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UConn student team finalists for NASA competition

Homeschooling surge continues despite schools reopening
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — The 

COVID-19 pandemic ushered in what 
may be the most rapid rise in homes-
chooling the U.S. has ever seen. Two 
years later, even after schools reopened 
and vaccines became widely available, 
many parents have chosen to continue 
directing their children’s educations 
themselves.

Homeschooling numbers this 
year dipped from last year’s all-time 
high, but are still significantly above 
pre-pandemic levels, according to data 
obtained and analyzed by The Associ-
ated Press.

Families that may have turned to ho-
meschooling as an alternative to hastily 
assembled remote learning plans have 
stuck with it — reasons include health 
concerns, disagreement with school 
policies and a desire to keep what has 
worked for their children.

In 18 states that shared data through 
the current school year, the number of 
homeschooling students increased by 
63% in the 2020-2021 school year, then 
fell by only 17% in the 2021-2022 school 
year.

Around 3% of U.S. students were 
homeschooled before the pandem-
ic-induced surge, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. The rising numbers 
have cut into public school enrollment 
in ways that affect future funding and 
renewed debates over how closely 
homeschooling should be regulated. 
What remains unknown is whether 
this year’s small decrease signals a step 
toward pre-pandemic levels — or a 
sign that homeschooling is becoming 
more mainstream.

Linda McCarthy, a suburban Buffa-
lo mother of two, says her children are 
never going back to traditional school.

Unimpressed with the lessons of-
fered remotely when schools abruptly 
closed their doors in spring 2020, she 
began homeschooling her then fifth- 
and seventh-grade children that fall. 
McCarthy, who had been working as a 
teacher’s aide, said she knew she could 
do better herself. She said her children 

have thrived with lessons tailored to 
their interests, learning styles and 
schedules.

“There’s no more homework ‘til the 
wee hours of the morning, no more 
tears because we couldn’t get things 
done,” McCarthy said.

Once a relatively rare practice cho-
sen most often for reasons related to 
instruction on religion, homeschooling 
grew rapidly in popularity following 
the turn of the century before leveled 
off at around 3.3%, or about 2 million 
students, in the years before the pan-
demic, according to the Census. Sur-
veys have indicated factors including 
dissatisfaction with neighborhood 
schools, concerns about school envi-
ronment and the appeal of customizing 
an education.

In the absence of federal guidelines, 
there is little uniformity in reporting 
requirements. Some states, including 
Connecticut and Nevada, require lit-
tle or no information from parents, 
while New York, Massachusetts and 
some others require parents to submit 
instruction plans and comply with as-
sessment rules.

The new surge in homeschooling 
numbers has led state legislatures 
around the country to consider mea-
sures either to ease regulations on ho-
meschool families or impose new ones 
— debates have gone on for years. Pro-
ponents of more oversight point to the 
potential for undetected cases of child 
abuse and neglect while others argue 
for less in the name of parental rights.

All of the 28 state education depart-
ments that provided homeschooling 

data to the AP reported that home-
schooling spiked in 2020-21, when 
fears of infection kept many school 
buildings closed. Of the 18 states whose 
enrollment data included the current 
school year, all but one state said ho-
meschooling declined from the pre-
vious year but remained well above 
pre-pandemic levels. (The exception, 
South Dakota, recently changed the 
way it collects data).

Minnesota, for example, reported 
that 27,801 students are being home-
schooled now, compared to 30,955 
during the last school year. Before the 
pandemic, homeschool figures were 
around 20,000 or less.

Black families make up many of the 
homeschool converts. The proportion 
of Black families homeschooling their 
children increased by five times, from 
3.3% to 16.1%, from spring 2020 to the 
fall, while the proportion about dou-
bled across other groups, according to 
U.S. Census surveys.

Raleigh, North Carolina, mother 
Laine Bradley said the school system’s 
shortcomings became more evident to 
families like hers when remote learn-
ing began.

“I think a lot of Black families re-
alized that when we had to go to re-
mote learning, they realized exactly 
what was being taught. And a lot of 
that doesn’t involve us,” said Bradley, 
who decided to homeschool her 7-, 
10- and 11-year-old children. “My kids 
have a lot of questions about different 
things. I’m like, ‘Didn’t you learn that in 
school?’ They’re like, ‘No.’”

Bradley, who works in financial ser-
vices, converted her dining room into 
a classroom and rearranged her work 
schedule to take over her children’s 
education, adding lessons on financial 
literacy, Black history and Caribbean 
history important to her heritage.

“I can incorporate things that I feel 
like they should know,” she said. Her 
husband, Vince, who retired from the 
Air Force last year, steps in at times. 
The couple also have a 14-month-old. 

They plan to continue homeschooling 
for as long as their children want it. 
Her social media posts about her ex-
perience have drawn so much interest 
that Bradley recently created an online 
community called Black Moms Do Ho-
meschool to share resources and expe-
riences.

Boston University researcher An-
drew Bacher-Hicks said data showed 
that while homeschool rates rose 
across the board during the last school 
year, the increase was greater in school 
districts that reverted to in-person 
learning, perhaps before some parents 
were ready to send their children back.

He said the same health concerns 
that drove those increases are likely be-
hind the continued elevated rates, de-
spite additional upheaval in schools as 
parents and policy-makers debate is-
sues surrounding race and gender and 
which books should be in libraries.

“It’s really hard to disentangle those 
two things because all of this is kind of 
happening at the same time,” he said. 
“But my my guess would be that a large 

part of the decisions to exit from the 
system do have to do with COVID-re-
lated issues as opposed to political 
issues, because those things come up 
frequently and we’ve never seen an in-
crease in homeschooling rates like this 
before.”

He said parents also may be con-
cerned about the quality of education 
delivered by schools that have had 
to rely heavily on substitute teachers 
amid pandemic-caused staffing short-
ages.

McCarthy, the mom from subur-
ban Buffalo, said it was a combina-
tion of everything, with the pandemic 
compounding the misgivings she had 
already held about the public school 
system, including her philosophical 
differences over the need for vaccine 
and mask mandates and academic pri-
orities.

The pandemic, she said, “was 
kind of — they say the straw that 
broke the camel’s back — but the 
camel’s back was probably already 
broken.”

In this undated photo provided by Dalaine Bradley, Ahmad Waller, 
11, Zion Waller, 10, and Drew Waller, 7, left to right, study during 
homeschooling, in Raleigh, N.C.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF DALAINE BRADLEY VIA AP

A team of University of Con-
necticut undergraduate students 
are finalists in NASA’s BIG Idea 
Challenge. 

The team of UConn students 
submitted their idea last semes-
ter to the 2022 competition and 
have since been designing a lunar 
rover model.  

“They’re spending the rest of 
this semester, the summer, and 
into the fall designing and build-
ing their prototype for a lunar 
rover, then testing its ability to 
navigate extreme terrain and 
harsh conditions similar to the 
moon’s south pole,” the press re-
lease said. “Their work is being 
supported by $150,000 in project 
funding from NASA.” 

Every year participants are 
asked to develop a different pro-
totype. This year’s competition 
was focused on developing new 
modalities for rovers which could 
be used to navigate the varying 
terrains on the moon, the press 
release said.  

Seventh-semester chemical en-
gineering and material sciences 
and engineering major Theresa 
Nosel has been UConn’s team 
leader for this year’s competition.  

Nosel, along with 26 other stu-
dents, are part of this year’s UCo-

nn team for the NASA BIG Idea 
Challenge. She spoke on what the 
challenge is in more detail and 
how she and her fellow students 
got involved. 

“It is a national competi-
tion, hosted by NASA, to 
spark innovative ideas 
in students which 
help catalyze rev-
olutionary tech-
nologies in 
space explora-
tion,” Nosel 
said in an 
email inter-
view.  

N o s e l 
spoke on 
how many 
p a r t i c i -
p a t i n g 
g r o u p s 
t h e r e 
are each 
year and the 
rewards, both in 
terms of the fund-
ing and learning 
that the NASA 
BIG Idea Chal-
lenge grants. 

“Between sev- en to ten 
universities are accepted as fi-
nalists and given up to $180,000 
in funding,” Nosel said “It is an 
opportunity for us to step out 
into the unknown, explore the 
fascinating worlds of engineer-

ing and technology that exist 
outside the classroom, and chal-
lenge ourselves to go beyond 
w h a t ’s a l r e a d y -

been done.” 

The press release highlighted 
that this year’s team is not only 
the first to compete in the chal-
lenge, but the first time a UConn 

team has been funded through 
their idea for NASA’s BIG Idea 
Challenge.  

The idea for which this UConn 
team earned a final- ist position 
was a device w h i c h 
granted mor- p h i n g 

m o d a l - ity on 
t h e 

m o o n 
and pos-

sible other 
planets or at-

mospheres. 
“We proposed a 

morphing modality 
that involves four 
appendages ca-
pable of function-
ing in ‘quadruped 
mode’ allowing for 
a walking motion, 
in ‘tank mode’ al-

lowing for tank-like 
movement, and in 

‘combination mode’ 
allowing for any combi-

nation of appendages to 
conform to either a leg or a 

tank,” Nosel said.  
The UConn team began with 

15 members and grew to the cur-
rent 27 after the initial proposal 
for the project was submitted, 
Nosel said.  

“This concept formed over sev-
eral months and is the result of a 
great deal of collaboration of the 
team,” Nosel said. “We are con-

by Hallie LeTendre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

tinuing to adapt the details of the 
design as we continue through 
the building and testing phase.” 

With extensive hours, collabora-
tion and work put into the project, 
Nosel emphasized how it was all 
worth it. She hopes their rover will 
inspire their peers to appreciate 
the extensive work NASA does and 
how the organization may be part of 
your own future, in a press release.   

Being finalists in the NASA 
BIG Idea challenge opens up nu-
merous opportunities for partic-
ipating students. 

“This competition opens up op-
portunities for students on campus 
to work with NASA in a multidisci-
plinary, student led environment,” 
Nosel said. “We are learning to man-
age and lead a team while building 
a robot and learning the concepts/
science behind it. We are stepping 
out of our comfort zones and push-
ing ourselves with technical skill 
sets, working on a team, and pro-
moting ourselves and our concepts 
to NASA.” 

While the students on this 
UConn team have done most of 
their work outside of UConn’s 
assistance, Nosel said profes-
sors, deans and the university 
have applauded the team and 
continue to do so.  

“UConn has been cheering 
on this team since we first an-
nounced we were entering this 
challenge,” Nosel said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

“The pandemic was kind 
of — they say the straw 
that broke the camel’s 

back — but the camel’s 
back was probably 
already broken.”

LINDA MCCARTHY
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For churches hit by disasters, Easter brings promise of hope
(AP) — Easter’s message of renewal 

will be especially poignant this year for 
four U.S. congregations rebounding 
from disasters.

Their churches were destroyed by a 
tornado in Kentucky, gutted by a blaze 
in New York City, shattered when Hur-
ricane Ida hit the Louisiana coast, and 
filled with smoke and ash by the most 
destructive wildfire in Colorado histo-
ry. For the pastors, Easter’s promise of 
hope couldn’t be more timely.

KENTUCKY

Members of Mayfield First United 
Methodist Church won’t be celebrating 
Easter in their 100-year-old sanctuary. 
They can’t.

A Dec. 10 tornado ripped apart their 
stately building as it carved a deadly 
path through the western Kentucky 
community of about 10,000 people. A 
demolition crew tore down the rest.

Instead, on Easter Sunday, members 
will walk into their temporary home, 
Christ United Methodist Church, to 
mark the holy day.

“That’s going to be tough,” said the 
Rev. Joey Reed. He rode out the storm 
at Mayfield First, wondering if he 
would live to officiate his daughter’s 
wedding.

Reed started ministering soon after, 
encouraging his roughly 100 church 
members to pivot from suffering to 
servanthood. Congregants walked 
through the disaster zone assessing 
needs, passing out gift cards, helping 
residents rescue belongings.

“The example of Jesus Christ is the 
suffering servant,” he said. “When we 
turn away from our own difficulties … 
we are able to let go of our own pain for 
a minute and focus on our neighbor.”

Only in recent weeks – after per-
forming his daughter’s wedding, es-
caping to a cabin with his wife, mourn-
ing the death of their cat – did Reed 
realize he was still carrying around 
trauma from the storm.

But there has been hope amid the 
despair, like the pieces of the church’s 
baptismal font rescued from a landfill. 
“We are all about finding those bright 
spots,” Reed said.

NEW YORK CITY

The Middle Collegiate Church gos-
pel choir swayed to the beat of a live 
band during a joyful rehearsal at a 
synagogue that has become their new 
home.

“It’s Passover and our Jewish friends 
are exercising the most radical hospi-
tality,” said the Rev. Jacqui Lewis, the 
church’s senior minister.

Her church was gutted by a fire 
on Dec. 5, 2020, a grim coda to year of 
pandemic-related challenges. As the 
church rebuilds, its congregants were 
recently welcomed to gather in-person 
at the East End Temple.

“It was very clear when the trage-
dy fell on Middle Collegiate Church 
that we needed to live out our val-
ues, open our doors,” said Rab-
bi Joshua Stanton, who will offer 
prayer during the church’s Easter 
celebration.

On Palm Sunday, the choir belted 
out hymns in preparation for Easter.

“It feels like a miracle, going through 
the fire and the pandemic worldwide, 
all that we’ve gone through… to now 
have a place to call home,” said Joy Lau, 

a member of the Jerriese Johnson gos-
pel choir.

The multicultural congregation 
aspires to “take-it-to-the-streets activ-
ism.” Members have provided meals 
to people with AIDS, worked on storm 
recovery, demonstrated for racial jus-
tice and for LGBTQ and women’s 
rights.

The church’s belfry housed New 
York’s Liberty Bell, which tolled to 
mark the country’s birth in 1776 and 
has rung in remembrance of the 9/11 
terror attacks. The bell and the skeletal 
façade were the only parts of the sanc-
tuary to survive.

Amid the grief of losing their church, 
Lewis asks parishioners to “worship 
God with joy” and embrace Easter’s 
promise of hope.

“For Middle, this is a time of resur-
rection,” she said.

LOUISIANA

The windows at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic church were blown 
out, and its ceiling, sacristy and 
vestibule crumbled after Hurricane 
Ida blasted ashore in August, hit-

ting the small fishing community of 
Point-aux-Chenes, about 80 miles 
(130 kilometers) southwest of New 
Orleans.

Since then, its pastor, the Rev. Ra-
jasekar Karumelnathan, has cele-
brated Mass in the rectory and under 
a tent in the parking lot. Attendance 
dwindled after the storm: from about 
80 people who used to attend Sunday 
services to about 15 now.

Celebrating Christmas under the 
ruins was especially emotional for the 
congregation, the pastor said. But he 
expects a lighter mood for their first, 
post-Ida Easter service, with its prom-
ise of eternal life.

“We have lots of hope,” he said. “Eas-
ter strengthens us.”

Parishioner Teddy Neal, who lives 
a half mile from the church, is still re-
building his storm-damaged home. He 
would love to see his church and home 
restored.

“I see Easter as a new beginning,” 
said Neal, a truck driver. “I’m pretty 
much humbled, where it doesn’t mat-
ter what the conditions are -- as long 
as I’m present with Jesus during the 
Eucharist.”

COLORADO

At the charred remains of Bill and 
Jackie Stephens’ home in Superior, 
where they raised four kids and made 
countless memories over 22 years, the 
daffodils are blooming again.

When he looks at the green shoots 
and yellow blossoms, Bill Stephens 
sees rebirth. He also feels grief anew: 
for the house, the incinerated photos, 
the beloved yard.

“As a pastor I see this and go, this is 
an Easter illustration. It’s life out of the 
death,” Stephens said. “In some ways 
it’s beautiful, and in other ways it’s the 
reminder of, dang, we lost a lot.”

The lead pastor at Ascent Com-
munity Church in neighboring Lou-
isville and his loved ones are one of 
26 families in the congregation who 
lost their homes Dec. 30 in a wind-
whipped wildfire that destroyed 
1,084 residences in Denver-area sub-
urbs.

The church itself, a cavernous space 
inside a former Sam’s Club, was largely 
spared. The flames wrapped around 
the building, scorching trees and 
shrubs. But ash and smoke seeped 
in through skylights and ventilation 
shafts, coating everything in sooty 
charcoal.

Volunteers hauled out everything 
that wasn’t nailed down to be washed 
before a building-wide deep clean. As-
cent returned in February after two 
months of worshipping in a hotel ball-
room.

In the early days, police used As-
cent’s parking lot as a staging area 
for displaced residents. Thousands 
showed up and were met by church 
members, therapy dogs and meals.

Stephens said suffering his own loss 
positioned him to minister to others. 
While he stresses that there’s still a 
long road to recovery, he sees special 
meaning in Christ’s resurrection this 
year.

“That Jesus conquered the grave, 
conquered the sin ... and breathed life 
on Easter Sunday,” Stephens said, 
“there’s something really powerful 
about thinking about ours as just a mi-
nor version of that.”

The roof collapsed between the pews and the organ pipes in the First United Methodist church in May-
field, Ky., on, Dec. 19, 2021, after the deadly tornado ravaged the city on Dec. 10. In a string of post-tor-
nado firsts, church members will be celebrating Easter Sunday at their temporary home, Christ United 
Methodist Church.   FILE PHOTO/AP

Families, doctors contest Alabama transgender treatment ban
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — 

Families with transgender teens 
sued the state of Alabama in fed-
eral court on Monday to over-
turn a law that makes it a crime 
for doctors to treat trans youth 
under 19 with puberty blockers 
or hormones to help affirm their 
gender identity.

The two lawsuits — one on be-
half of two families and another 
on behalf two families and the 
physicians who treat their chil-
dren— pose legal challenges to 
legislation signed into law Friday 
by Republican Gov. Kay Ivey.

“Transgender youth are a part 
of Alabama, and they deserve the 
same privacy, access to treatment, 
and data-driven health care from 
trained medical professionals as 
any other Alabamian,” Tish Go-
tell Faulks, legal director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Alabama, said in a statement. 

Faulks added that lawmakers 
are using children, as, “political 
pawns for their reelection cam-
paigns.” Ivey and legislators face 
primaries next month.

Unless blocked by the court, the 
Alabama law will take effect May 
8, making it a felony for a doctor 
to prescribe puberty blockers or 
hormones to aid in the gender 
transition of anyone under age 
19. Violations will be punishable 
by up to 10 years in prison. It also 
prohibits gender transition sur-
geries, although doctors told law-
makers those are not performed 
on minors in Alabama.

“The level of legislative over-
reach into the practice of medi-
cine is unprecedented. And never 
before has legislative overreach 
come into pediatric examination 
rooms to shut down the parent 
voice in medical decision making 
between a parent, their pediatri-

cian and their child,” Dr. Morissa 
Ladinsky, a medical provider and 
a plaintiff in one of the lawsuits, 
told The Associated Press in an 
interview.

Ivey signed the legislation Fri-
day, a day after it was approved 
by the Alabama Legislature. At 
a campaign stop Monday, the 
governor invoked religion when 
asked about her decision to sign 
the legislation.

“If the good Lord made you a 
boy at birth, then you are a boy. 
If the good Lord made you a girl 
at birth, then you are a girl,” she 
said. “We should especially fo-
cus our efforts on helping these 
young people become healthy 
adults just like God wanted them 
to be rather than self-induced 
medical intervenors.”

Asked if the law would survive 
a court challenge, she replied, 
“We’ll wait and see.”

The two lawsuits were filed 
by advocacy groups on behalf of 
families with transgender chil-
dren, as well as by two medical 
providers. The children were not 
identified in the lawsuits because 
of their age,

“I know that I am a girl and I 
always have been,” one of the 
15-year-old plaintiffs said in a 
statement provided by the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union of Ala-
bama. “Even before I learned the 
word ‘transgender’ or met other 
trans people, I knew myself.”

In one of the lawsuits, parents 
described their fears that their 
transgender daughter, called 
“Mary Roe” in the suit, would 
harm herself or try to commit 
suicide if she loses access to the 
puberty blockers she began tak-
ing last year. “For Mary to be 
forced to go through male pu-
berty would be devastating; it 

would predictably result in her 
experiencing isolation, depres-
sion, anxiety, and distress,” the 
lawsuit states.

Similar measures have been 
pushed in other states, but the 
Alabama legislation is the first 
to lay out criminal penalties for 
doctors.

In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg 
Abbott has ordered the state’s 
child welfare agency to inves-
tigate as abuse reports of gen-
der-confirming care for kids. 
And a law in Arkansas bans gen-
der-affirming medications. That 
law has been blocked by a court, 
however.

Ivey also signed a separate 
measure that requires students 
to use bathrooms that align with 
their original birth certificate 
and prohibits instruction of gen-
der and sexual identity in kinder-
garten through fifth grades.
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Echoes of 1 million lost in the spaces they left behind
(AP) — Put your son in Sher-

man Peebles’ barber chair and 
along with a buzz you could 
count on Peebles, a sheriff ’s dep-
uty who cut hair as a sideline, to 
issue a fatherly warning about 
staying out of trouble.

Now, seven months after 
the dapper sergeant died of 
COVID-19, life goes on at the Co-
lumbus, Georgia, shop owned by 
his best friend. But the aching 
emptiness of Peebles’ absence 
lingers. The brotherly affection 
he brought to each day, gone 
missing. The jokes and stories 
that go untold.

The pandemic has claimed 
nearly 1 million lives in the U.S., 
leaving empty spaces in homes 
and neighborhoods across the 
country, whether we are aware 
of them or not.

In portraits of these places left 
behind, emptiness claims a chair 
at a nurses station in a busy Ala-
bama hospital, long occupied by 
a caregiver co-workers recall as 
“like everybody’s mama.”

It fills the Arizona bedroom of 
a 13-year-old lost to COVID, his 
action figures lined up just as he 
left them, on the dresser.

It floats, silent, over a wood-
ed path that a retired teacher, 
who died in the pandemic’s early 
months, often visited with her 
daughter and granddaughter to 
enjoy North Carolina’s flowers.

You have to look carefully to 
see the emptiness left by the 
loss of 1 million souls. But in the 
shadows, it is all too easy to feel 
it.

Sherman Peebles worked as a 
barber on weekends, in addition 
to his full-time job as a sheriff ’s 
deputy. He died of COVID in Sep-
tember, at age 49. His best friend 

Gerald Riley, who owns the bar-
ber shop, still arrives each Sat-
urday expecting to see Peebles’ 
truck parked outside. At day’s 
end, he thinks back to the rou-
tine he and his friend of 25 years 
always followed when closing. “I 
love you, brother,” they’d tell one 
another. How could Riley have 
known those would be the last 
words they’d ever share?

Donovan James Jones’ moth-
er can hardly bear to go into 
the room of her 13-year-old son, 
who died from complications of 
COVID in November. Teresita 
Horne was in the hospital bat-
tling the virus herself and never 
got the chance to say goodbye to 
her only son. “It’s always diffi-
cult to go into his room because 
I always wait for the day for him 
to come back. I wait for him to 
come home after school,” says 
Horne, of Buckeye, Arizona. “I 
would say to the world if they 
could know one thing about 
Donovan, he was very kind, es-
pecially in today’s climate and 
culture where kindness is a lost 
concept. I would want people to 
show some type of kindness to 
someone for no reason at all, but 
to be kind.”

Eddy Marquez spent 33 years 
cutting and arranging displays 
at his work station at US Ever-
green Wholesale Florist in New 
York’s flower district. He died of 
COVID in April 2020 during the 
deadliest week of the outbreak 
in the city. His brother-in-law, 
who lived in the same house, 
died days earlier. Marquez, who 
was 59 and the father of three, 
loved plants, and the yard of 
the family’s home is filled with 
the hydrangea bushes and fruit 
trees he tended. His daughter, 

Ivett Marquez, recalls that her 
dad worked long hours, but al-
ways set aside Sundays for fam-
ily. “He was an amazing father. 
He was an amazing husband, an 
amazing person. My father was 
just our best friend. You know, I 
guess his daughter’s first love,” 
she says. “He was everything to 
us. A supporter, a friend, just 
everything. He loved his job. He 
loved this family. He loved his 
house, his plants. That was just 
Eddy.” She now tends the plants 
in his place.

Mary Jacq McCulloch loved 
to explore the paths that wind 
through the North Carolina Bo-
tanical Garden in Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, often visiting 
with her daughter and grand-
daughter. McCulloch’s death 
in April 2020 at 87 came at the 
height of spring. Now, with the 
season arriving again, daughter 
Karen McCulloch is reminded 
of their drives together around 
Chapel Hill to gaze at the trees 
in blossom. Mary Jacq’s favor-
ite were the redbuds. “They are 
stunning magenta,” Karen Mc-
Culloch says. “I can’t see one in 
bloom without thinking, ‘Mom 
would love this.’ Kind of like her 
– brightly colored and demand-
ing attention.”

Arnie Kantrowitz got sick last 
winter when the omicron vari-
ant swept through New York, 
despite holing up in his home 
for most of the lockdown. The 
author, scholar and gay rights 
activist died of COVID in Jan-
uary. He was 81. “I’m not really 
grieving fully yet. That’s going 
to go on for the rest of my life,” 
said his long-time partner Larry 
Mass. “It’s like I’m still caring for 

him. He’s still with me.” Some-
times when world events make 
him angry, he thinks about what 
Kantrowitz would have said to 
bring him back to earth. He was 
always good at that. “He’s not 
totally gone,” Mass says. “He’s 
there in my heart.”

Luis Alfonso Bay Montgom-
ery worked straight through 
the pandemic’s early months in 
Somerton, Arizona, piloting a 
tractor among lettuce and cau-
liflower fields. Even after he 
began feeling sick in mid-June, 
he insisted on laboring on, says 
Yolanda Bay, his wife of 42 years. 
When he died, at 59, in July 2020, 
Bay was on her own for the first 
time since they’d met as teenag-
ers in their native Mexico. In the 
months since her husband died, 
Bay, a taxi driver, has worked 
hard to keep her mind occu-
pied. But memories find a way 
in. Driving past the fields he 
plowed, she imagines him on his 
tractor. “It’s time to get rid of his 
clothes, but ... ” she says, unable 
to finish the sentence. “There 
are times that I feel completely 
alone. And I still can’t believe it.”

Jennifer McClung, a longtime 
dialysis nurse, was a central fig-
ure at the nurses station in her 
ward at Helen Keller Hospital in 
Sheffield, Alabama. In Novem-
ber of 2020, McClung, 54, tested 
positive for COVID. “Mama, I 
feel like I’m never coming home 
again,” she texted her mother, 
Stella Olive, from a hospital bed. 
Her lungs severely damaged by 
the virus, she died just hours 
before the nation’s vaccination 
campaign began, on December 
14. If only the vaccine had come 
in time, McClung “might have 
made it,” friend and fellow nurse 
Christa House says. Today, a de-
cal with a halo and angel’s wings 
marks the place McClung once 
occupied at a third-floor nurses’ 
station. “It still just seems like 
she could just walk through the 
door,” McClung’s mother says. “I 
haven’t accepted that she’s she’s 
gone. I mean, a body is here one 
day and talking and laughing 
and loving and and then, poof, 
they’re just gone.”

You have to look 
carefully to see the 

emptiness left by the 
loss of 1 million souls. 

But in the shadows, it is 
all too easy to feel it.

Pakistan’s embattled PM ousted in no-confidence vote
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Pakistan’s 

political opposition toppled Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in a no-confi-
dence vote in Parliament early Sun-
day after several political allies and 
a key party in his ruling coalition 
deserted him.

The opposition, which spans 
the political spectrum from leftists 
to religious radicals, will form a 
new government. The head of one 
of the largest parties, a brother of 
disgraced former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, is likely to take over 
as prime minister if confirmed in a 
vote Monday.

Anticipating his loss, Khan, who 
charged the opposition colluded with 
the United States to unseat him, has 
called on his supporters to stage ral-
lies nationwide on Sunday. Khan’s 
options are limited, though. Should 
he see a big turnout in his support, 
he may try to keep the momentum of 
street protests as a way to pressure 
Parliament to hold early elections.

Khan earlier had tried to sidestep 
the vote by dissolving Parliament 
and calling early elections but a 
Supreme Court ruling ordered the 
vote to go ahead.

The vote comes amid cooling 
relations between Khan and Pa-
kistan’s powerful military, which 
many of his political opponents al-
lege helped him come to power in 
general elections in 2018. The mili-
tary has directly ruled Pakistan for 
more than half of its 75 years and 
wields considerable power over ci-
vilian governments.

In seeking Khan’s ouster, the op-
position had accused him of eco-
nomic mismanagement as infla-
tion soars and the Pakistani rupee 
plummets in value. The vote caps 
months of political turmoil and a 
constitutional crisis that required 
the Supreme Court to step in.

In an impassioned speech Friday, 
Khan doubled down on his accusa-
tions that his opponents colluded 
with the United States to unseat 
him over his foreign policy choices, 
which often seemed to favor China 
and Russia and defied the U.S.

Khan said Washington opposed 
his Feb. 24 meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in the 
Kremlin. The meeting took place 
hours after Russian tanks rolled 
into Ukraine, launching a devastat-
ing war in the heart of Europe.

Ahead of the vote, a member of 
Khan’s Cabinet referred to an ear-
lier claim by Khan that Pakistani 
diplomats in Washington were told 
by a senior U.S. official that rela-
tions would improve if Khan was 
ousted.

Human rights minister Shireen 
Mazari told Parliament that the pur-
ported memo by the U.S. official stat-
ed that “all would be forgiven” if Khan 
was out of power. She went on to ask: 
“Forgiven for what? What is our sin?”

The U.S. State Department has 

denied any involvement in Paki-
stan’s internal politics. Deputy 
State Department spokeswoman 
Jalina Porter told reporters on Fri-
day there was “absolutely no truth 
to these allegations.”

Still, Khan urged his supporters 
to take to the streets, particularly 
the youth who have been the back-
bone of his support since the former 
cricket star turned conservative Is-
lamist politician came to power in 
2018. He said they needed to protect 
Pakistan’s sovereignty and oppose 
alleged U.S. dictates.

“You have to come out to protect 
your own future. It is you who have 
to protect your democracy, your sov-
ereignty and your independence. ... 
This is your duty,” he said. “I will 
not accept an imposed government.”

Khan’s allegations of U.S. in-
volvement are likely to resonate 
with many in Pakistan, says Mi-
chael Kugelman, deputy director of 
the Asia Program at the Washing-
ton-based Wilson Center.

“Khan’s conspiracy allegations 
will resonate in a country where 
there’s a tendency to ascribe the 
worst possible motives to U.S. poli-
cy, especially because there is a past 
history of U.S. meddling in Paki-
stani politics,” said Kugelman.

Khan’s allegations of U.S. involve-
ment in attempts to oust him also ex-
ploit a deep-seated mistrust among 
many in Pakistan of U.S. intentions, 
particularly following 9/11.

Washington has often berated 
Pakistan for doing too little to fight 
Islamic militants, even as thou-

sands of Pakistanis have died at 
their hands and the army has lost 
more than 5,000 soldiers. Pakistan 
has been accused of aiding Afghan-
istan’s Taliban insurgents while 
also being asked to bring them to 
the peace table.

The no-confidence vote loss for 
Khan brings to power some unlike-
ly partners.

Among them is a radically re-
ligious party that runs scores of 
religious schools. The Jamiat-e-
Ulema-Islam, or Assembly of Cler-
ics, teaches a deeply conservative 
brand of Islam in its schools. Many 
of Afghanistan’s Taliban and Paki-
stan’s own homegrown violent Tal-
iban graduated from JUI schools.

The largest among the opposi-
tion parties — the Pakistan People’s 
Party, led by the son of slain former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
and the Pakistan Muslim League — 
have been tainted by allegations of 
widespread corruption.

Pakistan Muslim League leader 
and former Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif was convicted of corruption 
after being named in the so-called 
Panama Papers. That’s a collec-
tion of leaked secret financial doc-
uments showing how some of the 
world’s richest hide their money 
and involving a global law firm 
based in Panama. Sharif was dis-
qualified by Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court from holding office. The 
new prime minister is expected to 
be Sharif ’s brother Shahbaz Shar-
if after a vote for the new prime 
minister is held in Parliament on 
Monday.

“This would be the first time in 
Pakistan’s history that a no-con-
fidence vote succeeds in ousting a 
Prime Minister -- the fulfilment of 
a constitutional process that was 
far from guaranteed after Khan’s 
attempts to derail the vote,” said 
Elizabeth Threlkeld, Pakistan ex-
pert at the U.S.-based The Stim-
son Center. “That, in itself, is sig-
nificant, and could give Pakistan 
something to build on going for-
ward.”

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan attends a military parade to mark Pakistan National Day in Is-
lamabad, Pakistan on March 23, 2022. Pakistan’s embattled prime minister faced a no-confidence vote 
Saturday, April 9, 2022, waged by his political opposition. FILE PHOTO/AP

Larry Quackenbush worked as 
an audio and video producer for 
the Assemblies of God, a Pen-
tecostal denomination based in 
Springfield, Missouri. He died 
in August after contracting the 
virus while caring for his then 
12-year-old son, Landon, who 
came home from summer camp 
sick with COVID. “Even when he 
started feeling sick, he kept tak-
ing care of everybody,” daughter 
Macy Sweeters said.

“It just hurts so much. He was 
my best friend.”

Neil Lawyer loved to sing while 
his son, David, accompanied him 
on the piano in his living room 
in Bellevue, Washington. The el-
der Lawyer died at 84 in March 
2020, among the first residents of 
a Seattle area nursing home who 
succumbed to COVID during the 
outbreak. At weddings, he joined 
his sons, grandson and nephew 
to serenade brides and grooms 
in a makeshift ensemble dubbed 
the Moose-Tones. Last October, 
when one of his granddaughters 
married, it marked the first fam-
ily affair without Lawyer there 
to hold court. The Moose-Tones 
went on without him. “He would 
have just been beaming because, 
you know, it was the most im-
portant thing in the world to him 
late in life, to get together with 
family,” David Lawyer says. “I 
can honestly tell you he was ter-
ribly missed.”

Fernando Morales and younger 
brother Adam Almonte used to 
sit, always on the same benches, 
at New York’s Fort Tryon Park, 
eating sandwiches together. On 
the deadliest day of a horrific 
week in April 2020, COVID took 
the lives of 816 people in New 
York City alone. Morales, 43, was 
one of them. Walking through the 
park, Almonte visualizes long-
ago days tossing a baseball with 
his brother and taking in the 
view from their bench with sand-
wiches in hand. He replays old 
messages to just to hear Morales’ 
voice. “When he passed away it 
was like I lost a brother, a parent 
and a friend all at the same time,” 
Almonte says. “That’s an irre-
placeable type of love.”
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It’s an understatement to say that 
we live in an extremely technological 
world. This is especially true con-
sidering how many aspects of daily 
life have shifted to digital modalities 
with the advent of the COVID-19 
pandemic in March of 2020 — some-
thing we are still dealing with more 
than two years later. As a result, the 
separation between work life and 
home life, for example, is almost 
nonexistent. Employees and other 
people working remotely, along with 
students completing their education 
online, are always “plugged in” so to 
speak; there is no break or time to 
rest.  

I’ve written about our relationship 
with technology in such a digital age 
before — it’s not a new issue. Howev-
er, it is still an incredibly signifi cant 
one. Technology has given us amaz-
ing opportunities and has increased 
our connectivity and communica-
tion with others tenfold. Nowadays 
it is so much easier to stay in touch 

with people at any distance, which is 
a great thing!  

However, as with many aspects of 
life, too much of a good thing is really 
not good for you at all. Recently, I’ve 
been thinking a lot about this idea of 
24/7 connectivity, especially as the 
semester is winding down and every 
class, job and extracurricular activi-
ty is attempting to wrap up 16 weeks 
of goals at the same time. Numerous 
texts about pressing responsibilities 
and deadlines are tugging at my pant 
leg like a group of small children and 
ignoring their cries just makes them 
more persistent.  

However, this newfound expecta-
tion to always be available to others, 
simply because they have a way to 
contact you anywhere, anytime, is 
ridiculous. It’s okay to unplug some-
times. You are not obligated to an-
swer every text or email within 30 
seconds; you can take a break and 
get to it when you have the time, en-
ergy and mental space for it.  

There are a number of benefi ts to 
taking a step back from technology. 
For one, it is a stress reducer, in that 
it gives you time to recover from the 
work day. It is just as draining for 
your physical, mental and emotion-
al health to always be “on” as it is for 
your phone battery if you never take 
a second to turn it o�  and recharge. 
Furthermore, stepping back also 

improves your physical health, as it 
gives you time to stretch your body, 
and gives your eyes a break from 
staring at various screens. Unplug-
ging yourself from your technology 
can also allow you to be more present 
in the moment you are currently in, 
rather than distracting you with the 
millions of other tasks begging for 
your attention at any given second.  

I know that unplugging isn’t an 
easy task, and it certainly isn’t as 
simple as it seems. Personally, it can 
manifest in my life with feelings of 
guilt for not being available to oth-
ers — and I would assume at least 
one person reading this might feel 

the same way. However, it’s not fair 
to yourself as an individual to give 
these feelings of guilt any credence. 
You are a human being, after all, and 
not an infallible one at that. No one 
is. Honestly, I say these things most-
ly for myself, because they’re things 
I need reminders in, but hopefully 
they’re helpful to others as well.  

And because it isn’t easy to unplug, 
you have to give yourself forgiveness 
and leeway if you aren’t perfect at it. 
Technology is addictive. You have to 
be realistic with yourself that there 
might be times where it is impossible 
to completely disconnect. But there 
are typically always methods of miti-

gating the overwhelming pressure of 
remaining connected all the time. Do 
Not Disturb is a wonderful feature 
that will silence notifi cations for as 
long as you want – trust me when I 
say this is a lifesaver. Out of sight, out 
of mind.  

Any little step you can take to un-
plug is a good start. It’s no secret to 
say that phones, technology and 
constant communication overall can 
be a source of stress — hence the fact 
that it’s okay to take a break from 
these things. Remember: You don’t 
always have to be available to others 
just because you have a cell phone 
and someone else has your number. 

It took life on Earth 3.5 billion 
years to evolve to the point where 
it looked up at the sky and mar-
veled at its potential to harness the 
future. After all, what separates 
human beings from any other spe-
cies is how future oriented we are. 
Most of our decisions are for the 
sake of a future to which we are 
committed or obligated. As our 
cognitive capabilities and ingenu-
ity exponentially increased over a 
short period of time, it didn’t take 
long for us to ponder how our fu-
ture could evolve beyond our own 
native planet. Mankind took to 
space as far away as Earth’s near-
est cosmic neighbor in 1969, and 
we have committed more time, re-
sources and manpower to continue 
embarking on this quest ever since.  

Unfortunately, the intrinsic hun-
ger of human beings to push the 
limits of control in the pursuit of ex-
ploration is causing us to overlook 
what we take for granted. Exacer-

bating the impact of climate change 
through the use of fossil fuels is a 
prime example of the repercussions 
of rapid development laying waste 
to our planet — even Earth’s orbit 
has been increasingly littered with 
our ignorance over the last several 
decades. Humanity’s triumphant 
feats from space exploration are 
shadowed by the wreckage that 
they leave behind in the wake of 
these accomplishments. 

In 1978, astrophysicist Donald 
Kessler made an alarming predic-
tion: Space junk could wreck our 
ability to keep satellites aloft and 
indefi nitely prevent any form of 
future space travel. This phenom-
enon — rightly known as Kessler 
Syndrome — describes the den-
sity of objects in Low Earth Or-
bits. Since space pollution is high 
enough, collisions between objects 
could cause a cascade in which 
each collision would generate 
space debris, increasing the likeli-
hood of further collisions.  

Currently, about 27,000 objects 
larger than 10 centimeters are 

still in orbit, only 1,900 of which 
are operational satellites. 700,000 
objects larger than a centime-
ter also remain in orbit, along 
with an estimated 200,000,000 
objects larger than a millimeter. 
The numbers only get bigger as 
the objects get smaller, but don’t 
let size be deceiving. Each indi-
vidual piece of debris is traveling 
at 17,500 mph around the Earth, 
which is approximately 10 times 
the speed of the average bullet. 
Any impact from one of these ob-
jects could prove catastrophic to 
a space mission, compromising 
billions of dollars, the lives of our 
astronauts and, of course, con-
tributing further to the accumu-
lation of debris. 

The cruel irony of observing 
the cosmos for the future of hu-
mankind is the contribution that 
it makes to our current climate 
emergency. A new estimate of 
the greenhouse gas emissions 
linked to all ground and space-
based telescopes says the annual 
carbon footprint of astronomy’s 

research infrastructure is equiv-
alent to about 20 million metric 
tons of carbon dioxide, which ri-
vals that of total emissions from 
individual countries including 
Croatia, Estonia and Bulgaria. It 
was scientific research, after all, 
that helped us discover the hu-
man-induced problems of global 
warming. Yet, science is contra-
dicting itself by not setting a good 
example of how we need to react 
to the systemic climate issues we 
face. 

We are taking too many short-
cuts to get to the fi nish line and it is 
costing us. The solutions to these 
existing problems are more than 
within reach of our capabilities. 

by Nicolas Zimmerman
CONTRIBUTOR
nicolas.zimmerman@uconn.edu

Science Friday 

Surrey Satellite Technologies’ “Re-
moveDEBRIS” mission proposes 
grabbing decommissioned satel-
lites with a large space net to avoid 
major collisions, while observa-
tories around the world are con-
sidering greener options to power 
their facilities.  

The problem with these solutions 
is the lack of incentives that drive 
them. In a profi t oriented world, it is 
di�  cult to come up with the funds 
for cleaning up space debris when 
there isn’t much revenue to be made 
from such a project. Human nature 
tends to show us that we are only 
mildly concerned about the po-
tential for catastrophe. And, there 
doesn’t seem to be a proportional 
amount of money being spent on 
getting things back from space com-
pared to putting them up there in 
the fi rst place. Because burning fos-
sil fuels is much cheaper than green-
er alternatives today, the eco-friend-
ly transition will take its time before 
fully coming to fruition. Unfortu-
nately, time is the ultimate resource 
and we are running out of it.

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

We are taking too 
many shortcuts 

to get to the finish 
line, and it is 

costing us.
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Last Wednesday, UConn 
S.H.A.P.E. held a plate smashing 
event on Fairfi eld Way. Students 
were encouraged to write down 
negative perceptions of themselves 
on a plate before shattering it, let-
ting the toxicity go.  

Students Helping Achieve 
Positive Esteem (S.H.A.P.E.) 
is a small peer-educa-
tion group under 
UConn Student 
Health and 
Wellness fo-
cused on 
spreading 
a w a r e -
n e s s 
a b o u t 
e at i n g 
disor-
d e r s 
a n d 
p r o -
m o t i n g 
b o d y 
positivity. 
The group 
f aci l itates 
wo r k s h o p s 
in UNIV class-
es and Greek 
organizations, fre-
quently collaborating 
with the Women’s Center, 
Active Minds and Nutrition 
Club.  

“S.H.A.P.E. is important to me 
because I am a strong believer in 
loving oneself: mind and body. 
College is already a stressful time, 
adding in ideals about how our 
bodies should look makes it even 
harder. Dedicating yourself to say-
ing ‘no’ to diet culture and these 
expectations can help us reduce 
the amount of eating disorders 
we see,” said Michaela Bureau, a 
sixth-semester nursing major and 
S.H.A.P.E. internal development 
member.  

Supervised by SHaW regis-
tered dietitians, S.H.A.P.E. peer 

educators study, analyze and dis-
cuss the impact of negative body 
image, especially in the world 
of media. On top of spreading 
awareness, peer educators sup-
port students by guiding them to 
relevant on-campus resources. 
The group also works with the 
W o m - e n ’ s 

C e n -
t e r 

t o 

co-
host The Body Project, a 
discussion-based program com-
batting unrealistic body stan-
dards.  

While the group typically runs 
presentations and discussions, 
their plate smash event was more 
on the interactive side.  

“Plate Smash came from Tik-
Tok, which is ironic as a lot of 
the discussions we have had this 
year have been about the nega-
tive effects of TikTok. The trend 
was developed into our take on 
the event where students could 
smash body standards, expec-

tations, and plates,” said Lizi 
Shaul, a sixth-semester student 
pursuing a dual degree in psy-
chology and theater design and 
technology.  

As a S.H.A.P.E. intern, Shaul 
was involved in planning the 
event, which entailed securing 
supplies and conducting the 
event safely. With some assis-
tance from Dining Services, 

the group found a vendor 
to supply 

plates. To 
avoid the 
p o t e nt i a l 

m e s s 
a n d 
d a n ge r 
of plate 
shards, 
s t u -
d e n t s 
w o r e 

s a f e t y 
g l a s s -

es and 
s m a s h e d 

plates into 
garbage cans. 

S.H.A.P.E. hopes 
to make Plate Smash 

an annual event where 
students can have a fun 

time letting go of negative stan-
dards.  

In February, the group con-
ducted Give One, Get One, an 
event where students wrote 
anonymous compliments to 
each other during National Eat-
ing Disorder Awareness Week. 
At the start of April, S.H.A.P.E. 
held a body image panel and 
began a new discussion group 
called Stand Up to Beauty Stan-
dards.  

If you’re interested in becom-
ing a S.H.A.P.E. peer educa-
tor, you can fill out a form on 
SHaW’s website or visit their 
social media page to learn more.  

educators study, analyze and dis-
cuss the impact of negative body 
image, especially in the world 
of media. On top of spreading 
awareness, peer educators sup-
port students by guiding them to 
relevant on-campus resources. relevant on-campus resources. 
The group also works with the 

e n ’ s 
C e n -

t e r 

tations, and plates,” said Lizi 
Shaul, a sixth-semester student 
pursuing a dual degree in psy-pursuing a dual degree in psy-
chology and theater design and 
technology.  

As a S.H.A.P.E. intern, Shaul 
was involved in planning the 
event, which entailed securing 
supplies and conducting the 

UConn S.H.A.P.E. hopes to increase student’s self esteem. S.H.A.P.E.’s peer educators have planned several 
events on campus such as Plate Smash, which was inspired by a TikTok trend and held Wednesday, April 13, 
2022.   PHOTO COURTESY OF UCONN S.H.A.P.E.

UConn S.H.A.P.E.’s Plate Smash
shatters expectations
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Roundtable:
Best Easter candy

Emma Morgan, CC

While I don’t mean to harsh anyone’s mellow, I must say that Easter is hardly 
my favorite time of year when it comes to candy. Sure, the weather is nice, and 
I suppose the pastel colors are cheerful — of course, part of me thinks that the 
entire month of April feels like a tacky baby shower — but my biggest gripe 
with Easter is the return of my least favorite candy: Peeps.  

Call me crazy, but Peeps are far too overrated for my liking. You either love 
them or you hate them, and in this case I must argue the latter. Marshmallows 
are one thing, but you’d think with all that pink and yellow sugar coating that 
they'd at least have a little more fl avor — but nothing! You would think that 
the so-called “chocolate-fl avored eyes” would add something excit-
ing — still nothing. Essentially, Peeps leave me eating a taste-
less, chewy mess that gives me a stomach ache and ruins my 
appetite for Easter brunch. The only positive I’ve found is 
placing them inside a microwave for a couple of minutes 
and watching them explode. Plain white marshmallows 
have far more fl avor, so I don’t understand what the 
hype is about. To be honest, I’m ready to bypass 
spring and head straight to campfi re s’mores in 
July and August. At least summer knows how 
to make a real marshmallow. 

Happy Easter and happy eating 
from the Life section! 

Spring has o�  cially sprung, and 
with that comes warmer days, blue 
skies and a rainbow of jelly beans. 
That’s right, while Halloween and 
Valentine’s Day try to corner the mar-
ket as the ultimate candy-centered 
holidays, the Easter season has plen-
ty of delectable treats to choose from 
for anyone with a sweet tooth. With 
the Easter bunny on its way in just a 
few days, the Life section decided to 
come together and decide what treats 
they hope to fi nd in their Easter bas-
kets this Sunday. So, without further 
ado, let’s hop to it! 

Amy O’Rourke, CC 

Hands down, no ques-
tion about it: The most 
delicious Easter candy 
is mini Reese’s peanut 
butter eggs. Don’t mistake 
these for the individually 
wrapped in plastic ones 
similar to the Reese’s trees 
around Christmas time — 
I’m talking about the bagged, 
tin-foiled wrapped, one-bite 
half moons. The outer shell’s crunch 
and the rich creamy peanut butter fi ll-
ing is like no other. I have no idea why 
the shape changes the eating experi-
ence, but it truly makes or breaks the c a n d y 
for me. This is my top pick of Reese’s shapes, and my top pick for Easter candy. 

Sadly, I can no longer enjoy all the deliciousness Reese’s eggs have to o� er, 
but I have found a close second: Justin’s mini dark chocolate peanut butter 
cups. Although they are not specifi cally Easter themed, they’re vegan and glu-
ten free, and their melty, creamy fl avors are unmatched. 

Gino Giansanti, ALE 

While I agree with Amy that Easter is a holiday for chocolate lovers, I think 
Reese’s will have to sit this one out, because springtime belongs to the Cadbury 
company. While I can buy a peanut butter cup or Hershey bar any time of the year 
— and pay considerably less to do so without the themed pastel-colored wrapping 
— Cadbury eggs only come out once a year, so you need to grab them while you can. 

The Cadbury Mini Eggs, the undisputed, best overall, star of the Easter season, 
is the one candy that I could not celebrate Easter without. In theory, the concept 
is so simple: a milk chocolate center formed into a tiny egg and covered by an ul-
tra-thin, crispy chocolate shell. They say less is more, and in this case, it certainly 
is. Not to be confused with the much larger, individually-wrapped Cadbury Creme 
Eggs — those are frankly disgusting. While the egg looks inviting, the yellow-ish 
creme fi lling is a stomach ache waiting to happen, so my advice 
is to stick to the less rich, more basic Mini Eggs. Plus, the 
smaller size allows you to pop them in your mouth 
all Sunday long without the same guilty feeling as 
fi nishing o�  an entire chocolate bunny. But I 
will say, I do that sometimes too. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AMAZON
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Music, movies and mud: OOzeball and Spring Weekend 2022Music, movies and mud: OOzeball and Spring Weekend 2022

The Motherland: A night in Hongdae
by Esther Ju
STAFF WRITER
esther.ju@uconn.edu

There’s nothing more cliché 
than writing about having writer’s 
block; yet, I have it and I decided to 
write about it. 

While the fact that I’m halfway 
through my semester abroad and 
I’ve run out of ideas could be a 
sign I’m not taking advantage of 
my time in Korea, it’s important to 
note that having fun doesn’t always 
equate to doing the most. If any-
thing, the moments I do give in to 
going out have usually ended with 
a keen sense of regret. Take club-
bing in Hongdae, for instance. 

Hongdae is about a 15-minute 
bus ride from Yonsei, a neighbor-
hood best known for its exuberant 
nightlife and the very reason why 
locals and foreigners tend to fl ock 
toward the area. The legal drink-
ing age in Korea is 19, which also 
explains why college students often 
make up a large portion of that 
demographic. 

It was a Saturday night and 
a group of fi ve of us (includ-
ing myself) stopped by a 
convenience store for a 
quick meal. I got in-
stant miyeok-guk 
while the others 
bought noodles. 

They also bought two bottles of soju 
to pregame. 

As we later stood in line to enter 
Club DOZE, I learned two things: 
fi rstly, grape-fl avored soju tastes 
absolutely amazing, and secondly, 
I underestimated how alive Korea 
becomes at night. For a country 
whose COVID-19 guidelines have 
been very strict, you wouldn’t think 
there’d be so many people linger-
ing at the same time. Everyone 
swarmed the sidewalks and alley-
ways, either coming out of other 
venues for a quick smoke break 
or to mingle with the crowd. Cars 
beeped their way through the con-
gested street, music boomed out of 
a nearby bar and neon signs glowed 
against the line of buildings. Iron-
ically, the most enjoyable part of 
the night was when I stood there to 
take it all in. 

Nevertheless, that’s as much as 
I’ll romanticize it. We spent the next 
three hours inside an overcrowded 
basement fi lled with red lights and 

cigarette smoke, a scent which I 
found out would permeate 
my clothes for the next week. 
The bass was so strong it vi-

brated my larynx to the 
point where my gag 
refl ex was triggered 
every 10 minutes, and 

I only ended up know-
ing a grand total of four 

songs. 
Rest assured, the worst 

part wasn’t the clubbing it-
self. Although I was relieved 
it was over, there were one or 
two moments where I actual-

ly thought I was having fun, 
but those lasted a good minute 

or so. Instead, the worst part 
came in trying to make it back 

home. 
It was raining — hard. After we 

exited DOZE, we proceeded to loi-
ter in a crowded alleyway outside a 
line of closed shops. Only some of 
us brought umbrellas (most of them 
being quite small) so huddling two 
people to an umbrella was our solu-
tion. A lot was happening at once. 
People were fi lling the area. We 
were in the process of keeping track 
of the members in our group. I was 

make up a large portion of that 
demographic. 

It was a Saturday night and 
a group of fi ve of us (includ-
ing myself) stopped by a ing myself) stopped by a 
convenience store for a 
quick meal. I got in-
stant miyeok-guk 
while the others 
bought noodles. 

basement fi lled with red lights and 
cigarette smoke, a scent which I 

ly thought I was having fun, 
but those lasted a good minute 

or so. Instead, the worst part 
came in trying to make it back 

home. 
It was raining — hard. After we 

exited DOZE, we proceeded to loi-
ter in a crowded alleyway outside a 
line of closed shops. Only some of 
us brought umbrellas (most of them us brought umbrellas (most of them 
being quite small) so huddling two 
people to an umbrella was our solu-
tion. A lot was happening at once. 
People were fi lling the area. We 
were in the process of keeping track 
of the members in our group. I was 

in the process of keeping track of 
an intoxicated friend who wouldn’t 
stop saying “hello” and “thank you” 
in Korean to random strangers. It 
was raining. 

In total, it took us about two-and-
a-half hours of standing in the rain 
before getting back to the dorms. We 
briefl y found shelter under a brick 
arch entrance outside a closed cafe, 
where we continued to refresh the 
taxi app in the hope that one would 
be available. Of course, it never hap-
pened because like us, every other 
clubgoer and bar hopper was on a 
mission to escape the weather. And 
as I stood there shivering, seeing the 
street lights refl ected on puddles on 
the ground and occupied taxis rush-
ing past our miserable faces, I came 
to the conclusion that this was, in 
fact, the last time I would ever go out 
again. 

We were eventually rescued by a 
pair of roommates who invited us 
to their Airbnb, so we could at least 
wait for a taxi under warm shelter. 
Granted, it was a 20 minute walk 
from where we were. Umbrellas were 
deemed useless after I realized I was 
still getting wet despite standing un-
der one, and I took the initiative to 
fulfi ll my main character fantasies by 
walking the majority of the way get-
ting drenched. Only 10 minutes after 
we arrived, we were able to secure a 
taxi and got home safely by 2 a.m.  

It’s been a month since that endeav-
or, and there could be no greater in-
dicator that Korean nightlife is, at the 
very least, not suited for me. As a call-
back to my earlier point, “fun” tends 
to have a subjective defi nition. And 
while I’ve come to prefer sitting in 
aesthetic cafes, taking a bite out of an 
overpriced slice of cake and sipping 
on an iced beverage, I’m not going to 
criticize those I went with for enjoy-
ing themselves at the club for days in 
a row — I honestly just want to know 
where they get the energy to do it. 

All in all, I’m grateful for the ex-
perience, which without I would not 
have been able to fi gure out — albeit 
wretchedly — to never do any of it 
again. And more importantly, I’ve 
learned that terrible experiences 
are the perfect remedy for writer’s 
block.

 A night in Hongdae A night in Hongdae
in the process of keeping track of 

 A night in Hongdae

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

After being put on the back 
burner the last two year because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Spring Weekend is officially back 
in full swing at the University of 
Connecticut in 2022. 

Spring weekend is a jam packed 
weekend full of events, starting 
on Thursday, April 21 and closing 
on the night of Saturday April 23.  

The Student Union is the place 
to be for this weekend of fun. 
From movies to s’mores and BBQ 
to festivals, the Union is host-
ing a diverse array of events ev-
ery night throughout this vernal 
weekend.  

The main event of UConn’s 
Spring Weekend is the legend-
ary OOzeball tournament. One of 
the most distinctive traditions of 
our university, OOzeball has run 
for close to 40 years, debuting in 
1984, when students first decided 

In this file photo, UConn students play OOzeball on April 21, 2018. Students patiently await the revival of OOzeball this spring since it has been 
canceled since 2019 because of COVID-19. OOzeball 2022 will be held on Saturday, April 23, and will feature a “Spotify Wrapped” theme this 
year. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

to douse UConn’s sand volleyball 
courts with water, turning them 
into a muddy sludge. The messy 
tradition has lasted ever since, 
becoming one of the key events of 
the year. 

The Daily Campus was lucky 
enough to speak with two leaders 
of the Student Alumni Associa-
tion, the organization that runs 
OOzeball, President Will Raccio 
and Vice President of Traditions 
Hailey Longo, via email. 

“[T]he team is generally very 
excited to host OOzeball for the 
first time since 2019,” Raccio said. 
“At the same time, there is also 
more pressure to succeed than in 
previous years. If you think about 
it, 75% of this campus does not 
know what the event is, or has 
not seen it given that the last time 
the event took place occurred 
when this year’s seniors were 

freshmen.” 
“Everyone in SAA is just so 

happy to be back on campus to-
gether and have the opportunity 
to plan our normal events,” said 
Longo. “Being able to host OOze-
ball once again just is a great in-
dicator that life is going back to 
normal at UConn and we could 
not be any more excited to bring 
back the tradition.” 

Every year, OOzeball has a cer-
tain theme. 

“[T]his year we chose to follow 
Spotify Wrapped,” stated Longo. 
“At the end of the year Spotify 
comes out with its wrapped play-
list that compiles all your favorite 
songs and artists throughout the 
years. This year we wanted to re-
mind students of this longstand-
ing tradition and by using this 
theme we were able to look back 
on fun OOzeball memories.” 

OOzeball is not just one of the 
most perpetual traditions at UCo-
nn; it’s also one of the most pop-
ular. Thousands of students have 
taken to the mud courts in recent 
years. 

“In the past, we have had up 
to 3,000 students participate in 
the tradition, of course taking 
into account what I said before 
about how ‘new’ our tradition is 
to many of our students, we are 
aiming for about 2,000 students,” 
said Raccio. 

The hype is palpable around 
campus for OOzeball, as the stu-
dent population has waited years 
for this keynote event.  

“OOzeball is such a fun and dif-
ferent experience,” Longo said. 
“There is nowhere else you are 
going to have the opportunity 
to go play in the mud with your 
friends and then get prizes for it.” 

“OOzeball isn’t about being the 
best volleyball player; it’s about 
being with friends, enjoying, 
laughing, and making memories,” 
said Raccio. “Students should ex-
pect music, giveaways, merch, 
food sourced from local vendors, 
and good vibes. It’s going to be a 
good day to have a good day.” 

Registrations are open through 
the UConn Rec Center web-
site until the midnight of April 
15 for OOzeball 2022: OOzeball 
Wrapped. 

To volunteer, students and fac-
ulty members can email hailey.
longo@uconn.edu.  

For more information on Spring 
Weekend 2022, visit the schedule 
on its website.  

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AMAZON
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Photo of the Day | brb losing my mind over this dog

Crossword

DYK?

Winnie, the golden retriever, rests on the sidewalk in downtown Storrs on April 13, 2022. Winnie is 9 months old. PHOTO BY JULIAN PRIETO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Spider-Man was created by 
Stan Lee and Steve Ditko. He 
first appeared in “Amazing 
Fantasy” #15 in 1962.

THE FIRST TIME J. JONAH 
JAMESON SAYS THE ICONIC LINE 
BELOW WAS IN “THE AMAZING 
SPIDER-MAN” #4, PUBLISHED IN 
1963.

“Listen, Parker, I want pictures 
of Spider-Man!”

CARTOON BY ZACHARY KOPACZ, ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
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ACROSS
1 Autumn bloomers
5 Toy similar to a 

Transformer
10 Lift for a run
14 Too many to 

name, for short
15 Rage
16 Westchester 

college
17 Con
18 More desirable 

entanglement?
20 Last name in diets
22 Like some ice 

cream holders
23 Political upheaval 

around the 
castle?

26 Club __
29 Ireland coat-of-

arms image
30 “The Raven” 

woman
32 Sleep on it
35 Ruhr refusals
38 French menu 

preposition
39 Need something 

warm and fuzzy?
43 When many plan 

to take off: Abbr.
44 Lewis with 12 

Emmys
45 Very foreign gp.?
46 1862 battle site
49 Advance
51 ID theft target
52 Something 

small, sad, and 
a-pealing?

58 “Got me!”
60 Cookie with 

stripes
61 Understood the 

routine?
65 Aquatic diver
66 “Primal Fear” 

actor
67 Worked around 

home?
68 Dried-up
69 Superior
70 Some old rulers
71 Tourney 

advantages

DOWN
1 Pfizer rival
2 Option for one 

who’s lost

3 Kenyan native
4 Seasonal 

transport
5 Hudson Riv. 

crossing
6 You can dig it
7 Cookie quantity
8 10th-century 

emperor
9 Patriots’ org.

10 __ bar
11 Type of film in 

which seven 
actors have 
played the lead

12 Tijuana time span
13 Double-crosser
19 __ learning
21 The Gold Coast, 

now
24 It’s quite a slog
25 Short rides
27 Standing
28 Flattens
31 Afternoon 

refresher
32 Activity with 

castles
33 Court recitations
34 Banquet offerings
36 Medical research 

org.
37 Stable area

40 Night sch. 
subject

41 Nursery sight
42 Pen output
47 Ken who directed 

many “This Is 
Us” episodes

48 Holed up
50 Forensic facility
53 Agreement list
54 Southeastern city 

on its own bay

55 Georgia campus
56 Sarge’s superior
57 Secures, as a 

contract
59 Is behind,  

maybe
61 Org. seen in 

some 11-Downs
62 Modern prefix
63 Atmo- kin
64 Gp. based in 

SLC, Utah

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Blaire Bas and Bruce Haight 4/15/22
Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

4/15/22

PHOTO BY ANDREW KOTAIT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Men’s Golf: The Huskies play at the Blue Course
by Xander Serrano
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
alexander.serrano@uconn.edu

In the final event of the regular 
season, the UConn men’s golf team 
is playing in the Rutherford Inter-
collegiate at the Penn State Blue 
Course in State College, Pennsyl-
vania. The Huskies will be compet-
ing against Dayton, George Mason, 
Georgetown, Loyola Maryland, 
Maryland, Michigan State, Oak-
land, Penn State, Richmond, St. 
Mary’s (CA), Seton Hall, and West 
Virginia. UConn will send sopho-
more Tommy Dallahan and senior 
Nick Hampoian to compete as indi-
viduals. Trevor Lopez, Caleb Man-
ual, Jared Nelson, and Jimmy Para-
dise will compete as a team.  

The Huskies are coming off com-
peting in the Craft Farms Intercol-
legiate which finished on Tuesday. 
Nelson and Tommy Dallahan led 
the men’s golf team, each firing a 
6-over 222, to finish in a tie for 36th 
place in the 75 player field.    

The Seton Hall Pirates are coming 
into this tournament ranked No. 1 
in the Big East and look to continue 
their success on the green. Fresh-
man Angus O’Brien is a player to 
watch out for in this tournament, 
as O’Brien fired a 1-under-par 70 in 
Sunday’s final round at Princeton 
to lead Seton Hall’s men’s golf team 
to a second place finish. O’Brien 
had a bogey on his second hole, 
but finished every other hole with 
a par or better for the remainder of 
the round. This is his fourth top 10 
finish of the year and his second in 
the Pirates’ last three tournaments. 

Seton Hall will send Wenliang Xie, 
Gregory Tait, Andres Acevedo, 
Wanki Sun, and O’Brien as a team 
to compete in the Rutherford Inter-
collegiate.  

Georgetown is another visitor 
from the Big East that will also be 
competing in the Rutherford. The 
Hoyas are coming off finishing 
tied for eighth at the Princeton In-
vitational with a 54 hole score of a 
22-over 874. Senior Brad Whitaker 
looks to continue his success as he 
was Georgetown’s top scorer while 
in Princeton, tying for 27th with 
scores of 71, 72 and 74. Georgetown 
is ranked fifth in the Big East and 
will send William O’Neil, Brad 
Whitaker, Charlie Creamean, Jacob 
Finard and David Rogers to com-
pete as a team.  

Penn State is hosting the tour-
nament, as junior Patrick Sheehan 
had another top ten finish in the 
Gene Hackler Championship on 
March 13th and 14th. Sheehan se-
cured his fifth top 10 finish of the 
2021-22 season and sixth finish in 
the top 15 with his 7-under 209, ty-
ing for seventh place. The junior 
wrapped up both the second and 
third rounds Monday at 2-under 70, 
after shooting a 3-under 69, in Sun-
day’s opening 18. The Nittany Li-
ons look to capitalize on their only 
home event of the season.  

The Rutherford Intercollegiate 
will take place April 16-17. Sat-
urday will feature the first two 
rounds of the tournament, with 
the first round set to tee off at 
7:30 a.m. The final round will be 
played Sunday, beginning at 8 
a.m.

UConn freshman Trevor Lopez takes a practice swing before the season for the Huskies. Lopez and his 
teammates will participate in the Rutherford Intercollegiate at the Penn State Blue Course in State College, 
Penn. starting Saturday, April 16, 2022 PHOTO BY UCONN MEN’S GOLF/INSTAGRAM

Lawsuit over Idaho transgender athlete ban likely to proceed
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A federal 

lawsuit challenging Idaho’s ban 
on transgender athletes in wom-
en’s sports will likely move for-
ward after both sides agreed that 
the woman who sued is again en-
rolled at Boise State University 
and competing in school athlet-
ics.

Idaho in 2020 became the first 
state in the nation to ban transgen-
der women and girls from playing 
on women’s sports teams spon-
sored by public schools, colleges 
and universities. Several GOP-led 
states have followed suit, and the 
lawsuit from Lindsay Hecox could 
set precedent for whether such 
policies violate federal anti-dis-
crimination rules.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union and the women’s rights 
group Legal Voice sued Idaho on 
behalf of Hecox, who hoped to run 
for Boise State University. A Boi-
se-area high school athlete who is 
not transgender is also a plaintiff 

in the case because she fears the 
law could force her to undergo in-
vasive tests to prove her biological 
sex if someone questions her gen-
der.

Hecox and the other plaintiff, 
who isn’t named in the lawsuit, 
contend the law violates the 14th 
Amendment’s Equal Protection 
Clause because it is discriminato-
ry and the Fourth Amendment’s 
protections against invasion of 
privacy because of tests required 
should an athlete’s gender be chal-
lenged.

A federal judge temporarily 
stopped the law from taking effect 
while the lawsuit is decided.

But last year, the case stalled after 
Hecox withdrew from Boise State 
University after failing to qualify 
for the cross-country team. Attor-
neys for the state said the case was 
moot, but Hecox’s attorneys said 
she planned to re-enroll and try out 
again for track. The 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals bounced the case 

back to a federal judge in Idaho to 
decide if the case was still relevant.

On Wednesday, attorneys on 
both sides filed a stipulation with 
Idaho’s federal court agreeing that 
Hecox is currently enrolled at BSU, 
that she’s joined the BSU Women’s 
Club Soccer team, and that she in-
tends to try out for the university’s 
cross-country team when the sea-
son opens this fall. Because Idaho’s 
ban also applies to university club 
sports, it’s clear the case isn’t moot, 
said Julie Veroff, one of Hecox’s at-
torneys.

A federal appellate court ruling 
in the case could come relative-
ly soon, as the case has already 
been fully argued before a panel 
of circuit judges, and was only 
bounced back to Idaho so a judge 
could decide the mootness ques-
tion.

“Once the (Idaho District) 
court makes that decision, pre-
sumably the case goes right back 
to the 9th,” Veroff said.

The Idaho Attorney General’s 
office declined to comment.

Proponents of the bans contend 
that allowing transgender girls and 
women to play on women’s teams 
would negate progress women 
have made since federal legisla-
tion was passed in 1972 opening up 
sports to women athletes. But op-
ponents have cited the same Title 
IX civil rights law because it pro-
hibits sex-based discrimination.

The question of whether athletes 
who are transgender women hold 
an unfair advantage over cisgender 
competitors is largely new territo-
ry in the U.S. courts, but similar 
cases are playing out in West Vir-
ginia and Florida. The outcome 
of Hecox’ case could set the legal 
baseline for other states in the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, in-
cluding Montana, which enacted 
its own ban on transgender ath-
letes last year.

In the West Virginia case, a fed-
eral judge last summer temporar-

ily blocked a transgender athlete 
ban after the ACLU sued on behalf of 
an 11-year-old transgender girl who 
had hoped to try out for her school’s 
cross-country team. A trial in that 
case is scheduled for July.

The Florida case was brought by a 
middle-school-aged girl who is trans-
gender and who said the ban violates 
Title IX. Earlier this year a federal 
judge put that case on hold until a 
federal appeals court issues a ruling 
in another Florida case brought by a 
transgender student who was barred 
from using the boys’ bathrooms at his 
Florida high school.

The NCAA, which governs inter-
collegiate sports, changed its policy on 
transgender athletes earlier this year. 
For more than a decade the NCAA 
has said transgender women athletes 
could participate in women’s sports 
after undergoing a year of hormone 
therapy. The new rule, made in Janu-
ary, says the national governing body 
of each sport will set its own policy for 
transgender student athletes.

The Idaho State Capitol in Boise, Idaho, is surrounded by greenery on June 13, 2019. A federal lawsuit challenging Idaho’s ban on transgender athletes in women’s sports will likely 
move forward after both sides agreed that the woman who sued is again enrolled at Boise State University and competing in school athletics. PHOTO BY KEITH RIDDLER/AP PHOTO
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Photo of the Day | A plushie husky highfive

Members of the UConn women’s softball team high five a plushie Husky before the start of a game against DePaul. The Huskies defeated DePaul 7-3 in Burrill Family Field in Storrs, 
Conn. on Saturday, March 26, 2022. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Evan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

When former Eastern Carolina 
University guard Tristen Newton 
headed into the transfer portal, 
he immediately became one of 
the hottest transfers on the mar-
ket for plenty of programs across 
the country. Popular programs 
like Gonzaga and USC all compet-
ed for the chance at grabbing the 
high-scoring athlete in what was 
undoubtedly a tough battle. 

Yet, in the end, Newton chose 
one school out of many to be his 
home for next year. That school 

was the University of Connecticut. 
And for good reason. UCo-

nn just lost three guards to the 
transfer portal with the most re-
cent loss being former redshirt 
guard Corey Floyd Jr., who was 
expected to see plenty of playing 
time next season. Along with the 
losses of talented guards R.J. Cole 
and Tyrese Martin, the team des-
perately needed additional guard 
play and Newton is the first step 
toward reestablishing strong 
guard play for the Huskies next 
season. He enters with the ideal 
opportunity to play huge minutes 
for an NCAA tournament level 
team in the competitive Big East 
conference. 

“I feel as if there’s no reason 
[UConn] shouldn’t be one of the 
best teams in the country,” New-

ton told ESPN after his commit-
ment on Wednesday. 

Teammate Andre Jackson 
echoed Newton’s statement on 
Thursday, saying, “I really think 
we’re going to have one of the best 
backcourts in the country, if not 
the best.” 

A quick look into the skill set 
of Newton demonstrates the 
potential of someone who can 
thrive in a basketball environ-
ment like Storrs. Whether it’s 
his ability to score at three lev-
els, or his incredible ability to 
share the ball with teammates, it 
is a puzzle piece fit. 

Even before Newton entered 
college and showcased his talent 
in the AAC, he demonstrated a 
knack for scoring the basketball 
in high school. A 37.4 points per 
game average in his senior year 
gives a quick glimpse into the type 
of impact that Newton can provide 
for an NCAA Division 1 program.  

Fast forward to 2022, he’s com-
ing off a year in which he averaged 
17.7 points in an AAC conference 
that housed two NCAA tour-
nament teams in Memphis and 
Houston. Newton was recognized 
last season for his impressive play 
with an All-AAC second team se-
lection. Not only was his play then 
downright impressive, but even 
more so when examining the oth-
er parts of his game that make him 
stand out on paper. 

For instance, take his 34.4 as-
sist rate in 2022, which KenPom 
ranked No. 24 in the entire coun-
try. Newton now receives addi-
tional weapons in Connecticut 
with strong shooter Jordan Haw-
kins, All-Big East talent Adama 
Sanogo, and the athletic talent of 
Jackson. The variety of weapons 
that Newton now has to distribute 
the ball will have the potential to 
open up plenty of additional scor-
ing opportunities for UConn. 

“I just love the way he fits in 
with Jordan [Hawkins] and An-
dre [Jackson],” said Hurley on 
Thursday. “It was important that 
the point guard that we brought 
in could facilitate because Jordan 
has got an explosive year ahead of 
him.” 

His defense has the potential 
for the most growth under coach 
Dan Hurley. While Newton is al-
ready a solid defender with an 
average of 1.4 steals per game, he 
has great size and mobility for a 
6-foot-5 guard. The Huskies have 
already seen guards like Cole de-

velop their defense tremendously 
in Connecticut. Under a talented 
development coach like Hurley, 
the sky’s the limit for Newton. 

“The ability to switch on the 
perimeter, the athletic ability, 
and the length is exciting. It al-
lows you to do more things, even 
play more zone [defense],” said 
Hurley. 

In 2022, UConn saw many of 
its guards have better shooting 
numbers from the 3-point line 
and Newton definitely has the 
potential to raise his own shoot-
ing from beyond the arch. With 
a crowded frontcourt headed 
by Sanogo, that’s sure to cause 
opposing defenses plenty of 
problems along with additional 
opportunities from beyond the 
arch. There’s definitely a possi-

bility of Newton becoming even 
better in that area of his game. 

Throughout his basketball ca-
reer, Newton has proven that he 

has the work ethic to further his 
game to new heights. Even in high 
school, when the transfer was 
not receiving major offers, New-
ton put in the work to get to his 
current position, a position that 

now offers him a true chance at 
contributing to a strong college 
program with the Huskies. In his 
college career, the transfer guard 
has shown that he’s willing to put 
in the work for results, as shown 
by a jump in his statistics from 
his sophomore to junior season. 
Under a tough program like UCo-
nn, coach Hurley has been known 
to push his players to their lim-
its and further their total game. 
That’s only good news for a player 
of Newton’s caliber. 

Yankees outfielder Reggie Jack-
son once said, “I’m the straw that 
stirs the drink.” Could Newton fit 
that criteria for UConn next sea-
son? With a huge role in store in 
what is sure to be another excit-
ing season of UConn men’s bas-
ketball, that may just be the case.

Out of many interested schools, Eastern Carolina University’s Tristen Newton has elected to transfer to the 
University of Connecticut. Time will tell if Newton is a good fit for this new program. PHOTO VIA TRISTEN NEWTON/INSTAGRAM

Yet, in the end, 
Newton chose 
one school out of 
many to be his 
home for next year. 
That school was 
the University of 
Connecticut.

Throughout his 
basketball career, 

Newton has proven 
he has the work ethic 

to further his game 
to new heights.

“I really think we’re 
going to have one of 
the best backcourts 
in the country, if not 
the best.”
ANDRE JACKSON

Men’s Basketball:
A look into UConn transfer Tristen Newton 
and why he’s a perfect fit



Sports
Friday, April 15, 2022 • DailyCampus.com 11

Women’s Lacrosse:
No. 16 Huskies return home against Villanova 
by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

For the first time in program 
history, the UConn women’s la-
crosse team is ranked as high as 
No. 16 in the nation according to 
Massey, a massive stepping stone 
in a successful year. The Hus-
kies are currently 10-2 overall 
and have two of the best scorers 
in the sport. Sydney Watson and 
Kate Shaffer are each in top 50 
in goals per game, headlining the 
offense. Their last contest came 
in a heartbreaker at No. 9 Denver 
in a matchup where they led for 
most of the game. They lost the 
lead late in the fourth quarter but 
still managed to force overtime, 
although the result still ended up 
being a Pioneer win. This loss did 
earn the Huskies respect though, 
vaulting them up from No. 20.

Their opponent for this game 
should be considerably easi-
er, with the unranked Villanova 
Wildcats coming to Storrs. The 
Wildcats are 4-9 on the campaign 
and are 0-4 against ranked foes. 
Their closest such game came 
against current No. 19 Michigan 
Wolverines in a double overtime 
thriller. Villanova’s best win was 
in their Alumni Game over UC 
Davis, where they weathered the 
storm and grabbed the victory, 
largely thanks to Sydney Pappas’ 
five goal effort.

Pappas, a New York native, 
stands as the Wildcats’ most pro-
lific option as of late. Including the 
UC Davis game, Pappas has paced 
the team in scoring with 18 goals 
in the last five games, carrying her 
season total of 27. As a freshman, 
Pappas’ performances represent a 
bright future for Villanova’s pro-
gram, although this season hasn’t 
quite turned out as the Wildcats 
pictured. Giving Pappas the starts 

and minutes will be critical as she 
continues to develop through ‘No-
va’s program. 

Caroline Curnal has been con-
siderably more consistent this 
year, which makes sense as a se-
nior leader for the squad. After 
not scoring in the first game of 
the year at William and Mary, the 

Connecticut native has scored in 
each of the last 11 games, notching 
multiple in nine of those contests. 
Her best performance came in a 
blowout over Lafayette, where 
she scored five goals along with 
an assist. If the Wildcats want to 
pull off the upset, they will need 
Curnal and Pappas to be clicking. 

For the Huskies, the key player 
will be Kate Shaffer. The biggest 
question is whether she can keep 
up the best stretch of her career. 
In the past six games (five wins), 
Shaffer has recorded a hat trick 
in each contest, reaching the five 
goal mark four times and six goals 
once. In the Denver game, Shaffer 

had three goals and three assists, 
demonstrating her multi-dimen-
sionality. The Huskies should be 
able to win the game pretty easi-
ly, but keeping Shaffer in rhythm 
as the regular season comes to an 
end will be a critical mission.

The game will stream on Flo-
Sports this Saturday at 1 p.m.

The UConn women’s lacrosse team narrowly defeats Marquette, capturing a 18-15 win on April 2, 2022 in Morrone Stadium in Storrs, Conn. This 
victory added to the Huskies win streak, extending it to nine in a row. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Women’s Tennis:
UConn falls in last home match to UMass 

tively. Karamyshev and Petri Bere 
pushed Renata Farima and Anna 
Napadiy to the brink before falling 
6-7 and 5-7 in the tiebreaker. Cook 
and Takunyaci suffered a similar 
fate, as the UMass team of Dylan 
Cannon and Mariya Krasakova 
won 5-7, securing the doubles point 
for the Minutewomen. 

In the singles matches that were 
able to be finished, Karamyshev 
lost to Napadiy in straight sets 
in No. 2, 1-6, 2-6. In singles No. 4, 
Cook struggled to find momen-
tum against Krasakova, defeated 

in straight sets by the same score, 
1-6, 2-6. Denise Lai looked to snap 
her cold streak in singles No. 6, but 
Cannon took care of business, 1-6, 
3-6. 

The other singles matches went 
unfinished, as UMass clinched the 
victory before the other results could 
have an impact on the final score. 
Bou was up 7-5, 2-1 against Farima in 
singles No. 1, and after dropping the 
first set 4-6 in singles No. 3, Hoppe 
was ahead 3-1 in the second set, 
looking to make a comeback against 
Hack. Petri Bere dropped singles 

Island on Friday to finish out the 
season. 

In the doubles matches, the 
team of Julieanne Bou and Leo-
nie Hoppe secured their 13th win 
together on the season, beating 
Danielle Hack and Thamonpan 
Jonglertraukl 6-3 to give the Hus-
kies a victory in doubles No. 1. In 
the next two doubles matches, 
UConn looked for assistance from 
the duos of Aleksandra Karamy-
shev and Isabel Petri Bere, as well 
as Caroline Cook and Doga Selen 
Takunyaci, in Nos. 2 and 3, respec-

No. 5 to Jonglertraukl, losing the first 
set 4-6 and ending the match behind 
in the second set 2-4.  Despite all of 
this, UMass came into Storrs and 
left with a match win, 4-0, improv-
ing their strong record to 13-4. 

UConn fell to 8-11 on the season, 
finishing at 5-5 in home matches 
overall. The Huskies will travel to 
Kingston, Rhode Island this Fri-
day, April 15, to take on the URI 
Rams, wrapping up the regular 
season before the Big East Tourna-
ment takes place from April 21 to 
April 24.

With aspirations to conclude 
the regular season with pos-
itive momentum, the UConn 
women’s tennis team faced the 
University of Massachusetts 
in an out-of-conference match 
Wednesday afternoon in Storrs. 
This was the last home match of 
the season for the Huskies and 
their penultimate regular season 
match before traveling to Rhode 

by Jacob Sondik
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jacob.spondik@uconn.edu

The UConn’s women’s tennis team faces the Army West Point women’s team on March 26, 2022, in Storrs. Conn. The Huskies lost 0-7 for fourth loss of the sea-
son. PHOTO BY ANDREW KOTAIT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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@speio
Finally smelling the bloom. Convinced it’s 
here #uconn
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Neill Ostrout 
@NeillOstrout
UConn FB coach Jim Mora on trying 
to bring fans back: “The main thing 
that’s going to bring them back is 
when we start winning games.”

Evan Rodriguez
@EvanRodriguezCT
Hurley on Akok’s exit from the pro-
gram: “That was emotional for me.”

 
 

 
UCONN SCOREBOARD

vs.

Baseball, Thursday
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Women’s Tennis, Friday, 2:30 p.m.
Kingston, RI

vs.

Softball; Friday, 7:30 p.m.
Burrill Family Field

vs.

UPCOMING GAMES

Softball: Huskies look for 50th Softball: Huskies look for 50th 
all-time win against Providence all-time win against Providence 

in weekend seriesin weekend series
by Sam Zelin
STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

With a streak of eight straight 
wins, UConn is poised to attempt 
a sweep of their homestand as 
they play the last three games of it 
against Providence this Friday, Sat-
urday and Monday.

Historically, the Huskies have 
had much success against the Fri-
ars, with 48 wins in 70 tries since 
1989. This season, the two programs 
are currently No. 1 and No. 2 in the 
Big East, with UConn leading the 
pack with a 13-2 conference record 
and Providence right behind with 
an 8-4 record. While a series win 

for the Huskies will serve to fur-
ther the gap between UConn and 
the rest of the field, a Friar victory 
would not only bring them closer to 
the top of the conference, but  also 
separate them from Villanova and 
Butler, two teams that are within a 
game of them.

The two teams have opposite 
strengths, so it will be a battle for 
which style of play wins out this 

weekend. For the Friars, their 
strong suit is its pitching staff, mak-
ing for an offense batting .254 on the 
year, matching most teams they’re 
up against. UConn on the oth-
er hand, is a very heavy offensive 
team, as it just got to a team batting 
average of exactly .300 on the sea-
son. Against a Friar pitching staff 
with an ERA of 3.21, the Huskies 
will have to fight to break through. 

Pitching-wise, both rosters have 
one starter with an ERA in the mid-
twos, as UConn’s Elise Sokolsky is 
down to 2.57 on the season while 
Providence’s Tori Grifone has a 
2.49. 

For the UConn offense, Briana 
Marcelino had a fantastic last two 

games, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
against URI and Fairfield. Over 
those two, she had five hits, hit a 
home run and stole two bases, in 
addition to her single-season record 
breaking 26th swipe in the Fairfield 
game. With much of the season left 
to go, there’s no telling how high 
she will set the new record marker. 

Providence is on a three-game 
skid, but if they are to turn their 
momentum around, one player to 
watch for is Jacque Harrington, 
who has had three hits in the past 
three games. Harrington is tied 
for the team lead in batting aver-
age at .333 and in home runs with 
seven, and also leads alone in hits, 
walks and RBI.

After this weekend, UConn has 
only two more Big East three-
game series in the regular sea-
son, first with Seton Hall and 
then with Villanova. First pitch 
against Providence is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. on Friday. The sec-
ond game will be on Saturday at 
2 p.m., with the series finale on 
Monday at 2 p.m. All three games 
will be played at Burrill Family 
Field in Storrs, Connecticut, af-
ter which the Huskies will go on 
the road for the next five match-
ups: one against Merrimack, 
three against Seton Hall and one 
against BC.

All three games will be broad-
cast on FloSports.

The Huskies beat DePaul 7-3 at Burrill Family Field on Saturday, March 26, 2022 to snatch a game two win in the conference series. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

It will be a battle 
for which style of 
play wins out this 

weekend.
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