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War in Ukraine: 
Summer sees slowdown in Russian
offensives as Ukrainians prepare their own campaigns

Over the course of the sum-
mer months, the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine has seen 
a drastic slow-down in large 
scale operations, though 
fighting remains fierce as the 
conf lict enters its sixth con-
tinuous month.  

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin ordered a “spe-
cial military operation” in 
Ukraine which began on Feb. 
24, 2022. Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
has since led the country 
against the far larger Russian 
military, as the United States 
and other members of NATO 
provide aid and equipment to 
prevent a Russian victory. 

Russian and Ukrainian 
troops maneuver as artil-
lery and missile strikes be-

come frequent 

Since mid-June, the previ-
ously large-scale Russian of-
fensives have become greatly 
reduced in size and concen-
trated around the Donbas 
region in the east of Ukraine. 
In contrast, Ukrainian troops 
have begun to take the ini-
tiative with incremental ad-
vances in Russian-occupied 
lands in the southern part of 
the country, according to the 
New York Times on Aug. 8. 

Ukrainian military install-
ments and buildup around 
the city of Kherson, which 
was occupied by Russian 
forces within the first week 
of the war, have led to the re-
positioning of Russian mili-
tary force to the city, weaken-
ing Russian strength around 
the Donbas. 

“But after a summer of 
feints and maneuvering with 
few conclusive battles, both 
sides now face a quandary 
over how to concentrate their 
forces, leaving command-
ers in a guessing game about 
where, when and how their 
enemy might move,” The New 
York Times said. 

However, bombing and 
missile strikes by both sides 
have increased in frequen-
cy as the front lines stall. 
Ukrainian missile attacks 
have been targeting Russian 
artillery positions and am-
munition depots, largely the 
result of American weapons 
systems. 

“Mr. Bereza, commander 
of the Dnipro-1 unit, cred-
ited the appearance on the 
battlefield, beginning about a 
month ago, of American-sup-
plied High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket Systems with quiet-
ing Russia’s artillery. The 
systems, known as HIMARS, 
can strike with precision far 
behind Russian lines,” The 
New York Times reported. 

The most recent of these 
strikes was a series of explo-
sions at a Russian air base in 
Crimea on Aug. 14, a territory 

Russia has occupied since 
2014. 

According to NPR, a Penta-
gon official stated the strikes 
were the result of Ukrainian 
military action, though did 
not say if they were by resis-
tance fighters in Crimea or 
artillery and missile strikes 
by the Ukrainian military. 

“Analysis of satellite imag-
es published by the company 
Planet suggests that multiple 
explosions took place hun-
dreds of feet apart, damaging 
nine airplanes and scattering 
debris on the taxiway. Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said nine Russian 
planes were destroyed,” NPR 
reported. 

Russian civilians, many 
of whom moved into Crimea 
since the occupation, began 
to evacuate the region fearing 
their own safety, according to 
The Guardian. 

“The mass exit came af-
ter an ammunition dump 
and electricity sub-station 
blew up near the town of 
Dzhankoi, a significant rail-
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way hub. Another apparent 
Ukrainian strike took place 
outside the regional capital 
Simferopol, where a Russian 
airbase was destroyed,” The 
Guardian said. 

Aerial photography esti-
mated over 38,000 vehicles 
crossing the Kerch Bridge 
on Aug. 17 alone. The bridge 
serves as the main mili-
tary and civilian route from 
Crimea to the Russian main-
land and has long been sus-
pected to be a possible target 
for Ukrainian strikes. 

“Zelenskyy hinted that 
similar inventive attacks 
could be expected. He urged 
Ukrainians living in Crimea 
and the occupied south to 

stay away from enemy com-
mand posts and logistics bas-
es. ‘Do not approach the mili-
tary objects of the Russian 
army,’ he said,” The Guardian 
reported. 

Finnish and Swedish 
NATO ascension faces op-

position 

With the beginning of the 
Ukrainian conf lict, public 
opinion in both Sweden and 
Finland rapidly swung in fa-
vor of joining NATO accord-
ing to the Associated Press. 
Since then, both countries 
have applied for NATO mem-
bership and nearly all mem-
ber states have approved rati-
fication, which would place 
both countries a step closer to 
official membership. 

“‘I spent four years, my 
term, trying to persuade 
Sweden and Finland to join 
NATO,’ former NATO sec-
retary-general Lord George 
Robertson said this summer. 
‘Vladimir Putin managed 

it in four weeks,’” AP News 
stated.  

While the US congress ap-
proved both states joining on 
Aug. 3, the Atlantic Council 
reported that seven of the 
thirty total members have 
still not approved Finland 
and Sweden’s application, 
most notably Turkey.  

Turkey has repeatedly 
voiced concerns over Finland 
and Sweden not declaring 
the Kurdistan Worker’s Par-
ty, a Kurdish independence 
militia, as a terrorist group. 
Turkish internal politics, 
including party elections in 
September, are believed to be 
another reason for the delay. 

“These considerations to-

“But after a summer of feints 
and maneuvering with few 
conclusive battles, both sides 
now face a quandary over how to 
concentrate their forces, leaving 
commanders in a guessing game 
about where, when and how their 
enemy might move.”  
NEW YORK TIMES

gether support the idea that 
Ankara will be one of, if not 
the, last NATO member to 
approve the twin accessions” 
the Atlantic Council states, 
“By that yardstick, we can 
expect something like a year-
long process (somewhere 
between eight and twenty 
months) after Ankara is sat-
isfied that Sweden and Fin-
land have taken substantive 
steps to fulfill the June 28 
memorandum,” the Atlantic 
Council wrote. 

“‘I spent four years, 
my term, trying to 
persuade Sweden 
and Finland to join 
NATO,’ former NATO 
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l 
Lord George Robert-
son said this summer. 
‘Vladimir Putin man-
aged it in four weeks,’” 

AP News stated.

Other countries that have 
not yet ratified Sweden and 
Finland, including Spain, 
Portugal, Czechia and Greece 
are due more to procedural 
issues than political opposi-
tion. The Atlantic Council ex-
pects all of these countries to 
have ratified their ascension 
by the end of 2022. 

Tensions Rise over Cap-
tured Nuclear Plants 

On March 22, Russian 
forces captured the Zapor-
izhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 
in south-central Ukraine, the 
largest nuclear power plant 
in Europe. International of-

ficials worried since the be-
ginning of the invasion of 
damage to Ukraine’s nuclear 
power plants, as well as the 
still irradiated Chernobyl 
Exclusion Zone which could 
lead to another nuclear di-
saster with the potential to 
spread radioactive material 
across Europe. 

On July 12, The Wall Street 
Journal stated Russian mis-
sile launchers had been sta-
tioned close to the plant. 
International organizations 
feared that using the power 
plant as a base for military 
equipment would highly in-
crease the risk of an explo-
sion and potential plant melt-
down that endangered the 
thousands of workers and the 
surrounding area. 

The director-general of the 
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, Rafael Grossi, 
expressed concern over the 
maintenance of the power 
plant and safety of the radio-
active material present in a 
speech on Aug. 3, according 
to the Associated Press. 

“The IAEA chief said he 
and his team need protection 
to get to the plant and the ur-
gent cooperation of Russia 
and Ukraine,” AP news said. 

As Ukrainian and Russian 
officials struggled to reach 
terms to allow for inspection 
of the plant, a video posted 
on Twitter identified several 
Russian military vehicles po-
sitioned within the complex 
itself. Others quickly identi-
fied where in the plant the 
vehicles were located, with 
some believed to be within 
one hundred feet of the tur-
bine generators of one of the 
six reactors. 

By Aug. 27, CNN reported 
that power had been restored 
to the ZNP, after a fire on the 
25th damaged a power line. 

It remains unclear how 
the war will end, as the war 
enters a “frozen conf lict,” 
according to the Atlantic 
Council, where large scale at-
tacks do not occur, but skir-
mishes and artillery strikes 
dominate the headlines. But 
a cold phase does not mean 
peace. Millions of refugees 
have been driven from their 
homes, tens of thousands of 
Ukrainian and Russian sol-
diers have been killed and 
towns are left smoldering 
in ruins. It has been a bru-
tal six months for the people 
of Ukraine and many hope 
the next six months will see 
Ukraine’s fortunes turn. 

 It remains unclear 
how the war will end, as 
the war enters a “frozen 
conflict,” according to 
the Atlantic Council, 
where large scale at-
tacks do not occur, but 
skirmishes and artil-
lery strikes dominate 

the headlines.
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Move in WeekendMove in Weekend

20212021
Many different generations emerge onto the UConn campus for The Weekend of Welcome, or WOW. The 
events planned throughout the weekend provide a fun-filled move-in experience for first-year stu-
dents and their families. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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As student moved in this past weekend, parents and other family tagged along in support of their newest members of the UConn 
community. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

WOW weekend included exciting events for incoming students to attend. Op-
portunities to socialize with one another are a staple of everyone’s first week-
end on campus, with the aid of a vibrant disco ball, of course. FILE PHOTO/THE 
DAILY CAMPUS
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HULU’S ‘THE PATIENT’
ENTERING THE MIND OF A KILLER

by Abigail Bonilla
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
she/her/hers
abigail.bonilla@uconn.edu 

On August 30th, Hulu re-
leased the first two episodes 
of its new series “The Patient.” 
The story follows mild-man-
nered therapist Alan Strauss 
and his eerie patient Gene.  

Strauss, played by Steve 
Carrell, begins seeing Gene 
while wrestling with grief, 
mourning the loss of his late 
wife. As the show progress-
es, Alan and Gene reach a 
standstill in the therapeutic 
process. Gene then kidnaps 
Alan, locking him to the con-
fines of his basement. With 
Alan in chains, Gene believes 
that he could make more 
progress in therapy if he had 
sessions in his home rather 
than at an office. Revealing 
his true name to be Sam, his 
demeanor is creepy and cold. 
In a shocking twist, Sam 
reveals a dark truth about 
himself. He is a serial killer.  

This psycho-thriller is per-
fectly paced. The show is ed-
ited in a way that keeps you 
at the edge of your seat, won-
dering what exactly Gene will 
do next or if Alan will make 
it out of the situation alive.  

Carrell portrays Strauss 
excellently, somehow being 
full of fear and compassion 
for his patient all at once. 
While many know Carrell for 
his comedic portrayal of Mi-
chael Scott in the hit comedy 
“The Office,” in recent years 
he has taken on more serious 
roles. These portrayals are 
refreshing to see and show-
case his duality as an actor.  

On the other hand, Dom-
hnall Gleeson portrays the 

killer Sam disturbingly well. 
Known most prominently for 
his role as Bill Weasley in the 
“Harry Potter” franchise, 
Gleeson’s work as Sam is a 
fresh face on screen. His por-
trayal of this troubled indi-
vidual reminded me of char-
acters such as Norman Bates 
or Patrick Bateman. Gleeson 
has an air of mystery and 
charm about him. With each 
line of dialogue, Sam comes 
off as chilling and calculated, 
always thinking of his next 
words or moves carefully.   

As a viewer, I was in-
trigued by the dynamic be-
tween the two stars. Even 
in captivity, Alan shows a 
kindness to his patient that 
is somewhat confusing. Natu-
rally, at first, Alan is scared 
for his life. We watch him 
try to devise an escape plan, 
but soon he realizes that the 
only way he may make it out 
alive is to try and understand 
the deeply disturbed mind of 
a killer. By helping his cli-
ent through his many issues, 
he thinks that eventually 
Sam might show him mercy.  

While the second episode 
lands on a brutal cliff hang-
er, I am excited to continue 
watching. This drama re-
leases new episodes every 
Tuesday, and hopefully Alan 
will make it out soon. Alter-
natively, I was left wondering 
if Alan can perhaps enter the 
dark mind of a killer and see 
if there can be any resolution 
as to why Sam is drawn to kill.  

If you enjoy watching 
genres such as true crime or 
thrillers, “The Patient” will 
leave you at the edge of your 
seat, waiting in anticipa-
tion to see what comes next.  

Hulu’s latest psycho-thriller ‘The Patient’ has left viewers wanting more with its disturbing cliffhangers and eerie feel. The show stars Steve Carrell who plays a thera-
pist in mourning and Domhnall Gleeson, his troubled patient.     PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB

Alan Strauss, played by Carell, is eventually kidnapped and locked in the basement by Gene, played 
by Domhnall. Carell certainly takes on a very different role than his much-loved Michael Scott 
character.     PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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UCONN FUN FACT!
Before becoming the Huskies in 1933, the 

university’s mascot was the Aggies

Which UConn Husky is your favorite?    COURTESY OF DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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Fall semester at the 
Rainbow Center

by Abigail Bonilla
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
she/her/hers
abigail.bonilla@uconn.edu 

As the fall semester begins, 
many organizations have 
prepared for an influx of stu-
dents. The University of Con-
necticut’s Rainbow Center is 
among these groups. Founded 
in 1988, the Rainbow Cen-
ter is one of UConn’s many 
cultural centers. They pride 
themselves on being an inclu-
sive community for students, 
providing a safe and diverse 
space for the LGBTQIA+ pop-
ulation, as well as their allies.  

Many fun events are in store 
for the Rainbow Center this 
semester. They are hosting 
their annual Welcome Back 

Bash during the second week 
of classes, which will serve as 
an open house for students to 
visit the center, meet staff and 
learn about all the resources 
and programs that are pro-
vided. First and second year 
students, as well as transfer 
students, are able to sign up for 
the center’s FAMILEE Men-
toring program. The program 
is led by second-year Higher 
Education and Student Affairs 
graduate assistant, Sarah Ab-
bey, and is designed to serve 
as a mentorship for new stu-
dents who would like to get 
more acquainted with campus 
and all it has to offer. In my 
second year, I was a mentee in 
this program, and it provided 
a very welcoming environment 
for my transition to UConn.  

The Rainbow Center will 
also be celebrating LGBTQ-
IA+ history month starting in 
October. While details of the 
plans for this month have not 
been released yet, the center 
will be hosting their annual 
Rainbow Center Symposium 
on Friday, Oct. 21, 2022. This 
event showcases many LG-
BTQIA+ presentations, aimed 
at educating the larger com-
munity. Presentation and 
project applications for this 
event are now open. All are 
encouraged to register! More 
information on the sympo-
sium, as well as a preview of 
last year's schedule, can be 
viewed on the Rainbow Cen-
ter website.  

If you would like to earn 
course credits while learning 

about LGBTQIA+ representa-
tion, center coordinator Chris 
Richard will be teaching 
UNIV 1820, titled “LGBTQIA+ 
Representation in Media” this 
fall. This a great opportunity 
to learn more about queer rep-
resentation in media through-
out history.  

Finally, the Rainbow Center 
is excited to announce a new 
partnership with Melanie 
Penalosa, program coordina-
tor for Health Equity and Ac-
cess to Care at Student Health 
and Wellness. The “Lavender 
Resiliency Collective'' is an 
educational support group 
aimed at providing a safe 
space for LGBTQIA+ identi-
fying students to talk about 
any issues they may be facing. 
The group meets on Tuesday 

nights, and students who are 
interested can contact Melanie 
directly by emailing melanie.
penalosa@uconn.edu. Space 
is limited, so be sure to sign 
up soon!  

With the semester begin-
ning, it is clear to see that the 
Rainbow Center has much 
in store. In addition to pro-
grams and events, the center 
is also open to all as a space to 
take a break from your busy 
schedule, or as a quiet place 
to study. To learn more about 
the Rainbow Center and its 
many resources and pro-
grams made available, stu-
dents can stop by from 9 a.m 
- 7:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday on the fourth f loor 
of the Student Union or visit 
their website. 

The Rainbow Center has a lot of fun events planned for the Fall 2022 semester, including collaborations with various cultural centers at the Student Union. 
PHOTO BY ERIK CRIOLLO, GRABW PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS 

The Rainbow Center is located on the fourth floor of the Student Union and is a place for LGBTQIA+ members and allies to come and have a safe space to be in. The cen-
ter welcomes anyone into the space and hosts many events throughtout the semester.   PHOTO BY ERIK CRIOLLO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS 
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T
he Daily 
Campus is 
very happy 
when we’re 
able to whole-
heartedly 

praise the University of Con-
necticut for anything. Well, 
almost wholeheartedly.  

Hillside Road between Jim 
Calhoun Way and Glenbrook 
Road has been cleared of 
most car traffic besides buses 
and emergency and service 
vehicles. The administration 
aims to ultimately transform 
Hillside into the kind of road 
Fairfield Way has become – a 
formerly car-dominated av-
enue now prioritizing public 
space, pedestrians and bicycle 
traffic. 

Community support of this 
decision is important. Accord-
ing to Mike Enright, deputy 
spokesperson for communica-
tions, public reaction is a key 
variable which the univer-
sity will use to determine the 
continuity or cessation of this 
program. For this reason, 
we all have the opportunity 
through advocacy, as well as 
simply using, inhabiting and 
enjoying the new Hillside, to 
make the university under-
stand that we want a walkable 
campus with ample public 
space where vehicles are not 
prioritized. 

Last year, a UConn gradu-
ate student was killed by a car 
while crossing the crosswalk 
on South Eagleville Road and 
Westwood road, illustrating 
their very real threat to public 
safety. Everywhere, cars are 
deeply polluting, lowering air 
quality locally and contribut-
ing significantly to climate 
change globally through 
carbon-intensive production 
and supply chains. Cars are 
large relative to their passen-
gers, clogging transportation 
routes which could allow for 
the free f low of bicycles and 
pedestrians alongside space-
efficient public transport. 
Finally, cars are just very ex-
pensive, so on paper, remov-
ing them contributes to equity 
regarding income and wealth 
level within any population. 
For these reasons, converting 

Editorial

Hillside
Road
closure a 
potentially 
great step 
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madeline.papcun@uconn.edu
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Happy fall, Huskies! Wel-
come back to my column, a 
self-described public diary 
of sorts, and the best coping 
mechanism I have for the tri-
als and tribulations of navi-
gating my undergraduate ex-
perience at the University of 
Connecticut. I joke that this 
is “Inside Maddie’s Mind” in 
that it’s just my long-winded 
ramblings of the week, but I 
also, perhaps naively, choose 
to believe 
there’s at least 
one other per-
son out there 
thinking simi-
larly. There’s 
value in shared 
experiences and 
we should talk 
about them. 

Nevertheless, here 
we are again in Storrs, 
and there’s nothing like 
a few far-too-hot days to 
exacerbate the pervasive 
cow smell and really make 
students feel at home. As 
always, there is a persistent 
feeling of uncertainty in the 
air welcoming everyone back 
to campus for another fall se-
mester. Of course, the jury’s 
still out on whether that 
uncertain feeling is hope, 
despair or a combination of 
the two, but that’s neither 
here nor there. As we settle 
in, this unnamed uncertain 
feeling will start to go away. 
However, this doesn’t mean 
that life is becoming certain. 
It’s just the feeling itself 
that has gone away as we 
get more comfortable in our 
routines. As we each find our 
ideal study spots to camp out 

between classes and learn 
how to avoid our demons in 
the dining halls, our days 
become routine. We get used 
to the consistencies but that’s 
all they are – life, in general, 
is still un-
certain.  

This 
seems 
scary, 
terrifying 
even. It is 
both a bless-
ing and a curse 
that nothing is 
forever. On 
the one 

hand, if you’re going through 
difficult times – there is no 
shame in riding the struggle 
bus for a semester – your 
now is not your forever. As 
cheesy as it may be, there 
will eventually be a light at 
the end of the tunnel. On 
the other hand, this in turn 
means that when times are 
good, they are not guaran-
teed. Thus, you should make 
the most of it when you can. 
As my co-editor and I dis-
cussed in our freshman issue 
(which you can still read on 
The Daily Campus website!) 
college is what you make of 
it. I’ll say it again here: get 
involved, meet new people 
and put yourself out there. 

Again, it sounds corny, but I 
cannot stress it enough.  

Uncertainty is scary but 
monotony is just as terrify-
ing; both the vast unknown 
and the dead end nine-to-five 
job are enough to make your 
average 20-something shake 

in their boots. It’s a kind of 
pick-your-poison situa-

tion that I don’t have 
all the answers to. 

From what I’ve 
figured out, you 

should do what 
you can with 
what you’ve 
been given and 
worked for. It 
is a great priv-
ilege to be able 
to go to college; 
we should all 
be thankful for 

the opportuni-
ties we’ve been 

given and take 
advantage of them 

to the best of our abil-
ity. Similarly, work for 

what you want, but not to 
your own detriment. Yes, get 
the grades, put in the work, 
but remember to do your best 
to enjoy college – it goes by 
quickly. Remember to make 
time for friends and fun. The 
people make the place, and if 
you want a memorable four 
years to look back on you 
have to spend the time mak-
ing the memories in the first 
place.  

Now that this article is 
the corniest thing I’ve ever 
written – which is quite the 
feat for someone sentimen-
tal enough to still hold onto 
handwritten notes passed 
during class back in the 
fifth grade – welcome again 
to another semester “Inside 
Maddie’s Mind.” Thanks for 
being here. 

Inside M
a

d
d

ie’s Mind 

Embracing
uncertainty

car roads into walkable public 
space promises a more safe, 
sustainable, convenient and 
affordable campus. 

However, within the context 
of faults in equity and access 
in measurements beyond just 
transportation, informed infra-
structure changes can neglect 
key groups. For example, the 
Student Union previously held 
important disability parking 
spaces which provided bet-
ter access to that building—a 
central location on campus 
now closed to student driv-
ers. While the university does 
provide students with disabili-
ties the Accessible Van Ser-
vice, commuter students who 
are disabled could be made to 
travel much farther with this 
change or need to redesign 
their schedule, and with every 
service for disabled students 
there are always outstanding 
accessibility concerns such as 
registry with the Center for 
Students with Disabilities and 
the department’s pre-qualifica-
tion of each applicant.  

Further, in a town experienc-
ing the global housing crisis 
the same as any other, dimin-
ishing the access of vehicles 
cannot have transformative im-
pacts on the quality of life here. 
While the administration over-
sees cost of living increases on 
campus and simultaneously at-
tempts to control the surround-
ing housing supply, initiatives 
to reform local infrastructure 
are restricted to the population 
well-off enough to live here. To 
make UConn meaningfully ac-
cessible the university needs to 
invest far more in subsidizing 
affordable housing and tuition 
so that everyone has a chance 
to study here regardless of 
income or wealth.   

The Daily Campus hopes this 
pilot program can be extended, 
that more traffic ways on cam-
pus may be expanded to greater 
pedestrian traffic, but most 
importantly that the university 
does not compromise on acces-
sibility—regarding one’s ability 
to move, their ability to pay or 
any other means—while build-
ing the pedestrian friendly, 
multi-modal transport campus 
we all deserve. 

ILLUSTRATION BY VAN NGUYEN,  STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

“The Daily Campus is very happy 
when we’re able to wholeheartedly 
praise the University of Connecticut 
for anything. Well, almost 
wholeheartedly.”
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Daniella Lebron and Raida Nasim prepare for their first class on Aug. 30, 2022. The University of Connecticut’s Fall 2022 semester began on Monday, Aug. 29, welcoming 
both new and returning students. Over 4,000 first years are to attend this year, a new record for the Storrs campus. PHOTO BY ANDREW KOTAIT, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Husky History No. 5 
Tracey Fuchs 
by Jonathan Synott 
SPORTS EDITOR
he/him/his
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu 

Hello all, and welcome back 
to Husky History, a new col-
umn focusing on one accom-
plished UConn athlete per 
week. Each article should de-
tail the athlete’s accolades at 
Connecticut, as well as their 
ability to take their games 
to the professional level. 

This week’s Husky His-
tory focuses on field hock-
ey legend Tracey Fuchs. 
While many know her now 
to be head coach of the de-
fending NCAA Champion 
Northwestern, her roots run 
right through Connecticut 
along her journey to the top. 

Fuchs grew up the second-
youngest of four sisters in 
Long Island, New York. She 
was a die-hard New York 
Rangers fan, transition-
ing from love for ice hockey, 
to street hockey with the 
neighbors to field hockey 
for her school. Her sisters 
shared that same passion, as 
all played high school field 
hockey at Centereach High 
School for National Fed-
eration of State High School 
Associations Hall of Famer 
Nancy Cole. While they all 
weren’t in high school at the 
same time, each of the Fuchs 
girls were captains of the 
team during their tenures.  

Looking up to older sis-
ter Lauren, Fuchs decided to 
follow in her footsteps and 
join the future powerhouse 
that was brewing with coach 
Diane Wright at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut. Lauren, 
an All-American in her own 
right, graduated in 1981 from 
UConn but decided to stay on 
the staff as an assistant coach, 
reuniting with Tracey when 
she arrived in Storrs in 1984.  

By this point, the Huskies 
had solidified themselves as 
a prominent collegiate pro-
gram, winning the national 
title in 1981 while falling to 
Old Dominion in the cham-
pionship game in both 1982 
and 1983. Her freshman 
year, Fuchs helped her squad 
reach the Final Four, where 
they lost yet again to the 
Monarchs. Fuchs made her 
contributions to this team’s 
overall successes though, as 
she scored the game-win-
ning goal in the first round 
of NCAAs against UMass. 

It was 1985 when Fuchs 

really broke through, de-
spite the program losing four 
All-American talents. The 
Huskies finished the regu-
lar season 16-2 with a loss 
to Penn State in their finale. 
In a standstill opening first 
round against Maryland, 
it was the sophomore who 
broke through for UConn, 
scoring the first goal of the 
game with less than five 
minutes to play. The second 
round against Boston Uni-
versity was just as stress-
ful, as the team squeezed by 
with a 2-1 victory. Backed by 
two assists from Fuchs, the 
Huskies were able to exorcize 
their demons by defeating 
the Monarchs in the national 
final to clinch the program’s 
second title. Fuchs and three 
other Huskies were named to 
the All-Tournament Team. 

The team saw successes 
to lesser extents after the 
1985 title, falling in the first 
round of NCAAs in 1986 to 
New Hampshire and fail-
ing to make the tournament 
in 1987. Despite this, Fuchs 
still saw plenty of personal 
successes, earning three All-
American nods over her last 
three years and being named 
a finalist for the Honda Brod-
erick Award twice, given to 
the nation’s top field hock-
ey player. She took home 
that trophy her senior year.  

While graduating with a 
degree in sports management 
and marketing in 1988, Fuchs 
qualified for the U.S. Field 
Hockey team and was able to 
compete in the Olympics that 
year in Seoul, South Korea. 
The team finished in last, but 
it was a rewarding experience.  

“Being in the ‘88 Olym-
pics in Seoul was awesome 
looking back at it now,” said 
Fuchs back in 1995. “I was 
only 20 then. I was one of 
the last chosen, but it didn’t 
matter. I’d always dreamed 
of going to the Olympics, 
since I was real young.” 

The journey to Seoul was 
only the start of her Olym-
pic career. She was a 17-year 
member of the national team, 
serving as team captain for 
an astonishing 14 seasons. 
She has more international 
appearances than any other 
U.S. field hockey athlete with 
268. At the top of her game, 
Fuchs took home the USA 
Field Hockey Athlete of the 
Year Award twice, in 1990 
and 1993. Over her span, she 
accumulated 69 career goals. 

Fuchs transitioned from 
Team USA captain to a coach-
ing role quite easily, spending 
time in coaching roles at UCo-
nn and Michigan, where both 
teams saw massive successes. 
When she joined Michigan 
as the associate head coach, 
the program had never made 
the NCAA Tournament. By 
2008, the program won three 
Big Ten Championships and 
one National Championship 
under Fuchs. Due to these 
victories, in 2009 she land-
ed the role of head coach of 
the Northwestern Wildcats, 
a position she still holds. 

In her first season as skip-
per, Fuchs made a remark-
able impact. The team had its 
best record since 1985 with 
12 wins and came two goals 
shy of their single-season 
mark. Two years later, with a 
gauntlet of a schedule, North-
western took home four wins 
over top-20 teams. The cul-
mination of her hard work 
came to fruition this past 
year, when the Wildcats took 
home the national champion-
ship. The now-No. 1 ranked 
Northwestern squad is at 
the top of the collegiate 
field hockey charts and is 
set to defend their title. 

Recently, it was an-
nounced that Fuchs 
was named an assis-
tant coach on the U.S. 
Senior Women’s Na-
tional Team as well, 
a job conducted out-
side of the North-
western season. She 
continues to give 
back to the game 
that gave her such 
joy as a child. For her 
efforts, she was in-
ducted into the USA 
Field Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 2014. After 
accomplishing al-
most everything 
that U.S. field 
hockey has to 
offer, Fuchs is 
showing no 
signs of stop-
ping her 

i n v o l v e -
ment in 
the game 

s h e 
l o v e s . 

Volleyball: 
Huskies Capture First Victory 
by Xander Serrano 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
alexander.serrano@uconn.edu 

In the third and final set the 
Huskies took an early lead. 
They were up 15-10, going on 

to  win 25-16 after a hard fight. 
Senior Karly Berkland closed 
out the match with an ace.  

A few standout performanc-
es come from Duquesne’s 
Carsyn Henschen, Ariel 

Helm, and 
Haling Pol-
ing. Hen-
schen’s 11 kills 
were a career 
high and the 
most by any 
D u q u e s n e 
player this 
season. Helm 
leads the team 
with 12 blocks 
and Poling 
paces the 
Dukes with 71 
assists and 34 
digs through 
three match-
es. Although 
D u q u e s n e 

kept the match close, they 
had a low attack percentage 
of 171% while the Huskies had 

a 308% attack percentage. 
After this loss, the Dukes 
dropped to 0-3 on the season.  

The points were spread 
across the board with a 
team total of 44 kills for 
UConn. Allie Garland fin-
ished the match with nine 
kills, Taylor Pannell, Emma 
Werkmeister, Kennadie 
Jake-Turner had seven, and 
Caylee Parker followed with 
six. Madi Whitmire com-
pleted the match with 35 
assists, and senior Karly 
Berkland was strong on the 
defensive side with 15 digs. 

While it is still early in 
the season with more games 
left, the Huskies currently sit 
in 8th place in the Big east. 
UConn will now prepare to 
head out to West Point for 
the Army Invitational where 
they’re poised to face St. 
Francis, Kansas and Army.  

Tracey Fuchs 
by Jonathan Synott 
SPORTS EDITOR
he/him/his
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu 

Hello all, and welcome back 
to Husky History, a new col-
umn focusing on one accom-
plished UConn athlete per 
week. Each article should de-
tail the athlete’s accolades at 
Connecticut, as well as their 
ability to take their games 
to the professional level. 

This week’s Husky His-
tory focuses on field hock-
ey legend Tracey Fuchs. 
While many know her now 
to be head coach of the de-
fending NCAA Champion 
Northwestern, her roots run 
right through Connecticut 
along her journey to the top. 

Fuchs grew up the second-
youngest of four sisters in 
Long Island, New York. She 
was a die-hard New York 
Rangers fan, transition-
ing from love for ice hockey, 
to street hockey with the 
neighbors to field hockey 
for her school. Her sisters 
shared that same passion, as 
all played high school field 
hockey at Centereach High 
School for National Fed-
eration of State High School 
Associations Hall of Famer 
Nancy Cole. While they all 
weren’t in high school at the 
same time, each of the Fuchs 
girls were captains of the 
team during their tenures.  

Looking up to older sis-
ter Lauren, Fuchs decided to 
follow in her footsteps and 
join the future powerhouse 
that was brewing with coach 
Diane Wright at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut. Lauren, 
an All-American in her own 
right, graduated in 1981 from 
UConn but decided to stay on 
the staff as an assistant coach, 
reuniting with Tracey when 
she arrived in Storrs in 1984.  

By this point, the Huskies 
had solidified themselves as 
a prominent collegiate pro-
gram, winning the national 
title in 1981 while falling to 
Old Dominion in the cham-
pionship game in both 1982 
and 1983. Her freshman 
year, Fuchs helped her squad 
reach the Final Four, where 
they lost yet again to the 
Monarchs. Fuchs made her 
contributions to this team’s 
overall successes though, as 
she scored the game-win-
ning goal in the first round 
of NCAAs against UMass. 

It was 1985 when Fuchs 

really broke through, de-
spite the program losing four 
All-American talents. The 
Huskies finished the regu-
lar season 16-2 with a loss 
to Penn State in their finale. 
In a standstill opening first 
round against Maryland, 
it was the sophomore who 
broke through for UConn, 
scoring the first goal of the 
game with less than five 
minutes to play. The second 
round against Boston Uni-
versity was just as stress-
ful, as the team squeezed by 
with a 2-1 victory. Backed by 
two assists from Fuchs, the 
Huskies were able to exorcize 
their demons by defeating 
the Monarchs in the national 
final to clinch the program’s 
second title. Fuchs and three 
other Huskies were named to 
the All-Tournament Team. 

The team saw successes 
to lesser extents after the 
1985 title, falling in the first 
round of NCAAs in 1986 to 
New Hampshire and fail-
ing to make the tournament 
in 1987. Despite this, Fuchs 
still saw plenty of personal 
successes, earning three All-
American nods over her last 
three years and being named 
a finalist for the Honda Brod-
erick Award twice, given to 
the nation’s top field hock-
ey player. She took home 
that trophy her senior year.  

While graduating with a 
degree in sports management 
and marketing in 1988, Fuchs 
qualified for the U.S. Field 
Hockey team and was able to 
compete in the Olympics that 
year in Seoul, South Korea. 
The team finished in last, but 
it was a rewarding experience.  

“Being in the ‘88 Olym-
pics in Seoul was awesome 
looking back at it now,” said 
Fuchs back in 1995. “I was 
only 20 then. I was one of 
the last chosen, but it didn’t 
matter. I’d always dreamed 
of going to the Olympics, 
since I was real young.” 

The journey to Seoul was 
only the start of her Olym-
pic career. She was a 17-year 
member of the national team, 
serving as team captain for 
an astonishing 14 seasons. 
She has more international 
appearances than any other 
U.S. field hockey athlete with 
268. At the top of her game, 
Fuchs took home the USA 
Field Hockey Athlete of the 
Year Award twice, in 1990 
and 1993. Over her span, she 
accumulated 69 career goals. 

Fuchs transitioned from 
Team USA captain to a coach-
ing role quite easily, spending 
time in coaching roles at UCo-
nn and Michigan, where both 
teams saw massive successes. 
When she joined Michigan 
as the associate head coach, 
the program had never made 
the NCAA Tournament. By 
2008, the program won three 
Big Ten Championships and 
one National Championship 
under Fuchs. Due to these 
victories, in 2009 she land-
ed the role of head coach of 
the Northwestern Wildcats, 
a position she still holds. 

In her first season as skip-
per, Fuchs made a remark-
able impact. The team had its 
best record since 1985 with 
12 wins and came two goals 
shy of their single-season 
mark. Two years later, with a 
gauntlet of a schedule, North-
western took home four wins 
over top-20 teams. The cul-
mination of her hard work 
came to fruition this past 
year, when the Wildcats took 
home the national champion-
ship. The now-No. 1 ranked 
Northwestern squad is at 
the top of the collegiate 
field hockey charts and is 
set to defend their title. 

Recently, it was an-
nounced that Fuchs 
was named an assis-
tant coach on the U.S. 
Senior Women’s Na-
tional Team as well, 
a job conducted out-
side of the North-
western season. She 
continues to give 
back to the game 
that gave her such 
joy as a child. For her 
efforts, she was in-
ducted into the USA 
Field Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 2014. After 
accomplishing al-
most everything 
that U.S. field 
hockey has to 
offer, Fuchs is 
showing no 
signs of stop-
ping her 

i n v o l v e -
ment in 
the game 

s h e 
l o v e s . 

On Saturday night, the 
UConn women's volleyball 
team captured their first vic-
tory of the year over Duquesne 
in the final game of the Penn 
State Invitational. The Hus-
kies came into the match fol-
lowing a three set defeat to 
Penn State on Friday night and 
were looking to bounce back. 
UConn jumped out to an early 
7-1 lead, causing Duquesne to 
burn a timeout. The Dukes 
then came back and cut the 
deficit down to four. Before 
letting the match slip away, 
the Huskies regrouped and 
the upperclassmen took over. 
UConn went on to take set 
one 25-16 with the help of se-
nior Allie Garland’s five kills. 

UConn and Duquesne went 

back and forth the whole sec-
ond set, keeping it close until 
freshman Emma Werkmeister 
e n t e r e d 
the match. 
The fresh-
man gave 
the Hus-
kies a huge 
b o o s t , 
coming in 
with three 
kills to 
give UCo-
nn the 26-
24 set two 
v i c t o r y . 
More up-
p e r c l a s s-
man sup-
port came 
from se-
nior Madi 
Whitmire, who consistently 
played well throughout, fin-
ishing the set with 11 assists.  

[The] Huskies regrouped 
and the upperclassmen 

took over. UConn went on 
to take set one 25-16 with 

the help of senior Allie 
Garland’s five kills.
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Photo of the Day | Do a split!

The UConn men’s soccer team defeated Rutgers by a score of 4-2 on Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021 at Morrone Stadium in Storrs. The win improved their season record to 
7-5-2 FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Point/Counterpoint
WHO IS MORE DESERVING OF THE AL MVP? 

It’s been a crazy MLB season. Perennial powerhouses like the Los Angeles Dodgers and Houston Astros have been racking up wins, but new con-
tenders such as the New York Mets and the Baltimore Orioles have been making noise. In terms of individual play, the New York Yankees’ Aaron 
Judge has been this year’s megastar, most notably chasing the single season American League home run record of 61 set by the great Roger Maris. 

Besides the big blasts, Judge leads the AL in most major batting categories and is the frontrunner to take home the AL MVP. Meanwhile, the reign-
ing champion, two-way sensation Shohei Ohtani, is putting up similar numbers to his season last year, but is on a losing team and is behind Judge in 

most offensive categories. While Judge is having an incredible season, is he the most deserving of this year’s AL MVP award? The Daily Campus’ 
Jonathan Synott and Evan Rodriguez will look to answer this question on this week’s edition of the Point/Counterpoint.

by Jon Synott | SPORTS EDITOR | he/him/his | jonathan.synott@uconn.edu  and Evan Rodriguez | STAFF WRITER | he/him/his | evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

Jon: Alright, let me start by saying that Ohtani is not 
the best hitter in the American League this year, that nod 
goes to Judge. However, Ohtani ranks in the top seven 
in the AL in some major hitting categories - RBIs, OPS 
and OPS+, home runs and slugging percentage included. 
He clearly is one of the most elite hitters in baseball this 
season, adding that offensive production to his team. He 
is a mortal lock for a Silver Slugger. However, the one as-
pect that Judge cannot even match up with is the pitching 
aspect. Ohtani also adds so much in the Angels’ rotation, 
giving his team a 2.67 ERA and a 2.59 FIP. He is allow-
ing a 1.063 WHIP, and is first in the AL in strikeouts per 
nine innings. Not for nothing, Aaron Judge has recorded 
zero strikeouts this year. He’s had a great season, yes, 
but until he or anyone else provides on both sides of the 
baseball, the AL MVP should always go to Ohtani. Take 
the production of Gerrit Cole on the mound and the pro-
duction of Rafael Devers at the plate, but combine them 
into one person. Shouldn’t that kind of talent be more 
valuable than any one-way player?

Evan: I agree that Ohtani is certainly killing it on 
the mound, however, it would be highway robbery 
if you did not select the best hitter in the American 
League, especially after he just hit his 50th bomb of 
the season before the month of September, a legend-
ary feat for anyone in baseball. While Ohtani does sit 
top 7 in all the categories you named, Judge leads all 
those categories in baseball. He’s doing all this while 
still being first in the AL East. In fact, New York 
is still first in the AL East even after playing their 
worst baseball of the year with Judge playing a huge 
part in keeping the team af loat despite their terrible 
play. While the Angels may not have as great of a 
team as the Yankees in terms of talent, a 56-73 record 
is certainly nothing to brag about as the Angels head 
toward another losing season. While Ohtani does add 
very much to the Angels pitching rotation, I’d argue 
Judge’s hitting is much more valuable to any baseball 
team this season than both of Ohtani’s skills. It’s re-
f lected in both teams’ records this season.

Jon: Yes, Judge is undoubtedly the best hitter in the league. 
However, I have to cite recency bias as to why Ohtani is not get-
ting the respect he deserves. Aside from the RBIs, all of the bat-
ting statistics listed were led by Vladimir Guerrero Jr. in the AL 
last season, with Ohtani trailing behind. However, Ohtani was 
widely considered to be the favorite for the award last year. Vot-
ers tend to avoid multiple MVP selections if it’s not a landslide. 
That’s why Michael Jordan didn’t win at least 10 MVP awards. 
Ohtani makes the extraordinary seem ordinary after just two 
full seasons of stardom. Say a football player put up Kyler Mur-
ray-type numbers in the NFL, a fringe MVP candidate, but then 
also put up Nick Bosa statistics on the defensive end. The idea 
that you can impact on both sides of the ball makes you much 
more valuable than any other player, especially when you’re ex-
celling as much as Ohtani. In five separate games this year, he 
drove in two or more runs while allowing less than two. While 
Judge can only help with his bat and defense (if the ball gets hit 
his way at the right time), Ohtani provides that extra boost. Yes, 
the Angels have been lackluster this season, even with two all-
world talents in Ohtani and Mike Trout. Even with a combined 
OPS+ of 317 between the pair, the Angels rank third-to-last in 
the AL in standard OPS, and even with Ohtani’s pitching the 
roster is sixth out of 15 teams in ERA with 3.80. Meanwhile, the 
Yankees rank first and second in the AL in those categories, re-
spectively. New York has a stacked roster, and Judge definitely 
feeds off of that as well as builds the rest of the team up, but Los 
Angeles is not that same competitor, to no fault of their stars.

Evan: I disagree as I believe that Ohtani certainly 
does get the respect he deserves in both pitching and 
hitting. If Judge wasn’t the best hitter in the Ameri-
can League by a landslide, Ohtani most likely would 
be receiving his second MVP award. Yet that’s not 
the case and Judge is running away with mostly ev-
ery hitting category in the American League. That 
means that if you don’t give it to Judge this season, 
you would be taking it away from the best hitter in 
the American League. Is Judge only able to impact 
the Yankees with his bat and glove in the outfield? 
That’s correct, but don’t think for a second that New 
York would be in the same position they are current-
ly without Judge. While Judge does feed off of New 
York’s roster, he has added much more than he has 
benefited this season. Take Judge’s 7.4 oWAR for ex-
ample as how good the Yankees star has been with 
his bat this year. If you take him off of New York’s 
roster, which could very well be a reality next season, 
this team would be fighting for third place in the AL 
East if we were to use this year’s standings. If Ohtani 
was playing just a little bit better than he has this 
season, it would be a much closer match. However, 
there’s no way that baseball voters can ignore Judge’s 
phenomenal performance this year and he deserves 
the AL MVP award more than anyone this year. 
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Around the northeast — college football edition

For college football fans, it 
is another start of an antici-
pated season that should see 
plenty of highlights and ex-
citement. While great college 
football can be seen across 
the country, the northeast re-
gion of the sport carries some 
of the week’s most intrigu-
ing matchups and has some 
top talent from across the 
country. In today’s Around 
the Northeast (college foot-
ball edition), I’ll take a look 
at some of the most intrigu-
ing matchups for northeast 
college football teams. 

Pittsburgh (Next 
Game: Vs. West 
Virginia) 

 As the No. 17 
team in the nation 
according to the 
AP College Foot-
ball Top 25 Poll, 
Pittsburgh was one 
of the most exciting 
teams in college foot-
ball and this is a team 
that’s certainly going to 
be very competitive in 2022. 
While the team is without 
Kenny Pickett at quarterback 
for 2022, Kedon Slovis is an 
excellent replacement and is 
in position to play a huge role 
after showcasing his skills in 
three years as a starter at USC. 
If the Panthers needed some-
one to step in with experience 
in big games and the talent 
to compete against tough op-
ponents, Slovis is the perfect 
match, especially with plenty 
of passing targets for him. 
With Jared Wayne and Ko-
nata Mumpfield as receiving 
targets along with tight end 
Gavin Bartholomew, Pitt has 
the talent to make an exciting 
and dynamic passing offense, 

especially with the hiring of 
new offensive coordinator 
Frank Cignetti. Defensively, 
they’re going to be just as 
good if not better than last 
season with plenty of return-
ing players like Calijah Kanc-
ey and Brandon Hill along 
with transfers like Notre 
Dame’s Shayne Simon. In the 
team’s first game, a Backyard 
Bowl matchup against West 
Virginia, the Panthers will 
be the heavy favorites to start 
1-0 in the 2022 season. 

P e n n 
State (Next Game: 
Sept. 1 Vs. Purdue) 

While Penn State didn’t 
quite crack the AP Top 25 
poll, don’t let that fool you. 
This is still a talented football 
team and it will give other 
football programs trouble 
this season. Sean Clifford is 
returning to an offense that 
went 7-6 in 2021 and while 
they may have questionable 
running back depth, the team 
looks strong with receivers 
like transfer Mitchell Tins-
ley and Parker Washington. 

While the Nittany Lions may 
have players on defense like 
Ji’Ayir Brown and Curtis Ja-
cobs, they have much to prove 
with young talent and trans-
fers a plenty. Heavily favored 
in their upcoming matchup 
vs. Purdue, they’ll look to put 
away all questions in a com-
petitive Big Ten schedule. 

Army (Next Game: Vs. 
Coastal Carolina) 

The Black Knights are re-
turning in 2021 with a strong 
football program. Army runs 
a heavy-run offense led by mo-
bile quarterback Tyhier Tyler 
along with two strong running 
backs in Tyree Robinson and 
Tyson Riley. While the run-
ning offense remains a strong 
part of their team, the passing 
game remains weak with Isa-
iah Alston as their primary re-

ceiving target. However, due to 
passing not remaining a vocal 
part of the offense, it shouldn’t 
be a great weakness for the 
Black Knights. The defense re-
mains strong with good depth 
across this field and the defen-
sive coordinator will already 
have a test in week one against 
Grayson Mccall and Coastal 
Carolina. With another test 
against Wake Forest on their 
schedule, it will be interesting 
to see how the Black Knights 
respond to those two challeng-

ing matchups.  

Syracuse (Next Game: 
Sept. 3 Vs. Louisville)

After going from 1-10 in 
2020 to 5-7 in 2021, the Or-
ange are looking to get even 
better with new offensive 
coordinator Robert Anae 
taking over an offense that 
relied on running the ball 
last season. It brings back 
Garrett Shrader as a famil-
iar face for this team at the 
quarterback position and al-
lows Anae to have more f lex-

ibility with his play calling 
through Shrader’s mobility. 
Sean Tucker returns to the 
Orange as not only one of the 
most dangerous weapons for 
this team, but also one of the 
most feared running backs in 
all of college football. Tucker 
will almost certainly remain 
a huge focal point of the Or-
ange offense as he looks to im-
prove an already phenomenal 
2021 offense. Syracuse may 
have some question marks 
at defense like its secondary, 
but they’ll hope to put those 
questions to rest in their first 
game this upcoming Satur-
day against a Louisville team 
that has been a tough oppo-
nent for the Orange in recent 

matchups. 

Maine (Next 
Game: Sept. 3 vs. 
New Mexico) 

Maine enters the 
2022 football season 

with new head coach 
Jordan Stevens at the 

helm as former head 
coach Nick Charlton de-

parted to join the Univer-
sity of Connecticut as an of-
fensive coordinator. Stevens, 
who most recently served as 
the assistant coach at Yale, 
will look to guide Maine and 
improve upon the team’s 6-5 
record last season. Joe Fagna-
no, who was injured for seven 
games in 2021, will attempt to 
come back better than ever as 
the quarterback aims to reach 
his true potential. The key for 
this Maine team is health as 
Boston College transfer Ko-
bay White could become a 
top target if he stays healthy 
in 2022. It’s a rebuilding 
year for the Black Bears, but 
there’s plenty of reason for 
excitement with a young de-
fense and a young coach with 
ties to the program.

by Evan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER
he/him/his
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu

Women’s Soccer: 
UConn takes 
shutout victory 
over UMass Lowell

 

The UConn women’s soc-
cer team bounced back on 
Sunday as they were able to 
drum up a 5-0 shutout against 
UMass Lowell at home. UCo-
nn headed into the match up 
with a 1-1-1 record, looking 
to redeem themselves from 
a loss to the South Carolina 
Gamecocks two days prior.  

UConn asserted their dom-
inance in the opening min-
utes of play as junior forward 
Jada Konte found the back of 
the net off of an assist from 
other junior forward Jaydah 
Bedoya in the sixth minute of 
play. Only six minutes later 
would Bedoya find her way 
to the back of the net, being 
assisted by both Konte and 
senior forward Cara Jordan. 
Down 2-0 in the early min-
utes of play, UMass Lowell 
struggled to stop the bleeding 
as an own goal slipped in the 
net, causing the team to fall 
to three goals to none before 
the 30 minute mark. There 
would be no slowing down 
for the Huskies. Minutes lat-
er, freshman forward Maddie 
Carroll planted her second 
goal of the season into the net 
from an assist by sophomore 
midfielder Abby Jones. The 
women headed into the half 
with an emphatic first half 
performance and four goals.  

Coming out of the half, 
play became equally matched 
as both teams maintained 
strong possession and tighter 
defense. However, UConn’s 
shot attempts and overall ef-
ficiency were what helped 
carry them through the rest 
of the game. Behind the Hus-
kies’ 16 shots and seven shots 

on frame compared to UMass’ 
five shots in total and zero 
shots on frame it was clear 
that UConn had solidified a 
check in the win column as 
UMass was unable to get be-
hind the Huskies’ back line 
and find the seams.  

The action didn’t stop there, 
as another goal would come 
for Carroll in the 81st min-
ute. Assisted by Jones, Car-
roll was able to capitalize on 
her speed to create separation 
between her and her defender 
pushing the Huskies to 5-0. 
This is Carroll’s third goal of 
the season over the course of 
four games. UMass now falls 
to 1-3-0 as the Huskies look to 
ride on this gained momen-
tum – they now sit at 2-1-1 on 
the season. The women are 
slated for a two week road 
trip that starts with a dog-
on-dog battle as they take on 
the Northeastern Huskies 
this upcoming Sunday, Sept. 
4. The women will be back at 
Joseph J. Morrone Stadium 
on Sept. 16 for a 7 p.m. kick-
off as they square up against 
a Connecticut foe in the Yale 
Bulldogs.

by Katherine Sheridan
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
she/her/hers
katherine.sheridan@uconn.edu

UConn in the Pros: 
Bird and Stewart 
in pursuit of another title 

Sue Bird and Breanna 
Stewart, Seattle Storm 

 Two names that will live in 
infamy for their outstanding 
contributions to the UConn 
women’s basketball team, Sue 
Bird and Breanna Stewart 
continue to prove that they 
are still among the top tal-
ents in the WNBA. Together 
in Seattle, the pair guided the 
Storm to a solid 22-14 record 
during the regular season, 
the fourth-best in the entire 
league and the second-best 
mark in the Western Confer-
ence. Bird, who announced 
back in June that the 2022 
season would be her last, is 
in the middle of an impres-
sive farewell tour that refuses 
to slow down, extending well 
into the WNBA playoffs. She 
became the oldest player to 
record a double-double in the 
postseason in Seattle’s round 
one clinching victory over the 
Washington Mystics back on 
Aug. 21. Bird then followed 
up that performance by dish-
ing out a whopping 12 assists 
in the team’s game one defeat 
of the Las Vegas Aces to open 
the semifinal round. Stewart 
was a major part of why Bird 
racked up so many dimes, 
scoring 24 points while also 
chipping in six rebounds 
and two assists during the 
contest. Always known for 
her ability to put the ball in 
the basket, Stewart’s playoff 
performance comes on the 
heels of another outstand-
ing regular season in which 
she led the WNBA in scor-
ing per game as she averaged 
21.8 points per contest this 
season. The duo of Bird and 
Stewart have already won 
two WNBA championships 

by Nick Spinali
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
he/him/his
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

together in addition to their 
respective UConn accolades, 
and the two will look to con-
tinue the Storm’s recent hot 
streak as they aim for an-
other ring within the next 
few weeks. The Storm will 
take on the Aces for game 
two of the semifinal round on 
Wednesday, Aug. 31 at 10 p.m. 
EST. 

 George Springer, Toron-
to Blue Jays 

 Ever since he became a 
Toronto Blue Jay during the 
2020-21 offseason, George 
Springer has done exactly 
what the Blue Jays paid him 
to do: provide an everyday 
spark at the top of the lineup 
and set the tone for his team-
mates. An aggressive hitter 
with an above-average feel 
for the strike zone on top 
of his defense capabilities, 
Springer is in the midst of 
yet another impressive cam-
paign. As of Tuesday after-
noon, Springer’s 2022 stats 
include a decent .272 batting 
average, though his 19 home 
runs and 57 runs batted in 
are much higher than what 
most teams expect from their 
leadoff hitter. The New Brit-
ain native was named to the 
American League All-Star 
team back in July and has 
helped guide Toronto to a 
69-58 record through Tues-
day after the team started the 
year off slowly. The Blue Jays 
currently hold the third and 
final AL wild card spot in 
the inaugural year of MLB’s 
new playoff format. However, 
they’re only two games above 
the Baltimore Orioles, mean-
ing that both Springer and 
the team will need to continue 
to win games in order to se-
cure the opportunity to chase 
a title. Should Toronto clinch 
a playoff spot, Springer will 
hope to improve on an already 

impressive playoff resume 
that includes a World Series 
Championship and a World 
Series MVP award, both of 
which occurred in 2017 while 
Springer was a member of the 
Houston Astros. 

In other news… 

Former UConn football 
standout Byron Jones was 
placed on the reserve/physi-
cally unable to perform list 
by the Miami Dolphins early 
Tuesday afternoon. He has 
missed all of training camp 
with an Achilles injury and 
will now be unavailable for 
at least Miami’s first four 
games. Jones is in the middle 
of a lucrative 5-year, $82 mil-
lion deal that he signed with 
the Dolphins in 2020.
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Upcoming Games

Men’s Soccer
Sunday

2 0

vs.

Volleyball, 4 p.m. Friday
West Point, N.Y.

vs.

Field Hockey, 2 p.m. Friday
Piscataway, N.J.

Women’s Basketball

She’s definitely not going to 
be Paige Bueckers, the once Na-
tional Player of the Year who the 
UConn women’s national team 
lost to an ACL injury a month 
ago, but Inês Bettencourt will 
help out with depth. Betten-
court, a 5’9’’ point guard from 
Portugal comes to the team as 
an important addition. Prior to 
her commitment, the Huskies 
were dangerously short in the 
point guard department, down 
to just Nika Muhl.  

Bettencourt is from São 
Miguel, Azores within 
greater Portugal 
and most re-

cently played for Clube União 
Sportiva in her hometown. She 
played in the 2022 FIBA U18 
Women’s European Champi-
onship Division B, bringing 
Portugal to fourth place as the 
most effective player on the 
team. Bettencourt impacted 
the game in a variety of ways, 
notching 14.4 points per game 
to go along with 4.6 steals, 
3.7 boards and 3.6 dimes. Al-
though her country lost in the 
championship game, she still 
received the honor of being 
named to the All-Star Five, the 
five best players in the tourna-
ment.  

“Inês is a true point 
guard. She 

loves 
t o 

by Stratton Stave
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
he/him/his
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

distribute the ball and can 
make shots,” Coach Geno Au-
riemma said in a press re-
lease. “She’s used to playing 
in the European style of ball 
movement, ball screens, lots 
of 2-man game, 3-man game. 
I think she’s a tough kid and a 
great competitor. I’m thrilled 
that we were able to find her.” 

“Being a UConn Husky is a 
dream come true,” Bettencourt 
noted in the release;. “I’m ex-
tremely excited to start this ad-
venture and give my all in blue 
and white.” 

It’s hard to imagine Betten-
court playing too much of a role 
this year, given the presence of 
Muhl as a point guard capable 
of logging 30+ minutes a game. 
However, that’s not to say that 
she won’t have any role. If inju-

ries are present like they were 
last year, the freshman could 
find herself inserted into the 
starting lineup. Although the 
tape on Bettencourt is limited, 
what there is looks encour-
aging. She’s not particularly 
athletic, but is quick and has a 
great ability to make decisions 
on the go. The thing that sticks 
out the most is her vision. She’s 
able to make the right passes to 
players at the right time, which 
is a critical skill. Although 
she’ll need to refine her move-
ments to become a bit more ef-
ficient, the raw passing talent is 
there. Bettencourt is also a sol-
id shooter, 

but refining her form may 
also be good, as her release is 
a touch slow. She can also fin-
ish well, but mainly does so 
in the fastbreak and less so in 
half-court sets. Bettencourt is 
able to capitalize defensively on 
sloppy plays well, grabbing a 
ton of steals, but it will be tough 
to continue this at the college 
level. Players are much less 
careless, so don’t expect her to 
match the numbers she put up 
at the FIBA tournament.  

Overall, Bettencourt was 
an important pickup for Au-
riemma and the Huskies. She 
may not play a huge role right 
away, but her international ex-
perience brings a good level of 
depth to the team and will be 

useful if there are any inju-
ries. 

Inês Bettencourt poses with a basketball in an Instagram photo. Betten-
court will be starting her UConn women’s basketball career this fall.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF @UCONNWBB

HUSKIES IMPROVE GUARD 
DEPTH WITH BETTENCOURT
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