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CONFIRMED 2022 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*151

as of 6:32 p.m. on Feb. 23

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)70

*positive test results
277 Cumulative 

Commuter Cases*

VATICAN CITY (AP) — A Con-
necticut newspaper exposed one of 
the Catholic Church’s biggest sexual 
abuse scandals by reporting 25 years 
ago Wednesday that eight men had 
accused the revered founder of the Le-
gion of Christ religious order of raping 
and molesting them when they were 
boys preparing for the priesthood.

It took a decade for the Vatican to 
sanction the founder, the Rev. Mar-
cial Maciel, and another decade for 

the Legion to admit he was a serial 
pedophile who had violated at least 
60 boys. In the meantime, the orig-
inal whistleblowers suff ered a def-
amation campaign by the Legion, 
which branded them liars bent on 
creating a conspiracy to hurt a man 
considered a living saint.

As they marked the quarter-cen-
tury anniversary of revelations that 
tarnished the legacy of St. John Paul 
II, three of Maciel's victims are still 

seeking reparations from the Legion 
to compensate for the abuse they suf-
fered and the “moral” harm done to 
their reputations by the order.

They had refused earlier com-
pensation off ers that their fellow 
survivors accepted, and a mediation 
process begun in 2019 has stalled, 
according to emails and documents 
provided to The Associated Press.

Legion of Christ victims seek 
reparations 25 years after 
Hartford Courant investigation

Advocates hopeful assisted 
suicide bill will pass

(AP) — Advocates of what's be-
come a perennial bill that would allow 
terminally ill adults in Connecticut to 
request medication to help them die 
expressed optimism Wednesday this 
could be the year the proposal fi nally 
gets voted on by the full House and 
Senate and signed into law by Gov. 
Ned Lamont.

Last year the legislation cleared the 
General Assembly's Public Health 
Committee, following roughly a de-
cade of debate, but did not progress 
further. The same lawmakers are 
members of the committee this year.

“We've been talking about this bill 
for years. There's really very little 
new that we're talking about here,” 
said Rep. Jonathan Steinberg, D-West-
port, co-chair of the committee, before 
Wednesday's often emotional public 
hearing on the proposal. “What's go-
ing to be new and diff erent is getting 
this bill passed in the Connecticut 
Legislature and signed by Governor 
Lamont. That is our goal this year.”

Steinberg expressed optimism that 
state legislators who support the bill 
have “done a good job of educating our 
colleagues, answering their questions, 
dispelling myths and unwarranted 
concerns, to the point where we’ll 
have widespread support” in both the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 
Steinberg also said polling indicates 
public support in Connecticut for the 
legislation, which would allow a qual-
ifi ed adult patient who is terminally 
ill to ultimately be prescribed medi-
cation the person would take to end 
their own life following various steps.

Yet opponents of the bill, including 
the socially conservative Family Insti-
tute of Connecticut, are hopeful they'll 

be able to defeat the legislation once 
again. FIC's lobbying arm has said it's 
the organization's top goal this year. 
Meanwhile, some advocates for peo-
ple with disabilities argued Wednes-
day that it's an especially bad time for 
lawmakers to debate the bill consider-
ing the shortage of direct care workers 
has caused psychological distress for 
many people who need daily care and 
may be inclined to take their own lives 
out of frustration.

“Suicide is contagious, and this 
is suicide, no matter how often and 
fervently you deny it,” wrote Cathy 
Ludlum, a leader of Second Thoughts 
Connecticut, an advocacy group for 
people with disabilities which op-
poses the legislation, in written testi-
mony. “I am not alone. Many people 
are hanging on by a thread. Maybe 
because of unmet disability needs. 
Maybe because of economic distress. 
Maybe from isolation and sadness.”

Various proponents of the bill dis-
puted claims the legislation will lead 
to more suicides.

As in previous years, legislators 
heard numerous heart-wrenching 
stories during Wednesday's public 
hearing about terminally ill people 
who've suff ered both physically and 
emotionally, due to cancer and other 
diseases. Kira Philips of Hartford told 
lawmakers about how her mother fa-
tally shot herself in the family's back-
yard shed last June after struggling 
three years with a form of bone cancer.

“She wished she could have utilized 
medical aid in dying and even dis-
cussed uprooting and moving into Ver-
mont,” Philips said. “But the radiating 
spinal pain, chronic sickness and fear 
she endured led her to desperation.”

Jose Barba, a victim in the Legion of Christ sex scandal, shows a photo of himself when he was an 18-year-
old seminarian student, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2022. Barba was one of the first to come forward, 
accusing the disgraced founder of the Legion Father Marcial Maciel of sexual abuse before the Vatican.
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With the semester in its sixth week 
of classes, midterms are beginning at 
the University of Connecticut and stu-
dents are starting to feel the stress.  

Whether it is an essay, a project or an 
exam, students have found it hard to 
balance putting eff ort into each class, 
especially when they have anywhere 
between one to six classes to focus on.  

Mikha Shrestha, a fourth-semester 
cognitive science major, is current-
ly enrolled in fi ve classes and will be 
having a midterm exam for each at the 
beginning of March. 

“My exams are pretty much all over 
the course of the next two weeks,” 
Shrestha said. “I do think it is a lot 
at once, but part of me doesn’t want 
to blame the professors, I think it’s 
just my workload. I defi nitely do feel 
stressed, but a lot of my professors 
have given me ample time to prepare 
so it’s not on them.”  

To help relieve stress, the university 
and the many clubs and organizations 
it houses have put programs in place 
for students to participate in. One such 
organization is Hillel. On Wednesday, 
Feb. 23, Hillel organized a “HillelWell 
Fair,” where students were able to stop 
by the Hillel building throughout the 
day and participate in de-stressing ac-

tivities that focused on mental health.  
“We’re having a few diff erent sta-

tions that are all focused on wellness 
and that enables students to be able 
to bring some stuff  home,” Hillel Vice 
President and fourth-semester hu-
man development and family scienc-
es major Jessica Baden said. “With 
midterms, people aren’t focusing on 
themselves and prioritizing their own 
mental health. It’s something that I 
can say I defi nitely have struggled 
with and I would say that most stu-
dents who are helping to run this have 
experienced in some shape or form.”  

Hillel had a plethora of diff erent 
activities for students, ranging from 
candle making with stress-relieving 
essential oils, to canvas painting, to 
petting UConn Police dog Offi  cer Til-
dy, to help ease midterm stressors. 

“We’re students, part of what we 
love about our organization is that it is 
student-run, so we feel it as much as 
any other one does because we’re right 
in there,” Baden said.  

Let’s Get Together Thursday, a pro-
gram hosted by Jonathan’s Challenge 
is hosting a “15 Minutes to Calm” on 
Thursday, Feb. 24 as an outlet for anxi-
ety. Other groups, like UConn’s Greek 
Life, have also been reliable sources 
of help according to Caden Ondeck, a 
fourth-semester undecided major. 

“My fraternity, we all help each oth-

er during exams. We make our own 
study groups and they defi nitely help 
me with my stress,” Ondeck said.  

Ondeck also explained he will be 
meeting with his advisor to put him 
in touch with resources on campus 
that help students to prioritize tasks 
and assignments, as well as to manage 
time and stress. 

Other students, however, have in-
dependently found personal decom-
pression outlets for during a height-
ened stress period.  

“I have a rule where on the day of 
[exams] I don’t do any more study-
ing,” Derby Egyin, a sixth-semester 
sociology and human rights major 
said. “So to me, alleviating that stress 
the day of, or trying to do something 
fun the day prior after I know I've 
studied as much as I can helps.”  

Egyin explained how going to the 
Rec Center or taking part in a group 
fi tness class not only during mid-
terms but throughout the semester 
in general has been a big help in let-
ting go of the pressure of classes and 
school work.  

“My biggest stress reliever would 
be to go play tennis,” Egyin said. “The 
Rec Center and classes they off er is 
very stress relieving. That’s some-
thing I access during midterms and 
throughout the semester in general to 
help relieve some stress.” 

How students deal with midterm stress

Students study on campus during the Spring 2021 semester. As 
professors start handing  out exams, UConn students are learning 
to cope with the stress of midterms.
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In potential prelude to war, Kremlin says 
rebels want help

A man walks with harbor cranes in the background, at the trade port in Mariupol, 
Ukraine, Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2022. Russia began evacuating its embassy in Kyiv, and 
Ukraine urged its citizens to leave Russia. 
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A Ukrainian serviceman stands at his position at the line of separation between 
Ukraine-held territory and rebel-held territory near Svitlodarsk, eastern Ukraine, 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2022. U.S. President Joe Biden announced the U.S. was ordering 
heavy financial sanctions against Russia, declaring that Moscow had flagrantly violated 
international law in what he called the “beginning of a Russian invasion of Ukraine.”
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Commuters wait for a local train at a subway station in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Feb. 
23, 2022. Ukraine urged its citizens to leave Russia as Europe braced for further con-
frontation Wednesday after Russia’s leader received authorization to use military force 
outside his country and the West responded with a raft of sanctions.
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KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — The Kremlin said 
rebels in eastern Ukraine asked Russia for 
military assistance Wednesday to help fend 
off  Ukrainian “aggression,” an announcement 
that immediately fueled fears that Moscow was 
off ering up a pretext for war, just as the West 
had warned.

A short time later, the Ukrainian president 
rejected Moscow’s claims that his country pos-
es a threat to Russia and said a Russian inva-
sion would cost tens of thousands of lives.

“The people of Ukraine and the govern-
ment of Ukraine want peace,” President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said in an emotional over-
night address to his nation in Russian. “But if 
we come under attack, if we face an attempt to 
take away our country, our freedom, our lives 
and lives of our children, we will defend our-
selves. When you attack us, you will see our 
faces, not our backs.”

Zelenskyy said he asked to arrange a call 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin late 
Wednesday, but the Kremlin did not respond.

In an apparent reference to Putin’s move 
to sanction the deployment of the Russian 
military to “maintain peace” in eastern 
Ukraine, Zelensky warned that “this step 
could mark the start of a big war on the Eu-
ropean continent.”

“Any provocation, any spark could trigger a 
blaze that will destroy everything,” he said.

He challenged the Russian propaganda 
claims, saying that “you are told that this blaze 
will bring freedom to the people of Ukraine, 
but the Ukrainian people are free.”

The United Nations Security Council quick-
ly scheduled an emergency meeting Wednes-
day night at Ukraine's request. Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba called the 
separatists’ request “a further escalation of 
the security situation.”

Anxiety about an imminent Russian off en-
sive against its neighbor soared after Putin 
recognized the separatist regions' indepen-
dence on Monday, sanctioned the deployment 
of troops to the rebel territories and received 
parliamentary approval to use military force 
outside the country. The West responded 
with sanctions.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
the rebel chiefs wrote to Putin on Wednesday, 
pleading with him to intervene after Ukrainian 
shelling caused civilian deaths and crippled vi-
tal infrastructure.

White House press secretary Jen Psaki said 
the separatists' request for Russian help was 
an example of the sort of “false-fl ag” operation 
that the U.S. and its allies have expected Mos-
cow to use as a pretense for war.

"So we’ll continue to call out what we see as 
false-fl ag operations or eff orts to spread mis-
information about what the actual status is on 
the ground,” she said.

Earlier in the day, Ukrainian lawmakers 
approved a decree that imposes a nationwide 
state of emergency for 30 days starting Thurs-
day. The measure allows authorities to declare 
curfews and restrictions on movement, block 
rallies and ban political parties and organiza-
tions “in the interests of national security and 
public order.”

The action refl ected increasing concern 
among Ukrainian authorities after weeks of 
trying to project calm. The Foreign Ministry 

advised against travel to Russia and recom-
mended that any Ukrainians who are there 
leave immediately.

“For a long time, we refrained from declaring 
a state of emergency ... but today the situation 
has become more complicated,“ Ukrainian 
National Security and Defense Council head 
Oleksiy Danilov told parliament, emphasizing 
that Moscow's eff orts to destabilize Ukraine 
represented the main threat.

Pentagon press secretary John Kirby said 
the Russian force of more than 150,000 troops 
arrayed along Ukraine’s borders is in an ad-
vanced state of readiness. “They are ready to 
go right now,” Kirby said.

The latest images released by the Maxar sat-
ellite image company show Russian troops and 
military equipment deployed within 10 miles 
of the Ukrainian border and less than 50 miles 
from Ukraine’s second-largest city, Kharkiv.

In other developments, Russia evacuated its 
embassy in Kyiv; Ukraine recalled its ambas-
sador to Russia and considered breaking all 
diplomatic ties with Moscow and dozens of na-
tions further squeezed Russian oligarchs and 
banks out of international markets.

President Joe Biden allowed sanctions to 
move forward against the company that built 
the Russia-to-Germany Nord Stream 2 gas 
pipeline and against the company’s CEO.

“As I have made clear, we will not hesitate to 
take further steps if Russia continues to esca-
late,” Biden said in a statement.

Germany said Tuesday it was indefi nitely 
suspending the project, after Biden charged 
that Putin had launched “the beginning of 
a Russian invasion of Ukraine” by sending 
troops into the separatist regions. The pipeline 
is complete but has not yet begun operating.

Putin said Tuesday he had not yet sent any 
Russian troops into the rebel regions, contrary 
to Western claims, and Donetsk rebel leader 
Denis Pushilin insisted Wednesday there were 
no Russian troops in the region even though a 
local council member claimed the previous day 
they had moved in.

Ukrainian Minister for Digital Transfor-
mation Mykhailo Fedorov said a wave of de-
nial-of-service attacks targeted offi  cial web-
sites and some banks Wednesday. The attack 
knocked offl  ine the sites of the parliament, 
cabinet and Foreign Ministry and caused 
interruptions or delays to the sites of the de-
fense and interior ministry, which controls 
the police.

Already, the threat of war has shredded 
Ukraine's economy and raised the specter of 
massive casualties, energy shortages across 
Europe and global economic chaos.

European Union sanctions against Russia 
took eff ect, targeting several companies along 
with 351 Russian lawmakers, who voted for a 
motion urging Putin to recognize the rebel re-
gions, and 27 senior government offi  cials, busi-
ness executives and top military offi  cers.

The Russian Foreign Ministry has shrugged 
off  the sanctions, saying that “Russia has prov-
en that, with all the costs of the sanctions, it is 
able to minimize the damage.”

In Ukraine's east, one Ukrainian soldier was 
killed and six more were injured after rebel 
shelling, the Ukrainian military said. Separat-
ist offi  cials reported several explosions on their 
territory overnight and three civilian deaths.
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Jose Barba, one of the many victims in the Legion of Christ sex scandal, poses for a portrait in front 
of a monument to the 46th President of Mexico Alvaro Obregon, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2022. 
It has been 25 years since the Hartford Courant exposed one of the Catholic Church’s biggest sexual 
abuse scandals. Some of the whistleblowers are seeking reparations from the Legion of Christ.
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Catholic Church 
whistleblowers 
seek reparations 
for sexual abuse

The Vatican in 2010 took over the 
Mexico-based Legion and imposed a 
process of reform after an investiga-
tion showed that Maciel had sexually 
abused seminarians and fathered at 
least three children with two women. 
The Vatican found he had created a 
system of power built on silence, de-
ceit and obedience that enabled him 
lead a double life.

The findings were by no means 
news to the Holy See: Documents 
from Vatican archives show how a 
succession of popes, cardinals and 
bishops starting in the 1950s simply 
turned a blind eye to credible reports 
that Maciel was a con artist, drug ad-
dict, pedophile and religious fraud. 
The Vatican and especially John 
Paul, however, appreciated his ability 
to bring in vocations and donations.

The reality of Maciel’s depravity 
burst into the public domain Feb. 23, 
1997, when The Hartford Courant 
published a lengthy expose by inves-
tigative journalists Jason Berry and 
the late Gerald Renner about Maciel 
and the order, whose U.S. headquar-
ters were based in Connecticut.

The story, which formed the basis of 
a 2004 book “Vows of Silence,” quoted 
several victims by name who inde-
pendently reported that Maciel would 
bring them into his bedroom at night, 
and under the pretense of abdominal 
pain, induce them to masterbate him.

“When The Courant ran the long 

investigative piece Renner and I did 
on Maciel, we thought Pope John 
Paul II would see the light and pun-
ish Maciel,” Berry told the AP in an 
email. He noted that other main-
stream media only began reporting 
on clergy sexual abuse after the Bos-
ton Globe's “Spotlight” revelations 
in 2002. "By then, John Paul’s blind 
faith in Maciel was a cover-up by any 
other term, and lasted till his death.”

A year after the original Courant 
story, in 1998, the victims filed a for-
mal canonical complaint against Ma-
ciel with the Vatican's Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, where 
the case languished until after John 
Paul died. Maciel was sentenced in 
2006 to a lifetime of “penance and 
prayer,” and he died in 2008, still con-
sidered a saint by the Legion.

Following the Vatican-mandated 
reform process, the Legion apologized 
and tried to make amends, even as it 
has been forced to confront revela-
tions of a new generation of abusers 
within its ranks — some of them Ma-
ciel’s original victims — and the supe-
riors who covered up for the crimes, 
some of whom remain in power.

In 2020, the Legion publicly re-
tracted the “negative institutional 
and personal judgments about the 
character and motivations of the 
people who made legitimate and nec-
essary accusations” in the original 
Courant expose. Naming the original 
victims, it said “Today we recognize 
as prophetic their accusations in fa-
vor of truth and justice.”

But Jose Barba, one of the most 
vocal of the original eight survivors, 
wants the Legion to formally retract 
what he calls the “lies” the order pro-
vided to the Courant to discredit him 
and the other victims. They include 
what he says were a falsified letter 
from a Chilean bishop who had inves-
tigated Maciel in the 1950s, and false 
statements from four Mexicans who 
claimed the victims had tried to enlist 
them in a conspiracy against Maciel.

Barba, who says he represents 
fellow survivors Arturo Jurado and 
Jose Antonio Perez Olvera, drafted a 
proposed letter to the Courant and 
the Vatican newspaper that he want-
ed the Legion to submit to retract the 
claims. But then Legion superior, the 
Rev. Eduardo Robles-Gil, refused 
during a December 2019 mediation 
meeting in Mexico City, Barba said.

In a Jan. 4, 2020 summary of that 
meeting, Barba said the Legion’s ini-
tial calculus of a low five-figure set-
tlement offer for each of the three re-
maining victims was a “humiliation,” 
and he proposed a team of five arbi-
tration experts to determine a more 
“just” reparation.

Robles-Gil signed the summary 
but wrote: “I receive this without ac-
cepting the process that is asked for 
and it remains at our consideration to 
accept it or not.”

The Legion’s new superior, the 
Rev. John Connor, tried unsuccess-
fully to engage with Barba after his 
February 2020 election, sending two 
letters that went unanswered until 
Barba emailed him on Jan. 5, 2021, 
seeking to restart negotiations.

Connor assured him he wanted to 
“find ways to contribute to heal and 

close the painful events of the history 
of our congregation.” But in an email, 
Connor said Barba’s proposal for five 
arbitration experts wouldn’t help “in 
finding a shared resolution.”

Barba never replied. “I don’t trust 
them because it’s not in good faith,” 
he told the AP.

In a statement to the AP, Legion 
spokesman the Rev. Aaron Smith 
noted that the order had reached 
settlements with most of the historic 
victims and hoped for a resolution 
with the remaining ones.

“We are sad that meeting still has 
not happened, especially consid-
ering the positive experience of the 
encounters with other victims of Fr. 
Maciel,” Smith said in a statement. 
“We continue to remain hopeful it 
will take place in the near future per-
mitting open dialogue with him.”

Jury ends 1st day, no verdict 
for 3 cops in Floyd killing

Prosecutors in charge of 
Trump criminal probe resign

NEW YORK (AP) — The two prose-
cutors in charge of the Manhattan dis-
trict attorney’s criminal investigation 
into former President Donald Trump 
and his business dealings suddenly 
resigned Wednesday, throwing the fu-
ture of the probe into question just as 
pressure was building on Trump on 
several legal fronts.

A spokesperson for District Attor-
ney Alvin Bragg confirmed the res-
ignations of Carey Dunne and Mark 
Pomerantz, top deputies who had been 
tasked with running the investigation 
on a day-to-day basis. Both started on 
the Trump probe under former Dis-
trict Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr., and 
Bragg asked them to stay when he took 
office in January.

Dunne, the office’s former general 
counsel, argued before the U.S. Su-

preme Court in a successful, multi-
year fight for Trump’s tax records. 
Pomerantz, a former mafia prosecutor, 
was brought out of private practice by 
Vance last year to add his expertise in 
white collar investigations and had 
been involved in questioning witnesses 
before the grand jury.

“We are grateful for their service," 
Bragg spokesperson Danielle Filson 
said. She declined to comment further, 
saying the investigation is ongoing.

The New York Times, citing sourc-
es, reported that the grand jury inves-
tigation had stalled, with no sessions 
in the last month, and that Dunne 
and Pomerantz quit after Bragg raised 
doubts about pursuing a case against 
Trump himself. No former president 
has ever been charged with a crime.

So far, the nearly three-year inves-

tigation has resulted only in tax fraud 
charges against Trump's company, the 
Trump Organization, and its longtime 
finance chief Allen Weisselberg relat-
ing to lucrative fringe benefits such as 
rent, car payments and school tuition.

Messages seeking comment were 
left for Dunne and Pomerantz.

Trump did not immediately respond 
to the news. In a telephone interview, 
his lawyer Robert Fischetti said: “I'm 
a very happy man. In my opinion, this 
investigation is over."

Fischetti said Bragg has not spoken 
to him about the status of the inves-
tigation or potential charges against 
Trump but, given Wednesday's devel-
opments, the lawyer said it appeared 
that the D.A. had reviewed the case 
and signaled to his deputies he was not 
inclined to pursue an indictment.

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — A jury 
wrapped up its first day of delibera-
tions Wednesday without a verdict in 
the federal trial of three fired Minne-
apolis police officers charged with vio-
lating George Floyd’s civil rights when 
he was pinned to the ground for 9 1/2 
minutes as fellow Officer Derek Chau-
vin pressed his knee into his neck.

J. Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane 
and Tou Thao are charged with depriv-
ing Floyd of his right to medical care. 
Kueng and Thao are also charged with 
failing to intervene to stop Chauvin 
during the May 25, 2020, killing that 
was captured on bystander video that 
triggered protests worldwide and a re-
examination of racism and policing.

Jurors deliberated all day Wednes-
day without reaching a verdict and 
were expected to resume their efforts 
on Thursday.

Prosecutors told jurors during 
closing arguments that the three offi-
cers “chose to do nothing” as Chauvin 
squeezed the life out of the 46-year-old 
Black man. Defense attorneys coun-
tered that the officers were too inexpe-
rienced, weren’t trained properly and 
did not willfully violate Floyd’s rights.

All 12 members of the jury — eight 
women and four men — appear to be 
white, although the court has not re-
leased demographics such as race or 
age. A woman who appeared to be of 
Asian descent was excused Tuesday 
from the panel without explanation; 
a man who appears to be of Asian de-
scent remains as an alternate if one of 
the current 12 cannot continue.

Lane is white, Kueng is Black and 
Thao is Hmong American.

The jury is a sharp contrast to the 
panel that deliberated the state mur-

der case against Chauvin. That jury 
was half white and half nonwhite, 
according to demographic infor-
mation provided by the Hennepin 
County court.

The federal jury pool was selected 
from throughout the state, which in-
cludes areas much more conservative 
and less diverse than the Minneapolis 
area from which the jury for Chau-
vin’s trial was drawn. Chauvin was 
convicted of murder and manslaugh-
ter, and later pleaded guilty to a feder-
al civil rights charge.

In this case, four jurors are from 
Hennepin and Ramsey counties, 
where Minneapolis and St. Paul are 
located, and three are from mostly 
suburban counties. Five are from 
counties in southern Minnesota, in-
cluding a woman from Jackson Coun-
ty, along the Iowa border.

A swing sits empty on a playground outside in Providence, R.I., 
March 7, 2020. Columbia University’s Center on Poverty and Social 
Policy estimates that the number of children in poverty grew by 
3.7 million from December 2021 to January 2022, a 41% increase, 
after one month without the expanded child tax credit payments.

PHOTO DAVID GOLDMAN/AP

Study: Child poverty rising 
after tax credit expires

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of children in America liv-
ing in poverty jumped dramatically 
after just one month without the ex-
panded child tax credit payments, 
according to a new study. Advocates 
fear the lapse in payments could un-
ravel what they say were landmark 
achievements in poverty reduction.

Columbia University’s Center on 
Poverty and Social Policy estimates 
3.7 million more children were liv-
ing in poverty by January — a 41% 
increase from December, when fam-
ilies received their last check. The 
federal aid started last July but end-
ed after President Joe Biden's Build 
Back Better bill stalled in the sharp-
ly divided Congress. Payments of 
up to $300 per child were delivered 

directly to bank accounts on the 
15th of each month, and last week 
marked the second missed deposit 
of the year.

The Columbia study, which 
combines annual U.S. Census data 
with information from the Census 
Bureau's monthly Current Popu-
lation Survey bulletins, found that 
the monthly child poverty rate in-
creased from 12.1% in December to 
17% in January. That's the highest 
level since December 2020, when 
the U.S. was grappling with high 
unemployment and a resurgence of 
COVID-19. Black and Latino chil-
dren experienced the highest per-
centage point increases in poverty 
— 5.9% and 7.1% respectively.cred-
it's benefits.

LEGION, cont. from p. 1
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R
ecently, The Daily Campus re-
ported on an incident that oc-
curred in early February, where 
turbahs — small pieces of mold-
ed clay many Shia Muslims use 
during prayer — that had been 

donated for students to use at the Islamic Center 
of the University of Connecticut and the well-
ness and meditation space in Homer Babbidge 
Library had been vandalized and thrown out.

This is not the first anti-Shia incident to occur 
at UConn; according to members of the Ahlul 
Bayt Student Association, an organization for 
Shia Muslims at UConn, anti-Shia rhetoric has 
occurred for years. ABSA claims that ICUC has 
not been a welcoming environment for Shia 
Muslim students, with ICUC keeping anti-Shia 
books inside the mosque, and requiring approv-
al for the placement of worshipping items such 
as turbahs in the space of worship.

In response to the incident, the Muslim Stu-
dent Association released a statement con-
demning the vandalism, claiming that the ICUC 
executive board had no connection to the at-
tackers. The MSA claimed the e-Board lacked 
any knowledge that turbahs would be placed in 
the mosque and reiterated that the placement 
of any religious items in the mosque requires 
ICUC approval. While MSA claims ICUC apol-
ogized to ABSA for the incident and offered to 
pay for turbahs and discuss concerns, ABSA 
claims they could not schedule a meeting and 
that an apology from ICUC was neither direct 
nor official.

Shia Mulim students at UConn must be sup-
ported better. Anti-Shia incidents and rhetoric 
should be properly condemned, ABSA should 
receive new turbahs and ICUC should cooper-
ate in identifying and holding accountable the 
vandal(s) and ensuring the turbahs are replaced. 
However, even after all this occurs, more work 
is necessary to create an inclusive campus that 
is materially supportive of every faith and its 
worship.

As suggested by ABSA in the article, given the 
anti-Shia Muslim hate and the divide between 
Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims, more events 
and educational opportunities should be made 
available to students to eliminate misconcep-
tions regarding the Shia sect.

Furthermore, this incident occurred on Feb. 
8 and the UConn administration has yet to pub-
licly condemn and oppose this hate. The UConn 
administration should address this incident, 
make it clear that such hate is unwelcome at the 
university and spare no resources investigating 
those responsible. This is yet another instance 
where students of a certain religion — in this 
case a certain sect of a religion — were targeted, 
making it clear that UConn still must work to 
become an inclusive, safe campus for everyone.   

Editorial

UConn 
should 
oppose 
anti-Shia 
hate

Combating sexual violence at UConn

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.
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Is Biden pulling an Obama in Ukraine?
CommentaryCarson’s

First, an update on the Canadian 
truckers: Justin Trudeau’s government 
has unleashed police on the peaceful 
but disruptive crowds. And though I 
was joking about its possibility, a sim-
ilar American “People’s Convoy” is in-
deed headed to Washington, D.C. this 
week.

In Washington, said convoy may 
encounter President Joe Biden, whose 
hands are already quite full with the 
ongoing standoff in Ukraine. This 
conflict is deeply rooted in ugly East-
ern Bloc politics, and its implications 
have already been discussed thorough-
ly within our Opinion section. Each 
passing day seems to bring the United 
States closer to full-scale intervention, 
and only time will answer my two most 
pressing questions regarding the issue.

First, allow me to back up. Three de-
cades ago, the Soviet Union’s collapse 
left Ukraine to fend for itself in the ze-
ro-sum game of a refined Eastern Eu-
rope. The region’s newly elected lead-
ers were not communists, but instead 
embraced varying degrees of demo-
cratic reform; each of their approach-
es massively influenced the statuses of 
Eastern European countries today. As 

a cursory glance at any political map 
will show you, countries like Estonia, 
Poland and Romania were liberalized 
enough to join the European Union 
and North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion.

While such liberalization generally 
countered Moscow’s influence in the 
1990s and 2000s, President Vladimir 
Putin’s Russia has proven to be a com-
pletely different animal in Ukraine. 
The former Soviet satellite may have 
gained independence in 1991, but 
many ethnic Russians still live in east-
ern Ukraine — a fact Putin often cites 
when undermining its independence. 
Growing fearful of Russian influence, 
the majority of Ukrainians (especial-
ly in western Ukraine) began to favor 
joining the EU, and even NATO by the 
late 2000s but their government’s poor 
human rights record left them side-
lined from such institutions.

The fear of losing his favorite Sovi-
et child served as Putin’s justification 
for launching a not-so-secret invasion 
of Ukraine in early 2014, a time when 
pro-Putin President, Viktor Yanu-
kovych, was already facing an internal 
revolution from pro-democracy pro-
testers. This division within Ukrainian 
society allowed Russian forces to 
sweep through and annex the Crimean 
Peninsula on March 18, severely limit-

ing Ukraine’s access to vital Black Sea 
trade routes. Additionally, Russia oc-
cupied the far-east Ukrainian region of 
Danbas, but neither of Putin’s claims to 
these territories — which he now calls 
“independent” and Donald Trump 
calls “genius” — is recognized by the 
international community.

This history brings me to my first 
question: Is the 2021-22 conflict getting 
the attention it deserves? Weeks ago, 
my answer would have been “yes, with 
some doubts,” but now I’m really un-
sure. Both conventional wisdom and 
the lingering memories of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan suggest it is unwise to send 
Americans to die protecting a mild-
ly-authoritarian ally, yet Biden and our 
foreign policy establishment are cer-
tainly flirting with doing so.

When Putin mobilized 100,000 
troops near the Ukrainian border in 
late January, Biden responded by de-
ploying 3,000 American troops to 
NATO allies in Eastern Europe in early 
February. Some wanted the president 
to get peacekeeping forces involved, 
but thankfully Biden has resisted the 
urge to request these often-useless sol-
diers.

I’m sure most of you reading this have 
seen the email released by UConn Interim 
President Radenka Maric regarding UCo-
nn’s plans to implement a task force to 
help with the process of reviewing cases 
of sexual discrimination on campus. Ap-
propriately named the President’s Task 
Force on Combating Sexual Violence and 
Supporting Our Students, the task force’s 
main jobs will be to provide support on 
victims’ behalf during the investigation 
process and aid in outlining better sexu-
al discrimination/violence education for 
students and faculty. This will include 
cases of sexual assault or violence like that 
of Alexandra Docken, whose solo protest 
on Feb. 3 sparked larger demonstrations 
on campus in the following weeks.

I first want to say that I believe this is a 
step in the right direction. It serves both 
as a means of improving the process of 
reviewing these cases and as a sign that 
UConn can listen to demands for change. 
Considering UConn’s tendency to release 
statements and emails to students with-
out actually changing anything, the de-
cision to implement this task force gives 
some hope that, with effort from the stu-
dent body, real solutions can be enforced.

While this change does show some pos-
itive impact on the part of administration, 
there are still other factors to consider re-
garding the implementation of this task 

force. One of the most important things to 
think about is changing what failed in the 
past. According to Docken and numer-
ous other cases in the past, the main way 
UConn has failed victims is in its inability 
to thoroughly follow through with inves-
tigations. UConn’s yearly statute report, 
which includes data on reports and in-
vestigations for sexual assault on campus, 
supports this claim.

The report clearly indicates that in 22 
filed reports, the accused individual at-
tended UConn. Despite this, only three 
of these cases were investigated — a 
shockingly low number compared to the 
number of applicable reports. Even in in-
vestigated cases, UConn has a history of 
mishandling matters, which led to an ex-
pensive lawsuit less than a decade ago and 
reformed Title IX implementation. Some 
examples of these cases include neglect-
ing to offer mental health resources to a 
victim of sexual assault and allowing an 
expelled, proven assaulter to appeal back 
onto campus without alerting the victim.

The truth is that even if your case man-
ages to get investigated and decided upon 
in your favor at UConn, so much can still 
go wrong. This is a major reason why so 
many victims don’t report at all. Having 
a system in place that barely works re-
flects poorly on the university and allows 
people who are already suffering to do so 
alone, which in turn deters other victims 
from coming forward.

Time and time again, even when UCo-
nn conducts one of its rare investigations, 

it often fails to meaningfully help the vic-
tim, as shown by the number of people 
who have recently stepped forward to 
complain about the way UConn handles 
Title IX. A task force of new individuals 
who want to help make the system easier 
to understand and navigate is a great idea 
on paper, but to really estimate its effec-
tiveness, we need to look at how Title IX 
has been implemented in other universi-
ties. 

Harvard University appointed a sexu-
al assault task force in 2014 to assist with 
the process of Title IX investigations and 
education, much like UConn. After a 
year of operation, the Harvard task force 
wrote a letter to explain to then-Harvard 
President Drew Gilpin Faust that while 
the task force had seen some success, its 
efforts indicated that more had to be done 
by the university to curb sexual assault. 
The task force concluded that more mon-
ey needed to go into resources for educa-
tion and late-night transportation, and 
that the culture surrounding sex on cam-
pus needed an overall change.

The Harvard task force team is a great 
example of good intentions being followed 
by improper execution. It demonstrates 
that a program that combats sexual as-
sault is only as effective as the adminis-
tration allows it to be. We must recognize 
this at UConn.

by Carson Swick
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
carson.swick@uconn.edu

by Ryan Westervelt 
CONTRIBUTOR
ryan.westervelt@uconn.edu
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Feb. 21 to Feb. 27 marks an import-
ant week in our national dialogue: 
National Eating Disorders Aware-
ness Week. This annual e� ort at-
tempts to enlighten the public about 
the di�  culties of eating disorders, 
providing an important platform for 
people who have struggled and are 
currently struggling with them. 

Leading the charge around cam-
pus when it comes to NEDA week 
is the Student Health and Wellness 
organization, Students Helping to 
Achieve Positive Esteem. SHAPE 
works to promote body acceptance, 
positive body image and self-esteem. 
The organization is spear-
heading a number of initia-
tives and e� orts to provide 
visibility to NEDA week at the 
University of Connecticut.

The Daily Campus was 
lucky enough to conduct 
an email interview with 
two SHAPE sta�  members: 
SHAPE intern Lizi Shaul and 
member Ben Medvedev.  

“NEDA Week closely aligns 
with SHAPE’s goals on cam-
pus which are to spread 
awareness about body image 
and eating disorders,” Shaul 
said. “NEDA Week is a time 
where students can learn 
about these topics and hopefully 
help create change in a world that 
holds a lot of stigma around body 
image.” 

“There are many resources on 
campus for those su� ering from an 
eating disorder or know of someone 
and our goal is to make those re-
sources known for students,” Med-
vedev said. 

SHAPE has led a number of 
NEDA events already and has a 
few more planned leading into this 
weekend. 

“SHAPE is leading a Kahoot event 
with body image trivia, doing a “give 
one, get one” event to spread positiv-
ity, and having a virtual art show,” 

said Shaul. “All of these events are 
meant to spark conversation on 
campus about eating disorders and 
body image in hopes to raise aware-
ness.” 

“There is one more virtual event 
for the week and that is the art show. 
For those who would like to partic-
ipate, submissions will be accepted 
until February 24th and then voting 
will be from February 25th to Feb-
ruary 27th.” said Medvedev. “Other 
than that, throughout the week stu-
dents can promote NEDA messages 
and be mindful of what they say.” 

The motto of this year’s NEDA 
week is “See the Change. Be the 
Change.” 

“To ‘see the change’ is a way of 
looking forward to all of the growth 

within ourselves and the 
communities that we are 
a part of, specifi cally sur-
rounding eating disorders,” 
Shaul explained. “To ‘be 
the change’ is to help cre-
ate change, help cultivate 
a healthier environment. 
Whether that is through be-
ing involved in organizations 
on campus, getting involved 
in NEDA week events, or 
simply spreading awareness 
or positivity.” 

Ultimately, though NEDA 
week is important for rais-
ing eating disorder aware-
ness nationally, this is a 

year-round proposition for SHAPE 
“We have several more events 

coming up in the future including 
our upcoming plate smash that is 
happening on March 22nd from 
noon to 3 PM on Fairfi eld Way,” 
said Medvedev. “Students will be 
given plates to write negative com-
ments on and they will be given the 
chance to smash it as a way to relieve 
any negative thoughts. We are very 
excited about it and would love for 
students to participate! In addition, 
SHAPE is always taking applica-
tions to become a member!” 

For more information on NEDA 
week and SHAPE, visit their web-
site at https://studenthealth.uconn.
edu/shape/.  

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER 
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

“NEDA Week is 
a time where 

students can learn 
about these topics 
and hopefully help 
create change in a 
world that holds a 

lot of stigma around 
body image.”

LIZI SHAUL
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Winter Olympics 2022

scandals 
and 

surprises

Athleticism may be the obvious focus of the Olympic Games, but with 
heightened hormones, unfathomable pressure and cameras creeping around 
every corner, drama is sure to arise, and gossip will closely follow. I didn’t 
watch more than fi ve minutes of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic sport-
ing events, but I was defi nitely glued to the behind-the-scenes scoop. 
Here are the most-discussed scandals and surprises I came across: 

If you thought Russia would learn its lesson to stop dop-
ing its athletes post-Olympic ban, you thought wrong. Under 
the Russian Olympic Committee, they continued to risk it 
all. Kamila Valieva, a 15-year-old Russian fi gure skater, 
was praised for being the fi rst woman to land a quad — a 
jump that requires four rotations mid-air — in the Olym-
pics. Just days later, the story broke that she failed a drug 
test prior to the Games. As a minor, the news of 
her positive test for trimetazidine — banned heart 
medication dubbed sports enhancement drug — was 
protect- ed for an extended time, but not long 

enough to go unnoticed during the 
Games. 

Controversy ensued around the morality of 
letting Valieva compete. Ultimately, as a minor un-

der 16 years of age, she was allowed to continue as 
a “protected person” deemed by WADA’s doping 

code. Thus, Valieva skated after the media outbreak, and un-
derstandably, the crushing pressure resulted in a less-than-optimal 
performance fol- lowed by a meltdown. Sadly, Valieva is a victim of 
the adults respon- sible for this situation.

watch more than fi ve minutes of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic sport-
ing events, but I was defi nitely glued to the behind-the-scenes scoop. 
Here are the most-discussed scandals and surprises I came across: 

If you thought Russia would learn its lesson to stop dop-
ing its athletes post-Olympic ban, you thought wrong. Under 
the Russian Olympic Committee, they continued to risk it 
all. Kamila Valieva, a 15-year-old Russian fi gure skater, 
was praised for being the fi rst woman to land a quad — a 
jump that requires four rotations mid-air — in the Olym-
pics. Just days later, the story broke that she failed a drug 

to the Games. As a minor, the news of 
test for trimetazidine — banned heart 

dubbed sports enhancement drug — was 
ed for an extended time, but not long 
enough to go unnoticed during the 

Controversy ensued around the morality of 
letting Valieva compete. Ultimately, as a minor un-

der 16 years of age, she was allowed to continue as 
a “protected person” deemed by WADA’s doping 
Valieva skated after the media outbreak, and un-
crushing pressure resulted in a less-than-optimal 
lowed by a meltdown. Sadly, Valieva is a victim of 
sible for this situation.

Russian skater dopes 

jump that requires four rotations mid-air — in the Olym-
pics. Just days later, the story broke that she failed a drug 
test prior to the Games. As a minor, the news of 
her positive test for trimetazidine — banned heart 
medication dubbed sports enhancement drug — was 
protect- ed for an extended time, but not long 

enough to go unnoticed during the 
Games. 

Controversy ensued around the morality of 
letting Valieva compete. Ultimately, as a minor un-

der 16 years of age, she was allowed to continue as 
a “protected person” deemed by WADA’s doping 

code. Thus, Valieva skated after the media outbreak, and un-
derstandably, the crushing pressure resulted in a less-than-optimal 
performance fol- lowed by a meltdown. Sadly, Valieva is a victim of 
the adults respon- sible for this situation.

Mikaela Shiffrin disappoints 

Mikaela Shi� rin’s performance resulted in a little less scandal and a lot more 
pity. Shi� rin, an American Alpine ski racer and two-time Olympic gold medal-
ist, was a no-brainer favorite going into the Games. She surprised us all when 
she fell on her fi rst individual run — and in Olympic skiing, when you fall, you’re 
out. After trying to shake it o� , she fell again and again — landing Shi� rin three 
DNFs, for “did not fi nish,” out of her fi ve individual events. In the end, Shi� rin 
walked away from the 2022 Games with no medals. Many fans felt compassion 
for a clearly shaken and upset Shi� rin, while others grew sick of the pity party. 

“I don’t give a you-know-what about Mikaela Shif-
frin!” Matty in the Morning star Lisa Donovan ex-
claimed. 

Shi� rin's poor performance prompted a com-
parison to U.S. Olympic gymnast Simone Biles, 

another Olympian who was expected to bring 
home the gold in 2020, but walked away due to 
her mental health. Shi� rin, however, managed to 

push through and compete in every event. With 
athletes in essentially the best state of physical 

health a person can be, the Games have re-
vealed the full value of mental health, and 

how in the face of challenges, it can truly 
make or break you. 
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“We have several more events 
coming up in the future including 
our upcoming plate smash that is 
happening on March 22nd from 
noon to 3 PM on Fairfi eld Way,” 
said Medvedev. “Students will be 
given plates to write negative com-
ments on and they will be given the 
chance to smash it as a way to relieve 
any negative thoughts. We are very 
excited about it and would love for 
students to participate! In addition, 
SHAPE is always taking applica-

For more information on NEDA 
week and SHAPE, visit their web-
site at https://studenthealth.uconn.
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Condoms: From countless to zilch 
With over 10,000 fi t, attractive athletes confi ned to the Olympic Village for two or 

more weeks, it’s no surprise to learn the hotel rooms and rooftops are teeming with sex. 
“It turns into a frat party with a very nice gene pool,” women’s soccer player Julie 

Foudy confi rmed. 
Olympic coordinators had long ago fi gured that if it’s going to happen, it might as well 

happen safely. Ever since the 1980s, condoms have been handed out in the Village in 
bulk — 450,000 condom freebies in Rio, to be exact. 
That’s almost 40 con- doms per athlete, ranking in 
a bill close to $100,000. 

But with strict COVID-19 policies, a grand 
total of zero condoms were handed out this year. 
Did that stop the Vil- lage? We might not ever 
get confi rmation, but I think the answer is obvious. 

While the 2022 Win- ter Olympics brought some 
harmless, fun entertain- ment, when stripped down, 
many scandals reveal serious issues ingrained in Olympic culture. The Games sparked 
important conversations about the holistic health of athletes and the consequences of 
throwing mental health to the curb. The traditional mindset of doing whatever it takes 
is becoming outdated as athletes value their well-being over a medal. This begs the 
question: How much would you sacrifi ce for the gold? 

by Amy O’Rourke 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 

amy.co@uconn.edu 
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This week marks the fi nal full week of February, and therefore the fi nal full week of Black History Month. To celebrate, This Week in History is recounting the origin story of 
Black History Month, as well as discussing several important Black fi gures in American history who made their mark over the course of this week many years ago. So let’s dive in! 

The story of Black History Month begins in Chicago in 1915 at a national celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. African Americans from across the 
country gathered in the Windy City, and among them was Carter G. Woodson. Woodson, a graduate of Harvard University, was well connected in prominent Black academic circles 
in major Northern cities. After attending the exposition geared to highlight Black progress in the past 50 years, he used his position to encourage Black history studies in American 
universities.  

To popularize this fi eld of study, Woodson created “Negro History Week” in February 1926. The week of Feb. 12 and 14 was chosen in honor of Frederick Douglass’ and Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthdays, two historical fi gures that Woodson felt made monumental contributions to the advancement of the African American community.  

The 1920s was the decade of the “New Negro,” as coined by Black intellectuals of the time, when African American life shifted from southern-based agricultural work to north-
ern-based factory work in major cities. Black enclaves like Harlem, New York brought about a greater self-awareness of a shared Black culture and story. Schools in such areas 
devoured Woodson’s new holiday. 

Though Woodson died in 1950, the 1960s saw the Civil Rights Movement, where African American university students reached new heights championing Black history educa-
tion. When a week proved too small, “Negro History Week” was extended to become Black History Month. February 1976 was the fi rst o�  cial Black History Month and has been 
endorsed by every U.S. president since. 
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This Week In History: Feb. 21-27

Feb. 23, 1868

W. E. B. DuBois was born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts. 

Arguably one of the greatest American writers of his generation, DuBois 
was a brilliant scholar who, like Woodson, attended some of the most pres-
tigious universities in the world. After earning his doctorate from Harvard, 
DuBois could not fi nd work at any major university because of his race. Thus, 
DuBois accepted a teaching position at Wilberforce College, an all-Black uni-
versity in Ohio.  

During his time as an educator, DuBois conducted several studies into 
Black communities and the anti-Black discrimination occurring in them. He 
critiqued Booker T. Washington’s Tuskegee Institute, advocating for greater 
institutional change within the American political system to improve the lives 
of African Americans everywhere. In 1909, DuBois, among others, founded 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), a 
vessel for civil rights legislation that remains active to this day. 

Feb. 25, 1870

The fi rst African American congressman was sworn into the U.S. 
Senate. 

While most Americans consider the Civil Rights Movement to be a period 
of “fi rsts” for the African American community, it should be noted that fol-
lowing emancipation (and even prior), Black Americans made tremendous 
strides in particular areas, specifi cally in the years of Reconstruction. 

After the close of the Civil War, Lincoln and the Republican Party had plans 
to reorganize southern society to help African Americans receive equal rights 
and protections owed to them under the Constitution. Lincoln’s assassina-
tion severely disrupted this process, and a series of ineff ective presidents 
could do nothing to fi ll his shoes. 

That being said, the plans that were carried out helped make Hiram 
Rhodes Revels from Mississippi, the fi rst African American to serve in Con-
gress. In truth, many Southern states in the years following the Civil War had 
Black majority populations, so it is surprising that more Black congressmen 
did not serve during this era. Nonetheless, Revels, the Mississippi senator 
took the same seat held by Jeff erson Davis, the president of the Confederacy 
fi ve years after the end of the Civil War. 

Once Reconstruction ended, however, Jim Crow laws took hold in the 
South, with one of the main hindrances towards African Americans being 
voter suppression. White legislators blocked Black voters from entering the 
polls, and therefore prevented more Black politicians from being sent to 
Washington. 

Feb. 25, 1964

Muhammad Ali won his fi rst world heavyweight boxing champion-
ship title. 

Born Cassius Clay in Louisville, Kentucky, Ali was a force to be reckoned 
with from an early age. Having won more than 100 amateur competitions be-
fore the age of 18, Ali was thrown into the spotlight after winning gold at the 
1960 Summer Olympics in Rome. Upon arrival back in the States, he entered 
professional boxing and challenged the current heavyweight champion, Son-
ny Liston. 

8,300 spectators came to Miami Beach to see the “Louisville Lip” take on 
the reigning champ, where Ali promised to “fl oat like a butterfl y, sting like a 
bee.” After seven rounds, Liston was down and Ali was the champion of the 
world. 

To celebrate such an accomplishment, Ali threw a party in Miami, attended 
by the leader of the Nation of Islam, Malcolm X. Moved by their conversation, 
Ali changed his name from Clay, the same last name of the slave owner who 
owned his ancestors, to Ali and converted to Islam.  

Feb. 21, 1965

Malcolm X was assassinated in New York City at the age of 39.

Speaking of Malcolm X, less than a year after his encounter with the 
world heavyweight champion, he was shot and killed at the Audubon 
Ballroom while giving a speech to the Black community of Washington 
Heights. 

Malcolm X represented a diff erent side of the 1960s Civil Rights Move-
ment. Contrary to the peaceful principles of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Malcolm X argued for social justice through self-defense and “any means 
necessary.” He was tired of seeing fellow African Americans harmed at the 
hands of Jim Crow laws or violent white supremacist groups like the Ku 
Klux Klan, and urged Blacks to fi ght back and make an explosive state-
ment to the politicians in Washington. 

 A fi ery orator, he promoted pride for one’s Black culture and heritage 
as descendants of African civilization. He renounced his last name from 
birth as it was the name of his ancestors’ owners and renounced European 
Christianity to follow African Islam. Though his life was cut short, Malcolm 
X’s ideas would go on to infl uence future civil rights activists, including the 
Black Power movement of the late 1960s and 70s. 

Happy Black History Month, and see you all next week at our usual time on Tuesday! 

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Gino Giansanti Jr. 
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 

gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF FLICKR
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The Barista Diaries: 
Trying the Dunkin’ spring menu 

Lastly, I sampled the chocolate croissant. Since 
I have a great appreciation for local cafés, I tend to 
avoid ordering food items at chain co� ee shops. My 
position on this still stands after trying Dunkin’s 
chocolate croissant, which was expectedly average. 
If you are craving the comfort of a warm chocolate 
c r o i s - sant in the morning, try research-
i n g local cafés and bakeries to 

support. I can guarantee 
that it will taste fresher, 

and you will enjoy the 
ambiance of a new 
spot.  

Calling all Dunkin’ lovers! Dunkin’ released its spring 2022 menu yesterday, and it was too intriguing not to head over and try some of the new items. 

Fans curious about the shamrock 
iced macchiato, which is made with 
green-colored Irish cream syrup and 
mixed with your choice of milk. The 
green milk is topped with ice and shots of 

espresso in the spirit of Saint 
Patrick's Day, similar to the 
pink velvet macchiato that was 

o� ered last year for Valentine’s 
Day. 

This drink makes for a fes-
tive photo-op, but you have to 

mix your macchiato to avoid 
drinking only syrup and milk 
since the shots of espresso are 

poured on top. The Irish cream 
fl avor was strong in this solid iced 

latte. I did not try this 
beverage hot, but 

I have a feeling 
that the creamy 
fl avor would pair 
better in a hot 
drink. I would 
recommend or-

dering this on 
St. Patrick’s 
Day, but I 
w o u l d n ’ t 
pick this 

one again. 

The second drink I tried is the salted 
caramel cream cold brew. Starbucks of-
fers this drink on its menu, and it's been 
a popular item since its 2018 release. It 
also happens to be one of my go-to orders. 
Dunkin’ is typically more a� ordable and 
has larger beverage sizes than Starbucks, 
which is a point when comparing both 
chains’ take on the drink. 

Because the two companies have 
very di� erent cold brew fl avors, 

the fl avor is a matter of personal 
preference. In my opinion as a 
die-hard cold brew lover, Star-

bucks defi nitely has some 
competition with this one! 

The salted cream cold 
foam was smooth 

and well-paired 
with the 

s a l t e d 
c a r a -
m e l 
sy r up 
at the 

b o t -
tom of the black 
cold brew. The drink was not too 

sweet, so I recommend adding 
cream, milk or sugar if you want an 

extra kick of sweetness.

The item I did 
not try was the sig-

nature salted car-
amel latte. This is 

made using the same 
salted caramel syrup 
of the cold brew bev-

erage, but as a latte 
with whipped cream 
and caramel drizzle. 
In honor of spring ap-

proaching, Dunkin’ is 
pricing this drink at $3 
for a medium if you have 
the Dunkin’ Rewards 
app. 
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by Grace Seymour 
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grace.seymour@uconn.edu 
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Thirsty Thursdays: 
More margaritas for National Margarita Day

The illustrious 2/22/2022 Tuesday was also noteworthy for being National Margarita 
Day — hopefully you celebrated with a special Thirsty Tuesday! If not, today is the day. 
Margaritas are a classic cocktail favorite known for their simple recipe, powerful fl avor 
and customizability. It’s one of my favorite drinks, and I’m sure there’s a variation you’ll 
come to love too if you don’t already. Make one (or more) of these margaritas, grab some 

salt and lime and you’re all set to celebrate. 

Let’s start with the classic (adapted from Gimme Some Oven) 

Ingredients for a single drink: 
One and a half ounces of silver tequila 

One ounce of orange liquer 
Cointreau, Grand Marnier or Triple Sec 

Three-fourths ounce of freshly-squeezed lime juice 
Optional: agave nectar or simple syrup; ice 

Coarse salt for rimming the glass 
Lime wedge for serving 

For a pitcher (16 servings) of margaritas: 
Three cups of silver tequila 
Two cups of orange liquer 

Cointreau, Grand Marnier or Triple Sec 
One and half cups of freshly-squeezed lime juice 

Optional: agave nectar or simple syrup; ice 
Coarse salt for rimming the glass 

Lime wedges for serving 

Ingredients: 
Two ounces of resposado tequila 

One ounce of cucumber juice 
Half an ounce of lime juice 

Ginger beer 

Instructions: 
Add all the ingredients to a glass over ice. 

Stir and garnish with a cucumber. 

For more of the story 
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

by the DC Life Section

Cool as a mule margarita
 (adapted from National Margarita Day) 

Instructions: 

Salt the rim (optional). Run a lime 
wedge around the top rim of your 
serving glass. Fill a shallow bowl or 
plate with salt, then dip the rim until 
it is covered with your desired amount 
of salt. Set aside. 

Make the margarita mix. Add tequila, 
orange liqueur, lime juice and a few ice 
cubes to a cocktail shaker. Cover and 
shake vigorously for about 10 seconds. 
Give the mix a taste and stir in a tea-
spoon or two of sweetener if desired. 

Serve. Fill the prepared serving glass 
with ice. Strain in the margarita mix, 
garnish with a lime slice, serve and en-
joy. Cheers! 
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Photo of the Day | Storrs snacking

Crossword

The Brooklyn Dumpling Shop celebrates its opening day on Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2022. The Shop opened in the former location of Farmhouse Crepes in Downtown Storrs, and boasts a 
contact-free dining experience. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE DECEMBER 6, 2021

ACROSS
1 Mexican dip
6 Kitten-lifting spot

10 “Notorious” 
Supreme Court 
justice, initially

13 Gold miner’s 
staked-out land

14 Polishes, as text
16 Botch the job, say
17 *Cage for a bunny
19 Actress Zadora
20 Moody music 

genre
21 __ Grey tea
22 Wasn’t feeling well
24 Early bird’s reward
26 *Tool for filling in 

holes in the wall
29 Blackjack card
31 “Superman”’ actor 

Christopher
32 Hooded snake
35 Final Four org.
37 Dutch cheese 

town
40 *Bow users’ 

musical ensemble
43 “The jig __”
44 Double-reed wind
45 Trio in H2O
46 Barnes’ 

bookselling 
partner

48 Italian three
49 *Skin response to 

fear or cold
53 Applies with a 

Q-tip
57 Finance whiz Suze
58 Christmas song
60 Rapper __ Kim
61 Oral health initials
62 “C’mon, get 

serious!” ... and 
an admonition 
evidently ignored 
by the starts of 
the answers to 
starred clues

66 Part of mph
67 Promised to tell 

the truth
68 “There’s no such 

thing as a free 
lunch,” e.g.

69 Hosp. triage areas
70 Still-life subject
71 Printer supply

DOWN
1 Carpenter’s 

fastener
2 Mission to 

remember

3 Materials partner 
on a repair bill

4 Member of the 
fam

5 Gallic girlfriend
6 Indira Gandhi’s 

father
7 Grownup
8 Racetrack stop
9 And so on, briefly

10 Answered, as an 
email

11 Lawyer’s filing
12 Student’s mark
15 Ice cream drink
18 Scotch or 

masking
23 Played the 

market
25 California county 

that contains 
parts of Yosemite 
National Park

27 Copy on 
transparent paper

28 “You betcha!”
30 Recycle bin item
32 CBS forensic 

series
33 NFL tiebreakers
34 Multiple Grammy 

winner featured 
on “Uptown Funk”

35 Prize since 1901
36 __-Magnon

38 Vaccination spot
39 More, in Madrid
41 Game with 

putting
42 Lend an __: 

listen
47 Is flexible
48 You, biblically
49 Flip out
50 Trial judge’s 

demand
51 Between, in 

French

52 Like a  
designated  
driver

54 Poe’s middle 
name

55 Ship’s hull region
56 More cunning
59 Aspiring DA’s 

exam
63 Be obligated to
64 “Don’t delay!”
65 Pre-marital (just 

barely) promise

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Kevin Christian and Andrea Carla Michaels 12/6/21
Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

12/6/21

COMIC BY ANNA IORFINO, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Solution to Saturday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

12/6/21
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Stratton’s Stand: Reviewing the 5 Big East recruits in 
ESPN’s HOOPGURLZ Top 100

The lack of continuity with-
in teams is clearly the best part 
about college basketball. Putting 
aside extended eligibility for play-
ers who played during last year’s 
COVID-19 year, one-fourth of the 
players depart every year and a 
new set of players enter the land-
scape. Annually, ESPN ranks its 
top 100 prospects in women’s bas-
ketball. Today, we’ll be looking at 
the five players on the list who are 
committed to play in the Big East.  

Ayanna Patterson (Ranked 
No. 4; committed to UConn) — In 
general, top five prospects tend 
to have a large impact for Husky 
teams. This year, Azzi Fudd (No. 
1) and Caroline Ducharme (No. 5) 
have made their marks and last 
year, Paige Bueckers had a special, 
POTY campaign. Although it will 
be tough to live up to those stan-
dards, Patterson could be special. 
The McDonald’s All American is 
6’2’’ and grew up in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. She is a wing with great 
athleticism, even throwing down 
a dunk in practice last year. 
Throughout high school, Patter-
son has defaulted to her dominant 
inside game, but her ball handling 
and passing have developed more 
recently. Her rebounding ability 
and hustle will allow her to impact 
the game without hitting shots, 
but as she gets in the gym more 
and improves her jumper, she 
could grow into one of the most 
dominant players in the country. 
For now though, she’s much more 
of a threat inside the arc, but the 
energy will always be there. 

 
Isuneh Brady (Ranked No. 5; 

committed to UConn) — With the 
impending departure of big Ol-
ivia Nelson-Ododa, Isuneh “Ice” 

Brady will be a threat to compete 
for significant minutes at the for-
ward slot. The 6’3’’ McDonald’s 
All American is dangerous inside 
with the ability to block shots, 
something that the Huskies have 
already done well this year. Offen-
sively, Brady can be a real weapon 
when things are going right for 
her. Her inside game is strong, 
with the ability to catch it in the 
low post or to start at the three 
point line and work her way in. 
Her midrange game is strong as 
well and she even has a reason-
ably efficient three-point shot. 
With her size, she’ll be able to 
challenge almost any big defen-
sively and she’ll force the oppo-
nent to guard her outside, spac-
ing the floor considerably, which 
will be a welcome sight for UConn 
fans.  

Kennedy Fauntleroy (Ranked 
No. 75; committed to Georgetown) 
— The Maryland point guard is 
staying home in hopes of reinvig-
orating one of the bottom teams in 
the Big East at Georgetown, who 
just lost to UConn earlier this 
week by 41. Fauntleroy brings all 
you could want in a point guard: 
the ability to create her own looks 
offensively. Along with her cre-
ative abilities, she can also really 
shoot and pass nicely, especially 
with a bit of flair, with range well 
beyond the high school line. It’s 
hard to imagine the guard being 
anything but the focal point of the 
team next year, as the Hoyas look 
to build around the promising 
player.  

Emily La Chapell (Ranked No. 
77; committed to Marquette) — 
Even on a Marquette squad that 
is just a few games behind UConn 
for first place in the Big East, La 
Chapell is skilled enough to put 
herself in a position to make an 

impact right away for the Gold-
en Eagles. With senior Karissa 
McLaughlin leaving after this 
year, La Chapell could get a ton of 
minutes early. La Chapell is a re-
ally capable scorer, with a sweet 
three-point stroke to go along 
with a nice midrange game. In 
high school, she succeeded inside 
against players her size or small-
er, but it will be interesting to see 
how she competes against taller 
players that are much less rare 
in college. As a combo guard, her 
passing skills are serviceable, not 
hindering the team, but she also 
won’t be putting up any crazy as-
sist numbers. The biggest issue 
with her game is her tendency to 
jump without a purpose, putting 
herself in a position where she 
needs to make a split second deci-
sion on who to pass to. This works 
when she is one of the taller and 
more skilled players out there, but 
will lead to turnovers in college.  

Madisen Wardell (Ranked 
No. 95; committed to DePaul) — 
The rich get richer as DePaul’s 
already loaded Aneesah Mor-
row-led frontcourt adds Wardell. 
Although the 6’2’’ forward doesn’t 
have the same size that many of 
the elite bigs do, she brings a lev-
el of versatility that most her size 
don’t have. She has the ability 
to post up traditionally against 
smaller players, but can also uti-
lize her craftiness to finish around 
bigger opponents. Her midrange 
game is good enough and she can 
make the deep ball often enough 
that opponents will need to guard 
her out there, effectively spacing 
the floor. She can also block shots 
at a nice clip, but will have trou-
ble defending bigger players just 
because of the severe mismatch. 
Wardell makes the Blue Demons 
a clear-cut contender for No. 2 in 
the Big East next year.  

by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

UConn in the Pros: Bird, Taurasi run it back

Sue Bird, Seattle Storm 
What’s the word, Bird? She’s 

running it back! UConn great 
Sue Bird has announced that 
she will be returning for her 21st 
season with the Seattle Storm 
of the WNBA. Bird, at the age 
of 41, will be returning in the 
greatest-of-all-time fashion for 
one last hurrah. The four-time 
WNBA champion, who leads 
the league in all-time assists sit-
ting at 3,048, told Scott Van Pelt 
that she was conflicted about 
whether or not she should re-
turn until one moment sealed 
the deal. Bird reflected on what 
it meant to hear the cheers of 
the crowd saying “one more 
year” as she stood next to an-
other UConn great, Diana Taur-
asi, last September, reminiscing 
on the two decades of incredible 
accolades they had been a part 
of together. Although the Storm 

were knocked out of Finals con-
tention by the Phoenix Mercu-
ry in an overtime battle, Bird 
credited her former teammate 
and everything that the sport 
gave her, saying “it has given me 
every experience I could have 
asked for.” The 2002 first over-
all pick will now share the re-
cord of playing 21 years for one 
franchise with Dirk Nowitzki, 
who was the first to achieve this 
with the Dallas Mavericks of the 
NBA. This makes her the only 
other athlete to do so fully in the 
21st century. Being at the end of 
her career, Bird says she just en-
joys being able to get a front row 
seat to the action and is really 
excited about where the league 
is going. Bird mentioned to Van 
Pelt that she enjoys watching 
the younger players take bas-
ketball to new heights. The 
WNBA season is set to tip off 
on May 6, where Bird will begin 
her farewell tour and finally get 
her flowers.  

Diana Taurasi, Phoenix 
Mercury 

After welcoming a baby dur-
ing the WNBA finals this past 
fall, Diana Taurasi is coming 
back for more. Although the 
Phoenix Mercury lost to the 
Chicago Sky three games to one 
in the championship round, the 
former UConn guard plans to 
finish out her contract that runs 
through 2022. Taurasi was lim-
ited to only a handful of games 
last season, as she was deal-
ing with a left ankle injury. At 
times, her efficiency was ques-
tioned, but at the age of 39, to 
be performing at a consistent 
rate is an accomplishment in 
itself. That being said, she was 
still able to average 15.2 points 
per game played and 4.9 assists. 
Taurasi has had a great hand in 
advancing the WNBA in many 
ways and with a supporting cast 
of Skylar Diggins-Smith and 
Brittney Griner, it would not be 
a surprise to see them back in 
the playoffs. The Mercury will 
face the Las Vegas Aces in its 
home opener in the beginning 
of May.  

Andre Drummond, Brook-
lyn Nets 

After the recent trade deadline 
that shook up the Eastern Con-
ference, Drummond is looking 
to find his groove with the Nets. 
Only after a small stint with the 
Nets before the All-Star break 
hit, there were already posi-
tive signs that this was a strong 
trade. Players and fans alike are 
excited about Drummond’s per-
formance and what he brings 
to the table. Kevin Durant ex-
pressed his excitement for the 
new additions, as he mentioned 
how “veterans in the game who 
understand how to play” will 
mix well. The Nets’ perfor-
mance in February is very likely 
one they would prefer to forget, 
as they posted a 2-8 record be-
fore the All-Star break. Since 
they are looking to get back to 
their old ways in the post, the 
presence of Drummond on the 
offensive and defensive boards 
will be a key factor when fac-
ing bigger teams. Drummond 

was 3-for-8 in field goals during 
19 minutes of play and notched 
nine rebounds in a loss to the 
Washington Wizards last week. 
The Nets return to action at the 
Barclays Center on Thursday 
night against the Boston Celtics 
for a 7:30 p.m. tip. 

 
Jeremy Lamb, Sacramento 

Kings 
Jeremy Lamb, who was trad-

ed from the Indiana Pacers (20-
40) to the Sacramento Kings 
(22-38) during the recent trade 
deadline, viewed the trade as a 
fresh start as he sat in front of 
the media during his introduc-
tory press conference. Lamb re-
iterated that “it’s always good to 
go somewhere where you [have] 
guys around you that work hard 
and play together.” Although he 
has only played one game for 
the Kings due to an ankle in-
jury, he expressed how it was 
nice to have familiar faces join 
the team with him. This trade 
has been different from oth-
er trades for Lamb because he 
does not have to acclimate to 

a new team alone. Lamb was 
part of a three player trade to 
Sacramento that included both 
Domantas Sabonis and Justin 
Holiday. “Just having them with 
me while meeting new guys and 
meeting the new coach is very 
encouraging,” Lamb mentioned 
to reporters. As the second half 
of the NBA season gets under-
way, the return of Lamb will be 
an anticipated one as the Kings 
look to gain some sense of iden-
tity even while sitting at No. 13 
in the Western Conference. 

by Katherine Sheridan
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
email@uconn.edu

UConn recruit Ayanna Patterson is averaging 25.4 points and 12 re-
bounds as a senior for Homestead High, the No. 1 ranked high school 
team in Indiana. Patterson, a 6-3 wing, will join the Huskies as a fresh-
man in the 2022-23 school year. PHOTO COURTESY OF CT INSIDER

Cathedral Catholic’s Isuneh Brady (25) dribbles downcourt on Jan. 31, 
2019 against Christian in San Diego, Calif. Brady signed her National 
Letter of Intent to join UConn on Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2019. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF CT INSIDER

Seattle Storm’s Sue Bird dribbles in the first half of a WNBA second 
round playoff basketball game against the Phoenix Mercury in Ever-
ett, Wash. Sue Bird officially re-signed Friday, Feb. 18, 2022, with the 
Seattle Storm, her only WNBA team, in what is expected to be her final 
season. PHOTO COURTESY OF AP

Diana Taurasi, the Phoenix Mercury guard, had a career playoff high 
with eight 3-pointers in a Game 2 win over the Las Vegas in the WNBA. 
semifinals. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

“It’s always good 
to go somewhere 
where you [have] 
guys around you 
that work hard 
and play well 
together.”
JEREMY LAMB
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Photo of the Day | Say “Huskies!”

Two young fans of the UConn women’s basketball team pose for a picture with one of the UConn cheerleaders at the team’s game vs Marquette in the XL Center on Wednesday, Feb. 
23. The Huskies defeated Marquette 69 - 38. PHOTO BY RYAN MURACE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Coleumn: Who should be the next member of the 
Huskies of Honor?

This past Saturday, UConn 
inducted Harrison “Honey” 
Fitch, the first African Ameri-
can player on the men’s basket-
ball team, into the Huskies of 
Honor. The Huskies of Honor is 
a prestigious program recogniz-
ing the most significant athletes 
in UConn’s illustrious history. 

It’s always amazing to see 
someone inducted into the Hus-
kies of Honor, but who should 
be the next inductee? There are 
several names to choose from, 
but here are my top suggestions. 

Ben Gordon (2001-2004) 
If Emeka Okafor was 

Shaquille O’Neal, then Gordon 
was Kobe Bryant. While Okafor 
was averaging a double-double 
per game, Gordon was hitting 
the three-ball, shooting over 
40% from beyond the arc. His 
junior season involved many 
accolades: NCAA All-Tourney 
Team, All-Region Team, All 
Big East First Team, Big East 
Tournament Team and Tourna-
ment MVP. Even without win-
ning Big East Player of the Year 
(which went to Okafor), Gordon 
flashed enough potential to be 
selected third in the NBA draft 
by the Chicago Bulls. 

This induction is bound to 
happen, but Gordon has to get 
back on campus first. 

AJ Price (2006-2009) 
Despite a Final Four appear-

ance, the 2009 Huskies are one 
of the most underrated teams 
in UConn history. Price was 
their backbone, becoming the 
star guard after Rudy Gay went 
pro. What started with a 9.4 
PPG freshman season turned 
into back-to-back 14 PPG and 
4+ APG campaigns leading to 2 
All-Big East Honors and a 2009 
All-Big East Tournament Team 
selection. Like Gordon, Price 
was dangerous from the three, 

shooting over 40% in all three of 
his seasons. Price was selected 
52nd overall by the Indiana Pac-
ers in 2009. 

He was no Gordon, but Price’s 
contributions to UConn’s sus-
tained success in the late 2000s 
should not be forgotten. 

Hasheem Thabeet (2006-
2009) 

While Price brought the of-
fense, Thabeet provided the 
beats and the defense. The two-
time Big East Defensive Player 
of the Year and two-time NABC 
Defensive Player of the Year 
was a force, averaging 4.2 re-
jections a game and 8.5 RPG in 
his career. He still brought an 
offensive skill set, scoring over 
10 PPG twice, leading to two 
All-Big East selections and a 
Second-Team All-American se-
lection. The 2009 season rose 
his draft stock tremendously as 
he averaged 13.6 PPG, 10.8 RPG 
and 4.2 BPG. 

For a second overall pick, 
many call him one of the big-
gest busts in NBA history. The 
Huskies of Honor focuses on 

the success of a player while en-
rolled at UConn, which is where 
Thabeet thrived as a lockdown 
defender. 

Ryan Boatright (2011-2015) 
When you bring up the 2014 

National Champion team, ev-
eryone recalls Shabazz Napier, 
beating Florida twice. What 
people don’t recognize in their 
recollection is Napier’s right-
hand man, someone who lived 
in the shadows for most of his 
career. 

Boatright did not win as 
many accolades as other UConn 
alumni, but he was a produc-
tive point-machine, leading the 
American Athletic Conference 
with 17.4 points per game and 
592 total points in his senior 
season. A career 41.6% shooter 
from the field, Boatright show-
cased his production every 
game, averaging double figures 
in all four seasons. Although 
he went undrafted, Boatright 
left a memorable winning lega-
cy at UConn and a selection to 
the 2014 NCAA All-Tournament 
Team. 

James Bouknight (2019-
2021) 

If Cliff Robinson was UConn’s 
first legendary player under Jim 
Calhoun, then Bouknight was 
Dan Hurley’s first Husky star. 
Bouknight had a wild freshman 
season, averaging 13 PPG and 
4.1 RPG while being named to 
the All-AAC Third Team and 
AAC All-Freshman Team. One 
offseason and a new conference 
later, Bouknight became the 
team’s best player. In 15 games, 
Bouknight averaged 18.7 PPG, 
5.7 RPG and shot 44.7% from 
the field, finishing on the All-
Big East First Team. During his 
two seasons, he threw down in-
credible dunks and made high-
light-reel plays on both ends of 
the court. 

Bouknight became the first 
lottery pick for the Huskies 
since Andre Drummond last 
season and continues to be loved 
by the Husky community to this 
day, whether it’s by the students 
or by the fans. 

Jeremy Lamb (2010-2012) 
Because I mentioned 

Bouknight, I have to men-
tion another two-year Hus-
ky wonder not yet inducted. 
Lamb averaged 11.1 PPG while 
shooting 48.7% from the field 
as Kemba Walker’s wingman, 
earning a selection on the 
Big East All-Freshman Team 
and All-Big East Tournament 
Team. Lamb worked along-
side Walker to form one of the 
deadliest backcourts in 2011 
and followed that up in 2012 
by being the main guard. His 
sophomore season saw major 
improvements, including 17.7 
PPG (No. 3 in the Big East), 4.9 
RPG and 1.2 SPG, earning him 
a spot on the All-Big East First 
Team.  

Lamb went 12th overall to the 
Houston Rockets that season, 
paving the way for Napier to 
take center stage. 

Dan Hurley (2018- Pres-
ent) 

Four years ago, Hurley took 
the vacant UConn coaching job 
and envisioned “a champion-
ship culture.” The first signs 
appeared the following season 
behind stars like Bouknight 
and Christian Vital. The Hus-
kies won five straight games, 
including a senior night victo-
ry against then No. 21 Houston 
at Gampel, before COVID-19 
cancelled the postseason. The 
real turning point came after a 
loss to Villanova on January 18, 
2020, when Hurley infamously 
said, “It’s coming.” 

That’s been the team’s man-
tra, and it’s led to a NCAA 
Tournament appearance, a 
double overtime win against 
Auburn, commitments from 
big-name recruits and the re-
turn of UConn basketball dom-
inance. Tuesday night’s upset 
of No. 8 Villanova further so-
lidified his status as a great 
leader, even if he only coached 
for 15 minutes before getting 
ejected. If he wins a national ti-
tle, this induction’s a lock. 

Each of these names has a 
great chance to get into the 
Huskies of Honor within the 
next five years, especially with 
the direction this program is 
trending toward. Recognizing 
some of the past greats in UCo-
nn history will fuel the current 
generation to match that level 
of success every season. 

by Cole Stefan
STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

Harrison “Honey” Fitch, a New Haven native was the first Black player in UConn basketball history. He was 
inducted in the Huskies of Honor program on Saturday, Feb 19, 2022 at Gampel Pavilion. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HARTFORD COURANT

“It’s coming.”
DAN HURLEY

The Huskies 
of Honor is a 
prestigious 
program 
recognizing the 
most significant 
athletes in 
UConn’s illustrious 
history.
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Women’s Lacrosse: Huskies look for win against 
UMass Lowell in home opener

Women’s lacrosse is returning to 
Storrs, just a little bit earlier than 
expected.  

UConn will play its home opener 
on Thursday at Shankman Training 
Center at 6 p.m. in front of a limited 
crowd. 

UConn has moved the game a day 
ahead due to inclement weather ex-
pected in Storrs. The Huskies are 
also moving the game from their 
usual home location of Morrone Sta-
dium to Shenkman Training Center. 

 The Huskies, sitting at 1-1, are at 
an even .500 winning percentage, 
looking to avenge their loss to No. 
13 James Madison University from 
last weekend. That loss dropped 
UConn to No. 25 in the country, giv-
ing the team a chip on its shoulder. 
This game, along with Sunday’s 
game against the University of New 
Hampshire, are must-win games for 
UConn head coach Katie Woods. 

UConn is looking for a big game 
out of Sydney Watson. The mid-
fielder did not play one of her best 
games against JMU, netting just one 
late game goal in the loss. The team 
will be looking for a game more like 

the team’s season opener, where she 
grabbed four goals in a close win 
over Fairfield. 

Grace Coon has been one of UCo-
nn’s biggest weapons in the team’s 
past two games. The senior led the 
team in goals against JMU with 
two early scoring opportunities and 
netted three goals against Fairfield. 
Coon is another great player for the 
competitive Huskies. 

UMass Lowell has not had the 
start to the season it was hoping for. 
The team sits at 1-2 with its lone win 
coming against Marist College at 11-
10. UMass Lowell suffered back to 
back losses against No. 24 UMass 

Amherst and Holy Cross. The team 
is looking to get back on track and 
gain a confidence boost with a road 
win against the Huskies. 

The River Hawks have plenty of 
ways to score across the team. Junior 
Molly Shaw has made an incredible 
impact on the scoring end. The mid-
fielder has looked to set a tone early 
for UMass Lowell with seven goals, 
including a four goal game against 
Marist.  

Redshirt freshman Emily Strat-
ton has been another effective scor-
ing route for the River Hawks. Her 
six goals on the season make UMass 
Lowell even more dangerous on of-

fense and puts elevated pressure on 
UConn goalkeeper Landyn White. 

Then there’s Megan Brockbank, 
who’s helped set her teammates up 
for easy opportunities on offense. 
Her six assists and three goals make 
her the leading point scorer for 
UMass Lowell. 

UMass Lowell’s big three play-
ers will put immense pressure on 
White to be on her A-game. With the 
wealth of offensive options for UMa-
ss Lowell, she is the key to a UConn 
win on Thursday.

by Evan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

Roundtable: Who is the most underrated Big 
East basketball player? 

There’s incredible talent among the basketball teams across the Big East conference as well as individual players themselves. There are a lot of big names, such as UConn’s Paige Bueckers 
and Adama Sanogo. The men’s team’s win over Villanova on Tuesday was huge for many reasons, one of which was because star point guard Collin Gillespie showcased his incredible skill 
while leading the Wildcats for a good fight against the Huskies. In a conference that’s already so competitive, it’s impossible to oversee the players scoring the most points, but it’s even harder 
to see who else is contributing to their team’s success but not getting the same hype. Who are the most underrated players around the Big East? Our team of writers have their takes: 

Lauren Park-Lane  
                 Seton Hall 

I’ll be honest, I didn’t know anything 
about Seton Hall’s Lauren Park-Lane before do-

ing research for this week’s Big East women’s hoops 
update. As it turns out, everyone should know who she is 

because she’s been an absolute beast for the Pirates all season. 
She leads her team in points and assists per game with averages 

of 17.2 and 7.3, making her No. 5 and No. 1 in the Big East, respec-
tively. Park-Lane has been an incredible playmaker all season, 
which was evident when she dished out a whopping 18 assists to 
guide her team to an 84-55 blowout victory over Butler on Tues-
day. She was the recipient of last season’s Most-Improved Player 
award and rightfully entered this year as a preseason Big East 
First-Teamer. She’s like a living incarnation of a MyCareer 

player from NBA2K, and we as basketball fans need to 
appreciate the show that Park-Lane always provides 

when she takes the floor for the Pirates.
- Nick Spinali, 

Campus Correspondent

      Tyler Kolek 
                Marquette 

Unless you’re a fan of Marquette or 
have watched him torch your team with 

fundamental and flashy passes, you probably 
don’t know very much about Tyler Kolek. The 

George Mason transfer and Rhode Island native leads 
the Big East with nearly six assists per game, but no-

body gives him any credit. Yes, he is shooting under 40% 
on only 7.3 points per game, but his impact as a facilitator 
is massive. Since Jan. 4, in games that Kolek gets five or 
more assists, the Golden Eagles are an astounding 9-0. 
That’s no coincidence. He also provides a solid defen-
sive presence with 1.6 steals per game. The team goes 
as far as Kolek takes them, serving as one of the best 

glue-guys in the league. He’s not going to give you 
20 points (he’s never scored more than 19), but 

he’s a winner when he’s on.
- Stratton Stave, Staff Writer

  Noah Horchler  
                    Providence 

As of yesterday, only one player has as 
many rebounds per game as Sanogo, and that 

is Noah Horchler. Both players have 8.5 RPG, but 
only one of them has won Big East Player of the Week. 

As you can see where this is going, the person who isn’t 
getting as much love is Horchler, who is averaging 10 PPG. 

Horchler, a transfer from North Florida, is returning to his 
Osprey form while having a career year from beyond the arc. 
For a forward of his caliber, what he is able to do is impressive 
as he is shooting 41.7% from downtown. The biggest reason 
he does not get a lot of love is because Providence also has 
National Coach of the Year Finalist Ed Cooley, center Nate 
Watson, and Jared Bynum leading a “Them Dudes” rev-

olution. Horchler has made multiple Big East Week-
ly Honor Rolls and should be recognized for his 

dual-court playing abilities in many more 
ways.

- Cole Stefan, Staff Writer

Brandon Slater 
                 Villanova 

Due to playing on such a loaded Villa-
nova Wildcats roster, senior Brandon Slater 

does not get quite enough credit for how much im-
pact he provides for Villanova. If you want a prime 

example of that, check out Tuesday’s game against 
UConn. Slater was a main catalyst in keeping the Wild-

cats in the game on offense with 15 points and three shots 
from deep. When Slater wasn’t hitting some of the shots that 
Villanova needed, UConn was able to take advantage. This 
is the same player who ranks first in the Big East in true 
shooting percentage, according to KenPom. His offensive 
rating is top 10 in the Big East, yet I don’t think he re-
ceives quite enough credit for how much offensive pro-

duction he provides for Villanova. Those marks are 
incredibly underrated for how little he is talked 

about compared to the rest of the roster or 
other players in the Big East.

- Evan Rodriguez, Staff 
Writer

UConn attack Grace Coon cradles the ball in a previous game against the University of New Hampshire. The Huskies beat the Wildcats 19-3 in a blowout game last season on Feb. 28, 
2021. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept
@paige.bueckers_
We seriously need a bench cam during 
games @paigebueckers
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Momma Cole 
@veceern
Good Morning #UCONN NATION...it’s a 
beautiful day!

Jon Rothstein
@JonRothstein
Dear UConn, 
Please stay with the throwback 
uniforms. 
Sincerely, 
America

 
 

 
UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Women’s Basket-
ball: Wednesday

69 38

Women’s Lacrosse: Thursday, 
6 p.m.

Storrs, Conn.

vs.

Women’s Tennis: Friday, 4 p.m.
Bethpage, N.Y.

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Fencing: UConn heads to NEIFC Championship this Saturday

New England Intercolle-
giate Fencing Conference ac-
tion is back! UConn will head to 
Brandeis University this Satur-
day to battle for strip suprem-
acy against a myriad of fencing 
schools from across the north-
east. Amongst those in atten-
dance will be the host Brandeis, 
Vassar, MIT, Tufts, Sacred Heart, 
Northeastern, Stony Brook, 
UMass, Dartmouth, URI, WPI, 
BU, Smith and Mount Holyoke, 
as well as any other NEIFC teams 
that did not compete in the Fall 
Invitational. 

While the NEIFC’s tournament 
in the fall was purely individual, 
this one is mostly team-oriented. 
Every team will face every other 
team, round robin-style, with one 
fencer from each squad matching 
up against a counterpart on the 
opposing side. Each team desig-
nates an A fencer, a B fencer and 
a C fencer, as well as a substitute, 
and then each A fences each A, 
each B fences each B, and each 
C fences each C. To win a round, 
a team simply needs two out of 
three victories, so if the A and 
the C win, but the B loses, it’s still 
a win. 

After the team phase ends, 
there is a shortened version of an 
individual bracket. Based on per-
formance in the round robin, the 

six best A fencers, the four best B 
fencers and the two best C fenc-
ers will be seeded into a 12-per-
son tournament, which will con-
sist of a group pool stage and a 
direct elimination bracket round. 

At the end of the day, top teams, 
top squads and top individuals 
will be recognized and awarded. 
On top of this, the NEIFC also 
gives an award to the top club 
team, given to the team that does 
the best on the day, not including 
NCAA rosters. 

UConn will bring 20 fencers to 
Brandeis: eight for foil and six 

each for epee and sabre. Here are 
some names to watch for on Sat-
urday:  

A17-rated Sabre fencer Alan 
Fotiyev took first place at the NE-
IFC Fall Invitational last Novem-
ber, and looks to pilot the men’s 
sabre team to victory again. 
Also on men’s sabre are Ruiwen 
Lin, Nicolas Rossiter and Aidan 
Schoffstall who will all be mak-
ing their debuts. For women’s 
sabre, Alexandria Boutin will 
look for redemption after losing 
a heartbreaking 14-15 elimina-
tion bout in the fall that saw her 

come back from being six touch-
es down. She will be joined by 
former UConn fencing president 
Sarah Pasqualetti, normally a 
foilist, who will be making her 
sabre debut. 

Women’s epee will be fielding 
the same duo from the Fall In-
vitational, with team armorer 
Grace McFadden and Lela Romeo 
running it back. For men’s epee, 
C21-rated fencer Edward Russell, 
who missed the fall tournament 
due to unforeseen circumstances, 
is back to head up a squad made 
up of Adin Jennings (E18), team 

president Sam Zelin (C19) and 
Christopher Pedersen (D19). 

Men’s foil has also undergone a 
few changes since the fall. Lead-
ing the team is Xavier Braun, 
making his NEIFC debut, fol-
lowed by Philippos Nicopoulos, 
Joshua Liefeld and Garrick Le-
clue, who are all making their 
debut. Women’s foil, similar to 
women’s epee, will be returning 
all four fencers from fall: team 
vice president Sneha Kumar, 
team secretary Kathryn Atkin-
son, team treasurer Sally Dai and 
Julia Luscomb.

by Sam Zelin
STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

UConn C-rated fencers Sam Zelin (left) and Edward Russell (right) face off at the Fairfield Fencing Academy Open on Feb. 19, 2022. Both will be 
competing for UConn at the New England Intercollegiate Fencing Conference Championships this Saturday, Feb. 26. PHOTO COURTESY OF MACKENZIE WENG

Women’s Basketball: Huskies breeze past Marquette 
to win Big East regular season; ‘Punxsutawney Paige’ 
edges closer
by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

Reigning national player of the year 
Paige Bueckers sported her uniform 
and swished a three. Unfortunate-
ly for the University of Connecticut 
Huskies, this occurred in warmups. 
Bueckers is getting closer to playing 
in-game, but she’s not quite there yet.  

“I think it was maybe a month ago, 
she walked into the athletic train-
er’s room and she had a big swollen 
knee,” Auriemma said. “We thought 
this was going to be a big setback for 
her. And then two days later it was 
gone. The kid just has this knack – 
she heals at her own pace. She has a 
meeting tomorrow with the doctor 
and we’ll see from there.” 

“Punxsutawney Paige,” Auriemma 
joked. “If she sees her shadow maybe 
she’ll have two more weeks of rehab” 

After this appetizer, the main 
course of UConn’s 69-38 demolition 
of Marquette began. The Huskies’ 
offense wasn’t clicking for the entire 
game, but their defense shined, only 
allowing a total of 14 points in the first 
half. Evina Westbrook led the way 
with another hyper-efficient output, 
notching 17 points and 5 rebounds 
on 6-8 shooting from the field. Ol-
ivia Nelson-Ododa contributed 10 
points, six rebounds and six assists in 
her second double-digit effort of the 
month. 

“I felt like going with [Nelson-Odo-
da] today gave us a better flow,” Au-
riemma said. “That was the same 
way it was with Evina. This is the 

best basketball she’s played since she 
got here. This is the Evina I expected 
when she got here.” 

“It’s really just about bringing it 
both defensively and being more ag-
gressive offensively, being prepared 
and giving what my team needs,” 
Westbrook mentioned. 

To start the game off, Marquette’s 
Liza Karlen and UConn’s Nel-
son-Ododa traded buckets inside. 
Marquette answered with a pair of 
free throws, but Nelson-Ododa and 
Westbrook each got one to go in-

side. Lauren Van Kleunen and Ant-
wainette Walker both got shots in 
the paint with 3:53 left in the period. 
Westbrook hit a three to take the lead, 
9-8, then got a mid-range jumper. Nel-
son-Ododa got four more of her own 
to take a Husky 9-0 run into the end 
of the first quarter.  

Jordan King wasted no time an-
swering on the first possession of the 
second, but Aaliyah Edwards, Dor-
ka Juhasz and Caroline Ducharme 
quickly combined for eight straight, 
extending the advantage to 23-10 UCo-

nn and forcing a 
Marquette tim-
eout. Ducharme 
added another 
on a nice drive 
from the wing, 
but Van Kleunen 
finally stopped 
the bleeding with 
a short jumper. 
Azzi Fudd closed 
out the period 
with a backdoor 
cut to the layup, 
giving the Hus-
kies a command-
ing 31-14 lead. 

E d w a r d s 
opened the third 
with a nice rejec-
tion, but nothing 
came of it on the 
other end. Karis-
sa McLaughlin 
responded with 

a quick 5-0 run 
of her own and 
King added anoth-
er deuce to force 

Auriemma to call a timeout. Quickly 
after the pause, Fudd and Westbrook 
each got open for a triple and Ed-
wards dropped in a post hook. Azzi 
Fudd pump-faked the deep ball and 
hit the layup. She then got a tough and 
one bucket to fall to increase the ad-
vantage to 23. Van Kleunen respond-
ed with a push shot, but Westbrook 
fed Edwards on the backdoor cut for 
the easy basket. Westbrook then got 
back on the board with an and-one to 
take a 12-2 run into the fourth.  

Christyn Williams splashed a 
three to start the third, but the ma-
jority of the damage was already 
done. A Fudd triple a moment later 
gave the Huskies a 30 point lead and 
soon after, Auriemma emptied his 
bench.  

Dorka Juhasz took a hit early in 
the fourth quarter and got stitches, 
but she should be okay for the Hus-
kies’ next game.  

BIG EAST CHAMPIONS 

For the ninth straight time, and 
21st time in program history, UCo-
nn captured the Big East regular 
season championship with the win 
tonight.  

“Winning for people who have 
played any sport or any type of com-
petition is a difficult thing,” Auriem-
ma said. “Sometimes in Connecti-
cut, we’ve made it look easy. It’s not 
easy. If you’re a freshman and this is 
your first time you’ve won a cham-
pionship, you should be proud of 
it.  If you’re a senior and this is your 
fourth time you’ve won a champi-
onship, you should be proud of it. 
Especially this year, I’m proud of 
our guys. It’s a different type of chal-
lenge this year than it was before. 
This was very rewarding to have 
this happen and it means a lot. Ev-
eryone associated with the program 
should be proud.” 

“I think it definitely means more 
this season,” Nelson-Ododa noted. 
“The adversity we faced, having 
to fight for every win, means a lot 
more.”

The UConn Huskies Women’s basketball team wins the 2022 Big East Regular Season 
Conference Championship by defeating Marquette 69 - 38 at the XL Center on Wednesday, 
February 23. The title was their 2nd consecutive in the Big East and 9th consecutive over-
all. PHOTO BY RYAN MURACE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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