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How do students feel How do students feel 
about COVID protocols about COVID protocols 
for the semester?for the semester?

As students return to the 
University of Connecticut for 
the Fall 2022 semester, some 
say they have noticed a sig-
nificant decrease in the CO-
VID-19 rules and regulations 
since the pandemic began in 
2020. 

This will be the first semes-
ter in two years that students 
are not required to wear 
masks in most buildings and 
for transportation on cam-
pus, with the exception of 
the Student Health and Well-
ness and other medical treat-
ment buildings, according to 
the university’s COVID-19 
campus guidelines webpage. 
Students also do not need to 
abide by the six feet social 
distancing regulation, and 
classrooms and dormitories 
have returned to full capac-
ity.  

Ross Bernstein, a seventh-
semester physiology and neu-

by Laura Augenbraun
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
she/her/hers
laura.augenbraun@uconn.edu 

robiology major, experienced 
college life for a semester and 
a half before the COVID-19 
pandemic. He said this Fall 
2022 semester is beginning 
to feel how it was before the 
pandemic.  

“This semester is very dif-
ferent,” Bernstein said. “It 
feels nostalgic. I only had one 
and a half semesters pre-CO-
VID-19, and that was my only 
college experience, so it feels 
like we’re back to what UCo-
nn was. Housing is back to 
full capacity, masks are rec-
ommended, not required and 
they got rid of to-go boxes in 
the dining hall.”  

Bernstein stressed that, al-
though campus is beginning 
to return to the normalcy felt 
before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it is important to re-
member that the pandemic is 
still happening, and people 
will still be getting sick. 

“I think, for my enjoyment of 
college, the lack of COVID-19 
regulations is a good thing, 
but I don’t know how good it 
is for the pandemic,” Bern-
stein continued. “I think the 
biggest thing is, if they’re go-
ing to relax all the rules, then 
they should be increasing all 
the testing. During the first 
semester back with COVID-19, 
you could get a test whenever 
you wanted, but since then 
they’ve cut it down.”  

Trying to offer a normal 
college experience while also 
being cautious and keeping 
person-to-person contact and 
disease spread low is a dif-
ficult balance for the univer-
sity, said students like Jess 
Meyers, a fifth-semester com-
munications major.  

Meyers explained that, 

while it is important for UCo-
nn to implement rules to keep 
students safe, it is also impor-
tant that students are able to 
get a traditional college expe-
rience.  

“There’s definitely more 
the university could be doing, 
but at the same time, I don’t 
think they need to go crazy 
and put in all the rules from 
2020 because students al-
ready have lost so much time 
at college,” Meyers said. “A 
lot of people now say ‘I didn’t 
have a freshman year,’ so try-
ing to find a balance between 
making sure students are safe 
and healthy but also making 
sure students are having a 
good time and actually want 
to be here.”  

Students also do not seem 
as worried about the threat 
of COVID-19 because of UCo-
nn’s requirement for faculty 
and students to be vaccinated 
in order to live on campus. 
Jenna Levenson, a fifth-se-
mester applied mathematics 
major, spoke about how being 
vaccinated and how most of 
the population at UConn be-
ing young adults makes her 
feel as though she is not at a 
high risk of spreading or be-
coming infected with a severe 
illness.  

“It seems a little less strict 
because everyone is vacci-
nated and a lot of people have 

“This semester 
is very different. 
It feels almost 
nostalgic.” 
ROSS BERNSTEIN

gotten it and now have im-
munity. The university has 
already taken a can loosen 
up a little, since the numbers 
are low,” Levenson said.  

Students, like ninth-se-
mester photography major 
Kayla Shemesh, also said be-
ing able to interact face-to-
face with one another again 
is helping their mental health 
and creating a positive envi-
ronment on campus. 

“I honestly love it, I missed 
seeing people’s faces. It’s 
normal, or the idea of nor-
mal is back. For my mental 
health, it ’s nice to see peo-
ple’s faces. It’s also nice to 
know people feel comfortable 
to wear a mask or to not wear 
one,” Shemesh said. 

“I think, for 
my enjoyment 
of college, the 
lack of COVID-19 
regulations is a 
good thing, but I 
don’t know how 
good it is for 
the pandemic.” 
ROSS BERNSTEIN

“I honestly love 
it , I missed 
seeing people’s 
faces. It’s 
normal, or the 
idea of normal 
is back. For my 
mental health, 
it’s nice to 
see people’s 
faces. It’s also 
nice to know 
people feel 
comfortable to 
wear a mask 
or to not wear 
one.”
KAYLA SHEMESH

Members of the UConn Roundnet team practice Spikeball on the Student Union lawn on Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2022. The team looks to attend college tournaments 
throughout the semester. PHOTO BY EMILY O’BANNON GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UCONN EVENTS 

Late Night
Wonderland 
Friday 9/2 @ 8-11pm
Student Union

Under the Sea 
Saturday 9/3 @ 8-11pm
Student Union

Involvment Fair
Wednesday 9/7 @ 2-7pm
Fairfield Way

Get to know over 700 student organizations on campus and 
find something new to particpate in!

Football
UConn v. CCSU
Saturday 9/3 @ 12pm

Rentschler Field at 
Pratt and Whitney 
Stadium

This weekend...

Next week...
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You are not your thoughts:
A deep d ive  into OCD  

The mainstream media is 
rarely accurate in their por-
trayals of mental health dis-
orders. Our society often 
paints illnesses such as bi-
polar disorder, BPD (border-
line personality disorder) and 
schizophrenia in a poor light. 
One disorder that is warped 
by these stigmas is OCD.  

According to the National 
Institute for Mental Health, 
obsessive-compulsive disor-
der, or OCD, is defined as “a 
common, chronic and long-
lasting disorder in which a 
person has uncontrollable, 
reoccurring thoughts (obses-
sions) and/or behaviors (com-
pulsions).” So what does this 
mean exactly?  

OCD can occur in many 
forms and, like any other 
mental disorder, there isn’t a 
specific set of symptoms or 
signs to look out for. The be-
haviors of one person with 
OCD will differ from the oth-
er. 

There are two pieces of 
obsessive-compulsive disor-
der. First, there are the ob-
sessions. Mental health pro-
fessionals will often refer to 
these as intrusive thoughts. 
These thoughts are persistent 
and will often cause severe 
anxiety. Many of these un-
wanted thoughts can be dis-
turbing. On the mental health 
blog “Made of Millions,” Mat-
thew describes his intrusive 
thoughts. 

“I remember being in my 
kitchen cutting vegetables, 

and I became so scared I was 
going to impulsively stab my-
self against my will that I ac-
tually threw the knife away,” 
he says. “Then I emptied 
the trash at a park near my 
place, just to be totally sure I 
wouldn’t hurt myself.” There 
are many categories for OCD 
obsessions. Some people de-
scribe having thoughts of 
their families dying, hurting 
themselves or even of hurting 
others.  

The second piece of OCD 
is the compulsions. While 
having compulsions isn’t the 
norm for all OCD sufferers, 
many still experience them. 
Compulsions are actions that 
the person feels they must 
take in order to ease their 
intrusive thoughts. This is 
where the stigma comes in. 
We often categorize OCD in 
the media as someone being 
a clean-freak or ultra-orga-

by Abigail Bonilla 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS 
abigail.bonilla@uconn.edu 

nized. However, while some 
people have OCD compul-
sions related to cleanliness, 
this isn’t the case for every-
one. Compulsions can vary 
from person to person. 

I sat down with a friend 
who is living with OCD. They 
wished to remain anonymous 
for the interview. 

“My thoughts and com-
pulsions can be so different 
throughout the day,” they 
said. “It’s a constant guessing 
game of what my mind will 
make me do next. A lot of my 
intrusive thoughts are vio-
lent. I’ll be hanging out with 
friends, having a nice time 
and suddenly I am thinking 
of a meteor crashing into the 
dining hall and killing every-
one. And then my brain will 
force me to do compulsions 
in order to erase the thought. 
In my case, compulsions are 
usually handwashing. Some-
times I’ll stand at the sink for 
hours. I have to wash them 
until my brain decides that 
it’s right. It’s terrible.” 

It is clear to see how OCD 
can be misunderstood by 
larger society. Intrusive 
thoughts are scary, especial-
ly if they’re based on death or 
violence. But it’s important 
to remember that you are 
not your thoughts. Having 
these thoughts doesn’t mean 
you’re a violent or danger-
ous person. They don’t mean 
that you are secretly crazy 
or sick. These thoughts can 
be upsetting for the per-
son experiencing them, but 
it’s important to remember 
that this is all they are. Just 
thoughts.

“In my case, 
compulsions are 
usually 
handwashing. 
Sometimes I’ll 
stand at the sink 
for hours. I have 
to wash them until 
my brain decides 
that it’s right. It’s 
terrible.”
ANONYMOUS
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You are not your thoughts:
A deep d ive  into OCD  

“I remember being in my 
kitchen cutting vegetables, 

and I became so scared I was 
going to impulsively stab myself 
against my will that I actually 

threw the knife away.”

MATTHEW

“MADE OF MILLIONS” BLOGGER

“My thoughts and 
compulsions can 

be so different 
throughout the 

day.”
ANONYMOUS
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OG and WHUS collab to host ‘Sunset Series,’

4 concerts overlooking Horsebarn Hill

by Joanne Biju  
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR 
joanne.biju@uconn.edu  

Following the cancellation 
of the First Night fall concert, 
SUBOG’s concert committee 
was itching to put on another 
student event this season. Col-
laborating with WHUS, they 
came up with the Sunset Se-
ries: four concerts overlooking 
Horsebarn Hill. Held every 
other Thursday, starting on 
Sept. 1, concerts will feature 
student performers as well as 
cover bands to capture music 
from a vast range of eras.  

“The original idea for the 
Sunset Series actually came to 
me in the shower, as most great 
ideas do,” Colin Mulhern, the 
SUBOG concert chair, ex-
plained.  

Considering the uncertainty 
attached to the past few years, 
the eighth-semester marketing 
major hoped to create a new 
event that would bring UConn 
students together.

“Nothing spoke to me more 
than watching the sunset at 
Horsebarn Hill while eating 
Dairy Bar ice cream,” he con-
tinued.  

Figuring the event would 
mesh well with the goals of 
WHUS, UConn’s noncommer-
cial radio station, the SUBOG 
concert committee worked 
with their Events Organizer, 
Kazi Iqbal, to organize music.  

Iqbal, too, thought Horse-
barn Hill would make the per-
fect setting for a concert.  

“I spent a considerable 
amount of time over the sum-
mer bonding with the cows on 
my family’s farm in Bangla-
desh and I remember this fac-
toid about cows making more 
milk when they’re listening to 
relaxing music,” said the sev-
enth-semester general studies 
major.  

While cows may enjoy mu-
sic, it is clear that not all ani-
mals do. When working to 
secure the venue, Mulhern 

was told by the animal science 
department that the concert 
could not take place by UCo-
nn’s rat laboratory.  

“The animal science depart-
ment told us that when rats 
hear booming loud music, 
they turn cannibalistic and 
start to eat each other alive! 
To say that I was stunned and 
confused was an understate-
ment, but luckily we were able 
to find a lot right around the 

“The original idea 
for the Sunset Series 
actually came to me 

in the shower, as most 
great ideas do.”

COLIN MULHERN

SUBOG CONCERT CHAIR

SUBOG and WHUS collaborated to put on the Sunset Series, which are four concerts over-
looking Horsebarn Hill. Starting September 1st, they’ll be held every other Thursday and will 
feature student bands and cover bands.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF @WHUSRADIO ON INSTAGRAM

corner that has an even better 
view of Horsebarn,” Mulhern 
remarked.  

The idea unfurled into re-
ality over the course of Au-
gust — amidst many students’ 
summer plans. Iqbal battled 
time zones, and SUBOG Music 
Relations Chair Lela Romeo 
found herself attending calls 
on the beach.  

“Contacting artists is hon-
estly one of my favorite pro-

cesses. You meet such incredi-
ble people from so many walks 
of life,” said Romeo, a third-se-
mester mechanical engineer-
ing major.  

On top of contracting and 
negotiating with artists, mer-
chandise had to be designed, 
equipment gathered and ven-
dors contacted.  

“All of this is going on at the 
same time —  it’s one of the 
most beautifully chaotic things 

you’ll ever see, but that’s just 
the music business!” Romeo 
declared.  

When choosing music to 
feature, the two on-campus 
groups wanted a mixture of 
well-known music played by 
cover bands and original piec-
es from student and alumni 
artists.  

“I’m really proud of the mu-
sic that comes out of my com-
munity, both in the music 
building and around campus 
and I love being able to use any 
platform I have to show the 
world what they can do,” said 
Iqbal. 

The concert on Sept. 1 fea-
tured The Fake Experience 
and student band Wavy Mc-
Grady; Sweet Magic will play 
the following show, along with 
student band JR Specs. The 
Sunset Series is held across 
from the Dairy Bar and will 
have free admission, merch, 
ice cream and of course, a 
spectacular view. 

“The animal science 
department told us 
that when rats hear 

booming loud music, 
they turn cannibalistic 

and start to eat each 
other alive!”
COLIN MULHERN

SUBOG CONCERT CHAIR

“Nothing spoke 
to me more than 

watching the sunset at 
Horsebarn Hill while 
eating Dairy Bar ice 

cream.”
COLIN MULHERN

SUBOG CONCERT CHAIR

“All of this is going 
on at the same time 

—  it’s one of the most 
beautifully chaotic 

things you’ll ever see, 
but that’s just the 
music business!”

LELA ROMEO

SUBOG MUSIC RELATIONS CHAIR

@dailycampuslife
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The intrinsic nature of life 
answers the Fermi Paradox
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by Nicholas Zimmerman | POSITION | HE/HIM/HIS | nicholas.zimmerman@uconn.edu

Are we alone in the uni-
verse? With the billions of 
habitable planets that exist 
in the cosmos, how is it that 
we’ve not yet seen the evi-
dence of life beyond that of 
Earth? This question, also 
known as the Fermi Para-
dox, has likely been posed 
since the dawn of mankind, 
as we’ve looked to the skies 
in awe about what other life-
forms might exist beyond the 
ones confined to our own ter-
restrial rock - intelligent or 
otherwise. Much time has 
passed since the question was 
asked for the first time, yet 
the cognitive and technologi-
cal advancements that we’ve 
made since then have done 
precious little to illuminate 
the answer. Perhaps instead 
of peering through the vast 
depths of space in pursuit of 
a solution, we might want to 
look down for a change, and 
use the only data point that 
we have on life in the uni-
verse to our advantage - — 
here on Earth. 

Every lifeform, whether a 
single-celled prokaryote or a 
multicellular macroscopic or-

ganism, is in some way or an-
other a participant in a local-
ized competition for resources. 
The reproductive nature of life 
requires a given environment 
to contain a relative abundance 
of materials for all its inhabit-
ants, ensuring the multiplica-
tion of its populations and the 
survival of future generations. 
The greatest obstacles for an 
organism to achieve such goals 
are other living things that 
share the same objective. If 
inferior species are unable to 
contend with this harsh real-
ity, they go extinct. This cruel 
nature of Darwinism and the 
survival of the fittest phenom-
enon transcends throughout 
all life on Earth. 

As apex predators that have 
spread to every corner of the 
planet, one might argue that 
this universal attribute to life 
does not apply to humans. Yet 
in our current social structure, 
amidst a rapidly changing cli-
mate, we see just how evident 
the competition for resources 
has on the survival of billions 
of humans and animals alike. 
Today, most other animals 
are so utterly at our mercy 

that we wipe out hundreds of 
species a day just as an unin-
tentional byproduct of how 
we like to run things. Not ap-
plying the same competitive 
outlook to life on a galactic 
scale might just be our own 
undoing. 

Given the exponential en-
ergy growth required to evolve 
as a more advanced civiliza-
tion, our reigns of influence 
will inevitably grow beyond 
that of Earth and the solar sys-
tem, potentially encompassing 
our entire galaxy. The question 
remains as to how we should 
react when stumbling upon a 
civilization that may very well 
have had a similar destructive 
upbringing. 

From a pragmatic stand-
point, different alien civi-
lizations should vary from 
the mild and meek to the 
malevolent and militaristic. 
The existential problem we’re 
facing is that when we meet 
others between the stars, 
we have no way of telling 
who is peaceful or aggres-
sive, and nor what their true 
intentions are. Similarly, 
they might not understand 

or trust our intentions even 
if we tell them that we’re 
friendly. 

Moreover, if we did discover 
another civilization and they 
discovered us, the light years 
between us would mean years 
of communication delay. Both 
sides would be in a state of un-
certainty, wondering if the wis-
est move is simply attacking, 
to which the only contingency 
of survival is the first strike 
advantage. War between civi-
lizations might be just about 
eliminating the other to remove 
an existential threat to your-
self. These conflicts may not 
be lengthy affairs, but rapid 
winner takes all situations - 
— where the first one to shoot 
wins. If every civilization is an 
existential threat to the other, 
there may be only two kinds 
of civilizations out there: quiet 
ones and dead ones. 

The universe should be per-
ceived as a dark forest. Ev-
ery civilization is an armed 
hunter, stalking through the 
trees like a ghost, gently push-
ing aside obstacles that block 
the path and treading without 
sound; even breathing is done 

with care. The hunter has to be 
careful, because everywhere 
in the forest there are stealthy 
hunters like him. If he finds 
other life—another hunter, a 
demon or an angel, a delicate 
infant or a frail old man, a fairy 
or a demigod—there’s only one 
thing he can do: place them 
under the crosshairs of extinc-
tion. 

What should be the ulti-
mate takeaway for humans 
given the potential of the dark 
forest hypothesis? Pump the 
breaks, perhaps. For the last 
few decades we’ve thought-
lessly launched voyager mis-
sions and electromagnetic 
pulses into the void in hopes 
of there being a recipient, 
however unlikely. Perhaps 
our curiosities should be 
tempered slightly, given the 
possibly fatal repercussions 
of making that elusive first 
contact. For the time being, 
it seems the best we can do is 
to carefully listen. Even if we 
see others step into a clearing 
and make themselves known, 
we should not reply right 
away but carefully watch 
them from the undergrowth. 

BY CONNOR RICKERMANN/ ARTIST

COMIC BY KRISTA 
MITCHELL, ARTIST/
THE DAILY CAMPUS
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A young husky enjoys the warm weather outside on the grass along Mirror Lake located within the UConn Storrs campus on Aug. 31, 2022. 

PHOTO BY EMILY O’BANNON, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

COMIC BY VAN NGUYEN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

COMIC BY ANNA LORFINO, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Field Hockey: Huskies start their 
long road trip
by Ajeeth Vellore
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
ajeeth@uconn.edu

The UConn Huskies travel to 
West Point, N.Y. this weekend to 
compete in the Army Invitation-
al, where they’re poised to com-
pete against St. Francis, Kansas 
and Army. The Huskies are 
coming off their first victory of 
the year against Duquesne and 
are looking to get on a hot streak 
in this tournament. The Huskies 
will start the weekend on Sept. 2 
at 4 p.m. against St. Francis. 

The Terriers are set to face 

UConn in the first game of this 
tournament. St. Francis is com-
ing off a 3-0 loss against Ford-
ham despite Penelope Rivera 
and Camelia Melendez’s efforts 
to lead the team with 14 and 11 
kills, respectively. Following the 
first week of the 2022 season, 
Rivera was named a Northeast 
Conference Prime Performer. 
The right-side hitter posted 29 
kills, 12 digs and four blocks 
through three games in New 
Hampshire. Rivera is a player to 
look out for in the tournament 
opener against UConn. 

In the next game, the Kansas 

women’s volleyball team will 
take on the Huskies on Saturday 
at 11 a.m. The player to look out 
for on the Jayhawks is sopho-
more Camryn Turner. In 10 sets 
and three matches, Turner col-
lected 108 assists and therefore 
averaged 10.80 assists per set. 
She had 28 assists against Utah 
Valley, a .596 assist percentage 
and recorded one kill. Turner 
heated up against No. 22 Utah 
when she had 40 assists and 
three kills in KU’s 3-1 victory at 
the Utah Classic. After her im-
pressive performance and be-
ing named the Utah classic most 

valuable player, Turner is some-
one to watch out for in the Black 
Knights Invitational. 

In the tournament’s final 
game, UConn will face Army 
on Saturday at 7 a.m. The Black 
Knights are looking to bounce 
back in their home court follow-
ing a loss to San Diego State that 
puts them at 0-3 on the season. 
Army’s attacking errors contrib-
uted to their recent loss, so they’ll 
look to clean it up once they face 
the Huskies. Two players to 
keep an eye out for are Savannah 
Bray and Diana Ethridge. Bray 
is the team leader with 30 kills, 

and Ethridge leads the squad 
in assists with 116. The last time 
the Huskies faced Army was in 
2016, when they won 3-1. 

UConn is familiar with St. 
Francis and Army as they 
played both in the 2016 season 
and won each time, but this will 
be the first time they meet the 
Jayhawks. A few players to look 
out for on the Huskies are Al-
lie Garland, who leads the team 
in kills with 16, Karly Berkland 
with 25 digs on the season so far, 
and Madi Whitmire heading the 
team with 59 assists.

by Xander Serrano
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
alexander.serrano@uconn.edu

Volleyball Preview: Army Invitational

Two UConn volleyball players warm up after a 40-minute delay due to technical difficulties at Gampel Pavilion on Sept. 17, 2021. The Huskies eventually snatched a win, 
sweeping the Bryant Bulldogs 3-0. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

After two hard-fought wins 
versus the University of Massa-
chusetts Lowell and Monmouth 
University, the No. 15 ranked 
UConn field hockey team takes 
on the biggest challenge of their 
young season: nearly an entire 
month of playing away from 
the Sherman Family Sports 
Complex in Storrs. The very 
beginning of that odyssey is 
this weekend, when the women 
take on No. 8 Rutgers in Pis-
cataway, New Jersey and No. 7 

Harvard in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts. 

At 2 p.m. Friday the Huskies 
will be taking on the Scarlet 
Knights, with whom they have 
an immensely favorable re-
cord, sitting at a whopping 24-
3. That does come with a small 
caveat, however: the last meet-
ing between the two schools 
was almost exactly a year ago 
from the date of their upcom-
ing match, Sept. 3, 2021, when 
Rutgers took a close victory 
over the home team. Looking 
at the Knights’ season thus far, 
they’ve had a couple tough loss-
es, one coming in the form of a 

shootout against No. 18 Duke 
University (with a final score 
of 2-1), and the other being a 5-0 
blowout loss to No. 16 Saint Jo-
seph’s University. They’ll cer-
tainly be looking to stop their 
slide at home when the Huskies 
come to town, so be on the look-
out for a fiercely competitive 
match. 

After a Saturday reprieve, 
UConn will head back north to 
face the Crimson on Sunday at 
1 p.m. Though they appear to 
pose an even larger threat than 
the previous foe, the Huskies 
have Harvard’s number, hold-
ing an impressive 23-3 record 

against them. What’s more is 
that UConn has won the last 
eight matchups between these 
two universities, making Sun-
day all the more interesting. 
Despite the lower ranking, will 
the Huskies manage to contin-
ue their dominance over the 
United States’ oldest college, or 
will Harvard turn the tide and 
prove themselves during their 
opening weekend by taking 
the Sunday match? How this 
plays out could have implica-
tions not only for the weekly 
rankings, but could position 
both schools in different direc-
tions going forward into the 

rest of the season. 
This weekend will really 

test UConn’s mettle. They will 
have to conquer some of their 
toughest obstacles of the en-
tire season right at its begin-
ning by taking on two top-10 
opponents. However, victories 
in one or both of these games 
could vault them right into that 
discussion, putting Connecti-
cut up with the field hockey 
elite. And thus, this weekend 
could very well be the start of a 
journey to the top of collegiate 
field hockey for the Huskies.

A UConn field hockey player dribbles the ball upfield during a game against the Rutgers Scarlet Knights the Huskies went on to lose 2-1 on Sept. 3, 2021 in a double 
overtime battle at the Sherman Family Sports Complex. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Photo of the Day | Trail of turf

UConn men’s soccer junior Jayden Reid (3) attempts to dribble past a defender during a game. The Huskies defeated Monmouth 1-0 in the second half of overtime on 
Sept. 11, 2021 at Joseph J. Morrone Stadium. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

name to watch in both the mid-
field and frontline. Similarly, 
the UConn Huskies’ leading 
goal scorer is freshman Mad-
die Carroll with three goals in 
four matches.  

     While there is a new ro-
tation on both sides, expect 
veterans Jaydah Bedoya and 
Jada Konte to take control for 
the Connecticut Huskies. Both 
women were freshmen the last 
time they played Northeastern 
and have vastly improved in 
the interim as they have gradu-

time these two teams faced off 
was Feb. 28, 2021. UConn went 
on to win the final non-confer-
ence game of the spring season 
with a final score of 2-0. Seeing 
as there is a new corps since 
their last meeting, it will be 
important to pay attention to 
the new faces. 

    Northeastern’s Viv-
ian Akyirem, a freshman 
from Kumasi, Ghana, and the 
team’s leading goal scorer with 
two goals across the first four 
games of the season, is a new 

A dog fight will be on full 
display this Sunday at 1 p.m. in 
the New England Region as the 
UConn Huskies, who are cur-
rently at 2-1-1 on the season, 
face off against the Northeast-
ern Huskies who are 1-2-1. The 
women will look to maintain 
their attacking momentum 
they had against UMass Low-
ell while also further estab-
lishing their backline. 

     This is the first matchup 
against Northeastern Huskies 
in nearly two years. The last 

ated from coming off the bench 
to getting the nod for a starting 
spot since this last matchup. 

Northeastern junior mid-
fielder Jessie Hunt is also a 
veteran in her own right as 
she played 19 games over the 
course of two seasons for the 
Wisconsin Badgers before 
entering the transfer portal 
this past off-season to join the 
Northeastern Huskies. She has 
quickly become a strong sup-
porting presence. 

    The Northeastern Huskies 

are coming off of a loss to the 
Harvard Crimson where they 
fell 3-2 this past Monday and 
will be facing off against the 
Rhode Island Rams this Fri-
day at home before having to 
take on UConn. Although it is 
Northeastern’s Senior Day, it 
is up to Connecticut to distin-
guish who’s the top dog and 
set the tone early for their two-
week road campaign before 
returning to Morrone Stadium 
on Sept. 16. 

Women’s Soccer: The Huskies hit the 
road as they take on the Northeastern 
Huskies this Sunday

by Katherine Sheridan | CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | SHE/HER/HERS | katherine.sheridan@uconn.edu

A UConn women’s soccer player pushes the ball past a defender during a game against Northeastern. The Huskies went on to defeat the Northeastern Huskies at 
home with a final score of 2-0 on Feb. 28, 2021. PHOTO BY FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Men’s Soccer: Huskies host NJIT in 
Friday night matchup

by Nick Spinali
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

The UConn men’s soccer 
team will look to continue their 
winning ways when they wel-
come the New Jersey Institute 
Highlanders to Storrs for a Fri-
day night matchup at Morrone 
Stadium. 

The Huskies (1-1-0) won their 
first contest of the young sea-
son when they defeated Holy 
Cross in a 2-0 routing last Sun-
day. Forwards Moussa Wade 
and Frantz Pierrot provided 
UConn’s offense as they were 
responsible for the game’s lone 
scores, both their first scores 
of the season. A major fac-
tor in the shutout victory that 
UConn hopes will carry over 
into their next game was the 
team’s ability to dominate pos-
session of the ball, leaving Holy 
Cross with few opportunities to 
fight back as the night wore on. 
Goalkeeper Jayden Hibbert had 
an easy night protecting the 
net, as he didn’t allow a goal on 
either of Holy Cross’s shots and 
recorded a save in the process. 
Overall, the Huskies attempted 
10 more shots than Holy Cross 
(12 to two) in what proved to 
be a convincing victory. The 
win was also the first for Chris 
Gbandi in his inaugural season 
as UConn’s head coach. 

Arriving in Storrs to chal-
lenge the Huskies will be the 
NJIT Highlanders. Also com-
ing into Friday having just re-
corded their first victory of the 
season, NJIT (1-0-1) is helmed 
by head coach Fernando Barbo-
to in his seventh season as the 
Highlander’s skipper. Being led 
by team captains Samuel Reis-
gys and Gonçalo Franco, NJIT 
was able to defeat James Madi-
son University on Sunday with 
a narrow 1-0 margin. Sopho-
more Asembo Augo recorded 
the team’s only goal when he 
headed in the ball coming off of 
a free kick during the 51st min-
ute of action, his second goal 
through two games. 

NJIT freshman Maximus 
Barboto was named America 
East Conference Rookie of the 
Week for his outstanding play 
during the first week of the 
season, the conference office 
announced on Monday morn-
ing. Barboto, who joined the 
Highlanders in January 2022, 
recorded his first collegiate as-
sist of his young career when 
his free kick was knocked in by 
teammate Augo during the sec-
ond half of Sunday’s winning 
effort. The award is the first 
America East weekly honor 
of Barboto’s career and is also 
NJIT’s first Rookie of the Week 
award and the fifth overall hon-
or for the program since joining 
the America East in July 2020. 
While the Highlanders have 
been more than happy with the 
performance of their budding 
freshman, the Huskies’ defense 
will need to be on their toes to 
keep guys like Barboto at bay 
on Friday night. 

This will be the first time 
that UConn and NJIT meet in 
either program’s history. Both 
teams finished last season near 
the bottom of their respec-
tive conferences, so each will 
try to take advantage of the 
other in this out-of-conference 
matchup. Despite finishing just 
2-6-2 in conference play last 
season, the Huskies managed 
a combined record of 5-1-0 in 
all of their other games, an in-
dication that they’ve stepped 
up their performance against 
opponents from other confer-
ences. NJIT, on the other hand, 
went 3-5 when playing in-con-
ference last season but finished 
the year with a combined 1-6-1 
mark in all other games, sug-
gesting that they’ve failed to 
take advantage of their out-of-
conference opponents. UConn 
will hope to continue this trend 
as they enter their match with 
home-field advantage and the 
support of Husky Nation, who 
showed up on Sunday for what 
was ultimately a sold-out crowd 
to witness the team’s first win. 
Kick-off is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
EST.

UConn men’s soccer junior Moussa Wade (10) protects the ball from a defender during a game that led to the Huskies falling 
short and collecting a 0-1 loss against Villanova on Oct. 6, 2021 at Morrone Stadium. PHOTO BY IZZI BARTON, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

Stratton Stave
@strattonstave
Paige on her 2023 draft eligibility: I’m not 
leaving

The UConn Hockey Podcast
@UConnhockeypod
Per his IG ‘05 Cushing Academy forward 
Ethan Gardula has committed to UConn. 
IN 24 games last season, Gardula had 6 
goals and 20 assists for 26 points. Expect 
him to arrive in Storrs in the 2024-25 
season.

@uconnrec
So excited to have Group Fitness classes 
back in action today!
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Upcoming Games

Women’s Soccer Sunday

5 0

vs.

Volleyball, 11 a.m. Friday
West Point, N.Y.

vs.

Field Hockey, 1 p.m. Friday
Cambridge, MA

Football: Huskies return home for Nutmeg 
battle against Central Connecticut State

On Nov. 27, 2021, 12,685 loy-
al fans witnessed the UConn 
football team get smothered 
by the then No. 24 University 
of Houston Cougars 45-17 to 
conclude their abysmal 1-11 
season. 280 days later, those 
same fans and many more will 
watch a revived team that they 
can be proud of. 

The Husky Revolution, led 
by head coach Jim Mora, pre-
pares to go to war in their 
home opener against the 
CCSU Blue Devils. Coming off 
a tough 31-20 loss to the Utah 
State University Aggies, one 
which saw them allow 24 un-
answered points in the second 
quarter after building a 14-0 
lead, the Huskies look to play 
better than they did against a 
team receiving AP votes. 

With Ta’Quan Roberson out 
for the year after suffering a 
torn ACL, the starting quarter-
back duties fall into the hands 
of Zion Turner, the true fresh-
man who went 12-31 with 109 
yards and a touchdown in his 
debut last Saturday. Having 
been prepared for the starting 
role in practice this week, ex-
pect him to improve off those 
numbers and demonstrate 
why he was a winner at St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School 
in Florida. 

Nathan Carter is the running 
game. If Carter is unable to ex-
ceed his career-best 190 yards 
that he ran for last Saturday, 
then perhaps he can dash into 
the endzone and put points on 
the board. Should the Huskies 
opt for a QB run play, expect 
Turner to share the rushing 
responsibility with Cale Mil-

len, the Huskies’ new backup 
play-caller. 

The receiving corps did not 
make as much of an impact 
as they would have hoped for 
last weekend partially because 
of Turner’s 19 incompletions. 
Keelan Marion may be out in-
definitely with a broken collar-
bone, a big loss to the offense as 
a whole, but in his place comes 
the Old Dominion University 
transfer Nigel Fitzgerald re-
covering from a hamstring in-
jury. Joining him on the field 
is the top line of Aaron Turner 
and Kevens Clercius, both of 
whom had three receptions 
apiece last Saturday. 

Jackson Mitchell is the de-
fense’s top star, and his 16 tack-
les, one sack and one fumble 
recovery had him looking like 
a potential second day draft 
selection next year. If he has a 
strong showing against CCSU, 
then Mitchell will prove why 
he deserved to be on the But-
kus Award watchlist and in-
crease his draft stock.  

Behind Mitchell, the Hus-
kies have a stable of backs in 
Ian Swenson and Malik Dix-
on, both of whom had over 10 
tackles each and helped end 
numerous Aggie drives. Don-
ovan Branch is expected to 
make his collegiate debut after 
missing the last game with an 
injury. After a strong summer 
camp, expect the freshman to 
pressure the quarterback into 
making bad throws. 

The key for the defense is 
stamina. The Aggies hung the 
Husky defense out to dry dur-
ing their second quarter rally, 
scoring on four out of their 
six drives in the frame, and 
it proved to be the difference 
in the game. If the Huskies 
want to win, they need a full 

60-minute effort from every-
one regardless of who runs the 
show on the sidelines (remem-
ber, they have not named a de-
fensive coordinator to replace 
Lou Spanos). 

On the special teams side, 
George Caratan aims to land 
more punts deep within enemy 
territory and give his team’s 
defense the upper hand. Fans 
also get to witness a booming 
Noe Ruelas kick for the first 
time. Against Utah State, Ru-
elas drilled kicks from 47 and 
54 yards out and helped his 
team’s comeback efforts in the 
fourth quarter. Beyond field 
goals, Ruelas has a powerful 
leg during kickoffs, as proven 
by the six touchbacks he pro-
duced. Although the goal of a 
kicker is to pin the opponent as 
far back as possible, sending 
one beyond the endzone helps 
display his might. 

As for returning the football, 
expect Devontae Houston and 
Brian Brewton to run it back 
on kickoffs. UConn had no 
punt returns despite the Ag-
gies punting twice, so one has 
to wait to see who the Huskies 
use as their punt returner. 
Who knows, it could be either-
Houston or Brewton. There 
should be no problems as their 
opponent’s special teams de-
fense allowed 8.6 yards per 
punt return and 18.8 yards per 
kickoff return in 2021. 

CCSU begins their 2022 
campaign projected to finish 
fourth in the Northeast Con-
ference. The Blue Devils went 
4-7 in 2021 and all of their wins 
came in conference play be-
hind a 4-3 record. A matchup 
that usually happens in college 
basketball, this is the first time 
these two schools square off 
against each other since 1995, a 

game UConn won 54-9. 
This will be UConn’s only 

game against an FCS opponent 
this year and the first since 
they beat Yale 21-17 for their 
only victory of the 2021 season. 
The Huskies went 1-1 against 
FCS schools last year, losing 
to Holy Cross in their home 
opener last September. 

CCSU returns their start-
ing quarterback, Romelo Wil-
liams, after he threw for 1,452 
yards with 10 touchdowns and 
five interceptions. He is go-
ing to be the main man, but 
backup quarterback Shon 
Mitchell is back and providing 
some depth for the Blue Devils. 
Mitchell threw for 739 yards 
with six touchdowns and two 
interceptions, but will take 
turns taking snaps with Wil-
liams. On the ground, Nasir 
Smith returns for his super se-
nior season having logged 607 
yards with two touchdowns in 
2021. Aaron Dawson finished 
second on the team with 400 
yards, but he transferred to 
Valparaiso University. 

The Blue Devils have one 
key question mark in their re-
ceiving corps. Tyshaun James, 
the team’s leading receiver 
last year, is gone, which leaves 
sophomore Isiah Williams and 
his 243 career receiving yards 
in charge. With him as the 
number one weapon, who be-
comes the number two option? 
Both junior Kyren Petteway 
and sophomore Erik Surratt 
posted over 150 yards receiv-
ing last season, but one of them 
needs to provide an offensive 
boost to help CCSU compete 
with the big dogs. 

Defensively, Jahlil Brown 
and Chizi Umunakwe return 
for their senior seasons, look-
ing to improve off their 109 

combined tackles and three 
combined sacks from 2021. Be-
hind them, Jonathan Cabral-
Martin looks to have a break-
out season after posting 47 
tackles in his freshman cam-
paign and Tyler Boatwright 
wants to pick up where he left 
off after collecting two fumble 
recoveries, 26 tackles and an 
interception. Joining Umu-
nakwe and Cabral-Martin on 
the All-NEC Preseason Team 
is Craig Wood, who helped 
the offense average 329.5 total 
yards per game. 

The Blue Devils scored 21.1 
points per game compared to 
their 25.9 points allowed in 
2021. CCSU collected 198.4 
passing yards and 131.1 rush-
ing yards a game, signs of a 
balanced attack, while moving 
the chains 19.5 times on aver-
age. Defensively, they recorded 
23 sacks and 684 tackles while 
averaging 12.4 yards on their 
nine interception returns. 

The deciding factor will be 
the special teams. While UCo-
nn enters a perfect 2-2 on field 
goal attempts on the season, 
CCSU converted 10 out of their 
16 field goal attempts in 2021, 
which is a 62.5% success rate. 
When a kicker misses kicks, 
one fears that the one or three 
lost points will come back to 
haunt them. The kickers need 
to be on the money every time 
they go for a field goal, espe-
cially since the weather will 
not play a factor when the ball 
is in the air. 

Kickoff for the Huskies’ only 
in-state battle of 2022 is sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 3, at 12 
p.m. Fans who are unable to at-
tend the game can watch it on 
The CW Network or listen to it 
on 97.9 FM.

by Cole Stefan
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

UConn loses to Middle Tennessee 44-13 making their record 1-8 on Oct. 22nd, 2021. PHOTO BY JORDAN ARNOLD, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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