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CONFIRMED 2022 COVID-19 
CASES AT UCONN STORRS

Cumulative 
Residential Cases*445

as of 8:18 p.m. on Apr. 7

Current Residential Cases
(positive/symptomatic)70

*positive test results
361 Cumulative 

Commuter Cases*

Candlelight vigil held for victims of Russian invasion in Ukraine

Helium and hydrogen shortage to affect 
weather-predicting processes

Due to a current helium and hy-
drogen shortage in the United States, 
meteorologists will struggle to pre-
dict accurate weather patterns for 
the public. 

The Chartered Institute of Pro-
curement & Supply has described 
that one reason for the helium 
shortage in particular is due to fac-
tory issues in Russia. A large heli-
um plant located in Amur, Russia 
endured a fire and explosion in 
January that has stopped helium 
production for at least the next six 
months. Another factor contribut-
ing to this shortage is the Federal 
Helium Reserve, the largest heli-
um storage facility in the world, 
ending their public sales this year 
and switching exclusively to pri-
vate ownership, leading to an in-
crease in the price of helium.  

Hydrogen and helium are com-
monly used in devices that gather in-
formation on the weather conditions 
every day. The National Weather 
Service specifically uses these ele-
ments when launching balloons into 
the atmosphere that record data like 
air pressure, temperature, wind and 
humidity.  

In a public statement from the Na-
tional Weather Service, the issues 
they are having with hydrogen are 
due to contract complications with 
their supplier.  

Weather balloon launches are ob-
servations done twice daily, once in 
the morning and once at night by or-
ganizations like the National Weath-
er Service. The balloon launch device 
is a large balloon, starting at approx-
imately six feet, filled with either 
hydrogen or helium. The balloon 
carries a radiosonde, parachute and 
warning message.  

The radiosonde is responsible for 
transmitting the data recorded in the 
air to the station on land. The para-
chute is to aid the balloons’ return to 
ground, and the warning message is 
to advise individuals not to touch the 
balloon if they come across it while 
it’s inflated. 

“Radiosondes are instruments 

attached to weather balloons that 
send back a wide range of upper at-
mospheric data to support weather 
forecasts, including temperature, 
dew point, relative humidity, baro-
metric pressure, wind speed, wind 
direction,” The National Weather 
Service said in their public infor-
mation statement. “Radiosondes 
are one of many technologies that 
collect earth observation data for 
use in weather modeling and fore-
casting. Data is also collected from 

instruments aboard commercial 
aircraft, surface observing stations, 
satellites, radars, and buoys.”  

Recently, however, the National 
Weather Service announced that 
they will be canceling some of the 
balloon launches due to their lack 
of hydrogen and helium, The Wash-
ington Post reported.  

“Across the country, nine sites 
were affected by the shortages — 
five helium sites and four hydrogen 
sites. Some, like the weather forecast 
offices in Albany, N.Y., or Pittsburgh, 
have cut back to only one launch per 
day. Others, including offices that 
serve New York City; Baltimore; 
Washington, D.C.; and Roanoke, 
have suspended their routine flights 
altogether during calm weather,” 
The Washington Post said.  

The National Weather Service 
initially reported that the termina-
tion of these launches will not affect 
weather predictions for the future. 
However, contradictory statements 
from meteorologists claim it will 
affect accurate weather forecasts. 
This caused a second statement 
to be released clarifying that the 
weather service could have worded 
the original announcement better, 
according to The Washington Post.  

The National Weather Service did 
not state when the balloon launch-
es will begin again in their public 
statement but did note that they are 
working to convert all sites to use 
only hydrogen instead of a combi-
nation of hydrogen and helium. 

by Laura Augenbraun 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
laura.augenbraun@uconn.edu 

A citizen launches a weather balloon into the sky at Mammoth Hot 
Springs. Balloon launches will be temporarily canceled due to the 
lack of hydrogen and helium. PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

Statements from 
meteorologists claim 
it will affect accurate 

weather forecasts.

by Samuel Katz
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

The UConn sign is lit up in the colors of Ukraine’s flag at night on March 8, 2022 at the University of Con-
necticut Storrs campus. A vigil was held April 7 in the chemistry building for the lives of Ukrainians lost 
due to Russia’s invasion of the country.
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At 7:00 p.m. on April 7, the 
Ukrainian Student Association 
(USA) at the University of Connecti-
cut held a vigil in the chemistry 
building for the lives of Ukrainians 
lost as a result of Russia’s invasion of 
the country. 

Christine Sharabun, an eighth-se-
mester chemical engineering ma-
jor and vice president of the USA, 
opened the vigil discussing the cre-
ation of a nationwide organization of 
Ukrainian student groups, called the 
Ukrainian Student Union of Ameri-
ca.  

“As of April 1, estimates have put 
1250 civilians, including 160 chil-
dren, as dead from Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. President Zelenskyy 
estimated on March 13 that 1300 
Ukrainian servicemen and service-
women have died, considered per-
haps the lowest possible number,” 
Sharabun said in a speech at the vigil. 

Dr. Leo Wolanksy, professor and 
chair of diagnostic imaging and 
therapeutics at the UConn School 
of Medicine and president of the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of 
North America, provided his own 
story of generational suffering of 
Ukrainians by Russians. 

“In 1929, my grandfather was ar-
rested by the Russians. My moth-
er, only 7 years old, had to watch 
her father get shot. They went after 
Ukrainian intellectuals, religious 
leaders and politicians. And they are 

doing the same in Ukraine,” Wolan-
sky said. 

Wolansky also brought up the 
question of whether or not the war 
crimes in Ukraine were genocide.  

“Some people may say we need 
more evidence to declare it a geno-
cide, but I know just like what hap-
pened to my mother, a little girl has 
to watch her father die at the hands 
of the Russians. A century ago it was 
Stalin, today it is Putin,” Wolansky 
concluded. 

Professor Glenn Mitoma, director 
of the Dodd Human Rights Impact, 
said that the attacks on Ukrainian ci-
vilians were a clear violation of inter-
national law. He also emphasized the 
importance of remembering the lost 
lives. 

“If we don’t remember these 
people, we forget. It would be a 
double erasure, exactly what the 
Russians want. To kill these peo-
ple, and have their deaths forgot-
ten. To erase the Ukrainian people, 

so that they will be forgotten by 
us,” Mitoma said.  

Students from the USA also shared 
their experiences over the past weeks 
of war. 

“How can such inhumanity ex-
ist in the day we live in? How can it 
be spread?” asked Sonia Zazulak, a 
sixth-semester molecular and cellu-
lar biology major. “My focus this past 
month has not been on my academ-
ics, but the lives and the safety of my 
family in Ukraine.” 

Stephania Korenovsky, a sec-
ond-semester health care man-
agement and global health major, 
delivered a powerful speech of 
her own struggle to handle the 
war. 

“I pray that the next time I call 
my relatives, they are calling me 
from their home and not in a 
bunker. I pray that I will wake up 
tomorrow morning and not see 
the news cover war crimes in my 
own country, that I can call my 
mother and not have every con-
versation begin in tears,” Koren-
ovsky said. 

An electric candlelight vigil 
was then held, followed by a cork 
board on which audience mem-
bers could pin their prayers and 
hopes for Ukraine and its people. 

The service concluded with a 
playing of the Ukrainian nation-
al anthem and the placement 
of yellow and blue flowers in 
Swan Lake outside the chemistry 
building. 

“I pray that the 
next time I call my 
relatives, they are 

calling me from their 
home and not in a 

bunker.”
STEPHANIA KORENOVSKY
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White House to extend student loan pause through August
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden 

administration plans to freeze feder-
al student loan payments through 
Aug. 31, extending a moratorium that 
has allowed millions of Americans to 
postpone payments during the coro-
navirus pandemic, according to an 
administration official familiar with 
the White House's decision-making.

Student loan payments were 
scheduled to resume May 1 after 
being halted since early in the pan-
demic. But following calls from 
Democrats in Congress, the White 
House plans to give borrowers ad-
ditional time to prepare for pay-
ments.

The action applies to more than 43 
million Americans who owe a com-
bined $1.6 trillion in student debt held 
by the federal government, according 
to the latest data from the Education 
Department. That includes more 
than 7 million borrowers who have 
defaulted on student loans, meaning 
they are at least 270 days late on pay-
ments.

Borrowers will not be asked to 
make payments until after Aug. 31, 
and interest rates are expected to re-
main at 0% during that period.

The extension was first reported 
Tuesday by Bloomberg.

Democrats on education panels in 
the House and Senate recently urged 
President Joe Biden to extend the 
moratorium through the end of the 
year, citing continued economic up-
heaval.

Sen. Patty Murray said more time 
is needed to help Americans prepare 
for repayment and to rethink the 
government’s existing system for re-
paying student debt.

“It is ruining lives and holding 
people back,” she said in a statement 
last month. “Borrowers are strug-
gling with rising costs, struggling to 
get their feet back under them after 
public health and economic crises, 
and struggling with a broken student 
loan system — and all this is felt es-
pecially hard by borrowers of color.”

Murray called on the Biden ad-
ministration to lift all borrowers out 
of default to provide a “fresh start” 
following the pandemic.

The decision is being made amid 
rising concern that large numbers 
of Americans would quickly fall be-
hind if payments restarted in May.

In March, the St. Louis Federal Re-
serve Bank warned that resuming loan 
payments could place a heavy burden 
on borrowers who faced financial 
hardship during the pandemic. It said 

the impact would be hardest on Black 
families, who are more likely to rely on 
student loans to pay for college.

“Serious delinquency rates for 
student debt could snap back from 
historic lows to their previous highs 
in which 10% or more of the debt was 
past due,” the bank said.

The Trump administration initial-
ly gave Americans the option to sus-
pend loan payments in March 2020, 
and Congress made it automatic soon 
after. The pause was extended twice 
by the Trump administration and 
twice more under Biden.

It remains in question whether 
Biden will pursue widespread debt 
forgiveness to reduce the nation’s 
student debt. Some Democrats in 
Congress have pressed Biden to use 
executive action to cancel $50,000 for 
all student loan borrowers, saying it 
would jumpstart the economy and 
help Black Americans who on aver-
age face higher levels of student debt.

Last year, Biden asked the Educa-
tion and Justice departments to re-
view the legality of widespread debt 
cancellation, but no decision has 
been announced. Biden previous-
ly said he supports canceling up to 
$10,000, but he argued it should be 
done through congressional action.

Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona speaks during a visit with 
first lady Jill Biden to Bergen Community College in Paramus, N.J., 
Jan. 20, 2022. The Biden administration plans to freeze federal 
student loan payments through Aug. 31, extending a moratorium 
that has allowed millions of Americans to postpone payments 
during the coronavirus pandemic.
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Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont tests positive for 
COVID-19

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont 
tested positive for COVID-19 on 
Thursday and is not experiencing 
any symptoms, according to his 
communications director.

Lamont, 68, received his second 
booster shot on March 31. He test-
ed positive in the morning after 
taking a regularly-scheduled rap-
id self-test. The infection was con-
firmed with a second rapid self-
test and the governor is currently 
awaiting results from a PCR test, 
spokesperson Max Reiss said.

Lamont, a Democrat, plans to 
isolate at the governor's residence 
in Hartford for the next five days 
and will not attend any in-person 
events or meetings, his office said. 
Lamont canceled two planned ap-
pearances on Thursday after re-
ceiving his results. However, on 
Wednesday, he visited a COVID-19 
vaccination clinic in Hartford and 
attended public events in Middle-
town and Clinton. Reiss said the 
three appearances were either 
outdoors or held inside a large 

building.
“He is feeling good and not 

experiencing any symptoms, 
and he is grateful that he is 
receiving protection from the 
second booster shot he re-
ceived last week,” Reiss said.

Lamont is at least the 16th 
U.S. governor to test positive 
for COVID-19, according to 
an Associated Press tally. His 
positive test comes a week af-
ter another Northeast gover-
nor, New Jersey Gov. Phil Mur-
phy, tested positive.

Over the past two weeks, 
the rolling average number of 
daily new cases in Connecti-
cut has increased by 174.4, an 
increase of 55.5%, according to 
researchers at Johns Hopkins. 
Meanwhile, the state report-
ed Wednesday the number 
of patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19 increased by 19 to a 
total of 117.

Johns Hopkins reports there 
have been 10,795 COVID-19 re-
lated deaths to date.

Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont delivers the State of State address during opening session at the State 
Capitol, Feb. 9, 2022, in Hartford, Conn. Lamont tested positive for COVID-19, Thursday, April 7, and is not 
experiencing any symptoms, according to his communications director.
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Haunting Canada boarding school shot wins world press photo 

Afghan evacuees mark first US Ramadan with gratitude, 
agony

LAS CRUCES, New Mexico (AP) 
— Sitting cross-legged on the floor 
as his wife and six children laid 
plates of fruit on a red cloth in front 
of him, Wolayat Khan Samadzoi 
watched through the open balcony 
door for the sliver of new moon to 
appear in the cloudless New Mex-
ico sky, where the sun had set be-
yond a desert mountain.

Then, munching on a date, the 
bushy-bearded former Afghan sol-
dier broke his first Ramadan fast in 
the United States – far from the Tal-
iban threat, but also the three doz-
en relatives he would be marking 
the start of the Muslim holy month 
with if he was still home in Khost, 
Afghanistan.

A few minutes after naan was 
dipped into bowls of stewed okra 
and beans, Samadzoi, his wife and 
the two oldest children retired to 
worship on their prayer rugs. On 
Saturday evening, the two-bed-
room apartment filled with the 
murmurs of their invocations.

“I pray for them, and they pray 
for me, they miss me,” he said of 
his relatives back home. His cous-
in Noor Rahman Faqir, who is also 
now in Las Cruces, translated from 
Pashto to the simple English he 
learned working with American 
forces in Afghanistan.

As they adjust to their new com-
munities, Afghan families evac-
uated to the United States as the 
Taliban regained power last sum-
mer are celebrating Ramadan with 
gratitude for their safety. Yet there's 
also the agony of being away from 
loved ones who they fear are in 
danger under a Taliban leadership 
crafting increasingly repressive or-
ders.

From metropolitan areas with 
flourishing Afghan diasporas to 
this desert university community 
less than 40 miles (64 kilometers) 
from the Mexican border, tens of 
thousands of newly arrived Af-
ghans share one predominant con-
cern that’s amplified in what should 
be a celebratory time: With only 
temporary immigration status and 
low-paying jobs, they feel helpless 
to take care of their families here 
and back home.

Abdul Amir Qarizada repeats 
several times the exact moment, 

4:30 p.m., when he was ordered to 
take off from Kabul’s airport during 
the chaos of the evacuation – with 
no time to get his wife and five chil-
dren, who are still in Afghanistan 
more than seven months later.

“My concern is the aircraft is safe, 
but my family is not safe,” the for-
mer flight engineer says after Friday 
prayer at Las Cruces’ only mosque, 
where he goes by bike to find some 
“peace.”

So does Qais Sharifi, 28, who says 
he can’t sleep with worry for his kids 
left behind, including a daughter 
born two months after he fled Af-
ghanistan alone.

Both men break into smiles when 
the mosque’s education director, Ra-
jaa Shindi, an Iraqi-born professor at 
nearby New Mexico State University, 

invites them to register for the free if-
tar dinners held nightly in the meet-
ing hall decorated with gold balloons 
spelling “Ramadan kareem” — an 
Arabic greeting often used to wish 
people a happy Ramadan.

Local congregations like the 
mosque and El Calvario United Meth-
odist Church in Las Cruces, as well 
as the Jewish and Christian-based 
organizations that resettle refugees 
across their national networks, have 
been helping Afghans find housing, 
jobs, English-language classes, and 
schools for their children.

They decry the fact that most dis-
placed Afghan families don't have 
permanent legal status in the United 
States, despite their services for the 
U.S. government, military or their 
Afghan allies during the post-9/11 Af-

ghanistan war. That would give them 
access to many government benefits 
and an easier path to work and fami-
ly reunification.

While Afghanistan’s decades of 
war and current food shortage mean 
far less extravagant feasts than in 
many countries where Ramadan 
is celebrated, the familiar tastes of 
home are top of mind for many dis-
placed this year. Qarizada recalls his 
mother’s signature festive dish of bo-
lani, a stuffed fried bread like a giant 
samosa.

The mother of Shirkhan Nejat 
still cries every time the 27-year-old 
makes a WhatsApp video call home 
from Oklahoma City, where he was 
resettled with his wife and the cou-
ple's baby was born. Missing his 
close-knit extended family at Rama-

dan brings “bad emotions,” Nejat 
said, despite his gratitude for being 
safe.

It’s such bonds, the warmth of 
large family gatherings around the if-
tar meal and the cacophony of famil-
iar sights, sounds and smells mark-
ing the end of a day’s fast that many 
are yearning for in America.

In Texas, Dawood Formuli misses 
his family’s typical pre-iftar routine: 
His hungry father irritably asking for 
his food. His mother asking her hus-
band to calm down, and Formuli, 34, 
telling a joke to lighten the mood and 
make his father laugh. His children, 
in another room with their many 
cousins, sometimes playing, some-
times fighting. “Allahu akbar,” the 
call to prayer, spilling over from the 
mosque down the street.

“Every day, it’s like Christmas,” the 
former translator at the U.S. embas-
sy in Kabul said of past Ramadans in 
the three-story house his family used 
to share with his parents, siblings 
and their families.

In his new apartment in Fort 
Worth, the call to prayer now comes 
from an app, not a minaret.

The transition has been especially 
hard for his pregnant wife, who is 
still learning English. Yet there are 
traces of the familiar in their new 
community: Muslim neighbors, 
mosques for the special Ramadan 
prayers, known as “taraweeh,” and 
halal food markets.

Khial Mohammad Sultani, who the 
day before Ramadan was still living in 
an extended stay motel on the outskirts 
of El Paso, Texas, had to ride nearly 80 
miles (128 kilometers) round trip into 
New Mexico in a taxi to go buy and 
slaughter a lamb for Ramadan.

The 37-year-old former soldier, his 
wife Noor Bibi, and their six children 
broke the second day’s fast with piec-
es of that lamb stewed in an aromatic 
sauce around the one table in their 
duplex, newly built on a barren foot-
hills lot unlike their house in Gardez, 
with its apple and pomegranate trees.

Right after iftar, four of the chil-
dren got ready for their first day of 
school ever the next morning, anoth-
er new thrill for their parents who 
never received a formal education.

But when it comes to faith, Sultani 
will continue to teach his children at 
home, as his father did for him.

Wolayat Khan Samadzoi watches through the open balcony door of his apartment for the sliver of new 
moon to appear in the cloudless sky, where the sun had set beyond a desert mountain, in Las Cruces, 
N.M., Saturday, April 2, 2022. Samadzoi and thousands of other Afghans evacuated to the United States 
as the Taliban regained power last summer are celebrating their first Muslim holy month of Ramadan 
here – grateful to be safe, but agonizing over their families back home under the repressive Taliban 
regime.
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THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) 
— A haunting image of red dresses 
hung on crosses along a roadside, 
with a rainbow in the background, 
commemorating children who died 
at a residential school created to 
assimilate Indigenous children in 
Canada won the prestigious World 
Press Photo award Thursday.

The image was one of a series of 
the Kamloops Residential School 
shot by Canadian photographer 
Amber Bracken for The New York 
Times.

“It is a kind of image that sears 
itself into your memory. It inspires 

a kind of sensory reaction," Glob-
al jury chair Rena Effendi said in a 
statement. "I could almost hear the 
quietness in this photograph, a qui-
et moment of global reckoning for 
the history of colonization, not only 
in Canada but around the world.”

It was not the first recognition 
for Bracken's work in the Amster-
dam-based competition. She won 
first prize in the contest's Contem-
porary Issues category in 2017 for 
images of protesters at the Dakota 
Access Pipeline in North Dakota.

Her latest win came less than a 
week after Pope Francis made a his-

toric apology to Indigenous peoples 
for the “deplorable” abuses they 
suffered in Canada’s Catholic-run 
residential schools and begged for 
forgiveness.

Last May, the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc Nation announced the 
discovery of 215 gravesites near Ka-
mloops, British Columbia. It was 
Canada’s largest Indigenous resi-
dential school and the discovery of 
the graves was the first of numer-
ous, similar grim sites across the 
country.

“So we started to have, I suppose, 
a personification of some of the chil-
dren that went to these schools that 
didn’t come home,” Bracken said in 
comments released by contest or-

ganizers. “There’s also these little 
crosses by the highway. And I knew 
right away that I wanted to photo-
graph the line of these these crosses 
with these little children’s clothes 
hanging on them to commemo-
rate and to honor those kids and 
to make them visible in a way that 
they hadn’t been for a long time.”

Indigenous peoples elsewhere 
in the world featured in two oth-
er of the annual competition's top 
prizes. The winners were chosen 
out of 64,823 photographs and open 
format entries by 4,066 photogra-
phers from 130 countries.

“Together the global winners pay 
tribute to the past, while inhabiting 
the present and looking towards 

the future,” Effendi said.
Australian photographer Mat-

thew Abbott won the Photo Sto-
ry of the Year prize for a series of 
images for National Geographic/
Panos Pictures that document how 
the Nawarddeken people of West 
Arnhem Land in northern Austra-
lia fight fire with fire by deliberately 
burning off undergrowth to remove 
fuel that could spark far larger 
wildfires.

The Long-Term Project award 
went to Lalo de Almeida of Brazil 
for a series of photos for Folha de 
São Paulo/Panos Pictures called 
“Amazonian Dystopia” that charts 
the effects of the exploitation of the 
Amazon region, particularly on 

This image provided by World Press Photo, part of a series titled Amazonian Dystopia, by Lalo de Almeida for 
Folha de Sao Paulo/Panos Pictures which won the World Press Photo Long-Term Project award, shows A mem-
ber of the Quilombola community –an Afro-Brazilian community consisting of Black Brazilians, some of whom 
are descendants of enslaved peoples from the African continent – lies passed out drunk on a bench, in Pedras 
Negras, Sao Francisco do Guapore, Rondonia, Brazil, Jan. 29, 2021. PHOTO COURTESY OF LALO DE ALMEIDA/AP

This image provided by World Press Photo, part of a series titled 
Amazonian Dystopia, by Lalo de Almeida for Folha de Sao Paulo/Panos 
Pictures which won the World Press Photo Long-Term Project award, 
shows a boy rests on a dead tree trunk in the Xingu River in Paratizao, 
a community located near the Belo Monte hydroelectric dam, Par·, 
Brazil, on Aug. 28, 2018.     PHOTO COURTESY OF LALO DE ALMEIDA/AP
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The dance world needs serious reform

THE BEGINNING OF THE END 
FOR THE MARVEL CINEMATIC UNIVERSE

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.
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TW// body dysmorphia, 
eating disorders 

I was a dancer for 15 years, during 
which I attended a small, fami-
ly-owned dance studio in my home-
town, taking classes in modern, tap, 
jazz and ballet. These years of training 
were great; if I had the opportuni-
ty to go back and choose a different 
hobby I don’t think I would. I stayed 
fit, pushing my body to its limits in a 
good way. I had an outlet for creative 
expression. I got to perform, building 
my confidence immensely. I made 
lifelong friends that I still to this day 
have all the love in the world for. I’m 
more than willing to admit that I have 
benefited tremendously from dance 
overall.  

But unfortunately, being a dancer 
is a double-edged sword, particularly 
when the dance world is the environ-
ment you grow up in, as I did. The 
dance world is elitist and non accept-
ing. On any scale, whether it’s a small 
studio as I attended or a large profes-
sional ballet company, you will see 
the dark side of the dance world. You 

may not be able to tell when watching 
a group of dancers perform on stage, 
but if you knew the harsh realities of 
what likely went on backstage to put 
on that three minute number paired 
with lighting, music, and a magnifi-
cent costume, you might question if it 
was worth it.  

And this is a very weird experience 
to have as a former dancer (or as I like 
to joke, a washed-up one). The most I 
use my years of training for nowadays 
is the odd party trick or rare alumni 
performance. But I have told stories 
about my dance experiences and had 
people look at me like I was crazy for 
putting up with what I did. This re-
alization has led me to reevaluate my 
relationship with dance. It’s some 
weird form of Stockholm syndrome 
– you love the sport and the payoff 
and therefore ignore all of its abuses. 
There are so many necessary chang-
es that would make the art form a net 
positive experience for everyone in-
volved. But as it exists today, the dance 
world is harmful and toxic. 

We can see these negative effects in 
terms of body image. Research shows 
that dancers (and those involved in 
other aesthetic-based sports such as 
figure skating) are at the highest risk 
for developing eating disorders, just 

due to their involvement in the sport 
alone. Much of this risk is linked to 
perfectionism in dance, coupled with 
the ideal “dancer’s body” of being 
slim, with long, elegant limbs. This 
ideal is particularly prevalent in bal-
let dancers. In a sport that demands 
perfection, food and body size become 
something to control, leading to bal-
let dancers being 10 times more like-
ly to develop an eating disorder than 
non-ballet dancers, and 12% of danc-
ers overall to struggle with an eating 
disorder.  

I can repeat statistic after statistic 
here, but my personal experiences 
speak to this body image issue in the 
dance world as well. I was measured 
in front of my friends, and also had 
my measurements compared to those 
of my friends. Each class came with 
the eternal debate of wanting to eat 
and have energy, but not wanting to 
be told that my teacher could “see my 
lunch” through my leotard, marking 
bloating, which is 100% natural, as a 
negative thing.  

Body positivity in the dance world 
is almost nonexistent. Traditional ar-
guments for a cohesive look of danc-
ers that all look the same are just that 
– traditional and therefore outdated. 
The dance world should embrace 

different bodies and cele-
brate them.  

 Additionally, there is 
the overall competitive 
nature of the dance world 
that can have intense neg-
ative effects. Dance in-
herently pits young girls 
against each other. The 
reality TV show ‘Dance 
Moms’ is, of course, 
slightly sensationalized, 
but not by much. Even 
studios such as mine that 
only perform rather than 
compete tend to foster a competitive 
atmosphere that can make a young 
dancer see her friends as the enemy. 
The pressure alone to be the best is 
stifling.  

Moreover, in our white patriarchal 
capitalist society, whiteness is seen 
as the default, and this is present in 
the dance world too. Dancers at com-
petitions report biased and bigotted 
scores from judges based on race. 
Ballet dancers especially note racist 
remarks and a general unwillingness 
to acknowledge diversity.  

Furthermore, dance is an ex-
traordinarily expensive sport. Not 
everyone can afford to participate, 
and if you can’t afford the expensive 

summer intensive program or the 
many pairs of shoes with glittering 
costumes and other accessories that 
often need replacement, you won’t be 
taken seriously.  

The dance world is closed-off and 
elitist, and the ideologies running it 
need a massive overhaul. As danc-
ers, we should be accepting, encour-
aging everyone to participate. We 
should want everyone to be able to 
express themselves through dance. 
It’s certainly a wonderful art form 
that has provided me personally 
with a lot. But it’s also done a lot of 
damage, and I know I’m not the only 
one that feels this way. Something 
needs to change, in a way as simple 
as acceptance.

I can’t believe it’s come to this. I’ve 
been a Marvel fan since I was a kid, 
drooling over Captain America’s se-
rum-pumped physique and practic-
ing witty Tony Stark-esque come-
backs. Marvel Studios deserves every 
bit of praise and recognition they’ve 
received; it’s no easy feat to produce 
more than two dozen successful films 
in 14 years and earn billions of dollars 
internationally. But Marvel Studios 
can make mistakes, and trust me, they 
have. 

Despite COVID-19 setbacks, Mar-
vel’s profitability has grown steadily 
for decades. “Iron Man” (2008), their 
first self-financed independent fea-
ture film, received a 94% on Rotten 
Tomatoes, averaged 3.7 out of 5 on 
Letterboxd, and made just under $600 
million worldwide. Since then, Marvel 
Studios has continued to dominate in 
theaters everywhere and has devel-
oped an extremely loyal fanbase. Sure, 
a small handful of movies were not as 
successful as others, but the produc-
tion company has not experienced a 
true box office flop…ever. I’m afraid 
May of 2019, post-Avengers: Endgame 
(2019), arguably the most successful 
superhero film of the century, is where 
our problem begins.  

Marvel Studios is the Hollywood 
powerhouse; no other production 
company can consistently guarantee 
box-office success. That said, it’s clear 

that Marvel’s ego is about as big as 
their annual budget. The production 
company has received the same com-
plaints for years: they prioritize humor 
over plot, their characters are super-
ficial, there are no stakes because the 
main characters never die, there’s zero 

creativity and most importantly, their 
movies do not age well. Marvel can 
afford to ignore all of these legitimate 
criticisms because, at the end of the day, 
they’re cashing checks while viewers 
debate on Twitter.  

Now seems like a good time to re-
mind you that up until three years ago, 
I was one of Marvel’s loyal steeds. Was 
I aware that their movies were super-
ficial? Absolutely. But let’s be honest, 
we’re talking about fictional superhe-
roes. These movies are supposed to be 

fun and light-hearted. No one wants 
to watch a Super Soldier or the God 
of Thunder go through a midlife crisis 
for the sake of character development. 
If you want depth and strife, watch 
literally anything else. However, the 
aforementioned issues are becoming 

hard to ignore and as a supporter, I’m 
concerned with how these films will be 
consumed a decade from now.  

No one is blaming Marvel for sticking 
to what works, but at this point, they’ve 
garnered the reputation, support, and 
resources to try new approaches. The 
formula they’ve been sticking to only 
works for their white male heroes, 
and even those are beginning to feel 
repetitious. “Black Panther” (2018) 
and “Shang-Chi and The Legend of 
the Ten Rings” (2021) were monetarily 

successful, but their rich culture felt 
discordant when paired with tired plot 
formulas. Fans hoped “Black Widow” 
(2021) would’ve paid tribute to Natasha 
Romanoff, but instead received an ori-
gin story for Yelena. “Captain Marvel” 
(2019) performed as expected at the 

box office, but audience members felt 
Brie Larson’s debut as the first female 
superhero lead fell short. Are we notic-
ing a trend? It would appear that Mar-
vel cares more about immediate profit 
rather than sustaining fan loyalty to 
which they owe their success. 

I’m particularly tired of directorial 
voice and creativity taking a backseat 
to slapstick humor and basic plots. As 
a fan, I know that Marvel Studios has 
worked with several different direc-
tors, but it’s not surprising that a lot of 

people assume all twenty-seven mov-
ies were directed by the same person. 
There is no sense of style or flare. It’s 
almost as if Marvel Studios uses the 
same checklist during production be-
fore a given project hits theaters. As for 
the “jokes”? I blame Robert Downey 
Jr. for setting the bar too high because 
it’s become nauseatingly obvious that 
Marvel has been trying to replicate 
that with every film and character and 
it just doesn’t work. The only movie 
that has come remotely close to natural 
delivery and humor is Ant-Man (2015), 
and that’s thanks to Paul Rudd and his 
rewrites to the script.  

“Doctor Strange in the Multiverse 
of Madness” (2022) might look prom-
ising, and it is projected to make just 
as much as, if not more than, “Spider-
man: No Way Home” (2021). But in a 
podcast with Marc Maron, Benedict 
Cumberbatch admitted that at times, 
he wondered if the story was working 
because of all the moving parts and 
characters. The film hits theaters May 
6 of this year, and yes, I will be watch-
ing. I just hope I won’t regret spending 
$14.29 on May 7.  

I’ll end with this: the fact that fans 
still flood theaters for every Marvel 
premiere despite the growing number 
of complaints proves how successful 
the franchise is. Only time will tell how 
long Marvel Studios will remain as one 
of Hollywood’s top production compa-
nies. I just dread the day my kids will 
refuse to watch “Avengers: Age of Ul-
tron” (2015) with me because Marvel 
was, like, so 2025. 

by Pascale Joachim
CONTRIBUTOR
pascale.joachim@uconn.edu

In this article, contributor Pascale Joachim considers the longevity of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
which has enjoyed continued box office success since its inception in 2008. PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

by Maddie Papcun
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu
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Tochi OnyebuchiTochi Onyebuchi talks  talks 
race, writing and ‘Riot race, writing and ‘Riot 

Baby’Baby’

by Abigayl Palmer
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
abigayl.palmer@uconn.edu

The Equity and Social Justice Read-
ing Group wrapped up their short 
speaker series on April 7 with a talk 
from “Riot Baby” author Tochi Onye-
buchi. English students and prospec-
tive educators from the Neag School 
of Education reconvened virtually to 
ask questions about his book and dis-
cuss writing as a person of color.  

Onyebuchi briefl y discussed  the 
relationship between race and writ-
ing. He recounted a year-long stint 
playing the action-adventure video 
game “Sekiro: Shadows Die Twice” 
until he achieved the most coveted 
platinum trophy. Onyebuchi com-
pared the frustration and ceaseless 
defeat that accompanies playing vid-
eo games to what it feels like to write 
about race in America.  

“To have to breathe it, to take the 
clay of it and have to build the castle 
of a compelling narrative out of it. It’s 
despair, so much despair. It’s an im-
possible place to live in. And yet, that 
is what writers of color — what Black 
writers — are so often asked to do.“ 
Onyebuchi said 

Despite the seemingly dominant 
presence of sorrow in literature that 
deals with race, Onyebuchi encourag-
es readers and writers to not let mel-
ancholia become the defi ning charac-
teristic of this genre of text.  

“Perhaps the more revolutionary 
paradigm-shifting act is to locate the 
important elsewhere. To uncouple 
the personally di�  cult from the indi-
vidually rewarding. It doesn’t have to 
hurt to be the right thing,” said Onye-
buchi. “A game can change you with-
out breaking you and so can a book. 

Cover art of Tochi Onyebuchi’s widely acclaimed novel “Riot Baby.” Onyebuchi claims the novel was influ-
enced by non-tradtional sources such as comics and anime. PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON

… Now I’m not saying don’t read my 
books, I’m saying you don’t just have 
to read the tough ones.”  

“Riot Baby” follows magically 
gifted siblings Ella and Kev as they 
grapple with their developing powers 
and the traumas of structural racism. 
Despite the youth of its protagonists, 
“Riot Baby” is the fi rst of Onyebu-
chi's books to not be targeted toward 
a young adult audience. Onyebuchi 
spoke about how he didn't feel the in-
tense nature of  “Riot Baby” could re-
ally fi nd its voice within the confi nes 
of the young adult genre.  

“I don’t know that I’d be able to have 
characters speak the way that they 
speak in the book, were I to have it as 
a young adult work,'' said Onyebuchi. 
“I do think that ‘Riot Baby’ would go 
against that underlying current of op-
timism that I do feel permeates a lot of 
young adult literature, even intense 
young adult literature.” 

When asked about his infl uences 
for “Riot Baby,” Onyebuchi, who is 
a lifelong fan of comics and anime, 
mused about his non-traditional lit-
erary infl uences, as well as the impact 
of contemporary works on future art-
ists.  

“I’m a part of the OG Toonami gen-
eration so I can’t help but have that be 
in my storytelling diet,” said Onyebu-
chi. “I think that’s what’s really cool 
about this generation of creators in 
general …You ask some of these peo-
ple: ‘What’s an example of a perfectly 
told story?’ Some people will say ‘Av-
atar: The Last Airbender!’” 

Tochi Onyebuchi is also helping 
Marvel usher in a brave new era as 
the writer of a new Captain Ameri-
ca series starring Sam Wilson in the 
eponymous role. “Captain America: 
Symbol of Truth” will be released in 

May 2022, and Onyebuchi is excit-
ed to present the world with a Black 
Captain America.  

“The question that I’m going to be 
exploring through ‘Captain Ameri-
ca: Symbol of Truth’ is, what does it 
mean for the rest of the world to have 
a Black Captain America? And that is 
just so dope,” Onyebuchi said. 

The Equity and Social Justice 
Reading group was created by En-
glish professor Jason Courtmanche 
and Ph.D candidate Kiedra Taylor. 
The function of the group is to combat 
and change the pervasively White, 
male-centered curricula which pre-
vents educators from e� ectively 
teaching students about race, equity 
or representation.  

Courtmanche wrote about the need 
for more inclusive texts in schools 
across the state in an Op-Ed for CT 
News Junkie last month. He cites ev-
idence from a survey conducted with 
his colleague Danielle Pieratti on 161 
curricula for University of Connecti-
cut Early College Experience English 
courses. The study found that over 
75% of syllabi texts had a White focus.  

“Even though we have allegedly 
been striving to improve diversity, 
multiculturalism, and pluralism in 
school curricula since at least my 
undergraduate years in the 1980s, 
curricula have actually not changed 
much at all,” Courtmanche wrote. 
“The literary canon is still mostly 
white, mostly male, and mostly dead.” 

While this talk marked the end 
of the short speaker series, you can 
check out their reading lists and 
learn more about how to get in-
volved with the Equity and Social 
Justice Reading Group by visiting 
their page on the Connecticut Writ-
ing Project website.  



Life
Friday, April 8, 2022 • DailyCampus.com06

Let’s Get Lit-erary: How TikTok
sta rted a r e a ding r ev i va l

TikTok has long been a fandom 
lover’s delight. The platform has 
cultivated the creation of Grammy 
award-winning “Uno�  cial Brid-
gerton Musical,” “Ratatouille the 
Musical” and even a “How to Train 
Your Dragon” musical that is in the 
works. Fans have consumed and 
created short-form content on Tik-
Tok, uniting over their fondness 
for all sorts of things, including 
books. 

Thus began BookTok, a sub-
section on TikTok dedicated to all 
things bookish. Content creators 
use the space to joke about reading 
habits, share annotation systems 
and hype up their favorite books. 
Reaching a massive audience of 
primarily young adults, BookTok 
has spurred a reading revival.  

With people’s love for reading 
reignited, there’s been a massive 
infl ux of book sales, both online 
and in stores. Most bookstores 
have capitalized on this, setting 
up BookTok tables and even cre-
ating TikTok pages to advertise 
their store. Books promoted on the 
platform vary; they can be new-
er releases like “The Inheritance 
Games” or even stories that used 
to be popular, such as “Shatter Me” 
or “The Selection.”  

One book revived on BookTok 
was fi rst published nearly a hun-
dred years ago. “Cain’s Jawbone” 
by Edward Powys Mathers was 
released in 1934 as a murder mys-
tery puzzle. The reader is tasked 
with solving six murders, all of 
which are detailed in the novel. 
But the story’s pages are printed 
out of order, so ripping them out 
and rearranging them is the only 
way to crack the case. Those who 
solved it at the time won a cash 
prize. Attempts to tackle the case 
today have been well-documented 
on BookTok and BookTube.  

Most books revived on BookTok 
are young adult, but the platform 
also draws in romance lovers. 
Colleen Hoover is an author who 
has recently been showered with 
praise by the community. Hoover’s 
2016 novel “It Ends with Us” is 
currently being adapted by Justin 
Baldoni and a prequel entitled “It 
Starts with Us” is set to hit shelves 
in October. TikTok is also home 

by Joanne Biju 
STAFF WRITER
joanne.biju@uconn.edu
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to ultra-realistic fan edits; in 2020, 
DracoTok exploded in popularity, 
appealing to book and movie lovers 
alike. Content creators would cos-
play as “Harry Potter” characters, 
inserting themselves into movie 
clips with some editing magic. Es-
sentially, they created fanfi ction 
in video form, and the movement 
grew to the point where actor Tom 
Felton joined the scene to re-engage 
with “Harry Potter” fans.  

Another o� shoot of BookTok is 
WriterTok, which o� ers advice to 
aspiring storytellers. WriterTok 
is also a way to gauge interest and 
develop an audience before one’s 
work is even out. Alex Aster went 
viral for her concept video, where 
she asked people if they would read 
a book about a cursed island that 
appears once every hundred years. 
Making an edit with photos and 
videos that encapsulated the vibe 
of her story, Aster built a lot of hype 
for her upcoming release “Light-
lark.” Though the novel isn’t out 
yet, preorders will likely skyrocket. 

TikTok is also a useful platform 
for established authors. Talking to 
readers through TikTok can be eas-
ier and more enjoyable than relying 
on the more outdated weekly news-
letter. Victoria Aveyard, author of 
“Red Queen” and “Realm Breaker,” 
utilizes TikTok to answer questions 
about her books or writing process, 
vlog her day or even create humor-
ous content. Hank Green and John 
Green also use the platform to talk 
about their experiences as authors, 
though they broke into TikTok 
with very di� erent content. 

The ability to fi nd success on 
BookTok is far more likely than 
growing on BookTube. Short-form 
content is not only easier to make, 
but also easier to consume. Un-
fortunately, that means people on 
BookTok might wind up romanti-
cizing reading, but spend all their 
time watching TikToks instead.  

And while BookTok is a great 
source for recommendations, pop-
ularity is not always the best indi-
cation of a good read. In fact, it may 
lead to overhyping a book before 
you dive in. With unrealistic expec-
tations, any good book can become 
a disappointing read. 

While we should embrace Book-
Tok for its love of literature, don’t 
forget to log o�  and actually give 
your book a read.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON
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Photo of the Day | Black and white photo, black and white cat

Marty, a recently adopted tuxedo cat, sits in the sun’s rays on Tuesday evening, April 4, in Coventry. Marty is a little older than a year. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

On nationalizing oil

This Wednesday, executives 
of six oil companies testified in 
front of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Amid the invasion 
of Ukraine by Russia, these 
companies have been accused of 
taking advantage of the situation 
to profiteer off of the American 
public.  

In my most recent article, I 
discussed the nuances of the re-
cent hike in gas prices. Arguing 
the economic influences in gas 
and oil, I only briefly mentioned 
possible solutions in the market 
notorious for its complexity and 
difficult navigation. 

In particular, the national-
ization of oil and gas was men-
tioned. This would mean that 
oil and gas, a privately owned 
and operated resource, would be 
converted to a public utility. In-
stead of market forces dictating 
the direction of oil and gas, this 
utility would be dictated by the 
democratic process and govern-
ment policy. In other words, the 
private element of oil would be 
removed and gas and oil would 
be directed through the state 
rather than corporations.  

Germany has announced its 
plan to nationalize Russian oil 
units within Germany after rec-
ognizing the overwhelming im-
portance of oil in an economy, 
and the negative impacts it has 
during crises.      

Many wince at even the 
thought of government involve-
ment, especially those who align 
themselves with the far right on 
the political scale. Guiding prin-
ciples of free trade and religious 
reliance on the free market can 
repel one away from the concept 
of nationalization. Though this 
economic philosophy does have 
precedence, one should be open 
to the role of the government in 
the economy. Instead of indulg-
ing in platitudes along the lines 
of “the freer the market the fre-
er the people” or citing George 
Orwell’s book “1984,” I suggest 
careful consideration in an eco-
nomic policy with realistic po-
tential. 

The invasion into Ukraine has 
once again brought energy com-
panies into the spotlight. Amer-
ican consumers are well aware 
of the convulsions of gas pric-
es. Recently reaching abnormal 
highs, and during the pandemic 
reaching record lows, the role of 
gas and oil is being heavily ques-
tioned.  

The pandemic saw oil crash to 
the point where crude oil pric-
es were negative, meaning that 

sellers had been paying buyers 
to buy their oil stock. A govern-
ment buyout had often been sug-
gested during this period, and 
has been the most recent signifi-
er towards nationalization.  

Though legal architecture 
exists to take control of the oil 
industry via eminent domain, 
this may prove too extreme and 
controversial. Leveraging em-
inent domain will create large 
disruptions in oil and gas and 
will disorganize the system of 
production. Most likely a nation-
alization of oil will manifest in a 
buyout of ownership in oil and 
gas companies. The government 
does not need to seek 100% equi-
ty, as even a 51% ownership gives 
it enough power to direct the in-
dustry.  

Of course, one cannot forget 
the workers in this industry. An 
important driving force behind 
nationalization is the phasing 
out from fossil fuels to green 
energy, namely nuclear. It is un-
clear whether the market can 
successfully guide us into a fu-
ture without environmental ca-
tastrophe.   

Oil companies currently plan 
to seek investment security rath-
er than growth. I will invoke the 
same question again that I had 
last time: why should oil pro-
duction rely on the confidence of 
investors? Regarding the recent 
market movements of oil and 
gas, and especially the continu-
ous threat of environmental de-
struction, much doubt is sowed 
into free market theory in rela-
tion to oil. Consumers are only 
making their purchasing deci-
sions based on their daily needs 
without considering the large 
scale effects of not only fossil 
fuel consumption but environ-
mental impacts in all spending 
habits. 

To suggest simple government 
regulation does not suffice. Oil 
must be produced in national 
interests and must be emanci-
pated from the business model. 
It is time to consider promoting 
oil into the collective interests of 
American citizens.

by Keegan Reck
CONTRIBUTOR
keegan.reck@uconn.edu
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ACROSS
1 Reminder 

trademark
7 1994 National 

Women’s Hall of 
Fame inductee

12 One having a ball
15 Kia model
16 Magna cum __
17 Get rid of
18 Bracketology 

event (Cambridge)
20 Narrow waterway
21 Soup served with 

chopsticks
22 Chill-inducing
23 Sensed
24 Series that 

included Bugs 
and Daffy 
(Augusta)

29 Paso __, Calif.
31 Radamès’ love
32 Texter’s “But ... ”
33 Lured
36 Frat letter
39 Risky operations 

often with code 
names (Ann 
Arbor)

43 Tire pressure fig.
44 12-step offshoot
45 A, B or C, but not 

X, Y or Z
46 Move like water
47 Acted as an 

informant, in 
Ipswich

49 Science class 
visual aid (Joplin)

55 Second word of 
many limericks

56 “Cheers” server
57 More than -er
60 Pot part
61 Country leaders, 

and along 
with names in 
parentheses, a 
hint to 18-, 24-, 
39- and 49-Across

65 Group of scenes
66 Triumphant cry
67 Anti-anxiety med
68 Gun, as an 

engine
69 Player in 

18-Across
70 Firmly held ideas

DOWN
1 Fanfare
2 Large deep-water 

fish

3 The Blue Fairy 
helped Pinocchio 
escape from him, 
in the Disney film

4 Eye twitch, maybe
5 Arrival cry
6 They might hold 

chairs at a circus
7 iHeartRadio fare
8 “The Hunger 

Games” land
9 French way

10 Some taxi toppers
11 Fellows
12 “__ say it?”
13 Banish
14 Rhythms
19 NFL’s Cardinals, 

on scoreboards
23 OTC watchdog
25 K-12, in brief
26 __ kitchen
27 “Balderdash!”
28 Numbers with a 

colon
29 Lopsided win
30 Publisher 

Chandler
33 Game delay 

cause
34 Writer Rand
35 “If u ask me ... ”
36 Said goodbye to, 

with “of”
37 Part of a pot

38 Exploited
40 Locker room 

powder
41 MLB family name
42 About
46 Charge
47 Milk for losers
48 Carol opener
49 It might be 

crowned
50 Cooled by rocks, 

in a way
51 High-def screen

52 Flummox
53 Choral platform
54 World leader with 

a distinctive suit
58 Assists, e.g.
59 Till stack
61 Brand with a 

Grabbin’ Grape 
flavor

62 Laundry brand
63 Mo. named for an 

emperor
64 Pewter, mostly

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Bruce Haight 4/7/22
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

4/7/22

Crossword

Oil must be 
produced in national 

interests and must 
be emancipated 

from the business 
model. It is time to 

consider promoting 
oil into the collective 

interests of American 
citizens.
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Witt a debut! Royals rookie stars in 3-1 win over Guardians
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Bobby Witt Jr. searched the crowd 
for his family before his high-
ly anticipated big league debut 
Thursday, finally spotting them in 
the sea of Kansas City Royals fans 
that had bundled up for a blustery 
opening day.

“I don’t know if they were even 
paying attention to me,” Witt ad-
mitted later.

Everyone was paying attention 
to him by the end.

After going hitless in his first 
three at-bats, Witt roped a double 
down the left-field line with two 
outs in the eighth inning, spur-
ring the Royals to a 3-1 victory 
over the rechristened Cleveland 
Guardians.

“You couldn’t have scripted that 
any better,” Royals manager Mike 
Matheny said with a grin. “This 
isn’t one he’s going to forget, and 
I probably won’t, either.”

In a matchup of former Cy 
Young Award winners, Cleve-
land ace Shane Bieber and erst-
while Royals star Zach Greinke 
dueled to a 1-all stalemate before 
turning the game over to the 
bullpens on a cold day at Kauff-
man Stadium.

It remained tied until the 
eighth, when the Royals’ Michael 
Taylor worked a walk off Tris-
ton McKenzie (0-1) and then took 
second on Nicky Lopez’s sacrifice 
bunt. McKenzie struck out Whit 
Merrifield before Witt, regarded 
by many as the No. 1 prospect in 
the game, doubled down the left-
field line to give Kansas City its 
first lead.

“I could kind of see it coming 
a little bit with the way the game 
was going,” said Greinke, who 
signed a one-year deal to return to 
the club that drafted him 20 years 
ago. “It felt like it was going to be a 
special day.”

Andrew Benintendi drove in 
Witt, giving Royals reliever Scott 
Barlow (1-0) a cushion. And after 

a perfect eighth, Barlow struck 
out Myles Straw with runners on 
the corners in the ninth to end it.

Lopez also drove in a run for 
Kansas City, while Jose Ramirez 
had an RBI double for the Guard-
ians a day after agreeing to a $124 
million, five-year deal to stay with 
Cleveland through what could be 
the end of his career.

Plenty of famous fans braved 
wintry weather to enjoy opening 
day.

Several members of the Kansas 
City Chiefs, including coach Andy 
Reid, dressed up in Royals gear. 
So did members of the Kansas 
basketball team, which beat North 
Carolina in the national title game 
Monday night in New Orleans.

It was 47 degrees at first pitch, 
and a gale blowing out to right 
field made if seem even colder. 
Then there was the off-and-on 
drizzle that turned to shooting 
pellets of ice during the nation-
al anthem, which probably made 
everybody stuck wearing a jer-
sey long for the sun and warmth 
of Arizona spring training.

“The weather was not fun for 
anybody,” Guardians manager 
Terry Francona said.

Greinke didn’t seem to mind. 
He wore short sleeves for his first 
start in a Kansas City uniform 
since Sept. 30, 2010.

He didn’t have the same domi-
nant fastball that he had in 2009, 
when he won the Cy Young, but 
he made up for it with the wis-
dom of 18 years in the big leagues 
— and a beguiling 69 mph curve-
ball. Greinke made it through 5 
2/3 innings, allowing one run on 
five hits and a walk while strik-
ing out one, then got a standing 
ovation from the crowd.

“He just knows how to pitch,” 
Francona said.

Bieber, whose Cy Young came 11 
years after Greinke won his, was 
nearly as good. He allowed one 
run on three hits in 4 2/3 innings 

for Cleveland, which played with 
a new name for the first time since 
1915.

Both of the staff aces were gone 
by the time Witt came to bat in 
the eighth inning, though. They 
were reduced to fans just like 
everyone else, watching in rapt 
attention as one of the game’s 
bright young stars stepped to the 
plate.

“I was going nuts. I jumped 
over the (dugout) railing,” Lo-
pez said. “He’s ready for this 
moment. The Royals know he’s 
ready for this moment. We all 
know he’s ready for this mo-
ment.”

HONORING ART

The Royals honored longtime scout 
Art Stewart, who spent 69 years in 
professional baseball, with members 
of his family throwing out first pitch-
es to George Brett and Mike Sweeney. 
Stewart died in November at the age 
of 94.

MONEY BALLERS

The Guardians announced 
their $20 million, five-year 
contract with closer Emmanu-
el Clase, which was agreed to 
over the weekend. They have 
yet to announce their deal with 

Ramirez because several details 
are still being finalized.

TRAINER’S ROOM

The Guardians placed OF Josh 
Naylor on the injured list as he works 
his way back from a fractured leg. C 
Luke Maile (right hamstring strain) 
and right-hander James Karinchak 
(back strained) joined him there.

UP NEXT

After taking Friday off, the se-
ries resumes Saturday with Cleve-
land RHP Zach Plesac against 
Royals RHP Brad Keller.

Kansas City Royals’ Bobby Witt Jr. is doused with ice by Nicky Lopez, left, and Whit Merrifield, behind, after 
they beat the Cleveland Guardians in a baseball game, Thursday, April 7, 2022 in Kansas City, Mo. PHOTO BY 
REED HOFFMAN/AP

Kelly on leaving Irish for LSU: ‘We were on different paths’
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) 

— On the first floor of the LSU 
Football Operations Center, left 
of the front desk, is the perfor-
mance nutrition center.

With high ceilings and a wall of 
windows brightening the space, 
the dining hall seats 170 people 
and serves meals day and night, 
often including Louisiana sta-
ples such as etouffee and gum-
bo. Players don’t need to leave 
the building for a freshly cooked 
meal before or after practice.

If you want to know why Bri-
an Kelly left Notre Dame after 12 
years spent leading college foot-
ball’s most storied program to 
become the coach at LSU, the an-
swer in part lies in one of the nic-
est cafeterias in college sports.

“It’s been awesome because 
you’ve got incredible facilities, 
you’ve got players that want to 
be great,” Kelly told The Associ-
ated Press on the eve of his first 
spring practice at LSU. “I want 
to be in an environment where 
I have the resources to win a 

national championship. And I 
came down here because I want 
to be in the American League 
East.”

Kelly’s move to the daunting 
SEC West was abrupt and his 
departure from Notre Dame was 
easily the most stunning move of 
a wild 2021-22 hiring cycle that 
included coaching changes at 
Southern California, Oklahoma, 
Florida, Miami and Oregon.

Nine weeks after becoming the 
winningest coach the Fighting 
Irish have ever had, Kelly left 
behind the Golden Dome and 
Touchdown Jesus for Mike the 
Tiger and Mardi Gras to chase 
the one prize that has eluded him 
in a Hall of Fame-worthy career.

A display case on the coffee ta-
ble in Kelly’s office is filled with 
big, shiny rings from his stints at 
Division II Grand Valley State, 
Central Michigan, Cincinnati 
and Notre Dame. Rings for major 
bowl games, conference champi-
onships, unbeaten regular sea-
sons, playoff appearances and 

two D-II national titles.
All that is missing for the 

60-year-old Kelly is a nation-
al championship at the highest 
level of college football. LSU has 
won three in the past 19 years, 
the last two with coaches whose 
credentials pale in comparison 
to Kelly’s.

Kelly insists Notre Dame can 
again win it all and he was pre-
pared to spend the rest of his 
career in pursuit of that goal in 
South Bend, Indiana. He and is 
wife, Paqui, had just built a “for-
ever home” a few blocks from 
campus on Notre Dame Avenue.

At LSU, the roof has already 
been raised.

“I felt like I did everything that 
I could at Notre Dame and they 
felt like they did everything they 
could for me,” Kelly said. “I felt 
like we had both got to a point 
where this is what they could do, 
right? This is what I did. And we 
couldn’t get past that. OK? And 
so here we are.”

The whirlwind courtship of 
Kelly by LSU took place over the 
course of about 10 days that in-
cluded Thanksgiving weekend. 
Kelly, through his representa-
tives, made several requests for 
additional resources and im-
provements at Notre Dame.

“I felt like that what I was 
looking for was student-athlete 
centered. And I was pushing 
for more for the student-athlete. 
And I wanted to see that piece. 
And we didn’t seem to be on the 
same path as to how that was go-
ing to get accomplished,” Kelly 
said.

Among the items Kelly was 
pushing? A chef dedicated to the 
football program and a new fa-
cility to replace the Guglielmino 
Athletics Complex, which cur-
rently houses the football team 
and does not have a dining hall.

“We don’t have that,” Kelly 
said of LSU’s nutrition center, 
reflexively referring to Notre 
Dame as we. “We hand out food. 
That’s precooked.”

Kelly’s request for a new fa-
cility was not new: “I mean, and 
that’s something that has been 
on the books since 2016.”

Notre Dame athletic direc-
tor Jack Swarbrick declined a 
request for comment from The 
Associated Press for this story. 
He has said publicly that Notre 
Dame, which has an endowment 
of some $20 billion, is in need of 
an upgraded football facility.

“We’re trying to nail down 
what this might look like phased 
in over time to give us what we 
need in the facility,” he told the 
South Bend Tribune last year.

The university had approved a 
new chef for football, a person fa-
miliar with the correspondence 
and conversations between Kel-
ly, his representatives and No-
tre Dame last fall told the AP on 
condition of anonymity because 
the discussions were private.

But how quickly a new and 
improved football facility could 
become a reality at Notre Dame 
remains unsettled. And so Kel-
ly, with the Fighting Irish still 
in contention for a playoff spot, 
accepted LSU athletic director 
Scott Woodward’s offer of a 10-
year, $95 million contract to head 
south.

“I loved my time at Notre 
Dame,” Kelly said. “We were on 
different paths and that’s fine. 
I’m fine with that.”

Woodward has built a repu-
tation for splashy hires during 
stints at Washington (Chris Pe-
tersen), Texas A&M ( Jimbo Fish-
er) and now LSU. He pitched Kel-
ly with a pledge of support and 
alignment at LSU from the uni-
versity president on down, but 
said he didn’t need to convince 
Kelly that LSU could better pro-
vide a smoother and more direct 
path to a national championship.

“He had done the homework 
and I didn’t have to sell,” Wood-
ward said. “He knew the answer 
to the question.”

The biggest difference between 
Kelly’s new job and the old one 
is something Notre Dame could 
never replicate. Much like real 
estate, success in college foot-
ball often comes down to three 
things: Location, location, loca-
tion.

Notre Dame relies on a nation-
al recruiting plan, more so than 

any other successful program.
“I’m gone for six weeks at No-

tre Dame,” Kelly said. “From 
L.A. to New Jersey to Texas to 
wherever.”

Now he can jump in his new 
Tesla Model X Plaid and drive a 
few hours in any direction to re-
cruit blue-chip prospects.

LSU is the lone Power Five 
school in a state that has 17 of the 
top 400 recruits in 247 Sports’ 
current rankings for 2023. By 
comparison, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan and Ohio have a total 
of 26. Baton Rouge is also a four-
hour drive from Houston, one of 
the most talent-rich metro areas 
in the country.

On a sunny spring day in Baton 
Rouge, Kelly stood on the balco-
ny off his office, pointed out his 
cool new ride in the parking lot 
below and chuckled about how it 
can go more than 130 mph — as if 
he would ever need that.

He said he is not concerned 
about being poked fun of for 
dancing with recruits or that he 
seemed to suddenly develop a 
Southern accent after he was in-
troduced as LSU’s coach.

Getting to know Louisiana cul-
ture has been a blast for the Mas-
sachusetts native, though he said 
the rich food is going challenge 
his ability to stay fit. He was 
pleasantly surprised to find out 
LSU closes for Mardi Gras and 
that floats use a road outside his 
office to access a parade route.

“So you got floats going by for 
three days,” he said. “I’m like, 
this is different.”

Later, Kelly zipped over to 
Tiger Stadium in the Tesla for 
a news conference to preview 
spring football. The Lawton 
Room is not all that dissimi-
lar from the Isban Auditorium 
where his weekly media avail-
abilities were held at Notre 
Dame. Theater seating. A podi-
um set up in front of the room.

Kelly stood in front of a purple 
backdrop with rows of the gold 
LSU logo and took questions for 
about 25 minutes. High up on the 
walls that frame the stage are 
two huge tiger heads.

This is certainly different.
LSU head coach Brian Kelly watches during LSU Pro Day in Baton 
Rouge, La., Wednesday, April 6, 2022. PHOTO BY GERALD HERBERT/AP
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Photo of the Day | We love you, Dorka

UConn women’s basketball forward Dorka Juhász (14) goes up for a layup during a game where the Huskies put on a dominant display in the first round of the NCAA March Madness 
tournament against the Mercer Bears on March 19, 2022 at Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn. Juhász broke her wrist soon after during the Huskies’ Final Four matchup against Stan-
ford, but announced that she will be back at UConn next season. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Tennis: Huskies end their slide heading into weekend meets
by Ajeeth Vellore
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ajeeth.vellore@uconn.edu

Saturday morning on March 27, 2022, the UConn’s women’s tennis team faces The Army West Point women’s 
team. The Huskies won 7-0 to capture their third straight win. PHOTO BY ANDREW KOTAIT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

BEHIND THE BALLOT, cont. from p. 11

After a five-meet losing streak, 
the UConn women’s tennis team 
defeated Providence College 
Wednesday afternoon by a 4-3 fi-
nal. Two weeks of losing finally 
got to the team, and they broke 
out of their funk with a narrow 
win against the Friars in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island. 

The Huskies got their momen-
tum early, taking the doubles 
point thanks to outstanding per-
formances from both the pairings 
of Caroline Cook with Denise 
Lai and Isabel Petri Bere with 
Doga Selen Takunyaci, as they 
combined to only lose one game. 
The team would follow that by 
battling hard in singles, split-
ting matches 3-3. Petri Bere and 
Takunyaci took home victories, 
just as they did in doubles, as 
well as Aleksandra Karamyshev. 
Though the matches were close 
and well-fought, their opponents 
went down in two sets, proving 
that they were dominant when it 
came time to close out victories.  

“This was a nice win over 
a conference opponent,” said 
Glenn Marshall, the director 
of tennis at UConn. “PC played 
tough and fought hard all the 
way up until the end. I was 
pleased with the result and the 
team’s effort today.” 

Having found their footing 

again, the Huskies look to meet 
their opponents this weekend 
with as much as they did against 
Providence. The first matchup of 
their road trip is against George-
town University in Washington, 
D.C. The Hoyas have had a rough 
start to the season, coming into 
the meet with a 6-12 overall re-
cord and a 2-3 record against 
Big East opponents. Don’t let the 
record fool you, though: after 
starting the season on a nine-
meet skid, Georgetown has put 
together a much better 6-3 mark 
since, including a 7-0 drubbing 
of the very same Providence Col-
lege team that UConn had some 
difficulty with. Most recently, 
Georgetown lost to Towson Uni-
versity in a nailbiter 3-4, where 
it was edged by the Tigers on 
the singles side of the day. When 
UConn and Georgetown meet 
this Saturday at 11 a.m., it will 
likely be a tough matchup. 

The second of the Huskies’ 
rivals this weekend is Villano-
va University, as UConn will be 
traveling from DC to Villano-
va, Pennsylvania to face yet an-
other Big East foe. ‘Nova comes 
into Sunday’s meeting with a 3-7 
overall record and a 1-1 Big East 
record, not having too much suc-
cess during the 2022 calendar 
year. The Wildcats also started 
the year cold, losing their first 
seven meets, but have not made 
up for that nearly as much as the 
Hoyas did their losing streak, 

only going 3-2 since. Most recent-
ly, they faced St. Joseph’s Univer-
sity this past Tuesday, claiming 
victory in a narrow 4-3 fashion. 
This will likely be the easier 
meet of the road trip, but don’t 
underestimate a team starved of 
winning: it usually has the most 

to play for after not meeting ex-
pectations three-quarters of the 
way into the season. 

These two meets should prove 
valuable in the long run for the 
UConn women, as the contests 
will act as tests to see how much 
further the team has come since 

the beginning of the streak of 
losing they recently went on. 
Though the Huskies sit at a .500 
record, they all are, as Director 
Marshal put it: “Looking for-
ward to the weekend at George-
town and Villanova for two more 
conference matches.”

The UConn women’s basketball celebrates during the first round NCAA March Madness matchup against the Mercer Bears. The team will hope 
to build off of their success of this year when they take the court again next season. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Stratton’s Picks
The Tigers proved that they be-

long securely in the top 25, even 
though they failed to win multiple 
games. 

UCONN 

No. 2 UConn — The Huskies are 
a funny case in this tournament, 
as their run felt like both a disap-
pointment and a success. Looking 
at the way UConn’s year went, with 
Bueckers, Fudd, Williams, Juhasz, 
Nelson-Ododa and Ducharme all 
missing time, the fact that this team 
made it as far as the title is incred-
ible. Even though the only missing 
player by the end of the season was 
Juhasz (and Griffin, depending on 
how you look), it was a trying at-
tempt. The disappointment comes 
in the fact that it’s championship or 
bust at UConn. And this was a bust. 
There’s no reason why we shouldn’t 
see the Huskies right back here 
next year though with their great 
recruiting class and developed 
sophomores and juniors. 
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WLAX: Huskies will see true test of strength in road 
matchup with Denver
by Evan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

No. 19 University of Connecticut 
opened its season at a 1-1 record, and 
little did anyone know that the team 
would be entering early April as a win-
ner of nine straight games, an all-time 
mark for the Huskies. 

Yet on Saturday, that’s exactly the 
case. Now, the Huskies are entering 
their toughest matchup of the season 

with a road game almost 2,000 miles 
away from Storrs. It’s certainly been a 
contest that’s been circled on the calen-
dar since the beginning of the season. 

Their opponent? The University of 
Denver, which stands with just a single 
loss to the No. 2 Boston College Eagles, 
making it one of the premier teams to 
beat in women’s lacrosse. There is in-
deed a reason that the Pioneers stand 
at No. 10 in the entire country accord-
ing to USA Lacrosse magazine. They 

boast a 6-0 all-time record against the 
Huskies.  

The Pioneers’ season has been filled 
with impressive wins over several top 
teams. Whether it was ranked pro-
grams like Stanford, Vanderbilt or 

Michigan, the team took care of busi-
ness. Those wins are no easy task and 
exemplify why Denver is the toughest 
opponent that the Huskies will have 
played to date this season. 

If you need to score and you’re Den-

ver women’s lacrosse head coach Liza 
Kelly, your main option is undoubtedly 
graduate Bea Behrins. She’s been un-
stoppable this season with plenty of 
impeccable performances including 
her last matchup against Butler that 

included seven goals in a 17-8 Denver 
win. She’s also ranked No. 14 across the 
sport in total goals scored. Behrins is a 
main target for the Huskies to look out 
on Saturday. 

There’s plenty more to the Pioneers 
than just Behrins. From freshman 
Lauren Black to junior Julia Gilbert, 
this team can score effortlessly. With 
the team’s mark of excellence on 
the scoring end, that puts a massive 
amount of pressure for senior Landyn 
White to bring her A game. 

While the Huskies were able to win a 
close home matchup in their last game 
against Marquette in their first Big 
East action of the season, it was a shaky 
second half for White, who allowed 13 
goals in the second half alone after giv-
ing up just 2 goals in the first half. She’ll 
need to shake off the performance and 
play her best for the Huskies the best 
shot possible at winning on Saturday. 

Along with a dominant perfor-
mance from White, UConn will need 
to continue to be aggressive on offense. 
UConn juniors Kate Shaffer, Sydney 
Watson and Lia LaPrise prove that 
UConn won’t go down easily when this 
offense is rolling.  

It is sure to be a blockbuster Big East 
matchup for both programs. It will 
also be the inaugural pride game for 
Denver. The game will start at 2 p.m. 
EST and will be streamed via Denver’s 
website. 

The UConn women’s lacrosse team narrowly defeats Marquette, capturing a 18-15 win on April 2, 2022 in 
Morrone Stadium in Storrs, Conn. This victory added to the Huskies win streak, extending it to nine in a 
row. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Now, the 
Huskies are 

entering their 
toughest 

matchup of the 
season.

Fencing: UConn heads to Providence for second 
nationals appearance
by Sam Zelin
STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

After two years of not being 
able to compete due to COVID-19, 
UConn fencing is finally getting its 
second crack at the United States 
Association of Collegiate Fencing 
Clubs’ national championship. 

UConn will be competing 
against 38 other college teams 

from around the country, includ-
ing all three of the top-3 finishers 
from 2019: Michigan, Navy and 
Florida. 

The two-day event will feature 
multiple different formats as the 
tournament progresses. Start-
ing off, Saturday will resemble 
the format of the New England 
Intercollegiate Fencing Confer-
ence Championship that UConn 
participated in back in Febru-

ary. Split into pools of three, each 
school will fence about 12 other 
schools in a round-robin, where 
each team has a designated A 
strip, B strip and C strip fencer. 
Each A will fence all the other As, 
each B will fence all the other Bs 
and each C will fence all the other 
Cs, and a team will be considered 
to have won a 1-on-1 matchup if 
two out of three of their fencers 
defeat another team’s fencers. 

After the round-robin stage 
concludes, the rest of Saturday 
will be devoted to an individu-
al bracket of 16 fencers. The top 
eight A strip fencers, the top five 
B strip fencers and the top three 
C strip fencers will be selected to 
compete in this round. 

On Sunday, the top-32 squads 
for each weapon, based on 
round-robin performance, will 
be seeded into a team bracket. 
Each squad will fence for every 
position, meaning that every 
team will fence a total of five 
rounds on the day. At the end, 
a champion will be crowned for 
each event. 

Here are the six squads UConn 
is sending to the event: 

Women’s Foil: 

Sneha Kumar - A 

Kathryn Atkinson - B 

Julia Luscomb - C 

Sally Dai - Alternate 
 

Men’s Foil: 

Xavier Braun - A

Phil Nicopoulos - B 

Josh Liefeld - C 

Finn Byrne - Alternate 

Women’s Epee: 

Grace McFadden - A 

Lela Romeo - B 

Kelly Yeung - C 

Men’s Epee: 

Edward Russell - A 

Chris Pedersen - B 

Sam Zelin - C 

Adin Jennings - Alternate 

Women’s Sabre: 

Alex Boutin - A 

Sarah Pasqualetti - B 

Anna Thai - C 

Men’s Sabre: 

Alan Fotiyev - A 

Ruiwen Lin - B 

Nick Rossiter - C 

Only one fencer on the roster was 
on the team the last time UConn 
competed at nationals, and that is 
former president Sarah Pasqualetti, 
now a graduate student, who 
switched from foil to sabre this year. 

On the subject of the 2019 nation-
als, UConn looks to improve across 
the board on its results this year. 
Here’s how the team did then: 

Women’s foil finished 26th out of 
28 in the round-robin, then slight-
ly improved to 25th in the Sunday 
Bracket. 

Men’s foil, UConn’s strongest 
squad at the time, came out of the 
round-robin in eighth, and proceed-
ed to take seventh in the bracket. 
Also, B strip Adam Boislard (cur-
rently head coach of the team) and 
C strip Ohm Patel qualified for the 
individual round. 

Women’s epee did not field a 
squad for 2019, so McFadden, Ro-
meo and Yeung will represent the 
squad in its first nationals. 

Men’s epee did compete, exiting 
the round-robin stage in 18th, only 
to fall all the way to 32nd on Sunday. 

Women’s sabre faced a similar 
fate to men’s epee, as they finished 
26th out of 26 in round-robin com-
petition, and stayed at 26th for the 
bracket. 

Lastly, men’s sabre finished 16th 
on Saturday, with C strip Gabe Loza-
da-Rodriguez qualifying for the in-
dividual round, and the squad end-
ed up finishing 25th out of 32 in the 
team bracket. 

All the action will take place on 
April 9 and 10, with results post-
ed on USACFC’s website.

UConn women’s foil fencers Sally Dai, Julia Luscomb, Sneha Kumar 
and Kathryn Atkinson pose for a photo at the New England Intercol-
legiate Fencing Conference Championships on Feb. 26, 2022. PHOTO 
COURTESY OF DAN SCHURK

Behind the Ballot: 
South Carolina emerges victorious with wire-to-wire season

Welcome back to my weekly col-
umn, “Behind the Ballot,” where I 
will share my Top 25 women’s bas-
ketball rankings that I submitted to 
be included in the Student Media 
Poll. The SMP is a weekly basketball 
poll, voted on by student journalists 
from a variety of different college 
newspapers around the country, 
and I am fortunate enough to serve 
as a women’s basketball voter. I look 
at previous rankings and games 
from the past week to determine my 
weekly ballot. This is the last edition 
of the year with the season coming 
to a close. Let’s take a look at my 
rankings here, with my methodol-
ogy heavily based on tournament 
success:  

1. South Carolina 
2. UConn 

3. Stanford 
4. Louisville 
5. NC State 

6. Texas 
7. Michigan 
8. Creighton 

9. Indiana 
10. Maryland 
11. Iowa State 

12. Baylor 
13. Tennessee 

14. North Carolina 
15. Notre Dame 
16. Ohio State 

17. LSU 
18. South Dakota 

19. Princeton 
20. Villanova 

21. Iowa 
22. Oklahoma 

23. Arizona 
24. UCF

25. FGCU 

NOTABLE PERFORMERS 
No. 1 South Carolina – As wom-

en’s basketball gets deeper and 
more parity develops, it becomes 
increasingly difficult to go wire to 
wire as No. 1. However, the Game-
cocks were able to do so, demon-
strating their dominance when 
the games counted, particularly in 
the championship game against 
UConn. A 26-point performance 
and defensive masterpiece by De-
stanni Henderson helped squash 
the Huskies’ hopes and secure the 
title. Having USC as the No. 1 team 
was a complete no-brainer, with its 
only two losses coming in games 
that didn’t really matter that much. 
Kudos to the Gamecocks and their 
dominant season. 

No. 8 Creighton – If you hadn’t 
watched Creighton this year, its 
Elite Eight run probably surprised 
you, but the team’s poise and per-

formance during the tournament 
was no surprise to anyone in the Big 
East. The win over Colorado wasn’t 
too shocking, but when the Blue-
jays played champion dark horse 
Iowa in the second round, nobody 
expected them to win. They grew 
a lead and although they eventual-
ly blew it, they kept their compo-
sure and won the game, thanks to 
a Lauren Jensen dagger. Then they 
Creighton beat Iowa state in con-
vincing fashion before losing big to 
eventual champions USC. This is a 
season that the Bluejays should be 
more than proud of.  

No. 12 Baylor — A team that 
should be embarrassed about the 
way its season ended is Baylor, af-
ter being completely punked in the 
round of 32 on its home court. Af-
ter whacking No. 15 seed Hawaii by 
40, the Bears laid a complete egg at 
home, losing to No. 10 seed South 

Dakota by 14. Baylor, which had 
been a consistent top 10 team for the 
entire season lost the first quarter 
16-4 and was never quite able to re-
cover. Given how positive the Bears’ 
first season in the post-Mulkey era 
was, this was a really disappointing 
way to end it. 

No. 19 Princeton — Another team 
that showed that it was for real? 
The Princeton Tigers, who after be-
ing underrated all season, showed 
the world that they mean business. 
After breezing through the entire 
Ivy League, the Tigers beat SEC 
champs and No. 6 seed Kentucky 
in a tight game that they ran away 
with at the end. In the next game, 
Princeton essentially blew a chance 
to send the contest with Indiana to 
overtime, with Kaitlyn Chen turn-
ing the ball over while down two. 

See STRATTON’S PICKS, p. 11

by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu
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No. 25 #HookC opens BIG EAST play at 
Elliot! #UConnNation time to make Elliot 
rock!
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Jeff Howell 
@CoachJ_Eagles
Not a bad start to the day when you 
and your wife run into 2021 NCAA 
Women’s Basketball Player of the 
Year Paige Bueckers on the elevator 
after breakfast. Good luck, Paige! 

UConn Men’s Basketball
@UConnMBB
Happy birthday @Tyler_polleyyy!

#ThisIsUConn | #BleedBlue
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UPCOMING GAMES

Baseball: Huskies dominate CCSU, Merrimack for win 
streak ahead of St. John’s series
by Taylor Coonan
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu

No. 25 UConn had a strong 
bounce back to the winning dugout 
this week, beating Central Connecti-
cut State University on Tuesday and 
then Merrimack College on Wednes-
day. Last weekend, the Hook C won 
the series over Kent State University 
but lost the series finale on Sunday.  

The Huskies returned to Elliot 
Ballpark and made their presence in 
Storrs loud and clear with a 25-6 win 
over the CCSU Blue Devils Tues-
day afternoon. Going into the game, 
Central Connecticut was 11-8 on its 
season and the Blue Devils compete 
in the Northeast Conference.  

Although UConn was the definite 
winner at the end of eight innings, 
Central Connecticut dominated the 
first inning. With a double, a fly ball 
and a single, CCSU was up 4-0 go-
ing into the bottom of the first. By 
the end of the inning, UConn gave 
Central Connecticut a run for its 
money with three runs before the 
start of the second inning. Off of a 
single from Ben Huber, both Bryan 
Padilla and Casey Dana came home. 
After making it on base, Huber also 
pushed Zach Bushling to another 
tally.  

CCSU was silent for the second 
and third innings at bat, and it was 
UConn’s game from then on.  

In the second inning, David Smith 
singled to bring Kevin Ferrer in be-
fore it was Smith’s turn to hit home 
base off of another single from Pa-
dilla. This put UConn in the lead at 
5-4, but the best was yet to come for 
the Huskies.  

With Erik Stock making his way 
to the baselines, Dana’s double led 
him to third base and Padilla home. 
For the exclamation point on the in-

credible early scoring streak, Bush-
ling was up again and hit a home 
run for a 9-4 game.  

While the second inning was a 
tough act to follow, T.C. Simmons 
did his best in the third with a strong 
homer to bring the Huskies’ lead up 
and the score to 10-4.  

Central Connecticut attempted 
to make a comeback in the fourth 
inning, but could only produce 
two more runs. In the same inning, 
UConn rounded the bases five more 
times, and the Blue Devils could 
not keep up. Singles from Dana and 
Smith contributed to runs, with 
Smith’s advancement amounting 
to two more scores for the Hook C. 
Simmons still had a hot bat and sent 
the ball far enough out for a triple, 
allowing Smith and Ferrer to make 
it a 15-6 game.  

Up by nine, the Huskies weren’t 
even close to proving themselves to 
the Blue Devils. CCSU went score-
less in the fifth inning, but that 
didn’t mean UConn needed to fol-
low suit. In a statement hit, Bushling 
slammed a homerun, bringing Dana 
and Stock home with him as well 
as the score up to 18-6 before both 
teams were dormant in the sixth in-
ning.  

The seventh inning was UConn’s 
final act, scoring six more runs for 
an eventual 25 on the day. This was 
the result of getting on base through 
hitting many singles and keeping the 
cycle going for the lineup. In classic 
Simmons-fashion, T.C. hit another 
triple at the bottom of the eighth to 
officially call game at 25-6.  

Luckily for the Hook C, the bats 
continued to fly the next day when 
the team welcomed Merrimack Col-
lege to Elliot Ballpark. Also a mem-
ber of the Northeast Conference, 
the Warriors came to Storrs with an 
8-15-1 record so far in its season.  

UConn struck first on Wednesday 
and did so loudly. Stock hit a homer-
un to right field and with Padilla al-
ready on base, the Huskies were up 
by two runs. Merrimack answered 
with a fly ball capitalized into a scor-
ing opportunity and found itself on 
the board, but behind by one mark.  

Looking to maintain their lead at 
the bottom of the second, the Hus-
kies were good for three more visits 

to home plate. A Matt Donlan single 
brought in Huber, and Stock made 
use of a throwing error by the War-
riors to generate two more scores 
complimentary of Matt Garbowski 
and Donlan to make it 5-1.  

As if it was déjà vu, Bushling 
broke the silence of the third inning 
with another homerun for the sec-
ond day in a row before the game 
settled down for the entire duration 
of the fourth inning.  

Things picked back up at the bot-
tom of the fifth inning when the 
Hook C returned to the batter’s box. 
Huber shot a double for Bushling 
and Dana to score two more. Huber 
ended up coming home as well off 
of an error by Merrimack that ad-
vanced Stock to third.  

The sixth and seventh innings 
seemed to be just filibusters for 
UConn’s eventual win contributing 

to the rising action of Korey Mor-
ton’s breakthrough homerun. The 
sophomore hit the ball out to left 
field, and the score up to 10-1 for 
another Hook C victory and a two-
game win streak.  

The Huskies will remain at home 
for the rest of this week for a three-
game series against St. John’s Uni-
versity. Last season, UConn won 
three out of the four games it played 
against the Red Storm. All of which 

were played in New York, so this 
will be the first time that St. John’s 
visits Elliot Ballpark, as well as the 
first Big East opponent that the 
Hook C has faced this season. The 
Red Storm is currently 11-18 ahead of 
this weekend and is on a two-game 
losing streak as of Tuesday.  

St. John’s completed a series 
against Rider University last week-
end, dropping two out of three 

games. On Tuesday, the Red Storm 
returned back home for a match-
up against Fairfield University but 
came up short again as Fairfield beat 
St. John’s 11-5.  

The first game of the series will be 
on Friday, April 8 at 6:05 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday’s games will each 
begin at 1:05 p.m., with coverage 
by CW20 on Saturday. All games 
throughout the weekend will be 
broadcast via ESPN 97.9.

UConn loses to Boston College at Elliot Ballpark 5 runs to 3 in a game on March 29. UConn will now be ready to face 
St. John’s in Storrs, Conn. on Friday, April 8, 2022 at 6:05 p.m.  PHOTO BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Softball: Huskies set to 
start off homestand with 3 against Creighton
by Sam Zelin
STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

Coming off of an explosive 15-0 
trouncing of UMass, the UConn 
softball team will look for more 

success as it hosts Creighton in 
Storrs for the first time ever. 

While the Huskies’ Wednesday 

matchup had a storied history, 
they have only played three games 
ever against the Bluejays, all of 
which came in the same series last 
year, which went in UConn’s favor 
two games to one. 

Seven Huskies got hits in the 

UMass game, with Lexi Hastings 
(3), Briana Marcelino (2) and Eri-
ka Coreth (2) all having multi-hit 

performances. These three also 
combined for 13 of UConn’s 15 
runs driven in, with Hastings hav-
ing herself a seven-RBI day while 
Marcelino and Coreth scored three 
apiece. This weekend, all three 
will have a chance to continue 

that momentum. Another contin-
uation related to UConn’s offense 
is their expertise in base stealing, 

swiping another four on Wednes-
day to bring the season total to 76. 
For context, Butler is currently 
second in the Big East for steals, 
and the Bulldogs have stolen 37 
bags, not even half UConn’s total. 
Marcelino, who has led the team 
in steals all season, has still not 
been caught, currently 22-22, while 
Hastings and Reese Guevarra are 
right behind her with 18 and 16, re-
spectively. 

In the circle for UConn, Elise 
Sokolsky has been the definition 
of consistent as of late. In Wednes-
day’s game, she struck out six in 
three innings of perfect work, ex-
tending her streak of innings with-
out allowing a run to 27.1 innings. 
Also on Wednesday, Delaney Nagy 
and Meghan O’Neil each pitched a 
scoreless inning. 

For Creighton’s pitching, the 
Bluejays’ ace is Kate Mullally, 
who currently has a 2.98 ERA on 
the season. Both teams have one 
sub-three ERA pitcher, Mullal-
ly for Creighton and Sokolsky for 
UConn, but the rest of each staff 
is where the major difference can 
be seen. While Nagy, O’Neil and 
Marybeth Olson all have ERAs in 
the three range for UConn, Creigh-
ton’s other three pitchers, Mikayla 
Santa Cruz, Alexis Wiggins and 
Jena Lawrence currently own 4.56, 

4.65 and 6.68 ERAs, respectively. 
In spite of the higher ERA, 

Creighton’s key to winning has 
come from its offense. The team 
is currently batting .310, with five 
players batting over .300 individu-
ally. One player to watch out for is 
Emma Rosonke, who is currently 
tied for the team batting title with a 
.375 average. She leads the team in 
home runs with eight, and in RBI 
with 37 while being .08 away from 
a .800 slugging percentage on the 
season. 

Creighton comes into Storrs af-
ter two straight losses to St. John’s 
brought the team back to .500, so 
the Bluejays will look to bounce 
back against the Huskies. On the 
other hand, UConn is on a three-
game winning streak and has sole 
possession of first place in the Big 
East, so the Huskies will just want 
to keep the train moving. 

With Creighton’s pattern of 
big offense and high-ERA pitch-
ing, fans should expect some 
high-scoring games this weekend. 
First pitch of the first game is set 
for 6 p.m. on Friday, April 8, fol-
lowed by a 2 p.m. Saturday game 
and an 11 a.m. start on Sunday to 
round out the series. All the action 
is taking place at Burrill Family 
Field in Storrs, and will be stream-
ing on FloSports.

The Huskies beat DePaul 7-3 in Burrill Family Field on Saturday, March 26, 2022 to snatch a game two win in 
the conference series. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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