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CONFIRMED 2022 COVID-19
CASES AT UCONN STORRS
as of 11:00 p.m. on Apr. 21

*positive test results

95

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)

645

Cumulative
Residential Cases*

Thursday, April 21, 2022

439

Cumulative
Commuter Cases*

Dean Daugherty discusses listening, masking
by Aiza Shaikh

NEWS, STAFF WRITER
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu

University of Connecticut Dean
of Students Eleanor JB Daugherty
stressed the importance of listening and responding to others’
thoughts and feelings in an email
to students Wednesday afternoon.
“With so many things coming at
us every day, we need to pick and
choose what matters,” Daugherty
wrote. “... But the more I look up
from my email or my Twitter feed,
the more I realize there is LOTS
to say and a need to listen HARDER.”
Daugherty said that listening
to UConn students allows her to
learn and “inform thoughtful action in [her] role.”

“We are a complex and
caring community. I
hope that we all take
time to dig deep, listen
first with our hearts,
and seek to be better.”
ELEAN0R JB DAUGHERTY

“We are a complex and caring
community,” she added. “I hope
that we all take time to dig deep,
listen first with our hearts, and

Dean of Students, Eleanor JB Daugherty
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF DOS.UCONN.EDU

seek to be better.”
Daugherty then referenced
the university policies, posting
policies and the Student Code of
Conduct, reminding students that
however helpful these resources
may be, they “rarely resolve the
underlying, unspoken feelings
that express themselves through

hurtful words and actions.”
Daugherty also expressed concern regarding the increase in
COVID-19 cases in the past couple
of weeks. She told students that
masks will continue to be required
in all classrooms and workspaces,
as well as at indoor gatherings of
over 100 people.

“This week is not much worse,
but not much better,” she said.
“We will continue to mask in academic settings (yes, all classrooms, not just large ones) and all
workspaces. We will also mask
during large indoor events (over
100).”
In an email to the UConn com-

munity Friday, Daugherty and
university provost Carl Lejuez
announced that masking would
again be required for all indoor
instructional settings, workspaces and events exceeding 100 individuals at all UConn campuses.
The most important thing to do
amid the rise in COVID-19 and flu
cases, according to Daugherty, is
to wear a mask.
Daugherty then told students
that the last Advisory Group meeting of the semester is to take place
Thursday at 4:30 p.m. in Room
203 of the Wilbur Cross building.
Additional information regarding
the meeting can be found on the
Dean of Students website.
“This meeting is an opportunity
to learn more from students about
how we can be helpful to you in
your work leading and supporting peers,” she said. “Many of you
have shared that you feel a need
to support the mental health of
your friends, groups and organizations.”
Daugherty concluded her email
by reminding students to care for
their health and well-being, and
to ask for help if they need it.
“I’m looking forward to the
days ahead and continuing to care
for our health and well-being as
an incredible semester comes to a
close,” she added. “Ask for help if
you need it; we’re all here for you.”

Should you wear a mask on a plane, bus or train when
there’s no mandate? Four essential reads to help you decide
how sick you get. If the exposure
dose is very high, the immune response can become overwhelmed,”
explains Gandhi. “On the other
hand, if the initial dose of the virus
is small, the immune system is able
to contain the virus.”
The better the mask, the lower
the exposure dose. And in the many
months since Gandhi wrote that
story, a lot of work has been done to
determine which kinds of masks are
most effective.

Crowds of the masked and the unmasked go through the security
line at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport on Tuesday, April
19, 2022. The airport issued a statement Tuesday morning saying
masks are now “optional for employees, passengers, and visitors”
at the airport.
PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN SPINK/ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION VIA AP

“When you wear a
mask – even a cloth
mask – you typically are
exposed to a lower dose
of the coronavirus than
if you didn’t.”
MONICA GANDHI

(AP) — On April 18, 2022, a judge
in Florida struck down the federal
mandate requiring passengers on
mass transit to wear masks. While
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention still recommends
that passengers mask up while on
planes, trains or buses, it is no longer a requirement. When asked
whether people should wear masks
on planes, President Joe Biden replied: “That’s up to them.”
The Conversation has been covering the science of masks since the
beginning of the pandemic. Masking
may no longer be required on mass
transit, but you can always choose to
still wear a mask. For those worried
about being exposed to SARS-CoV-2
or developing COVID-19, below are
highlights from four articles exploring the benefits of wearing a mask
and how to get the most protection
from wearing one.

For more...

3. How to make a mask fit well

1. Masks can protect the person
wearing them

2. What makes for a good mask?

A lot of the reason for wearing a
mask is to protect others. But early
on in the pandemic, Monica Gandhi,
a professor of medicine at the University of California, San Francisco,
explained how masks can protect
the wearer, too.
“When you wear a mask – even
a cloth mask – you typically are exposed to a lower dose of the coronavirus than if you didn’t,” Gandhi
writes. “Both recent experiments in
animal models using coronavirus
and nearly a hundred years of viral
research show that lower viral doses
usually mean less severe disease.”
Though it’s only one of many factors, “the amount of virus that you’re
exposed to – called the viral inoculum, or dose – has a lot to do with

The first thing to consider when
wearing a mask is whether it’s a
good one. Christian L’Orange is a
professor of mechanical engineering and has been testing different
masks for the state of Colorado since
the pandemic started. He explains
that there are two things that make
for a protective mask. “First, there’s
the ability of the material to capture
particles. The second factor is the
fraction of inhaled or exhaled air
leaking out from around the mask
– essentially, how well a mask fits.”
When it comes to these two attributes, L’Orange says, “the N95 and
KN95 masks are the best option.”
This performance has a lot to do
with the materials they are made
from. “These fibers are very tightly packed together so the gaps a
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particle must navigate through are
very small. This results in a high
probability that particles will end
up touching and sticking to a fiber
as they pass through a mask. These
polypropylene materials also often
have a static charge that can help attract and catch particles.”
Fit is the second important factor
for a mask. As L’Orange writes, “a
mask can offer protection only if it
doesn’t leak.” N95s and KN95s are
stiff and seal much better than other
masks.
If you don’t have access to an N95
or KN95, surgical masks should be
your second choice. They are made
of densely woven material, but they
don’t seal perfectly. Cloth masks
should be your last choice because of
their generally loose weave and bad
fit. But there are ways to improve the
performance of surgical and cloth
masks.

“No matter how good a mask’s
material is, it won’t work well if it
doesn’t fit well,” writes Scott Schiffres, a mechanical engineer at Binghamton University.
There are two ways to improve
the fit and performance of surgical
and cloth masks. The first, explains
Schiffres, is simply wearing two
masks. “Double-masking is wearing
a cotton mask over a medical-procedure mask.” This can greatly improve the fit and add a little bit more
filtration. The second approach is
to knot and tuck a surgical mask so
that it fits better.
As Schiffres explains in his article, “Knotting and tucking entails
tying a knot in the elastic loops that
go over your ears, close to where
they attach to the mask. Then, you
tuck the extra mask fabric into the
The Daily Campus

gap that is often present where the
ear loops attach to the mask, and
flatten that part as much as possible.
Both of these tricks make a better
fit and decrease the mask-wearers’
exposure to potentially infectious
aerosols by 95% as compared with
wearing no mask at all. That’s a 15%
improvement over the 80% efficiency found when using a single surgical mask.
4. Breakthrough cases and new
variants
The final consideration when deciding to wear a mask isn’t about
you. Doing so can protect others.
Sara Sawyer, Arturo Barbachano-Guerrero and Cody Warren
are virologists and biologists at the
University of Colorado Boulder. In a
recent story, they write that omicron
“is often able to evade existing immunity long enough to start an infection, cause symptoms and transmit
onward to the next person.” “This
explains why reinfections and vaccine breakthrough infections seem
to be more common with omicron.”
Case numbers are low for now,
and therefore so is the risk of catching or transmitting the coronavirus. But it is not zero; some places
have higher risk than others, and
new variants can come on quickly.
As the team writes, all new variants that spread widely – so-called
variants of concern – are likely to be
highly transmissible.
The person next to you on the
plane might not be wearing a
mask and, as it stands, that is
their choice to make. If you want
to lower your own chances of
catching or spreading the coronavirus, there are still a number
of reasons to wear a well-fitting,
high-quality mask.
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‘Wall of fire’ forces evacuations near Arizona tourist town
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) —
Heavy winds kicked up a towering
wall of flames outside a northern
Arizona tourist town Tuesday, ripping through two-dozen structures
and sending residents of more than
700 homes scrambling to flee.
Flames as high as 100 feet (30
meters) raced through an area of
scattered homes, dry grass and
Ponderosa pine trees on the outskirts of Flagstaff as wind gusts of
up to 50 mph (80 kph) pushed the
blaze over a major highway.
Coconino County officials said
during an evening news conference
that 766 homes and 1,000 animals
had been evacuated. About 250
structures remained threatened in
the area popular with hikers and
off-road vehicle users and where
astronauts have trained amid volcanic cinder pits.
The county declared an emergency after the wildfire ballooned
from 100 acres (40 hectares) Tuesday morning to over 9 square miles
(23 square kilometers) by evening,
and ash rained from the sky. The
fire was moving northeast away
from the more heavily populated
areas of Flagstaff, home to Northern Arizona University, and toward Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument, said Coconino
National Forest spokesman Brady
Smith.
“It’s good in that it’s not headed
toward a very populated area, and
it’s headed toward less fuel,” Smith
said. “But depending on the intensity of the fire, fire can still move
across cinders.”
Authorities won’t be able to
determine whether anyone was
injured in the wildfire until the
flames subside. Firefighters and
law enforcement officers went door
to door telling people to evacuate
but had to pull out to avoid getting
boxed in, said Coconino County
Sheriff Jim Driscoll.
He said his office got a call about
a man who was trapped inside his
house, but firefighters couldn’t get
to him.

Smoke from a wind-whipped wildfire rises above neighborhoods on the outskirts of Flagstaff, Ariz.,
on Tuesday, April 19, 2022. Homes on the outskirts of Flagstaff were being evacuated Tuesday when a
wildfire, shut down a major highway and grounded firefighting aircraft.
PHOTOGRAPH BY SEAN GOLIGHTLY/AP FILE

“We don’t know if he made it out
or not,” Driscoll said.
Various organizations worked to
set up shelters for evacuees and animals, including goats and horses.
The scene was all too familiar
for residents who recalled rushing
to pack their bags and flee a dozen years ago when a much larger
wildfire burned in the same area.
“This time was different, right
there in your backyard,” said
Kathy Vollmer, a resident.
She said she and her husband
grabbed their three dogs but left a
couple of cats behind as they faced
what she described as a “wall of
fire.”
“We just hope they are going to
be OK,” she said.
Earlier in the day, the wildfire
shut down U.S. 89, the main route
between Flagstaff and far northern Arizona, and communities on
the Navajo Nation. The high winds
grounded aircraft that could drop
water and fire retardant on the

blaze.
Arizona Public Service Co., the
state’s largest utility, shut off power
to about 625 customers to keep firefighters safe, a spokeswoman said.
About 200 firefighters were battling the flames, but more are expected as a top-level national management team takes over later this
week.
The fire started Sunday afternoon 14 miles (22 kilometers)
northeast of Flagstaff. Investigators don’t know yet what caused it
and have yet to corral any part of
the blaze.
Ali Taranto rushed to Flagstaff
from Winslow, where she works
at a hospital, on Tuesday to check
on a property she owns that was
threatened by the wildfire. She also
was getting messages to check on
a neighbor who she found didn’t
have access to oxygen while the
power was out and didn’t have the
strength to manually open her garage door to evacuate.

Taranto said the neighbor was
“disoriented and gasping for air”
when she reached her. Firefighters
in the area helped get the garage
door open and the neighbor to the
hospital, she said. Taranto was
looking for a shelter for the neighbor’s two dogs.
By the time Taranto left the area,
the highway into Flagstaff was shut
down and she had to drive an extra
two hours back home. At least two
other neighbors didn’t evacuate,
she said.
“To see flames several yards
away from your property line and
to hear the propane tanks bursting in the background, it was very
surreal,” Taranto said. “Ash falling
down. It was crazy.”
The wind is expected to be a
challenge the rest of the week,
along with warmer-than-average
weather and low humidity, the National Weather Service said.
“I don’t see any significant decreases in wind, I don’t see any big

bump ups in humidity and, at this
point, we’re not really expecting
any precipitation either,” said meteorologist Robert Rickey.
Red flag warnings blanketed
much of Arizona and New Mexico
on Tuesday, indicating conditions
are ripe for wildfires. Residents in
northern New Mexico’s Mora and
San Miguel counties were warned
to be ready to evacuate as wildfires
burned there amid dry, warm and
windy conditions.
The National Interagency Fire
Center reported Tuesday that nearly 2,000 wildland firefighters and
support personnel were assigned
to more than a dozen large wildfires in the Southwestern, Southern and Rocky Mountain areas.
Scientists say climate change has
made the U.S. West much warmer and drier in the past 30 years
and will continue to make weather
more extreme and wildfires more
frequent and destructive.
Elsewhere in Arizona, firefighters battled a wildfire in a sparsely
populated area of the Prescott National Forest about 10 miles (16 kilometers) south of Prescott.
Cory Carlson, the incident commander with the Prescott National
Forest, said late Tuesday afternoon
the high winds have been the biggest challenge, sending embers
into the air that sparked new spot
fires near State Route 261, along
with the demand for crews at other
fires.
“We do have a lack of resources,”
he said. “There’s a lot of fires in the
region.”
Some areas were evacuated, and
a shelter was set up at Yavapai College. Carlson appealed to residents
to abide by evacuation orders.
The cause of the 600-acre (2.4
square-kilometer) wildfire was under investigation.
In southern Arizona, a principal highway route between Bisbee
and Sierra Vista reopened Tuesday
after being closed for about eight
hours due to a brush fire in the
hills overlooking Bisbee.

Connecticut state trooper arrested in 2020 fatal shooting
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — A
Connecticut state trooper who fired
seven gunshots into a car and killed
a man in 2020 after a high-speed
chase was arrested Tuesday night in
connection with the shooting, state
police said.
Trooper Brian North turned himself in to the state inspector general
at the state police barracks in Bethany at about 7:30 p.m., state police
said in a statement. The charges
were not immediately announced.
Officials said North was placed on
paid administrative leave and his
police powers were suspended.
North fatally shot Mubarak
Soulemane in January 2020 as
Soulemane sat in the driver’s seat of
a car in West Haven, where the chase
ended and police boxed in the car.
Soulemane’s family, the NAACP
and other groups said North, who
is white, should not have shot
Soulemane, who was Black, because
police surrounded him and he could
not get away. Soulemane had a knife,

but police should have attempted to
de-escalate the situation, they say.
“The
family
of
Mubarak
Soulemane is very happy that, after
2+ years, Trooper Brian North, who
murdered Mubarak in West Haven
in January 2020, may be brought to
justice,” Mark Arons, a lawyer for
Soulemane’s family, said in a statement Tuesday night. “It’s a long road
ahead. But this is a good day.”

“It’s a long road ahead.
But this is a good day.”
MARK ARONS

North did not immediately return
an email seeking comment, and it
was not immediately clear if he has
a lawyer who could respond to the
arrest.
The Connecticut State Police
Union said it was disappointed that
the inspector general’s office, which
investigates police use of deadly
force, decided to prosecute North.
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“Trooper North was risking his
own life while trying to fulfill his
oath of office to protect the lives of
others,” the union said in a statement obtained by WTNH-TV. “Regardless of the Inspector General’s
decision, we will respect the judicial
process while we vigorously defend
Trooper North and his actions. It is
our obligation to protect Trooper
North’s constitutional right to due
process of law and a fair trial.”
State police said Soulemane carjacked a vehicle in Norwalk on Jan.
15, 2020, before leading troopers on
a chase on Interstate 95 into West
Haven. Officials said Soulemane
struck two state police cruisers and
a civilian’s vehicle before troopers
stopped his vehicle by boxing it in.
West Haven police also responded to
the scene.
State police body camera videos
show a West Haven officer smashing
out the passenger door window of
the stolen car before another trooper
shoots Soulemane with a stun gun,

Connecticut State Trooper Brian North shines his flashlight on
the car of Mubarak Soulemane after fatally shooting the latter in
a high-speed chase on Jan. 15, 2020. North was arrested Tuesday
night in connection with the shooting, police said.
PHOTOGRAPH BY CONNECTICUT STATE POLICE/AP FILE

which didn’t work. North then fired
his handgun seven times through
the driver’s door window when
Soulemane displayed the knife, state
police said.
Soulemane’s family has said he
was a community college student
who had schizophrenia.
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The NAACP and other groups
have protested the shooting. At a
memorial service for Soulemane
days after his death, the Rev. Al
Sharpton said something about the
killing didn’t “smell right” and he
vowed to fight for answers for the
family.
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Feds: Thousands may have student debt that should be erased
(AP) — Record-keeping failures
by the federal government may
have left thousands of Americans
saddled with student debt that
should have been automatically canceled through a benefit for
low-income borrowers, according
to a new federal study.
In a scathing report released
on Wednesday, the Government
Accountability Office faulted the
Education Department for sloppy
oversight of its income-driven repayment program — a collection of
plans that offer reduced monthly
payments and carry a promise to
erase all remaining debt after 20 or
25 years of payments.
The study, requested by Congress, , identified 7,700 federal student loans that appear to meet the
conditions for loan forgiveness but
had yet to be canceled as of September 2020. The loans were held
by 3,000 borrowers and amount to
a combined $49 million.
It was released a day after the
Education Department announced
changes to fix what it called “historical failures” of the program.
Those changes are expected to help
some borrowers get their loans discharged more quickly.
Investigators said they couldn’t
verify why the loans hadn’t been
forgiven — gaps in the Education
Department’s data made it impossible to know for sure. But they suggested it could be the result of poor
record-keeping.
Before 2014, the report said, the
department failed to make sure
borrowers’ monthly payments
were being tracked. That in turn
has prevented the agency from
tracking borrowers’ progress toward loan forgiveness, leaving
some repaying loans longer than
they should have.
So far, only 157 loans have been
forgiven through income-driven
plans, according to the study.
“The Department of Education
has had trouble tracking borrow-

ers’ payments and hasn’t done
enough to ensure that all eligible
borrowers receive the forgiveness
to which they are entitled,” the
GAO said. “We found thousands of
borrowers still in repayment who
could be eligible for forgiveness
now.”
The report details a host of other
shortcomings in the income-driven
repayment program.
Education officials have failed
to make the requirements clear to
borrowers, including what types
of payments count, the report said.
When borrowers pause their payments through the forbearance
process, for example, that time
generally doesn’t count toward forgiveness. But that wasn’t clearly explained, the GAO found.
It also blamed the agency for failing to tell borrowers that they can
request an update on their progress
toward loan forgiveness.
Created in 1994, the income-driven repayment program was meant
to provide a safety net for people who struggle to repay student
loans. The program now offers five
repayment options that provide
reduced monthly payments based
on income and family size. The
balance is supposed to be automatically forgiven after 20 or 25 years,
depending on the plan.
Among more than $1 trillion in
student debt held by the federal
government, about half is being repaid through those plans.
The number of loans eligible for
forgiveness through the program
is expected to balloon in coming
years, according to the GAO . By
2030,the office estimates, up to 1.5
million loans held by 600,000 borrowers could meet the conditions
for forgiveness.
In a response to the report, Education Department officials acknowledged the failures of the program and promised improvement.
They also acknowledged the need
to act quickly.

“We recognize that it is important to get payment counting correct now, as the number of loans
that have been in repayment long
enough to qualify for loan forgiveness will only grow over time,”
wrote Richard Cordray, chief operating officer for Federal Student
Aid, the office that oversees student
loans.
He added that the program has
“long been a source of confusion
and frustration for many borrowers.”
Cordray agreed to a list of changes recommended by the GAO. He
said his agency will identify and
correct record-keeping errors, and
will create a system to let borrowers check their progress toward
loan forgiveness online, among
other changes.
Under the department’s new
action, borrowers in income-driven plans will get all of their past
monthly payments counted toward loan forgiveness, even if they
weren’t in an eligible repayment
plan at the time. Borrowers who
had long stretches in forbearance
will also get that time counted toward forgiveness, even though it
typically is excluded.
The department called it a onetime revision “to correct for data
problems and past implementation
inaccuracies.”
Borrower rights advocates applauded the changes but also called
for broader improvements to the
program, which has long been criticized for being overly complex.
Democrats in Congress have urged
the department to replace existing
income-driven repayment plans
with a single, more generous plan.
Among those calling for an overhaul is Rep. Bobby Scott, D-Va.,
who leads the House education
committee and requested the GAO
investigation. In a statement, he
said the report “confirms serious
problems with the management” of
the program.

People walk across the campus at Stanford University in Stanford,
Calif. A new federal report finds that record-keeping failures by
the Education Department may have left thousands of Americans
stuck with student debt that should have been forgiven. A study
released Wednesday, April 20, 2022, by the Government Accountability Office revealed flaws in the management of income-driven
repayment plans.
PHOTOGRAPH BY JEFF CHIU/AP FILE

“I am pleased that the Biden-Harris Administration announced
steps to fix the problem,” he said.
“I continue to stand ready to work
with the Department of Education
to improve the Income-Driven Repayment program.”

“I continue to stand
ready to work with
the Department of
Education to improve
the Income-Driven
Repayment Program.”
REP. BOBBY SCOTT

The latest action is part of the
Biden administration’s piecemeal
attempt to reduce the burden of
student debt. The Education Department has taken action to make
it easier to get loan forgiveness
through other programs, including

one for public servants and another for students who are defrauded
by their colleges.
This month the administration
also suspended student loan payments through August, extending
a freeze that has allowed millions
of Americans to postpone their
payments during the pandemic.
But President Joe Biden also
faces mounting pressure to enact
sweeping student debt forgiveness
for all borrowers, which was one
of his campaign promises. Some
Democrats have pressed Biden to
cancel $50,000 for all student loan
borrowers, saying it would jumpstart the economy and address racial inequities.
Biden previously said he supports canceling up to $10,000, but
said it should be done by Congress.
Last year he asked for a review on
the legality of using executive action to erase student debt. No decision has been announced.

Connecticut drops face mask mandate on buses, 2 rail lines
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — The
Connecticut Department of Transportation announced Wednesday
it is making face masks optional
on buses and commuter rail lines
after the federal Transportation
Security Administration this week
ended enforcement of a mask mandate.
The nation’s federal mask man-

date on public transit ended after
a federal judge in Florida ruled
Monday struck down the requirement on airplanes and mass transit. But the Justice Department, at
the request of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, filed
an appeal on Wednesday, seeking
to overturn the judge’s order.
“For the last two years, our tran-

“Masking will no longer
be enforced, but is still
strongly encouraged
per current CDC
guidelines.”
GARRETT EUCALITTO

sit operators have provided masks
to the public and enforced mask
mandates on public transit,” DOT
Deputy Commissioner Garrett Eucalitto said in a written statement.
“Now that the federal mask mandate for public transit is no longer
in effect, masking will no longer be
enforced, but is still strongly encouraged per current CDC guide-

lines.”
Masks will now be optional on
CTtransit buses, the Hartford Line
and Shore Line East commuter
rail services as well as all transportation facilities in Connecticut.
The Metropolitan Transportation
Authority in New York, however,
is still requiring masks on Metro
North’s New Haven Line.

Revised California bill would warn parents of guns danger

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) —
California parents of middle and
high school students would be
warned about the dangers of firearms every year under a measure
that advanced Wednesday.
But they would no longer be required to tell school officials if they
keep guns in the house, under the
revised legislation.
The state Senate Education Committee three weeks ago rejected the
firearms reporting requirement as
an invasion of privacy.
So Democratic Sen. Anthony
Portantino reworked his bill, elim-

inating the parental reporting. The
narrower version cleared the same
committee Wednesday on a 5-1
vote.
His revised bill requires schools
to include information on the safe
storage of firearms in the annual
notifications they send home to
parents of students in middle and
high schools, starting in the 202324 school year. Legislation with a
similar requirement has already
passed the state Assembly.
More than two-thirds of school
shootings involve weapons taken
from the students’ home, friends

or relatives, Portantino said.
“This is an attempt to try to empower school districts to do everything they can to make the school
environment safe,” Portantino
said. “This errs on the side of caution.”
If there are threats or perceived
threats of school shootings, Portantino’s proposal goes farther
than the Assembly-approved bill
by requiring investigators to check
the state’s firearm database to see if
the suspect’s family has registered
firearms. About 80% of firearms
are in the state’s registry, he said,

CAIRO (AP) — The past frequently collides with the present in Cairo,
with traffic snarling next to ancient
sites.
Cars in the city can take a beating
— between soaring temperatures,
insidious desert dust and the crowded streets. Classic models are not
uncommon, but they often languish
in dusty alleys or garages. One man,
however, has decided to try to preserve a slice of Egypt’s four-wheeled
history.
Car collector Mohamed Wahdan
says he has accumulated more than
250 vintage, antique and classic cars.
Most of them he discovered inside

the country.
A fleet of this size would rank him
among the world’s top classic car
collectors. Experts typically classify
vehicles as vintage, antique or classic
depending on their year of production.
The 52-year-old Wahdan runs a
tourist company taking visitors to
Egypt’s famous landmarks. But he’s
devoted to his hobby. He owns several different garages to keep all of
them, and employs a full time team
of mechanics for maintenance.
He says one of the challenges is in
getting the cars license plates. Government employees often aren’t sure

how to classify them.
Wahdan’s oldest, a 1924 Model T
Ford that belonged to Egypt’s last
monarch, King Farouk, is a museum
piece, complete with a velvet rope to
mark its parking place in his garage.
The country’s layered history
makes it a treasure trove for antiques. Egypt, a former British
protectorate, was a destination for
Europeans in the late 19th Century
and the first half of the 20th century.
Italian, Greek, and Jewish communities once flourished in Cairo and the
Mediterranean city of Alexandria. Its
historic markets, or souqs, sell many
reminders of times gone by, replicas
and genuine.
Wahdan has collected many of
them. Rotary-dial telephones, gramophones, and old newspapers and
stamps also fascinate him.
Recently, his cars have also made
a name for themselves, with one appearing in a TV series set in the 1930s.
He’s noticed that interest in car collecting is growing among Egyptians,
as more flock to classic car shows
where his vehicles are displayed.

while others are held illegally.

“This is an attempt
to try to empower
school districts to do
everything they can
to make the school
environment safe.”
SEN. ANTHONY PORTANTINO

His measure also would require
educators to report homicidal
threats to law enforcement.

It would also require state education and criminal justice officials
to create model content by June
2023 that officials at middle and
high schools would use to respond
to threats or perceived threats of
mass casualty incidents. The bill
would specifically allow law enforcement searches of the school
and the suspect’s property at the
school.
Gun groups still opposed the
legislation, while the ACLU said it
goes too far in requiring educators
to inform law enforcement instead
of leaving it to their discretion.

Egypt collector saves hundreds of classic cars

CLASSIFIEDS
Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error

materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first incorrect
insertion. Ads will only be printed if they are accompanied by both first
and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be
subject to verification. All advertising is subject to acceptance by The Daily
Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy at its sole discretion.
The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.

Egyptian collector Mohamed Wahdan drives a 1948 Chrysler in
Obour, a city near Cairo, Egypt, on March 1, 2022. Over the span of
20 years, the businessman managed to collect a fleet of more than
250 vintage, antique and classic cars.
PHOTOGRAPH BY AMR NABIL/AP FILE

One of his dearest items is his first
purchase, a 1970s Mercedes. Like his
other cars, he doesn’t drive it often.
But he says he would never sell any
of his collection.
“Anyone who is passionate about
those cars is unable to do without
them,” he said.

“Anyone who is
passionate about these
cars is unable to do
without them.”
MOHAMED WAHDAN
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COMIC BY ANNA IORFINO, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Let’s actually
boycott the
Oscars …
in 2023

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF
ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Rapid
Rapid Fire
Fire
If we’re lucky in the Opinion section, we work through
our beliefs completely and support them with great arguments. But sometimes, we don’t need a deeper reason to hold
our convictions. Rapid Fire is for those tweet-length takes
that can be explained in just a sentence or two — no more justification needed.
In this Rapid Fire, writers gave their opinions on the question:

WHAT’S THE BEST STUDY SPOT
ON CAMPUS?
Harrison, Opinion Editor:

Without competition, the secret catacomb network under
Storrs. The cobwebs and moss make sure the atmosphere is
perfectly cool and not too damp, and the skulls of old students
provide surprisingly nice acoustics. The only hard part is finding one of the entrances.
Anika, Associate Opinion Editor:

When the weather is nice, the picnic tables near Wilson are
good places to study. There’s enough shade so that it’s not too
hot and you get some Vitamin D while being productive.

by Pascale Joachim
CONTRIBUTOR
pascale.joachim@uconn.edu

“Jada, I love ya. G.I. Jane 2? Can’t
wait to see it!”
I rolled my eyes, unimpressed. Yet
another host crossed the line. Just as I
began to ask myself why I even bother watching the Oscars anymore, Will
Smith began striding towards Chris
Rock. Then that happened. I was momentarily stunned, but the feeling
quickly passed when I remembered
that the Oscars aren't nearly as highbrow as they pretend to be. I moved
on. But when I later scrolled through
Twitter, I realized that the world
wouldn’t do the same. What I couldn’t
understand was why.
Several celebrities, including Jim
Carrey, shared their opinions on Will
Smith’s behavior: “Hollywood is just
spineless en masse, and it really felt
like this is a really clear indication that
we aren’t the cool club anymore.” But
Hollywood lost that title years ago.
During the late 1990s and early
2000s, thanks to the popularization
of the internet and the growing accessibility of celebrity culture, award
shows shifted from selecting thoughtful hosts to more comedic, borderline cynical ones. It worked at first,
but now it’s become almost strategic
for the Academy to self-deprecate its
award show. This year, hosts joked
about being unable to sit through “The
Power of the Dog” (2021), dismissed
the validity of animation as an entire
medium and claimed that no one sat
through Ridley Scott’s “House of Gucci” (2021). Of course, I understand that
the running joke is “Ha-ha, we don’t
care about these incredibly rich and
successful people,” but isn’t the whole
point of the Oscars to honor film and
filmmaking? It’s time the Academy
stopped pretending it doesn’t like
movies for the sake of being “cool” and
began appreciating artists who are
passionate about what they do and are
authentic with their craft.

And by appreciating, I mean allowing all aspects of filmmaking to
be honored with awards during the
televised show. To combat declining
viewership, the Academy decided to
pre-record eight award categories,
heavily edit the footage, and intersperse those moments throughout
the televised ceremony. One of the
cut categories was film editing, and
the American Cinema Editors Board
of Directors released a statement in
response to this decision: “It sends a
message that some creative disciplines
are more vital than others. ... We hope
that film editors and other artists affected by this change will be honored
and celebrated with the passion, dignity and inclusion they deserve.” If
the Academy wants an uptick in viewership, it should consider listening
to and respecting the creators who
make the ceremony what it is. If it’s
so pinched for time, maybe cut the
“comedic” and musical performances
(which weren’t even nominated) and
give that time to the recipients of all
the awards.
About two weeks post-slap, the
Board of Governors decided to ban
Will Smith from the Academy for 10
years. Compare this quick turnaround
to the years it took the Academy to expel Harvey Weinstein for sexually assaulting dozens of women. Forbes put
together a timeline of Weinstein’s 81
Oscar wins while sexual assault allegations were circulating. Allegations
had been following Weinstein for literal decades, but it took the New York
Times and the New Yorker to publish
exposés with “substantial” evidence,
not the countless credible and grossly
similar allegations, for the Academy
to respond. Seth McFarlane hosted
the Oscars in 2013 and openly called
Weinstein out for his behavior, just for
Weinstein to win three awards on the
same night.

See OSCARS, p. 8

Maddie, Weekly Columnist:

I have to agree with Anika: When the weather is nice, studying outdoors is the way to go, 100%. My personal favorite spot
is in a hammock in the little park near South Campus; there’s
nothing like studying while suspended between two trees.
Carson, Weekly Columnist:

The fourth floor of Babbidge Library is the way to go. It’s
really quiet, and both sides (North and South) provide a great
view of campus. If you want more privacy or to study with
friends, you can book one of the group study rooms up there as
well.
Keegan, Contributor:

The best study spot on campus has to be [redacted].
Nell, Staff Writer:

If you’re like me, studying doesn’t exactly come easily. The
cacophony of daily life and the sheer size of campus makes
hunkering down and hitting the books a tough task. Sometimes,
all you need is a snug environment paired with the low background buzz of your peers. I guess what I’m try to say is that
the best place to study on campus is in your walls.

Owen, Contributor:

Whitney dining hall is by far the superior study spot. The
vibes are immaculate, its skylight and abundance of plants
make it easy on the eyes, and you have access to some halfway-decent food. Not to mention it’s nestled in the heart of East
campus, allowing one to pretend they go to a small, Ivy-esque
liberal arts college (like we all wish UConn was).

Riya, Contributor:

My productivity heavily depends on my environment, and the
School of Pharmacy is the type of glass box building that I love to
work in. It has a cozy space with spacious high-top tables so you
can spread your stuff out. The sunset is arguably the best time for
to enjoy the warm and quiet atmosphere. Stepping into the new
engineering and science plaza will make you feel like you’re on a
whole different campus. I highly recommend at least one visit to the
pharmacy building, if only to check out the hanging glass spiral art
installation!
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Holster Scholars pose for professional headshots. The Holster Scholars Program is a first year undergraduate research program that allows freshmen to explore a topic of their
choice through summer research. The Daily Campus spoke to two members of the 2021 cohort, Sanjana Nistala and Ethan Wicko about their experience.
PHOTO COURTESY OF UCONN HONORS

The Holster Scholars Program:

Funding the future

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

Freshman year is never easy.
You move to campus for the first
time, meet a whole new group of
people and try to start your college experience off right. You try
to gain your footing in a new environment and start trekking your
course throughout the endless
frontier of college.
One thing that most freshmen
are not thinking about are largescale research projects.
It’s common convention to
consider research as more of a
late-college enterprise, something
to consider once you’re an upperclassman and well versed in your
field. However, a special group of
freshmen students think a little
differently.
The Holster Scholars Program is
a first-year undergraduate research
program that allows ambitious
Honors freshmen to use their first
summer at the University to explore a personal project.
The Daily Campus was lucky
enough to speak with a few individuals connected to the Holster
Scholar program: coordinator Dr.
Vin Moscardelli and two members
of the 2021 Holster Scholars cohort,
fourth-semester biomedical engineering major Sanjana Nistala and
fourth-semester mechanical engineering major Ethan Wicko.
“The Holster Scholar program is
a selective enrichment opportunity
available to first-year Honors students who hope to pursue research,
creative or design projects, in the
summer following their first year,”
Dr. Moscardelli said. “The program
is the result of a substantial and
very generous gift by Bob Holster
and his wife Carlotta Holster. Bob’s
idea was that if students had the opportunity early enough in their careers to do a kind of ‘deep dive’ into
something they thought they might

PHOTO COURTESY OF VECTEEZY

be interested in, it might be transformational because it happens so
early in their careers.”
And transformational it has been
for the past Holster Scholars, giving
them the opportunity to spend their
first summer engaging in comprehensive research, possibly enlightening them on a different career
path.
Nistala spent last summer investigating the chemical composition
of a biomaterial called a hydrogel
and evaluating its degradation, ultimately trying to figure out a more
effective drug-delivery system for
osteo-arthritic pain management.
“I learned a lot. I learned a lot
of technical lab techniques that I
hadn’t really had that much exposure to,” Nistala said. “That’s
knowledge that I will take with
me as I pursue a career in biomedical engineering. I also learned a
lot about the research process and
how to think in terms of a research
project. If something goes wrong or
something goes right, what’s your
next step and what are you trying
to learn from whatever it is you do?
I learned a lot about myself and my
own interests. I was able to narrow
it down to research for a career and
I dropped pre-med.”
However, not every Holster
Scholar decides to shift career paths
after conducting research.
Wicko used his summer to assess
the feasibility of a new bicycle transmission system, diving into belt dynamics with a diverse set of parameters for the belt.
“I learned about the technical information that I set out to study and
a lot about the creative process in
terms of creating a question and figuring out the steps you need to solve
that question,” Wicko said. “The

process of original ideas and the formation of that process enables you
to get to the creation of that idea.”
Dr. Moscardelli, however, believes that we should not evaluate

“The Holster
Scholar program
is a selective
enrichment
opportunity
available to firstyear Honors
students who hope
to pursue research,
creative or design
projects, in the
summer following
their first year.”
DR. VIN MOSCARDELLI

the success of the program based
on project success, but rather the
value that the total experience delivers to first-year students.
“By the end of it, if you’ve done it
right, you’re going to have a pretty
good sense of whether this is something you’re excited about or not, as
long as you go all-in,” Dr. Moscardelli said. “That’s the one thing we ask
of our students. Students inevitably,
projects don’t work out, results just

turn out to be null. We do have great
success; some of them end up being
patented or turned into publications. But at the end of the day, what
we really want is for students to go
all in and we want them to figure out
‘is this for me?’ and then make a decision at that point.”
The Holster Scholars program is
just a first-year program, but the experience does not end there. Many
students continue their research,
diving into new areas of interest using their knowledge and experience
as a launching device towards greater exploration.
Holster is viewed particularly as
a research opportunity but it actually falls under the Office of National
Scholarships and Fellowships. It is
as much a scholarship program as it
is a research program.
“We actively encourage students
in the Holster Scholar Program to
keep working with our office and to
use that familiarity and to use that
early start as a way of sort of propelling them into being competitive
candidates for national scholarships,” said Dr. Moscardelli. “ONSF
is open to everybody; this office
serves all the students, graduate and
undergraduate, of all the campuses,
but the Holster Scholar program
is part of our outreach, without a
doubt.”
Every fall, a new batch of firstyear students apply to become a
Holster Scholar finalist and register
in a spring semester seminar run
by Dr. Moscardelli. Through that
seminar, students work on their finalized research proposal and are
run through a gauntlet of interviews
which ultimately culminates in a
decision on acceptance into the program in April.
“I would say that [prospective

students] should definitely consider it,” said Wicko. “If you’re very
curious, if you’re creative or excited
about learning and want to learn
outside the classroom and want
to meet a ton of people who have
similar interests, in terms of valuing intellectual pursuits. I would
definitely apply, don’t be scared of
failure, even though that’s coming from someone who didn’t get
rejected, I think definitely trying
and failing is better than being
scared of failure.”
“[Prospective students] should
definitely apply, it’s a really good
opportunity when you’re a freshman because I don’t [know] if
there’s a lot of other research
grants and funding programs
available to first year [students],”
Nistala said. “You also get a lot of
support from Dr. Moscardelli and …
your mentor. It’s very valuable that
way.”
Every year, the tenacity and dedication of the students amazes Dr.
Moscardelli.
“It’s almost unbelievable how
far these students come,” Dr.
Moscardelli said. “They show up
trying to figure out where their
classes are, then coming up with
an original idea and a question
they want to ask and get enough
courage to go talk to a professor about it, which is no mean
feat, that’s a big deal, that’s a big
threshold. Then to continue to
stick with it? … That’s incredible
when you think about it. Then to
watch how they go from the interview in the spring … and then to see
the polished finished product in the
fall. It’s a transformation … seeing
students prepare and deliver and
perform and feel really proud and
for their parents to be there and
their mentors and their friends.
To me that’s just a really special
kind of moment.”
For more information on the
history and tenants of the Holster
Scholars Program visit its website.
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Not so fast, fast fashion!
by Amy Chen

STAFF WRITER
amy.3.chen@uconn.edu

Of course, it’s better for us consumers to receive the clothes we
want as soon as possible for the
lowest possible price, right? Unfortunately, fast fashion has become
another contributing factor to environmental harm and the lack of
labor standards across the globe.
Panelists Taylor Muncy, a UConn
master’s in business administration candidate, Caitlin Daddona,
one of the founders of UConn Swap
and Imge Akaslan, a Ph.D. candidate in political science, spoke
about their views on issues and alternatives to fast fashion.
Fast fashion is a retail strategy
designed for businesses to stay ontrend, attract customers and produce as fast as possible, according
to Muncy, who conducted her undergraduate honors thesis research
on the industry. Some issues that
drive fast fashion are the lack of
demand for more sustainable fashion and financial constraints peo-

ple may have when buying clothes.
Muncy suggested thrift stores or
clothing swaps as great alternatives.
Instead of discarding clothing, donating and recycling can reduce land
waste.
“Supporting more sustainable
brands is tricky because you have to
be aware of greenwashing,” Muncy
said. “A lot of companies will try to
make themselves look more sustainable but I think our
generation is a little bit
more aware of what
corporations are covering up that’s unstainable and what
is true sustainability. So just to be
aware of companies’ policies and what
they have in their code of conduct.”
In 2016 while at a clothing store in
Turkey, Akaslan found a clothing tag
on a pair of jeans which stated that
the worker who made them doesn’t
get paid for doing so. This sparked
Akaslan’s interest in researching
the impact of workers' rights on fast

Moon

fashion in Turkey. Particularly, she
found a lack of focus on small to medium enterpris- es in the clothing
supply chain
w h i c h
was what
affected
the worke r s ’
wages.
T h e

PHOTO COURTESY OF FREESVG

Swap
started as an event idea for the Ecohusky club at UConn, but it has
now become a regularly occurring
event on Fairfield Way. Daddona
described the club as a place to find
seasonal second-hand clothing.
She added that the original idea

was to have a consignment shop on
campus. However, as she and her
team proposed the idea and started
working on logistics, they learned it
wasn’t so easy.
“So collaborative organizing ... is
such a great idea,” Daddona said.
“It’s just like, wow, we’re sharing and
building a community, but it’s really
hard to do it mindfully. We use the
words sustainably, but honestly, something that’s gonna last a long time takes a
lot of energy, takes a lot
of communication and
checking in with other student organizations. So putting in
the energy to think
about what we need
and what other organizations need is really critical [to]
building a community.”
The club welcomes more members with a range of opportunities
available. Currently, there are about
25 students on the team, according
to Daddona. There have also been
200 to 400 students who have participated in swapping their clothes.

They have also hosted upcycling
and sewing events. Daddona admits
that there can be stigma surrounding thrifting and shame around
body types in sustainable clothing.
She hopes to combat these stigmas
by considering how to organize
clothes in different and gender inclusive ways. She also said that the
club has received more donations
than clothes being swapped, but
she plans to donate them so those
clothes continue to be recycled.

Muncy suggested
thrift stores or
clothing swaps as
great alternatives.
Instead of
discarding clothing,
donating and
recycling can
reduce land waste.

K n i g h t:

Marvel’s newest confusing, yet captivating, superhero
by Amy O’Rourke
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amy.co@uconn.edu

Marvel’s newest confusing, yet
captivating, superhero stars in the
six-episode series “Moon Knight,”
which premiered on the streaming
platform Disney+ on March 30. Episodes continue to be released every
Wednesday as part of “phase four” of
the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
“Moon Knight” stars Oscar Isaac
as Steven Grant, a kind, quirky, troubled museum gift shop employee in
London with an undervalued love
and knowledge of Egyptian culture
as well as Isaac’s personal touch
to the character: a British accent.
Arthur Harrow co-stars as
Ethan
Hawke,
a man

who spends his days walking on
glass — literally, the episode opens
with him putting glass inside his
shoes in preparation for the day —
serves the Egyptian goddess Ammit.
There is no need for background
knowledge on the comic book character Moon Knight, nor any other
MCU characters, to enjoy the series.
Episode one, “The Goldfish Problem,” leaves those who know nothing of the comic book character very
confused — intentionally. The episode provides you with just enough
information to keep you eagerly anticipating every move. What’s great
is that as we learn more intriguing
snippets of Grant’s life, he is learning
along with us. Grant seems to be just
as confused and reactionary to the
craziness as us.
Spoiler alert: If you want to experience episode one and all its surprising turns firsthand, tune in to
the show before reading any
further.
We quickly learn that
Grant is troubled,
and the further
along we get
into the episode, the
deeper
we under-

stand the truth to that sentiment.
Early on, in his apartment, we see his
bed riddled with restraints. He has a
sleeping disorder, he explains.
As time goes on, we see his mental health battles go a little further
than sleep troubles. He often blacks
out for hours, even days, at a time and
has no memory of what happened
when he regains consciousness.
“I can’t tell the difference between
waking nights and dreams,” Grant
states.
Right up until he blacks out, he
is often in immense danger — from
which Grant’s extensive Egyptian
knowledge cannot possibly save
him. When he regains consciousness, he seems to have gotten out of
these sticky situations, often leaving
a messy, murderous trail in his footsteps. But if Grant is as horrified
and perplexed as we are, who is responsible for this?
Meet “March Spector (Oscar
Issac)”, an ex-mercenary in cahoots with the Egyptian moon god,
Khonsu (F. Murray Abraham),
whose deep, taunting voice echoes
in Grant’s mind — as if he didn’t
have enough to worry about. When
Grant walks by reflective surfaces,
he can communicate with Spector.
Grant is rightly petrified as he looks
at himself and hears someone else.
In the final chase of the episode
when Grant is running from monstrous creatures, Spector urges him
to hand over control of his body. “I
am the only one that can save us,”
Spector pleads. Just as Grant is attacked, the camera turns away.
With dramatic music and a slow
pan, we see that the creature is
defeated — not by a frightened
Grant, but by someone confident,
PHOTO COURTESY OF FREESVG

someone with white eyes and an you’re a die-hard superhero comic
elaborate white suit, cape and fan or are new to the MCU, Moon
mask complete with a symbol of Knight is an intriguing, charming
the moon — none other than Moon character anyone can get behind.
Knight.
You can stream the first four epThis whirlwind episode left audi- isodes on Disney+ and anticipate
ence members aghast: Moon Knight the final two in the coming weeks.
is Grant is Spector. We have an Welcome to the MCU, Moon
introduction that left us with more Knight.
questions than
answers.
So
how is Spector
taking
over
Grant’s body?
Spoiler alert,
the
answer
leads to an
explanation
that is not apparent from
episode one:
Marc has dissociative identity disorder.
“Really the
whole thing
is the story
of a struggle
with mental
illness,” Isaac
said in an interview.
Isaac said
that the “Moon
Knight” team
talked to many
mental health
professionals
and conducted thorough
research
to
portray
the
disorder
in Moon Knight, the star of Marvel’s new television
series, “Moon Knight,” poses for a promotional
a
respectful poster in his iconic white caped suit and mask.
Fans can stream the adventures of this intriguing,
way.
W h e t h e r charming character on Disney+ as part of phase
four of the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF MARVEL
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by Grace Seymour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.seymour@uconn.edu

Blossoming
caffeine
trends
this
spring

Hi there, caffeine lovers! We all know that social media is the hub for
DIY coffee creations. Whether you are looking for “secret menu” Starbucks
recommendations or inspiration for your at-home caffeine creations, I have
gathered some of the most viral caffeine trends this spring to give you
some fresh ideas.

FRUITY MATCHA

The earthy and grassy ﬂavors of matcha by themselves are overpowering and often turn people away from ordering it or making it at home
as a refreshing afternoon beverage. Food inﬂuencers have put a spin on
traditional matcha this spring by adding “fruity milk” as a base for their
iced matcha lattes. It is made by blending your choice of milk with your
favorite fruit and pouring it into a cup with ice before adding your matcha to the top. Give it a good mix and you may just ﬁnd your new everyday drink. Notable ﬂavors that have gone viral on social media include
strawberry, pineapple and peach. If you don’t have matcha at home and
are looking for a way to order a fruity matcha drink at Starbucks, ask
the barista for an iced matcha with sweet cream cold foam and strawberry puree blended into the foam.

PHOTO COURTESY OF STARBUCKS

UBE

This purple version of a sweet potato has been trending in the food and beverage world
this spring including ube-ﬂavored ice cream, ube-infused boba tea and even ube-covered
pretzels. Its gorgeous lavender color has inﬂuenced local coffee shops to create trendy and
Instagramable iced coffees and lattes as the temperatures increase. But what does this
starchy vegetable taste like in coffee? If you love sweetness in your coffee, ube is going
to be a great choice in your next coffee-run adventure. Its sweet and nutty ﬂavors are
similar to those of white chocolate, pistachio and chestnut. Pairing this ﬂavor with a rich
milk such as oat or coconut milk will be a delicious way to treat yourself this spring.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SIPHOUSEWA

CANDY LATTES
If you celebrated Easter this past Sunday and have some leftover candy, you have to try this
trend. You have to own either an at-home espresso maker or single-serve coffee maker to try
this trend because no coffee shops have hopped on it yet. Simply grab your favorite creamy
candy, such as KitKat or Reese’s, and place it at the bottom of your mug. Let your espresso
shots or hot coffee melt the candy and mix before adding your milk or creamer. Although I
usually never praise hot coffee drinks, this trend really changed my opinion on them. I tried
it with white chocolate KitKats and it was amazing. Keep this trend in mind for holidays like
Halloween and Christmas when you can use your favorite seasonal candy to create a customized,
warm latte!
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

VIETNAMESE ICED COFFEE
Although this traditional recipe has been around for a while, it seems like it’s
going to be the drink of the summer. Many frozen yogurt and boba tea shops are
marketing Vietnamese iced coffee as a refreshing treat. It is served over ice with
strong coffee and sweetened condensed milk. Its smooth and creamy texture will
have you addicted to this indulgent treat all summer long. The best part is that
you can easily make traditional Vietnamese iced coffee at home to save some money
and take it to go. If you go to a boba shop and order this, I recommend adding
tapioca pearls to the bottom of your iced coffee for some texture and chewiness.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEEKPNG
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Opinion StudyBreak
Huskytalk | What’s your favorite Dairy Bar flavor?

Blueberry cheesecake.

Mint chocolate
chip.

Connell Quercia
8th Semester

Kevin Rodican
8th Semester

Caramel.

Chocolate chip
cookie dough.

Tavin Noack-Krauland
3rd Semester

Megan Du Plessis
8th Semester

Release Date: Thursday, April 21, 2022

Los Angeles
Crossword

Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

Edited by Patti Varol and Joyce Nichols Lewis

ACROSS
1 Epic __
5 Family unit
9 App with Social
and Promotions
tabs
14 Instrument
for a Swiss
mountaineer
16 “The Big
Bang Theory”
co-creator Chuck
17 Mission to go
after imaginary
germs?
19 Perfume samples
20 Loads
21 Old French coin
22 “I’m so mean, I
make medicine
sick” boxer
23 Military vessel in
terrible condition?
32 Calendar col.
33 Sporty Camaro
34 Huge herbivore
35 Site to find a
handmade
wedding dress,
perhaps
37 Powerful sharks
39 Ventura County
tourist town
40 Parting word
42 Epic party
43 __ Toy Barn: “Toy
Story 2” shop
44 Antitrust lawsuit,
perhaps?
48 Hard water?
49 Abbr. on a pill
bottle
50 Crowning point
54 Break down
58 Doubleheader
feature, and what
are literally found
in 17-, 23-, and
44-Across
61 Benefit
62 Feature of many
a TV show
summary
63 Aptly named
novelist Charles
64 “I feel __”: “It’s like
you know me!”
65 “Madam
Secretary” actor
Tim
DOWN
1 No mere opinion
2 Part of a sunburn
treatment, often
3 Deprivatization
events, for short

4 Alphabet soup
bite
5 Guardians of the
Tree of Life
6 “Gigi” playwright
Anita
7 Dada pioneer
Jean
8 22.5 deg.
9 Montana’s __
National Park
10 Sunbeam speck
11 Number for
soprano Pretty
Yende
12 Hemoglobin
mineral
13 Optometrist’s
concern
15 Nash of “When
They See Us”
18 Hand __: sushi
order
22 With no overhead
added
23 Cook, as bao
buns
24 One-up
25 Piney ooze
26 Good for
farming
27 Hungarian wine
28 “The Chi” airer,
briefly
29 Traditional
religious garment

30 As a whole
31 Composure
36 Fashion designer
Jenny
38 No longer large
41 Angry speaker’s
droplet
45 Tres y cinco
46 “August: __
County”
47 Plateau
50 Energy snack
brand for kids
51 Nesting site

52 Frozen Four org.
53 “Joke, joke”
54 Hobby farm
measure
55 Where it’s fun
to stay, per the
Village People
56 Evangelist’s
quality
57 2021 award for
Naomi Osaka
59 Degrees for EEs
60 Unreturned
serve

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

By Stella Zawistowski
©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

What’s really wrong
with the Academy
OSCARS, cont. from p. 4

The Academy is also notorious
for nominating and rewarding
white, cisgender, heterosexual actors, actresses and directors and
snubbing films that undoubtedly
deserve awards. The Academy is
overwhelmingly white and male,
which subjects all nominations to
this one-sided perspective and renders the ceremony fundamentally
biased. The hashtag #OscarsSoWhite began circulating in 2015 when
no minority actors were nominated, and very little has changed
since then. The opposition claims
there just aren’t enough diverse
films to nominate, but “Just Mercy”
(2019), “Get Out” (2017), “Selma”
(2014), “Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon” (2000), “The Shawshank
Redemption” (1995), “Straight Out-

ta Compton” (2015) and “Brokeback
Mountain” (2005) didn’t receive any
Oscars. Icons like Spike Lee, Jordan
Peele, Ava DuVernay, Cicely Tyson, Samuel L. Jackson, James Earl
Jones and Angela Bassett are also
Oscar-less. The problem isn’t “the
lack of diverse films or filmmakers
out there”; the problem is the lack
of recognition and appreciation for
high art made by non-white creators.
That said, I invite movie lovers
everywhere to ditch the Oscars
once and for all and support films
in all mediums from all over the
world. I’m sure receiving recognition from the Academy feels great,
but it shouldn’t serve as the pinnacle of validation. There are so many
other awards shows with significantly fewer controversies that I encourage people to check out. If the
Academy won’t honor the real cool
kids, let’s show them who they are.

04/21/22

04/21/22
COMIC BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/
THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Stratton’s Stand: Recreating the Big East
by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

The Big East is one of the most
storied and reputable conferences
in NCAA basketball history. From
the days of Patrick Ewing at Georgetown, to Chris Mullin at St. John’s, to
Kemba Walker at UConn, the conference has always been top tier. Even
though it’s still respected, the Big
East is lacking the “East” that you
might imagine from its name. Five
of the 11 schools are west of Columbus, and three of those five are in the
central time zone. Not totally as east
as it was when the conference was
comprised of Boston College, UConn,
Georgetown, Providence, St. John’s,
Seton Hall, Syracuse and Villanova. Today, I take on the challenge of
recreating the Big East in a way that
makes more sense geographically
with some new teams, some old.
Note 1: The divisions are there for
scheduling purposes. With 12 total
teams, a full double round-robin isn’t
totally possible. There will be a double round-robin within the division,
each team will play four out of six
teams from the other division once,
and the other two once. This creates
an even 20-game schedule.
Note 2: This is an IDEAL list. It is
NOT meant to be realistic. Many of
these schools wouldn’t leave their
conferences, but this is meant to be
a fun activity with just men’s and
women’s basketball in mind.

NORTH DIVISION
Big East North Division: UConn, Villanova, Providence, St. John’s, Seton Hall, Syracuse
UConn – The Huskies are about
as easy of a choice as they come. Not
only is UConn a charter Big East
member, but they’re also on the east
coast of the U.S. This realignment
is for basketball purposes only and
the 15 combined men’s and women’s
championships certainly check that
box. No doubt about UConn.
Villanova – Perhaps the second
clear option is Villanova. Although
it’s not quite a charter conference
member, the team joining a year late
won’t hurt. The men’s program has
a nice collection of championships,
with two in the past 10 years and one
from the ‘80s. The women’s program
is also on the rise.
Providence – One of UConn’s most
bitter rivals, Providence has a nice
history in the Big East and in the
college basketball landscape. Along
with being on the east coast, it brings
a pair of Final Fours to the table.
Although many knock the Friars
on their recent lack of success, they
proved people wrong this year and
made the Sweet 16.
St. John’s – The Johnnies have
lacked recent success with only one

Final Four in the past 60 years, but
they still play an important role in
the history of the conference. The
Red Storm hasn't been horrible, either. It has remained consistently in
the middle of the pack the past few
years and show promise for the next
few as well.
Seton Hall – Another school that
doesn't have a ton of recent March
Madness success, the Pirates still
make sense here because of their excellent location and what they mean
to the conference in a broader scope.
Their last Sweet 16 was in 2000, but
new coach Shaheen Holloway just
made an Elite Eight and has a chance
to bring that experience to Hall.
Syracuse – A lot of people won’t
like this or are bitter towards Syracuse and how it ditched the Big East
for the ACC, but it remains a good fit.
The Orangemen covers upstate NY
and are one of three schools in the
division with a championship. All
bias aside, there’s no reason to leave
Syracuse aside, especially since it still
has Jim Boeheim, who’s been the Syracuse coach since before the Big East
started.

SOUTH DIVISION
Big East South Division: Georgetown, North Carolina, Duke, NC State, South Carolina, Virginia
Georgetown – Someone from the
old Big East had to be in the South Division, and since the Hoyas are in D.C.,
they got the call. They also lose priority to be in the more original division
because of how bad they’ve generally
been recently in hoops. Georgetown
just finished its Big East season 0-19
despite having a five-star player on its
roster, and its WBB program hasn’t
been special either.
North Carolina – This is where we
start getting a bit creative. Would UNC
leave the ACC in a normal world? Absolutely not! But here, it’s a perfect fit
as an east coast school. The Tar Heels
bring a terrific men’s basketball pedigree with six championships won in
five different decades and a women’s
program on the rise.
Duke – You can’t have UNC without Duke, and the Blue Devils make
as much sense as the Tar Heels. Positioned similarly geographically, they
bring the same benefit in that department and add on five national championships. Although Coach K is gone,
their recruiting has been unfazed, with
a continual stream of five stars. You
also can’t forget their women’s success

in past years.
NC State – NC State is mostly here
because of its recent women’s success
to rival UConn, but it’s important to
remember that it also brings a pair of
men’s championships from the 70s and
80s. The fast-developing WBB rivalry
with UConn would be a great addition
to the conference though, especially
with our next program.
South Carolina – The Gamecocks
have just been terrific in women’s basketball the past few years, winning the
championship twice in their past five
tries. They aren’t anywhere close to
surpassing UConn yet, but the opportunity to play the Huskies 1-2 times per
year is too much to pass up, especially
with them being on the east coast.
Virginia – The Cavaliers haven’t
had much of any success in women’s
basketball recently, but their
2019 men’s championship really helps the cause. Their coastal location and proximity to the
other schools in their division
help too. Of the schools on this
list, Virginia probably makes the
least sense, but they are a good
addition nonetheless.

The Coleumn: Travis Jones will get selected
in the first round of the NFL Draft
by Cole Stefan

STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

The last time the UConn football team had a player go in the
first round of the National Football League draft was in 2015 when
cornerback Byron Jones got selected by the Dallas Cowboys. Travis
Jones is looking to become UConn’s
highest-ever draft pick.
Despite going 1-11 and allowing
38.5 PPG last season, Jones served
as one of the team’s best players.
While Jackson Mitchell led the
Huskies with 120 total tackles, it
was Jones who tackled players for
losses. In 11 games, Jones recorded career highs with 7.5 tackles for
losses for 42 yards and 4.5 sacks
for 34 yards. The 4.5 sacks may not
sound like much, but Jones had
over 35% of the team’s total sacks
last season. Jones may not have
recovered a fumble, but he forced
seven QB hits and proves to be a
dangerous threat up front.
While these numbers alone
scream third-day draft selection,
Jones’ 2021 campaign was only the
beginning. For his strong season,
he was invited to the Reese’s Senior
Bowl in Mobile, Alabama, and was
named the top defensive tackle by
offensive linemen after pushing his
way around them like a turnstile.
A month later, Jones attended the
NFL Draft Combine in Indianapolis. While he was there, he posted a
prospect grade of 6.34 which gives
him plus-starter potential, and he
ranked among the Top 40 across all
prospects. Unofficially, he posted a
4.92 40-yard dash time and a 28.5
vertical jump, giving him the potential to be a player that can quickly and efficiently get to the quarterback. It’s numbers like these that
give him momentum heading into
the draft.
Where does he need to improve?
According to Lance Zierlein, his
hands and feet aren’t quick enough
and he inconsistently reads plays,
leading to some early zone steps.
Bleacher Report suggests that he
doesn’t have a plan when going
into a play, ultimately knocking
him off his spot. If Jones adjusts his
mechanics, he will develop into a
player with serious Pro Bowl considerations.
How do his numbers compare to
those other members of his draft

class? As of yesterday, Jones ranks
27th on the Pro Football Fantasy
Big Board, behind the University
of Georgia’s Lewis Cine and ahead
of Georgia’s George Pickens. He
is also the No. 3 interior defenseman behind Georgia defensemen
Devonte Wyatt and Jordan Davis.
Jones’ season grade of 87.6 was
higher than Davis (82.7), Kayvon
Thibodeaux (83.2), Garrett Wilson
(84.1) and Chris Olave (79.3) among
several other prospects ranked
ahead of him.
So far, scouts have compared
Jones to long-term defensive stalwarts. Bleacher Report compares
his style of play to Muhammad
Wilkerson while NFL.com compares him to Jonathan Hankins.
With the right skill set, Jones can
exceed both player’s careers.
The NFL draft is a week away
and most analysts have him going in the second round. With the
way Jones trained in the offseason,
I wouldn’t be surprised if a playoff-contending team like the Los
Angeles Rams or the Buffalo Bills
takes him in the first. I’ve mentioned the regular-season numbers
and his offseason performances,
but there’s still one essential question to ask:
Who should take Jones and
why?
Thanks to the wildest offseason
in recent memory (which is still ongoing), there are several teams in
need of high-caliber talents. Here
are some of the franchises that
would benefit from having him as
an instant starter.
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
The highest draft pick for a
UConn player was the 27th overall
pick. That currently belongs to the
Buccaneers, who are looking to replace Ndamukong Suh and Jason
Pierre-Paul. Jones could see snaps
by week two and would cover for
Vita Vea when he needs a breather. Having Jones would not only
the Buccaneers a chance to return
to the Super Bowl, but he fits Todd
Bowles’ gameplan perfectly.
Philadelphia Eagles
Since winning the Super Bowl,
the Eagles have snuck into the play-

offs three out of the past four years.
By getting Jones to work alongside
Fletcher Cox and Brandon Graham, they would not sneak into the
playoffs any longer. Instead, they
would be beating out the Cowboys
for the divisional title.
Baltimore Ravens
Baltimore was injured to hell and
back last season, but even with everyone healthy, there are still some
holes to fill. The Ravens need players who can sack the quarterback,
especially since Za’Darius Smith is
not coming after all. Having someone like Jones alongside Patrick
Queen and Calais Campbell would
give the Ravens a top 10 defense.
Getting Jones could even help the
team reach the 14-win milestone
again.
Cleveland Browns
Cleveland is upgrading its roster
the same way it did two offseasons
ago, but it needs more defense because the AFC is going to be an
animal. Getting Jones would do
wonders to the Browns’ defense,
and it would help Myles Garrett
and Chase Winovich immensely.
Jones could also stop the opposing
run, which would ultimately lead
to more tackles for losses as well as
short offensive drives.
Las Vegas Raiders
Bright lights, even brighter names. The Raiders recently
shored their defense by acquiring
Chandler Jones, but if the Raiders
want to get a sniff of the division title, they’ll need T. Jones. Both Jones’
and Maxx Crosby would create the
most dangerous defensive tandem
in the AFC West and cause problems for opposing quarterbacks.
The Raiders have been known for
reaching in the first round of the
draft, but with a new GM and a revitalized locker room culture, picking Jones would be more of a steal.
Jones has the defensive abilities
NFL coaches want, and that alone
would be enough to get drafted on
day one. It would have been very
cool to see Jones be a part of the
Husky Revolution under Jim Mora,
but getting selected in the first
round changes UConn’s football
reputation for the better.

UConn football alum Travis Jones. Jones is preparing for the NFL
draft, which is less than a week away.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY @JAGUARS.LEGEND ON INSTAGRAM
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Photo of the Day | Huskies beat the Rams

The UConn Softball team wins their seventh game in a row defeating the University of Rhode Island 12-8. The Huskies gained an early lead and held on for the victory against the
Rams on April 12, 2022. PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Roundtable:
Which sports franchise has been the
unluckiest since 2000?
Since the Daily Campus writers have been alive, roughly since 2000, there’s been a lot of sports franchises that have been unlucky. Over the past 22 years, plenty of teams haven’t been able to
right the ship in a variety of ways, whether it comes in the form of a playoff drought, internal struggles or a combination of both. But who has been the unluckiest? Could it be the Lions, who
have had a 35% winning percentage since 2000? How about the Mariners, who haven’t made the MLB postseason since 2001? Our writers share their thoughts:

NEW YORK METS
by Evan Rodriguez

STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

After starting off the millennium by losing in a World Series matchup with
the crosstown New York Yankees, the New York Mets have certainly not been
very lucky. Despite reaching the World Series twice - in 2000 and 2015 - they
have not been able to secure much success since the start of the millennium.
The team witnessed controversy with Bernie Madoff and failed to finally acquire its first ring since the days of Darryl Strawberry and Doc Gooden. The
cherry on top of the Mets’ failure? Look no further than the team’s wRC+ in
2020, which ranked ahead of teams like the 1976 Cincinnati Reds and 2020 Los
Angeles Dodgers. Both teams secured rings, but where did the Mets finish that
year? The team couldn’t even make the playoffs, which had 16 total teams
that year. While the Mets may just turn their fortune around this season with a scary pitching staff and plenty of talent around their
field, there’s no doubt that they have been a victim of bad fortune

NEW YORK JETS

by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Sensing a theme with the New York teams? Bad draft picks, whiffs on free
agents and personnel turnover have riddled this franchise for quite some time
now. One very unlucky thing about the Jets is their proximity to Foxboro,
where they’ve been the punching bag for the Patriots since Tom Brady first
arrived on the scene. Even after Brady left, the Pats have maintained a 12-game
winning streak against their little brothers, contributing to a 31-10 record since
2000. Every year, there seems to be some misfortunes with the Jets, whether
it’s leading the league in injuries, having free agents decommit or hiring a head
coach who was selected based on one successful year with an already established, Hall of Fame quarterback. New York keeps whiffing on its quarterback
picks as well, telling fans to buy into rebuilding situations, only to squander
potential and rebuild yet again. This franchise, much like the butt-fumble play
that it’s still associated with, is comedically unfortunate.

BUFFALO SABRES
by Cole Stefan

STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

“LOLMets” may be eternal, but being a Buffalo Sabres fan is just as unfortunate. The Sabres have not made the playoffs since 2011, when they lost in the first
round to the Philadelphia Flyers. After Dominik Hasek was traded in 2001, the
Sabres transitioned to Martin Biron and then Ryan Miller behind the crease, and
made four playoff appearances. It goes beyond their playoff history, as when they
had the second overall pick in 2014, the Sabres passed on Leon Draisaitl for Sam
Reinhart. Reinhart is having a career year with the Florida Panthers, but Draisaitl has a Hart Trophy and three 100-point seasons while working alongside
Connor McDavid. Last season, the Sabres lost 18 straight games while finishing
the 56-game season at 15-34-7 with 37 points. Sabres’ fans have had it rough
over the last 10 years, but young stars like Rasmus Dahlin and Owen
Power give the team a promising future. If they turn into busts, then
the ever-lasting cycle of pain will continue in Western New York.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER
by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

Is there a team in NBA history with so much talent on a roster and so
few accolades to show for it as the Oklahoma City Thunder? Probably not.
In 2012, the Thunder had three of the next six MVP winners. Two of those
players won the award while playing in OKC. Despite this, all the team has
to show for is one finals appearance where it lost to the Heat in five games. It
later made the Western Conference finals after James Harden was gone, but
blew a 3-1 lead to the historically good Golden State Warriors. This prompted
Durant to leave, and although the Thunder have had great players on their
roster since, such as Chris Paul and Paul George, their success has been slim.
They have been incredibly unlucky in the number of tangible accolades they
have collected when compared to their roster.
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TENNIS
THE HUSKIES BEGIN THEIR CHAMPIONSHIP RUN
by Ajeeth Vellore
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ajeeth.vellore@uconn.edu

After 20 meets, the time has
finally come for the Big East
Women’s Tennie Championship. The Conn team has been
waiting for this moment for
some time, and it has momentum to build off of, as it won its
last meet against the University of Rhode Island with a score
of 5-2. Despite having ups and
downs, it finally made it to tournament season.
This season has been admittedly mediocre for the Huskies,
as they went 9-11 the whole
way through. There were some
real bright spots. For example, they had a five-meet win
streak from Feb. 27 to March
16, where they defeated Seton
Hall, Sacred Heart and Quinnipiac at home. Afterwards,
they took their show on the
road defeating Florida Southern
and Bethune-Cookman. But,
they followed that with a really
rough 2-8 record the rest of the
way, which included a five-meet
losing streak immediately after
their aforementioned winning
streak. Regardless, there’s still
some hope left in this team:
No. 1 singles Julieanne Bou was
sidelined for a large part of
those last 10 meets, but should
be ready to go come tournament
time.
Speaking of which, UConn’s
first opponent on the path to a
Big East title is Villanova, whose
women’s tennis team comes

in at a 4-9 record overall and a
2-2 Big East record, displaying
many of the same struggles the
Huskies have experienced. It
started its year really slow, losing each of its first five meets,
and have since only managed a
.500 record, going 4-4. However, the last time these two teams
faced off, it resulted in a 4-3 Villanova victory at its home turf.
Though UConn cleaned house
in doubles, securing the lone
point there, it struggled when it
came to singles. Bou had a bad
day (went 0-6, 1-6), as did No.
4 singles Caroline Cook (4-6,
2-6), while No. 3 singles Leonie
Hoppe (5-7, 6-2, 2-6) and No. 6
singles Doga Selen Takunyaci
(4-6, 6-3, 4-6) had close matches
that just didn’t go their way. Familiarity and extra rest for the
Huskies should change the complexion of this matchup drastically from last time, where they
seemed overmatched.
The UConn Huskies have
fought hard to get to this point,
and they managed to draw an
opponent they have a good shot
of winning against. What’s most
important is they come out
swinging on Thursday at 9 a.m.,
when they take on the Wildcats in Cayce, South Carolina.
Just like they did in doubles the
last time these two teams met,
the Huskies should be ready to
strike when the iron is hot and
never let up. They are looking to
do just that and advance to the
next round of the Big East tournament.

The UConn women’s tennis team competes against Rutgers University at Magic Lincer Tennis Club in
Manchester, Conn on Feb. 13, 2022. UConn will face Villanova in Cayce, S.C. on Thursday, April 21, 2022.
FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
NO. 15 HUSKIES RUN AWAY WITH WIN AT NO. 25 YALE

by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

The UConn Huskies women’s lacrosse team beat the University of New
Hampshire 19-3 in a blowout game on Feb. 28, 2021. Sydney Watson (11)
scored five goals and had eight draw controls.
PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Coming into Wednesday, the
University of Connecticut women’s lacrosse squad had never
beat Yale in program history.
With the help of their best team
in program history, the Huskies
broke through and pulled off a
convincing victory for their first
ranked win of the year.
To start the contest, the Huskies were red hot. Just 21 seconds after the opening draw,
Grace Coon drove straight down
the middle and scored her 31st
goal of the season, despite being

double teamed. A minute later, the Bulldogs answered with
an Olivia Markert free-position goal. Just after, Lia LaPrise
found herself wide open behind
the net and snuck the ball past
Cami Donadio to retake the lead.
Coon and Sydney Watson each
tacked on another goal to make it
a 4-1 Husky lead. In just the sixth
minute of action, Coon picked up
her third and fourth goal of the
game and Stephanie Palmucci
got one to make it 7-1 early.
But all of a sudden, Yale
stormed back. Caroline Burt
got one past Landyn White, but
LaPrise answered back with a
score of her own. Burt and Markert each got a score to go into the
quarter break with the Huskies
up 8-4.
With a man down, the Huskies surrendered another goal
to Taylor Everson and later to
Fallon Vaugn, and just like that
it was 8-6. In typical superstar
fashion though, Watson did her
thing with a mixture of speed
bursts and accelerations, drill in
a pair of goals over the span of 40
seconds. However, the last five
minutes of the half, the Huskies
couldn’t keep their focus, allowing two goals to Markert and one
to Olivia Penoyer to make it 10-9
at the half.
Early in the third frame, Watson and Susan LaFountain each
found the back of the net, giving
the Husky lead a bit more cushion. Penoyer and Sophie Straka
went to work for Yale almost immediately removing the cushion,
making it 12-11. Less than a minute later, LaPrise made a diving
shot just outside of the net, but

Yale’s Taylor Lane negated it
with one of her own. Off a nice
Watson lead pass, Coon got her
fifth score of the day right after Palmucci fought through the
tough coverage for a goal into the
top corner. Then Lafountain netted another, and all of a sudden,
the Huskies had a four-goal lead
going into the final quarter.
Burt and Lane each scored to
start the final quarter, getting
the Bulldogs within two goals.
Ultimately though, this allowed
the Huskies to fully lock in, not
allowing another for the final 10
minutes of the contest. LaPrise
and Coon each netted two more
to finish out the contest with
UConn winning 20-14. On a
more sour note, on her final
goal, LaPrise appeared to be injured, so that will be something
to monitor in the coming days.
HUSKY TRIO WOWS
One of the most special things
about this UConn team is that
it can score goals from so many
different places. Against Yale,
three different Huskies recorded
seven points, which represents
an impressive team effort. Coon
put on a scoring clinic, netting
seven goals, while LaPrise and
Watson tapped into their passing sides too. LaPrise scored five
times and got a pair of assists,
despite suffering an injury in
the final minutes. Watson was
the most even, netting four and
assisting on three shots. If the
Huskies want to make a run for
the Big East tournament title,
this trio is to be as effective as it
was Wednesday.
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Softball: Huskies turn
Merrimack into a one-hit
wonder with 6-0 victory
During its eight-game homestand, the UConn softball team
scored 53 runs, won two games via
the mercy rule, threw a shutout
and went 7-1. Merrimack College
entered Wednesday’s contest on a
four-game losing streak and had
won two out of its last nine games
dating back to April 5. It was the
Warriors’ first home game since
April 10 when they shut out the
Long Island University Sharks 3-0.
Playing a one-off against the
Merrimack Warriors for the first
time ever (per UConn athletics),
the Huskies looked to build another winning streak heading into the
home stretch of the regular season.
The first inning was quiet for
both offenses. The Huskies went
down in order while the Warriors
sent four batters to the plate after
Jenna Wike struck out and reached
first base on an error. No one else
got aboard for Merrimack as Jana
Sanden made a diving play in the
infield to avoid an early threat. The
offensive silence did not last long
as UConn’s bats caught fire on a
surprisingly chilly afternoon.
In the top of the second, Rosie
Garcia got the damage started
with a single to
center field

The Huskies defeat Providence
3-1 following a nighttime series
matchup at Burrill Field in
Storrs, Conn., on Friday, April
15, 2022. The UConn women’s
softball team beat Merrimack
on Wednesday. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

before consecutive
walks by Sami Barnett and
Lauren Benson loaded the bases. UConn got on the board when
Erika Coreth drew a bases-loaded
walk with one out. After Aziah
James struck out looking, Briana
Marcelino hit a two-run double to
left center field that gave the Huskies the 3-0 advantage. UConn
loaded the bases again as Reese
Guevarra walked, but Bry Mich-

itson struck out Lexi Hastings to
avoid further damage
Each of the next five half-innings
involved a 1-2-3 inning. During
that time, Marybeth Olson struck
out six batters while Michitson
punched out two hitters in the
third and fourth. Out of the 15 possible outs, there were three flyouts,
one of which was caught by Barnett at first base, and four groundouts.
In the top of the fifth, UConn
added some insurance runs and
brought some noise back into the
game. Guevarra singled following a strikeout of Marcelino and
scored in the following at-bat.
While Hastings was at the plate,
Guevarra stole her 26th base of the
season and made it to home plate
after an error by the shortstop for
the 4-0 lead. Sanden doubled to
center field with two outs, but the
Huskies did not bring anyone else
home.
After four dominant innings,
Olson was relieved for Meghan
O’Neil. O’Neil walked Madison
Cerpa to begin the frame, but a
6-4-3 double play and a ground out
by Sofia Paylan kept the Warriors
off the board. UConn went down
in order before Merrimack got
another runner on in the sixth as
H a n - nah Scarano was hit by a
pitch with one out,
looking to score a
run. However,
O’Neil
got
Sarah Reisler to fly out
and struck out
Courtney Lanpher swinging
to avoid any trouble. After six
innings, the Huskies had not allowed a hit.
The Husky offense was not done
scoring insurance runs. In the top
of the seventh, Marcelino and Guevarra singled in consecutive atbats to give UConn a prime scoring
opportunity. Hastings reached on
a fielder’s choice as Marcelino was
tagged out before Sanden was hit
by a pitch to load the bases. That
brought Garcia to the plate, and
she made an impact.
On the first pitch she witnessed,
Garcia ripped a long single to left
center field that brought in
both Guevarra and Hastings standing up for
the 6-0 advantage.
Emily Piergustavo had a
chance
to tack on to the
lead with two outs,
but grounded into a
fielder’s choice.
UConn had a chance to finish off
the no-hitter in the bottom of the
seventh, but freshman Ellen Hub-
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bard singled and stole second base
following a Wike groundout, giving the Warriors their first runner
in scoring position. Hubbard advanced to third on
a groundout by Cerpa,
but Nicole
Koshes
popped
out
to
first base
as
the
Huskies
won for the
11th time in
their last 12 games
6-0. It was UConn’s
second shutout in as
many games and fifth
straight game where
the defense allowed
less than three runs.
It was a one-hit
performance
for
the pitching staff,
their first such
instance
since
April 6. Olson
picked up the
win, pitching four

innings of near-perfect softball with nine
strikeouts while allowing one runner on base.
O’Neil pitched the other
three innings, striking out two
while allowing one hit. In total,
the Huskies threw 11 strikeouts
and stranded three runners on
base.
Madie Fornwalt took the loss for
the Warriors, allowing three runs
on two hits and four walks in 1.2 innings. Michitson pitched the other
5.1 innings, allowing three runs on
five hits with five strikeouts.
While the defense shined for the
Huskies, the offense was just as
important. Guevarra went 2-3 from
the dish and scored twice while
Marcelino and Garcia both picked
up two RBIs on two hits apiece.
Hubbard had the Warriors’ only
hit and stolen base of the game.
The Huskies (29-14, 15-3 Big East)
play their penultimate Big East series of the season against the Seton
Hall Pirates in South Orange, New
Jersey. This will be the Huskies’ final road series of the season. UConn leads the conference at 15-3 in
Big East play while Seton Hall enters the weekend at 6-9 and sits in
sixth place. Seton Hall has two series remaining after this weekend
while UConn has one more.
First pitch is Friday, April 22, at
3 p.m., Saturday’s game starts at 1
p.m. while the series finale begins
at 12 p.m. All three games will be
available on FloSports with live
stats provided by StatBroadcast.

The UConn softball team wins
their seventh game in a row defeating URI 12-8 on Friday, April 15.
The Huskies are coming off a 6-0
victory against Merrimack.
PHOTO BY JULIE SPILLANE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/
THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Kyle and Taylor Muncy both earned
their bachelors degrees from UConn,
27 years apart. But this year, the
father-daughter duo will cross the
Gampel stage at the same time.
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