabilities. According 
to the Food and Agriculture organiza-
tion of the United Nations, of Earth’s 
total population “one in three people 
did not have access to enough food” 
in 2020. Further, there is no clear end 
in sight of the COVID-19 pandemic as 
cases, deaths and mutations continue 
to develop worldwide. Every dollar 
spent on war is a dollar diverted from 
these existential threats, and confl ict 
of any kind would make them much, 
much worse.   

Yet here in the U.S., as if there had 
already been extensive referendums 
and polling supporting the popular-
ity of such a deadly war, the Biden 
administration marshals troops and 
the Democrats and the Republicans 
outbid each other in the billions to 
support greater and greater military 
budgets for this disaster.  

If you live in the U.S., your govern-
ment isn’t going to convince Putin or 
the Russian people of whatever val-
ues they claim are at stake in NATO 
and Ukraine. This war is about he-
gemony of the U.S., who believes that 
Russia is trying to “rewrite the rules 
on which the world is based.”  

The “rules” on which the world is 
based are neo-colonialism, empire 
and the dominance of private prop-
erty and fi nance capital over human 
life. The U.S. is the wealthiest coun-
try in human history and the prima-
ry entity defending this order, and 
Russia would prefer more infl uence 
in a power struggle over such an or-
der. This inhumane global regime is 
the reason why catastrophic war can 
even be considered at a time when 
every spare resource is needed to ad-
dress existing humanitarian crises.  

In the U.S., we need to make clear 
our refusal of the expenditure of pub-
lic resources, funds and lives on impe-
rialist war. We need to build solidarity 
with people in other countries whose 
lives are threatened by our govern-
ment. Perhaps most importantly, we 
need to seriously consider the polit-
ical strategy necessary for a decou-
pling of U.S. society from imperialism 
and war entirely. Demanding peace 
with Russia is the fi rst step.  

by Harrison Raskin 
OPINION EDITOR
harrison.raskin@uconn.edu

Existing nuclear 
weapons are far 
more powerful 

than those which 
the U.S. used to 

kill hundreds 
of thousands of 

Japanese civilians in 
World War II. Even 
a small scale nuclear 

conflict between 
the U.S. and Russia 

could cause a decade 
of apocalyptic 

climate change.  
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UConn’s Student Health and 
Wellness hosted an Innovate 
Wellness Photovoice Project 
Workshop last Tuesday, a space 
aimed at allowing students to 
share their opinions and points 
of view by taking pictures that 
relate to wellbeing and how it’s 
practiced on the University of 
Connecticut campus.  

Ph.D student and Graduate 
Assistant Anna Young began 
the workshop by having par-
ticipants share a picture that 
brings them peace, whether that 
be through difficult times in the 
pandemic or simply a daily boost 
of joy. Participants were then 
able to view each other’s photos 
and see what others viewed as 
supporting their wellbeing and 
share thoughts.  

Young incorporated interactive 
activities throughout the work-
shop but also used the time to 
teach new vocabulary words and 

Student Health and Wellness 
hosts Innovate Wellness 

Photovoice Project Workshop to 
teach students how to capture 
their wellbeing through a lens

Student Health and Wellness challenges UConn students to participate in the Innovate Wellness Photovoice Project. The 
project, which closes on Feb. 11, asks students to take a photograph that brings them peace, similar to the picture above.

PHOTOGRAPH PROVIDED BY PIXABAY

CLIPART COURTESY OF ICONSCOUT

methods of successful photo tak-
ing. For example, the audience 
was taught the importance of 
composition and how to master 
it. “Composition is everything 
you see through the viewfinder,” 
she said. “Everything that you 
will photograph.”  

If using a phone, the viewfinder 
is everything we see through our 
phone. If using a DSLR camera, 
it’s the tiny screen the photog-
rapher is looking through when 
photographing. When compos-
ing an image, the photographer is 
arranging elements in a way that 
suits the core idea or goal of the 
work. It can be done by moving a 
subject or object, or by changing 
the position of the camera.  

An important aspect of pho-
to taking is how one physically 
holds the camera, either verti-
cally or horizontally. If there is 
a main subject in the photo, and 
the photographer deems noth-
ing else is distracting from that 
main subject, it is recommended 
to hold the camera vertically, so 

the subject is the main part of 
the photograph with little back-
ground. When one wants the op-
posite, the camera should be po-
sitioned horizontally.  

“If you want people to see the 
environment and create some 
sort of feeling, and show people 
in their natural habitat, that is 
when you would hold the cam-
era horizontally,” she said. “It’s 
also very common to do that if 
you want to show some sort of 
change or action, only because 
this is how we see things on a 
daily basis.”  

Young explained that if some-
one squints their eyes, it’s as if 
they are seeing through a rectan-
gular prism, which most closely 
resembles a horizontal frame. 
It can allow people to feel as if 
they are part of the photograph, 
and gives the photographer the 
ability to decide how much infor-
mation they want to present the 
viewer and, ultimately, what sto-
ry they want to tell.  

There are numerous compo-

 Photo submissions 
are now open for the In-
novate Wellness Photo-
voice Project and close 

on Feb. 11. Everyone 
is encouraged to sub-
mit, and there are no 
regulations regarding 
how many photos can 

be submitted for which 
prompts. Students can 
submit fi ve photos for 
one prompt and none 

for the others, as com-
binations are up to the 

students.  

 Photo submissions 

“If you want people to 
see the environment 
and create some 
sort of feeling, and 
show people in their 
natural habitat, that 
is when you would 
hold the camera 
horizontally...It’s also 
very common to do 
that if you want to 
show some sort of 
change or action, only 
because this is how 
we see things on a 
daily basis.”  

ANNA YOUNG, UNIVERSITY OF 
CONNECTICUT PHD & GRADUATE 
STUDENT

nents that can contribute to a 
successful photo: leading lines, 
negative space, framing, light 
and more.  

Young discourages from taking 
photos around noon during the 
summer because the sun is po-
sitioned directly above us. This 
creates harsh shadows that are 
not pleasing to the eye. 

“The woman on the right has 
shadows underneath her eyes 
and under her nose,” she said. 
“The shadows under her eyes are 
called ‘racoon eyes.’” 

 One can combat this by using 
natural light from a window that 
creates a softer atmosphere.  

 Photo submissions are now 
open for the Innovate Wellness 
Photovoice Project and close on 
Feb. 11. Everyone is encouraged 
to submit, and there are no regu-
lations regarding how many pho-
tos can be submitted for which 
prompts. Students can submit 
five photos for one prompt and 
none for the others, as combina-
tions are up to the students.
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F
ebruary 2 
is quite an 
interesting 
day. It was 
the day the 
Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo was 
signed to end the Mex-
ican-American War. It 
was the day Venezuelan 
baseball player Ronny 

Cedeño was born. In 
2000, it was also the 

day when the first 
digital cinemat-
ic projection took 

place. 
However, these 

are not the things 
that Feb. 2 is 
best known for 
(though perhaps 
it should be). 

Every Feb. 
2, one of the 
more strange 
holidays is cel-
ebrated in the 
United States: 
G r o u n d h o g 
Day.  

Celebrat-
ed in the 
small town 
of Punx-
sutawney, 
P e n n -
sylvania, 
Ground-
hog Day 
s u r -
rounds 
the leg-
e n d a r y 

ground-
h o g , 

P u n x s u t -
awney Phil, 
and his pre-
diction of the 

coming of 
the spring 
s e a s o n , 
d e p e n d -

THE
DAY
OF
THE

February 

  SUNDAY          MONDAY           TUESDAY           WEDNESDAY        THURSDAY    FRIDAY                  SATURDAY 

GROUNDHOG
ing on whether or not he sees his 
shadow. 

This legend was started by 
Pennsylvania Dutch immigrants 
who made their way to the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania in 
the 19th century. It began with 
Candlemas, a holiday celebrated 
by German Protestants, which 
many of the Pennsylvania Dutch 
were. Candlemas usually marks 
the halfway point between 
winter and spring. Some Ger-
man-speaking people adapted 
this holiday to include an ani-
mal predicting whether or not 
spring would come sooner or 
later. When residing in Europe, 
the German-speaking individu-
als selected the badger as their 
animal meteorologist. 

Upon immigrating to the Unit-
ed States, the German-speaking 
Pennsylvania Dutch changed the 
legend from badger to ground-
hog, as they were much more 
prevalent in the area. From 
there, the town of Punxsutaw-
ney co-opted the tradition, hold-
ing the first official ceremony 
in 1887. According to the lore of 
Groundhog Day, the Punxsutaw-
ney Phil that attended the cer-
emony in 1887, is still the same 
Phil today. However, this is cer-
tainly not the case, as ground-
hogs can only have a 14-year 
lifespan in captivity. 

That being said, the success 
and relevance of Groundhog Day 
in Punxsutawney has much to do 
with the eponymous 1993 film. 

From director Harold Ramis, 
Bill Murray and Andie MacDow-
ell star in “Groundhog Day”. 
Based in Punxsutawney, the 
film surrounds a self-centered 
weatherman who gets stuck in 
a time-loop while covering the 
Feb. 2 holiday. 

The film was a smash hit 
worldwide, becoming one of the 
highest grossing movies of 1993 
on a modest budget. Though its 
time loop concept has since been 
repeated in other films, its leg-
acy remains quite strong. The 
film isn’t just regarded as one 

of Bill Murray’s greatest mov-
ies, but also, to this day, as one 
of the greatest comedies of all 
time. The movie has had such a 
cultural impact, that the phrase 
“Groundhog Day” is now almost 
synonymous with a time-loop, 
rather than the holiday itself. 

The success of the movie 
launched the holiday into the 
stratosphere, boosting the Punx-
sutawney ceremony’s atten-
dance number by a factor of five. 
Close to 10,000 people began to 
venture to western Pennsylvania 
at the start of every February, to 
not just witness the legendary 
Phil, but to see the familiar sites 
of the film. 

Ultimately, Groundhog Day 
is one of the strangest holiday 
traditions. It comes from a reli-
gious holiday, involves a mythi-
cal marmot and has increased in 
popularity almost solely due to 
a 1993 comedy that has virtually 
nothing to do with the holiday it-
self, other than the title and loca-
tion. That being said, this world 
would be much less interesting if 
it didn’t exist.

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

F
ebruary 2 
is quite an 
interesting 
day. It was 
the day the 
Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo was 
signed to end the Mex-
ican-American War. It 
was the day Venezuelan 
baseball player Ronny 

Cedeño was born. In 
2000, it was also the 

day when the first 
digital cinemat-
ic projection took 

place. 
However, these 

are not the things 
that Feb. 2 is 
best known for 
(though perhaps 
it should be). 

Every Feb. 
2, one of the 
more strange 
holidays is cel-
ebrated in the 
United States: 
G r o u n d h o g 
Day.  

Celebrat-
ed in the 
small town 
of Punx-
sutawney, 
P e n n -
sylvania, 
Ground-
hog Day 
s u r -
rounds 
the leg-
e n d a r y 

ground-
h o g , 

P u n x s u t -
awney Phil, 
and his pre-
diction of the 

coming of 
the spring 
s e a s o n , 
d e p e n d -

GROUNDHOG
Celebrated in 
the small town of 
Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania, 
Groundhog 
Day surrounds 
the legendary 
groundhog, 
Punxsutawney Phil, 
and his prediction 
of the coming of 
the spring season, 
depending on if he 
sees his shadow. 
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“The Fallout”
An HBO Max Film that Hits Home

HBO Max’s “The Fallout,” star-
ring “Dance Moms” star Maddie 
Ziegler and ex-Disney star Jenna 
Ortega, shows the e� ects of a deadly 
high school shooting and the grief 
that follows in a special way. 

 In the beginning of the movie, 
Vada (Ortega) leaves class to speak 
with her sister on the phone. She en-
ters the bathroom where pretty-girl 
Mia (Ziegler) is doing her makeup 
for her yearbook picture. All of a 
sudden, shots are heard from the 
hallway, and they run into a stall 
to hide together. While the viewer 
doesn’t witness the daunting mur-
der of their classmates, the two girls 
help a fellow classmate who’s cov-
ered in blood hide with them. 

“The Fallout” proceeds in drawn-
out, indie-fi lm type of pace in which 
we witness how Vada copes with her 
emotions as a result of this scarring 
event. As the viewer spends time 
with her, we feel the impact of some-
thing even as mundane as watching 
“My 500 Pound Life” on the couch 
in silence for fi ve whole minutes (or 
what felt like it). We see how Vada 
and Mia bond with each other in or-
der to cope, and how their feelings 
evolved into something more.  

Ortega does an excellent job of 
capturing the ‘chill, unbothered’ 
teenager that is Vada. After the 
events of the shooting, we see how 
Vada bottles up all of her emotions 
— her actions are self-destructive 
and also hurt the people around her. 
She turns to doing drugs like ecsta-
sy, and some of these scenes resem-
ble Rue, a character from popular 
HBO series “Euphoria,” as she trips 
— literally — all around her school. 
It’s both funny and painful to watch.  

As Ziegler’s breakout acting role, 
her character seems like the per-
fect fi t — a shy, sweet, dancer with 
a large following. It almost felt like 

Actresses Jenna Ortega and Maddie Ziegler star in HBO Max’s “The 
Fallout” (2021). “The Fallout” follows main character Vada Cavell (Jenna 
Ortega) and portrays her life after a high school shooting.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF IMBD

she was playing herself in the movie. 
Despite Mia’s quietness, her charac-
ter has a lot of unspoken emotional 
depth that Ziegler does a great job of 
portraying. I believe “The Fallout” 
is a great start for her career beyond 
dancing.  

 The fi lm caters to Generation 
Z culture without seeming out of 
touch, like many other fi lms do. 
Some examples of this are teenag-
ers fi lming the same TikTok several 
times until it’s perfect, the discus-
sion of the superfi ciality of infl uenc-
ers and an accurate portrayal of an 
average teenager’s Instagram pro-
fi le.  

 The fi lm addresses some import-
ant issues we see in the world today, 
as gun violence hits home amongst 
many teenagers. “The Fallout” pro-
vides personal insight into students’ 
fear surrounding school shootings, 
and how these events can deeply 
impact students and their fami-
lies. “The Fallout” also portrays 
LGBTQIA+ representation between 
two young girls, who are played by 
teenage girls in real life. 

“The Fallout” deals with how a 
traumatic experience can impact 
young people in di� erent ways. 
Vada turned to unhealthy behav-
iors, like drinking and drugs, while 
she also performed healthy behav-
iors, like forming a positive support 
system with friends and going to 
therapy. We see her friend become 
the face of an anti-gun movement 
as a result of the shooting, where he 
puts pressure on himself to change 
the world because “he survived the 
shooting for a reason.” No matter 
what each student does to cope and 
heal, an event such as this one leaves 
a mark that lasts a lifetime. As the 
movie ends, Vada breaks down over 
a news headline that describes yet 
another school shooting. It becomes 
clear that the goal of the movie is to 
teach its young audience an import-
ant lesson: Recovering from trauma 
is not a linear process.  

Many Asian cultures, like that of 
the Chinese, value fortune, luck and 
harmony. Although this is not neces-
sarily what I’m referring to in the title 
of my column today, it’s a nice Easter 
egg. The new HBO Max food docu-
series “Take Out with Lisa Ling” is 
fortuitous in that it came out and I’m 
reviewing it at a coincidental time for 
Asian culture in America. Each epi-
sode of the series focuses on the food 
of a particular Asian culture and how 
it has evolved in the United States. The 
six episodes feature Filipino, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Bangladeshi, Japanese 
and Korean culture in America, and I 
hope Ling returns for a second season 
to highlight even more. 

In terms of coincidences: yesterday 
was Lunar New Year, which is most-
ly celebrated by East and Southeast 
Asian cultures. It is often interchange-
ably called Chinese New Year, as the 
Chinese ascribe zodiac animals to 
every year of the 12-year cycle. Those 
whose zodiac year it is — so this lunar 
year, people born in the year of the ti-
ger - are said to experience more luck 
in their lives. 

Another coincidence: Asian cul-
ture, from media to food to the very 
people, are becoming even more 
prominent, thanks to the push for 

more representation in the United 
States. K-pop, anime, Asian fusion 
food and more traditional dishes are 
more popular than ever. Asian culture 
has often been reduced to its food, and 
both have been reduced to a monolith. 
However, in recent years, distinction 
between Asian cultures has prolif-
erated more authenticity and pride 
among Asian people who have feared 
speaking their native languages or 
eating their food. 

And another — although perhaps 
not as positive — coalescing is that 
Ling’s series comes amidst a time of 
heightened discrimination and vio-
lence against Asians in America. Al-
though discrimination against Asian 
people in America historically stretch-
es back to the Chinese Exclusion Act 
from the 19th century, this spike stems 
in part from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The discrimination contrasted with 
the previous item of increased celebra-
tion of Asian culture reminds me of a 
paradoxical fallacy. Is more awareness 
being drawn to these issues because 
of Asian culture and people’s rising 
prominence, or are Asian culture and 
people becoming more infl uential in 
order to combat this discrimination? 
Either way, as a Chinese-Filipino im-
migrant, I’m grateful for the increased 
representation of Asian culture and 
people in all aspects of life, and not the 
stereotypes I’ve grown up with. Some 
states have started to require more 

robust education about Asian-Ameri-
can history, which I never would have 
thought would be an issue enough 
people cared about. 

Long introduction aside, “Take 
Out” is yet another piece of Asian ex-
cellence to add to the growing collec-
tion of Asian-inspired media, includ-
ing the novel and fi lm “Crazy Rich 
Asians” and Marvel’s “Shang-Chi 
and the Legend of the Seven Rings.” 
As you may know, I love watching 
anything related to food, whether it’s 
competition shows like “The Great 
British Bake-O� ,” docuseries like 
“Chef’s Table” or fi ctional movies or 
shows centered around food like “The 
Hundred Foot Journey” and “Chef.” 
Like a masterfully crafted dish, “Take 
Out” perfectly balances what I’m 
looking for in a food series: a charis-
matic and earnest host, an authentic 
exploration of the food the episode 
focuses on and perhaps my favorite 
part, the historical context behind the 
featured culture. Ling is vibrant in her 
discussion of the food she eats, the 
people she speaks with and the histo-
ry she shares. 

Since I am prone to looking up ev-
erything to know about something I’m 
watching or reading, it’s refreshing to 
launch into something without much 
prior knowledge. When I fi rst booted 
up “Take Out,” I was pleasantly sur-
prised the fi rst episode is about Fili-
pino food. What’s unique about this 
food docuseries versus others is that 
Ling specifi cally focuses on the Asian 
American experience, visiting areas of 
the country signifi cant to a particular 
culture, like Chinatowns or Fairfax, 
Virginia, a suburb in which many Ko-
rean Americas have settled. Filipino 
food is comforting and familiar to me, 
so I enjoy learning a lot of the Filipino 
American history I barely knew about. 
Filipinos were the fi rst Asians to settle 
in America, setting down roots in Lou-
isiana. Filipino cuisine and the fi rst 

Filipino settlers are largely infl uential 
in the bayou shrimp industry. 

Immigrant stories are an import-
ant part of Asian American history, 
so Ling chronicles the history of how 
each ethnic group arrived in America 
and the challenges and fortunes that 
shaped their infl uence in the fabric 
of the country. Despite diving into a 
show about food, the context behind it 
helps one appreciate more. So besides 
learning about Filipinos in New Or-
leans, I appreciate how Ling touched 
upon Japanese internment, how Ban-
gladeshi people are often confl ated 
with Indian people and how Asian 
Americans may very well feel isolated 
during childhood and seek to assim-
ilate. I enjoyed the guest appearance 
of Korean American Michelle Zauner, 
singer of indie pop band Japanese 
Breakfast and author of 
memoir “Crying 
in H Mart,” 
because I 
love her 
music, 
and 

also because her discussion about bi-
racialism is important representation 
for other people grappling with their 
biracial or Asian identity. 

This column was perhaps more 
about culture and history than food, 
but what is food without culture and 
history? That’s why I think media 
like “Take Out” are so important. Not 
many people have the initiative to ex-
plicitly learn about Asian or Asian 
American culture and history. (That’s 
why I’m glad some states are requir-
ing this education.) So why not learn 
them in context of something we all 
understand: food. At the very least, 
learn about some Asian American 
dishes you should try when you get 
the chance!  Rating: 5/5

Hollieats: Food, family, 
fusion and more in the 
fortuitous ‘Take Out 
with Lisa Ling’
by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

GRAPHIC BY KAITLYN TRAN
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Photo of the Day | It’s good to be back

Crossword

DYK? Lunar New Year edition!

A painted rock in between Monteith and Oak Hall calls for an end to online learning and asks the administration to let the students vote on the decision about course modality, Feb. 1, 
2022. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The zodiac sign of the Tiger is 
a symbol of strength, exorcis-
ing evils and braveness.

WEARING RED WILL BRING GOOD 
LUCK IN YOUR ZODIAC YEAR.

FACTS COURTESY OF CHINAHIGHLIGHTS.COM

Sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 2, 2022

ACROSS
1 Epsilon followers
6 Reference

10 Apple tablet
14 Reason for a food 

recall
15 River Severn 

tributary
16 Violin holder
17 Old will?
18 Actress 

Krakowski of  
“30 Rock”

19 Gaelic language
20 Fuss
21 Seat for a 

hooligan?
23 Violinist Isaac 

who performed 
the solos in the 
movie “Fiddler on 
the Roof”

25 Whirl
26 Fast watercraft
28 Editor’s concern
30 Kitchen gadget 

brand
31 Ready for a refill
33 Pulitzer-winning 

writer James
37 Dalmatian 

marking
39 Pals, slangily
41 MLBer Manny 

who was a 
Dodger coach for 
34 seasons

42 Bagel center
43 Cleaned, in a way
45 USPS unit
46 Many Wikipedia 

articles
49 More than you 

want to hear, 
probably

51 Put aside
54 Open-mouthed 

stares
55 Seat for a gala 

attendee?
58 Mop
61 Gillette razor
62 Indian royal
63 “Mostly Ghostly” 

series author
64 Poet Silverstein
65 Panache
66 Reddish-brown 

dye
67 Cooked
68 Smartphone 

receipt
69 Beaten by a 

nose, say

DOWN
1 Pizzazz
2 It’ll come back 

to you
3 Seat for an 

amphibian?
4 Gives in portions
5 Dog command
6 Louisiana  

cuisine
7 Author Turgenev
8 Honky-__
9 One side of  

an Einstein 
equation

10 It may be in a 
cone

11 Winter warmer
12 Strong suit
13 Caterpillar rival
21 Gussy up
22 Olive __
24 Squeeze (out)
26 “Milk” Oscar 

nominee Brolin
27 Trade show
28 Simmered  

dishes
29 Kind
32 Gnat or nag
34 Seat for Tiger?
35 Famous almost-

last words
36 British  

nobleman

38 Like Poe’s title 
heart

40 Stick a fork in
44 Dance genre
47 Columbia, for 

one
48 Like some agents 

and Santas
50 Took a break
51 Muscle 

contraction
52 Yoga variety
53 Miscalculated

54 Oversized and 
then some

56 Healthy
57 Warrior son of 

King Telamon, in 
myth

59 Donovan in 
the Women’s 
Basketball Hall of 
Fame

60 Bracelet ball
63 Pop duo __ & 

Him

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Susan Gelfand 2/2/22
Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

2/2/22

Solution to Tuesday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2022 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

2/2/22

Some lucky foods during Lunar 
New Year are rice dumplings 
( family togetherness), fried 
flour-coated peanuts (vitality) 
and walnut cookies (happiness).
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Sounding Off: Is our society too playoff biased?

Evan’s Take: How good has 
Fred VanVleet truly been this year?

The Toronto Raptors have been 
fairly average this season. With that 
being said, it hasn’t stopped the team 
from showing the NBA some im-
pressive talent in their lineup. 

You may be thinking that I would 
be talking about former NBA all-
star Pascal Siakam or even emerg-
ing rookie star Scottie Barnes. In-
stead, I want to turn your attention 
to a 6-foot-1 undrafted point guard 
named Fred VanVleet. 

VanVleet started in the Summer 
League with a handful of G-League 
assignments. Today, the five-year 
veteran has been so good that he’s in 
line to contend for the backup guard 
spot in the NBA all-star game on Feb. 
20.  

But hey, don’t take my word for 
it–just ask NBA legend Chauncey 
Billups, current head coach of the 
Portland Trail Blazers. 

“[VanVleet’s] just so underappre-
ciated to me by the league,” said Bil-

lups. “I think he’s maybe the most 
underrated player in the game. He 
can do it all.” 

Yet that still doesn’t tell the entire 
story of how well VanVleet has played 
this year for a Raptors team looking 
for a play-in spot. After fan favorite 
Kyle Lowry left the Raptors with a 
star-studded list of accomplishments 
including helping the franchise earn 
its first ring and cementing his place 
as one of the greatest players in fran-
chise history, VanVleet was expected 
to take on the huge hole that Lowry’s 
absence has left the team.  

It certainly wasn’t easy, but the 
27-year-old guard from Wichita State 
has not only filled this hole extremely 
well, he’s also exceeded expectations. 
At nearly 40 minutes per game, Van-
Vleet is averaging over 20 points per 
game for the first time in his career 
on great shooting splits. He’s doing 
this, while switching over from the 
shooting guard position, a place that 
VanVleet has grown accustomed to 
throughout the duration of his ca-
reer, to command the team’s primary 
guard spot. 

by Evan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

Take a look at VanVleet’s effective 
field goal percentage on catch-and-
shoot field goal attempts this season. 
He ranks with  one of the highest 
marks in the league at 69.9%. That’s 
higher than NBA all-star game start-
er Andrew Wiggins. He ranks third 
in made three-pointers this season 
with 165. His shooting from beyond 
the arc in 17 straight games has Van-
Vleet tied for the third-longest streak 
in NBA history. 

Even with VanVleet’s noticeable 
shooting slump, these are still signs 
of an NBA all-star. When the guard 
has to play close to 40 minutes a 
night, including a game where he 
played 54 minutes in a triple-over-
time game on the road against the 
Miami Heat, and still grab solid num-
bers, that’s extraordinary.  

Despite all of VanVleet’s great ac-
complishments this season, there’s 
still doubts as to whether he will grab 
his first career all-star appearance in 
recognition of his impressive play.  
Regardless of if the Toronto veteran 
gets his recognition, it’s time to recog-
nize this undrafted talent.

Fred VanVleet’s 17 consecutive games with three or more made three-point shots is good for third all-time 
in the NBA, and the streak is still active. PHOTO VIA @LIBAANSTAR1 ON TWITTER

VanVleet takes on two defenders in a Mar. 2, 2018 game against the 
Washington Wizards. PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Since 1961, only two Major 
League Baseball teams have won 
110 or more games. That was the 
year that the regular season was 
lengthened to the 162-game mark 
it sits at today. The team with the 
second most wins was the 1998 
New York Yankees, while the 
team with the most was the 2001 
Seattle Mariners. While both of 
these teams accomplished an al-
most unmatchable feat, the Yan-
kees of that era are far more re-
membered by the sports world, 
for one reason only: not only did 
they cap off their 114-win season 
with a World Series victory, they 
won three other titles in a span of 
five years. The Mariners, on the 
other hand, lost in the American 
League Championship Series. 

With an almost poetic irony, 
the team that knocked the Mari-
ners out of the playoffs was none 
other than the Yankees, a team 
that won 21 less regular season 
games than them. The Yankees 
would go on to lose to the Ari-
zona Diamondbacks, a team that 
won a total of 103 games in 2001, 
counting both the regular season 
and the playoffs. Compared to the 
120 games won by the Mariners, 
is it really fair to say that the Dia-
mondbacks are the team that de-
serves to be immortalized? 

Sure, the obvious counterpoint 
to this argument is that the pres-
sure of win-or-go-home playoff 
competition gives merit to playoff 
success, but that discounts the 
hardships that are exclusive to 
regular season play. For example, 
the volume of games played in 
leagues such as MLB, the NBA, the 
WNBA, the NHL and the NFL is 
significantly higher in the regular 
season compared to the playoffs, 
with no league’s playoffs coming 
close to even half of the games 
played in the regular season. 

The main reason we have play-
offs is to fulfill the necessity to 
crown a winner that all us sports 

fans feel. It would feel really an-
ti-climactic if at the end of the 
regular season, the team with 
the best record won the title, but 
at the end of the day that really 
would be the most fair system. 

by Sam Zelin
STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

Having two completely differ-
ent formats in one professional 
league is not a marker of athletic 
integrity, it’s purely for enter-
tainment value.  

The 2021-22 NFL season is a 

perfect example of how regu-
lar season excellence does not 
equate to playoff success. Only 
two teams won 13 games in the 
regular season, the Green Bay 
Packers and Tampa Bay Buc-

caneers, but neither even made 
it to the Conference Champi-
onship round of the playoffs. 
While having the Cincinnati 
Bengals in the Super Bowl, the 
team with the least wins for a 
division winner, makes for a 
great storyline, that’s what it 
is. The only way that a sudden 
death bracket format would be 
a true measure of each team’s 
ability would be if it included all 
teams in the league and was the 
only format used. 

That may be the solution 
leagues should go for. Omit-
ting current regular season 
formats in favor of giant tour-
nament-style contests might 
solve the problem, making each 
individual game matter more 
while establishing continuity 
throughout the season. Unfor-
tunately, going back to the en-
tertainment point, the goal of 
professional sports is not solely 
to test which team is the best. 
With this proposed format, fan-
bases of teams that are not good 
would only be able to watch 
their team a limited amount of 
times before they were elimi-
nated. Herein lies the problem 
of why the two-format system 
persists: a balance is struck 
in order to keep the maximum 
amount of fans engaged. 

If there’s anything that can be 
gleaned from this tangent that 
ultimately found its way back to 
the beginning, it’s that regular 
season success deserves more 
credit. Sure, it would not make 
sense to have playoffs all the time 
or to get rid of them outright, but 
separate awards can be given to 
the best regular season team and 
the best playoff team. The 2001 
Mariners should be honored in 
just as high a regard as the Di-
amondbacks, as neither team 
accomplished what the other 
team did in the other format. In 
the same vein, the 2007 Patriots’ 
16-0 record should also be held 
in high regard, as no other team 
in the 16-game NFL season era 
accomplished it. 

Seattle Mariners right fielder Ichiro Suzuki (51) in action during the Seattle Mariners at Baltimore Orioles 
game on May 11, 2011. In 2001, the year that the Mariners went 116-46, Ichiro led the American League in 
plate appearances, at-bats, hits, stolen bases and batting average en route to AL MVP and Rookie of the 
Year honors. PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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Photo of the Day | Making a splash

UConn swimming and diving competes against Southern Connecticut State University in the Wolff-Zackin Natatorium on Dec. 4, 2021, Storrs, Conn. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Point/Counterpoint
IS DANIEL JONES THE GIANTS’ QB OF THE FUTURE?
by Stratton Stave 
STAFF WRITER 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

and Evan Rodriguez 
STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

Just three short years ago in 
the 2019 NFL draft, the New York 
Giants had the sixth pick  and 
used it to pick quarterback Dan-
iel Jones out of Duke University. 
The Senior Bowl MVP was pro-
jected to be drafted late in the first 
round, and some even rated him 
as a second round pick. The Gi-
ants saw Jones as a risk for going 
off the board in between the sixth 
and 17th pick (the Giants’ next se-
lection), so they took him. Aside 
from the Giants being a dumpster 
fire of an organization and gutting 
their coaching staff this season af-
ter a 12-25 record since Jones has 
been the starter, the question still 
remains: Do the G-men still give 
Jones another chance under cen-
ter, or is it time to move on? Strat-
ton Stave and Evan Rodriguez 
debate this in this week’s Point/
Counterpoint.  

 Stratton: Since Daniel Jones 
has been a starter for the Giants, 
things haven’t gone well at all. 
Their record has been abysmal; 
they haven’t won more than six 
games in any of Jones’ three sea-
sons. Aside from the wins and 
losses, statistically, Jones has been 
pretty abysmal. PFF has Jones as 
the No. 26 quarterback this year, 
as a part of an offense that was 
31st in the league in points scored. 
In his career, Jones’ completion 
percentage has floated around 
the low 60s — nothing special, 
but not terrible. One thing critical 
to mention is how awful his sup-
porting cast has been. The Giants’ 
receiving corps had so many in-
jured players this year with Ster-
ling Shepard out for much of the 
season, and both Kenny Golliday 
and Darius Slayton missing time 
and playing inconsistently. Not to 
mention Kadarius Toney, who had 
one good game in week five with 
189 yards, punched his opponent 
and proceeded to catch the ball a 
total of 16 more times during the 
season. As bruised and battered  
as they were this season, they 
have been fine in seasons past, 
which doesn’t excuse Jones’ un-
impressive play this far into his 
career. 

 Evan: When you’re talking 
about Daniel Jones, you have to 
give him some type of sympa-
thy. Part of Jones’ struggles have 
to fall on former Giants general 
manager Dave Gettleman. Get-
tleman’s failure to surround the 

former Duke quarterback with 
maintainable talent has played a 
huge role in Jones being unable to 
truly live up to expectations and 
be the valued successor to  Giants 

legend Eli Manning. If you get rid 
of Gettleman and get a new face in 
the front office with Joe Schoen, 
the former assistant general man-
ager of a current contender in the 

Buffalo Bills, there’s certainly 
promise that he can give Jones the 
proper weapons to have a great 
opportunity for success in New 
York. With the Giants slated for 

another down year unless Schoen 
immediately makes several block-
buster moves, there’s no reason to 
not give Jones at least one more 
year to see how he does under a 
new general manager and head 
coach with another former Bills 
talent in Brian Daboll.  

 Stratton: That’s completely 
fair, and there is a deep need for 
sympathy towards Jones. But the 
fact of the matter is that both sides 
need a fresh start. Jones is still a 
young 24-year-old and has time to 
make it work with another fran-
chise, but there is no need to keep 
him here for another few years of 
disappointment, as his stock as an 
ex-Giant will continue to dimin-
ish. At this point, why not trade 
for a guy like Russell Wilson, a 
proven guy who can win and let 
Jones get a new start somewhere 
with more support? Although 
Wilson is getting older at 33 years 
old, he could be a nice transitional 
piece for the Giants. Wilson will 
continue his solid production, 
and the Giants can draft a new 
quarterback a few years from now 
after building a better team learn-
ing from the veteran Wilson as he 
retires. When talking about Jones, 
it’s just not fair to waste his prime 
years more than they have already 
wasted his first few. A fresh start 
is needed. 

Evan: The thing is that this 
would be the correct move, if 
Gettleman was still the gener-
al manager of the team. Yet he 
is not, and if Schoen is able to 
grab a few solid trades to the Gi-
ants, there’s no reason for Dan-
ny Dimes not to get one more 
crack at a productive season 
with the team. Also, New York 
going for a quarterback such 
as Wilson doesn’t make much 
sense considering how much 
they would be giving up. While 
I don’t disagree with possibly 
getting a veteran caliber starter 
until the Giants find their next 
valued starter, it doesn’t make 
much sense for getting someone 
like Wilson, especially with his 
injury history. Realistically, if 
I’m Schoen, Jones shouldn’t be 
potentially dealt until at least 
next year. Who knows if Daboll 
can grab some solid production 
out of Jones and turn him into 
a capable starting quarterback 
for New York? If you deal Jones 
now, you lose out on that poten-
tial. The Giants won’t exactly be 
turning any heads next year in 
what looks like another rebuild 
year for the franchise. I’m all in 
favor of what Jones could possi-
bly bring under Schoen. 

Daniel Jones as a member of the New York Giants during a game against the Washington Football Team at 
MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J. on Oct. 18, 2020. In this article, DC Staff Writers Stratton Stave and 
Evan Rodriguez debate Jones’ future on the Giants.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALL-PRO SPORTS VIA FLICKR
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Women’s Basketball: No. 10 Huskies face challenge at Creighton
by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

The No. 10 UConn women’s basket-
ball team (13-4, 8-0) will begin a tough 
week tonight in Omaha, Nebraska, 
where it is set to take on the Creighton 
Bluejays (15-5, 10-2), the second place 
team in the Big East.  

The Bluejays, coached by Jim 
Flanery, are having a phenomenal 
season, as they currently sit at No. 
32 in the nation in the NET Rank-
ings and are projected to be a No. 10 
seed in ESPN’s latest Bracketology to 
go along with a vote in the latest AP 
Poll. This campaign includes a win 
against Arkansas in Fayetteville, a 
team currently receiving AP votes. 
Creighton’s schedule also features a 
close loss to Nebraska, which is also 

receiving votes and has been ranked 
this year. 

The Huskies and Bluejays have al-
ready played once in an early January 
matinee that came down to the wire 
in Storrs. The low-scoring, 63-55 UCo-
nn win saw a stellar performance by 
freshman guard Caroline Ducharme, 
who added 17 points.  

Morgan Maly impressed for 
the Bluejays in that game, with 
14 points and five boards in just 
23 minutes. On the season, Maly 
is averaging a solid 11.7 points, 
3.2 rebounds and 1.5 dimes, along 
with 35% three-point shooting. A 
consistent contributor for Creigh-
ton all year, Maly has scored at 
least seven points in all but one 
game and has hit double figures in 
14 out of 20. If the Bluejays want 
to knock out the Huskies this time 

around, Maly will need to be on 
point.  

Another player to watch for will 
be Creighton’s Emma Ronsiek. The 
6-foot-1 sophomore forward is hav-
ing an excellent season, averaging 
14.8 points per game, grabbing 4.6 
boards and collecting 2.1 assists. 
This comes on an incredibly efficient 
54.4% from the field, which is 31st 
in the NCAA. Ronsiek did well, but 
not well enough last month against 
UConn, scoring ten points and col-
lecting four boards. She performed 
considerably better in a mid-January 
weekend series against Seton Hall 
and St. Johns, accumulating 57 points 
in those two games alone. Ronsiek is 
capable of torching teams on any giv-
en night, so the Huskies will have to 
be careful defending her as she looks 
for revenge.  

For the Huskies, a player to keep 
an eye on is freshman Azzi Fudd. 
The Huskies hit just five threes 
against Creighton last time, in a 
game where Fudd was absent due 
to a foot injury. This time, Fudd 
should be able to add a scoring 
punch with her electric shooting. 
After the Providence game, coach 
Geno Auriemma lamented the 
freshman’s lack of aggression and 
will likely be pushing her to take 
more shots this time. In her two 
games since returning from inju-
ry, Fudd scored 15 points in a win 
at DePaul on 6-for-10 shooting in 
23 minutes. The Providence game 
turned out to be just the opposite, 
as Fudd got six more minutes, but 
delivered 10 fewer points. This 
will mark her seventh game of the 
year.  

A second player who will be import-
ant to the Huskies effort will be senior 
guard Christyn Williams. After a weak 
stretch of the season where Williams 
averaged just 12.5 points across seven 
games, she is back and better than ever, 
averaging 18.5 in the four games since.  

“I think [Williams] has been one of 
the bright spots,” Auriemma said after 
the Providence game. “She really had 
it going before COVID, and then she 
had to take the break... She’s at her best 
when she’s being aggressive and not 
settling. I think she’s in a really good 
place right now.” 

Another thing to watch for will be 
whether or not Husky senior Dor-
ka Juhasz plays. Juhasz was out with 
a stress reaction for the Providence 
game and is listed as day-to-day.  

The contest will air at 7:30 p.m. EST 
on SNY.

The UConn Huskies take on the Arkansas Razorbacks on Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021 at the XL center in Hartford, Conn. The Huskies won 95-80, with Paige Bueckers (5) leading the Huskies 
with 34 points. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Jon’s Take: It’s time for NFL playoff overtime rules to be changed

Another year of the NFL play-
offs, another year for people to be 
outraged over the NFL’s overtime 
rules, myself included.  

Just a week and a half ago, 
sports fans saw what will likely 
be the game of the playoffs, with 
the Bills and Chiefs fighting it out 
for their ticket to the AFC Cham-
pionship. After the Chiefs moved 
down the field in just 13 seconds 
and nailed a field goal at the buzz-
er, the contest went into overtime. 
Kansas City won the coin toss, 
elected to take the ball first and 
made quick work of one of the 
NFL’s top defenses, much like 
they had all game. 

The Bills and quarterback Josh 
Allen, who threw for 329 yards, 
four touchdowns and zero in-
terceptions, didn’t even get his 
chance to win the game. Fans on 
Twitter were understandably 
very upset. 

Fast forward one week later 
as the AFC Championship goes 
into overtime. Kansas City won 
the coin toss again, but this time, 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes 
turned the ball over, allowing Joe 
Burrow and company to set up an 
easy field goal to send the Bengals 
to the Super Bowl. 

That time, the overtime rules 
worked, and both offenses got 
their best shot at winning. De-
spite this game seemingly “eve-
ning things out” for the Chiefs, 
and NFL Twitter erupting with 
comments of sending “Joe Shies-
ty” to the Super Bowl while Jack-
son Mahomes has to make his 
TikToks anywhere but SoFi Sta-
dium, these overtime rules still 
need to be changed – at least for 
the postseason. 

Why the postseason, you ask? 
Well for starters, the winners of 
the overtime coin toss, who al-
most always elect to receive the 
ball first, are now 10-2 in the play-

offs. That’s a winning percent-
age of 83%. Of those 10 winners, 
seven of them scored a walk-off 
touchdown on the first drive. 
There’s a reason why the Chiefs’ 
Twitter page was so excited that 
the team won the coin flip in the 
AFC Championship: Their odds 
of winning just became exponen-
tially higher. 

It’s worth noting that in the reg-
ular season, 52.8% of the coin toss 
winners end up winning their 
respective games. That isn’t a 
perfect 50%, but it’s not alarming 
enough to warrant any change. 
A reason for this disparity in the 
playoffs is that those games typi-
cally consist of the most elite of-

fenses in the league, ones that can 
tear up any defense at will. 

Speaking of defense, the big-
gest argument in favor of keeping 
the overtime rules is that defense 
is one of the three facets of foot-
ball. To win, you need to perform 
on offense, defense and special 
teams. While yes, that is true, re-
cent history also should be con-
sidered. The Chiefs didn’t have 
the best defensive unit in the na-
tion, coming in at eighth in PFF’s 
Week 17 rankings. But the Bills 
ranked as the top dogs in that 
same article. So how did they get 
torched for three different scores, 
adding up to 16 points in just over 
five minutes of game time? 

I don’t really see this as a knock 
on the Bills’ defense, but more as 
a credit to Mahomes. He is clearly 
a top quarterback in the league, if 
not the most talented. When you 
have a Super Bowl contending 
roster filled with weapons like 
Tyreek Hill and Travis Kelce, that 
also helps. This is an offense that 
wasn’t going to let up. 

How about the Bills offense? 
Josh Allen is at that same level as 
Mahomes, and the Bills are the 
same high-quality team. Receiv-
ers Stefon Diggs and record-set-
ter Gabriel Davis gave him plen-
ty to work with all game, and 
there’s no evidence to say that 
they wouldn’t have excelled in the 

overtime period. Sure, defense is 
part of the game, but at this stage, 
it was clear the offenses would 
win out.  

Another interesting point that 
has been raised was why the field 
goal was the dividing line. If a 
team loses the coin toss, they can 
limit the other team to a field goal, 
which qualifies as a “stop” since 
the offense didn’t end the game. 
This isn’t the best case scenario, 
but is still good enough to give the 
ball to their quarterback. Howev-
er, if that team also scores a field 
goal, all of a sudden it’s next score 
wins. That quality stop that was 
previously good enough before 
suddenly costs your team the big 
game.  

With that being said, why would 
there ever be a sudden death, next 
score wins in football? The team 
with the ball always has the ad-
vantage in that scenario, which 
is why the NFL changed the rule 
back in 2010 to avoid overtime 
starting in a true sudden death. 

Why is a back-and-forth bat-
tle with both offenses involved 
not allowed in overtime? College 
football has been doing it for 
years. Adding more highlights 
and clutch plays to NFL football 
would be even more beneficial to 
the most popular sport in the U.S. 
If there was an injury concern for 
the players, why would the league 
have just expanded its playoff 
format to seven teams per confer-
ence and its regular season to 18 
weeks?  

I understand that it is quite 
easy to be hypocritical about the 
current rule as well. Everyone 
wants the rule to be changed until 
it’s their team that’s on the right 
side of the coin flip. As an un-
biased Jets fan who hasn’t seen 
their team in the playoffs since 
before they implemented the new 
overtime rule in 2012, I think it’s 
time to take some action and give 
the coin toss losers a more even 
chance at winning these big post-
season games.

by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Buffalo Bills QB Josh Allen threw for 329 yards and 4 touchdowns in the divisional playoff loss to the Kansas 
City Chiefs, but did not get a chance to take the field in overtime before the Chiefs won. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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@uconn
UConn Athletics is honored to induct 
Harrison “Honey” Fitch, the first Black 
basketball player in @uconn’s history.
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UConn Women’s Hockey 
@UConnWHOC
Back in the Top 10 this week!

RedditCFB
@RedditCFB
The UConn Huskies have many incredi-
ble sports teams.

Eli Manning 
@Eli Manning
Congrats on your retirement Tom.

 
 

 
UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Men’s basketball 
Tuesday

55 59

 

Women’s basketball, Friday, 7 p.m.
Gampel Pavilion

vs.

Men’s hockey,Friday, 7:05 p.m.
Hartford, Conn. 

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

UConn can’t get it done against Bluejays, lose 59-55 

The UConn men’s basketball team loses to Creighton 59-55 Tuesday at the XL Center. The Huskies seemed to recover from a difficult start enter-
ing halftime down 10 points but ultimately could not pull off the win.
PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Evan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

It was not a pretty outcome 
from the XL Center in which the 
University of Connecticut simply 
did not look like themselves. A 
team shooting percentage of 29.9% 
for the game along with just two 
points from the bench only begins 
to tell the true story for the Hus-
kies, who were in search of their 
sixth straight win against the Blue-
jays.  

Instead of grabbing anoth-
er consecutive Big East win, the 
team grabbed a disappointing XL 
Center loss in front of a crowd of 
10,443. That large Hartford crowd 
was loud until the final buzzer in 
what seemed like a clear resur-
gence during the second half to 
grab the win. 

It was a one-man show that 
kept the Huskies in it through-
out Tuesday’s dogfight. That man 
was veteran Isaiah Whaley, who 
put up a career-high 20 points on 
8-13. Whaley was a huge outlier in 
a team that struggled offensively 
all night. Whether it was attack-
ing Creighton from the three-point 
line or in the paint with a block, the 
UConn fan favorite had a career 
night. 

“It felt good,” said Whaley. 
“Coach has been telling me to 
shoot it over and over. Whenever 
I don’t hesitate, good things hap-
pen.” 

Other than Whaley, the team 
looked completely off on offense 
and defense. With the Bluejays be-
ing able to shoot 41.2% and not a 
single player cracking double dig-
its other than Whaley and guard 
R.J. Cole, the Huskies are looking 
at the same problems they’ve faced 
since the start of the season.  

Who was giving the Huskies 
trouble all night? While the Blue-
jays had an all-around impressive 
game throughout the team, the 
clear culprit was Ryan Hawkins. 
The forward picked apart UCo-
nn’s defense with ease, especially 
from the three-point line with a 4-5 
shooting night from beyond the arc. 
His incredible play was a huge part 
in keeping the Bluejays competitive 
in a huge win for the program. 

“It’s a hard, hard league,” said 
Creighton head coach Greg Mcder-
mott. “You better appreciate and 
enjoy the wins when they come be-
cause they are not easy to come by 
in this conference.” 

While Mcdermott was extreme-
ly proud of the team’s perfor-
mance against a ranked UConn 
team, Huskies coach Dan Hurley 
was much more angry about his 
team’s poor performance across 
the board. 

“We just got to find a way to play 
better when we come in here,” 
Hurley said, “especially when you 
see a crowd like that that’s going to 
galvanize the group.” 

It was an overall sloppy game 
from the Huskies and it does not 
get any easier for the team. The 
team has to play Villanova Univer-
sity up next on the road, a tough 
task for UConn after losing to the 
Creighton team that sits at just 5-4 
in the Big East. 

One thing is clear for UConn. 
The Huskies had their worst of-
fensive night of the year and with 
a tough Wildcats team coming up, 
improvements are necessary. In an 
off night for an impressive team in 
the country, it’s rebound time for 
UConn.
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