
dards. We felt really strongly 
about revamping this education 
… What we really only have is 
just the Protect Our Pact module 
you get when you are a rising ju-
nior,” Engler said. 

Engler said she also hopes it 
helps address the problem with 
current first and second-year 
students, who may have missed 
out on adequate training due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The bill passed unanimously 
and “calls on UConn to provide 
increased funding and support 
for the Dean of Student’s Office, 
the Office of Institutional Equity, 
and the Women’s Center to ex-
pand their outreach and educa-
tion efforts to ensure a safe and 
healthy learning environment 
free of gender-based discrimina-
tion and sexual violence.” 

The University of Connecticut 
Undergraduate Student Gov-
ernment Senate passed bills to 
help transfer students adjust 
to Storrs, rename buildings on 
campus and improving sexual 
assault education for students 
on Wednesday night. 

First, the USG Senate passed 
legislation that aims to help cam-
pus change and transfer students 
adjust to life at Storrs. Samantha 
Lamb, an eighth-semester polit-
ical science and environmental 
studies major and Transfer Stu-
dent Association vice president, 
talked about her own struggle 

Governor Wilbur Cross left of-
fice. It is our belief that this per-
son should not be the namesake 
of one of the biggest buildings on 
campus,” according to the bill 
Eli helped write, which was read 
aloud during the meeting. 

There was some minor discus-
sion about the validity of these 
claims, but many voiced support 
for the bill, which passed unan-
imously.  

Collins said they hope the bill 
will force UConn to hold a virtual 
town hall about the renaming of 
the building and change it to ei-
ther that of an alum or of Indige-
nous origin.  

“UConn does have a past, and 
we need to recognize it because 
it's an important point in histo-
ry,” Collins said. 

Finally, the USG Senate passed 
legislation they hope will im-
prove sexual assault education 
for students.  

Abbey Engler, a sixth-semes-
ter business management and 
philosophy major, ex-officio sen-
ator and deputy director of Aca-
demic Affairs, talked about how 
UConn is currently lacking in its 
sexual assault education. 

“Sexual assault is a pretty big 
issue at UConn. Our education 
training is very, very low, just 
barely meeting federal stan-

transferring from the Stamford 
campus in spring 2020. 

“Personally, I did not have a 
great experience. I found out a lot 
of people feel the same way … I am 
presenting legislation to repre-
sent campus change and transfer 
students in one position. There is 
currently no transfer or campus 
change office on campus. No spe-
cific advisors for transfer or cam-
pus change students. There are a 
lot of ways UConn can help peo-
ple feel welcome when they get to 
Storrs,” Lamb said. 

The bill passed with unanimous 
approval. It will appoint one new 
ex-officio position in the USG 
Senate to represent transfer and 
campus change students. 

The new senators in this posi-
tion will be “expected to uphold 
their duties by maintaining pres-
sure to open an office to support 
transfer and campus change stu-
dents, diversify existing offices 
that do not account for trans-
fer and campus change specific 
needs, and spread awareness of 
how the Administration can meet 
their needs,” according to the bill.  

Next, the USG Senate passed 
legislation that aims to start a dis-
cussion about renaming the Wil-
bur Cross building. Eli Collins, an 
eighth- semester linguistics and 
psychology major and commuter 
senator, talked about why they 
want the former Connecticut 
governor’s name removed from 
the building. 

“Wilbur Cross commissioned 
Charles Davenport and Harry 
H. Laughlin to conduct a survey 
based on eugenics which ranked 
Connecticut residents on 21 fac-
tors such as race and disabili-
ty. 400 Connecticut residents, 
92% of which were female, 74% 
of which were considered men-
tally ill, and 26% of which were 
deemed ‘mentally deficient’ were 
forcibly sterilized by the time 
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CONFIRMED 2022 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*308

as of 6:55p.m. on Mar. 9

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)45

*positive test results
314 Cumulative 

Commuter Cases*

BigLarryForarm
@BigLarryBabyArm
I just packed a bag and I looked at what 
I packed and it’s like one dress shirt one 
pair of nice shoes and then all UConn gear 

USG Senate pass bills to increase transfer 
student support, rename buildings and 
improve sexual assault education

by Dylan Champagne
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
dylan.champagne@uconn.edu
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Today, 03.10

Lemonade  Stand  & 
Spring  Break Item 
Giveaway
 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. in Stu-
dent Union

Evaluating Your Se-
mester
4 p.m. – 5 p.m. in Rowe 
217

Friday, 03.11

UCONN OPERA 
3MO: Three Menotti 
Operas
7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. in Nafe 
Katter Theatre

BIG EAST League Of 
Legends Match
1 p.m. – 5 p.m. *Online

Saturday, 03.12

The Undergraduate Student Government office is decorated for Halloween in the Student Union on Oct. 30, 2018. USG passed bills to help transfer stu-
dents adjust to Storrs, rename buildings on campus and improve sexual assult education. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

“UConn does 
have a past, and 
we need to rec-

ognize it because 
it’s an important 
point in history.”

Eli Collins

“I am present-
ing legislation to 
represent cam-
pus change and 

transfer students 
in one position. 
There is current-
ly no transfer or 
campus change 

office on campus. 
No specific advi-
sors for transfer 

or campus change 
students.”

Samantha Lamb
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BRAZZAVILLE, Republic of 
Congo (AP) — People stand when 
Dr. Matshidiso Moeti enters a room 
at the World Health Organization's 
Africa headquarters in the Repub-
lic of Congo and they listen intently 
to what she says. Small in stature 
and big in presence, Moeti is the 
first woman to lead WHO’s region-
al Africa office, the capstone of her 
trailblazing career in which she has 
overcome discrimination in apart-
heid South Africa to become one of 
the world's top health administra-
tors. 

As WHO Africa chief, Moeti 
initiates emergency responses to 
health crises in 47 of the continent's 
54 countries and recommends poli-
cies to strengthen their health care 
systems.

Since her appointment in 2015, 
Moeti has grappled with the world’s 
deadliest Ebola outbreak, in West 
Africa. She has also has had to han-
dle lingering criticism of WHO’s 
spending and hiring in Africa as it 
also deals with allegations of sexual 
assault by contractors during Con-
go’s Ebola crisis.

From 2020, the start of her second 
term, Moeti has faced her toughest 
professional and personal chal-
lenge: helping Africa respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic as the con-
tinent trails the rest of the world in 
testing and vaccination efforts. She 
has become one of the world's most 
compelling voices urging better 
consideration of Africa's people — 
especially women, who’ve in many 
ways been hit hardest by COVID. 
Her identity as an African woman 
has been both a strength and an ob-
stacle on a continent where much of 
society is still dominated by patriar-
chal systems.

“I’m certainly doing my best to be 
there not only as a technician and a 
manager and a leader, but also very 
much as a woman from the region, 
from the continent,” Moeti, 67, told 
The Associated Press during a re-
cent visit to WHO Africa headquar-
ters in Republic of Congo. “I feel 
very privileged.

“At the same time ... I'm looking 
forward to the day when it will 
no longer be notable that there’s a 
woman leading an organization — 
when it will have become part of the 
norm.”

This story is part of a yearlong 
series on how the pandemic is im-
pacting women in Africa, most 
acutely in the least developed coun-
tries. The Associated Press series is 
funded by the European Journal-
ism Centre’s European Develop-
ment Journalism Grants program, 
which is supported by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. The AP 
is responsible for all content.a

Moeti has made strides within 
WHO Africa to follow through on 
her word — starting a leadership 
program that has helped promote 
more women by ensuring that fe-
male applicants for jobs are taken 
as seriously as men.

Improved gender parity is evi-
dent at WHO Africa, where nearly 
equal numbers of men and women 
walk around the sprawling cam-

pus, about a 20-minute drive out-
side Brazzaville along the Congo 
River. In her time in office, Moeti 
said, she is proud to have shifted 
the ratio of men to women — now, 
four female directors and four male 
directors flank her in the grand 
conference room where meetings 
and Zoom calls are held. Prior, it 
was three women in the presence of 
six men.

One of the women at the table is 
Dr. Mary Stephens who says that 
seeing Moeti as regional director 
means a lot to her and others in Af-
rica, where women historically and 
traditionally have had to take a back 
seat: “It gives us hope and an indi-
cation that it can happen for any 
woman on the continent.”

Emergency work like hers, Ste-
phens said, 
“adds another 
layer of chal-
lenge to it for 
a woman, be-
cause you’re 
deployed to 
difficult situa-
tions and it is 
perceived to be 
a job that not all 
women can do. 
Well, we have 
been doing this 
work. I’ve been 
doing it for al-
most 10 years 
now, and we are 
progressing.”

In Africa, 
women have 
suffered dis-
proportionately 
during the pan-
demic — with 
lower vaccine 
rates, economic 
turmoil, rising 
p r e g n a n c i e s , 
other health-
care issues, 
increases in 
domestic and 
gender-based 
violence — and 
Moeti has made 
addressing that 
inequality a 
cornerstone of 
her work.

“Very often I’m thinking about 
those people who are most fre-
quently disadvantaged and missed 
by the health services ... the kind 
of adolescent girl, that person who 
is transitioning from being a child 
taken care of by the child health 
services to being a woman of repro-
ductive age with all the vulnerabili-
ties that that that implies in Africa,” 
Moeti said.

She thinks of women she knows 
and sees. The woman who braids 
her hair, who lost work because of 
the lockdown and is scared of the 
vaccine. An elderly woman who 
must carry her load of food up and 
down steep hills. Women selling 
produce at marketplaces forced to 
close their stalls.

The way out of the pandemic is to 
reach these women with awareness 
campaigns and economic aid, she 

said.
To this end, Moeti tries to get out 

into the field monthly. She's fre-
quently joined by government offi-
cials and journalists, and the con-
voy can attract a crowd — as with 
a recent trip to the dense Ouenze 
neighborhood of Brazzaville. Wom-
en and men jostled to get a glimpse 
of their health minister, the mayor 
and Moeti, at a small yard outside a 
health center.

In a colorful tailored top and 
WHO vest, Moeti listened with the 
others to 25-year-old biochemistry 
student Arnie Mayeyenda explain 
COVID-19, prevention methods 
and vaccination efforts to residents. 
Moeti leaned over to listen to a 
translator as the student spoke — 
nodding in encouragement.

“Many people aren’t aware of the 
presence of the virus, so we need to 
let them know about it and how to 
avoid getting it,” Mayeyenda said, 
explaining how Africa still lags be-
hind other parts of the world.

Later, Mayeyenda said Moeti and 
her work inspire her as Africa tries 
to catch up, and she recommended 
that the leader also visit universities 
to speak and show young women 
that a future in science is possible 
for them, too.

The pandemic has also worsened 
existing gender inequities in key 
spheres, according to WHO Africa. 
Women constitute 70% of the health 
and social workers in Africa and 
are on the frontlines of COVID-19 
response, yet 85% of national task 
forces are led by men, according to 
the U.N.

After cheering and celebration 

— part of the usual fanfare of offi-
cial visits — Moeti and the officials 
headed to a hospital, where nurses 
lined up to welcome them. In a tight 
corner, she and the health minister 
spoke with a woman being tested 
for COVID, reassuring her.

Africa has shown lower rates of 
COVID-19 cases compared with the 
rest of the world, but that's likely 
due to lower testing levels. Coun-
tries have struggled to treat the 
sick, and vaccination rates are low, 
with just over 13% of all of Africa's 
1.3 billion people fully vaccinated at 
the beginning of March. That's far 
behind the global rate of 56.6%, ac-
cording to Our World in Data

Moeti has nearly 40 years of ex-
perience in public health, but the 
coronavirus pandemic has con-

fronted her 
with new chal-
lenges.

“The difficul-
ties have real-
ly been about 
learning about 
this new virus, 
adapting quick-
ly and helping 
countries to 
do the same,” 
she said. She 
noted Africa 
faces unique 
challenges — at 
the start of the 
pandemic only 
a handful of 
the continent's 
c o u n t r i e s 
could test for 
COVID-19, now 
virtually every 
nation can do 
that. Africa has 
been depen-
dent upon im-
ported vaccines 
which result-
ed in lengthy 
delays as rich 
nations bought 
the inocula-
tions first.

The U.N.-
backed CO-
VAX initiative, 
meant to en-

sure equitable ac-
cess to vaccines, did not make its 
first deliveries to African countries 
until a year into the pandemic, and 
even then had uneven distribution.

But now steady supplies of vac-
cines are arriving across the conti-
nent and Africa is creating labs that 
can manufacture vaccines.

With hindsight, Moeti says she 
wishes she'd focused more on Af-
rica's low-income countries that 
needed help getting vaccines. She 
is pleased that the continent's coun-
tries can now get specific vaccines 
and reliable delivery dates, she said.

A major controversy during Moe-
ti's term erupted in Congo where a 
commission found that WHO-con-
tracted staff members were among 
aid workers who perpetrated sexual 
abuse during the Ebola crisis from 
2018 to 2020. Moeti said policies 
have been implemented to be sure 

this does not happen again, includ-
ing more stringent management of 
the hiring and supervision of con-
tract workers.

Moeti remains optimistic about 
Africa's path out of the pandemic — 
and WHO's role in that progress.

With a demanding schedule, 
she lives on the WHO campus and 
her office is just a few meters from 
home. It's sacred ground, with as-
sistants making sure she's not dis-
turbed. Her sprawling desk is neatly 
organized, with the United Nations 
and WHO banners behind it, the 
backdrop on her many Zoom con-
ferences. Her collection of African 
sculptures and paintings enlivens 
the office.

Warm with colleagues and jour-
nalists but private, she offers few 
details about her family, saying 
simply that they have been her ref-
uge during the pandemic. Sunday 
afternoons are reserved for her two 
daughters with whom she enjoys 
lengthy Zoom calls. Responding to 
their pleading, she now wakes up 
and doesn’t look at her phone until 
she has eaten breakfast.

Only recently has Moeti found 
time for activities outside work: 
listening to jazz, exercising on her 
stationary bike, tending a vegetable 
garden in her yard.

The women in her family helped 
her to achieve so much, she says. 
Moeti's mother was a doctor, and 
her grandmother a teacher who was 
widowed with seven girls to raise in 
a South African society that looked 
more favorably on educating sons. 
Moeti speaks of her as a hero — "a 
very determined, soldiering-on type 
of woman.”

Moeti also acknowledges that 
she was privileged to be raised in a 
family that valued education above 
all else. When she was young in 
apartheid South Africa where seg-
regated, sub-standard Bantu edu-
cation was enforced for Blacks, she 
had to commute to Swaziland for 
schooling and faced scrutiny at the 
borders of the small country encir-
cled by South Africa. The commute 
was too much, so her parents moved 
the family to Botswana where they 
could get better, non-racist educa-
tion.

The importance of education has 
been a constant in her life. When 
she pursued a master's degree in 
London, she was separated from 
her daughters for a year, and her 
marriage to their father eventually 
ended. She is now remarried to an 
epidemiologist who has worked on 
many outbreaks and commutes in 
and out of the country, she said.

Despite the challenges she has 
faced, she wouldn't change her life, 
she says. Her family and education 
continue to motivate her to improve 
Africa's health care. Thinking of 
young African girls suffering during 
COVID-19, Moeti says she wants 
to help improve their lives, inspire 
them and make them into leaders.

She wants them to know: “I’m a 
child who was in the South African 
township and running around the 
streets. I hope that will encourage 
them."

WHO Africa’s 1st woman leader helps continent fight COVID-19

Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, the first woman to lead the the World Health 
Organization’s regional Africa office, sits in her office in Brazza-
ville, Congo, Tuesday Feb. 8, 2022. As WHO Africa chief, Moeti initi-
ates emergency responses to health crises in 47 of the continent’s 
54 countries and recommends health policies. Moeti is facing her 
toughest challenge: helping Africa respond to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and urging better consideration of its people, especially women. 
(AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — One 
teenager was killed and two others 
were critically wounded Monday after 
gunfire that appeared to come from a 
passing vehicle struck them outside an 
Iowa school, authorities said.

Des Moines police said in a news 
release that potential suspects have 
been detained in the shooting on the 
grounds of East High School, near Des 
Moines’ downtown, about a half mile, 
from the Capitol. No charges were im-
mediately filed.

Sgt. Paul Parizek told KCCI-TV 
that calls started pouring in around 
2:50 p.m., shortly before classes were 
scheduled to dismiss for the day.

Police didn't identify those shot but 
said a 15-year-old male had died. He 
was not a student at East.

The other two shot were females 
aged 16 and 18, who both attend East. 
They were hospitalized in critical con-
dition.

The district said in a news release 
that the school was immediately put 
into lockdown and students were kept 

inside while police investigated. They 
were dismissed around 3:30 p.m. after 
law enforcement gave an all clear.

Principal Jill Versteeg described 
what happened as “everyone’s worst 
nightmare" and urged parents to “hug 
your students and love them.”

The district said there would be no 
classes Tuesday and that it was post-
poning the ACT and parent-teacher 
conferences. The district also was 
making grief counselors available.

Superintendent Thomas Ahart said 
school shootings have “become too 
common” and said that “real change to 
gun laws and access would go a long 
way to help us.”

“Our staff and students," he said, 
“are forced to train for these incidents 
and the trauma associated with the re-
peated drills and incidents will remain 
with them for years to come. It’s unfor-
tunate that our state and our country 
have become a place where firearms 
are far too easily accessible.”

Police said they do not believe there 
is a continued threat to the public.

A motive was not immediately 
known, and Parizek provided no de-
tails on the potential suspects. He said 
witnesses were being interviewed and 
investigators were executing search 
warrants.

Authorities have recovered shell 
casings from the scene as they investi-
gate what happened.

“Obviously, we threw every re-
source we had at this. We know that 
the kids in that school are our commu-
nity’s most precious cargo.”

Des Moines Police Chief Dana Win-
gert went to the school after the shoot-
ing and expressed frustration at the 
violence.

“Unfortunately what happened 
here today was just another pointless 
tragedy in our community,” Wingert 
told TV station WOI-TV. “People us-
ing firearms to settle their differenc-
es.”

Police said it was the fourth homi-
cide in Des Moines this year.

Hollingsworth reported from Mis-
sion, Kansas.

1 teen dead, 2 wounded in shooting outside Iowa high school

their students, or they can work out 
agreements with teachers unions, 
which have been among those most 
vocal about keeping the mandates 
in place.

After Chicago schools an-
nounced Monday that masks will 
no longer be required as of March 
14, the city's teachers union vowed 
to take officials to court, saying the 
move will violate an agreement 
with the district to keep the mask 
rule through the end of the school 
year.

In New York City, elementary stu-
dent Jack Jalaly ditched his mask 
Monday as they became optional in 
the nation's largest school district.

“I think it’s nice because kids can 
finally see their teachers talk, and I 
also have a younger daughter who 
has spent all her time with no face, 
right?" said Jack's mother, Andrea. 
“So for little kids, it’s really great 
because you can see the way words 
are pronounced and you can see 
spellings.

But third-grader Derrick Car-
ter-Jacob kept his mask on as New 
York eliminated the requirement. 
“I don't want to get COVID,” he 
said.

“Leave it on. There’s no reason 
for him to take it off until basically 
everybody is safe," said his parent, 
Michael Jacob. "I want my son to be 
safe. I’m sorry. That’s the way I see 
it.”

John Bracey, a Latin teacher at 
Belmont High School in suburban 
Boston, says he intends to keep 
wearing his hospital-grade N-95 
respirator through the end of the 
academic year even as district offi-
cials are expected to decide on their 
school mandate later this week.

The 41-year-old Bellingham res-
ident said he and his wife have 
also decided to keep his two young 
school-age children wearing masks 
this week even though their district 
lifted the requirement Monday.

“I have major concerns on so 
many levels,” Bracey said. “It ap-
pears to be a decision made to ben-
efit the most privileged and leaves 
everyone else to their own devic-

BOSTON (AP) — Major school 
districts around the country are 
allowing students into classrooms 
without masks for the first time in 
nearly two years, eliminating rules 
that stirred up intense fights among 
educators, school boards and par-
ents throughout the pandemic.

New York City became the lat-
est school district to do away with 
its mask requirement Monday and 
Philadelphia is poised to lift its 
mandate Wednesday, joining big 
cities such as Houston and Dallas 
and a number of a states that made 
similar moves in the last week. Chi-
cago schools will end their mask 
mandate next Monday.

Parents, teachers and principals 
face a complicated balancing act 
in navigating the new rules. Some 
families are thrilled that their chil-
dren no longer have to wear masks, 
while others say they're still tenta-

tive and urging their kids to keep 
wearing face coverings for now. 
Teachers and principals are caught 
in the middle.

In Anchorage, Alaska, School Su-
perintendent Deena Bishop says lift-
ing the mandate in the city’s nearly 
100 public schools last week was a 
relief after months of acrimony even 
though there were some bumpy 
patches.

Bishop says she has been made 
aware of a handful of comments 
teachers inadvertently made that 
“didn’t sit well” with students and 
their parents, such as a teacher sin-
gling out a young child whose par-
ents decided to keep them wearing 
a mask and another who had made 
a student feel guilty about their de-
cision not to wear one.

She said the instances served as 
“teachable moments” to remind 
staff that “a choice is a choice and 

that we need to honor that home’s 
choice.”

“There was a lot of angst, a lot 
of battles in the city over wearing 
masks, not wearing masks,” Bishop 
said. “So I’m glad that we’ve taken 
that fight away. All that has just sub-
sided, and now we can go back to fo-
cus on learning.”

Falling infection rates and new fed-
eral health guidance are leading most 
of the remaining states with state-
wide school mask requirements to 
drop the mandates. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention re-
cently issued new guidelines saying 
most Americans live in places where 
healthy people, including students, 
can safely take a break from wear-
ing masks.

But those hesitant about ending 
school mask mandates often point 
to low childhood vaccination rates 
among American children. Only 
about a quarter of children ages 5 to 
11 have been fully vaccinated against 
the coronavirus, and about 58% of 
children ages 12 to 17 are inoculated, 
the CDC says.

New York, Connecticut, Massa-
chusetts, Illinois and Delaware 
rescinded their statewide school 

mask requirements recently. New 
Jersey and Rhode Island dropped 
theirs officially Monday while Cal-
ifornia, Oregon and Washington 
have jointly announced they'll drop 
their statewide mandates effective 
March 12.

In many instances, the ultimate 
decisions are being made at the lo-
cal school district level.

Officials many large cities, such 
as Boston, Los Angeles and Wash-
ington, D.C., have said they'll keep 
mask rules for now, either until 
vaccination rates improve among 

es. We’re sacrificing the health of 
immunocompromised students, 
elderly staff and those of us with 
young children. I just can’t find a 
public health or moral justification 
for removing them.”

In Needham, another Boston sub-
urb, school administrators waited 
until Monday — a full week after the 
state eased its mask requirement — 
in part to prepare students for the 
transition this week to what they 
call a “mask-friendly environment,” 
says School Superintendent Daniel 
Gutekanst.

He said the work, which includ-
ed posters and informational videos 
created by district officials, appears 
to have paid off, with no reports 
of major disputes or other issues 
around mask wearing after classes 
ended Monday.

Melissa Bello says her two school-
age children were among those that 
gladly removed their masks Mon-
day.

She says her 8-year-old son has 
hearing loss in both ears and has 
been complaining of having trou-
ble understanding people in school 
with everyone wearing masks the 
last two years.

“He’s working harder every-
day in school and coming home 
more tired,” Bello said. “There’s 
not enough consideration for those 
kinds of tradeoffs in these mask 
mandates.”

But Jason Chan, another parent 
in Needham, said his two school-
age children went in Monday still 
wearing masks — and likely still 
will through the week before the 
family reassesses.

He believes his children, which 
include a 5-year-old son who has 
never known schooling without a 
mask, would be fine wearing them 
until the end of the school year, if it 
came down to it.

“Honestly, the kids have been 
doing better than the parents with 
the masks,” Chan said. “I hear a lot 
of parents upset but kids just don’t 
look at it the same way in terms of 
this civil rights issue. It’s like wear-
ing a hat or a sweater for them.

Only about a quarter 
of children ages 5 to 

11 have been fully 
vaccinated against 

COVID-19.

Mask mandates go away in schools, 
but parents’ worries persist

Children and their caregivers arrive for school in New York, 
Monday, March 7, 2022. New York City passed a COVID-19 milestone 
on Monday as masks became optional in city schools and restau-
rants, and other businesses could stop asking patrons for proof 
of vaccination. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)

Police investigate a shooting outside of East High School in Des 
Moines, Iowa, Monday, March 7, 2022. (Zach Boyden-Holmes/The 
Des Moines Register via AP)

People queue to receive hot food in the improvised bomb shelter 
in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy 
Maloletka)

LVIV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s energy 
minister said Russian forces that now 
control a Ukrainian nuclear plant are 
forcing the exhausted staff to record an 
address that they plan to use for propa-
ganda purposes.

Russian troops have been in control 
of the Zaporizhzhia plant, the largest 
in Europe, since seizing it an attack on 
Friday that set a building on fire and 
raised fears of a nuclear disaster. It was 
later determined that no radiation was 
released.

Energy Minister Herman Halush-
chenko said on Facebook that about 
500 Russian soldiers and 50 pieces of 
heavy equipment are inside the station. 
He said the Ukrainian staff are “physi-
cal and emotionally exhausted.”

Russia describes the war as a “spe-
cial military operation” and says it is 
conducting targeted attacks. Halush-
chenko's reference to propaganda 
appears to refer to Russian efforts to 
show it is not endangering Ukrainian 

civilians or infrastructure. 
LOS ANGELES — Lawmakers 

in the second most populous city in 
the U.S. on Tuesday approved a res-
olution condemning the actions of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
in waging war against Ukraine.

The Los Angeles City Council vot-
ed 14-0 to pass the resolution, which 
also urges international divestment 
of holdings in Russia.

The Board of Supervisors in 
neighboring Orange County unan-
imously passed a similar resolution 
Tuesday. It encourages the county to 
sever ties with any Russian-backed 
bank or financial institution. The 
county currently doesn’t have any 
direct investments in Russia.

In Los Angeles, members of the 
City Council expressed support for 
Ukraine, denounced “horrific acts 
against humanity” and expressed 
concern that history is repeating it-
self.

Live 
updates 
from 
Ukraine: 
Plant staff 
forced to 
record 
address
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IN THIS RAPID FIRE, WRITERS 
DISCUSS THE BEST FORM OF 
CONSUMING MUSIC.

Rapid FireRapid Fire
If we’re lucky in the Opinion section, we work through 

our beliefs completely and support them with great argu-
ments. But sometimes, we don’t need a deeper reason to hold 
our convictions. Rapid Fire is for those tweet-length takes 
that can be explained in just a sentence or two — no more jus-
tification needed.

The best form of consuming music is an iPod 
Nano. These were by far the funniest Apple 
product because they were no larger than the 
face of a watch, yet came with a touch screen. 
They still managed to hold a few gigabytes of 
songs, and were far cheaper than modern Apple 
watches. There’s something unforgettable about 
playing Tetris on a one-inch screen, and being 
able to hide it so easily in 6th grade class.

Harrison Raskin, Opinion Editor

My favorite form of consuming music was 
always through CDs. I mean, they’re not as 
convenient as a streaming service like Spotify 
— although CDs can’t go offline for hours, cre-
ating panic and making you think your account 
got hacked — but some artists put a lot of 
extras into the CD versions of their albums. 
Taylor Swift, for example, had special messages 
in her CD booklets that my friends and I would 
enjoy decoding together. Other artists add in 
posters or something else you can admire while 
listening to their music. With CDs, you get a full 
experience with an artist’s music, as well as any 
special add-ons they decide to throw in. 

Anika Veeraraghav, Associate Opinion Editor

I think it goes without saying that the superi-
or form of consuming music takes the form of 
the vinyl record. The culture surrounding them 
is wonderfully vast and intergenerational, and 
their recent resurgence has made them more 
accessible than ever (not to mention they are 
typically pretty cheap to begin with). Nothing 
beats that soft crackle you hear right before 
your favorite Earth, Wind & Fire or Steely Dan 
project. Plus, their thin shape allows for easy 
storage, and record players themselves make 
for particularly aesthetic decor.

Owen Silverman, Contributor

The best form of consuming music is easily 
a live performance. Nothing beats listening 
to someone’s raw talent and musical capa-
bilities performed in any setting, universal 
to all genres. Electronic music has its merits 
of on-demand convenient music listening. 
However, it will never compare to the epitome of 
musical quality: listening to a trained musician 
in a live performance.

Keegan Reck, Contributor

The best form of consuming music is certainly 
the cassette tape. They hold an irreplaceable 
novelty and nostalgia in the hearts of many. 
There is nothing that beats customizing a tangi-
ble playlist for somebody, case and all, and then 
being able to physically hand it to them and see 
their face light up. Besides, they’re incredibly 
portable. What’s more is that cassettes aren’t 
just for old music, as artists today are still 
releasing their music on cassette for their old-
soul fans.

Maddie Papcun, Weekly Columnist

I’ve gotta say the best way to listen to music 
is by preserving a CD of your favorite artist in 
amber and using the most cutting edge genetic 
sequencing techniques to clone your favor-
ite singer or band in the comfort of your own 
home! It comes with some setbacks, obviously. 
Sometimes the quality is disrupted by pesky 
questions like “How did I get here?” or “What is 
my real past?” And of course there’s the whole 
predicament of raising the clones from infancy 
to adulthood, but if you can stomach the small 
limitations, you’re in for the live performance of 
a lifetime. 

Nell Srinath, Staff Writer

While I’ve spent countless hours consuming 
music from vinyl, cassettes and CDs, I’m going 
to have to go with the most basic option and 
say streaming. Before you hate me, I promise 
I have at least a slightly valid reason. I listen 
to music largely while sitting at my drums and 
playing along, and there’s no easier way to blast 
whatever music I want to listen to straight to 
my headphones than by booting up Spotify and 
choosing a song. The convenience and variety 
available is just unmatched. 

Sam Zelin, Weekly Columnist
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David Bruno shares tips on how to be a successful 
entrepreneur during ‘Productivity Powerhouse’ event

by Jordana Castelli | STAFF WRITER | jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

The Connecticut Center 
for Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation hosted “Pro-
ductivity Powerhouse” 
with David Bruno on 
Wednesday evening, and 
it could not have come at 
a better time. With only 
a few days until spring 
break, motivation levels 
across campus have de-
clined and everyone is 
ready to take a breather. 
Bruno spoke with stu-
dents on when to stop 
working, his top three 
tips for entrepreneurs and 
what he does to focus.  

Bruno is an entrepre-
neur at heart; he is the 
co-founder of Red Plan-
et Ventures, works with 
UConn by hosting events 
such as this one and also 
recently got involved 
with Connecticut Innova-
tions. Along with being 
an entrepreneur, he is a 
husband, father, son and 
friend, making the need to 
focus and stay organized 
essential.  

Bruno begins his day 
sitting at his desk and 
checking off the hardest 
thing on his to-do list.  

“What’s the hardest 
thing that is going to block 
you, and I do that with my 
best energy first thing,” he 
says. “Take out the thing 
you don’t want to do.”  

Before going digital, 
Bruno first takes paper 
notes during his meet-
ings, which he then trans-
fers onto his computer at 
the end of the day. This 
allows him to focus on his 
client during the call and 
then process his notes two 
times, once when he is 
writing them 

physically, and for the 
second time when he 
types them out.  

Entrepreneurial spaces 
are often glamorized, but 
Bruno shed lights on the 
difficult aspects of being 
an entrepreneur.  

“It’s not like you have a 
supportive office with a 
printer and a coffee ma-
chine and a support net-
work of people around 
you,” he says. “When 
you’re in the entrepre-
neurial space you are des-
perately alone all the time 
and your lifeline is the 
people you turn into your 
team.”  

Stay Present  

Bruno stresses the im-
portance of staying pres-
ent with the people you are 
with and how much this 
can benefit both parties.  

“I noticed a lot of folks 
are just constantly dis-
tracted,” he says. “They’re 
in a meeting, but they’re 
not.”  

While someone may 
physically be there, it 

is often not hard to tell 
if their mind is wander-

ing somewhere else. Bruno 
emphasizes the importance 
of being in the moment, 
dedicating that time and 
then taking a break if need-
ed after.  

 Use Your Phone  

People are often told to 
get off their phones, but 
Bruno advocates for the 
opposite. He believes that 
calling someone is a form 
of saying “I love you.” 
Throughout his day, Bru-
no calls about six to seven 
different people, whether it 
be to check in and see if he 
can help them somehow, to 
make sure they are aligned 
or simply to say hello.  

 Helping People  

“Just help somebody,” 
are Bruno’s biggest words 
of advice when becoming 
an entrepreneur. Finding 
out how to make some-
one’s life easier can lead 
to long-term, substantial 
partnerships. After work-
ing abroad for 25 years, 
Bruno knew few people 
when he came back to 
America, however he hit 
the ground running by 
meeting people and find-
ing out if he could help 
them in any way.  

Say Thank You 

Bruno’s last tip is one 
that we could all do more: 
say thank you.  

“I say thank you 50 
times a day because peo-
ple actually feel good 
when you take a small 

moment and thank                               
someone for whatever 
they are doing for you,” 
he says. “I think it’s real-
ly important to genuinely 
mean it when you say it 
and thank people.”  

 The next CCEI discus-
sion, “Why Should You 
Invest in the Next Gener-
ation of Entrepreneurs” 
with Beth Settje, Jasdeep 
Singh and Amanda Clark, 
will take place on Monday, 
March 14.  

If you would like to 
get in touch with David 
Bruno, feel free to email 
him at: 

david.2.bruno@uconn.
edu.

David Bruno is an entrepreneur and co-founder of Red Planet Ventures. He was hosted by the Connecticut Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship and Innovation for “Productivity Powerhouse,” part of the Timely Topics series.

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND INNOVATION VIA CCEI.UCONN.EDU

Here are 
[Bruno’s] 

top four tips 
for being a 

productivity 
powerhouse:

To deal with the stress 
of working, Bruno takes 
many stress breaks, where 
he will drink water, go on 
a walk with his dog, lift 
weights, listen to music or 
look at the birds outside 
to ground himself. Doing 
this helps him get through 
difficult times throughout 
the day.  

The Connecticut 
Center for 

Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation 

hosted “Productivity 
Powerhouse” with 
David Bruno on 

Wednesday evening, 
and it could not have 
come at a better time.
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Collecting and Solar Printing:
A HOBBY AND ART PROJECT INSPIRED BY TASHJIAN’S NUT MUSEUM

On Tuesday, March 8, the William 
Benton Museum of Art presented an 
interactive workshop called “Art & Ar-
tifact: Collecting In Practice” about col-
lecting and solar printing, connecting 
the two to the exhibition “Remember-
ing the Nut Museum.” 

Assistant curator and academic 
liaison Amanda Douberly led a talk 
that dove into Elizabeth Tashjian’s 
paintings, nut collection and other 
artwork. Following that, Curator of 
Education Molly Sixsmith explained 
how to honor collections like Tashji-
an’s through the artistic form of solar 
printing. Through Tashjian’s artwork, 
this workshop brought to light the ben-
efits of collecting as a hobby, and how 
it can inspire creativity in displaying 
meaningful objects through the art of 
solar printing. 

The workshop began with looking 
critically at some of Tashjian’s paint-
ings inspired by her nut collection. The 
first painting we looked at displayed 
nutcrackers, a hand and chestnuts. At 
first glance, it looks like a still, two-di-
mensional painting. Hearing the paint-
ing’s title, “Cracker Chase,” however, 

gives the painting a sense of motion, 
and you can almost see the gargoyle, 
bird-like nutcrackers chasing the nuts 
with vigor. 

Collecting, like painting, is a part of 
cultures across all age groups around 
the world. As a child, you may have col-
lected seashells or rocks, or you might 
have been a part of the Silly Bandz 
craze of 2010. Likewise, as a college 
student, you might find your drawers 
and closet filled with free stickers and 
T-shirts. Whether it’s pressed pennies, 
snow globes or anything in between, 
collecting can be a great hobby and a 
fun way to collect souvenirs, wheth-
er that be from traveling around the 
world or just from Homer Babbidge to 
Storrs Center. 

Displaying your collection can be 
challenging, especially in a dorm, so 
finding creative ways to honor your 
prized possessions is crucial. Solar 
printing is a great way to showcase 
your favorite items in an artistic, mini-
malist way, while also leaving you with 
personalized wall decor! 

Solar printing, also known as sun 
printing or cyanotypes, can be done in 
just a few easy steps. First, you’ll want 
to select items that are flat and have 
interesting edges. Items from nature 
work particularly well, like leaves or 

flowers, but household items like but-
tons and keys are great choices as well. 

Next, you’ll want to arrange your 
items on the solar printing paper with 
the blue side facing up.  

Once the paper and items are ar-
ranged, take your paper outside for a 
quick sunbathing session! A piece of 
advice: Wait for more consistent spring 
weather to come around so the clouds 
and wind don’t sabotage your work. 
Make sure to carry it outside exactly as 
you want it, because development starts 
as soon as the sun rays hit the paper. 
Keep it in the sun for two minutes or un-
til the paper turns a very pale blue. 

Now it’s time to develop the print! In 
the comfort of your home, take the ob-
jects off the paper and find a bowl large 
enough for the paper to lie in. Fill the 
dish with water, and let the paper soak 
for one minute. Let it dry for about two 
hours, and voilá: Your very own solar 
print! 

The “Remembering the Nut Muse-
um” exhibit ends this Friday, March 11, 
so be sure to stop by the Benton before 
then. You can pick up a solar printing 
kit for free at the Benton this week, or 
purchase the paper for about $10 at 
your local craft store. For more upcom-
ing Benton events, you can check out 
the Benton’s online calendar.

by Amy O’Rourke
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amy.co@uconn.edu

Elizabeth Tashjian, aka The Nut Lady, stands beside one of her art pieces. On March 8, 2022, the Benton 
Museum hosted an interactive workshop connected with the exhibit about her Nut Museum, which used to 
be in Old Lyme, Conn. PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The “Remembering the Nut Museum: Visionary Art of Elizabeth Tashjian” exhibit in the Benton Museum of 
Art features sculptures, paintings, and collections of nuts from artist Elizabeth Tashjian’s Nut Museum in 
Old Lyme, Connecticut. The exhibit also features video interviews as well as a recreation of the artist’s mu-
seum. The exhibit will be open until March 11, 2022.   PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The Barista Diaries:The Barista Diaries:  
BATTLE OF THE CREAMERSBATTLE OF THE CREAMERS

Making coffee from home is a great 
way to save money and time, but it can 
also be a fun process. You can add ex-
actly what ingredients you want into 
your beverage with the environmental 
benefit of using a reusable cup. So what 
are the best creamers on the market to 
purchase for your at-home coffee mak-
ing right now? I have tried a variety of 
trending creamer brands over the past 
few months, and here are my recom-
mendations.  

by Grace Seymour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.seymour@uconn.edu

Califia Farms: Califia Farms: 

Chobani: Chobani: 

Silk: Silk: 

Coffee-mate: Coffee-mate: 

Califia Farms prides itself on offering non-GMO cer-
tified and vegan coffee creamers. It offers both oat milk 
and almond milk-based creamers in a range of different 
flavors. I tried the newly released oat milk cinnamon 
roll flavor and the almond milk cookie butter flavor. 
Many complaints that people have when it comes to 
plant-based creamers is that they are too thin, but Cali-
fia Farms did not disappoint. Both flavors were creamy 
and foamed up well with my frother. The sleek packag-
ing will also definitely make you feel fancy when you 
make your coffee in the morning!

Out of all of the creamers I have reviewed, Chobani 
has to be my favorite. It offers dairy creamers, as well 
as plant-based creamers. The vintage packaging and the 
flavors are so creative, but its sweet cream flavor is the 
reason this brand has been trending lately. It tastes al-
most identical to the addictive sweet cream from Star-
bucks which is pretty hard to replicate. Purchase a milk 
frother to foam this up and pour it over a cold brew to 
make your own vanilla sweet cream cold brew! Other 
Chobani flavors that are worth mentioning are almond 
coco-loco, sizzlin’ brown sugar and caramel macchia-
to. Also be on the lookout for its limited edition holiday 
creamers which have included cookies and cream and 
mint cookie. If you like cookies, Chobani seems to be the 
perfect creamer for you!

Silk is another dairy-free option that offers almond 
milk and oat milk-based flavors. I tried the oat milk 
oatmeal cookie flavor and the almond milk sweet and 
creamy flavor. If making cold foam to put on top of your 
iced coffee is an essential part of your routine, I would 
avoid this brand. Although the creamers did not foam 
up well, the quality of the flavors was great. The oatmeal 
cookie was so unique and the sweet and creamy flavor 
was a great option for a lighter version of Starbucks’ 
sweet cream. I have also heard good things about its 
crème brûlée flavor which I will have to try soon. 

I had to include a classic brand in this review and Cof-
fee-mate seemed like the best choice because of its play-
ful take on creamer flavors. It offers a Cinnamon Toast 
Crunch flavor and a Golden Grahams flavor that trans-
port the deliciousness of morning cereal into a cup of 
coffee. It also offers sugar-free and fat-free flavors that 
do not have a bad aftertaste which is essential. If you 
are looking for a sugar-free creamer option, definitely 
go with Coffee-mate over International Delight. I tried 
the sugar-free French vanilla creamer from Internation-
al Delight and it was not enjoyable. Other Coffee mate 
flavors worth mentioning are vanilla bean and Italian 
sweet creme, so go try them out!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS, FLICKR AND OPEN FOOD FACTS
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Photo of the Day | Horsebarn Hill

Horses graze on Horsebarn Hill on a snowy afternoon on Wednesday, March 9. PHOTO BY LAUREN PAWLOWSKI, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Crossword

Join The Daily Campus

Sudoku

Solution to Saturday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 5, 2022

ACROSS
1 Possible cause of 

price cuts
5 Sensitivity 

symptom
9 Bucks’ gp.

12 Overdo, perhaps
14 Greeting or 

parting word
15 Larter of “Heroes”
16 One might be 

involved in a gag
19 Finish in a winery
20 Gossamer
21 Talk with one’s 

hands
22 Conductor 

Klemperer
24 Again and again, 

in verse
27 Composer of 

“furniture music”
29 Decision-making 

board with no 
members

33 Haydn oratorio, 
with “The”

35 Bull elk, at times
36 Sauce named for 

a city
38 Fancifies
39 Transaction 

involving the 
repurchase 
of securities 
recently unloaded

40 “... a __ sorrows 
and acquainted 
with grief”: 
“Messiah”

41 Pound parts
42 Bobs and weaves
43 Lean meat 

source
45 Shows interest ... 

or a lack of it
47 __ Minor
50 Certain cookie 

vendor’s reward
55 Symphonist’s 

work
57 Semana seventh
58 Pre-owned
59 Digs
60 Stock thriller 

character
61 Queens, e.g.
62 Within: Pref.

DOWN
1 Slip
2 Broadway theatre 

dedicatee Alfred
3 Drives

4 Travelers’ aids, 
briefly

5 Lays on, as 
buttercream

6 Sneak, in a way
7 Insert indicator
8 Plot device?
9 Org. in 2018’s 

“First Man”
10 Like-minded 

group
11 Like a screened-

in porch, say
12 Car-wash-

sponsoring org., 
maybe

13 Black numbers?
17 Prominent figure 

in the Reign of 
Terror

18 Loses, with “off”
23 Connected (with)
24 Certain razor 

namesake
25 2002 title role for 

Salma
26 Carpenter’s joint 

component
28 Open-mouthed
30 Tale in which 

Hector and 
Achilles duel

31 __ shot
32 Horned zodiac 

animal

34 Agile performer
35 Twice-baked 

cookies
37 Astringent in red 

wine
41 Like some bio 

majors
44 Get to chuckle
46 Observed, 

maybe
47 Some are  

visual
48 Short cut?

49 Words from Dr. 
Watson

51 Great American 
Ball Park team

52 Effort
53 Command in 

BASIC
54 Musician 

whose name 
is a number in 
reverse

56 Pitmaster’s 
application

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Stella Zawistowski 2/5/22
Friday’s Puzzle Solved

2/5/22

Submit a tip

COMIC BY VAN NGUYEN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Women’s Lacrosse: 
Huskies defeat 
Manhattan behind 
Watson’s hat trick  

For the second time in three 
weeks, the women’s lacrosse team 
was set to hold its home openers to 
the public and welcome spring. In-
stead, both times, the Huskies were 
forced inside the Shenkman Train-
ing Center due to wintry, inclement 
weather. Nevertheless, the Huskies 
got the job done, demolishing an 
overmatched Manhattan College 
Jaspers squad that looked lifeless 
from the start.  

The contest began as many do for 
the Huskies: with a Sydney Watson 
goal. Watson, a senior and presea-
son All-American ranks No. 33 in 
the country in goals per game with 
3.4, making the most of her final go 
around so far. To the surprise of 
many, Manhattan’s Jillian Reiner 
answered with a goal of her own 
less than a minute later, but that 
began a 40-plus minute scoring 
drought that saw the Huskies com-
pletely take over.  

The run began with another Wat-
son goal, which was via a nice assist 
from Kate Shaffer, who picked up 
a goal of her own five minutes lat-
er. Susan Lafountaine added her 
eighth of the season to close out the 
quarter up 4-1.  

Kyra Place joined the party with 
a score, despite being one player 
short. Lia Laprise added another 
goal in her under-the-radar season, 
with 15 goals and eight assists. Wat-
son completed the hattrick, Grace 
Coon got one and Shaffer netted 
her second. Lauren Barry and So-

by Stratton Stave 
STAFF WRITER 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

phie Sorenson each scored one to 
close out the half on a 10-0 run and 
an 11-1 lead.  

Early in the third, Madelyn 
George grabbed her third score of 
the year and Barry netted her sec-
ond of the afternoon. Julianna Io-
vine finally stopped the bleeding 
for the Jaspers, ending the 12-0 run, 
but the damage was already done as 
the third quarter came to an end.  

Laprise and Coon each added an-
other goal to start out the fourth, 
before the Huskies emptied their 
bench. During this period, the Hus-
kies were outscored 4-1, but still 
pulled out a double-digit win, 16-6.  

WATSON SHINES AGAIN 

Although this was as easy a game 
as any to put up a hat trick, Wat-
son still looked good doing it. She 
scored all three of her goals in the 
team’s first seven, but at the end of 
the day, Manhattan wasn’t putting 
up much resistance.  

LIA-DERSHIP 

Laprise is quietly putting up one 
of the more productive seasons of 
any player in the country. The at-
tacker scored two goals and dished 
out a pair of assists Wednesday and 
is second on the team in goals and 
first in assists. As the competition 
gets tougher, it will be interesting to 
see how Laprise will respond.  

The Huskies will stay home 
to play Cornell this Sunday in a 
matchup that should be very even. 

Women’s Tennis: UConn 
wins third straight, defeats 
Quinnipiac 5-2 

The UConn women’s tennis team 
has struggled to string together win 
streaks at the beginning of the 2022 
season. Going back and forth under 
and over the .500 mark, the Huskies 
have fought to build momentum 
and achieve success that can carry 
them throughout the spring season, 
as days get longer and the weather 
gets nicer. They welcomed another 
in-state opponent, Quinnipiac, to 
Magic Lincer Tennis Club on Tues-
day afternoon looking to do just 
that. 

The top doubles team of Julianne 
Bou and Leonie Hoppe took care 
of business, winning a closely con-
tested match against the Bobcats 
team of Claire Koscielski and Brit-
tney Wilbur, lifting UConn to the 
win in Doubles No. 1. It was more 

of the same in Doubles No. 2, as 
Aleksandra Karamyshev and Isa-
bel Petri Bere moved to 14-7 on the 
year, defeating Kamilla Nella and 
Dominique Vasile 6-4. Quinnipiac 
snagged the win in Doubles No. 3, 
as the team of Jordan Bradley and 
Madison Williams was too much 
for Caroline Cook and Denise Lai, 
emerging victorious 6-4. 

In the singles matchups, it was 
more of the same strong play for 
UConn. Bou improved to a team 
best 14-8 on the year, defeating Nel-
la in straight sets 6-4, 6-2 in Singles 
No. 1. The same could not be said for 
Karamyshev at Singles No. 2, falling 
in straight sets to Koscielski, ending 
12-11 overall on the season. However, 
UConn had her back in both Singles 
No. 3 and 4, as Hoppe rebounded af-
ter dropping the first set 4-6 to come 
back and defeat Vasile in the next 
two sets, 7-5, 6-0, pushing her re-
cord to 12-8. Caroline Cook did the 

same in No. 4, only needing two sets 
to notch a win over Williams, com-
batting the defeat in Doubles No. 3 
with a 6-1, 6-0 straight set victory.  

Isabel Petri Bere stayed locked 
in and composed in Singles No. 5, 
taking down Jordan Bradley 6-1, 
6-1 to for her third win in a row and 
moved to 8-2 in her last 10. Quin-
nipiac was able to salvage Singles 
No. 6, as Andie Williams beat Lai in 
straight sets, 6-4, 6-3, handing the 
junior her second loss in a row, and 
pushing her under .500 for the sea-
son. Despite this, it was UConn that 
won its third match in a row, defeat-
ing the Bobcats 5-2.  

Up next for the Huskies is a trip to 
Florida to take on Florida Southern 
College on Tuesday, March 15, the 
first of a back-to-back in the Sun-
shine State, moving down to Dayto-
na Beach the following afternoon to 
face Bethune-Cookman on March 
16. 

 

 

by Jacob Sondik 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
jacob.sondik@uconn.edu 

UConn in the Pros: 
Cardiac Kemba flatlines 

 
Andre Drummond - Nets 

Since becoming the new addi-
tion to this struggling Brooklyn 
Nets team, Andre Drummond has 
struggled to fit in. However, he 
surprised most people with his re-
cent performance. Drummond put 
up a season high of 20 points and 
added 14 points, two assists, two 
blocks and one steal in 24 minutes 
during Tuesday’s 132-121 victory 
over the Hornets. With the Nets los-
ing James Harden, Kevin Durant is 
working alone out on the court with 
the exception of having Kyrie Irving 
come play for away games. It is go-
ing to be interesting how Brooklyn 
decides to use Drummond in these 

u p c o m i n g 
games, as 
the Nets are 
looking to 
climb their 

way back up the standings. They 
will be facing Joel Embid and the 
76ers this Thursday, March 10, 
which will not be an easy task.  

Kemba Walker - Knicks  

The Knicks have decided to shut 
down Kemba Walker for the rest of 
the season due to recurring knee 
injuries. For the New York Knicks, 
this bad news is just the tip of the 
iceberg. Now with Kemba not play-
ing, he has put himself in a position 
to be traded in the offseason. The 
Knicks brought in the Bronx native 
with hopes he would be the star 
point guard they have been wait-
ing for, but it clearly did not end up 
working out. Former UConn coach 
Jim Calhoun told the New York Post 
when asked about Walker, “One 
thing I’m sure of and positive of — 
he’s going to do everything human-
ly possible to get back to playing.’’ 
Since Kemba’s contract will expire 
this summer, it is likely that the 
Knicks will try to trade him.  

James Bouknight - Hornets  

James Bouknight continues 
struggling his rookie year as he is 
ruled out to play again with a neck 
injury. Bouknight has missed the 
last five games with this injury and 
is currently averaging five points 
per game. The Hornets recently 
picked up veteran guard Isaiah 
Thomas on a 10-day contract re-
cently with hopes he can provide 
some leadership to this young team. 
Charlotte currently sits behind the 
Nets in ninth place.  

Rudy Gay - Jazz  

While being part of a playoff cal-
iber Utah Jazz team, Rudy Gay has 
still been restricted in his playing 
time lately due to an ongoing knee 
injury and illness. The 35-year-old 
veteran last played on Feb. 28 for 
13 minutes and scored just three 
points and two assists. The Jazz are 
in fourth place in the Western con-
ference and hope to have Gay back 
soon, as he is a valuable asset to this 
talented team.  

by Xander Serrano 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT  
alexander.serrano@uconn.edu 

The UConn women’s tennis team competes against Stony Brook at the Magic Lincer Tennis Club in Man-
chester, Conn. on Feb. 18, 2022. PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn women’s lacrosse battles to a 12-11 victory over No. 22 UMass 
as UConn senior Sydney Watson scores halfway through the overtime 
period. With the win, the Huskies picked up their first victory against 
a ranked opponent and improve to 4-1 on the season. 

PHOTO BY MATTHEW PICKETT, FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Due to a recurring knee injuries, 
the Knicks have decided to shut 
Kemba Walker down for the rest 
of the season. Walker’s contract 
expires in the summer, and it is 
likely that the Knicks will trade 
him. 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF TWITTER

James Bouknight has been ruled out to play again 
due to a neck injury. He has benched from playing 
again
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF SPORTS ILLUSTRATED

Andre Drummond put up a season high of 
twenty points, two assists, two blocks, and 
one steal over the Hornets on Tuesday. He 
is the newest addition to the Brooklyn Nets 
team.

Rudy Gay has not been playing in 
games due to an ongoing knee inju-
ry. Gay last played on Feb. 28.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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Photo of the Day | You don’t scare me!

UConn plays against Marquette University in the semifinals of the Big East women’s basketball tournament at the Mohegan Sun Arena on Sunday March 6. The Huskies won 71-51 
after holding a lead the entire game, and will be playing in the final game on Monday, March 6 at 8 p.m. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s Basketball: 
No. 20 Huskies are Big East Tournament bound

It’s officially the most wonder-
ful time of the year for Huskies 
fans, as the UConn men’s basket-
ball team is off to Madison Square 
Garden to play in its first Big East 
Tournament  since leaving the con-
ference back in 2013.  

“There’s no way to explain to 
[our players] what the intensity of 
the game Thursday night is going to 
be, what the energy in the crowd is 
going to feel like,” said head coach 
Dan Hurley. “The electricity is dif-
ferent than any game that they will 
have played in since they’ve been 
here.” 

Since returning to the Big East, 
Connecticut has enjoyed two con-
secutive third place finishes in the 
competitive Power Six basketball 
conference. This year, while initial-
ly projected by the league to finish 
in second behind only Villanova, 

the regular season was still a suc-
cess by any metric, especially after 
losing all-conference guard James 
Bouknight to the NBA Draft this 
offseason. 

The Huskies’ depth was surely 
put to the test this year, as players 
like Adama Sanogo and Tyrese 
Martin struggled with injuries ear-
ly on. Losses to Michigan State and 
West Virginia came with key, big 
men out with injuries, giving the 
Huskies some valuable experience 
for the rest of the season.  

In terms of the team’s quality 
wins, the double-overtime win over 
Auburn in the Battle 4 Atlantis 
Tournament turned out to be a huge 
resume builder, as the Tigers abso-
lutely ran the SEC this year in dom-
inating fashion. In Big East play, the 
team took care of business against 
the bottom half of the league, sweep-
ing squads like Butler, Georgetown, 
St. John’s and DePaul. A sweep 
of NCAA Tournament-lock Mar-
quette was massive for its resume, 

as was a big home win over pow-
erhouse Villanova in late February. 
The player’s efforts, capped by a 
huge Senior Night victory against 
DePaul, earned them the No. 3 seed 
in the Big East Tournament. 

With such a high seed, UCo-
nn earned a bye in the first round, 
which is set for Wednesday night. 
They first play on Thursday at 9:30 
p.m., against either Seton Hall or 
Georgetown. Since the defending 
champion Hoyas haven’t won a sin-
gle contest dating back to December 
2021, it’s a safe bet that the Pirates 
will be meeting the Huskies in the 
quarterfinals. This should be an 
intense matchup yet again, as both 
contests between the schools this 
year resulted in one and two pos-
session finishes. 

If Connecticut makes it past its 
first round, it doesn’t get any easier. 
Next up is the winner of St. John’s vs. 
DePaul or Villanova, and if history 
is any metric, the nationally ranked 
Wildcats will be the Huskies’ op-

by Jonathan Synott 
SPORTS EDITOR 
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu 

ponent at 9:00 
p.m. on Friday. 
Sure, Villanova 
handed the Hus-
kies their only 
double-digit loss 
of the season 
in early Febru-
ary, but UConn 
was able to get 
its revenge later 
in the month, 
picking up its 
first win over 
the Wildcats 
since 2014. Time 
will tell if the 
monkey is truly 
off the Huskies’ 
backs. 

Assuming a 
win there, UCo-
nn could have a 
number of op-
ponents, with 
the most like-
ly being No. 1 
Providence, No. 
4 Creighton or 
No. 5 Marquette.  

One major 
difference be-
tween this year’s 
team and last is 
that this team 
has a real shot 
at winning the 
tournament. It’s 
obviously not 
going to be easy, as it never is in the 
Big East, but take a look at the facts. 
Historically, the Huskies travel well 
to the World’s Most Famous Arena, 
and some fans consider it their third 
home court behind Gampel and the 
XL Center.  

In terms of competition, UConn 
has beaten every team in the confer-
ence except for two, Providence and 
Creighton. With that being said, 
Providence was able to squeak by 
with a win at the XL Center back 
in December with UConn missing 
Sanogo due to injury. It’s a fair as-
sessment to say that the Huskies 
could have won that game with 
Sanogo’s presence, and even PC 
coach Ed Cooley said as much in his 
postgame presser. Are they a good 
team? Absolutely. But they are still 
a beatable team.  

The Creighton losses seemed to 
happen at inopportune times. In 

In this Feb. 19 photo, the UConn men’s basketball team plays Xavier at Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn. 
Former Huskies James Bouknight and Christian Vital were in attendance at the February game, as 
well as TikTok-famous dad Marc D’Amelio. On Saturday, the Huskies beat DePaul, earning them a spot 
in this year’s Big East tournament.

PHOTOGRAPH BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

In this Feb. 19 photo, UConn’s Adama Sanogo 
goes for a layup in a match against Xavier at 
Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn. The Huskies 
victory gave them their 10th Big East win of the 
season. The Huskies are headed to New York for 
the Big East tournament after beating DePaul 
this past Saturday.

PHOTOGRAPH BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE 
DAILY CAMPUS

both matchups, the Huskies were 
coming off of five game-winning 
streaks, while the Bluejays were 
coming off of a loss. Creighton al-
ways had more to play for as a re-
building team that stayed around 
the bubble all year, while UConn 
had its at-large tournament bid 
locked up from the jump. If they 
meet again in the finals, expect the 
Huskies to be in a winnable game. 

“If not number one, then top 
two,” said guard RJ Cole on the Big 
East Tournament. “Probably regu-
lar season champions was first, and 
we didn’t get that, so now Big East 
[Tournament] champions is the 
next one on that list. Hopefully we 
can cross it off.” 

Tip-off against Seton Hall or 
Georgetown is set for 9:30 p.m. on 
Thursday at Madison Square Gar-
den in New York. The games will be 
broadcast live on FS1 with the title 
game on FOX. 
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What team will win the Big East? 
Here at the Basketball Capital of the World, the women’s basketball team already clinched the Big East Tournament title earlier this week. Yet there 

is still more basketball to be played with the men’s Big East tournament getting into full swing. Aside from favoring Dan Hurley’s Huskies to win the 
conference, what team do you think the confetti will rain down on? Here’s the team each of our writers want to see win:  

Xavier Musketeers 

If the Chattanooga Mocs haven’t proven things 
yet, this is March. The Musketeers are on the cusp 
of making the tournament, having lost 10 of 16 and 
reeling from a 12-2 start to the season. Despite their 
struggles, Xavier has a talent cesspool. It all starts 
with Jack Nunge (13.1 PPG, 7.5 RPG, 52% from the 
fi eld), the Iowa transfer who has proven that he could 
thrive without defending Player of the Year Luka 
Garza or Keegan Murray. But it’s more than just him 
as Paul Scruggs (11.9 PPG), Colby Jones (11 PPG) and 
Nate Johnson (10.4 PPG) have all stepped up off en-
sively to keep the Musketeers close in games. Should 
the Musketeers beat Butler, they would have to play 
the Providence Friars, setting up the possibility of not 
only an upset, but also of Dwon Odom snatching an-
kles again. As I’ve said before, as long as they make it 
to Friday night, they will be in the tournament. Win 
the whole thing and Travis Steele might get a lifetime 
extension. 

by Cole Stefan 
STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu 

Providence Friars 

Surprisingly, the No. 1 seed in this tournament 
might have the most to prove out of anyone. While 
fi nishing Big East play with a 14-3 conference record, 
the Friars and their fanbase have dealt with analytics 
all year, claiming they are the luckiest team in col-
lege basketball. They are ranked in the AP Poll, but 
are not top 25 in the KenPom or NET ratings, being 
swept by No. 2 Villanova and having canceled games 
against UConn and Seton Hall. No matter the oppo-
nent, the Friars have been in close contests all season, 
but usually came out on top. Here’s the main point: 
good teams win close games. Providence may be the 
top dogs of the regular season, but a quick exit to 
similarly rated Seton Hall or Marquette, along with 
a failure to make it to at least the Sweet 16, could se-
verely put a damper on the historic season the Friars 
have had. They have a chip on their shoulders, and I 
believe they will play with a ton of fi ght this weekend. 

by Jonathan Synott 
SPORTS EDITOR 
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu 

Marquette Golden Eagles 

Has there been a no.5 seed in Big East Tournament 
history that has had a more preferable road to the 
championship than the Marquette Golden Eagles? 
I’m not sure. In their fi rst game, they have to play 
Creighton, who ranks No. 68 in KenPom. Creighton 
beat Marquette twice this year and as the adage goes, 
it’s hard to beat the same team three times in a sea-
son. If they win that one, then they have to play Prov-
idence, perhaps the weakest no.1 seed in BET history. 
Need proof of this? Marquette already beat the Friars 
by 32 points earlier this year, although it did drop one 
in Rhode Island later this year. Once you get to the 
championship, it’s all about momentum, which Mar-
quette will have plenty of. The Justin Lewis-led team 
is good enough to get some big wins and its road is as 
easy as any other team. 

by Stratton Stave 
STAFF WRITER 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

Roundtable
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept
@uconnhuskies
Waking up @bigeast champs #bleedblue
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Sports Center 
@SportsCenter
Lionel Messi hasn’t won a Champions 
League in the last 7 years.

Goal News
@GoalNews
FIFA has officially confirmed that 
Russia are out of qualifying for the 
2022 World Cup, with scheduled op-
ponents Poland receiving a bye to the 
next round. 

UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Tennis
Tuesday

5 2

Softball; Friday, 12 p.m.
Queens, NY

vs.

Men’s Hockey; Saturday, 4:30 pm
Hartford, Conn.

vs.

Men’s Hockey; Saturday, 4:30 pm

UPCOMING GAMES

Jon’s Take: UConn MBB’s March Madness outlook 

This is March. It’s fi nally tourna-
ment season for college basketball, 
and the Huskies are in position to 
do some serious damage for the fi rst 
time since their historic 2014 national 
championship run. TeamRankings.
com has UConn most likely being 
picked as a No. 5 seed in the NCAA 
Tournament. I previewed the Big 
East Tournament in another article 
today, so let’s look even further ahead 
to projections for the Huskies in the 
Big Dance. I’ll cover the team’s fl oor, 
ceiling, realistic expectations and 
some players to watch. Let’s dive in! 

by Jonathan Synott 
SPORTS EDITOR 
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu 

Stratton’s Stand: UConn WBB’s March Madness outlook

March and UConn. Those two fi ve 
letter words go together like peanut 
butter and jelly. The UConn women’s 
basketball team has been the most 
historically dominant team in March, 
boasting 11 national championships 
and are in search of its 12th this up-
coming tournament. Even with their 
ups, downs and injuries, the Huskies 
are looking better than ever at just 
the right time and I’ll be projecting 
their fl oor, ceiling and most realistic 
outcome for March Madness. I’ll also 
take a look at some players who will 
be critical for the team’s success and 
may serve as the diff erence between 
an early trip home and cutting down 
the nets.  

FLOOR 
This might actually be the toughest 

one to gauge. The team’s lows have 
come when it either wasn’t at full 
strength or early in the season, so we 
really haven't gotten the opportunity 
to see what UConn looks like when 
things just aren’t clicking. With the 
number of injuries its had through-
out the year, everyone was able to 
step up and score when times were 
rough, leaving them with a plethora 
of options. Even when fi ve players ar-
en’t hitting shots, there are still four 
other high-caliber Huskies to lift the 
team. With that in mind, it seems 
unlikely the Huskies exit during the 
fi rst weekend. The Huskies will al-

most certainly be a two seed, so hav-
ing them lose to a no.15 or a no.7 seed 
playing at home in Storrs is near-im-
possible. However, if the committee 
sticks them in Spokane, Washington 
for the Sweet 16 and they have to play 
a red hot ESPN projected no.3 seed 
like Iowa, there are no guarantees. 
That’s why UConn’s fl oor is an exit in 
the Sweet 16.  

CEILING
The ceiling for the Huskies is the 

roof. Thanks to their aforementioned 
depth, they could beat anyone in the 
country. Just on Monday, they blew 
Villanova, a borderline top 25 team, 
out of the gym and Paige Bueckers 
scored just two points. They hav-
en’t really been tested with the full 
strength of the team (since Bueckers 
returned), so it’s hard to know just 
how good they are. Because of that, 
we can’t defi nitively say they are not 
good enough to win the national ti-
tle. Their depth prevents them from 
getting gassed and they are immune 
to off  days. National Championship 
number 12 is not out of reach for this 
group.  

REALISTIC PROJECTION 
Although they’re good enough to 

win the title, that doesn't mean that 
they actually will. As a no.2 seed, 
they will have to play a no.1 seed to 
make it out of their region (barring 
an upset). Then if they win that game, 
they’ll have to play another no.1 seed 
in the Final Four and another one 
in the championship. They’re good 

enough to beat three consecutive no.1 
seeds, but there are no guarantees 
like there were back a few years ago 
when UConn beat everyone by 20+. 
That being said, a realistic pick for 
the team will be to lose in the Final 
Four as they have the previous four 
times.  

‘KEMBA’ CANDIDATES 
The super stud is your prototypi-

cal Kemba Walker or Shabazz Napier 
type of character–lead guards who 
have a chip on their shoulder and 
carry the team to victory. Although 
this team has been too deep for any 
one player to shine like Bueckers did 
last year, here are my picks in that 
department to break out and defi ne 
themselves. 

Christyn Williams – Williams has 
been the most consistent player for 
the Huskies all year, so there is rea-
son to believe that she is as likely to 
break out as anyone. Williams is 
averaging a team-high of 14.3 points 
and she’s scored as many as 31 earlier 
this year. If she can string together a 
nice chunk of 20-plus scoring games 
and emerge as that number one op-
tion for the Huskies, that would be 
tremendously benefi cial and a great 
way to close out her career. 

Paige Bueckers – This one is a bit 
more obvious. Bueckers, who av-
eraged 20 points and 5.7 assists last 
year, has not been herself ever since 
injuring her knee back in December. 
She dropped 34 in a close win over 
Arkansas and eclipsed 19 twice in her 
next three games before missing over 

two months. In her fi ve performanc

es since returning, she started just 
one and hasn’t played more than 
20 minutes in a game. If Bueckers 
can fi nd the same spark that she 
had in 2021 and shake off  the rust, 
then the Huskies will win the na-
tional title and she will be MOP. 

DARKHORSE
IMPACT PLAYER 

Caroline Ducharme – Although 
Williams and Bueckers are obvi-
ous picks as impact players, one 

player who is a darkhorse for such 
a role is freshman Caroline Ducha-
rme. After hardly getting minutes 
in the beginning of the season, the 
injuries of her teammates forced 
her to be thrust into a key role at 
a critical time. Instead of folding 
under the pressure, Ducharme 
fl ourished. During an important 
eight-game stretch, the guard av-
eraged 19 points, demonstrating 
her incredible scoring touch. Since 
the return of her teammates, she 
has ended up in a much more lim-
ited role, but a big night early in 
the tournament could force head 
coach Geno Auriemma to give her 
extended minutes and produce as 
she did in late December and Jan-
uary. 

GLUE GUY 
Nika Muhl – Exclusively look-

ing at a stat sheet, a few glances 
at Muhl will have you wondering 
why in the world she’s starting, 
yet alone getting signifi cant min-
utes. The sophomore is averaging 
just 4.1 points, 3.1 rebounds, 2.9 as-
sists and 1.6 steals, none of which 
are remarkable numbers. Looking 
past the numbers though, Muhl 
just has a diff erent impact on the 
game. Even without getting a ton 
of steals, she disrupts the game 
and other teams’ off ensive game-
plan. She only takes 1.6 shots per 
game, typically deferring to fi nd-
ing her open teammates. There is 
not a player in the country who 
wouldn't want to have Muhl on 
their team, making her the perfect 
glue guy.  

by Stratton Stave 
STAFF WRITER 
stratton.stave@uconn.edu 

FLOOR 

This was a pretty easy pick, with 
the bad taste of the Round 
of 64 loss to Maryland last 
year still resonating in 
U C o n n 

f a n s ’ 
mouths. While 

it’s not likely that the 
Huskies get upset for a sec-

ond straight year, most teams 
around this time get a little too 

comfortable with where they’re 
at talent-wise, leaving the door open 

for scrappy underdogs to shock the 
world. There are some talented po-
tential matchups at the 12 seed, with 
teams like Indiana, North Texas and 
VCU falling into that category. It’s up 
to the Huskies to not get complacent 
and stick to their identity, as Dan 
Hurley reminded us in his media 
availability on Tuesday. Hurley ran 
with his 45:07 mantra over the off sea-
son, alluding to the last 5:07 of the Big 
East Tournament loss to Creighton 
and all 40 minutes of the Maryland 
game, so hopefully he ingrained that 
mentality in his guys before playoff  
season. 

CEILING 

This kind of varies. Yes, the Hus-
kies could have a miraculous, fairy-
tale run like in 2014. In fact, they’re 
projected to be seeded two spots 
higher than that year’s squad. How-
ever, even at its peak, I see UConn’s 
ceiling for this year as an Elite Eight/
Final Four team. Even making it that 
far would be a massive success and 
testament to Hurley’s culture shift 
since he showed up to campus in 
2018. This is a very talented team that 
has proven it can stick with top-level 
talent. It was fantastic in wins over 
Auburn and Villanova, and its only 

double-digit loss of the year was 
an away defeat to the Wildcats. 

This team is always in the 
game and puts up a ton of 

fi ght, so the ceiling for the 
Huskies is grinding out 

a few games against 
tough competition, 
which would send 
them late into the 

second weekend or 
even the Final Four. 

REALISTIC PROJEC-
TION 

Just because they’re good enough 
to reach the Final Four doesn’t mean 
it’s going to work out that way. March 
is always pure madness, so there 
will likely be some variable that will 
stop the Huskies in their tracks. I 
think they will make it out of the fi rst 
weekend, as it’s entirely possible to 
even be favored in their Round of 32 
matchup. However, all it takes is one 
game of freezing cold off ense from 
the bench, another turnover heavy 
showing from the starters or early 
foul trouble for Adama Sanogo and 
Isaiah Whaley to send Connecticut 
packing. This is very deservedly a 
Sweet 16 team. 

BREAKOUT PLAYERS 

Adama Sanogo - What more can 
be said about the sophomore for-
ward, who has consistently been 
the focal point of this off ense. Since 
his breakout freshman campaign 
and a massive 30 point performance 
against now-No. 4 Auburn, Hurley 
and Co. have run their off ense “in-
side-out,” utilizing Sanogo as a top 
option down low, then fi nding open 
guys on the wing if he gets doubled. 
The All-Big East First Teamer is av-
eraging 18.8 points per game in his 
last fi ve contests he hasn’t gotten 
into foul trouble in, with the outlier a 
blowout win over Georgetown. If this 
guy stays hot, look out, because not 
only does he provide an enormous 
boost on off ense, but the rest of the 
team tends to thrive with him. 

RJ Cole - The UConn student sec-
tion may have been chanting “one 
more year” at the senior guard on 
Saturday, but assuming Cole is mov-
ing on, he’s due for his March mo-
ment before he leaves. There have 
been plenty of clutch, scrappy Husky 
guards over the years, with Kemba 
Walker and Shabazz Napier com-

ing to mind. The All-Big East First 
Teamer certainly fi ts that bill, as he 
leads the team with 15.8 points per 
game. When Sanogo struggles or the 
team is in a cold stretch, it’s always 
Cole that’s working on both ends of 
the fl oor, drawing charges or mak-
ing clutch baskets. He’s easily been 
the most consistent player for Con-
necticut this season, so look for him 
to play a massive role in the big dance 
for the Huskies. 

Tyrese Martin - Despite not being 
named to an all-conference team this 
year, Martin has the makeup to be the 
stuff  of March legends. Among all 
players with at least 30 attempts, the 
senior guard is leading the Huskies in 
three-point percentage (43.9%) and is 
third in the team in points per game 
(13.4). He tends to have high volume 
scoring games in spurts, so if UCo-
nn makes a deep run into the tour-
nament, there’s a very high chance 
the guard contributed in a huge way 
for at least a couple of contests. On 
a nightly basis, his 7.6 rebounds per 
game out of the backcourt helps Con-
necticut be one of the best rebound-
ing teams in the nation. 

X-FACTOR 

Bench Play - In his press confer-
ence on Tuesday, Hurley stated that 
the diff erence-makers on his team, 
the players that could put UConn 
over the top of the competition were 
on the bench. He’s absolutely right, 
as in some of the team’s biggest wins 
of the year, the combination of Tyler 
Polley and Jordan Hawkins scored at 
least 20 points. Both players are pick-
ing up steam at just the right time 
in their up-and-down seasons, and 
with Jalen Gaff ney playing more con-
sistently and Akok Akok providing 
more quality minutes off  the bench, 
this group of guys could very easily 
be the deciding factor in some NCAA 
Tournament games. 

Jon’s Take: UConn MBB’s March Madness outlook 

This was a pretty easy pick, with 
the bad taste of the Round 
of 64 loss to Maryland last 
year still resonating in 
U C o n n 

f a n s ’ 
mouths. While 

it’s not likely that the 
Huskies get upset for a sec-

ond straight year, most teams 
around this time get a little too 

tale run like in 2014. In fact, they’re 
projected to be seeded two spots 
higher than that year’s squad. How-
ever, even at its peak, I see UConn’s 
ceiling for this year as an Elite Eight/
Final Four team. Even making it that 
far would be a massive success and 
testament to Hurley’s culture shift 
since he showed up to campus in 
2018. This is a very talented team that 
has proven it can stick with top-level 
talent. It was fantastic in wins over 
Auburn and Villanova, and its only 

double-digit loss of the year was 
an away defeat to the Wildcats. 

This team is always in the 
game and puts up a ton of 

fi ght, so the ceiling for the 
Huskies is grinding out 

a few games against 
tough competition, 
which would send 
them late into the 

second weekend or 
even the Final Four. 

REALISTIC PROJEC-
PHOTOS BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOG-
RAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn women’s basketball 
team defeats St. Johns 93-38 
following a Friday night matchup 
on Feb. 25, 2022 at the XL Center 
in Hartford, Conn.  PHOTO BY SOFIA 
SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY 
CAMPUS
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