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CONFIRMED 2022 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*151

as of 6:15 p.m. on Feb. 16

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)68

*positive test results
252 Cumulative 

Commuter Cases*
Source: UConn COVID-19 Dashboard

UConn dining updates and policies as the university moves into orange

The University of Connecti-
cut’s Dining Services team up-
dated their practices and rules 
for the Spring 2022 semester 
as the university move into a 
COVID-19 orange level. 

For the first weeks of the se-
mester, UConn began in the red 
level of COVID-19 restrictions. 
These restrictions include so-
cial distancing, no large indoor 
gatherings, masks required to 
be worn both indoors and out-

doors and meeting capacity lim-
itations, according to the UConn 
COVID-19 Dashboard. In the last 
week, the university announced 
its move to the orange level. 

Unlike the red level, orange 
allows university buildings to 
alleviate social distancing rules, 
meaning all seating is open and 
no physical distancing is re-
quired. Additionally, students 
are now allowed to have other 
residential students in dorms, 
and university clubs and orga-
nizations are allowed to meet in 
person, according to the UConn 
COVID-19 Dashboard.  

by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

Tracey Roy, interim executive di-
rector of Dining Services,  spoke on 
how the university’s shift to orange 
impacted UConn Dining Services 
in particular.  

“The Dining facilities in Orange 
are able to return to full seating 
capacity. Students will still need 
to wear masks when not eating 
or drinking food,” Roy said in an 
email interview. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic  per-
sists, Roy said the university and 
Dining Services are ready to adapt 
and update policies as needed. For 
example, a major change made by 
Dining Services from last semester 

pertains to the use of to-go contain-
ers. 

Previously, upon student re-
quest, to go boxes could be provid-
ed under any circumstances.  

This semester, the option to take 
out meals from dining halls has 
been revoked unless students are 
listed as a COVID-19 close contact, 
the UConn Dining Services website 
reads. 

Roy said retail locations are 
the only university dining option 
which regularly provides food to 
go in the Spring 2022 semester. She 
said these locations, like the Bean-
ery Cafe and CrossRoads Cafe, are 

a good way for students to get to 
go meals as dining will not longer 
provide them. 

“Retail will continue to provide 
an alternative to the Dining Halls. 
Dining Halls will no longer pro-
vide to go unless you are preap-
proved,” Roy said.  

Roy said UConn Dining is hope-
ful about the future as the univer-
sity moves into a less restricted 
level of COVID-19 restrictions.  

“Dining Services like many 
people on campus are looking for-
ward to a safe lifting of require-
ments as time goes on,” Roy 
said.

The Benton hosts an open mic on Nov. 7, 2019 in the Beanery. Cafes like the Beanery are good places for UConn students to get takeout meals under the orange 
COVID-19 safety protocols, according to Tracey Roy of UConn Dining Services.   FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Anti-Shia Muslim incident takes place at ICUC

On Monday, Feb. 7, the University 
of Connecticut distributed turbahs 
for Shia Muslim students to use at 
the Islamic Center of the Universi-
ty of Connecticut and the wellness 
and meditation space in Homer 
Babbidge Library, the two main 
prayer areas on campus for Muslim 
students. The turbahs – which are 
pieces of clay that many Shia Mus-
lims use during prayer – were do-
nations to the university that came 
directly from Iraq.  

The next day, the Ahlul Bayt Stu-
dent Association at UConn, an orga-
nization for Shia Muslim students, 
found out the turbahs distributed 
to ICUC had been vandalized and 
thrown out.  

Although this was the first time 
turbahs were donated to the uni-
versity, anti-Shia incidents have 
also occurred in the past, according 
to ABSA President Safina Bibi, an 
eighth-semester political science 
major.  

“There’s been years of anti-Shia 
rhetoric that has occurred at the 
ICUC,” said Bibi. “I myself have 
not gone through it but I know 
alumni who have dealt with it. I’ve 
always heard stories about how 
the ICUC has not been welcoming 
to Shias.”  

Shia and Sunni are two sects of 
Islam. Shias make up approximate-
ly 15% of the world’s Muslim popu-
lation, with the majority 85% being 

Sunni, according to the Council on 
Foreign Relations.  

 “We stand in solidarity with Shia 
Muslims on campus,” ABSA said 
in a statement Friday. “Although we 
cannot eradicate religious sectari-
anism on campus and beyond, we 
demand a formal apology and that 
the responsible individuals be held 
accountable for their actions.”  

In the statement, ABSA also 
claimed that the ICUC board refused 
to allow turbahs to be kept at ICUC.  

On Monday, Feb. 14, UConn’s Mus-
lim Student Association addressed 
the incident, clarifying that the indi-
viduals responsible for vandalizing 
the turbahs at ICUC were neither 
students nor MSA members, nor 
were they affiliated with the ICUC 
board.  

“The MSA strongly condemns the 
wrongful disposal of the turbahs,” 
the statement read. “Regardless of 
the reasoning, that individual had no 
right to destroy the property of Shia 
students. After the recent Instagram 
post by ABSA, we understand peo-
ple are incredibly upset and some of 
that anger is directed at the ICUC. 
We would like to stress that the ICUC 
board was not responsible for these 
actions and does not condone this 
behavior.”  

In the statement, MSA also said 
that neither MSA nor the ICUC board 
were informed that turbahs would be 
placed in ICUC, and that ICUC has a 
policy requiring that student organi-
zations get approval before placing 
any items in the building.  

“I don’t think we should be ask-

ing permission to put anything in 
[ICUC],” Bibi said. “The ICUC ac-
tually has anti-Shia books … so we 
figured if there’s already anti-Shia 
books in the ICUC, why would we 
ask about the turbahs if we already 
know the answer is going to be no.”  

Bibi also said that since ICUC is a 
mosque, any items needed for prayer 
should be allowed there anyway.  

“If there’s all these other accesso-
ries [at ICUC] that I don’t think [need 
to] get permission from ICUC, I fig-
ured [the turbahs] should have been 
allowed either way,” Bibi added.  

In Monday’s statement, MSA also 
claimed that the ICUC board ex-
pressed apologies to ABSA, offering 
to pay for the turbahs and meet with 
them regarding their concerns.   

“We set up a meeting with [the 
ICUC board] and they never got back 
to us,” said Bibi. “We have been try-
ing but they’re the ones who are not 
reciprocating.”  

In regard to the apology from the 
ICUC board that MSA spoke of, 
ABSA claims that it was more of an 
indirect message passed along by 
MSA.  

“In [MSA’s] statement, they men-
tioned that ICUC apologized to us, 
but we never got a formal, direct 
apology,” said Nahaal Boluriaan, a 
sixth-semester marketing major and 
the digital media chair of ABSA. “It 
was just through MSA. They passed 
it along that they were in some way 
apologetic, but we never got that di-
rect contact from ICUC.”  

According to Boluriaan, the do-
nation of turbahs came after several 

Shia students had asked to have them 
on campus.  

“We had requests from students 
to have turbahs in the ICUC because 
we have a lot of Shia students,” said 
Boluriaan.  

“[The turbahs] were donated 
straight from Iraq,” added Bibi. 
“It was supposed to go to a Shia 
[mosque] but we got it instead be-
cause they knew that we needed 
them. So, it was really disappointing 
because it was a donation and wasn’t 
even ours.”  

When asked how they think the in-
dividuals responsible for the incident 
should be held accountable, ABSA 
board members said they want the 
individuals to apologize and for the 
ICUC board to pay for new turbahs.  

“We do want new turbahs and we 
don’t think the money should come 
out of our own pockets,” Bibi said. 
“We think it should come out of 
ICUC’s pockets, personally. And, we 
just want an apology from the actual 
person who did it. We want him or 
her to know why it was wrong and 
to sort of fix the ‘anti-Shianess’ that 
they have in the back of their mind.”  

Boluriaan also suggested having 
more events to spread awareness of 
Shi’ism and Sunni Islam.  

“I think the first step would be for 
[ICUC] to be more open to us hav-
ing events that talk more about the 
whole Shia-Sunni divide, just to edu-
cate people,” Boluriaan said. “I think 
the main issue that caused all this is 
that people aren’t even aware of what 
Shi’ism is. They have all these ideas 
about what it is, but it’s completely 

inaccurate. So, I think that educat-
ing people is the biggest step we 
want to take this semester.”  

Just a few days following the in-
cident at ICUC, the turbahs placed 
in the wellness and meditation 
space at the library were also taken 
away.  

According to ABSA, library 
security and the UConn police 
department are investigating the 
issue.  

MSA released a second state-
ment Tuesday evening in regard to 
the turbahs being taken from the 
library.  

“This type of behavior is unac-
ceptable and goes against the Is-
lamic and moral principles of the 
MSA,” read Tuesday’s statement. 
“We are upset to see that for the 
second time the property of Shia 
students was mistreated … if it’s 
found that a member of the MSA 
is responsible for this, there will be 
serious consequences.”  

ABSA has since reached out to 
the university’s administration 
and expects to meet with Associate 
Vice President for Student Affairs 
and Dean of Students Eleanor JB 
Daugherty, according to Bibi.  

“People think that we’re a whole 
different religion,” Boluriaan said. 
“They don’t understand that we all 
have the same intention … they just 
have to be more educated about 
what we’re doing … In the end, the 
ICUC is not a Sunni mosque. It’s 
just a mosque for all our students, 
so we should all be able to pray 
how we want in the [mosque].”

by Aiza Shaikh
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu
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Baptisms by Arizona priest presumed invalid due to error
PHOENIX (AP) — The priest was 

beloved by his parishioners — yet over 
16 years he made a one-word ritual 
mistake, repeatedly, that has caused 
confusion and anxiety for thousands 
for Catholics in the Phoenix area now 
worrying that they were improperly 
baptized.

Under scrutiny are baptisms per-
formed by the Rev. Andres Arango, 
who served in Arizona for 16 years. 
Catholic officials estimate that thou-
sands of baptisms are now presumed 
to be invalid because he used incorrect 
wording, and they say those affected 
may need to be re-baptized.

Arango’s error was in saying, “We 
baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” 
when he should have begun the sen-
tence by saying, “I baptize you.” The 
difference is theologically crucial, the 
Vatican ruled in 2020, because it’s not 
the “we” of the congregation doing the 
baptizing but the “I” of Jesus Christ, 
working through the priest.

Arango served in three parishes 
in metro Phoenix from September 
2005 until his resignation Feb. 1, most 
recently at St. Gregory, where parish-
ioners credited him with reversing a 
worrisome drop in membership.

“Without his heartfelt kindness, 
care, concern and shepherding, phys-
ically and spiritually our church and 
school would be nonexistent,” said 
Mona Shelley, a lifetime member of the 
parish. She said Arango had returned 
to the church several times since his 
resignation to perform re-baptisms 
with the proper wording.

Fellow parishioner Christina 
Moishe Collins, who is also a cantor 
at St. Gregory, said Arango received a 
standing ovation after his final service 
there, and people waited outside with 
banners to thank him and show sup-
port.

“I don’t see him doing this with 
malice in any manner,” she said. “Fa-
ther Andres is an amazing priest and 
he may have made a mistake, but that 
doesn’t change the fact that he really 
cares about his parishioners and really, 
truly, lives his faith.”

Even a parishioner directly affect-
ed a botched baptism, Eliana Najera, 
said she is grateful to Arango for his 
ministry and wishes he could return. 
Najera’s 13-year-old daughter, Alysson, 
was baptized by Arango at St. Gregory 
and will be re-baptized at the church 
next week.

“As a mother I feel bad because all 
of these years I allowed her to receive 
Communion,” Najera said. “I have 
more questions than answers.”

The Diocese of Phoenix is trying to 
identify people baptized by Arango. It 
has set up an FAQ section on its web-
site to confront issues related to the 
botched baptisms and created a form 
for people to fill out to start the process 
of getting re-baptized.

The Vatican in June 2020 issued 
the guidance declaring that the “We” 
formula was invalid and that anyone 
who was baptized using it must be 
re-baptized using the proper formula. 
The Holy See said it was taking action 

because some unnamed priests were 
using the “We” formula to make the 
baptism more of a communal affair 
involving parents, godparents and the 
community in welcoming a new mem-
ber into the church.

In a note on the Phoenix diocese’s 
website, Arango wrote: “It saddens me 
to learn that I have performed invalid 
baptisms throughout my ministry as 
a priest by regularly using an incorrect 
formula. I deeply regret my error and 
how this has affected numerous peo-
ple in your parish and elsewhere.”

There have been similar cases else-
where in the past.

In Detroit, church officials in 2020 
said a deacon used the wrong words 
while baptizing people from 1986 to 
1999.

The most dramatic consequence in 
that case involved the Rev. Matthew 
Hood, who was baptized as a boy by 
the deacon and later became a priest: 
Because his baptism was invalid, so 

was his 2017 ordination. Hood discov-
ered the error while watching a video 
of his childhood baptism, the local 
archdiocese said.

The archdiocese said marriages per-
formed by Hood might not be valid and 
urged couples to speak to their pastor 
as soon as possible “so any steps can be 
taken to remedy your marital status in 
the church, if necessary.”

Hood was baptized again and or-
dained as a priest a second time.

Also in 2020, in Oklahoma, a new 
priest, the Rev. Zachary Boazman, 
learned that his baptism was inval-
id. Oklahoma City Archbishop Paul 
Coakley subsequently validated mar-
riages performed by Boazman, who 
was baptized and ordained again.

Katie Burke, a spokesperson for the 
Diocese of Phoenix, said rank-and-file 
Catholics brought the issue of Arango’s 
baptisms to the attention of the church.

“Likely, the people who heard it hap-
pen in Phoenix were aware of these 

other stories and therefore knew the 
phrasing to be incorrect,” Burke said.

Burke said the diocese was not 
aware of any seminarians, deacons or 
priests who were improperly baptized 
by Arango.

Andrea Reyes, a lifelong St. Greg-
ory parishioner, became friends with 
Arango during a church trip to Israel 
in 2017 has kept in contact since he re-
signed.

“He basically said that this is a 
very unique situation, and he un-
derstands that he made a mistake,” 
she said. “I was like, ‘We miss you so 
much.’ And he was like, ‘Yeah, I miss 
you guys too.’ I feel like he’s kind of 
grieving this as well as we are as a 
community.”

Another parishioner, Johnny Marti-
nez Jr., said he and 20 family members 
started a group chat in which they dis-
cussed whether any of them had been 
impacted by the botched baptisms. 
Martinez found old pictures confirm-
ing that his two children were not bap-
tized by Arango, but said he interacted 
with the priest multiple times.

He praised Arango for his gentle-
ness and diligence, yet said resigning 
was the right thing to do.

“We all have a job to do and you need 
to do that job correctly. It was effective-
ly not done correctly,” Martinez said. 
“We just have to pick up the pieces and 
move from there.”

But María Vázquez, whose 6-year-
old grandson was baptized by Arango 
and who still considers it to be valid, 
has sent a letter to the diocese seeing 
the priest’s reinstatement,

“I’m asking them to reach into their 
hearts and forgive. I don’t think it’s 
so serious to remove him as pastor,” 
said Vázquez, 69. “There have been 
priests who have done far worse and 
have been allowed to remain in their 
churches. If God forgives, who are we 
not to forgive?”

Before serving at St. Gregory, Aran-
go was pastor at Saint Jerome Catholic 
Church in Phoenix and the St. Anne 
Roman Catholic Parish in nearby Gil-
bert. Earlier, he served in San Diego 
and Brazil.

Sandy Hook families settle for $73M with gun maker Remington
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — The 

families of nine victims of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting 
announced Tuesday they have agreed 
to a $73 million settlement of a lawsuit 
against the maker of the rifle used to 
kill 20 first graders and six educators 
in 2012.

The case was watched closely by 
gun control advocates, gun rights sup-
porters and manufacturers, because 
of its potential to provide a roadmap 
for victims of other shootings to sue 
firearm makers.

The families and a survivor of the 
shooting sued Remington in 2015, 
saying the company should have nev-
er sold such a dangerous weapon to 
the public. They said their focus was 
on preventing future mass shootings 
by forcing gun companies to be more 
responsible with their products and 
how they market them.

At a news conference, some of the 
parents behind the lawsuit described 
a bittersweet victory.

“Nothing will bring Dylan back,” 
said Nicole Hockley, whose 6-year-old 
son was killed in the shooting. “My 
hope for this lawsuit,” she said, “is 
that by facing and finally being penal-
ized for the impact of their work, gun 
companies along with the insurance 
and banking industries that enable 
them will be forced to make their 
practices safer than they’ve ever been, 
which will save lives and stop more 
shootings.”

President Joe Biden called the set-
tlement “historic,” saying, “While this 
settlement does not erase the pain of 
that tragic day, it does begin the nec-
essary work of holding gun manufac-
turers accountable for manufacturing 
weapons of war and irresponsibly 
marketing these firearms.”

Gun rights groups said the settle-
ment will have little effect on rifle sales 
and gun makers, who continue to be 
shielded from liability in most cases 
under federal law. But some experts 
said it may prompt insurers to pres-

sure gun makers into making some 
changes.

“We might expect to see increased 
pressure from insurance companies 
for gun manufacturers to avoid the 
kind of either design choices or mar-
keting practices that gave rise to this 
litigation,” said Timothy D. Lytton, a 
law professor at Georgia State Univer-
sity.

The settlement is not the first be-
tween victims and a gun manufac-
turer. Families of eight victims of the 
Washington, D.C.-area snipers won a 
$2.5 million settlement in 2004, with 
$550,000 coming from Bushmaster 
Firearms Inc. and the rest from the 
gun dealer. But Lytton said the impact 
of the Sandy Hook settlement could 
be greater because it is so much high-
er.

The civil court case in Connecticut 
focused on how the firearm used by 
the Newtown shooter — a Bushmas-
ter XM15-E2S rifle — was marketed, 
alleging it targeted younger, at-risk 

males in advertising and product 
placement in violent video games. In 
one of Remington’s ads, it features the 
rifle against a plain backdrop and the 
phrase: “Consider Your Man Card Re-
issued.”

As part of the settlement, Reming-
ton also agreed to allow the families 
to release numerous documents they 
obtained during the lawsuit includ-
ing ones showing how it marketed 
the weapon, the families said. It’s not 
clear when those documents will be 
released.

Remington had argued there was 
no evidence to establish that its mar-
keting had anything to do with the 
shooting.

The company also had said the 
lawsuit should have been dismissed 
because of the federal law that gives 
broad immunity to the gun indus-
try. The Connecticut Supreme Court 
ruled Remington could be sued under 
state law over how it marketed the ri-
fle, under an exception to the federal 

law. The gun maker appealed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which declined 
to hear the case.

Whether similar lawsuits can pro-
ceed against gun makers remains 
unsettled because the U.S. Supreme 
Court has not yet weighed in on the 
exception to the 2005 immunity law 
used by the Sandy Hook families, Lyt-
ton said.

In his statement Tuesday, Biden 
called on Congress to repeal the im-
munity law. Meanwhile, he said he 
would “continue to urge state and 
local lawmakers, lawyers, and survi-
vors of gun violence to pursue efforts 
to replicate the success of the Sandy 
Hook families.”

Remington, one of the nation’s old-
est gun makers founded in 1816, filed 
for bankruptcy for a second time in 
2020 and its assets were later sold off 
to several companies. The manufac-
turer was weighed down by lawsuits 
and retail sales restrictions following 
the school shooting.

The Catholic Church said baptisms performed by priest Rev. Andres Arango, who served in Arizona for 16 
years are now presumed to be invalid because he used incorrect wording on a subtle but key component of 
the sacrament, including at St. Gregory Parish Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022, in Phoenix. 
PHOTO BY ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP
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Loan relief granted to students misled by for-profit DeVry
(AP) — The Biden administra-

tion on Wednesday announced it 
will cancel more than $70 million in 
student debt for borrowers who say 
they were defrauded by the for-prof-
it DeVry University — the first time 
the Education Department has ap-
proved such claims for an institu-
tion that’s still in operation.

At least 1,800 former DeVry stu-
dents will get their loans cleared 
after the department concluded that 
the school lied about the success 
of its graduates in order to get new 
students to enroll. The agency said 
it plans to force the school to cover 
the cost of the $71.7 million in loan 
discharges. The action was part of a 
broader installment of $415 million 
in loan relief for former students of 
for-profit colleges.

“Students count on their colleges 
to be truthful,” Education Secretary 
Miguel Cardona said in a statement. 
“Unfortunately, today’s findings 

show too many instances in which 
students were misled into loans at 
institutions or programs that could 
not deliver what they’d promised.”

DeVry spokesperson Donna 
Shaults said the allegations predate 
the school’s current board and lead-
ership. The company was sold in 
2018, while the Biden administra-
tion’s allegations include a period 
that ends in 2015.

“Nonetheless, we do believe that 
the Department of Education mis-
characterizes DeVry’s calculation 
and disclosure of graduate out-
comes in certain advertising, and we 
do not agree with the conclusions 
they have reached,” Shaults said in 
a statement.

Along with the DeVry action, the 
Education Department also moved 
to forgive $344 million in loans for 
former students of ITT Tech, West-
wood College, Corinthian Colleges 
and other defunct for-profit colleges.

It marks another step in the ad-
ministration’s work to clear a back-
log of claims in the borrower defense 
program, which forgives debt for 
students who are defrauded by their 
colleges.

The program has been used to 
cancel $2 billion in debt for more 
than 107,000 borrowers, but until 
now it has only provided relief to 
students after their colleges shut 
down — leaving taxpayers to cover 
the loan discharges. But in coming 
weeks, the Education Department 
said, it will take action to hold DeVry 
financially responsible.

“While it is critical to get students 
relief, we also want to deter wrong-
doing and to protect taxpayers,” 
James Kvaal, undersecretary of the 
Education Department, said during 
a media call.

According to the agency, DeVry 
made false claims about the success 
of its graduates from 2008 to 2015.

The school claimed that 90% of 
its graduates found jobs in their 
fields of study within six months of 
graduation. It became the center of a 
national advertising campaign with 
the slogan “We Major in Careers.”

But the Education Department 
says the actual job placement rate 
was 58%. More than half of the jobs 
included in the school’s figure were 
held by students before they grad-
uated or before they even enrolled, 
the agency said. It also alleged that 
senior officials at DeVry knew about 
problems with the figure but contin-
ued using it for years.

Similar allegations from the Fed-
eral Trade Commission led to a $100 
million settlement with DeVry in 
2016.

The Education Department has 
identified about 1,800 borrow-
ers who will be eligible for loan 
discharges because they relied 
on DeVry’s exaggerated claim 

in their decision to enroll. The 
number is expected to increase 
as the agency continues to review 
claims.

The department’s action will also 
forgive student debt for 1,600 bor-
rowers who attended Westwood 
College, which had 15 campuses 
before it closed in 2015. The agency 
found that Westwood also misled 
students about their likelihood of 
getting jobs and good salaries after 
graduating.

Another 130 former students of 
ITT Technical Institute will get $3 
million in loans erased in the latest 
round of approvals. In the decade 
before it closed in 2016, the company 
falsely told students that its nurs-
ing program had or would soon get 
accreditation, according to the de-
partment. But the school repeated-
ly failed to get accreditation, which 
plays a key role in helping graduates 
get jobs.

Florida House OKs budget that punishes mask mandate schools
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 

School districts that ignored Re-
publican Gov. Ron DeSantis’ or-
der banning mask mandates will 
face a $200 million penalty un-
der a budget bill passed Wednes-
day by the Florida House. The 
funding stripped from those 
districts would be spread among 
the state’s other districts.

Republican Rep. Randy Fine 
angrily defended the proposal 
to punish the 12 districts, saying 
they broke the law.

“Following the law is not op-
tional. ... These school districts 
broke the law,” Fine said. “And 
they were broken for nothing.

Fine also said school districts 
being punished are still getting 
more money than they did last 
year because of an overall $1.2 
billion increase in public school 
spending. He also admonished 
Democrats who accused Repub-
licans of taking $200 million 
from the disobedient districts 
out of retribution.

“You want to talk about pu-
nitive, I’ll take about punitive,” 
Fine said. “I think of the first 
grader who wasn’t able to learn 
how to speak and read without 
looking at the face of the col-
league across the way. I think of 
the deaf child ... who had to learn 
how to read lips without seeing 
the lips of the other children.”

The $105 billion budget passed 
on a 102-14 vote. Many of the 
Democrats cited the money shift 
from the 12 districts among the 
reasons to oppose it.

“I don’t think we should use 
our budget to bully municipal-
ities or school boards, or any-
body,” said Democratic Rep. 
Dotie Joseph, whose district is 
in Miami-Dade County, which 
has the largest school district in 

the state and is one of the 12 the 
House wants to punish.

Some Democrats supported 
the bill, but expressed hope that 
the punishment provision will 
be taken out when the House 
and Senate negotiate differences 
in their spending proposals. The 
Senate will take up its nearly 
$109 billion proposal on Thurs-
day.

DeSantis supports the idea of 
shifting the $200 million away 
from the 12 districts.

Democrats also criticized the 
budget for not providing enough 
money to hospitals that treat 
Medicaid recipients and not do-
ing more to help people find af-
fordable housing as rents and 
housing prices skyrocket.

Republicans praised the bill 
for boosting salaries for state 
law enforcement and corrections 
officers and for providing money 
to help manatees and other envi-
ronmental projects.

Lawmakers must work out dif-
ferences in the budget by March 
8 if they want to end their ses-
sion on time. Once an agreement 
is reached, the chambers can’t 
vote on it for 72 hours.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks to supporters and members of the media after a bill signing on Nov. 18, 
2021, in Brandon, Fla. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AP

This Nov. 24, 2009 photo shows the entrance to DeVry University in Miramar, Fla. The Biden administration says it will cancel more than $70 million in student debt for borrowers who 
say they were defrauded by the for-profit DeVry University. It marks the first time the Education Department has approved such claims for an institution that’s still in operation. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AP

School districts that 
ignored Republican 
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 
order banning mask 
mandates will face a 
$200 million penalty 

under a budget bill 
passed Wednesday by 

the Florida House.



Thursday, February 17, 2022 • DailyCampus.com04

EU flight regulations 
violate human rights

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.
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Harm reduction affirms 
life; stigmatizing drug 
use degrades it
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What the ‘truck’ is happening in Canada?CommentaryCarson’s

The date is Jan. 15, 2022. In the midst of 
a harsh Canadian winter, you decide to take 
a break from drinking maple syrup straight 
from the bottle and saying “sorey” every 
third sentence to flip on the news. On the 
screen, a handsome young anchor announc-
es that unvaccinated American truck driv-
ers will now be denied entry into Canada. 
This has technically been government pol-
icy for several months, but now the author-
ities will actually enforce it. While you’re 
not a truck driver, you’re fed up with supply 
chain issues and you think this policy could 
become annoying if the shortages continue.

One of your friends, however, is an un-
vaccinated truck driver. He’s heard the 

news and is worried his own trucking route 
could be cut next. Despite your warnings, 
your friend says it’s time he does something 
about this. Why? Because he’s a manly man, 
and no globalist, blackface-wearing prime 
minister named Justin can tell him how to 
live. The truck he drives is sitting idly in 
a warehouse parking lot, and it’s time he 
takes it for a spin. Destination? Ottawa, be-
cause this is about freedom, baby!

Crazy as it sounds, the stereotypically po-
lite Canadian people have risen up. What 
started as localized protests against vac-
cine enforcement at the border has turned 
into a larger movement against Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau and all the COVID-19 
restrictions he’s rubber-stamped. Canada 
does not often make headlines for internal 
instability, but the ultimate resolution of 
its trucker uprising could have massive im-

plications for COVID-19-exhausted people 
throughout the Western world.

Self-dubbed the “Freedom Convoy,” 
truckers from across Canada began making 
their way to Ottawa, Ontario in late Janu-
ary. Their presence grew rapidly through 
the first half of February, prompting Ottawa 
Mayor Jim Watson to declare a state of emer-
gency on Monday, Feb. 7. The thousands 
of protesters had overwhelmed police in 
Canada’s capital, leaving them unable to re-
spond to residents’ grievances. Most of the 
complaints alleged verbal harassment by 
the protesters, but plenty of Ottawans also 
objected to truckers honking their horns at 
all hours of the night.

Additionally, the Convoy’s participants 
have shown their actions are not limited to 
the Canadian capital. On the same day Ot-
tawa declared an emergency, more than 100 

trucks anchored down on Ontario’s High-
way 3 in Windsor, hoping to block trucks 
crossing the Ambassador Bridge from De-
troit, Michigan. This week-long obstruction 
raised eyebrows on both sides of the bor-
der, as roughly 25% of all U.S.-Canada trade 
crosses this bridge.

“You have a number of people … who have 
outwardly stated that they feel such a pas-
sion for this particular cause that they’re 
willing to die for it,” Windsor Mayor Drew 
Dilkens said of the protesters’ resolve on 
Wednesday, Feb. 9. “If you have people who 
hold that sentiment, the situation can esca-
late and become very dangerous for police 
and those members of the public in very 
short order.”

2.1 million tonnes. Yes, you read 
that right. 

This past winter, over 100,000 
partially or wholly empty flights 
took off from EU-based airports, 
carrying with them nothing more 
than a cabin crew. These so-called 
“ghost flights” emitted over 2.1 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere and were op-
erated solely to satisfy EU regula-
tions. 

However, airlines such as 
Lufthansa Air, which operated 
over 18,000 ghost flights during 
this period, are not to blame for 
this phenomenon. EU mandates 
required airlines to execute 80% of 
scheduled flights to maintain flight 
slots at various airports across Eu-
rope, and airlines that fell below 
this threshold would be at risk of 
losing the ability to operate at cer-
tain airports. The EU is directly re-
sponsible for the emissions caused 
by these ghost flights, and its jus-
tification of ensuring "efficient use 
of airport capacity while benefiting 
consumers” does not outweigh the 
consequences of its actions.   

Let’s put that 2.1 million tonnes 
of CO2 into perspective. Given 
these flights took place over the 
duration of roughly three months, 
some basic extrapolation tells us 
this equates to approximately 8 
million tonnes of CO2 per year. 
The environmental toll of these 
flights are on par with the annu-
al emissions of countries such as 
Luxembourg or Jamaica, or that of 
1.4 million gas-powered cars.  

Pollution of this magnitude over 
such a short period of time pres-

ents a drastic risk to the environ-
ment. The Earth’s atmosphere is 
not built to withstand emissions of 
this caliber, and given how fragile 
it already is (and how close we are 
to the infamous 1.5 °C “point of no 
return”), any unnecessary waste 
poses an existential threat to hu-
mankind.  

Now, I do not need to explain 
how detrimental 2.1 million tonnes 
of CO2 is for the climate. However, 
such emissions have extensive im-
plications for other international 
issues — specifically, human rights. 

In October of last year, the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights Council 
voted and passed a motion that 
declared the right of all people to 
a “clean and sustainable environ-
ment.” With this in mind, the EU’s 
policy on flight mandates must be 
viewed as a violation of the human 
rights of all peoples, especially 
those in developing nations more 
susceptible to the effects of climate 
change.  

Just this past year, coastal coun-
tries have experienced the devas-
tating consequences of rising sea 
levels, and arid regions have fall-
en victim to agonizing droughts. 
Climate refugees have been forced 
from their own countries due to 
uninhabitable living conditions, 
and countries such as the Philip-
pines have sustained substantial 
economic losses of over $4.5 billion 
due to storms and other damages 
caused by increasingly dangerous 
weather conditions. 

With an understanding of en-
vironmental justice comes a con-
ception of environmental injustice, 
and incentivizing airlines to oper-
ate near-empty flights to maintain 
flight slots is nothing short of un-
just. Any unnecessary contribu-

tion to global emissions, let alone 
one that does nothing to contribute 
to the global economy or interna-
tional peace, must be condemned 
and only serves to counter the ef-
forts of international law regard-
ing the reduction of greenhouse 
gasses.  

The Kyoto Protocol, an extension 
of the 1992 UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change, was rati-
fied in 1997 to establish emissions 
thresholds for signing parties, and 
ultimately create a foundation of 
accountability for states to limit 
their contributions to greenhouse 
gas emissions. Although this con-
vention only applies to UN mem-
bers that have ratified the treaty, its 
contents can still be applied here.  

The EU has violated the very 
notion of the Kyoto Protocol, as 
well as fundamental human rights 
principles, by motivating airlines 
to carry out ghost flights and oth-
erwise threatening their ability to 
conduct business. Such a conven-
tion serves as a motivating and 
legally binding force to limit each 
country’s contributions to glob-
al emissions. The EU regulations 
have done nothing but incentivize 
the antithesis of the protocol, and 
this cannot be overlooked. 

As it currently stands and as 
aforementioned, the EU has re-
duced its restrictions to 64% for the 
upcoming summer, but this is sim-
ply inadequate. The EU must allow 
airlines to operate on a demand-in-
formed basis, proportional to the 
frequency of travelers, without 
subjecting them to the potential 
loss of time slots and thus profit. 
Until this happens, their contri-
bution to climate justice and inter-
national human rights will remain 
net negative.

When Health and Human Services 
Secretary Xavier Becerra announced 
in December 2021 that the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration would be distributing 
up to $30 million in grants to overdose 
prevention and harm reduction efforts 
around the country, no one anticipated 
the backlash that would surface two 
months later.

By early February, conservative me-
dia were already doing what they do 
best. The right-wing Washington Free 
Beacon reported an article titled “Biden 
Admin To Fund Crack Pipe Distribu-
tion To Advance ‘Racial Equity’”; the 
byline claims the $30 million budget for 
the SAMHSA grant program “will pro-
vide 'smoking kits' to vulnerable com-
munities.” For the bulk of Americans 
who won’t bother to read past the head-
line to ease the burden on their busy 
lives, the title and subtitle paint a picture 
of Biden’s multi-million dollar program 
as dedicated to distributing “crack 
pipes” to poor communities. The perva-
sive stigma and misinformation around 
addiction will ultimately lead many to 
believe this is an abhorrent idea meant 
to keep those with substance addictions 
addicted.

This idea is misleading and rests atop 
decades of racist and classist doctrinaire 
on drugs and drug policy.

To address the deceptive nature of 
the conservative response to this harm 
reduction grant program — which pro-
vides funding for a diverse range of re-
sources such as fentanyl testing strips, 
overdose prevention materials, STI 
treatments, safe injection sites, sterile 
syringes and the aforementioned “safe 
smoking kits” — we must first define 
harm reduction.

According to Harm Reduction Inter-
national, an international organization 
dedicated to “reducing the negative 
health, social and legal impacts of drug 
use and drug policy,” harm reduction 
refers to “policies, programmes and 
practices that aim to minimize negative 
health, social and legal impacts associ-
ated with drug use, drug policies and 
drug laws.” HRI places a particular 
emphasis on human rights and social 
justice in its approach to teaching and 
conducting harm reduction.

The key to harm reduction is un-
derstanding it is better to preserve life 
than to abandon it. For example, pro-
viding sites where people with heroin 
addictions can safely inject under su-
pervision with clean needles to prevent 
withdrawal is far better than letting 
them shoot heroin of unknown origin 
with a needle that could transmit a 
disease like HIV, resulting in a deadly 
overdose. This is a practical image of 
how harm reduction is life-affirming. 

The notion that harm reduction 
preserves addictions is completely fal-
lacious, as the goal of harm reduction 
is not to quell addiction. Addiction to 
any substance, let alone “hard drugs” 
like methamphetamines, heroin and 
opioids, are impossible to kick in a 
short period of time. Harm reduction 
advocates understand that using drugs 
to defeat drugs is a silly idea. The point 
of harm reduction is to ensure that 
people can survive to seek treatment if 
they choose that option. Keep in mind, 
remaining addicted does not mean 
that someone’s value as a human being 
is reduced. It is also true that addiction 
treatment is not as accessible to poor 
people and people of color, which de-
mands substantive improvements.

See CANADA, p. 8
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in new Netflix docuseries
“jeen-yuhs: A Kanye Trilogy”

Take a closer look
into Kanye West’s life

Since his divorce with Kim Kar-
dashian, the world has only been 
exposed to one version of Kanye 
West: a version that people of-
ten describe as “crazy,” “manip-
ulative” or “psycho.” Episode 1 of 
Netfl ix’s newest docuseries “jeen-
yuhs: A Kanye Trilogy” dropped 
on Wednesday and showcases a 
completely diff erent side of West, 
all fi lmed by his best friend and 
fi lmographer Coodie Simmons.  

As we all know, West is one of 
the most infl uential fi gures in all 
of hip-hop and, arguably, pop cul-
ture. While it is undeniable that he 
possesses an incredible amount 
of talent, he is often criticized for 
his infuriating behavior. Just a few 
days ago West deleted all of his 
pictures on Instagram, replacing 
them with screenshots of his mes-
sages with Kim Kardashian’s new 
boyfriend, Pete Davidson, telling 
Davidson he will never be able to 

meet his and Kardashian’s kids. 
His erratic behavior has slowly 
soured his public perception, but 
that wasn’t always who Kanye 
was.  

“jeen-yuhs: A Kanye Trilogy” 
takes the audience on a journey, 
beginning with when West was 
just starting out. After producing 
successful beats in his hometown 
of Chicago, he ventured out to New 
York City where he aspired to re-
place other rappers’ voices on his 
beats with his own. Only 20 years 
ago, West fi rst signed with Roc-A-
Fella Records after being denied 
by numerous other labels.  

West is often described as a 
narcissistic egomaniac, but the 
documentary portrays this aspect 
of his personality as mere drive. 
No matter how many times West 
faced rejection, he never gave up. 
He transformed rejection into de-
termination and continued to be-
lieve in himself, even when no one 
else did. 

I’m the fi rst to admit that I often 
look down upon West’s actions, 
even  how he handled certain sit-
uations. However, I’m grateful 
to have been able to see a diff er-
ent side of his life, one before he 
got sucked into fame. One of the 
strongest aspects of the docuseries 
is its original footage style. Rather 
than having West speak over pho-
tos, the audience is able to see him 
interact with those around him 
through real, raw footage. I even 
witnessed how genuinely special 

his relationship with his mother, 
Donda, was. Even during inter-
views, West would always see that 
he doesn’t owe anybody anything, 
besides his mother. He has spoken 
about how her death has trauma-
tized him, but the footage show-
cases their special and grounding 
bond fi rsthand. If it wasn’t for 
Donda, West would never have 
had the stable foundation that led 
him to unimaginable success.  

While I knew the docuseries 
would be interesting, I was sur-
prised by how much I loved it. I 
believe it’s important to look deep-
er than what is shown in the media 
or through Instagram. Everyone, 
whether you’re West or not, strug-
gles; the only diff erence with West 
is that he’s famous.  

If you’re interested in learning 
more about West’s story, Episode 1 
of “jeen-yuhs: A Kanye Trilogy” is 
available on Netfl ix. Episode 2 will 
be released on Wednesday, Feb. 23.  

by Jordana Castelli 
STAFF WRITER 
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu 

I’m grateful to have 
been able to see 
a different side of 
his life, one before 
he got sucked into 
fame.

I believe it’s 
important to look 
deeper than what 
is shown in the 
media or through 
Instagram.
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‘Discipline is Freedom’: Garth Fagan Dance at the Jorgensen

‘Discipline is Freedom’: Garth Fagan Dance at the Jorgensen

by Zachary Wisnefsky 
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu 

Next Saturday, Feb. 26, one of 
the most legendary fi gures in con-
temporary American dance, To-
ny-Award winning choreographer 
Garth Fagan, will bring his compa-
ny (as well as his 60+ years of danc-
ing and choreography experience) 
to UConn’s very own Jorgensen 
Center for the Performing Arts to 

celebrate the history of dance. 
Fagan has had quite the im-

pressive career. Born and raised 
in Jamaica, Fagan started his per-
forming arts career in high school, 
taking part in Ivy Baxter’s Jamai-
can National Dance Company. In 
1960, Fagan decided to venture 
north to the United States to get an 
undergraduate degree in psychol-
ogy from Michigan’s Wayne State 
University, all while still dancing. 
Though he did consider further 

delving into psychology, Fagan de-
cided to stick with dance, and in 1969 
he secured a faculty position at State 
University of New York in Rochester. 
After being invigorated by the young 
talent of the area, Fagan formed his 
dance company, Garth Fagan Dance. 
The rest, as you can say, is history as 
the dance troupe has received mod-
ern acclaim. Fagan is also well known 
for his choreography work for the hit 
Broadway musical “The Lion King” 
which earned him a Tony Award in 

1998. However, this is not the only 
trophy on Fagan’s shelf however, 
as he has also earned a Laurence 
Olivier Award and a Commander 
in Order of Distinction of Jamai-
ca, among numerous other hon-
ors. 

The Daily Campus was lucky 
enough to speak with the dance 
company over email about what 
to expect next Saturday night. 

“[Students] should expect to 
be viscerally and emotional-
ly connected to our dancers as 
they communicate contemporary 
themes of humanity’s struggles 
and triumph over those strug-
gles,” the company said. “They 
should expect to enjoy the beauty 
of the human body performing 
seemingly impossible feats of 
physical wizardry with ease, con-
trol and confi dence.” 

The troupe will perform a rou-
tine that is over 50 years in the 
making, combining new chore-
ographies with those from the 
1970s. However, this is not to say 

the performance is in any way tra-
ditional, as Fagan has been a trail-
blazer and leader in the modern 
dance world for his entire career. 

“[Modern dance] has evolved to 
encompass a broad acceptance of 
originality and creative thought 
expressed through movement,” 
the company said. “Invention not 
based in western dance forms.” 

Ultimately, the Garth Fagan 
Dance company is excited to put 
on a show for both UConn students 
and the public. When asked if they 
had a goal or message for the au-
dience in attendance, the troupe 
responded with a simple answer: 
“Discipline is Freedom.” 

Tickets are on sale now for  Garth 
Fagan Dance at the Jorgensen Cen-
ter for Saturday, Feb. 26, at 8 p.m.  

As is for all Jorgensen events, a 
limited number of free rush tick-
ets for UConn students can be ac-
quired by emailing the box offi  ce 
(jorgensen.tickets@uconn.edu) be-
tween 10 a.m. and noon. the morn-
ing of Feb. 26.  

The Garth Fagan dance will perform at Jorgensen Center on Saturday, Feb 26. Students should expect to 
feel a connection with the dancers as they express their originality through modern dance. 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF GARTHFAGANDANCE.ORG
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Matcha lattes

Matcha has all the hype right now, especially 
in Starbucks’ signature iced beverage, to which 
many customers add vanilla syrup and sweet 
cream cold foam for added sweetness. This 

option is considered a healthier coffee alterna-
tive as it promotes brain function and is high 
in antioxidants. If you don’t want to spend too 
much money on a matcha latte from a coffee 
shop, Trader Joe’s offers matcha powder that 
has the most favorable reviews among matcha 

options.  

iced tea

By iced tea, I don’t mean plain, unsweetened 
green or black tea. There are many simple 

ways to spice up iced tea to make it taste amaz-
ing, giving you a sweet afternoon pick-me-up. 
Starbucks uses Tazo tea in its stores, which 
is also offered at local grocery stores. The 

brand offers quarts of iced tea that are already 
brewed, which you can pour over ice without 

having to wait. The most popular option is the 
passion iced tea with a citrusy refreshing taste. 
You can add lemonade for an exact replica of 
the Starbucks shaken iced passion tea lemon-
ade for a fraction of the price! If you are look-
ing to splurge on a treat, I recommend head-
ing over to Starbucks for an iced peach green 

tea lemonade.  

chai lattes

Chai is made from black tea, cinnamon 
spices and sugar for a cozy fl avor that 

tastes like Christmas. It is perfect to or-
der on winter mornings with oat milk for 
a comforting drink on your way to work 
or school, but it can also be ordered iced. 

Many people have customized chai lattes at 
Starbucks by adding different syrups, foams 
or drizzles for a personal touch. If you want 

a barista’s personal opinion, this drink 
tastes best with oat milk or almond milk. 
Tazo also markets brewed chai to pour 
over ice at home, so get creative with it! 

by Grace Seymour 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT  

grace.seymour@uconn.edu 

Coffee is often an essential part of people’s morning routines. It gives you an exciting reason 
to wake up and gets you through those rough mornings. However, it is common to have coffee 

sensitivities due to its high caffeine content and the afternoon wave of exhaustion that can follow 
after sipping on it. If you want to explore caffeinated options outside of the coffee realm, here 

are some ideas to get you started.  

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN

Alternative 
caffeine 
options for those 
who don’t 
love coffee 

Even if you are a coffee lover, you may fi nd a new favorite in these beverages by trying something new 
on your next coffee run. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY
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Thirsty 
Thursday:

Cozy cocktailsCozy cocktails
by the DC Life Section

Mulled/spiced wine 
(adapted from Saveur and Town and Country) 

Yields four servings 

Ingredients: 
One 750-milliliter bottle of red wine 

Half cup of sugar 
Eight whole cloves 
Four lemon wedges 

Four four-inch sticks of cinnamon 

Optional additions and variations 
Star anise 

One orange, juiced 
One cup apple cider 
Half cup of brandy 

 
Instructions:

Bring ingredients to a boil in a four-quart saucepan, stirring 
occasionally. Remove from heat and discard cloves. 

Ladle wine into four glasses. Garnish each glass with one cin-
namon stick and one lemon wedge. Serve hot. 

Hot toddy (adapted from Cookie and Kate) 
Yields one drink 

Ingredients: 
Three-fourths cup water 

One and a half ounces (one shot) of whiskey 
Two to three teaspoons of honey, to taste 

Two to three teaspoons of lemon juice, to taste 
One lemon wedge 

One cinnamon stick (optional, for garnish) 
 

Instructions: 

Bring the water to a simmer in a teapot or saucepan. Pour the 
hot water into a mug. 

Add the whiskey, honey and lemon. Stir until the honey has 
dissolved into the hot water. Taste and add more honey or 

lemon to taste. 

Garnish with a lemon wedge and cinnamon stick. Enjoy! 

Spiked peppermint hot chocolate (from 
me — yes, it’s easy as it sounds) 

This drink is so simple to make, 
I’m not even 

designating an ingredients 
or instructions section. Make a piping-hot cup of hot 

chocolate of your choosing. 

When I first tried this drink, my friends and I just had 
the K-cup kind, which I normally wouldn’t prefer since 

the milk version is far richer. However, it still tasted great 
— maybe the alcohol offset the lack of body. My store-

bought hot chocolate mix of choice, though, is Ghiradelli. 
It used to be Starbucks, but over the years, it has become 

much sweeter and less rich.  

Back to the recipe. Slowly add peppermint vodka to 
taste to your hot chocolate — I used Smirnoff. I have a 

heavy hand, so I thought I added too much the first time 
I made this. But don’t afraid to be generous, especially 

if you want a bit more spike from your sips. The sting of 
the vodka is offset by the chocolate, leaving behind the 
wonderfully cooling and complementary flavor of pep-

permint. Serve with a candy cane! 

Hot buttered rum (adapted from A Couple 
Cooks) 

Yields four drinks 

Ingredients for spiced butter: 
Six tablespoons of salted butter 

Three tablespoons of brown sugar 
One teaspoon of cinnamon 

One-fourth teaspoon of nutmeg 
One-fourth teaspoon of allspice 

Ingredients for each drink: 
One and half tablespoons of spiced butter 

Two ounces (a little over a shot) of rum 
Six ounces of boiling water 

If you want something sweeter, use hot apple cider 

Instructions 

Make the spiced butter: Roll the butter with a rolling pin until 
it is flattened. Add the brown sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg and 

allspice. Use a spatula to combine the butter with the sugar and 
spices. Use immediately or refrigerate until making the drinks. 

Make the drinks: Add one and half tablespoons of the spiced 
butter to each glass. Add rum and boiling water. Stir until com-

bined. If you like a sweeter drink, top with whipped cream.  

 

 

 

 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
PHOTO COURTESY OF STOCKSNAP.IO

The past few days have been more than chilly, so let’s warm up with 
some libations. I love a refreshing drink served over ice as much as the 
next person, but I’m also a big fan of hot non-alcoholic drinks like cof-
fee and tea — why not add some booze into the picture? Here are some 
classic hot cocktail recipes to keep you warm for the rest of winter. 
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Photo of the Day | Woof!

Students engaged in pet therapy at the Benton Museum of Art on Feb. 3, 2022 at the Benton’s monthly First Thursday event. The event also included Valentine’s Day DIY activities.
PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

COMIC BY ANNA IORFINO, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

At the time of writing, not even 
a phone call between Trudeau 
and U.S. President Joe Biden has 
been able to completely secure 
the bridge. While traffic is flowing 
again, dozens of protesters still 
threaten the flow of goods crossing 
the border. An Ontario court has 
ordered them to leave the area by 7 
p.m. Friday, so we’ll have to wait on 
any further developments.

Since the protests began, Trudeau 
and his allies have raised concerns 
about those supporting the Free-
dom Convoy. Indeed, several far-
right organizations have backed 
the truckers and even advocated for 
overthrowing the Canadian gov-
ernment. And at a Jan. 29 rally in 
Texas, former U.S. President Don-
ald Trump praised the Convoy for 
“doing more to defend American 
freedom than our own leaders by 
far.” (Rumors of a Trump-backed 
trucker convoy to Washington, D.C. 
are already swirling, of course.) 

But regardless of who Trudeau 
believes is out to get him, most 
commentators agreed on one thing 
by the end of last week: the ball is 
now in the prime minister’s court. 
Despite fueling the fire by getting 
COVID-19 and fleeing Ottawa to 
isolate on Jan. 31 — against the 
Public Health Agency of Cana-
da’s guidelines for fully vaccinated 
adults — Trudeau has come back 
with a vengeance. 

On Monday, Feb. 14, he became 
the first Canadian leader to in-

The Free Beacon article’s choice 
to focus on smoking kits as its ob-
ject of criticism is influenced by 
the racialized association of crack 
cocaine with Black communities. 
Nowhere in the article does the au-
thor take issue with other harm re-
duction methods (notwithstanding 
their moralistic disdain for drug 
users in general) — the opposition 
is of a uniquely racist character. 

Furthermore, the headline’s 
claim that the SAMHSA grant is 
meant to advance racial equity is, 
like most sensationalist conser-
vative claims, completely made 
up. The Program Grant makes 

only one reference to racial equi-
ty, that being a statement of com-
pliance with the “Executive Order 
On Advancing Racial Equity and 
Support for Underserved Com-
munities Through the Federal 
Government,” signed by the Biden 
White House in January. In sum, 
the author made it about race — a 
criticism typically leveled against 
the left.

It is nonetheless important to re-
member that contemporary drug 
policy is without a doubt racist 
and contributes to the targeted 
mass incarceration of Black people 
and the overpolicing of Black and 
Latine communities.

The Biden administration never 
explicitly permitted funding for 
glass stems, which can be used to 

smoke methamphetamines, opi-
oids and crack cocaine. In fact, 
White House Press Secretary Jen 
Psaki clarified that “[glass stems] 
were never part of the [safe smok-
ing] kits,” which may include al-
cohol wipes, lip balm and other 
safety equipment. Even if they did 
(how is HHS supposed to know or 
enforce what is included in safe 
smoking kits?), it would be a good 
thing meant to preserve the lives of 
drug users. It is tragic that due to 
both the reactionary criticisms of 
conservative lawmakers and me-
dia, as well as its own anti-drug 
user political biases, the Biden 
administration capitulated and de-
cided it had the right to police and 
dilute the work of harm reduction 
organizations and experts.  

Carson’s Commentary:
Unrest at the border

voke the Emergencies Act. Passed 
by Parliament in 1988, the act will 
declare a “public order emergen-
cy” and grant police and financial 
institutions the power to confront 
the Convoy. The enactment of the 
Emergencies Act has led to banks 
freezing protesters’ accounts, as 
well as crackdowns on GoFundMe 
and other means of financing the 
Convoy.

While Trudeau’s parliamentary 
opponents have decried the Emer-
gencies Act as an unprecedented 
executive power grab, Canada’s leg-
acy media has criticized Trudeau 
for not using federal police more 
aggressively against the Convoy. 
On Monday, The Toronto Star edi-
torialized a slew of failures by local 
police that Trudeau’s government 
never addressed. These local fail-
ures seem poised to continue, as 
Ottawa Police Chief Peter Sloly re-
signed Tuesday.

But nowhere does the Star’s edi-
torial board call out Trudeau’s un-
willingness to meet with Convoy 
leaders and reach an agreeable 
solution. When thousands of peo-
ple disrupt daily life in a national 
capital, they generally have rea-
sons for doing so. As their leader, 
Trudeau has an obligation to hear 
his people, but he seems content 
to “let them eat cake” by refusing 
to consider dropping any federal 
mandates.

Though American Democrats — 
the counterparts of Trudeau’s Lib-
eral Party — have largely remained 
silent about the Convoy, their re-
cent actions must give some hope to 
the Canadian demonstrators. Last 

week, Govs. Ned Lamont (Conn.) 
and Phil Murphy (N.J.) announced 
the end of school mask mandates, 
while Washington, D.C. has be-
come the first major city to do away 
with requiring proof of vaccination 
to enter private businesses. Since 
the omicron variant has peaked 
and potential future variants seem 
less threatening, this is Trudeau’s 
time to negotiate, not double down. 

Even more importantly, the 
Convoy’s disruption should make 
leaders in other highly-restricted 
countries rethink their policies. 
Particularly, Germany, Austria and 
Australia have all enacted various 
penalties against the unvaccinated. 
If the Freedom Convoy digs in and 
ultimately forces Trudeau to bend, 
similar trucker movements could 
paralyze Berlin, Vienna or Canber-
ra. If they do, I don’t want to hear 
about overwhelmed police forces 
or economic damages, as both is-
sues can be resolved simply by lis-
tening to the protesters’ reasonable 
demands. In most cases, it doesn’t 
require any cumbersome legisla-
tive action for an executive leader to 
suspend his order.

Along with the other countries I 
mentioned, Canada has long been 
an important American ally, yet we 
must remember its citizens do not 
enjoy the same degree of federalism 
as we do in the States. Hopefully, 
the recent events in Ottawa will sig-
nal the end of the national govern-
ment’s pandemic power grabs and 
the beginning of a return to nor-
malcy for our northern neighbors. 

CANADA, cont. from p. 4

ADDICTION, cont. from p. 4

Harm reduction and the Biden 
administration
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NBA Prospect Watch: Murray could end Iowa 1st-round drought
AP — Keegan Murray has a chance 

to do something no Iowa player has 
accomplished in over two decades.

Iowa hasn’t produced a first-
round NBA draft pick since Ricky 
Davis went 21st overall in 1998 and 
hasn’t produced a lottery selection 
since that system started in 1985. 
Murray could change that.

The 6-foot-8 sophomore forward 
is scoring 23.3 points per game to 
rank third among all Division I play-
ers, behind only Bryant’s Peter Kiss 
and Detroit Mercy’s Antoine Davis. 
The variety of different ways he can 
score is even more impressive than 
the numbers themselves.

“If you’re always on the block, we 
can figure out a defense to stop you,” 
Iowa coach Fran McCaffery said. “If 
you’re always at the point, we can 
trap you, we can force you one way. 
If you’re always on the wing, we can 
keep you on one side and crowd you. 
You can’t do that to him. No matter 
where he goes, he’s equally effective. 
Very few people are.”

That’s why very few players figure 
to get drafted ahead of Murray once 
he decides to turn pro.

Mock drafts suggest he could be-
come Iowa’s first top-10 pick since 
Ronnie Lester was selected 10th in 
1980 after leading the Hawkeyes to 
their last Final Four appearance. 
Maryland interim coach Danny 
Manning has called Murray a lot-
tery pick.

Murray’s ability to score in just 
about any situation makes him so 
appealing.

“He’s the most versatile player in 
our league,” Nebraska coach Fred 
Hoiberg said.

Hoiberg made that comment af-
ter Murray scored 37 points in a 
98-75 victory over Nebraska. That 
followed Murray’s 30-point perfor-
mance in a 110-87 triumph at Mary-
land, making him the first Iowa 
player to score at least 30 points in 
consecutive Big Ten games since 
Matt Gatens in 2012.

Murray’s scoring prowess has 
helped Iowa (17-7, 7-6 Big Ten) 
average 84 points to rank fourth 
among all Division I teams.

“If I miss a shot, I feel like the 
next one’s going to go in,” Mur-
ray said. “I’m not hesitant at all to 
shoot the basketball. I try to get 
to my spots, try and get inside the 
paint as much as I can, look for 
open jump shots along the 3-point 
line.”

Size: 6-foot-8, 225 pounds

Stats: 23.3 points, 8.4 rebounds, 
2 blocks, 1.4 steals, 1.1 assists per 
game

Strengths: A great scorer who 
can get his points in many differ-
ent ways, whether he is around the 
basket or beyond the 3-point arc.

WEAKNESSES: His defense 
isn't quite up to the level of his 
offense at this point.

DRAFT PROJECTION: He 
should get selected among the 
first 10 or 15 picks.

Other prospects around the Big 
Ten:

Johnny Davis, Wisconsin 
(G): Davis, a likely lottery pick, 
scored No. 15 Wisconsin’s final 
13 points as the Badgers rallied 
for a 74-69 victory at Indiana on 
Tuesday. The 6-foot-5 sophomore 
finished the game with 30 points 
and 12 rebounds.

Jaden Ivey, Purdue (G): Ivey 
is a potential top-five pick and 
likely will be the first Big Ten 
player selected if he chooses to 
enter the draft. The 6-foot-4 soph-
omore is averaging 17.4 points, 5 
rebounds and 3.1 assists heading 
into the fifth-ranked Boilermak-
ers’ Wednesday night game with 
Northwestern.

E.J. Liddell, Ohio State (F): 
Liddell has scored at least 16 
points in six straight games as 
he makes his case for first-round 
consideration. The 6-foot-7 ju-
nior averages 19.9 points, 7.6 re-
bounds and 2.9 assists per game.

Iowa forward Keegan Murray (15) drives around Nebraska guard Trey 
McGowens (2) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball 
game, Sunday, Feb. 13, 2022, in Iowa City, Iowa. PHOTO BY CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Keegan Murray (15) shoots over Nebraska guard Trey McGowens (2) 
during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game, Sunday, 
Feb. 13, 2022, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 98-75. 
PHOTO BY CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Jon’s Take:

Matthew Stafford has already cemented his Hall of Fame case 

by Jon Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

“The ultimate 
team goal, to win a 

Lombardi [Trophy], 
Matthew Stafford 

actually has, and he 
was a huge part of 
winning this Super 

Bowl.”

MICHEAL ROBINSON

GOOD MORNING FOOTBALL

“Yes he’s a [future Hall of Fam-
er], absolutely,” said Michael Rob-
inson on Good Morning Football. 
“The ultimate team goal, to win 
a Lombardi [Trophy], Matthew 
Stafford actually has, and he was 
a huge part of winning this Super 
Bowl.”

Since the buildup to the now ce-
mented Super Bowl-winning run 
from quarterback Matthew Staf-
ford and the Los Angeles Rams, 
sports fans have been debating 
whether the 12-year veteran is 
now a Hall of Famer or if more 
work needs to be done. While 
some like Robinson are in support 
of Stafford, people like Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers safety Richard Sher-
man are not.

“The HOF bar is incredibly low 
now. Like a participation trophy,” 
Sherman tweeted out. “No all-de-
cade team. No All-Pro. No MVP. 
One Pro Bowl. Not even MVP of 
the Super Bowl. Never considered 
the best in any year he played. At 
least [Matt] Ryan had an MVP.”

It’s actually a very interesting 
debate, and after looking at the 
numbers, I can honestly say that 
if Stafford ended his career right 
now, he would find himself among 

the greats in Canton five years 
down the road. Let’s dive in.

Let’s look at the case against 
him first. Sherman raises some 
quality points, namely the acco-
lades (or lack thereof ) that Staf-
ford has acquired in his career. 
The single Pro Bowl nomination 
is probably the most damning, as 
he has as many trips to the contest 
as Mitchell Trubisky. They name 
three players from each confer-
ence every year, and that’s not 
including those who were named 
but declined to play for personal 
reasons.

But here’s the reality of it. Pro 
Bowl voting is not an end-all, be-
all measure of success. Fans com-
prise a third of "the voting base”, 
while players and coaches take 
up the other two-thirds. Being on 
a historically bad franchise like 
Detroit for 11 years doesn’t exactly 
reel in the votes. He’s never fin-
ished the year the best (or even the 
second best, hence the lack of All-
Pro nominations), but Stafford 
has had plenty of years with Pro 
Bowl-caliber numbers. For exam-
ple, let’s take this year. The new 
Rams quarterback finished the 
season third in passing yards, sec-
ond in passing touchdowns, third 
in yards per attempt and sixth in 
passer rating among qualifying 
QBs. His team also had a 12-5 re-

cord and won its division, but no 
Pro Bowl nod.

Sherman was also right that 
Stafford was never really the best 
player during any year he’s been 
active. This is more of a tricky 
subject, but let me ask you this: 
would you vote for someone who 
has been consistently good to 
great his entire career, or a one 
season wonder like Cam Newton? 
I would take the consistent guy 
every day.

Here’s something else to consid-
er, as these are the guys winning 
All-Pro bids for most of Stafford’s 
career: Tom Brady, Aaron Rodg-
ers, Peyton Manning, Drew Brees 
and Philip Rivers — all Hall of 
Fame guys. Should Stafford be 
knocked for playing among the 
game’s best quarterbacks of all 
time? I personally don’t think so.

And look, I get it, theoretically 
you would want your guy to get 
into that conversation for All-Pro, 
because to be a Hall of Famer you 
need to be at the top of the game. 
But I honestly think that his suc-
cesses would’ve been greater had 
he not been the signal-caller for 
the Detroit Lions for most of his 
career. See the success Stafford’s 
had in just one year away on a 
halfway decent franchise. He put 
up MVP-caliber stats and won the 
Super Bowl, beating the defend-

ing champion Bucs along the way.
In that playoff run, Stafford 

didn’t win Super Bowl MVP, and 
deservedly so, as Cooper Kupp 
and Aaron Donald were both 
more worthy of the honor. But 
that doesn’t mean Stafford didn’t 
lead the game winning drive, 
completing six consecutive pass-
es, some of them in tight win-
dows to a double or triple-teamed 
Kupp. For Pete’s sake, he didn’t 
even look for one of them. That’s 
the stuff of legends.

How about his career stats? 
In the regular season, Stafford 
ranks No. 12 of all-time in pass-
ing yards with 49,995, better than 
Canton members Warren Moon 
and Carson Palmer. He was No. 
12 in passing touchdowns with 
323, ahead of Broncos legend John 
Elway. He is No. 11 in completions 
with 4,302, ahead of all three of 
those already-mentioned Hall of 
Famers. The only guys ahead of 
him on those lists, save for maybe 
Eli Manning and Matt Ryan (who 
could also get in), are in the Hall.

Here’s something that isn’t a 
defining stat, but won’t hurt his 
case. In terms of receiving yards, 
here are the two greatest receiv-
ing seasons of all time: Calvin 
Johnson and Cooper Kupp with 
1,964 and 1,947 yards in 16 and 17 
game seasons, respectively. The 

quarterback for both of these re-
ceivers was none other than Mat-
thew Stafford. While Johnson 
did not play often before Stafford 
was selected first overall, Kupp 
crushed personal records in yard-
age and touchdowns in his first 
year away from Lions’ quarter-
back Jared Goff.

If I haven’t made it clear enough, 
Stafford is a passing machine. In-
cluding the postseason, the 12-
year quarterback is now the fast-
est person to reach 50,000 passing 
yards (in terms of games played). 
That’s even more impressive con-
sidering he’s only been to three 
playoff games outside of this run. 
Not Brady, not Rodgers, not Man-
ning, but Stafford.

I’ll leave you with this: there’s a 
major difference between Canton 
and the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
While Cooperstown let in one 
player in the last two years, Can-
ton inducts a minimum of four ev-
ery year, with a maximum of eight. 
A Hall of Fame quarterback like 
Carson Palmer has similar stats to 
Stafford, but he doesn’t have that 
coveted Super Bowl ring. I’m not 
saying he is or will ever be Tom 
Brady or Peyton Manning, but 
he doesn’t need to be. Matthew 
Stafford, ring and all, has done 
enough to enshrine himself forev-
er in Canton.

“No all-decade 
team. No All-Pro. 

No MVP. No MVP. 
One Pro Bowl. Not 

even MVP of the 
Super Bowl. Never 

considered the 
best in any year 

he played. At least 
[Matt] Ryan had an 

MVP.”
RICHARD SHERMAN

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

COMIC BY ANNA IORFINO, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Photo of the Day | The D’Amelio Show: Live from Gampel Pavilion 

The D’Amelio family sits courtside at a UConn men’s basketball game against Seton Hall on Wednesday, Feb. 16. With Connecticut roots, the D’Amelios are a UConn family.  
PHOTO BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Coleumn: Why the Cincinnati Bengals will have 
a second chance at the Super Bowl

by Cole Stefan
STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

The Cincinnati Bengals nearly 
climbed the football mountain 
Sunday. Up 20-16 in the fourth 
quarter, all the Bengals had to 
do was prevent the Rams from 
scoring to have their first ever 
Super Bowl win. Instead, the 
Rams marched down the field, 
snatching the lead on a go-ahead 
Matthew Stafford to Cooper 
Kupp touchdown. The Bengals 

had the opportunity to tie 
things but were stopped 

on fourth down. 
The hopes and 

dreams of Cincinnati 
seeing a Super Bowl 
are out of sight for 
another year, but 

the Bengals will have 
their chance again, 
and soon. While you 
could say this with 
any team that loses 
in a championship 
game, unlike the 
Montreal Cana-
diens (what hap-

pened?), the Ben-
gals not only have a 

lot of hope, but a lot of talent. 
Before I go into greater de-

tail about why the Bengals 
will make it back, I need to 
highlight one thing: The Ben-
gals need to draft an offen-
sive line. They allowed nine 
sacks against the Tennessee 
Titans, a team noted for their 
offensive prowess, and sur-
rendered seven sacks against 

a vicious Rams defense. The 
two defenses may be paral-
lel universes apart, but al-
lowing over six sacks in a 
playoff game shows major 
weaknesses. 

Joe Burrow is the guy 
for Cincinnati. In his 

first full season, Bur-
row threw over 

4,000 yards and 
took home the 

Comeback Play-
er of the Year 

Award. Burrow 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 

kept his cool 

and displayed the talents that 
made him a first overall pick 
every time he stepped onto the 
field. Burrow’s second half in the 
Super Bowl is a statement to his 
grit and determination: It started 
with a 75-yard touchdown pass 
to Tyler Boyd and ended with a 
will to win a ring. With dedica-
tion and superb talent, Burrow 
is bound to win an MVP within 
the next few seasons. 

Ja’Marr Chase rolled heads 
when he was selected fifth over-
all in the draft, with many beg-
ging the Bengals to draft an of-
fensive lineman. Fans and the 
media lost more faith in Chase 
when he struggled in the presea-
son. How did Chase rebound? 
He broke Justin Jefferson’s sin-
gle-season receiving yards re-
cord by a rookie. Winning the 
Offensive Rookie of the Year 
Award helped prove his case as 
to why he will be an elite wide 
receiver for the next 5-10 years in 
the league. 

The Bengals offense was more 
than just Chase and Burrow 
connecting like they did at LSU. 
Second-year wide receiver Tee 
Higgins had a breakout year by 
obtaining 1,000 receiving yards 
of his own. Like Donovan Peo-
ples-Jones on the Cleveland 
Browns, Higgins is a legitimate 
No. 2 receiver option who can 
get the job done if the top choice 
is covered. Boyd also had an 
amazing season with 828 yards, 
making him one of the best No. 
3 receivers in the league. The 
Bengals’ wide receiving corps is 
deep, but don’t forget about CJ 
Uzomah, a spark of energy for 
this youthful Bengals team keep-
ing people on the edge of their 
seats.  

Joe Mixon may be forgotten 
with time, but one thing that will 
not be forgotten is his speed. 
Mixon secured his third career 
1,000-yard season as the Ben-

gals’ primary running back and 
finished third in the league be-
hind Nick Chubb and Jonathan 

Taylor. In addition to his run-
ning abilities, Mixon is a dan-
gerous receiver and passer (as 
proven by his passing TD in the 
Super Bowl), thus giving him an 
all-around game that will strike 
fear into the opposition’s hearts. 

One underappreciated aspect 

was the Bengals’ stout defense. 
Offseason pickups like Chidobe 
Awuzie, Trey Hendrickson and 
Vonn Bell became the vital play-
ers the Bengals needed to pre-
vent the opposition from finding 
the endzone. Hendrickson had 
himself a career year and earned 
a trip to the Pro Bowl after re-
cording 14 sacks. Awuzie and 
Bell were dangerous in the sec-
ondary, with Bell securing the 
interception that led to the Ben-
gals’ AFC-clinching drive. 

Lastly, who can forget about 
Evan McPherson? The fifth 
round pick out of Florida be-
came a household name within 
the span of four months. After 
infamously celebrating a missed 
game-winner against the Pack-
ers in Week Five, McPherson 
missed only two field goals the 
rest of the season, including the 
playoffs, where he made 14. Like 
Daniel Carlson on the Raiders, 
McPherson’s game-winners were 
magical, eliminating teams and 
securing shocking victories with 
outstanding swagger and confi-
dence. Would the Bengals have 
beaten the Chiefs twice without 
him? Probably, but McPherson 
made those wins even better.  

The overall team impressed 
everyone. No one imagined the 
Bengals, a team projected to fin-
ish last in the division, winning 
the AFC North in what could 
have been considered a rebuild-
ing year. The Bengals deserved 
to win a playoff game after 30 
long years, but stunned everyone 
by winning three, including two 
on the road in hostile territories. 
Who imagined the Bengals play-
ing in the Super Bowl this year 
after everything they have been 
through? 

 The 2022 season will not be 
easy. It’s too early to tell which 
matchups will excite the peo-
ple, but the Bengals will play the 
Titans and Patriots on the road 
while hosting the Chiefs and 
Bills. With time, some of those 
games may get slotted into a 
primetime position. The under-
dog mentality is gone, and the 
AFC is a wild place to play, but 
the Bengals are in a great po-
sition. They have their pieces, 
their newly extended head coach 
and a heartbreaking loss on the 
back of their minds. Now that 
they have come close to great-
ness for the first time since the 
1988 season, the Bengals are mo-
tivated to win, and win now. 

After an amazing season like 
no other, I only have one ques-
tion for the Bengals. Who do 
Dey think is going to sleep on the 
Bengals next season?

Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow (9) looks to 
pass against the Los Angeles Rams during the second 
half of the NFL Super Bowl 56 football game Sunday, Feb. 
13, 2022, in Inglewood, Calif. PHOTO BY LYNNE SLADKY/AP PHOTO

Joe Burrow 
is the guy for 
Cincinnati.
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Stratton’s Stand: Four sleepers from college 
basketball that could make noise in March
by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

The Criteria: A “sleeper” is ad-
mittedly a pretty vague term in the 
college basketball world. Ultimately 
it’s pretty subjective. A team ranked 
No. 11 could be a sleeper when dis-
cussing who may make it to the fi-
nal four, but a team ranked No. 300 
could be a sleeper to make March 
Madness by winning its confer-
ence tournament. So let’s set some 
ground rules. On Tuesday, ESPN 
released a men’s bracketology and 
a women’s bracketology, which I 
will use, for all intents and purpos-
es, as “the real bracket” since they 
tend to be pretty accurate. I picked 
two teams from both the men’s and 
women’s side who are 9-16 seeds, 
who I believe have potential to 
make it to the second weekend and 
beyond. These bottom-half teams 

are better than their metrics indi-
cate, so let’s find out which squads 
made the cut. 

MEN’S 
11 San Francisco – The Dons 

seemingly came out of nowhere this 
year and are quickly establishing 
what seems to be a dream season in 
their third year under head coach 
Todd Golden. After a long mix of 
mediocrity and pain for a program 
that hasn’t finished a season in the 
top 65 in the KenPom Era (from 
2002 to present), San Francisco cur-
rently sits at No. 27. Led by Jamaree 
Bouyea (17.9 points, 3.8 assists), the 
Dons have notched several wins, 
notably against Power Five Arizo-
na State and UAB, which are both 
top 50 KenPom squads. They also 
kept competitive with No. 1 Gonza-
ga in a contest decided by just 16 (a 
lot closer than their +25.7 scoring 
margin this year) that the Bulldogs 

ran away with late. According to Joe 
Lunardi, San Francisco would face 
off against LSU in the first round. 
The unranked Tari Eason-led Ti-
gers went through stiff SEC compe-
tition losing six of seven, but have 
since rebounded with two straight 
wins. They would then theoretical-
ly have to play No. 11-overall Texas 
Tech, which had been doing well in 
its first year under Mark Adams, 
losing just six games, with four of 
those coming against current top 
10 squads. The Raiders would pose 
a serious challenge, but the Dons 
would certainly be able to make it a 
game, given the direct comparison 
of Gonzaga, who beat San Francisco 
and Tech by 16 and 14, respectively.  

10 Murray State – The No. 22 
Racers are a really interesting team 
here, lining up as one of the stron-
ger 10 seeds in recent years if Lu-
nardi is correct. After making the 
round of 32 as a 12 seed back in 2019 
thanks to Ja Morant’s heroics, Mur-
ray State had two straight years as 
a sub-100 KenPom team. This year, 
it started out the year as No. 128 in 
KenPom, but has since risen all the 
way to No. 26 and is even ranked in 
the AP poll. It beat a bubble team 
in Memphis on the road and lost 
narrowly to No. 2 Auburn away too. 
The only bizarre mark on their re-
sume is a defeat on a neutral floor to 
ETSU, currently No. 176 in KenPom, 
but everything else fits its makeup. 
In the first round, Lunardi has the 
team playing Marquette, who has 
the most votes of unranked teams. 
The Golden Eagles have lost three 
of their last four, including a flukey 
one to Butler, but are still strong. 
KenPom rates the Racers as a bet-
ter team, so this should not be dif-
ficult win. The next one would be 
against No. 9 Duke, a good, but not 
unbeatable, team. The Blue Devils 
lost twice in their past ten games 
to teams ranked below No. 75 in 
KenPom. If they faced off, perhaps 
Murray State could give Duke its 
fifth defeat of the year. 

WOMEN’S 
10 Princeton – The Tigers are 

listed by Charlie Creme as a No. 
10 seed, meaning that even if they 

don’t come out atop the Ivy League 
tournament next month, they still 
should be in good shape to make 
the tourney, thanks to their 17-4 
record. They collected some early 
season wins that aged terrifically, 
namely against current No. 25 Flor-
ida Gulf Coast and Villanova, who 
just gave UConn its first conference 
loss since leaving and rejoining the 
Big East. With the increased parity 
in women’s college basketball this 
year, Princeton’s recent scorch-
ing-hot run positions the team well 
to beat whichever major conference 
foes it faces. Creme’s bracket would 
have the Tigers playing unranked 
Ole Miss in the first round — a team 
that is 6-5 in the tough SEC — and 
No. 15 Oklahoma — a team that has 
been strong of late, but could be 
less fresh after facing a tough final 
stretch in the Big 12. 

10 DePaul – The strong 10 line 
continues with DePaul, a team that 
has been tested in a strong Big East 
conference. The Blue Demons cur-
rently sit at third place in confer-

ence, largely thanks to the efforts 
of freshman Aneesah Morrow, 
who has exploded onto the nation-
al stage, averaging 20.9 points and 
13.7 rebounds on over 50% shoot-
ing from the field. A team with the 
starpower of a player like Morrow 
always has potential to make a se-
rious run. The Demons don’t have 
a great signature win, with their 
best one coming against then No. 22 
Kentucky, a team that turned out to 
be overrated and is now nowhere to 
be found in any bracket projections. 
To get to the second weekend, De-
Paul would have to beat one of the 
hotter teams in the country right 
now, No. 17 Florida, which had won 
eight of its last nine games, with 
five coming against ranked compe-
tition. DePaul would then have to 
play Michigan, a team that has been 
strong, but just lost two straight 
games to unranked opponents who 
are rated worse than the Blue De-
mons. 

Roundtable: Who is your favorite Olympian?

       Usain Bolt
Did you really think that I 

was going to leave out the greatest 
sprinter of our time? Bolt, the Jamaican sen-

sation, participated in three Olympic games and 
impressed the crowd every time he did. Whenever 

he participated in an Olympic sprinting event, you 
knew Bolt was going to win it, as proven by his perfect 

record. He suffered only one disqualification on the 2008 
4x100 team, but won gold in every other event he par-
ticipated in. There’s no other person in history that will 
be as successful as he was, especially since he’s the only 
person to win the 100 and 200 meter dashes in three 
Olympic games. His trademark pose following every 

race will go down in history as one of the best of 
all time. If Michael Phelps is the legend of the 

Olympic sea, then Bolt is the legend of the 
Olympic land.

- Cole Stefan, Staff Writer

It’s Olympic season! In the midst of the winter games, several athletes take the world’s biggest stage. Some for the first time, and some for the last time. Between the Summer and Winter 
Olympics, the world has seen a great deal of talent from various countries over the years. Thus raises the question, who is the greatest Olympian of all time? The DC Sports writers each have 
their takes:

 
Michael Phelps

As the most decorated Olym-
pian of all time with a whopping 28 

medals, 23 of which are gold, I can safely 
say that Phelps is a pretty easy pick. To put into 

perspective how crazy that is, the closest Olym-
pian to Phelps’ 28 career medals is former Soviet 

Union gymnast Larisa Latynina with 14. Phelps dom-
inated his competition in a way that no one will ever 
forget. Whether it was the 200m butterfly or the 400m 
medley, Phelps routinely grabbed gold medals like he 
was taking candy from a baby. This wasn’t just a few 
years of greatness either, as the swimmer had an ab-

solutely legendary Olympic career from 2000-16. If 
you want to put a picture in the dictionary next 

to greatness, Phelps is a top contender for 
that spot and nobody can deny that.

- Evan Rodridguez, Staff Writer

       Shaun White
When asked to pick my favorite 

Olympian of all time, how could I not go 
with Shaun White? The Michael Jordan of the 

halfpipe, this guy has been to five Olympic Winter 
Games, and every time he’s hit the podium he’s been 

on top. Like Phelps and Bolt, he is must-watch television 
when he takes the stage. After a brutal fourth place finish in 
Sochi in 2014, he came into Pyeongchang with a vengeance, 
landing back-to-back 1440s in his final run to take home his 
record third halfpipe gold. Outside of the halfpipe, White is 
a legend as well, with his iconic line “I’m talking Mountain 
Dews, baby!” delivered when asked about getting drinks 

to celebrate his first medal. While we’ve just seen the 
last of White at the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics, 

he will forever remain my favorite Olympian of 
all time due to how he transcended snow-

boarding.
-  Jon Synott,  Sports 

Editor

 Muhammad Ali
My pick is someone I did not get 

to witness live, but was fortunate enough 
to read about and watch videos of his greatness 

in the boxing ring — Muhammad Ali. As someone 
who transcended the sport of boxing, Ali reached peo-

ple as a role model and hero. Also known as Cassius Clay, 
Ali went to the 1960 Rome Games at only 18 years old and 
competed in the light heavyweight division. He won all four 
of his fights easily defeating three time champion Zbigniew 
Pietrzykowski in the final to win the gold medal. After com-
peting in the Olympics, Ali turned professional and won the 
heavyweight championship in 1964. In 1996, Ali was chosen 

to light the flame during the Opening Ceremony of the 
Atlanta Olympic Games. Even though he has passed 

away, his contribution to the world and the sport 
of boxing will live on forever. 

- Xander Serrano, Campus 
Correspondent

    Lindsey Vonn
Being asked to pick my favor-

ite Olympian of all time was not an easy 
task. In the end, I had to pick one of the great-

est downhill skiers to hit the slopes. Lindsey Vonn 
was fascinating to watch during her performances, 

not only at the Winter Games but throughout her entire 
career, collecting many World Cup titles, world champi-
onship medals and Olympic medals. Watching highlights 
from the start of her career in 2000 at the age of 16 is still 
exhilarating to this day. Although she suffered multiple 
scary injuries throughout her career, she stayed resilient 
and continued to fight for the many titles she earned. Her 

feel-good career story, along with her three Olympic 
medals, cements Vonn as one of the greatest ski-

ers of all time and with that, one of the greatest 
Olympians to grace the sport of skiing.

- Joseph Cirrito IV, Campus 
Correspondent

The USF Dons play the Portland Pilots at the War Memorial Gymnasium 
in San Francisco, Calif. Dons won 75-50. 
PHOTO BY CHRIS M. LEUNG/USF DONS ATHLETICS

Sydney Stipanovich (13) of the Penn Quakers grabs a rebound during a 
game against the Princeton Tigers at The Palestra during the champi-
onship final of the Ivy League Women’s Basketball Tournament on Mar. 
12, 2017 in Philadelphia, Pa. The Penn Quakers won 57-48.  
PHOTO BY HUNTER MARTIN/GETTY IMAGES
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Tim
@TimFromUConn
Taylor Swift deserves better than 
Providence Fans

BigLarryForearm
@BigLarryBabyArm
Gampel better be loud today!! Look-
ing for you @UConnStudents to bring 
it! Just win #UConn #bleedblue

 

 
UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Men’s basketball 
Wednesday

70 65

 

Women’s Ice Hockey: Friday, 
6 p.m.

Storrs, CT

vs.

Men’s Ice Hockey: Friday, 7:05 p.m.
XL Center

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s Golf: Huskies finish fourth in Advance Golf 
Partners Collegiate

The UConn men’s golf team 

son, tying him with sophomore 
Caleb Manuel for the team lead. 
This season, Nelson has finished 
in the top 10 three times and in 
the top 20 five times. 

Sophomore Tommy Dallahan 
finished second on the team be-
hind Nelson with a score of 217 
and a three-day total of 74-71-72. 
Overall, Dallahan tied for elev-
enth place in tournament play 
with his one-over par. It was 
Dallahan’s best finish this sea-
son and his third top 20 finish.  

Manuel finished third on the 
team with a score of 221, equal-
ing an aggregate score of 72-76-
73, good for five-over par. At the 
tourney’s end, Manuel was tied 
for No. 23 out of the 121 partici-
pants after his play on day three 
catapulted him from the No. 30 
spot. 

Rounding out the team play 
were freshman Trevor Lopez 
and sophomore Jimmy Paradise, 
who finished with scores of 229 
and 231, good enough to finish at 
No. 55 and No. 65, respectively. 
Playing as an individual, senior 
Nick Hampoian finished with a 
score of 235 to place at No. 88. 

The Huskies’ next tournament 
will take place from March 7-8 
when they will compete in the 
Donald Ross Collegiate Classic 
at the Mid Pines Golf Club in 
Southern Pines, North Carolina.

Women’s Lacrosse: No. 23 Huskies escape season 
opener scare at Fairfield

On Wednesday, the No. 23 
UConn women’s lacrosse squad 
journeyed across the Connecticut 
River and over to Fairfield Uni-
versity for a midday clash. After 
a back and forth thriller, the Hus-
kies came out on top, winning by 
a score of 12-10.  

Huskies’ Preseason All Amer-
ican senior Sydney Watson 
demonstrated why she deserves 
that title right from the jump, 
netting a quick solo goal in the 
first four minutes of action. Wat-
son maneuvered from the base-
line to the center to get the score, 
demonstrating her craftiness 
early.  

The Fairfield Stags weren’t 
intimidated though, with Rylee 
Harrell and Elizabeth Talluto 
combining for a pair of goals to 
take the lead. UConn junior Kyra 
Place responded with her own 
goal on a free possession just a 
moment later to wrap up the first 
quarter, tying things at 2-2.  

Fairfield’s Amanda Kozak got 
her third score on the season to 
regain the advantage just four 
minutes into the second. Less 
than two minutes later, senior 
Stephanie Palmucci got in on the 
act, with a nice goal off of a Wat-
son feed. Watson netted another 
just 22 seconds later, furthering 
the back and forth nature of the 
contest with another lead change.  

With just over a minute left in 
the period, Watson got her sec-
ond assist of the day on a beau-
tiful inside dish to fellow senior 

Lia LaPrise, extending the lead 
to 5-3. Kozak added a solo score 
just a half-minute later, just be-
fore junior Husky Kate Schaffer 
brought the advantage to 6-4 to 
end the half.  

Watson got the second half go-
ing in just the first minute with 
another unassisted goal, giving 
her the first Husky hat trick of 
the campaign. That sparked a 
monster Stag run though, with 
Fairfield netting four goals over 
the course of the next five min-
utes. The three-score Husky lead 
suddenly evaporated, and they 
soon found themselves in a one-

goal hole. The maturity and age 
of this Husky team is what makes 
it so strong though, with reliable 
seniors who can help dig their 
way out of trouble. LaPrise and 
Grace Coon proved their leader-
ship skills as seniors, with Coon 
finding LaPrise to tie things up at 
the tail end of the third quarter. 

Coon opened up the final pe-
riod with a great dodge, which 
she followed with her first score 
of the year at an opportune time, 
giving the Huskies their first lead 
since the early third quarter. It 
took less than three minutes for 
Stags’ Elizabeth Talluto to even 

things up again, but Coon deliv-
ered another just 25 seconds later 
to take the lead back.  

Talluto once again responded 
just 49 ticks later, but Coon gave 
UConn its fifth and final lead 
of the contest, completing her 
clutch hat trick that saw all goals 
scored in the fourth. The Huskies 
packed it in for the final seven 
minutes of play, with the cherry 
on top being Sydney Watson’s 
dagger with 45 seconds left to put 
things out of reach for good, win-
ning 12-10.  

Overall, this was a solid effort 
for the Huskies in a contest that 

allowed them to shake off some 
rust. Watson looked like the clear 
best player on the field, scoring 
four goals to go along with a pair 
of assists, nearly doubling the 
shot total of the next best player.  

Senior goalkeeper Landyn 
White also played well, collect-
ing 11 saves in a full-game effort, 
making key plays when the Hus-
kies needed her to. Things don’t 
get any easier for UConn, as they 
will make the trip to Glencoe, 
Maryland for a semi-away match-
up against No. 13 James Madison 
this Saturday at 1 p.m.

by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

Sydney Watson (11) cradles the ball down the field during a game against UMass Amherst on Sunday, Mar. 7 2021. The Huskies won, 12-11 in 
OT.  FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

participated in the three-day 
Advance Golf Partners Colle-
giate from Sunday to Tuesday 
at Hammock Creek Golf Club in 
Palm City, Florida, where it fin-
ished fourth out of 21 teams. 

The Huskies were behind 
tournament winner North 
Carolina Greensboro, second 
place Creighton and third place 
George Mason. 

As a team, the Huskies fin-
ished 17-over par with a three-
day total of 881. The team shot a 
289 on day one, a 298 on Day Two 
and concluded with a 294 on day 
three. Their best score of any day 
came on day one, when the Hus-
kies’ score of 289 resulted in the 
team finishing just one-over par. 
Their day two score of 298 tied 
the team for the third-best score 
of the day - their highest placing 
on any day during the tourna-
ment. 

Senior Jared Nelson paced 
UConn with a team-best score of 
216, as he finished even for par 
and placed eighth out of 121 tour-
nament participants. His three-
day score came to 70-73-73, as he 
played to the tune of two-under 
par on day one and one-over par 
on days two and three. His play 
marked the third time that Nel-
son has regulated pace for UCo-
nn in tournament play this sea-

by Nick Spinali
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT

Caleb Manuel, a Topsham native who golfs at the University of Connecticut, won the Downeast Metro Ama-
teur Golf Tournament on Sunday, June 13, 2021. He set a tournament record by shooting a 129. 
PHOTO BY LARRY MAHONEY/BDN
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