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CONFIRMED 2022 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 6:07 p.m. on Mar. 2

*positive test results

70

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

221

Wednesday, March 2, 2022

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

277

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

University Senate approves next
steps for new common curriculum
by Dylan Champagne
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.champagne@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut
Senate has approved the next steps
for a new common curriculum for
all undergraduate students. Senator
Suzanne Wilson, representing the
Education department and Educational Curriculum and Instruction,
started off the special Senate meeting summarizing the past six years
of work put into the new proposed
common curriculum.
“Current gen ed requirements
were put in place in 1985 with major
and minor changes made along the
way,” Wilson said during the Senate
meeting. “What we present this afternoon is the fleshed-out vision of a
common curriculum for leadership
and global citizenship at the University of Connecticut, the product
of six years of on-going and broadly inclusive deliberation, informed
by national data and UConn stakeholders’ expertise and concerns.”
Some recent changes to the common curriculum include the multiculturalism content area and
the environmental competency
additions. Some of the current required competencies for all UConn
students, including a writing area
(W), a quantitative area (Q), and a
language requirement, will not be
changed in the proposed common
curriculum plan. Instead, the content areas will be refined, along
with the Environmental Literacy

Undergraduate students attend student-led meeting about the societal views on masculinity in Oak
Hall on March 19, 2019.
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

competency.
“The new vision is intended to
build on the extensive organization learning that has gone to the
current general education curriculum, while also challenging us to
re-envision a gen-ed curriculum
that reflects our commitment to
be forward looking, responsive to
students, and increasingly flexible
,while maintaining high scholarly
standards, and to offer relevant,
challenging coursework that empowers students with a strong
sense of moral, ethical and social
responsibility and the capacity to be
proactive in a world that desperate-

ly need them,” Wilson said.
The topics of inquiry (TOI), a revamp of the current content areas,
include in its current form: creativity: design, expression, innovation
(TOI-1), cultural dimensions of human experiences (TOI-2), diversity,
equity, and social justice (TOI-3),
environmental literacy (TOI-4), individual values and social institutions (TOI-5), and science and empirical inquiry (TOI-6).
If this new plan is further approved, students must pass at least
a total of 21 credits between the six
“topics of inquiries”, with at least
three credits of coursework in each

of them. Students must still complete at least one laboratory course,
now included in TOI-6. There are
other rules and regulations students must follow as well, similar
to the current content areas, which
can be viewed in the email sent to all
students last week.
Senator Thomas Long, representing Nursing Instruction and
Research, said the new common
curriculum is a “living” one. He
noted there needed to be continued improvement on how to gauge
what a student should have to get
out of each “topic of inquiry”. It also
means the naming of the groups

and other aspects may change if further approved in the next meeting.
Areas of criticism about the
new plan raised by Senator Masha Gordina, representing CLAS/
Mathematics, and Senator Jeffery
McCutcheon, representing Engineering/Chemical & Biomolecular
Engineering, revolve around resource-allocation and over complication of the gen-ed system.
Access to these “new” required
class areas at regional campuses
was also cited as a potential problem. The issue would be if regional
campuses, which have less class variety, would be able to suit all these
new “topics of inquiry.” No concrete
answer was given, but hybrid and
online courses were proposed as a
potential solution. Senator Manuela Wagner, representing CLAS/Literatures, Cultures, and Languages
said, “planning would come with
the implementation task force”.
The entire meeting, which lasted
more than three hours, proposed
minor amendments to the current
plan along with amendments to the
proposed amendments. The entire
plan passed by a vote of 41-10, with
two abstentions.
“The next step will be for the Curricula and Courses Committee to
draft an implementation plan that
will include a fiscal impact report,”
Carl Lejuez, Provost and Executive
Vice President for Academic Affairs wrote in his announcement
last week.

Record-setting 40,000 apply to Class of 2026

The University of Connecticut Storrs campus was filled with interested students on Open House on
Sunday, Oct. 1, 2017. UConn expects to enroll 3,900 students for the Class of 2026.
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Aiza Shaikh
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More than 40,000 graduating
high school students applied to
the University of Connecticut’s
Class of 2026, marking a record
high for the university.
The university released admissions decisions to students
this past weekend. According to
a UConn Today article published
last week, the university expects
to enroll 3,900 in its first-year
class.
In recent years, there has been

For more...

a trend of rising application
numbers for the university. This
year’s record number of applications follows uncertainty regarding the pandemic, changes in the
economy and the nationwide and
regional decline in the number of
high school graduates.
“Although those demographic trends have posed challenges
for higher education on a broader scale, UConn’s reputation for
quality has helped it capture a
larger portion of that shrinking
applicant pool without compromising on its academic rigor,”

dailycampus.com

the article read.
Aside from the 3,900 students
who were offered admission to
the Storrs campus, 1,625 others are expected to enroll at the
Hartford, Stamford, Waterbury
and Avery Point campuses combined. For these regional campuses, applications will continue
to be accepted through May 1.
850 transfer students from other colleges and universities are
also expected to enroll at UConn,
145 of which will be enrolling in
the Spring 2023 semester.
University
spokesperson

The_DailyCampus

The_DailyCampus

Stephanie Reitz noted that,while
the expected number of applicants might not match the actual
number of students who choose
to enroll at UConn, the university is confident that subsequent
classes will continue to show talent and diversity.
“We won’t know specifics
about the final size and demographic makeup of the new class
until the deadline has passed to
accept admissions offers, but the
applications give us confidence
that the next group of students
will be as talented and diverse as
those that have come before it,”
Reitz said in an email.
This was UConn’s second year
of its three-year pilot test-optional policy, meaning students
could choose whether or not
to submit their SAT and ACT
scores as part of their application to the university. Last fall,
65% of first-year students applied without test scores.
According to the article, the
university has found that “while
students who score very highly
on the SAT and ACT tend to be
successful at very high levels,
the scores are not correlated to
success at other ranges.”
Historically, the university
has seen 77% of the student body
from Connecticut, the remaining
23% being out-of-state or international students. This trend
is expected to “continue in the
coming academic year and into
the foreseeable future,” according to the article.
Reitz emphasized the signifThe Daily Campus
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icance that alumni and current
students’ experiences at UConn
have on high school graduates’
decisions to apply to the university.
“We know applicants are
drawn to UConn because of its
academics and research opportunities, but we also know that
the experiences of current students and alumni can play into
their decision,” said Reitz.

“The word-ofmouth on UConn
is strong, and we
hear consistently
from new firstyear students that
they picked the
University because
they knew others
who attended
UConn and loved it,
whether it’s older
siblings, friends,
their parents,
or even their
grandparents.”
STEPHANIE REITZ,
UCONN SPOKESPERSON

Tweet of the Day
Charlie @peglercharlie
UConn will win the national
championship in men’s and
womens’s basketball according
to my aunt Patty. It’s that easy
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Interim Eco-Husky President
speaks on climate activism journey
by Laura Augenbraun
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
laura.augenbraun@uconn.edu

Chase Mack, a sixth semester
environmental science and political science major and a history
and environmental ethics and
policy minor at the University
of Connecticut, is a paid intern
at the UConn Office of Sustainability, as well as the interim
president and vice president of
EcoHusky. He spoke about his
experiences attending the United Nations Climate Change Conference and how they relate to
his climate activism.
EcoHusky, according to UConntact, is a club dedicated to
teaching students about their interactions with the environment
and how these interactions are
different from others who may
not have access to similar resources throughout the world.
Mack said his interest in the
environment began in high
school and stemmed from his interest in international relations.
He said he has been heavily dedicated to learning about the political views of different countries, and this slowly turned into
knowing where each respective
country stands on environmental issues.
“Around maybe 15 I was awakening to the idea of a climate crisis,” Mack said during an in-per-

son interview.
Mack said he found his curiosity and advocacy for the environment while having a conversation with his father about the
detrimental effects plastic items
have on the planet. He said he
then slowly began to research
renewable energy and ways to
create change through policy.
Once at UConn, Mack took
two classes that inspired him to
deepen his involvement with the
environment on campus: ANTH
1010E, Global Climate Change
and Human Societies, and NRE
1000E, Environmental Science.
As well as working with EcoHusky, Mack said he’s had several remarkable experiences related to climate activism, like going
to the November 2021 United
Nations Climate Change Conference held in Glasgow, Scotland.
Mack said his pass to the climate summit was donated to him
by Linda Mearns, a geologist and
climate scientist who has written
many reports about the environment, including a Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
that won a Nobel Peace Prize in
2007, according to IPCC.
While there, Mack said he
aimed to document his experience and was able to write about
seven pages in just his first two
days there. He explained how
there was always so much going

on that he did not want to forget
any details or experiences.
“I don’t know, it’s like a little
story. It was such a rush of emotions, you didn’t get a moment to
sit. You don’t sit at this conference,” Mack said.
Mack said he was able to meet
a large number of politicians
including Barack Obama, Gov.
David Ige of Hawaii, Gov. Kate
Brown of Oregon, Gov. J.B. Pritzker of Illinois and Gov. Jay Inslee
of Washington.
In addition to politicians,
Mack also met some well-known
climate activists such as poet and
activist Emtithal Mahmoud and
chief executive officer at Rwanda
Green Fund Teddy Mugabo.
During the conference, Mack
said he had sat at the Rwanda booth for two hours talking
about private finances for climate mitigation and climate adaptation.
“The cool thing about Rwanda
is they banned single use plastic
items in 2018. They banned plastic bags in 2010. They’re ahead of
the US, since the United States
has a fascination with it [plastic],” Mack said.
Mack said he also conversed
with those representing Burundi
because he knows some French
and ended up helping translate
for them for two days of the conference. He saw protests out-

Fridays for Future, UCCO, EcoHusky and UConn UNCHAINED
organize an environmental rally on divestment from fossil fuels on
Nov. 5, 2021
PHOTOGRAPH BY CONNER CARIDAD VIA UCONN FILE

side the conference while coming and leaving, and listened to
the communications officer for
the World Health Organization
speak along with the leader of
Fridays for Future South Africa.
“I think I was living off a high
for the moment. I enjoyed it because I really focused on going to
more nations you wouldn’t really think about,” Mack said.
After he finishes his studies at
UConn, Mack said he plans on

going to law school and graduating with a joint degree in environmental law and a masters
in environmental management.
After that he hopes to work for
the Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection here
in Connecticut.
At the end of the day there’s
not enough awareness of the environmental field, or not enough
people care about it, and I don’t
hope for the latter,” Mack said.

Southern Baptist Convention president won’t seek 2nd term

Pastor Ed Litton, of Saraland, Ala., answers questions after being
elected president of the Southern Baptist Convention Tuesday,
June 15, 2021, in Nashville. On Tuesday, March 1, 2022, Litton announced he will break with tradition and not seek a second term
in the top office.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK HUMPHRE/AP FILE

( AP ) — Ed Litton, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention, the
largest Protestant denomination in
the United States, announced Tuesday he will break with tradition and
not seek a second term in the top convention role.
Litton, who narrowly fended off
an ultraconservative candidate with
his 2021 victory, said he plans to
spend the next decade promoting
racial reconciliation at the local level,
something he thinks is best done “as a
pastor and not from the office of pres-

ident of the SBC.”
In a short video message Tuesday,
he spoke of his plans to bridge the racial divide through “gospel-based racial reconciliation.” He noted the genesis for his racial reconciliation work
was in the days after Michael Brown,
an 18-year-old Black man, was shot
and killed by a white police officer in
Ferguson, Missouri.
Litton, the pastor of Redemption
Church in Alabama, said a group of
Christians who convened in Mobile
after Brown’s killing, has continued
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to meet at a local car dealership and
has grown in membership over the
years.
“We’ve taken the message of reconciliation to our local community and
are continuing to try and shrink the
racial divide,” he said.
Litton’s announcement comes after a tumultuous year when the SBC
dealt with heated internal debates
about the role of women in ministry,
the concept of systemic racism and
several allegations of mishandled
sexual abuse claims.
Last year in Nashville, Tennessee, Litton had prevailed in a runoff
against Georgia pastor Mike Stone to
become the SBC president, winning
52% of the votes among more than
15,000 delegates at a meeting roiled
by controversy and a power play by
the denomination’s ultraconservative
wing.
Speaking to The Associated Press
on Tuesday, Litton said he believes
the SBC will “make the right decision” when the time comes to pick
his successor. He acknowledged concerns about the possibility of an ultraconservative candidate winning the
presidency and taking the denomination further right.
“Of course, it’s a concern,” he said.
“But I believe someone will rise who
is a good candidate. And I believe
Southern Baptists will make the right

choice.”
Not running for re-election was a
challenging decision, Litton said.
“I had every expectation of serving my term,” he said. “But this is
a unique moment in history for the
SBC. We are dealing with two important issues – sexual abuse and racial reconciliation.”
Litton believes he has accomplished his goals as president. He
appointed a task force to investigate
how sexual abuse allegations were
handled. The task force is expected
to release a report shortly before the
convention’s national gathering slated for June 12-15 in Anaheim, California. During the meeting, Litton said,
he will lay out a strategy whereby
churches can begin the process of
reconciliation at the local level.
“Southern Baptists at our best are
grassroots people,” he said. “This
movement for racial reconciliation
should be a grassroots movement.”
His own strategy to promote racial
reconciliation locally will involve a
“simple three-step process that anyone in the church can start in the
community,” Litton said.
“It focuses on getting to know one
another, finding what we have in
common and celebrating our differences,” he said. “The next step would
be to have times of assembly and to
ask God to move us closer to each oth-
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er. And finally, we need to go into our
communities and serve their needs.”
In his video message Tuesday, Litton acknowledged that “it’s been a
difficult year” and took responsibility
for “mistakes made in the preparation
and delivery of particular sermons,” a
reference to accusations of plagiarism
for which Litton apologized in the initial days of his presidency.
On Feb. 22, during a meeting in
Nashville, the SBC’s Executive Committee offered a public apology and a
confidential monetary settlement to
sexual abuse survivor Jennifer Lyell,
who was mischaracterized by the denomination’s in-house news service
as having had an inappropriate relationship with her seminary teacher
when she decided to go public with
her story in March 2019.
During that meeting, Litton emphasized the seriousness of the sex
abuse investigation.
“People’s lives have been damaged,
hurt and ruined,” he said during the
Feb. 22 meeting. “We all need to remain sober, yet determined, about
this.”
Litton concluded his video message Tuesday by urging members of
the SBC to focus on the important
tasks that lie ahead, including being
prepared to act in June on the report
that will be delivered by the sexual
abuse task force.
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Activism grows nationwide in response to school book ban
NEW YORK (AP) — Until a year
ago, Stephana Ferrell’s political activism was limited to the occasional
letter to elected officials.
Then came her local school board
meeting in Orange County, Florida
and an objection raised to Maia Kobabe’s graphic novel “Gender Queer:
A Memoir.” And the county’s decision last fall to remove it from high
school shelves.
“By winter break, we realized this
was happening all over the state and
needed to start a project to rally parents to protect access to information
and ideas in school,” says Ferrell, a
mother of two. Along with fellow
Orange County parent Jen Cousins,
she founded the Florida Freedom
to Read Project, which works with
existing parent groups statewide on
a range of educational issues, including efforts to “keep or get back books
that have gone under challenge or
have been banned.”
Over the past year, book challenges and bans have reached levels not
seen in decades, according to officials
at the American Library Association,
the National Coalition Against Censorship (NCAC) and other advocates
for free expression. Censorship efforts have ranged from local communities such as Orange County and a
Tennessee school board’s pulling Art
Spiegelman’s graphic novel “Maus,”

to statewide initiatives.
“There are some books with
pornography and pedophilia that
should absolutely be removed from
K through 12 school libraries,” says
Yael Levin, a spokeswoman for No
Left Turn in Education, a national group opposed to what it calls a
“Leftist agenda” for public schools
that has called on Attorney General Merrick Garland to investigate
the availability of “Gender Queer”
among other books. “Now we’re
not talking about a public library or
bookstores. We’re talking about K
through 12 school libraries, books
that are just pornographic and with
pedophilic content.”
According to PEN America, which
has been tracking legislation around
the country, dozens of bills have been
proposed that restrict classroom
reading and discussion. Virtually
all of the laws focus on sexuality, gender identity or race. In Missouri, a
bill would ban teachers from using
the “1619 Project,” the New York
Times magazine issue which centers
around slavery in American history
and was released last fall as a book.
The responses have come from
organizations large and small, and
sometimes from individuals such
as Ferrell.
The American Civil Liberties
Union, PEN America and the NCAC

Missouri mulls ban on
transgender athletes
in female sports
COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — Missouri lawmakers on Tuesday took
up a bill to ban transgender girls
and women from competing in female only sports, an issue that has
become flashpoint this election
year.
The proposal, debated in a Senate education committee, would
only apply to transgender girls and
women. Transgender boys and
men would still be allowed to compete against other males.
Students who feel like they’ve
been hurt by a violation of the bill
would be able to sue schools or
sports organizations.
Republican proponents are
pitching the bill, nicknamed the
Save Women’s Sports Act, as a way
to protect female athletes. Backers
told committee members that men
are naturally more physically capable, so it’s unfair for transgender
girls and women to compete in female only sports.
Republican Sen. Rick Brattin
said even with hormone blockers,
transgender girls still have an advantage.
“When you’re talking transgender (fe)males playing in a female
sport, that competitive edge still exists,” he said.
Democrats and other critics

pushed back against the argument
that the legislation would do anything to help women’s sports.
Lori Lindsey, who played on the
U.S. women’s soccer team when
they won Olympic gold in 2012, told
lawmakers that the top issues facing women and girls in sports include unequal pay, sexual assault,
and lack of enforcement of Title IX
protections against discrimination.
She said transgender athletes participating hasn’t been an issue.
“This bill, like so many others
across the country, is seeking to
solve a problem that simply doesn’t
exist,” Lindsey said. “I’ve been on
the frontlines of the fight for gender
equity in sport for a long time, and
I am sick and tired of transgender
youth being unfairly targeted.”
At least 10 other GOP-led states
have adopted bans on transgender
athletes competing in school sports
that match their gender identity,
and Indiana lawmakers sent such
a ban to Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb on Tuesday.
The role of transgender athletes in sports is gaining traction
as a GOP talking point across the
country this election year. Political
observers say it’s a classic strategy
of finding a “wedge issue” that motivates a political base.

This combination of photos shows promotional art for NBC News
podcasts, from left, “Rachel Maddow Presents Bag Man,” about former Vice President Spiro Agnew, and “Southlake,” a series about a
Texas community’s debates over the teaching of racial issues in public schools. NBC News is making an ambitious push into the podcast
market, with audio series on conspiracy theories, the British royalty
and legacy of Title IX in scholastic athletics planned in the next few
months. PHOTOGRAPH BY ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP FILE
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have been working with local activists, educators and families around
the country, helping them “to prepare for meetings, to draft letters and
to mobilize opposition,” according
to PEN America’s executive director, Suzanne Nossel. The CEO of
Penguin Random House, Markus
Dohle, has said he will personally
donate $500,000 for a book defense
fund to be run in partnership with
PEN. Hachette Book Group has announced “emergency donations” to
PEN, the NCAC and the Authors
Guild.
Legal action has been one strategy. In Missouri, the ACLU filed suit
in federal court in mid-February to
prevent the Wentzville school district from removing such books as
“Gender Queer,” Nobel laureate Toni
Morrison’s “The Bluest Eye” and
Keise Laymon’s memoir “Heavy.”
The civil liberties union has also filed
open records requests in Tennessee
and Montana over book bans, and a
warning letter in Mississippi against
what it described as the “unconstitutionality of public library book
bans.”
Vera Eidelman, staff attorney
with the ACLU Speech, Privacy and
Technology Project, cited the U.S.
Supreme Court’s 1982 ruling declaring that “local school boards may not
remove books from school library

This cover image released
by Oni Press shows “Gender
Queer” by Maia Kobabe. Officials in Orange County, Florida
decided to remove the book
from high school shelves and
an objection raised during a
local school board meeting last
fall.
PHOTOGRAPHB BY ONI PRESS/AP FILE

This cover image released by
One World shows “The 1619
Project: A New Origin Story,”
which expands upon the New
York Times Magazine publication from 2019 that centers
the country’s history around
slavery and led to a Pulitzer for
commentary for the project’s
creator, Nikole Hannah-Jones.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ONE WORLD/AP FILE

shelves simply because they dislike
the ideas contained in those books.”
The tricky area, Eidelman acknowledged, is that schools officials are allowed to ban books for reasons other
than not approving of the viewpoints
the books express. Officials might
determine, for instance, that the book

is too profane or vulgar.
“The problem is just that often our
definitions, for example, of vulgarity
or age appropriateness, are for lack
of a better word, mushy, and they
can also hide or be used as pretext
for viewpoint-based decisions by the
government,” she said.

NEW MEXICO GOV. SIGNS EDUCATION BILLS, $10K TEACHER RAISE
SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — New
Mexico’s governor signed law four
bills into law that will increase
funding for education, including
major hikes to teacher salaries.
Democrat Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham held the ceremony Tuesday outdoors at an elementary
school in Santa Fe, following the
passage of the bills by the Legislature last month.
Flanked by schoolchildren and
the national leader of a teacher’s
union, she signed one bill that will
increase teacher and counselor salary minimums by $10,000.
“We have to pay our educators a
salary that is commensurate with
their incredible ... experience, education and the fact that they are
working more than full time supporting their students,” Lujan
Grisham said.
Currently, teachers make at
least $40,000 when they start out,
$50,000 after additional training
and experience, and $60,000 when

they pass an intensive master
teacher certification.
Increases in teacher pay and
benefits come as the state seeks to
fill 1,000 teaching positions, with
about 5% of classrooms short a
licensed educator. Stopgap measures have ranged from having
teaching assistants run classes
to deploying around 80 National
Guard soldiers to serve as substitutes.
Starting teachers and counselors
earning a minimum salary would
benefit the most, with a 22% raise.
The teacher raise bill faced no
opposition in the Legislature last
month, and Lujan Grisham mentioned at least one Republican lawmaker in a long list of thank-yous.
Many school workers, from
nurses to janitors to those who
already earn more than the minimum, won’t benefit from that measure. But Lujan Grisham is expected to sign another bill that, after
deducting increases in minimum

salaries, will ensure all school
workers at least 7% more than income than they earn now.
Grisham, who is running for
reelection this year, is also set to
approve a $15 minimum wage for
school and state workers.
At the elementary school, Lujan
Grisham also signed bills aimed
at supporting teachers in training and luring retirees back to the
classroom.
A teacher training program will
increase to $35,000 a salary for
aspiring teachers serving in classrooms during their final year of
school. It also creates a stipend for
teachers and principals who work
with them as mentors.
A third bill she signed adds $100
million to a teacher pension fund
over three years. A fourth bill
makes it easier for teachers to return to the classroom after they retire, reducing the cooling-off period
from one year to just three months,
the length of a summer break.

NBC News, known for TV, makes
aggressive podcasting push
NEW YORK (AP) — NBC News
is making an ambitious push into the
podcast market, with audio series on
conspiracy theories, the British royalty and legacy of Title IX in scholastic athletics planned in the next few
months.
Bonus episodes of two popular recent podcasts, “Southlake” and the
“Dateline” spinoff “The Thing About
Pam,” are also being released in early
March.
NBC News was tied for 11th in Edison Research’s list of top podcast
networks by reach, the only company
that is known primarily as a television
news broadcaster in the company’s
top 18. NBC News said the audience
for its podcasts in 2021 grew by 19%
over the year before.
“One of our biggest priorities continues to be generating original, distinctive reporting and pushing out across
a variety of platforms,” said NBC
News President Noah Oppenheim.
“Podcasts are a new format for us to
play in, but it’s rooted in the same fundamentals that drive all of our work.”
NBC’s podcast unit began with two
people in 2018 and now has more than
a dozen people devoted to the form. It
was a key moment when one of the
network’s most popular personalities,
MSNBC host Rachel Maddow, delivered the podcast “Bag Man” about
former Vice President Spiro Agnew,
which is now being made into a movie.
Maddow is currently on hiatus from
her daily MSNBC show, in part to
work on another podcast. Neither she
nor Oppenheim would reveal what it’s
about. (Maddow is expected to appear
on MSNBC during coverage of major

events.)
“Southlake” is touted as an example
of how NBC used its experience as a
news division to create a podcast. The
series about a Texas community’s debates over the teaching of racial issues
in public schools began when one of
the network’s regional reporters, Mike
Hixenbaugh, noted what was going on
there and produced a digital feature
about it. He teamed with correspondent Antonia Hylton to turn it into a
podcast.
The more reporters NBC has embedded in communities, the better the
chance it has to find such stories, Oppenheim said.
“People like the investigations,” said
Madeleine Haeringer, an NBC News
senior vice president in charge of the
podcast unit. “They like to be in a story
as it unfolds.”
One well-received series, “American
Radical,” featured MSNBC anchor
Ayman Mohyeldin returning to his
hometown to report on a woman who
had become radicalized politically.
Not every television story adapts
itself well to the podcast format, since
they take time and considerable reporting to develop characters and include twists and turns enough to sustain the interest of listeners. NBC has
brought on people experienced in the
format for its unit, Haeringer said.
NBC News’ success in podcasting is
driven primarily by “Dateline NBC,”
which it has cleverly positioned into a
brand of its own with true crime projects, said James Cridland, editor of the
trade publication Podnews. In Edison
Research’s list of the top 50 podcasts
of last year, “Dateline NBC” and “The

Rachel Maddow Show” are NBC’s two
entries.
“Much of NBC’s podcast output is
reheated TV shows,” Cridland said.
But with research showing young
audiences attracted to audio formats,
it’s a strategic move to aggressively get
into the podcast business, he said.
Podcasts are also an incubator for
ideas that could be translated elsewhere, he said. In addition to the upcoming “Bag Man” movie, NBC is
turning the story in “The Thing About
Pam” into an entertainment series
starring Renee Zellweger.
As a new format, podcasts are wide
open to companies of all sorts. Spotify
is a big player in the industry, as are
other large audio-based companies
like iHeartRadio and SXM Media.
There are those who focus primarily
on podcasts, like Wondery and Kast
Media, corporate behemoths like
Disney and ViacomCBS, and those
known best in other mediums, like
NPR and The New York Times.
Oppenheim called it a “nascent”
business and would not discuss what
podcasting has meant for NBC News’
bottom line.
Reporter Brandy Zadrozny is behind “Truthers,” the upcoming podcast on internet conspiracy theories,
and U.S. Olympic sabre fencer Ibtijah
Muhammad reports on the history of
Title IX and the idea of equal sports
opportunities both sexes.
“Dateline NBC” reporter Keith Morrison is also working on a new podcast,
while MSNBC’s Chris Hayes’ podcast,
“Why is This Happening,” will have
episodes on money, entertainment
and friendship, NBC said.
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Ukraine and the new Cold War

by Benjamin Sagal-Morris
CONTRIBUTOR
benjamin.sagal-morris@uconn.edu

As everyone is now aware,
Russia launched a military invasion of Ukraine. The invasion, which began on the night
of Feb. 23-24, has been cast in
a certain light by most of the
mainstream media as an act of
unprovoked and naked Russian
aggression aimed at subduing an
Eastern European democracy.
This description contains some
truth, namely the indefensible
action taken by Russian President Vladimir Putin in invading
Ukraine. The issue is in understanding the previously ignored
broader context of what got us
here — where only the full context can allow the true impact of
this event to be understood.
The roots of this current con-

flict lie squarely in the events
that occurred eight years ago
during the government crisis of
Ukraine. What is remarkable
about this is looking back at
how this event was previously
covered then compared to now
— one would think we were discussing two separate events. The
summary is this: The then-president of Ukraine, Viktor Yanu-

The roots of this
current conflict
lie squarely in
the events that
occurred eight years
ago during the
government crisis of
Ukraine.

kovych, pursued a middle path
between Russia and the European Union rather than joining
explicitly one camp or the other.
In early 2014, a series of demonstrations
occurred
centered
around Maidan square in Kyiv,
the capital of Ukraine. A group
mainly consisting of the farright Ukrainian group, Svoboda,
stormed parliament and forced
Yanukovych to abdicate his position, which he did. This was done
in harmony with Obama-era officials pressuring Yanukovych to
flee. While mainly depicted as a
popular ousting of a puppet leader, even back in 2014, this act was
largely seen as a right-wing coup
that violated Ukraine’s constitution. The far right government
backed by neo-Nazi groups, like
the now infamous Azov battalion, began an intense anti-Rus-

Rapid
Rapid Fire
Fire

sian campaign. This included
attacks on Russians in the country as well as cracking down on
the left along with drawing closer to the western sphere and the
EU. While cracking down on the
left, the far right operated with
impunity, most infamously the
Odessa massacre of May 2, 2014,
where masked far right militants
burned down a trade union building in Odessa, killing 39 people.
All of this violence and anti-Russian sentiment led to an
uprising of ethnic Russians living in Eastern Ukraine in a region called Donbas. They proclaimed the “Donetsk People’s
Republic” and “Lugansk People’s
Republic.” This began a civil war
that has now become consumed
by the larger war. Ironically, the
first weapons used on Ukrainian
soil of the 21st century were used

by Ukrainians, not Russians. The
shelling by Ukraine on rebel held
areas has killed an estimated
13,000 people since 2014, including 3,000 children.
Putin used these humanitarian
crises as the excuse for his invasion, but it seems obvious that
the actual reason was geopolitics and the expansion of NATO.
Since the 1990’s, the North Atlantic military alliance has continuously expanded into the
former Eastern Bloc, something
that even back then, top American foreign policy giants argued
was a bad idea and could provoke
Russia. Fifty foreign policy experts signed an open letter to Bill
Clinton urging him to not expand
NATO into the territories of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic.

See UKRAINE, p. 8

WHAT OLD TECHNOLOGY SHOULD BE BROUGHT BACK?

In the Opinion section, we usually try to work through
our convictions thoroughly and completely. It’s important
that our arguments are strong, decisive and well-founded. But
sometimes, we don’t need a deeper reason to believe in something. Rapid Fire is for those beliefs that can be explained in
just a sentence or two. No more explanation needed.
Anika Veeraraghav, Associate Opinion Editor
Harrison Raskin, Opinion Editor

Streetcars. The United States used to have
one of the most sophisticated, advanced public
transportation networks in the world with trams
running all around major metropolitan areas and
out to suburbs. Even though tram technology is
better today, we’ve switched to cars which are
far more costly, dangerous and slower.

Carson Swick, Weekly Columnist

The ingenious “park car” of the 1930s should
make a comeback. This contraption included a
spare tire in the trunk, which could be lowered
and rotated to allow a car to effortlessly parallel
park in the smallest of spaces. If it returned,
more people would feel comfortable enough to
drive themselves to downtown areas and enjoy
all the amenities they have to offer!

I wish quills and ink pots could come back. I
remember my high school journalism teacher
gave us each these ballpoint quill pens and they
were super fun to write with; the tip was very
fine and the ink was of good quality, too. The
real deal would be similar with an even better
aesthetic.

Ryan Westervelt, Contributor

Zeppelins should make a comeback. Also
known as blimps, they have been found to have
a significantly lower carbon footprint on average
than planes and boats. They are also a lot faster
than most people realize, with a good number
of them greatly outspeeding modern ships. With
modern technology and safety regulations, they
could be brought back with riding one having no
higher risk than flying on a plane.

Riya Venkat, Contributor

I say ‘80s touch-tone telephones deserve
a spot in every teenager’s bedroom! We’ve
lost the art of conversation to smartphones,
and the ease with which we can communicate
with someone from anywhere, at any time. The
unmatched joy of knowing your friend took the
time to intentionally sit down in one spot to
dial your number (whether it’s memorized or
written down) and talk to you, is what this acronym-plagued and instantly gratified generation
needs!

Owen Silverman, Contributor

Penny-farthing – you know, those bicycles with
the huge front tires. Despite the endless list of
hazards these bad boys will subject you to, the
sheer hilarity of seeing people ride these down
the street, or to their morning classes, would
spark so much joy. Plus, their abhorrent two-toone gear ratio makes for a great workout.
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Career
Fair: NEAG,

JumpStart
and The New
England
Center for
by Luis Quesada
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
luis.quesada@uconn.edu

On March 1, the virtual Careers for the Common Good Job
Fair took place through Handshake, during which University
of Connecticut students could
learn about jobs in which they
could make tangible differences
in the world through socially responsible career paths. P r e s e n t
at the job fair were representatives from various non-profit organizations, government
agencies, benefit corporations,
national service organizations,
social enterprises and graduate
programs that students could
sign up for individual sessions
with. I met with two presenters
from the fair: Emily Burnett, a
graduate assistant and former
interim site manager at UConn
JumpStart, and Ann Marie Shanahan, a program coordinator of
the UConn NEAG School of Education.
JumpStart aims for every child
to enter kindergarten ready
to succeed. Burnett explained
that education gaps develop dependent on school funding and
teacher
availability, so
JumpStart

provides early literacy and socio-emotional skill training to
children in low-income areas
through weekly sessions. JumpStart UConn looks for undergraduate students in any major
who would work well with preschoolers, and students usually start in the fall semester.
However, JumpStart is currently recruiting students for a few
months beforehand so they can
learn if they want to join during
the fall recruitment cycle. Students can earn work study and
volunteer hours. Individuals
who complete 300 hours in one
year with JumpStart can earn
the Segal AmeriCorps Education
Award.
I also met with Shanahan, from
NEAG’s Teacher Certification
Program for College Graduates
(TCPCG), where students with
bachelor’s degrees enter a fulltime, year-long program geared
towards earning their master’s
and teacher certification in the
state of Connecticut. The program involves two full six-week
summer sessions beginning May
31, followed by a fall internship
program in which students are
in schools for at least two days
a week working with their
future
cooperating
teacher. Shanahan
discussed
the
importance of
contacting
the
designated
contact

CLIP ART COURTESY OF UCONN CENTER FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT

a t
the
specific
UCon
n
campus
in which
students
are interested in applying to. Students
may do so at any
point in their undergraduate
career
to have their transcript
evaluated ahead of time,
ensuring all their classes are
accounted for. Acceptance into
the TCPCG generally requires
taking a few more classes outside of the requirements for a
bachelor’s degree.
Although I was not able to
attend its session, the New England Center for Children linked
a YouTube video of a previous
info session in their event description on Handshake. The
New England Center for Children, an autism center and research institute committed to
aiding those living with autism,
offers day and residential programs, partner classrooms in
public schools and consulting
services. The program is open to
students of all majors.
The fair was presented by Careers for the Common Good, a
collaboration between UConn’s
Center for Career Development,
the Office of Community Outreach and the Human Rights
Institute. The Center works to
help students network with
value-driven
organizations to make positive
changes in the
world.

On March 1, the
virtual Careers for the
Common Good Job Fair
took place through
Handshake, during
which University
of Connecticut
students could
learn about jobs in
which they could make
tangible differences in
the world through
socially responsible
career paths.
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The William Benton Museum of
Art explores the Nut Museum
with screening of ‘In a Nutshell:
A Portrait of Elizabeth Tashjian’
by Jordana Castelli
STAFF WRITER
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

This past Tuesday afternoon,
the William Benton Museum
of Art hosted a film screening
of “In a Nutshell: A Portrait of
Elizabeth Tashjian,” a documentary surrounding the life of
Elizabeth Yegsa Tashjian. Christopher Steiner, Professor of Art
History and Anthropology and
Director of the Museum Studies
Program at Connecticut College,
introduced the film to the audience. Steiner is the guest curator
of the Nut Museum exhibition at
the Benton, which will be open
to the public until Friday, March
11.
“In a Nutshell: A Portrait of
Elizabeth Tashjian” delved into
the personal life of Elizabeth
Yesga Tashjian, an enthusiastic,
if not obsessive, lover of nuts.
The film was produced by Don
Bernier, the editor of “Athlete A”
and “Lead Me Home.”
“In 1998, Don and his wife
Tina Erickson began shooting a
documentary project about private collections in roadside museums,” said Steiner. “Then they
encountered Elizabeth Tashjian,
who at the age of 89, ran the Nut
Museum out of her gothic revival
mansion in Old Lyme.”

After meeting Elizabeth, Don
and his wife chose to toss their
original film idea and make an
entire piece surrounding Elizabeth and her museum.
“The film started out as a pretty conventional narrative about
Elizabeth, her passion for nuts,
her life as an eccentric artist
and of course the founder of the
one and only nut museum,” said
Steiner.
The film discusses all areas
of Elizabeth’s life including the
hard loss of her mother, and
how the townspeople responded
to the Nut Museum. Not having
a partner or any family to rely
on, it is said that Elizabeth felt
somewhat abandoned after her
mother died. In fact, she completely stopped playing the violin after her mother’s death and
focused on only nuts.
Throughout “In a Nutshell: A
Portrait of Elizabeth Tashjian,”
the audience sees Elizabeth being hosted on several television
shows, many of which mocked
her for her nut obsession. She
was a topic of conversation, especially when it came to a 35-pound
coconut that came from a palm
tree located in the Seychelles.
Despite some individuals' mockery, Elizabeth continued to run
the Nut Museum on her own.
For 30 years she singlehanded-

“The film started out as
a pretty conventional
narrative about
Elizabeth, her passion
for nuts, her life as an
eccentric artist and of
course the founder of
the one and only nut
museum.”
CHRISTOPHER STEINER

ly gave people elaborate tours of
her museum and welcomed them
into her home.
At the age of 90, Elizabeth
was found in a coma in her Old
Lyme home and was immediately placed in a nursing home
in Old Saybrook, Connecticut.
During this time, the home was
bound for town acquisition due
to Elizabeth not having any heirs
or debt. This is when Steiner petitioned for the art and contents
of the home, and eventually Old
Lyme granted ownership to Connecticut College.
If you would like to learn more
about the Nut Museum and Elizabeth Tashjian, the Benton exhibit
will be available until March 11.
Steiner is also currently in the
midst of writing a book titled
“Performing the Nut Museum.”
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Elizabeth Yegsa Tashjian

“In a Nutshell” is based on the life of Elizabeth Yegsa Tashjian, an artist, violinist and
the founder of the Nut Museum located in Old Lyme, Conn. Pictured is Tashjian displaying her nut collection in her home.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WILLIAM BENTON MUSEUM OF ART
CLIP ART COURTESY OF PIXABAY
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Opinion StudyBreak
Photo of the Day | The goodest of boys

Jonathan the Husky walks outside of Gampel Pavilion on March 1, 2022. It seemed like he was getting ready for the next big UConn game.

PHOTO BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Crossword Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
ACROSS
1 Brutus’ 300
4 Florida city on its
own bay
9 Actor Charlie or
his dad Martin
14 “Oh, I get it now!”
15 Schoolbag
measuring stick
16 Overly theatrical
17 “Frozen”
collectible
18 1980 Travolta/
Winger film set in
Texas
20 Asian island
capital
22 Bring to mind
23 Aristocracy
26 Fateful March
day
29 London district
30 NBA tiebreakers
31 Agassi of tennis
32 Cat burglar’s
undoing
35 Con artist’s target
36 Fond du __,
Wisconsin
39 Previously owned
auto
41 Fla. summer hrs.
42 Top NFL player
44 More out of sorts
46 Smelly
emanations
47 Tulsa sch. named
for an evangelist
48 “Avalon” author
Seton
52 Freelancer’s encl.
53 Pandemonium
56 Cybermoney
58 Chickpea dip
59 Where a
quarterback may
line up
63 Language suffix
64 Like a nasty
remark
65 Waze suggestion
66 Novelist Deighton
67 Trait carriers
68 Editorial second
thoughts
69 Up until now
DOWN
1 Plant seen in
Road Runner
cartoons
2 Bargainbasement
3 Islamic leader

The history between
Russia and Ukraine
UKRAINE, cont. from p. 4

11/2/20

By George Jasper

4 More factual
5 Bond foe
Goldfinger
6 Org. with A’s and
O’s
7 Veggie in a pod
8 James of
“Gunsmoke”
9 “Beat it!”
10 “A Brief History
of Time” author
Stephen
11 Attached to a
military unit, as a
journalist
12 Angsty music
genre
13 Bronx team,
initially
19 Walgreens rival
21 Low-level laborer
24 Drop, as weight
25 Was humbled
27 Bow-wielding god
28 Mailed
31 Billion suffix
33 Yours and mine
34 Personal ad
“looking for”
35 Good buddy
36 East Asian
country
37 Alan of “M*A*S*H”
38 Approached for
a raid

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

The famous George Kennan,
the man credited with the communist containment doctrine,
even said that he wondered
“whether the advancement of
NATO eastward has increased
the security of European states
or made them more vulnerable.”
The reason Russia is concerned
is that the placement of weapons systems in these territories
exposes Russia to a wide array
of NATO weapons systems that
could hit targets deep inside
Russia. As far back as 2008, Putin warned Ukraine was a red
line. The west, having gained a
pro-Western Ukrainian government continued to push the notion of Ukraine joining NATO
while supporting the government
and its military — including several neo-Nazi battalions — with
weapons while Russia supported
the anti-government rebels.
With this stage set it becomes quite clear that the crisis in Ukraine was very much a
proxy conflict between the U.S.

and Russia where much like in
the Cold War, the superpowers
would support factions in smaller wars favorable to their interests or designs without having to
directly fight each other. It is also
clear that like the Cold War, this
one cuts along hegemonic lines.
Camps have been firmly drawn.
While the traditional western
powers have acknowledged the
Ukrainian government, countries
like Cuba, Venezuela, Syria, Iran,
Nicaragua and the DPRK (North
Korea), have joined Russia in recognizing the independence of the
Donbas regions.
While this Cold War is not
united ideologically, as the members of the various camps cover a
wide range of ideology unlike the
black and white divide of capitalism versus communism of the
original Cold War, it seems that
this time, the focus is purely on
pro or anti-Western stances — for
a variety of reasons. Whatever
the view, Ukraine will likely be a
case study for future conflict as
western interests will inevitably
clash with the anti-Western camp
in the future. It is only a matter
of time.

DYK?

Bangladesh is the only
country that ends with the
letter H.
©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

40 Board game with
a candlestick
43 Lead up to
45 Former Chicago
mayor Emanuel
47 “Plays well
with __”
49 For instance
50 “It’s like this,”
and a phonetic
hint to the five
longest Across
answers

11/2/20

51 Agree
53 Sch. near
Hollywood
54 Scarlett’s Butler
55 Heals
57 Greek war god
59 Post-Civil War
pres.
60 SSW’s opposite
61 “__ on my
watch!”
62 U.S. Election
Day: Abbr.

A SPITE HOUSE IS A HOUSE
DESIGNED TO ANNOY YOUR
NEIGHBORS.

Science fiction author L. Ron
Hubbard is the founder of the
Church of Scientology.
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Jon’s Take: 4 MBB players whose
consistency is key for Huskies’ success in March
by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

After what seemed like an endless
hiatus from its beloved conference,
the UConn men’s basketball team returned back to the Big East last year,
and once again back in front of fans in
the month of March.
Soak it in, Huskies fans.
It’s no secret that Connecticut is a lock
to make the tournament. TeamRankings has the squad at a 100% percent
chance to dance come Selection Sunday,
with the most likely probability being a
No. 5 seed — its highest placement since
the historic 2011 title run.
But this season hasn’t been without its peaks and valleys. Who shined
during the peaks, but faltered in other
moments? In this edition of Jon’s Take,
I’ll be looking at four players that need
to find consistency for the Huskies to
see success in, not only the Big East
Tournament, but the NCAA Tournament as well.
As a disclaimer, I’m not going to
mention guard R.J. Cole and forward
Isaiah Whaley anywhere besides right
here. Why? These two are already
the most consistent duo on the court.
In any given game, the Huskies can
depend on an all-conference caliber
player in Cole to get the buckets needed to end droughts, and draw charges
on the other end of the floor. The same
goes for the reigning Big East Defensive Player of the Year in Whaley, who
has stepped up his scoring production
this year while still anchoring a top-25
defense in the country.

scoring threat — that is, when he’s
able to stay consistent. In some of the
last few games, Sanogo has gotten
into foul trouble early, including in
the Georgetown game last Sunday.
Historically, head coach Dan Hurley
is a big believer in sitting a player with
two fouls until the end of the half, so
losing a key impact guy like Sanogo
would really hinder Husky offense.
Another area Sanogo needs to have
consistency is in his ability with the
ball. Defenses have played sharper
since his breakout 30-point performance against Auburn, double-team-

ing the big man and forcing steals or
travels while not letting him get close
to the basket. Sanogo currently ranks
second on the team in turnovers with
60 on the year, and is coming off of a
five-turnover showing against lowly
Georgetown in just 19 minutes of play.
Gotta clean up the mistakes, because
those could be complete momentum
shifters come tournament time.
Tyrese Martin, Senior
It’s no secret that Martin can score.
He slots in at third on the team with

13.3 points per game, and he has added 25 and 27-point outings against
Marquette and Butler this season,
respectively. But the problem is how
often Martin can put up solid numbers. After a crazy five-game stretch
that saw the guard average 16.6 points
per game, Martin hasn’t been able to
reach double-digit scoring in the three
games since. In his 27-point game
against Butler, the senior put up all
of his points in the last 20:06 of game
time.
Consistency is key for a guy like
Martin. By no means does he need to

Adama Sanogo, Sophomore
While Cole is clearly the most dependable guy on this team, Sanogo
is “the guy” on this UConn squad.
Teams will revolve their whole defensive plan around stopping Sanogo’s inside shot, and for good reason.
The second-year forward is a massive

UConn beats Villanova 71 to 69 at the XL center on Feb. 22, 2022. Adama Sanogo was the lead
scorer of the game with a total of 20 points.
PHOTOGRAPH BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

put up 16 points a night, but hitting
double digits and taking some of the
load off of guys like Sanogo and Cole
can really help this team succeed. One
thing he’s recently done exceptionally
well is his work on the glass, averaging a wild 10.1 rebounds per game, as
a guard. He ranks 11th in the conference in that stat over this year, and his
continued work on the boards will be
crucial to this Huskies team down the
stretch.
Tyler Polley, Graduate Student
and Jordan Hawkins, Freshman
This duo might be the most pivotal
to a long playoff push in either tournament. While easily having the most upand-down years on the team, Polley
and Hawkins both can make a major
impact on this squad. Let’s take a look
at the two biggest games of the year:
the wins over currently top-11 squads
in Villanova and Auburn. In both of
those matchups combined, the pair
is averaging 25.5 points per game. But
in some of the worst losses of the season against Villanova, Creighton and
Xavier, Polley and Hawkins averaged
just 5.6 points per game. As fellow beat
writer Shreyas Laddha found, UConn is 5-0 in games when the duo each
has double-digit points to their names,
with a margin of victory of 13.2 points
in those contests.
Thankfully for the Huskies, it looks
like they are finding their stride, as Polley and Hawkins are averaging 12 and
6.7 points per matchup, respectively,
over Connecticut’s recent three-game
stretch. Hurley had boasted at the beginning of the year of the team’s depth.
While he partially meant his three true
“takeover” players in Cole, Sanogo and
Martin, it’s no secret that the depth and
overall talent of this team significantly
increases with quality bench play from
Polley and Hawkins. They’re currently
on the right track and only time will tell
if they can keep their successes going
into the tournaments.

Why Bam Adebayo
Sounding Off:
IN ORDER TO BE A FAN is one of the most
FAVORITE TEAM, IS IT BEST NOT
underappreciated NBA players TO WIN WHILE STILL BEING GOOD?

by Evan Rodriguez

STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

After a top-seeded Miami
Heat shook off powerhouse
Chicago Bulls lineup by double
digits on Monday, Miami Heat
shooting guard Tyler Herro had
some words to say about the impact of his fellow teammate and
starting center Bam Adebayo.
“I think last game I got beat,
and Bam just came out of nowhere to block his shot, and I
was like ‘I appreciate that’ I’ll
throw you a lob here and there...
It’s an honor to have him on the
team,” Herro said.
The fifth-year center is one of
the best big men in the entire
league and arguably the best defensive player on his team ahead
of the likes of All-Star Jimmy
Butler, who led the entire NBA
in steals in 2021 and had multiple appearances on the NBA
All-Defensive Second Team in
his career. Adebayo does not get
enough credit for how much he
provides to an electric Miami
Heat team that has stomped on
their opponents with energetic
play on both sides of the court.
While a nagging thumb injury sidelined the center for the
month of December and half of
January, that does not excuse
the disrespect he has gotten.
Adebayo averaged 22.0 points
per game, 10.9 rebounds per
game, 1.7 steals per game and 1.5
blocks per game on 57.6% shooting in just the month of February. He’s able to average these
numbers with Herro, Butler and
starting point guard Kyle Lowry
on the team. This is not only the
textbook definition of a surefire
All-Star player when healthy,
but a NBA Defensive Player of
the Year candidate.
There aren’t many players
in today’s NBA that can do the
things that Adebayo is able to

do on a regular basis. This is
the same player that was able
to help his team take down a
highly favored Bucks lineup,
which included 2020 MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo. This is
the same player who Miami Heat
coach Erik Spolestra can put
on guard Golden State warriors
shooter Stephen Curry. Adebayo
is the definition of evolution at
the center position and has had
more playoff success than MVP
candidate Joel Embiid has. He’s
pushed the Heat to the next level
in the post-LeBron James era.
“There’s not many guys in the
league that can do what he does,”
said Spolestra.
As stated previously, Adebayo
is one of the best defensive players in the league when healthy
— it’s his bread and butter. His
ability to guard smaller defenders while forcing his opponents
into unusual mismatch situations gives teams plenty of trouble. The big man is able to outsmart his opponents and make
it difficult for teams when they
play the Heat.
Miami sits just outside the top
5 in defensive rating this season
and when Adebayo returned to
injury, Miami posted the second best defensive rating in the
league when he returned from
injury. They also allow the least
amount of points in the paint in
the entire NBA, at 40.3 points.
Adebayo plays a huge part in
that.
What’s fascinating about the
Miami Heat center is not only
Adebayo’s skills on defense, but
also his improving offensive
game. While he may not have
an above-average jump shot like
Embiid or Denver Nuggets center
Nikola Jokic, Adebayo can still
punish defenders with a solid
mid-range jumper, some crafty
post moves that leave defenders
helpless in the paint and an improving touch on his floaters.

A main argument for disrespecting Adebayo has been the
effect of Miami’s record when
the center is on the court versus when he is off, especially
toward the beginning of February. Miami was 15-11 at the beginning of February this season
when Adebayo played, and a17-8
record when he did not. While
that may seem discouraging to
NBA fans who labelled him an
overrated starter, the center has
destroyed that narrative.

[Adebayo] is one of
the best big men in
the entire league
and arguably the
best defensive
player on his team
ahead of the likes
of All-Star Jimmy
Butler, who led
the entire NBA in
steals in 2021 and
has had multiple
appearances on the
NBA All-Defensive
Second Team in his
career.
As of March 1, the Miami
Heat’s record with Adebayo on
the floor sits at a whopping 2413 with Adebayo on the floor.
Regardless of the respect that
Adebayo receives, or doesn’t,
from fans and teams, he’s going
to be a tough matchup for any
team and will continue to elevate Miami into a contender in
the Eastern Conference. There’s
no denying that.

by Sam Zelin

STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

I’m a Mets, Jets and Knicks fan.
I’ve grown up around people who
root for the NY Giants, Yankees,
Red Sox, Celtics and Patriots. The
difference between me and all of
those people is that they’ve seen
their favorite team win a championship, and I haven’t.
Personally, I don’t really understand how someone that’s watched
Tom Brady hoist the Lombardi trophy six times for the city of Boston
could still have the same intense
fandom as I do. Does win number
six feel as good as win number one
did? At some point, there has to be
a level of expectedness that ruins
it for fans of successful teams. Because of this, it can be argued that
teams being unable to win it all is
actually good for the engagement
of the fanbase, but there is definitely an extreme opposing factor here: There is a rock-bottom,
where people just stop caring. Because of this, it seems as if the best
position for a team to be in is to be
on the cusp, but always coming up
empty.
In my personal fandom, I’ve
seen different phases of my favorite
teams’ lack of success. For the Mets,
the peak was 2015, where the team
made a miracle run to the World Series and then ran out of gas at exactly
the wrong time. On the other hand,
I’ve seen multiple years between the
peaks of 2006 and 2015 where there
was simply no hope, and it was legitimately hard to watch. For the
Jets, the same is true. Back-to-back
AFC Championship appearances
were great, followed by the era we’re
currently in now where the most
memorable phrases I can associate
with the team recently are “tank
for Trevor” and “fire Gase.” For the
Knicks, aside from Linsanity and a
few playoff appearances, including
last year’s, there hasn’t been much
hope.

Hope is the key factor here. The
Brooklyn Dodgers of the 1940s and
1950s are the epitome of a team
whose fandom is fueled by an intense hope. The “maybe next year”
mentality keeps people coming
back, no matter how irrational it
might be. The Dodgers made the
World Series in 1947, 1949, 1952, 1953,
1955 and 1956. In those six tries, only
one visit to the Fall Classic resulted
in a championship, which came in
1955. Three years later, coincidentally, the Dodgers were out of Brooklyn
and relocated to Los Angeles.
Unfortunately, this makes it hard
to deduce whether a title would have
sated the hunger of Brooklyn fans.
But after losing the Giants as well
as the Dodgers, the National League
had a new New York team in 1962:
the Mets. The team was very bad but
despite this record-breaking level of
ineptitude, the Mets quickly became
“the lovable losers” and reset the
hunger for a championship.
A more modern example of a
team in the sweet spot for fan engagement is the Buffalo Bills. Many
fans are still around from when the
Bills went 0-4 in four straight Super Bowls in the early ‘90s, which
certainly formed a hunger. Now
that the team is a serious contender
again, it’s back with a force. Hope is
very much alive in Buffalo, and it’s
no coincidence that the “Bills Mafia”
is widely considered to be one of the
most passionate fan bases in American sports. The question is, if Josh
Allen and Co. can get it done in the
next few years, will success-based
fatigue start to build?
In the end, my argument here is
that success in sports is a complicated matter. Winning too much
can make fans unable to appreciate
success, while losing too much can
make fans unable to imagine success. Finding the sweet spot certainly can ensure strong fan engagement
for years upon years, but the goal of
sports should always be to win as
much as possible, so it’s a vicious
cycle.
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Photo of the Day | Out of the frying pan, and over the Friars

The UConn Huskies dominate the Providence Friars during their last regular game for the season Gampel Pavilion on Sunday, Feb. 27. The Huskies won 88-31 with senior Christyn
Willams scoring 16 points, and the team welcomed number 5, Paige Bueckers, back onto the court after recovering from her knee injury.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Point/Counterpoint
ARE ALL-STAR GAMES MEANT TO BE PLAYED DURING THE REGULAR SEASON?
In recent seasons, it has become more apparent that All-Star Games and weekends for professional leagues are beginning to feel less like a fun-loving event and more of a chore. Although it serves as a break for players and their families,
the pause does come with some questions. To discuss whether or not All-Star games should be played at the end of the
season or remain in the middle of the season, our writers Sam Zelin and Katherine Sheridan weigh the options.

Katherine Sheridan, CC:

After a dismal NBA All-Star Weekend
in Cleveland, there is no question that the
NBA All-Star game should be moved to
the end of the season.
Similar to the MLB, the NBA’s AllStar weekend is only contrived of a few
skills’ competition, a rising stars game
and the All-Star game at the end of the
weekend in the middle of season. The
NFL is the only league to have an AllStar outing at the end of the season, and
even that should be in question. While
the Pro Bowl is great for fans to see all
of their favorite players in one jersey, it
hinders the momentum of teams still in
the playoffs. Translating that argument
to the basketball world, the NBA should
consider moving the All-Star game and
overall weekend to the end of the season
for a number of reasons. First, it would
generate more fan engagement even af-

After a dismal NBA
All-Star Weekend
in Cleveland, there
is no question that
the NBA All-Star
game should be
moved to the end of
the season.
ter the playoffs are over. This would also
be a nice transition into Summer League.
This would also make All-Star voting
much more equitable as fans would be
basing their choices off an entire season’s worth of play and in return, hopefully, reduce the overall “snubs” players
receive year in and year out. If you were
to consider an athlete, any chance to reduce the risk of injury during the season
is always a win. Electing to push the AllStar weekend back would allow players
to focus on the games at hand and not
worry about the potential chance of an
injury during a somewhat meaningless
event. While the NBA has made changes to the format of the All-Star game,
with prize money on the line now, overall viewership still shows there is a lack
of interest. It has been recorded by TNT
and TBS that this last All-Star Weekend
had a 3.1 rating and a viewership of 5.94
million viewers compared to the 2010s
where each year was notching upwards
of 7 million viewers.

Sam Zelin, SW:

Mid-season All-Star festivities, whether in the NBA or MLB, serve a purpose.
For sure, the competitive integrity of the
contests is not prioritized, but that really isn’t the goal. Both the NBA and MLB
have long, drawn out seasons, and giving both players and fans a bit of a break
from serious competition is positive.
As for fan engagement, the NFL is an
example of why an end-of-season AllStar event doesn’t work. According to
statista.com, the most watched NFL Pro
Bowl since 2000 was in 2011, when
13.4 million fans tuned in.
For contrast, the Super Bowl
that occurred a week later
brought in an average of 111 million viewers, according to the
Guardian.
Championships are going to
bring in more fan engagement
than an event which, in the
end, means little to nothing in comparison; putting
the two next to each other,
whether the order is All-Star
and then championship
or vice versa, doesn’t
seem to make much
sense. Instead of
putting an AllStar event in
a position to
compete with
the hype surrounding the
postseason
of the league,
giving it some
space to shine
on its own in
the
mid-season, where all
it would be compared to is regular
season games, makes
more sense.
The other thing is that
moving the timing of festivities will not necessarily change
the event itself. If an event isn’t entertaining, it’s not going to be entertaining at any point of the year. Because of
this, the bottom line is that it can always
serve as is a break for the players, who
have to deal with an arduously lengthy
season.
Breaks make the most sense in the middle, as by the time they’re at the end, they
might as well just wait for the offseason.

Katherine:

While the professional leagues have a
grueling schedule, having a break right in
the middle of the action can be the worst
of all.
Momentum that teams have been building before heading into the All-Star break
is brought to a halt and can have a great
effect on the team, as they now have to regain their groove and make their case for a
playoff run.
The Boston Celtics are a team who may feel
the effects of this pause. Per NBA.com, the
Celtics have logged their winningest February in more than 40 years, with a 9-2 record and a margin of victory of 19 points
in each contest. This is the product of
consistency, as the Celtics found themselves having to climb out of a hole one
too many times just a month prior.
To expand on the point regarding the congested postseason
that may come from moving the
All-Star game, there is a quick
fix: allow for the playoffs to
run as usual. If the “play-in”
tournament ever becomes
more than a suggestion, this
should be considered a
priority.
After the winners
of
the
Eastern
and
We s t e r n
Conference
Finals
are
decided, voting
should
open for all
the
players
who did not
make it to the
final contest.
Fans can then
start selecting
who they would
like to see in an AllStar match up. Then,
the Finals will also go on
as scheduled; only after the
Finals have concluded with
a celebratory parade, an All-Star
weekend should then be played.
When late June rolls around, fans would
now have another chance to watch their favorite players kick off summer ball. Not only
would it maintain engagement, but it would
allow for the players themselves to maintain
their fitness and overall health as they prepare for summer league.

Sam:

The momentum point is certainly valid, as
across multiple sports, All-Star breaks have
been known to affect performance both positively and negatively, both team-wide and individually. However, couldn’t that then serve as
a separator between teams on a hot streak and
legitimate title contenders? Come playoff time,
consistency usually wins out over the streaky
team, unless the latter can stay hot throughout
the postseason. As for using the NBA’s All-Star
weekend as a kickoff to the Summer League,
this definitely could make sense, as some of the
fans who don’t watch Summer League might
be more drawn to it. But from a player’s perspective, it seems like it would be dragging the
previous season out. Between free agency and
other offseason transactions, alongside other
matters players and teams might need to deal
with, cutting into the offseason seems a bit
risky. While the same amount of time would
be lost, for any team that didn’t make it in the

In the end, spreading
out special events
leads to more
engagement, but each
season should be
self-contained, so that
start and end lines
don’t get blurred.
Finals the offseason would have already started. Once a team gets eliminated, preparations
for the next season begin; asking a bunch of
players to reconvene for a purpose related to
a season already over has some continuity issues. Sticking with the mid-season All-Star
event, however, would keep all current season
affairs within that current season. Also, while
mid-season All-Star breaks can serve as the
aforementioned separator of streaky teams and
legitimate title threats, it can also be a way to celebrate players who have successful first halves
that won’t necessarily get any awards at the end
of the season. While yes, there will always be
snubs, whether in All-Star selection or in endof-season awards, having mid-season awards
expands the amount of players that might be in
a position to get an award. Even if they’re more
arbitrary ones, they can increase the visibility
of certain players, especially ones who won’t
get recognition from being on teams that make
deep playoff runs. In the end, spreading out
special events leads to more engagement, but
each season should be self-contained, so that
start and end lines don’t get blurred.

The logo of the 2016 NBA All-Star Game, held in Toronto. In this article, DC Sports writers Sam Zelin and Katherine Sheridan debate whether All-Star games should be held either
in the middle or after the end of a season.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

11

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 • DailyCampus.com

Sports
Men’s Basketball: No. 18 Huskies seeking revenge against Bluejays
by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

In the long, storied history of
UConn men’s basketball, the Huskies have never once beaten their
conference foe in the Creighton
Bluejays.
Wait, really?
Let’s put things in perspective.
UConn is just 0-4 against them,
only having played Creighton
since the Huskies’ return to the Big
East Conference last year. The two
schools had never met before, as
UConn left while Creighton joined
the conference back in 2012 and
2013, respectively.
This leaves us with four games,
three last year (one in the Big
East Tournament) and one this
year, a UConn home loss at the
XL Center. After that game, head
coach Dan Hurley was asked if
there was something about the
Bluejays that made them so tough
to beat.
“I don’t think so,” Hurley responded. “They scored 59 points
here [on Feb. 1] in a rockfight. The
Big East Tournament game was a
low scoring game, so [the games]
haven’t exactly been offensive
outbursts. They’re tough to beat,
Greg [McDermott] does a good job.
They’ve got a great culture over
there.”
That game back in early February may be remembered as the
“Isaiah Whaley game” to UConn
fans. While many Huskies struggled on offense, the Bluejays really forced the big man to take on a
role he really hadn’t played before,
namely to be the top scoring option
on a typically deep team. In that
contest, Whaley set personal highs
in points, field goals made, 3-point
attempts and three-point makes.
While he was one of the only true
offensive producers that night —
guard RJ Cole also has a case —
Whaley’s 8-for-13 shooting was not
enough to put UConn over the edge
in the 59-55 loss.

On the other side of the court, it
was Ryan Hawkins who stole the
show. The Bluejays’ leading scorer,
Hawkins broke out for a 23-point
performance on an astounding
8-for-12 shooting alongside 11 rebounds. Both he and Whaley were
the only two players who shot over
50%, regardless of minimum takes.
So what’s different in this
one? For starters, Creighton has
the home-field advantage come
Wednesday night. One thing
they are lacking, however, is the

presence of freshman Ryan Nembhard, who will miss the rest of
the season with a wrist injury.
This is a big blow to the Bluejays.
Not only did Nembhard contribute through his 11.3 points per
game, he also led the team in assists and steals per game with 4.4
and 1.3, respectively.
After going on a solid six-game
win streak, Creighton finally
fell to Providence last Saturday. They are coming off a loss,
while the Huskies are riding a

five game win streak, just like the
last matchup between these two
teams.
This time, UConn should be prepared. While its offense was absolutely rolling in a blowout win over
Georgetown on Sunday, Creighton
boasts the third-highest defensive
efficiency among the Huskies’ 20212022 opponents, according to the
KenPom ratings. There’s a reason
that Connecticut has an average
points scored of 63 (one of those
games went into overtime as well)

The UConn men’s basketball team loses to Creighton 59-55 on Feb. 1 at the XL Center. The Huskies
seemed to recover from a difficult start entering halftime down 10 points but ultimately could not pull
off the win.
PHOTOGRAPH BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

against the Bluejays all-time – they
play tight defense.
So who’s going to step up for the
Huskies? At the time of their last
matchup, Creighton coach Greg
McDermott was pleased with his
team’s coverage of Whaley, as in
letting him take open threes, so
unless the game plan has changed
post-Nembhard, expect the same
light defense on him. RJ Cole has
been nothing but solid all year long,
save maybe two games, so expect
him to play a major role as always.
All-conference-caliber forward
Adama Sanogo has been playing
up to his identity as of late against
NCAA Tournament-quality teams,
but only when he’s stayed out of foul
trouble. If Sanogo can stay in this
one for 30-plus minutes, he should
provide a major boost as always. He
shot a weak 3-for-10 from the field
in UConn’s last matchup against
the Bluejays, so look for him to try
to improve upon that Wednesday.
One of the biggest stories heading
into this one will be the adjustment
of bench players Tyler Polley and
Jordan Hawkins. Each part of the
duo have had up-and-down seasons
but are averaging a combined 18.7
points per game over the last three
contests. In the Creighton game
last month, they combined for two
points on 0-for-7 shooting. UConn is
certainly looking for them to redeem
themselves this time around, and
hopefully build some momentum
before the tournaments.
But the Bluejays have plenty
to play for as well. While TeamRankings has Creighton at a 95.7%
chance at making the NCAA Tournament this year, they would guarantee a spot with another top-25
win against a team like UConn.
While a No. 10 seed is the most likely option right now, stringing together another win streak could get
the Bluejays a better seeding come
Selection Sunday.
Tip-off is set for 8:30 p.m.,
Wednesday in Omaha, Nebraska.
The game will be broadcast live on
FS1.

Tennis: Huskies and Pioneers face off

The UConn women’s tennis team competes against Stony Brook at the Magic Lincer Tennis Club in Manchester, Conn. on Feb. 18, 2022.
PHOTOGRAPH BY SKYLAR KIM, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Ajeeth Vellore
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ajeeth.vellore@uconn.edu

Coming off a big win against Seton Hall University last Sunday, the
University of Connecticut women’s
tennis team is looking to continue
its success against Sacred Heart
University on Wednesday at 1 p.m.
at the Magic Lincer Tennis Club in
Manchester, Connecticut. Its focus
for this week will likely be to develop consistency and momentum
that they can build on as they inch

closer and closer to the midway
point of the season.
The Huskies took down the Pirates in 6-1 fashion on Sunday.
They easily handled the singles
matches, winning all but one while
allowing just one of those wins to
go to a third set. The dominance
came from everyone on the team.
The No. 1, Puerto Rican Julieanna
Bou, easily handled her opponent,
Arina Gumerova, in two sets. German Leonie Hoppe also held her
own, going 7-5 and 6-2 against the
Pirates’ Chloe Hamlin. The doubles

teams also played very well, with
the Nos. 2 and 3 doubles squads
taking their sets by a comfortable
margin. After starting the season
slow at 2-3, a victory like this can
really propel a team like UConn out
of mediocrity and into the spotlight.
This week, the Huskies will be
taking on the Sacred Heart Pioneers. Sacred Heart comes into this
one with a record similar to UConn’s — 7-7. They’ve had a largely
mediocre season that has bounced
between hot and cold streaks. As a
matter of fact, coming into Wednes-

day, the Catholic University from
Fairfield, Connecticut, is the proud
owner of a three-meet win streak,
which followed a stretch where
they lost four of five matches. It’s
hard to know what to expect from
the Pioneers, but expect them to
play with the same intensity they
did in their last match, which was a
7-0 rout of Wagner College.
The last time the Huskies and
Pioneers met, they played in Manchester a little under a year ago,
where UConn thrashed its opponent, 7-0. At that point, everything

was clicking for the Huskies, who
cleaned house and had many sweep
sets. UConn is also 2-1 overall
against Sacred Heart since 2009,
so though we may not expect to see
another beatdown, the women will
be looking to continue their winning ways on Wednesday.
Overall, this will be a good meet,
with the sides being relatively evenly matched. However, if the Huskies come out with some fire and
overpower the Pioneers, there’s
good reason to believe they’ll walk
away victorious.
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Women’s Hockey:
No. 3 Huskies take on No. 2 UVM in Hockey East semis
by Sam Zelin

STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

With its 3-1 quarterfinal victory
against Boston University last Saturday, the UConn women’s hockey team
is now one game from the Hockey East
finals.
Next to beat are the University of
Vermont Catamounts, who finished
just over UConn in the regular season
standings. Despite this, the Huskies
claimed victory in the season series,
winning two of three of the teams’
matchups. The first matchup,
a one-off on Oct. 30, was a
nail-biter that UConn won 2-1
in overtime. The two teams
traded blowouts in the
remaining games, as
a 5-1 UConn victory on Jan.7

was followed by a 6-2
UVM win on Jan.
8. Puck drop will
be on Wednesday evening,
in order to
allow for the
finals to be
played over
the weekend.
The
Hus-

kies offense had multiple players step
up in the BU game. Forward Morgan
Wabick finished the game with two
total points, including an assist on the
go-ahead goal and the final goal of the
game, which she scored on an open
net after the Terriers pulled the goalie.
When UConn was trailing 1-0, forward
Jada Habisch scored to tie it, and forward Summer-Rae Dobson was the
one to put the Huskies in the lead.
Defense-woman Taylor Wabick and
forward Viki Harkness also picked
up assists. As has been a pattern
with UConn all season, there
have been many offensive
threats able to make a
difference, and if this
can continue, the
Huskies should
be in good
shape.

Both of UConn’s goaltenders saw action against the Catamounts this year.
Samantha Carpentier-Yelle played in
the October victory, while Megan Warrener played in both the 5-1 win and
the 6-2 loss. Carpentier-Yelle has yet to
play in the playoffs this season, while
Warrener is fresh off the BU win with
the Hockey East Rookie of the Week
award in hand, so it will be interesting
to see who head coach Chris MacKenzie starts against UVM.
The Catamounts won their quarterfinal 4-1 over Providence, despite
getting outshot by the Friars 32-27. It is
hard to predict how this will play out
against UConn, as UConn’s 26-to-16
shots affair against BU saw less shots
overall. Forward Theresa Schafzahl,
who leads the team in conference goals
by seven, scored twice last week. In the
two games she played against UConn
during the regular season, she scored
three times, which makes shutting her
down a major goal for the Huskies’ defense.
In goal, the Catamounts have only
had one player start since Jan. 28: Jessie McPherson, who has a .916 save
percentage on the season. McPherson made 31 saves to keep Providence
largely off the board last week.
With last week’s win over BU, the
Huskies set a program record for wins
in a season with 23. Despite this already
being a great season for UConn, the
team shows no signs of
slowing down any
time soon. They’ll
go for win No. 24 at
6 p.m. Wednesday in Burlington,
Ve r mont.

UConn women’s hockey forward Kate Thurman in the UConn’s 4-4 shootout loss to Northeastern on Feb. 18, 2022. The Huskies will play the No. 2 Vermont Catamounts in the
Hockey East semifinals on March 2, 2022. PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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