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Cumulative 
Residential Cases*694

as of 6:21 p.m. on Apr 27

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)49

*positive test results
468 Cumulative 

Commuter Cases*

Russian offensive begins in eastern Ukraine
by Samuel Katz
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

Supporters hold banners reading “Save Mariupol” during a charity soccer match between Bundesliga 
team Borussia Dortmund and Dynamo Kyiv of Ukraine in the Signal Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany 
on Tuesday, April 26, 2022. The match is meant to show solidarity with Ukraine against Russia’s war in 
favor of peace in Europe. The net proceeds of the match will be donated to charity.
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Note: For a compiled source 
of reports and updates from the 
frontlines, including an interactive 
map of the conflict, go to the volun-
teer-run Ukrainian website liveua-
map.com. 

It has been over two months 
since Russian president Vladimir 
Putin ordered Russian troops into 
Ukraine, prompting the largest 
war in Europe since World War 
II. While several important events 
happened over the past week in 
Ukraine, none are as critical as the 
new Russian offensive in the east 
of the country. Based upon reports 
from Ukrainian government offi-
cials and posts by citizens on social 
media, the campaign is approach-
ing from the north and south, hop-
ing to surround vast numbers of 
Ukrainian soldiers and capture 
Kharkiv, the second largest city in 
Ukraine. However, the new offen-
sive is considered by intelligence 
departments and media organiza-
tions to be on a rapidly approaching 
deadline. 

“In its daily intelligence update 
on the Russian invasion, U.K. de-
fense officials said that Moscow 
wants big military gains before its 
annual commemoration of the end 
of World War II on May 9,” News-
week said on April 20.  

April 21 
On April 21, Vladimir Putin an-

nounced that Russian forces had 
won in Mariupol, a city in south-
eastern Ukraine that had been un-
der siege since the first days of the 
war, according to the Associated 
Press. However, Ukrainian defend-
ers still remain in control of some 
sections of the city, and the declara-
tion of victory is dubious. 

“But a few thousand Ukrainian 
troops, by Moscow’s estimate, have 
stubbornly held out for weeks at 
the Azovstal steel plant, despite a 
pummeling from Russian forces 
and repeated demands for their 
surrender. About 1,000 civilians 
were also trapped there, according 
to Ukrainian officials,” AP News 
said. 

Mariupol’s defenders are believed 
to be tying down several Russian 
battalion tactical groups, or BTGs, 

which would be used on the ongo-
ing offensive in the east of Ukraine. 
Several videos have emerged from 
soldiers inside Azovstal request-
ing additional ammunition, weap-
ons and provisions for civilians in 
the vast underground floors of the 
plant. 

“‘We really want to go home. We 
are running out of food,’” a mother 
said in a video released by the Azov 
Battalion, published on NBC.  

NBC has stated they cannot veri-
fy the footage independently, which 
shows women and children receiv-
ing rations from the Azov Battalion 
deep inside the steel factory. 

“The Azov Battalion is part of 
the Ukrainian National Guard, 
but it also has had historical links 
to neo-Nazis and other far-right 
Ukrainian organizations,” NBC 
said.

April 22
Fires broke out at several Russian 

factories and military research cen-
ters from April 21 to 22, according 
to the Guardian. Locations include 
the Dmitrievsky Chemical Plant in 
Kineshma and an aircraft research 
facility in Tver. The causes of the 
fires are unknown, and neither the 
Russian nor Ukrainian government 
have issued any statements assign-
ing blame or claiming responsibili-
ty for the accidents. 

“The death toll was initially put 
at five but Tass News and local au-
thorities said it had increased to 
seven,” the Guardian said regard-
ing the fire at the Tver facility.  

April 23 
A Russian general stated the pos-

sible goals of Russia if their opera-
tions in eastern Ukraine succeed, 
according to Reuters. 

“Rustam Minnekayev, deputy 
commander of Russia’s central mil-
itary district, was quoted by Rus-
sian state news agencies as saying 
full control over southern Ukraine 
would give it access to Transnistria, 
a breakaway Russian-occupied 
part of Moldova in the west,” said 
Reuters.  

Ukrainian president Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has warned that the 
statement shows Russia’s desire in 
the war is to annex territory, and 
not a denazification campaign as 
Russian media has claimed. Mol-
dova, like Ukraine, is not a NATO 
member, but the nation has a pop-
ulation and economy far smaller 
than Ukraine. 

April 24 
Anthony Blinken and Lloyd Aus-

tin, the U.S. secretaries of State and 
Defense respectively, visited pres-
ident Zelenskyy in Kyiv, according 
to Bloomberg News. 

“The U.S. authorized a $165 mil-
lion ammunition sale and the re-
turn of diplomats in the coming 
days. It comes as Russia shifts its 
forces to the east after failing to 
make ground around Kyiv in the 
north,” Bloomberg said. 

Zelenskyy had repeatedly asked 
U.S. president Joe Biden to visit 
Kyiv, following several other na-
tional leaders such as British prime 
minister Boris Johnson and the 
prime ministers of Poland, Czechia 
and Slovenia. Vice President Ka-
mala Harris visited Poland in early 
March but did not enter Ukraine. 

American aid to Ukraine has rap-
idly increased, including over $2.4 
billion worth of military equipment 
and $1 billion in humanitarian aid 
and supplies, according to the De-
partment of Defense. 

A video from Twitter shows 
Russian troops in Novotoshkivske, 
a village of 2,000 that is about 20 
miles from Lysychansk, a city in 
eastern Ukraine that is a target of 
the Russian offensive.  

April 25 
Talks between Blinken, Austin 

and Zelenskyy continued, focusing 
on the Ukraine Democracy Defense 
Lend-Lease Act of 2022 currently in 
Congress, according to Politico. 

“The act will revive the policy of 
military equipment donations that 
was used in the Second World War. 
It passed the Senate unanimously 
on April 7, and is currently in the 
House of Representatives,” Politico 
said. 

In a press conference, Secretary 
of Defense Austin emphasized the 
U.S. policy to hope a Ukrainian 
victory weakens Russia’s military 
might. 

“Austin escalated Washington’s 
wartime rhetoric toward Moscow, 

warning that U.S. officials ‘want 
to see Russia weakened to the de-
gree that it can’t do the kinds of 
things that it has done in invading 
Ukraine,’” Politico said. 

April 26
United Nations General Secre-

tary Antonio Guterres visited Mos-
cow to speak with Russian foreign 
minister Sergey Lavrov, according 
to CBS News. Guterres had previ-
ously attempted to form a ceasefire 
between Russia and Ukraine but 
had been rejected by Russia. 

“But after his ‘very frank discus-
sion’ with Lavrov, Guterres told re-
porters it was ‘clear that there are 
two different positions on what is 
happening in Ukraine,’ suggesting 
the Russian diplomat had given 
him little to fuel hope of any im-
minent step back from hostilities,” 
CBS said. 

Zelenskyy criticized Guterres’ 
visit, seeing the General Secretary’s 
visit to Moscow before Kiev as illog-
ical and unfair. According to Zel-
enskyy, Guterres should have first 
visited the devastated towns and 
cities of Ukraine to understand the 
consequences of the Russian inva-
sion before meeting with Lavrov.

“We really want to go 
home. We’re running 

out of food.”
ANONYMOUS UKRAINIAN MOTHER

Connecticut Democrats reach deal on state budget, tax cuts
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 

Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont and 
his fellow Democrats in the Gener-
al Assembly announced Wednes-
day they have reached a broad 
agreement on a revised one-year 
state budget proposal that includes 
nearly $500 million in tax reduc-
tions, including the continuation of 
the 25-cent-per-gallon gas tax cut 
until Dec. 1.

The $24.2 billion plan, slated to 
take effect in the midst of the elec-
tion season on July 1, also includes 
substantial new spending for men-
tal health programs for children 
and early childhood programs, 
which have struggled to pay work-
ers competitive wages while ensur-
ing services are affordable to fami-
lies, lawmakers said.

The proposal also makes $2 bil-
lion in payments to help reduce 
state pension debt, according to 
the legislators, who have not yet re-
leased any documents.

Lamont and the Democrats have 
not yet settled how much of the 
state’s share of federal COVID-19 
funds will be spent in this budget, 
including how much of that mon-
ey will be set aside for pandemic 
pay for essential workers and to 
reduce the $493 million debt in the 
state’s unemployment trust fund. 
But they expressed confidence the 
budget will be approved before the 
legislative session ends on May 4.

“This is a really comprehen-
sive budget,” said House Majority 
Leader Jason Rojas, D-East Hart-
ford. “I don’t know why you would 
vote against a budget like this.”

Democrats said they were hope-
ful that at least some Republican 
legislators, the minority party in 
the General Assembly, will support 
the proposal.

While GOP leaders have ex-
pressed support for tax reduc-
tions, they’ve called for more 
immediate changes that will help 

families struggling with rising 
inflation. They’ve also called for 
larger tax cuts, suggesting Con-
necticut join Republican states 
and challenge limitations that 
the federal pandemic relief law 
imposed on states seeking to cut 
taxes.

“I think we need broad-based 
tax relief,” said House Minori-
ty Leader Vincent Candelora, 
R-North Branford, shortly before 
the Democrats’ announcement. 
“Just to give tax breaks to people 
only with children is short-sided. 
It’s everybody that’s suffering.”

Some of the tax changes legisla-
tors said are part in the Democrat 
agreement include the following:

PROPERTY TAXES
Lawmakers said the deal includes 

Lamont’s proposal to increase the 
local property tax credit against 
the personal income tax from $200 
to $300 and expand eligibility, af-
fecting an estimated 500,000 tax-
payers. The credit, which has been 
scaled back and changed over the 
years, is currently limited to those 
over age 65 or with dependents. 
Lamont’s plan would provide the 
tax credit to all adults within the 
current income limits — $109,500 
for single filers and $130,500 for 
joint filers.

The plan also caps local property 
taxes on motor vehicles, affecting 
75 municipalities. The bill would 
reimburse cities and towns for the 
lost revenue.

CHILD TAX CREDIT
The bill creates a new, one-year 

$250 child care tax credit, similar 
to the federal pandemic program 

that expired earlier this year. Rep. 
Sean Scanlon, D-Guilford, co-chair 
of the legislature’s Finance Reve-
nue and Bonding Committee, said 
people who earn less than $100,000 
and families that earn less than 
$200,000 would be eligible for up to 
$250 per child, up to three children.

Responding to GOP concerns 
that people might have to wait to 
benefit from these tax changes, 
Scanlon said lawmakers are hoping 
to make the child tax credit “more 
of a rebate” that families might re-
ceive as early as this summer.

GAS TAX
Noting the continued impact of 

inflation and the war in Ukraine 
on gas prices, legislators said the 
Democratic plan would continue to 
temporarily suspend Connecticut’s 
25-cent-per-gallon excise tax until 
Dec. 1. In March, state lawmakers 
had voted to suspend the tax from 
April 1 to June 30.

“I don’t know why you 
would vote against a 

budget like this.”
JASON ROJAS
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Emotional Biden says teachers helped him overcome stutter
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-

dent Joe Biden congratulated the 
2022 national teacher of the year 
on Wednesday by offering a deep-
ly personal story saluting school 
leaders who helped him overcome 
a serious childhood stutter de-
cades before he had White House 
aspirations.

“I wonder how I got here. I got 
here because of my parents and 
my teachers,” Biden said in a long, 
heart-felt deviation from his pre-
pared remarks during a ceremo-
ny in the East Room of the White 
House. “That idea is exemplified 
by the national teacher of the year.”

The president and first lady Jill 
Biden, who continues to teach En-
glish at a community college in 
suburban Washington, cheered 
Ohio history teacher Kurt Russell, 

the 2022 national teacher of the 
year, and finalists for the award 
who gathered from each state.

“Teaching is not what Jill does, 
it’s who she is, like most of you,” 
the president said, before tell-
ing the crowd about his problem 
as a child speaking — especially 
in class or otherwise publicly — 
“when I stuttered, everyone thinks 
you’re stupid. Totally incompe-
tent.”

Biden has talked openly about 
battling a childhood stutter in the 
past, including while running for 
president in 2020. But he stressed 
on Wednesday the importance of 
teachers in helping him with that 
effort.

“I have teachers, I can name the 
ones through grade school, high 
school, even college,” the presi-
dent said. “I didn’t really beat my 
stutter — and still occasionally I 
do (stutter) — until I took a speech 
debate class in college just to force 
myself to be able to stand up.”

Biden recalled being an adjunct 
law professor and said he once 
made extra money as a substitute 
teacher, drawing laughs by stern-

ly admonishing the crowd, “you 
should be nicer to them.” He called 
for increasing teacher pay — a po-
sition that draws broad bipartisan 
support even if following through 
on raises don’t often materialize in 
many parts of the country.

The president also got political, 
decrying Republican-led efforts in 
some states to restrict some books 
taught in classrooms or available 
in school libraries after some par-
ents objected to subject matter 
they saw as too sexually explicit or 
overly politically correct.

“Today, there are too many pol-
iticians trying to score political 
points banning books,” Biden 
said. “All because it doesn’t fit 
somebody’s political agenda.” He 
added of teachers, “We have got to 
stop making them the target of the 
culture wars.”

Russell summed up his pro-
fession by saying, “Each student 
needs a champion, no matter what 
the circumstance are.”

That echoed the sentiments of 
the first lady, who said of great 
teachers, “it’s not the curriculum 
or the classroom tactics, it’s that 

smile that tells students that they 
don’t have to be afraid to answer 
out loud.”

“It’s the calm in your voice that 
can still the wild horses running 
through their hearts,” she added. 
“It’s the way that you know that, 

sometimes, ‘I’m fine’ means every-
thing is wrong.”

When Jill Biden talked about 
teachers changing lives “student 
by student,” her voice began to 
crack, before she laughed and said 
“Now I’m getting emotional.”

President Joe Biden shakes hands with 2022 National Teacher of 
the Year Kurt Russell during the 2022 National and State Teachers 
of the Year event in the East Room of the White House in Washing-
ton, Wednesday, April 27, 2022. 
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“I wonder how I got 
here. I got here because 
of my parents and my 

teachers.”
PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

Harvard pledges $100M to research, atone for role in slavery

A tour group walks through the campus of Harvard University in 
Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 30, 2012. 
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BOSTON (AP) — Harvard Uni-
versity is vowing to spend $100 mil-
lion to study and atone for its exten-
sive ties with slavery, the school’s 
president announced Tuesday, 
with plans to identify and support 
the descendants of enslaved people 
who labored at the Ivy League cam-
pus.

President Lawrence Bacow an-
nounced the funding as Harvard 
released a new report detailing the 
many ways the college benefited 
from slavery and perpetuated ra-
cial inequality. But the report stops 
short of recommending direct fi-
nancial reparations, and officials 
have no immediate plans for that 
kind of support.

Harvard, the nation’s oldest and 
wealthiest college, is the latest 
among a growing number of U.S. 
schools attempting to confront 
their involvement with slavery and 
also make amends for it.

The report, commissioned by 
Bacow, found that Harvard’s fac-

ulty, staff and leaders enslaved 
more than 70 Black and Native 
American people from the school’s 
founding in 1636 to 1783. It cautions 
that the figure is “almost certainly 
an undercount.” Using historical 
records, researchers were able to 
identify dozens of enslaved people 
by name, along with their connec-
tion to the university.

Most were identified only by a 
single name, such as Cesar, Dinah 
and Venus.

“Enslaved men and women 
served Harvard presidents and 
professors and fed and cared for 
Harvard students,” researchers 
found. “Moreover, throughout this 
period and well into the 19th cen-
tury, the University and its donors 
benefited from extensive financial 
ties to slavery.”

The report says the university 
“should make a significant mone-
tary commitment, and it should in-
vest in remedies of equal or greater 
breadth than other universities.” 

Bacow said Harvard will attempt to 
redress its wrongs through “teach-
ing, research and service.” He is 
creating a committee to implement 
the report’s suggestions.

Building on earlier research at 
Harvard, the report details how the 
university depended on the slave 
trade in its early years and profited 
from it for decades.

Harvard invested directly in the 
sugar and rum trades in the Carib-
bean, along with the U.S. cotton and 
railroad industries. The college’s 
early growth is credited to support 
from wealthy donors who accumu-
lated their fortunes through the 
slave trade and industries that re-
lied on it.

Along with the 70 people who 
were enslaved, the report also lists 
their enslavers — including several 
Harvard presidents and high-rank-
ing officials — and the campus 
buildings, rooms and professor-
ships that are still named after 
them.

Even after slavery was abolished, 
the report says, prominent scholars 
continued to promote concepts that 
fueled racist ideas.

It cites work by 19th century pro-
fessor Louis Agassiz, who pushed 
discredited theories on “race sci-
ence” and eugenics. Another 
scholar led a “physical education” 
program that collected students’ 
physical measurements to support 
research advancing eugenic theo-
ries.

In his message, Bacow called the 
findings “disturbing and shock-
ing,” and he acknowledged that the 
school “perpetuated practices that 
were profoundly immoral.”

“Consequently, I believe we bear 
a moral responsibility to do what 
we can to address the persistent 
corrosive effects of those historical 
practices on individuals, on Har-
vard, and on our society,” he wrote.

The 130-page report included a 
series of recommendations that Ba-
cow endorsed. The $100 million will 
be used to carry out the work, with 
some funding to be made available 
now and more to be held in an en-
dowment. The university itself has 
an endowment of more than $50 
billion, the largest in the nation.

The report says Harvard should 
identify the descendants of en-
slaved people and engage with them 
“through dialogue, programming, 
information sharing, relationship 
building and educational support.”

“Through such efforts, these de-
scendants can recover their histo-
ries, tell their stories and pursue 
empowering knowledge,” the re-
port said.

More broadly, it urges Harvard to 
fight racial inequality by expanding 
education options for descendants 
of enslaved people, especially in the 
South and the Caribbean. It calls on 
the university to work closely with 
historically Black colleges across 
the country, with new funding to 
bring students and scholars to Har-
vard for up to a year at a time.

And acknowledging the enslave-
ment of Native Americans, it calls 
on Harvard to build closer ties 
with New England tribes. Harvard 
should recruit more students from 
tribal communities, the report says, 
and organize a national conference 
promoting research on the enslave-
ment of Indigenous people.

In accepting the recommenda-
tions, Harvard joins an increasing 
number of colleges attempting to 
move from research to action as 
they reconcile with their histories.

Georgetown University in 2019 
promised to raise $400,000 a year 
for the descendants of enslaved 
people sold by the school. The 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
created a $27.6 million reparative 
endowment. The University of Vir-

ginia established scholarships for 
the descendants of enslaved peo-
ple.

Harvard formally began ex-
ploring its ties to slavery in 2016, 
when former President Drew Gil-
pin Faust acknowledged that the 
school was “directly complicit in 
America’s system of racial bond-
age.” Faust organized a committee 
to study the topic and had a plaque 
installed on campus honoring en-
slaved people who labored there.

Student activists had been shin-
ing a light on Harvard’s darker 
histories for years. In 2015, stu-
dents demanded that Harvard Law 
School abandon its official crest, 
which was tied to an 18th century 
donor whose family enslaved doz-
ens of people. Months later, the 
school retired the symbol.

Soon after becoming president, 
Bacow established a new Presiden-
tial Initiative on Harvard and the 
Legacy of Slavery to dig deeper into 
the university’s role. That effort led 
to the new report.

“The Harvard that I have known, 
while far from perfect, has always 
tried to be better — to bring our 
lived experience ever closer to our 
high ideals,” Bacow wrote. “In re-
leasing this report and committing 
ourselves to following through on 
its recommendations, we continue 
a long tradition of embracing the 
challenges before us.”

“The Harvard that 
I have known, while 
far from perfect, has 

always tried to be better 
— to bring our lived 

experience ever closer to 
our high ideals.”

PRESIDENT LAWRENCE BACOW
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Florida school shooting judge reverses; confusion follows

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooter Nikolas Cruz speaks with assistant public defender 
Gabe Ermine and paralegal Melissa Sly during jury pre-selection in the penalty phase of his trial at the 
Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Wednesday, April 27, 2022.
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FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) — The judge overseeing the 
penalty trial of Florida school 
shooter Nikolas Cruz reversed 
herself Wednesday and said she is 
not dismissing more than 200 po-
tential jurors who survived a first 
round of screening earlier this 
month.

In the latest confusing turn 
since jury selection began three 
weeks ago, Circuit Judge Elizabeth 
Scherer overturned her Monday 
decision to start jury selection 
anew because of a possible mis-
take she made. She had said then 
that she would throw out 243 po-
tential jurors who said they could 
serve from June to September, the 
expected length of the trial.

Now, she said, she will order 11 
potential jurors she dismissed on 
April 5 without questioning to be 
brought back to court this Monday 
to be queried by the attorneys. Re-
ferring to the 243 potential jurors 
that had faced dismissal, she said, 
the first 40 would now be brought 
back for the start of the second 
round.

The decision left attorneys from 
both sides confused, including the 
lead prosecutor Mike Satz, who 
served as the Broward County 
state attorney for 44 years before 
leaving office last year. He is now 
working for his successor on a 
special assignment to lead the 
Cruz prosecution team. At one 
point Satz interrupted Scherer to 
ask her what exactly her plan was.

Scherer has been a judge for 10 
years, but is overseeing her first 
death penalty case. She was ap-
pointed shortly after Cruz, 23, 
murdered 17 people at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
on Feb. 14, 2018. She was selected 

using the random method used in 
Florida.

Cruz pleaded guilty in Octo-
ber. Scherer, the prosecutors and 
defense attorneys are picking 12 
jurors and eight alternates in a 
three-step process. Those selected 
will decide if the former Stoneman 
Douglas student is sentenced to 
death or life in prison without pa-
role.

The issue at the core of the dis-
pute arose April 5, the second day 
of jury selection, over Scherer’s 
handling of a group of 60 potential 
jurors. It was the fifth such panel 
to appear in court.

With every other group, Scherer 
only asked if the potential jurors 
had any hardships that would 
make it impossible for them to 
serve from June through Septem-
ber. Those who say they could 
serve are being told to return next 
month for further questioning.

With the fifth group, however, 
Scherer asked if any would not fol-
low the law if chosen — a question 
that wasn’t supposed to be asked 
until the second or third phase. 
Twelve hands went up.

Scherer dismissed them without 
further questioning, drawing an 
objection from both prosecutors 
and Cruz’s attorneys. They want-
ed to make sure they were not sim-
ply trying to avoid jury service. 
Florida jury candidates are always 
questioned before dismissal.

Scherer tried to have the jurors 
returned, but all except one had 
left the courthouse. She said the 
Broward County Sheriff’s Office 
would deliver summonses to the 
other 11 to come back to court this 
past Monday, but that was not 
done for unexplained reasons.

She originally said they would 

be told to return next week, but 
prosecutors convinced her over 
defense objections to start the pro-
cess anew and dismiss all 243 ju-
rors who had been selected to that 
point. The prosecution argued 
that Scherer’s error was so great 
that if Cruz gets a death sentence, 
an appellate court could overturn 
it and order a retrial. The defense 
wanted her to suspend proceed-
ings until the 11 could be brought 
in next week.

That led the defense to file a 
motion Wednesday alleging that 
Cruz’s constitutional rights to due 
process and against double jeop-
ardy had been violated. They ac-

cused Scherer and prosecutors of 
acting in “bad faith” and wanted 
her to immediately sentence Cruz 
to life, throwing out the death pen-
alty. Prosecutors angrily called 
that accusation “baseless.”

Scherer called the defense’s mo-
tion “a stretch” and dismissed it, 
but that’s when she reversed her-
self.

Scherer then told both sides to 
work together over the next few 
days to devise how they want to 
proceed starting Monday. It re-
mained unclear what will happen 
with 155 jurors who passed the 
first round this week and wheth-
er they will be brought back next 

month. If they are still in play, that 
would give the lawyers a pool of 
nearly 400 to winnow through.

The jurors eventually selected 
will decide whether aggravating 
factors — the multiple deaths, 
Cruz’s planning and his cruelty — 
outweigh mitigating factors such 
as the defendant’s lifelong mental 
and emotional problems, possible 
sexual abuse and the death of his 
parents.

For Cruz to receive the death 
penalty, the jury must vote unan-
imously for that option. If one or 
more jurors vote against it, he will 
be sentenced to life without pa-
role.

Medical doctor chosen to lead Connecticut community colleges
MANCHESTER, Conn. (AP) — 

A medical doctor and community 
college administrator in Minneso-
ta was named Wednesday to lead 
the planned merged community 
college system in Connecticut.

The state Board of Regents for 
Higher Education appointed Dr. 
John Maduko to serve as presi-
dent of Connecticut State Com-
munity College.

Maduko is currently the vice 
president of academic and student 
affairs for Minnesota State Com-

munity and Technical College, in 
the Minnesota State Colleges and 
University system.

He will take over a system being 
consolidated from 12 separate schools 
into a single institution with 12 cam-
puses and more than 32,000 students. 

The merger, which began in 
2017, recently received approval 
for accreditation from the New 
England Commission of Higher 
Education. It is expected to be 
completed by July 2023.

“We are establishing a ‘new 
normal’ of higher education,” 
Maduko said. “The impact of the 
pandemic over the last two and 
a half years has been enormous 
and will have long-lasting effects. 
But there is an even stronger his-
tory here of success in academics 

and career programs, student af-
fairs and wrap-around student 
services that we will leverage.”

Maduko, who has been in Min-
nesota since 2019, also has held 
administrative and faculty posi-
tions at North Central Texas Col-
lege District, Rasmussen Univer-
sity, National Paralegal College, 
Mountain State University and 
Hillsborough Community Col-
lege.

“We are now about a year away 
from the official opening of CT 

State as our single community 
college with all current locations 
continuing to stay open and re-
maining fully operational,” Gov. 
Ned Lamont said. “I am confi-
dent that with John Maduko in 
charge of the college … we are in 
good hands to improve student 
success and provide workforce 
opportunities for all Connecticut 
residents.”

Maduko is slated to begin his 
new job in June, with an annual 
salary of $300,000.

“We are establishing a 
‘new normal’ of higher 

education.”
DR. JOHN MADUKO

Dem lawmaker: Biden suggests he’ll ease student loans 

Congressional Hispanic Caucus Chairman Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-Ca-
lif., accompanied by from left, Rep. Darren Soto, D-Fla., Rep. Tony 
Cardenas, D-Calif., Rep. Nanette Barragan, D-Calif., Rep. Adriano 
Espaillat, D-N.Y., and Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez, D-N.M., speaks 
to members of the media following a meeting with President Joe 
Biden at the White House in Washington, Monday, April 25, 2022.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Joe Biden has signaled he 
might forgive some student loan 
debt and further extend the feder-
al moratorium on repayments, a 
lawmaker who discussed the issue 
with him said Wednesday.

The White House was nota-
bly more measured about Biden’s 
stance, but such moves would be 
a boon to many of the 43 million 
Americans carrying student loans 

worth $1.6 trillion, according to 
federal figures. It would also be a 
win for Democratic and progres-
sive leaders who have long pressed 
Biden to carry through on a 2020 
campaign promise that as president 
he would “immediately” cancel up 
to $10,000 in debt per student.

Biden’s remarks came during a 
wide-ranging Monday meeting at 
the White House with seven mem-
bers of the Congressional His-

panic Caucus, according to Rep. 
Tony Cardenas, D-Calif., who was 
among them. He said in an inter-
view Wednesday that he asked 
Biden to extend the moratorium on 
debt payments through this year, 
instead of letting it expire Aug. 31.

“He immediately smiled and 
said, “I’ve extended in the past, and 
you’re going to like what I do next,’” 
Cardenas said. “So I said, ‘Okay, 
wonderful. Next question.’”

Cardenas said he then asked 
about forgiving at least $10,000 in 
debt for each student, which he 
said the caucus believes Biden can 
do using executive powers. That 
would preclude the need for legisla-
tion from Congress, where there is 
Republican opposition.

“He said, ‘Yes, I’m exploring do-
ing something on that front,’” said 
Cardenas. “And he also smiled and 
said, ‘You’re going to like what I do 
on that as well.’”

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., sounded a simi-
lar note of optimism Wednesday. 
“I think the president is moving in 
our direction. My talks with him 
and his staff have been very fruitful 
over the last little while,” Schumer 
said.

White House press secretary Jen 
Psaki said Tuesday that during 
the meeting, “what he reiterated is 
that he will make a decision before” 
the current repayment suspension 
ends Aug. 31. She said Biden “is 
looking at other executive authority 
options he has to bring relief to peo-
ple who have student loans.”

Sweeping student loan forgive-
ness is anathema for many Repub-
licans and others concerned about 
its costs to the government at a time 
of huge federal deficits.

“Desperate polls call for desper-
ate measures: Dems consider for-
giving trillions in student loans,” 
Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, tweet-

ed mockingly Wednesday. “Other 
bribe suggestions: Forgive auto 
loans? Forgive credit card debt? 
Forgive mortgages? And put a 
wealth tax on the super-rich to pay 
for it all. What could possibly go 
wrong?”

Cardenas said Biden didn’t spec-
ify when he would take action or 
detail what he would do, beyond 
saying, “Soon.”

“I got the strong feeling, and so 
did my colleagues, that he enjoyed 
answering those questions with 
his body language, with his words, 
with the smile on his face, and en-
couraging us that we’re going to 
like what he’s going to do,” Carde-
nas said.

Cardenas said the question of 
whether debt forgiveness should be 
curbed for higher-income students, 
which could curb the costs of the 
proposal, did not come up during 
the White House meeting. He also 
said when Biden asked if forgive-
ness should apply to borrowers 
who attended private and public 
schools, he and other lawmakers 
said they wanted students from 
both types of institutions to be eli-
gible.

Some Democrats fear providing 
loan relief to students who attend-
ed expensive private universities 
would provide an easy campaign 
target for Republicans in this fall’s 
elections for control of Congress.

Even so, remarks by several 
Democrats suggest a broad effort 
to ease student debt could help the 
party with minority voters.

Cardenas said he told Biden that 
Hispanic students with college debt 
typically face higher long-term 
debt burdens than white students. 
“We’re trying to help all former 
students, but Hispanic households 
and people trying to get back on 
their feet, it’s affecting Hispanics at 
a higher level,” Cardenas said.

Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-Calif., chair of 
the caucus, said in a separate state-
ment Wednesday that Hispanic 
students “disproportionately carry 
the burden of student debt in our 
nation.” He said the caucus would 
continue working with Biden “to 
make sure our students have a seat 
at the table when it comes to their 
financial health and well-being.”

Schumer sounded the same 
theme, saying that Black, Hispanic 
and other minority voters tend to 
carry more debt deeper into their 
lives. “This isn’t just the right thing 
to do for our economy. It’s the right 
thing to do for racial equity,” he 
said.

The pandemic prompted 
then-President Donald Trump and 
Congress to begin providing stu-
dent loan relief in March 2020.

After initially letting borrowers 
choose to suspend payments for at 
least 60 days, the moratorium was 
made automatic and eventually ex-
tended several times by Trump and 
later Biden. Interest rates during 
the suspension have been 0%.

Also at Monday’s White House 
meeting, Rep. Nanette Barragan, 
D-Calif., said she told Biden he 
should let Trump-era restrictions 
letting authorities quickly expel mi-
grants crossing from the Mexican 
border expire as planned on May 
23. Other participants at that meet-
ing said Biden expressed opposi-
tion to the restrictions but did not 
specifically say what he would do.

“This isn’t just the right 
thing to do for our 

economy. It’s the right 
thing to do for racial 

equality.”
CHUCK SCHUMER
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UConn should be prepared for nuclear war

I have witnessed three major prob-
lems on campus: climate change, dis-
crimination and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The response to these was the same 
every time: ignoring the problem until 
it’s too late, followed by frantic action 
in a desperate attempt to seem like the 
administration is doing something. All 
three times, this has resulted in damage 
to public trust, which cannot be afforded 
in the event of a nuclear war. Because of 
this, I hope to convince those at UConn 
that we need a transparent plan for what 
to do if a nuclear war is imminent or oc-
curring. First, UConn should cease all 
participation in ROTC until the military 
withdraws to its Cold War boundaries, 
as a message to Russia and China that 
it is a non-combatant organization and 
not part of NATO expansion, as well as 

negotiating with those countries for po-
tential notice to evacuate in case of an at-
tack on the submarine base.

Next, anyone with high susceptibility 
to radiation should have the opportuni-
ty to register to be moved away from the 
east coast in case of further escalation 
in the war. This may initially seem fu-
tile, but I believe Vladmir Putin and Xi 
Jinping would rather rule over America 
than destroy it, as their problems with 
America are based on the government 
rather than a genocidal hatred of the 
people.

Therefore, civilian areas far from 
military bases will likely remain un-
bombed with low radiation levels. Any 
such evacuation should prioritize those 
most at risk from the radiation, allowing 
them to get far away from New London, 
Connecticut by the time of the attacks. 
Another important goal is for iodine to 
be distributed quickly to any survivors, 
therefore the chemistry department 

should be prepared to use its iodine for 
this purpose if necessary. This would 
also prevent panic buying of iodine and 
the ensuing shortage which would be 
dangerous.

Finally, as for attitude, what is needed 
is truth, preparation and a state and re-
gionwide approach. The initial blasts 
will not be the end of the war, and any 
refusal to provide information to stop 
panic buying, panicked evacuation and 
traffic jams will, if found out, only result 
in a population which doesn’t believe 
in and won’t be willing to defend our 
civilization. With preparation, all de-
partments of the university should de-
termine what to do to protect their func-
tions in the war, how they can help the 
university and larger community deal 
with it and what personnel and resourc-
es they should move to a neutral nation 
in case of escalation in the war to pre-
serve the fundamental objective of open 
learning. Examples of this include how 

to use the basements as fallout shelters, 
how to assist residents with radiation 
illness (UConn Health), how to evacuate 
Avery Point (HuskyGO), how to grow 
safe food (UConn School of Agriculture) 
and more. Also, a day should be used to 
practice any necessary procedures, so 
everyone is ready in case of an actual at-
tack.

 UConn must not die with America, 
because its survival could allow it to be-
come a center for world peace, taking in 
scholars from around the world and cre-
ating post-war prosperity. And this isn’t 
despite its social problems, it’s because 
of them that we know how to deal with 
controversy even if it isn’t always well. 
When the victors decide what to do with 
the losers, we will be there to show how 
people can work together even when it’s 
hard, like we have throughout our his-
tory. “Qui Transtulit Sustinet” was true 
when this state was founded and may 
soon become even more prevalent.

by Ben Gladstone
CONTRIBUTOR
ben.gladstone@uconn.edu

On Wednesday morning, I 
went to the University of Con-
necticut Board of Trustees 
meeting in the North Reading 
Room of Wilbur Cross to par-
ticipate in public comment. 
For those who may not know, 
“public comment” is an op-
portunity for members of the 
UConn community to partici-
pate in the regularly sched-
uled board meetings — so long 
as they express their interest 
in participating to the board 
at least 24 hours prior to the 
meeting.

Though I’m a junior credit-
wise, this past year at UConn 
has felt like my first year on 
campus. After taking a se-
mester off from school during 
the pandemic, I came back to 
UConn in the fall with a new 
major — starting from square 
one. I went to the board on 
Wednesday to share what I’ve 
observed of those I’ve become 
friends with in my first year 
back, specifically, the work 
that they do. I emphasized to 
the board that I was not com-
ing to them as a member of any 
student organizations, or as an 
activist — but as an individual 
undergraduate who’s seen the 
passion of the student leaders 
at UConn.

Being the first person to give 
public comment at a 9 a.m. 
board meeting where everyone 
looks casually important was 
a bit intimidating, but I kept 
thinking about the challenges 

my friends have faced in their 
activism work, and how they 
deserve the best. They are, 
truly, “inspiringly brilliant.”

I’ve seen that there’s an en-
tire class of student activists at 
UConn about to graduate who 
have big dreams for the world. 
As eager as they have been to 
go out and dedicate themselves 
to environmental sustainabil-
ity, these activists have always 
put UConn first. They put our 
community first in their work, 
whether it be for environmen-
tal justice, economic justice or 
justice for survivors of sexual 
violence. Student activists are 
encouraged every day in their 
studies to go out and make the 
world a better place, but have 
set their sights on graduating 
and leaving behind a better 
UConn first.

What concerns me is that it 
doesn’t look like our institu-
tion supports these students in 
their work. Frankly, it seems 
like UConn would rather that 
these student activists weren’t 
around to push the hard con-
versations that we need to 
have. Which is unfortunate, 
because all these students 
want to do is help us make the 
university a better place.

It's not these students’ goal 
to fight the university ad-
ministration; it’s to help the 
board in its mission to pre-
serve this institution; to help 
all of UConn. To the students, 
UConn’s steps toward envi-
ronmental sustainability have 
seemed largely performative. 
If articles in UConn Today 
get to boast that we are a top 

10 Sierra Club Cool School 
recognized globally for our 
commitment to environmen-
tal sustainability, then where 
has the President’s Working 
Group on Sustainability been? 
If we value the hard work of 
those who put their energy 
into making UConn more en-
vironmentally friendly, then 
why are the students made to 
sit at the “kids’ table”? One 
would think that such a “cool 
school” would have a place for 
its students who care so much 
about the environment to par-
ticipate in the administrative 
process, alongside the presi-
dent and the board.

In November, when Interim 
President Agwunobi passed 
a group of dozens of his stu-
dents marching together to-
ward his office, chanting and 
holding signs, he put his head 
down, and walked right past 
them. I was there, and I was 
disappointed when I saw that 
happen. It wasn’t until the stu-
dents stopped walking as they 
saw him, that President Ag-
wunobi came back to see what 
this mass of students was up 
to out and about on campus, 
on the single coldest Friday 
of the fall semester. He stayed 
for a bit, and then asked for a 
picture with the students. To 
which the students essentially 
said, “No, not until we see your 
commitment to sustainability 
at UConn.” Not only did I see 
this all unfold, but I’ve heard 
about the interaction from oth-
ers. This is part of our reputa-
tion. This is how people view 
the university’s strained rela-

tionship with its students who 
spend all their energy, and 
every moment they’re not in 
class, trying to make sure that 
UConn is truly a “cool school” 
— as UConn Today gets to ad-
vertise.

At UConn we “protect our 
pack” and what our students 
stand for. Then why are quali-
fied students who want to help 
so badly not enthusiastically 
welcomed in serious conver-
sations? Students are burning 
out trying to be heard for what 
they think is the way forward. 
Why is there still a lingering 
doubt in the public’s mind as 
to whether the university is 
investing in antiquated fos-
sil fuels? Why was the Presi-
dent’s Working Group such a 
temporary fixture at UConn, 
and where has it been? Why 
is UConn’s starting lineup not 
stacked with the bright young 
leaders, dreamers or Tru-
man Scholars whom they’ve 
trained to go out and save the 
world? Not only are these stu-
dents inspiringly brilliant, 
but they are kind-hearted. It 
hurts to see my peers' massive 
potential go unrecognized by 
the board. The environment 
needs UConn’s help and, in the 
words of Welles Crowther, it 
is time for “Everyone who can 
stand, [to] stand now.” UConn 
can and should work harder 
for a greener tomorrow. These 
are the people who want to 
stand with the University of 
Connecticut Board of Trust-
ees.

To Interim President Mar-
ic: We need to address these 

questions of sustainability to-
gether; students and admin-
istrators. Please don’t let an-
other semester start and fly 
by without regular meetings 
of the President’s Working 
Group on Sustainability and 
the Environment, so that all 
who care about what’s best 
for UConn may come together. 
Please don’t let any more mem-
bers of our pack graduate from 
UConn feeling burned out, and 
like we could have done more 
to stand up for environmental 
sustainability.

I hope the board noticed two 
things on Wednesday. The 
first is that, after I spoke, an-
other student got up and gave 
public comment on the exact 
same thing. They made some 
great points, and spoke very 
confidently. This was entirely 
coincidental. Hopefully the 
board realizes how important 
this issue is to a significant 
group of people. The second 
thing I hope the board noticed 
is how I mentioned the Tru-
man Scholars. Later, in the 
same meeting, the board cel-
ebrated all the recent schol-
ars and award winners who 
have come out of UConn. If 
the board is going to let the 
achievements of young schol-
ars and student leaders make 
UConn look good, then they 
should take seriously what 
those students have to say 
about sustainability and envi-
ronmental justice. Otherwise, 
they are merely greenwash-
ing the university, and using 
students’ accolades as a selling 
point for UConn.

I gave public comment about student 
activists at a board of trustees meeting 
by Conner Caridad
CONTRIBUTOR
conner.caridad@uconn.edu
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Unity Through Diversity: 

Spring Weekend from 
a senior perspective 

Though we are fast approaching the end of the 2021-22 
school year, there are still a number of events and opportuni-
ties in these fi nal few days. 

One of these events is USG’s Cultural Fair. 
This Friday, April 29 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. on the Great 

Lawn behind Wilbur Cross, will be one of the most collabo-
rative, synergetic events of the entire year. The Cultural Fair 
brings together not one, not two, not three, but seven of the 
cultural centers and programs that call UConn home. 

In anticipation of this major event, The Daily Campus was 
lucky enough to speak with Josianne Hamilton, the chief di-
versity o�  cer of Undergraduate Student Government. 

“The cultural fair was conceptualized very late,” said 
Hamilton. “I got the idea when I became CDO (only a couple 
of months ago) and Neha jumped at the idea to collaborate. 
We consider this to be a test run for hopefully an ongoing ini-
tiative. To organize the event, we spoke to each cultural center 
individually and got their input on what type of foods, trivia 
questions, and prizes would best represent them. We then 
met up with a small group of USG representatives (Marissa, 
Aanya, and Karen), and got to work.” 

There will be seven cultural centers and programs in at-
tendance: the Rainbow Center, the African American Cul-
tural Center, the Native American Cultural Programs, the 
Middle Eastern Cultural Programs, the Puerto Rican/Latin 
American Cultural Center, the Asian American Cultural 
Center and the Women’s Center. 

The Rainbow Center, under the O�  ce of Diversity and In-
clusion, works on community-building and advocating for 
our campus’ queer- and trans-spectrum community. 

The oldest cultural center on campus is the African Amer-
ican Cultural Center, which was founded back in 1968 and 
is centered on cultural preservation and understanding the 
heritage of African Americans and people of African descent. 

The Native American Cultural Programs is based around 

the preservation of Native American culture, including fo-
cusing on the importance of land acknowledgement at events 
and gatherings, to highlight the ever-lasting relationship be-
tween Native peoples and their territory. 

The Middle Eastern Cultural Programs is the youngest 
cultural program on campus, having been founded just one 
year ago. MECP focuses on building relationships between 
students, promoting education on Middle Eastern cultures 
and providing professional development opportunities for 
students. 

The Puerto Rican/Latin American Cultural Center, which 
arose from the civil rights movement of the mid-20th century, 
focuses on promoting the appreciation of the diversity of Lat-
in American culture and Latinx individuals. 

The Asian American Cultural Center, founded in Decem-
ber of 1987 after the harassment of eight students of Asian de-
scent, helps students of the Asian American community in 
service and in outreach. 

The Women’s Center’s mission is to advocate and provide 
support for women’s equity on campus and in the surround-
ing community at the University of Connecticut. 

All of these organizations run their own individual events 
and opportunities throughout the school year, but bringing 
them all together for one massive event? That is a rare oppor-
tunity. 

At this Cultural Fair, students can look forward to, “food, 
lots of food,” according to Hamilton, with prizes and music to 
create an amazing event to close out this school year. 

The mission of this year’s Cultural Fair is unity through 
diversity. This event will bring together people from a diverse 
range of backgrounds and cultures, but that does not mean 
that everyone is not united. Through food, music, games, 
dance and more, UConn’s cultural programs will feel more 
cohesive than ever. 

To attend the Cultural Fair, head to the Great Lawn at 3 
p.m. on Friday, April 29. To get involved in these cultural 
programs, visit their websites or their o�  ces in the Student 
Union. 

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

USG’s Cultural Fair

The last time the iconic, sched-
ule-packed Spring Weekend took 
place at the University of Connecticut  
was in 2019. Therefore, the only class 
of students on campus that has pre-
viously experienced Spring Week-
end  is that of the graduating seniors. 
Many reminisced on the 2019 event 
whilst attending 2022’s edition and 
enjoyed the opportunity to come full 
circle before graduation. 

“I’m so glad I got to experience 
Spring Weekend one last time,” 
Sruthi Takillapati, an eighth-semes-
ter physiology and neurobiology ma-
jor, said.  

This year, April 21 to 23, UConn 
students experienced the tradition 
in full-force, with a schedule of over 
20 a�  liated events. Traditional 
events hosted by on-campus and na-
tional organizations returned, such 
as Fresh Check Day, the Student 
Alumni Association’s OOzeball, the 
Residence Hall Association’s UCon-
napalooza, the Student Union Board 
of Governors’ Food Truck Festival, 
UConn Rock Ensemble’s Sound of 
Storrs and the Japanese Student As-
sociation’s Sakura Matsuri Cherry 
Blossom Festival. New events such as 

Curlfest hosted by UConn Curls and 
SUBOG and bubble soccer proved to 
be popular with the crowds. 

“This Spring Weekend was such 
a delight and gave me back some 
of that pre-COVID spirit I feel like 
has been missing,” Jessica Berry, an 
eighth-semester nursing major, said. 
“Seeing everybody out and about at 
all the events was so refreshing.” 

Thursday, April 21, featured the 
Spring Weekend kicko�  with Em-
power and Four Arrows on the Stu-
dent Union Lawn with free Spring 
Weekend T-shirts, free burgers from 
Lizzie’s Curbside and free assorted 
ice cream scoops from the Dairy Bar. 
SUBOG screened movies in the SU 
Theatre throughout the weekend. 

“As a college student I take my op-
portunity to get free things very seri-
ously, so I tried to get to as many of the 
events as I could, including getting 
s’mores kits and watching a movie on 
the lawn, attending the delicious food 
truck festival and taking home some 
fave foods like samosas and cup-
cakes, getting a Spring Weekend tee 
and enjoying some yummy [yakiso-
ba] from the beautiful Japanese Cher-
ry Blossom Festival,” Berry said. 

The Blue/White football game, 
originally scheduled for April 21, 
was instead played on Friday, April 

22, which also featured Curlfest on 
Fairfi eld Way and various late night 
events including a silent disco hosted 
by the university’s National Pan-Hel-
lenic Council. Student Activities 
hosted its weekly s’mores event on 
the SU patio fi repit, which students 
could grab before venturing over to 
the lawn to enjoy a movie outdoors. 
JSA’s Sakura Matsuri also took place 
throughout the night in the Student 
Union Ballroom. 

“I really enjoyed the Cherry Blos-
som Festival,” Takillapati said. “It 
was great seeing my peers come to-
gether to create such an incredible 
event with great food, performances 
and entertainment!” 

The ballroom was aptly decorated 
for the event, with the titular fl owers 
dressing the walls and serving as the 
backdrop for an instant photo pho-
tobooth. Various Asian American 
Student Associations and clubs re-
lated to Japanese culture tabled at the 
event, selling food and hosting activ-
ities. The Nintendo Club allowed at-
tendees to play Super Smash Bros. on 
the provided Nintendo Switch and 
TV, while other tables sold scallion 
pancakes, white chocolate matcha 
cookies and shrimp chips. 

by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

by Hollianne Lao
LIFE EDITOR
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu

Hollieats: Food 
Truck Festival fun 

Surprise! I know I said my good-
byes yesterday, but I guess I couldn’t 
stay away. I answered the call of food 
duty and resurrected Hollieats to 
dish out on the Student Union Board 
of Governors’ Food Truck Festival, 
which was part of the University of 
Connecticut’s Spring Weekend on 
Saturday, April 23. Planned through 
SUBOG’s special events committee 
but pulled o�  by the whole organi-
zation, the Food Truck Festival ad-
vertised over 12 trucks, which was 
much more than last year’s four and 
even more than 2019’s 10. O� erings 
ranged from drinks to desserts to 
full-on meals from various cuisines, 
all free of charge to students with 
Spring Weekend wristbands. Ven-
dors like Fryborg, Lizzie’s and Uncle 
D’s BBQ returned from previous 

years, while some like Los Mariachis 
on Wheels sold an expanded menu 
at UCONNIC and others like Bub-
ble and Brew Boba, Claypot Truck, 
Kona Ice, Relish This, Clyde’s Cup-
cake, Teriyaki Mania and Wing It On 
were new. Returning truck Whey 
Station was advertised, but did not 
seem to be present at the event. 

“From a committee standpoint, 
we talked about all the options we 
had for the food trucks in the area 
and what types of food would inter-
est the student body,” Kyle Robin, a 
fourth-semester plant science major 
and SUBOG special events chair-
man, said in an email. “This event 
had a lot of behind-the-scenes work 
including calling vendors, fi gur-
ing out what vendors to bring, and 
the amount of food from each food 
truck.” 

Teriyaki Mania’s pork buns at the SUBOG Food Truck Festival on 
April 23, 2022. The truck also offered halal chicken teriyaki, vege-
table lo mein and chicken dumplings. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

UConn Japanese Student Association performs at Sakura Matsuri Cherry Blossom Festival on April 22, 2022 
in the Student Union Ballroom. PHOTO PROVIDED BY AUTHOR

See FOOD TRUCK, p. 6

See SPRING, p. 6
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Tips and tricks to maintain 
your sanity during finals week  

5 tips for conquering 
post-grad life  

The dreaded fi nals week is only 
a few days away, meaning we’re all 
beginning to panic and stress about 
the copious amounts of studying that 
needs to be done. While fi nal exams 
are important to academic success, 
they should never come before your 
mental sanity and wellbeing. Over 
the years, I have found some tips and 
tricks that have helped me ensure my 
fi nals week goes as smoothly as possi-
ble.  

Maintain a healthy sleep 
schedule

While fi nal exams may tempt you to 
pull an all-nighter or stay up until the 
early hours of the morning, it’s best if 
you don’t. Maintaining a healthy sleep 
schedule doesn’t only help you wake 
up feeling refreshed, but it also helps 
the body maintain its internal clock. 
It’s important to fall asleep and 
wake up at similar times every 
day, so the body is able to get the 
necessary amount of rest to function 
properly. Plus, if you’ve been up for 
20 hours, how e� ective will your 
studying actually be? 

Nourish yourself  

W i t h 
so much 
going on, it’s 
easy to forget 
about one of our 
most usual habits: 
eating. Not only just 
eating, but ensuring 
that you are fi lling 
your body with 
nutritious foods 
that will work 
to keep you full 

and fueled. While cookies and mac & 
cheese are delicious, it’s also important 
to get some fruits or veggies in there 
too. Some of my favorite snacks to 
pack on-the-go are sliced bell peppers, 
cucumbers with ranch, and Wheat 
Thins! On campus, I love getting the 
“Sweet Heat Chicken Sandwich” from 
the food truck or the bu� alo chicken 
sliders from One Plate Two Plates. Ad-
ditionally, make sure you drink lots of 
water!  

 Start early 

As the queen of procrastination, I 
can confi dently say procrastinating 
is the one thing I regret every single 
time. It never feels like time is running 
out, until it’s the day before the fi nal 
exam and nothing has been memo-
rized. That’s why this go-around, I 
am forcing myself to start early and I 
suggest you do too! Starting early can 
help relieve the stress that comes along 
with exams. Knowing that you’re 
getting a head start and trying 
your hardest allows you to be 
relieved with whatever outcome re-
sults. At the end of the day, trying 
y o u r best is all t h a t 
m a t - ters.  

Take breaks 

As you’re studying, remember to 
take breaks. Motivation can dwin-
dle if you’ve been studying for hours 
straight with no breaks. What I like 
to do is set my timer on my phone for 
one hour, and then when that hour is 
up, I take a 15 minute break. Not only 
does it motivate me to keep working so 
I get a sense of beating the timer, but 
seeing the time decrease also helps me 
keep going. After the one hour is up, I 
feel immensely accomplished, and my 
break is deemed a reward rather than 
a distraction.  

Maintain perspective  

While it can feel like school is the 
most important thing in the world, try 
to place it into perspective. Doing poor-
ly on one exam or missing one class is 
not going to be the end-all be-all. There 
are more important things in life than 
maintaining academic perfection. 
Being present, staying healthy, nour-
ishing relationships and practicing 
self-care are all facets of life that should 
never take a back seat to academics.  

I hope these tips and tricks can 
help you during this upcoming 
fi nals season. I wish you all the best of 

luck! 

Navigating post-grad life has nev-
er been easy to begin with, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic thrust many 
young adults into a further state of 
confusion. As we bid adieu to the 
class of 2022, here are some helpful 
tips for the summer:  

Network 

Everyone hates hearing this, but 
networking is key! Ask friends and 
family about any connections they 
may have and join your local UConn 
alumni network. While you’re at it, 
make sure you’ve updated your re-
sume and LinkedIn. If you haven’t 
already, take advantage of the UConn 
Center for Career Development. An-
other thing to consider is securing 
letters of recommendation from pro-
fessors or colleagues. Asking some-
one to be your reference can be awk-
ward if you haven’t stayed in touch.   

Think about fi nances  

Financial situations vary from 
person to person, but it’s always im-
portant to keep on your radar. As 
you transition to adulthood, you may 
not be able to rely on your parents as 
much. Though, if you can live with 
them for a year or so, that would be a 
smart fi nancial move.  

Having fi nancial literacy can keep 
you from trouble down the road. 
Most federal student loans give you 
a six-month grace period after grad-
uation before you have to begin pay-
ments. Do your research on savings 
and investments and fi nd a budget-
ing technique that works for you.  

Enjoy your last summer  

Unless you are heading into educa-
tion, you likely won’t get summers o�  

again. Relish the time o�  while you’ve 
still got it! Vacation with friends be-
fore you part ways. If you’re leaving 
Connecticut, take some time to ex-
plore uncharted territory. Anything 
major on your bucket list? Now is 
probably the best time to do it.  

Pick up a hobby  

Working on hobbies while being a 
full-time student is next to impossi-
ble. Finding a hobby can be stress-re-
lieving and is especially important 
for people who only partook in ca-
reer-related extracurricular activi-
ties.  

Not only are hobbies fun, but they 
are also a great way to make friends! 
Moving to a new city as a post-grad 
can be tough. If you thought making 
friends in college was hard, making 
friends outside that environment 
is usually even harder. If you’ve se-
cured a job already, try extending 
relationships after-hours — without 
it interfering with your work-life bal-
ance, of course. Go to happy hours, 
join a sports team or try out a paint 
night! Find common interests out-
side of work, and you’re golden.  

Stop comparing yourself to 
others 

You are on your own path. This is 
the biggest takeaway when it comes 
to post-grad life. Social media will 
always be fi lled with people brag-
ging about their accomplishments. 
And while there’s no ill intent, seeing 
others (seemingly) thrive can cause 
you to question your course. But 
the truth is, as long as you are put-
ting in the e� ort, you will get where 
you need to be. Remember that the 
defi nition of success is entirely sub-
jective. Just trust in the process and 
don’t let stress or jealousy get to your 
head.

by Joanne Biju
STAFF WRITER
joanne.biju@uconn.edu

by Jordi Castelli
STAFF WRITER
jordana.castelli@uconn.edu

Lines wrapped around the street and surrounding area. 
Students milled around with bubble tea, fries and cheese-
burgers in hand, strategizing which line to spend their 
hard-earned time in, since most waits seemed to surpass 
half an hour. 

“Last year we had to scale back and add more structure 
with time slots due to COVID-19 and University guide-
lines,” Robin said. “So this year we were able to go back to 
the normal scale for this event. [The time slot system] was 
not considered due to the number of students.” 

Thanks to SUBOG, I was able to try selections from all 
trucks but Bubble and Brew. The pulled pork macaroni 
and cheese from Uncle D’s BBQ, which I ordered last year 
and in 2019, always hits the spot, and I’m sure the other se-
lections such as the barbecue wings and pulled pork rice 
bowl are equally as delicious. I enjoyed three freshly fried 
pork buns from Teriyaki Mania, which I usually order 
from when they are stationed at Clinton Crossing Premi-
um Outlets. You could grab the buns and chicken dump-
lings at the side window, while most students were waiting 
for freshly made halal chicken teriyaki. 

I was pleasantly surprised when I was handed a whole 
tupperware full of basmati rice and chicken tikka masala 
from Claypot Truck, which also gave away paneer tikka 
masala and samosas. At Lizzie’s, I tried something new: the 
vegan soba noodles, which had a nice freshness with cilan-
tro, green onions and a creamy peanut sauce. I was happy 
to see a local favorite from my hometown, Los Mariachis, 
and ordered a steak burrito with onions, cilantro, rice, and 
green sauce. You could order a burrito or tacos with steak, 
spicy pork, chicken and regular pork. Although cheese-
burgers aren’t my fi rst choice, I thought the one I ordered 
from Relish This was perfectly cooked. 

Fryborg o� ered a scaled-down list of sauces from last 
year, with classics like ranch, mayo and ketchup, as well 
as fun mayo variations like balsamic mayo, herb mayo and 
mango mayo. Other sauces to order with fresh fries in-
cluded honey mustard, smoky BBQ, chipotle BBQ, bu� alo 
ranch, dijonnaise and 1,000 island dressing. I thought the 
curry ketchup had a nice kick to it. 

The one savory option I didn’t totally enjoy was the 
chicken tenders with hot honey sauce from Wing It On. I 
usually love hot honey and chicken tenders, but I felt like 
the tenders could have had a crispier exterior and the sauce 
had a sickly sweet fl avor I didn’t love. 

As for sweet stu� , Clyde Cupcakes o� ered edible cook-
ie dough and ingeniously served their cupcakes in an 
upside-down cup and lid so the cupcake stayed intact. 
Although most of the fl avors were basic, there was a good 
variety including vanilla, red velvet, marble, chocolate pea-

nut butter, Oreo, confetti and mocha. I thought my confetti 
cupcake had a substantial consistency and the frosting was 
perfectly sweet. Kona Ice o� ered a dizzying variety of syr-
up fl avors, from blue raspberry to monster mango to pina 
colada, allowing students to customize to their hearts’ de-
sires. 

“Kona Ice was defi nitely my favorite food truck at the 
event!” Robin said. 

Although the promise of free food, especially such an 
abundance and variety compared to what’s o� ered in the 
Storrs area, is enticing, my feeling behind the Food Truck 
Festival remains as it did in 2019: it truly is only worth it to 
wait in one or two lines unless you have friends waiting 
in other lines, and only for trucks with larger portions, 
such as Claypot Truck, the full-size burgers and hot/kiel-
basa dogs from Relish It or Lizzie’s and the o� erings from 
Teriyaki Mania. As much as I love Lizzie’s, the portion of 
noodles I got was fairly small, and the same could be said 
for the fries from Fryborg, both of which had sizable lines. 
And as nice as it is that Los Mariachis makes the tacos and 
burritos to order, that made the service a bit ine�  cient for 
such a large crowd, and the line was extremely long for 
fairly small portions. I was even slightly disappointed in 
the serving I received from Uncle D’s, which I remember 
had given more meat and macaroni and cheese in the past. 

The time slot system last year made for a much more 
streamlined process, but I understand there was an ex-
tremely reduced capacity for students on campus last year, 
and that could not be maintained this year. I had friends 
express similar sentiments to me about the long wait and 
limited options available to those with food accommoda-
tions such as vegetarians. But, we agree that the promise 
of free food was strong and we enjoyed most of what we 
ate. In the end, the weather was beautiful, and if you were 
waiting in line with a friend, the free food may be worth it 
to you. The Food Truck Festival seems worth experiencing 
at least once in your time at UConn. 

“I haven’t been to a UConn food truck festival since 
freshman year and once again, I really enjoyed myself,” 
Jessica Daley, an eighth-semester nursing major who at-
tended the Saturday afternoon event with Berry, said. “I 
appreciated all the delicious vegetarian options and the 
portion sizes as well. It will be a great memory I have re-
lated to UConn-sponsored events.”

“I love cherry blossoms 
so much they’re one of 
my favorite parts about 
spring!” Celia Chacko, an 
eighth-semester mechani-
cal engineering major, said. 
“I didn’t know what to ex-
pect, but it was so fun to 
experience the culture, try 
new foods and see some 
awesome performances. I 
especially enjoyed getting to 
explore the booths and that 
there were independent art-
ists with goodies and really 
cute items for sale!” 

JSA also provided free 
food while it lasted, includ-
ing yakisoba, pickled plum 
or salmon onigiri and Japa-
nese fried chicken. Students 
milled around until groups 
like Wushu, JSA, the break 
dancing club and the kendo 
club performed on stage. 

Student artists sold print 
art, stickers, buttons and 
more at their booths at the 
festival, including Nini Li, a 
sixth-semester fine arts ma-
jor with an illustration/an-
imation concentration, and 
Chelsea See, an eighth-se-
mester art major. Li features 
her art on various social 
media platforms as @banh.
ni and online at banhniart.
com, while See goes by @
starmint_art and sells on 
starmintart.com. 

Saturday was chock-full 
of action-packed events 
like the highly-anticipated 
OOzeball tournament, with 
over 1,500 participants play-
ing volleyball in the muddy 
courts behind North. 

“I’m glad I was able to find 
my shoe after I lost it in the 
mud in OOzeball!” Takil-
lapati, who played with fel-
low seniors, said. 

In the center of campus, 
students could check out 
the Black Students Associ-

ation’s Black Arts Exhibit 
in the SU Ballroom, UCo-
nnapalooza down on Fair-
field Way, Fresh Check Day 
on the SU Lawn, Sounds of 
Storrs on the Fairfield Way 
stage and the Food Truck 
Festival on the closed-down 
Hillside Road. I feature the 
Food Truck Festival in a 
special edition of Hollieats, 
also published today. 

Dating back to the ‘60s, 
Spring Weekend notorious-
ly developed into a chaotic 
tradition that drastically 
changed after Jafar Kar-
zoun’s death at the event in 
2010, who was a sixth-se-
mester student at the time. 
The intense “lockdown” 
measures imposed during 
the traditional weekend in 
2011 to prevent such escala-
tion, especially at the hands 
of non-UConn students, 
have eased up since. Howev-
er, some of the measures still 
persist for the safety of the 
community, like the require-
ment of Spring Weekend 
bracelets, which may only be 
obtained with an active UCo-
nn ID. Spring Weekend’s 
raucous history did not seem 
to have negatively impact-
ed students’ experiences in 
2022 — some were not even 
aware of the previous fatali-
ty — and the event occurred 
without incident this year.

Seniors’ last 
Spring Weekend
SPRING, cont. from p. 5

Hollieats Special: Food truck fanatic
FOOD TRUCK, cont. from p. 5

“I haven’t been to a UConn food 
truck festival since freshman 
year and once again, I really 
enjoyed myself.”
JESSICA DALEY

“I didn’t know 
what to expect, 

but it was so fun 
to experience the 
culture, try new 

foods and see 
some awesome 
performances.”

CELIA CHACKO

you don’t. Maintaining a healthy sleep 
schedule doesn’t only help you wake 
up feeling refreshed, but it also helps 
the body maintain its internal clock. 
It’s important to fall asleep and 
wake up at similar times every 
day, so the body is able to get the 
necessary amount of rest to function 
properly. Plus, if you’ve been up for 
20 hours, how e� ective will your 
studying actually be? 

Nourish yourself  

W i t h 
so much 
going on, it’s 
easy to forget 
about one of our 
most usual habits: 
eating. Not only just 
eating, but ensuring 
that you are fi lling 
your body with 
nutritious foods 
that will work 
to keep you full 

am forcing myself to start early and I 
suggest you do too! Starting early can 
help relieve the stress that comes along 
with exams. Knowing that you’re 
getting a head start and trying 
your hardest allows you to be 
relieved with whatever outcome re-
sults. At the end of the day, trying 
y o u r best is all t h a t 
m a t - ters.  

ly on one exam or missing one class is 
not going to be the end-all be-all. There 
are more important things in life than 
maintaining academic perfection. 
Being present, staying healthy, nour-
ishing relationships and practicing 
self-care are all facets of life that should 
never take a back seat to academics.  

I hope these tips and tricks can 
help you during this upcoming 
fi nals season. I wish you all the best of 

luck! 

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF PCH.
VECTOR VIA FREEPIK.COM



Life
Thursday, April 28, 2022 • DailyCampus.com 07

New series ‘The Kardashians’ dives into 
daily life, humanizing the famous family 

The Barista Diaries: Tips and tricks I have 
learned as a Starbucks barista

It is only fitting that my last 
“Barista Diaries” column of the 
semester discusses the tips I have 
learned from being a barista for 
the past two years. Since I’m grad-
uating next week, yesterday was 
my final shift at Starbucks. I am 
excited to let you in on a couple of 
its best-kept secrets.  

Don’t wait in the drive-thru line 

If your local Starbucks has a 
drive-thru option, I still recom-
mend going inside to order your 
drinks. There is usually only one 
barista who makes drive-thru 
beverages, which can hold up the 
line if there are multiple drinks 
per order. Food items take even 
longer because they have to be 
warmed. Ordering inside the cafe 
takes half the time and you save 
gas in the process.  

Always order light ice  

Starbucks’ ice standards are a 
little exaggerated in my opinion. 
Since the iced coffee, cold brew 
and milks used for lattes are al-
ready chilled, you should always 
ask the barista for light ice. You 
didn’t hear this from me, but you 
can also order a refresher with a 
large cup of ice on the side to get 
more bang for your buck.

Use your stars 

If you do not already have the 
Starbucks app downloaded on 
your phone, register for a rewards 
account before your next Star-
bucks run. You gain stars when 
you scan your account 
ID at the register 
or place mo-
bile orders. 
T h e s e 
s t a r s 
even-
t u -
a l -
l y 

a d d 
u p 
a n d 
can earn 
you a free 
drink every 
once in a while, 
so take advantage of 
this! I recommend order-
ing an expensive drink when you 
redeem your reward because it 
does not charge you for non-dairy 
milks or cold foams like Dunkin’ 
does. You can also put your birth-
day into the app for a free drink on 
your special day!  

Don’t hesitate to use the 
secret menu 

TikTok has become the top 
platform for influencers and 
Starbucks lovers to share their 
newest drink creations and 

ideas. Oftentimes in 
the comment sec-

tions of videos, 
I read that 

people are 
nervous 

to ask 
t h e i r 

b a r i s -
ta for custom 

beverages that are 
not found on the menu. The 

problem with ordering custom 
drinks is that they sometimes 
have names like “cookies and 
cream cold brew,” “cookie but-
ter latte” or “Captain Crunch 
frappuccino.” It is totally fine 
to order drinks off the “secret 

by Grace Seymour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.seymour@uconn.edu

The Kardashian-Jenner family stars 
in Hulu’s “The Kardashians,” a doc-
umentary-style reality series that hu-
manizes the famous family by bring-
ing light to not just the drama, but also  
the daily life and all the “little things” 
that come with being a Kardashian. 
The series premiered on April 14 and 
episodes continue to be released every 
Thursday. 

The show has promised to cover 
highly-anticipated explanations of the 
Kim Kardashian, Pete Davidson and 
Kanye “Ye” West love triangle, Kourt-
ney Kardashian and Travis Barker’s 
tongue-fi lled lovefest as well as the 
family’s billion-dollar businesses. 

There’s no doubt about the show’s 
entertainment factor, as the family is 
more than qualifi ed in the reality TV 
realm. In fact, episode one of “The Kar-
dashians” has impressively become 
Hulu’s most-watched premiere in the 
U.S.

The question is, how will this series 
set itself apart from the 20 seasons of 
“Keeping Up with the Kardashians”?

Before diving into the new per-
spective “The Kardashians” o� ers, I 
would be remiss not to acknowledge 
the countless iconic moments from 
“KUWTK.” The pop culture world is 
forever grateful Kim freaked out about 
the ocean swallowing her diamond 
earrings because it gave us Kourtney’s 
iconic reality check: “Kim, there’s peo-
ple that are dying.” 

People can — and, not wrongly, will 
— laugh at the ridiculousness of the 
family, and gawk at the allegedly vain 
way they rack in billions. But the truth 
is, they are successful businesswom-
en, and “The Kardashians” showcases 
that. Kris Jenner may have given them 
the framework, and Kim’s video the 
rise to fame, but the incredible success 
of Kylie Cosmetics and Kim’s SKIMS 
clothing line are not solely attributed to 

such. These women put blood, sweat 
and tears into their businesses — and 
these success stories are inspirational 
for women everywhere.

The fi rst two episodes of the series 
focus on the three Kardashian sisters: 
Kourtney, Kim and Khloe. Although 
Kris, Kendall Jenner and Kylie Jenner 
haven’t gotten their own deep dives yet, 
they are sure to come. 

As anyone familiar with “KUWTK” 
knows, to claim that Scott Disick treat-
ed his ex, Kourtney, poorly would be 
the understatement of the decade. The 
on-again o� -again couple has been 
through it all, and the previous show 
often featured Kourtney’s dissatisfac-
tion with the relationship.

“The Kardashians” reveals that the 
romantic media facade around Kourt-
ney and Travis is in fact true — they 
are two peas in a pod. Although their 
coined tongue-fi lled kisses can be 
more than a little tacky, all her sisters — 
and even her mom — are thrilled that 
Kourtney has fi nally found a healthy 
relationship that brings her pure hap-
piness, no strings attached.  

“Let’s just not hate on a girl who 
fi nally knows what she deserves,” 
Kourtney said about herself. 

Episode two takes us behind the 
scenes of Kim’s experience preparing 
to host Saturday Night Live. We see 
the pre-show jitters, the anxiety of 
monologue writing and we learn that 
Kim’s main concern is fi nding time to 
study for the “baby bar,” aka the First-
Year Law Students’ Examination. 
Viewers know what’s coming, though 
— a harmless Aladdin skit and an on-
screen kiss with Pete that will soon 
turn into a full-fl edged relationship. 
Now, that will be fun to watch. 

Khloe discusses her struggle with 
anxiety, and how social media exac-
erbates her troubles. Some may fi nd 
it “one-percenter” of her to complain 
when she has essentially zero fi nancial 
barriers to access help. However, the 
objective problems people face do not 

by Amy O’Rourke
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
amy.co@uconn.edu

dictate mental stability, and mental ill-
ness can truly a� ect anyone. Hopeful-
ly, seeing mental struggles manifest in 
situations where it’s not “supposed” to, 
and hearing Khloe talk honestly about 
it, resonates with those in similar situ-
ations.  

Of course, the show is not 100% 
authentic. Any reality show must 
include exaggeration and drama-in-
ducing set-ups. But on the other 
hand, there is some truth to every 
story. Seeing the behind-the-scenes 
of the Kardashians’ lives reveals that 
in some ways, we’re not so di� er-
ent from them after all. “The Kar-
dashians” depicts the family as what 
they are: sisters, mothers, CEOs, 
people — while simultaneously giv-
ing us the juicy details behind con-
troversial headlines. This combina-
tion of relatability and entertainment 
is what makes the Kardashians so 
successful, and the documentary 
format and focus on daily life simply 
brings this new series to the next lev-
el. I don’t think we’ll ever know how 
much of what they share is the truth, 
but really, does it matter? 

Die-hard Kardashian fans and Hu-
lu-subscribers with nothing better to 
watch and everyone in between: Give 
this show a shot. You may fi nd it ob-
noxiously out of touch, but you might 
just fi nd it entertaining enough to join 
the rest of the world in keeping up with 
the Kardashians.
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bile orders. 
T h e s e 
s t a r s 
even-
t u -
a l -
l y 

a d d 
u p 
a n d 
can earn 
you a free 
drink every 
once in a while, 
so take advantage of 

ideas. Oftentimes in 
the comment sec-

tions of videos, 
I read that 

people are 
nervous 

to ask 
t h e i r 

b a r i s -
ta for custom 

beverages that are 
not found on the menu. The 

menu,” but make sure you com-
municate what ingredients are 
in the drink and how it is made 
with your barista. For example, 
the cookie butter latte is an iced 
chai tea latte made with oat milk 
and brown sugar syrup.  

Be kind to your barista 

Finally, being kind to your 
barista and all food service 
employees is the most import-
ant tip I have learned from my 
job at Starbucks. I had no idea 
how much of an impact unkind 
words from customers have on 
food service workers until I was 
hired at Starbucks. Food service 
employees face constant back-
lash from frustrated customers 
and often work through stress-
ful shifts. This can take a toll 
on their mental health and job 
performance. A simple “have a 
good day” or “thank you” can go 
a long way and will guarantee 
you kindness from your barista 
or server in return.  

I hope that whoever has read 
this column throughout the se-
mester has learned a few tips 
about making delicious coffee at 
home, developed a new order at 
Dunkin’ or Starbucks and ven-
tured out to local coffee shops to 
try something new!

The Kardashian-Jenner family poses for the poster for “The Kar-
dashians.” Writer Amy O’Rourke said the show’s combination of re-
latability and entertainment, combined with its documentary format, 
puts it a step above “Keeping Up with the Kardashians.” POSTER COURTESY 
OF IMDB

Die-hard Kardashian 
fans and Hulu-

subscribers with 
nothing better to 

watch and everyone 
in between: Give this 

show a shot.
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Crossword

Huskytalk | What was your favorite part of the semester?

Sudoku

Getting 7 parking 
tickets on campus

Adrit Gjonbalj
Computer Science
Junior

The last home game 
at Gample for wom-
en’s basketball

Toby Trill Ferguson
Economics/Engineering
Senior

Watching his team-
mates on the UConn 
boxing team improve

Austin Seo
Business
Freshman

Moving back into the 
spring semester and 
seeing friends

Paola Morgan
Psychology
Sophomore

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Patti Varol and Joyce Lewis
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ACROSS
1 Top of the world?
5 De __: actual

10 Preservers of 
preserves

14 At any time
15 It’s all in your head
16 Géorgie, par 

exemple
17 Open to discussion
19 Wrapped up
20 None whatsoever
21 Deli sandwich with 

two vegetables
22 Burn slightly
23 First player to 

make a slam dunk 
in a WNBA game

25 Maintenance
26 Legolas, for one
28 Clock sound
29 Backs with bucks
30 Appeared
32 Osaka from Osaka
34 “In __ of gifts ... ”
35 Mix around
37 Shakshuka 

ingredients
40 Concerning
42 Drive-thru devices
44 Chick tenders
46 Olympic swords
48 Courteous 

acknowledgment
50 Maguire of 

“Seabiscuit”
52 Put on
54 “Riverdale” actor 

KJ __
55 Campus job 

security
56 Make beloved
58 Worshipper in 

dreadlocks, 
informally

59 Meadow bleat
60 Rose Bowl org.
62 Neglect to mention
63 “Way, way off!”
66 Nix
67 “Easy on Me” 

singer
68 Uruguay’s Punta 

del __
69 Place with a tree 

guarded by a 
flaming sword

70 Black Panther’s hat
71 Close securely

DOWN
1 Implement stored 

in a notebook’s 
spiral

2 Tandoor, e.g.
3 Revenue for 

attorneys
4 Eat into
5 Org. in “Judas 

and the Black 
Messiah”

6 One of Morocco’s 
official languages

7 Garment 
associated with 
the Aran Islands

8 Lean slightly
9 Single

10 Warrior with a 
lightsaber

11 Made things right
12 Spans
13 Hard to climb
18 Aesthetic sense
22 Ocean froth
24 10-Across tops
25 Sci-fi spacecraft
26 Subj. for some 

new immigrants
27 “Star Wars” 

general
31 Option clicked 

during a Zoom call
33 Vaccination spot, 

typically
36 Kim __-hyung: 

full name of 
the BTS singer 
known as V

38 Start to make 
more money,  
and what the 
circled letters  
do?

39 Cutting sound
41 Work with a  

score
43 Fish with prized 

roe
45 Place for a snail 

facial
47 Part of REM

49 Big concert venue
50 Paired (up)
51 Not remote
53 Make possible
55 Treasure stash
57 High points
59 Foreshadow
61 Resort near 

Snowbird
63 Collar
64 “Is it soup __?”
65 Smoked fish in 

unagi nigiri

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By C.C. Burnikel 4/28/22
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

4/28/22

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2022 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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Why I don’t have a favorite sports team anymore

For the past two years, 
friends and family have asked 
me what teams I am a fan of or 
what my favorite team is. This 
is the response I give them.

“I grew up a Yankees/Giants/
Rangers fan, but I am trying to 
be neutral for the kind of ca-
reers I want to pursue.” 

But why do I respond in this 
manner? Does it have to do 
with the careers that I’m inter-
ested in or is there something 
underneath the surface that 
only I know about? That’s what 
I am going to answer to the best 
of my ability.

Writer’s note: I still root for 
the University of Connecticut 
Huskies and my high school 
teams. This Coleumn is meant 
to be about the major sports 
leagues.

After college, I want to be-
come a sports broadcaster like 
Joe Buck and Kevin Harlan. If 
you have been listening to them 
on the radio or watching them 
on television, you notice that 
they call the game with an un-
biased attitude. This is in part 
because the games they cover 
are nationally televised, but 

by Cole Stefan
STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

their jobs would be on the line 
if they showed bias toward one 
team.

Suppose I end up cover-
ing games for a single team 
like Greg Brown does with 
the Pittsburgh Pirates; then, 
showing support for the team 
is perfectly fine. However, local 
broadcasters have to be impar-
tial during the game when the 
opposition takes the victory or 
when an opposing player has 
a great performance. It’s more 
than just the career that’s im-
pacting the teams I support.

On Oct. 9, 2020, former 
Tampa Bay Rays infielder 
Mike Brosseau hit a go-ahead 
home run in the eighth inning 
of Game 5 of the American 
League Divisional Series, win-
ning the game 2-1 and elimi-
nating the New York Yankees. 
If you had to ask me the exact 
day and moment that I vowed 
to become an impartial sports 
fan, that would be my answer 
because I couldn’t deal with the 
pain anymore.

Growing up a Yankees fan 
means feeling the relentless 
postseason pain they’ve expe-
rienced since 2009. Since the 
Yankees won their 27th ring, 
they have not won a single pen-
nant and have only won a com-

bined three games in the Amer-
ican League Championship 
Series. Every other postseason 
appearance has resulted in an 
elimination in the ALDS or a 
loss in the Wild Card Game.

I may feel the pain of the 
Yankees’ postseason failures, 
but what about the other teams 
I liked growing up such as the 
New York Giants and New 
York Rangers? It’s more of the 
same. The Giants have been a 
different story altogether, and 
although I enjoyed watching 
them beat the New England Pa-
triots twice in the Super Bowl, 
everything since 2012 has been 
trending downward. They have 
been to the postseason once and 
even that loss, a 38-13 smacking 
by the Green Bay Packers in the 
Wild Card Round, was painful. 

The Rangers are a bit more 
complicated. They went to 
three conference finals in four 
years, but have had their play-
off shortcomings like the Yan-
kees. The only reason I don’t 
root for them anymore is be-
cause I told myself I would be 
a neutral sports fan across all 
leagues, not just baseball.

You may be wondering why I 
haven’t mentioned a NBA team 
yet, and the simple answer is 
that my parents influenced 

who I rooted for; they did not 
root for an NBA team, hence 
the reason why I don’t show a 
passion for one team or know 
all the players like I do with 
MLB and the NHL.

In addition, there’s also a 
level of stress that comes with 
passionately rooting for a team. 
I want to live a long and healthy 
life, and although there will be 
stressful moments, I don’t want 
sports to be a reason why I die 
prematurely. When a team I 
like gets eliminated, the play-
offs become less stressful be-
cause I don’t have to root for 
them anymore; it’s why I some-
times want the teams I like to 
get eliminated sooner rather 
than later. This makes the play-
offs more enjoyable and I don’t 
have to worry about the results 
every day.

For the longest time, I have 
also worried about supersti-
tions. Over the past few years, I 
would abide by my own super-
stitions in my social media use 
(such as by not checking my 
social media during games) or 
in the videos I watched just so a 
team would win. By not rooting 
for a team, I don’t have to worry 
about these superstitions, and I 
can check the score when I feel 
like it.

By no means does this make 
me a bandwagon fan. I’m not 
going to suddenly disassoci-
ate myself from a team when 
it starts losing, nor will I im-
mediately consider myself a 
fan of a winning team. (There 
are some franchises that I have 
supported even through their 
darkest hours.) Rather, I con-
sider myself a closet fan of cer-
tain teams, such as the Colora-
do Avalanche and Los Angeles 
Rams, while showing neutral-
ity to everyone else.

I don’t mind being an im-
partial sports fan. I’ll show my 
support for the teams I grew 
up a fan of here and there, but 
not being heavily invested in a 
team helps me enjoy the game 
while understanding why some 
teams are likeable and others 
are not. It’s allowed me to in-
crease the number of teams I 
root for while hoping for the 
best results.

I may be an impartial per-
son when it comes to the sports 
teams I like, but do not be sur-
prised if I attend a sporting 
event as a fan and passionately 
rooting for the home team, espe-
cially at a UConn men’s basket-
ball game. Sporting events are 
exciting to watch in person, but 
I just want both teams to win. 

As college sports evolve, what 
will be NCAA president’s job?

AP  — One of Mark Emmert's 
go-to lines when talking about 
his role as NCAA president and 
the extent of his power to lead 
the association is to explain how 
those outside college sports mis-
takenly believe his job is similar 
to that of NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell.

“That’s the worst metaphor 
you could possibly use. I’m 
more like the secretary-general 
of the United Nations. I oversee 
this process, I shape it,” Em-
mert told AP last summer in a 
lengthy interview.

Tom McMillen, the former 
Maryland basketball player and 
congressman who now leads the 
Lead1 association of Division I 
athletic directors, summed up 
the NCAA presidency this way: 
“The job is tough. Expectations 
without power.”

Emmert announced Tuesday 
he was stepping down from the 
job he has held for the past 12 
years by June 2023, depending 
on how quickly a replacement is 
found.

Before the NCAA chooses its 
next president and determines 
the skills and characteristics 
it wants from a new leader, the 
decision-makers for the nation's 
largest governing body in col-
lege athltics must first decide 
what they want the NCAA to be 
and to do.

“I think it’s a little bit prema-
ture to define the characteristics 
you’d be looking for in a leader 
without really getting through 
whatever is described as the 
restructuring, transformation, 
re-reinvention process,” for-
mer Big Ten Commissioner Jim 
Delany said Wednesday.

The NCAA is in currently 
reshaping Division I —- the 
wealthiest and most prominent 
level of college sports, de-em-
phasizing the role of the nation-
al office and handing more pow-
er to conferences and schools. A 
new, streamlined constitution 
was ratified in January, opening 
the door for each of the NCAA's 
three divisions to govern them-
selves.

The Division I transforma-
tion committee, co-chaired by 

Southeastern Conference Com-
missioner Greg Sankey and 
Ohio University athletic direc-
tor Julie Cromer, has been meet-
ing weekly and is expected to 
deliver a report with proposed 
reforms by August.

The 21-member panel has 
been charged with examining 
what should be required of Di-
vision I schools, what benefits 
athletes should receive, how 
rules should be made and en-
forced, and how revenue should 
be shared.

All of this activity comes as 
the NCAA's ability to govern 
has been undercut by loss af-
ter loss in court, most notably 
last year's unanimous Supreme 
Court ruling against the asso-
ciation.

“It’s obviously a very different 
job than it was 12 years ago or 
even eight years ago,” said Gabe 
Feldman, director of the sports 
law program at Tulane. “And 
the role of the NCAA president 
may be significantly dimin-
ished if the decentralization ef-
forts continue and the authority 
moves more toward the confer-
ences.”

Feldman added: “But it 
doesn’t matter how good the 
leader is. The captain of the ship 
can’t navigate the ship if they 
don’t have a map and if there are 
holes all over the ship.”

Emmert’s role during a de-
cade of sweeping upheaval in 
college sports was to lead an as-
sociation that governed by rep-
resentative democracy. There 
are more than 1,100 member 
schools serving nearly 500,000 
athletes. It’s a slow-moving bu-
reaucracy, with a wildly diverse 
membership — even just within 
Division I's 350 schools.

The role of the NCAA going 
forward could be to simply run 
championships, including the 
management of media rights 
deals for those big-ticket events 
such as the March Madness 
basketball tournaments.

If that's the case, is an NCAA 
president — or CEO or executive 
director —- even necessary?

“I think if we want to contin-
ue having March Madness the 

way we've had it, if we want to 
continue having the coordina-
tion among the schools, if we 
want to continue to have this, at 
least in theory, being education 
first and academic institutions 
competing athletically, then yes, 
I think it is beneficial to have 
a central figure over all of it,” 
Feldman said. “But if this be-
comes more conference-based, 
then potentially no.”

McMillen said he believes a 
central governing body with a 
leader will remain necessary.

“You need someone first of 
all that can articulate a vision of 
what college sports should be, 
and I don’t think that vision is to 
be mirror images of the NBA or 
the NFL for basketball and foot-
ball," McMillen said. "It's to be a 
derivation of higher education."

To McMillen, the NCAA's 
next leader will need to be some-
one who has or can build good 
relationships with lawmakers 
in Washington. Emmert had 
become a punching bag for poli-
ticians on both sides of the aisle 
while pleading for a federal law 
to regulate athlete compensa-
tion.

The NCAA's next leader will 
also need to be able to collabo-
rate with conference commis-
sioners, especially those of the 
Power Five leagues such as the 
SEC and Big Ten.

“They've become power 
sources of their own,” McMil-
len said. “And you have to be 
extremely collaborative because 
no one really, truly, is ultimately 
in control. It’s very diffused.”

Feldman suggested the time 
might be right for the leader of 
the NCAA to come from outside 
college sports.

“What we’ve seen over the 
last 10 years is judges, legisla-
tors, governmental agencies are 
looking at college sports and 
seeing something different than 
those within college sports have 
seen over the last 20, 30 years,” 
Feldman said. “They are seeing 
a more commercial enterprise 
that looks more like profession-
al sports.

“It may be beneficial for some-
one to be able to look at this en-
terprise with a fresh set of eyes 
and explain what it looks like to 
the non-insider,” he said.

But why would anyone want 
the job during such a chaotic 
time in college sports?

Len Elmore, the former Mary-
land basketball player who co-
chairs the Knight Commission 
on Intercollegiate Athletics, 
said the NCAA will have to find 
someone with a sense of duty to 
the mission of protecting college 
athletics.

“There’s a mountain to climb,” 
Elmore said. “And there are a lot 
of people who want to reach the 
pinnacle the right way.”

NCAA President Mark Emmert speaks at the opening business 
session of the NCAA convention Jan. 19, 2017, in Nashville, Tenn. 
Emmert is stepping down after 12 years on the job. NCAA Board 
of Governors Chairman John DeGioia announced the move Tues-
day, April 26, 2022, and said it was by mutual agreement. PHOTO 
COURTESY OF AP

Freeman turns 
attention to recruiting 
after 1st Irish spring

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — 
Marcus Freeman couldn’t have 
wished for a better ending to 
his first spring as Notre Dame’s 
head coach.

True freshman quarterback 
Steve Angeli’s 10-yard dash 
and dive to get the ball past the 
pylon on the final play for the 
touchdown gave the Gold a 13-
10 comeback victory over the 
Blue before 33,754 fans at Notre 
Dame Stadium last weekend.

“To end it like that, you 
couldn’t have scripted it any 
better,” said the 36-year-old 
Freeman, who succeeded Brian 
Kelly in December. “This group 
has a lot of momentum right 
now. We have to continue to 
form our identity, but it’s really 
good to end it that way.”

There are 133 days between 
Saturday’s spring game and 
Notre Dame’s season opener 
Sept. 3 at Ohio State, where 
Freeman played linebacker. 
Freeman and his rebuilt staff — 
only he, offensive coordinator 
Tommy Rees and defensive sec-
ondary coaches Chris O’Leary 
and Mike Mickens remain from 
Kelly’s 2021 team — seem to 
have meshed well since a bowl 
game loss to Oklahoma State.

“We will learn from the 
spring – teaching and evalua-
tion – and see where we need 
to improve by June,” said Free-
man, who has seven new as-
sistants, including returning 
offensive line guru Harry Hi-
estand.

Most important, Freeman 
said he intends to lead his staff 
identifying high school pros-
pects. “Recruiting never stops,” 
he said. “Recruiting, recruiting, 
recruiting. That’s an everyday 
responsibility and our entire 
staff’s focus.”

Freeman also intends to reach 
out to other head coaches, past 
and present, and also in his own 
building where 52-year-old Al 
Golden, who played under Joe 
Paterno at Penn State and was 
a head coach for 10 seasons at 
Temple and Miami, has taken 
over the defense Freeman di-
rected for Kelly.

“How do I become a better 
coach?” Freeman said. “You 
talk to people that are current or 
former coaches. You look at the 
spring. You find areas (which 
need) improvement and address 
them in June and July.”

Sophomore quarterback Ty-
ler Buchner looked to be pulling 
away from junior Drew Pyne 
in the race to start when he 
turned an ankle last week. An-
geli looked sharp in the spring 
game.

Hiestand’s track record of 
producing NFL first-round 
draft choices at Notre Dame 
from 2012-17 could pay imme-
diate dividends with returning 
center Jarrett Patterson and 
guard Josh Lugg mentoring 
promising sophomores in tack-
les Joe Alt and Blake Fisher and 
guard Rocco Spindler. Freeman 
seeks to run the football more.

Head coach Marcus Freeman leads players out of the tunnel 
during the Notre Dame Blue-Gold Spring NCAA college football 
game on Saturday, April 23, 2022, at Notre Dame Stadium in 
South Bend, Ind. PHOTO BY MICHAEL CATERINA/SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE VIA AP

Notre Dame running back Logan Diggs (22) gets pushed out of 
bounds by defensive back Philip Riley (25) during the Notre Dame 
Blue-Gold Spring NCAA college football game on Saturday, April 
23, 2022, at Notre Dame Stadium in South Bend, Ind. PHOTO BY MI-
CHAEL CATERINA/SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE VIA AP
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Photo of the Day | Home is where the wins are

The Huskies defeat Butler picking up a 22-15 victory on Saturday, April 23, 2022 at Morrone Stadium in Storrs, Conn. This win capped off the Huskies’ undefeated 8-0 season at 
home. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Stratton’s Stand: It’s time to reform the WNBA

Just eight days ago, some unex-
pected news dropped. Christyn 
Williams, who starred in UConn’s 
recent title game run and was re-
cently picked by the Washington 
Mystics in the WNBA draft, went 
down with a season-ending knee 
injury. This news is devastating 
for Williams, who was looking 
to prove that she deserved to be 
picked in the first round, where 
many experts had projected her 
to go. The No. 14 slot that she was 
drafted in is an interesting place 
for a player to go, barely on the 
better side of having a chance to 
make a significant impact in the 
league.  

Per On Her Turf, an average of 
13 players of the 36 drafted are 
waived before they are even slat-
ed to play a game, with the num-
ber sitting at 16 last year. Even 
worse, an additional five players 
per year don’t make it to their sec-
ond season. This puts the cutoff 
at 18 players per year who have a 

real shot at making a career out of 
the WNBA.  

It’s important to note again that 
Williams was the No. 14 pick. 
Keeping this number in mind, she 
could become less valuable as a re-
sult of the injury. Although coach 
Mike Thibault said to ESPN, “She 
will have our full support and all 
of our resources during her rehab. 
She is part of the Mystics family,” 
there’s no telling what this will do 
to her mobility in the future. Any 
season-ending or surgery-requir-
ing knee injury has the potential 
to be career-altering. The hope 
is that she will be able to make a 
full recovery and the Mystics will 

support her all the way through, 
but since it is a business, one nev-
er knows. This could be the make 
or break factor in her career.  

It’s not like Williams has been 
an injury-prone player either. She 
played every single game in her 
freshman and sophomore years. 
In her junior season, she missed 
one game for an insignificant rea-
son and was forced to sit out of 
three this past campaign due to 
COVID-19 protocols. The injury 
bug has been kind to Williams. 
Some injuries are random and 
can happen to anyone, but others 
are predictable to a degree. If one 
plays nonstop competitive bas-
ketball from November through 
the next October, getting an over-
use-related injury is not unex-
pected. 

Asking a player to play their 
hardest all through the grueling 
college season of 33 games and 
then putting them through the 
draft process less than a week 
and a half later is just too much. 
The championship game was just 
17 days before William’s injury, 
which leaves far too little time 

to recover. Especially in a col-
lege environment where players 
must devote more of their time 
towards school versus medical 
attention or keeping their body 
at 100%. The process is quite sim-
ply rushed. In the NBA, there are 
obviously postseason draft work-
outs and the Summer League, but 
it’s nicely stretched out, such that 
players don’t need to play a game 
that actually counts from April 
4 to late October, as compared to 
just a month apart in the WNBA.  

People respond to incentives. 
A player who doesn’t make or 
play in March Madness has three 
weeks to let their body recover 
that they wouldn’t have had if 
they made it to the championship. 
By sitting out, they create an ad-
vantage for themselves to per-
form at a higher level during the 
critical period of the pre and post 
draft processes where the fate 
of players’ careers are decided. 
If players start figuring this out, 
then sit-outs could become more 
common, as they are in the NFL. 
This then becomes problemat-
ic for both the WNBA and the 

NCAA. The NCAA will have less 
marketable tournament stars if 
they sit out. And the WNBA will 
lose out on college fans who want 
to see the stars in full effective-
ness from day one of their career.  

The best thing to do here is to 
move everything back a bit. As 
of now, the season starts on May 
6. Why is a large portion of the 
season directly conflicting with 
the NBA playoffs? Unless one is 
a devout WNBA fan (they exist, 
but there are not enough to make 
the sport currently sustainable), 
they are not going to choose to 
watch early-season WNBA over 
the NBA playoffs. Instead, wait 
to start the season until June 15. 
Then at worst, there’s a four day 
overlap between the two seasons. 
Plus, you give the players an extra 
month to rest their bodies.  

If you move the season back, 
the WNBA playoffs will com-
pete with the NBA early season. 
But, season overlap is important 
to consider when maximizing 
sports, especially when discuss-
ing players’ health.

by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

The UConn Huskies take on the Fort Hays State Tigers in an exhibition game on Nov. 7, 2021, at Gampel Pavilion. The Huskies won the game with an 111-47 sweep and guard Christyn 
Williams (13) scoring 20 points.  PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

This puts the cutoff 
at 18 players per 
year who have 
a real shot at 
making a career 
out of the WNBA.



Sports
Thursday, April 28, 2022 • DailyCampus.com 11

Softball: Huskies continue their five-game 
win streak against the Eagles

The UConn softball team en-
tered the final stop on its five-game 
road trip with a five-game winning 
streak. During that winning streak, 
the Huskies scored 39 runs and 
allowed seven while posting two 
shutouts and winning two games 
via the mercy rule. Playing the Bos-
ton College Eagles, a former Big 
East foe, the Huskies looked to end 
their 2022 road slate with a bang. 

Writer’s note: I would like to of-
fer my sincere condolences to the 
James Madison University softball 
team regarding the loss of Lauren 
Bernett, a star catcher who helped 
the Dukes reach the 2021 College 
World Series. This loss hurts. 

It didn’t take long for the Huskies 
to get on the board. After both Bri-
ana Marcelino and Lexi Hastings 
singled and stole second base, Jana 
Sanden ripped a two-run double 
to deep center field to give UConn 
the early 2-0 advantage. Olivia Sap-
pington, playing in her first game 
since April 18, hit her sixth home 
run of the season to center field two 
pitches later to double the Husky 
lead 4-0. 

Elise Sokolsky allowed a leadoff 
single to Ellie Mataya in the bot-
tom of the first, but worked around 
it by getting two Eagles to fly out 
and striking out Gianna Boccagno 
swinging.  

Marcelino collected her second 
hit of the game in the top of the 
second and stole second base again 
when Reese Guevarra stepped up 
to the plate, but could not score 
as Guevarra grounded out to the 
pitcher to end the frame. Djhane 
Valido singled in the bottom of the 
second after two quick outs, but 
Sokolsky struck out Elisabeth Lavi-
olette swinging to keep the Eagles 
off the board. 

The Huskies gave themselves a 
chance to add more runs in the top 
of the third. Hastings reached on 
an error by the second baseman, 
but the mistake was nullified after 
she was caught stealing. Sanden 
got on base with a full-count walk, 
but Peyton Schnackenberg struck 
out the next two Huskies to keep it 

at a four-run game. 
From the bottom of the third to 

the top of the fifth, there were 12 
hitters that went to the plate and 
12 hitters who did not record a 
hit. Out of the 12 total outs, three 
batters struck out swinging, two 
popped up to the infield, two flew 
out and five grounded out. 

That dry offensive spell ended 
in the bottom of the fifth as Kris-
tin Giery hit her first home run 
of the season to right center field 
to make it a 4-1 game. The Eagles 
had a chance to add more runs as 
Laviolette was hit by a pitch, but 
Sokolsky sent down the next two 
Boston College hitter to maintain 
the three-run advantage. Boston 
College got another chance in the 
bottom of the sixth after Schnack-
enberg struck out the Huskies in 
the top half, but a two-out Boccag-
no single turned into nothing as 
Nicole Giery struck out swinging. 

UConn added the insurance run 
it needed in the top of the seventh. 
Sami Barnett got the offense going 
with a single to second base before 
advancing to second on a fielder’s 
choice by Erika Coreth. Barnett 
reached third on a wild pitch and 
scored after Aziah James ground-
ed out to third base for the 5-1 
lead. Marcelino then stepped up 
to the plate and continued what 
she started. After drawing the 
walk, Marcelino stole her third 
bag of the game as the throw de-
flected off the second baseman 
and went into the outfield. With 
her three stolen bases, Marcelino 
now has 34 steals in 35 attempts 
this season, which is already the 
most in a single season in UConn 
history and leads the Big East. 

Reese Guevarra joined her on 
the basepaths with a full-count 
walk, her 20th of the season and 
84th of her career. The 84 walks 
are the most by a softball player in 
UConn history. Hastings flew out 
to center field with two runners 
aboard, but the Huskies had their 
insurance run.  

Marybeth Olson checked in re-
lief of Sokolsky, but the Eagles 
were not going to make things 
easy for her. K. Giery started the 
inning with a walk before Mad-
dy Carpe took second base in her 

place on a wild pitch. The Eagles 
put two runners in scoring posi-
tion after Kamryn Warman hit a 
pinch-hit single and advanced to 
second on the throw. With two 
runners aboard and two outs, Ol-
son got Mataya to fly out as the 
Huskies beat Boston College 5-1 
to finish undefeated on their five-
game road trip and extend their 
winning streak to six games. 

Sokolsky picked up her 19th win 
of the season after going six strong 
innings, allowing one run and 
striking out five. With Wednes-
day’s performance, Sokolsky 
now has a conference-leading 
156 strikeouts on the season. 
Schnackenberg took the loss for 
the Eagles after pitching all seven 
innings while allowing five runs 
and striking out nine hitters. 

On top of her three stolen bases, 
Marcelino finished 2-3 at the plate 
with a run scored while Sanden 
went 1-2 with two RBIs. K. Giery 
was the only Eagle to get on base 
twice and had Boston College’s 
only RBI of the game on the home 
run. 

The Huskies (33-14, 18-3 Big 
East) return home for a double-
header against the St. Joseph’s 
University Hawks on Saturday, 
April 30, before their three-game 
series against the Villanova Uni-
versity Wildcats the following 
weekend. Villanova, who is on a 
12-game winning streak, current-
ly sits at 13-4 in conference play 
and is second behind the Huskies. 
They have a three-game series 
with the Seton Hall University Pi-
rates in Pennsylvania beginning 
Friday, April 29.  

Game one of the doubleheader 
begins at 12 p.m. while game two 
starts at 2:30 p.m. or 30 minutes 
after the conclusion of game one. 
Both games will be on FloSports 
with live stats provided by Stat-
Broadcast.

by Cole Stefan
STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

UConn’s Reese Guevarra hits against Creighton at UConn on Saturday, 
April 9, 2022. The Huskies faced the BC Eagles on Wednesday and won 
5-1. PHOTO BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Roundtable: Who is your favorite NBA announcer?
At the heart of every NBA team is the broadcaster who connects fans to their favorite team and players during the games. Often, announcers are with a team for so long, 

they ultimately become part of it and are one of the key components fans look forward to. Aside from what team you choose to root for, who is your favorite NBA broadcaster? 
Are they a part of your team or do they represent a different one? The DC sports section shares their favorites:

Mike Breen
James catches, puts up a three; won’t 

go! Rebound Bosh! Back out to Allen, his three 
pointer: BANG!!! TIE GAME WITH FIVE SECONDS 

REMAINING!” If there is a more iconic NBA call, I am not 
aware of it, because the intensity of this one mixed with the 

play’s greatness makes it incredible. What about in 2016 when 
Breen pulled out the double “BANG” when Steph Curry hit a deep 
three against the Thunder for the win? There are no commentators 
who have more great calls than Breen. His voice is recognizable, 
steady during most of the game and he knows when to turn up 

the intensity. He uses his “BANG” phrases only for top tier big 
shots. Breen is the perfect mix of everything you could want 

in a commentator, hence why he is trusted with play-
by-play duties during the NBA Finals yearly. 

- Stratton Stave, Staff Writer

Gus Johnson
Augustus Cornelius Johnson Jr. has 

called an NBA playoff game in 2022, so this 
argument is legal. Johnson is one of the most elec-

tric names in all of sports, and he shows it with ev-
ery play. When a player is about to make a game-tying 

three-pointer, Johnson builds up the suspense as the player 
takes the shot before it goes in and Johnson loses his mind. It 

doesn’t matter what type of basketball game he’s calling, he has 
a lot of energy that will keep fans on the edge of their seats. He’s 
already known for some hilarious one-liners describing former 
Tennessee Titans running back Chris Johnson, but imagine 
some of the headlines Gus Johnson could come up with when a 
player like Ja Morant dunks over a 6’11” center. Who knows, he 
could get more attention than he already does and be hailed 
as one of the best in the game. If Johnson finds time in his 

busy broadcasting schedule to call more NBA games, 
then the entire league will benefit as a result.

- Cole Stefan, Staff Writer

Doris Burke
DB! Drake’s “Woman Crush Everyday” and 

the only announcer I know who can show off her handles in 
heels. Doris Burke, who was the first woman to ever hold a national 

role as an NBA game analyst for ESPN as a full time employee has broken 
boundaries as she continues to hold her own, not only in style, but also in 

great company. From her incredible basketball IQ and patience with Greg Popo-
vich, Burke has solidified her name into the sports announcer hall of fame. Burke’s 
great sense of humor and hustle has caused thousands to tune into primetime be-
cause of her compelling nature and detailed insight. Being able to watch Burke as 

an NBA Finals sideline reporter has played a huge role in my personal devel-
opment as she has been a huge inspiration to me and was one of the main 

reasons I began pursuing a career in sports. 
- Katherine Sheridan, Campus Correspondent

Eric Collins
If there’s one person who has brought a 

new element of excitement and interest to the game 
of basketball, it’s Charlotte Hornets announcer Eric Col-

lins. The new school voice behind the microphone in Charlotte 
may have more excitement for his players than any announcer in 

NBA history. Don’t believe me? Whether it’s a Miles Bridges slam or 
a fancy Lamelo Ball pass, he has a true knack for getting fans hype on 
TV. If Charlotte ever plays an NBA team, I’ll always tune into the Hor-
nets broadcast, and Collins plays a huge role in that choice. He can make 
an ordinary game against an NBA lottery team shift into an exciting 

game with his play calling. That skill alone is rare and even though 
he’s calling my favorite team’s games, which does make me a 

bit jealous, I’ll always enjoy watching Charlotte because 
of Collins.

- Evan Rodriguez, Staff Writer



Thursday, April 28, 2022 • DailyCampus.com 12

Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept@stevekrajewski
#Spring2k22

T
W

E
E

T
S

 O
F 

T
H

E
 D

A
Y

IN
S

TA
G

R
A

M
 O

F 
T

H
E

 D
A

Y

Shreyas Laddha 
@shre98
“I’m all about winning,” he said. 
“That’s what I came to do, is win.”
UConn fans meet @Nahiem10

Daniel Connolly
@DanielVConnolly
UConn men’s hockey will get redshirt junior 
defenseman Roman Kinal back next season. 
He participated in senior day but the door was 
always left open to return. Kinal had three 
goals and four assists in 36 games last year. 
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UPCOMING GAMES

Men’s Golf: UConn finishes third in 
Big East Championship

The UConn men’s golf team partic-
ipated in the three-day, three-round 
Big East Championship from Mon-
day to Wednesday at the Callaway 
Resort and Gardens Course in Pine 
Mountain, Georgia, where it finished 
in third place out of 10 participating 
teams. 

The tournament was won by Seton 
Hall, who finished 15-under par, in-
cluding an impressive 10-under par 
on the final day, to win the tourney 
title by three strokes. In second, came 
Marquette with 12-under par, which 
also included a below-par perfor-
mance on the final day with a third-
round score of 6-under. As a team, 
Connecticut finished four-under par 
with a three-round total of 860 to 
claim third place in the tournament. 
The team shot a 287 in round one, 
followed by a 283 in round two, and 
concluded with a 290 in round three. 
The Huskies’ total score of 860 was 
nine strokes better than fourth-place 
Creighton. After two consecutive 
subpar tournaments for UConn, its 

Top Five finish marked the 10th time 
out of 12 tournaments over the fall 
and spring portions of this season 
that Connecticut has finished within 
the Top Five. 

Fresh off receiving Second Team 
All-Big East honors after leading the 
Huskies all season, sophomore Caleb 
Manuel paced UConn and tied for 
the top spot in the tournament with 
an aggregate score of 68-66-71, good 
enough for 11-under par. Manuel ac-
tually led all tournament participants 
after day two, before Seton Hall’s Gre-
gor Tait tied him on day three. With 
the stellar performance, Manuel has 
now recorded 17 rounds of par-or-
better this season, 14 sub-70 rounds, 
and eight Top 10 finishes on the sea-
son, in addition to two individual 
tournament victories, with the other 
coming at the UConn Invitational at 
GreatHorse back in October. 

Sophomore Tommy Dallahan fol-
lowed behind Manuel with a score 
of 217, as he finished one-over par 
and tied for 13th out of 53 tourna-
ment participants. His three-round 
score came to an impressive 72-70-
75 as Dallahan dropped three spots 
after his final round of play, but still 

managed an impressive tournament 
performance. Sophomore Jimmy 
Paradise finished third on the team 
with a score of 218, equaling an ag-
gregate score of 72-72-74, good for 
two-over par. The total was good 
enough to place Paradise 17th in the 
tournament. Rounding out the team 
play were senior Jared Nelson and 
freshman Trevor Lopez, who fin-
ished with scores of 221 and 227, good 
enough to finish 27th and 39th, re-
spectively. 

The Huskies will now wait to see 
where they are seeded in the NCAA 
Regional, which will take place from 
May 16-18.

by Nick Spinali
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

Baseball: No. 15 Huskies start new win streak 
after Villanova loss

Villanova may have ended UConn’s 
12-game win streak, but that doesn’t 
mean the Huskies couldn’t start a 
new one after beating the Wildcats on 
Sunday. Hook C started a new week, 
beating the Northeastern Huskies 
on Tuesday and the Yale Bulldogs on 
Wednesday.  

UConn traveled to Boston for the 
Huskies-Huskies matchup, and dogs 
from both dugouts were ready to fight. 
However, it wasn’t until the bottom of 
the fourth inning that Northeastern 
decided to defend its doghouse. UCo-
nn’s Cole Chudoba kept Northeastern 
off the board until this point, but the 
Huskies from Boston were catching up 
to his pitches. A couple of ground balls 
and walks secured the lead for North-
eastern, up 2-0 going into the fifth in-
ning.  

The next visits to the batter’s box for 
UConn were much of the same as the 
beginning of the game, Northeastern 
keeping the lead and UConn with a 
few small hits but unable to bring any-
thing home. For the bottom of the fifth, 
Jack Sullivan took the mound to relieve 
Chudoba and despite issuing a few 
walks, held Northeastern to just two 
runs for another inning. In the sixth, 
each team suffered several strikeouts 
to make it quickly through to the sev-
enth inning.  

In the seventh, UConn came ready 
to answer Northeastern’s runs. Zach 
Bushling started off the hits with a 
double and Ben Huber followed up 
with a single. Upon a throwing error 
by a Northeastern Husky in center-
field, Bushling rounded the bases to-
wards home to score UConn its first 
run. Although Matt Donlan struck 
out next, Huber was able to steal third 
and set himself up to come home when 

Christian Fedko singled. This tied the 
game at 2-2, as Hook C was unable to 
follow up on David Smith’s double to 
capitalize on it.  

The next two-and-a-half innings 
were filled with incredible suspense 
as both teams tried to break the tie, 
but neither were able to have a runner 
reach all four bases. Overcome with 
pressure, there were more walks and 
strikeouts than hits. As a result, the 
game was headed into overtime and 
gave more opportunities for UConn to 
cycle through the bullpen with Devin 
Kirby and Brady Afthim each getting 
their chance on the mound leading up 
to the tenth inning.  

Sent to first base after being hit by a 
pitch, Smith was then able to advance 
to second base after sneaking by a 
passed ball. Chris Brown decided to 
bunt, making it on base and allowing 
Smith to reach third. Erik Stock and 
T.C. Simmons followed Smith’s lead 
and took a hit, propelling Smith to take 

back the lead for UConn as he scored 
a run. Bushling, who had been clutch 
for hits on Tuesday, only needed to hit 
a single to advance Stock and Brown 
all the way around the bases to bring 
UConn up 5-2.  

Despite being fired up about the 
comeback and eventual win, UConn 
cooled off immediately with a walk, 
strikeout and ground ball. Hook C had 
bases loaded and was close to another 
run but reached three outs before the 
Connecticut Huskies had the chance. 
Nonetheless, Brendan O’Donnell was 
able to keep Northeastern at bay and 
deliver the final out at the bottom of the 
tenth. O’Donnell was credited with the 
win on Tuesday’s matchup as UConn 
returned to Storrs victorious, 5-2.  

For Wednesday’s game at home 
against Yale, UConn had more of a 
sense of urgency. Instead of having an 
extreme scoring run, the Huskies held 
a steady but strong pace throughout 
the game.  

Huber’s single in the bottom of the 
first propelled Stock home for the ear-
ly lead and only scoring play of the 
inning. The second inning followed 
a similar trend as Yale was unable to 
find momentum and UConn brought 
it home again. This time, it was a pop 
fly from Simmons that was able to 
catch some air and leave enough time 
for Bryan Padilla to make his way to 
home plate.  

With Yale still scoreless, UConn 
kicked it up a notch with two major 
scoring plays in the third inning. Don-
lan’s ground ball brought Huber in, 
followed by a strong hit from Matt Gar-
bowski. Garbowski ended up as a dou-
ble, which was all that Bushling need-
ed to run home and increase UConn’s 
lead to four runs.  

For the fourth inning, the Huskies 
remained modest with just one run. 
Huber had another hit, a double this 
time, and T.C. Simmons took the hint 
to keep running to mark the fifth tally. 

UConn kept the scoring through the 
fifth with small moves here and there 
to climax at a fly ball from Brown. Trig-
gering a chain reaction, Donlan com-
pleted the sequence with another score 
to close out the inning.  

Ian Cooke, who started on the 
mound for UConn, continued to keep 
the Bulldogs from running home. 
This was Cooke’s first time back on 
the mound following his impressive 
career-high eight inning game last 
Wednesday over the Boston College 
Eagles. He looked to keep the same 
energy exactly a week later and did 
so with ease. Cooke pitched for the 
first five innings and handed Yale five 
strikeouts before Kirby took over to 
pitch for the sixth inning. At the top 
of the seventh, Sam Favieri had his 
chance to throw as well.  

Favieri only had a few pitches, but 
Yale was able to find its way around 
the bases for two runs. O’Donnell took 
the mound after, but it only lessened 
the scoring instead of stopping it. He 
allowed another run before Garrett 
Coe tried to finally put a stop to Yale’s 
scoring and keep UConn in the lead.  

At the bottom of the eighth, UConn’s 
offense answered Yale’s runs with two 
runs off hits from Huber and Bushling. 
Huber’s double brought in Stock while 
Bushling’s fly ball sent Huber around 
the diamond for an eventual Hook C 
win with eight runs.  

Yale was due up at bat one more time 
and made good use of it, but the team 
was only able to score one more run. 
Still, it was an 8-4 game and UConn re-
mained on the winning side of the final 
score Wednesday evening. Justin Wil-
lis closed out the game for the Huskies, 
who are now 34-8 on the season.  

For this weekend’s series, UConn 
will face Butler University and travel to 
Indianapolis, Indiana for a three-game 
series in the return to Big East play. 

by Taylor Coonan
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu

UConn’s Matt Garbowski slides into second plate on Wednesday’s game against Yale at Elliot Ballpark in 
Storrs, Conn. The Huskies beat the Bulldogs 8-4. PHOTO BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn golfer Caleb Manuel earns a bid to the NCAA regionals as the 
individual co-champion at the Big East Championship. Manuel also 
received Second-Team All-Big East honors for the 2022 season. 
PHOTO BY COURTESY OF UCONN ATHLETICS

As a team, 
Connecticut finished 
four-under par 
with a three-round 
total of 860 to claim 
third place in the 
tournament.
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